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Editorial 

With the Prime Minister's referral of the Dried Fruits Stabilisation Plan to the Industries 
Assistance Commission the initiative for a new Plan has passed from the Industry to the 
Commission. The referral asks the Commission to determine in respect to Currants, Sultanas and 
Raisins:-

( a) whether Australian Government financial assistance should continue to be given to assist in 
stabilising the returns to growers from Dried Vine Fruit production beyond the· season 
commencing January 1, 1975, and, if so, what should be the nature and extent of the 
assistance; 

(b) for what period oftime should any recommended assistance be provided. 

The Commission has advised that it will conduct an in-depth enquiry into the Industry. 
Industry efficiency, and the ability of the Industry in the long-term to stand on its own feet free of 
Government i!SSistance will, undoubtedly, be a factor the Commission will keep to the fore. 
While no firm guidelines have yet been laid down, I understand the Commission will be asking 
such questions as:-

1. Should the present tariff protection be retained or should this be reduced? 

2. Is the family the most effective production unit or should there be a tendency towards larger 
holdings- perhaps through farmer co-operatives? · 

3. What alternative sources of income are available to growers of Dried Vine Fruits. 

Because of the inter-dependence of the two industries the Wine Grape Growers' Council of 
South Australia has already been advised that it will be required to appear before the 
Commission in this enquiry. 

The Commission will commence public hearings in September or October this year, these 
being held in Melbourne, Mildura and in South Australia, possibly in Berri. 

All sections of the Industry, and persons not associated with the Industry, such as consumer 
associations, will have the right to give evidence before the Commission. A written submission 
will be required. 

While this Association recognises the right of each member to give evidence before the 
Commission if,he so wishes, the Board of Management would prefer such submissions to be 
channelled through the Association. This, of course, is a request only and may not be supported 
by the Commission. · 

One thing I do ask, if you have a criticism to make let it be constructive. 

The ultimate aim in all decisions by The A.D. FA, is the welfare of growers. The Association 
will be working towards this aim before the Commission. If you appear before the Commission 
let that aim also be your aim. · 

FRANK GILL, 
Chairman. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIEDFRUITS NEWS 
This is the fifth issue of the "News" in our first year of publication and has been timed to co-incide with Federal Council 1974. 

It is proposed to continue publication on the basis of five-times per year. 

Three of the reports in this issue are included in the 1974 Federal Council Agenda. Growers will now have these Reports almost as 
soon as official Delegates to Council. 

We would like more n_ews at grower and Branch level. How abOut sending in a "Letter to the Editor," or an item of interest? 
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federal Council 1974 
The 52nd Annual Federal Council of The Australian Dried 

Fruits Association will be held in Melbourne on July 1Q-12. The 
meeting will be held in the Clunies Ross Memorial Centre, Royal 
Parade, Parkville. 

Council will be attended by 30 grower delegates, three Packer 
and three Agent delegates drawn from the four producing States 
- Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales and Western 
Australia. 

Federal Council is the policy determining body of the 
Association and pne of its important duties is to elect the Board 
of Management whiCh is appointed to administer the Association 
and carry out the wishes of Federal Council. 

The Council will be officially _opened by the Victorian Minister 
for Agriculture, the Han. \an Smith, at 4.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 
July 10. 

Other interesting addresses will be given by Mr J. R. Gordon, 
O.B.E., Chairman, Au·stralian Dried Fruits Control Board, who will 
talk on export marketing of Vine Fruits, and Commissioner R. 
Boyer and Dr. I. G. Maulden of the Industries Assistance 
Commission, who will address delegates on the Enquiry into the 
Dried Fruits Industry called by the Prime Minister. 

The AssociationS history, of course, goes back well beyond 52 years, 
almost to the start of the Dried Fruits Industry in Mildura in /887. In 
1922 the Con-stitution was reformed and Federal Council was 
established. 

Reti.remen:t of Mr C. E. Cole 
The retirement has been announced of the Deputy DirectOr of 

Agriculture, Mr C. E. (Colin) Cole, after more than 37 years in the 
Department of Agriculture. He was appointed Deputy Director 
on December 31, 1967. 

Mr Cote has a wide knowledge and experience in horticulture 
and is personally known to many growers in the Dried Fruits 
Industry. I am sure all will join in thanking Mr Cole for his 
services to this Industry and in wishing him many years of good 
health and- happiness in his retirement. 

Prices 
Because of recent increases awarded to packing shed. staff, 

and the effect of the National Wage Case increases on all 
sections of the Industry, the Board has approved mid-season 
price adjustments. 

As from 1-7-1974 Australian prices will increase per lb. by: 

Currants and Sultanas ............................ , .. 
Raisins ......................................... : .. . 
Apricots ........................................... . 
Peaches and Pears-Slabs and Plain .. , ............. . 
PeacheS and Pear5:-0ther grades .... , ............. . 
Prunes .................... , ....................... . 

Processing in U.S.S.R. 

