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DEPUTY CHAIRMAN'S (PETER JONES) REPORT 
-JUNE 2001 

Growers of Australian quality dried fruits, 

I hope thi s label is accurate for the fmi t you dried 
this year. Good cond itions prevailed during the 
harvest period and quality fruit was quite 
achievable by all growers. If you have not 
produced "quality" fruit this year, have a good 
hard look at your production systems and methods 
of operation and find out why and what you need 
to do to remedy this. 

Customers require quality and if you want to sell your fruit, grow and supply 
good fmit, (the type you personally like to eat) and they will pay a good price 
for it and will come back for more. 

While 1 am talking about quality, the dried grape industry's Approved Supplier 
Program courses are continuing and ALL growers MUST be accredited by 
2002 harvest. Thi s is now one of our major industry weapons to hold 
customers and keep them using Australian fruit over the cheaper imports. 

We are now thinking and working on next season's crop with short crisp days 
of pruning and long cold nights to plan. Reflect on the crop just grown (not 
a pretty picture), and do some hard analysis. Problem with very poor bunches 
on sultana clones, H4, H5 older clonal selection? Did you know that other 
sultana type varieties released are more consistent producers? Merbei n 
Seedless, laughed at and discarded by many growers who hand picked it a 
few years back, did not drop off production anywhere near the others this 
season. It's a great early variety for trell is drying and with its late budburst is 
also a good tool for avoiding early frost damage. 

Carina currants cropped well and are consistent with their crop levels. Their 
rain tolerance and bunch structure make it ideal for drying on the trell is. 

Sunmuscat vines produced good sound fruit and again cropped well. Growers 
delivering this variety received 33% more dollars per tonne than sultanas. 
Again, thi s variety is great for trelli.s drying. 

Can you see a theme coming through here? Please read on. 

Ask yourself when planning for the next few years. Replanting? Upgrading? 
What variety? What trelli s? What harvesting method? 

The plan should be to ensure that we have consistent cropping levels and 
gross between $5000 - $6000 per acre. Dollars per acre are far more 
meaningful than dollars per tonne. Seek to spread the risk across a number 
of varieties. 

Cover: 
Photo courtesy of the Mildura Historical Society 
'Fairholme' , Nichols Point 1905. 

Continued on page 5 
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WHAT'S YOUR BOARD DOING FOR YOU 

ADFA Web Site 
The ADFA has put together material for a web site, which 
will be produced by - The Net Page Creations. The site 
will be officially launched at the forthcoming meeting of 
Federal Council in July. 

The site will include an outline of the operations of the 
Board and Federal Council together with an overview of 
the history and operations of the Association. There will 
be meeting dates and details of material available and the 
site will have links to relevant organisations such as DNRE, 
CSIRO, Weather Bureau and National Farmers' Federation. 

ADFA Business Plan 
ADFA Staff, Branches and Board of Management have 
been involved in preparation of a draft Business Plan that 
will be presented to Federal Council for review and 
adoption. The Board of Management and Federal Council 
will undertake an annual review of the goals to ensure the 
Association is meeting its objectives and the needs of 
growers. 

ADFA Insurance 
ADFA Insurance will again provide Crop Insurance for 
dried fruit, wine grapes, table grapes and almonds in 200 l I 
2002. Free no obligation quotations will be available from 
Carolyn Dannatt at the ADFA Office on telephone 03 5023 
5174. The scheme will commence on August 27, 200 I . 

ADFA Shop 
There has been some restructuring of staff in the ADFA 
Shop however both the retai l and kitchen sections are 
operating. 

The kitchen has a 
selection of both hot and 
cold lunches and snacks 
availab le and do n 't 
forget the gift baskets 
and dried fruit p latters 
available from the shop. 

Spray Diary 
The ADFA Spray D iary, wh ich fo rms pa rt of the 
compliance process for the dried grape Approved Supplier 
Program, is about to be printed and will be distributed by 
mail to growers during August. 

The Diary will again be jointly funded by the processors 
and distributed by the ADFA. 

Leadership Development Course 
The Board of Management in December 1999 resolved to 
participate in a joint leadership training program with the 
DFRDC and the wine grape industry to be conducted over 
2 years. Fifty dried fruit growers participated in a workshop 
in 2000 from whi ch four growers were selected to attend 
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an advanced leadership course at the Marcus Oldham 
College in Geelong. The second year of the program will 
be conducted this year and 5 participants will represent 
the dried fruit industry at the course from July I to 6, 2001. 

Horticulture Australia Limited 
Handover presentations by the Australian Horticulture 
Corporation and Horticulture Research and Development 
Council to Horticulture Australia Ltd (HAL) took place in 
Sydney on February 14, 200 I. Pre! iminary discussions 
have now been held with the Chairperson, Dr. Jane Wilson 
in relation to the operation of the industry's marketing and 
research functions. Further discussions will be held with 
John Webster who was appointed Managing Director on 
May 18, 200 I. 

Notes of Interest for Growers 

Changes to OHS & W Fines in SA 
Fines for unsafe work practices under the SA Occupational 
Health, Safety and Welfare Act 1986 increased on January 
1, 2001. The Act now empowers the court to impose 
penalties of up to $200,000. Occupational health and safety 
in the workplace is regarded as a top priority by the S.A. 
government. The increase in penalties is part of a strategic 
approach which employs education, encouragement and 
enforcement strategies to improve safety in South 
Australian workplaces. 

For more infom1ation contact the Workplace Information 
Service on 1300 365 255. Mobile phone users or interstate 
callers telephone: 08 8303 0400. 

