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The Activities of the 
Vine Fruits~ 194 7 - Diversion of Grapes 
to Distilleries - Bud Selection Society .. 

Hoard of Management Minutes 
Federal Council Items 

At the October meetings of the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. one 
of the main items for discussion was that of the detriment to the Dried Fruits 
Industry that is the result of growers diverting large quantities of grapes, fit for 
drying, to distilleries. The reports of the large tonnages involved gave the 
Board concern, and it was decided to initiate a campaign in the producing areas 
with a view to having this development reduced to a minimum. The matter is 
dealt with in other pages of this issue of the "News." The following extract 
from the Board minutes explains the position. 

Copy received of letter dated October 22 from 
Common wealth D1·ied Fruits Control Board to 
the Department of Commerce and Agriculture, 
in which the serious e:ffect on the production of 
dried fruits by the diversion o( drying grapes 
to distilleries was emphasised and suggesting 
that a conference between the Department of 
Ccmmerce and Agriculture and RepresentaM 
tives of the Dried Fruits arid Wine Industries 
'be convened by the Minister for Commerce.and 
Agriculture_. with a view to reaching an under
standing in regard tO the limitation on the pur~ 
chase of fresh Currants and SUltanas for wine 
and spirits. 

A letter dated October 10, 1947, from Bar
mera Co;operative Packing Co. Ltd., was also 
received, in which it was suggested that re
prints of the"appeals which it was agreed by 
the Board should appear in the "Australian 
Dried Fruits NeWs" should be circulated to 
Packing Houses for distribution to members 
and clients. 

The Board viewed the problem o_f limiting 
diversion very gravely and recognized that 
every means must be ·utilized to bring home to 
the grower the seriousness of the situation. It 
was unanimously decided that appeals should 
not be confined merely to the columns of the 
"Australian Dried Fruits News," but that wi.der 
publicity should be obtained by a prepared 
campaign through newspapers circulating and 
broadcaating stations operating in the Dried 
Fruits districts, whilst the assistance of Pack
ing Houses should be soUght in bringing the 
prOblem to the attention of the individual 
grower. It was recognised that such important 
proposals should be laid before the Federal 
Council meeting with recommendations that 
sub-committees shoUld be formed for each dis
trict, and that the closest liaison be main
tained between thOse sub~committees and tha 
general secretary Of- the Association in regard 
to the subject matters on which the appeals 
could be based. 

,.. EXPORT OF DRIED VINE FRUITS 
In the September issue of the "News" the 

matter of the diversion of fruit to export, that 
could be sold in the Commonwealth, was dealt 
with in these notes. A stage had been reached 

where a request had come from the Minister 
for Commerce, for the industry to further short 
sell locaUy-to the extent of supplying only 50 
per cent of requirements and with consequent 
extensive loss in returns to growers. Repre
sentatives of the Industry met to state a case 
to the Minister showing that any diversion 
would seriously effect growers' finances follow
ing several bad years. 

A letter has since been received from the 
Minister by the Chairman of the Export Con
trol Board, and made available to the A.D.F.A. 
In his letter Mr. Pollard indicated that he ac
cepted the views of the representatives of the 
Dried Fruits Industry as submitted in the joint 
communication furnished by the Chairman of 
the Bctard of Management and the Consultative 
Committee to the Control Board,. and in conse~ 
quence the Commonwealth allocation for 1947 
season would remain at 19,000 tons. The Min
ister pointed out; however, that he desired the 
Canadian quota tO be restricted to the quantity 
already shipped, viz. 10,988 tons, and that no 
further reduction be .made to the United King
dOm quota. 

'!'he whole position is indeed an unfortunate 
one ari\)ing from the destruction of many thou~ 
sands Of tons of the potential yield that was 
estimated at near 90,000 tons early in the sea~ 

-soi:t. The ·rains further accentuated the prob
lem facing growers in tl:).at a very large pro~ 
portion of the ultimate. 56,000 ·tons had to carry 
the high costs of reclamation during the field 
and factory processing. Further aspects that 
give. concern are involved. That markets we 
depend so much on for our normal production 
outlet have had to be rationed at a time when 
we desire to get all the food possi-ble to Britain 
-to maintain supplies to the competitive Ca.n~ 
adian market, and to keep faith with our N.Z. 
arrangements-and, important, the need to fos~ 
ter th-e development locally of the new uses 
of our fi.·uit, by the trade, that will mean so 
much when the overseas markets ·get back to 
normal demand on a competitive basis. 

IMPERIAL PREFERENCE 
Press reports set out the basis of the general 

reduction on vur Empire Preferences for dried 
fruits at 25 per cent. on sultanas and lexias. 

PRICE JJ •. 

Association 
Currants are not affected. During tbe coursa 
of the negotiations at Geneva there was strong 
pressure for more drastic reductions, but this 
was resisted to the extent that we have come 
out of the melting pot of the post-war set-up 
reasonably safe. Mr. P. Malloch, who attended 
the Geneva Conference as the official adviser 
on dried fruits, has stated that he was greatly 
impressed with the ability of the official dele
gates who spoke for the Commonwealth. 

The Board of Management of the A.D.F.A., 
on behalf of growers, is appreciative. o£ the 
work done by the delegation representative of 
the Commonwealth Government policy, and has 
wr-itten the following letter over the ·signature 
of the Chairman to the Minister of Commerce 
(Hon. R. T. Pollard}: 
· I wish to convey to you an expres.sion of. 

feeling from the Dried Fruits Industry, dealing 
with the arrangements arrived at with regard 
to Imperial Preferences as they refer to Dried 
Fruits. 

Whilst we regret that it was necessary to 
make certain concessions, we realise that you 
and your of:dcers have fought strenuously to 
keep reductions down, so that a major upset in 
the Industry would be averted. We believe 
that~ this object has been achieved and with 
regard tO the future, we strongly support the 
policy of negotiating long-term contracts with 
Great Britain, and commend your efforts in this 
direction. 

(Signed) H. D. HOWIE, 
Chairman. 

POSITION SUMMARISE{) 

To summarise the position. There are two 
main aspects. One. the immediate, and sec· 
ondly the future. 

The present high costs in Turkey and U.S.A. 
mean that the reductions in preference still 
allow us to be competitive with some advan· 
tage. That the dollar position precludes U.S.A. 
from U.K. markets as far as dried fruits are 
jnvolved. In fact that country has a record 

, production o: from 370,000 to 400,000 tons (the 
estimates are not final) and the Government iu 
Washington has bought almost half the crop 
for the relief of the Continent -at a price in the 
vicinity of one-third of what the grower was 
getting la:st year. Wine makers are saturated 
with stocks bought in at boom prices in 1946 
and are licking· their wounds. The Continent, 
it is estimated by an International Inquiry 
Committee, will not be in a position to buy its 
normal 120,000 tons for more than a decade. 
For the 1948 .Australian crop the contract with 
the British Government is firm, at the old 
rates, which simply mean that we have not to 
face· any competition on the adjusted basis. 

As for the future, there is no certainty that 
the high costs of production in U.S.A. will con
tinue-nor jn Turkey. U.S.A. is 68 per cent up 
on pre-war costs and many leaders in that 
country predict a drastic debacle soon. 'l'he 
dollar position must be adjusted before long. 
Then comes the normal competitive trade per· 
iod when we, as an Australian industry, will 
need every penny of our preferences. 

In this interim period when U.S.A. will be 
competing in U.K. and not giving fruit to 
Europe, the British Government, it is hoped, 
will afford this industry some breathjng space 
in that "melting~pot" period, via the long-term 
contract referred . to in the letter to the Min .. 
ister of Commerce. 
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BUD SELECTION SOCIETY 
Mr. J. B. Murdoch advised that as consider· 

able d'elay would be experienced in preparing 
Arti-cles of- Association and effecting registra
tjon, it had been decided· to abandon the plans 
for legal incorporation. The Society would now 
consist of approved memberS who would un
dertake the colleetion of buds. A meeting had, 
accordingly, been called for 30th October to 
form the Society on the basis outlined, and as 
soon as formation had been completed,. the 
Association would be notified. 

It was unanimously agreed that Mr. Mur
doch, although retiring as a Member of the 
Board of Management, should accept the 
Chairmanship .of the Society and keep the 
Board advised of' its activities from time to 
time. 

BOARD- MINUTES 
A letter dated October 10, 1947, was received 

from Merbein Dried Fruits Growers' Union ln 
which it was suggested that copies of minutes 
ot proceedings of the Board of Management 
be circulated to all members of a Branch 
Committee. The Board felt that the sUgges
tion could not be agreed to, partly because of 
the tremendous number of copies which would 
hRve to be circulated and partly because many 
matters mentioned were confidential to the As
sociation and that wide distribution might be 
inadvisable. 

FEDERAL COUNCiL 
EverY year the items submitted by Branches 

for consiUeration of the Federal Council of the 
A.D.F.A. ara examined by the Board with a 
vh:w to deciding Association policy on general 
principles. By such examination, often involv
ing legal guidance as to the powers set out in 
the Rules, the Federal Council is insured 

· against decisions that might be open to suc
ce.ssful opposition. The set-up is a good one, 
in that the Board, elected by the Council, ex
amines every aspect of the Agenda of this body 
of growers, and has, therefore, a sound basis of 
Comment where any doubts arise as to policY 
or procadure. 

GENERAL 
Other matters d~alt with bY the Board are 

as follows: 

GALVANIZED IRON 
The secretary advized that on receipt of a 

verbal intimation on October 17 from the 
Materials Procurement Directorate that 250 
tons of galvanized iron had reached Melbourne 
for allotment to the Dried Fruits Industry in 
Victoria, he had communicated with the Pack
ers' Associations at Mildura and Nyah and 
Woorinen, recommending that their members 
contact the merchants with whom orders had 
been placed. 

A.D'.F.A. NEWS 
It was agreed that the secretary should com

municate with New Sunraysia Daily Pty. Ltd. 
to ascertain whether it was now able to print 
issues of the "Australian Dried :B'ruits News"
on a better class of paper than the newsprint 
now being used. 

Consideration was given to the suggestion of 
Merbein Dried Fruits Growers' Union in a let
ter dated October 10, that schools in the Mer
bein Ar~a which provided special periods for 
educating pupils be supplied with copies of the 
"Australian Dried Fruits Ne1vs." It was agreed 
that Mr. J. H. Gordon examine this proposal 
on behalf of the Bom·d, with a view to circulat
jng copies to all higher elementary and tech
nical schools in Dried Fruits d.istricts. 

Following this suggestion action was taken 
to contact the Senior Education Officer in the 
Mildura District with a view to having Mr. 
Lyall's opinion. Mr. Gordon has reported that 
this oflicer considers that, as the history and 
development of Australian Industries is an im
portant item in the senior grades, it would be 
of gTeat value to haye both the new A.D.F.A. 
brochure and current coPies of the "Dried 
Fruits News" sent to the schools, not only in 
fruit areas, bllt to others. 

Head office has undertaken to discuss this 
suggestion with the Victorian Education 
Authorities, and the matter is to be discussed 
by the Board with a view to similar contacts in 
other States. · 

VICTORIAN STATE BOARD ACCOUNT 
SALES FORM 

During the Federal Council discus-.::on on 
Regulations recently. gazetted in the Victorian 
Dried Fruits Act Regulations, some doubt was 
expressed as to whether some simpler form of 
return could not be evolved without detriment 
to the purpose of the Regulations. Tile Board 
of Management was instructed to artarige a· 
conference with the Victorian State Board in 
this regard. At the Board meeting following. 
the Fedei"al Counciiit-was-agreed that·the most 
expeditious method would be to arrange for the 
Mildura Packers to be authorised to discuss 
the matter with the Victorian State Board, and 
it was decided to notify tbe Board accordingly. 

{> 
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,. ..... ~~:···;:··~:···;::~:···;~~~~~~······, 
i Chairman Of A.D.F.A. l 
~ Board ~ 
~ ~ ~ 
~ Following the Federal Council meeting ~ 
~ a short session of the Board of Manage· ~ 
~ ment was held to elect a Chairman, to-. § 
~ gether with the discussion of items re· ~ 
;-' quiri'ng ·immediate action. § 

~ Mr. Howie was unanimously elected ~ 
~ Chairman, and in thanking members fot• § 
; their continued confidence, he stated § 
; that, while the Industry was not actually § 
§ in jeopardy, it should use the hreathing ~ 
§ space afforded it while i::he World de· ~ 
~ mand for food persisted, to study eve1•y ~ 
~ aspect of improved methods, and farm § 
§ economy, so that rt would be in a sound ~ 
~ position to meet the problems it might ~ 
~ have to face. He urged on Bc.;ard mem· ~ 
~ bers to impress on all growers in their ~ 
~ area the need to make every effort to § 
= convert every grape to dried channels. = 

He added that, as the elected leader of 
dried fruits growers ,he was seriously 
concerned at the short s·ighted policy of 
many growers who had taken the easy 
way out of a temporary difficulty by 
sending good sound fruit to di'stilleries. 
If the Dried Fruits Industry was to 
maintain -the confidence of its markets 
it must make every endeavour to ensure 
continuity of supply. ~ 

''''''"'''''''''''''''''"'''''''''"""""'''''''''"'''''"""''"'''""""'''''""";:: 
-..,Cupiox"-Funglclae 

Inadequate Horticultural Education 
Inadequate opportunities for horticultural 

education ·are reve·aled in a report of the Aus~ 
tralian Institute of Agricultural Science, de~ 
spite the fact that fruit and .vegetables and 
other horticultural crops contribute some 40 
per cent. of the annual value of farm crops 
and amount to £40,000,00_0 per annum. 

For the training o.f future practical fruit 
and vegetable growers and other classes of 
horticulturists, courses leading to a Diploma in 
Horticulture are required. The Diploma 
should be equal in standing to the Diplomas in 
A.griculture and Dairying given by Agricultural 
Colleges. 

Throughout Australia only Lawes Agricul
tural College, Queensland and Roseworthy 
Agricultural College, South Australia, provide 
courses · appr6aching the type of training 
needed. Ali States should ·provide Horticul
tural Dip-loma Courses, says the rep-ort. 

At University level, improved opportunitie;; 
are required to study horticulture for students 
who wish to enter this field as a career. Im
provements stipulated are facilities for special
ising in this subject in the final years as well 
as for carryin.g out post-graduate research. 

Tree Fruits Committee Appointed 
At the Federal Coun.c/1 meeting it was 

decided to again appoint a Tree Fruits 
Committee to act in an advisor-y capacity 
to the Board of Management, and the 
following were elected: New South 
Wales, Hon. T. Steele, M.L.C.; South 
Australia, Messrs. J. R. Jemi"son, A. J. 
Chapman and H. W. Newton; Victoria, 
Messrs D. C. Winterbottom, D. E. Barry 
Wo·od and C. J. Ward. 

GREATER YIELD 

hEn Crops@re 
Spray with "Cuprox" copper fungicidal spray and control fungouS 

diseases of fruit, vine and vegetable ('-l'ops. HCuprox"- the 

modern replacement for Bordeaux mixture -is available in 

economical powder form ready for immediate use. There's 

no waste, fuss or bother with "Cuprox"- just add to 

water and stir. · The mixed spray lasts indefinitely. 

"Cuprox" wets and spreads well. It can he used 

safely with lead arsenate, nicotine, derris, oils, 

sulphur, lime sulphur, and D.D.T. sprays. 

"" 
Vic:. Dist.: 

RAMSAY & 

TREGAHOWAN LTD. 
·-·-··COPPER 
FUNGICIDAL SPRAY 

-~ 1 . DEPENDABLE 

fi'Ci"' =~~~CTIOH . 'e PRODU&TS _ 

IPP-Dft 
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BOIRD· OF MINIGEMENT REPORT TO 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 

Dangers of Diversicn of Fruit to Wineries 
In submitting the Board report to the Federal Council of the A.D.F.A., the 

chairman, Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., stressed the danger of growers sending 
grapes to wineries instead of making every effort to dry them for food. He 
emphasised the need to keep faith with our buyers and to take the long view of 
the Industry. The report states:--

The 194"1 season will long be remembered as 
one of frustration and disappointment to grow· 
ers, paclters and those entrusted with the mar-
keting of dried fruit. · 

F'ollowing the light crop of 1945 and the rain 
damaged c1·op of 1946, the bud burst for the 
194 7 crop showed excellent prospects, but a 
severt frost on October 26 wrecked the hopes 
of many of the growers in the Mid-Munay area, 
whose crops were wiped out, while othe1·s suf
fered considerable damage both there a11d ln 
other districts; from then on thtl crop devel~ 
oped well and on January 31 just as growers 
were about to commence picking, there was a 
crop of 90,000 to 100,000 tons showing. 

On February -1, rain fell accompanied by in
tense humidity never before experienced on 
the rivei and this condition continued with rain 
and humidity for 18 days aml caused immense 
damage. This was followed by further mins 
in March. The grapes collapsed on the vines 
and the damaged fruit set up optimum concli
tions for the development of the vinegar fiy, 
causing further great loss of fruit. 

In South Australia a big tonnage· was diyer
ted to the wineries. In Victoria the ·fruit was 
dried, hut approximately 5,000 tons of the fruit 
dried had to be diverted to the distilleries, with 
the result that the total pack is not likely to 
exceed 56,000 tons. 

Very great credit must be given to packers 
in obtaining even this tonnage, as to do so has 
meant going dvef and over the fruit to elimin
ate the damaged berries, and many thousands 
of tons had to be washed and dehydrated be· 
fore they could be packed. The greatly reduced 
pack has meant that all markets have had their 
original quotas severelY reduced. The -original 
allotment suggested for the Commonwealth 
was 27,500 tons, and finally this was reduced 
to 19,000 tons. 

Reductions .in yield over the past three years 
have been doubly unfortunate in that they have 
resulted in drastic curtailment of supplies to 
our prefe1~ence markets, especially in Great 
Britain where the need for food is so great; 
together with considerable disorganization of 
the local market, particularly in the avenues of 
manufacturing purposes. In addition the effect 
on the financial position of growers is now 
apparent and concern is felt at the position 
recently disclosed when evidence was being 
prepared in supp()rt of a case submitted by the 
A.D.F.A. to the Prices Branch in support of a 
price rise. 

DANGERS OF DIVER$10N 

As already mentioned, the loss to growers 
was mitigated by the demand for grapes by the 
wine-making industry. In South Australia the 
vine fruit dr~ed was about. one~third of a nor~· 
mal crop and it is variously estimated that 
from 60,000 to 70,000 toils of grapes were sold 
to wineries. This fruit was not all rain dam· 
aged and the experience of growers in Victoria 
shows that a very considerable tonnage might 
well have been dried. The good prices offered 
for the grapes, labOr problems, and the uncer· 

taiuty of weather conditions terppted many to 
take the easy way out. As the demand for 
wine-making is unlikely to be permane11t ·and 
the failme of the industry to meets its over
seas and heme commitments is moE.t damaging· 
to future inarketing, growers are strongly 
urged to make every effort to dry their 1948 
crop. 

A further aspect of this development is that 
such action as had been the practice of those 
growers referred to can but lead to a position' 
when the pressure ·being brought to expand 
the industry wHl gain momentum, particularly 
following· a series of record low crops. Little 
political regard will be taken of the chaotic 
state of conditions of supply and demand. 
Growers are advised to remember that normal 
competitive marketing conditions will soon ar
rive",' and that present planting·s, together with 
those approved will set a serious marketing 
problem. In a period of adverse seasons, there
fore, it must be th"e aim of all growers to make 
every effort to honor existing· marketing con· 
tracts and the goodwill involved. 

'l'he dl'ift of fruit .from the dryirtg industry 
to wine-making has largely been influenced by 
the price factor as well as ·the weather condi
tions, and efforts have been directed towards 
bringing the price for Dl'ied Fruits more into 
line with that received for the fresh fruit. The 
Prices Commissioner in Australia has granted 
a rise of oue and three-eights pence (lgd.) per 
lb_ to meet increased costs of production and 
to Coinmonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board 
have been successf-ul in lifting the prices in 
overseas markets. 

EMPIRE TRADE PREFERENCES 

As this industry is vitally concerned with 
the retention of Empire Preferences, it is 
gratifying that the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
0Jntro1 Board were able to send Mr. Peter 
Malloch to Geneva in response to the Govern
ment's invitation for a trade adviser. 

