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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Some thoughts on the essential role that you as a grower play in the 
production of quality Australian dried fru it. The significance of this 
issue was highlighted recently by a marketing report that one of our 
major supermarkets had been impo1ting lower quality frui t from 
overseas and even though the price was low, repeat buying by 
customers was NOT happening. I thought that thi s was a useful 
reminder that our customers are not fools and will not return and buy 
what they consider to be rubbish. 

To sustain our position and reputation in the eyes of our customers we need the total 
marketing chain from the "soil to the snack" to be quality aware. Growers manage the drying 
of fruit and must get the process right, as the results achieved in these few weeks will impact 
on the whole year. Importantly, second class fruit doesn't magically improve with age. 

Contamination must be minimised. Less foreign objects mixed with the berries wi ll produce 
a better pack, less defects in final product, greater shelf life, cheaper processing, satisfied 
consumers and happier growers. 

Take care as you fini sh your fn1it down to the 12-13% moisture content and prepare for 
delivery to the processors. Remember, we want someone to buy and eat the f ru it you are 
dealing with. Keep it clean. 

The local weather forecasts are there for you to use and benefit from. Keep aware of 
impending weather changes, think smart, think several days ahead and use all the forecas ts 
to your advantage. The internet really is an impo1tant tool for growers to use in watching 
weather patterns develop. 

Just a short note to contemplate when you are busy over harvest. W hat has caused you the 
most worry this harvest? Which variety seemed easier to manage? What will you change 
before next year? What went right that you will refine even more in the fu ture? Questions 
like these should be assessed during the heat and heart of the season so that improvements 

can be implemented next season before the pressure comes on. 

M any of you will have attended or read press reports on presentations made at the ADFA 
Growers' Forum on 22 January 2004. Whi le the need for a continuing improvement in 
grower returns is obvious, there were a number of positive messages to emerge. 

The world supply/demand position for dried grapes continues to improve with total world 
production down about 87,000 tonnes in 2003 from 2002 levels. Demand in both domestic 
and export markets is strong and there are good prospects for colllinuing Sunm uscat sales. 

Furthermore, the latest crop forecasts for 2004 show real potential for a larger crop this year 
with both bunch & berry numbers being well up. In addition, although it is early, the CSIRO 
fruitfulness model, based on the sensitive period November- December 2003, suggests 2005 
will be better than 2004. Again , it is good to know the potential is there. 

Please read the articles in this edition carefully as they cover many of the issues we continue 
to deal with. All current ADFA members wi ll have j ust received a new 2004 Membership 
Card - if you didn't receive one, then you are not a member. If you would like to join or 
receive a copy of our Corporate Profile & membership application form, ring Sharni or 
Karlee at the ADFA on 5023 5174. 

The ADFA web site has been revamped amd now includes a news section, information on 
major ADFA issues and activities, industry information and recipies . Log on to 
www.adfa.asn.au to check it out. 

Good luck for the 2004 harvest. 

J 

Peter. L Jones, Chairman 
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INDUSTRY NEWS FROM THE ADFA BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

Update On Proposed Dried Grape Industry Redevelopment 
& Restructuring Plan 
Since last reporting on this matter in the December 2003 edition, 
the States of Victoria, NSW & South A~straha have rejected a 
proposal from the Federal Minister for Agriculture, Warren Truss 
to consider joint State/Federal Government funding of the 
redevelopment program. 
ADFA has argued that the dried grape industry has experienced a 
range of exceptional impacts over recent years, including major 
policy changes and recent adverse seasonal conditions at harvest 
As a result, many growers do not have the funds required for 
reinvesting in their properties. 
Objectives of the plan include retain ing the industry's critical 
mass, improving the skills base, improving risk management 
through adoption of new technologies, better environmental 
outcomes & continuing structural adjustment. 
The ADFA intends pursuing all non-financial recommendations 
including the development of a new grower-training program to 
be run over the 12 month growing season with the aim of lifting 
profitability through improved production levels and reduced 
costs. 

Imports 
Total imports for the I 0 months ending 31 December 2003 were 
15,146 tonnes, about 4 18 tonnes down on the same period last 
year. Currant impm1s were up by 1,205 tonnes. Sultana impo11s 
were up by 252 tonnes and imports of "other" dried vine fruits 
were down 352 tonnes. 
Imports to 31 December 2003 were: 
Currants 2,328 tonnes 
Sultanas II ,022 tonnes 
Others 1,796 tonnes 

Review of Draft Gas Dehydrator Guidelines 
Members have been advised previously that ADFA took action in 
mid 2003 to ensure that growers had access to gas supplies in 
2004 by setting up & chairing an Industry Working Group to 
review draft guidel ines released by the Victorian Office of Gas 
Safety. 
The guidelines initially required all gas dehydrators to be 
upgraded to certain safety standards by February 2004, in order to 
comply wi th new regulations under the Gas Supply Act 1999. 
OGS advised that failure to comply would result in gas not being 
supplied to those growers. 
During December 2003, ADFA successfully negotiated with OGS 
for an extension in time from February 2004 to February 2005, for 
growers to have their dehydrator made compliant 
ADFA continues to negotiate over the final guideline 
Growers will be kept informed of progress with this important 
matter. 

Mildura Cooperative Fruit Company 
At the recent Growers' Forum in late January, ADFA advised 
grower shareholders in MCFC that it did not support the takeover 
offer by the Mildura investment Company due to concerns about 
the low price offered for shares and the risk of serious instability 
being created in the dried fruit industry. 
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Generic Promotion of Dried Grapes 
This project involved getting inforn1ation, recipes & images, as 

well as product to food & lifestyle wliters throughout Australia. 

The initiative involved all forms of media. 

Interim results provided to ADFA by the Melbourne based 

consultant who implemented this project, shows that significant 
news & press coverage was achieved over the October -December 

2003 period. 

New Dried Grape Promotional Materials 

ADFA is currently having a new range of promotional materials 

developed for use by school children and the general public. 

Several Facts Sheets as well as attractive posters are being 

developed. They will be made available on the ADFA's web site: 

www.adfa.asn.au ADFA plans to also make this promotional 
material available to schools on CD. 

Reminder - Significant Annual Savings From MRCC 

Drainage Rate Exemption 
Growers are reminded that it was ADFA's opposition to the 

imposition of this differential rate being applied to dried fruit 
grower and other horticultural properties in Mildura, Merbein & 

Red Cliffs that resulted in MRCC granting an exemption for 
growers. Annual savings from the exemption is worth $125 per 

$250,000 in land value. 

ADFA Corporate Profile & Membership 

Members will find enclosed several new inserts for their ADFA 

Corporate Profile document circulated last year providing details 

of the ADFA's history, CULTent role and membership benefits. 

The updated inserts cover major current issues & activities and 
provide you with a revised ADFA contact list. 

Anyone interested in receiving a copy of this new ADFA 
publication should call Sharni on 03 5023 5174. 

Are You A Current Member? 

ADFA membership is voluntary. To become a member you need 

to have completed a membership application & authority form. 
All members now have an ADFA Membership Card. 

Go to the ADFA's web site and download a Membership 
Application & Authority form or ling the office on 5023 5174 and 

ask Sharni to send you a form. 