Natu ral R esources & E n v ir onmen t C u stomer 

Ser vice Centre 
The Customer Service Centre is an easy way to get in touch 
with NRE from wherever you live in Victoria. The Centre 
will also put you in touch with experts when you need 
specialist information and advice. 
8am to 8pm Monday to Friday telephone 136 186 

Safety Net Review D ecision 
The Fu ll Bench of the Australian Industrial Relations 
Commission handed down the Safety Net Review Decision 
on May 2, 200 l . At this stage the decision is confined to 
employers and employees covered by Federal Awards. Th is 
Decision does not result in any immediate increase in wage 
rates, as unions are now required to make individual 
applications to vary each award. 

abc.net.au/rural- brings you Australia's only daily and 
comprehensive coverage of rural issues and primary 
industry news from ABC's team of specialist journalists 
across regional Australia. Go online and register to receive 
email updates on activities, forwns, features and key news. 
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HORTICULTURE AUSTRALIA LTD. 
DRIED GRAPE COMMITTEE REPORT 

The restructuring of the export marketing assistance body for 
the dried futits industry continues with guidel ines on the structure 
of the industry advisory committee being approved by the 
Horticulture Australia Limited (HAL) Board of Directors. 

Initial discussions on the future programs and operations of the 
Dri ed Grape Committee have occurred amongst industry 
stakeholders. Ross Skinner was invited to make a presentation 
on the activities of the Australian Dried Fruits Board to the HAL 
Board and senior staff. 

The Dried Fruits R&D Council 's industry representative bodies 
for the Prune, Dried Tree Fruit and D ried Grape industries have 
also investigated the option of operating within Horticulture 
Australia 's corporate framework. A meeting with the Chair of 
HAL and the Chairs or representatives of the ADFA, APIA, 
SADTFGA and the DFRDC was held in Sydney on April 26. 

In the meeting and subsequent communications from HAL, the 
dried fruit industries have had assurance that should a change of 
status ofthe DFRDC to operate within HAL occur, then the office 
in Mil dura would continue to administer the industry committees , 
and manage the R&D programs. 

The industry bodies queried the cost of service delivery on items 
such as accounting, audit, investing, and insurance for both the 
R&D and marketing bodies. A commitment on an arrangement 
that will offer a cost efficient delivery of these services had been 
forthcoming. 

These assurances and the arrangements that exist under HAL for 
the Commonwealth matching of voluntary contributions are 
positives that were considered by the Dried Fruits R&D Counci l's 
industry representative bodies in deciding to operate within the 
new company. 

The industry decision to move its R&D effort to HAL may impact 
on the fin al structure put in place for the Industry Committee/s 
as the prune, dried tree fruit and dried grape industries are 
stakeholders in the current DFRDC. Whereas the ADFB has 
only addressed the interests of only dried grape growers in the 
past. 

Whatever the structure it is apparent that the new arrangement 
will offer significant cost savings through economies of scale in 
being part of a larger organisation. The reduced input of staff 
time into meeting the increasing budgeting and reporting 
requirements of government will also provide a better allocation 
of limited staff resources to more producti ve tasks from an 
industry viewpoint. 

These time and cost savings will enable the programs delivered 
previously by the ADFB to be undertaken more cost effectively. 
These programs include export promotion, market research, 
product description, market access, industry statistics, crop 
forecasting, international liaison, chemical residue and other 
clearance testing, spray d iary monitoring, and maintaining the 
approved supplier database. 

Most marketing control powers are held in reserve and may only 
be used again in exceptional circumstances and with the support 
ofthe industry's processing and marketing sector. Some controls, 
such as export agent licensing are sti ll maintained. 
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The restructuring process is timely given the further reduction in 
the industry level of production in 200 I to 16,500 tonnes of all 
varieties. 

This limited tonnage will mean very little wi ll be exported into 
what is currently a saturated export market wherein the US and 
Turkey are battling for market share at heavily discounted prices 
from this time last year. The excellent qual ity of the 2001 crop. 

The Northern Hemisphere crops now developing will hold the 
key as to whether the oversupply situation continues into 2002. 
Following bumper crops in 2000 it is hoped that the northern 
hemisphere vines wi ll have a recovery year to bring a balance to 
the market. 

The early crop prediction for our 2002 crop, based on the CSIRO 
fruitfulness model, indicates excellent conditions during the 
bunch initiation period in 2000 that should result in large per 
acre yields next harvest. 

The latest industry statistics are: 

Season 2000 Production 

Variety 2000 Receivals 2000 Packed 

Sultanas 26,532 25,495 

Naturals 311 293 
Currants 2,688 2,544 
Seeded Raisins 1,214 1,019 

Other Varieties 263 241 

Total Tonnes 31 ,008 29,592 

Season 2000 Marketing 

Market Sultana Currant Raisin 

Canada 625 47 5 

Germany 2,244 0 0 

UK 1,301 19 103 

New Zealand 428 65 42 

Other 1,359 44 35 

Export Tonnes 5,957 175 185 

Australia 14,817 1,846 768 

Total Tonnes 2o,n4 2,021 953 

Season 200 I Production 

Variety Sultana Currant Raisin 

Tonnage 13,223 2,518 666 

The 152 tonnes ofSunmuscat represents an increase of over 50% 
from last season despite lower yields per acre than in previous 
years. This product is in demand both domestically and from 
export markets that have seen samples of the product. 

Total tonnage of all varieties for the 2001 Season is 16,678 tonnes 
with some small increase due to late deliveries expected. 
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DEPUTY CHAIRMANS REPORT- JUNE 2001 
Continued from page 2 

A. If growing sultanas, use rootstocks and good trellis. 
Mix up your clones and Mer be in Seedless (or some of 
the new selections that wi ll be re leased fro m our 
research projects in the next few years) for a variety of 
options and good returns. 

B. Carina and/or Zante Currants on rootstocks, trellis dried, 
good returns. 

C. Sunmuscat, a unique variety, no threat of substitution 
from imports, excellent returns. 

* * * * Realise that the new varieties selected by your 
researchers and grower representatives are done on the 
basis that they are an improvement over existing ones or 
they would not be released. Use them in a balanced planting 
program.**** 

T he future of our dried vine fruit industry is very good if all 
of us involved use careful planning and common sense. 

