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FROST PREVENTION AND RELIEF 
The following report from the chairman 

of the Frost. Prevention and Relief Commit
tee (Mr. F. McGlasson) is of particular in
terest to growers at this time of the year and 
the work of the commitee has be·en of great 
service to the industry. 

Mr. McGlasson's report states:-
Since our last meeting I have studied every

thing relat.ing to frost that has come under 
my notice and carefully perused the follow
ing:-

1. Mr. Quinn's report, "Frost Control in 
Other Countries." 

2. Mr. E. C. West's report to the CoUncil 
of Scientific and Industrial Research ("Dried 
Fruits News"). 

3. Mr. Bromley's article in the «Adver
tiser." 

4. Mr. E. Creaton's observation ("Dried 
Fruits News"). 

5. Mr. E. T. Wickson, Californian Fruits. 
6. Mr. J. E. Coit, Citrus Fruits. 
The most outstanding feature, however, is 

that taken collectively the information is de
cidedly complicated and frequently the con
clusions are widely different and lead one to 
believe that there is very lit.tle of any substan
tial information available for our guidance. 

I have, therefore, been compelled to form 
my own conclusions as to various abstracts 
which may be considered as applicable to these· 
areas and have in consequence drawn up the 
following report which I trust will provide a 
starting off point from which some succe·ss 
may eventually be achieved. 

FROST PREVENTION 
When considering ways and means of pre

venting damage by frost it is imperative that 
a close· study of the local conditions be made. 

1. The lay of the land most frequently 
affected. 

2. Natural obstacles such as rising ground, 
belts of Mallee, etc., which may influence or 
retard the movement of atmospheric currents. 

3. The nature of the frost which is most 
prevalent in the area. 

4. The condition of the ground most 
affected by a particular frost., whether it is 
too dry, uncultivated, or covered with vege
taion. 

With these points satisfactorily dealt with 
we are in a position to formulate a line of 
acion that may be reasonably successful of 
either eliminating the damage· altogether or 
of reducing the adverse affect of frost on our 
··ines and trees. Definite information in re
spect to past efforts is decidedly lacking and 
we have little knowledge regarding the fre
quency or severity of frosts which have been 
experienced even in recent years, although 
certain useful facts have been established and 
may be taken into account for future guid
ance. Where black frosts or freezes are ex
perienced nothing short of raising the tem
perature of atmosphere by artificial meanS 
would be effective and a review of costs per 
acre necessary to provide the plant and fuel 
capable of producing such an effect appears 
to make such a scheme prohibitive except for 
very valuable crops. In California records of 
such costs are as follows:-

Initial cost of plant £45 to £60 per acre 
The annual charge for interest and deprecia
tion, etc., is about £8. Labor and fuel works 
out at about £1 per acre per night allowing 
for crude oil at 1£d per gallon on the or
chard. These estimates are for citrus groves 
using 100 pots per acre, but for the purpose 
of a smoke-screen less than this number would 
serve possibly the average 16 to 20-acre· block. 
As crude oil in river areas costs about 9d per 
gallon, fuel would cost about 45/- per night, 

providing the fire pots were not required more 
than three hours or so, otherwise the cost 
would be doubled. 

Experiments have been carried out with 
the tar-like residue from the Cobdogla pu.nlps, 
and I find that, providing the excess moisture 
is remove·d and it is mixed with dried fruit 
stems, it burns quite well when the mass is 
once alight and creates a good smoke. Similar 
tests have been carried out with the shells of 
apricot stones and this tar, also with part tar 
and part crude oil and it would appear that a 
suitable substance can be made up. Last year 
I found that crude oil and stems would 
smoulder for 12 hours or more, but as only 
about a cupful of oil was used, there was not 
much smoke and more pots would be needed. 
With more oil or tar we might produCe a suit
able combination that would last for six: or 
eight hours. The supply of stems and peap:h 
stone shells, etc., is, however, very li:ri:rltecl __ <t:t 
present, but if it proved successful more c·pula 
be retained for future use. A gallp,ri .0.£_'_'Ja,r 
in a suitable bucket will burn about:.,ny:o i:'#$i 
a half hours and bulk supplies .CO';'~d! L ~Y 
arrangement, be made available, 1VliicJa .;)Y;PUJd 
be a decided advantage. : · ' · ·' 1 

't 

[Note.-The Department 
Victoria admit that smoke 
and the Closer 
allow settlers to buy tar 
"Dried Fruits News." 

CALIFORNIAN EXPE:tVt: 
Smudge fires have been d,\~s:lrcli\'4;:w 

smokeless burners are now ~~'Jg~g.elWl . .'':1§1: 
California. 

Large fires and also large, 
the atmosphere moving W¢l'e 

Liquid sprays and· steam je1;s .. ,:f,~r ;)fe.;£ill.l;• 
the atmosphere ~am? were, ,'~::.:f:~}J~f;x,\:;.~d 
coated the trees w1th 1ce. Gl9uds ·;-,~a~gif~_p,~t.'.i 
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FROST PREVENTION AND RELIEF 
(Cont-inued from ·Page 1") 

by reducing the radiation of heat from the 
soil. Hence we attempt to get the same effect 
with a smoke-screen. Irrigations retard frost 
became wet ground passes off moist heat. which, 
being heavier than dry heat, tends to lay near 
the ground and interferes with radiation, as 
moiSt air becomes chilled it forms a vapour 
and eventually a dew which lays on the vege
tation and when this is affected by still lower 
temperatures it forms a white frost, hence it 
will be realised that so long as sufficient mois
ture remains in the air there is no effect of 
frost. Given the same low temperatures on 
dry land tender shoots would no doubt be 
adversely affected because there would be no 
moist air blanket to obstruct radiation and 
rapid loss of heat from the soil, because we 
appreciate the value of an irrigation at frost 
periods. Any obstruction to radiation, 
whether it is a smoke-scre·en, a vapour blanket 
or a cloudy sky, produces a beneficial effect, 
but such benefit ceases as soon as the ob
Stacle is_ re~o_ved by a bre·eze. 

RADIATION v. BREEZE 
Radiation is caused by the air immediately 

above the ground becoming heated by the soil 
temperature, and being warmer it. is, the·refore, 
lighter than the layers of colder air above and, 
therefore, it instantly rises up and causes the 
colder air above to fall and take its place, 
hence it will be seen that as this move·ment 
is continuous the heat of the soil is soon ex
hausted and the lower air gradually recedes 
in temperature. Under such conditions the 
soil heat is definitely lost and nothing short of 
artificial heating of the orchard could offset 
such an effect before sunrise. A breeze has 
not quite the same affect, as the air is moving 
horizontally, and as the warmer air near the 
soil is moving from one area to another it 
does not necessarily follow that the ground 
temperature falls greatly. If, however, the 
breeze continues it may remove sufficient of 
the warm air to cause a frost, but it would 
no. doubt take much longer than direct radia
tion. 

,·As we have no record of the comparative 
£ernper;1tures during frost periods of Cali

JO:trii<:t. and Australia it may be that Califor
:-RJ.atl· f:iosts are more severe than they are here, 
·u·-'this is so certain methods which have proved 

in California may still be useful 
,

01
,, ·-· ""·--·_.except very severe white frosts of 

,,'if 'deBiU& freeze. q,,,_,. ,, .. ,_., 

of the high cost of rais
by heating our orchards, 

that dense smoke-screens be 
a means of combating frost. 

in any area recognised as 
su_bject_ to frost participate in the 

be formed in each 
the arrangements for col-

~:iterials for burning. The 
reliable thermometers in suitable 

.positions and the periodic inspection of same 
during the danger periods. 

'f"'"'''"'3, •. ", , .. That'. a means be defined of advising all 
-l growers promptly whenever a call out is 

necessary. 
4. Every effort. should be put forward to 

have all belts of Mallee removed as records 
show that they influence low temperatures as 
much as . five degrees. 

5. As a preliminary precaution extra cane·s 
should be left on all vines sitUated in basins 
subject to frost. 

6. That all such vines be treated with an 
acid-iron or lime-wash spray to retard the 
burst. 

7. Plough all such land early and allow it 
to settle before the danger period. 

8. Manure heavily to strengthen the con
stitution of the vines. 

9. Saturate the sub-soil and endeavor to 
conserve moisture in the soil. 

10. Destroy patches of weeds or green 
crops to allow a free passage of air. 
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11. Preserve all rubbish suitable for burn
ing such as tree fruit stones, ashes, cocky 
chaff, dried fruit tailings, stable manure, saw
dust, old tyres, etc. 

12. Provide for the supply of tar or crude 
oil and suitable buckets for burning same. 

13. Secure reliable thermometers (mini
mum recording) . 

14. Start fires burning when the tempera
tures falls to 3 0 degrees and if frost develops 
keep them going until well after sunrise. Pro
duce most smoke on the higher portion of the 
land, as it will settle in the hollows if the air 
is still. 

15. That each grower submit a report to 
the_ sub-committee immediately following a 
frost' similar to the following:-
Temperatures 9 a.m. 12 p.m. 3 a.m. 

6 a.m. 
Fires lit at. ......... Temperature ......... . 
Fires Burned. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . hours 
Numbers of Fires Burned Satisfactory ....... . 
Number of Fires Went Out. ................ . 
Smoke·screen, Effect, Light, Medium, Dense. 
Did Smoke Remain Until Sunrise? .......... . 
Recommendations or Remarks .............. . 

CONCLUSION 
It must be clearly understood that the above 

recommendations are made with a view to 
combating the lighter types of frost which are 
liable to occur frequently about the time of 
bud-burst, in the· writer's opinion considerable 
damage is done to the opening buds by these 
comparatively light frosts and it is of the ut
most importance to growers that preventative 
ineasure·s should be taken at this vital stage 

if we are to reduce the number of bare 
patches on the canes of the sultana vines which 
are usually so frequent in areas subject to such 
frosts. 

Few, if any, growers have the means on 
hand to effectively combat a freeze, or for 
that matter an intense· white frost and, there
fore, the recommendations are to concentrate 
along lines that are likely to promote the 
greatest. benefit by means that are within the 
reach of any section of growers who are will
ing. to get together with the object of pro
tecting a given area during the· critical stage 
from the earliest sign of budburst to forma
tion of the fruit bunches throughout the 
vine and if this is effe·ctively carried out a 
considerable amount of loss in crops should 

be eliminated.======== 

RED CLIFFS BRANCH 
At the annual meeting of the Red Cliffs 

Branch the secretary submitted the audited 
statement, stating that the credit balance, 
including ·fixed deposits, was £730, as com
pared with £548 last year. In reply to a 
question, he stated that it cost £15 0 a year to 
run the branch. The advent of the adiminis
tration of the· Finance Board increased the 
costs. 

Mr. Edwards suggested that an accountancy 
branch be arranged to look after the· books of 
growers. He moved that the new committee 
consider and accountancy branch subsidised 
by the branch. This was seconded by Mr. R. 
Browne, and carried. 

Murray River 
VINEGROWERS ' • 

You all apply Nitrogen in some form or other to 
Your Soils 

BUT 
IS IT THE RIGHT FORM ? 