Fee for Service 

The ADFA Board of Management has decided to move to a fee
for-service for non-members. For example, non-members 

growers were recently charged a $33 administration charge for the 
Gas Dehydrator declaration form required by the Office of Gas 

Safety. Further, a nominal charge of $ 10 will be charged for 

copies of the 2004/2005 ADFA Spray Diary. 

Partnership Program with farm suppliers - Growmart - drying 
o il rebate & Sunraysia Agricultural Contractors- 10% discount on 

contract wetting for 2004 harvest 
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INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

DRIED GRAPE MARKETING REPORT 
Horticulture Australia 

DRlED GRAPE MARKETING lAC 
At the ADFA Growers' Forum held January 22, the Chairman of 
Horticulture Australia's Industry Advisory Committees, Mr 
Barrie MacMi llan provided an update on the position of the 
other major dried grape producing nations during the lead up to 
the 2004 harvest in Austra lia. 

The H orticulture Australia report summari sed the world 
position as: 

• A reduction of over 42,000 tonnes in the world stock 
levels carried into the 2003-04 marketing year. Stocks 
were at 200,000 tonnes. 

• A reduction in production of 87,000 tonnes in 2003 from 
727,000 to 640,000 tonnes and down 137,000 tonnes from 
2001's crop of767,000. 

• Productive capacity has been permanently reduced due to 
large scale vineyard clearing in California. 
World prices in $US increased s ignificantly throughout 
2003 and are expected to increase further in 2004. 
Strengthening exchange rates wi th the $US is working 
against other producing nations including Australia, 
Turkey, South Africa and others. 

• The rise in the Australian dollar has negated the positive 
influence of rising world prices. 
Growers in producing countries, other than the US, are 
also missing the benefit of improved prices because of 
currency shifts. This is continuing to provide a stimu lus to 
raise prices. 
Stock levels are predicted to fall further during 2004 with 
US reserves expected to halve. This wi ll be helpfu l for 
future positive pricing. 

The Forum received the following information: 
USA 
The US dried grape industry based on natural su ltanas has 
experienced severe adjustment pressures of low world prices 
and a strong US$ in recent years. This has led to 50,000 acres 
of vineyards being cleared and many more abandoned. The 
2003 tonnage was down from 320,000 tonnes to 240,000 
tonnes. The weakening US$ and improving world prices will 
improve the position of Californian producers and will likely 
lessen the adjustment pressures in the US . The US industry 
should end the 2003-04 marketing year in a stronger position 
with their reserve tonnage expected to be halved. The clearing 
of vineyards in the US has brought a balance to world supply 
and demand in the immediate and short term providing a base 
for prices to rise and producer returns to firm depending on 
currency movements. 

US I Australian Free Trade Agreement 
The impact of the FTA is: The current 5% tariff on US dried 
grapes will move to zero and the US tariffs of 1.8 cents per 
ki logram (currently about I .3%) will be removed. The change 
in duties wi ll advantage the US industry which does export to 
Austra lia. The reduced tariff is useful for them but the US will 
still be above the price of other imported TSR's. 

TURKEY 
The Turkish industry produces both naturals and dryi ng 
emulsion treated sultanas. The Turkish crop increased 30,000 
tonnes in 2003 from the 170,000 tonnes produced in the rain 
damaged 2002 crop. The quality of the product is better than 

"It's choice- not chance -that determines your destiny" 
- Jean Nidetch 
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Growers, are you thinking of: 

V' Expanding your existing property? 
V' Undertaking redevelopment? 
V' Restructuring existing loans? 
V' Reviewing you work ing capital 

requirements? 

Rural Finance offer a range of loan packages designed to suit 
your seasonal requirements. From working capital to land 
purchases our team of rural specialists can help you. 

Choose your destiny by calling Rural Finance Mildura or Swan Hill 
to arrange an on-farm visit to discuss your borrowing requi rements. 
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INDUSTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEES 
DRIED GRAPE MARKETING REPORT 

Horticulture Australia 

2002 and the marketing position of the Turkish industry is 
strong given the low stock levels carried into the new marketing 
year. The Turkish currency that has a history of devaluing 
against the US$ is now strengthening thereby lessening the 
return in Turkish lire that would otherwise be obtained for the 
57,000 dried grape farming enterprises in Turkey. 

IRAN 
The iranian Government has for the past four years purchased 
dried grapes from producers at a minimum price. During the 
period of this program the minimum price has increased 60% or 
by an average of 15% per year. This is placing pressure on 
Iranian processor I marketers to lift prices. Tn 2003 there was a 
2 1% decline in dried grape production in iran with Sultana 
production falling to 95,000 tonnes. 

GREECE 
The Greek sultana crop has been severely reduced in the past 
few years falling from in excess of 40,000 tonnes to 15,000 
tonnes in 2003. The weather and continuing diversion to table 
grapes are the major factors responsible for this decline. The 
adjustment in Greek sultana production has been substantial 
fo llowing the impact o f phylloxera on vineyards in Crete and 
tbe fai lure of replacement vines. The currant crop has returned 
to the long-term average of 45,000 ton nes following the rain 
damaged crop of 2002. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
T he currency in South Africa has gained strongly against the 
US$ and exports of table grapes is uncertain in thi s 
environment. This is causing concern that table grapes may be 
diverted to the dried grape industry causing further difficulty in 
clearing stocks at profi table prices. The major South African 
processing I marketing co-operative has been sold to a private 
company. 

AUSTRALIAN DOMESTrC PROMOTION 
Horticulture Australia is developing a major program to 
promote the development of healthy eating practices within the 
Australian community. The program known as 5 and 2 will by 
increasing the consumption of vegetables and fruit (including 
dried fruit) provide benefits in three 
areas: 

Health benefits from protecting agains t a number of 
debi litating conditions and chronic diseases such as cancer, 
coronary heart di sease, high blood pressure, stroke and 
obesity. 
Economic benefits by providing savings on our national 
health bill and to business by reducing time off to illness. 
Financial gains to the fruit and vegetable industries by 
increasing demand by Australian consumers. 

The logo below will be an integral part oftbe promotion that has 
the support of industry and Government. 
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POST HARVEST VINE & VINEYARD 
CARE WORKSHOP 

-
. . ' . 
. , 

When: Wednesday 7'h April 
Time: 9am to I 0.30am (max) 

Where: CSIRO conference room 

Presenters: Peter Clingeleffer, CSlRO 
Michael Treeby, CSIRO 
Graeme Sanderson, NSW Agriculture 
Jeremy Giddings, NSW Agriculture 

We recognize that this is a very busy period for growers. 
This workshop will be short and to the point, allowing 

growers to be informed on this important topic and not be 
away from their properties for too long. 
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DRYING FOR PROFIT PROGRAM 

Gas Dehydration 
As previously reported, ADFA became aware during the last drying 
season that the dried grape industry would soon be subject to 
provisions of the Gas Supply Act of 1999. A 5-year exemption was 
about to end and as a result gas dehydrators would be required to 
comply with certain safety requirements under this Act. Draft 
guidelines released by the Victorian Office of Gas Safety suggested 
that dehydrators would have to meet higher safety standards by 
February 2004. 

During 2003, ADFA fom1ed an expert-working group to negotiate 
with OGS on the draft guidelines for portable gas dehydrators. Since 
the working group was formed, a range of activities have been 
undertaken including: 

• L iaising with the Office of Gas Safety (OGS) to reach 
agreement on the guidelines for grape dryer acceptance. The 
guidel ines have not as yet been finalized, but are close to 
resolution. 