2 cents 
4 cents 
5 cents 
5 cents 

10 cents 
2 cents 

An article titled ·"Continuous automatic line for factory 
processing of dried grapes," by U. M. Khusainov & others has 
recently been translated by C.S.I.R.O. from tl"\e Russian journal 
"Konservnaya i ovoshchesushil 'naya promyShelennost" 1973, 
No. 10, p.p. 11-14. Copies of the translation are available to 
industry officials and packing houses on request to: The 
Librarian, C.S.LR.O. Division of Horticultural Research, Merbein, 
Victoria, 3505. 
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Retiring Board Members 
unopposed 

At closing date no nomina~ions had been received in 
opposition to the retiring members who will be returned 
unopposed. 

Members to be reappointed are: 

Messrs D. Andary, South Australia; S. J. Lancaster, Victoria; H. 
A. Watson, NeW South Wales; W. A JaCkson, Co-operative 
Packers. 

International Sultana 
Conference 

An International Conference of representatives of Sultana 
(Raisin) producing countries was held in Melbourne from 
Monday, June 24, to Thursday, June 27, 1974. 

Mr John R. Gordon.- O.B.E., Chairman, Australian Dried Fruit 
Control Board, was elected Chairman of the Conference and the 
following countries had delegates and observers in 
attendance:-

Afghanistan, Australia, Greece, South Africa, Turkey and the 
United States of America. 

Apologies for inability to be represented were received from 
Iran and Spain. 

The Conference was opened by Senator The Han. K. S. 
Wriedt, Australian Minister of State for Agriculture. During his 
address to the Conference the Minister· stressed the great 
interest which the Australian Government had in the 
international marketing of agricultural commodities and the need 
for the maintenance of orderly and energetic marketirlg 
procedures. 

The Conference discussed all factors affecting the world-wide 
production, distribution and consumption of -Sultanas/Raisins. 
Details of sales, stocks and the estimated 1974 world-wide 
production were submitted on behalf of all attending countries. 

In spite of substantial losses in production due to natural 
disasters which occurred in 1974 in some producing countries, 
the Conference came to the conclusion that orderly marketing 
would be advantageous to both producers and consumers. 

It was the opinion of Conference that curre~t price levels for 
Sultanas/Raisins are reasonable in view of inflated production 
and distribution costs. Further, an analysis of projected supply 
and demand reports indicated that the current price situation 
would continue at, or above, present levels for the 1974-1975 
crop year. 

Representations to Conference by the National Dried Fruit 
Trade Association of the United Kingdom stressed the ne·ed for 
effective promotion and· publicity for dried vine fruits in the 
United Kingdom and Conference approved a joint promotion 
campaign for that market. 

A further Conference is to be held in June 1975. The venue 
has yet to be decided. 

Drip Irrigation 
Because of lack of space it has been necessary to hold over 

the article on Drip Irrigation until our next issue (October}. There 
will also be an article on Spray Irrigation. 
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BOARD Of MANAGEMENT REPORT TO fEDERAl COUNCil 1914 
In my last report to Federal Council I made brief mention of the change of Government in Canberra. Since 

then a further election has extended the life of the labor Government and gives an indication that its tenure 
of office may be_long-term. ' 

This Association is non-political - it always has been, and I hope it always will be - but it is necessary 
to face the, perhaps unpalatable, truth that the labor Government steps to a different drummer than did its 
predecessors. It practices a different philosophy towards primary industr}t. · 

The days of incentives and concessions to farmers, simply because they are farmers, have gone. The 
days of long-term financial assistance to farming industries may also be passing. 

I believe the present Government will be generous in providing short-term (welfare) assistance - flood 
and drought relief - rehabilitation - reconstruction. - but any assistance outside these areas, and perhaps 
even within these areas - will require an industry to face the lest of efficiency, and to prove that in the 
long-term it has the ability to stand on its own feet, free of Government assistance. 

The earlier we accept this truth, the easier will it be to plan our lol'!g-term future. 

A man much more experienced in these matters than I has 
suggested that before any assocfation starts putting its views to 
Government it needs to be satisfied that: 

* The views are a genuine reflection of the feelings of its 
members. 

* They are researched as far as possible and are supportable by 
fact. ' 

* They are practicable and capable of implementation within the 
legal framework in which the Government concerned 
operated. 

* they pay regard to the proper interest of any other sectional 
groups that may be affected. 

* They are not contrary to public interest. 

Perhaps we could keep these points befOre us during our 
deliberations over the next three days. 

Production 

For the second year in succession, and for the fourth time in 
six years, Vine Fruit production has been heavily affected by 
weather damage. Not since 1953-1956 has there been such a 
period of heavy rains during the harvest period. 

Both Tree Fruits and Prunes have suffered their third 
successive year of low production:· 

A.O.F.A. production statistics of grade fruit for the past four 
years tell the story Only too clearly:-

Currants ................. . 
Sultanas .... , ............ . 
Natural Sultanas .... . 
Raisins ..... . 
Apricots 
Peaches ..... . 
Pears ....... . 
Prunes (processed weight). 

