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FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN 

Fellow Growers, 

Welcome to our Harvest edition of 
the Dried Fruits News. This is in 
complete opposite conditions to those 
experienced last season, that is very 
hot dry cond itions. 

Crop levels are in most cases better than originally forecast and being 
one week into harvest on my property, I would estimate a 50% increase 
on my earlier expectations of crop levels. 

More importantly the fruit is in excellent cond ition and the size of the 
fruit is larger than normal. 

I guess this makes it very important that we as growers strive to 
ach ieve the very best quality product that we can out of the good start that 
nature has handed us. 

Quality is still our edge over our competi tors and whilst they are 
closing the gap, we still remain ahead because our raw product is plumper 
and more consistent. So I urge you to put the effort into producing a 
product that our customers will be proud to use and happy to pay the extra 
for. 

Prices to growers, whilst similar to last season, are still very buoyant 
and are encouraging new growers to enter our industry, and with pressure 
on growers from the wine industry, we will see diversions back from that 
industry. 

As interest is growing in the improved technology avai lable to trellis 
dry ing, the ADF A through the Drying for Profit Program, is holding 
trai ni ng courses, information days and organi sing the loan and hire of 
wetting mach ines and harvesters. If you are cons idering trellis drying 
contact Dale Little at the ADFA Office for detai ls on what activ ities are 
being planned. 

Unfortunately the tree fruits crop was far less than the desired amount 
needed by our marketers to fulfil the needs of the quality conscious 
customers, who prefer our product over cheaper imported Turkish fruit 

Reports from the market would indicate that a 50% increase in dried 
apricot production could be susta ined into the future. 

With the formation of the new Tree Fruits Committee in South 
Austra lia this industry should bounce back, and there is a lready talk of 
contracted tree fruit orchards similar to those in the v ine fruits industry . 

Taking all of the above into consideration the next decade looks 
promising for all sectors of the dried fruits industry. 

Rest re!l"ards. 

cUl-
Graham Robertson 
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AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD REPORT 

JOHN LESTER 

CHAIRMAN 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

AHC EXPORT CONTROLS REVIEW 

The Industry-Government Working Party has reviewed the 
export control powers of the Australian Horticultural 
Corporation (AHC) under which the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board operates. 

This Review was undertaken as part of the process of 
developing a new structure to amalgamate the AHC and the 
Horticultural Research and Development Corporation as a 
company limited by guarantee under Corporations Law. 

It is expected that the industry position of seeking the 
retention of a number of existing powers with some to be held 
in reserve will be approved by the Government. 

The ADFB submission sought a number of Powers be 
retained to enable the industry to function efficiently and 
equitably. These include the functions of promotion, licensing 
of exporters, setting minimum product specifications and 
description language, gathering statistics and conducting the 
industry 's chemical residue management scheme. 

The ADFB also sought some marketing control powers be 
retained as reserve powers that can be activated should the 
circumstances of the industry warrant industry stakeholders 
invoking them. These functions included the approving of 
export agents, allocations, terms and conditions of sale and 
setting minimum export prices. 

The next issue to be discussed in the transition process is 
the proposed structure and level of autonomy retained by the 
industries to manage their affairs within the new organization. 

The recommended process of holding and administering 
the market control powers in future removes the autonomy of 
the industry to act and reduces the role of industry to an 
adv1sory one. The structure of the new organization to 
facilitate industry participation in areas such as promotion, 
market access, food safety, product quality, statistics etc., will 
be one that ours and other horticultural industries will need to 
quickly address. 

SEASON 1999 MARKETING 

The estimated export sales for Season 1999 fruit are: 
• 2754 tonnes for sultanas, 
• 48 tonnes for currants, and 
• 267 tonnes for raisins. 
The export shipments to date are: 
• 1970 tonnes for sultanas ( 71 % of estimated sales), 
• 45 tonnes for currants ( 94%), and 
• 174 tonnes for raisins ( 65%). 

The distribution of fruit sales between domestic and 
exports markets is shown in the following graph. 

EXP0CIFJ> SAl FS 001999 SFASOO SULTANAS 

Al.S:ralia- 17,446 toones 
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Gmmly-1,035toones 

Canada - (ffl toones 

UK- 278 tonnes 
~ Zealand- 589 toones 

Qher Eurqx: - 138 toones 

The ADFB has funded promotional activities in the 
following markets. 

Country Promotion Type Funds 
allocated · 

New Zealand Co-op Advertising $18 800 

Germany Anuga Trade Fair $5 000 

Bako Diaries $14 200 

Canada Co-op Advertising $6 700 

U.K. Co-op Advertising $6 900 

U.K. Generic Campaign $2,600 
funded by all countries. 

TOTAL ALLOCATED $54,200 

INTERNATIONAL SULTANA CONFERENCE 

The Australian dried grape industry is to host this year's 
International Sultana I Raisin Conference. The Conference 
will be held in Mildura on October 30 & 31, 2000. 
Delegations from Australia, Chile, Greece, Iran, South Africa, 
Turkey and the USA are likely to attend. 

The ADFB and the ADFA are jointly planning the 
Conference and associated industry visits. The major topics 
for the Conference will be: 
• Reports from each producing country; 
• World production statistics; 
• Factors influencing world consumption; 
• Joint UK promotion; and 
• Food Safety and quality issues. 

Given the interest of overseas delegates in visiting other 
producing nations we are expecting large delegations from 
most countries with initial estimates being for 70 visitors. 

CHEMICAL RESIDUE TESTING 

The ADFB's quality centre is currently undertaking 
chemical residue tests on fruit from every grower as part of 
the industry's due diligence procedures. The tests are an 
important element in safeguarding the industry' s product 
integrity. Mrs. Debra Thompson (below) conducts the tests. 
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GROWERS' FORUM 

Sunraysia Growers' Forum 
Held at the Mildura Function Centre- January 18, 2000 

Attendance at this year's growers' forum was up from last 
year, and feedback from attendees indicated that it was 
informative and well worth attending. 

Over 120 growers and industry representatives attended in 
hot and sticky conditions. Not too dissimilar to last year's 
forum. 

Eddie Lloyd, President of Federal Council of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association, presided over the 
afternoons deliberations. 

The following is a summary of topics and issues raised, 
which should provide growers who did not attend an 
overview. 

Chairman of the ADFA - Graham Robertson 

Mr. Robertson welcomed growers to the meeting and 
briefly introduced the agenda for the afternoon. 

One of the major areas of involvement by the Board has 
been in the review of the operations of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Board (ADFB). This is almost complete with the 
powers required by industry for the future, being settled on. 

