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EDITORIAL 
This edition of "The Dried Fruits News" is 

timed to coincide with the annual Federal Coun
cil of the A.D.F.A. Federal Council is made up of 
delegates representing growers from all dried 
fruits producing areas of Australia, together with 
the representatives of packers and agents. This 
will be the first Ordinary Federal Council held in 
Mildura since 1953, (Special Meetings of 
Federal Council were held in Mildura in 1975 
and 1956) and reflects the decision taken last 
year to centralise the A.D.F.A.'s operations 
within the area of production. 

At the commencement of the 1982 Season, 
some 7 8 tonnes of Sultanas remained unsold 
from the 1981 crop. The fruit was mainly of 1 
and 2-crown, and was very difficult to sell 
against new season fruit. The depressed export 
market has made it virtually impossible to sell any 
quantity of 1981 1-crown to overseas buyers, even at prices down to $500 per tonne C.I.F. The 
result has been that 1981 2-crown has had to be used in domestic packets with the consequent risk 
of spoiling our best market- Australia. As at 30.6.1982 the following stocks of 1981 Season 
Sultanas were still uncommitted. 

1-crown 
2-crown ......... . 

2,216 tonnes 
574 tonnes 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,790 tonnes 
Prices have been cut on 1 -crown fruit to induce manufacturers to take up this fruit which is rapid

ly deteriorating in quality. Finalisation of the 1981 pool is being delayed by the slow clearance of this 
carry-in of low grade fruit, and Federal Council will have to consider areas of making returns to 
growers more equitable by better reflecting the quality of fruit delivered. 

Expqrt markets are still in disarray, as it is reported that Greece is still holding some 75,000 ton
nes of fruit from the 105,000 tonne crop it brought in last August/September. The European 
Economic Community is providing subsidy support to the Greek Industry, and both qrowers and 
warehouses have been paid. However, the existence of this fruit has caused great uncertainty 
amongst buyers. Any decrease in price by Australian agents is immediately met by a corresponding 
drop by Greek authorities with the assistance of E.E.C. subsidies. 

As at 30.6.1982, the availability of Sultanas was: 
Carry-in .. ... . . . 
1982 crop . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 

Total available 

Less expected Australian commitment 21,8000 
Less export orders to date 40,300 

7,850 tonnes 
81,560 tonnes 

89.410 tonnes 

Balance Unsold 2 7, 31 0 tonnes 
J As sales have been very depressed, it is likely that the industry will have a large carry-in to the 

1 98;11 Season. 
Negotiations have continued with the Department of Primary Industry to f ind a satisfactory cost· 

effective solution to the problem of dried fruit inspection. At a recent meeting of the State Boards, the 
A.D.F.A. and the Department of Primary Industry, proposals were put forward for industry comment 
on abolishing compulsory inspection of dried fruit for consumption within Australia, spot checks in
stead of line inspection, and to revise export standards, particularly in reference to tolerances for 
capstems and stalks. 

The operation of two principal agents within the A. D. F .A. system has produced considerable ten
sion within the marketplace. There has been a significant decrease in the number of major buyers for 
dried fruits since the A.D.F.A. conducted its authorised distributor system, with a consequent in
crease in the importance of these buyers. The A.D. F. A. Board of Management has been concerned 
about the potential for the 3 Y,% promotional levy to be abused by providing a source of finance for 
discounting prices. Accordingly, it has been decided to remove these funds from the direct control of 
agents, with funds only being provided by the A.D. F.A. to agents in accordance with each agent's 
entitlement upon proof of proper expenditure. 

The A.D.F.A. joined with the wine grapegrowers and winemakers in a delegation to the Federal 
:;:; Deakin Avenue, Mildura. ::;: Treasurer to present a well-reasoned submission to avert the threatened sales tax on wine. If such a 
:;:; P.O. Box 1142, Mildura, 3500. :~;~: tax were introduced in the Federal Budget. the expected decrease in demand for wine could have a 
:;:; Telephone (050) 23 5174. ::;:: serious effect on the dried fruits industry, through the diversion to drying of grapes rejected by 
:;:; ::;: wineries. There is potential for a large decrease in the amount of fruit dried, -as 119,000 tonnes of 
:;:; ::;: multi-purpose grapes were crushed for wine from the 1981 harvest. Any increase in dried fruit 
:;:; Wholly set up and printed at ::::. stocks can only worsen the already difficult marketing situation. 

1[," ~:~::~:::::~::'~:::::: ,, ,, ,Ji1 
F. H. GILL, O.B. E. 

Cha1 rman. 
A.D.F.A. Board of Management. 
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New CSIRO Water Research 
Arrangements Establish Clearer 

Priorities 
The CSIRO executive has carried out an important reorganisation to enhance its water research 

capabilities. A significant part of CSIRO's scientific workforce will be re-developed to intensity the 
research effort in the hydrology of catchment areas; salinity and other water quality aspects; and 
groundwater (particularly how it is affected by land use). The reorganisation is scheduled to be fully 
operational by July 1. Its main points are: 

• Creation of a Division of Water and Land Resources in Canberra concerned with catchment and 
water quality research, including salinity - from the existing Division of Land Use Research, 
whose chief, Dr Dick Millington, will head the new division. 

• Creation of a Division of Groundwater Research ir. Perth concerned with groundwater and certain 
salinity aspects - from the existing Division of Land Resources Management. Its chief, Dr Ray 
Perry, will lead the new division. 

• Strengthening of the existing water research activities of the Division of Soils in the Canberra 
laboratory. 

The Division of Irrigation Research will no longer operate as a separate division. Its facilities at 
Griffith NSW are to be known as the CSIRO Centre for Irrigation Research. Two existing research 
programs at Griffith are to be strengthened and will continue there. They are concerned with the 
physics and biology of the soil/water root zone system and management of irrigation water in rural 
ecosystems. 

Growers' Conciliation & Labour League 
Annual Report 1982 

Harvest Labour and Recruiting 
1982 Harvest saw one of the best supply of labour for many years. 

There was a new format for recruiting. In past years, Committee members have tried to visit as 
many C.E.S. offices as possible in three States- Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland. This 
was costly and time consuming. 

Under arrangements with the C.E.S., their zone conferences in the three States were attended 
by one Committeeman and one Officer of the Mildura C.E.S. to explain the problems and our needs 
to those C.E.S. officers present. 

There were the usual television and press advertising. Both of these methods of recruiting were 
more intensive than those of past years. We also had an all-media luncheon in Melbourne, to point out 
to those present what adverse reporting can do to our harvest labour requirements. 

In conjunction with the C.E.S., a comprehensive questionnaire was posted to some 2500 
growers in April 1982. Only 1300 have been returned. 

Rail Fare and Petrol Refund 
Discussions were held with VicRail over the availability of the extra carriage of the Vinelander for 

harvest hands, and the problems were satisfactorily resolved. 

The rail fare for the 1982 harvest was $1 6, an increase of $3 over 1981 . The rail account is not 
yet to hand. 

Petrol payout amounted to $17,030, compared with $14,820 for 1981. 

We are still having some problems with the fares assistance scheme. 

Arbitration 
There was a $12 wage increase for block employees on 25th January, 1982, $8 on 1st May, 

and a further $5 to come on the 15th September. 

Appreciation 
I would like to express the Committee's gratitude to the C.E.S. , and nearer to home, Mike Har

rison and his staff for an excellent performance in regard to our labour supply, also Bruce Mclean ol 
STV8, George Tilley, Editor of Sunraysia Daily, and to our Secretary. 

MAX SUTTERBY, Chairman. 
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Second Success 
A Robinvale family set a record at the recent 

A.D.F.A. lrymple Gadget Field Day. 

Sebastian, Concettina and son Michael 
Pisasale were outright winners of the 1981·82 
Sultana Quality Competition which has been run 
by the Victorian Dried Fruits Board since 1968. 

The proud family also won the competition dur
ing the 1979-80 season, and they consider that 
much of their success can be attributed to con· 
venient irrigation, soil type and careful manage
ment. 

The Pisasale family originally purchased their 
15 ha fruit property in November 1955, and they 
worked hard until eight years ago when their son ' 
Michael was able to assist in the running of the 
family property. 

Sebastian clearly stated that the first most im· 
portant factor to consider when producing quali· 
ty grapes, particularly on lighter soils, is the abili· 
ty to irrigate the vines when they need water. 
This is being achieved by the provision of "Water 
on Demand" supplied through the "Pethard Ir
rigation Trust" which operates in part of Robin
vale's closer settlement. 

The vines are grown on light, sandy soil , kept 
weed free by frequE>nt, light cultivation. The rows 
travel east and west, and the vines are trained 
onto a 15" T·trellis system. While these factors 
are important, Sebastian places more emphasis 
on careful management practices. 

Foliage is reduced during the growing season 
by mechanically topping the vines; Sebastian 
considers that it is very important to keep the 
vine open to allow penetration of light for even 
frui t development and maturity, and for maximum 
air circulation to reduce pest and disease in
cidence. 

Sebastian not only believes that a good fer· 
tilizer program is very important, but also that a 
conscientious approach to spray programs for 
control of pest and disease is essential for max
imum production and quality. 