Do Your Vines GET IT ALL 
in a readily-available, efficient and non
leaching form when they need it most 
AT BUD BURST? 

II 

Sulphate of Am mon1a 
applied with Superphosphate in the form of 

3 : 1 Super and Ammonia 
(4-6 cwts. per acre in July-August) 

will ensure: 
STRONG HEALTHY SHOOTS 
ABUNDANT FRUIT SETTING 
LARGE BUNCHES OF HIGH QUALITY 
FRUIT 

ALL SHEDS SUPPLY 3: 1 SUPER & AMMONIA 
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MERBEIN GROWERS' UNION sion, particularly with J.epresentations that the 
work of lining and cleaning of channels 
should be continued. Representatives of the 
cominittee havl. waited on the Minister of 
Water Supply during each of his visits to the 
district to stress the necessity for this work to 
be done and hopes are entertained that the work 
ovill be commenced again after the end of the 
financial year. 

Fourth Annual Meeting 
This branch is one of the· most active, the 

work covering the general interests of grow

ers. 

The following report submitted 
president (Mr. Geo. J. Hyndman) 
good idea of this work:-

by the 
gtves a 

Meetings of the committee have been held 
monthly during the year, also special meetings 
have been held when necessary to cope with 
urgent work. 

By invitation from the managers of the 
sheds operating in Merbein an inspection of 
packed dried vine fruits of 1933 crop was 
made by the committee and much useful 
knowledge that should be of advantage in 
the work for the good of those· engaged in 
the industry was gained. 

The sum of £5 was donated from the Union 
to the benevolent. fund of the Merbein branch 
of the R.S.S.I.L.A. for the assistance of invalid 
soldiers at Caulfield Military Hospital, who 
are being supplied with citrus fruits from this 
.district. 

Strenuous efforts have been made through
out the year to bring about. a reduction of 
rail freights on dried fruit for export'. The 
union has been represented on deputations~ 
etc., that have put forward representations 
for this reduction. The committe·e are not 
relaxing their efforts to alter the present posi
ion of rail freight charges on dried fruit for 
export. 

The committee was represented at. a deputa
tion which waited on the Minister for Cus
toms in July, 1933, at Mildura to point out 
the adverse effect any reduction in import· 
duty on dates would have on the dried fruits 
industry. Sales tax on various articles used 
by gro~ers was also discussed with the Min
ister and subsequently certain requirements of 
growers were declared free of sales tax. 

The following items were submitted by the 
committee for consideration by the District 
Council, State Conference and Federal Coun
cil of the A.D.F.A.:-

"That all fruit Jdivered and classed before 
new se·ason's official grade samples are available 
to packing-sheds, shall have· the delivery docket 
market, 'subject to re-grading when samples 
are available,' and that a sample shall be 
drawn and plainly marked and held by the 
packer for future reference." 

ALTERATION TO RULE 26, PAGE II 
"Delete all words after 'in each season' and 

insert the following: 'And the Federal Council 
shall elect a grade fixing committee of five 
members! Three shall be grower representa
tives and two represe·nt.ing packers. This grade 
fixing committee shall represent the A.D.F.A. 
<On all matters relating to t.he fixing of grades 
.and samples of dried fruit.." 

ALTERATION TO RULE 17, PARA

GRAPH 3, PAGE 8 

"Delete all words after 'earliest opportunity' 
-and insert the following: 'Should any mem
ber of the Board of Management absent him
self on three consecutive meetings of the 
'Board without obtaining leave of absence his 
seat shall be declared vacant, or should any 
extraordinary vacancy occur on the Board, 
such vacancies shall be filled by the remaining 
members of the Board appointing a person who 
is a member of the Federal Council to fill such 
vacancy. No vacancy shall be filled less than 
three months prior to a Federal Council meet
-ing and the appointment shall continue until 
the next succeeding meeting of the Council.~' 

"That Federal Council request the Board 
of Management to report on their activities 
and progress in securing to the dried fruits 
grower the legal ownership .of his fruit. Fail
ing a satisfactory solution of the ·problem 
Federal Council to discuss the advisability of 
appointing an auditor to report on the finan
cial stability of an A.D.f.A. packing-shed. 
Such report to be sent only when requested by 
a district council or branch of the A.D.F.A. 
and shall be strictly confidential." 

The election of a member of the commit
re·e to the State Dried Fruits Board was a 
matter for general satisfaction and was brought 
about by the Merbein growers exercising their 
right r.o vote in such numbers that a Merbein 
grower, Mr. A. Rawlings, was able to top the 
poll. It is to be hoped that all growers will 
vote at future elections for grower representa
tives. 

' A party of growers from the Murrumbidgee 
area visited Merbein and was entertained and 
shown over Merbein by the committe·e, as
sisted by the Merbein branch of the 
R.S.S.I.L.A. Much knowledge of conditions 
in other districts are gained by these inter
change of visits and should be more often 
availed of. 

During the year growers agreed to an in
crease of 1/9 per acre on their irrigation rate 
and thus obtained a six-watering irrigation 
season instead of five waterings, and it is ex
pected that the practice of horticulture will 
show improved results by this extra watering. 

During the year under review close contact 
has been kept with the S.R. and W.S. Commis-

Representations have been made to the Min
ister of Water Supply for a reduction of in
terest charged in water rates and the Minister 
has replied to Merbein that the Treasury is 
paying higher interest for the money when 
exchange is added than is being charged. Red 
Cliffs and Nyah-Woorinen districts are as
sisting in this movement for a reduction. 

A very important matter dealt with during 
the year was the proposal to instal another 
pumping unit at Merbein pumping st.ation as a 
safeguard against possible breakdown in the ex
isting plant and to endeavor to reduce the 
time occupied in each irrigation. Enquiry 
along this line was first moored by the com
mittee and other organisations in the Merbein 
district in 1932. The S.R. and W.S. Com
mission intimated recently that this unit could 
be installed if growers were willing to pay an 
extra 6/6 per acre on the·ir water rate. A 
ballot, was taken among growers by the local 
office of the S.R. and W.S. Commission and 
a very large majority voted 
It is ge-nerally acknowledged 

that 

in the negative. 
that the feeling 

the industry at behind this vote was 
present could not pay any more increase in 
costs, but that a new unit is necessary as an 
insurance. 

A community drainage scheme· throughout 
Merbein has been prominendy in front of 'all 
growers during the last 12 months. A Mer

bein drainage committee was electe:d: from_ -:a 
general meeting of growers. 

"WARATAH" Fencing Pro~ 
100 Per Cent. Australian From The Ore To. 'l'J\~;.J£,~~~~'k 

Rylands 
Stand 
Behind 
the 

Quality 
of all 
'jWaratah" 

Products 

Specify 
''Waratah" 
-Brand and 

See that 
You get It 

"W ARATAH" WIRE NETTING 
"W ARATAH" TYEASY FENCE WIR'E. 
"W ARATAH" HINGED JOINT FENCE 
"W ARATAH" B.H.P. STAR STEEL FENt;:E, 

POSTS 
"W ARATAH" BARBED WIRE 
"W ARATAH" MOTOR PASSES, ETC. 

60% OF AUSTRALIA'S PRIMARY PRODUCTION IS CONSUMED IN AUSTRALIA 
A WEEK'S WORK FOR FOUR AUSTRALIANS IS CREATED EVERY TIME A MILE 

OF NETTING IS SOLD 

IMPORTED NETTING ROBS THEM AND THEIR FAMILIES OF A LIVELIHOOD 

Made by Rylands Bros. (Aust.) Ltd., Newcastle, N.S.W. 
HEAD OFFICE 422 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE. ('PHONE 07870) 
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Mr. H. R. Sloan's Impressions In 
South Africa 

OVERSEAS SALES 
The following are the official :figures, sup

plied through the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Con~rol Board, relating to dried fruits 
shipments and sales overseas to July 7, 1934: 

The following letter to the Board of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association from Mr. 
H. R. Sloan, general manager of the Red Cliffs 
Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd., who is visiting 
South Africa and Great Britain on his com
pany's business:-

During the past week I visited the dried 
fruits districts and I found them very inter
esting from our point of view. Wellingt,on 
is the nearest district to Cape Town,· and it is 
there where the head office of the· South Afri
can Dried Fruits Co. Ltd. is situated. It is a 
live concern and handles the biggest part of 
the dried fruit produced in South Africa. Their 
largest packing shed (they have two) is at 
Worcester, some 35 miles north from Wel
lington. There is also a smaller packing com
pany at Robertson, which is about 3 5 miles 
from Worcester. Both these companies are 
run as ~a-operatives. The South African 
Dried Fruit Co.'s shed at- Worcester is a very 
fine e·stablishment, constructed of brick and 
steel, and it is quite a model of cleanliness. 
This company packs about 6 5 00 tons annually 
and, of course, they handle all kinds of dried 
fruits. The general manager told me that 
they export about 7 5 per cent. of the fruit 
they handle, so that it will be seen that the 
South African market is not a very large one. 
The white population is only about one and a 
half million, and a lot of them, who spend 
thelr lives on their farms, are very small con
sumers of dried fruit. 

AUSTRALIAN MACHINES INSTALLED 
I vras quite interested to note that, in this 

company's big shed at Worcester they have 
two" 3-0-ton Brockhouse stemmers and graders 
at work, and they are emphatic that those 
ma~hines _a,t~. the best obtainable. Several of 
-"""'''''~"'"'~--"·' , .. - been to California for experi-

;;~~"":"• .. ,--!:'-~"~::'>l>~.cr :_<::all say- that the Australian 
llm'acii:p~s"' it~ ;farawav the best. 

PRODUCTION 
mat.ter to obtain reliable 

the . production e·ach year and 
of the different fruits. Stat-is

nature- _are not collected by the 

·5_r·.tg· -O.):~.~Dfn.·,·· .. · .. e~F·.·.' .. ·.·.·.·.·.rP ..•. ut no doubt that will come h:ter- .~fl\i"')§o7 ,~ar I have been able to obtain 
~rom~'th~::;;,p_g~~rnment officer at Elsenburg, 

here,_ who is Mr. I. J. 
1E!-- tO Mildura in 1929 

. _ Ubt:; ~etho4S;_: .:particulars of the 19 3 3 
~-v~.:.C<nn"., prb'dU'Ction-;-}Ja:iid L enclose the state
• ·• .. hich he f~pjlrarded through the gen

,:~>--,~,~--~~----·_m~~tggfv,(0of:j:pl;i~ South A~rican Dried 
;lif'.l•ts Co, J . thti;\l<·that you Wlll find that 
:;s~.~tem~t"·;y~~- i~~-~r:esti;ig. The prune pro
\-~·ticti(Yn·'~JttJi~~-,L~ei-S,~*\ was on the_ light side, 
loWing. to':t:J~~~tr v~~'~_ng/::nature of the prune 

In a good season 
reach 2000, and, of 

• v perc~ntage of the output 
exported. You will observe that 

produced 230 tons of currants, which is 
~greatly under the annual requirements of the 

viz., a~out 800 tons, so that the 
is provided by Aust'ralia and Greece·. 

regard to -plantings, it is only in the 
_,~f,--c;:urrants ·where any extension has taken, 

:or iS:·'takittlf place, during the last few years, 
~and, even with currants, the extension is very 
gradual indeed and this is due more or less 
to the conservation of the old type of grow
ers, or farmers as they call them, to the adop
tion of cincturing! They do not take too 
kindly to methods of that kind. In any case, 
Mr. Burger informs me that the farmers are 
not being encouraged to plant currants to 
such an extent as will over supply the South 
African market. It will be quite a few years 
yet before they even produce sufficient for 
the local market, so that they are not bother-

ing about the possibility of being 1aced with 
export. Summing up the position in this 
country, I should say that it will not be a 
serious competition with us for a long time to 
come, or even at any time. The South Afri
can Dried Fruits Co. turns out a good pack of 
all fruits and their methods are quite good. 

