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The purpose of the ADFA Dried Fruits News is to 
provide information about, and opinion on, issues 
which concern our growers. Accordingly, the ADFA 
and its staff cannot be responsible for any error, loss 
or other consequence arising from reliance on the 
information in this publication. 

FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Fellow Growers, 

Welcome to our mid year edition of the 
ADFA News. This edition follows on 
from our 1999 Federal Council so 
interesting reading is assured. 

This year's Federal Council followed a slightly different format from past 
years in that we had more speakers talking for less time. This appeared 
to keep the more than 1 00 people in attendance alert and interested for 
the whole day and judging from the amount of questions asked, most 
speakers gene~ated some interest in their topic. 

The Weather Bureau gave a very impressive overview of the services that 
will be available to growers in the future and I have no doubt that this will 
be one of the many new tools of our trade that will make us even better 
farmers than we already are. 

The processors also gave informative and very positive addresses on the 
future of our industry and it is very pleasing to hear that the difficulties that 
were experienced this season have been addressed by all four 
processors, and that stronger receival disciplines will be in place in 
Season 2000. 

This Council unfortunately saw the retirement of two of our Board 
members in Gary Thomas and Andrew Murdoch from Coomealla. Their 
contributions to the Board and indeed our industry will be missed, and our 
thanks and best wishes go to both of them. They have been replaced by 
long time ADFA stalwart Brian Boulton from Swan Hill. {In fact Brian 
spent many years at the ADFA Council with my father, Jack.) Also joining 
us on the Boar.d is Dean Slade from Loxton in South Australia. Welcome 
to both of these members and I look forward to working with them in 
advancing this industry's strong future. 

Also at Council I had great pleasure in releasing details of our current 
season's Hail Insurance Policy. It has some improvements over last 
year's program and I encourage you to use our scheme. If you do not 
use our scheme you should consider hail insurance coverage as- ·a vital 
management tool in the running of your property. 

In closing, I must mention the ADFA Shop and the excellent service that it 
continues to give our industry in both promotion and service in the varying 
departments it now offers. 

Here's to a fruitful budburst and a successful year ahead. 

Best regards, 

Graham Robertson 
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AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD REPORT 

JOHN LESTER 

CHAIRMAN 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Over the last few years there has been some dramatic changes in 
the industry which now includes a different role for the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board. The ADFB is no longer a Board 
controlling export agency arrangements or pricing, terms and 
conditions on behalf of producers. The completion of the 
equalization of 1998 season exports will conclude the Board' s 
activities in this area. Commencing from the 1999 season, 
statutory equalization has been repealed and the Board did not 
set export prices and export allocations. The processors 
negotiated prices from grower suppliers and together with their 
marketers will be solely responsible for marketing this season's 
crop. 

The new role of the ADFB will be as a service provider to the 
dried grape industry and this has been documented in the 
memorandum of understanding prepared as an initiative of the 
ADF A with the support of industry processors and marketers. 
The Board will undertake the following functions: 
> Industry development. 
> Product promotion. 
> Product quality & residues. 
> lntemationalliaison. 
> Marketing information and statistics. 

To facilitate this new role and to operate as cost efficiently as 
possible, the Board has closed its Melbourne office and has 
relocated to Mildura. 

As a result of the downsizing of the marketing role and the 
move to Midura, three ADFB staff members, Allan Knights, 
Bob Harvey, and Ingrid Gallus have left the Board's employ. I 
thank them all for their valuable contributions to the Board and 
note in particular Allan Knights' 16 years of service to the 
ADFB as General Manager. During most of Allan's period as 
General Manager, the dried grape industry was recognised as 
Australia's largest export horticultural industry and the 
clearance of large crops at premium prices is attributable in part 
to Allan' s personal contribution. Allan is knoWh and respected 
throughout the international dried fruits community. 

The ADFB recently gave its annual report to the ADF A Federal 
Council in which the following production and export 
marketing information was presented: 

Sultana Exports 1998/99 Marketing Year 
There was a carryover of approximately 3,800~tonnes of 1997 
season sultanas on March I, 1998 including unshipped export 
orders of I ,050 tonnes. Shipments of 1997 and 1998 season 
sultanas totalled 13,916 tonnes, which was a satisfactory result. 

The distribution of 1998/99 export shipments is detailed in the 
following graph: 
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1998/99 Marketing Year 
The ADFB set a price of US$1 ,675 per tonne CIF for 1998 
season sultanas for Europe and Canada with an open allocation. 
For competitive reasons the price in New Zealand, East Asia 
and Japan was set marginally below US$1 ,675 with sales 
limited by an allocation. The price of US$1,675 provided a 
premium of A$620 over Turkey' s best quality sultanas. 

The ADFB set a price of $2,900 per tonne CIF for 1998 season 
currants and a price of $3,600 per tonne for 1998 season seeded 
raisins. Total exports for the marketing year were 161 tonnes of 
currants and 303 tonnes of seeded raisins. 

The following table indicates the tonnages of sultanas sold and 
market share held within Australia's major export markets. A 
comparison with 1993 reveals the effect of diminishing 
Australian supply for these markets. 

( ;~rman \larl,~t 
Selling To noes Market Share Mar ket Share 
Nation Sold 1998/99 1992/93 
Australia 3,297 6% 27% 
Turkey 36,012 61% 19% 
Greece 7,890 14% 7% 
USA 10,193 17% 20% 
Others 1,525 3% 27% 
TOTAL 58,918 100% 100% 

l nit~d Kingdom \larl,~t 
Australia 2,433 3% 9% 
Turkey 41 ,428 48% 32% 
Greece 2,959 3% 16% 
USA 28,706 33% 26% 
Others 10,941 13% 17% 
TOTAL 86,467 100% 100% 

( anadian \larl,l'l 
Australia 3,665 12% 36% 
Turkey 1,342 5% 22% 
Greece 4,912 17% 4% 
USA 12,867 44% 33% 
Others 6,540 22% 5% 
TOTAL 29,326 100% 100% 

'-l'\\ Zutland \larJ,ct 
Australia 1,942 29% 70% 
Turkey 2,609 38% 9% 
Greece - - -
USA 1,601 24% 19% 
Others 652 9% 2% 
TOTAL 6,804 100% 100% 

1998/99 Marketing Year 
There was a carryover of approximately 6,000 tonnes of 1998 
season sultanas on 1 march 1999, including unshipped export 
orders of I ,340 tonnes. The export target for the 1999 marketing 
year is about 1,700 tonnes of sultanas. This will be a record low 
export tonnage that is disappointing to both marketers and our 
overseas customers. 

Australian 1999 Season Production 

Variety Packed tonnes: 
Sultanas 
Currants 
Seeded Raisins 
Total 

19,925 
1,708 

808 
22,926 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 

Federal Council1999 
Board Of Management Report 

1. OVERVIEW 

Since the 1998 ADFA Federal Council there have been a 
number of structural changes that have occurred to the ADF A 
and to the dried fruits industry, together with an eventful 1999 
harvest. These included: 

• A significant reduction in the production of dried vine fruit 
resulting from drenching rains and continued humid 
conditions. 

• Completion of the roundtable discussions on the future of 
the ADFB, which resulted in industry agreement on its 
future role, the relocation of its operations to Mildura, and 
the appointment of a new General Manager. 

• The launch and distribution of the industry's Dried Vine 
Fruit Production Manual. 

• Finalisation of the bulk water entitlements, which should 
ensure a better management of the water resources, and 
allow for the trading of water rights by growers. 

• Success in securing a further 3 years funding for the Drying 
for Profit Program. 

• Restructuring the operations of the ADFA to reflect the 
smaller size of the dried fruit industry. 

2. 1999 SEASON PRODUCTION 

2.1 Sultanas: What promised to be an above average season 
resulted in one of the worst growing season seen for a 
number of years. 
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Frosts in spring heat stress in November and December, 
together with rain and humidity during February, resulted 
in substantial damage to the crop. 

Widespread damage was reported from splitting, 
shattering, berry drop, and mould development later in 
the season. 

SULTANA SALES 
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by Season of Production 
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It is expected that 22,000 tonnes will be dried. With the 
wineries taking an additional 40,000 wet tonnes of 
sultanas, favourable weather conditions could have seen 
a further 10,000 to 15,000 tonnes dried. 

An estimated 40,000 dried tonnes would appear to be the 
industry's capacity for dried sultanas. Until there is 
resurgence in the plantings of sultanas, and with the 
continuation of sultana vines being scrubbed, the likely 
maximum production level will be in the region of 
30,000 to 35,000 tonnes. 

Of concern to the board are the quality and state of the 
fruit delivered and the receival practices employed by 
processors. During discussions, which included the 
Board and processors, it was agreed that measures would 
be taken to ensure that a repeat of this does not happen 
next season. 

2.2 Currants: The production of dried currants continues to 
be of concern. Rain during January and February caused 
severe damage to Zante currants and the humidity in 
February caused splitting to become evident in Carinas, 
the first time that general damage has become evident in 
this variety. 
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Again there was strong demand for Carinas by wineries. 
It is also apparent that removal of currant vines has 
severely reduced the potential production level for this 
variety. 

CURRANT SALES 
by Season of Production 
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2.3. Raisins: Raisin production during 1998 was well in 
excess of that required. Prior to the 1999 season, 
processor approached growers with a view of securing 
only tonnages necessary for the ensuing marketing year. 
Growers not securing a quota from a processor risked 
having delivery of their raisins rejected. 

This is a departure from the previous practice of 
accepting all fruit delivered, which signals a new 
approach by processors where the supply of fruit is being 
market driven, not production driven. 

2.4 Apricots: There continues to be a shortage of Australian 
Apricots. The season just completed was the lightest for 
some years, although the quality of the fruit was very 
good. Intake for Australian Apricots is estimated to be 
around 1,200 tonnes. 
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It is estimated that the domestic market can handle 1,500 
tonnes without adversely affecting grower returns. 

There are reports that it is difficult to obtain apricot trees 
from nurseries as demand has increased substantially. 
Unfortunately, those trees appear to be destined for the 
fresh and juice markets. 

3000 
T 2500 
0 2000 
~ 1500 
E 1000 
s 500 

0 

APRICOT PRODUCTION 
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2.5 Peaches: This season has been one of the worst seasons 
on record for peaches. The quality of the fruit suffered 
terribly due to the heat stress during flowering and 
subsequent growing. 

Whilst adequate supplies were ' received for the 
marketing year, the size of the fruit was overall small. 

2.6 Pears: The heat, which affected peaches so much, had a 
smaller impact on pears. 

Whilst the size of fruit was also small, the quality was 
reasonable. Adequate supplies were also attained for the 
marketing year. 

The ADFA Board of Management 
(from left to right) 

Mr. Tony Martin, Mr. Neil Hurley, Mr. Andrew Murdoch, 
Mr. Graham Robertson (Chairman), Mr. Peter Jones, 

Mr. Lindsay Leake, Mr. Gary Thomas, Mr. Mark Hancock 
Mr. Phillip Sims is missing. 

3. MARKET OVERVIEW 

3.1. Imports: In the year ending February 28, 1999 the 
import of dried sultanas rose by 25% while the import of 
dried apricots increased by only 5.8%. 

Sultana imports were 9,958 tonnes. The major countries 
importing sultanas were Turkey (6,952 tonnes) and Iran 
(1,959 tonnes). It is expected that there will be further 
pressure on the domestic market to import fruit due to the 
unavailability of enough Australian fruit. 

Australian sultanas will continue to dominate the retail 
sector, with good support from quality conscious 
manufacturers. 

Sultana Imports 
by Marketing Year 
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There was only a 4% increase in the imports of currants, 
mostly from Greece. With the continuation of further 
reductions in the production of Australian currants, 
imports are expected to increase. 

Apricot imports grew by only 200 tonnes, with most of 
this increase replacing the shortage created by the 
reduction in Australian production. Turkey continues to 
be the major source of imported Apricots with 3,251 
tonnes, South Africa contributing 240 tonnes and China 
221 tonnes. 