During harvest, Sebastian and Michael en
courage careful handling of fruit at all times. The 
frui t is bulk dipped before being placed on the 
drying racks; then later taken from the racks and 
spread out on ground sheets. The fruit may need 
to be handled on the ground sheets for a few 
days to ensure even drying and colour. 

Although the 1981·82 fruit drying season was 
hampered by unfavourable climatic conditions; 
the Pisasle family demonstrated that by display
ing patience, along with responsible manage
ment, it was still possible to produce a high quali· 
ty dried fruit product. 

The trophy and Perpetual Shield were 
presented to the winning family by the new 
Chairman of the Victorian Board, Mr. J. D. F. 
Black. 
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Progress in Apricot 
Improvement 

Address delivered to South Australian State Conference, May 4, 1982. 
F. J. Gathercole, Senior Research Officer, Stonefruit, Loxton Research Centre. 

Dried apricot production, although srnail in 
comparison to that of sultanas for example, is an 
important industry in the Riverland Area of South 
Australia where almost all of Australia's supply is 
produced. Because harvest and processing are 
very labour-intensive individual plantings are 
typically small, family labour is almost indispen· 
sable and the price of the final product is high. 
Mechanization is possible to some extent but is 
severely limited at present by the softness and 
shape of present varieties. In addition to this, the 
five or six commercial varieties now available ail 
have cultural problems which must be tolerated 
simply because there is no alternative. 

A. meeting of growers, packers and Depart· 
mental officers at Berri in September 1980 drew 
up the specifications for the ideal apricot. Some 
of these were obvious and are listed below; 
others were less obvious: 

must ripen evenly (i.e., no "green shoul6ers 
and soft tips"). 

must be orange to yellow orange in colour 
(yellow dried apricots are unacceptable to 
our markets). 

must be suitable tor at least two end uses, 
e.g. drying (good quality dried product good 
drying ratio), canning (freedom from pit burn; 
ability to withstand cooking), fresh market 
(attractive appearance; good carrying abili· 
ty). 

must be markedly compressed on the 
cheeks to align well in cutting machines. 

must be tirm (e.g. rubbery) at full maturity and 
preferably non-bruising to allow mechanical 
harvest and yet still (hopefully) allow produc· 
tion of a good quality dried article. 

must ripen all at once to allow once-over 
harvesting, etc. 

Just how much of this is wishful thinking and 
how much is possible remains to be seen. 
However if we do not achieve the ideal we 
should at least come up with a few improved 
varieties as alternatives to those being grown at 
present. 

What new initiatives were taken in 1981 /82 
and how soon will results be available to 
growers? 

(a) Local selection (i.e., investigation of chance 
seedlings in orchards, home gardens). 
Canning and drying tests were carried out 
on the 1 980/81 discoveries. One selection 
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(temporarily named "Mystery") gave a good 
dried product but was not suitable for cann· 
ing although this latter outlet is becoming 
less important. The fruit is golden apricot in 
color, ripens evenly, hangs well on the tree 
at maturity and is worth a try as a commer· 
cial variety. Accordingly 1 50 trees have 
been propagated in the Loxton Research 
Centre nursery for distribution to interested 
growers in winter 1983. 
A further fifteen local seedlings will be 
planted at the Research Centre this winter. 

A publicity campaign in Murray Bridge 
resulted in the discovery of six further 
apricot seedlings. Some were interesting in 
ways but none had the right combination of 
features. 
A mail survey of nurseries in S.A., N.S.W., 
W.A. revealed that the list of apricot 
varieties available to growers was not at all 
extensive. However some nurserymen 
knew of and had access to local seedlings 
which. we were able to add to our collection. 
(The aim of this line of work had been to 
track down any older varieties that may be of 
renewed interest to us). 
From the foregoing, the first improved 
selection will be released to growers in 
winter, 1983. 

(b) Imports from overseas 
Three varieties (picked from a list of 40) 
were received in Italy last summer, a fourth 
will be available next season. Since then a 
book describing 122 Italian apricot varieties 
has come to hand but does not seem to list 
any more promising than the four we are im· 
porting. We were fortunate to obtain a small 
consignment of apricot seeds from an oblig· 

· ing contact in Turkey. The resulting seedl· 
ings have been cleared through quarantine 
and will be planted in the Research Centre 
Nursery this winter. 
We may be able to obtain small con· 
signments of apricot seed this June-July 
through the agency of Australian personnel 
in Iraq and Syria. The first releases of useful 
material (if any) to growers is likely to occur 
in the early 1 990's. 

(c) Plant breeding 
One parent being used in our crosses is 
Morocco, a firm, rubbery non-bruising 
apricot which needs a little improvement in 
its drying and canning qualities. Two hun· 
dred and fifty seed of crosses with Hunter, 
Moorpark (an even-ripening line) and Story 
are being raised in the Nursery and 900 
seed (which will produce about 450 seedl· 
ings) are on hand from crossing in spring 

1981. Of a series of Hunter-based crosses 
made in spring 1 977 , 32 fruited and were 
examined last season leaving 94 yet to 
crop. However, from past experience some 
(or many?) of these remaining seedlings 
may fail to crop in the time allocated. 
The first selections from this program for 
grower evaluation will be released in the ear
ly 1990's. 

(d) Overseas collection of apricots (as seed, 
from the Middle East). 
In the Middle East, apricots are grown 
largely from seed as contrasted to budded 
trees. Accordingly there is a great range of 
types from which to c)1oose - ail that is 
needed is for someone to visit the area and 
select the potentially useful types. I was to 
visit Turkey and Syria for this purpose this 
June-July but this has had to be deferred 
because of difficulty in getting the 
necessary approval from the authorities in 
these countries in time. This collecting ex
pedition will now take place in 1983. 

Any selections from this line of work which 
show commercial potential will be released 
in the mid 1 990's. 

As I see it, this article is likely to raise several 
questions: 

-why is so much of the improvement program 
of a long-term nature? 

Importing from overseas and plant breeding 
are by nature long-term projects. In the former 
case, the imported material must be cleared 
through Quarantine then grown and evaluated 
for several years. In the case of plant breeding 
one would be lucky to make the crosses, raise 
and evaluate the seedlings (over 3·4 seasons of 
cropping) in less than 8·1 0 years. With any long
term project, the sooner one makes a start (in 
contrast to engaging in wishful thinking year 
after year). the sooner one gets results. We 
have made a start on most of these long-term 
projects. 

-what releases can growers expect between 
1983 and the early 1 990's? 

The American variety Westley has been 
evaluated and may be of some value as a drying 
apricot. 

We would hope to discover more local selec· 
lions (virtually pre-evaluated) although there is 
little chance of this because the most likely areas 
of the State have now been covered. 

The thirty or so Adelaide home garden seedl· 
ings (collected in 1979/80) will have been 
evaluated by the late 1 980's. 

- where is the money for these projects com· 
ing from? 

We are grateful to the Dried Fruits Trust Fund 
for funding the purchase of irrigation fittings, pre
emergent herbicides and providing casual 
labour, travelling (items (a). (b) , (c)) and pro
viding air fares, other travel expenses, meals 
and accommodation, letter translation expenses, 
labour, travelling and providing air fares, other 
travel expenses, meals and accommodation, let· 
ter translation expenses, etc. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 1982 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
INTRODUCTION 
1. 1 The 1982 Vine Fruit harvest was much greater than orginally 

estimated, and while it resulted in a near record crop of 
Sultanas, it was disappointing that a large proportion of the 
harvest was of 2·crown or lower. 

1.2 

1.3 

1.4 

1.5 

2.1 

Currant production was of high quality, and the largest crop in 
the last 1 0 years. 

The estimated Raisin crop is more than double that of Season 
1981 , and together with the 1,084 tonne carry-in, will provide a 
real marketing headache. 

Tree Fruits crops were not as large as anticipated, but all fruits 
were of a reasonably good quality. 

The Prunes crop for 1982 is estimated at a disappointing 775 
tonnes. This compares with an average crop of 3,200 tonnes 
over the past 5 years, and there has been no conclusive reason 
put forward as to why trees bore so little fruit this season. 

PRODUCTION 

Estimated production of grade fruit as at 31 . 5. 1 982 for Season 
1982, compared with the three previous season, is: 

1979 1980 1981 1982'' 
Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Currants . 5 ,522 6 ,017 3 ,912 6 ,912 
Sultanas . 49,113 82,887 49,412' 76,900 
Natural Sultanas . . 47 248 187 190 
Raisins . 4,414 6,324 3,909 8,184 
Apricots . 1,136 791 1,078 1,078 
Peaches. 107 81 103 87 
Pears . ...... . '. '. 47 115 108' 80 
Prunes (P/Weight) . 4,430 2 ,670' 2,985' 910 

2.2 

100,000 

oo.ooo 

00,000 

70,000 

tO,OOO 

40.000 

)0,000 

10,000 

10.000 

. Not final- estimate only . .. Estimates as at 31 .5.1982. 

There must be added to the above productton figures a carry-in 
of 7.684 tonnes of Sultanas, 1084 tonnes of Raisins, and 
1 ,960 tonnes of Prunes. After allowance for domestic con· 
sumption, there will be some 63,800 tonnes of Sultanas for ex
port, compared to the export sales for the year ended February 
28, 1982 of 28,000 tonnes. 
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3) Australian Sales 
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2.3 The following three graphs show total A.D.F.A. production and 
the amount sold on both Australian and export markets. As 
would be expected, export sales closely follow the same pattern 
as total production, as Australia is treated as a preferential 
market. 