LABOR CONDITIONS 
The company and farmers have very cheap 

labor. The packing sheds can get as much 
colored labor, Which, of course, is quite differ
ent from the real native labor-and those 
colored people work very well and intelligent
ly-for 2/6 per day, and there is no limit to 
the hours they can work them without the 
payment of overtime, which is most unheard 
of! The conditions in the two countries are, 
of course, entirely different all round. The 
native and colored people receive limited con
sideration, but they are clamoring for 
education and other facilities, and that is cer
tain to cause a big change industrially here 
in the long run. 

NEED FOR CO-OPERATION WITH 
A.D.F.A. 

I mentioned to the general manager of the 
South African Dried Fruits Co. Ltd., Mr. J. 
Fischer, that is was very desirable that his 
company, which is the largest ent.ity in this 
country, should keep in close touch with the 
A.D.F.A. in regard to matters of mutual in
terest, and I instanced the case of the fixing 
of prices for apricots for New Zealand last 
season, that is, the 1934 season. He said that 

SULTANAS-1933 Tons 
Shipped 39,764 
Sold 38,328 
Unsold 1,436 

Average price, £33/18/7. 

SULTANAS-1934 
Shipped 

Tons 
13,525 

359 Sold .. 
Average price, £47/3/8. 
CURRANTS-1934 Tons 

Shipped 9,073 
Sold . 3,585 

Average price, £41/18/8, 
LEXIAS Tons 

Shipped 
Sold . .. ... 

Average price, £41/17/5. 

2,335 
60 

SWEATBOX PRICES OF 
SULTANAS 

In response to inquiries and for information 
of growers generally the following table has 
been prepared, giving a detailed list of the de
ductions charged against fruit sold overseas to
gether with the additional amount represented 
by the exchange. 

It should be noted that to obtain the sweat
box value allowance must be made for State 
Board levies, packing charges freight to sea
board cartage and handling according to dis
trict-. Sales made represent packed weight 
and the deduction for stems should also be 
taken into account:-

T. C. Q. L. 
40 Cases 2-Crown Sultanas at 62~ lbs. each .. 1 2 1 g 

2 1 8 Less Tare, 6§ lb. Per Case ---
1 0 0 0 

Draftage 2 lbs. per cwt .. 1 12 
--
--

19 2 16 @ £32 £31 8 7 

Less: Discount, H% .. 
Brokerage, 1§% 
Stamps ......... . 

£0 9 5 
9 5 

5 19 3 

£30 9 4 

Port Markings .. 
Port Dues ...... . 
Consolidated Rate 

5 
1 10 

15 3 
Rent Three Months at lld Per Week 1111 

7 6 Fumigation ....... . 
Steamer Freight ....... . 
Sampling and Inspection 
Fire Insurance 

Stevedoring . . . . ............ . 
Export Levy ....... . 
Marine Insurance 
H.O. Levy ... 

Commission, 5% .... 

£3 0 6 
2 6 

8 

1 9 
10 0 

4 0 
2 6 

5 0 7 

£25 8 9 

18 3 

£24 10 6 
1 4 6 
---

£23 6 0 

Exchange, 90-Day Rate, £24/2/6 on £25/8/2 6 3 0 

they would gladly do so at all times, but that 
they had been unablz to do anything in this 
direction up to the present. 

Raisins 
Sultanas 
Currants 
Apricots 
Peaches . 
Prunes 
Pears . 
Apples 
Figs 
Other 

Total 

Total Tons 
of 2240 lbs. 

3325 
2590 

230 
1846 

435 
'''89 5 

150 
37 

122 
70 

9700 

''Varies and may reach 2000 tons in good 
se:~.son. 

£29 9 0 

Draftage varies slightly with each variety of 
fruit. The London Dried Fruit Traders' As
sociatio:n Rules provides as follows:

Sultanas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 lb. per cwt. 
Lexias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 lb. per cwt. 
Currants -............ 1 lb. per c;s. 

Sampling and inspection charge varies ac
cording to the quality in each parcel sold, and 
also to the number o.f samples drawn and in
!Spections made. 

Rent in this illustration is charged on the 
basis of three months. This, naturally, varies 
according to the time the fruit is stored in 
London. The charge· is lld per ton per week. 

Fire insurance varies also according to the 
time the fruit remains in storage. This may 
be calculated on the basis of 6d per cent. per 
month. 

The above represent average charges in Lon
don. Variations are made at out-ports, both as 
re·gards consolidated rate and fuimgation. 
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Some Useful Guidance In The 
Compiling of Taxation Returns 

The following article is contributed by one 
who has been of considerable assistance to 
settlers in a large dried fruits district. Many 
growers have the service·s of their packing
houses in this respect, but there are many who 
face the task themselve·s, and it is hoped that 
these points will help to make the unwelcome 
job easier. 

INCOME TAX 
Many years ago, the tax gatherer came 

{lround and was given portion of the produce 
-from the farm as payment of taxes levied on 
the farmer. In this industry of ours we 
would solve one of our little problems very 
easily if the same method was adopted today, 
and perhaps the tax gatherer would have some 
of the headaches that a grower gets in trying 
to dispose of his crop. Times have changed, 
however, and the Governments prefe·r not to 
have these worries, and everyone has to pay 
taxes in cash. 

Any person in Victoria who reecives a gross 
return for the year of £50 or more must fill 
in a return for the Department. The follow
ing remarks are made in an attempt to bring 
home to many drie-d fruit growers the import
ance of keeping records of their business 
operations, and if this is done, growers will not 
get that sinking feeling eve·ry August when 
tax returns have to be filled in. It is a sur
prising fact that in all farming communities 
-and the dried fruit grower is not excepte-d 
-the majority of farmers do not keep proper 
records of their transactlons, and so are very 
worrie-d when their tax forms appear. As this 
matter is so important it is proposed to give 
some suggestions that will enable a grower or 
h1s agent' to complete accurately his returns, 
and, at the same' time, give the grower a true 
'indication at any time during the year just 
how he stands in his business-and this is an 
import-ant matter. 

Today we observe many growers going to 
their ba:Ukers or packing-sheds to find out how 
they stand financially. Most other success
ful business men go along to their bankers 
-:tr.d explain to them their financial position 
if this is necessary. 

The first essential is a banking account. 
Every payment made· for goods, labor, per
sonal expenses, and petty cash for household 
expenses shoul4 be m"de by cheque,_ and on 
the che·que butt· should be marked the item 
paid for. This will enable a grower to trace 
exactly where his cash has gone to during the 
year. From this information and his monthly 
statements from his packing-shed he is able 
to record in the next essential, a ledger, his 
expenses for the year. The next important 
items to be recorded in the ledger relate to .his 
revenue or income, and would be obtained also 
from the packers' statement or from his fresh 
fruit agent's sales account. 

The following is an example (after deduct
ing the items for living expenses) of the· 
summary of the ledger account of a dried fruit 
grower, and it is assumed that he commenced 
farming on July 1, 1933:-

Revenue 1/7/3 3 to 3 0/6/34 
1933-34 crop was: 

Sultanas 
Currants 
Lexias 
(Estimated to realise 

£650 when sold) 
Payments received from 

Dried Fruits to 30/6/34 
80 Cases Fresh Fruit 
Shed Bonus 

Total 

Expendit.ure 1/7/3 3 to 
Manure 
Wages, Extra labor 
Chaff, Bran, Etc. 
Wage·s, Harvesting 
Dip Material and Wood 
Hessian Replacements 
Water Rates 
Shire Rates 
Telephone 
Fruit Cartage· 

22 tons 
2 tons 
2 tons 

30/6/34 
£35 

24 
40 

130 
20 
15 
60 

£234 
24 
26 

£284 

Repairs Harness and Implements 
Replacement Trellising 

8 
5 
7 
4 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Interest on Mortgage 
Repayme-nt of Principal 
Car Expenses 
Medical Expenses 
Hospital Expenses 
Chemist 
Life Insurance 
Workers' Compensation 
Taxes 
Bank Charges, Postage 
Interest on Loan from Shed 

Total 

100 
30 
50 
10 10 

6 10 
3 0 
5 

4 
2 

15 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£580 0 0 

To fill in the· income tax form, it is neces
sary now to est-imate the value of fruit unsold 
at 3 0/6/34. As the crop was estimated to 
realise £6 50 and payments to the value of 
£234 had been received this figure would be 
£416. 

The income tax form provides a page to re
cord the actual transactions in conne·ction with 
the block from which the nett income is as
certained. It is on this nett income that the 
Unemployment Relief and special State Income 
Taxes are assessed. This nett income is then 
transfered to another page and personal de
ductions, for medical expenses, life insurance, 
wife and children, are made, and on this in
come ordinary State Tax and Federal Income 
Tax are assessed. 

, 
From the sample ledger given above, the 

revenue column of the tax form will show:
Value of paymen'ts received to 

30/6/34 £284 
Estimated unsold value 26 tons 416 

Total £700 

All the items in the expenditure schedule 
above with the exception of the following are 
allowed as deductions-to ascertain the ne'tt 
income from the block:-

£. s. d. 
Half Cost of Telephone 2 10 0 
Repayment of Principal 30 0 0 
Half Cost Car Expenses 25 0 0 
Medical, Hospital and Chemist . 20 0 0 
Life Insurance 5 0 0 

Total £82 10 0 

The allowable expenditure would thus be 
£580 less £82/10/-, which is £497/10/-. 

Also allowable is depreciation on working 
plant worth, say, £3 00 which, in this case, 
would be about £22/10/-. A list of this is 
made showing values of each item:-
Depreciation 7t% on £300 £22 10 0 
Previous deductions as above 497 10 0 

Total Deductions £520 0 0 
-

The Nett Income from the 
Block would be £700 0 0 

Less 520 0 0 
-

Total £180 0 0 

It is on this amount (£180) that special 
State and Unemployment Relief Taxes are 
based. The income on which ordinary· State 
and Federal Taxes are based is £180 less;.'deO.:: 
ductions for medical, hospital, 
insurance, funeral expense·s 
£20) £50 for wife (State Tax 
she has not an income of 
child under 16 years of age. 
given there would not be any 
Federal Tax because no 
is charged on incomes of 
Federal on £250 or less. 