Imports of peaches rose from 7 tonnes in 1997/98 to 43 
tonnes in 1998/99. Imports from South Africa were 25 
tonnes and USA 16 tonnes. 

There was a reduction in the importation of pears by 
17%. Imports from China were 128 tonnes, South Africa 
63 tonnes and Argentina 35 tonnes. 

. 3.2 Dried Vine Fruits -Export: For many years Australia 
has been a prominent leader in the international dried 
fruit industry, unfortunately our present level of 
production has diluted our position. 

Total world production is estimated at around 750,000 
tonnes of sultanas and raisins of which 500,000 tonnes 
are exported by producing countries. 

This year Australia's production is 2.9% of world 
production and 0.6% of world exports. At its peak the 
Australian industry supplied around I 0% of world 
exports. 

An unconunitted carryover of 2,000 tonnes of 1998 
season sultanas will boost our supply capability, ·so there 
will be about 2,000 to 4,000 tonnes available for export. 

It is expected that even though the currant crop will meet 
about 33% of total market requirements, exports are 
likely to be about 100 tonnes. 
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Apricot Imports 
by Marketing Year 
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Turkey has achieved their largest crop of sultanas. 
Around 260,000 tonnes was produced. The quality is 
good and its expected to be disposed of during this year. 

In the USA, rain during harvest and strong demand from 
the winery sector has seen the production of raisins at 
250,000 tonnes. Normal levels of production are around 
320,000 tonnes. 

Over and under expected production levels from various 
countries should still see the world demand and supply of 
sultanas/raisins remain in balance. 

3.3 Australian Promotion: The marketing agents, 
particularly Sunbeam foods and Angas Park, undertake 
the majority of promotion of dried fruits within the 
Australian market. 

This promotion activity is split between supporting their 
own brand names for consumer packeted fruit, and 
providing fmancial support to the promotion of 
manufactured products containing Australian dried fruits. 

The ADF A Promotion Committee undertook an 
innovative program with students of the Sydney TAFE to 
develop a high profile media campaign. 

The result was an attempt to break the world record for 
the largest fruit mince pie. This record was broken late 
last year with very good media exposure for the dried 
fruits industry and its agents. 

The ADF A continues to provide posters, booklets, school 
activity sets, recipes and images as requested by schools 
and media representatives. 

Further details of these initiatives are contained in 
Appendix 6. 

3.4 Made In Australia Labelling: The Federal government 
has passed legislation which clarifies the requirements 
for the use of 'Made in Australia' labelling. 

Under the proposal the use of the 'Made in Australia' 
label will be allowed only where the product has been 
substantially transformed within Australia and at least 
50% of the cost of production has been incurred within 
Australia. 

Warren Entsch MP, met with ADFA representatives to 
discuss this legislation and brief the ADFA on other 
matters affecting horticulture. 

Dried Fruit Harvester demonstration at Federal Council 

3.5 Export Control Act: This legislation deals with 
ensuring that dried fruit complies with a specified export 
standard and trade description, is processed and packed 

in a registered establishment, and is stored and 
transported accordingly. 

The ADFA's submission supported the view that there 
should be legislative guidelines to determine product 
language and ensure that the dried product meets health 
and safety requirements that can be relied upon by 
overseas markets. 

It was also hoped that as part of this review, 
harmonisation of a number of acts dealing with health 
and safety could be achieved, and that there could be 
some streamlining of operating procedures which could 
reduce auditing and documentation costs. 

3.6 Weed Seed Free Property Assurance: This program 
has continued for the 1999 harvest. 

Around 940 acres were eligible for the additional 
payment of $40 per tonne during 1998. Whilst the figure 
for 1999 are not yet available, the acreage is expected to 
be similar. 

The ADF A continues to administer this program with the 
support of all the processors. The ability to provide 
guaranteed weed seed free fruit to the market is seen as a 
useful marketing tool. 

Unfortunately, the fee for subsequent inspections of 
properties was increased by $2.50 per acre, to attempt to 
break-even the costs associated with administering and 
inspecting the properties. 

3.7 International Sultana Conference: The Chairman of 
the ADF A, together with representatives of the ADFB 
attended the International Sultana Conference in 
California. 

During this conference data on world production and 
supply are exchanged (refer to Appendix 5 for world 
supply data). The exchanges with delegates from other 
producing countries is believed to be useful and 
beneficial in understanding occurrences and events in the 
dried fruit industry. 

The 1999 Sultana Conference will be held in London. 
The ADF A will not attend this meeting. The 2000 
Conference will be held in Australia. This will give 
growers the opportunity to attend. 

During the visit to California, a number of agents and 
processors were visited. Some of the visits took place in 
Canada. During the visit to Canada, it was established 
that the Canadian market had major problems in terms of 
acceptance of Turkish fruit and would be looking 
towards Australia for supplies. 

3.8 Further Information: More information on the 
marketing of Australian dried fruits will be provided at 
Federal Council, especially through the addresses to be 
provided by the Chairman of the Australian Dried Fruiu 
Board, and the General Manager of Australian Driec 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 

4. FARM MANAGEMENT 
4.1 Crop Insurance: The ADF A continued its cro 

insurance program into the 1998/99 season, marking th 
21st year of its operation. 

While ADFA Insurance is limited to the Murray Valle 
between Swan Hill and Murray Bridge and the Darlir 
downstream from Menindee, it is the largest insurer 
viticultural crops within Australia. 

Cover is not limited to drying varieties, but extends to 
grapes including wine varieties and table grap• 
graftlings and almonds. 
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For the 1998/99 season, the ADFA continued its highly 
popular production cost cover, the profit cover which 
allows growers to insure a higher value of their choosing, 
and the hail and frost agreed value cover. 

The 1998/99 season also saw the introduction of a 10% 
discount to all ADF A fmancial members, an increase in 
coverage on a per acre basis, and an automatic renewal 
cover for those growers who had insured the previous 
season. 

After the last several seasons incurring substantial hail 
damage, it was good to see that apart from one report of 
minor damage in Nyah, the rest of the districts escaped 
hail damage. There were also no reports of any frost 
damage. 

The 1998/99 season did see a substantial reduction in the 
number of policies taken out with ADFA Insurance. 
Increased competition, release of the crop scheme late in 
the season, and confusion with our scheme and a 
processors own hail scheme, contributed to this 
reduction. 

Mr. Graham Robertson and Mr. Alan Knight (retiring general 
manager ADFB) at the Federal Council Dinner 

4.2 Importation of Tables Grapes from the USA: AQIS 
released a draft Import Risk Analysis on table grapes 
from California. The draft report recommended that the 
import of table grapes be allowed providing that a set of 
protocols is followed. 

These protocols include fumigation with methyl bromide, 
cold storage treatment, and export and on-arrival 
inspections. 

Whilst the ADF A concedes that these measures will 
minimise the risk, they will not guarantee a zero risk. The 
ADF A has urged AQIS to reconsider its decision and 
decline the importation of table grapes from the USA. 

It was argued that a breakdown in any of these 
procedures could see the introduction of pests or diseases 
that will not only impact on the table, wine or dried grape 
industries, but also on the almond, walnut, citrus and 
stone fruit industries. 

The resulting loss to horticultural industries could be 
devastating not only to those industries, but also to the 
wider community. 

To date, no response to the ADFA's submission has been 
received. 

4.3 Virus B: Virus B (GVB) was detected in routine testing 
of the variety Jade Seedless in a nursery in Sunraysia. 
Further testing has confmned the existence of Virus B in 
other plantings of Jade Seedless. 

Jade Seedless originated from Israel and was released in 
Australia in 1996. It is believed that the original material 
contained the Virus B, but due to less sensitive tests that 
were available at that time, the virus was not detected. 

The virus that has been identified is a strain to the GVB 
that exhibits the Corky Bark symptoms. Some varieties 
are more susceptible than others. Thompson seedless and 
Merlot are two varieties susceptible. Symptoms result in 
yield reduction from 50% to 100%. There are no cures to 
this disease, only removal and burning may contain it. 

The disease is spread either by mealy bugs or through 
contamination by grafting. As such, the spread of the 
disease is quite slow. 

A consultative committee has been convened to deal with 
this problem. The ADFA is a member of this committee. 

Currently a moratorium exists on the movement and 
selling of the Jade Seedless variety, with further meetings 
to be held once further tests are carried out to establish 
how wide spread this disease is. 

Once these tests are completed, the committee will meet 
to determine the next step to take. 

The ADFA's position is that all plant material containing 
the virus should be destroyed. The short-term cost of this 
action will pale into insignificance when compared to the 
costs likely to be incurred by industries trying to live 
with this disease. 

Until now, Virus B has never been detected in Australia. 
This disease is prevalent in the USA and Europe. 

Display at Federal Council 

4.4 Drying for Profit: This program continues to facilitate 
excellence in dried vine fruit production by promoting 
best management practices and demonstrating the latest 
technology to dried fruit growers. 

The ADF A has been able to secure funding for the 
Drying for Profit program for a 3 year term, commencing 
January 1, 1999. 

Michael Pullen has been retained as the Project Manager, 
and the management committee has been extended to 
include another grower. 
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Feedback from growers attending field days, seminars 
and the various grape group meetings, indicate the 
favourable support for this program. 

The ADFA acknowledges the assistance of the CSIRO; 
the Agriculture departments in Victoria, NSW, and SA; 
and the Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
in providing technical input to the Drying for Profit 
program. 

Details on operational highlights during the last year of 
Drying for Profit are contained in Appendix 8, attached 
to this report. 

4.5 Industrial Relations: Through its Committee on 
Industrial Relations, the ADFA has maintained its 
position as the major body involved in wage setting and 
other industrial relations issues on behalf of the dried 
fruits industry. 

A report on the activities of the Committee and the issues 
being faced are contained in Appendix 2 to this report. 

4.6 Harvest Labour: A new approach to the recruiting of 
Harvest Labour applied to the 1999 season. 

MADEC was successful in tendering to become an 
employment provider in Mildura. With this also came the 
responsibility of placing harvest labour. 

A meeting between MADEC and the Harvest Labour 
Committee determined that the placement of harvest 
labour that occurred in previous seasons would continue. 

Tom Crouch, together with the staff that operated the 
harvest labour office last season were employed by 
MADEC. The operations were also moved to MADEC 
offices at the old Wesley Church. 

Not only was the placement of harvest labour to continue 
as it had in previous years, but MADEC were also able to 
secure funding to operate this service without any cost to 
growers. 

MADEC has also given an undertaking that the Harvest 
Labour Committee will be consulted on the operation 
and future of the Harvest Labour Office. 

4.7 Water & Irrigation Policy: The ADFA has continued 
to take a major interest in regard to a range of issues 
impacting on water, irrigation, and the environment. 

Some of the major issues were the formalisation of the 
Bulk Water Entitlements, and a submission to the NSW 
Agricultural Minister concerning a recommendation to 
remove high security water rights. 

4.8 Residue Management: The ADFA has continued to 
take an active role in the residue management program 
for dried vine fruits. 

Dried vine fruit residue management program continues 
to use the anti body test kits developed by the CSIRO 
under a Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
research project. These procedures allow the industry to 
test for a wider range of chemicals very cost effectively. 

It is also proposed that the procedures developed for 
dried vine fruits be extended to included dried tree fruits. 
This will allow screening of tree fruits for a wider range 
of chemicals without any significant increase in the total 
cost of tree fruit testing. 

Screening of vine fruits and tree fruits for chemical 
residues, coupled with appropriate advice to growers in 
regard to best management practices are very effective 
complimentary activities in ensuring that buyers can be 
confident that Australian dried fruits are free of chemical 
residues. 

Concerns expressed in Europe on the likely impact of 
Ochratoxins in a wide range of foods, has resulted in the 
dried fruits industry developing a protocol on the testing 
of this toxin on all dried fruit. 

A.D.F.S. display of retail packs at the Federal Council. 

The likely result will be the relocation of the testing 
laboratory back to the Victorian Dried Fruits Board's 
building, which in now being managed by the Dried 
Fruits Trust. 