2.4 Total intake of all varieties of grapes by wineries for Season 
1981 was 472,351 tonnes, being 29,767 tonnes below the 
Season 1980 intake of 502,118 tonnes. 

2. 5 Intake of drying variety grapes in Season 1981 , compared with 
previous season was: 

Currants ..... .. . 
Sultanas ... 
Gordos ....... 
Walthams ... .... 

1979 
Tonnes 

221 
49,731 
60,102 

2,814 

112,868 

MARKETING 
SALES 

1980 1981 
Tonnes Tonnes 

193 235 
66 ,361 52,952 
62,530 63,436 

4 ,299 2,635 

133,383 119,258 

3.1 Australian sales on a seasonal basis, as admitted into final ad· 
justment, for the past four seasons have been: 

1978 1979 1980 1981 
Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Currants . . . . . . . . . . 3,469 3,580 4,037 3,418 
Sultanas t '•'' • o I I 14,923 18,268 23,538 20,500' 
Raisins .. 3,331 3,262 3,961 3,398 

21,723 25,803 31,536 27,316 

• Estimates as at 31 .5 . 1 982. 
t Includes Naturals, and 40 gram packets sold in Australia. 

These figures relate to total sales from a season's production, which 
may extend over 18 months or more and many not give a true indication 
of a year's sales. 
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3.2 For a period of 12 months to February 28 each year, com· 
parative Dried Vine Fruit deliveries are: 

Year Ended 
28.2.1979 28.2.1980 28.2.1981 

Currants .... • ..... 
Sultanas• .... .. .. . 
Raisins . .. .. . .. . 

3,477 
16,823 

2,158 

~ 

4,046 
18,482 
3,015 

25,543 

• Includes Naturals and 40 gram packets. 

4,005 
20,030 

3,170 

27,205 

28.2.1982 

3 ,503 
19,437 
3,414 

26,354 

3.3 Distribution of total sales from the Season 1980 pack was: 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 

Australia (includes 40 
gram packs) . . . . . . . . 4,037 23,538 3 ,961 31,536 
United Kingdom ... . 69 11 ,373 991 12,433 
Continent. ......... 17 20,684 81 20,782 
Canada ........ .. . 878 17,049 213 18 ,140 
New Zealand ....... 762 4 ,608 603 5,973 
Japan 36 2 ,862 405 3,303 
Other .. . ....... . . 218 2,773 70 3,061 --

6 ;017 82,887 * 6,324 95,228 . Includes Naturals ___ ---
3 .4 Season 1981 final adjustments for all varieties have not yet 

been completed. Sales as at May 31 are: 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 

(Final) 
Australia (includes 40 
gram packs) . . . . . . . . 3 ,418 17,487 3,398 24,303 
United Kingdom . . . 2,866 . 730 3,596 
Continent ........ 10,766 74 10,840 
Canada . ...... .. . 35 6,212 199 6,446 
New Zealand . . . . . 328 4,386 491 5,205 
Japan 17 1,059 322 1,398 
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . 114 2,301 74 2,489 

3,912 45,077* 5,288 54,277 . Includes Naturals 

3.5 Allocation for Vine Fruits Season 1982 for A. D. F.A. fruit 
(including 1981 carry-in) have been set by the A.D.F.A. and the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation at: 

(Tonnes) Currants 

Australia ............ . 
U.K. & Ireland .... . 
Continent (Malta & Israel) . 
Canada .. 
New Zealand . . . . . 
Japan .. ... ... . . ... . . 
Other .......... ... . . 
Reserve ............ . 

4,100 

913 
730 
92 

957 

Sultanas 

20,800 
11 ,420) 
21 ,889) 
13,321) 

4,284) 
2,860) 
7,610) 
1,226) 

Raisins 

4,000 

OPEN 

3.6 Tree Fruits and Prunes: Production of Apricots in 1981 increas· 
ed over Season 1980, which meant consumer packs were 
maintained on the shelf until new Season 1982 fruit was 
available. Stocks of Prunes were accumulated, and a severe 
marketing problem was envisaged prior to the realisation that a 
small crop would be harvested this Season. 

l,lOO 

~----·\, APRICOTS: 
, 1) Australian Production 
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\\ 3) Export Sales 
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1,000 
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3.7 Australian sales for the last four seasons have been: 

(Tonnes) Season Season Season Season 
1978 1979 1980 1981 

Apricots ... 683 896 718 898 
Peaches . .. . 75 73 55 67 
Pears . 53 30 45 62 
Prunes .. 2,373 4,361 2 ,175 1,798 

3.8 The above figures relate to the sales from a season's produc· 
l ion, and for Tree Fruits gives a good indication of the year's 
sales. 
However, substantial amounts of Prunes are carried in each 
season, the 1979 Prunes crop not being ready for finalisation 
until early 1981 . Sales and deliveries of Prunes are as follows:-

AUSTRALIA 
Year Ended Sales Deliveries 

February (Tonnes) (Tonnes) 

1980 3 ,122 2 .710 
1981 2,334 2 ,663 
1982 2 ,337 2,459 

3.9 Final adjustment sales for 1981 Tree Fruits are as follows: 

(Tonnes) Apricots Peaches Pears 

Australia . 898 67 62 
New Zealand . 33 9 4 
Canada ........ 11 
United Kingdom ... 28 27 42 
Continent . 68 
Other .. . 40 

1,078 103 108 

3 .1 0 No allocations have been made for the export of Tree Fruits . 
Prunes have been restricted to New Zealand and Pacific 
markets only. 

3.11 The relationship between Prune production and sales is 
depicted in the following graph: 

..... 

..... 
PRUNES: ..... 1) Australian Production 
2) Australian Sales 
3) Export Sales . .... . .... . .... 

1,500 

1,000 

3.12 Realisations: Estimated processed weight F.O.B. realisations 
per tonne to packing companies on Season 1981 production is 
calculated at: (These are average before deduction of packers' 
costs and charges and conversion to sweatbox weights.) 

(Tonnes) 

Currants . 
Sultanas . 
Raisins .. 
Apricots ...... . . 
Peaches .. 
Pears .. 
Prunes . 

AVERAGE ALL GRADES 
Australia 

1,183 

4 ,326 
2,830 

Export 

1,238 

4,342 
2,054 

Average 

1,190 

4 ,328 
2,561 
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PRICES 

Australia 
3.13 A 12.5% increase in the price of Currants and Sultanas was 

taken. The price for Raisins was set to maintain a 26c per 
kilogram differential between Seeded Raisins and Sultanas. In· 
creases were effective from March 1, 1 982. 
A 7Y•% increase was taken on Sultanas carried in to Season 
1982. The 5% differential below 1982 Season fruit was created 
to encourage early sales. The Australian Dried Fruits Corpora
tion was also encouraged to stimulate sales of 1· and 2-crown 
fruit overseas to relieve the Australian market from the effects of 
this rapidly deteriorating product, and to see the end of the 
1981 pool as quickly as possible. 

3.14 Apricots: A 1 0% per kilo increase was taken for 1982 Season 
fruit, with a further 1 Oc per kilo on Fancy Extra Large. A further 
3% increase was taken on all grades as from May 1, 1982. 

Prunes: A 5% increase in the price of Prunes was taken in 
September 1981 , with a further increase taken from April 1 , 
1982 of 6.3%. Differentials between grades were reset to en· 
courage sales of larger size fruit, as medium were in very short 
supply. 

Export 
3.1 5 Returns on export for Vine Fruits were initially buoyant. 

However, prices on the world scene have fallen dramatically 
largely due to Greece entering the E.E.C. and creating market 
uncertainties. 

3.16 Export prices for Apricots were increased by 10%, except for 
the New Zealand market, which wafi increased by only 5% 
because the Australian dollar became dearer in New Zealand 
dollars. 

3.1 7 No increases were taken for either Peaches or Pears on export 
markets. 

3.1 8 No export increases were taken for Prunes. 

3. 19 40 gram Sultana Packets: Fruit for this special pack was in· 
creased by an amount equal to the 1982 Australian price in
crease, plus 5% of the differential between it and the Australian 
price, making a total increase of $206 per tonne, the price for 
1982 being $1,1 00 per tonne. 

General 
3.20 Prune equalisation 1979 was finalised in November. 1981, but 

the final adjustments have not been completed because of the 
insolvency of Letona Foods, which has a considerable debt to 
the pool. The matter is being pursued with the Administrator of 
Letona Foods and the New South Wales Government. There 
must be some doubt as to the format of further equalisation of 
Prune pools. 

3.21 Dual Marketing Agents: The 1982 Season will again see the 
marketing of Vine and Tree Fruits by more than one Agent. 
Australian Dried Fruits Sales Ply. ltd. will market fruit on behalf 
of the IPC Group, the Mildura Co-op., Angaston, Rivergrowers 
and Waikerie. G Wood Son & Co. Pty. ltd. will conduct sales on 
behalf of the Robinvale Co-op., and the joint venture sheds of 
Berri, Barmera, Cadell and K.M. This will mean that a single pool 
for each variety will no longer operate, and arrangements have 
been made between 1119 Agents for the A.D.F.A. to conduct a 
Distribution Surcharge Fund and also interim adjustments and 
final equalisation if required. Arrangements have also been made 
for at least Y.% of the 3Y•% promotion allowance to be spenl by 
each Agent on meclla advertising, to ensure that per capita con
sumption is maintained. 
The uptake of 1981 Season carry-over was also amicably ar
ranged between the Agents, and agreement reached on funding 
the Home Economics Department on the basis of $1 . 00 per 
tonne of domestic deliveries. 