The next step is how the ADFB will operate under an 
amalgamated AHC/HRDC organisation. It has already been 
canvassed that the ADFB will not exist in its current form. 

It was also reported that the aim of unifying the industry 
has come to fruition - all dried vine fruit processors have 
agreed to become members of the ADF A. This will ensure 
close co-operation on whole of industry issues, with the result 
being a benefit to all growers. 

In covering the issue of quality assurance systems, Mr. 
Robertson advised that in conjunction with the Research 
Council, a simplified system is to be adopted by the Dried 
Fruits Industry. Reduced compliance costs and ease of 
implementation was the brief. This looks like being achieved 
without the excessive ongoing costs. 

From L toR: Deputy Chairman Peter Jones, Chairman Graham 
Robertson, and President Eddie Lloyd 

Chairman of the ADFB- John Lester 

Mr. Lester advised that the ADFB will be conducting the 
residue testing program on behalf of the whole industry. This 
will also encompass the testing of ochratoxin A., because of 
concerns overseas. 

At the residue testing laboratory there will be a spray diary 
database trial this year. This will allow the verification of a 
growers adherence to the use of chemicals only once, with all 
processors being advised of the results. This will reduce the 
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cost of compliance to 
growers and processors. 
Around 100 growers are 
taking part in this trial. 

Left:Jim Mullan from 
Angas Park Fruit Co. 
addresses growers. 

Mr. Lester advised 
growers of the 
importance of product 

' language to overseas 
markets. It is this 
description that the 
industry should 
endeavour to maintain. 

Other areas touched 
on included: statistics 
on the season completed 
including production 
and overseas export 
tonnages; promotion 
strategies; and the world 

production for the 1999/2000 season. It would appear that 
world supply will be just under world demand. 

Processors - Mildura Fruit Co-Operative Ltd, lrymple 
Packing Co. & Angas Park Fruit Co. 

The processor representatives who addressed the growers 
were Mark Hancock representing Mildura Co-Operative Fruit 
Co., Jim Mullan Angas Park Fruit Co. and David Stevenson 
Irymple Packing Co. 

A joint statement issued by the three major processors was 
read to the forum, covering the receival procedures to be 
adopted by processors for this season. These included: 

);> Fruit will only be classed in the blue room under 
approved lighting 

);> Industry based penalties will be applied for burrs, 
stones and snails 

);> Deductions will be made for excessive moisture and 
dehydration charges will apply 

);> Industry grade setting arrangements will apply 

);> Where growers report grading inconsistencies, 
processors will communicate with each other to 
ensure a unified grading of fruit is maintained 

);> Processors will be communicating with each other to 
ensure that growers who have wet fruit or 
contaminated fruit will not be able to gain any 
advantage by delivering to another processor. 

The meeting was also advised that a set of standard 
operating procedures has yet to be fmalised at this stage, 
however the principles as stated above will be incorporated. 

All processor representatives went on record declaring that 
their organisation will adhere to the above receival principals. 

Mr. Hancock's address also included support for the 
adoption of a simplified and cost effective quality assurance 
program, and stated that since Mildura Co-Operative had 
issued minimum grower returns early, as more market 
information comes to hand, the schedule could be amended. In 
any event, he indicated that their returns will be competitive 
with the other processors. 
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GROWERS' FORUM 

120 growers and industry representatives attended the forum 

Mr. Stevenson addressed the growers confirming Irymple 
Packing Company's commitment to the receival procedures as 
stated and that whilst grower returns have not yet been 
released, will be competitive with other processors as they 
have always been. 

This forum was the fust opportunity for the Angas Park 
Fruit Co. to address growers at an ADFA organised forum. 
As was indicated by the opening speech by the Chairman of 
the ADF A, Angas Park Fruit Co. and Sun Dried Fruit Co. are 
to become associate members of the ADF A - this is still to be 
rati fied at the 2000 Federal Council. 

ln Mr. Mullan' s address, an overview of the operations of 
the Angas Park Fruit Co. was given. It was disclosed that they 
have receival stores thoughout Sunraysia and the dried fruit 

growing regions of South Australia, where they receive 
substantial tonnages of tree fruits, including Prunes. 

Angas Park also has its own orchards where apricots are 
grown and dried, to supplement their intake of dried apricots 
from growers. 

Unfortunately, Angas Park was not in a position to 
disclose their grower payment schedule, prefering to leave it 
to the grower meetings scheduled in two weeks time. 

GST 

One of the major addresses at this forum was that of GST, and 
its impact on growers. 

John Keogh, partner from TASS and Mark Hayes, from 
Thomsons, provided a presentation on the GST. 

How it will be implemented, changes that growers will 
need to take into account upon its introduction, and a range of 
other effects were highlighted. 

As the various issues presented covered a large variety of 
material, this topic has been presented in much more detail on 
pages 12 & 13 of this publication. 

It was obvious that most growers are still confused on this 
issue given the number of questions that were raised from the 
floor. 

For growers who were unable to attend the forum, a 
handout detailing the presentation by the accounting fums is 
available upon request. Contact the ADFA on (03) 5023 5174 
to obtain a free copy. 

SUNRAYSIA WEATHER SERVICES 

Bureau of Meteorology Office- Mil dura Airport 

Enhanced weather services from the Bureau of 
Meteorology are once again available to fruit growers during 
the fruit drying season. In collaboration with the ADF A, the 
Bureau started its special fruit drying service that aims to 
provide specific drying forecasts and more frequent actual 
weather and radar updates available by telephone and 
facsimile. 

The Mildura weather line - 1900 957 493 - will provide 
hourly weather updates on Mildura weather between 6am and 
9pm, plus a special drying forecast for the next 24 hours 

issued in the late afternoon. The service also contains the 
popular radar report that describes any rainfall returns 
showing on the Mildura weather radar. The hourly updates 
will continue throughout the drying season. 

Mildura Weather Office Officer-in-Charge, Roelof 
Hoebee, said that growers can also access a radar report with 
ten minute updates by poll facsimile on 1902 935 725. Callers 
can follow the instructions given on the number or check their 
fax machine's manual for instructions on poll faxing. 

Another interesting Weather by Fax product is the 
Farmweather - North West, available by dialling 1902 935 
362. This indicates the likelihood of rainfall and frost for 
various locations and provides an overview of recent rainfall 
and expected weather conditions for the following few days. 

The Bureau's Mildura staff can also be heard with the 
latest information and forecasts in daily radio broadcasts at 
approximately 6.35am on weekdays on ABC local radio 
(104.3FM); and on 3MA (99.5FM) - a little later on 
weekends. If you want to check on the figures for the 
preceding day, a summary of the maximum and minimum 
temperatures, rainfall, sunshine and radiation figures appears 
on the front page of the Sunraysia Daily. 