• Negot iating extension for growers to make dehydrators 
compliant with the OGS guideli nes. Growers now have unti l 
February 2005 to get their dehydr~tors compliant. 

• Arrangements for provisional compliance for season 2004 to 
be granted by OGS. 

• Liaising with the manufacturers of the dehydrators during the 
Gas Dehydrator Guidelines process. This process will be 
ongoing until the compliaoce of dehydrators is finalized. 

• Developing a grower survey form for dehydrators for 
distribution in the Dried Fruits News. 

• Establishing a database of grower survey resu lts. 
• Developing & distributing letters to growers who responded to 

the ini tial dehydrator survey and owned gas dehydrators and 
then preparing a declaration form for the OGS. Safe Operating 
Procedures developed by the OGS also sent to growers. 

• Maintaining database of growers who have lodged declaration 
forms for the OGS. 

• Liaising with the OGS and the dehydrator manufacturers in 
developing the dehydrator checklist - this is still to be 
resolved. This will allow the manufacturers to check what is 
required to be retro fitted to ex isting machines to get them 
compliant with the new guidelines. 

The ADFA objective has been to work through the new OGS 
requirements to get all gas dehydrators compliant and negotiate an 
extension to the deadline for getting a ll dehydrators made compliant 
wi th the guidelines. 

If these actions had not been taken, OGS would not have agreed to 
provisional compliance for 2004. A disastrous situation would have 
developed with growers not being able to receive gas this season and 
not knowing what was requi red to get their dehydrators compliant 
with the new guidelines. 

ADFA provided this service to financial members at no cost. 
However, a $33.00 fee has been charged to growers who are not 
members of the ADFA to help cover administration costs. 

Sunmuscat Field Walk 
Drying for Profit coordinated a fie ld walk on J 2 February 2004 
where growers were able to inspect CSIRO research projects on 
Sunmuscats. These projects are funded by Horticulture Australia Ltd 
(HAL). 
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Growers inspected the results of the rootstock tria ls for Sunmuscat 
showing which rootstock was best suited for this variety. A new 
project was also inspected, where fruiting levels and quality are 
being managed using varying numbers of canes and cane length. 

Trellis Drying Data Base 
With harvest now here Drying for Profit and HAL are maintaining a 
database of trellis drying contractors. Any grower who has summer 
pruned and requires a harvester or needs to have fruit fini sh dried can 
request a copy. 

Post H a rvest Vineyard Care Information Session 
A post harvest vineyard information field session is in the planning 
stages and is likely to be held early in Apri l. The event wi ll be 
advertised in the local paper and through the processors and 
merchandise stores. 

Presenters for this short workshop will be drawn from the Riverlink 
agencies. Topics to be presented will cover soil management & 
cover cropping, nutritional requirements of vines and irrigation 
management. 

The CSlRO's computer model used to predict bud fruitfulness is 
indicating that the 2005 crop wi ll be better than the 2004 crop. Given 
this knowledge, it is important that the vineyard be given the right 
management as vines head into dormancy to ensure that the vines 
wil l yie ld to their fu ll potential. 

As the harvest has already commenced the ADFA and the Drying for 
Profi t program wish all growers a trouble free and successful harvest 
as you fini sh ofT your crop. 

GRAPEVINE 
GRAFTLINGS 
& ROOTLINGS 

• Serving Australian Viticulture since 1952. 
• AVJA Accredited Nursery 
• Vine Improvement sourced material 
• Graftlings & Rootlings supplied as dormant 12mth 

old field grown or 4-mth I 12-mth o ld container 
grown in biodegradable Plant Bands. 

• Hot Water Treated 
• Trichoderma protected. 
• Taking orders now for 2004 & 2005 requirements 

• We also stock a full range of container grown 
OLIVE, CITRUS, AVOCADO, PISTACHIO & 
PERSIMMON TREES 

Sunraysia Nurseries, 
PO Box 45, Sturt Highway, 

GOL GOL, NSW, 2738 
Ph: 03 5024 8502 Fax: 03 5024 8551 
Email : sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au 
Website: www.sunraysianurseries.com.au 
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CONTAMINATION WARNING 

Warning On Dried Crape Contaminants 
Contamination of dried grapes with non-fruit objects & other fruit 
increases the cost of processing and may damage the image of the 
Australian industry as a supplier of quality fru it. 
Reprocessing of contaminated fruit is expensive and may even lead 
to loss of markets due to inabi lity to meet the specifications of major 
users . 
What are contaminants? They include chemical residues, bunch & 
vine materials, weed seeds, stones, glass, snai ls, metal objects, grit, 
mould and an array of other materials that find their way into dried 
fruit. 

Chemical R esidues- are tested for by major buyers in Australia and 
overseas and compared to maximum residue limits (MRL) permitted 
in that country. 

Bunch and Other Vine Matter 
Excessive Stalk - although stalk is a natural part of the bunch 
structure it is also a costly contaminant and a leading cause of 
customer complaint, product rejection, and higher processing costs. 
Bunch stalk is difficult to remove complete ly from the pack during 
processing as it becomes imbedded in fruit berries and passes through 
the processing line into the fina l product. To minimise bunch stalk 
contam ination growers should: 

• Shake and box fruit at the correct moisture content to avoid 
embedding stalk into the fruit. 

• Remove bunch stalk collected from the fruit during the 
spreading of fruit for finish drying. 

• Not top bins containing sta lk with fruit. 
• Not return collected stalk to fruit. 

Embedded Leaf- is a problem usually associated wi th trellis drying. 
However poor spreading of fruit on the rack where leaves are not 
removed and blobs are present at the time of shaking can lead to 
embedded leaf. Careful attention during trellis drying operation is 
required to avoid embedded leaf. 

Other Varieties - one variety of dried vine fruit can be contaminated 
by fruit of another variety. For example, Sultanas can be 
contaminated by Currants. To avo id this type of contamination 
growers should: 

• Check empty bulk bins & remove any residual fruit 
• Properly clean ground sheets and berry hessians during and 

after the drying season. 
• Completely remove fruit from racks during rack shaking prior 

to refilling with a new variety. 
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• Avoid drying multiple varieties on the same rack and if this is 

necessary separate the fruit by leaving at least one empty panel. 

• When handling fruit for storage or delivery keep varieties 

separate and do not stack differing varieties on top of each 

other. 

Spiked Weed Seeds (PrickJes) - three weeds that produce spiked 

weed seeds are of concern to the dried fruits industry. They are: 

• Caltrop or California puncture weed (Tribulus terrestris). 

• Three-cornered jack (Emex australis). 

• Gentle Annie (Cenchrus longispinus). 

Stones - processors report that stones are a common contaminant 

found in fruit. The type of stone material found can be categorised 

into limestone, scoria, bitumen, brick and concrete pieces. 

Snails- the three main snail species of concern are: 

• Common garden snail (Helix aspersa). 

• White Italian snai l (Theba pisana). 

• Common w hite snail (Cemuella virgata). 

Class - is particularly dangerous and causes extreme concern 

amongst consumers and manufacturing users. Frui t de liveries 

detected to have g lass contamination are classified as being of No 

Commercial Value and are destroyed. 