1971 
Tons 

8,052 
44,378 

5,000 
2,354 

321 
209 

4,471 

1972 
Tons 
7,296 

90,908 
111 

6,074 
1,778 

324 
199 

2,839 
*Estimates only. 

1973 
TOns 
5,103 

42,236 
1,049 
5,233 
1,998 

222-
217 

2,725 

1974. 
Tons 

3,477 
49,429 

387 
1,976 
1,316 

135 
141 

2,464 

Western Australia alone had a normal crop of Currants, but 
with the intrusion of suburbia into the growing areas a gradual 
decline 'in production in that State is inevitable. 

The building of a major winery at Red Cliffs helped to further 
reduce Season 1974. production of Dried Vine Fruits, and the 
possible entry of another one - perhaps two - winery 
companies into the district indicates that this trend will continue. 
labour difficulties and the sheer economics of harvesting will 
ensure that an incre.asing number of growers will- be looking 
towards wineries for the disposal of, at least, part of their 
production. 
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Escalating harvesting and drying costs, and the difficulties of 
obtaining suitable labour are having a serious effect on Apricot 
production. Some cl9aring· of Apricot trees has been reported 
and this trend may continue. Even with an estimated sweatbox 
return of $1,500 per ton growers are reported to be struggling to 
meet production and harvest costs. 

The establishment of drying yards by Packing Companies may 
help to arrest Apricot production deCline. 

Peaches and Pears production has suffered to a lesser degree. 

The drop in Prune production appears to be the result of 
seasonal conditions only. Given good weather, the potential for 
packs in excess of 4,000 tons from present plantings still exist. A 
large percentage (perhaps as high as 25 per cent) of 1974 
production is in small counts not suitable for the Australian 
market. 

Winery diversion. The following information on wineries 
intakes is provided by _the Department of Primary IndUstry:-

1972 1973 (a) 
Tonr1es Tonnes 

Currants . . . . . ..................... . 850 847 
Sultanas ........................ ; .. . 37,019 38.480 
Gordo ... , ........................ . 55,258 40,641 
Waltham .......................... . 2,944 3,100 

96,071 83,018 

(a) Not final. 

New plantings. While the Board agrees that its present policy 
must be to seek restriction, or control, over plantings of Sultana 
vines. in view of winery in-roads into Sunraysia production a 
revision of this policy may later be necessary. 

The position with· Gordos is hard to assess. The controlling 
factor is the tonnages accepted by wineries and that industry 
gives no firm indication of its forward requirements. At the 
moment there appears to be no reason to seek restriction on the 
plantings of Raisin-type grapes. 

Some encouragement to plant Currants seems warranted but, 
in ·view of low production tonnages and susceptibility to weather 
damage, large scale plantings within irrigated areas are unlikely. 

As vines go out of p'roduction in Western Australia,' and in the 
non-irrigated areas of South Australia, a further decline· in 
Currant production can be expected. 

Farm Management 

Frost. .rain. humidity, downy mildew, more rain, black mould 
Season 197 4 had them all and it's a credit to management skills 
that growers were able to harvest some 55,500 tons Dried Vine 
Fruits. 
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Frost damage was not widespread, but was quite serious in 
isolated pockets with damage of from 10 per cent to 80 per cent. 
The Board took prompt actiOn to have requests for loan 
assistance processed by appropriate State Departments in 
Victoria and New South Wales. No request to the Board for 
assistance was received from South Australia. 

Downy Mildew was widespread- and undoubtedly contributed to 
production losses. 

Brown Rot. An outbreak of Brown Rot in the Prune 9rowing 
area of New South Wales added further to the difficulties 
previously caused by heavy rains over the ripening and harvest 
period. 

Trellis drying. A leaflet prepared by The• A.D.F.A. Production 
Problems Committee in conjunction with C.S.I.R.O. and the 
Departments of Agriculture - Victoria, New South Wales and· 
South Australia - was distribute-d to growers advising ··ad the 
trellis drying of Dried Vine Fruits. 

The information was' also published in the December issue of 
the "Australian Dried Fruits News." ··;·, ,. 

Both c.S.I.R.O. and the Victorian Department of Agriculture· 
have agreed that research into improved sprays for trellis drying 
is necessary, perhaps with the object of-obtaining an oil which 
will cling to the berries for a longer period. 

The matter has now been referred to major suppliers of· 
dipping oils. 

Vine dried Naturcil Sultanas. lrl v'iew of reports by Agents that 
acceptance of Dr'ied Vine Naturals on the Australian market is 
limited, and that acceptance on export- markets is not expected 
to exceed 2,000 tons within the immediate future, a_ press 
release was issued ·in. January advising Qrowers to exercise 
caution in the planning of their harvest programme. 

The Production Problems CommHtee actively assisted in 
investigating local problems, advising growers on trellis drying, j 

mechanical harvesting and the storage of fruit on growers' 
properties. · 

A.D.F.A. Viticultural Nursery. The lease over_the.Prop9rtY h8.s_ 
been extend€td for a further two year's. :1n 1973 some 166,000 
'cuttings were sold and the nursery is now almost self-finanCing. 