During the war, Britain, in consideration of 
aid for the United States gave an undertak~ 
ing that Empire Preference would be elimina
ted-having regard to existing obligations, 
Since the termination of the war, 11egotiations 
have taken place amongst various nations with 
the object of reducing, tariff barriers in order 
to stimulate a greater and freer flow of inter~ 
national trade. Simultaneously with these 

, talks, d~scussions have been held between rep
resentatives of Great Britain and Empire Coun· 
tries on the one part and U.S.A. on the other, 
on the question of elimination or- reduction of 
preferential tariffs. These discussions are still 
continuing and no official announcement has 
been made on the progress of negotiation;;;. 
From Press -reports it is clear that concessions 
in respect to preferential tariffs have been 
offered and arguments have continued for a 
much longer peri"od than was anticipated. We 
have reason to hOpe that our Government will 
firmly resist the pressure for concessions in 
Preference which would render our industry 
mor_e vulnerable to ~epression of p'tices c-aused 

~' 

by the unstable conditions in the marketing 
of a huge exportitble_ surplus estimated at 
200,000 tons, in the U.S.A. 

Mr .. Malloch, whilst overseas, was in con· 
stant touch with the Australian delegates to 
·the International Trade Conference and met 
also representatives from Britain, Canada, 
South Africa and New Zealand. 

FERTILIZERS 

The question of supplies of blood and bone 
manure and sulphate of ammonia have been 
brought- unde.r notice of the authorities, but 
unfortunately supplies are still inadequate. 

·However, it is hoped that sulphate o"f ammonia 
will be ,in greater· supply next year. The 
supply ''position will be very closely watched 
on behalf of growers. 

FROST PREVENTION 

This matter has been continually under con· 
sideration by the Board and arrangements have 
been completed for the issue of a brochur:e to 
be compiled by Mr. H. W. King, of Berri,. S.A .• 
for distribution to growers. It was agreed to 
:finance the boOklet and the expenses of the 
parties compiling same. li"'urther experiments 
are being carried out at Merbein at the request 
of the l3oard, and reports have been received 
from the C.S. and I.R. to the effect that further 
trials are being made with an induction fan 
designed to _increase ground temperatures. 

SUBS-iDY FOR CRUDE OIL 
Representations were made to the Minister 

' for Trade and Customs, asking for a subsidy 
of 9d per gallon on crude oil used for burning 
in connection with ~rost prevention, but ·we 
have been advised that after full consideration, 
the Government could not see its way to ap· 
prove of the subsi-dy payment requested. 

:.?TABILISATION PLAN 
This matter was considered by the Board 

from time to thne, but in view of the discus
sions at Geneva on the subject of Preference, 
and an International Trade Charter, the Board 
felt they could not come to any decision until 
this matter ha-d been decided. 

PRUNE MARKETING 
The Board have given a good deal of con· 

sideration to the question of Non-Association 
competition, and a combined conference of 
A.D.F.A. and Non-Association interests took 
place in Melbourne on October 27. It is hoped 
that as a result_ of this conference, greater 
stability in the marketing of prunes will be 
achieved. 

COMMONWEALTH PRICES-SEASON 1947 
The Association was ~ble to arrange with 

the Prices Commissioner -for increased prices 
as follows: 

Apricots, l~d per lb. 
Peaches, Pears, Nectarines, i~d per lb. 
Prunes: That "Robes" and "Splendours" be 

on the same basis as "D'Agen." 
Vine fruits-Currants, Sultanas and Lexias. 

For the bulk of the crop 1 3-8d per lb. · 

THE 40-HOUR WEEK 

Our industry, together with other exporting . 
primary industries, faces with ap_.prehension 
the problems arising out of the introduction of 
the 40-hour week, Which. commences from the 
1st .January, 1948, although the Commonwealth 
Arbitration Court has stated that in their opin· 
ion Australia's economy can carry a 40-llout 
week. 

Evidence was sUbmitted by the Industry 
pointing out that the reduction from 48 hours 
in 1943 to 40 hours in 1948, especially at har
vest time, would be a serious problem for pri
mary producers. ·However, it is now to be 
adopted and we must do all we can to malce 
an e:ffort,to overcome the difficulties which will 
arise, but there is not the least doubt that 
grower's costs, which have already shown con
siderable increases, will show further in· 
creases in the future. 

THE VICTORIA INSURANCE 

HEAD . OFFICE: 

COMPANY LIMITED 
ESTABLISHED 1849 

98 YEARS OF SERVICE TO A'OSTRA Ll A 

FIRE, ACCI.DENT, MOTOR CAR, • LIVESTOCK, 
WPRKER:'$!,J;~~S'ATION, CROP (FIRE AND HAIL). 

~-~~·;i*_ f:ff'::if¥:t:K: '.t:-1:::: 

114-46 QUEEN ST., Mf:iOOuRIIIIE. IE• A. STANNER, MANAGER. PHOI\IE MU 7067 

. J% 
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BUD SELECTION SOCIETY 
The South Australian Association of Nur· 

serymen advised that they were desirous of 
forming a Bud Selection Society in South .Aus
tralia to ensure that growers purchased·· tn~es 
which w·ere true to stock and good quality. 

- The Board considered this a vei'y desirable ob
jective and decided to make a loan toward tB.e 
initial formation expenses. 

BOOKLET DESCRJPTIVE OF THE DRlED 
FRUITS INDUSTRY , 

From time to time the Association and var
ious bodies corrected therewith receive re
quests for info1·mation regarding~ the activities 
of the different interests associated with Aus
tralian Dried Fruits and to provide a booklet 
giving a brief survey of the Industry; it has 
been arranged for Mr. Alan G. Seers, of Mil
dura, Victoria, to prepare the necessary mat~ 
ter. It is hoped to have this Booklet ·available 
in the near future. 

MATERIAL SUPPLIES 
The question of supplies of wire, wire net

ting, galvanized iron, black .steel sheets, cem
ent and timber have been subjects for discus
sion throughout the year. Unfortunately there 
is a great shortage of wire, galvanized iron, 
black steel sheets and timber, due mainly to 
industrial unrest, shortage of labour, &c. 
Shortages of growers' requisites is undoubtedly 
restricting produetion, and the outlook for in
creased supplies is anything but bright. 

RETIREMENTS' 
Mr. J, B. Murdoch 

After 24 years of service on the Board of 
Management, Mr. Murdoch has given notice of 
bis intention to retire. His resignation will be 
accepted with regret. Mr. Murdoch was an 
original member of the Board and during his 
long tel'ill of office he has given the industry 
valuable service. He will be very much missed 
both from the Board and Federal Council. 

Mr. T. F. McKay 
Mr. T. F. McKay who has acted as an agent's 

representative on the board is also retiring, as 
he has severed his connection with the com
pany he represented. Mr. McKay's resigna~
tion was received with regret. 

Mr. W. N. Sumner 
After 30 years of faithful and efficient ser

'\'ice as Secretary of the ASsociatioll, Mr. Sum
ner will be Tetiring at the end of the year. Mr 
Sumner as its chief executive officer has played 
a prominent part in establishing the prestige 
of the association. ln his retirement the Board 
trusts Mr. Sumner will enjoy many years of 
good health. 

SUPERANNUATION FUND 
Mr. Sumner's Tetirement has raised the qu-es

tion of staff superannuation. Provision for 
such -has not been made in the -past, and your 
Board have now initiated a scheme of contribu
tary payments by the Association and staff oe 
the establishment of a fund. Mr. SUmner's 
case is t11e subject of a recommendation from 
th-e Board to the Finance Committee of Fed
eral Council. 

OBITUARY 
During the year the Industry has lost two 

''alued friends. Mr. G. A. W. Pope, Chairman 
of the Dried Fruits Board, (South Australia) 
passed away in June last. Mr. Pope adminis
tered the affairs of the Board almost from its 
inception until his end and- proved himself a 
good friend to the industry i11 every way. 

The Association extends good wishes to 1\Ir. 
Pope's successor, Mr. F. M. McMillan. 

Mr. H. H. Smith, of Weste~rn Australia, was 
for many years the connecting link betw-een 
the ·East and the West in Dried Fruit matters. 
His death occurred in December last and since 
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then his son has carried on the agency busi
ness his father had established in Dried Fruits. 
Mr. Smith did _good work_ ..for the industry in 
vv~estern Australia, and we wish the so11 suc
cess in carry on. 

The report was adopted after some discus
sion, details of which are set out below. 

DIVERSION OF DRIED FRUIT 
Mr. Jemison: I wish to bring before Coun

cil the item dealing with divel'Sions of fi'uit 
f1·om tne Commonwealth mar-ket. VVe aU lmow 
how we have- been reduced ·in the Common
wealth from 27,500 tons down to _ Hl,OOO, and 
latterly we had the threat of a further reduc
tion. 'We also know of the effort of the State 
and Commonwealth Boards to see that the 
growers were adeqtu1.te!y compensated for the 
diversion. The Common wealth Minister made 
the thre"at that if we did not comply he would 
introduce rationing for Dried Vine Fruits. 1 
shou1d say that it was Qlui'f on the part of the 
Minister for the reason that when rationing 
was introduced as a war measure, Dried Fruits 
were not rationed. The National Security 
Act was superseded by the Defence Transition 
Act, and all of the po>vers on which the Gov
ernment relies are in that Act. Had the Gov
ernment during the >Yar period introduced 
rationing of Dried b'"'l'Uits as a necessary 1var 
measure it would :nave been quite competent 
for the Government to have re-introduced 
Dried Fruits rationing. Seeing that Dri.ed 
Fruits rationing 1vas never introduced,as a war 
measure, I fail to see that by any stretch of 
imagination-it has any connection with war 
or defence. We sball l_)robablY exp,erience in 
1948 somewhat similar Circumstances to 1947, 
although I hope in that regard the weather 
will be kinder to us. Our production might not 
be as high as we anticipate. We have had it 
stated that we could sell in the Commonwealth 
market 27,500 tons of Dried Vine Fruits. \Ve 
have battled to improve our ma1·ket in the 
Commonwealth which _is our best market, and 
the market we should strive to sell on. We 
have established publicity funds and are all 
ready to proceed. Jf til-e Minister should go 
ahead withJ.he bluff of ra~ioning the Industry 
should get the best legal opinion as to where 
we stand. I want it to be understood that I 
personally feel, as a taxpayer and as a grower, 
that if the Commonwealth Government con
siders that it is in duty bound to sell to G1·eat 
Britain it can have every berry that is pro
duced provided that the industry is not paying 
for it. No one section of the community 
should, in my opinion, be called on to pay for a 
gift to any part of the Empire. We are en~ 
deavoring to produce as muCh as we can, and 
the grower is going to insist on his fruit going 
to the best possible market. If you are going 
to cut a C()mmonwealth consumption of 27,500 
tons down to 19,000 tons you are going to take 
a big amount off the grower's income, as well 
as disorganising the Australian market. You 
may think thailthe Commonwealth GOvernment 
has all the power it wants, but I hope tl1at if 
the occasion arises in 1948 you will not give 
way until you are backed by legal opinion. 

INDUSTRY'S VIEW STRESSED 
Mr. Howie: The combined Boards, on which 

you are represented by your Chairman, put up 
as good a case as possible, and we did not 
want to give way lightly to the Minister's re~ 
quest, but I do not think that anyqne wanted 
to see the Industry fight the Government to 
the last pound. There was only £1 a ton dif~ 
ference between the British and the Austra
lian price for sultanas, and on the extra quan~ 
tity the difference was £30,000. On the other 
hand,. we asked for au increase in the Com~ 
monwealth price which meant £180,000 to the 
Industry, and if we had remained obdurate we 
sho1,1ld have- prejudiced our case for the in-

crease. I differ with Mr. Jemiso11 as to 
whether the Government had the machinery 
behind it. I clo not think we would have had 
the Industry behind us, tigllting on such au 
issue. \Ve had au order for 40,000 tons of suF 
tanas from Great Britain at £1 a ton "less than 
the Australian price. I say that Great Britain 
is our imJ:)ol'tant market, and the 27,500 tons 
mentioned was an extreme figure. 

lVIr. Murdoch: I think it was a matter of go
ing for the substance mther than for the 
shadow. 

Mr. Howie: I do not know whethei' the situa
tion !ndicated by Mr. Jemison will occur next 
season-we sincerely hope that it will not. I 
trust that you realise that we want the good 
offiCes of the F'ederal Government in our trade 
agreements and ov-erseas negotiations; we 
want the Government willy nilly behind us. 
Mr Malloch at a later stage will tell you some~ 
thing in this connection of the interuational 
trad~ talks at Geneva. It would certai11ly not 
pay the industry to go to the High Court on an 
Issue like the diversions to the United King~ 
dcm. Even if it were held that the Govern· 
ment was technically IYrong - and I do not 
think it was - it would be a Pyrrhie victory 
for tl1e industry. 

Mr. Gordon: VVe h::tve not sat down under 
a threat from the Gove1·nment. A further re
quisition came for 5500 tons, which wouicl have 
meant the loss of £60,000 more, or a total of 
£100,000 for the grmvers in a bad year. The 
Board of Management took a very fine firm 
stand there. wiU1 the backing of ·the Control 
BoardS, and Mr. Pollard a§;reed eventualiy not 
to take any further action. 

SUBSTANTIAL LOS•S 
Mr. Duff (Junior): \Vhile I agree with :Mr. 

Howie's conte!1tion, I consider that Mr. Jemi~ 
son has put up a good case. There was a big 
difference ~etween the currants and sultanas 
hl'i'Olved in the diversion; while you were los
h;g £1 a tou on t11e sultanas,- om· VVestern A us~ 
tralian growers were faced ·with a loss of .t12 
a ton on their currants. 

Mr. Howie: "What l'.ir. Duff says js quite cor
rect. The £30,000 loss was made up largely 
by the price for currants. We met the position 
by SU])plying the .!1-~ustralian market with a 
bigger proportion of currants than it had ever 
taken before, and so reduced the loss which 
would h:t 'le occurred with the additional ex~ 
port. 

Mr. Malloch: The Australian market received 
1000 tons more of currants than it had ever 
had before. 

Mr. Muir: Will the price increase agreed to 
by the Prices Commissioners apply to the 1948 
season? The net amount received by the 
grower following tlie increase was not as great 
as might appear, in view of the fact tllat the 
home market was cut down, and the pr:ce did 
apply to the crop that had been moved. 

Mr. Howie:' When we negotiated with the 
Prices Commissioner we had already lllade. a 
release of 25 p-er cent of currants and 33 per 
cent of sultanas. As regards next season, the 
Prices Commissioner made it clear that we 
would ·have to go to him every year and if 
we wanted to maintain that rise we should 
have to substantj_ate it with the actual costs 
starting from the grower, in greater detail thau. 
we had supplied. The Prices Commis:Sioner 
said that he would want the actual figures from 
the grower, and not figures compiled on a 
broad basis. In this connection· I want to thank 
the groWers not iri. this room for their help 
in the case that was submitted. In South Aus~ ~ 
tralia we had men like Mr. Simes and Mr. 
McKay who prepared a fine cases for the In
dustry. I think the case was so well prepared 
that -it convinced the Prices Commissioner 
against his own wishes, and he could not re
fUse our application. 
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SULTANA DRYING TRIALS S.A. DRIED F~UITS BOARD 

Report of Mr .. E. C. Orton, C.S.I.R 
The S.A. Board held its meeting in Ade~ 

laide on Octt>ber 31, when a long agenda 

comprising mainly matters 

character, was disposed of. 
of a routine 

During the Federal Council Mr. Orton, who is the Senior Research Officer at 
Merbein Research Station, gave an interesting and valuable address on some of 
the problems associated with processing and salvage of fruit. He dealt with the 
above subject, together with the problem of mou~d growth on the drying fruit, 
and the washing of mould affected currants as a packing house problem. 

The Secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) reported 
that all State Boards had agree to the recom· 
mendation of the Consultative Committee for 
the final home quotas (dried vine· fruits) for 
the year 1947 and the. determination was pub· 
lished in the Press and gazetted on October 
30 in terms of the arrangement. These quotas 
are for Currants 49 per cent, for Sultanas 22.5 
per cent. and for Lexias 80 per cent. 

In this issue we deal with drying trials on 
sultanas, and will publish details of the other 
e:qleriJnents and findings in the January issue. 
The following is the condensed report of the 
address on the first named subject. 

During the 1947 season, field trials were car~ 
ried out in the Mildura district in co-operation 
with the Mildura District Dried Vine F1·uits 
Processing Committee, and at_ V'iloorinen and 
Koraleigh in co-operation vvith the Woorinen 
Enquiry Committee. Both field trials and 
laboratory teats with various new oil prepara
tions were conducted at the Research Station, 
Merbein. 

SCOPE OF INVESTIGATIONS 
The main points investigated were as fol

lows:-
1. The effe'ct on the drying rate and quality 

of spraying sultanas drying on the raclrs with 
potassium carbonate ·or pottasium hydroxide, 
when dipped with both the '·cold'' and "mixed" 
dips. (Field trials). 

2. The relative merits of peanut (or other 
vegetable oil) emulsion, and certain sulphon
ated oils such a.s "Sulphol" and "R10.73''-both 
proprietary products-when used in the cold 
dip. (Field and Lab. trials). 

3. The effects of using wetting agents such 
as potassium linoleate and "Teepol" in con
junction with "Sulphol" in the cold dip. (Field 
and Lab. trials). 

4. The effect of using potassium hydroxide 
in the cold dip, in place of all or portion of the 
l)otassium carbonate normany used. (Field 
trials). 

TREATMENTS USED 
In the spraying trials the treatments were 

as follows:
!. Standat·d Mixed Dip--Sprayed twice with 

5% potassium carbonate plus 2f pints of "Sul
phol" per 50 gallons. 

2. Standard Mixed Dip-Sprayed twice with 
4% caustic potash (Po.tassium hydroxide) plus 
2} pints of "Sulphol" per 50 gallons. 

3. Standard- Mixed Dip-Not sprayed. 
4. Cold Dip-Sprayed twice with 5% potas

sium carbonate plus 2?. pints of "Sulphol" .or 4 
pints of "60%" peanut oil emulsi.on per __,__50 gal
lons. 

In the Woorinen trials the cold dip contained 
4 degrees Beaume potash and 4 pints of Sui~ 
phol per 50 gallons, while at Merbein it con
tained 2~% potash and 4 pints of "60%" emul
sion per 50 gttllons. 

5 .. Cold Dip-Sprayed twice with either 2 
or 4% caustic potash plus 2?.: pints of "Sulphol" 
per 50 gallons. 

6. Cold Dip-Not sprayed. 
The spraying trials were conducted on stan

dard racks, a,nd on special wire trays· which 
were designed to fit on a standard rack, and 
could be removed and weighed at intervals. 

RESULTS SUMMARISED 
1. In ·the Woorinen trial unsprayed mixed 

dipped sultanas dried about 5 days faster than 
unsprayed cold dip fruit, but only about 1-2 
days faster than cold dipped fruit which was 
sprayed twice with 4% caustic potash. 

2. Spraying had little effect on the drying 
rate of mixed dipp,ed fruit, but considerably 
hastened the drying of cold dipped fruit.-

3. Spraying with 4% caustic potash at 
Woorinen, or with 2o/o or 4% at Merbein, was' 
more effective with the cold dip than spray
ing with 5% potassium carbonate solution. 

(This is in agreement with the results ob
tained in two trials at Merbein during 1.946. 
rrhe difference :ill the trial commenced at Mer-
bein on February 21st; 1947, was not so mark
ed. Apparently caustic potash gives relatively 
tbe best results as a spray for cold dipped fruit 
during very poor drying weather. Its- use is 
not recommended during favorable weather as 
it causes darkening and lower quality.) 

4. Spraying ·darkened the fruit to some ex
tent in all cases~ Spraying with 4% caustic 
potash caused more browning than s-praying 
with 5% potassium carbonate solution. In 
tri~Js at Merbein. 2% caustic potash caused 
less browning than 4%. 

5. In both field and laboratory trials, "Sul
phOl,. was slightly superior to "60%" peanut-o-il 
emulsion as regards -drying rate wh-en used in 
the cold dip. In laboratory trials . Rl073_ was 
at least as good as "Sulphl)l." Iri the labora. 
tory trials differences. are small- an-d may not 
be significant. 