Metal Objects - are removed in large quantities. Can be categorised 

into the following groups: hessian nails, wire pieces, shotgun pellets, 

bui lding nails and assorted screws, bolts & washers. 

The magnets and rime washing equipment in the processing line, and 

metal detectors during product inspection, locate a high proportion of 

metal object contaminants. 

G rit - The dry ing of fruit on racks in Australia is unl ike most 

producing nations that dry the fruit on paper trays on the ground in 

the vineyard itself or on concrete trays or rocky outcrops. Dirt 

contamination is a serious problem for these producing countries and 

it is an area in which Australia should seek to maximise its qual ity 

advantage. 

Moulds - and other micro flora can be minimised by maintaining 

high standards of hygiene around the drying and stored fruit. Mouldy 

fresh grapes should not be placed in picking buckets and should be 

removed from the rack during spreading. At risk fruit should be 

committed to drying as soon as possible and finish dried to expose 

moulds to high temperatures. 

MisceUaneous Contaminants 

Some of the more common minor contaminants are: 

• Grease 

• Polystyrene 

• Peppercorns, Gum Nuts, Gum Leaves and Cedar Berries 

• Clothing and Rags 

• Drink Cups & Food Packaging 

ADFA Dried Frttits News - 7 
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FREE TRADE AGREEMENT & HAL BRIEFS 

Australia - US Free Trade Agreement 
The FTA will not come into effect unti l both the US & Austral ia have 
completed their respecti ve approva l p rocesses, amended and/or 
passed any necessary legislation and agreed on a date for entry into 
fo rce. 

For agriculture, the agreement would mean: 
• Two thirds of agricultural tariffs eliminated immed iately 
• Greater access for beef & dairy 
• Tariffs on most agricultural products includ ing lamb & 

sheepmeat, oranges,cut flowers & cotton seeds would be zero 
from day I of the Agreement, with further tariff reduction over 
periods of 4, I 0 & 18 years 

• Zero tariffs on oranges would save the citrus industry near ly 
$670,000 pa 

• Quota access for Avocados for the first time, commencing at 
4 ,000 tonnes pa 

• For cereals, immediate zero tariff for wheat & cereal flour 
mixes 

• For processed foods, zero tar iffs within 4 years for a range of 
fru it juices & for baby foods 

• Wine- zero tariff over II years " 
• Sugar access remains unchanged at 87,000 tonnes pa 
• Single desk marketing arrangements for wheat & barley, sugar 

and rice remain unaltered 
• Quarantine & food safety regimes remain unaffected, including 

labelling requi rements 

Dried grapes 

Under the FTA, the existing 5% tariff applied to US dried fruit 
products imported into Australia would be removed. In turn, US 
tariffs (which currently range from 1.8 - 2.8 cents/kg or about 1%) 
would also be removed. 

T he removal of tari ffs would be of advantage to the US, although US 
prices are above those of dried grape products imported into Australia 
from other countries such as Turkey and Iran. 

NFF C ritical Of US Failure To Deliver On Free Trade In 
Agriculture 
The U S A us tra lia Trade Agreement has benefits for several 
Austra lian agricul tural industries, but the United States has failed to 
deliver on free trade in agri culture, NFF President, Mr Peter Corish 
said today. 

"This trade agreement will result in Austra lian da iry fa rmers 
increasing their current access to the US, with growth in access into 
the future. For horticulture, a reduction to zero in the tariff fo r 
Australia 's top-fou r traded products into the US, as we ll as a deal on 
avocados, is a real positive." 

However, Mr Corish said that while there were some benefits for 
agriculture, NFF was very disappointed about several aspects of the 
deal. 

"Australian beef p roducers will ach ieve some market access gains, 
but over an 18 year trans ition period" 

"This is a trade agreement, not a free trade agreement, which was the 
basis on which NFF engaged in these negotiations." 

"U nimpeded access to the US market for agricul ture was not 
achieved," M r Corish said. "T his is what we sought from the outset. 
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HAL Briefs 
HA L Water 1nitiative- comm itted to achieving ongoing access to 
water for responsible and profi table use in horticulture. This 

objective is being pursued by the Water Init iative using three 
strategies. 

• Demonstration of the economic and social contribution that 

irrigated horticulture makes to the wider community 
• Innovation related to efficient & environmentally responsible 

water use 
• Policy analysis & support to water management decision 

makers regarding horticul ture's water service needs. 

Within the Water Initi ative a number of projects have been identified 
to deliver the above strategies. Some will be delivered by investment 
in the National Program for Sustainable Irrigation (NPSI) with Land 

and Water Australia. The mix of projects in N PSJ has been selected 
to complement each other. These projects take on both an Australia

wide and a regional economic outlook. These projects include the 
reconfigura tion of irrigation systems to better meet future needs, 
developing irrigation opportuni ties and the exchange of knowledge. 

Water Project 1: Socio-E conomic Contribution from Water 
This project's key objective is ' to col lect and publicise in formation 
on waters socio-economic contribution in the major catchments'. 
Th is will help to demonstrate the contributio n that irrigated 
horticul ture makes to the wider community. A project designed to 

meet these objectives has been developed under the National 
Program for Sustainable Irr igation (NPSI). T he economic impact of 

recent water refom1s and proposals on the irrigation industry will be 
evaluated, at both a national and regional level. 

T his project is being run by Dr George Reeves o f the Centre for 
International Economics. Initia lly it will evaluate the national picture 
and then carry out a detai led assessment on Goulburn-Broken. As 
water reform is occurring at a rapid rate and the implications for the 
regional economy will be enormous. It is anticipated that through th is 
increased awareness o f the con tribution made by irrigated 
horticulture, a higher priori ty w ill be given to industry, in relation to 

water po licy and service. 

C itrus Levy Increase Rejected 
Citrus growers throughout Australia voted aga inst the proposed 

increases to the national research and development levy (which is 
matched by the Commonwealth Goverrunent) and the marketing 

levy. 

Of the 658 ballot papers counted (representing around 30% of 
growers), 44% voted in favour of the levy increase and around 38% 
in favour of the marketing levy increase 

Australian Fruit & Vegetable Coalition (AFVC) 
T he AFVC has called for a s ign ifican t national social marketing 
campaign to promote fruit and vegetable consumption in Australia. 
The campaign seeks to keep frui t & vegetables at the fo refront of the 
national health agenda. 

Australian Health Ministers recently met and endorsed the Action 
Agenda developed by the National Obes ity Task force identi fYing the 
provision and promotion of fruit & vegetables as a key strategy in 
addressing growing obesity in Australia. 
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WATER, NFF & OH&S BRIEFS & THE 2005 CROP 

Water & Environment 
Mallee Regional Catchment Strategy 2003-2008 
Mallee Catchment Management Authority (MCMA) has adv ised 
that the Mallee Regional Catchment Strategy 2003-2008 bas been 
accredited by State & Federal Ministers. 
Copies of the strategy are available on the MCMA web site at 
www.malleecma. vic. gov.au 
Joan Bums, MCMA Chair bas advised that the Mallee Regional 
Catchment Strategy was the key driver o f the Regional Catchment 
Investment Plan for 2003/2004. Investment in the first year will 
deliver about $ 1 0.8m from State & Commonwealth sources for 
natural resource projects. 