4.9 ADFA Viticultural Nursery: The ADFA is proceeding 
with its redevelopment of the viticultural nursery 
property in Koorlong A venue, Iryrnple. 

The aim of this redevelopment is to develop best practice 
operations with a view to using the property as a 
demonstration site to be utilised by the Drying for Profit 
program, and also to maximise the non-levy income 
flowing to the ADFA. 

There has been some criticism on whether this approach 
was the most cost-effective option. The greatest return 
would probably been derived by planting wine grapes, 
however this was never considered an option. 

The redevelopment will reclaim property not previously 
used, as well as replant patches with various vine 
plantings, which were planted as part of various research 
projects. 

4.10 Accelerated Depreciation Provisions: The ADFA. 
became aware that moves were being made within the 
wine industry to convince the Government to repeal 
Section 75AA (20) of the Income Tax Act. This section 
deals with the accelerated depreciation rate of 25% per 
annum, over 4 years on capital expenditure incurred in 
the establishment of vineyards. 

The submission by the wine industry to Government 
stated that a balance existed in the demand and supply of 
wine, and that the accelerated depreciation provision is 
sending the wrong message to potential investors. 

The ADF A submitted to Government that depreciation 
provisions alone would not attract investment. The likely 
returns and risk factors associated will determine this. 
The current high level of return is the single factor that is 
attracting investment in the wine industry. 

The ADF A argued that every encouragement should be 
given to growers to invest in new vine varieties and tht 
adoption of more efficient practices. The acceleratec 
depreciation provisions provide incentives to make these 
investment decisions as well as encourage growers tc 
respond to market conditions and consumer preferences. 
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5. RESEARCH 

5.1 Dried Fruits Research and Development Council: The 
ADF A continues to support the Dried Fruits Research 
and Development Council (DFRDC) as the vehicle to 
direct the major research and development initiatives of 
the industry. 

The DFRDC is funded by a levy on dried grapes, dried 
tree fruits and prunes, with the Commonwealth 
government matching expenditure on a dollar for dollar 
basis. In 1998/99 an estimated $1.2million was spent on 
dried fruit research comprising research investments of 
$900,000 in dried grape, $160,000 in dried tree fruits, 
and $150,000 in prunes. 

The 1999/2000 research levy is $10 per tonne for dried 
vine fruits, $29 per tonne for dried tree fruits, and $13 
per tonne for prunes. 

The new Chairman Dr Prue McMichael and the new 
membership of the Council have continued the excellent 
work of the previous Council. In addition to the 
Chairman, the Council membership comprises Ivan Shaw 
(Deputy Chairman), Peter Jones, Keith Sticpewich, John 
Fielke, Rob Walker, Val Cranweli-Smith, Richard Vines, 
and Laura Fulton (Government Member). 

5.2 Government Review of Research Arrangements: The 
Board of Management is pleased that the Federal 
government chose to not implement the 
recommendations of the Mortimer Review in regard to 
Rural Research. 

These recommendations would have seen the 
restructuring of dried fruit research arrangements, most 
probably with a reduced fmancial contribution from the 
government. 

5.3 Co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture: The bid 
proposal to secure a new CRCV was successful with the 
Commonwealth Government providing $13.6 million 
over the period 1999 to 2006. The Viticulture 2000 
group on which the dried fruits industry is represented by 
Mr Ross Skirmer and Mr Ivan Shaw of the DFRDC 
prepared the submission bid. The new CRCV 
immediately follows on from the concluding existing 
CRCV. 

The ADF A continues to take an active interest in the 
operation of the Co-operative Research Centre for 
Viticulture (CRCV), and is represented on both its Board 
of Management and its Management Committee by 
ADFA Board member Mr Tony Martin. 

Dr. Pn1e McMichael making the Dried Fruits Research and 
Development Council presentation at Federal Council 

5.4 Riverlink: Riverlink is the co-ordinating body of the 
CSIRO and· the Departments of Agriculture in Victoria, 
NSW and SA in relation to horticultural research 
activities of the member organisations. It seeks the 
integrated development of scientific resources according 
to industry and government plans. 

The Chairman of the ADF A, Mr Graham Robertson, 
represents the ADF A on the River! ink Council. The 
appointment of Mrs Merry! Whyte to the position of 
Communications and Development Officer has provided 
the necessary human resources to advance the Riverlink 
concept. The DFRDC contribute to the funding of Mrs 
Whyte's position. 

5.5 CSIRO Merbein: The ADFA welcomes the decision to 
upgrade the CSIRO's Merbein Research facility. 
Research in the area of molecular science has 
commenced at Merbein with three recent appointments. 
The research will be on the hormonal control of fruit 
development. Additional appointments have been in the 
areas of grapevine quantitative genetics, plant anatomy 
and physiology, and table grape breeding. 

Two new PhD studentships are also currently available to 
strengthen direct interactions with universities. During 
spring 1999 the first transgenic sultana grapevines from 
the CSIRO's molecular breeding program will be planted 
at Merbein for subsequent evaluation. 

5.6 Plant Breeding: The Board of Management is pleased 
with the results of the DFRDC funded programs for 
conventional breeding of dried grapes and dried apricots. 
The Sunmuscat variety produced its first commercial 
crops with one grower achieving 54 dried tonnes from 
his 10 acre planting. The orders for Sunmuscat cuttings 
from V AMVVIA exceeded 80,000, double the expected 
cuttings availability. An additional 3,000 mother 
plantings were produced last year for planting this 
spring. 

The Rivergem apricot is also being commercialised 
through a licensing agreement signed with the Australian 
Nurserymen's Fruit Improvement Company Ltd. 
(ANFIC) during the past year. Under the agreement the 
dried apricot industry will receive priority access to 
Rivergem that has an excellent drying ratio of 4-4.5 to 1. 
The demand for the variety has exceeded the supply 
although increased trees will be available future. 

6. INDUSTRY ECONOMY 

6.1 Industry Reform: The restructure of the dried fruits 
industry has continued this year from where it has left off 
last year. The following has occurred this past year: 

6.2 

• Legislation has been passed terminating statutory 
export equalisation of dried vine fruit returns. 

• A memorandum of understanding was signed which 
clearly indicated the future role of the ADFB. As part 
of the refocusing of the ADFB, their operations were 
wound-down, with the organisation relocating to 
Mildura. For more details, refer to item 6.2. 

• Legislation was passed transferring the assets of the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board to a trust for the 
development of the dried fruits industry. More details 
are available at item 6.3. 

• Restructure of the ADF A has resulted in the reduction 
of staff and the refocusing of the resources of the 
ADFA. 

These reforms are the result of the comprehensive 
strategic review of industry operations, which were 
started in 1996. 

Australian Dried Fruits Board: During the last year, 
industry stakeholders agreed to the future role of the 
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ADFB. A memorandum of understanding was signed 
which among other things, clarified areas of operation. 

Some of these areas included: Residue management; 
collection of statistics; maintenance of a product 
description language; some domestic promotion; export 
promotion; and overseas liaison. 

This agreement recognised that the ADF A is the peak 
industry body for dried fruits, and that the ADF A will be 
consulted when plans are developed and implemented 
covering the areas of its operation. 

As part of the refocusing of the ADFB, their operations 
have been moved to Mildura. Effective from July 1, 
1999, the ADFB resides within the ADFA offices. Mr. 
Ross Skinner has also been appointed as its General 
Manager. 

Mr. Graham Robertson (chairman) presenting the Board of 
Management report. 

6.3 Dried Fruits Trust: The Dried Fruits Trust has taken 
effective control of the assets of the previous Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board. Four trustees manage the Dried 
Fruits Trust: Mr. Peter Macintosh, Mr. Graham 
Robertson, Mr. Henry Tankard, and Mr. Barrie 
MacMillan. 

The purpose of the trust is to promote the development of 
the Australian Dried Fruits Industry. 

In initial meetings the trustees decided that only income 
generated from the assets, around $30,000 per year, 
w0uld be allocated to projects. The capital value of the 
assets will be retained. 

Application forms have been issued and it is expected 
that the first round of projects will be allocated in the 
next couple of months. 

6.4 SunRISE 21: The ADFA was involved in the Artist in 
Industry project, which was co-ordinated by Sunrise 21. 

Sunrise 21 obtained funding to undertake an arts and 
industry research and development project. $100,000 
funding was secured to commission five professional 
artists to work with five regional organisations to 

produce works of art that interpret and communicate 
themes around the sustainability of Sunraysia. 

Kickstart progressed well during the year with sufficient 
reserves being available to fund all eligible applications. 
However, funds were limited for the Redevelopment 
Grant. 

It was also noted that the South Australian Government 
also initiated a similar scheme, for the Riverland. An 
allocation of $5M was made. 

6.5 GST on Dried Fruit: The ADF A was alerted to the fact 
that the draft agreement on the GST between the 
Democrats and the Federal Government would not 
exempt fruit buns and fruits breads from the GST. 

The draft recommendations stated that breads with 
ingredients of less than 10% weight of the whole 
product, other than flour, would be GST free. Ingredients 
weighing 10% or more would have GST applied. 

Most fruited breads contain 15% to 20%, by weight, of 
dried fruits. The situation exists where bakers could 
reduce their usage of dried fruit to overcome the cost 
impediment. Or the product would receive a price 
increase against competitive products, such as cinnamon 
loafs or herbed breads. 

The ADF A wrote to the Treasurer and the Democrats 
arguing that all bakery products should be GST free 
except those intended as a meal and/or are identical to 
those through fast food take-aways. 

We also raised concerns on the impact of dried fruits in 
cereals. As yet we have not received a reply. 

6.6 Horticulture 2000: There is a push from the Federal 
Government seeking to establish a horticultural peak 
industry body. It is believed that the benefits of the 
establishment of this body would include: 

);> Act as a forum for policy development and advice to 
government 

);> Make representations on behalf of horticulture on 
issues which impact at a national level 

);> Facilitate a commercial environment for horticulture, 
which enables it to achieve its full potential through 
sustainable use and management of natural and othet 
resources. 

Whilst the aims are sound, there will be a duplicatim 
from other Agricultural bodies servicing horticulture 
Aside from this, the major problem with this structure i 
the proposed membership. 

It is envisaged that the membership of the horticulture 
industry forum would be around 80 to 85 member: 
covering all principal sectors of horticulture. These wi 
include: producer bodies; exporters; wholesale market 
retailers; transporters; shippers including airline 
chemical companies; packers; packaging companie 
processors; and wholesalers. A group that will ha· 
differing views on tackling any one issue. 

It would be difficult to obtain consensus, let alone ha 
your voice heard. A formation committee has be 
established to further the establishment of the forum, a 
is now seeking funding from stakeholders. 

The ADFA has declined contributing at this stage or j' 
as members. It is difficult to see how some horticulh 
industries with very scarce funds would be able 
contribute any money at all. 

Currently the ADFA has access to agri-political lobb:y 
through the NFF. 
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Mr. Kevin 0 'Loughlin of the Bureau of Meteorology 
provided details of the various services available via 

facsimile and the internet. 

6.7 Sunraysia Horticultural Council: The ADFA held 
discussions with the VFF and other horticultural groups 
in Sunraysia with a view of forming an alliance to handle 
similar types of issues. 

For example, if any issue arises which affects water and 
environment, a representative of the horticultural 
industries could attend to it, rather than every industry 
doubling up on the issue. 

The benefits would be to reduce duplication and share 
the workload. 

In the past the ADFA would get involved in every issue 
affecting its members, and given that it was the only 
industry with the infrastructure and funds, was left to 
handle the issue alone. 

Once, dried fruits was the major industry in this region, 
now it is not. The workload and the cost of tackling these 
issues need to be spread. 

There has been a recommendation to form a 
Horticultural Council in Sunraysia where various 
industries could become members and jointly fund the 
various areas of representation required. 

A committee has been formed to further develop how a 
group could be set-up and operate. No recommendations 
have been determined as yet. 

6.8 Amalgamation of AHC and HRDC: Following 
consultation with industry stakeholders in horticulture, a 
green paper was released which canvassed the 
amalgamation of the AHC and the HRDC. 