6. In bot4 field and laboratory trials- .. Tee· 

:pol" gave better results than "Potassium lino
leate" when used with Sulphol in the cold dip 
to improve the wetting properties of the dip 
mixture. · 

The addition of potassium linoleate tended 
to retard drying, whereas the addition of "Tee~ 
pol" did not. 

7. Cold dips containing 2% potassium 
hydroxide,- or mixtures (Jf potassium carbonate 
and potassium hydroxide containing 1 to H% 
of ~ach, gave satisfactory results, but in most· 
cases we:re no better than the standard carbon
ate dip. ('·Sulphol" w·as used in all dips con
taining potassium hydroxide.) 

In moving a vote of thanks to Mr. Orton, Mr. 
Chapman (South Australia) said: "I have great 
pleasure in moving a vote of thanks to Mr. 

· Orton on behalf of the members of the Council 
for the good work he has done for the Dried 
Fruits Industry. We have all listened with 
interest to these addresses. \Ve in South 
Australia are as interested as other delegates 
in the work on currants and mould. 

Mr. J. Duff, Junr. (Western Australia) said: 

TREE FRUITS COMMITTEE 

-A request was received from the A.D.F·.A. 
to appoint a representative of the Board oo. 
the Tree Fruits Committee which had been 
set up and Mr. J. R. Jemison was appointed 
to represent the Board thereon. _The duties o'f: 
the Committee, amongst other matters, would 
be to review the whole of the Regulations con
cerning dried tree fruits. 

In regard to supplies of galvanised iron for 
growers, a letter from the Building Materjals 
Department was submitted. This set out the 
method· of -distribution of the next allocation 
and the requirements of the Department in 
respect to all applications for supplies. 

IRREGULAR MARKETING 

Further evidence was submitted of irregu· 
lar practices in the marketing of sub-standard 
dried tree fruits which had been released on 
the undertakings given by manufacturer:; anil 
the name of a manufacturing firm was struck 
off the list kept by the Board. An application· 
by a cd'mpany to be listed was also refused. 

A number of assessments of the Annual 
Contribution for 1947 were approved and 
financial and statistical statements were sub
mitted and adopted. 

"I have great pleasure in seconding this mo
tion. Although some of the matters on which 
Mr. Orton has reported are too technical for 
the average delegate, we all know that we 
hr.ve in Mr. Orton a man who is working be
hind the scenes to further our interests. ViTe 
have our troubles with dust and if Mr. Orton 
can ·evolve· some system of dealing with them 
he will be inJreasing our obligation to him. I 
would express the appreciation of Western 
Australian growers to Mr. ·orton for his visit 
to us last yellr. We feel that it was through 
the activities of the Association, as a Federal 
body, that we were able to get a great deal of 
advice ~from Mr. Orton that has. benefited our In view of the fact that the majority of 
industry in Western Australia and now to the members of the Board would be visiting 
come to the Council and find that lVIr. Orton the River Areas on other business during the 
is carrying on that work adds to the pleasure last week in November, it was tentatively 
we have had in listening to his address today. arranged for the next meeting of -the Board 
(Applause). to be held at Berri or Barmera. 
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THE FUTURE OF THE INDU"sl'RY 

Mr. Peter i\'\l!l ~I h' lw'Ji.auoc~ s A naivsis 
y 

Following Mr. Peter Malloch's return from the International Trade talks at 
Geneva where he represented the Austra~ian Dried fruits Industry. the oppor ... 
tunity was taken for him to address the Federal Council. Mr. Malloch's-s~m
ming up of the over~eas conditi,ons and the future of the industry are intensely 
interesting to all dried fruits growers. 

Mr. Malloch: I have been round a number of 
producing areas discussing some of the prob
lems of the Dried Fruits Industry, and particu
larly the problem of -preferences, and, as an 
:indication ,spoke of conditions in England as 
they are today. · 

I would say briefly tb,at housing condition-:; 
in England, where one-seventh of the houses 
were destroyed during the war, are infinitely 
worse than tl:!e :Position in Australia, which 
is bad enough. /Th_e position there with regard 
to clothing is bad indeed. lfiThen men have 
not been able to buy a -new set of undercloth· 
ing since the war broke out, you can appre· 
ciate what the people of Ellgland are suffer
ing. They are allowed 4 clothing coupons a. 
month-a suit of clothes takes 34 coupo.ns
-and coupons are needed for everything y0\1 
wear-hat, collar, tie, 1J,nderclothing and shoes. 
The problem With regard to food is one that 
I could speak on at length. Any Austraiian 
would have starved on the British ration. A!l 
that has a bearing on Empire Prefer,.ences, on 
international trade and the basis of living in 
Great Britain. 

EMPIRE PREFERENCE 

The problems of Empire Preference bad 
their origin in 1927, when the Hoots-Smalley 
tariff was passed by the U.S.A. congress. It 
provided for very high rates of tariff which 
handicapped Great Britain in exporting to the 
U.S.A. The reply of the British Empire was 
Empire Preference, which prevented many 
commodities goin.g from the U.S,A. to Empire 
countries ,and built up a greater volume of 
inter-Empire trade than had existed before. 
Empire trading was followed by a great de
pression in the U.S.A. for which its politiciallS 
and financiers blamed Empire Preference. The 
Californian Dried Fruits Industry faced the 
loss of a market for 25,0000 tons in Canada, · 
and was under a handicap in the U.K. whetB 
prices were very mucl:~ lower for C-alifornia 
than for us on account of their -lower quality, 
and from. which California had to deduct £10 a 
ton under Empire Preference. F'or 20 years, 
the U.S.A. has been fighting most vigorously 
for the elimination of Empire Preference, 
which it regards as the cause of the depression 
it went through and may go through _again. By 
the U.S.A. it is regarded as a bar to the solu· 
tion of the proble:ms o"{ better living conditions 
throughout the- world. 

ATLANTIC. CHARTER 

Then came the war, and Great Britain rea· 
lised that she could not win the war without 
the financial help of the U.S.A. The outcome 
was the Atlantic Charter, in which President 
Roosev.elt ·and Mr .Ch11rchi11 represented the 
view that there should be greater freedom of 
trade, that barriers to trade should be re· 
moved, and that Empire Preference should be 
reduced, having due regard to Empire obliga· 
tions. The lease-lend and mutual ·aid agree· 
ments followed, and finally the agreement of 
1945, under which financia,l help was given by 
the U.S.A. to Great Britain. By these means 
the war was won, and Germany and Italy de· 
feate_d. England could not have survived 
otherwise. The day of reckoning arrived When 
pe3.ce came. Great Britain was in a desperate 
plight for foodstuffs; and she ·could not pro~ 
duce enough herself-Empire resources were 
inSufficient - ·and so war:} depending on the 
U.S.A. for food and materials. The U.S.A, in 
giving consideration to the extent of relief to 
Britain said, in effect, "Since the war started, 
you signed a declaration that Empire Pref-er· 
ence would be eliminated; the day of reckon
ing has now come ,and what are you going to 
do about it?" Great Britain had had to make 
the concession having regard to existing ob· 
ligations The one great problem of the people 
in the !U.K. is to get back to the pre-war stan
dard of living or one a great deal better than 
at present. 

Pre-war trade conditions are shown in the 
figures for the United Kingdom's imports from 
AuStralia, New Zealand, Canada and fhe 
U.S.A., and its exports to those CO}l.ntries in 
the J>ear ~il!l_8; · ·- "- ·- · · · · 

Australia 
rew zealand 
Canada 
U.S.A. 

U.K. Imports U.K. Expo:rts 
in millions of£ sterling 

71.8 38.9 
46.9 19.5 
78.7 23.6 

118 28.8 
(exclusive of gold) 

Really the range of the U.K. imports of the 
various commodities from. the vario;us coun
tries was £695m .and exports to t:tose coun
tries was 408m., a deficiency of nearly £300m. 
One or two questions 1vi1l arise from these 
figures ,particularly as regards Australia. How, 
for example, was the difference made ·up, see
ing that we h<id actually an adverse trade bal
ance? Australia imported from the U.S.A.
motor cars ·,films, music, oils, chemicals and 
fertilisers. The money for these commodities 
was found by Great Britain from investments 
which she had in the U.S.A. prior to the war. 
The sdme arrarigement "applied, also to New 
Zealand. There was a balancing with the gold 
purchased by Great Britain from South Africa, 
and shipiJed to the U.S.A. Now there is not a 
balance of ,gold, and in any case gold goes not 
give employment for sufficient people. Great 
Britain then had a substantial trading balance 
from invisible -exLJoi·ts such as shipping and 
overseas investments. She has now lost the 
income from her overseas investments be
cause she sacri:fied them to save civilisatio:1. 
She must solve the problem of balancing her 
trade. Her adve:rse balance in the first six 
months Qf 1947 was £300 millions. One of 
the main things for which she has to strive 
in the balancing of the ledger is' a reduction 
of the Hoots-Smalley high ·tariff that was 
inflicted ilgainst her by the U.S.A. in 1927. 
The-!U.S.A.- has in-dicated that it is prepared. 
to grant concessions through that tariff, and 
the reductions to which the U.S.A. is prepared 
to agree are regarded by U.K. economists and 
the Board of Trade as being very generous 
and an opportunity for balau.cing the United 
Kingdom's "trade. 

U.S.A. PRESSURE 

One of the considerations asked by the 
U.S.A. wa:s that Great Britain abandon the 
policy of Empire .Preference. Great Britain 
objected that it was a policy that concerned 
not her alone; it concerned also South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand and Canada as well, 
and a discussion must take place . with the 

·representatives of those countries if a policy of 
preferences reduction was to be agreed to. 
While other Dominions were agreeable, Aus· 
tralia told Great Britain and the U.S.A. that 
Australia did not want any alteration what
ever in the present rates. The U.S.A. in
sisted that if the- U.S.A. was going to givo 
ta:riff -reductions and financial help to Great 
Britain in her emergency, Empire Pref-erence':l 
would have to be eliminated. Australia fought 
hard for the retention of the rates existing 
today, Tb,e negotiations at Geneva practically 
came to a deadlock when Dr. Coombes re
turned to Australia. He t61d Cabinet" that 
the alterna~ives were to continue negoti;~,tiolls 
with the ·u.S.A. with a view to maintaining 
concessions at the loweSt possible rate or to 
faCe the elimination or the denouncement of 
the Ottawa agreement entirely. By that time. 
'Br:_itain was. largely convinced that the U.S.4. 
concessions were generous, and Canada and 
New Zealand agreed that the U.S.A. agree· 
ments were adequate and generous. Australia 
and South Africa were the only Dominions 
that were holding out. Our Australian dele· 
gates at Geneva were told by the represen4t,:· 
tivef:! of the U.K. I}oard of Trade in Geneva 
that Great Britain must secure the conces· 
Sions offered by tb;e U.S._.<\., aD.d that, unless 
agreement col!ld be reach,ed, the only alter· 
native was the abrogation of the Ottawa 
aireement. Dr. Coombes asked the Australian 
delega,tes whether it was Wise to withdraw: 
from the conference. and take· the conse· 
~uences or to continUe the_ .. disc11ssions and 
hope that any concessions WO~-ef=&..,._fuiili;-
l:l!:t!!B B.~t!!~e. . - . . . " -- - . . . 

GEf'\JEVA NEGOTIATIONS 
As I l'epOrted to the Board, I sent my recom· 

mendatiou to Dr. Cooml::ies that it would be 
better to continue negotiations yather thau 
face the risk of the abrogation of the Otta1Ya 
agreement. Discussions thei;l _tciolc the tu):n 

. that adequate fiua1icial reciprccity be ob
tained; that in return far any preference l;e
duct:.ons, Australia should reCeive reciprocal 
benefits from the other countries; that the, 
U.S.A. had to grant to Australia concessions 
considered adequate to those Au'3tralia would 
give. The only concession that Australia. 
considered of material value was a reduction_ 
of the tariff on wool from 34 cents to 17 cents 
a Ib. You know how America put up the 
tal'iff on ".Yool by 50 per cent. Eventually the 
U.S.A. offered a reduction of 25 pm: cent. off 
tl"ie duty on wool, ahd tariff reductions of those 
concessions was regarded as being equal to 
the value of the concessions that were offered 
.\;vith 1·egard to Dried Fruits. At ,,the time the 
decision to continue was reached, wool w~s 
the only concession offered, and it \Vas con
sider,ed better to :retain some measure of pref~ 
erence in our favor rather than take the risk of 
losing all preferenc-e \Ye enjoyed with Canada. 
1\'ew Zealand and Great Britain. Discussions 
"\Vent on month after month ,and only con· 
eluded a fortnight ago with agreement on 
concessions in Empire Preferences and recip· 
rocal concessions by the U.S.A. The conce_s. 
sions in which the Dried Fruits Industry :is 
interested will be announced in Parliament at 
r111 early date. Many may be disappointed _that 
there should be any reduction of E1npire Pref· 
erences at all, but the risks of losing Empire 
Preference altogether were too great if we had 
held out. The first demands from the U.S.A. 
\Yere ~for total elimination of Empire Prefer· 
ence, and the second for reductions of 50 per: 
cent in the 'U.K., and the total elimination in 
Canada. Dr. Coombes and Mr. McCarthy 
have been fighting for five months to get those 
demands broken down, and I feel that they 
ha\re done a wonderful job on behalf of the 
Dried F'ruits Industry and for Australia in 
most difficult circumstances. I say that with 
a full knowledge of the problems that were 
fr.cin.g them. 

MINISTRY OF FOOD CONTRAC:T 

The question of the renewal of our contract: 
with the U.K. Ministry of Food is the second 
problem that concerns you at the moment. 
The last contract, for 3 years, expires in 1948. 
The Export Control Board asked me to con
fer with the DepaTtment of Commerce officials 
in London for a renewal of the contract for 2· 
years, We had an interesting interview at the 
Ministry of Food, and we asked naturally for 
higher prices as the Board had agreed that we 
should ask for a higher pi-ice on our Dried 
I<"ruits. We supported our case for higher 
prices with the comparatiVe prices the Min· 
istry had paid to other countries-£100 a ton 
during the war to Turkey, £70 a ton to Greece 
since the "'"ar ~topped, and now to £120 a ton 
to California. Increased costs due to lower 
production per acre for the past three years 
>vere ·stressed as a justification ror an in
crease. 

The Miillstry of Food agreed to recommend 
an increase in the price of sultanas and a 
considerable increase in the price of currants, 
but was unable to give us ait answer to the 
question -of the continuance of the contract 
hecause of Clause 9 in the 1945 agreement 
with the U.S.A. Under that clause Great 
Britain· a.greed that she would not discrimln~ 
ate in Purchases -from the U.S.A. and that, if 
she were purchasing froin another country a 
commodity Which the U.S.A. could supply, 
then she wou)d purchase an equit:alent quan
tity from the U.S.A. It was an extraordinary 
situation-conditions of living were ruled by 
dollars, for without dollar:;: to buy raisins from 
u.s.A., Great Bl-itain was- not allowed to buy 
Pl!isins from Australia because she must not 
discriminate against the U.S.A. The U.S.A. 
sat very- tight on that interpretation of 
01ause 9, and would not grant further aid t~ 
Great Britain in her emergency unless some 
agreement w<~,s "reached on it,- ·Britain has 
<lonvinced the U.S.A. that since -she has no
dollars for ·raisins and siilce she must have 
foodstuffs, she must be allowed to get wP,at 
she can·-·without -dollars, and the U.S.A .. is 
stated, to }lave agreed that Qlause 9 be waived 
with Great Britain to the extent that where 
she has not the dollars she be- allOwed to JlUr
chase in sterling. The Department of Co:m~ 
merce ·has already begun discussions with the 

· Ministrv of Foo·d for a renewal of ()Ur contract, 
not for' tWo -years, _bUt for ·five year~ long~T, 
and I thin;It _ that" is go1n:g ·tO be: of great as .. 
sis_tance to-us.·- We h~'1:e.· td lieep_ behirid '~.e 
Departni.ent ·Of Com!nerce-o_n this matter a.~~. 
retS:in ~he' goodwill of ~~ ·~~l!~~te!: foJ;: ... Qt~· 
mer,(le m t~e !l!!i!!~tr~* ,_ ,:~"~~~~a 



r-

:AUSTRALIAN DRlED FRUITS NEWS, NOVEMBER, !94;r ""'"'"' ' !':;;;~, ,. ' 
if: 

OPEN MARKET CONDITIONS 

During the discussion with the -Ministry or 
Food officials I could sense that the Ministry 
would not mind our Dried Fruits going back 
to open market conditions a.gain. Dried F'ruits 
cause the Ministry a lot of worry, and it is a 
difficult commodity to handle. The Ministl.·:t 
wants to retain the essential commoditieS 
which are more easily 'handled. Take one 
example, where they sold to one retailer :50 
boxes_ of Californian Thompsons in cardboard 
boxes, smashed up, dripping with moisture and 
black as tar, and ·the merchant down the 
!Streets getS 50 boxes of Australian sultanas 
a.t the same price! That is one of the rea~ 
sons why Dried Fruits is one of the difficult 
commodities to haildle- and why the Ministry 
would like to leave Dried FTuits to the trade~ 
Our job is to press for the conl:inu~nce of that 
contract, ·particularly in view of what is hap
pening in California, today. We have spoken 
of the problems of marketing Dried Fruit.;;, 
we have seen extension of plantings taka 
place we have had criticism of _shortages anC! 
have had to keep quiet because we had lost 
production through natural conditions at a 
time when Great Britain wanted a big portion 
of our crop. We knew that these conditions 
would ari;:.;e again.- Of the Californian pro· 
duction of 320,000 to 350,000 tons of raisins, 
160,000 tons can be. sold in the U.S.A., and 
the maximum that California will market else· 
where-on the cOntinent of Europe, in Canad-a, 
New: Zealand and the East, and eliminating 
the U.K. as a buyer, is probably 30,000 tons. 
The shortage of dollars throughout the world 
means that there are not the buyers through• 
out the world, and that shortage will continue 
for a long time to come. If packers of Cali
fornian fruit rilarketm 190,000 tons out of 
320,000, theY are doing a. good job. From 
advice received by the Export Control Board. 
the Californian growers have been pressing 
the government to reliev-e them of their prob· 
lem of the surplus in California. That prob· 
lem will continue for some time to come be
cause of the shortage of dollars. Californian 
prices fell from 20 cents a lb, or 22 cents 
f.o.r. Fresno ,to n ·cents this year. The g:row· 
ers had called an indignittion meeting, and 
there were 5000 to 6000 growers at the meet
ing in a hall that normally held 3500. They 
passed a resolution calling on the U.S. De· 
partment of Agriculture to clear their fruit 

·and help them out of the difficulties they 
were -in. _The answer was the 60,000 tons 
purchase. The Depa-rtment of Agriculture 
~alled for bids by tlie packers for relief to 
Europe purchases and the growers criticisetl 
it for calling for bids for that quantity; the 
price for the first 30,000 tons had been around 
160 dollars a ton. In this cise, the paCker.s 
went to the growers who were desperate and 
who bid and _counter--bid until they reached. 
under n cents ~ lb, but the packers did not 
buy although they sold at that price to the 
government. That happening sb,ows the value 
of the A.D.F.J\. here. If the Australian gov· 
ernment were to call for tenders for the SUP" 
ply of Dried Fruits, it would call on the 
packers and the packers would come to the 
Association. In such a situation in California, 
tb,e packers forced the price down to n cents, 
leaving the growers 120 dollars a ton. If 
there _were ever an outstanding example of 
the value of organisatiOn to our industry, you 
have it- in what happened and what is hap· 
pening in California today. No packer can 
declare a price for your fruit, the price is 
determined bY an association of the packers 
and the growers in which the growers are in 
the majority. 

CALIFORNIAN CONDITIONS 

In is interesting to note that the 120 dollars 
a short ton, which the Californian growers 
would receive on packers' quotations for the 
61,000 tons sold to the U.S. Government, is the 
equivalent to £52 a ton Australian. I think 
you can see that Californian cost of production 
figtlres are very simil~r to our costs today, and 
there is a degree of satisfaction in that fact, 
although there is no satisfaction in facing the 
:p-roblem of an industry which can market 
·commercially only 190,000 tons of the 320,000 
to 350,000 tons produced. You can see that 
there is every necesSity for Oitr Department 
o~ Commerce and the Export Control Board 
.to negotiate this contract to Grea;t Britain. 