3.22 Import Statistics for the n1ne months to March 31. 1982. 
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12 months 12 months 9 months 
1979/1980 1980/1981 1981/1982 

Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Vine Fruits .. . 0.356 0.846 0.210 

Apricots 
Turkey .. 36.987 16.181 15.313 
U.S.A . .. .. . . . . 19.051 134.492 0.030 
Other . .. ... •. . 8.618 2.363 1.353 

64.656 153.036 16.696 
--- ---

Prunes 
U.S.A . . . 100.701 125.021 285.248 
Other ........ . 10.744 17.498 13.889 

3.23 

3.24 

3.25 

4.1 

4.2 

4.3 

5.1 

5.2 

111.445 142.519 299.137 

Tariff: The Federal Government has adopted the recommenda· 
tion of the I.A.C. on Fruit and Fruit Products, by indicating that 
the tariff on the import of Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes will be 
10%. The tariff on the import of Dried Vine Fruits will remain at 
7% of invoice value plus $0.08 per kilo. It is anticipated that en
try under by-law provisions will not be permitted. 
A.D.F.C. Levy: The Board supported the increase of the Cor
poration's levy from $4.50 to $7.00 per tonne. The levy has not 
been increased in recent years, meaning that the Corporation 
reserves were being eroded, which would ultimately affect the 
amount of promotion which could be done on overseas markets. 
As $7.00 is the maximum levy permissible under the Dried 
Fruits Export Charges Act, the Board supported the repeal of 
this limit, subject to being consulted on any request for a further 
increase in the levy. 
Industry Publicity Sub-Committee: At the instigation of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation, it was agreed that the Chair· 
man, General Secretary, and the Executive Home Economist 
should attend industry-based meetings with representatives of 
the A.D. F. C. and of the Agents to foster better utilisation of pro
motion materials on both the Australian and export markets. 

PROCESSING 
Grade names, Tree Fruits: A new grade system for Tree Fruits 
has been approved for export purposes, and ends the situation 
where fruit had to be graded differently for Australian and export 
markets. 
Drying of Clingstone Peaches: The South Australian Department 
of Agriculture has been investigating the peeling, stoning and 
drying of clingstone peaches. The over supply of canning 
peaches within the Riverland district meant that there was a 
huge potential for clingstone peaches to be dried, a potential 
that the present market could not cope with. Fortunately for the 
traditional growers of dried peaches, it appears that most cling· 
stone fruit are not suitable for drying. 
C.A.F.T.A. A submission on the appropriate standards for dried 
fruit was prepared for the Council of Australian Food Technology 
Associations' inquiry into fruit and fruit products. The Food Stan
dards Committee of the National Health and Medical Research 
Council had requested the inquiry as a preliminary to legislation 
in this area. 

FARM MANAGEMENT 
South African Industry Tour: Messrs. V. L. Symes, M. MeN. 
Lucey and W. M. Whiting toured South African dried fruit pro· 
ducing areas as a delegation from the Australian Dried Fruits 
Corporation. On their return, they addressed meetings in Berri, 
Mildura and Robinvale on the state of development of the in· 
dustry in South Africa 

Dried Vine Fruit Monitor Farm Study: At the request of, and in 
conjunction with the A.D.F.A., thirteen dried vine fruit properties 
within the Sunraysia District were surveyed by the Regional 
Agricultural Economist of the Department of Agriculture 
(Mildura). The study is to be undertaken annually, with the same 
growers participating, and will provide a means of comparing 
costs and returns for dried fruit production. 
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5.3 Lighting Kerosene: The Federal 
Government, as part of its world parity 
pricing policy, rejected any control of 
prices or subsidy for lighting kerosene 
used in the drying of fruit. The im
plementation of a excise exemption 
scheme as in operation for diesel oil for 
primary production was also rejected. 

RESEARCH 
6.1 Senate Standing Committee: The 

A.D.F.A. presented a submission to the 
Standing Committee on Science and 
the Environment in relation to the Com
mittee's Inquiry into Rural Research and 
Extension Services. 

6.2 Statutory Research Fund: Reserves in 
the Statutory Research Committee 
Trust Account at June 30, 1981 were 
$294,235.26. Expenditure is matched 
by the Commonwealth Government on 
a dollar for dollar basis. 

At the meeting of the Committee on 
December 2, 1 981 • the following 

research projects were referred to the 
Minister for Primary Industry, and 
subsequently approved by hirp: 

0 

HAIL 
INSURANCE 

$1/Acre 
Discounts 

Close 
August 13th 

N'T FORGET TO 
YOUR APPLICATION IN 

EARLY! 

8-July, 1982 

Continuing Projects: 

CSIRO: 
Development of New Drying Varieties by Hybridization .. . 
Evaluation of Crop Tolerance to Salinity from Leaf Fluorescence 

Properties . . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . 

Department of Agriculture, New South Wales: 
Research to Develop Improved Control Measures for Prune 

Rust ..... .... . .. ..... .. . .. . 
The Economics of Alternative Irrigation Systems for Dried Vine 

Fruits. . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 

Department of Agriculture, South Australia: 
(a) Collection of Middle East Apricot Seed and Budwood . 
(b) Improvement of Apricot Cultivars .. .... . .. ...... .. . 
Biological Control of the Weed Three Corner Jack (Emex 

australis) ...... .. ...... . ... . 

Department of Agriculture, Victoria: 
Field Evaluation of Arch Cane Pruning of Sultanas in the 

Development of Trellis Drying . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Rootstocks, Spacing and Trellis for Gordo in a Nematode-

infested Replant Situation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Evaluation of Cultural Practices and Rootstocks for Carina 

Grapevine .. 
The Effects of Heat Treatment and Viruses on Yield of 

Grapevines . . .... 
Control of Parasitic Nematodes on Grapevines . . . 
Biological Control of Emex spp 
Evaluation of Undervine and Overhead Sprinkler Irrigation on the 

Yield and Uptake of Sodium Chloride by Three Varieties of 
Grapevines . 

Capital Investments to Increase Productivity. 

Waite Agricultural Research Institute: 
Adaptation of the Link Trellis for Dried Sultanas . ........ .. . 

University of Sydney: 
Studies on the Propagation of Own-Rooted Prunes . . . . . . . . . . 

New Projects 
Australian Journal of Experimental Agriculture and Animal 

Husbandry. . . . .. .. . 
Treatment of Waste Water from Processing of Dried Vine Fruits 

(Mildura Co-op. and CSIRO) . 
Optimising Techniques for Irrigation Management and Salinity 

Control of Grapevines (N.S.W. Department of Agriculture, 
Dareton) . . . . . . .. .. . . 

Development of Computerised Methods of Disease Manage
ment of Dried Fruits Crops (N.S.W. & S.A. and overseas scien-
tist) . . . . . . ..... . 

Soil Management and Soil Structure Survey 
(S.A. Department of Agriculture) .. 

Improving Apricot Resin Sulphuring 
(S.A. Department of Agriculture) . 

Tatura Trellis Culture & Irrigation for Apricots 
(S.A. Department of Agriculture). . .. . ..... . 

Adaptation of New Technology in Spray Application to Spraying 
of Sultana Vines (Victorian Department of Agriculture) . 

The Distribution and Control of Grape Phylloxera in Victoria .. 

Administration Expenses . 
Continuing Provision .. 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE. 

$ 
17,000 

13,700 

19,267 

nil 

9,000 
400 

500 

800 

6,805 

6,035 

7,730 
17,384 
7,126 

13,044 
5 ,800 

1,170 

8,039 

133,800 

$ 

250 

43,832 (3 years) 

35,135 (3 years) 

17,228 (1 year) 

2,500 

4,300 

4,090 

6,100 
6,000 

119,435 

6,000 
5,000 

11 ,000 

$264,235 
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The meeting of the Committee also considered the following 
projects: 

Refused: 
Research into Significance of Nematodes to the Prune Industry .. 
Financial assistance of Post Graduate Training . 
Provision of Salinity Laboratory at lrymple. 
The Economic Significance of Diversification by Dried Fruit 

Growers into Fresh Fruit ..... . 
Overseas visit Dr. Taylor ... .. . . 
Assessment of the Economic Feasibility and Market Potential of 

Dried Tree Fruits Production in Victoria. . . . .... ... . 
Nutrient Composition of Dried Fruits. . ... .. . . 
Dried Apricot Production (W.A.). . . ... . . . .. . . 
Use of Micro Wave Energy for Dehydrating Prunes 

(Deakin University) .. 

The Levy for Season 1 981 was: 

Dried Vine Fruit . . . . . . .. . . . 
Dried Tree Fruit. . ......... . .... ... ...... .. . . . . . . 
Prunes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . . .... . 