Victorian Government's G reen Paper "Securing our Water 
F uture" 
More than 600 submissions were made to the Government 
following release of the Green Paper. 
The Government is reviewing submissions as it prepares the 
White Paper that wi ll set directions for future water management 
in Victoria. The White Paper should be re leased in the first half of 
2004. 

NFF Briefs 
Farm Business & Economics 
The NFF called on State Governments this month to make open 
& comprehensive representations to the National Drought Policy 
Review. Despite limited budgetary commitments for drought 
assistance, most State Governments have played important roles 
in preparing EC appl ications and in administering EC business 
ass istance arrangements. 
The Australian Government announcement in January that its 
Roads to Recovery program will be extended to 2008-09 will help 
to ensure the ongoing competitiveness and productivity of 
Austral ian farms. NFF welcomed renewal of the R2R program 
that p rovides $300m a year to local governments for building & 
maintaining local roads. By 2005 the program will have delivered 
$850m for rura l & regional councils. 
NFF has welcomed Australian Government recognition that 
incentives should be provided to encourage people to locate in 
rural Australia. Changes to the visa system to encourage ski lled 
migrants & self-funded independent retirees to settle in regional 
Australia renewed debate about the measures needed to boost 
rural Australia. NFF believes that a complete revamping & 
expansion of the current tax zone rebate system is needed to 
' boost the bush ', recognising the additional costs and imposts of 
living in rural and remote Australia. 
NFF is call ing for the tax zone rebate to be expanded & based on 
a more appropriate and comprehensive measure of remoteness, as 
used in other Federal Government programs. 

Environment 
NFF continued discussions with Officials from the Water 
Taskforce in Prime Minister and Cabinet and the Deputy 
Secretary of the Department of Agriculture F isheries and Forestry 
to discuss a range of issues relating to the progress of the National 
Water Initiative, which is due to go back to COAG this year. 

Telecommunications 
Farmers & rural communities will have access to advanced 
wireless data services by the end of 2004 after Telstra announced 
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a major extension of the CDMA data network to rural Australia. 
NFF had been calling for the extension of the sing le carrier radio 
transmission technology, known as lxRlT, to areas outside 
capital cities since this network was launched in December 2002. 
This move provides a great opportunity fo r the development of 
many on the farm services where until now access to quality 
handheld or fixed high-speed symmetri cal data has not been 
available. 

Occupational Health & Safety - Providing A Safe Workplace 
For E mployees 
With g rape picking now underway and hot weather with us, 
growers are reminded that the Occupational Health and Safety 
Act requi res them to maintain a safe and healthy work place for 
their employees. Importantly, workers are also required to take 
reasonable care of their own health and co-operate with their 
employer in making the workplace safe. 
What should dried grape growers now starting harvest do? 
• Encourage employees to cover up to avoid excessive UV 

exposure. 
• Encourage employees to wear a shady hat & sunglasses 
• Provide employees with sunscreen and encourage them to 

regularly re-apply the sunscreen. 
• Ensure that employees are provided with adequate cool water 

to prevent dehydration. 
• Ensure that every care is taken if employing pickers with 

young chi ldren, as they do not apprec iate the dangers 
associated with being around tractors. 

Look After Next Years Crop Now 
Growers busy harvesting their crops should g ive attention to 
next year 's crop as well. CSIRO 's crop forecasting model which 
uses weather conditions in the critical period for bud fruitfulness 
during November - December 2003 is forecasting a crop next 
year slightly larger than this year 's crop. The model indicates 
fruitfulness for the 2005 season is 62.2% fruitful buds compared 
to 59% for the 2004 crop. 
What can growers do now? 
• Care should be taken by pickers during hand harvesting that 

canes are not broken or damaged. 
• If the v ines are summer pruned, at least 50% of the fo liage 

should be retained. This is so the vine is still able to keep 
producing and storing carbohydrates. 

• When summer pruned vines are harvested the vines should be 
checked for bud and cane damage caused by the harvester. l f 
damage is detected, settings on the harvester should be 
adjusted. 

• Soi l moisture levels should be maintained where possible 
during picking. 

• After harvest, vines should be irrigated, fertilized & cover crop 
sown to enhance the health of vines especially as they move 
into dormancy. (see article ' post harvest vineyard care ' in this 
issue) 

Every care should be taken to maintain the vines & vineyard in 
best condition so that the vines are able to yield to their potential 
for the next season. 

Check out the new ADFA web site 

www.adfa.asn.au 
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POST-HARVEST VINE & VINEYARD CARE 

Postharvest vine and vineyard care 

Michael Treeby1
•
2 and Graeme Sanderson•.J 

•co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture 
2CS!RO Plant Industry - Horticulture Unit, River Avenue, 
Merbein 
3Agricultura l Research and Advisory Station, Silver City 
Highway, Dareton 

With all the activity associated with harvesting and drying the crop, 
two of the more important parts of the system- the vines and the 
soil- involved in producing that crop are often overlooked at th is 
time of year. This article outlines some points that dried vine fruit 
producers may consider as the end of the season draws near. 

Tt is also often overlooked that grapevines used for dried vine fruit 
production in the Sunraysia area may have 6-10 weeks after 
summer pruning when weather conditions are suitable for 
photosynthesis. It is during this period that the vine is laying down 
carbohydrate and nitrogen reserves in the perennial parts. The 
carbohydrates are being sourced• from the leaves, and if those 
leaves are not healthy and adequately supplied with water and 
nutrients, less carbohydrates will be produced and avai !able 
reserves in the following spring may be lower. 

Appropriate water and nutrition in the postharvest period are 
important in setting the vine up for the coming spring. 

The vine takes up approximately one-third of its annual N supply 
in the postharvest period. This probably equates to about 20-25 kg 
of actual N per hectare over that period. Supplied all at once, in 
combination with warm weather and adequate soi l moisture, shoot 
growth may be stimulated, which is undesirable. Therefore, it is 
preferable to break that amount up into smaller doses. Also, if the 
postharvest supply is being started much later than the beginning of 
March , then the total amount ofN supplied to the vines should be 
proportionally reduced. 

Supplying ni trogen to the vines much past the middle of Apri l is 
probably counter-productive because the leaves may remain green 
and stay on the vine long past the time when conditions are warm 
enough for photosynthesis, and pruning operations will be 
hampered. 

The mid Apri l to mid May period is also a time when areas of the 
vineyard where nitrogen supplies have been inadequate will 
become obvious. These areas will be characterized by leaves 
turning yellow ahead of other areas on the vineyard, and may also 
have yielded poorly compared to the rest of the patch or vineyard. 
lt is too late at this point to address this problem this season, but 
taking note of those areas will allow some remedial action the 
fo llowing season. 

Brightly coloured flagging tape tied around vine trunks is a good 
method of delineating a generally poorly performing area from the 
rest of the patch or vineyard for future reference. Under the 
conditions experienced in Sunraysia nitrogen supply is most 
probably the main cause of the "patchiness" seen across vineyards, 
but phosphorus, iron, zinc and, to a lesser extent, manganese may 
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also contribute. Targeted petiole analysis (i.e. the poor ar 
compared to the surrounding healthy area) may help identifY t' 
problem. 