.INTERNATIONAL TRADE CHARTER 

An international trade charter with provi
sioD.s for inter~government cammodity ·al"
rangements is another matter which we may 
have to conside-r. While the British Govern
ment is prepared to consider contracts for 
essential foods, w_e h,ave to consider a _possible 
change of government. A new .gOvernment 
might amend the definition of essential foods 
~ it might cgl_lnge tAe polic~ with t'~&ld 

to non-essential foodstuffs. Five years will not 
take long to run, and we may ~ave to ·race the 
coinpetition of California with Europe as it is. 
not having the money to spend on raisins. 
With the cost of the tooling up of industry to 
be met in those countries, there is .going to be 
a minimum that can be spent on semHuxury 
goods, and I think that for a long time there 
will be a minimum spent on Dried F'ruits. 
We must have regard_ to tb.e possibility of an 
inter-government commodity arrangement un
der which markets would -be. rationed and 
maximum· and ·minimum prices fixed in agree· 
ment on a cost of prodUction to the producer. 
Stock; piles would have to be created out of 
the surplus to ensure that there would he no 
shortage iri. the following year. Quotas would 
be base~ on- pre-war :figures of consumption 
with an increase to provide for increased 
standards of living. An agreement applicable 
to Australia, South Africa, Californfa, Turkey 
and Greece, and providing for selling prices 
and q"Q,otas is, in general terms, -one of the 
possibilities we have to face. The question 
will then arise as to the quotas to which we 
will be entitled. If such an agreement comes 
into effect in 5 years' time. the quotas ex
ported during the preceding :five years would 
form the ... export tonnage anowed to each pro· 
ducing country. If we in Victoria and South 
Australia are going to divert a considerable 
tonnage of our raisin grapes to the winerie~. 
as we have done in the last two years, there 
is a possibility that the growers ·who partici
pate in these diversions are going to give up 
their markets ~n the dried fru'its for ever. 

DIVE-RSION TO DI,S.TILLERIES 

I want to stress· the point that such an in
ternational trade charter has been discussed 
with South Africa and the U.S.A. and the 
economists there are satisfied that· it is the 
only solution of the problem of wOrld Dried 
Fruits marketing. As you study it you will 
apPreciate its implications, and you will 
realise the necessity of Australia's _securin:; 
before it becomes effectiye, the greatest pos
sible market for export tonnage in order to 
retain that market under an international 
commodity arrangement. And I would ask 
those growers who are diverting their grapes 
to the distilleries to consider that you are 
diverting, to the distilleries today, fruit you 
will be wanting to dry in a few years henc9 
and wanting the industry to find markets for 
it. By refusing to find an export market for 
your grapes today, you may be losing that 
market for all time, and a't tlie expense of 
the loyal growers. These are the main prob
lems, one or two oth·el-s will come up as items 
on the agenda. (Applause). 

BOARD CHAIRMAN COMMENTS 

Mr. H. D. Howie: We are all pleased to 
have Mr. Malloch report on what has been 
done, and we can congratulate ourselves on 
what has been saved in the face of the U.S.A.'s 
original demands for the abolition of all 
Empire Preferences which in Great Britain 
was 8/- a cwt, in Canada 3 cents a lb., and in 
New .Zealand ~d or about-£7 a ton. I am sure 
You will realise what Mr. Malloch's represen
tation meant tO the Industry. Mr. McCarthy 
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· ·Mr. Jemison Elected To 

A.D.F.A. Board 
The consensus of opinion of the dele

gates of _the recent Federal Council of 
the Australian Dried Fruits' Association 
is that the South Australian members 
made a sound choice when they decided 
to nominate Mr. J. R. Jemison as a can
didate for the vacancy created by thl'! 
retirement of Mr. Bruce Murdo-ch. 

The nomination rests with the C.ow1-
cil, but in custom the prerogafi've is left 
to the section con-cerned. From a good 
team o.f South Australian delgates, any 
of which has the ability, Mr. Jemison 
was their selectroi1; which is a tl"ibute 
to him. ·The pur-pose of this report is 
not to necessarily eulogise, but to em· 
phasize the very sound basis in the e!ec
Hon of a man to represent growers. 

Mr. Jemison is a member of the South 
Australian Dried Fruits Boatd,· and co· :: 
inci'dently he took Mr. Murdoch's place g 
when he retired from that Board. He g 
has been a: member of the Tree Fruits g 
Committee, which collaborates with the § 
A.D.F.A. Board, for many years. I 
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of the Department of Commerce has con
gratulated the Industry on the representative 
we sent and has acknowledged the outstandht,'?,'" 
value of the help he received from· Mr. Mal
loch. I know that lVIr. McCarthy has been a 
wonderful advocate for the industries on 
whose behalf he was negotiating at Geneva. 
The time will come when I think this Industry 
might acknowledge that assistance by record· 
ing its appreciation of the work done by the 
departmental officers and the Minister :i.'or 
Commerce because there may be some criti
cism of the concessions that had to be made, 
and someone may say that they have sold ou:r 

·birthright. They stood to lose the lot, al!i:l 
what they save is a gain for us. At the proper 
time I propose to send a letter to the Minister 
refe'tring to the"-' negotiations with regard to 
Imperial Preference and saying that, while we 
reg-ret that it was not possible to retain the 
existing :preferences ,we realise that he and 
his officers have fought to- keep the conc-es
sions down to a minimum, and ar-e pleased 
that that objective has been achieved, and also 
stressing the necessitY for a long-term Dried 
F'ruits contrq,et with the -U.K., and acknowl
edging that in the present departmental offi
cers we have men who have worked well !n 
including Dried Fruits with the commodities 
Great Britain wants from Australia. A letter 
on these lines may be quoted at a later stage, 
and I want to feel that Lhave the ·industry 
behind me on it. (Applause). 

The Chai'rman: We take it as resolved 
that at the appropriate ti-me Mr. Howie will 
forward to the Ministe1· for Commerce a let
ter in those· terms.. , . t5 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £250,000 _____ PAID-UP FUNDS £175,000 

" .-:~. 

7--..;";: 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Ct;ndials, Fruit ]u:ces, 
Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

«PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mil dura 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assuranc~s Effected. 

::.o::>.1:cmrn:~> )s ,,,; 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

~ - - . 
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All reports, correspondence, e;tc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, 1\lildura, Victoria. 

Te/epho11es: Mildura 5 and 73. 
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~ Ali Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to ~ 
.~ forward items of interest to the industry § 
~ as a whole for publicat~on in the·"News." ~ 
? ..... , .... .,,,,,,,,,,,,.,..,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,., .. ,, •. ~ 
Here's jfeedo111.· to bim that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For tbere's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

NOVEMBER, 1947 

RETROSPECT AND 
PROSPECT 

Burns. 

THE passing of an old year and the com
. mencement of a new period of endeavour, 
surely, is an appropriate time for pause and 
reflection. It is- a healthy exercise commendable 
to any individual and not less salutary when 
undeiiaken by the unit in his relation to the 
industry in which he is engaged. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Industry has 
not been without its problems and an;Peties 
during the past few years. True, we have 
escaped the war-caused devastation that has 
laid waste the primary industries o.f many 
another less -favored land', but the war years 
and their aftermath _have not - been without 
their effect upon the industry and its growers. 

It would appear that the industry-like it 
or not-must become reconciled to a reduc.
tion in the- preference it has fOr so long e~
joyed within the family of the British Com
monwealth -of Nations. Decisions on a high 
Governmental level appear to mean that the 
:United Kingdom preference, which has meant 
so much in the stabilisation of the industry, 
is to be cut by as much as 2 5 per -e;:ent. 

The harvest of 1947 marked the third con
secutive year of below average crops, the total 
Au~tralian production in the year just ended 
being slightly above One-hal£ of the record 
yea!. 
The ever increasing cOsts of production give 

cause for some serious consideration. It would 
be an exceedingly interesting study to investi
gate the p">Qsition of the average in--dividual 
grower today as compared with his pos!tion 
ten years ago. Has he made any material 
financial progre'ss? It is probable that a 
thorough investigation would resolve the ques
tion in the negative. 

The labor_ sUpply available for harvesting 
operations must come within the survey of 
indus-r;ry prospects and problems. The new 
award of the Commonwealth Arbitration 
~ourt prescribes payment for a 40 hour week 
on the basis of the 44 hours worked in previous 
years. The 'industry does not object to the 
granting of good working conditions and re
muneration when the labor return is approx
imately equivalent, but the position might 
very easily become critical if, under the new 
industrial set-up, employees refused to work 
overtime during the harvesting period. 

Looking to the future, there is every reason 
to be optimistic with regard to the prospect 
of concluding long-term agreements with the 
United Kingdom and other Empire markets 
for the purchase of considerable quotas of the 
Australian Dried Fruit crop. Despite the 
pressure from the dollar areas, the trade ties 
fostered-and in some case initiated.,;,_by the 
Ottawa Conference mean something within 
the framework af the British Commonwealth 
and Empire. · · · . · · -- · · · · · 
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DRIED. FRUITS CROP ·.POT.ENTlAL . . ' -

FOR 1943 
~ 

(Paper by Mr. A. V. Lyon, Officer in Charge, C.SJ.R., Merbein) 

In the unavoidable absence of Mr. Lyon a statement prepared by him was 
read to the Federal Council by Mr. E. C. Orton, dealing with the potentia!yield 
indicated by bunch counts, production hazards and counter-balancing effects. 
Some difference of opinion was expressed by delegates on the matter of cine
turing sultanas. Here follows the text of the statement, together with features 
of the discussion: 

The shoots arising from spurs on the Gordo 
Blanco and the Zante Currants are invariably 
fruitful. The yield variations from year to 
year for these vines are dependent on the sea¥ 
son and the growth enYironment; and the1·e is 
no point in discussing their potential yield 
from the point of view of the number of in
t!orescences · now showing. The fruitfulness 
of the sulta·na varies from year to year; and it 
has been established that, within the limits of 
potential crop now showing, the ultimate yield 
is closely associated with the number of 
bunches borne by the vines. 

ESTIMATE 194748 SULTANAS 
Counts this year disclose the foUowing num

bers:-

District No. of Vines A v. Bunches Stanc'tard 
Examined per Vine Deviation 

Mildura Trust 
Area .. 600 31.1 11 

Red Cliffs 600 35.2 11 
Merbein •••• 600 37.4 15 

Mildura 
District • 1,800 34.6 6.9 

Fenmark .. 600 29.3 15 

The figures are below any recorded in recent 
years, and closely follow the prediction from 
the May examination of dormant buds. In a 
perfect year, a total pack of appToximately 
.100,000 tons is possible. The final sugar con
tent is associated with temperatures and sun
light from commencement of growth in early 
SE·ptember until harvest. With a late sprout~ 
ing, and at date delayed development of the 
shoots and inflorescences. it is extremely nn
li1tely that the vines will deVelop the high level 
of sugar obtained in years of more satisfactory 
sea.sonal conditions throughout the growth 
period. On the other hand, a future combina
tion of good weather and the low- bUnch num
ber, can give a satisfactory measure of -recov
ery. Considerihg all the circumstances a 
total pack -of say 80,000 tons appears a justifi
able estimate of present potentialities. 

PRODUCTION HAZARDS 
EarlY hazards have not occurred to date to 

tlJe extent that the total pack will be materhtl
ly affected. There have been losses from hail 
and frost on restricted areas. Apart from 
bazards, the production of dried fruit is always 
on· a satisfactory level; and the majority of 
growers are invariably satisfied with their 
yield when they can get it without seasonal 
losses; and at present they are in a position to 
do this. With a realisation of the importance 
of the present crop, the Research Station has 
taken special measures this year to ensure 
that the vines and the seasonal conditions are 
carefully watched; and that growers are warn
eel in rega'rd to any preventable hazard, includ
ing disease and entomological pests. Special 
mention is made of Oidium. The shoots this 
year are very sensitive, and this disease could 
do a lot of harm unless November- sulphuririg 
is adopted. 

THE SEASON TO DATE 
_Wholly unsatisfactory from the point of view 

of vine development, and the shoots are far 
too immature for this time of the year. The 
season has been very satisfactory in that the 
potential crop, with few exceptions, is intact 
in all areas; and the sprouting as a percentage 
of total dormant buds is normal and satisfac
tory-. 

COI:I>NTERBALANCE FOR A LOW 
POTENTIAL CROP 

Some growers utilised the May announce
ment Of a. low fruitfulness by leaving more 
canes to avoid unfruitful shoots disclosed on 
the -tei~rilin3.1s 'Of the canes at the May examina~ 
tion of the buds. These· practices could with 
advantage be extended more generally. 
Attention is ~also directed to a praetic€:, 
particularly with contract pruners aud 'also · 
with inexperienced. pruners, of leaving sultana 

terminals unpruned. Cases have come under 
notice where this llas reduced crop potentiali
ties. 

Looking ahead, the1;e should be· some advan
tage this ye~tr in a single cut cincture for sui· 
t<:l.Ilas. Our experienced shows that this does 
not affect the vine adversely; and on the vine
yards car1•ying less than say 30 bunches, it is 
possible to lift the yield. Chicturing may also 
apply with advantage to vineyards where the 
bunches have been reduced by haiL Counts 
on a number of vineyards show that in a few 
individual cases there is almost total loss from 
hail; and for these cases no recovery -is pos
sible. In other cases, about 20 bunches are 
left; and these could benefit by cincture. 

DJCUSSSJON 

Mr. Murdoch, South Australia:- I think cine· 
turing sultanas is a dangerous practice. As 
a rule, it produces a tight bunch wl1ich does 
not allow the rain any exit and which in the 
dip does not allow the liquid to pass through. 

Mr. Little, New South Wales: Personally. I 
have had somewhat similar experience with 
regard to cincturing; when the rain came along 
the fruit just collapsed. 

Mr. Curren, South Australia: I do not believe 
in cincturing for sultanas; it will wreck the 
vines over a number of years; they get so 
much dry wood in the, stem and on tile crown. 
A few years ago I discussed this question• vdth 
Mr: Lyon. I had cinctured odd ro-~vs alter
nately, and I told him that the results from 
cincturing were 30 per cent. more fruit but 
very poor fruit. I explained that it ]l:'o<':;w.;od 
big bunches and big berries-exception:•,li_,, big 
berries, almost as large as small \VaHlw.rns--~ 
but, largely because of lack of sugar cmc~,_out, 
they dried out iive and six to one and gttYe 
a very poor sample, even under fairly good con·· 
ditions. If you leave the cinctured vines un
p~cked until the end of March, you will never 
get within 2 or 3 degrees Baume of what yon 
will get on an uncinctured sultana. 

Mr. Casey, Victoria: I would like to support 
Mr. Lyon's recommendation about cincturing. 
My first attempt was in 1911; it is a job you 
cannot do every year. Wh\m you find a patch 
of vines going to wood, year after year, you 
have to do something to stop them, and I .find 
that ciucturing is that something. I have 
had a patch that was smothered with wood; 
by cinctaring I got over a 3-ton crop from it. 
I know that cinctured sultanas will not -~veigh 
out like the uncinctured fruit. As for the 
fruit going bad, that is a matter of luck; some
times you might not get sugar in them, but if 
your fruit is riper it will go rotten quickm·. In 
1911, I got by with an average of 2 ton 2 cwt., 
and I put more fruit in than .other growers. 

Mr. Orton: I am certain that that is the 
idea; a number of growers have had the same 
experience. When the vines are running to 
wood, cincturing makes them bear, and, even 
with the only one cincture, they will keep on 
bearing. 

Mr. Henshilwood: Many years back I cinc
tured a row of 30 vines. I kept the fruit 
separate, :filling the buckets to the same extent 
as the uncinctured grapes, and dried and 
weighed them all separately. The result was· 
that the uncinctured sultanas weighed one~ 
third more than the cinctUred vines. The ber· 
ries on the cinctured vines were as long as 
Walthams and were jammed into each other, 
but they did not mature. Had they been left 
to mature to the same extent another month
the difference might not have been so great, 
but you could not wait on their maturing be
cause of what you -would lose if the rain came. 

Mr. Cameron, Victoria: There is an element 
of danger in cincturing _ this year because of 
the late burst. The vines are not as far ahead 
as usual for this time of the year. If the ;vine 
is at all weak or delayed in its growth, there 
is a possibility that the maturity of the wood 
or its subsequent growth will be· affected. 

Mr. Henshilwood: The latest~r ~inctured was 
in December. 

Delegates expressed appreciation of -Mr. 
Lyoil's informative statement, together with 
his ·work for the InduStry. 
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An APPRECIATION of SERVICES RENDERED 
A gesture of appreciation was given by the Australian Dried Fruits Associa

tion when members ·of the Board of Management, delegates appointed to the 
Federal Council, visitors to the Council and Guests representing associated 
interests in the Dried Fruits Industry gathered together at a complimentary 
dinner given by the Association to Mr. W. N. Sumner, ].P., General Secretary, 
and Mr. ]. B. Murdoch, Board Member, on the occasion of their retirement. 
Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., Cha:rman of the Board of Management, presided. 

The function was an unqualied success and gave Delegates the opportunity of 
saying goodbye to two men who for many years have been closely and actively 
connected with the Association and its work. 

The toast "The King" was proposed by Mr. 
Howle, and, in pro:posing "Mr. \V. N. Sumner, 
J.P.," he recalled the _early association which 
Mr. Sumner had with the Dried Fruit Industry. 
He had first met Mr. Sumner in 1918, but be
lieved that dried fruits was Mr. Sumner's in· 
terest as far back as 1899 in the _days of Alfred 
Gollin. Mr. Howie then read a letter from 
Mr. Jeffrey, President of tl1e Fed>?ral Dried 
Fruits Distributors' Associations, _in which was 
expressed apPreciation for the years of friend

" ly co-operation the Merchants' organisation 
h~d experienced with Mr. Sumner, and the 
wish that he would enjoy many years of happy 
retirement. Mr. Howie concluded by saying 
that in the retirement of Mr. Sumner, the Asso
ciation was losing a man, assiduous and con· 
scientious, of high integrity and endeavor. 
Personally he was losing a close friend. Mr. 
D. C \Vinterbottom,. in supvorting tJle toast, re~ 
marked that in the hands of Mr. Sumner the 
affairs of the Association had always been 
safely and ably administered, and confirmed 
Mr. Howie's wish that Mr. Sumner and his 
good lady would enjoy many years of happy 
retirement. 

DELEGATES TRIBUTES 

l\'ir. Howie then asked the following dele· 
gntes to speak, or read any letters of goodwill 
1·vhich t11ey might bear from Branches: Messrs. 
E. I~. Lloyd _on behalf of Nyah Growers' Union 
o.-,,d Nyah branch of A.D.F.A.; J. R. 'Little, Bun~ 
gurlj·"ah Kora!eigh, and Goodnight Settlers' 
~:'.ssociations; S. G. Cutler, Aurora Fruit Grow
ers' Association; A. Rawlings, 1\:Ierbein Dried 
:wl'uits Growers' Union; E. J. Casey, l'.Hldura 
C·.)-op. Fruit Co. Ltd.; R. G. Hallam, Barmera 
Branch A.D.F.A.; J. R.. Jemison, Waikerie 
branch A.D.F.A.; R. Curren, Berri Executive 
A.D.F.A.; H. Youngs, Red Cliffs branch 
A.D.F.A.; J. Craig, A.D.F.A. West Australian 
Branch; L. B. O'Donnell, Curlwaa branch 
A.D.F.A.; J. Henshilwood, lVIildura Dried Fruits 
Association; E. J. Hudson, Murrumbidgee Dis~ 
trict Council A.D.F.A.; E. N. Seary, Renmark 
lJ:;:anch A.D.F.A.-; A. J. Chapman, Non-Irrigated 
Council_ A.D.F.A.; H. VV. Newton, Agents' 
Representatives, South Australia. 