Many growers 
money is spent on 
house, or some 
this allowed as a ded,:uci.ior;r?:i_·:::,, 
that no capital expe_nditf~e'k,if 
der certain circumstanc.~S<;;itl:t:-e: 
where it can be 
is allowed. If a 
of these matters, 'hez<sh<i'!ile 
partment or 
shows that the 
will give advice 
very sympathetiC 
will only write ~ri_f,~·¢X:l:?laij.):; 

It is hoped that tllf.,-d~lk: 
is in such a positi?~\'.:ililj~~l.gJ1f'-~~~t~~~~i~ 
are sent out that pa,r,~el_lt o! t:axes:_ ~~n~''n<: 
casion hardship to groW:etS:~W:h,:eti;Se'nal:i\g:_\ 
their cheques. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprieta 
NOMINAL CAPITAL, £100,000 
PAIO·UP CAPITAL, £99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 56 8 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society. Union Assura,nce Society Ltd. 

Cresco Manures. 
Harry Johnson's (Irymple) Dip. 

London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant. 

We Supply all Growers' Requisites Aurora for Service 
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The Californian Raisin Marketing 
Agreement 

ing on the future course of the market:-
1. Provision in the marketing agreement 

for minimum prices substantially higher than 
today's market. 

2. Mainte·nance of the above pnces 
through the removal of 15 per cent. of the 
1934 crop by the packers themselves who are 
bound under license to deliver the· raisins to a 
pooL 

Its Effect on the Industry 

This very important opnation-one that very closely concerns growers in Aust1·alia 
-has been finalised in America this mont h. In the following article a short re
S1tme is given of the conditions prevailing in the Californian dried vine fruits indus
tTy-the main features of the agreement and an analysis of its effect in one principal 
market overseas. 

3. The possible effect that wineries will 
have on the raisin situation through the· pm·
chase of grapes irt fresh form. 

4. The relatively short crop 111 prospect 
this year. 

The record low prices for ralSlns on world's 
markets has brought about a condition 
in the main producing countries that has 
caused much concern to producers, especially 
in California, whose average export is 80,000 
tons. World's production is in excess of de
mand (at a pa)'<:ble price) and Califo.cnl..t, 
whose production has grown enormously in 
the last 20 years-1909-1913-aver. 71,000; 
1926-1930 aver. 244,000 short toils has to ex
port the· surplus to foreign countries without 
any advantage· of preference or treating. The 
recent increase in preference to Australian 
raisins granted by Britain has accentuated the 
position, having forced the Americans to ac
cept a lower nett return than the then pre
vailing one which comes under the cost of 
production. Reports show that the American 
raisin grower was actually receiving less in
come than the laborer on the farm. 

Germany, America's best customer, has, this 
year, for the first time in history, been able to 
buy raisins ( 3 fd per lb.) cheaper than bread. 

The lack of an efficient organisation with 
sufficient fruit to control the home consump
~ion price that would give some recompense 

·,_ tfle lpsses in export has had disastrous effects 
tl,le -C~lifornian industry. Fierce compe·ti

has _.brought the price down, causing 
re,turns to growers. The average nett 

_was approximately £7 pe·r ton 
yieJd _ of one ton per acre. Sev-

· : h~ve been made to organise the 
·m particular being somewhat on 

This organisation, 
sufficient fruit to 

stability in the 

'.;_\\:_. __ ::·\.~~·&T:Ihe J.:<-'i-~i;Q. marketing agreement the 
~;:~; -.'f. .. ;;a~~~:R';t'~:p~).;ts.i_:st_ate:.ds:--.effective as from June 
:;,1:/· :;::-:j_~(J't9~fh.i::;s;;_t,J:;hisiyag.reement' is· now under the 
:.:::. ::<~p;;'(dtl'lt!!~;A(:\justment Act and will have a 
:lf;·_ .. _._<;~\"'-~.~\l*-:il?9~;r_d::oto;_..bontrol it. 

'""""' '' ' _: -·.-- _, 
vurgu~are··-'a few of the main fea-
:-;a:gree'meD:t:....:... 

cents. is estab-
3 1-4 cents on 

( 3 1-2 cents 
is equivalent to 5 

and 3 cents 

Machines and wire-seol strapping check well 
in the real test of economy:-

1-INEXPENSIVE TO INSTAL • GERRARD 
2-NO UPKEEP COST . . . GERRARD 
3-EFFICIENT MACHINE ALWAYS 

READY FOR WORK . . GERRARD 
4--A FAST AND SATISFACTORY 

JOB , , . . . GERRARD 
GERRARD W1RE TYING MACHINES CO. P1y. Ltd. 

119-125 Hawke St., West )ofelb,, 0.3. 
SYI:1NEYo BRISBANE, ADil:LAIDii:, PEI'ITH. 

- '""' . _,~i_\t,W~, .. _AP~(E -~NOC1l'Rlls P~C_K1NG 
,_(),,..1~~~~-·CHARTS A~·E:/'VAilA~LE. FREE 
,'~....- ON APPUCATION.;:-.GERRARO.~ERVICE 

for sweatbox muscats is equivalent to 5 cents 
for choice bulk seede-d). 

The agreement further provides for the re
moval from the market of 15 per cent. of the 
crop, to be accomplished in the following 
manner-the packer will, for example, receive 
I 00 tons from a grower; he pays the grower 
for 8 5 tons at the minimum prices mentioned 
above, and the other 15 tons are turned over 
to a surplus pool. The packer is held directly 
re·sponsible for the delivery of this 15 per 
cent. 

The 15 per cent. which is turned into the 
pool cannot, under any circumstances, be sold 
under the minimum price established above, 
and not until at least- 75 per cent. of the 
iaisins in growers' hands are cleaned up. In 
the event 75 per cent. of the crop is disposed 
of, then and then only can the 15 per cent. 
be released, but in no event at less than the 
minimum prices mentioned above. If there is 
no marker. for the 15 per cent. on the above 
basis, then the raisins must be disposed ;_,f as 
by-products under supervision of a control 
board comprised by 11 members-two repre
senting Sun-Maid, four representing commer
cial packers, four respesenting growers and 
one neutral member. 

According to statistics just released by thi.! 
Californian Dried Fruit Association, the pro
duction of raisins last year was as follows:-

Natural Thompsons 
Natural Sultanas . 
Muscats 
Bleached Raisins .... 
Dried Black Grapes 

Total 

Tons 
135,717 

6,95 3 
23,446 
11,476 

3,241 

180,833 

The California Crop Reporting Service, in 
its May 1 report, estimates that the 1934 crop 
will not exceed the production of last year. 
Thus, assuming that the marketing agreement 
removes from the market 15 per cent. of a 
crop of 180,000 tons, there is left available for 
sale approximately 153,000 tons which is the 
smallest tonnage we have had to market since 
1916, with the exception of one year-1921-
when our crop was very short', only 129,000 
tons, and that year choice bulk Thompsons 
brought approximately 15 cent.s per lb. 

At the present time four things must' be 
kept continually in mind as having great bear-

It is early yet to estimate the· effect of this 
effort at stabilisation in £.s.d. to the industry 
as a whole ·and ·Australia in particular. The 
figures of tonnage point to very small export~ 
America's consumption being approximately 
15 0,000 tons. With the Turkish crop indica
tion as normal, our own· holdings much lower~ 
and the absence of any serious competition 
from U.S.A., the price in the United Kingdom 
shows every indication of :firming and the Ex
port Control Board, it is understood, hope to 
hold sultanas at £40 at least in London for the 
1934 crop. 

The U.S.A. Board controlling the 15 per 
cent. pool will not negle·ct any opportunity of 
putting some of this fruit into the United 
Kingdom as soon as the price there is such 
that enables it to do so, still keeping the terms 
of the agreement. 

However, the fierce price-cutting of recent 
years will be checked in so much as the· mini
mum of three and a quarter cents on sultanas 
-worked out to London landed costs-would · 
be about £38. 

The provisions in the agreement to lift the 
minimum price should further help to main
tain a firmer price for future sales in the 
United Kingdom. 

In later issues of the· 'Dried Fruits News'~ 
further information on the important factor 
towards stability will be given. 

For the present it is sufficient to say that a 
long overdue organisation has been definitely 
achieved and that the industry can look for
ward with int.erest, and it is hoped in confi
dence that the operation will be a success and 
prove a benefit to all. 

ALLEGED UNLAWFUL TRADING 

A full report of the Board's investigation 

Officer on his visit to Broken Hill to enquire 

into an alleged case of unlawful trading, was 

submitted to the last meeting of the South 

Australian Dried Fruits Board. This disclosed 

that the inspector's visit had been the means 

of frustrating the attempt at illegal traffick

mg. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 
for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

PAID-UP CAPITAL, £32,901. RESERVES, £13,685 

Packers of theW ell-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GRDWERS FINANCED AGAINST CDMING HARVEST 
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N yah .. W oorinen In vestigatio1:1s 

Annual Report, 1933-34 
By D. V. WALTERS, Co11:monwealtb Research Station, Merbein 

Introduction: The general nature of the 
invest.igations, and the results of the :first two 
years' work, were give·n in a printed report 
previously circulated (supplement to A.D.F.A. 
News, October, 1933). Subsequently, rather 
more intensive viticultural investigations as 
described hereunder were carried out. 

Irrigation investigations, of which Mr. F. 
Penman, Department of Agriculture, Victoria, 
is the pricipal research officer, are also being 
continued and the results will be published as 
the inve·stigat.ions advance. 

VITICULTURAL INVESTIGATIONS 
Potential Yield: It has been established that 

the· fruit buds which are discernable soon after 
sprouting, indicate the potential yie-ld. 

Buds counts in October on three sites, using 
the percentage of fruitful shoots to total buds 
as a criterion, showed that the potential yield 
for the Nvah-Woorinen districts was slightly 
higher tha.n last year. A survey of the bud 
coullts discloses that over the last three years 
( 19 31-3 3) t.here has· been a steady reduction 
of the number of bunches per vine without 
any proportionate decrease in the percentage 
of fruitful shoots to total buds. This is a 
reflection of the changing district practice of 
reducing the number of canes laid down at 
prunmg. The ·pruning experiments tend to 
show that no appreciable loss of yield accom
panies this reduction. 

Maturation: Considerable attention was paid 
to the study of the maturation of the· fruit, 
following the disclosure of a 10 days' lag in 
Beaume readings behind the Mildura_ dist-ricts. 
From Mid-January to the end of February 
(when fruit was damaged by rain) Beaume 

readings were taken at frequent intervals on 
several sites in both districts. The maturation 
curve again disclose·s a lag of approximately 
10 to 11 days in comparison with Mildura. 
The rate of growth of the berries was again 
similar to that. of the Mildura districts. 

Pruning Experim-ents: Investigation into 
the effect of varying the number of canes 
laid down at pruning on the resultant yield 
of the vine have been continued at Caffrey's 
(Woorinen) and have been initiated at Wat
son's (Woorinen) and Cooper's (Nyah). Six, 
eight and ten canes are laid at Caffrey's and 
Watson's; and six and eight canes at Cooper's 
the series being repeated in order down the 
row, using 60 vines for each treatment. The 
data include a record on each vine of the 
number of buds on the canes laid at pruning, 
the maturation of the fruit~ the weight of 
the fresh fruit, t.he number of bunches and 
the Beaume at harvest. 