People with access to the Internet and World Wide Web 
will find a large amount of weather information available at 
the Bureau's web site: bttp://www.bom.gov.au 

The Bureau would welcome any feedback on these 
services, and growers are welcome to do this either through 
the A.D.F.A., or by contacting the Bureau's Mildura office. 



MILDURA DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL FIELD DAYS 

MILDURA DISTRICT 
HORTICULTURAL FIELD DAYS 

The Field Days are fast approaching and promise to be 
bigger and better than ever. Exhibitors have noticed that we 
still have empty space at the site in Benetook Avenue and are 
taking bigger sites. This will allow them to display more 
equipment to tempt those attending and to spread it out a bit 
more so that it is easier to see, becoming even more tempting. 

More exhibitors from outside the Sunraysia district are 
hearing the news too and are applying for sites. These new 
exhibitors are so far covering an enormous range of goods and 
services including: utes, 4WDs, education, trucks, fertilizers, 
agricultural machinery, and many agricultural services. By the 
time applications close in April there will no doubt be many 
more. 

If you know of any of your suppliers who do not exhibit, 
ask them why, because they really can not afford to be 
missing it. If anybody is in the business of supplying goods 
and/or services to the Horticultural Industry they cannot afford 
to be absent from the Field Days. 

Of course, as a grower you won' t be missing it will you? 
Even if you don 't want to spend your money it is a great 
social day for all growers and you might be surprised who you 
meet and where they come from. Last year we had attendees 
from all over Victoria and even as far north as Queensland. 

There are sure to be some great products, great deals, great 
ideas there to tempt you. 

We look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 30th or 
Wednesday 31st May at the TAFE Campus, Benetook 
Avenue . 

• RURAL FINANCE 

At Rural Finance we specialise in rural lending and understand 
rural business needs. 

We have finance available for land purchase, working capital, 
plant and equipment and farm development projects. With 
competitive rates on our loans and a strong presence in the 
Murray Valley horticultural region, we'd like to hear how we can 
help your business. 

Call today to enquire about interest subsidies available on 
Productivity Enhancement and Young Farmer Loans. 

Tuesday 30th May, 
Wednesday 31st May 2000 

Sunrsaysia Institute of T.A.F.E. Campus 
Benetook Avenue, Mildura 

DRIED FRUIT QUALITY AWARDS 
The Mildura District Dried Fruits Association (the Mildura 

branch of the A.D.F.A.) is sponsoring a number of awards 
again this year for Fruit Quality. 

As they did last year, awards will be made for Sultanas, 
Raisins, Currants and Sunmuscat, with separate awards for 
rack dried or dipped fruit and trellis dried fruit. There is also 
an award for the fruit judged to be the best overall. The 
awards are made at the Field Days. 

By the time you read this the packing sheds will be 
keeping an eye open for any fruit they deem suitable for 
entering and putting samples aside. These samples will be 
later judged by experienced fruit classers. The judging is all 
done in a manner so that the judges will not know who 
produced the fruit or even where it came from. 

The awards consist of plaques that look great hanging on 
the wall of the office or even the lounge room. 

Cheating is not allowed - the sample must come from a 
commercial load- I bin of carefully selected fruit is NOT ON. 

As this is written in mid February, the weather for the 
harvest and drying can only be guessed at, but at the moment 
it is raining after what would have been a week of ideal 
weather. That perfect hot weather would have made producing 
good fruit easy and given the judges a real headache. 
However, even last year some growers managed to produce 
some good fruit - not enough we all know - but it did show 
that even in the worst of years, by combining skill with 
probably a bit of luck, good fruit could be produced. 

So go on, give it a go. 

Contact : Leon Fennell, Mildura on 5023 3025 
or Barry Stevens, Ger ald Lanigan or Greg Kuchel, Swan Hill on 5032 9900 
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INTER ROW MANAGEMENT OPTIONS 

INTER ROW MANAGEMENT 
OPTIONS 

Graeme Sanderson and Michael Treeby 
NSW Agriculture and 

CSIRO Plant Industry- Horticulture Unit 

Introduction 
The Dried Fruits Research and Development Council (DFRDC) recently funded a project at Dareton Agricultural Research and 

Advisory Station titled 'Improving vineyard soil and water management using minimum tillage and drip irrigation'. The trial ran 
from 1994 to 1999, and aimed to: 

• assess the influence of cover crop management systems on soil structure and 
• determine the nitrogen status and yield of Sultana grapevines under different irrigation and cover crop management 

systems. 
The 1.1 4 ha trial site consisted of 12 year old H5 Sultana vines on a wide T trellis. Data were collected from 432 vines comprising 

216 on their own roots and 216 on Ramsey rootstock. Vines were irrigated with microjets or drippers. The vineyard floor treatments 
were (a) cultivation of a Paraggio medic cover crop into the soil in early spring or (b) mulch mowing. Cultivated plots were rotary 
hoed twice per year (once to sow the cover crop and once to incorporate the cover crop) and mown treatments were rotary hoed once 
in April each year to sow the Paraggio medic. Over the life of the trial (i.e. 4 cover crop seasons) the cultivation treatments were 
rotary hoed 8 times and the mown treatments 4 times. 

Soil 

A typical soil textural classification for the trial area is: 

Soil type Soil depth 

Sandy Loam (0 - 40cm) 

Light Sandy Clay Loam (40- 90cm) 

Sandy Clay Loam (90 - 120cm) 

Sandy Clay ( 120- 200cm) 

The rootzone readily available water (RAW) at 40kpa was 
70 75mm. Irrigations were scheduled from 
evapotranspiration figures backed up by tensiometers and 4 
EnviroScan moisture probes. 

No artificial nitrogen fertiliser (eg. urea, ammonium 
nitrate) has been applied to the trial area since 1992 and the 
dry matter yields reflected the low nutrient conditions of the 
inter-row soil (Table 1 ). Cultivated plots in both drip and 
microjet irrigated areas had the lowest dry matter because 
there was no surface mulch avai lable to provide a nutrient 
source when the inter-row area was cultivated to re-sow the 
medic. 

Cover crop 

The leguminous cover crop (Paraggio medic) used in this 
trial had two aims: 

• provide organic matter to the soil and 
• provide "fixed" (i.e. by the Rhizobia bacteria 

resident in the nodules on the roots) nitrogen to the 
vine roots. 