PRESENTATION 

MR. J. B. MURDOCH 

Mr. P. Malloch, in proposing the toast "J. B. 
Murdoch" said he had two feelings. One was 
of keen regret that an association of such Ion g 
standing was now to be broken, but the other 
was pleasure in realising that Mr. Mm·doch's 
intention to retire had been made :in such a 
way that it was possible for him to know the 
extent of appr-eciation, affection and respect all 
bore him. Mr. Malloch, in _reviewing the prob
lems of marketb~g Dried Fruits oversE,as, and 
the steady growth of co-operation between the 
various interests of the Industry in' Australia, 
re-ferred to the sterling work undertaken by 
Mr. Murdoch, both as a member of the Board 
of Management, and for many years as one of 
the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board. 
His integrity an.d industry had been such that 
growers had shown their confidence b"y con~ 
tinuing to re-elect him to office, and they, with 
his colleagues, would miss his wise counsels. 
After reading a letter of appreciation from his 
col!lilagues on the, Board of Management, he ex
pressed the good wishes of aU and presented 
Mr. Murdoch with a gift that carried with it 
the appreciation of the industry. 

Mr. J. H. Gordon supported the toast. It 
was with regret that he saw the breaking up 
of a companionship whiCh had been so close 
over the years. Mr. Murdoch was the essence 
of trustworthiness and sincerity, and the In
dustry had been all the more fortunate for 
haTing a man of such calibre to assist in guid
ing_ its destinies. He recalled how 'in the early 
days Mr. Murdoch had been something of a 
stormy petrel, fighting for the tl1ings which he 
thought were right and for the common good, 
and it was througli men of such courage and 
pertinacity that the industry had been built up. 

MR. MURDOCH'S REPLY 

Mr. Murdoch replied with feeling. His lollg 
association wit11 them all was exp-ressed in the 
quotation "The friends thou hast, and their 
adoption tried, grapple them to thy soul with 
hoops of steel" and his parting from amongst 
them was contained in the words "Tears ex
hibit my tongue." Although he. was retiring 
from active particivation in the affaifs of the 
industry, he hoped he would one day be of serw 
vice to it in a wider sphere. His retireme.nt 
would mean the infusion of new blood into 
the Board of Management which he felt would 
be for the beSt. Over the years he had been 
proud to help build the unique organisation 
wbich was tbe A.D.F.A., but he warned those 
about him to guard the rights which they had 
gained by ensuring that the A.D.F.A. remained 
the watchdog of the industry, He valued the 
close associations he had had with them all, 
both individually and through the Board of 
:rvtanagem8nt, and he would treasure the letter 

' 
'\Y bich he had received and the memories of 
serving and :fighting for what he had always 
believed to be a great cause. 

UTHE GUESTS" 

Mr. L. B. O'Donnell, supported by Mr. E. N. 
Seary, proposed the toast of "Our Guests.', 
Reference was made to the unique organisar 
tion of the Dried.Fruits Industry whereby tbe 
A.D.F.A., the Commonwealth and State Boards 
aud the Merchants' Association had all colla
borated so closely to stabilise marketing. The· 
merchants were congratulated for their excel
lent system of distribution and their work in 
se-lling dried fruits j_n Australia. Problems of 
disvosal of production had to be faced in the 
ccnrting years; the value of Empire preference 
was more obvious today than ever. Growers 
were, indeed, fortunate in the high cavacity 
<1f those members representing the various 
Boards and the Merchants. 

RESPONSES 

Responses were made bY Mr. R. H. Gilbert, 
Chairman, Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Bo_ard; Mr. Parker J. Moloney, Chairman, 
State Boards' Consultative Committee; and 
Mr. E, C. Pethebridge, Vice-president, FederRl 
Dried Fruits Distributiors' Association. 

Mr. Gilbert remarked that the gathering 
gave him .his first opportunity to see the cover~ 
age of the A.D.F.A. and its strength. · Its or
ganisation had been ably managed by Mr. 
Sumner who, he could remember, had been 
connected with Dried Fruits through Gollins 
right from the early days. He was pro.ud --to 
tell them that during his last visit to England 
he had been constantly reminded that Austra
lian dried fruits, particularly sultanas, were 
the finest flavored in the world. Mr. Parker 
Moloney congratulated Mr. Sumner on his raw 
turn to good health and expressed the wish 
that his days of __ retirement would be long in 
the. land. Spe8:king as an old Parliamen
tarian, he saw that conversely to the action of 
many politicians to retire from Parliament to 
a seat on a Board, Mr. Murdoch intended to 
retire from a Board to strive for a seat in 
Parliament. To him he wished the best of 
luck nnd good fortune. To all those present 
he recalled the steadfastness of the growers to 
the ideals of organised marketing at the time 
of the James case when they had agreed to 
sen through the hastily prepared selling chan
nels until the industry could be stabilised. It 
was an event of wortJ;ly memory. Mr. Pethe~ 
bridge recaptured some humorous remmiS· 
cences of his early assQciations with Mr. 
Sumner,. and felt that the sentiments express~ 
ed by Mr. Jeffrey in his letter conveyed all that 
he, and those he represented, felt. He was 
glad to know that the Merchants, through their 
methods of distribution, had played their part 
in establishing the dried fruits industry, and 
he hoped that ·with a good harvest next year, 
many of the problems of supply which had con
fronted Merchants this year would be consider~ 
ably eased. 

Other guests present representing associated 
interests were Messrs. G. E. Kitchen-Kerr, C. J. 
VVard, E. J. Mulvany, R. A. Marx and 0. A. 
Frederick. 

The final toast, "Mr. Howie," expressing ap

preciation for his able and kindly chairma·n~ 
ship of the dinner was, due to the unfortunate 
restrictions of thB Hcensing laws, drunk some~ 
what unorthodox!)-, but nevertheless sincerely. 

Before Mr. Sumner responded Mr. Howie 
presented him with a wallet containing 
£113/12/· as a token of appreciation from the 
A.D.F.A. branches for his services; a silver 
cRlie st::md., the gift of the members and staff 
of the Commonwealth Dried Fruit Control 
Board; a leather travelling case and rug from 
the State Dried Fruits Boards and a tea~set 
from the members of the Board of MaJ]_age
ment. ! H~YMPLE PACKING -PTY. LTD .. I' 

MR. SUMNER'S RESPONSE 

rn his response Mr. Sumner said he was 
o·verwhelmed by the goodwill and friendship 
shown to him by those present and by all of 
those who they represented. He would trea~ 
Sure the many letters of goodwill ftom 
branches which had been given to him, as he 
would the 1Jeautiful gifts which he had receiv~ 
ed. Mr. Sumner recalled some of the very 
earlY history of the Dried Fruit Industry when 
he traced its growth and development from 
1899 to the present day. A unique reference 
which he made was the confidence which- grow
ers had in +he· Board of Management; the 
shortest period was 14 years unbroken service, 
whilst the longest was 25 years. He wished 
to express his thanks to one and all for their 
_generosity and kindness, and to remind theni 
that although 119 was soon to hand over the 
reins of oft1ce, he looked forward to·- meeting 
each and all of them from time to time. 
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MERBEIN RJID CUFFS 

. :J 

·rl' 
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P. liM!l.OCH, 
Manager • 



r 

I 

• 

~0 AUSTRAUAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, NOVEMBER, 1947 

WORLD FOOD PROBLEMS 
One of the greatest problems which is 

exercising the minds of the United Nations 
today is the question of distributing food to 
those parts of the world where it is most 
urgently needed, and the complexity of this 
problem is grap.hically presented in the reM 
cently received report by the Preparatory 
Commission 0-f the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations. 
Its proposals, not only concern the present 

but the funture, and they are far-reaching. Ju 
brief. they are designed to 

{a) raise levels ()f nutrition and standards 
of living of the peoples of the United 
Nations; 

(b) secure improvementS in the efficlency 
of production and distribution of all food and 
agricultural products; 

(c) better the condition of rural popula
tions; 

(d) contribute toward an expanding world 
·economy; 

(e) stabilise agricultural prices at levels 
fair to producers and consumers alike. 

CO-OPERATION ESSENTIAL 
To impleinent the_se proposals close co·opera

tion of the United Nations is regarded as es
sential. Indeed it would -seem that the e:xist
ing intervention, born of World War If, by 
G-overnments in international trade will have to 
continue to ensure success. 

Programmes of food production, marketing, 
pries stabilisation, and a controlled equilib
rium between production and consumption are 
envisaged. The necessity· for those planned 

programmes was realised by the Commission 
>\']len it records that "it is usel-ess to produce 
more food unless men and nations provide the 
markets to absorb it, There must be an ex
ransion of the whole world economy to pro-
vide the purchasing power sufficient to main
tain an adequate diet for all." The buying 
power of the non-agricultural population must 
rise at a speed which matches the increase in 
food production so that food can be paid for at 
l'easonable prices. 

FINAN""CE: IMPORTANT 
Naturally, finance is an important feature. 

In addition to the existing channels of com
mercial credit and international exchange, 
assistance from the International Monetary 
Fund and the- International Bank for Recon
struction and Development will be sought 
wllen necessary. Consideration has been 
given to the judicious timing of international 
expansion and contraction of credits as one 
means of meeting economic depressions. 

It is proposed that some arrangements 
should be reached to hold not only Reserve 
Stocks, but also a Famine Reserve, and, what 
is termed Buffer Stocks. These latter wo-ald 
be utilised to support the operation of Price 
Stabilisation Reserves. 

Altogether the report, which is too long to 
review in detail. is absorbingly interesting, 
and shows a realistic attitude to the important 
problem of food production and distribution. 
To what -extent world political developments 
will permit it operating remains for the future 
to decide. 
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EFFECTIVE ANSWER TO PlANT PESTS 

For effective control of pl,ant pests and diseases 

on YOUR property use I.C.I. Dependable Plant 
Protection Products. 

'PESPRUf' D.D.T Dusts and Sprays-for positive 
protection against insect pests. 'CUPROX'-the 
effective Copper Fungicidal Spray 'PHYOMONe' 

SPRAY-prevents pre-harvest drop. 'SHIRLAN' 
A.G. FIJNGLCIDE-for Mould and Mildew. 
WINTERWASH A and 'CAPSINE'--,-forcontrol 

of green and black aphis. 'HORTOMONE' A 
-Plant Hormones to stimulate root growth of 

cuttings. ' WETOMJC' SULPHUR - th~ 
efficient wettable sulphur spray. 'AGRAL'
wetters and spreaders for all sprays. 'ATLACIDE' 
-the efficient non-poisonous weed killer. 

Distributed b7: M.S.W.: 
WilliamCoopor&Nephews
(Au5t.) Pty •. Ltd. VIC.: 
Messrs. Ramsay & Tregan
owan Ltd. Q'LD.: A.c.F. 
& Shirley's Fertilisers ltd. 
S.A,: Eldl.r, Smitb & Co. 
Ltd. W.A.: The Wut• 
ralian Farmers Co-op. 
ltd. TAS.: Chemical & 
T:~xtil!! Agencies Pty. ltd. 

DEPENDABLE 

PLANT PROTECTION 

PRODUCTS 

... ~:i:. 

GRADE FIXING 

COMMITTEE, 1948 

Federal Council Elections 

In connection with gr-ade fixing commit

tees the following discussion took place at 
Federal Council: 

Mr. Malloch: Consideration Of the appoint
ment of Grade Fixing Committees has been 
deferred until we had the notes of a confer· 
ence in Mildura with regard to Grade Fixing 
procedure. There are two items in them 
which affect the Grade Fixing Committee; 
that tentative and final grade fixing should be 
carried out in Mildura and samples matched in 
South Australia and Nyah when found neces
sary,1 and that it would be desirable to have 
grade fixing in some years in South Australia 
and Nyah-Woorinen. It was agreed that, with 
a view to reducing the numbel' of persons en
gaged in grade fi:!Cing, representation should be 
limited as follows: Department of Commerce 
and Agriculture 2, Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board 1, Commonwealth Dried Fruit Board 1. 
and A.D.F .A. representatives-M:ildura 2, Nyah
·woorinen 1, South Australia 2 and Agents 1. 
From the A.D.F.A., for the sample grade fixing 
we would therefore require 6 representatives. 

. V?hen it comes to matching in South Australia. 
Nyah-Woorinen, the South Australia non-irri· 
gatiou areas and ·western Australia, the full 
committee appointed bY the Association at the 
Ji'ederal Council will be nominated as in the 
past, but I suggest that instead . of appointing 
a conveyor for the different districts we ap
point the Central Committee representatives 
fl.·om the district. We then have our full com
mittee for matching purposes and a Central 
Grade Fixing Committee. Where we had 
three representatives in Mildura, they will now 
be reduced to two, and I move that Mr. Wea
th€rburn and Mr. J. A. Rickard represent the 
Mildura Packers Association. . As regards 
N"yah·Woorinen, in the past Mr. McKay of the 
Nyah Fruitgrowers Co-operative Co. Ltd., was 
a representative of the agents, and an addition 
mjght be made there in place of Mr. McKay 
for the Nyah Co-operative. Mr. C. Pascoe 
was nominated by Mr. Lloyd as an additional 
nopresentative in Mr. McKay's place. 

Mr. Malloch (replying to Mr. Chapman who 
asked if the Non·Irrigated areas would match 
their samples at Port Adelaide): Matching will 
continue as in the past. In the South Austra
lian Non-Irrigated areas the work of the com
mittee is all matching. 

Mr. Malloch then nominated the six A.D.F.A. 
re-presentatives on the Central Grade Fixing 
Committee, as finally elected. 

Mr. Champan explained that, in connection 
with the Tree Fruits Committee, South Aus· 
tralian Non-Irrigated Areas which was an 
A.D.:F'.A. committee, Crowe & Newcombe Ltd. 
were big packets and were rather hurt at be· 
ing left out. Mr. Shepley, was not interested 
and did not attend meetings of the Tree Fruits 
Committee, and it had been suggested that Mr. 
A. L. Zimmerman, of Crowe & Newcombe Ltd., 
would be of help on the Committee. Mr. Win
terbottom said that the appointment of Mr. 
Zimmerman would be a sound idea. 

The Chairman declared the Grade Fixing 
Committees elected as follows:-

Mildura Packers' Association--Vine Fruits: 
J. A. Rickard, F. Weatherburn. Tree I~Tuits: 
D. C./ Winterbottom, A. R. Hampton (Con
venor). 

Nyah .and Woorinen-Vine Fruits: A. S. P. 
Basey, W. Malloch, and C. Pascoe. 

South Australian River Packers' Association 
-Vine Fruits: J. R. Jemison, E. N. Seary and 
I. F. Hill. Tree Fruits: J. R. Jemison (Con· 
venor), I. F. Hill, and L. H. Laffer. 

Non-Irrigate({ Areas, South Australia-Vine 
Fruits: D. Farmer, T. B. Ra~e. Tree Fruits: 
D. Farmer (Convenor), A. L. Zimmerman. 

Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas-Vine Fruits: 
R. Mallinson, J. Boag. Tree Fruits: T. Steele 
(Convenor), J. Sainty. 

Victorian Agents-Vine Fruits: C . .J. Ward. 
Tree· Fruits: C . .J. Ward. 

South Australian Agents-Vine Fruits: H. 
w. Newton, E. P. Shepherd. Tree FrUits: H. 
w. Newton, E. P. Shepherd. 

New South Wales Agents-Vine Fruits: W .. 
F, •rownsend. Tree Fruits: W. F. Townsend. 

Western Australian Packers-Vine Fruits~ 
A G. Watt, J. Lowe:. Jas Duff. ~~ 
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PAYROLL TAX 
At Federal C.c~tmdl in the course of dis

cussi'on on exempting primary producers 

from the incidence of Pay Ro!l Tax some 
doubt yvas apparent as to the exact defini
tion M "Wages" as prov~cled i":1 the Act. 
_It was considered that the publication of the 
definition with any rulings by the Commis
sioner of Taxatio·n mi'ght be. oi' use to those 
in the Industry, particularly growers, who 
are required to submit returns to- the De· 
partment. 

The following details have, the1·efore, been 
prepared by· tlle General Secretary of th•3 
.<\.D.F.A. 

"CLAUSE 3 OF THE PAY ROLL TAX 
AESSESSMENT ACT, 1941.'' 

(1) "Wages" means any wages, salary, 
commission, bonuses or allOwances paid or 
payable (whether at piece work rates or 
otherwise and whether paid or payable in cash 
or in kind) to any employee as such anU, 
without limiting the generality of the for'2· 
going, includes; 

(a)·Any payment mad~ under anyJ>rescribed 
classes of contracts to the extent to whicH 
t_hat payment is attributable to labour; 

(b) Any payment made by a company by 
way of remuneration- to ~ director of that 
company; 

(c) ·Any payment made by way of commis~ 
sian to an insurance or time~payment can· 
vasser or collector; and 

(d) the provision by the employer of meals 
or sustenance or the use of premises or" quar~ 
ters as consideration Oi· paft consideration for 
employee's services; 

(2) For the purposes of this Act meals or 
sustenance provided by an employer shall be 
deemed to have a value. of fifteen shillings 
per >veek or, in any particular case or class 
of cases, such other value as is prescribed, 
and the use of premises or quarters provided 
by an employer shall be deemed to have a 
value of five shillings per week or, in any 
particular case or class of cases, such other 
yalue as is prescribed .. -

(3) Where any wages are paid or pay
able in respect of any service performed or 
rendered ,those wages shall, for the purposes 
of this Act, be deemed -to have been paid, -D!' 
to be payable, as the case may be, in respect 
of the period of time in which that .;enice 
was performed or rendered. 

RULINGS BY COMMISSIONER 

Tea .1\Ioney: Is an allowance paid to an 
employee and must be treated as wages. 

Board and Quarters: The values stated in 
Clause 3 (2) as quoted above do not alter 
if the board and qUarters are sufficient for 
the wife-- and children as wen as for the. 
ep1ployee. -

Married Couples. If employed on a "found" 
basis, the wage is the joint cash wage plus 
£2 a weeir i('value ·Of keep. for two persons). 
If emploYed on a "not found" basis and given 
a cottage to live in, the wage is the joint. 
cash wage pbts 10/· per week (value of Iodg· 
ing contracted to be given by two people). 

Odd Meai.s. If less than fiye meals in any 
week is provided for one or more casuals, 
no value. If the number is five to twenty, 9d 

rver meal for all meals. If any employee re
ceives more than twenty odd meals in any 
weelr he is deemed to be in receipt of full 
~ustenance and the value is 15/· per week. 

Bonuses are wqges and must be ·taken into 
calculation. 

Holiday Pay is wages and therefore subject 
to Pay Roll Tax. 

Payment in lieu of notice of dismissal to 
any employee employed on a weekly basis is 
taxable . 

COMBATING SNAILS 
A most compreh_ensive :Series of experiment~ 

"a:r€ being carried out bY the South Australian 
Department of Agricultq.re ·on Mr.- _Seary's 
bloCk· On 26th Stz:eet, Renmark, for combating 
_::mails, which ·hav:e appeared iti ;plague form in 
Certain localities in Renmark. It is under~ 
~toad that the res}llts- ~P to .date have been 
ruost gratifying. 
· r'I..'h,e Irrigation Tr~st is ()btaining a quan· 
tity o_f :m.:etaldehyde: :Which, w]l:en mixed with 
ani.seed ~y.d bran: ~Qn_stityte~ a.n effective 
Feme.dy. 

The proprietary ~ine known as "265'-' also 
t>rOdl!ced an a,mazing a!!!_Q!!J!t..,.Q~_ ~e~tf-.l!Q~On 
t~ ~~ ~J!eg ,1!9Jl1!h~tj_~~ , r,i}~~~ 1,0".>!- . . 

M. I. D .. A. 
On behalf of the committee of Murray 

Industries Devefopment Association Ltd., the 
report for the year ended 30th September, 
1947, was submitted by the Chairman (Mr. 
P. MaHoch) to. Federal Co-uncil. 

The accounts of the Association have beera 
audited by the A.D.F.A. auditors as usual 
and dlsclc·se the foHowing- posltfon. 

Revenue Account.-
Revenue for the year was £1,814; compr1smg 

£1,038 in dividends and-£77G interest. 
· Expt)nses for the year >vere £105; compris· 

hlg £80 for Councillor's allo>vances; £10 travel
ling expen13es; £10 audit fees; £5 prindng and 
snndry~xpenses. 

'rhe balance £1,709 was transferred to Gen
eral Fund. 