This is also the time of the year to consider the soil. Organ 
matter underpins the physical, chemical and biological properti 
of the soil. Most obvious is so il structure, which is an importa 
determinant of water holding capacity. But other effects includ~ 

greater resistance to wind erosion and less evaporation from t 
soil surface, and a more favourable environment for soil microbi 
activity, which will affect the cation exchange capacity (i. 
potassium, magnesium and calcium avai lability) and phosphor 
avai labi lity. 

Winter cover cropping is less widely practiced than in the past, ~ 
is a means of producing a large amount of organic matter where 
is needed. Winter cover cropping is probably better regarded a~ 

means of increasing soil organic matter rather than a means 
supplying nutrients to vines next season. 

To increase the amount of organic matter in the soil sufficiently 
have an impact requires large amounts of plant material to 
added, and it is difficult and expensive to add the amounts need 
by means other than growing a cover crop over a number 
seasons. Local trial work has shown an increase, over time, in s' 
organic matter content with annual cover cropping and reduc 
tillage. 

Trial work at NSW Agriculture 's site at Dareton has show thai 
Paraggio medic cover crop can add up to 3.3 tonnes/ha of d 
organic matter per season to the interrow area. Other cover cro 
that produce large amounts of organic matter are oats, barley a 
cereal rye (ryecom). 

To ensure that these crops establish and grow well a top dressing 
N, P and K may be needed in the case of oats, barley and ryeco: 
but only P and K for leguminous cover crops such as Parag~ 
medic. 

ln addition, how that cover crop is managed at the end of win 
will affect how long the benefits wi II be maintained into the futu 
Slashing the crop and leaving it on the soil surface is probably t 
best way of ensuring that crop's residues break down slow 
incorporating the crop into the soil by discing or rotary hoeing\\ 
result in rapid breakdown of the crop residues. 

The type of crop wi ll also affect the rate of breakdown. Cere 
such as oats and triticale wi ll breakdown more slowly than pul~ 

and medics such as faba beans and Paraggio medic, which in tt 
will generally breakdown more slowly than Brassica cover ere 
such as Rangi rape. 

An aim for the vineyard manager should be to maintain the existi 
organic matter levels and, if possible, improve them in the lo 
term. 
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SUNRAYSIA GROWERS' FORUM & INDUSTRIAL BRIEFS 

Report On Sunraysia Growers Forum 
About 150 dried fru it growers & industry stakeholde rs attended the 
ADFA Growers' Forum held at the Mildura Settlers Club on 22 
January 2004 to hear a range of industry speakers from ADFA, 
Horticulture Australia Ltd, Angas Park & Sunbeam Foods. 

Topics covered included: 
Current issues & ADFA activities, including an update on 
progress w ith the Dried Grape Industry Redevelopment & 
R estructure Plan by ADFA Chairman, Peter Jones 

• Dried fruit industry R&D program & marketing- report on use 
of levy funds by Barrie MacMillan, Chaim1an o f Dried f rui ts 
Research & D ried Grape Marketing Industry Advisory 
Committees. 

• 2004 Market Outlook - presentations by both Sunbeam Foods 
and Angas Park Frui t Company. 

The Mildura Cooperative fruit Company Managing Director, Mark 
Hancock, also addressed the Forum on the takeover offer from 
Mildura investment Company. 

Barrie MacMillan covered a range of • topics inc luding the 
objectives of the R&D program, latest crop forecasts, Sunmuscat 
marketing prospects, improving world supply & demand s ituation 
& appreciation of the Austra lian do llar against the US dollar. 

Bill Holmes, Angas Park outlined the initiatives being taken in 
re lation to new products. Also, growers would be offered high & 
low door prices, advances were available on application and 
contracts were being signed. 

Steve Gorman, Sunbeam Foods comme nted on a range o f 
marketing re lated issues that were influencing the improving 
market outlook. 

Chris Ellis, Sunbeam Foods reported on issues related to the 2004 
harvest. Growers would have access to a harvest advance & cash 
payment option. An appeal mechanism, including ability to request 
an independent adjud ication would be ava ilable. 

Chris E llis also outlined Sunbeam Foods indicative prices for 2004: 
• Su ltanas $1435 - 1500 I tonne 
• Currants $1800 - 1850 I tonne 
• Sunmuscats $ 1435 - 1500 I tonne 
• Raisins $1600 - 1700 I tonne 

NFF Industrial Br iefs 
ACTU Wage Claim For $26.60 
NFF has warned that any wage increase will cause a significant 
drop in farm employment, is a submission to the national wage case 
lodged w ith the Australian Industria l Relations Commission. 

" ln opposing the ACTU's claim for $26.60 per week, NFF has 
argued that the Commission must take into account the differences 
between rural Australia & metropolitan Australia in determining 
whether or not an increase to the minimum wage is j ustified," NFF 
industrial Chairman, Mr D uncan Fraser said. 

Research undertaken on behalf of NFF showed that a 1 per cent 
increase in wages would corre late to a fa ll in farm employment of 
between 0.6 to 1.5 per cent. 
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"The research also concludes that consume r costs are lower in rural 

Austra lia than in metropolitan Australia and that rural businesses 

are experiencing far lower profit margins than their ci ty peers," Mr 
Fraser said. 

"The evidence supports the argument that any increase in the 

minimum wage has a greate r negative impact on businesses in rural 

Australia than their counterparts in capi tal c ities . 

"NFF argues that the ACTU has a limited metropol ita n focus when 

pursuing wage increases which fa ils to take into account the reality 

of what is happening in rural Australia. 

NFF has called for the Commission to consider the different 

circumstances which exist across the country, including the 

particular s ituation in rural Austral ia, in order to take a balanced 

approach to determining minimum wages. 

"Tf a centralised wage fix ing system is in place then the process 

should ensure that there is a fair & equitable approach for all 

Austra lian businesses, inc lud ing farm ers and other rural 

enterprises." 

NFF had highlighted to the Conunission the loss of income to 

farmers arising from the stronger Austral ian dollar, rising interest 

rates & ongoing impacts of drought. 

"Farm e mployment has been substantially eroded in the past 18 
months mainly due to drought," Mr Fraser said. 

''NFF is concerned that the granting of a wage increase has the 

potential to reduce the minor increase in employment in the 

agricultural sector which we have w itnessed in recent months as 

farm businesses have started the s low recovery process from 

drought." 

A copy of the submission is available from today 111 the media 

centre on the NFF website at www.nff.org.au 

Farm Safety 
NFF representatives appeared before a Victor ian Government 

Committee Hearing into Injury and Fatalities on Victorian Farms 

this month. NFF was asked to appear to provide the Committee a 

national perspective on farm safety. Matters raised at the hearing 

inc luded ATVs, farmer education on farm safety, workers 

compensation and child safety on farms. 

Some Weather Related Web Sites 
Bureau Of Meteoroloogy: 

www.bom.gov.au/ 

SILO: 
www.bom.gov.au/silo/ 

The Farmshed Weather: 
ww.thefarmshed.com.au/weather!index.jhtml 
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ANGAS PARK FRUIT COMPANY UPDATE 

Angas Park Fruit Company Pty Ltd forges ahead into 
the 2004 dried vine fruit season with vision and 
anticipation for the coming year ahead. 