~ 
SUNBEAM 

FOODS 

I 

DRIED GRAPE ~f»PROVED 
SUPPLIER PROGRAM 
TRAINING REGtSTRATION 

The Dried Grape Approved Supplier Program has 
been launched and is the official Qu~ity Assuranc;e ' 
Program fol'.lhe dried grape industry. 
Training i.s conducted by approved Training 
Providers. 
Drying for Profit is coordinating all courses. 
TrainiQg course enrolments will cost growers 
approx. $75 as a FarmBiz 75°fd subsidy is available 
only until June 30, 2001 . 
Auditing will be und aken by th 
cost to growers. 
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ADFA Membership 
As reported in the earlier edition, the Board of Management 
dec ided to waive membersh ip fees this year on 
compassionate grounds, due to the very poor crops and the 
growers' need for every dollar they earned. We encourage 
growers to still fi ll in the membership forms and be involved 
in their industry. We are working very hard on your behalf 
in all matters brought before us. 

# One piece of advice # 
P lease don't drop off hail insurance in the springtime. 
The premium cost may be hard to find but a hailstorm could 
destroy you completely. ADFA Insurance will send out 
fo rms for the 2001-2002 year closer to spring (August), 
which shows a bigger payout for damage done by a storm 
with no increase to the premium paid. 

Federal Council is on July 18'", 2001 and the afternoon 
forum is open to all who wish to hear and see what our 
industry is on about. Please mark it on your calendar now 
because we want you there. 

Your servant 
Peter Jones 
Deputy Chairman 

Plan today to enjoy the fru its of your labour tomorrow with an 
Australian Primary Superannuation product. With low fees and 
more choice it 's not surprising that the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association considers Austral ian Primary Superannuation 
products to be ideal for both employers and your employees. 

Request your FREE 
Primary Essentials 
and Primary Plus 

information kit today 

Trustee: Farm Plan Pty Limited ACN 067 241 016 

AUSTRAIJAN PRIMARY 
St.ftltA.'i.' UA110N RrSD 

~-CUMI'YPOR 
....u.&.a..aiOIIAL~ 
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SUNMUSCAT PERFORMANCE ON ROOTSTOCKS (SEASON 2001 UPDATE) 
P.R. Clingeleffer and D.R. Emmanuelli 

CSLRO Plant Industry, Merbein, Victoria 3505. 

The new seedless variety, Sunmuscat, is being grown or considered 
by many dried grape producers. The use of rootstocks is essential 
for economic viability where growers are redeveloping an existing 
property. 

Previous CSlRO/DFRDC studies found that field grafting of 
Sunmuscat on Ram sey was troublesome and not always 
successful. Hence, as a result of this observed incompatibility, 
Ramsey was not a recommended rootstock for Sunmuscat despite 
performing adequately once established. 

To identify the most suitable rootstock for Sunmuscat, a further 
CSIRO/DFRDC trial was established in a replant situation on a 
grower property in 1995. The rootstocks were field grafted in 
1996. The vines have been trained as a bi-lateral cordon on a 
high single wire trellis, in preparation for establishment of Shaw 
swingann trellis. In the past two seasons the vines were pruned 
as a hanging cane system where all suitable canes arising from 
the cordon were retained. 

Prelimi nary results from the first two seasons ( 1999 and 2000) 
indicated that 1103 Paulsen had shown the strongest potential of 
the rootstocks tria led although at hig h croppin g levels its 
maturation was delayed compared to the next best yielding 
rootstock, 140 Ruggeri (Ciingeleffer and Emmanuelli 2000). 

Detailed results for each rootstock are provided in the following 
table that has been updated to include the 200 I harvest season. It 
shows that the ranking between rootstocks for yield has changed. 

Yield Yield 
Rootstock 2000 2001 

(Kg/vine) (Kg/vine) 

Own roots 12.8 a 14.2a 

Ramsey 27.9 d 22.7d 

1.103 Paulsen 42.6 f 18.4bc 

140 Ruggeri 33.7 e 20.0cd 

S04 23.6 c 16.6abc 

Schwarzmann 20.4 be 15.5ab 

101-14 16.9 b 14.5a 

5A Teleki 18.0 b 17.4abc 

1202 Courdec 24.2 cd 18.6bc 

Mean yield for each of the seasons 2000 and 2001 and mean 
beny weight and sugar level for season 2001 ofSunmuscat grown 
as own roots or grafted on a range of rootstock types. The 
percentage change in yield from season 2000 to 200 I is included 
for comparative purposes. Mean values with different subscripts 
are significantly different (p= 0. 05). 

A II rootstocks, except own roots, had lower yields in season 2001 
than in season 2000. Factors contributing to the reduction in yield 
may have been lower bunch numbers associated with lower shoot 
fruitfulness or retention of fewer canes (not measured) and the 
effects of stress caused by extreme climatic conditions during 
crop development in season 200 1. Very high temperatures 
occurred during the latter stages of set in late November. 

During th is period there was a high Joss of berries that had initially 
appeared to have been set. This phenomena, which was not 
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recorded for individual rootstocks, may have contributed to the 
overall lower y ields across the trial compared to season 2000. 
Furthermore an extended period of high temperatures from 
veraison to harvest in January and February occurred. Under 
these conditions, Sunmuscat maturity was enhanced by almost 
two weeks compared to the previous season. The trial was 
harvested on 27'" February at a similar level of frui t maturity, ie. 
24.6 °Brix. However, berry weights were on average 13% smaller 
in season 2001 compared to 2000 (ie. mean 2.02 g compared to 
2.34 g respectively). 

The best performing rootstocks in season 2001 were Ramsey and 
140 Ruggeri , followed by 1103 Paulsen and 1202 Courdec. The 
lowest y ielding rootstocks were I 01- 14 and Schwarzmann which 
performed similarly to own rooted v ines. 

Rootstocks that had the highest yields in season 2000 (ie. 1103 
Paulsen and 140 Ruggeri) were sti ll able to produce adequate 
yields in 2001 despite having the most sign ificant change in 
production level from last season. The average yield for the two 
seasons for 11 03 Paulsen was the highest. Small differences in 
berry weight and sugar level between the rootstocks were not 
significant in 2001. 

The results of the trial at this early stage indicate that the most 
appropriate rootstocks for Sun muscat are ll 03 Paulsen, 140 
Ruggeri and Ramsey. Own roots and a number of rootstocks (ie. 
101-14, SA Teleki, Schwarzmann and S0 4) have low potential 
in such replant situations. 