Using the· figures so obtained it is possible 
to make comparisons between each pair of 
treatments for green weight, number of 
bunches, Beaume as a me·asure of sugar, dried 
weight (calculated from green weight and 
Beaume), bunch weight, and ratio of bunches 
to buds. These comparisons are· shown in 
Table I, the figure·s being calculated to I 00 
per cent. for t.he six-cane treatment in each 
case. 

An increased number of canes naturally in
creased the number of buds laid down, the 
average number of buds per cane ( 14 to 16) 
not varying more· than one bud per cane be
tween treatments on any one site. From Table 
1 we see that in general an increase in the 
number of canes significantly increases the 
number of bunches, although not in propor
tion to the increase in canes. There is also 
a significant increase in the total green weight 
with a tendency for a decrease in the mean 
bunch weight and the Reaume. It has been 
found elsewhere that the yield is often nega
tively correlated with Be·aume. In the case of 

Caffrey's (in its second year) the negative 
correlation is 0.43, showing significantly that 
the higher yield is accompanied by a lower 
Beaume. Again, it has been shown previously 
and is generally accepted by growers that a 
low Beaume gives a high drying ratio, hence 
a measure was obtained of the dried weight 
given by the various treatments, by calcula
tion from the green weight and tabulated 
drying ratios for various degrees Beaume. It 
was found that results that appeared positive 
when the green weight alone was taken as a 
measure of yield often showed no difference 
between treatments· ·or even a negative result 
when the dried weight was considered. · , 

Topping Experiments: Topping experiments 
have been commenced on Mile·s' and Mar
shal's (Woorinen), the former on resistant 
stock; at Hungerford's (Nyah) and Hai:dy's 
(Bungunyah). The first year's work con

sisted of topping the pruning wood only of the 
alternate vines, leaving controls. Hardy's was 
as combined pruning (number of canes) and 
topping experiment; but, owing to the preval
ence of die-back, the experiment dealing with 
the number of canes was abandoned. Next 
year, records of growth and yield will be 
taken, as a measure of residual results of the 
treatments. 

Sultana Disbudding: On A. R. Heigh-
way's site an attempt was made to influence 
quality and yield by removing 2 5 per cent.. 
of the bunches at flowering. Figures obtained 
at harvest time showed that although there 
was a significant increase in bunch weight, 
this did not compensate for the reduction of 
the number of bunches. The Beaume was the 
same and the yield lower in the cases of vines 
from which bunche·s were removed. 

Man.nrial Experiment: A manurial experi
ment has been commenced on the vineyard of 
Mr. R. C. Polkingborne. The first records 
(growth me·asurements) will be taken at next 
pruning, as previous experience has shown 
that in the first year, yield is influenced more 
by the condition of the canes than by the 
fertilisers applied. It was noticed after har
vest that there was a variat.ion in the be
haviour of various plots in regard to the color 
and falling of the leaves. However, when a 
check was made of the plots this condition 
could not be correlated with any treatment. 
It occurred in lines of plots parallel with the 
direction of irrigation and it is thought that 
the condit.ion of yellowing and falling of the 
leaves was due to dry conditions prevailing 
after the hot spells experienced in March, and 
possibly associated with incomplete irrigation. 

Burial of Cuttings: It was successfully 
demonstrated that · vine cuttings could be 
buried between the rows to a depth of ap
proximately 15 inches, by the use of a delver, 
in Murray sand and Woorinen loam. However, 
as the plot used for the experiment-} SH
was cut hard back at last pruning in order 
to even up the vines, no attempt has been 
made to gauge the effect of yield. 

Currant Disbudding: The first year re
sults on Parish's site (Nyah), as was expected, 
gave a reduction in jrield on the disbudded 
vines. This was not offset, in the case of the 
experiment, by any increase in grade-both 
treated and control gave four-crown returns. 
The disbudded simple, however, was much 
superior in "brightness" showing no reddish 
color at all compared with the control. Re
sults obtained in Mildura show that the de
crease in yield from disbuding can be remov.ed 
by leaving about 10 extra sp~rs on the dis
budded vines. This course w1ll be followed 
for continuation of the experiment. 

3 

Currant Cincturing: A time of cincturing 
trial on-]. Butler's site (Woorinen) compared 
early (usual time) cincturirig On November 
18 with late cincturing on November 30-
12 days later. Late cincturing gave an in
creased-· bunch weight and a much increased 
Beaume. The late cinctured vines gave a 
lower number of bunches and hence a lower 
total yield than the earlier cinctured vines. 
The dat·a did not disclose whether the lesser 
nunlber of bunches ·was due to variation in 
the material or to a loss 'of bunches. The 
trial, therefore, needs to be repe·ated and a 
preliminary count of the inflorescences in
cluded in the records. 

Fruit Processing:· Owing to the redue;_tion 
in quality of the fresh fruit following-- i.lins 
on February 22, all dipping trials gave ap
proximately the· same result.. The usual fea
tures' of faster drying and darker color ac
companied the· use of higher temperatures and 
strongerdips; but the final shed grades did not 
shoW any appreciable difference between the 
tre·atments. It is to be noted, however, that 
the fruit used (from 38H) was not very uni
form, the patchiness being due to the heavy 
cutting back the vines received at the pre
VlOUS pr"-unmg. As the season was particularly 
unfaVorable to fruit processing trials, further 
work was postponed until more favorable cori
di tions prevailed. 

TABLE I 

Pnming Trials-1934 Results 

Weights 

6 

Canes 

(Compared with 

(Green) 
Cooper 
Watson 

Caffrey 

Bunches 
Cooper 
Watson 
Caffrey 

Beaume 
Cooper 

Watson 
Caffrey 

Buds 
Cooper 

Watson 

Caffrey 

Wt. Dry 
(Calculated) 

Cooper 
Watson 

Caffrey 

Bunch Wt. 
Cooper 
Watson 

100 
100 

100 

100 
100 
100 

100 

100 
100 

100 

Caffrey 100 

Per Cent. 
Bunches/Buds 

Cooper 100 

Watson 100 

Caffrey 

No. 
Buds/Cane 

Cooper 
Watson 
Caffrey 

100 

100 
100 
100 

8 10 Sig. 

Canes Canes Diff. 

6 Canes as IOO%) 

105 
100 

109 --

85 

94 
97 
99 

110 -

9Y 
97 ~;~ 

Note.-102 121. The dotted lines. ift. 
dicates significant' differences betwe'en "the 
joined figures in the second and third columns. 

109. The underlined figures indicate sig
nificant differences in comparison 

with the first column. 
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Board Of Management 
Business At July Meeting 

The A.D.F.A. Board of Management- met 
in Melbourne on July 5, when the following 
were present: Messrs. H. D. Howie (chair
man), P. Malloch, A. L. Johnstone, A. R. 
Lawrence, J. Gordon. 

Mr. J. B. Murdoch sent an apology, owing 
to his wife's illness. The Board extended their 
sympathy to Mr. Murdoch in his trouble and 
hoped that his wife will make a speedy recov
ery. 

Mr. E. J. Hudson sent an apology, owing to 
illness. The Board expressed their sympathy 
with Mr. Hudson and hoped that he will make 
a speedy recovery. 

Members of Council pre·sent: Messrs. H. R. 
Jones, W. A. Wilkin. 

Minutes: Resolved, "That the minutes of 
the April Board meeting be taken as read 
and confirmed." 

The Late Mr. J. McAlphin" The Board 
learnt with regret of the death of Mr. John 
McAlpine, of Messrs J. and K. McAlpine Pty. 
Ltd., Nyah, and it was resolved that a letter 
of condolence be sent. to the relatives of the 
late Mr. ]. McAlpine, who was one of the 
early pioneers of the industry and a staunch 
advocate of the Association and its principles, 
in the Nyah district. 

Publicity Vans: The- secretary reported 
that the trouble experienced by Mr. Gibbs with 
his van in Brisbane, has been satisfactorily 
fixed and t.hat Mr. Gibbs was now in Towns
ville .. 

~ontrolled Export Markets Agreement: The 
. , ch:~diman reported that since last Board meet

had made representations that the 
of currants for Controlled Exports 
:L:>lO _per cent., was not sufficient 

and aft.er consideration, the 
an announcement first of 

,_ '"" _ _ ~l;len to 14 per ·cent., and 
t~.'actiop.was. approved of by the Board. The 

percentages for Con
was held over until 

when particulars regard
would be available. 

The chairman sub
between 

and himself, on 
SectiOn 92 of the· Constitution, 

to the -butter control and its re
_the ·dried fruits control legislation. 

, :;\- _., __ .;~ie.d,>';riee-_:~rUit&: ~~;£Consideration was given 
.~-:-}t·>~-~Ph~_::_4ue~tidri:,._of ·-e:X:port quotas for apricots, 

"-:_;·_.:6;_p~c;~~J,'in:~s,: 'J}fciches ,a~~ pears, in view of the 
'\:t;~~r:::~h~t//.~,RJ~s -in '>

1

the Commonwealth this 
mUCh lighter than usual and 

a_-cable:received from Mr. D. C. 
L.;mdon, advising that the tree 

generally was strong and 
'lt advisable to ship all 

-. a._v ~~-~.., .. .., _apricots, peaches, nectarines and 
pears;.-p_rom_ptly. _ It was decided to notify 
age.tj.j;s.;--._-of-__ the-. 'above position and also advise 
'th~~:----(tf .jh~_--percentages fixed, i.e.-

--·Apricots ........ ...... . 66 2/J% 
Peaches ......... 66 2/J% 

.;.,N-"···_Nettahlles 75'1% 

Pears 80% 

lnsur'ance·: The chairman reported that' 
·,after a series of negotiations, the matter of 
· insutance has now been brought before the 
Fire.--- Underwriters' Association of Victoria, 
b_ut up to the present, no answer had been 
tecei~ed. · 

COntrolled Export Markets Percentages: 
Consideration was given by the Board to pack 
statistics and quantities likely to be required 
-for the various markets and it, was decided to 
notify agents, as follows: 

CURRANTS 
Con trolled Export Markets 
United Kingdom . 
Commonwealth 
Reserve ..... 

Total 

SULTANAS 

15/o 
62% 
20% 
J% 

100% 

It was decided not to alter the quotas for 
sultanas already notified to agents, but to 
closely watch the orders for controlled 
markets and if deemed desirable, the chairman 
to increase the controlled export markets 
quota by 2 per cent. The present position is 
as follows:-

Controlled Export Markets 
United Kingdom 
Commonwealth 

Reserve 

Total 

LEXIAS 

20jtQ 

50% 
17!:;{ 
12i% 

100% 

Resolved: "That the lexias quotas remain 
as at present and that the chairman be· 
authorised to increase the controlled export 
markets quota if necessary, before next Board 
me·eting, meanwhile the policy to be followed 
should be to endeavor to get all agents as near 
as possible to a uniform percentage." 

Present quotas are as under:-

Controlled Export Markets 
United Kingdom 
Commonwealth Quota 
Reserve 

Total 

10% 
40% 
)) 1/3% 
16 2/3% 

100% 

Mr. H. R. Sloan: A letter from Mr. H. R. 
Sloan from South Africa was received, and it 
was decided to publish same in the "Dried 
Fruits News," as it contains matters of inter
est to growers. The secretary was requested 
to thank Mr. Sloan for the valuable informa
tion con rained in the letter. 