Harvest labour. The Commonwealth Employment Ser.v.ice 
again co-oPei"cited in the· 6btaini0g.of t)arvest.labour. It was.not 
helped by wide publicity giv(?n to an outt>reak.of encephalitis.· 

Approaches to the Government for a Spedal intake -Of 
migra.nts,- fhe _admittance of. g~est -wor.ke~s, a chanQe, _in 
University holiday. times and taxation concessions to aged 
persons a:Ssis_tfn9. at .harvest, a.\1 methods .aimed at improving 
l~bcm_r ~vailability_, were.all unsuccessfuL. 

The· -l-abour- situatio"n ·Was· critical'· hi the Dried· Tree Fruits 
industry .;n· South Austral'la. 

ltirlerant. woi-kers: The 'Board investigated the posSibility of 
obtaining a special.-~cale of tax ded:Udions fOr itinerant workers 
employed in the harve'sting of Dried Fruits, on a similar basi~ to 
that now enjoyed by the shearing induStry, but was advised that 
the criteria for any approach to the Commissioner would be the 
ability to prove that employees taking short-term work in the. 
Industry had received substimtially _lci.rge fefun9s of tax. in their 
annual assessments. As this point could not be proved the Board. 
could take no further action. 

Phenyle - Nematode control. In reply to an _enquiry' by 
SunraySia District ·Council A.D.F.A. oil ·nematode control both· 
C.S.I.R.O. and the' Vi'ctoria:ri De'pa·rtmenf of AgriCUltUre' adVised 
that phenyle had limited cOntrol over citrus nematode and was 
even less effective ·aQainst root-knot nematode. tn view of the 
poor response to phenyle, and the general availability 6f more 
efficient nematicides, t.he Qepartr]lent .would not· u_nd.e.rtake 
further-tests. No infor~a.tion was-availabl~ onplant injury. 

BloloQical control of plant pests. C.S.I.R.O. _has advised- that it 
is currently testing the bioiO'gical control of the· weed 3-corner 
Jack (emex ·australis). 
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Processing 

First it was labour problems, and then the weather. That was 
the picture in Victoria this season. 

A strike in early March stopped wOrk in Suriraysia packing 
sheds and delayed fruit receivals tOr some 10-12 days: It proved 
a costly delay to growers as many tons of fruit, later damaged by 
rain an,d humidity, could have been de'livered. 

The- season started off well with good tonnages of 4- and 
5-crown Sultanas, but late fruit receivals were down to 1-crown 
and 2-crown and large quantities were suitable only for 
distillation. 

Packers will have a difficult job ahead in processing in excess 
of 6,000 tons 1-c_rown, and salvaging fruit affected by rain 
damage. 

Currants were equally affected by the weather and berry 
weight is extremely light. 

In South Australia the early rains seriously reduced Apricot 
quality and Packers face the task of processing and retaining 
color in fruit which is low in sugar. 

An overall increase in packing costs can be expected following 
a sharp ·increase in packing staff wages. 

Natural Sultanas. Representatives of the Department of 
Primary Industry, The A.D.F.A., the Australian Dried Fruits 
Control Board and State Boards met on several occasions during 
the year to prepare amended specifications for Natural Sultanas, 
the aim of The A.D.F.A. being to obtain a less exacting standard 
tor "Fancy" grade. Agreement has been reached but the 
Department has not yet submitted the specifications to its 
Minister. 

1-crown Sultanas. Packers acted promptly this year in seeiking 
the assistance of C.S.LR.O. to overcome problems in the 
processing of Sultana,s caused by the fruit having been held on 
racks for long periods due to poor drying conditions. 

· Tariff exemption, Durkex. In response to an application by the 
Association the Department of Customs and Excise approved 
the duty-: free By-Law entry of "Durkex." 

Tree Fruit specifications. A request by South Australian 
Packers to the Department of Primary Industry to use its 
emergencY powers to amend ,Tree Fruit .specifications and 
reduCe grade numbers for Season 1974 was not successful as 
th·e ·application was opposed by Angas Park_ Fruit Co.' 
Negotiations between 'A.D.F.A. Packers, -c.S.I.RO. and the 
Department for amendments to commence in Season 1975 are 
pro.ceeQing. 

Sulphuring of Dried TrOO: Fruits. In a research paper, reported 
in the December issue of the "Australian Dried Fruits News,·· Mr 
D. M<;:Bean stated that,- providing each type of sulphur house is 
free of cracks and leaks- permitting the entry Of excess air, there 
is no comparative difference between plastic tents, fibre cement 
or solid-typ~ houses in the uniform sulphu-ring of fruit. 

Alternative tO sulphur dioxide. In view of a report that Denmark 
would be ·imposing a limit' of -1000 p.p.m. on sulphur dioxide 
contents o.f. Dried Tree Fruits, and the possibility that other 
European countries would follow suit, C.S.I.R.O. has been 
authorised .bY thE:~ Dried Fruits Research Committee to· undertake 
c;t fuii-SCflle investigation into sulphuring. 