This merger would see the marketing and research 
organisations joined. The green paper released for 
discussion identified the following benefits: 
~ Market driven research and development which is 

more commercially driven 
~ Enhanced responsiveness to market opportunities 
~ Greater efficiency, profitability and sustainability 

across all sectors of horticulture 
~ Lower infrastructure costs 

The ADFA submitted that the merging of the two 
organisations should target better effectiveness and 

efficiency of the services that are currently being 
provided. 

The ADF A voiced it concerns that the amalgamation 
may not yield these benefits. 

The ADFA is seeking details on the likely impact of 
product boards under the AHC legislation, namely the 
ADFB. This area was not covered in the green paper. 

Mr. Alan Williams, Managing Director of Coles 
Supermarkets, made an interesting presentation at the 

Federal Council dinner. 

7. ADMINISTRATION 

7.1 Board of Management: The ADFA Board of 
Management has met on a number of occasions since 
Federal Council 1998. In January 1999 the Board held 
one of their meetings in the Riverland, in Berri. The 
evening before the meeting a public session was held for 
growers to come and meet the Board. Around twenty 
growers attended. 

In addition to the meetings, individual members and staff 
have been involved in a range of activities including 
representations to Government and Members of 
Parliament; attendance at ADF A Branch and State 
Council meetings; and numerous committees to attend to 
industry activities such as Drying for Profit, irrigation, 
salinity, crop insurance, research, etc,. 

7.2 National Farmers Federation: Following withdrawal 
as a full member of the NFF, discussions were held with 
a view of becoming an associate member and retaining 
the benefits that the NFF provided. 

The ADFA negotiated an annual fee of $5,000, which 
didn't allow the ADFA to vote on issues at council 
meetings, but did allow access to industrial relations 
advocacy (although on a limited basis), access to press 
releases and attendance at NFF council meetings. 

Also through the NFF the ADFA has been able to tap 
into the network of other farming organisations as well as 
Government. 

During the 20th NFF Anniversary Council meeting held 
in May, both the Chairman and a board member 
attending the meeting, spent some time with the Prime 
Minister discussing issues affecting the dried fruits 
industry. 
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7.3 ADFA Shop: The ADFA Shop continues to provide an 
effective public relations and promotion outlet, 
showcasing dried fruits as part of a healthy lifestyle. 

The Shop also provides a significant fmancial 
contribution to the operation of the ADFA head office. 

7.4 Liaison and Media: The ADFA has continued its 
efforts to keep growers, other industry members, and the 
general public aware of major events within the dried 
fruits industry, and the issues facing it. 

The major vehicles in this regard have remained the local 
media, and the ADFA's publication the 'Australian Dried 
Fruits News'. 

The Board records its appreciation to the many members 
of the media who have assisted the ADF A over the last 
year. 

7.5 Government: The ADFA has maintained close liaison 
with Federal and State Governments, local Members of 

Parliament; the officers of various Government 
departments; the CSIRO; and the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board. 

The Board of Management records its sincere 
appreciation to all those who have assisted the dried 
fruits industry throughout the past year. 

7.6 Auditor: John Keogh has acted as the auditor to the 
ADFA and its affiliates for the 1998/99 fmancial year 
and will continue for 1999/2000. 

7. 7 Staff: The Board commends the highly professional and 
dedicated efforts of the ADF A staff. The dried fruits 
industry is extremely well served by the highly 
competent staff at both Head Office and the ADF A 
Shop. 

G.L. Robertson 
CHAIRMAN 
June, 1999. 

Membership of the ADFA 

From the Federal Council report above, growers will know 
where resources were spent over the past year. This report 
only highlights the major areas and initiatives that were faced. 
Listed below are some of the other activities that are being 
attended to by the ADF A. 

This listing highlights the extensive representation that is 
made on behalf of growers. 

Growers determining whether or not to financially support 
the ADFA, need to be aware that to have a voice that matters 
in the public arena, whether it is with the Government or 
Council or Private Groups, resources and support are required. 

Current membership fees are not covering operating costs. 
The ability of the ADF A to continue to represent growers at 
the levels where your voice count, is being jeopardised. The 
cost of providing/updating publications, seminars and forums 
for growers may need to be reviewed and perhaps restricted. 

The ADF A is appealing to growers to join the ADF A. The 
ADFA is not a bureaucratic organisation, growing and acting 
on it own accord. It is a grower organisation, owned by 
growers, run by growers, and representing the growers' best 
interests. 

Please complete a levy membership authority form. At a 
rate of $1 0/tonne when compared to returns of $1 ,600/tonnes, 
the cost is far outweighed by the benefits that the grower will 
derive. 

The following briefly lists where the ADFA's resources 
are used. Items listed are not in any particular order of 
importance. 

Industrial Relations - representation in dealing with unions, 
Industrial Relations Commission hearings, and answering 
grower queries in relation to the award. 

Promotional Activities - sending out recipes and photographs 
to the general media, recipes to enquiries from the public, 
and school project material to students/schools. 

Water & Environment - water & environment committee 
dealing with water issues, representation on the bulk water 
entitlement working group. 

Dried Fruits News - production of a magazine which keeps 
dried fruit growers abreast of industry happenings and 
technological advances. 

Riverlink - representation on the committee which 
encompasses the three State agricultural bodies plus 
CSIRO ensuring that duplication of project activities does 
not occur 

Spray Diary - includes spray, irrigation and chemical use 
recording. Is considered the leader in its field. 

N.F.F.- representation as an associate member. 
Drying for Profit -run program which disseminates research 

information and deals with production problems. 
A.D.F.B.- board represntation 
DFRDC- research and development body 
Government Liaison/Lobbying - dealing with government on 

grower related issues. 
Chemical Residue - representation on the committee which 

deals with monitoring levels of chemicals in dried fruit for 
domestic and export sales 

V AMVVIA Victorian and Murray Valley Vine 
Improvement Association - representation on committee 
dealing with production and distribution of vine cuttings. 

AQIS - Australian Quarantine and Inspection Services -
monitoring imports for risks associated with pests and 
diseases. 

Dried Fruits Trust Inc. - managing funds from the previom 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board for the development of tht 
dried fruits industry. 

Weed Seed Free Program - administered a program whicl 
fmancially rewards growers for delivering weed free fruit. 

Federal Council - annual general meeting of the ADFA, an1 
forum for discussing dried fruit issues. 

Crop Insurance - operating a hail and frost insurance scheme. 
Sunraysia!Riverland Forum - regional meetings to brief an 

discuss industry issues. 
Harvest Labour - representation on the committee, ensurin 

an adequate supply of labour during harvest. 
Viticultural Nursery - production of a source of cuttings 1 

root stocks. 
M.V.W.I.D.C. - Accounting/Secretary - provision of servic 

to the Murray Valley Wine Grape Industry Developme 
Committee. 

International Sultana Conference representation 
international forums. 

A.D.F.A. Shop- operation of successful industry retail ston 
Taxation Issues - deal with issues concerning growers, 

Accelerated depreciation, SGC, etc. 
Grower Quality Manual - production of growing guide 

produce quality dried fruit. 
Statistics - compiling of production and import figures 

Telephone Discount Scheme- operating a discount schen 
on residential and mobile telephones 
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CORDON BUNCH REMOVAL 

Cordon Bunch Removal 
For Mechanised Production of Dried Grapes 

by 
Mababubur Mollah - Sunraysia Horticultural Centre 

BACKGROUND 

In mechanised production of dried grapes the fruiting 
canes are cut, allowing the grapes to dry on the trellis. Fresh 
bunches remaining on replacement canes and on spurs are 
called cordon bunches. Berries from these fresh bunches may 
drop into dried grapes during mechanical harvesting, hence 
contaminating the fruit. Hand removal of cordon bunches in 
spring and at harvest time is expensive and often represents 
two-thirds of summer pruning cost. Consequently, the 
Sunraysia Horticultural Centre has undertaken research on 
mechanised cordon bunch removal on cooperating growers' 
properties. 

METHODS TRIED 

(Names of the recommended chemicals and application 
rates will be released at the conclusion of the project when 
results are verified) 

Since 1996, the following mechanical and chemical 
methods were trialed during spring with the aim of removing 
cordon bunches effectively with little or no shoot damage. 

Flame, steam, brush 

The application of naked flame and steam caused 
excessive damage to vine shoots and failed to remove cordon 
bunches to an acceptable level. 

A prototype machine with a set of brushes (Figure 1) had 
reasonable success, however it caused excessive damage by 
removing most of the shoot tips and scarring the shoots 
(Figure 2). Consequently, other removal techniques were 
pursued. 

Figure 1. A set of brushes in action removing 
cordon bunches. 

Different chemicals 
The effectiveness of the following chemicals on cordon 

bunch removal were investigated: 
• Caustic potash (90% potassium hydroxide) 
• Emulsion of caustic potash and grape drying oil (active 

constituent: 596 giL ethyl esters mixed in fatty acids) 
Emulsions of potassium carbonate and grape drying oil, 
and 
Dormant oil (active constituent: 861 giL petroleum oil) 
Hair spray (active constituents: alcohol, butane, propane 
etc) 
Burning sulfur 

Experimental spray machine 

To determine the most appropriate method of removing 
cordon bunches commercially- an enclosed hood spray 
applicator was designed and constructed. This spray 
applicator helped to determine: 
• Correct nozzle type 
• Nozzle orientation and pressure for effective coverage 
• The right chemical 
• Chernicalconcentration,and 
• Spray timing 

In 1998, the machine was field trialed using an emulsion 
of caustic potash and grape drying oil on Sultana and Carina 

Figure 2. Young shoot tips are damaged by the 
brushes. 

Currant vines (Figures 3 & 4) because this emulsion was most 
promising in terms of cordon bunch removal amongst 
different chemicals tested. However, there is concern 
regarding the future fruitfulness of shoots sprayed with this 
emulsion. More data will be collected during spring 1999 to 
draw a conclusion. 

It is expected that a commercial machine will be much 
simpler than the experimental machine. Full working 
drawings of the commercial machine will be released at the 
conclusion of the project. 

Nitrogen based fertiliser 

Solutions of Nitrogen based fertilisers, ammonium nitrate 
(eg NitramTM containing 17% N as nitrate and 17% N as 
ammonium ie a total of34% N) and urea (46% N, 1.5% biuret 
and other impurities) at specific strengths were sprayed on 
Carina Currant and Sultana as preliminary trials using a hand
held pump. 

Results have shown promise for nitrogen based fertilisers 
(Figures 5 & 6), but it is too early for any conclusions. 
Comprehensive trials using Nitram on Sultana and Carina 
Currant have been planned for the 1999 season. These trials 
will use the experimental spray applicator. 

SOME FINDINGS 
• Cordon bunch removal by chemicals is much more 

efficient than mechanical methods. 
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Figure 3 Spraying from on top 

• On Shaw Swingarm trellis, cordon bunches amount to 
approximately: 

• 7% of total crop on Sultanas (22% of this is compensated 
for in fruit yield if hand removed in spring) 

• 15% of total crop on Currants ( 48% of this is 
compensated for in fruit yield if hand removed in spring) 

These results are limited to one season for larger than 
average crops. 
• After hand removal in spring, about 1.5% of total crop 

still remains as cordon bunches on both Sultanas and 
Currants. It is considered uneconomical to remove these 
few bunches. 

• Results of some current chemical treatments causing 
minimal shoot damage are comparable to the results of 
hand removal treatments. 

Figure 4 Spraying from underneath 

Figure 5 A dead cordon bunch on Carina Currant 
vine after spraying with a solution of ammonium nitrate. 