Committee: The composition of the Committee is: 

Department of Primary Industry: 
Mr. W. J. Byrne (Chairman). 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association: 

5,150 
1,912 

45,832 

5,000 
7,860 

2,900 
20,931 
11,240 

6 ,420 

$1.00 per tonne 
$5.00 per tonne 
$2.50 per tonne 

Mr. F. H. Gill, O.B.E.; Mr. V. L. Byrnes; Mr. H. M. Tankard; Mr. R. W. Tiller. 

Packers of Dried Fruit: 
Mr. R. G. Horsburgh, Mr: M. MeN. Lucey. 

Australian Agricultural Council: 
Dr. J. W. Meagher, Victorian Department of Agriculture; Mr. A. Seberry, New South Wales Dept. of 

Agriculture; Mr. W. B. Harris, S.A. Department of Agriculture. 

C.S.I.R.O.: 
Mr. D. McBean, Division of Food Research. 

Secretary: 
Mr. G. Greet, Department of Primary Industry. 

6.3 Merbein Seedless: The C.S.I.R.O. an· 
nounced the release of the Merbein 7. 1 
Seedless Sultana, the first new variety 
of Sultana for drying since Sultanas 
were introduced into this country. The 
development of this variety was sup· 
ported by funds from the Dried Fruits 
Statutory Research Fund. 
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INDUSTRY ECONOMY 
Stabilisation: The Dried Sultanas Prices 
Underwriting Act was passed by the 
Federal Parliament, to provide support 
to the producers of dried Sultanas. The 
Act operates upon a mechanism of pro
viding support tied to a three-year 
average of returns. The average for 

7.2 

each year will include the two previous 
seasons and the current season. Sup
port will be at a rate of 90% of the three 
year average for season 1982, 1983 
and 1984, and at a rate of 95% for 
1985 and 1986. While the scheme 
does not provide the security which 
was sought, it has the advantages of not 
requiring contributions from growers, 
and of operating without tying Australian 
prices to world export prices, a situation 
which would be disastrous within the 
present marketing arena. While the 
Board was not completely happy with 
the scheme, it was accepted on a "little 
or nothing" basis, and that the Govern
ment was not willing to offer anything 
more. 

Equalisation: The Dried Vine Fruits 
Equalisation Act 1978 will be im
plemented for the first time for the 1 982 
season, because of the present large 
difference in prices between Australian 
and Export markets. The scheme will 
ensure that all packers will be able to 
forward to their growers an equal share 
of the proceeds from all markets with no 
packer unduly benefiting from sales 
solely on the higher priced markets. 
The equalisation levy on Australian 
sales has been set at: 

Currants ... .... ... . $432 per tonne 
$492 per tonne 
$520 per tonne 

Sultanas ...... .. . . . . 
Raisins ......... .. . . 

7.3 

· This levy will be returned to growers via 
packers as a subsidy on sales. Unfor
tunately, the delay caused by the time 
the money is in government hands may 
slow payments to growers. 

There is some doubt over the inter· 
pretation of the phrase "custody of the 
packer" as it relates to the time that 
levies become payable. The A.D.F.A. 
supports the interpretation that levies 
should be payable on sale, where they 
can be matched to receipt of income, 
and not upon movement of stocks 
either to other packers or agents' 
stores. This dispute over interpretation 
can be very costly in terms of the in· 
teres! charged on pools, and is being 
pursued with the Minister for Primary In
dustry and his Department. 
Despite problems with the initial im
plementation, it is believed that the 
scheme will be of real value in the pre
sent year, which is characterised by 
wide divergence of prices on various 
markets, because it averts the potential 
for independent packers to profit unfair
ly by marketing only on selected 
markets. 

Hail Insurance: The A.D.F.A. Hail In· 
surance Scheme was again successful
ly conducted for the 1982 Season, and 
the insurers have advised that they are 
willing to underwrite the Scheme for a 
further three years. Members of the Hail 
Insurance Committee are: Messrs. F. 
H. Gill, H. M. Tankard, R. B. Johnstone, 
A. W. Milne and R. Stevens. 
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The Scheme has now been in operation 
for four seaso:1s, details being: 

1978/1979 . .. .. .. . . • ... . . 
1979/ 1980 ... •.... .. ... .. 
1980/1981 ...•... . .. . . .. . 

Cost 

$9.25 per acre 
$9.50 per acre 

$10.00 per acre 
$12.00 per acre 

Acres Covered 

32,883 
37,403 
39,900 
38,753 

Claims 

$379,252 
61 ,280 

1,732.50 
300 1981 /1982 . .. . .. . . ..... . . 

7.4 

8.1 

8.2 

Growers' support for the scheme for the 
period under review allowed the pur
chase of $3.6 million cover. Minor hail 
damage assessments were made at 
Robinvale, Coomealla, Boeill Creek, 
Wicketts, Kyalite, and 700 acres in the 
Stewart area of Red Cliffs. Only one 
property from the 45 assessed in 
Stewart recorded a loss greater than 
20%. 
While hail losses were relatively minor in 
1981 , the occurrence of hail in five 
separate districts, coupled with the lack 
of a hail-free year since the scheme's 
inception, underlines its continuing im
portance to the industry. 
For the purposes of compensation, the 
value of production for Season 1 983 
has been set at $1,350 per acre. After 
allowing for the 20% excess to be 
borne by the grower, this will provide a 
wipe-out cover of $1 ,080 per acre. 

Land Use Policy: The A.D.F.A. 
presented a submission to the Standing 
Committee on Science and the Environ-

Macintosh attended the Annual General 
Meeting of the N.F.F., and were im
pressed by the growing stature of the 
body. 

8.3 Branch Representation at Federal 
Council: In accordance with the Resolu
tion of Federal Council 1975, Branch 
tonnages on a five-year average up to 
and Including Season 1981 , have been 
calculated, and Branches with more 
than one representative show: 

Coomealla . .. . 
Merbein . .. . . . 
Mildura . ... . . 
Red Cliffs .... . 
Robinvale ... . . 

Branch 
Tonnage 

7,434.6 
11,826.6 
19,836.8 
12,859.4 
8,634.6 

Representation 

3 
4 
4 
4 
4 

There is no change in representation from 
Federal Council 1 981 . 

GENERAL 
ment in regard to a land use policy for 9. 1 Staff: Mr. Jan Thorn was appointed to 

the position of General Secretary, left 
vacant by the death of Laurie Burgess, 
and ably filled when most required by 
Mr. W. A. Jackson, as Acting General 
Secretary. 

Australia. This submission covered the 
areas of irrigation management, salinity, 
urbanisation, and national parks. 
The A.D.F.A. also responded to a draft 
management policy statement for the 
proposed Kings Billabong State Game 
Reserve, setting out the problems the 
Reserve would present to growers in 
the district. 

ADMINISTRATION 
State Boards: The Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board was restructured, with Mr. J . D. 
F. Black of the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture being appointed its Chair
man, and Messrs. G. J . Black and C. A. 
Langford as grower members selected 
from panels of names submitted by the 
Board of Management and Victorian 
Branches of the A.D.F.A. Part of the 
function of the new Board is to review 
its operations and report to the Minister 
after the first year. 2 
National Farmers' Federation : The 

9
· 

A.D.F.A., together with the Australian· 
Canning Fruitgrowers' Association, has 
continued as an Associate Member of 
the Federation, at a joint cost of 
$4,000. This renewal was not entered 
into lightly, but on lhe realisation that the 
N.F.F. was becoming a powerful force 
and could provide continuing benefits to 
the A.D.F.A. This decision was reached 9 .3 
after the President of the N.F.F., Mr. 
Michael Davidson, addressed the Board 
on the importance of agricultural in
dustries having a single powerful lobby 
to Government. The A.D.F.A. also 
undertook to make a greater contribu-
tion as a member. Messrs. Gill and 

The move to Mildura also brought the 
appointment of a new Accountant, Mr. 
J . G. Fumberger, and two secretarial 
assistants, Mrs. S. Foster and Miss M. 
Lanigan. 
Miss Elaine Chambers has continued 
her work as Executive Home Economist 
in the A.D.F.A.'s Melbourne office, ably 
assisted by Mrs. B. Morris and Miss S. 
Clark. 
I would like to record my own and the 
Board's appreciation for the work of our 
present staff and those former 
members who were unable to move 
fro.m Melbourne. 

Press: We would again like to record 
our appreciation of Mr. G. Tilley, 
B.E.M. , Editor of the "Sunraysia Daily", 
for his continued assistance in the field 
of public relations and the dissemination 
of information. 

Auditor: With the move to Mildura, it has 
been decided to appoint the local firm of 
Harris Taylor & Co. as Auditors to the 
Association. This ends the period of 
long service given by the firm Morris 
Cohen, Glen & Co. over some 30 
years, for which we are deeply ap
preciative. 

10-July, 1982 

9.4 Government: Close liaison has again 
been maintained with Government 
members and officers of the Depart
ment of Primary Industry and State 
Departments of Agriculture and 
C.S.I.R.O. , as well as with the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation and 
the various State Boards. To these 
gentlemen who have assisted us during 
the year, I record my sincere apprecia
tion. 