The alternatives suggested to C.S.I.R.O. are:~ 

1. The possible evolving of a color retention additive which 
could be used as an alternative to sulphur dioxide or 
combined so as to give a low 802 reading._ 

2. A means o( ensuri-ng uniformity -of sulphur content. Tests 
show that there is often a· wide divergence in sulphur 
readings of two or three samples taken from the one box. 

3. A completely different method of processing which will not 
use sulphur dioxide; o·r, 

DRIE-D FRlJlTS NEWS 



4. A handling shipping programme which, when combined with a 
uniform sulphuring method, could allow fruit to be delivered 
in Europe in good color with the' sulphur content not 
exceeding 1000 p.p.m. 

Pyrethrum. C.S.I.R.O. and the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture have joined in a programme financed ··by the Dried 
Fruits Research Coml)'littee to examine the residual effect of 
Pyrethrum as a long-term insecticide 'in Dried Fruits.· 

Metric conversion. The following policy has been determined 
and advised to the Metric Conversion Board and to State Dried 
Fruits Boards:-

1. Packers not to change riddle sizes but to express present 
sizes in metric terms to the nearest 0.5 mm. 

2. Retail packaging to be in 200, 250, 375. annd 500 gram sizes. 
Metric prices have already been included in the 1974 Official 
Price Lists. 

3. As no· change in can size is contemplated by the 
manufacturers, 7 lb. cans to be pi:tcked to 3.2 kilos, an almost 
exac_t conversion. 

4. Bulk fruit to be packed:-

Currants, Apricots, Peaches- 12V2·Kg. 
Sultanas, Raisins, Prunes- 15 Kg., 
in existing size cartons. 

A metric weight for Pears has yet to be determined. 

Packers. The purchase by M.I.D.A. Ltd. of T.N. Ellis Ply. Ltd. 
has been completed at a net cost of $30,955 and the packing 
licence returned to the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board. 

·A report of the propose·d ·drying of Tree Ffuits in Queenslan_d 
was investigated and found not to b9 correct. The cpmpany 
establishing the dehydration plant intends to process apples 
only, at least within the foreseea91e fut1.,1re. 

The Victorian Dried Fruits· Board has reCorhme·nd9d to its· 
Minister that registration· of S.P.C. Ltd., Shepparton, as a·Pr'unes 
Packer be approved. The Chairman and the Gen9ral 
Secretary-Manager are, presently conferring with the company in 
an attempt to have it join The A.D.F.A. · ' 

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd.· has transferred its 
packing operations from Melbourne to lrymple. Growers 
normally sending their fruit to Melbourne for processing will Oat 
incur additional freight as this will be met by C.D.F.S. P'ty. 'Ltd.-.-

CQnsultatiye Coinmittee. The Chairman and General 
Secretary,.Manager attended a meeting of the Stat~ Dried Fruits 
Boards' Consultative Committee in Melbourne on August _11. 
Discussion$ .included:-,-., · 

1. The possibility of
1 

g-rowers receiving a premium ·for fr'ult 
delivered below 13.5 per cent moisture content. 

2. The' !;)apartment. of Primary Industry's suggestion ·that 
standards be established for Seed.ed Raisins. (The A.D.F.A. is 
opposed .to this s.uggestior_l- as· it believes standards can onlY 
be applied on Unseeded Raisins) .. 

1 3. Moisture COntent of Dried Tree Fruits. · · 

Prices 
Because Of sharply escalating costs in the ProdUction ·and 

harvesting of Dried FruitS, it has been-necessa·ry forthe Board-tO 
approve price· increases for all varieties for Seasa·n 1974.' 

The main increases were tOr Dried Tree FruitS which· faced 
greatly increased costs of production. Lesser increases were 
taken for Dried Vine Fruits and Prunes. 

.Vine Fruits 
Australia. Opening· priCes' ·were inCreased over Season 1973 
rates by:_:____: 

Currants and Sulta_nas ... _ .4 cents Jb. 
Raisins- 4.2 cents lb. 
Seeded Raisins--- 5 cents lb. 
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A ·further increase of 2 cents lb. for Currants and Sultanas, and 
4 cents lb. for Raisins, was effective from July 1, 1974. 

Export. Only Sultanas are being quoted and prices were 
increased to give growers a return of approximately $10 per ton 
sweatbox above Season 1973 returns. 

Export rebate, Season 1974. The rebate on the Dri9d Vine Fruit 
content of manufactured foods exported remains unchanged 
from Season 1973 at 3c per lb. with Mixed Fruits not eligible for 
rebate. 

Tree Fruits 
Australia. Apricot opening prices were from-15 cents lb. to 20 

cents lb. above Season 1973 rates with lower grades taking the 
greater increases. This·has reduced differentials b9tween grades 
and there is now only 1 cent lb. between "Choice" and 
··standard··. 