It is anticipated that within several seasons, 
recommended method of cordon bunch removal will b 
available for commercial use. 
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Figure 6 Spraying with a solution of ure 
removed the fruit bunch without damaging the 
(flagged with blue tape). 
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SOIL NITROGEN AND COVER CROPS 

Managing Soil Nitrogen and Cover Crops for Optimal Vine Performance 
by 

Dr. Mike Treeby - CSIRO, Merbein 

Nitrogen (N) facts 
Generally, 
• most Australian soils are low in plant available N, 
• low N limits horticultural productivity in many parts of Australia, 
• plants take up N when it is in the mineral form, i.e. mostly nitrate and a little ammonium, 
• most N in the soil is in an organic form (soil micro-organisms or humus), and is not available to plant roots until 

converted to nitrate by the process of mineralisation, 
• N fertilisers are a small proportion of input costs for intensive horticultural production systems and 
• N is the principal nutrient in drainage water outflows from intensive horticultural production systems in the Murray

Darling Basin. 

In vineyards 
+ applied N is often not absorbed by vine roots because 

• a vine's requirement for N varies with growth stage, 
• rainfall or excessive irrigation may leach it out of the soil and 
• weeds or summer swards take up a significant proportion of available soil N, and 

+ winter cover crop residues can 
• be a major influence on soil organic N mineralisation, and 
• can be a source ofN in the following growing season. 

, 

Mike Treeby and Don Wheatley of CSIRO Plant Industry 
at Merbein and Graeme Sanderson of NSW Agriculture at 
Dareton have been conducting a major research project 
through the Co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture on 
the dynamics of N in vineyards to improve productivity and 
grape composition, and to reduce fertiliser wastage. Many 
Sunraysia growers have participated in parts of the study and 
some interesting results have already emerged. 

Based on soil nitrate measurements in 44 Sultana 
vineyards from bud burst to harvest four distinct trends in soil 
organic N mineralisation can be seen: 

1. steady mineralisation throughout season 
2. peak mineralisation near flowering 
3. peak mineralisation near veraison 
4. steadily increasing mineralisation over the season 

The relative impact of the trends on vine performance will 
depend on the level of soil nitrate, and the timing of peaks in 
relation to major periods of nitrate uptake by vine roots. 
Major uptake periods are thought to occur in the period from 
pre- flowering to veraison (berry softening) and from harvest 
to leaf fall. The research team has established precise 
relationships between N status of grafted and ungrafted vines 
and optimal yield performance. The N status of Sultanas at 
harvest has some implications for the storage characteristics 
of dried sultanas. 

Knowing the N status of your vines by testing petioles, 
and the vineyard soil's N mineralisation trend, it should be 
possible to design a N supply strategy to ensure there is 
always sufficient plant available N in the soil to achieve best 
results for your vineyard. 

There is considerable interest in using cover crops in 
vineyards for a variety of reasons, including improving soil 
structure and encouraging soil organisms. Legumes have 
long been known to fix atmospheric nitrogen and brassicas are 
ofte n used as bio-fumigants. The research team's studies 
have found that cover crops have a major influence on soil 
nitrate levels. Understanding how cover crops influence 
vineyard soil nitrate profiles will enable growers to predict 
soil nitrate levels in vineyards. Unfortunately much of our 
information on the species used as cover crops is based on 
broad acre cropping situations, and little is known about the 

Don Wheatley preparing samples for nitrate analysis 

effect of different cover crop residues in vineyards given 
normal viticultural practices, or managing the breakdown of 
those residues to our advantage. 

The research team collected information about the 
breakdown of 15 common cover crops as well as grapevine 
prunings. The results are worth a closer inspection by anyone 
thinking of establishing cover crops in their vineyard. 
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SOIL NITROGEN AND COVER CROPS j 
J 

Cover crops fall into three types according to the chemical 
composition of their residues. The level of specific 
component~xtractable poly-phenols and lignin- in 
relation to the level of N in the residues affects the rate at 
which residue N is released to the soil through conversion to 
nitrate. The Table below shows comparative rates at which N 
can be expected to become available from residues of selected 
cover crops from each of the three types. 

It can take around 30 weeks for Type I residues (including 
vine prunings, ryegrass and wheat) to decompose enough to 
begin releasing N; in fact they are likely to deplete soil N 
during that period. 

Type Representative 
species 

rye grass 
wheat 

vine prunings 

2 field peas 
triticale 

3 Parragio medic 
oats 

faba bean 

These results suggest that: 

In Sunraysia, the residues of Type 3 cover crop plants such 
as medics take around 6-9 weeks for mineralisation to peak 
after incorporation (cultivation) or mowing. 

Range of (extractable Weeks toN release 
poly-phenols + from residues 

lignin) to %N ratios 

13-31 more than 30 

4-5 12-15 

Less than 4 6-9 

• choice and management of cover crops can affect available soil N, 

• if correcting soil structural problems is the objective for growing cover crops choose one that is resistant to rapid 
breakdown 

• cover crops can tie up a large component of vineyard N, and depending on vineyard management and cover crop 
composition, this N is released to vineyard soils at varying rates 

Further information can be obtained from Dr. Mike Treeby, CSIRO Plant Industry, Horticulture Unit, Merbein, Victoria (phone 03 
5051 3100). 

The assistance of Angela Gackle in the preparation of this article is gratefully acknowledged. 

~ 

VINE NURSERY 
~ 

Quality first - No compromises 
PH. 5024 8812 

CATERING FOR PROGRESSIVE DRIED FRUIT GROWERS. 
REPLANTING? REDEVELOPING? EXPANDING? 

ORDER NOW FOR NEXT YEAR 

Varieties Available: Sunrnuscat on • Schwarzmann • 1103 Paulsen • K51 - 40 *140 Ruggeri 
1 yr old Carina on Ramsey. *1 yr old H5 on Ramsey 

Merbein Seedless on Ramsey 

'The future belongs to those who plant for it.' 

Phone: (03) 5024 8812 Fax: (03) 5024 8834 Mobile: 0407 309 961 Email: a _gordon@mildura.net.au 
P.O. Box 1054, Mildura, Vic. 3502 
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DRYING FOR PROFIT . 

Drying For Profit 
by 

Michael Pullen 

GRAPE Groups reactivate 

The 1999 harvest is now over and grape groups have 
reactivated. With the memory of this years harvest still fresh 
in growers minds, topics for grape group meetings have 
centered on post harvest vine management, with particular 
focus on pruning vines for trellis drying and trellis conversion 
from "Tee" to single cordon based systems. Many growers 
who trellis dried as a salvage strategy this year have identified 
that the practice has many benefits and are choosing to stay 
with the harvest method. Growers who need assistance in any 
aspect of trellis drying should contact the A.D.F.A. on 5023 
5174 or attend the next meeting of the GRAPE group in their 
particular area. 

Merbein GRAPE Group 

Recently, Lyn and Andrew Heaysman have taken over as 
GRAPE group coordinators for the Merbein area. In recent 
weeks there have been two meetings of the Group. The first 
topic was Post Harvest Vine Management, which was 
presented by Michael Treeby from the CSIRO. Michael's 
presentation focused particular attention on the needs of vines 
that had been trellis dried this past harvest, noting that a post 
harvest irrigation and the timely application of nitrogen were 
both important parts of vineyard management. Fourteen 
growers attended this meeting, which took place on May 3, 
1999. 

The second meeting of the Merbein group took place on 
June 10, to discuss aspects of trellis drying and participate in a 
farm walk on the ADF A vineyard and the property of Henry 
Tankard. Thirty-three growers attended the meeting. (see Red 
Cliffs meeting report for more information) 

Red Cliffs GRAPE Group 

The Red Cliffs GRAPE group met on June 8 at the ADF A 
Vineyard in Koorlong Avenue, Irymple where aspects of 
trellis drying were again the topic of discussion. This activity 
was jointly presented by Paul McClure and Kevin Sharman 
from Agriculture Victoria, who provided information on 
pruning management practices for vines on "Tee" trellis, 
including practical pruning hints in the vineyard. 

The twenty-two growers in attendance were also given 
information on the recent 
redevelopment of the ADF A 
vineyard and the EnviroSCAN 
irrigation scheduling system 
located on the property. 
Growers then visited the 
property of Henry Tankard 
and discussed the conversion 
of vines previously on "tee" 
trellis to a cordon based 

... ....., .... production system. Henry, 

Kevin Sharman (in 
f ront) addressing the 

Red Cliffs Growers 

with assistance from Robert 
O'Callaghan presented 
growers with valuable 
information on their trellis 
conversion and vine 
management practices, which 
Henry explained enabled a 
significant area of his 
vineyard to be redeveloped to 
a cordon based production 
system without crop 
reduction. 

Pomona GRAPE Group 

The Pomona GRAPE group met on Thursday June I 0 in 
the Pomona hall as part of the Pomona ADF A Branch Annual 
General Meeting. Michael Pullen presented an overview of 
the new Drying for Profit program, in particular its strategies 
and objectives. A number of possible activities were 

Growers admire a row on Henry Tankard's property. 

discussed, including the likelihood of a tour of Sunraysia 
district properties to investigate Swingarm trellis design 
options and view summer pruning equipment. The GRAPE 
Group leader in Pomona is Mark King and there were fourteen 
growers in attendance. 

Henry Tankard explains some of the finer details 
of vine mana$!ement with han$!in$! cane trellis. 

Nyah GRAPE Group 

The Nyah GRAPE group met on June 30 at the Tooleybuc 
Hotel. Guest speaker was Sue McConnell, Quality Assurance 
Development Officer with Agriculture Victoria. Sue provided 
information on a Quality Assurance based project for dried 
grape producers that she had recently completed. Thirty-six 
growers and industry representatives attended the meeting. 
Nyah's GRAPE Group leader is Brian Boulton, from Vinifera. 
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DRYING FOR PROFIT I 
lrymple/Mildura GRAPE Group 

Pruning vines for trellis drying, and trellis conversion from 
"Tee" to single cordon trellis systems was again the topics for 
growers from the lrymple/Mildura GRAPE group, that met on 
the property of Owen & Edward Lloyd on Friday June 25. A 
total of 53 growers and packer representatives attended the 
session, which covered important information for growers 
planning to trellis dry in future years. The activity included a 
farm walk through the Lloyd' s vineyard, to see the range of 
Shaw trellis designs and different varieties produced on the 
property. The GRAPE group leader for lrymple/Mildura is 
John Hawtin. 

Bindoon/Cbittering GRAPE Group 

Due to geographical location, the Bondoon/Chittering 
GRAPE Group operates differently to other groups. The group 
meets at the same time as the Western Australian ADFA 
branch, and information on recent industry developments in 
Eastern State' s is forwarded via industry publications or 
videotape. Growers in Western Australia are dedicated dried 
grape growers who largely support the move to mechanised 
production systems. ln particular growers in the region are 
keen to obtain information on recent developments with the 
Shaw trellis system and the new radial head harvester. Drying 
for Profit is presently working with growers from the region to 
organise a tour of the Sunraysia area. The GRAPE Group 
leader in Western Australia is Grant McLennan. 

Riverland GRAPE Group 

Grape group coordinators in the Riverland of South 
Australia are Jeff Mortimer of Waikerie and Robert Dixon of 
Cadell. Both Jeff and Robert are dedicated trellis driers who 
are keen to extend the mechanisation message to growers in 
their respective regions. 

Growers at the River/and group meeting being shown swing arm 
trellis 

A joint group meeting with the Red Cliffs GRAPE group 
was held on July 27. Nine growers from Red Cliffs traveled 
to Waikerie and Cadell by bus to meet with fourteen growers 
from SA. The purpose of the activity was to exchange 
information of property redevelopment and current trellis 
drying methods. A barbecue lunch was prepared by the 
Dixon' s and was enjoyed by everyone. 

A tour of Sunraysia vineyards is presently being planned 
which will allow SA growers to obtain fi!St hand information 
on local property redevelopment strategies. The tour is 
planned for September this year. Interested growers should 
contact Michael Pullen or their local GRAPE group leader for 
more information. 

Other Activities 

Review of Effects of 1999 Season Sultana Crop Damage 

The adverse weather conditions experienced in February 
caused significant problems for growers throughout the 

producing area. Of particular concern to many growers was 
why some crops escaped almost unscathed and others were 
almost destroyed, even though conditions and crops appeared 
similar. 

At the request of lcymple grower Richard Johnstone, 
Drying for Profit facilitated a meeting of district growers and 
representatives from CSIRO and NSW Agriculture on May 19 
to discuss the effects of this year's adverse weather and 
associated crop damage. 