Moth Infection: Complaints having been 
received from merchants that new season's 
dried fruits are showing signs of grub and re
quests having been made that merchants 
should not be asked to take the risk of grub 
infection in the early months of the season, 
it was decided to circularise buyers and agents 
on the same lines as during season 1933, i.e.-

"Provided the Association is satisfied that 
fruit delivered between March 1 and August 
31, 1934, has become affected by moth, up to 
August 31, sufficient to justify fumigation, 
the agent who delivered same may have the 
fruit fumigated, subject' to an officer of the 
A.D.F.A. certifying to that effect. The offi
cer of the Association must be satisfied that 
the infection has not taken place through fruit 
coming in contact with other affected goods 
in the merchants' warehouse, and also that the 
warehouse in which the fruit is stored is suit'
able for the storage of dried fruits." 

Mr. Malloch further reported, for the in
formation of the Board, that progress was 
being made by Mr. Orton, chemist, at' the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Re
search, Merbein, and it was anticipated that 
shortly results would be available for general 
use in the industry. 

Woorinen Branch: A letter was received 
from the Woorinen branch, dated June 28, 
1934, commenting on a statement made by 
Mr. P. Malloch, in the May issue of the "Aus

·tralian Dried Fruits News," regarding the 
marketing costs of sultanas shipped to Lo?
don. The secretary was requested to adv1se 
the Woorinen branch that it is intended to 
publish a statement in the July issue of the 

"News," which it is felt will answer the 
questions asked in the letter under review. 

Organiser: Consideration was given to an 
itinerary for the organiser, Mr. J. F. Stewart. 
It was felt that it would be of considerable 
advantage to the organiser if he made him
self acquainted with marketing conditions 
and with this object in view, it was decided 
to let him accompany the publicity van in 
Victoria for, say, a fortnight and spend one or 
two weeks in two of the capital cities. 

Sales Tax -on Spraying Materials: The 
Board had before them an application from 
packers that the Federal Government should 
be approached for the remission of sales tax 
on spraying materials used in packing houses. 
It is estimated that approximately 2000 gal
lons of spraying material is used per annum, 
and it was decided to approach the Commis
sioner of Taxation, Canberra, with a request 
that materials such a Ping and Shell Tox 
should be exempt from sales tax, as it was 
felt that such action would be in accord with 
the principle governing the policy of the Gov
ernment. to assist primary producers to the 
fullest possible extent. 

McLaren Flat Branch A.D.F.A.: Letters 
were received from the McLaren Flat Branch, 
asking whether the Board could see their way 
to make· them a grant of £25, to enable the 
branch to function satisfactorily, and also 
asking whether the board could consider 
donating a trophy for competition at the Mc
Laren Flat Pruning Competitions. 

Resolved: "That the Board are prepared 
to donate to the McLaren Flat Branch, the 
sum of £2 5, to enable the branch to function 
5atisfactorily, but that they could not see· their 
way to donate a trophy for a pruning competi
tion." 

Lexias: Owing to the· fact that supplies 
of lexias for seeding in Victoria are becoming 
exhausted, and a request having been received 
by the Board that South Australia should be 
allowed to come to Victoria, it was re
solved, "That South Australian lexias may be 
shipped to Victoria and that the charges in
curred be debited to the Interstate charges 
fund." 

Under and Over Export Adjustment-Sul
tans-Season 1933: Consideration was given 
by the Board to the question of the under and 
over export adjustment for sultanas, season 
1933, and in view of the fact that the Lon
don stocks are now down to a reasonable 
limit, the secretary was authorised to proceed 
with this adjustment. and also the Controlled 
Exports Markets Adjustment. For purposes 
of adjustment, it, was decided to value all un
sold stocks in London at £30 per ton f.o.b. 

Differential for Final Accounts Sales-Sul
tanas-Season 193 3: The Board gave considera
tion to the question of final differentials be
tween grades for sultanas, season 1933, and it 
was decided to write to the Packers' Asocia
tions in Mildura, Nyah and Woorinen, and 

(Continued on Page 5) 

didn't realise how much they 
were costing per foot mile until 
it rained I 

The real comp~:~rison of economy 
end efficiency of wire strapping 
systems can only be made in the 
height of a packing rush. 
ANALYSE GERRARD values, and 
consider reliability and speed. 

Gerrard Wlra Tying Ma'.l-hlnes Co. Pty. Ltd. 
119-125 Hawke St., West Melb., C.3. 
SYDNEY, BIU$1i1ANE, ADELAIDE, PERTH, 
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The Position of the Industry Today 
(By H. D. HOWIE) 

The supply of most primary products is 
largely governed by climatic conditions, which 
influence the output both as to quantity and 
quality. Dried fruits are a notable example 
of this, and were it not for the fact that 
their- production is widespre·ad, there would 
often be shortages and extreme fluctuations in 
price. An example of this was seen in the 
1933 season when the Valencia raisin crop of 
Spain was a failure and the Australian lexia 
was called upon to take its place. 

An interesting publication by the University 
of California, Bulletin 566, by Walter Bauer 
on the Foreign Production and Trade in 
Raisins gives a general survey of the produc
tion and marketing of raisins and currants in 
all the producing countries of the world out
side of California. From the evidence submit
ted by Mr. Bauer there does not appear to be 
any liklihood of any shortage, but of a tem
porary nature in any of these commodities. 

However, the fact of abnormally large sup
plies from any one producing centre does 
have a depressing effect on markets such as 
that of the United Kingdom, which draws sup
ples from all parts of the world. Such was 
the case with the I933 crop of sultanas from 
Australia, which was shipped to Great Britain 
in quantities considerably in excess of normal, 
with a marked re-action on values. The I934 
crop of sultanas in Australia is on the light 
side and now that the carry-over of I5,000 
tons from I933 has been cleared an upward 
tendency in values for the I 9 3 4 crop should 
become possible. 

Mr. Bauer, when dealing with the Australian 
industry, makes the following statement:-

"It is safe to say that the Australian vine
yardist cannot cut his production costs 
enough to offer his fruit profitably at the low 
prices prevailing in European markets since 
I929. Other producing countries of the world 
offer raisins and currants at price·s which never 
could be remunerative for an Australian 
grower. Australia, therefore, is almost en
tirely dependent upon its sales to countries 
with high purchasing power which grant. her 
special preferences in duty, such as the 
United Kingdom and Canada, which take 
nearly all her exports." 

Mr. Bauer's conclusion is sound, and it must 
be heartening to Australian growers to know 
that since it was written, that New Zealand 
has been added to the list of countries that 
has granted Australia special duty preferences 
on dried fruits. Also to know that Canada 
has not lowered her duty from four cents 
lb. to three cents, as thought possible by Mr. 
Bauer. 

In the May isSue of the "News" Mr. Mal
loch indicated the probability of continued 
low prices, and also the editorial of the same 
issue strongly stressed the necessity for grow
ers facing up to a period of low prices. This 
advice is sound, for if growers can balance 
their budgets in the lean years, then when a 
better season comes along, as no doubt it will, 
growers will have an opportunity of con
solidating their position. 

In I924 the industry was faced with a 
severe slump in prices, and it was necessary 
to seek aid from the Federal Government to 
enable growers to produce the I92 5 crop. 
The then Prime Minister, upon examining the 
case, said it was apparent that the industry 
was under-capitalised. Ten years have passed 
and what is the position t.oday? There have 
been set-backs during this period, such as the 
frost in I927 and severe rain damage has oc
casioned heavy losses. On the whole, however, 
growers have more than paid their way, and it 
can be safely stated that the financial position 
of growers is nothing like so weak at is was 
in 1924. To give an illustration of this, Mr. 

A. V. Lyon recently stated: "In the Red 
Cliffs settlement there were 800 holdings, 
every one of which was occupied, and that 
over SO per cent. of the settlemenes com
mitments had been paid up to date.'' 

As to immediate prospects, the I934 cur
rants are a better pack than that of I933 
and sales are being made at higher rates, the 
outlook for the lexias is not without hope, al
though it is questionable whether the grower's 
return will be quite as good as in 1933. Then 
comes the main item the sultana, up-to-date 
the selling programme has been largely con
cerned with quitting the formidable carry
over of I 9 3 3; now that clearance has been 
practically effected and allowing for a reason
able time for the fruit to go into consumption, 
progress should be made with the new crop. 
Good sales have been made of sultanas in the 
Commonwealth, Canada and New Zealand, 
and although it would be over optimistic to 
anticipate that the price average of £48 per 
ton obtained for 260 tons sold in Great 
Britain in anyway represents an average value, 
it is reasonable to expect a clearance of the 
crop before the advent of the I93 5 pack. 

THE USE OF GYPSUM 
Gypsum, once esteemed as a fertiliser, went 

out of use for this purpose with the develop
ment of artificial fertilisers. At present, its 
use is practically limited to certain types of 
irrigated soils, the main value resulting from 
its striking physical effect, as it improves both 
texture and permeability. The colloidal effect 
on clay, whereby the finer particles are ag
gregated, is the most valuable action of 
gypsum. The reactions in freeing other plant 
foods such _as pot-ash, are· still more or less 
obscure, although it is probable that chemical 
action does result. 

In Murray Valley settlements, its value' is 
fully recognised for ali heavy and difficult soil 
types. The heavy clay loams in Nyah-Woor
inen and Renmark districts have benefited 
gre·atly by the applications, as the treated soils 
are much more easily and efficiently worked 
and the soakage or irrigation water hast.ened. 
As the physical effects are of chief importance, 
the application of gypsum to sandy soils, which 
are usually easily worked, is not accompanied 
by any very discernable improvement on tex
ture; 

In the Mildura district, improvement from 
gypsum has also been noted on all soils which 
tend to cake following irrigation. Heavy 
dressings (five to 10 tons per acre) are neces
sary to secure any decided improvement. 

A good quality gysum (or "copi") natur
ally gives best results, the impurities ranging 
up to 50 per cent. The color, and particularly 
the absence of soil particles, is a good practical 
guide. As a soil improver on our irrigated 
lands, gypsum is preferable to lime, which is 
frequently misapplied to soils which already 
contain very high percentages. 

UNUSUAL RECIPE CONTEST 
Students at Geelong secondary schools 

domestic art classes were given an opportunity 
to test their ingenuity in using dried fruits 
as d:e basis of a palatable concoction in a 
contest arranged by the Victorian Dried 
Fruits B0ard in connection with the Geelong 
sporting carnival from July I6 to 23. Large 
entries were received for this quest for the 
"Most Unusual Recipe" using half a pound of 
dried fruits and competitors from the follow
ing schools: Geelong High School; The Her
mitage, Geelong; St. Agnes' Domestic Arts 
School, Geelong; Morongo Presbyterian Girls' 
College, Geelong, submitted some novel and 
delicious recipes. The winning recipes were 
made up by the Emily McPherson College and 
exhibit.ed at Geelong. 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
(Continued ·from Page 4) 

South Australia, asking them to convene· a 
meeting of packers, and request that packers 
prepare details of re·alisations on all markets 
(in grades) with a view to making recom
mendations to their district councils. 