A further increase of 5 cents lb. on all grades was taken on 
July 1: 

Peach opening prices showed an increase of from 10 cents lb. 
tp_-17 c~.n~~ lb., and Pears an increase of from 10 cents lb. to 15 
cents· lb. 

A further increase of 5 cents lb. on Slabs and Plain and 10 
cents lb. on all other grades of Peaches and Pears was taken on 
July 1. 

Export. All varietal priCes were set at Australian parity, 
Apricots being varied to co-incide with the July 1 increase. 
Peaches and ~ears being quoted at the July 1 rates only. 

Differential for MF Apricots.- To ensure standardisation 
between Packers and equity to growers, a grade differential has 
been set on Manufactur_ing grade Apricots. 

Prunes 
Australia. Opening prices were set at 4 cents lb. above Season 

1973 rates with a further increase of 2 cents lb. as at July 1. 

EXport. New Zealand prices remained unchanged from Seaso.n 
1973 and these prices were made common to all export markets. 
It has b99n reported that Ci:tlifornia is under-quoting Australia on 
the .New ZE\~Iand market. 

General 
Prices· JUstificatiOn Tribunal. BeGause of the importance of this 

legislation ihe Board 8.Sked the assistance of the Tribunal and;. at 
its me~ting on· 24-1-1974, was addressed by Mr L. Coombs, 
Assistant .Registrar. 

In broad outline the position is that the Tribunal cannot legally 
prevent· compan·ieS frOm i-riaking ·priCe increases but ·relies 
heavily on publiC bpiriiOn to achieve· this. It has been.successf~:.~l 
in this respect. Legally all that is required is that companies with 
Australian turnovers in excess of $20m give 21.days' notice to 
the Tribunal· of proposed price increases. The. Tribunal would 
then elect whether or not to examine the reasons for such 
inCreases. It is· the resultan~ publicity of these public hearin~s 
whiCh· dete'rs companies ·from increasing prices above those 
recommerlded by the Tribunal. . . 

T.lie. position in .resPect to this Industry is:-

(a) as The A.D.F.A. is an· UnincOrporated body it is not reqUired 
to submit' price inc'reaS:es; 

.(b) only Agents with an Australian annual. turnover exceeding 
$20m-are ,required to report to the Tribunal; 

(c) .. i.n Such caSes and with retailers of similar .size, the 'Tribunal 
. will .usually automatically grant increases covering the cost of 

i.ncreased·_purchasing costs .. but may elect .to examine the 
._company if it- wishes ·to add a profit margin to the price 
increase; 

(d)· qualifying ·Agents had to make individual application as the 
Tribunal could not accept an application for general 
exe.mption from the Association. 

The_ B.oard records its appreciation of the time given by Mr 
Coombs in explaining the Tribunal's policy and duties. 
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Stabilisation - Base prices, Season 1973. Base prices have 
been set by the Minister for Primary Industry at:~ 

Variety 1973 Season 
Currants ...................... . 
Sultanas ...................... . 
Raisins ....................... . 

Marketing 

Dried Vine Fruits 

$323.38 per ton 
283.38 per ton 
253.38 per ton 

Allocations. The difficulty of holding export markets with the 
fluctu.ating tonnages of the past few years is best il_lustrated by 
the following statistics:-

Currants (tons) 1971 1972 1973 1974 
Pack ...................... 8,052 7,298 5,103 3.477 
Australian requirements ... 3,999 3,932 3,994 3.477 
Export availability ......... 4,053 3,364 1,109 

Sultana~ (tons) 
Pack ...................... 44,378 90.908 42,236 49,429 
Australian requirements ... 12,763 15,102 14,770 16,00( 

Export availability ......... 31,615 75,806 27,466 33,429 

Raisins (tons) 
Pack ...................... 5,000 6,074 5,233 1,976 
Australian requirements ... 3,022 3,378 3,221 1;976 
Export availability .... : . ... 1,978 2,696 2,012 

In discussions with Messrs J. R. Gordon (Chairman) and J. F. 
Wearne (Manager-Secretary), Australian Dried Fruits Control 
Board, on 9-4-1974, arid in subsequent telephone discussions, 
Mr Gordon emphasis the serious disadvantage placed on his 
Board by low availability of fruit. For instance:-

Currants: The Control Board has given up trying to service 
buyers in the United Kingdom and is concentrating on trying to 
hold traditional markets in Canada, New Zealand and West 
Indies. Due to lack of fruit the Canadia.n market is gradually 
being lost and, with no allocation in -1974, may now be totally 
lost The position may-be the same in the West Indies. A market 
once lost is hard to regain. 

New Zealand, because of its proximity, will probably always 
take some Australian Currants. but this year' wi·ll see foreign fruit 
on that ma-rket. 

Mr Gordon suggested that The AD.F.A. should rriake a 
complete re-assessment of its production capacity of Currants. 
Unless there could be some long-term stability in offering to 
export markets, perhaps by allocating a percentage of the crop 
irrespective ·of-production tonnages, it Would be better to 
withdraw altbQether. 