2004 dried vine fru it prices have now been released. 
Sultanas 
5 Crown Light Low Door Payment $1485 

Currants 
5 Crown Low Door Payment $1850 

Raisins 
5 Crown Low Door Payment $1675 

" Sun muscat Low Door Payment $1485 

Our fresh, new marketing image, enhanced profile and 
value-added product lines launched into the snacking arena 
is set to move forward in " leaps and bounds" as the new 
season crop arnves. 

We continue to aggressively source out new sales and 
marketing initiatives to drive Australian Dried fruit into the 
future. Every variety including sunmuscat continues to be 
presented into different market places in search of new 
opportunities of consumption. 

These are exciting times and together with you as growers 
Angas Park is expecting to see a new horizon rising over the 
dried fruit industry. 

The tree fruit season overall was 
a success even though tonnages 
were down and climatic 
conditions caused some amount 
of loss. Angas Park is meeting 
the tree fruit market with 
optimism as the demand for our 
product is increasi ng. Higher 
prices to growers certainly lifted 
hope in the industry and with the 
imminent availability of new 
vanettes and subsequent 
plantings we are looking forward 
to a healthy future. 

The prune intake is just about to 
commence and the crop is 
looking good, however, with 
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pressures of imports and the escalation of the Australia 
dollar it will be a challenging year on all fronts. Angas Par 
continues to be positive about our excellent product an 
therefore have committed to major promotions this year i 
a bid to convince the consumer to buy Australian. 

Angas Park will be purchasing all dried vi ne varieties an 
wishes all growers the best for a successful harvest ar 
looks forward to working with you this season 2004. 

Your local Contacts: 
lrymple; 
Andree Wilksch 
Victorian Manger 
Ph: (03) 5024 7077 
Mobile 0408 147 501 

Terry Ebbels 
M: 0429 437 077 

Loxton 
John Nield 
Ph: 08 8584 1470 
Mobile: 0428 619 192 

Renmark 
Malcolm Aston 
08 8595 1421 
0409 616 785 

Barry Bottams 
M: 0429 I 03 429 

Waikerie 
Les Cartlidge 
08 8541 3603 
M: 0408 839 901 

Angaston 
Colin Farey 
08 8564 2052 
M: 0417 875 149 

• NO ARTIFICIAL FLAVOURS 
OR COLOURS . 

• NO ADDED SUGAR. 

• NATURALLY INFUSED. 

• 100% AUSTRALIAN. 

• CONVENIENT SACHET PACK. 

1\NG/\S ® I"'/\RI( 
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DRIED FRUITS TRUST - RESEARCH UPDATE 

The Project- "Test ing Pesticides For Use With Biological Control 
& Integrated Pest Management" 
In 2002, the Dried Fruits Trust funded a project by I PM 
Technologies, Hurstbridge, Victoria entitled "Testing Pesticides For 
Use With Biological Control & Integrated Pest Management. Copies 
of this report are available on request. 
Extracts from the final report are outlined below. 

Background 
Control ofpests & diseases in many crops including dried grapes, has 
relied for many years on use of pesticides. Some pests have 
developed resistance to many sprays and attempts to combat this 
problem by chemical use have lead to higher rates & frequency of 
pesticide application. As a result, there is greater chance of pesticide 
residue in produce, often poor control of pest or disease & 
development of secondary pests. 

Sustainable control of pests & diseases is possible when an integrated 
approach is used and a compatible combination of biological control, 
management methods & pesticides are employed together. 

A range o f predatory & parasitic insects & mites occur naturally in 
vineyards. These insects & mites have Ahe potential to control 
populations of pest populations if their environment (the crop) is free 
of toxic pesticides, which could otherwise greatly reduce the 
populations of beneficia Is. However, the main information lack ing is 
deta iled knowledge of the e ffect of pestic ides on natura lly occcurring 
beneficial species of insects & mites. 

This project reports on the e ffects of pesticides on the most important 
beneficial insects in dried grape crops. Laboratory assays were done 
to determine the effects of direct spraying and of dried chemical 
residues on various insects. Candidate pesticides tested were those 
considered to have potential to be incorporated into integrated pest 
management programs. Some effects on insect fecundity were also 
investigated. 

The researcher concludes that the outcomes of th is research should 
ass ist in improving efficiency & competitiveness in the industry by 
providing information to allow sustainable pest control based on 
Integrated Pest Management. This in tum should improve dried fruit 
qua lity by reducing the likelihood of chemical residues. 

• 

The Final Report- Executive Summary 
A range of pesticides (insecticides & fungic ides) were tested under 
laboratory conditions to determine their relative toxicity to beneficial 
insects & mites which occur in dried grape vineyards in Australia. 
Pesticides screened were those which growers may use, at least in 
part because of their potential use withinlPM strategies. Most, if not 
all, have been proposed by suppliers as being su itable for lPM. The 
final report outlines the results of testing aimed at determining the 
true position of these pesticides in the Austra lian context. 

• The research found that many products showed high variability 
in toxicity to beneficial insects & mites 

Almost every compound tested had toxic effects on some 
species but were hannless to others 

• Acute testing on all species showed that there was practically 
no method of predicting which compounds were safe or toxic 
to the range of beneficia l species of importance 

• The SAFEST products were BT (Bacillus thuringiensis) 
based pesticides. These inc lude Delfin®, Dipel®, and Xen 
Tari®. Legend® caused low mortalities and is also considered 
safe. 

• Products that were safe to MOST BUT NOT ALL were 
Success®, Proclaim®, Thiovit® and Kocide® 

• A surprising and important result was the toxic effect of 
Success® to the mite predator Stethorus. 

• Of I NTERM EDIATE toxicity were products such as Avatar® 
and Penncozeb®, where severa l species of bcneficials were 
killed. 

• TOXIC products that would be difficult to use 111 an IPM 
program included Dithane & Polyram. 

• TOXIC products not used in this p roject but that are fa r 
more disruptive to IPM include synt hetic pyrethroids and 
or ganophosphate insecticides. We (the researcher) classify 
all products in t hese groups as less able to be used in a n 
IPM strategy that any of t he products tested in this project. 

Growers are reminded that there are usually several comparable trade 
oame products & that these may produce similar results . 

The TOTALLY HORICUL TURAL Field Days 
A 'must see' event for all grape growers 

'Worlds Best Practice' in Technology 
and Equipment on Display 

T AFE College Campus, Benetook Ave, Mil dura 
PLENTY OF OFF STREET P ARKJNG 

Tuesday 25th & Wednesday 26th May 2004 
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SUNBEAM FOODS UPDATE 

SUNMUSCATS 
In last year 's March addition of Dried Fruit News Sunmuscats 

were highlighted. Marketing issues and production benefits that 
growers were consistently reporting were mentioned. The 2003 
sultana harvest did incur some rain damage but Sunmuscats came 
through relatively unscathed. Sunbeam received 783 tonnes, with 
most growers reporting good yields in a season where the sultanas 
yielded half their average production. Since then important 
positive developments have occurred in the following areas-

Sizing. The two spec.ified applications of GA resulted in larger 
fruit size but harvesting & processing were impacted with 
difficulty in removing excess vine material. ln addition most 

customers indicated ready acceptance of nonnal sized berries, 
although there may be some who continue to request large. 
Subsequently Sunbeam has requested growers not to apply sizing 
sprays to Sunmuscats however we have targeted a few growers 

who have agreed to size to supply specific markets . A no sizing 
spray requirement should be a big benefit to growers. 