The information obtained at the meeting is presently being 
collated and should form the basis for the development of an 
industry strategy, which could be implemented if similar 
weather conditions again prevailed. 

Mildura & District Horticultural Field Days 

Drying for Profit' s site at this year Horticultural Field day 
presented information and displays on a wide range of 
industry related issues, including Integrated Pest Management, 
New Dried Grape Varieties, Spring Crown Bunch Removal, 
Mechanised Production Systems, Quality Assurance for Dried 
Grape Growers and the services offered by the Sunraysia 
Rural Counselling Service. 

Also on display were two dried grape harvesters, th1 
recently launched 1999 model Shaw Radial Head Harvester 
manufactured by the Mildura Co Operative Fruit Compan~ 
Ltd, and the harvester built by Red Cliffs growers Davi1 
Lyons, Lex French and John Hunt. 

Dried Fruit harvesters at the Field Days. The red machine on 
right was built by David Lyons, Lex French and John !junt 

Experimental spraying canopy for crown bunch 
removal on display at the Field Days 
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LAUNCH OF NEW HARVESTER 

An estimated 5000 to 6000 people attended the field days, 
with the majority of them visiting the Drying for Profit site 
and the information caravan. Many thanks to Merry! Whyte 
from Riverlink and Fred Hancock from the Sunraysia 
Horticultural Centre for their assistance and involvement over 
the two days. 

Included as part of the two day activity was a competition 
for visitors to the DFP site, which was won by Fred Rouse, of 
Red Cliffs. Fred won lunch for four people to the value of $50 
at the ADF A shop. Congratulation Fred! 

ADF A Federal Council Presentation 

At the 1999 ADFA Federal Council meeting, retrrmg 
Drying for Profit Chairman Gary Thomas reported on the 

activities and achievements of the program over the past 12 
months. Mr Thomas was pleased to report that participation 
rates among growers was at an all time high and continuing to 
grow. He commended the efforts of each respective grape 
group leader and thanked fellow members of the DFP 
Management Committee. 

At the entry to the venue, DFP presented a promotional 
display of activities, signage and literature presented as part of 
the program. Dried Fruit Quality manuals and the "Shaw" 
Swingarm trellis video were also on display and in great 
demand. 

Launch Of The Shaw Radial Head Harvester 

The new Shaw Radial Head Harvester was formally 
launched on April 29, at the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre 
(SHC) in Koorlong Ave, lryrnple. Approximately 30 invited 
guests attended the launch, which had as it guest speakers 
Senator Judith Troath via video, Mr Ivan Shaw, the designer 
of the Shaw trellis system and the Radial Head Harvester and 
Mr Mark Hancock, Executive Director from the Mildura Co 
Operative Fruit Co Ltd, who built the harvester under contract 
for the Dried Fruits Research & Development Council 
(DFRDC). 

In welcoming guests to the launch, Acting Institute 
Director Mr Keith Leamon advised that the building of the 
harvester was a collaborative effort between the Department 
of Natural Resources & Environment, the Dried Fruits 
Research & Development Council ·and the Mildura Co 
Operative Fruit Company. Mr Leamon emphasised that for 
the Dried Fruits industry to remain competitive it must 
mechanise and he highlighted the costs savings associated 
with mechanised production systems. 

Attendees viewing, and talking about the new Shaw 
Harvester 

Ivan Shaw then explained why the Research Council had 
agreed to fund the project and what had been achieved to this 
point in time. Ivan stated that in early 1980's he had 
identified the need to make changes to his trellis design to 
enable the management of the system to be fully mechanised. 
He explained that his trellis design had evolved over the years, 
from the early Christmas tree design to the present day 
Swingarm concept. Ivan indicated that the harvester had 
successfully operated during this year's harvest, and through 
the Drying for Profit program, would continue to do so in the 
future. 

In her 15 minute address, Senator Judith Troath 
highlighted the need for research and development to improve 

productivity in Agriculture and commended all those 
individuals and organisations involved in the project, in 
particular the harvesters designer, Mr Ivan Shaw for his vision 
and mechanical aptitude. Senator Troath noted that this was a 
excellent example of a partnership between industry and 
government to enhance Australian horticulture. 

Senator Troath congratulated the Dried Fruits Research & 
Development Council for identifying and supporting the 
building of the harvester and the Mildura Co-Operative Fruit 
Company for building the Harvester. Senator Troath then 
formally launched the harvester. 

Mr. Fred Hancock (SHC) talking to growers about 
the newShaw Harvester which is visible behind him 

Guests were then invited to view the harvester in the 
grounds of the Sunraysia Horticulture Centre. Executive 
Director of the Mildura Co Operative Fruit Company, Mark 
Hancock stated that the Mildura Co Operative Fruit Company 
was delighted to be a part of the project and was keen to be 
involved if growers required additional harvesters. Mr 
Hancock acknowledged the contribution of his chief engineer 
Phillip Robertson, before presenting the harvester 
specification documents to DFRDC Chairman, Prue 
McMichael. Fred Hancock (SHC) then presented the harvester 
to the audience and demonstrated the hydraulics and fruit 
collection system. 
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SPRAY APPLICATION FOR POWDERY MILDEW 

Improved Spray Application for Powdery Mildew on Grapevines 
by 

Michelle Warren & Alison MacGregor 

Precise application of insecticides and fungicides is 
essential for maintaining effective disease control while 
minimising chemical inputs. A research project involving 
Agriculture Victoria (Knoxfield and Irymple) and CSIRO in 
Canberra is looking at ways to enhance the precision of spray 
applications in viticulture. 

To predict the biological efficacy of chemical spray 
deposits delivered by commercially available spray 
equipment, Agriculture Victoria (Knoxfield) developed 
laboratory bioassays for several insect pests and diseases. The 
relationship between sulphur deposits and powdery mildew 
control was the first to be investigated because sulphur is one 
of the most commonly used fungicides. Moreover, growers 
have reported difficulties controlling powdery mildew in their 
vineyards despite following recommended spray regimes. 

Dose-response curves were generated in the laboratory to 
determine how much sulphur needs to be deposited onto a leaf 
to achieve powdery mildew control. Grapevines (Chardonnay) 
were sprayed with various concentrations of sulphur 
inoculated with powdery mildew spores and kept under 
conditions favourable for infection. Spore germination on 
sprayed leaves relative to unsprayed leaves was used to 
measure the effect of sulphur dose (Figure 1). Using this curve 
the dose of sulphur per cm2 of leaf area needed to prevent 
99% of the spores from germinating (ED99) was estimated as 
2.3 J.Lg/cm2

. 
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Figure 1 Sulphur dose ug/cm squared 

Deposits applied by typical commercial spray applications 
were measured in a series of replicated field trials on northern 
and southern Victorian vineyards to determine if this effective 
dose of sulphur was achieved on the targeted leaves. In one of 
these trials vines were sprayed with sulphur using an air-shear 
sprayer (234 L!hectare, concentrate spraying) and an air-blast 
(81 0 Llhectare, dilute spraying) operated according to 
manufacturers' recommendations. The amount of sulphur (per 
cm2

) deposited on outer and inner leaves of the canopy was 
measured by chemical residue analysis and results are 
presented in Figure 2. The bioefficacy of these deposits has 
been predicted by the ED99 value, which has been included on 
the graph. 

The doses of sulphur deposited by both these spray 
application were below the ED99 value, and so would not be 

expected to provide adequate control of powdery mildew on 
inner leaves. 

In many of the spray applications made during the trials, 
particularly those on dense canopies later in the season, 
sulphur residues on leaves were below the ED99. These 
applications would not have provided control of powdery 
mildew on the innermost leaves. 

Results from this work suggest that the poor efficacy of 
sulphur in the control of powdery mildew reported by many 
growers may be due to application of inadequate dose, 
especially on inner leaves of dense canopies. 

In its next phase this project will investigate the ED99 for a 
range of fungicides. And a technique is being developed for 
growers to assess whether the dose applied is adequate for 
disease control. This project is funded by the Grape and Wine 
Research and Development Corporation, Agriculture Victoria 
and the Cooperative Research Centre for Viticulture. 

Figure 2 

Airblast Airshear 
2.4 kg/Ha 3.3 kg/Ha 

Machine type & sulphur 
application rate 

The Dried Fruits Research and Development Council are 
also now collaborators in this research program, recently 
funding an investigation into appropriate spray volumes to 
consistently optimise spray applications in the large canopies 
used in mechanised dried fruit production . 

Contacts: . 
Michelle Warren, Agriculture Victoria 03 9210 9271 
Alison MacGregor, Agriculture Victoria 03 5051 4500 

MADEC Jobs Australia 
The MADEC Labour Office is now 

available all year around as a 
FREE service to growers. 

For all your casual labour 
requirements call the 

MADEC Labour Office Hotline 
5022 1797 

8:00am- 7:00pm 
Monday to Friday 
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FIELD DAYS 

Mildura & District Horticultural Field Days 
by 

Michael Pullen 

Mr Geof!Syme, Secretary of the 
Mildura and District Horticultural 

Field Days 

This years Mildura & 
District Horticultural 
Field days are 
considered by many as 
the most successful ever, 
with approximately 
6,000 people visiting the 
Sunraysia Institute of 
T AFE farm site on May 
25 and 26. 

Field day Secretary 
Geoff Syme said that he 
was delighted with the 
number of field day sites 
and the effort made by 
exhibitors to promote 
their respective 
businesses and he hoped 
that in future years more 

could be accommodated. Mr Syme said that although 
attendance was down on each of the morning sessions due to 
cold conditions, numbers improvement significantly by late 
morning and by lunch time all exhibitors reported large 
numbers on site. Mr Syme praised the efforts of growers 
associated with the Mildura Branch of the ADFA, who helped 
set up the field day site and manage activities over the two 
days. 

On the second day of activities, awards were presented to 
exhibitors at the field days, the first for best commercial 
display and the second for best machinery display. Awards 
were also presented to winners in the gadget alley competition 
and the dried vine fruit quality competition (see separate 
article), which has been introduced for the first time this year. 
All awards were presented by Mildura ADF A branch 
Chairman Mr Alan Lyell and special guest, Mr Ross Lake in 
his capacity as Chairman of SunRISE 21 , who in addition to 
presenting the awards officially opened the Field Days. 

Geoff Syme and his wife Marilyn operated a dried fruit 
property in Fern A venue, lrymple for 17 years. Geoff became 
a member of the committee of the Mildura District Dried 
Fmits Association in 1991 and became Secretary of the 
Association in 1993, when the position became vacant. 

His involvement in the Mildura and District Horticultural 
Field Days, (until recently known as the Mildura Gadget and 

GBC Motors stand- winner of the best machinery 
stand 

Machinery Field Days) began in 1996, after he had sold his 
property and thought be would have enough free time to take 
on the task as Organising Secretary. After this years event 
Geoff said that the task of organising the field days is 
interesting, challenging and rewarding and contrary to popular 
belief does not appear to encourage ulcers. 

In addition to his Field days activities Geoff and his wife 
Marilyn are actively involved in their stamp and coin 
dealership and bookkeeping service. 

With Geoffs dedication and leadership and the support of 
the grower members of the Mildura Dried Fruits Association 
the Mildura and District Horticultural Field days are enjoying 
unrivaled success as the premium field days in the SUDJ'aysia 
region 

~~--~·---k--~~---~~--· 

Growmart lAMA stand - winner of the best commercial stand. 
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FIELD DAYS I 
Fruit Quality Competition 

Most readers will remember that the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board used to award a prize each year at the annual Gadget 
and Machinery Field Days for the Best Dried Sultanas. With 
the winding up of the VDFB this prize was not awarded in 
1998. 

The Mildura District Dried Fruits Association, the 
organisers of the Field Days, feeling that this was an 
unfortunate and undesirable backward step decided to attempt 
to continue the tradition. They also decided that they would 
expand it beyond being for sultanas only. 