Table 1. Effect of irrigation system and floor management 
on total medic dry matter production (1995- 1998) 

rrrigation system Floor management Tonnes I hectare 
unp cumvauon J.o 

Mow 5.2 

MICro jet cumvanon 'i . I 
Mow 10.2 
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Cover crop breakdown was most rapid in the cultivated 
plots: nitrate · was detectable in soil water 3 weeks after 
cultivation, was at its peak between 5 and 11 weeks, and then 
returned to low levels at 14 weeks. 

Eight cultivations over 4 years (cultivation treatment) had 
a more negative effect on soil organic matter levels in the 0 -
6cm depth than 4 cultivations over 4 years (mow treatment) 
(Table 2). Whereas, the mixing and inversion action of the 
rotary hoe during cultivation of the cover crop resulted in a 
higher organic matter level at 6 - 12cm depth. 

Table 2. Effect of depth and floor management on soil 
organic matter 

depth Floor 1994 1999 

0.98 1.33 

In the 0 - 12cm part of the soil profile soil organic matter 
increased 33% to 1.48% in the mown treatment and 36% to 
1.45% in the cultivated treatment over the 5 year period. 

Another soil structural characteristic affected by 
cultivation was wet aggregate stability. Soil aggregates above 
0.25mm are classed as macro-aggregates and those less than 
0.25mm as micro-aggregates. The higher the percentage of 
macro-aggregates in a soil, the more structurally stable that 
soil is considered. 

Soil core removal with hydraulically driven concord 
sampler. 
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INTER ROW MANAGEMENT OPTIONS 

After 4 cover cropping seasons, mown cover crop plots had a significantly higher percentage (47%) of macro-aggregates than 
cultivated plots ( 41 %) in the 0- 6cm soil depth. 

Soil bulk density in the surface soil decreased over the study period from 1.6g/cm3 to 1.5g/cm3 and was similar for both mown and 
cultivated treatments. Bulk densities above 1.7g/cm3 in sandy soil types can impede root growth and slow water infiltration. 

Nitrogen 

The vines nitrogen requirements had to be met from the breakdown of the inter-row cover crop and from nitrogen stored in the soil 
profile. 

Sultana vines on Ramsey rootstock were more efficient at extracting nitrogen from the soil, but vine petiole levels declined since 
1995 in both Sultana on own roots and Sultana on Ramsey rootstock (Table 3).Table 3. Effect of irrigation system and floor 
management on petiole nitrogen at flowering (November 1998). 

Irrigation Floor Nitrate-N (ppm) TotaiN% 

system management Ownroots Ramsey Ownroots Ramsey 

Drip Cultivation 

Mow 

Microjet Cultivation 

Mow 

Nitrate-N (Robinson et a/.,)997) 

Deficient < 340ppm 

Marginal 340- 500ppm 

Adequate 500 - 1 ,200ppm 

High > 1200ppm 

As the nutritional status of the vines has declined no 
significant effect of vineyard floor treatment has been detected 
since 1995. In that year, cultivation of the cover crop gave 
higher vine nitrogen levels than mowing the cover crop. 

Sultana on own roots reached a critical vigour and yield 
status in 1999. Vines were visibly lacking in nitrogen with 
pale leaf colour, brittle canes, short internode length and 
sparse canopy. Sultana on Ramsey rootstock did not exhibit 
severe nutritional symptoms and were still maintaining 
adequate vine yields at the completion of the trial. Sultana on 
own roots receiving drip irrigation only yielded 12.5 kg/vine 
fresh weight in 1999 (the lowest in 5 years). Sultana on 
Ramsey rootstock with drip irrigation still yielded 43 kg/vine 
fresh weight (the second highest yield of 5 harvests). 

Conclusion 

Small but measurable changes in soil condition have 
occurred over the 5 years of this study. It is becoming 
increasingly important to reduce farming impacts on fragile 
soil systems. Warm climate viticulture and mallee soil types 
are particularly vulnerable to degradation because of 
inherently low organic matter levels and poor soil structure. 
Reduced cultivation and the use of cover cropping systems 
can have a long term benefit to viticultural soils. 

A vigorous medic cover crop is capable of supplying 69 
kg/ha of nitrogen from its shoot growth, of which 51kg/ha is 
estimated to have been fixed from atmospheric nitrogen. 
Medic roots also add an estimated 4-12 kg N!ha, giving a total 
of 73-8 1 kg N!ha which may be added to the soil when 
cultivated in spring. However, only a portion of this nitrogen 
is taken up by the vines. The depleted nitrogen status of some 
vines in this study suggested the cover crop was not able to 
meet the total nitrogen requirements of Sultana grapevines on 
own roots, but that vines on Ramsey rootstock were more able 
to utilise nitrogen fixed by the cover crop. 
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561 

530 

587 

561 

897 0.64 0.81 

834 0.64 0.80 

935 0.66 0.92 

783 0.64 0.92 

Total N for Sultana (Treeby & Nagarajah) 

Adequate-own roots 0.86- 0.90 

Adequate- Ramsey 0.90 - 1.40 

These observations suggest that cover crop selection 
should be closely linked to a desired outcome. Grafted and 
non-grafted vines react differently to nitrogen supplied by the 
cover crop and vineyard floor management does influence soil 
structural characteristics and, to a lesser extent, vine 
nutritional status. 

Soil core removal with hydraulically driven Concord 
sampler. 
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DRYING FOR PROFIT 

By Dale Little 

Harvest 2000 
Harvest is almost upon us once again and we are all 

hoping that it will be kinder to us than what was experienced 
in 1999. With the processors now . agreeing upon 
classification standards, which are to be followed by all 
processors this harvest, this will eliminate the disaster that 
occurred with fruit grading last year. 

Out in the field the fruit is looking good despite only being 
an average crop and should produce a good quality end 
product if handled correctly during harvest. 

Some golden rules to remember this season are as follows: 

For trellis dryers, ensure moisture is around 16% prior to 
harvest. Care should also be taken to ensure that your 
harvester is correctly setup to minimize the damage to the vine 
and to ensure that all fruit is harvested. 

Shaw Harvester in action during the 1999 harvest. 

Harvesting should only occur when the fruit is dry and 
bunch stems are brittle which may mean harvesting mid 
afternoon and into the evening. 

Finish drying is also a crucial step in the drying process 
and should be undertaken as soon as possible after harvesting 
to avoid darkening of the fruit. 

After harvest, ensuring your vine health is maintained will 
assist with vine vigour and yield for next season. It is 
important to monitor the vine irrigation and nitrogen needs 
following harvest to ensure that when the vines go into 
dormancy that they are in peak condition. 

Trellis Drying Short Courses 
The 1999/2000 Trellis Drying Short Courses have proven 

to once again be a valuable tool for both new and existing 
growers to update their knowledge of Trellis Drying. Due to 
the high demand, two courses are being run. One is being 
conducted in Mildura and the other in Tooleybuc in the Mid 
Murray area. Over 50 participants are enrolled in the courses 
with one out of the four sessions for each group still 
remaining. 