Yield Average Berry Sugar 
change Yield weight 2001 
2000-01 (Kq!vine) 2001 (q) (oBrix) 

+10.9 % 13.5 1.91 24.5 

- 18.4 % 25.3 2.03 23.7 

-56.8% 30.5 2.22 24.9 

-40.6% 26.9 2.05 24.8 

-29.7% 20.1 1.98 24.6 

-24.1 % 18.0 2.01 24.0 

- 14.2 % 15.7 2.00 25.1 

- 3.4 % 17.7 1.98 25.9 

-23.1 % 21.4 2.02 24.4 

Long-term studies over several seasons are required before a fmal 
recommendation of rootstock for Sunmuscat can be made. 
Detailed studies of yield components and crop development are 
required to differentiate between the effects of crop load in the 
previous season and environmental influences on fruitfulness and 
bunch development (ie. flower number, fruit set and berry 
development). Improved irrigation management to reduce stress 
resulting from high temperatures during the final stages of fruit 
set and berry development must also be considered in future 
studies. 

Reference 
Clingeleffer, P.R. and Emmanuelli , D.R. (2000). Sunmuscat 
performance on rootstocks (preliminary results) . Dried Fruits 
News. September 2000. 
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L_ ________________ ~D~R~Y~I~N~G~F~O~R~P~R~O~F~IT~----------------~~ -
By Dale Little - Program Manager 

COMMITTEE SEEKS FUNDING 
FOR NEW PROGRAM 

The cwTent funding for the Drying for Profit Program is scheduled 
to conclude on December 31 ", 2001. The Drying for Profit 
Committee is currently investigating all avenues for additional 
funding to ensure that the program continues into the future. 

The committee believes that while the program has now been 
running for six years it is still essential that it continue into the 
future to ensure growers have the opportunity to source the most 
up to date research and technology. The success of the project to 
date has been its ability to link researchers and information 
providers to growers, which has been achieved with the combined 
support of the ADFA, DFRDC, Agriculture Victoria, Agriculture 
NSW, CSIRO and PIRSA in South Austra lia. 

Some changes will be made to the program and it wi ll focus on 
issues such as product differential and grower sustainability, 
however mechanisation will again be a main component. There 
is a great need for growers to consider the new vari eties that are 
being released into the industry such as Sunmuscat which in 2001 
was worth about $500 per tonne more than sultanas. 

We need to get the message out there that while sultanas have 
always been the main source of dried fruit there are other varieties 
such as Sunmuscat and Carina currants. There are also other 
sultana types such as Merbein Seedless that growers should 
consider to minimise things like rain damage and biennial bearing 
1ssues. 

There is no doubt that with the competitiveness of overseas 
countries these days, we as an industry need to be more efficient 
and price competitive to stay in the game. With the introduction 
of new varieties which other countries don't have and continuing 
our commitment to mechanisation, we can achieve this goal if we 
all head in the same direction. This is what the new Drying for 
Profit Program will be aiming to assist growers with in 2002. 

2001 TRELLIS DRYING SHORT COURSE 

The Trellis Drying Short course that has been facilitated by Drying 
for Profit over recent years will again be conducted this year. In 
2000, 40 growers registered and participated in the course, which 
was conducted in the Mildura area, and another 15 growers 
attended the Riverland sessions, which was a great result. 

In 2001 only 1 course wi ll be conducted which will be in the 
Mildura area however growers from any area are invited to attend. 

Once again the cost of the course is $33.00 including GST. This 
is a once off payment and covers the whole 5 sessions of the 
course. 
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"Will you be 

Trellis Drying 
in 2002" 

Why not update your skills by attending a 
Trellis Drying Short course. 

5 sessions to be held over a 6 month period 
commencing in July 2001. 

TOPICS COVERED INCLUDE: 

PROPERTY PLANNING 
VINEYARD NUTRITION 

SHAW SWINGARM TRELLIS 
IRRIGATION MANAGEMENT 

EQUIPMENT REQUIREMENTS 
PEST & DISEASE MANAGEMENT 
SUMMER PRUNING OPERATIONS 

ADVANTAGES OF TRELLIS DRYING 
SPRING CORDON BUNCH REMOVAL 
SUITABLE VARIETIES/ROOTSTOCKS 

WETTING I HARVESTING OPERATIONS 
RE WORKING TEE TRELLIS TO SWING ARM 

RISK MANAGEMENT IN ADVERSE CONDITIONS 

NUMBERS ARE LIMITED SO BOOK EARLY 

For more details contact Dale Little, Program Manager on (03) 50235174 

DRIED GRAPE APPROVED 
SUPPLIER PROGRAM 

Growers are reminded that the 75% subsidies currently being 
offered by FannBis NSW and VIC are on ly until June 30'", 2001 
which is fast approaching. Growers do not need to have completed 
the training by this date but you must have registered for the 
training course. The Approved Supplier Program is mandatory 
for all Dried Grape Growers. 

It is expected that when FannBis release its new program in July 
that it will have a component in the program, which will allow 
for subsidies for the Approved Supplier training but it is still unsure 
whether these subsidies will be 50% or 75%. 

So far approx. 270 growers have completed the training in Victoria, 
New South Wales and Western Australia. Training sessions are 
4hrs and can only be faci litated by approved training providers. 
Growers wishing to know more should contact the ADFA on (03) 
5023 5174. 
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DRYING FOR PROFIT 

By Dale Little - Program Manager 

DFP ACTIVITIES 

Over the past few months Drying for Profit has been very active 
and has conducted various fi eld days and grower group sessions. 

During the harvest period, wetting, summer pruning and 
harvesting field days were held in the Mid Murray, Sunraysia 
and Riverland areas with some good attendances. One of the 
most successful was the Shaw Swingam1 Cutting Tour which 
visited the properties of Ivan Shaw, John Hawtin and Richard 
Wells looking at the different machinery used to summer prune 
swingarm trellis. 36 growers attended the field trip and while at 
Ivan's a busload of university students arrived which made the 

,.. 

group about 70 people. 
Ivan Shaw addresses a group of growers 

The Sumnuscat Field walk was also conducted again this season 
and while only 25 growers attended the interest in the variety 
continues to grow. I guess when you consider it was worth nearly 
$500 a tonne more than sultanas this season it is a variety worthy 
of consideration. 