9.5 Major Submission: The following sub
missions were made by the Board to 
Government or Government Commit
tees during the last year: 
1 . Rural Research and Extension. 
2. Land Use Policy: (a) Sentate Stan
ding Committee; (b) Kings Billabong. 
3. Public Bodies Review Committee; 
(a) A general submission to the Review 
Committee on the organisations carry
ing responsibilities for water, sewerage, 
drainage, and river improvements in 
Victoria; (b) A response to the Nielson 
Associates ' Report on Irrigation 
Management in Victoria. 

9 .6 Retirement of Mr. D. Andary, O.B.E.: I 
would like to place on record my own 
and the Board's appreciation of the ser
vice of Mr. David Andary to the Board of 
the Association. Although David is a 
grower representative, he has brought 
large commercial experience and in
sight to Board discussions. The dried 
fruits industry has benefited greatly 
from David's 13 years on the Board, 
and from his membership of his local 
Branch Executive since .1954. 

APPENDICES 

The following reports are attached as Appen
dices: 

1 . Inspection Charges. 

2. Viticultural Nursery Committee. 

3. Fruit Variety Improvement Committee 
(Vines). 

4 . Salinity. 

5. Production Problems Committee. 

6. Relocation of Head Office. 

For, and on behalf of the Board, 

F. H. GILL, O.B.E. 
Chairman. 
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The Victorian Vine 
Improvement Scheme 

N. Shanmuganathan, J. Washbourne, G. Fletcher Department of Agriculture, 
Victoria. 

In collarboration with the Fruit Variety Improve
ment Committee for Vines (FVIC·Vines), the 
Department of Agriculture is developing a 
scheme whereby it provides the grape industry 
in Victoria with high quality, virus-tested clonal 
propagation material suitable for producing root· 
lings or graftlings for replanting or new planting. 

The scheme is designed to bulk up the improv
ed material held in the Fruit Variety Foundation 
(fvf) repository at lrymple and to make it available 
in sufficient quantities to meet industry re
quirements. 

Under this scheme, Elite Plantings and 
Registered Mother Vine Plantings are being 
established to produce sufficient propagation 
material of selected scion varieties of commer
cial importance. Similarly, source blocks are be
ing set up to multiply rootstock material. 

Elite Plantings 
The Elite Plantings consitute the first stage of 

multiplication of fvf material. These planting~. 
which consist of approximately 25 plants of the 
same clone, are located on departmental land at 
lrymple. Elite Plantings are established only if 
adequate cutting material of fvf standard cannot 
be obtained to establish the next stage of bulking 
up, namely the Registered Mother Vine Plan· 
lings. To date 35 Elite Plantings have been 
established, covering 27 varieties in current 
commercial demand. The number of Elite Plan· 
tings will increase to about 60 in the next few 
years. 

Registered Mother Vine Plantings 
Since 1977 Registered Mother Vine Plantings 

(RMVP) are being established on selected 
growers' properties in the four main grape 
districts of Victoria, viz., Eastern, Central, 
Sunraysia and Mid-Murray. The varieties planted 
and the extent of the plantings vary depending 
on the local requirements of each district The 
Department of Agriculture , in consultation witt, 
the FVIC (Vines). selects growers of RMVPs 
from a list of applications received from the 
various districts. Extension Officers dealing with 
grapes have been helpful in finding sites for 
RMVP's. The Department then supplies the 
selected growers rootlings adequate to plant ap
proximately half a hectare or more of mother vine 
planting. These plantings are established and 
run on commercial lines but the Department 
makes regular inspections for virus diseases, 
off-types and other abnormalities. 

The cutting material produced from the 
RMVPs becomes the property of the Depart· 
men!. The allocation of cuttings is made by the 
Department in collaboration with FVIc (Vines) . 
Each year the material available is notified 
through local media and growers and 
nurserymen are invited to apply before 31st 
May. 

With regard to distribution of material, if de· 
mand exceeded supply, the ability of the appli· 
cant to grow nursery plants is taken into con· 
sideration. However, every effort is made to give 
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some material to all applicants. The ultimate aim 
is to have a surplus so that allocation is un
necessary. 

Forty-two RMVPs have been established so 
far and another 20 will be planted this year. It is 
proposed to have 85 to 90 RMVPs by 1985. 
The present plantings amount to about 1 5 ha 
and include 20 varieties (39 clones). When in 
peak production, the 90 RMVPs will yield about 
2 million cuttings, which would be more than 
adequate to meet industry needs. 

About 30,000 scion cuttings were sold for the 
first time in 1981, and in 1982, approximately 
75,000 cuttings will be available for sale. 

The major varieties that have been planted or 
are planned for planting as RMVPs in the four 
districts are as follows: 

Sunraysia 
Sultana, Muscat Gordo Blanco, Carina, Zante 

currant, Waltham Cross, Emperor, ltalia, Ruby 
Seedless, Calmeria, Almeria, Flame Seedless, 
Chardonnay, Colombard, Traminer, Sauvignon 
blanc. 

Mid-Murray 
Sultana, Muscat Gordo Blanco, Waltham 

Cross, ltalia, Cardinal, Emporer, Calmeria, Flame 
Seedless, Almeria, Colombard, Rhine Riesling, 
Sauvignon blanc, Cabernet Sauvignon, Ruby 
Cabernet 

North-East 
Chardonnay, Rhine Riesling, Muscadelle, 

Brown Muscat, Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz, 
Pinot Noir, Greenache, Merlo!. 

Central 
Rhine Riesling, Chardonnay, Cabernet 

Sauvignon, Pinot noir, Merlo!. 

Rootstocks 
As it is not remunerative for growers, or even 

nurserymen, to maintain blocks of rootstock for 
the sole production of cutting material, the 
multiplication of rootstocks is done by the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Under the Vine Improvement Scheme, a 
scource block of 4 ha was established in 1980, 
in the Mid-Murray. A further 0.5 ha will be added 
to this block this year. 

The rootstocks planted in this block are 
Ramsey, Schwarzmann, Kober 5BB, Harmony, 
Teleki 5A, K51·32 and Richter 99. About 
33,000 cuttings were obtained from the block in 
1981 and about 200,000 cuttings will be col· 
lected this year. When in peak production, i.e., 
in 1985, this block will yield about 800,000 cut
tings. 

Rootstock material is also supplied to industry 
from two other sources, namely the ADFA block 
at lrymple and the Rutherglen Research Institute 
Block. Some material is also obtained from small 
plantings located at the Sunraysia Horticultural 
Research Institute. All these sources provided 
about 250,000 cuttings in 1981, and the 

estimated production in 1982 is about 300,000 
cuttings. 

The Rutherglen Block will be phased out soon 
as it is in a phylloxerated area and the policy of 
the FVIC (Vines) is that all RMVPs and rootstock 
sources should be kept well clear of phyllox
erated areas. The original plan was to phase 
out the ADFA block as well, in due course, but it 
will now be maintained for some considerable 
time in view of the high, current demand for 
rootstock material. Currently, it is serving the in· 
dustry extremely well. 

Funding 
Financial support for the scheme has come 

from two sources. The Australian Wine Board 
(the present Wine and Brandy Corporation) has 
made a generous contribution of about $18,000 
over a two-year period to cover the capital costs 
of the rootstock source block. At the same time, 
the State Treasury is advancing a sum of about 
$30,000 over a four-year period to cover other 
establishment and maintenance costs. 

The scheme is expected to become self· 
supporting from 1986 onwards, at least as far as 
operational costs are concerned. In the mean· 
time, all revenue derived from sale of cutting 
material is used to repay the Treasury advance. 

Progress and Outlook 
Although the Victorian Vine Improvement 

Scheme began in 1 9 7 7, progress was slow un· 
til 1980. In 1980 the appointment of a full-time 
officer (Certification Officer · Vines) at lrymple to 
look after the day-to-day running of the Scheme 
gave a great boost to the Scheme and progress 
has been very rapid since then. 

In the past 2·3 years, there has been a signifi· 
cant increase in the number of Elite and 
Registered Vine Plantings established under the 
Scheme and a 4-hectare rootstock source block 
was also established during this period. 

The first sale of cuttings on both rootstock and 
scion material was made in 1 981 and sales are 
expected to increase significantly in 1 982 and 
annually thereafter. By 1985 when all plantings 
are expected to reach peak production, about 2 
million scion cuttings and over a million rootstock 
cuttings will be available for distribution to in· 
dustry. 

Continued on page 12. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCLIFF NURSERIES 
For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can be 
arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

P.O. Box 369, lrymple, Vic., 3498. 
Or phone (050) 24 5459. 

A.H. (050) 24 5500. 
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Continued from page 11. 
Although the supply of scion material is con· 

sidered adequate, there is some doubt over the 
supply of rootstock material because of the sud· 
den upsurge in the demand for this product. The 
Victorian Department of Agriculture is embarking 
on a big drive to urge dried vine (ruit growers to 
replant on rootstocks and this is likely to boost 
further the demand for rootstock cuttings. The 
FVIC (Vines) is therefore considering expansion 
of the present source blocks for rootstocks. 

The Vine Scheme has been given a lot of 
publicity in the State through the press, TV and 
government publications and at Field and 
Gadget Days. This has helped to publicise the 
Scheme and also increase sale of propagation 
material. 

The FVIC (Vines). which is composed of 
departmental officials and industry represen· 
tatives, has full responsibility for determining the 
size, number and location of source areas, for 
estimating the cutting requirements of specific 
varieties and scions and rootstocks and for 
determining the general policy regarding the 
allocation of material to growers and 
nurserymen. 