The popularity of the course is due to the caliber of 
speakers who assisted with and presented the course. These 
have included Peter Clingeleffer and Mike Treeby from the 
CSIRO; Ross Skinner from DFRDC; and Ivan Shaw, Peter 
Jones, John Hawtin and Jim Henshilwood; who are all well 
respected growers in the district. 

The experience of both Owen and Eddie Lloyd along with 
Brian Boulton also added to the content of the course. 

David Broughton and Fred Hancock from Agriculture 
Victoria also played a vital part in the course. The courses 
have been conducted over four days starting in December and 
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will conclude in March with the last session being on 
harvesting. 

Growers who missed the opportunity to take part in this 
season's course will get another opportunity later in the year 
when another course will be run in the Mildura. It is also 
planned to conduct a course in the Riverland if the interest is 
there. 

John Hawtin spoke to the group on trellis systems. 

Grower Groups 
Since the last edition of the Dried Fruits News not much 

activity has occurred with Grower Groups with the exception 
of the Red Cliffs Group who recently conducted a session on 
Irrigation Management, which was presented by Jeremy 
Giddings from the NSW Department of Ag. 

Jeremy's ability to communicate with growers on their 
own level ensures that his message reaches his audience. The 
session focused on the need for growers to be aware that 
irrigation uniformity is of the utmost importance to ensure that 
the vines receive the correct amount of water required. 
Jeremy also showed the group various types of irrigation 
scheduling equipment that is currently available on the 
market. 

Jeremy Giddings from NSW Dept A g. 

The Mid Murray Group has supported the Trellis Drying 
Short Course through which information has been made 
available to growers where there was a need to provide 
assistance in managing their properties. 

AOFA Dried Fruits News- 9 
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DRYING FOR PROFIT 

For groups that have not yet benefited from an Irrigation 
Session, may I suggest that you contact your Group Leader or 
myself, as they have proven to be very successful and are well 
recommended. 

The Western Australia Group has also been active where 
an Introduction to Trellis Drying Session was conducted in 
December by myself, Tony Martin and Fred Hancock. The 
session was well received by the growers and I believe that 
there are some tremendous opportunities for the Dried Fruits 
Industry in W A. I have covered this topic in a separate article 
on the next page. 

Sultana Lane in the Swan Valley WA . 

In the Riverland we have also conducted an Introduction to 
Trellis Drying Session with the support of the Riverland 
Group. The aim was to provide an option to growers who are 
not currently drying, but are looking at ways to diversify their 
operations. 

Like W A, there are some opportunities for the Dried Fruits 
Industry in SA, and during the course of this year Drying for 
Profit will be putting a lot of focus on lifting the profile of our 
industry across both the W A and SA borders. 

The feedback from growers and potential growers who 
attended the Riverland session was very positive which has 
resulted in us setting up a Wetting and Cutting Field day to be 
held in the near future. 

The idea of running a Trellis Drying Short course in the 
Riverland later in the year was also discussed and received 
outstanding support from those present at the meeting. Plans 
will begin to have a course up and running by September of 
this year. 

Field Days 
Drying for Profit will this year again participate in the 49th 

Annual Mildura District Horticultural Field Days which are to 
be held late in May. Once again we will be displaying the 
Shaw Harvester and possibly a wetting machine which has 
been designed and built by John Hunt of Red Cliffs. During 
the course of the Field Days several information sessions will 
be conducted for growers interested in learning more about 
Trellis Drying and the mechanisation of the industry. 

The Drying for Profit site will again this year be associated 
with the Riverlink agencies and the DFRDC, who continue to 
provide valuable support to the program. We are also keen to 
enlist the assistance of experienced growers at this site by 
talking with interested people to give them the benefit of 
growers' experience with trellis drying and the Dried Fruits 
Industry. 

Drying for Profit will also be participating in the Swan 
Hill and Waikerie Field Days, during the course of the year. 
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I am hoping that by exposing the Drying for Profit 
Program and the Dried Fruits Industry to more people, it will 
attract interest as a long-term investment in their future as 
growers. 

DO Vine 
A new variety is soon to be released through V AMVVIA 

for dried fruit growers. The variety known as DOVine is an 
early ripening raisin and is currently grown in the USA. 

DOVine will provide an early ripening grape that has 
proven to be ideal for Trellis Drying which is the basis of it 's 
name "Drying On Vine". It is said to ripen approximately 14 
days before sultanas and a week before Fiesta. 

Fruit clusters are said to be medium to large in size and 
length, and are oval to slightly rounded in shape. In the USA, 
the variety has been described as having a very sweet, pleasant 
and delicious flavor, with experts commenting that the quality 
of the fruit produced on the vine is similar to that of sultana. 
The vine itself is considered vigorous in growth and therefore 
vine spacing can be increased to enable the vine to utilise its 
vigour in the most productive way. 

At this point in time no trials have been undertaken on the 
variety here in Australia and it is being released based on the 
experiences of what has been seen in the USA. It is widely 
believed that it is suitable for the Swingarm Trellis system and 
that it's potential as a variety here in Australia will only be 
realised once plantings have taken place. 

Any grower wishing to know more about DOVine can 
contact myself and I will gladly assist you in any way 
possible. 

Notes for Your Diary 

• Field Walk- A Sunmuscat Field ~alk 

This will be conducted on Friday, March 3, 2000 
commencing at 4.00pm. Contact the ADFA Office for 
details on telephone (03) 5023 5174. 

• Riverland Trellis Drying Short Course 
As a result of interest in the Riverland it is proposed to 
conduct a further Trellis Drying Short Course in 
September 2000. Interested growers should contact Dale 
Little on telephone (03) 5023 5174. 

• Computerised Bookkeeping Course 
It is planned to run this course in April 2000. Registration 
for the course is still open. To record your interest please 
telephone the ADFA Office on telephone (03) 5023 5174. 

Drying for Profit 
Grower Focus

Groups 

All growers are welcome to join one of the 
Drying for Profit Grower Focus-Groups. 

lfyou are interested please telephone 
Dale Little on (03) 5023 5174. 
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WATOUR 
WATOUR-DECEMBER1~9 

By Dale Little 
In December of last year Drying for Profit in 
conjunction with the ADFA organised a tour of the 
W A Dried Grape Grower area. 