Sub-agents and Brokers: A discussion 
took place regarding the employment of sub
agents and brokers by agents, and the secre
tary was requested to obtain from agents, 
particulars of any appointments made by 
them, together with a statement showing de
tails of fruit sold by agents through these 
sources, during the present season. 

Barmera Branch: A letter was received 
from the Barmera branch, regarding samples 
of vine fruits for exhibition during the pack
ing season, and explaining that they were un
able to obtain same in time to be of use. The 
secretary was requested to advise this branch 
that the board would endeavour to get the 
samples fixed as early as possible in the sea
son. 

Lexias and Seeded Raisins: The Board re
ceived a re·quest from the N.S.W. Dried Fruits 
Association, regarding trade discount on seed
ed raisins and lexias for seeding, to the effect 
that, as it is undesirable for traders to stock 
up with seeded raisins, the Board should con
sider the question of allowing the full trade 
discount, instead of decreasing same by half 
pe·r cent. per month, on purchases after No
vember. 

Resolved: "That on purchases of seeded 
raisins and lexias for seeding, after Novem
ber 30, the full trade discount be· allowed." 

M.F. Currants: A letter was received from 
Mr. W. N. Twiss, secretary 
Committee, State Dried Fruits 
for the views of the Association 
tion of marketing M.F. currants in_: -~~'_;,&_~7;. 
monwealth. It was decided ·to . __ .a·dvise ____ ,JS';tl,ti':•') 

: -.::_ ·->-C!J ,;;;/!>'-:"-"'"" <-' 
Twiss that, owing to much_ so;k:t~!>}d:t~ffitli::;- ', 
regulations during the past 't-#6-<'y'~~ 
evident that a higher standard',pfi~!N 
rants has been established -and,it-,:is 
that the general quality < _ --:-·--.--. 
able for distribution; mor~,.::.:::_:>.: 
the large manufacturer>Jlas; 
the higher grades ot ,curra': 
of M.F. grade is 
tain that all outlet$ :,i:f?~t 
closed. In the cirqurii'St3J 
desirable to limit ' 
to manufacturers~ 

Next Board 
given to the 
it was resolved, 
be held in MelbowJ:~~~--
day, 

Dried 
that the grading·_,::r~t~I¥,ta#~ 
fruits are not cQn$i.d~~~a,t;;~a· 
from the grower or,_nl,ai;l 
man intimated 
made to hold 
partment of Cornmdi:'~-e~rd~Jj-~ 
the Association, proba:bi:y_:c'if 

Boxes for Packing 
was received from: 
Prahran, together with-<$Jitn 
cases, which, in their-.,p,Pi 
factory for the packing 
the Board consider 

question of supervlSlng the issues _ _ . _ 
"Dried Fruits News" had to be co.D.sidered~
It was suggested that an arrangement be m'ade 
whereby Mr. J. Gordon would supervise the 
issue of the "News" and this gentleman had 
consent'ed ·to accept the responsibility for the 
work. The Board approved and endorsed the 
arrangement. 
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MILDURA, JULY 20, 1934 

Stability Is The Thing 

THE past season's marketing in London 

should prove to growers, beyond all pos-
sible doubt, the vital necessity for preserving 
stability of the dried fruits industry through 
the operations of the A.D.F.A., the Export 
C~ntrol Board and the State Boards. Here is 
no;_,demand for loyalty actuated by sentimental 
m6tiVes....;.;_it is based on sound economic facts. 

;:~he _association has done this year it will 

~9llf#-i:4~L '_iO 4o so long as grower:s give the 

.)i'b•;:J!l\,'&''.1~~3 .'~" ptiiCe- --was the lowest recorded in 
In Germany dried fruits 

bread! One pound of 
-~Jtll.:_~as,_,,pu_:cy· :paid, could be purchased 
~@:cii~~\.:,eqUiVale:tit of threepence half

~!ll\illpoim<l; cd~pared with rye bread at 
• ~fjl&i~bu;h~Jfk:ftnr tb fivepence a pound, 
.if!~Wiifte ·B:r~·;d 

1

~'t SiXPence farthing to seven-
;!Ol.n~e h4f(p.enny; a. pound. ·:~_r,:v--_-.. -,t£.:1--i·:;J.. ;:fQ~,-~''_:·'- _ -:_:_· • 

.;-!-l;:~i-~-~n'Phi;>·p:arl~us_-~-position in the world's 
· .... ~l;,ti:&~>';,l>;'&\jif '"miu'lt~tin;; machinery was 

_,,:un1"1' !!tl ,. •w ·· )''' n • . · ·· --~9~e:::tb--.prd~rve "the-'Stability of the industry 

· ;~:.P~T'"J:an·~l}trntithat,.although the carry-
at £24 and the 

for the 1933 
:;Iti~es.ehp!rt:e--- realised during the 

rti&'J:W>i}·':£2'8 ·-:~~ton. Through con-
i'"J/'c\H-I'Vi '1.'>:'< ' 

to £30, 5000 tons 
price is now over £3 3 

for"t)le,Jast.,'is.po tons. Hhere has been un-;r:L,,_.,,, ~r\, . "M-r -' ;, ,. ,, ·'· 

~'9~~fh ov~·:tt:;;p._rodPctiOn in the world of dried 
f~uii_u~nd.drl·-<-rilaY·-.'e·asily be seen that a debacle 
chiild 1i~:J4;~-C'Cll;tred-:had it not been for the 
-, f, :·:··' ··; f '--·-:·":; 
W~~e -~:ttk~ti~g p_olicy of the Control Board. 

:'-~;{5<\~~4~:-_~has _--cOntinued its protection for 
anotP,er:-year: ·.and the Australian Export Con
trol ~oa:r-d:':_is reasonably confident. that our 
~f-~_de · Commissioner in Canada will be· able 

t~: 'urge ~he Government of the Dominion to 
have the preference made more permanent. 
:N":w .Zealand's preference is subject to notice, 
and in -the United Kingdom it is not. likely 
that anything will arise to interfere with the 
present conditions. A reasonable return 
should be maintained in the Commonwealth 

so long as the· A.D.F.A. can hold its control, 
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and it should be re~embered that advantage 
is taken of the tariff only to the extent of 

threepence a pound. In view of the protected 
markets there should be ample opportunity of 
marketing within Great Britain and the 
dominions all we can produce. 

The cost of production is much higher in 

Australia than it is in other dried fruit pro
ducing countries by reason of the protection
ist policy, union awards giving a reasonable 
standard of living to workers direcdy con
nected with the industry, packing sheds, 

transport: facilities, and in the supplying of 
materials used in the industry. This is a 
standard which all growers and the organisa

tion of the industry d~sire to have maintaine·d, 
and it will be possible to maintain it so long 
as a market is held firm under a protected 

policy. 

We have had the benefits of protected 
markets in the past, yet notwithstanding this 
fact the 19 3 3 price fell to the lowest level on 

record. This demonst-rates the fact that our 
sales are still subject to competition from 
countries with low production costs. In Cali
fornia and Smyrna the work of the industry 
is carried out under "coolie" conditions such 

as would not. be tolerated under British rule. 
The problem at the moment is to decide 

whether this competition is likely 'to bring 
about a continuance of low price·s. Indica
tions are that in California the N.R.A. and 
A.A.A. schemes of President Roosevelt, under 
which growers, packers, and the Government 
have signed a quota fixing a minimum price of 
70 dollars a ton (£14) for raisins for 1934 
onward, will have a good effect generally. 
We may compare this price with the £7 a 
ton at which some Californian fruit was pur

chased in 19 3 3. The price has been doubled 
by legislative enactment. Some of the raisin 
crop will be diverted to "non-raisin" channels 
-wine making and the production of fortify
ing spirit-and the raising of the price com
bined with the removal of surplus must 
create greater stability m international 
marketing. 

Smyrna is our second largest competitor, 
and there, too, the miserable conditions of 
the growers have had the attention of the 

Government and a control board has been 
promised. This control is to be applied to 
1934 crop figs, and the facts discovered in 
the fig experiment will be applied to the sul

tana crop for 193 5. In the meanwhile the 
exporters of Smyrna have formed an organisa
tion with the object of raising price-s. The 
Turkish Government has completed t-reaties 
with Conti~ental countries under which it is 
expected that' 40,000 tons of the· 1934 crop 
will be sold. The only other countries likely 
to cause trouble by their low prices are Persia 
and the U.S.S.R. (Samarkand). These have 
always been a menace to high prices, but never 
a menace to reasonable prices, as the cost of 

transport is terrific and in world trade of the 
last two or three years has left. nothing for 
the grower. 

Taking every aspect into account, it will 
be seen that the British Empire presents the 
safest and most stable market for Australian 
dried fruits. Our main objective must be to 

preserve stability in the industry and to en
deavor to achieve tariff preference-s in the Em
pire which will ensure in the other dominions 
and the United Kingdom adequate and per

manent. protections for our fruit. 

FRUITGROWERS TO TOUR 
NEW ZEALAND 

The New Zealand Government Tourist and 
Trade Bureau, a branch of the New Zealand 
Department of Indust.ries and Comme~ce·, 
Tourist and Publicity, is at present promonng 
a tour of the Dominion for fruitgrowers, and 
the idea has been received very favorably by 
various co-operative concerns in Victoria and 
South Australia. Already actual bookings 
have been made, and it is anticipated that 
growers from all parts of the Commonwealth 
will participate. 

The tour is primarily to afford fruitgrowers 
an opportunity to enjoy t.he scenic wonders 
and tourist attractions of New Zealand in a 
party of persons who have a common interest. 
It will also give individual growers an oppor
tunity' to obtain first-:hand information con
cerning one of their prinicpal m"arkets, and al
though the· tour is not a trade delegation, still 
it should be beneficial to the indust-ry in that 
members of the tour party will be indivi
dually publicity agents,_ as it were, for the 
products of Australia. 

The party, membenhip of which is invited 
from all growen, is t.o be known as the Sun
raysia Tour P:arty, and the trip will commence 
on October 31, when the tourists will sail in 
the Wanganella, Messrs. Huddart Parker Ltd.'s 
10,000-ton liner, to Sydney, and thence to 
A~1ckland. 

THE HON. F. H. STEWART ENDORSES 
THE TOUR 

The Hon. F. H. Stewart, Minister for Com
merce for the Commonwealth, has commended 
the idea of promoting the Sunraysia tour, and 
is of the opinion that the undertaking will de
velop still further the cordial relations be
tween Australia and New Zealand. 

The Minister of Tourist and Health Re
sorts of New Zealand (the Hon. Adam Hamil
ton) has expressed himself as keenly inter
ested in the proposal, and has extended a very 
hearty welcome to the members who will be 
accompanying the party. 

The New Zealand Government Tourist De-
partment- will send a special offi:cer to Aus
tralia to conduct the party throughout the 
tour and to attend to the particular intere·sts 
of individuals. A feature of previous party 
r.ours promoted by this Department haS been 
the keen co-operation of the general public 
of New Zealand in connection with the recep
tion of visitors, and already interest in the 
forthcoming tour has befn evinced in various 
districts of New Zealand. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
commends the idea of the tour to its mem
bers as a means by which a greater apprecia
tion of New Zealand as a market can be 
obtained, and in furtherance of its policy of 
of trade and travel within the Empire. 