Industry representatives now on the the Com· 
mittee include Messrs. H. Tankard (ADFA), D. 
Gordon (Mildura Wine Grape Growers' Associa· 
tion), P. Brown (Victorian Wine Growers' 
Association), A. Bail (Mid-Murray Grape 
Growers' Association), J. Robb (Great Western 
and District Grape Growers' Association) and P. 

Smith (Sunraysia Nurserymen's Association). 
Support for the Scheme from the industry has 
been excellent so far and there is every reason 
to believe that it will remain so. 

Departmental members on the committee con· 
sist of viticulturists, plant pathologists, plant im· 
provement and certification omcers. They are 
responsible for the inspection of RMVPs, for the 
establishment and maintenance of rootstock 
source blocks and for all administrative matters 
concerning the Scheme. This arrangement is 
working satisfactorily. 

The outlook for the Scheme thus looks bright, 
particularly in view of the great interest shown by 
the grape industry in Victoria in the Scheme. 

~··· Frost - Its nat·ure and control 
Severe frosts, as recently experienced throughout the Rlverland and Sunraysia, could cause severe crop and 

plant loss If they re-occurred at and after budburst. 

Working up, rolling and watering the soil before budburst can provide vineyards with substantial protection 
from frost. 

Frost prevention is a community responsibility, so all growers, especially those in frost-prone areas, should 
prepare vineyards before budburst, and refrain from cultivating or disturbing the soil during the frost danger period. 

, 
Nature of frost 

On any day of the year the surface soil in an 
orchard or vineyard goes through a cycle of heat 
changes. During the day the soil absorbs heat 
and becomes warmer, (figure 1 ); at night the 
soil, and to a lesser extent the trees, vines and 
trellis, give off or radiate heat and become col· 
der (figure 2). 
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Fig. 1 . During the day the soil, plants and 
vines, absorb and store heat. 

Whether the soil surface and surrounding air 
reaches the frost temperature of ooc or not 
depends on-

( 1 ) the amount of heat stored in the top 
300·380mm of soil during the day. 

(2) the amount of heat lost by radiation at 
night. This depends on the rate of heat loss and 
length of the night. The rate of loss by radiation 
is greater on a clear, still night. Clouds have a 
blanketing effect. 

(3) the flow of heat from the soil to the 
radiating soil or plant surface. If this flow of heat 
cannot keep pace with the heat loss by radiation, 
then the temperature of the soil surface and the 
surrounding air drops. 

(4) the moisture content of the air. As the soil 
and plants cool off at night, the temperature of 
the air in contact with them may fall below the 
dew p()lnt, causing moisture in the air to con· 

12-July, 1982 

dense and form dew. This change from water 
vapor to dew gives off latent heat which tends 
to retard the temperature drop. The higher the 
dew point at night, the less chance of a frost. If 
the temperature continues to drop, it will reach 
ooc and the dew will freeze. This again is a point 
where the temperature drop is arrested tern· 
porarily because latent heat is given out when 
the dew changes to ice (frost). 

What happens when plant tissue Is frosted 
Plant tissue contains mainly water held in cells 

and small conducting vessels. When this water 
freezes it expands and ruptures the tender cell 
walls, killing the tissue. When the sap in the 

The pattern of temperatures on a frosty night 
On a calm, clear night, the coldest air is in con· 

tact with the soil surface and the temperature in· 
creases with height. 

The height at which the temperature stops in· 
creasing ·and begins to decrease is called the In· 
version level and this can vary from am to 30m. 

During the spring the air temperature at 9m is 
often 3 o C to 4 o C higher than air temperature at 
0.3m. When this is so, we say there is an inver· 
sion of 3°C to 4°C in the first 9m. 

The greater the inversion of temperature bet· 
ween ground level and 9m, the better the 
chance of frost pots and wind machines minimis· 
ing frost. 

-o ~ ~ 
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Fig. 3. Moist, weed-free compact soil is ex
cellent. 
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Fig. 2. At night heat is lost from the soil, 
plants, and vines by radiation and the 
temperature drops. 

damaged tissue melts it leaks away and gives 
the characteristic "burnt" appearance of a 
frosted plant. 

Principles of frost protection 

Although such weather conditions as day 
temperatures, humidity and the presence of 
cloud, over which we have no control, play a big 
part ·in determining whether there will be a frost 
or not, there are aspects of management that 
give a high measure of frost protection. 

A moist, compact, weed-free soil surface is 
the key to successful frost control. 

Figures 3 and 4 show the effect of different 
soil conditions on the air temperature at cropping 
level. 
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Fig. 4. Standing cover crop is bad. 

A standing cover crop in an orchard or 
vineyard increases the frost risk in three ways: 

( 1) By shading the soil it greatly reduces heat 
stored during the day. 

(2) The cover crop dries out the soil thus 
lowering its heat capacity. 

(3) The radiating surface, which is the fop of 
the cover crop, is raised. This brings the coldest 
layer much closer to the fruiting level. 

If the cover crop is low and succulent there 
could be some small compensating influences 
namely: 

• The radiating surface is close to ground 
level. 

• The cover crop being green and succulent 
would store and subsequently release heat. 

• Should heavy dew formation occur within 
the cover crop then there would be some 
release of latent heat. 

However, this practice is nowhere near as 
good as a clean, compacted soil surface for frost 
protection. 

Straw mulch 
A thick cover of straw on the soil increases the 

frost risk (see figure 5) for the following reasons: 
• It acts as an insulating layer largely preven

ting heat from being stored in the soil during the 
day. 

• Similarly at night it prevents the heal flow 
back to the top of the straw which is the radiating 
surface. 

This explains why frost is generally thicker on 
a layer of straw than on bare ground. 

A dry cultivated soil (figure 6) greatly in
creases frost risk because: 

( 1 ) A loose. puffy surface greatly reduces 
heat stored during the day. Firstly, because the 
air pockets as an insulating layer, secondy, 
the heat doesn't flow weN through dry soil and 
thirdly, dry soil doesn't hold or store as much 
heat as moist soil. 

(2) At night the heat in the soil finds it hard to 
get through the air pockets in the loose soil sur
face to replace the heat lost by radiation. 

A cover crop which is mown very close to the 
soil and bares or exposes a reasonably big area 
of moist compacted soil offers a fair measure of 
frost protection (figure 7). 

The features of this treatment are: 
( 1) The radiating surface is at or near ground 

level. 
(2) There is reasonably good absorption and 

storage of heat during the day. 
(3) At night a fair amount of heat can flow 

back and reach the radiating surfaces. 
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Fig. 5 . Straw mulch is very bad. 

Fig. 6 . Cultivated dry soil is very bad. 
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Fig. 7. Slashed cover crop is only fair. 
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The effect of rolling on frost protection 
depends on how well the soil surface can be 
compacted. 

Rolling of a dry and/or trashy soil surface com
pacts the surface very little and has a very 
limited effect on frost protection. 

If, however, the soil surface is moist and free 
of weeds, rolling can give added compactior 
which increases the frost orotection. 
The problem of spring weeds 

Even following a thorough clean-up of the 
cover crop, some properties develop a strong 
growth of spring weeds after the first irrigation or 
rain. The question often arises "what to do with 
these weeds". If they are fairly sparse, then 
leave the soil undisturbed during the frost 
danger period; but if grow1h is thick and vigorous 
and is likely to create a frost hazard or is likely to 
affect tree or vine growth by competition, then 
there are three possible solutions: 

( 1) Rotary slash as close as possible to 
ground level. 

(2) Very lightly rotary hoe tl'le mat of weeds 
when they are only 25mm or so high and im
mediately roll. The success of this operation 
depends on: 

(a) doing it when the weeds are still small and 
the soil is moist. 

(b) rotary hoeing and rolling must be com
pleted by mid-day so as to permit absorption and 
storage of heat in the afternoon. 

(c) timing this operation with a weather cycle 
that is likely to produce rain; this will give added 
compaction to the soil. 

(3) Spray the regrowth when very small with 
a "knockdown" weedicide which simply "burns" 
off the top growth. This effectively bares the soil 
without the need to disturb the soil surface. 
However, the method is still fairly costly. 
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Summary 
Measures 

Frost Prevention 

The following points sum up the requirements to reduce the risk 
of frost: 

• all cultivation, knifing, furrowing-out and silly ploughing must 
be finished by budburst; 

• roll the soil In and between furrows; 

• water evenly and lightly to help compact the soil and store more 
heat; 

• don't cultivate or work the soil until early November; 

• if weeds become a problem, remove them by -

(a) slashing as close to ground level as possible, OR 
(b) spray weeds with a knockdown weedicide such as paraquat 

(Gramoxone*) which will burn them off and leave the soil 
bare. 

* registered trade mark. 

1983 HAIL INSURANCE SCHEME IS OPEN 

The A.D.F.A.'s Hail Insurance Scheme for 1983 opens on 
1st August, 1 982 . 
For the purposes of compensation , value of production 
has been set at $1 ,350. As the grower bears the loss of 
the first 20%, maximum compensation has risen to 
$1 ,080 per acre. The cost of the Insurance will be 
$11 . 50 per acre if finalised before 1 3th August, 1 982, 
and $1 2. 50 per acre if effected after that date. 