The purpose of the visit was to conduct a growers ' 
meeting to keep growers up to date with the latest 
advancements within the Dried Fruits Industry. The 
tour party included myself, Tony Martin who 
represented the ADF A Board, Fred Hancock from 
Agriculture Victoria and David Swain from the 
Mildura Co-Operative Fruit Company 

We arrived in WA and journeyed through the Swan 
Valley to reach our final destination, the Chittering 
Valley. Our tour guide in the Swan Valley was Robyn 
Zek, a likeable character who dabbles in both table 
grapes and dried fruit. Robyn 's dried fruit variety was 
currants, which is predominately what is grown by 
most dried fruit growers in the west. 

Both the Swan and Chittering Valley are similar to 
Sunraysia in that over the past 6 to 10 years most of the 
dried fruit plantings have been converted to either table 
grapes or wine grapes, however now due to 
mechanisation within the Dried Fruits Industry, it is 
once again creating some interest from growers. 

On the Friday morning we toured the Bindoon area 
looking at various properties before heading to the 
Bindoon Sporting Club to organise our Grower 
Information Session. 

22 growers plus industry representatives attended 
the information session. Growers came from as far 
away as the Swan Valley, which gave us a good 
indication of the future potential of this region. 
Presentations were made on: mechanisation; swingarm 
trellis systems; Weed Seed Free Assurance Program; 
and a presentation by David Swain on the Mildura Co
Operative Fruit Company and it's involvement in the 
WA Dried Fruit Industry. 

One of the main advantages growers have over the 
Eastern States, is that they do not pay for any water. 

The preferred irrigation method is drip irrigation for 
those who irrigate, whereas there are a number of 
growers who do not irrigate at all. 

Unfortunately access to up to date viticultural 
management practices is restricted in this area. 
Production could easily be increased if growers had 
access to current information on irrigation scheduling, 
soil management, pest and disease management and 
soil moisture monitoring. 

In conclusion, the outcome of the trip from my 
perspective is a greater understanding of the 
restrictions that growers face, not only in terms of 
technical data but also the restriction of being able to 
learn from the leaders in the industry due to their 
remote locations. 

Drying for Profit currently believes that a vital part 
of the development of the industry in W A would be to 
have a vineyard which demonstrates the advantages of 
the Swingarm Trellis system. It is also hoped that a 
tour to the Eastern States can be arranged for a group 
of growers later in the year so that advancements can 
be seen in the industry and hopefully adopted. 

Robyn Zek Carina Currants 

POST HARVEST IRRIGATION 
Did your vines get off to a slow start this year? 

How you manage your irrigation over the next few 
months will greatly affect next year 's growth and 
harvest. 

To ensure the ongoing health of your vines, post 
harvest irrigation is required. Although the fruit has 
been removed at harvest leaves remain and post harvest 
irrigation is important for stem and root development 
during autumn. More importantly, post harvest 
irrigation aids vine storage of carbohydrates 
(sugars/starches). 

Monitoring your crop 's water needs is the best way 
to ensure the vines' water requirements are met. 
Weather conditions in early February this year clearly 
showed a need to monitor soil water in hot weather. 
However with decreasing temperatures throughout 
autumn it may be hard to judge vine water use and 
requirements. 

Applying irrigations at the right time is critical for 
maximum plant performance. A wet to dry cycle is 
required throughout the growing season, even after 
harvest, to ensure both water and air is supplied to the 
roots. Maintaining a saturated rootzone will restrict 
plant growth and could result in root rot or poor 
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nutrient uptake. Under watering will result in poor 
plant growth and reduced storage of carbohydrates. 

Starches stored in the roots and stems over winter 
supply food at bud burst allowing rapid shoot 
elongation, diameter increase of the older vine parts 
and development of flowers until leaf development is 
sufficient to supply all energy requirements of the vine. 
A poorly maintained irrigation regime in autumn will 
result in poor spring growth in the following season. 

A wide range of scheduling equipment is available 
and installation now will allow time for you to become 
familiar with its management prior to next season. Free 
copies of the ' Irrigation Scheduling Using The 
Evapotranspiration Graph' booklet and the ' Right 
Amount Right Time' software program are available 
from DNRE at Irymple. Tensiometers are cheap and 
effective if well maintained. These and many other 
types of scheduling equipment, including automatic 
logging sensors, are available from local suppliers. 

At the end of the season ensure the complete 
rootzone is moist, but not saturated. This will help 
early root development in spring if we have a dry 
winter. For further information contact the Irrigation 
Extension Officer at Department of Natural Resources 
and Environment on (03) 5051 4500. 
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"WILL YOUR BOOKKEEPING COPE 
WITH THE GST?" 
BY ALAN WILLIAMSON, 

Thomsons Accountants and Advisers 

July I st 2000 is not far away and that means the GST is 
not far away either. 

While most seminars and the press have focussed on the 
highly visible aspects of the GST, probably the most 
important part has been overlooked - that is the need for 
accurate and timely bookkeeping. 

Do you realise that as grape growers you will need to 
lodge a business activity statement (BAS) with the Australian 
Taxation Office at least quarterly and in some cases monthly? 

To enable you to do this you will need to have your 
bookkeeping consistently up to date. 

This means that your previous habit of taking your cheque 
books, pay-in books, bank and shed statements to your 
accountant once a year to have your tax returns prepared is 
over! 

All businesses, whether they are large or small will need to 
ensure that they are able to comply with these stringent 
reporting requirements. 

There are 3 ways you can achieve these requirements:-

! . You may already have a proper bookkeeping system in 
place which is consistently maintained and will enable you to 
complete the BAS within the required 21 days after the end 
of the reporting period with help from your accountant. 

2. You may need to implement a manual or preferably 
computerised bookkeeping system to enable you to comply 
with the reporting reqllirements. 

3. You may employ someone else to do your bookwork and 
prepare and lodge your BAS. 

Whatever category you fall into, you need to take steps 
immediately to prepare for the advent of the GST. 

Firstly, you should ask your accountant to help you obtain 
your Australian Business Number (ABN). 

Secondly, you should attend one of the many GST 
seminars being held locally. 

Thirdly, you should have a discussion with your 
accountant about the effect of the GST on your business and 
the services they can provide to assist with your bookkeeping 
requirements. 

At Thomsons - Accountants & Advisers we can lodge your 
ABN application electrorucally. 

We can also, via our exciting new ThomBiz division, 
assist you with implementing a computerised bookkeeping 
system, or do your bookkeeping and BAS from start to firush 
for a reasonable and worry free cost. 

Please take action now - July I st 2000 is fast approaching! 