Recently the New Zealand Government re
presentative in Victoria (Mr. R. M. Firth) 
visited packing sheds on the Murray River, and 
was informed that a considerable· number of 
growers would be keenly interested in the 
trip. 

Information regarding this unusual holiday 
tour can be obtained at any packing she·d or 
direct from the New Zealand Government 
Tourist and Trade Bureau, 3 60 Collins Street, 
Melbourne, or Martin Place, Sydney. 

THE LATE MR. JOHN McALPINE 
The dried fruits industry lost another of 

its stalwarts when Mr. John McAlpine passed 
away at Nyah last month. 

The late Mr. McAlpine was at one time 
a grower in the Mildura district, but a num
ber of years ago decided to take up fruit 
growing and packing in the Nyah district. 
For a number of years Messrs. J. and K. Mc
Alpine Pt.y. Ltd. have been registered with this 
Association as packers, and the late Mr. Mc
Alpine was one of the early pioneers of the 
dried fruits industry, and a very staunch ad
vocate of the Association and its principles. 
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FROST PREVENTION 

A Growers's Practical 
Solution 

The following le·tter from a well-known 
grower will be of particular interest to those 
interested in the frost prevention problem:-

Any time after bud-burst is the time to 
look out for frosts. If at sunset the tempera
ture is about 50 degrees there is great danger, 
especially if the night is calm and still or the 
wind from the south. If the temperature is 
down to 3 2 degrees at 3 a.m. it is almost sure 
to be a heavy frost with a good deal of dam
age. Start to smoke any time between 3 a.m. 
and 5 a.m. that the glass drops to freezing 
and continue until half an hour after sun-up. 

I use buckets to hold one gallon of tar, each 
placed every half a chain on the west or south 
or south-east; the smoke will carry six chains, 
therefore, a dense smoke cloud results, and I 
have found this to raise the temperature two 
degrees. If, therefore, neighbors would co
operate in smoking, much damage could be 
avoided; but I am always out smoking alone 
and if a drift occurs the neighbors derive the 
benefit without any effort or expense on their 
part. A gallon of tar will burn about three 
hours. 

Limestone country is more likely to frost 
damage. On the same level sandy soil can 
stand one to two degre·es more than limestone. 
Hessian covers have saved up to five degrees 
-the hessian one foot wide· st.retched tight on 
two wires six inches above the central wire. 
These covers were put on at bud-burst and 

HESSIAN STRIPS USED FOR FROST PROTECTION 

LYSAGHT'S 
100 p.c. 'Australian Made' 100 p.c. 

Wire Netting 
Fencing Wire Barbed Wire 

Wire Nails 
Our Netting and other Products are known through the Commonwealth as of the 

highest standard 
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taken off at the end of September because the 
growth of the vines reached the hessians and 
damage would result by friction. All blocks 
in the frosted areas should receive an irrigation 
between September 5 and 12; the water has 
been proved to raise the temperature three to 
four degrees, therefore, even with heavy frosts 
a save of about 75 per cent. would result. All 
Mallee timber on reserves should be cut down 
and on the fringe of the settlement should be 
cleared for about two miles, because the frost 
is held in a pocket with standing timber, but 
with timber down the frost falls to the ground 
level and spreads and lessens _the damage to 
vines. 

WHAT BECOMES OF 
MOTIONS? 

"What becomes of all the motions which go 
from this branch?" asked Mr. Gordon Wake. 
"For instance, what was the result of the 
motion regarding a reduction of insurances on 
dried fruit?" 

Replying to this question, Mr. ]. Gordon 
said that the question of reduced insurance 
charges had not been left idle. It was gone 
into thoroughly, but one of the difficulties 
was that it was difficult to get concerted ac
tion on the part of the companies affected. 
A number of packing sheds, for instance, 
maintained their right to conduct their own 
insurance operations. They had no regulation 
to say that insurance should be effected 
through one company, and until they had such 
a law they could not demand it. 

Frui tgrowers' 
Tour of 

New 

A 

tions, 
New 
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Pruning Reactions Of The Vine 
(By A. V. LYON, Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein) 

In the May issue of this journal, results of 
investigations in reference. to pruning reactions 

of sultana vine and the relation of growth to 
fruiting of currants and sultanas, were pub
lished. The series is completed in this issue by 
the inclusion of data in reference to disbudding 

Zante currant ·vines, as given below; and re

cent viticultural investigations and compari
sons in the Nyah-Woorinen district. 

DISBUDDING ZANTE CURRANT 
VINES 

The design of the pruner, with spur pruned 
varietie·s such as the Zante currant, is to ob
tain growth on fruiting spurs left for that 

purpose, but not elsewhere, excepting the 
special case where reconstruction in whole 
or part is desired. Disbudding consists of re
moving in early spring all shoots except those 

arising from spurs. In the previous issue, we 
have shown that with normal vines the most 

satisfactory bunches are grown on shoots 
arising from spurs. This holds with all, ex
cept very old vines, where the dead wood 

arising from years of pruning has apparently 
affected the sap channels leading to many of 
the spurs. In extreme cases, illustrated by 

very old Zant'e currants in the non-irri

areas .of South Australia, the spur borne 
often unsatisfactory, and the more 

arise from canes or from per-
~~·i t:~ood .i:ecently renewed. Such cases 

after which the spur 
exhibit the most desirable 

".vines in a row of 24 
disbudded, and at the 

Vields were weighed. 
which were not dis

and· that on ad-
>:~>i:.~-;~~~.~;·:·· Weighed separately. 
-·~~·"cL_ Obtained: 

Av. Bunches 
Per Vine 

64 

(78 
( 
( 
(74 

The figures ,show that the removal of the 
adventitious shoots results in only an insigni
ficant increase in the bu~ch weights, com

pared with the bunches borne on the spurs of 
the vines which were not disbudded; and that 
the chief result is the wastage of the poor 
quality fruit borne on adventitious shoots, 
with a material decrease in total yield. In 
the following ye·ar, an attempt was made to 
regain the fruit lost by disbudding. It was 
calculated from the figures obtained, that an 
average of 13 extra spurs on the disbudding 
vines should bear an equal weight of fruit to 
that lost by disbudding. Vines allocated for dis
budding were pruned accordingly for the suc
ceeding year, leaving I 3 double spurs, and the 
following results were obtained: 

1933·34 No. of Av. Bunches 
Vi:aes per Vine 

Disbudded ...... 30 175 
Control 
Fruit on Spurs 145 

Fruit on Adventi~ 
tious Shoots 27 43 

A reduction in the number of adventitious 
shoots, possibly due to the greater number of 
shoots on spurs, is noted in the second year, 
such variations being common and usually 
ascribed to seasonal conditions. A greater 
numbe·r of bunches, with a lower average 
bunch weight was also featured. The signi
ficant point of the figures is, however, the 
fact that prospective loss by disbudding can 
be overc0me by leaving a greater number of 
spurs on vines on which disbudding is prac~ 
ticed. The investigations so far disclose that 
disbudding results in higher average quality 
without diminution in yield where extra spurs 
are left. No attempt has been made so far 
to determine the extent to which spurs may 
be increased wihout decrease in quality. It is 
certain, however, that there is a definite limit, 
as observations disclose, that excessive spurs 
result in poor quality fruit' and late matura
tion. 

Av. Bunch Av. Yield 
wt. in Ibs. in lbs. 
.53 .013 34.1 

.51 .01 39.5) 
) 6 

.33 .01 24.4) 

Co .. operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 

MILDURA 

£100,000 PAID UP FUNDS £62,000 

and Sellers of Dried Fruit 
"PADLOCK BRAND" 

" Sultanas, Currants, Lexias, Walthams, Apricots, Peaches, 
~i'neSi" ·'Muscatels. 
PAcKED: Navel, Valencia and Other Oranges, Mandarins, Lemons, Grape 

IT''':">·":S , . .-,,,.,,,c,.,,~·\""'·"'·· ·C· ·~ ~- Marmalade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied Peel, Tomato 
:.t~;;§;d\' ·,:f:J;;,a.u~,e,;W.orcester Sauce, Tomato Soup, Lemon Juice, Lemon Squash, Orange Juice 
.... ,, .. ·. , ·a'nd .. ·other products. 

Sheds: Mildura., Irymple, Merbein, Birdwood 
and Curlwaa 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, London 

Growers are invited to join the Company 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
VINE FRUITS 

The A-isociation, Commonwealth saleS, of 
1934 season vine fruits to June 30, 1934, are 
as follows (compared with figures at the 
same date for the two previous year) :-

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

Total 

1934 1933 1932 
1961 1581 2215 
4379 3511 4627 

679 593 1058 

7019 5685 7900 

TREE FRUITS 

Apricots 
Nectarines 
Peaches . 
Pears 

Total 

Av. Bunch 
wt. in lbs. 
.38 .01 

.36 .01 

.31 .01 

1934 1933 
179 381 

9 17 
51 135 
18 23 

257 556 

Av. Yield in 
lbs. per Vine 

67.4 

52.3) 
) 66.5 
) 

14.2) 

1932 
490 

7 
123 
33 

653 

The sales of vine fruits show a considerable 
increase over the previous season, but are not 
so good as at the same period of 1932. It is 
hoped, however, that the leeway will shortly 
be made up. 

It was decided to advance the price of all 
grades of sultanas on July 13 by !d per lb. 

Sales of tree fruits are still unsatisfactory, 
but the st'atistical position is a strong one 
and it is anticipated that the sales position 
will improve in the near future. It is re
ported that the Californian crop of apricots 
will be very light. Export prices have al~ 
ready advanced and it was decided to increase 
the Commonwealth price of this fruit for all 
grades 1d per lb. on July 13. 

PRUNES 

The total sales in the Commonwealth for 
season 1932, at the end of June were 331 tons, 
compared with 427 tons at the corresponding 
date last year. This fruit has also suffered 
in comparison with other tree fruits, by the 
keen competition of canned fruits at' very low 
prices. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 

Mr. R. M. Malseed, at the annual meeting 
of the Red Cliffs Branch, speaking as a member 
of the A.D.F.A. and a teacher, in supporting 
the scholarship proposal, said that such a 
scheme not only spurred the winner on to 
higher educational training, but also brought 
other competitors for the scolarship up to a 
higher pitch. He was particularly in favor 
of making an opening in the way of a scholar
·ship for a University course. He was also in 
favor of training scholars in the education of 
classifying fruit. on similar lines to the forma
tion of calf clubs in the schools with the object 
of teaching more· about dairying. 

Mr. Malseed said that the type of child at 
Red Cliffs more than compared favorably with 
children from other districts, but they did not 
get the opportunities o£ higher education. 

Mr. Poppleton urged that they proceed with 
the scheme immediately. 

After a considerable amount of discussion, 
it was decided that the principle of establish
ing a trust fund for scholarships be confirmed 
and that a sub-committee place details be
fore a later meeting. 
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