The A.D.F.A. and the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board 
jointly investigaled the possibiliW of impOrting Greek Currant's to 
make up_the Australian short fall, and to permit token exports, 
but quotations received were too high to permit any further 
action. -

Sultanas: The position with Sultanas is equally embarr~ssing, 
according to Mr Gordon. His Board had spent much time, e.ffort 
and money in building up new markets (particularly Japan)' only 
to find that sufficient fruit is not now available to service even 
traditional buyers. 

Large tonnages of 1-crown and 2-crown Sultanas in 1973 and 
1974 created further difficulties as these grades are almost 
unsaleable on export markets, except at discount prices. 

Mr Wearne, citing an example, said that 1-crown and 2-crown 
would sell in the United Kingdom at some $150 per ton below 
3-crown. 1f these grades could be·· sold in Australia the standard 
differential of $11.20 per ton between grades would apply. 

The A.D.F.A. Board is equally concerned to ensure that 
adequate supplies of 3-crown or better are available for the 
Australian packeting market. 
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Raisins: Even though Australia is the only producer of Raisins 
it is necessary to keep demand alive by having some fruit before 
the public and some export markets may have already been lost 
simply because buyers have got out of the habit of using Seeded 
Raisins. 

Australian sales. According to A.D.F.A. f_inal adjustments 
Australian sales for the past four years were:-

1970 ........ . 
1971 ...... .. 
1972 ................ . 
1973 ............ "". 

Currants 
Tons 

4,101 
3,999 
3,932 
3,994 

Sultanas 
Tons 

14,397'c) 
12,763! .1 
15,213 {a) 
14,931 {a) 

Raisins 
Tons 

3,528 
3,022 
3,378 
3,221 

Total 
Tons 

22.026 
19.784 
22.523 
22,146 

(a} Includes Naturals;,1972, 111 tons; 1973. 161 tons. 

These figures refer to sales from a season's pack and do not 
relate to the March-February sales quoted in the Marketing 
Report. 

Distillery fruit. Release to distilleries of Season 1973 
Sub-standard fruit was approved by the Minister for Customs and 
Excise in August 1973. 

In Season 1974, because the initiative came from the wine 
industry instead of from the Dried Vine Fruits Industry, release 
was approved in April. 

International Sultana Agreement countries. Representatives 
from countries which were previously members of the old
International Sultana Agreement met in Melbourne in June this 
year for discussions on .iriternational industry problems. 

Dried T,ree Fruits 
Apricots. The market is buoyant, the only problem being lack 

of fruit and, again, in Season 1974 it has been necessary to 
quota all markets. The Australian market can absorb some 1.200 
tons annually, but it is some Years since this quantity could be 
made available. Sales of grade fruit for the years 1971-1973 
were. and allocations for Season 197 4. are:-

Season 1971 ............. . 
Season 1972 ............. . 
Season 1973 ............. . 
Season 1974 ............. . 

Australian 
Tons 
1,364 

787 
1.054 

800 

Export 
Tons 

990 
991 
944 
516 

Total 
Tons 

2,354 
1.778 
1,998 
1,316 

Because of non-availability of. A.D.F.A. fruit. Distributors and 
Manufacturers were given permission to purchase 
non-Association Apricots in Season 1973 as from 31-8-1973, and 
in Season 1974 as from 5-5-1974. 

Prunes 
Season 1974. Prune Agents faced ·a dual problem this season. 

First to find sufficient fruit to- service the markets, and secondly 
to find markets for a large tonna~e (perhaps as high as 25 per 
cent of the pack) of small counts. 

Sales. A.D.F.A. final adjustment Hgures for D"Agens for 
Seasons 1971-1973 show, and -allocations for Season 1974 
provide· for. sales of:-·-

S·easori 1971 ..... · .... . 
se·ason 1972 ....... . 
season 1973 .. 
Season 1974 .......... . 

Australian 
Tons 

2,678 
2,287 
2.277 
2.200 

Export 
Tons 
1,793 

552 
448 
264 

Total 
Tons 

4.471 
2,839 
2.725 
2.464 

Robe tonnages of 211.172. 115.and 57 fOr Seasons 
1971-1974 respectively were almost totally sold to export 

Agents are presently negotiating to import up to 300 tons 
Prunes to meet Australian requirements 

Pitted Prunes. Negotiations by an A.D.F.A. Packer are 
proceeding for the _importation of a token quant1ty of p1tted 
Prunes to test market acceptance 
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Attempts by a non-Association Packer to-market pitted Prunes 
were not very successful because of the price premium 
necessary to cover weight losses and production costs. The 
Packer has now withdrawn from the market. 

General 

Shipping. Further increases in shipping costs were incUrred 
during the year. 

Tar_iff. The_25 per cent reduction in import tariff applied equally 
to Dned Fru1ts. A request for exemption f~om the reduction was 
not successful, the Minister advising that the Industry would first 
have to prove hardship caused by importations. 

Imports for th9 seven months ending January were:-

Dates .................... . 
Tree Fruits ............... . 
Dried Grapes ............. . 