Application forms are available now from your local 
packing company, from the Dried Fruits Centre or the 
the A.D.F.A. Head Office, Deakin Avenue, Mildura. 

YOU CAN MINIMISE THE FINANCIAL STRAIN THAT HAIL CAN CAUSE BY INSURING NOW 

14-July, 1982 DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



WINTER COOKING 
Wonderful Winter warm-ups for hearty appetites. 

EUREKA LAMB 
Here 's what you need: 
61amb chops (forequarter or chump) 
Salt and pepper 
2 tablespoons oil 
1 small can crushed pineapple 
Y2 cup Seeded Raisins 
V2cuphoney 
1 teaspoon salt 
Y2 teaspoon cinnamon 
Y2 teaspoon mixed spice 
2 medium oranges (peeled and sliced) 

Here's what you do: 
Season the chops and brown in the oil then 

place in a baking pan. Mix together the remaining 
ingredients and pour over the chops. Bake in a 
moderately slow oven for 30-40 minutes or until 
the chops are tender. Serve w1th rice and green 
beans. 

• 
CURRANT ROL Y POLY 
Here's what you need: 
375 g (1:t oz) plain flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
Pinch salt 
180 g (6 oz) Currants 
180 g ( 6 oz) finely shredded suet or copha 
Scant cup water 

Here's what you do: 
Sift together the flour, bak1ng powder and salt. 

Add the Currants and suet and mix to a soft 
dough with the water. Form the mixture into a roll 
and place on a floured pudding cloth. Roll up 
loosely and t1e at each end to form a sausage 
shape. Place the pudding into boiling water and 
let it boil gently for 2 hours. Serve out and serve 
with a thin lemon sauce. 

• 
HOT WINTER FRUIT 
SALAD 
Here's what you need: 
1 cup Dried Apricots 
1 cup Prunes 
4 bananas, peeled and cut in quarters 
lengthwise 
Y2 cup Seeded Raisins 
3 large tablespoons honey 
1 cup fresh orange juice (about 3 oranges) 
Rind of 1 lemon 

Here's what you do: 
Soften the Apncots and Prunes 1n water. ThiS 

can be done by soaktng overntght. On a buttered 
dish lay the cut bananas, and between the slices 
arrange the Prunes and Apncots. Sprinkle the 
Seeded Raisins on top. Melt together the honey 
and orange juice and pour over the dish. Grate 
over it the rind of a small lemon. Top with dabs of 
butter and bake for 30 minutes 1n a moderate 
oven. Serve hot. 
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FRENCH PRUNE CAKE 
Here's what you need: 
90 g (3 oz) butter, melted 
1 cup raw sugar 
1 tablespoon golden syrup 
3eggs 
1 cup self-raising flour 
3 dessertspoons milk 
250 g (8 oz) chopped Prunes 

Here's what you do: 
Place the melted butter, sugar, syrup and eggs 

together in a basin and beat until the mixture is 
thick and creamy. Fold in the sifted flour alter
nately with the milk. Last add the Prunes. 

Place the mixture into a greased and floured 
tin approx 20 em (8") and bake in a moderate 
oven for about 45 minutes or until cooked when 
tested. 

• 
QUICK KEDGEREE 
Here's what you need: 
125 g (4 oz) rice 
1 banana 
125 g (4 oz) cheese 
1' small tin salmon or tuna 
1 hardboiled egg 
60 g (2 oz) sultanas 
60 g (2 oz) seeded ratsms 

Here's what you do: 
R1nse the rice under cold water and then place 

in a large saucepan of boiling water, to cook for 
8· 1 0 minutes. Mash the banana and grate the 
cheese. Strain the rice when cooked and add half 
the quantity to the salmon and dned fruits and stir 
well. Tip into a buttered casserole dish, spread 
with the mashed banana and sliced egg. 

Cover with the rest of the rice and top with the 
grated cheese. Place under a griller to brown 
lightly. 

• 
GOLDEN NUGGETS 
Here's what you need: 
250 g (8 oz) self-raising flour 
Pinch salt 
1f4 teaspoon mixed spice 
90 g (3 oz) butter 
90 g (3 oz) sugar 
1/2 cup well drained, crushed pineapple 
125 g (4 oz) Sultanas 
1 egg 
4 tablespoons pineapple syrup from the can 

Here's what you do: 
Silt the dry ingredients into a bowl then rub 1n 

the butter. Add the sugar, pineapple and 
Sultanas. Beat the egg and mix with the pineap
ple syrup. Add to the dry ingredients and stir until 
combined. Place dessertspoonfuls of the mixture 
on a lightly greased tray and bake 1n a moderate 
oven for 20-25 minutes. 

SULTANA CAKE 
Here's what you need: 
750 g (1 V2lbs) Sultanas 
1 '14 cups boiling water 
3 eggs, separated 
1 cup raw sugar 
1 tablespoon grated orange rind 
'12 cup safflower oil 
'12 cup orange juice 
1 cup soy flour 
H '4 cups wholemeal self-ratsing flour 
Y2 teaspoon vegetable salt 

Here's what you do: 
Pour boiling water over Sultanas, stand 1 hour, 

then add orange juice. 

Beat egg-yolks and sugar together until light 
and creamy, add orange rind and 011 ; beat well. 
Add undrained Sultana mixture, alternately with 
sifted dry ingredients; mix thoroughly. Fold in 
stiffly beaten egg-whites. Spoon mixture into 
oaper-lined 20 em (8") square cake tin, bake in 
moderately slow oven 1 hour 35 minutes, or until 
cooked when tested w1th a skewer. When 
cooked, cover with clean teatowel and coo11n tin. 

• 
WHOLEMEAL FRUIT 
COOKIES 
Here's what you need: 
60 g (2 oz) butter 
Y2 cup raw sugar 
112 teaspoon vamlla 
1 egg 
30 g (1 oz) walnuts, chopped 
Y2 cup sultanas 
Y4 cup wholemeal plain flour 
v. cup wholemeal self-raising flour 
Y2 cup rolled oats 
1 dessertspoon wheat germ 

Here's what you do: 
Cream the butter and add the sugar, beating 

until light. Add the vanilla and egg, mixing well. 
Add the chopped walnuts, sultanas and then stir 
in the flours, oats and wheat germ. Drop teas
poonfuls of the mixture on to a greased tray. 
Bake 1n a moderate oven for 10-15 minutes. 
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THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 

The Executive of The A.D.F.A. 
Board of Management 

The members of the Board, Agents' Representatives and the General Secretary are listed on the Contents page of this issue. 

COMMITTEES 
Tree Fruits: Mr. F. H. Gill, O.B.E. (Chairman); Messrs. P. Critchley, R. C. I. Harris, J. Hunt, W. H. Leggett, W. S. Plush, C. L. Roy, P. L. 

Thompson, B. Watson -tlnd R. L. Wood. 

Prunes: Mr. F. H. Gill, O.B.E. (Chairman); Messrs. K. J. Beecher, M.A. Berridge, S. N. Brooke-Kelly, R. Ceccato, L. Cormack, A. E. 
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Delves, D. Granger, A. Hall, B. M. Lewcock, J. McGlinn, I. Peden. 

COUNCIL OF BRANCHES 

S.A. River Council: Messrs. K. Twigden (Chairman). K. H. Dunstone (Secretary). 
Sunraysia District Council: E. J . Lloyd (Chairman), N. J. Kirwin (Secretary) . 
Griffith District Council: 0. Bugno (Chairman), R. Ceccato (Secretary). 
Young District Council: S. N. Brooke-Kelly (Chairman). J. F. Walker (Secretary). 

Branch Chairman 

Angaston .. .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . A. R. Milway 
Barmera . . . . . . . . . .. L. E. McCreanor 
Berri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A. Chapple 
Cadell . .. . . . . .. .... . . . . .. .. . .. R. W. Tiller 
Coomealla ... P. H. Thompson 
Gol Gel . . . . . . . . . . F. Tassone 
Loxton . . W. H. Leggett 
Merbein ... .. .... ... .... . . . ... J . Matotek 
Mid-Murray . B. K. Boulton 
Mildura . . R. L. Arnold 
Moo rook . . . . . . . . . . . . H. R. Swanbury 
Pomona . .. . .. .. . .. . ..I. W. Lyell 
Red Cliffs . . . . .... . ... J . H. Robertson 
Renmark . . . . . . P. G. Sims 
Robinvale . . ... . . . .. . P. J. Macintosh 
S. A. Prunegrowers . . .. . . ... B. M. Lewcock 
Waikerie . . . . . .. ... .. .... . . . .. K. H. Andrew 
Western Australia . . .. D. P. Taylor 

HEAD OFFICE 

Deakin Avenue, Mildura. 
P.O. Box 1142, Mildura, 3500. 

Telephone: (050) 23 5174. 

Secretary 

W. E. Williams 
R. K. P. Brooke 
J. Hunt 
R. D. Harris 
B. J. Gledhill 
E. G. Morello 
B. E. McClory 
Mrs. A. K. Hudson 
P. Brown 
Mrs. F. Lock 
K. J . Light 
M. C. Vermeulen 
M. V. Sutterby 
P. T. Critchley 
J. B. Connell 
R. D. Hastwell 
P. L. Thompson 
W. S. James 
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