It was decided to make awards for various varieties and 
separately for rack and trellis dried fruit. While recognising 
that it would involve comparing 'apples ' with 'oranges' and 
probably would give the judges a few headaches, it was also 
decided to give the original perpetual award used by the 
VDFB to the fruit judged to be the best overall. 

Organising it did require the co-operation of the packing 
sheds. The V.D.F.B. had access to their own samples of fruit, 
the M.D.D.F.A. does not have such access. The packing sheds 
were approached and willingly offered their co-operation, 
made samples available, and assisted in setting up the 'paper 
trail' that was necessary to ensure that the judges would not 
know the names of the producers of the fruit. The paper trail 
had to allow the samples to be traced back not only to the 
producer, but also to the actual fruit in the shed. This was 
necessary for checking that they were genuine samples of a 
delivered load and not a carefully selected oddment - not that 
it was suggested that anybody would do such a thing. 

This year the weather ensured that the judges had no 
problem fmding the best overall. The winning sample was 
beautiful fruit and certainly deserved the prize however being 
raisins it did gain an advantage. Most other varieties had 
suffered to some degree from the weather, however the 
samples were a credit to their growers who had all managed to 
produce good fruit despite the weather. 

The individual variety winners for 1999 were:-
Sultanas (Rack Dried) Stevens & Wade- Robinvale 
Sultanas (Trellis Dried) S. E. & L. M. Hegedus - Curlwaa 
Currants (Rack Dried) M. S. & L. J. Richards - Mildura 
Currants (Trellis Dried) G. R. & D. M. Tiller- Irymple 
Raisins M & D. W. Farnsworth- Irymple 
Sunmuscat B. J. & B. L. Evans - Mildura Sth 

The best overall was:
Raisins M & D. W. Farnsworth- Irymple 

There are now a number of plaques proudly hanging on 
shed, office or lounge room walls with these growers probably 
hoping to make up a collection of them. 

Next year awards will be made to the same categories of 
fruit and drying methods. Something for all growers to try for. 
Maybe you can stop this year's winners from adding to their 
collection and start one of your own. 

We can all just hope that the weather won't make the job 
quite so difficult. 

Mildura District Dn"ed Fruits Association 
Chairman Alan Lyell introduces Mr Ross Lake, 

Chairman of SunRISE 21. 

Mr Lake presents the Best Machinery Site 
award to Mr Ron Barker, of GBC Motors. 

Mr Kevin Sayers, ofGrowmart lAMA accepts 
the Best Commerical Site award from Mr Lake. 

Mr David Lyons of Red Cliffs accepts his award 
for Best Gadget at the Field days 

Mr Lake presents equal r prize to Mr Steve 
Siladi, for his protective spray shield for 

tractors" design. 

Mr Luke Lindset accepts his equal 2"d prize f or 
a hoop & punch machine from Mr Lake. 
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ADFA Meets with 
Parliamentary Secretary 

The ADFA met with Warren 
Entsch, Parliamentary Secretary 
assisting the Minister for Industry, 
Science and Resources, during a visit 
to Sunraysia in April 1999. 

Mr. Entsch provided a briefmg on 
changes to the Country of Origin 
Labeling. 

Amendments to the Trade 
Practices Act has clarified the use of 
the most common country of origin 
descriptors, including 'made in' and 
'product of representations. 

It is envisaged that these changes 
will clarify origin details on products, 
thus allowing consumers to make 
informed decisions when purchasing 
goods. 

Mr. Entsch's visit also provided an 
opportunjty for the ADF A to voice 
concerns it has with the cost impact of 
compulsory superannuation on 
growers. 

Simplification of the Dried 
Fruits Award 

The Australian Industrial Relations 
Committee conducted a hearing 
during April 1999 to consider a 
revised draft of the Dried Fruits 
Award. 

The award was redrafted in 
accordance with Federal Government 
directives in simplifying all awards 
across Australia. 

Essentially the redrafted award has 
not changed any of the provisions as 
contained in the original award. 

Representing dried fruit growers at 
the hearing were Richard Calver (NFF 
legal counsel), and Les Kadziela 
(ADFA Executive Officer). 

The Commissioner highlighted 
minor changes still requiring attention 
an set a date in July to formalise the 
simplified award. 

ADFA Spray Diary 
Incorporated Into DVF Manual 

The format of this years' spary & 
Irrigation diary has been altered to that 
of previous years format, which 
growers would be more familiar with. 

The recording of spray and 
irrigation scheduling will now form 
part of the DVF manual, rather than a 
stand-a-lone booklet. 

This will allow growers to take 
advantage of the disease identification 
photographs already in the manual. 

It is expected that refills for each 
season will be sent out to growers 
together with an updated information 
in registered chemicals. 

Dried Fruits Industry News 

It is expected that in future, this 
diary will be in a triplicate format with 
a copy being supplied to processors 
for quality assurance delivery 
purposes. 

Growers who have not received a 
copy of the spray & irrigation 
recording documentation, should 
contact the ADFA. 

ADFA Supports Retention of the 
Export Control Act. 

The ADFA forwarded a 
submission to the Federal Government 
supporting the retention of the Export 
Control Act, as part of an NCP review 
on this legislation. 

This Act deals with ensuring that 
dried fruit comply with a specified 
export standard and trade description, 
comes from a registered establishment 
and is stored and transported 
according to health and safety 
standards. 

The ADFA believes that the ACT 
, ensures all dried fruit products 

destined for export meet a verifiable 
standard which can be relied upon by 
overseas markets. 

Creation of a Horticultural Peak 
Industry Body Flawed 

The ADFA attended a workshop in 
Melbourne to discuss the creation of a 
Horticultural Peak Industry Body. 

It appears that there is a push to 
create a horticultural body, 
encompassing all aspects of the 
production, selling, distribution and 
lobbying chain. 

Adequate funding and the range of 
self interest groups appear to be the 
stumbling block. 

It is not envisaged that the ADF A 
would become part of this new peak 
body at this stage, as the dried fruits 
industry needs are being met through 
membership with the National 
Farmers Federation. 

GST Threat to Dried Fruits 
Highlighted 

The ADF A made representations 
to the Government and the Democrats 
when it became known that the GST 
would impact unfavourably on dried 
fruit products. 

The initial defmition of GST 
taxable bread stipulated that only 10% 
by weight would be allowable on 
dried fruit. 

Therefore all fruit breads and 
Easter bread products would be taxed. 

This would see fruited bread 
products unfairly priced against 
substitutes or a reduction in the 
quantity of dried fruits used in each 
loaf. 

The ADFA argued it case to the 
treasurer and the leader of the 
Democrats. 

It was also unclear bow cereal 
products would be treated. 

The ADFA maintained that all 
bakery products should be GST free, 
except those intended as a meal and/or 
are identical to those sold through fast 
food or take-aways. 

Hail Insurance Launched for 
1999/2000 Season 

The ADFA has launched its 
1999/2000 Hail insurance Scheme. 

Growers who had insured last 
season but have yet to receive a 
renewal should contact the ADF A. 

The scheme now in it 22"d year of 
operation provides one of the most 
competitive Hail Insurance scheme 
available. 

Cover has been extended to 
include all young vines planted this 
season with the sum insured value 
increased to take into account the 
additional year of lost production as 
well as the additional cost of re
training. 

Application forms are available 
from the ADFA at 31 Deakin Avenue, 
Mildura, or phone (03) 5023-5174. 

Changes to Superannuation 
Put on Hold 

Plans to give employees a choice 
of superannuation funds has been 
deferred until at least July 1, 2000 

Under the plan, growers must offer 
their workers one of the following 
three options: 
• Having their super paid into any 

fund 
• The choice of one of four super 

funds and detailed infoimation 
about each. 

• Negotiating a super fund through a 
workplace agreement or contract. 

The scheme has come under fire 
from the Opposition and the 
Democrats who claim that it will only 
give choice to employers. 

Also deferred was plans to allow 
people earning less than $900 per 
month to opt out of putting their 
superannuation away until retirement. 

Alliance to deal with 
Superannuation Issues Formed 

The ADFA met with 
representatives from the Northern 
Victoria Fruit Growers Association, 
VFF and the Tobacco Growers 
Association, to discuss concerns on 
the impact of superannuation of 
growers. 
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One of the main issues to discuss 
was the Senate's recommendation to 
the government to change the SGC 
threshold $450 per month to a 
quarterly amount ofless than $1,350. 

Unfortunately, the government 
rejected this. Some hope of lobbying 
on this issue was seen as promising 
given that there was support in the 
senate. 

Other issues such as choice of 
funds and indexing the SGC threshold 
was formulated into motions to be 
presented to the VFF and NFF 
meetings. 

It is hoped that lobbying from a 
variety of sections from the primary 
industries could sway the government 

Imports of Dried Fruit Bit New 
Heights 

Imports of Sultanas for the year 
ended February 28, 1999, reached 
9,958 tonnes, up 25% on the previous 
year. Imports came mainly from 
Turkey, (6,952 t) with Iran (1,959 t) 
coming second. 1 

Importation of currants was 2,261 
tonnes, up 4% on last year. Greece 

Dried Fruits Industry News 

was the major supplier accounting for 
86% of imports. 

Apricot imports was 3,845 tonnes, 
up 5.79% on the previous year. 
Turkey represents 84.5% of imports 
whilst China & South Africa each has 
6% of the market. 

Commission Approves Safety 
Net Wage Increase 

The Industrial Relations 
Commission has awarded a safety net 
increase of $12 per week, which will 
affect workers under the Dried Fruits 
Award. 

This increase is not payable until 
the A WU applies to the Commission 
for application to the Dried Fruits 
A ward. It is expected that the increase 
may come into effect from September 
15, 1999. 

Whilst this has not taken place as 
yet, growers will need to make 
provisions for this increase. 

The ADFA will notify growers 
through the media once this increase is 
approved and its effective date. 

IEDs & FMDs 
by 

Cooperative Research Centre for 
Viticulture Obtains Funding 
The CRCV has secured funding 

for a further seven years. 
The function of the CRCV is to 

provide funding for research projects 
which directly relate to viticulture. 

The ADF A is a member of the 
CRCV, together with CSIRO and 
various universities who contribute to 
the management of the organisation 

Growers -Have Your Say 
The ADF A would like to give 

growers the opportunity to comment 
on the industry. 

Comments could be on any topic 
and can be critical, favourable of 
industry happenings, or just seek 
information. 

Letters will be published in this 
publication. 

Address details are located on page 
2. 

So please write - we would like to 
hear from you. 

ALAN WILLIAMSON THOMSONS- ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISERS 

CONVERT YOUR INCOME EQUALISATION DEPOSITS 
(IEDs) TO FARM MANAGEMENT DEPOSITS (FMDs) 

Primary Producers with deposits in the lED Scheme 
must convert them to the new Farm Management Deposit 
Scheme by 30th November 1999. Any deposits not 
transferred will be repaid to the owner and regarded as 
taxable income in this financial year. 

WHAT IS THE FARM MANAGEMENT DEPOSIT 
(FMD)? 

These are secure investments similar to term deposits that 
allow Primary Producers to set aside pre-tax income earned 
during good years and to redeem these in a future year of 
lower income. 
HOW IS THE NEW SCHEME DIFFERENT FROM THE 

OLD? 

The lED Scheme was administered by the Department of 
Primary Industry and Energy. The government has 
commercialised the product by requesting fmancial 
institutions to provide and administer FMD's. Most banks 
now have a Farm Management Deposit Account available. 

Under the new scheme interest is paid on 100% of the 
investment. Under the old scheme interest was only paid on 
61% of the deposit. 

There can be marked differences between the rates offered 
by the various banks, therefore comparisons should be made. 
Surveys have revealed differences of up to 1% in the popular 
1 year term. Thornsons have found the Primary Industry Bank 

of Australia (PillA) the top rate provider and can provide 
growers with application forms. 

CHARACTERISTICS OF FARM MANAGEMENT 
DEPOSITS 
• Must be deposited for at least 12 months to qualify as an 

FMD and therefore provide you with a tax deduction. 
• Deposits must be lodged with the same fmancial 

institution each year but total deposits can be transferred 
to an alternative fmancial institution. 