Assets-
The assets of the company comprise: 

Sl1ares jn Packing Company £40,400 --
Dividends accrued on shares 87 
Loans to Packing Companies 14,000 
I .. oans on Mortgage Security 1,544 
Credi{ balance at Bank . . 4 

Llabi I ities.-
The liabilities of the Company are: 

A.D.F.A. Advance Account . £46,350 
General Fund-

Surplus on Revenue A/c . 9,685 

Re·conoillation-
The A.D.F.A. Advance · 
Account in 1946 was , 

It now stands at 

Au, increase of . , 

Reconciliation-

.• £43,888 
46,350 

£56,035 

£56,035 

£2,462 

This is due to the purchase uri.der agree
ment of the balance of preference shares held 
by the Vendor in a Packing Company:_ 

Less Loan Repayments £500 
Less Redt~ctions on 

Mortgages • . . . . . , 416 
Less Balance on Rev~ 

enue Account . . . -.. 1709 

£5,000 

2,625. 

£2,375 

REPORT 
Add Interest accrued on 

purchase of Preference 
Shares 87 

£2,4,62 

Fnr purpose of recor-d it may be stated that 
the cost of the Stabilization Plan to 30th 
September, 1946, was £77,502. 

Deduct gain on revenue account 
for the year . . . . . . . . . . , • • • 

Net cost of Plan to date is .. 

CONCLUSION 

£77,502 

1,70" 

£75,793 

The Association has now been in operation 
for 10 years and the value of the Stabilization 
Plan, for the working of ;,.vhich it was formed 
has proved fully effective and successful. 
_There are still matters which requi-re the at~ 
tention of members from time to time and it 1s 
necessary that the operations of the Company 
be continued. rrhe Council of M.LD.A. is the 
full Board of the A.D.F'.A., so .growers are as
sured that the financial operations are safe~ 

guarded and policies linked with A.D.F.A, 
activities. 

Both reports were adopted by Federal Coun~ 
cil. 

BIRD §CARER 

AVAILABLE 
The Bi:rd Scarer which Was demonstrated 
successfully last season is now in pro~ 
duction and growers who are interested 
are advised to communicate with the 

1111LDI.JRA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT 

CO. LTD. 
who have a number available. 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known ":Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

· liarl:ied wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain. maximum 

production for militar.1 purposes, it lias been found necessary 

.to restrict wire supplies l:o essenti·al services. 

Distnbutors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may be &ssured that wlien normal times return,Iu!l 

supplies !Vi!!- again !le made .available, and ill the meantime ii 
:will l)e r~lisea tllat any !ncohvenienc'~ caused liy the present 

curlailme-nl"of.civil supplies-ls-iustaine<l in a good cause, 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: :422 Little Collins Street, Melbonrne 

W'll"e Mills: Newcastle, N .S. W. 
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COMMONWEALTH DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Twenty-Third Annual Repo:d 
One of the most important of the organisations governing the distribution 

of Australian dried fruits is the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export Control 
Board-or the Export Control Board as it is often called. Mr. R. H. Gilbert, 
the Chairman, recently issued the 23rd annual report of the Board. Extracts 
are published below:-

PER,SONNEL OF THE BOARD 

The personnel of the Board is as follows: 
Members elected by the Producers of Dried 
Fruits: Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., South Aus
tralia. Mr. P. Malloch, Victoria; Mr. E. J. 
Casey, Victoria; Mr. A. G. Watt, Wes.tern Aus
tralia; Mr. L. B. O'Donnell, New South Wales. 
Menibers nominated by the Government of the 
Commonwealth: Mr.· R. H. Gilbert (Chair- , 
man); Mr. E. F. Hepworth, Mr. J. R. Gordon. 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 

The officers of the Board at Melbnurne 
and London are as follows: 

Melbourne, Secretary, Mr. R. A. Marx; Econ· 
omic Adiser, Mr. E. J. Mulvany, I.S.O. 

London, Executive Member and Secretary, 
Mr. J. J. ~- Scouler. 

LONDO·N AGENCY 

Mr. F. L. McDougall, C.M.G., Chairman -of 
the London Agency, has been granted leave of 
absence to enable him to carry out the im· 
portant duties of one of the Special Advisers 
to the Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
t_he United Nations. 

PRODUCTiON 

The production of currants, sultanas and 
lexias for the 1947 season is the lowest since 
1931. Heavy rains and humid conditions jn 
the Murray Valley areas of New- South ·wares, 
.Victoda and South Australia during the har
vesting period in · F'ebruary and March last 
caused a drastic fall in the quantity of fruit 
which it was possible to place on the drying 
racks. After transfer from, the racks to th<~ 
:v·ackin.g houses further heavy losses occurred 
during the proCessing and reconditioning of 
the rain-damaged fruit. 

Another factor in the~ reduction was the 
large quantity of fresh currants and sultanas 
suitable for drying which was delivered to 
wineries and distilleries in 1947. 

As a result of these losses, it is estimated 
that the total Australian pack will- not :Uow 
exceed 56,000 tons, against .an annual aver· 
age production during the previous five years 
of 85,600 tons. 

This is the third ~mccessive year in which 
the growers have sustained heavy losses be-
cause of adverse seasonal conditions. 

The average annual production for the thrae 
years 1945, 1946 and 1947 was 65,000 tons 
c-ompared with annual average of 95,000 tons 
fot: the three years 1942, 1943 and 1944. 

Since the constitution of ,the Board in 1925, 
production of currants, sultanas and lexias 
in the Commonwealth has been as follows: 

S.eason Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
Tons Tons To·ns Tons 

1925 
(2240lb) (2240lb) (2240lb) (2240lb) 
11,693 20,418 5,106 37,217 

1930 18,903 47,457 5,834 72,194 
1935 21,018 40,221 5,665 66,904 
1940 24,793 ' 62,035 8,739 95,572 
1944 25,332 68,251 10,678 104,261 
1945 17,601 41,692 8,739 68,032 
1946 14,004 51,318 7,071 72,393 
1947 (Est.) 11,300 39,500 5,200 56,000 

ALLOCATION 

The allocation to the variou.s markets of thP. 
very limited quantity of dried vine fruits 
available this year has been a matter of great. 
difficulty, Consultations on the question were 
held between representatives of the Common
wealth, Dried Fruits Export Control Board, the 
State Dried Fruit Boards and the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association. These organisations 
were unanimous in their desire to export as 
large a quantity of dried fruit as poss:ble to 
the United Kingdom in order to assist in alle· 
v!ating the acute shortage of food there-. 
- Recommendations regardin.; the allocation 
were made to, and an interview was held with 
~ Minister for qommerce and Agriculture 

(the Hon. R. T. Pollard) by representatives 
of the organisations referred to. EvBlttually 
the Minister decided that the basis of distri
bution should be as follows: 

Australian . . . • • .• , • • 19,000 tons 
Canada . . . . • • • • • • 10,988 ,. 
New Zealand . . . • •• • • 4,250 , 
Unit6d Kingdom . . • . . . 21,262 , 
Other markets . . . . . . 500 ., 

In each case the quantity mentioned is- con· 
siderably below requirements, a position 
which, though unavoidable, is very much re-
gretted by the Board. ' 

THREE-YEAR CONTRACT WITH THE 
UNITED- KINGDOM 

In accordance 1-vith the contract between the 
Australian and the United Kingdom Govern· 
ments the following quantities of Dried Vine 
Fi'uits have been shipped from the Common· 
wealth to the United Kingdom during the 
years 1946 and 1947: 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

Total 

1946 
Tons 
6,472 

24,161 
1,367 

1947 
-Tons 
3,776 

17,300 
186 

32,000 21,262 

Total 
Tons 

10,248 
41,461 

1,553 

53,262 

Owing to the decline in production because 
of adverse climatic conditions, it was neces
sary to severely curtail. supplies to the Com· 
monwealth and other markets in order to pro· 
vide the United Kingdcm with 32,000 tons and 
21,262 tons during the years 1946 and 1947 
respectively. Appreciation of the action taken 
by tll;e Industry in this respect has already 
been expressed to the Commonwealth by the 
Government of the United Kingdom. 

During 1948, the third year of the contract, 
it is hoped that the production throughout 
Australia will enable a much heavier tonnabe 
to be sent to the United Kingdom. 

EXTENSION OF THE CONTRACT WITH 
THE UNITED KINGDOM 

The Dried Fruits Industry in Australia sup· 
ports the principle of inter-Governmental con· 
tracts because they have a ·stabilising effect 
-on the Industry. Under the system of bulk 
buying, costs between producer and consumer 
have been lowered with mutual advantage to 
both. 

The Commonwealth Government, at the re
quest of the Board, is negotiating wi!h ~he 
United Kingdom Government for the extensiGn 
of the present contract which expires at the 
end of 1948. The Board also requested that, 
in view of the greatly increased costs of prn
duction prices . under the extended contract 
should be increased particularly for cur :ants. 

TARIFF PREFERENCES j\NO INTER· 
NATIONAL TRAOE ORGANISATION 

An event of great importance to the Austra· 
lian Dried Fruits Industry has been the second 
session of' the Preparatory Committee of the 
United -Nations Conference on Trade and 
Employment held at Geneva this Year. 

Representatives from the United Kitigdom 
and Colonies, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa and thirteen other cpuntrieis took 
part in the discussion. ObServers were pres· 
ent from many countries, also representatives 
from the InternatiOnal Labour· ()ffi.ce, the In
ternational Monetary Fund, the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
the International Chamber of Commerce, the 
International Co-operative Alliance and the 
World -Federation of Trade Unions. 
· Mr. ;Malloch, a member of the ~oard, at· 
tended the conference as an adviser to the 
Australian Delegation in respect to the Dried 
Fruits Industry. 

The· meeting of the Committee was for the 
prepa-ration of the final draft of a charter for 
an -Internati-onal Trade Organisation for ac
cep~nc~ or t.ej~cqon ~t a ~eetm; of repr& 

sentatives of all the. participati:llg countries to 
be held bef-ore the end of 1947. The most im
portant part of this charter so far as the Aus· 
tralian Dried Fruits Industry is concerned is 
Article 24, which aims at the substantial re· 
duction of tai-iffs and other charges on im· 
ports and exports and the elimination of tariff 
preferences. · · · 

The existing tariff preferences on Empire 
produced Dried Fruits are: 

Currants 2/· per cwt. in the United Kingdom 
and 22/3d per cwt. (4 cents per lb) in C'anada. 

Raisins (Sultanas and Lexias): 10/6 per 
cwt. in the United Kingdom; 22/3 per cwt. 
r('4 cents p.er lb) in Canada; and 9/4 per cwt. in 
New Zealand. -

These preferences have been in existence 
for many years and their abolition would lead 
to a lower standard of prices in -export mar· 
kets and as a consequence returns to gl-owers 
would be below cost of production. 

The present stability of the Australian 
Dried F'ruit Industry is due mainly to the 
preferential tariffs in the United Kingdom, 
Canada and New Zealand, where alone -it has 
been possible to find payable outlets for prac
tically the whole of the Australian export 
surplus-this amounts to about threequarters 
of the producti-on of currants, sultanas and 
lexias. 

The prices obtained in these three markets 
since the -preferential duties were imposed 
have enabled tlioe 6,000 growers engaged jn 
the production of Dried Vine Fruits in Au<>· 
tralia to obtain on the average. an income 
which gives a living standard equal to· that 
of the skilled artisan. 

Over 40,000 people are dependent wholly or 
partly upon the Industry, which under present 
acreage is capable of producing over half of 
the total Empire ·needs 'in Raisins. It is not 
possible to maintain these living standards 
for producers and workers unless Australian 
Currants, Sultanas and Lexias can be mar
keted overseas at a fair price. That is not 
:possible without the aid of preferential tariffs 
or an International Agreement amongst al.l 
IJroducing cOuntries. 

The Austnilian Dried Fruits Industry is alsa 
SIJecially interested in the draft 'of the Char· 
ter for ·an International Trade Organisation 
which has been adopted bY the Preparatory 
Committee with certain reservations, aml 
which will be submitted for final acceptance 
or rejection at a meeting of the representa
tives of the Governments interested to be held 
at HaYana during November next. 

r•Ir. Malloch in his advice and exhaustive 
reports to the official Australian Represen'ta· 
tives on the Committee strongly supported the 
retention of the tariff preferences in the 
·united Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand, as 
essential to the stability of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Industry. He also submitted 
notes and suggestions regarding the Inter-
national Trade Charter in so far _as it affected 
Dried F'ruits. 

Th,e Board, and the Industry generally, are 
especially indebted to Mr. Malloch for the in· 
formation and advice furnished by him to the 
Australian Delegation at Geneva. 

The Board also records its appreciation of 
the action of the Commonwealth Government 
in enabling the Australian Di'ied Fruits In
dustry to be represented by Mr. Malloch as an 
adviser at ·the Geneva Conference on Trade 
and Employment. 

DIVERSION TO WINERIE'S AND DISTIL~ 

LERIES OF GRAPES SUITABLE FOR 
DRYING 

The Board realises that a considerable quan
tity -of rain-damaged currant and sultana. 
grapes was sold to wirieries and distilleries 
during the past two seasons ,thereby averting 
heavy losses to growers. It has, however, 
been clearly established that many thousands 
of tons of these ,grapes quite suitable for dry
ing have, because of the high prices offered, 
a.Iso been sold to wineries and distilleries. 

Investigati-ons made show that during the 
1947 season about 30,000 tons of fresh cur· 
rants and sultanas suitable for conversion into 
about 7,500 tons Of dried fruits were purchased 
for Wine and s_pirit. With the object of de~
ing with this difficulty during the coming sea· 
son the Board is endeavouring to arrange a 
Conference at an early date of Representa· 
tives of the Dried Fruits Industry and the 
Wine Industry to limit during the 1948 season 
the purchases of fresh currants and sultanas 
foi wine and spirit. 

EXPANSION OF INDUSTRY 

In 1946, the Commonwealth and State Gov
ernments decided -on the further plariting d 
6,000 acres of vines fGl' the produ-ction of dried 
fruits. This· acreage will be anotted for the 
settlement" o-f returned soldi&s~ 'l'he Co.m.4 

~onwealtb, g_nd ~t~te Dried ~~t~ Boards lind 
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the Australian Dried Fruits Association have 
maintained during past years that there ar~ 
dangers in the unlimited expansion of the 
dried fruits industry. The dangers are not 
generally appa1·ent at this time, because of 
the '\Vorld-wide demand for all classes of food
stuffs., and a series of short crops in Australia, 
South Africa, Turkey and Greece. In the 
United States of America, however, where 
the productim.l .of raisins this year is estimated 
to exceed 300,000 tons ,it has been necessary 
for the Department of Agriculture to pur· 
chase 121,00"0 tons of these fruits to -provide 
food relief for foreign countries and for school 
lunches in the -United States and thereby 
assist the industry in disposing~f the surplus. 
The Board ·thereiore repeats ns warning that 
the risk of o-ver-expansion of the industry io 
still real, and that a year of full IJ·roductiOIL.. of 
currants and raisins m all :producing con-11-
tries will result in problems Qf marketing, 
with repercussions on the price sttucture. 

PUBLICITY 

During the years 1926/1940 the Board· con
tributed £254,000 to the Australian Joint Trade 
Publicity Scheme in the United Kingdom. 
Tllis scheme operated under a co:QJ.mittee es
tnblished by the Department of Commerce, 
::md co-ordinated the grants of the Australian 
Government with the contributions- of the 
:Dairy Produce Board, the C'anned FruitS 
Bc;;,_l'd, the Dried F'ruits Board and other or
g&::.is2tions. 

The Trade Publicity Scheme ·which i-Yas 
estahli_shed in the United Kingdom early in 
182:3 ·and continued until the commencement 
ot t11e 1var in 1939, proved most efficient under 
the capable direction of Mr. A. E. Hyland. 

At meetings convened by the Department 
o£ Commerce and Agriculture on June 10 and 
July 18, 1947, it was decided to reconstitute 
the Overseas Trade Publicity Committee with 
a Tepresentative of the Australian Wine 
::~ocu'd, Australian Dairy Board, Australian 
:u nj: Board, AUstralian Canned Fruits Board, 
C:;mmomvealth Drieq Fruits Control Board. 
-:<:;g Frodt1cers 'Council and Apple and Pear 
'~'c" -.:sting Committee. This Committee will 
'i~0 ~ssociated with the Director of Public 
J:eL:tions. Department of Commerce and 
.:~g·co:culture, and the Department of Inf.onna~ 
tlo:L 

r<-:e Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
:Cc~ _·J h«s already arranged with Mr. C. R. 

:: ~ ;·=: :m. Director of Public Relations, for 
·,~_.:; ; :·adu~tion by the Department of Com· 
::. :.:·:;e ::md Agriculture of a comprehensive film 
1:1 t::el1.nkolor of the Australian Dried Fruits 
, "- This film, when completed, ·wm be 
~ c' _ for the public in the United Kingdom. 
< :' · c· ~her· oversea countries through the Aus
u~· ::.:1 Trade Commis.~ioners and publicity 
c fL <:'21-s of the Department of Commerce and 
L; :-:c .. :<lture. 

':"he Board has continued its publicity for 
A',\c:-:_ralian Dried Fruits in Canada by the in
se:'tiCu of advertisements in trade journals 
2.1\d )Jy pzrticipating in exhibitions such as 
the C<:tm-:d~an National Exhibition held at 
TorontD in August~September 1947, and has 
also "''''·s.aged to talte part in the Canadian 
lnte~·nc:.tion;:;.l Trade Fair to be held at Toronto 
in :'d~-~·-Jr:,nc, :f948. 

A Lrg.:o FOrtion of its accumulated funds 
hr,~ J:. :<2:1 earmarked by the Board for pub
lici~y r~lT~J:;s:;s in the near future when it may 
be J:ec-:-.':'sCJ.ry to meet the competition, in _over~ 
sen m~n·::~ts. of the various dried fruit pro-
du~:n;;; conn~ries. --

RESEARCH WORK 

I11 f.u:::.tn:.1ia: 
..__Dr.l:·it:g the twelve months..en{f_ed Jun8 3fJ, 
1947, the Board contributed £1,200 to the Coun~ 
cil for Scientifi-c and Industrial Research for 
t!Je can:ying out by the · Merbein Research 
Station of investigations · i:tnd consultative 
duties for the Dried Fruits Industry. 

The thanks of the Industry are due to Mr. 
Lyon. Officer in Char.ge, and Mr. Orton, Senior 
Hcsearch Officer, of the Merbein Station for 
their in'\"estigations_, and advice <luring a very 
dHii.cuJt season. Had it not been for their 11elp 
the losses this year would have been much 
heavier than experienced: - ·-

As the ·council intend to concentrate 011 
South Australian SQil and drainage problems, 
the Board has increased its contribution to 
£1,600 pw annum for the 12 Ill{)ntbs from 
1/7/47 L:> 30/6/48. 

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

The Board contributed £600 during the :finan
cia.J. yea~ ended June 2.0. 1-947. to the cost Dt 

places on record its appreciation of their valu
able work, .and h.as, decided to increase its cor!
tribution to £1,000 per annum as from .July 1, 
1947. A further grant of £750 has been ap
J,woved to assist in purchasing a vehicle suit
able for use in connection with the work bf 
the College on behalf of the Board. · 

FINANCE 
The rates of Levy imposed under the Dried 

Fruits Export Charges Act 1924~1929 on dried 
fruits exported during the 1947 season are as 
follows: ' 

Currants-2d per cwt. or 3/4d per ton. 
Sultanas-2~d per cwt. or 4/2d per·ton. 
Lexias-2~d per cwt. or 4/2 per ton. 
The income for the year ended June 30, 

1947, amounted to £20,273/S/7 made up as fol
lows: 
Export Levies . . . . . . . . . 
Interest-Australia ...... . 
Sun dry collections including 

amounts paid to the Board for 
the treatment of dried fruits 
in the United Kingd01n on be-

£7,054 
2,826 

6 
3 

6 
8 

half of the British Governm~nt 10,392 18 5 
The expenditure of the Board for the year 

was £11,939/9/6, the principal items being: 
Administrative expenses in 

Australia . . , . . . . . . . . 
Administrative expenses in 

London ....... _ ....... . 
Contributions to the Common

wealth Government in respect 
of the operations of the Aus-
tralian Trade Commission in 
Canada and moneys expended 
in the development of the 
Canadian and other mari.:ets 

_Transportation o f Potassium 
Carbonate from Sydney to 
1\-Iildura and Renmark .. 