GST 

THE NEW TAX SYSTEM 
GST REGISTRATION 

AND THE AUSTRALIAN BUSINESS 
NUMBER (ABN) 

Major Elements of the New Tax System include: 

• A single number for each business entity-an (ABN) 
• A goods and services tax (GST) 
• A P A YG system whlch will replace PA YE, PPS, RPS, 

Provisional Tax and Company instalments 
• Business Activity Statement (BAS) 
• Changes to the Diesel Fuel Rebate Scheme 
• Reporting Fringe Benefits on employee's group 

certificates 

What does Registration mean? 

You supply to the Australian Taxation Office (A TO): 
• Correct Business Details 
• Correct Business Activity Details 
• Correct Taxation Details (Group TaxffFN's!FBT/Category) 

You obtain from the A TO 

• AnABN 
• GST Registration 
• Diesel Fuel Rebate Scheme or alternative 
• Business Activity Statement (BAS) forms 

Therefore it is a major step and in many ways a fresh start 
for the Tax Office. Over the years there have been many 
applications and the system has become clogged. 

GST Registration 

All entities carrying on an enterprise can register for GST. 
Entities carrying on an enterprise must register for GST if 
their annual turnover is at or above the registration threshold 
of $50,000. By registering for GST you will be entitled to 
claim input tax credits for GST included in the price paid for 
supplies for use in your business. If you are not registered 
you will not be able to claim input tax credits. 

ABN Registration 

This is a vitally important process. 

To be entitled to an ABN you must be a company 
registered under corporate law in Australia, government 
department or an entity carrying on an enterprise in Australia. 

An ABN will entitle you to do the following: 

• Interact with the A TO on all taxes 
• Participate in the GST system 

You cannot make a claim if the invoice you hold does no 
quote an ABN or if you purchased the supplies for privat< 
purposes or for making input taxed supplies 
• Account for or offset your tax obligations on a sing!• 

Business Activity Statement (BAS) 
• Not have withholding tax (at 48.5%) from payment 

made to you 

Therefore, if you do not have an ABN, other businesse 
may chose not to deal with you. 



How do the ABN and GST relate? 
An ABN identifies you for several dealings with the A TO 

and for future dealings with other government departments 
and agencies. 

Your ABN will also be your GST registration. 

You can register for an ABN even if yon do not register 
for GST. 

You cannot register for GST without an ABN. 

ABN will give you a single identifying number which you 
will eventually use for your business dealings with 
government at all levels. 

Therefore the ABN is the cornerstone to the NEW Tax 
System, which includes the GST, PAYG etc ... 

It is not compulsory to have an ABN. 

The issuing of an ABN does not necessarily mean that you 
are carrying on a business for income tax purposes. 

The New Tax System 
Will be based around/centred on all enterprise completing 

a Business Activity Statement (BAS). 

GST 

Under the new system, businesses and other enterprises 
will be able to report most of their tax obligations and 
entitlements on one form. 

The activity statement replaces a wide range of forms 
which business and other entities have had to fill in to report 
their tax obligations and entitlements to the ATO. 

Not being part of . the New Tax System-What it 
means! 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

If you do not have an ABN you: 

Cannot carry on a business for income tax purposes 

Cannot be registered for GST 

Cannot submit a Business Activity Statement 

Will have withholding tax (at the highest marginal rate, 
plus Medicare) deducted from income earned 

Have limited work related tax deductions 

Probably be re-classified as a quasi-employee for 
taxation purposes and also in practice. 

ADFA BOARD MEETS GROWERS IN MID-MURRAY 

As part of the ADFA Board's policy of providing 
opportunities for growers to meet with them on the growers 
own turf, the Board decided to conduct their January Board 
meeting at Tooleybuc Sporting Club, outside of Swan Hill. 

This allowed growers from the Mid-Murray region to meet 
with grower members of the Board, and processor and agent 
representatives from all major processing companies. 

Neil Hurley, representing Jrymple Packing Co., addresses the 
gathering of growers. 

Around 25 grower and industry representatives attended 
the grower forum conducted on Wednesday evening, January 
19, 2000. 

The Chairman, Graham Robertson opened the meeting, 
highlighting some of the current issues facing the Dried Fruits 
Industry and in particular, issues that the ADF A is involved 
Ill. 

Foremost was the issue of the review of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Board (ADFB), and the push by Government to 
amalgamate the research and marketing bodies of the 
Government, under which the ADFB has its structure. 
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Growers and Industry Representatives attending the Growers' 
Forum 

Addresses were also given by Neil Hurley, representing 
lrymple Packing Company, Chris Ellis representing Mildura 
Co-operative Fruit Co., and Jim Mullan from Angas Park 
Fruit Co. 

There were a number of issues raised from growers, the 
major being indications of returns to growers for the various 
drying varieties for upcoming harvest, and GST implication 
on their farming enterprise. 

Following the formal presentations, a light supper was 
provided and growers were urged to mix with the Board 
members and raise any issues on a one on one basis, or just 
take part in a social exchange. 

Whilst the number of growers attending was down to what 
was expected, the Board believes that it is very important to 
keep in touch with growers, and in turn to provide an 
opportunity where issues can be discussed on a less formal 
note. 

The forum in the Mid-Murray follows a successful 
growers' meeting in the Riverland last January. 
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LOOK INTO THE PAST 

Cont 'd from Dried Fruit News December 1999 ... 

. .. . Cur/waa, N.S. W. 

Almost all land is held under a thirty-year crown lease; the 
leaseholder owns the value of improvements; leases are 
almost a lways automatically renewed when the thirty years 
expire and land may be converted to freehold if the 
leaseholder desires. The plantings are mainly of citrus. 

Pickers take a short respi(e for afternoon tea. 

Pomona N.S. W. 

Pomona, ten miles up the Darling River from Wentworth, 
is a small settlement which was started as a company in 1919 
but its irrigated land is now largely owned by small growers 
and the irrigation works are controlled by an elected Trust 
with a government chairman. It is the smallest and most 
isolated of the seven settlements. Plantings are mainly of 
vines and citrus. Like Curlwaa the settlement is on river flats 
in contrast to the other settlements which are on high mallee 
lands. 

Dipping in order to quicken the drying process. 

Coomealla N.S. W. 

Coomealla, twelve miles north-west of Mildura, was 
started on Crown land by the N.S.W. Water Conservation and 
Irrigation Commission in 1923, but due to the depression in 
the dried fruits industry the area did not develop rapidly. The 
first block was taken up in 1925 and by June 1927 seventy
one horticultural blocks had been taken up. Advances up to 
£300 were made to pioneer settlers by the Rural Bank of New 
South Wales, ~nd the Water Co~ssion allowed suspension 
of payments ttll the land came mto production. Most of the 
holdmgs were purchased on terms extending over a period of 
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36Yi years. The latest development was in 1936 when twen 
blocks were added to make 'living areas ' for Curlwaa settle 
whose holdings were too small to yield an adequate livin 
Most of the plantings are of sultanas. Being the most recent 
established scheme, Coomealla has learnt much from tl 
mistakes of its neighbours, particularly with regards 
selection and best utilization of soil types. The sm< 
township ofDareton is its centre. 