Both Coomealla and Red Cliffs Grower Groups have held sessions 
on Post Harvest Vine Care which were presented by Greg Moulds 
from NSW Agriculture. The sessions discussed the importance 
of post harvest irrigation, nutrition and cover crops. 

Greg Moulds at Red Cliffs 
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The Pomona group has also had a session recently on Irrigation 
Best Practice and funding opportunities. Jeremy Giddings also 
from NSW Agriculture conducted th is session. 

A meeting was scheduled for the Merbein group on May 71
h on 

managing pest and disease during winter and was to be conducted 
by Dr. Bob Emmett however due to last minute problems the 
session was rescheduled to June. 

TRAINING COURSES 

A number of train ing courses are currently being offered to 
growers through Drying for Profit, Sunraysia Institute ofTAFE, 
NSW AG and AG Victoria. 

Drying for Profit is conducting the Trell is Drying Short Course 
commencing in July and is also in conjunction with TAFE offering 
Introduction to QuickBooks and Advanced QuickBooks courses 
for growers who are now looking at reducing their reliance on 
accountants. 

The Sunraysialnstitute ofTAFE is also offering Fann Chemical 
Users courses, which are a requirement for growers under the 
Approved Supplier Program. TAFE along with AG Victoria and 
AG NSW all conduct Irrigation Management courses, which 
should be an essential management tool for all grape growers. 

For more information contact Drying for Profit or one of the 
Training providers mentioned. 

KICKSTART $$$$ 

Drying for Profit is currently working together with Kickstart to 
ensure that all growers are aware of the funding that is available 
for business plans . A Kickstart business plan is your plan 
developed by you in conjunction with your Business Plan Provider 
and will: 

< 
< 
< 

provide a basis for future decision making 
identify strategies for improving your business 
help satisfy the requirements of financi ers. 

Drying for Profit together with Kicks tart are conducting Grower 
Infonnation Sessions. 

The information day will include: 
( how a professionally prepared Business Plan for your farm 

business can improve your success to refinance, restructure 
debt levels and provide cash flow management 

( information about getting a Kicks tart Business Plan subsidy 
( information about other programs and services available for 

irrigators. 

'Don't put it off,' as applications for the Kickstart Business 
P lan subsidy must be received before 30 June 2001. 

To register contac t Graeme Thornton Farm$mart/FarmBis 
Coordinator NRE Phone: 5022 1588 or Dale Little on 50235 174 
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EFFECT OF MOISTURE ADJUSTMENT ON WEIGHT OF DRIED FRUIT 

4111111~ 
Prepared for the Dried Fruits R&D Council by: .1 
P.R. Clingeleffer and C.R. Tarr 
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INDUSTRY 

Ground dry ing, rack and bin dehydration is used to adjust moisture levels in dried grapes 
to an acceptable delivery level for processing of 13% or less. Over drying contributes to 
losses in del ivered weight and reduced returns for growers. Over drying w ill also increase 
the likeli hood of the fruit being damaged during processing. 

On the other hand if processors accept high moisture frui t from growers without penalty 
then the processor will bear the cost and weight loss that will occur during dehydration. 

This article assesses the effect of moisture content on dried grape weights. 

The moisture content of dried grapes is determined from the measurement of the electrical 
conductivity of a minced sample using a ' dried fruit moistu re tester ' (Radler and 
Grncarevic 1964). The equipment was orig inally calibrated using vacuum oven dry ing 
techniques (Radler and Grncarevic 1964, Bolin et a/. 1972). Determined values of 
moisture content are expressed as a percentage value calculated on a wet weight basis 
(Pix ton 1982). Hence it is possib le to calculate changes in weight using the fo llowing 
fornlll la from Pixton 1982. 

w 2 = (1 00 - M ) I ( I 00 - M 2) X w I 
w, = initial weight, w2 = final weight 
M

1 
= initi al moisture content (%), M

2 
= final moisture content (%) 

It is a lso possible to calculate the proportional change in weight, expressed as a percentage, 
if an adjustment to 13 % moisture content is made. 

These values are provided in the fo llowing table for rapid calcu lation of the effects of 
mo isture adjustment to 13% on weight change. They show for example that a grower 
would lose almost 3.5% weight if a sample was dried to I 0% moisture rather than 13% 
moisture. Similarly, dehydration by a processor from 16% moisture to 13 % moistu re 
would give a weight loss of a lmost 3.5%. 
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COUNCIL 

Percentage change in dried fruit weight when 
moisture content is adjusted Ji"om a selected 
value to 13% moisture content. 

Initial moisture 
% change in weight 

content % 
9.0 - 4.60 

9.5 - 4.03 

10.0 -3.45 

10.5 - 2.88 

11.0 -2.30 

11.5 - 1.73 

12.0 - 1.15 

12.5 - 0.58 

13.0 0 
13.5 0.57 

14.0 1.15 

14.5 1.72 

15.0 2.30 

15.5 2.87 

16.0 3.45 

16.5 4.02 

17.0 4.60 

17.5 5. 17 

18.0 5.75 

18.5 6.32 

19.0 6.89 

19.5 7.47 

20.0 8.04 

21.0 9.19 

22.0 10.34 

23.0 11 .49 

24.0 12.64 

25.0 13.79 

26.0 14.94 

27.0 16.09 

Leon Fennell is RFC's Rural Lending Specialist 
based in Mildura. Leon has been working in the 
Sunraysia area since April 1998. He can assist 
you with finance for land purchase, working 
capital, plant and equipment, and farm 
development projects. 
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Discover the benefits of dealing w ith a local and 
specialist rural lender. 