• A Farm Management Deposit cannot be used as security 
for a loan. 

• FMD's withdrawn are taxable income in the year of 
withdrawal. 

• Minimum deposit $1,000 and total deposits of any one 
depositor must not total more than $300,000. 

• Each depositor's non-primary production taxation income 
must not be more than $50,000. 

• Withholding tax of 20% is deducted from amounts 
withdrawn and this becomes a tax credit for you in the 
year of the withdrawal. It is possible to apply under 
genuine hardship provisions to have the withholding tax 
waived. 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE CONVERSION OFFER 

Primary Producers are advised to transfer any lED's to the 
new scheme prior to 30th November 1999. The advantages to 
be obtained from a more competitive system are higher 
returns and choice of investment terms. Growers can use 
FMD's as a risk management strategy to defer taxable income 
in a good year and include this in a poorer year. 
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Grower Profile 

Brian Boulton 

Brian Boulton has become a member of the 
ADF A Board of Management in July 1999 

Brian Boulton is 
a third generation 
dried fruit grower 
from the Vinifera 
district adjoining 
Swan Hill. 

Brian's parents 
and grand parents 
worked the soil 
in the Vinifera 
area since the 
turn of the 
century. His 
grand parents 
having come 
from a Mallee 
broad acre farm. 

In his early 
years Brian 
didn't fancy 
drying grapes 
and thought he 
would try his 
luck in the city. 

Unfortunately, Melbourne was not what it was cracked up 
to be with Brian returning to the Vinifera district and taking 
up the running of the family farm in 1954. 

In 1967 Brian married Iris from Tooleybuc, which is an 
adjoining district over the river. Brian and Iris have 2 children. 
Jenny who lives in Darwin, and Brendan who works on the 
farm. 

Brian with his son operate a 75 acre property consisting of 
dried fruit and wine grape varieties. 

Brian has adopted the Swing Arm trellis system which he believes 
has the potential to reduce operating costs 

Brian has been a member of the Mid-Murray branch of the 
ADFA for many years and has recently been elected to the 
ADFA Board ofManagement. 

Brian's involvement in the dried fruits industry spans 
many years of dedicated work on issues and committees. 
Some of these have included: member of the local water users 
committee; current member of the Catchment Management 
Authority; director of the Nyah Fruitgrowers Packing Co.; and 
grape group leader under the ADFA's Drying for Profit 
program. 

Brian has identified mechanical harvesting as a significant 
cost saving factor and has over the past several years 
redeveloped his property to take up the new technologies and 
new grape varieties to stay competitive. 

Brian has adapted this grape harvester to handle dried fruit trellises 

When asked what he saw as the greatest advance over the 
years that he has dried fruit, he answered that the move to cold 
dipping of fruit and the trellis drying of fruit. 

He has 
expressed 
concern over the 
recent decline in 
clle number of 
dried fruit 
growers and the 
productive 
capacity of the 
industry. He 
believes that for 
the industry to 
remain 
competitive the 
production for 
dried fruit would 
need to be 
maintained at 
around 45,000 
tonnes. 

There 
also 
over 
direction 

was 
concern 

the 
that 

Quality 
Assurance (QA) 
programs are heading. Whilst he believes that quality is very 
important, the systems that are being touted by consultants 
will do little to improve overall quality. 

Brian and his son love to spend time in the shed building 
things. Apart from modifying their grape harvester they have 
built: a self driven pruning machine; a boxing machine; three 
sprayers for vines, rack and trellis drying; a motor bike trailer; 
a cultivator ripper; and many, many more items. 

In his spare time, Brian has a love of cricket. In his earlier 
days as a player, and later as an avivid supporter of the Nyah 
District Cricket Club. He has been made a life member of the 
club and continues to support the club through membership of 
the committee 
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LOOK INTO THE PAST 

Cont'dfrom Dried Fruits News April 1999 ... 

.. ... About 1892 sales of land by the Chaffeys diminished, the 
growers could not sell their fruit profitably, and hence could 
not pay their rates to the Mildura Irrigation Company. In 
addition there were local troubles; little 
was known about the drying of fruit, 
soils which became salty, and cultural 
problems generally; many of the fruit 
stocks sold by nurserymen were found 
on maturity to be valueless; dissension 
grew between many dissatisfied growers 
and the Chaffeys. Such troubles were 
intensified by the isolation of the 
settlement, which still had no railway. 

At the end of 1895 Chaffey Bros Ltd. 
was forced into liquidation; all their 
property went to the debenture holders 
and George Chaffey returned to 
America, having lost everything. Some 
of settlers left but most were able to 
carry on. The Mildura Irrigation Co. was 
replaced by the First Mildura Irrigation 
Trust, a locally elected authority 
responsible for the machinery, channels 
and irrigation works. This Trust is still 
functioning. 

The next few years continued to be 
difficult for the 500 or so settlers who remained, but 
conditions gradually improved. Organised marketing of dried 
fruits (1896), and the completion of the railway (1903) were 
two important factors in the regeneration of the settlement. 

Merbein 

By 1908 the Mildura settlement had become prosperous, 
but the growers through their organisations were discouraging 

any further plantings of vines, as they considered the market 
for dried fruits could not easily be increased. When the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission of Victoria decided to 
irrigate the Merbein district, the west of the Mildura 
settlement, the intention was that it should be used for lucerne 
growing and dairying. Five thousand acres of Crown land 
divided into 150 blocks were made available for selection as 

lucerne growing properties, and with 
each block a settler could also take up 
640 acres of dry land in the country to the 
west of the irrigation area. 

The land was purchased from the 
Crown by settlers under ' closer 
settlement' conditions; the government 
made advances of money up to sixty per 
cent of the value of improvements carried 
out by the settler; these advances, 
together with the original price of the 
land, were repayable by half-yearly 
installments over 311/l years at 41/l per 
cent interest; until all this money was 
repaid the settler held the land as a 
'crown selection lease' . By June 1910 all 
the blocks were taken up. 

Although the settlement was planned 
for lucerne growing, plantings of 
orchards soon began, and the high prices 
for dried fruit during the 1914-18 war 
established the area a fruit-growing 
settlement. Some of the large 50-acre 

blocks were divided into smaller blocks for orchards· but the 
average size of holdings has remained greater in the older 
parts of Merbein than in any other settlement, and this is 
reflected in the prosperity of the growers. Between 1917 and 
1921 the Merbein 
irrigation area 
was extended to 
Birdwoodton and 
Merbein West, to 
make provision 
for soldier 
settlers under 
soldier settlement 
condition. The 
extensions 
consisted of 
about 150 blocks 
of 15 acres each. 
The small 
township of 
Merbein became 
a thriving centre 
for the 
settlement. 
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BERRY RAISIN MUFFINS 

2 cups wholemeal self-raising flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
60g butter, melted 
1/4 cup honey 
1 cup milk 
1 egg, lightly beaten 
2/3 cup Sunbeam seeded raisins, 

chopped 
1 punnet of your favourite berries 

(bluberries, raspberries, 
blackberries) or 1 x 425g can 
berries, well drained or 125g 
frozen berries 

3/4 cup Sunbeam seeded raisins, 
chopped 

Sift together the flour and baking 
powder returning husks to sifted 
mixture. Melt the butter with the 
honey, pour into the dry ingredients 
with the milk and lightly beaten egg 
combining all ingredients well. Stir in 
the chopped seeded raisins and lastly 
fold in the berries, being careful not to 
break up the berries too much. Spoon 
mixture into greased deep muffm tins 
filling 2/3 full and bake in a moderate 
oven for 20-25 minutes or until 
cooked when tested. If desired serve 
with butter and glazed with a little 
warm honey. 

HAM AND POTATO CREPES 

500g lean ham, diced 
2 egg yolks, lightly beaten 
4 spring onions, finely chopped 
2 tablespoons yoghurt or sour cream 
1 tablespoon fmely chopped parsley 
2 tablespoons parmesan cheese 

(optional) 

DRIED FRUIT DELIGHTS 

3/4 cup Sunbeam seeded raisins, 
chopped 

12 crepes 

Mushroom Sauce: 
1 tablespoon butter 
500g mushrooms, sliced 
1 tablespoon plain flour 
1 cup yoghurt or sour cream 

In a mixing bowl combine the 
ham, egg yolks, spring onions, 
yoghurt or sour cream, parsley, 
parmesan cheese (optional) and 
chopped seeded raisins. Divide the 
mixture evenly in the centre of the 12 
crepes and roll up and place in a 
shallow baking dish. Bake in a 
moderately slow oven for 15 to 20 
minutes until hot. (Alternately place 
in a microwave for 2 to 3 minutes or 
until just hot.) Spoon hot sauce over 
crepes and serve immediately. 

(N.B. This dish may be prepared 
well in advance and frozen.) 

Mushroom Sauce: 
Melt the butter, add the 

mushrooms and gently fry until 
softened. Sprinkle over the flour and 
cook for a further 2 minutes. Add the 
yoghurt or sour cream, stirring 
constantly. Heat thoroughly. 

PUMPKIN PECAN PIE 

Pastry: 
1 cup plain flour 
112 cup cornflour 
114 teaspoon baking powder 
2 tablespoons fmely chopped Pecan 

Nuts . 
125g butter, cold and cut into cubes 
1 egg, lightly beaten 
113 cup castor sugar 

Filling: 
250g pumpkin, peeled and seeds 

removed 
1 egg 
114 cup honey 
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
1/4 teaspoon ground ginger pinch 

ground cloves 
1/2 cup evaporated milk 
1/4 cup milk 

1/2 cup fmely chopped Pecan Nuts 
1/2 cup sultanas 

Pastry: 
In a food processor combine the 

flours, baking powder and nuts with 
the butter. Process until mixture 
resembles coarse breadcrumbs. 
Whisk together the egg and sugar and 
pour into flour mixture. 

Process for a further 10 seconds 
until mixture forms small balls. Tum 
out onto lightly floured surface and 
knead lightly to form a frrm dough. 
Cover mixture and refrigerate for at 
least 30 minutes. 

Roll out to fit a 20cm flan dish. 
Bake blind in a hot oven for 10 
minutes. Allow to cool. Carefully 
pour mixture into prepared flan and 
bake in a moderate oven for 30 
minutes or until filling is set. Serve 
warm or cold with whipped cream. 

Filling: 
Cut pumpkin into small pieces, 

boil until soft, then puree. Add 
remaining ingredients and combine 
well. 

PASTA PERFECTION 

250g dried pasta 
60g butter 
2 spring onions, roughly chopped 
1 small clove garlic, crushed 
1 medium red capsicum, fmely 

sliced 
125g ham, sliced into fme strips 
fresh basil leaves 
1 small avocado, sliced 
1 cup sultanas 
300rnl cream 

Cook the pasta in boiling salted 
water until 'al dente'. Drain well and 
toss in 30g of the butter. 

Melt the remaining butter in a 
large frypan and cook the onion and 
garlic until soft. Add the capsicum 
and ham and cook for a further 2 
minutes. 

Add the basil leaves, sliced 
avocado, sultanas and stir in the 
cream. Cook for a further 2 minutes 
until all ingredients are well 
combined. Toss lightly and serve 
immediately. 
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VINE LEAF 
STORES 

'~ Store Near Your Door'' 

SUPPLIERS OF RURAL MERCHANDISE 
TO HORTICULTURE AND AGRICULTURE 

STAFF AT PREMISES ARE AGSAFE ACCREDITED 

FOR QUALITY PRODUCTS 
FERTILISER IN BULK BINS & BAGS 

CHEMICALS FOR WEED CoNTROL 

FuNGICIDES • INSECTICIDES 

SPRAYER FITTINGS • HOSES • NOZZLES 
TRELLIS Wm.E • POSTS • DROPPERS 

WET WEATHER CLOTHING • FENCING STAPLES 

JoiNERS • BATrERIES • GLoVEs • BoOTS • OIL SEEDS 

SoiL & LEAF ANALYSIS SERVICE 