Contr-ibution to the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial 1\e-
search for :investigations in 
Australia on behalf of the 

£4,974 9 6 

2,633 15 6 

1.028 14 0 

1,647 3 8 

Board . . . . . . . . . . 1,142 5 3 
In order to meet the ur.gent need for potas-

'sium carbonate in the processing of sultanas 
during the 1946 season, arrangements were 
made by the Board through the Department 
of Commerce and Agriculture for the convey
ance by Army and Munition truCks to Mildura, 
Renmark and other. Murray River centres cf 
a shipment of potassium immediately after its 
arrival in Sydney. The total cost of this 
transportation was £1,647/3/8, and the Board 
thanks the Departments concerned for their 
assistance in this matter which was of great 
importance to the dried fruits industry. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by Agents as at the 31st 

October, 1947, disclose the following position: 
VINE FRUIT1S 

1947 1946 1945 
Tons Tons Ton<> 

Currants •.•..•.... 3614 3305 4ltl7. 
Sultanas .. · . _ . . , . .. 6426 9337 11857 
Lexias •.. .. .. .. .. 2442 26~0 2110 

--- ---
12,482 15,242 19,154 
--- --- -

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots .. .. .. .. . . 575 823 553 
Peac~es . . • . .. .. 263 327 471 
Nectarines .• 6 23 :n 
Pears .•..•• ·:. :: :: 116 176 258 
Prunes . ·- ~. :• •: :• • .... 886 1281 9i8 - --- ---

1846 2630 2291 

PROCESSING MATERIALS 
FOR VINE FRUITS 

Fruits Processing Committee 
Report 

At the Federal c.ounci! meeitng, the matter 
of the availability of the requisite materials 
for dippii'lg, and the general processing. of' 
the fruit, came -up for discussion. The main 
purpose of a resolutio·n, submitted by the 
Victorian State Conference, was to find from 
technical ,officers on the Fruit Processing, 
Committee, the position as to alternative 
materials in the event of standard compon~ 

. ents being in short supply at harvest time. 

The following extracts, from the record or 
the discussion, afford growers an apiJrecia· 
tion of the position: 

1\Tr. Allnatt CvVcorinen): \Ve are rather in 
the dark about the matter, and the genesis of 
th€ motion rests in the desire to find that, if 
there were a shortage of certain essential 
materials,- what could be done to obtain alter· 
natives. It was thought that the matter should 
be referred to the F'ruit Processing Committee 
or those bodies whose function it is to inves· 
tigate the possibility of :finding these suifl:Jlies, 
Dr, at least, substitutes for them for use in the 
Cold, an-d 1\Iodified Temperature dips. ' 

For the uSual processing oils, it w.as sug
gested that we might get commercial oiLs. 
end instead of cat;_stic soda it might be pos
sible to use caustic potash, although I be· 
Iieve that the caustic soda position is e:asi'2.r 
since then. 

Mr. ·Winterbottom: I may be able to help 
you on that point. The Fruit Processing Com
mittee was set up a few years ago, when it 
was thought that there might be big ·changes 
in our oil supplies. Mr. Jewell, Mr. Strickland 
and Mr. Orton met in Mildura reCently and 
discussed these matters. The main point about 
this year was there were no supplies of vege
table oils such as cotton seed oil, available 
for the ordinary emulsions as we have been 
using, and we have had to change over to 
sulphonated oleic oil; they have made a 
recommendation about that. Mr. ·orton has 
been working on that po1nt and he can recom
mend oleic as a- substitute for vegetable oil. 
Canada is objecting to paFaffin oil, but we 
have • been able to get peanut oil for that 
market. The caustic soda supply position, I 
think, is better, caustic po1l!ash would have 
been difficult to get in· any case. Carbonate 
of potasll seems to be coming to hand from 
oYerseas although I am concerned about the 
dollar pOsition, but a large supply is comin.g 
through other sources and we are assured 
that we will get our supplies of carbonate of 
potash. Mr. Gordon has made arrangements 
to publish the Fruit Processing Committee's 
recemmendations in the "Dried Fruits News" 
in tin1e for the coming season. 

Mr. ALLNATT: i,i\7ith the explanation that 
Mr. Winterbottom has given, the formal 
carrying of the nwtion will be all that is nec
essary. 

It was then resolved: "That the Fruit Pro~ 
cessing Committee be asked to report on the 
availability of harvest materials and announce 
recommendation for next harvest to Federal 
Council, and then arrange to have such recom
mend-ations published in the Dried Fi'uit.s 
News immediately after Federal Council. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWE~S' 
CO-OPERATED LiMITED I 

I / 
• 

R EN M A R~K 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried FrUit~ 

P:--~kers of the Well-Imown "ARK" Brand 
• -- Dried and Fresh Fmit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROW-ERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
the Inv-estigatiOns relating tG dried fruits car
ried. oqt at the Im.Perial Coli~~ Field .sta.tlon, 
~gbm .Bet"~e, ED,gl&nd. by Professor· 11 
...........,,~,liM!}~-~ It~ ~ ~ar<! _;.;,=========================-
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·PRUNE MARKETING PROBLEMS Mr. Tester said that this conference had 
given all parties the opportunity of meet1l13" 
A.D.F.A. representatives and he appreciated 
the courtesy· shown bY them in endeavouring 
to· solve the problems. which had been dis· 

.cussed. He looked to a successful conclusion 
to the result of the meeting . Report of Conference and Stabilisation Committee 

• 
For some while the Board of Management has been concerned at the drift 

of Prunes to other than normal marketing channels, and with ,a view to general
ly examining the position, a meeting was convened to which all interests not 
associated with the A.D.F.A. were invited. 

Mr. Hinton felt that the Conference should 
not close without congratulating Victorian 
and South Australian Prune interests on b~
ing able to market Prunes without experiene
jn,g the difficulties which had been raised tv
day. The chairman in reply to Mr. Hinton·s 
congratulations, said that there were tWo big 
"outside" Prune intere.sts in South Australl.;t, 
but uniform marketing had been achieved t1y 
the simple me"thod of co-operation. 

The decisions of this conference are set out briefly in the following extracts 
from the minutes, and it can be anticipated that much good will result from the 
exchange of ideas that took place. STABIU·ZATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING 
The following were present: Messrs H. D. 

Howie, OBE (in the chair) and IVfessrs D. C. 
Vllinterbottom, C. J. Ward, H. w. Newton, J. R. 
Newton, J. R. Jemison, A. J. Chapman, D. E. 
Barry ¥load, Han. T. Steele, H. Hinton, T. N. 
Ellis, H. O'Meara, E. B. Hall, T A. Tester, A. 
Horne, B. Callaway, J. Allen, W. 1\f. Josephson, 
E. Flynn, G. Barber, D. Granger, R. Granger, 
J. Sainty, T. B. Oakes, V. C'. Williams, 'L. B 
O'Donnell, E. J; Hudson, R. F. Trott. 

Apology was received from Mr. R. Mallin· 
£On. 

The c11airman opened the conference by de
claring that all interests had been called to· 
gether at the wish of the Prices Commissioner 
to reach a uniform method of .marketing. The 
Prices Commissioner had indicated that he 
was prepared to accept the A.b.F.A. terms 
and conditions as a suitable basis and accord
ingly hoped that unifOrmity bet\veen the var· 
ious Prune Interests could be reached. The 
cliairm~n intended to ask the conference: 

(i) Whethe1' uniform marketing was ac· 
ceptable to all interests ? 

(ii) If it were so, whether~ the various in
terests would set up a Sub-Committee 
to carry out the principles of that uni-
form marketing? ' 

The Chairman then invited discussion from 
the meeting. 

REASONABLE PRICES ESSENTIAL 
The following mOtion was proposed by Mr'. 

Horne, seconded by Mr. Barber: 
"That this meeting of Association and 

Non·Associati'on interests desires unifor-m
ity in the marketing of Prunes. That the 
future of the Prune Industry is bound up 
in the maintenance of reasonable prices 
and that to achieve this ,the regulations and 
conditions as laid down by the PriceS Com
missl'oner apply and be accepted by all 
Prune interests.'' 
In his remarks proposing this motion, Mr. 

Horne emphasised the desirability of uniform 
marketing and was more than happy to sup
port it. The future of-the Industry was bound 
up in price and the regulations and conditions 
attendant thereto and it was obvious that if 
uniform marketing was to be successful, iden
tical price regulatiOns and conditions must 
apply to all packers: of prunes. 

Mr. D. ·c. Winterbottom felt that the prob· 
lem between the Association and Independ-ent 
interests was that the A.D.F.A. was tied down 
to certain marketing channels, while Inde· 
pendent interests could sell in quite different 
channels. He appealed to all interests to 
join together and sell prunes through Organ· 
ized channels, but if interests pulled in op
posite ·directions, the consequences would be 
disastrous. 

The chairman desired -to emphasise that 
there was no intention of forcing fruit from 
Independent Packers through existillg A.D.F.A. 
merchants . He would be prepared to recom
mend to the Board of Management that the 
present list of wholesalers be extended to suit 
independent .interests. 

~IMPORTANCE OF UNIFORMITY 
Mr. Steele said it was absolutely necessary 

that uniformity be achieved. It could only bG 
realised by adopting one method,. that being 
the Pric~s Commissioner's terms and condi
tions. He knew of cases were discount had 
not been given to parties entitled to it. The 
A.D.F.A. alone had given a footing for price 
·stabilization of Prunes in Australia. The, pres· 
ent position was such that we must now take 
notice of it. It was essential that w_e·put our 
house in order. If we could not achieve uni~ 
formity, it would be necessary for those Prune 
interests who were now in the A.D.F.A.- to go 
outside of it, and would that be best for the 
Industry? It was in the interests of all that 
the Industry must be stabilised and that could 
only be achieved by uniform marketing. Th-a 
difficulties which appeared to prevent A.D.F.A. 
and Independent interests from arriving at a 
common uniform maiketing basis were really 
not as insurmountable as might be imagined. 
He felt that tlie solution, was in finality, rela-

tively _simple and could be achieved without. 
disturbing existing trade bases. If all parties 
at this conference .accepted the_ principle of 
one price at which the packer would sell to 
the wholesaler_ and One price at which the 
wholesaler would sell to the retailer. then a 
decided move towards uniformity would have 
been achieved. 

Mr. Sainty supported Mr. Steele in his re-
marks, but he was prepared to go a little fur
ther. He- would say that so far as the inter
ests which he represented were concerned, 
they were finished with being pushed around 
and it waS now a case of either in or out,
and by that he meant all in or all out. Gro\\'~ 
ers knew of the position and were prepared 
to face it. 

The chairman wished independent packers 
to understand that the A.D.F.A. witll its or
ganisation and wide distributing powers was 
at the disposal of all parties:. 

DiSCOU,NT TO WHOLESALERS 
Mr. Ellis desired it to be understood that 

not one,,, of the Independent packers wished 
v.ny grower to get a lesser price for his Prunes 
than that what he was getting today. He 
was adverse to cuttin.g the price to the grower 
by having to give such a lar.ge discount to 
wholesalers and he was of the opinion that 
wholesalers should take a smaller discount. 

The chairman - conceded that wholesalers 
might opera,te oti a lower discount rate if the 
committea, which he hoped would be formed, 
proposed it, but first it was necessary that the 
practice of ·allowing discounts to wholesalers 
must be uniformly accepted. Long history 
had shown that the only method for main
tairiing a r>ayable price level was organized 
marketing. If Prunes were de-listed, then it 
wOuld be every man for himself. Maybe a 
sl1.1mp in price would not occur whilst there 
was a· shorta.ge of Prunes, but it would as
suredly follow directly the supply was 

Fo·llowing the ·conference, the .Stab!'liza· 
tion Committee met-with the inclusion of 
Messrs. Sumner and Curtis A.D.F.A. joint 
secretarie-s. The minutes of this meeting are 
as follow: 

Mr Ellis asi,ted the chairman the followin~ 
questions: 

(i) Would Independent Packers have to sell 
through present A.D.F.A. 1\ferchants and 

(ii) Were not those merchants now listed 
with the A.D.F·.A. registered 1vith th~ 
Government? 

To both questions the chairman roplied 
"No." Whilst he would like to see the pres
ent A.D.F.A. list of mercha'nts handle aU 
prun-es ,the chairman did not wish to denY 
those wholesalers at preserit handling Indepen
dent Packers' Prunes the opportunity of con
tinuing to do so. 

Mr. Hall asked whether it was the intentiC\Il 
to Pack Prunes under the lqbels of various 
merchants, but on assurance that such would 
not be the case "ilnd that Independent Packers 
could register their own distributing concerns, 
he said he would be happy to co-operate in 
organised marketing. 

The chairman rell!.arked that if the A.D.F.A. 
invited the Merchants who were now market· 
ing Independent Packers' fruits to join the 
A.D.F.A., then he hoped that the Independent 
Packers themselves would also come in.. He 
suggested that an approved list of whole
salers be prepared through whom all Prun,:'l: 

· sales would pass. It was not necessary tha.L 
marketing had to go through A.D.F'.A~ whole
salers,, but it was essential that organised 
marketing should pass through wholesale 
channels and consequently a discount must he 
allowed in the selling price of Prunes. 

Messrs. Elli.s, Hall and O'Meara finally 
agreed that they would submit a list of whol~ 
salers to. whom they would confine sales of 
Prunes. 

plentiful. For that reason Independent DISCOUNTS TO WHOLESALERS 
packers were invited to come into the system After Some discussidh, it was considered 
of organized marketing. If the resolution now that the present rates of discounts to who~e
before the Conference was passed, then he .... ,salers· on Prune sales were too high and ac
would move for the appointment of a com- · cordingly it was agreed that the following dis~ 
mitte~ of all Prune interests to present a count rates be allowed to and· by wholesales: 
uniform case to the Prices Commissioner, who, (a) To the wholesaler by the packer, 1 H 
the Chairman said, was aetetm:tned to alter per cent., consisting of 71! per cent. 
th,e :Qresent eonfused method. discount at time of invoice ap.d/or de-

The chai-rman remind·ed the conference that ferred, and 4 per cent caSh discount. 
it was absolutely necessary that we get down (b) To the retailer bY the wholesaler-cash 
to some definite p1an. No aspersions were discount 3 per cent seven days, or 2~ 
cast on anY interests as- to how the grower per cent one month. 
had been treated. The A.D.F.A. and it:s Representatives of the A.D.F.A. indicated 
methods of marketing ·and- distribution were that it would be necessary for the aproval of 
open to Independent packers and he appealed the. Board of Management to be first obtained 
to them to come in. In: Teply to Mr. Ellis, the before reduced. discounts could be proceeded 
c!lairman said that the Committee to· be ap- witl!, further. Even tb,en it would be subject 
pointed would nominate the - names · of th~ to negotiation with wholesale houses. 
wholesalers now marketing fruit of the In- The question of whether portion of the n 
dependent packers ·who would be admitted to per cent." discount by packer to wholesaler on 
the distribution lists o-f the A.D.F.A. Prunes sold through A.D.F.A. channels should 

In reply to Mr. Hall's inquiry as to what be deferred would also have to be decided by 
protection he would have in the event of the Board of Maii.agement. 
agreeing to a system or organised marketing, 
th·e Chairman said that this matter would have 
to be ironed out by the committee which he 
hoped would be formed before this conferenc~ 
broke up. 

The motion was then put to the vote and 
carried. " 

The chairman proposed the 
motion: 

following· 

"That Messrs. E. B. Hall, T. N. Ellis, H. 
O'Meara, J. Sainty, H. Hinton, T. Steele 

(.New South' Wales), C. J. Ward (Victoria), 
H. W Newton (South Australia) with Mr. 
H. D. Howie as Cha:'rman, be appointed to 
form a Prune Stabiliz;ation Committee.'' 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
Mr. Horne on ·behalf of growers in thB 

Young District, wished,.. to congratulate the 
N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board on the regulatiotis 
which they had framed for the processing of 
fruit. He was most gratified to learn that __ it 
was the intention of the State Dried Fruits 
Boards· not· to dePart from- their· previous de
cision to restrict- licenses for paCking houses. 

PRICE STRUCTURE 
It was agreed that an application should be 

submitted to the Prices Commissioner for an 
increase in 77·lb.· cans of id per lb nett to 
packer to cover the increased costs of pr:r 
cessing. 

It was also agreed -that nothing smaller thaa 
60!70's "Choice", shoUld- be- packed into cans 
less than 77-lbs and tO ·ensure·- that packers 
were forced tO paCk- accOrdingly; it was reco-m
mended that the appliCation fOr· the in-crease 
of 3d per Ib nett' tO packer onlY' apply to 
60/70's or larger. The- efted· of this recom
mendation would mean tliat Packers could' not 
profitably pack Prunes Of a ·size. stnaner. than 
60/70/s, in a can of less than 77-lbs. 

·It was agreed that the existing differential'-! 
as stated in the A.D.F.A. list both for varieties 
and grades either in 28-lb. boxes or 7-lb cans 
should remain. 

The --committee appointed Messrs. Steele, 
Ward, Ellis and Curtis as an executive to pre-:
pare an:d submit _to the Prices Commissiotler 
a case for the necessal'l increas.~ b,l prices. . 
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DIPPING AND PROCESSING LEXlAS 

Further Trials by Mr. E. C. Orton 
With the development of the Seeded Raisin trade that has done so much to 

make the Lexia more attractive to the housewife the need for greater care in 
the use if the dip is essential. At Federal Council an item: "That, in view 
of the investigation aind recommendations of the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research in the matter of "straight" caustic dip for Lexias, growers 
be advised to use moderate temperatures, i.e.; 190 deg. to 200 deg." was dis
cussed. The chairman invited Mr. E. C. Orton, of C.S.I.R., Merbein, to take 
part in the discussion. 

Mr. Hallam (South. Australia): I was pleased 
that the Chairman suggested that this iteru 
be left until Mr. Orton was present. This 
item was listed by the- Barmera Branch be
cause it was desirous of a discussion on this 
matter, and of an opinion one way or anothf;r 
on our submission. At the 1945 Council meet
ing, the subject of the lexia dip was fully dis
cussed ,and after reports about receiving and 
.gradh1g practices had been received, a resolu
tion denouncing the cold dip and advising 
caustic dip at a controlled temperature of 200 
d-eg. Fahr. was unanimously adopted. Prior 
to that meeting a good Sample of lexia had 
beeu produced in the Barmera district wW.1 
the caustic soda-niixed dip containing H lb of 
potash to 50 gals. ·whilst opinions doubtless 
differ, I am advised that the lexia now re
received under the straight caustic dip, as 
recommended, is not comparable to that pro
duced by the mixed one, bein.g generally in
clined to more sugar and stickiness and giving 
a higher pel'centage of "twins". The exper
ience of pacl{ers would be helpful in this dis
cussion as our objective is the same as their's 
-the production of the best article to fill the 
present and fut11re needs of our Industry. The 
small addition of potash can hardly be re
sponsible for affecting the skin tissue of the 
lexias, but it does permit the use of emul
sified. oil and possibly tends to prevent the 
abuse of temperature by the knowledge that 
its users are dealing with a mixed dip. It 
ts also more agreeable to the hands of the 
spreaders. If, as we claim, the small amount 
of potash is not detrimental to the skin of the 
lexias, then it would be better to reco~nmenU 
the- use of this mixed dip- as an altcrnatlv1~ 
to the straight caustic dip, at the same time 
strongly deprecating the use of the cold dip 
for lexias. As the matter now stands, the 
Industry has recommended and pledged itself 
to the use of the caustic dip only. My under~ 
standing is that we have found tl1at, since the 
straight caustic dip was the sole one recom
mended, the growers are giving it "the works". 
,They are abusing the caustic diP, by dipping 
at boiling point and using too mu-ch caustic, 
with the result that our companY instead of 
bein-g able, as when the fruit vvas treated 
lightly with potash, to turn out 1000 boxes 
{)f lexias a day, this last season our total was 
only 20{) boxes a day, because the caustic 
treated fruit had to 1Je put through a number 
of times. 'rhis extra handling costs money 
and unfortunately, the careful grower has to 
share in that _cost. At Barmera, the manager 
of the packing house claims that the resultant 
Iexia from the mixed dip cannot be distin
guished from the._ straight caust.ic lexia, but 
it does make for freer running of tile fruit. 
We would like to know from Mr. Orton 
Whether tlJere would be any detrimental re~ 
::mit from the use of the mixed diP for lexias. 