Contact: Leon Fennell at 148-150 Pine Avenue, Mildura on (03) 5023 3025, mildura@ru ralfinance.com.au 
or, Matt Gill, Gerald Lanigan or Greg Kuchel in Swan Hill on (03) 5032 9900, swanhill@ruralfinance.com.au www.ruralfinance.com.au 
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TAX HELP 

SIMPLIFIED TAX SYSTEM 
THOMSONS ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISERS 

From 1 July 2001, a Simplified Tax System (STS) will be available to small business provided that they meet 
certain criteria. A small business, whether it be a company, trust, partnership or sole proprietor, may elect to enter 
the STS. 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

The entity must be carrying on a business in that year of income 
The entity (and any related business) must have an average turnover of less than $1 million and 
The written down values of depreciating assets (other than land and buildings) in the entity and any related 
businesses must be less than $3 million at the end of the year of income. 

KEY FEATURES OF THE STS 

Cash Accounting for Income and Deductions 
Income will be included in the assessable income of the business when it is received. 
Income tax deductions will only be allowed when the expense has been paid. (Under STS no deduction will be 
allowed for expenses that are merely incurred.) 
There are transitional rules to avoid double counting of income and expenses on entering or exiting the STS. 

Simplified Depreciation Rules 
Immediate write-off for assets costing less than $1 000 

Such assets will be able to be fully deductible in the year they are acquired. The deduction is limited to the extent 
the asset is used for income producing purposes. 

Pooling of Assets 

For depreciable assets other than low cost assets and buildings, STS taxpayers will be required to allocate depreciable 
assets into two kinds of pools -

A general STS pool (for assets with an effective life ofless than 25 years) and 
A long life STS pool (for assets with an effective life of25 years or more). 

The STS taxpayer will be entitled to a deduction based on the opening balance of each pool. For assets acquired 
during the income year a reduced rate wi II be allowed. 

GENERAL POOL LONG LIFE POOL 
Opening Balance 30% 5 % 
Additions During Year 15% 2.5 % 

All depreciable assets that are held by the taxpayer at the time of commencing to be an STS taxpayer are al located 
to the appropriate pool. 

Simplified Trading Stock Rules 
Special rules for valuing trading stock where the difference between the opening and closing value is $5,000 or 
less. 

Growers should consider the potential benefits of entering the STS and consult their adviser before electing 
to proceed. Once an election is made to proceed, the taxpayer is obliged to comply with all aspects of the STS 
until such time as they elect to exit the system. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY WEEK 17- 22 JUNE 2001 
"together we can make work safe" 

Health and Safety Week is an annual event in Victoria to highlight the importance of workplace health and safety. 
It is also a week in which we celebrate achievements in occupational health and safety and share ideas to make all 
Victorian workplaces safer and healthier. 

The theme of this year 's Health and Safety Week - together we can make work safe - invites the entire community 
to become involved. Businesses, unions, industry associations, employer groups, schools and other interested 
groups are encouraged to stage events that promote health and safety in the workplace. The Victorian WorkCover 
Authority is responsible for coordinating the week's events. 

Involvement from business is the key 

WorkCover is especially keen for business to become involved. As an employer, your involvement could focus on 
an event for your employees, or you could organise an 
event for both employees and interested members of 
the public. Perhaps think about getting together with 
other businesses in your area. 

The focus of Health and Safety Week in 2001 , 
This year, WorkCover is encouraging the community 
to focus on reducing sprain and strain injuries. These 
types of injuries cunently represent 62% of all claim 
payments or $573 million. Back injuries account for 
46% of all sprain and strain payments at a cost of$265 
million. 

This doesn't mean that you can't focus on other relevant 
health and safety issues. Nor do activities need to be 
complicated or time consuming to organise. Something 
as simple as a morning talk on a health and safety issue 
can be extremely useful to promote better health and 
safety at work. 

If you need any ideas, why not ask your employees. 
You might even consider offering prizes for good ideas 
or contributions 

Interested in being involved! 

If you are interested in conducting an event, let 
WorkCover know and we will send you an information 
kit to help you p lan and organise your event. It will 
provide you with details of the assistance WorkCover 
can offer, such as arranging a guest speaker, to make 
your event a success. 

For further information, contact WorkCover 
either Liz Sannen on 9641 1519, 
or Carolyn Kennedy on 9641 1313. 
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~GRAPEVINE 
~~. GRAFTLINGS & 

~,JTITI ROOTLINGS 
Sunraysia Nurseries at Gol Gol, NSW, in the heart of the Murray
Darling Basin, have been supplying Australian Viticulturists with 
Grapevines for 49 years. 
Sunraysia Nurseries assisted in the estab lish ing of Vine 
Improvement Associations and continue to represent, promote 
and patronise these essential organisations. Naturally, we purchase 
all grapevine cuttings, (where possible), through these Vine 
Improvement Associations, from "Approved Mother Vine Blocks", 
to ensu re the clonal material is genetically true to type, productive 
and as disease free as possible. 

Sunraysia Nurseries achieved Australian Vine Improvement 
accreditation on the 9th October 2000. 

Sunraysia Nurseries have led the way in Hot Water Treatment of 
grapevines. 

We Hot Water Treat cuttings pre-propagation, for 30 minutes @ 

50°C, (+or - 1°C}. 

Our field grown vines are lifted, graded, pre-trimmed ready for 
transplanting, Hot Water Treated for 5 minutes @ 54°C, (+ or-
1 °C} and packed for despatch into moisture encased, Trichoderma 
inoculated, plastic lined cartons. 

Hot Water Treatment kills micro-organisms. Inoculating the moist 
packing media with Trichoderma, (A beneficial fungi), "will fight 
against organisms including; Botrytis, Pythium & rhizoctonia, and 
other wood decay fungi" , whilst in storage. 

Sunraysia Nurseries are taking orders now for 2001 and 2002 
requirements. We also stock a full range of container grown 

OLIVES, CITRUS, AVOCADOS, PISTACHIOS, QUONDONGS 
AND PERSIMMON TREES. 

PO Box 45, Sturt Highway, 
GOL GOL, NSW, 2738. 
Ph: 03 5024 8502 Fax:03 5024 8551 
Email : sales@sunraysianurseries.com.au 
Website: www.sunraysianurseries.com.au 

~) 
ACC R EDITErl' 
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An information forum will be held at the Mildura 
Function Centre on Wednesday, July 18, 2001. The 
forum will precede the Federal Council meeting set 
down for Thursday, July 19, 2001. 