Markets. The Sunmuscats were sold as Sunmuscats but many of 
Sunbeam's customers saw them as sultana type, having bigger 
more fleshy berries. Each customer stipulated how they wished to 
introduce thi s var iety to their consumers .The 2003 tonnage was 
sold quickly, whi ch was anticipated given our very low tonnage 
of sultana. Most importantly customers quickly requested repeat 
orders. The interest has developed across markets including 
export into Europe & domestic manufacturing and baking. Coles 
has placed a large order (with their own in-bouse promotion) to 
use Sunmuscats for their in-store bakery production of Easter 

buns. 

Pricing. The 2003 crop was purchased and sold at price levels 
similar to sultana .The 2004 price for Sunmuscats bas not only 
bene fited from the genera l ri se of sultana but also sees a rise of 
$ 150 tonne for the unsized requirement following the general 
market acceptance of this fru it. 

Processing & Storage. Processing Sunmuscats can prove 
challenging as the berries can be difficult to separate from 
bunches both at harvest and the initial stages of processing. We 
expect growers and harvest contractors to actively manage this 
and we see the diminished use of sizing sprays as a significant 
positive influence in this area. The capstemming is not as easy as 
sultana but can be managed on the processing line. The fruit is 
seen to sto re very well. 
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Production. This year we expect 1500 tonnes and we see the 
Sunmuscat as having a good future and wish to see it continue to 
quickly grow in vo lume. Please speak to us if you are interested 

in a contract. 

EXCESS VINE MATERIAL IN FRUIT SUPPLIED 
At Sunbeam our biggest customer complaint is for stalks & stems. 
Despite spending millions of dollars on processing upgrades we 
see this issue increasing. Consumers are demanding a clean 
contaminant free product & they will complain readily even for a 
very small stalk or stem. (See photos a ttached which give real 
examples of the problem). 

We believe that the problem shou ld be addressed in an integrate' 
fashion as the less we receive in, the greater the opportunity for u 
to present a clean sample for packaging/packeting. This is an are 
where competitors such as Turkey have focused with on farm pre 
riddling and have the advantage of cheaper labour to undertak 
thorough manual re - inspection. 

Please study the Adjustment & Deductions table on the back c 
the 2004 Pricing Schedule carefully. This has been amended fc 
Excess Vine Material and our receival staff will be carefull 
scrutinising the fru it to ensure we do not incur addition< 
processing costs as well as risk continuing customer complaints 
The crop is expected to be 
double last years, the 
quality and weather 
appear favourable and 
with some price rises or 
strong prices holding for 
other var ieties, we 
approach the harvest 

period with optimism. 
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MILDURA FIELD DAYS & HARVEST WEATHER SERVICES 

Mildura & District Dried Fruits Association (A.D.F.A.) 

53RD MTLDURA DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL 
FJELD DAYS 

Tuesday 25th. & Wednesday 26th. May 2004 
The biggest totally horticultural field days in the north-west of 
Victoria are on again this year at the Sunraysia TAFE site, 
Benetook Avenue, Mildura on Tuesday 25th & Wednesday 26th 
May. 

These days are "a must attend" for all horticulturalists and more 
especially for those growing grapes for wine, fresh or dried fruit 
production. 

Originally begun more than fifty years ago to show the gadgets 
some growers were developing to ease the work-load to produce 
optimum dried vine fruits in the Sunraysia area. These gadgets 
have now been developed and commercialized to be some of the 
specialized pieces of equipment we now use. 

Organising committee chairman Eddie Lloyd said "there will still 
be a Gadget Alley and the comm ittee is hoping that enterprising 
growers will enter their innovative aids or gadgets they have 
developed to ass ist in working their properties. These gadgets will 
be judged and prizes awarded to those deemed most useful to the 
modern grower." 

"A real draw card for growers will be the wide range of tractors, 
implements and equipment on display. More importantly, with 
the advancement in technology and advisory services now being 
made available to growers, the Field Days are a great opportunity 
for them to become aware of these " Worlds Best Practices" and 
how they can be used to improve the productivity and profitabi lity 
of their properties." 

The organizing committee is once again continuing with the 
policy of free admission so growers and visitors will find it 
attractive to attend both days allowing them to view what is on 
display at their leisure. The Field Day site has plenty of off street 
parking and there will be a variety of food stalls to satisfy all 
appetites. 

The committee of the Mildura District Dried Fruits Association 
believe that the field days are well worth a visit by all growers and 
that the 25th and 26th of May 2004 be marked in their diaries. Mr. 
Lloyd said "these are days that should not be missed by any grape 
grower." 

Enquiries regarding commercial sites or entering gadgets at the 
field days can be directed to the organizers John Hawtin and 
Sharni Blore at the ADFA on 50235174 or email 
JHawtin@adfa.asn.au or SBlore@adfa.asn.au 

March 2004 

Special Weather Forecast for Fruitgrowers 
The Victorian Bureau of Meteorology has again agreed to provide 
a special Sunraysia weather forecast from February through to 
mid April 2004. 

Throughout the year, the Mi ldura Meteorological office provides 
a locally specialised recorded telephone service on 1900 957 493 
providing updates of the Mallee forecasts at 6am and around 4pm 
with local weather observations updated every 3 hours between 
6am and 9pm. 

The service is enhanced over the drying season with: 
I. A "Sunraysia Forecast" providing verbal advice on areas of 

rain being observed by the radar. Radar information is updated 
hourly when precipitation of any intensity has been observed 
on the radar between 6am and 9pm during the drying season. 
A description of current and forecast weather is also given with 
each update on 1900 957 493. 

2. A special harvest forecast prepared each afternoon by a 
forecaster in the Victorian Regional Forecast Centre in 
Melbourne is added into the recorded service around 5:30pm. 
This forecast focuses on the likelihood of conditions that have 
the potential to damage frui t or affect drying fruit and is 
disseminated via the 1900 telephone service 

3. The duty weather observer in the Mildura office also provides 
a weather briefing each morning on Mildura radio. 

Note I - the cost of the 1900 phone service is 77c per minute. 
Note 2 - there are three fax Weather map products that can be 
accessed. 
• Analysis chart (latest weather map)- 1902 935 210. 
• 24-hour forecast chart on 1902 935 211 . 
• 4-day forecast on 1902 935 002. 

Information on Weather by Fax is available at 
http://www.bom.gov.au/other/wbf!wbf.shtml 

The cost of the fax service is 60c per minute. 

OTHER WEATHER RELATED WEB SITES 
Refer to page II 
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Good dried fruit 
producers know 
that there is only 
one drying oil to 

TRUST 
their crop with 

/ VOULLAIRES 

• Strongest one drum knockdown formulation on the market 

• 30 minute rain fast guarantee 

• Compatible with a broad range of tank mixed products 

• No need to add a general purpose surfactant 

• Easy pumping - Flows better 

• Better control of hard to kill weeds 

Enquire at your local GROWMART store 
MILDURA (8th St), MILDURA ( l5th St) 
COOMEALLA, RED CLIFFS, NANGILOC, 

ROBINVALE & NOW OPEN AT NYAH 

Owned by the farmers and community of Sunraysia 