"Private Diverters" 

This is the term used for those settlers who pump the 
own water from the river and do not belong to any communi 
irrigation scheme. Most of those on the Victorian side of t1 
river are near the Mildura and Merbein settlements and a: 
well established growers. In New South Wales most of the! 
growers are at Buronga, opposite Mildura, and at Go! Gc 
five miles upstream. 

Trucks delivering fruit to the packing house. 

There are also isolated groups of growers on both sides o 
the river between Mildura and Euston but most of these ar 
outside the area studied. In New South Wales the land i 
Crown land leased from the Western Lands Board which i 
mainly interested in large pastoral leases and not in irrigation 
The irrigation ventures were started, however, by individual 
in spite of lack of encouragement. At Buronga the land wa 
occupied by homeless families in the depression of the 1930' 
and it was only after some years that the occupancies wer• 
legalized and the land surveyed to provide home sites 
recreation reserves and a small township reserve. The are; 
allowed with each home site varied between one half acre an1 
twelve acres, mostly on a fourteen-yearly lease at low rental 
Some of the blocks have subsequently been enlarged o 
amalgamated. Many of these setters have taken on irrigatim 
and a few are now having remarkable success with vegetable 
growing on areas as small as two acres, but it has never beer 
the intention of the Western Lands Board to grant areas o 
'home maintenance' s ize to these settlers ...... to be continued 
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DEVILLED KEBABS 

I x 200g container low-fat cottage 
cheese, sieved 
4 tablespoons mayonnaise 
3 tablespoons cream 
I tablespoon prepared english mustard 
I /2 teaspoon curry powder 
I /2 teaspoon sweet chilli sauce 
I 2 rashers of bacon 
24 Australian pitted Prunes 
mushrooms, blanched broccoli and 
tomatoes 

Combine cottage cheese, mayonnaise, 
cream, English mustard, curry powder 
and chilli sauce. 

Refrigerate in serving bowl until ready 
to use. Trim and cut bacon rashers. 
Wrap a piece around each 
prune.Thread onto skewers with a 
selection of vegetables. 

Place kebabs onto a microwave proof 
plate and cook on 100% power for 4 
minutes. 

Serve immediately with mayonnaise. 

Grill kebabs under a moderate heat, 
turning frequently, until bacon is 
golden. 

HOT CROSS BUNS 
2 x 7g sachets dry yeast 
l/4 cup caster sugar 
I l /2 cups warm milk 
4 cups plain flour 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
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DRIED FRUITS DELIGHT 

1 teaspoon mixed spice 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
l egg, lightly beaten 
60g butter, melted 
l cup Sultanas 
l /4 cup mixed peel, chopped 
l /2 cup plain flour 
2 teaspoons caster sugar 
1/3 cup water, approximately 

Combine yeast, sugar and milk in 
small bowl, cover, stand in warm 
place until mixture is frothy. 

Sift flour, salt and spices into large 
bowl. 

Stir in yeast mixture, egg, butter, 
Sultanas and mixed peel. Mix to a 
soft, sticky dough. 

Cover, stand in warm place about 45 
minutes, or until dough is doubled in 
size. 

Tum dough onto lightly floured 
surface, knead until smooth. Divide 
dough into 16 pieces, shape into balls, 
place in greased 23cm square pan. 

Cover, stand in warm place about l 0 
minutes. 

For Crosses: 

Combine flour, sugar and water 
together, then place in piping bag. 
Pipe crosses on buns. Bake in hot 
oven about 20 minutes, or until well 
browned. Turn onto wire rack. If 
desired, glaze buns with a little 
warmed honey. 

BREAD AND BUTTER 
CUSTARD 

5 slices bread 
butter 
jam 
3/4 cup Australian Sultanas 
l /2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
3 eggs 
2 tablespoons caster sugar 
1 3/4 cups warm milk 

Spread each slice of bread with butter 
and jam. 

Cut slices into quarters and layer in a 
greased ovenproof dish. 

Sprinkle each layer with Australian 
Sultanas and cinnamon. 

Combine together eggs and sugar. 

Stir in milk. 

Gently pour over bread. 

Bake in a moderate oven for 45-60 
minutes or until fum to touch and 
golden brown. 

SPICED SALMON WITH 
CURRANTS 

l /4 cup Australian Currants 
4 tablespoons cider vinegar 
2 tablespoons water 
l cup cream 
1 cup fish stock 
114 teaspoon ground nutmeg 
l /4 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
60g butter 
500g salmon fillets 

Combine and set aside the Currants, 
cider vinegar and water. 

In a saucepan, combine the cream, fish 
stock, nutmeg and cinnamon, stirring 
occasionally for about 10 minutes. 

Melt the butter and fry the salmon 
fillets for about 5 minutes on each 
side. 

Remove to a warm serving place and 
stir Currant mixture into fry pan. 

Cook until liquid has evaporated. 

Stir in cream sauce to heat through. 
Spoon over fish and serve. 
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VINE LEAF 
STORES 

'~ Store Near Your Door'' 
SUPPLIERS OF RURAL MERCHANDISE 

TO HORTICULTURE AND AGRICULTURE 

STAFF AT PREMISES ARE AGSAFE ACCREDITED 

FOR QUALITY PRODUCTS 
FERTILISER IN BULK BINS & BAGS 

CHEMICALS FOR WEED CONTROL 

FUNGICIDES • INSECTICIDES 

SPRAYER FITI'INGS • HOSES • NOZZLES 

TRELLIS WmE • POSTS • DROPPERS 

WET WEATHER CLOTHING • FENCING STAPLES 

JOINERS • BATTERIES • GLOVES • BOOTS • OIL SEEDS 

SoiL & LEAF ANALYSIS SERVICE 

Division of 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
- DRIED FRUIT & CITRUS PACKERS -

ffiYMPLE . • 
•; 'f,.. 1 MERBEIN 

Phone (03) 5024 5704 Phone (03) 5025 2304 

ROB~ADE : 
J>hQPe (03) 5026 3 04 

Facsimile (03) 5026 4425 

Store (03) 5025 ~27 Fax (03) 5025 3594 

SARNIA MIIJJURA 
Pho,ne (03) 5023 00 7 

'i EEtcsimile (03) 5021 2649 
I 

'COOMEALLA 
Phpne (O~) 5D27 4606 

• acsimile (03) 5027 4254 