The forum is open to all growers and will commence 
at l.OOpm. Afternoon tea will be provided. 

The program for the forum is yet to be finalised in 
detail but will include presentations from processors, 
marketers, the former Australian Dried Fruits Board, 
the Dried Fruits Research and Development Council, 
the Drying for Profit Program and a report on the 
ADFA Vineyard. 

Sunraysia Rural Counselling Service will also infonn 
growers of the counselling and financial services 
available and the Bank of Melbourne will talk about 
debt management. The ADFA Web Site, which is 
currently being developed, will be launched and 
demonstrated at the forum. 

~1JP~ P!E1J!E'R,qu 
COUIJfCtJL 2001 

There will be ample time during the forum for growers 
to ask questions of the Board Members and presenters. 
Growers are invited to attend all or any ofthe sessions. 

Federal Council will meet on Thursday July 19,2001 
at the Mildura Function Centre. This will be a closed 
business session attended by representatives from each 
dried fruit producing area, plus dried fruit processors 
and marketers. 

The formal meeting of Council will receive the Board 
ofManagement Report and annual accounts for 2000/ 
2001, and address issues including recommendations 
from the Board of Management to restructure grower 
representation on the existing Board of Management 
and reduce the number of Board meetings. Federal 
Council will also review the AD FA Business Plan and 
its goa ls for the forthcoming year. 

AVFA FEDERAL COUNCIL 
INFORMAriON FORUM 

WEVNESVA~JULY 18~ 2001 Ar 
MILVURA FUNCriON CENrRE 
TWELFTH srREE~ MILVURA 

COMMENCINfi Ar 1.00PM 
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For business or leisure, fly in Southern's comfortable BAe 146 or Dash 8 airc raft on regular flights to and from Mildura, 

Melbourne, Adelaide, Burnie, Canberra, Sydney, Launceston, Devenport, Hobart and Mt Hotham.You can also enjoy benefits 

such as Qantas Freque nt Flyer points' , access to Qantas Club Lounges', full inflight service, and convenient interstate 

and international connections. For more information, see your ..... 

lice nsed travel agent or call Qantas on 13 13 13. tii!t...QANTASLINK 

* Subject to membership terms and conditions. Southern Austral ia Airlines Pty Ltd. ABN 38 006 604 217. 



I VICTORIAN AND MURRAY VALLEY VINE IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION (VAMVVIA) I 
The Victorian and Murray Valley Vine Improvement 
Association (VAMVVIA) is the primary supplier of wine 
grape, dried grape, table grape and rootstocks to the 
Victorian viticultural industries. 

VAMVVlA experienced a reduction in cutting sales during 
the 2000 cutting season compared to the 1999 season. This 
reduction was largely a result of reduced demand for red 
wine varieties and to a lesser extent rootstock varieties. 

Rootstock 

Rootstock sales were 2,202,261 down from sales of 
3,843,899 in 1999, indicating a 43% drop in sales. The 
significant changes to rootstock sales from the previous 
year were Ramsey 5 14,965 compared to 949,423 in 1999; 
Schwarzmann 412,964 compared to 983,126 in 1999; 140 
Ruggeri 159,671 compared to 413 ,932 in 1999 and 99 
Richter 93800 compared to 292,470 in 1999. There were 
only a few rootstocks where sales were increased from the 
1999 season. These were 1103 Paulsen 465,273 compared 
with 388,100 in the 1999 season; 101-14Millardet 106,855 
compared to 81,247 in 1999 and a slighl increase with 420A 
Milladet 16,666 compared with 6,100 in 1999. Sales of all 
other rootstocks were similar to the 1999 cutting season. 

Vtnifera 

Vinifera sales totalled 610,481 in the 2000 season. This 
was 468,207 less than in the 1999 cutting season as once 
again the sa les for wine grape varieties decreased 
significantly as it did in 1999 from the 1998 season. 

Total wine grape sales were 253,158, a reduction of359,676 
from 612,834 in the 1999 season. Table grape sales were 
also less in 2000 with 36,203 cuttings sold compared to 
79,068 in 1999. Multipurpose sales were 326,297 compared 
with 386,786 in 1999. A reduction of 60,489. The most 
popular variety was still Sultana as well as increased sales 
of Muscat Gordo Blanco. VAMVVIA distributes the 
greatest proportion of dried fruit and multipurpose varieties 
some 80% of the national vine improvement total. 

Accreditation 

In the 2000 season the Victorian and Murray Valley Vine 
Improvement Association achieved its accreditation in 
accordance with the Australian Vine Improvement 
Association (AVIA) National Vine Accreditation Scheme. 
AVIAAccreditation allows for the traceability of material 
purchased from Vine Improvement Groups. Accreditation 
also helps to identify that all due processes applied to the 
cuttings are carried out to industry accepted standards and 
are within the AVIA accreditation guidelines. 

Disease and virus testing 

VAMVVIA is continually striving to provide the best 
available propagation material to its clients. This means 
material that is healthy and viable, true to type and as free 
from disease as possible. Each area from which VAMVVlA 
sources its material is inspected twice yearly. Virus samples 
are taken from source areas and ELISA (Enzyme Linked 
Immunosorbent Assay) determines virus status of these 
source areas. Two qualified source area inspectors carry 
out both inspections, with any vines not meeting 
accreditation standards tagged and removed from the cutting 
pool. 

VAMVVIA is involved in a number of research projects 
that include all aspects of vine improvement. Research is 
being conducted into Australian Grapevine Yellows, 
Phaeomoniella (Black Goo), storage of grapevines in 
coolstore, hot water treatment, hydration chlorination and 
virus elimination. This is another step towards providing 
improved material to customers and up to date information 
to the industry. 

VAMVVIA Website 

VAMVVIA is currently in the process of securing quotes 
for the setting up of a website in order to offer a range of 
information to the viticultural industry. The website will 
include infonnation about viruses and disease, accreditation, 
rootstock and v inifera varieties, up to date hot water 
treatment information, storage and propagation information 
and general vine information. 