Mr. E. C. Orton: We have had a very un
_satisfactory season in which to confirm tl:w 
real merits of the straight caustic dip. The 
main . reason for recommending the dipping 
of lexias with straight caustic dip was the
seeders believed that the mixed dip affected 
the skin from the seeding point of view. As 
far as the packed lexia is concerned, my trials 
are in agreement with yours, that the mixed 
dip lexia on storage is slightly the better 
~rticle from the quality point of view than 
th,e straight causUc lexia. In practice, we 
have had to use potash considerably ill the 
last couple of years. Its use could not be 
aVOided. When ·vinegar fifes damaged thG 
fruit, .growers were· obliged to spr~,y with car
bonate of _potash _ or caustic potash. With 
damaged fruit, such· u-s we have had duting 
the la·st year, the cracked fruit produced by 
the caustic dip will be somewhat stickier than 
that produced · bY the Ught cracking in- .the 
mixed dip, and )rou get s·ome benefit from' the 
oil .mixture, 'but I feel that we have not hart 
a fair compi:trison. Personally I do 'not think 
there is much in the case for the mixerl dip. 
It seems illogical ff you are including potash 
not to include it co:m~~etely, b!!t wp.en once 

you get the mixed dip, the next step is to 
admit the Johnston dip which includes more 
potash, nearly 1 per cent. I thing that man.y 
of the troubles that .have been encountereU 
with the caustic dip have been due to the 
season. With it there is still the difficulty 
from "a stickiness point of view, but, whe~l 
it comes to seeding in a season such as we 
have had, it would .be the amount of damaged 
fruit as a whole that would count. I have 
not carried out any further work recently. 
I have just observed results in the packing 
houses. -

Mr. Poppleton (1Jy permission of the 
Chairman): Would it be possible to arrange 
for exp6riments to be held to see whether the 
mixed dip did the same damage to lexias as 
the cold dip? , 

Mr. Orton: I can -carry out experiments, 
but it depends on the season what the results 
would be. In a season such as we have had 
I would say that the condition of the fruit 
would- be the controlling factor and not ac
tually the dip. I doubt whether you would 
have- seen any difference between ·the two. 
I think that the straight caUstic is preferable 
to the -mixed ilip on the average, but not in a 
season like the last. 

Mr. Poppleton: Let the C.D.F.S. handle. the 
two different dips and say what the resultti 
would be over the quantity. 

Mr. Orton: From the seeding point of viev.-, 
I think that potash should not be used. · 

Mr. Hallam: Would I be in order in request
ing that further investigations be made ily 
Mr. Orton on the use of some potash in the 
lexia dip. -

It was finally resolved to request C.S.I.R. 
to carry out further investigations regard
ing Lexias bei'ng dipped in a _so·!ution of 
'straight' caustic, and with the addition of 
slight quantities of potash and c-i!. 

Statutory Exemption On Pay
Roll Tax To Be Reviewed 

Following an approach made to the Trea
surer of the Commonwealth, by the Board of 
Management with a view to obtaining some 
alleviation from pay-roll tax, a reply has 
been received from M.r. Chiffey as follows: 

Df;ar Mr. Howie, 
"I have your letter of 1st October, 1947, in 

which you make representations on behalf of 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association that 
consideration be given either to increasing the 
amount of the statutory exemption for pay~roll 
tax purposes or to the exemption of primary 
producers from the pay-ment of pay-roll tax. 

Jt would be quite impracticable to single out 
primary producers for a complete exemptio:Q. 
from tax. The tax was deliberately imposed 
ou the widest possible field, including even the 
State Governments, and it would not be pos
sible now ·to exclude any particular industry 
from the liability for tax, whilst it remains 

>I:Jayable in respect of other industries. 
"Furthemore, f am unable to accept the 

general ass€-rtion that the primary producer 
has already -found difficulty in absorbing the 
rising costs o~ material and Iaber. In generitl, 
the primary producer is passing through a 
period of exceptional p'rosperity, owing to the 
high ·prices· ·seCured for his products. With 
regard _to . the producers of dried fruits, you 
have meutioried the matter of lean. ha-rvests, 
but you will, I am .sure, agree. that it is im
p~·acticalJle to .allow taxation policy to be' influ-
enced bY passing seasorial l'lff~ts. . , 

"However. I have noted fo~ further ·con
sideration: When. the p8.y-roll tax law is ne~t 
undel," review, .Your suggestio~ that an .iD.Cr~lif;le 
in the stautory exemption of £86/13/4 _ per 
rllonth iS- jUstified bec·au::::e · rtsing w;g,ges CoSts 
are now -bringing into the taxable fiel-d certain 
small employers who were formerly entitled to 
exemption.,. 

<t 

n: 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF, 

THE VINEYARD 
(.By A. V. Lyon, in collaboratfon with F. S. 
Oidham, Department of At~riculture, N.S.W..
and R. Roberts, Department of Agriculture, 

Victoria.) 

The Austra!ian Dried Fruits Association, 
recognising that the new settlements for. 
dried fruits should have the benefits of past 
experience, have arranged for regular sea· 
sonal notes in the Dried Fruits News; and 
also that the new settlers shall ·receive a 
copy of the ·News. The first note of the 
series is submitted accordingly. 

In settlement after the "First World War," 
the planning in some State at least remained 
largely with the settler, with limited help from 
older settlers and Government officers. For 
the settlem,ents now Projected, the matter or: 
the design of each horticultural holding is in 
some States already the responsibility of the 
land settlement promotion authorities; and. 
officers experienced in the design of the hold
ing are ,giving detailed attention to this mat
ter. 

Nevertheless, the new settlers, as the ones 
principally concerned, are very interested: 
and some o.f the major points in design will 
be discussed in a later· issue. At the present 
time (November) all plantings for 1947*48 are 
now complete; and the care of the younlt: 
vineyard is the main work. 

IRRIGATION 
In the early stages, while root development 

is restricted and shallow, rapid and frequent 
irrigation is required. The need for irrigation 
in a community settlement is not decided by 
the individual. He can, however, express his 
opinion and endeavour to secure }lis require~ 
m ents through an Irrigation .Advisory' Board. 
Such boards exist- in all old settlements; and 
the sooner they are constituted, and begin to 
gather experience in new settlements, the- bet
ter for all concerned. In the early stages, 
it is necessary to water only the narrow s<:r!p 
on which the vines are plant'ed, except for 
special crops between the rows. 

THE HANDLING OF THE VINE 
Any removal of growth on the vine in tha 4_ 

first year, for shaping, is not necessary. It 
is indeed harmful as it gives a decided cheCk 
not beneficial at this stage. 

WIND BLAST 
F'reshly ploughed land ·will always bring 

dust; and in strong winds the wind-blast effect 
en the young vines can do a, lot of damage. 
Interplanting, say every three or four rows is 
advisable in environment subject to wind 
blast. Maize, Japanese millet, or a simila:r 
summer fodder crop, in a closely spaced 
double row. services quite well. For th~ re~ 
n1aining rows, a minimum of cultivation is 
desirable. A few weeds will not hurt, pro· 
vided that the space around the young vines 
is kept clean. Economic crops, principally 
vegetables in the inter~rows ,are often grown 
in new settlements. Any weeds or plants 
near the vine or in close competition with it, 
ure harmful, and will delay vineyard develop~ 
ment. · 

PESTS AND DI'SEASES 
Rntherglen· bug may develop, though nr:t 

usually to any great extent in the first year. 
\'IThen this pest appears ,the most useful step
is the early clearance of weeds, plants. and 
plant debris in '\Vhich the pest harbours. Mucll 
of the clearing can be done by ploughing in. 
Cutworms in some .seasons may he trouble
some, and necessitates spraying with arsen~ 
ate of lead. Baits ·in some circumstances are 
favoured, particularly when the pest is limited 
to p·atches. 

The grilb of the· vine moth is not u:suo.lly 
troublesome in- new settlements; and if 1t 
does appear ,the arsenate of lead spray is 
effective.· In reference to all pests, adequate 
services for identification and advice concern
ing control are available through the Depart
ments of Agriculture; and it is very desirable 
to use these services so as to avoid wrong 
diagnosis and. treatment. 

HARES AND RABBITS 
These pests, if not controlled, can be very 

troublesome. Effective netting, individually 
or as a ring fence, is not alw~ys available in 
these years of short supply. · It is im]!Ortant. 
and possible,' ·to ensure that_ no rabbifs a~:e 
t:D.trenched _close .to, or within the_ holdings. 
They ml£st be t:i'apped, the rabbits at the bur· 
rows and on their mounds, and -the _hares'- -on 
their pads.· Poison.i.ig is effectiVe, and ih!ot
mation as to up-to-date-. m·ethods .. is available 
through the Ve:r:min Destruction. Branch. 

. . TREI,.LJSING . , 
Not' usual and certainly not necessary ·in 

the first year. For sultanas, seven foot _posts 
are now favoured; and this subject will be 
disc~s.ed l~ter~ -
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The Financial Position of the Association 

Report to Federal Council 

With a view of enabling tbe representatives of Branches at the Council 
meeting to obtain a sound grip of th~ details of the finances of the A.D.F.A., it 
is the practice to appoint a Finance Committee from the delegates that em
braces the main branches and groups of branches. The following were ap· 
pointed, with Mr. Winterbottom as Convenor: L B. O'Donnell, Boag, J. 
Duff (Junr.), H. Youngs, ]. W. Bailey, S. G. Cutler, E. ]. Casey, J. Henshil
wood, A.]. Chapman, R. Curren,]. R. Little, A. Rawlings,]. R. Jamieson, R. G. 
Hallam, E. N. Seary, C, E. M. Tonkin, R. F. I rott, W. L. Allnatt and E. E. Lloyd. 

Mr. Winterbottom later made the following 
report to the Council: 

Your committee have examined the accounts 
and discussed the oth,er matters referred to 
them and submit the following report: 

HEAD OFFICE AC·COUNTS 

The following is a c_pmparison 'bf the ex~ 
penditure on various items over the past three 
years: 

1947 1946 1945 
:Soard &~l Council 

Allowances .. . . 
;Head 0ffice Sala~i~~ 

£2,041 £1,822 £1,517 

and Branch,. Salarier:; 
and Superannuation 2,326 1,938 1,972 

General Expenses . . . • 1,244 1,045 910 
~'Australian Dried Fruits 

.News" .......•.. 440 310 410 
Grant to ~Publicity 

Committee 550 550 450 
Marketing ori<iniSau~U 267 100 506 
EndoWment, Deprecia-

tion and Grant £100 160 30 iiO 

£7,028 £5,795 £5,795 

The expenditu,re for the year has been 
higher than for Some years past. The reasons 
for this increase have been fully explained to 
;your committee. The re-appointment of tht!
Tree Fruit C'ommittee has increased Board and 
Council-Allowances by £219. 

Salaries have increased by the appointment 
of the .Joint· Secretary and· to the establish
ment of Superannuation Fund. 

The printing of tl:i,e Rules and Regulations. 
increased the item, Printing and Stationery. 

The other items, speak for themselves and 
do I!£t can -for_ comment. 

-;E:.v.Er~t..:._ 

Owing to the very light crop of Dried Fruit 
packed, the revenue from the levy has been 
the lowest since 1931 and will only provide 
Head Office Account with a revenue of £7,180. 
This is just sufficient to cover the annual com
mitments, any surplus is coming from our in· 
terest on investments. 

For the year the balance carried to Gen
eral Fund has been only £1,174. 

BALANCE •SHEET 

The -balanee sheet shows the :(ollowiur.;
assets: 

Bank balances . . . . . . . • 
C'ommonwealtll, Bonds 

Advances to M.I.D.A. • • -•• 
Furniture ••.• :. ~ •• _ • . • • • • · 

£ 6,284 
40,369 

£46,653 
46,350 

63 

£93.066 

Your committee recommend the adoption f\£ 
Head Office Accounts. 

Your committee endorses the recommenda
tion submitted by the Board of Management 
that the sum of '£1,750 be paid to Mr. Sum
ner in the form of an allowance when he 
retires. 

Your· committee recommend the adoption of 
the report submitted by the chairman of 
M.I.D.A. 

Your committee recommend tile adoption of 
the Secretary's Report. 

Allowances and Expenses. It is recommen
ded remain the same as last year. 
. Head Office Levy. The Committee recomw 
mend that the levY from 1948 season be 3/- per 
ton, of which 6d. Per ton be returned to 
Branches. 

~"'"'"""""""""""""'"""""""""""""""""''''''''''"""'''"'"''~ 

I Annual Meeting Of I 
: '~ : ! Federal Council ! 
~ The twentywfifth meeting of the govw ~ 
~ erning body of the Australian · Dried § 
§ Fruits Associatfon was held in Melw § 
~ bourne last month when delegates from % 
§ the four producing States were present. § 
§ Mr. L B. O'Donnell, of Curlwaa, N.S.W. § 
§ was elected to the chair. § 
§ The following< is the co-mplete list of g 
§ those present: § 
~ Victoria: W. L. Allnatt, L. G. CamerOn, § 
~ E. J. CaSey, S. G. Cutler, J. Henshilwood, ~ 
§ E. W. Hogan, c. L. Kne-ebone, E. E. § 
~ Lloyd, A. L Martin, M. Muir, A. Raw.. § 
§ lings, H. Youngs. § 
~ South Australia: A. J. ~chapman, R. § 
~ Curren, R. G. Hallam, J. R:. Jemison, ~ 
~ E. N. Seary, c. E. M. Tonkin, R. F. g
§ Trott. ; 
§ New South Wales: J. W. Barley, J. ~ 
§ Boag, J. R. Little, L. B. O'Donnell.· : 

Western Australia: J. Craig, J. Duff .; 
{june). 

Members of the Board of Manage· 
ment: H. D. Howie, O.B.E., J. H. Gor· 
don, E. J. Hudson, A. R. Lawrence, P. 
Malloch, J. B. Murdoch, D. C. Winter· 
bottom. · 

Agents' Representatives: H. W. New· 
ton, c. J. Ward. • . . . . . . ..•.•..... 

Visitors: B. Bromley (Re·d Cliffs), A. 
Poppleton (Red Cliffs), J. C. Thomps·otl 
(Merbei'n), H. A. Newland (Merbein), 
K. H. C. ·M.cCallum (Sunny.cliffs), J. J. 
Murdoch (Dareton), L. B-ishop (Nyah 
West), W. Cavendish (Red Cliffs), F. 
Weatherburn (Red Clrffs), A. Horne 
(Young, N.S.W.), J. R. Gordon (lrym
ple), D. F. Barry Wood (Tongala); A. C. 
Watt (Greenmount, W.A.), B. Calloway 
(Young). 

General Secretary: W. N. Sumner, J,P, 
Joint 'Secretary: R. B. Curtis, F.F.J.A., 

A.C.!.S. 
Official Reporter: G. E; Kitchin·Kerr. 

¥ .......... ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,, .................... , ........... , .. ,, .. ~ 

FRUITS PLEA FOR 
BRITAIN 

All g.·owers of currants and sultanas have 
bee_n requested by the president of the Fede
ral- Grapegrowers' Council of Australia (Mr. 
E. M. Elsworthy) to dry every possible berry 
this season in view of Britain's dire need of 
food. 

Mr. Elsworthy made the request at a dinner 
tendered to him by the Mildura Winery Grow
ers' Association at th-e Hotel Murray. 

Guests a_t the dinner were: Mr. Nat Barclay, 
M.L.A.; the Shire President (Cr. J. R. S. Loch
head); Mr . .D. C. Winterbottom, representing 
the Packers' Association; Messrs. A. Pegler 
and W. H. Chaffey, representing the Mildura 
Winery, and the chairman of the Growers' 
Concilliation and Labor League (Mr. F. w. 
Messenger). 

Mr. Elseworthy gave an outline of the his~ 
tory of the Grapegrowers' Council over the 
past 15 years -and stressed the ·need for the 
Federal Government to fix a minimum price 
both for grapes and spirit. 

At present the price was fixed by the Govern
men~, which paid a bounty on condition that 
the wineries paid a minimum. However, there 
was no obligation on the wineries to pay this 
price 

JOINT SECRETARY'S VISIT 

TO DRIED FRUITS 

DISTRICTS 
To acquaint himself with the many ramifiw 

cations of the industry Mr. R. B. Curtis, Joint 
Secretary, recently' completed ~he second. of 
two tours Of the dried fruits districts. The 
following' CondenSation of-·his report to the 
chairman of the Board. of Management will 
provide an indication of the thorough· and 
comprehensive c·overage which Mr. Curtis 
obtained. 

M!LDURA 

Inspected the packing houses of Mildura 
Co-op. Fruit Co. (Mildura, Irymple and Mer
bein), Irytnple Packing and Sarnia Packing 
Pty. Coys,, C.D.F.S. Seeding factory, Irymple, 
Coomealla Packers Pty., Red Cliffs Co-op., and 
Aurora Packing Pty., Red Cliffs. 

Conducted thrOugh respective districts by 
Mildura Co-op., branch of A.D.F.A., Merbein 
Dried Fruits Growers' Union and Red Cliffs 
branch A.D.F.A. 

Met Board of -Directors of Mildura Co-op. 
Fruit Co. Ltd., inspected Red Cliffs pumping 
station, S.R. & vv-.c. office, and c.s. & I.R. Re
search Station, Merbein. 

Attended Victorian State Co:mference. 

NYAHMWOORINEN 

Visited Woorinen Fruitgrowers' Co-op., 
Woorinen, Messrs. J. and K. McAlpine Pty. 
Ltd., and Tanadco Packing Pty. Ltd. packing 
houses. 

Attended meetings of Woorinen branch 
A.D.F.A. and Mid-Murray Valley District Coun
cil. 

Inspected 38H Experimental Station, Woo-
rinen, and Nyah Pumping Station. 

Visited many grow-ers on their properties in 
the Nyah, \:Voorinen, Goodnight and Koraleigh 
districts. 

RENMARK, BERRI, BARMERA AND 
WA-IKERIE 

Attended meetings· of A.D.F .A. branches at 
Renmark, Berri, Barmera, Waikerie, Kingston 
and Moorook. 

Inspected the packing houses of Renmark 
Fruitgrowers' Co-op., Wood, Son, Seary Pty. 
Ltd. (Renmark and Berri), Berri Co-op., Cadell 
Fruit Packers, Ramc·o Co-op., and Waikerie 
Co-op.; also the Berri Co-op. distillery. 

Met Board of Directors of Renmark Fruit 
Growers Co-op. Ltd. 

Visited pumping stations at Berri, Loveday, 
Cobdogla and Waikerie and inspected some 
aspects of Berri dra1na?"e :scheme. 

1'-~Cr~-l RRlGATED AREAS 

tindertoolr day visits to Angaston Frnitgrow· 
ers' Co-op., Crowe & Newcombe Ltd., (Angase 
ton and McLaren Vale), S.A. Grapegrowers' 
Co-op. Distillery, Stanley Dried Fruits Associae 
tion and Bell Packing Houses (McLaren Vale). 

Met executive membars of A.D.F.A. branches 
at Clare and McLaren Vale and attended 
Non-Irrigated District Council- meeting. 

ADELAIDE 

· Introduced to representatives of A.D.F.A. 
Agents and Distributors. Visited S.A. Dried 
Fruits Board. Port Adelaide factories of 
C.D.F.S. and Crowe & Newcombe, and Ade
la.ide office of A.D.F.A. 

Mr. Curtis concludes his report by saying:
"Both visits proved of inestimable benefit. 

Without them a detailed knowledge of the ine 
dustry would have been impossible. A back· 
ground and a conC'eption of the dried fruits or
ganisation_ has been gained which will prove 
invaluable. added to which is the undoubted 
advantage. of meeting so many personalities-
both packers, growers, agents and wholesalers. 
In turn I feel that such visits do muqh towards 
a mutual understanding of the problems which 
affect the industry. 

I am most appreciative of the kindness, 
generosity and co-operation which was extend· 
ed to me everywhere; and I am indebted to 
all those who gave so much thought and time 
to the preparation of my various itineraries. 
The constant hospitaiity ·received was over~ 
whelming. 

In due course I look forward to visiting pro
duction centre in the M.I.A. and Western Aus·_ 
tralia.". 

P:rinte~ af!4 ~ublis_il,ed for the Australian Dried ~ruits ,Association b~ NeY': Sunrey~ia Dail:y: ~t:y:. Ltd., Deakin #-venue, Mildura 