Improved Source Block plantings 

During the last 12 months the staff at VAMVVIA in 
conjunction with staff from N.S.W Agriculture have been 
involved in the planting of new source blocks at the N.S. W. 
Agriculture site in Dareton. All varieties planted are of a 
high health standard and have undergone rigorous disease 
testing before planting. Varieties include Barbera, Nebbiolo, 
Primativo, Gamay, Dolcetto and Viognier. 

Enquires for planting material should be directed to the Secretary/Manager, phone (03) 50514578, or 0418997730. 
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DE-SUCKERING 
Lindsay Corby, Lecturer in Wine Production, LaTrobe University, Bundoora 

One of the more tedious vineyard maintenance jobs is de
suckering. We all know the ache that starts in your lower back 
and spreads down your thighs and into your calves as the day 
progresses. Another pain equally relentless is surging across your 
shoulders and down your arms as you bend to rub the trunk of yet 
another vine. As you straighten to look down the row at the 
hundreds and thousands of vines yet to be done, you can barely 
discern the throbbing in your fingers, especially where the glove 
has worn out. 

Does it have to be? Is there a better way? Maybe that factory job 
wasn't so bad. 

Where do they come from? Can we get rid of them tota lly? Can 
we manage them mechanically? 

Suckers are current seasons shoots growing from buds that have 
developed within the bark of more than two seasons old wood. 
There are bud primordia buried deep in old trunks and cordons 
associated wi th the sites where buds had been when the cordon or 
trunk was a current season cane. To break off a green shoot during 
the current season will leave a ring of tiny buds and bud primordia 
around the base of the shoot. These will remain through the 
seasons unti l an external stress or stimulus triggers their growth. 
These bud primordia can be underground, or at bud positions on 
the trunk. This stress or stimulus can be the annual pruning 

Underground buds are a feature of inadequate nursery preparation, 
where disbudding of the cutting prior to propagation treatments 
and/or planting bas not been executed properly. Lack of experience 
and knowledge of new nursery operators and workers, catering 
for the increased demand across Australia, can contribute to this 
problem. Careful disbudding with sharp secateurs will remove 
all the d ifferentiated bud tissue without overly weakening or 
cracking the cane. With Vitis vinifera cuttings used to produce 
rootlings disbudding is relatively easy compared to preparing 
rootstock canes for grafting. The rootstock cutting can be 
smoother, more difficult to cut, and more difficult to distinguish 
the d ifference between bud and non-bud tissue. It is extremely 
important to ensure proper disbudding of rootstocks because they 
are prodigious producers of suckers, and once underground in a 
vineyard, are impossible to remove and control, leading to 
expensive annual management, usually manual removal. Some 
vineyard managers have attempted to dig them out, but their costly 
efforts are generally in vain. 

Suckers above ground level or above the graft are a different story. 
The shoot that is taken to the fruiting wire will always have a ring 
of bud primordia around its base. To remove them all would 
result in ring barking the vine, therefore suckers at the base of the 
vine are inevitable and are a useful source of replacement canes if 
the vine is damaged. If a young vine is grown strong in the season 
it is taken to the fruiting wire (first or second year), and the 
internodal length is IOOmm or more, ensuring the remainder of 
the trunk remains sucker free for the rest of its life, can be achieved. 
During the winter following the growth to the wire, the buds up 
the tmnk are removed as effectively as those buds on cuttings 
prior to propagation. lt is important to ensure that enough buds 
are left below the fruiting wire to give the canes needed to establish 
the cordon arms, and allowing for replacement spurs. This is 
difficult if internodal length is greater than 20cm as the crown of 
the vine may end up some distance from the fruiting wire leaving 
vacant wire and reducing crop load efficiency. While disbudding 

May 2001 

the trunk is time consuming in the short term, the savings over 
100 years of not having to rub the trunk will be substantial. 

Once the trunk is cleaned up the suckers at the base of the trunk 
may be controlled by herbicide applied in mid to late October as 
part of managing the undervine bank( a good dose ofSprayseed is 
quite effective subject to strict safety practices and certificated 
operators), or a couple of sprays with Basta. Machines have been 
devised with rotating brushes that will break the suckers off but I 
have not seen them in mass production. 

Unfortunately the large number of new vineyard owners and lesser 
experienced workers will not be aware of these long term benefits 
and wi ll opt for the short tenn solution, not realising that the picture 
painted in the first paragraph does not have to be. The drawback 
of not de-suckering is the strong growth of bull canes, with large 
leafs, pushing their way up through the canopy causing increased 
canopy density and disease potential. These canes wi ll generally 
have low fruitfulness in their buds and shou ld not be used for 
next seasons fruiting wood, although they can be used to reform 
a damaged or diseased vine. 

The fo llowing table highlights the relative costs of dealing with 
suckers in the short and long term. The cost of dis budding the 
trunk is recouped after year 4. 

Year I Year 2 Year 3 Year 5 100 Year 
Total 

Disbud trunk (30 sees) $200 $50 0 0 $250 

Herbicide base Prut of 
herbicide 
progrrun 

Rub base (3 sees) $25 $25 $25 $25 $2,500 

Rub trunk (8 sees) $66.67 $66.67 $66.67 $66.67 $6,667 

Underground (3minlyr) $1500 $1500 $1500 $1500 $150,000 

Table One: Cost per hectare of sucker control based on $ 15 per 
hour, and 2000 vines per hectare 

Some varieties, clones, rootstock combinations, management 
techniques, and vineyard sites give more prolific suckering than 
others, but my experience, particularly with rootstocks, leads me 
to caution others, and be adamant that th is is one job that should 
be done once and done well. 
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VINE LEAF 
STORES 

, '~Store Near Your Door'' 

STAFF AT PREMISES ARE AGSAFE ACCREDITED 

FELCOtronic 

Cut out to be a leader! 
Professional electrical pruning shears fo r 
intensive pruning on a large scale 

Division of 

Reliable 
Modular 
Robust 
Comfortable 
Powerful 

IRYMPLE PACKING pqy: LTD 

Phone (03) 5024 5704 
Facsimile (03) 5024 6550 

RED 

Phone (03) 5025 2304 
Store (03) 5025 2427 Fax (03) 5025 3594 

Phone(03)5024 2102 
Facsimile CQ3) 5024 2004 