1973 
Kg. 

1,035.522 
1,268 . 
5.000 

Industry Economy 

1974 
Kg. 

846.387 
10,235 

5 

Industries Assistance Commission. The Act to establish the 
Industries Assistance Commission, one of the most far-reaching 
items of legislation affecting primary industries ever to go before 
Parl_iament, was passed in 1973 and already the Commission is at 
work. 

The Commission, like its predecessor the Tariff Board, will 
hear requests for assistance from primary, secondary and tertiary 
industries, and recommend to the Government. It is a 
recommendatory Commission, or perhaps justification is a better 
description, and has no power of direction. 

In effect, it means that all future requests for assistance, other 
than short-term assistance not extending beyond two years, must 
first go to the LA. C. for.public hearing. 

A request by The A.D.F.A. to amend the Act to give more 
emphasis to the regional importance of a particular industry was 
not successful. 

Rural Enquiry (Green Pi.per). The Australian Farmers· 
Federation acted promptly, and successfully, to have a rural 
panel appointed to assist the Committee established by the 
Government to enquire into, and recommend on, Australian rural 
policy. 

Stabilisation. The posSibi!'ity of extending the Dried Vine' Fruits 
Stabilisation Plan for a further period has already been referred 
by the Prime Minister to the Industries Assistance Coniffiis-sion 
and will now become the sUbject of a full-scale Industry enquiry 
by the Commission. 

Commissioner R. Boyer and Dr. I. G. Mauldon will address 
Dele.gates during Federal Council. 

Industry/Government Control. While the following cannot be 
accepted as an authoritative Government statement, I do believe 
it gives a fair indication of present. Government thinking:-

1. It is Goyernme_nt policy to examine. the membership and 
Constitution of all statutory Boards and this wiil apply to the 
Australian Dried Fruits Control Board in due course. It is not 
anticipated that the review would be made in 1974. 

2. There has been no official consideration of enlarging the 
present Act to include control over the export of Dried Tree 
Fruits and Prunes- and it--is- unlikely that the Government 
woUld consider such action unless requested to do so by the 
Industry. -

3. The Commonwealth is precluded from entering into 
Australian marketing unless authorised to do so by the States 
through complementary legislation. 

Government assistance - Season 1973 rain damage. The 
Board of Management wa:s not successful in its request to 
appropriate State Governments for assistance to Dried Vine Fruit 
growers in respect to treatment charges incurred on Season 
1973 r_ain damaged fruit. The Board had asked for assistance of. 
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Victoria $80,414; South Australia $11,490; New South Wales 
$16,830, to cover 50 per cent of estimated additional treatment 
costs. 

P. A. Mariani, Jnr. A preliminary enquiry has been made by, 
and discussions held, with Mr Mariani on the possibility of him 
joining The AD.F.A -as a Packer and Agent in respect ~o his 
proposed activities in Balranald, New South Wales. 

Mr Mariani is believed to have an application before the New 
South Wal~s Government for the granting of 6,000 acres water 
rights for the establishment of Dried Fruits and Other irrigated 
crops. 

. Angas Park Fruit Co. Discussio_ns ·were held with their General 
Manager but were· not successful in having the company join 
TheA.D.FA 

Riyerina Fruit Co. The Company is not processing fruit in 1974. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Liaison. If any aspect of Administration has changed this year 
it is in the field of liaison, with increased activity at grower, 
industry, trade and Government levels. This has cut heavily into 
the time of your Board members and Executive staff, but is 
essential if The AD.F.A. is to maintain. its role of representing 
the Industry. 

With increasing demands on press, radio and television for 
space and time, and with increasing demands on the time of 
growers and the public generally, it would be easy for the story 
of The A.D.F.A. to be lost in the plethora of mass 
communication. This must not be alloWed to happen. 

Our claim of "Representing the Dried Fruits Industry of 
Australia" is, indisputably valid, but to remain valid the 
Association must not only remain leader of the Industry, it must 
also be seen to be the leader. 

No longer is it suffici9nt to achieve something, it is now also 
necessary to publicise what has been achieved. 

Publications. Our first effort for the year was the p,ublication of 
an official brochure giving a brief history of the AssociatiOn, 
listing Board and Executive staff members. It was- issued to all 
Commonwealth and State Parliamentarians, press, radio and 
television editors in capital cities and rural producing areas, 
senior departmental officers and associated industry 
organisations. 

A new comprehensive bcioklet is now at the planning stage. 

The< new series "Australi~n Dried Fruits New~" ha~ now 
completed its first year: of publication and ·has been well received 
by growers and the Industry generally. Unfortunately, costs of 
publication will rise. Our printer has just received advice that his 
next shipment of paper will be iat an increased cost of 60 per 

. cent. However, while it is the wish of growers to receive the 
"News" it will continue to be published. The possibility of 
obtaining advertiSing as an offset against costs is noW being 
investigated. 

Grower liaison. Board members have visited almos't all 
Branches at leclst once during the past year and Board 
representation at District Counci_l level has been constant. 
Addresses were given to the Griffith and Young District Councils 
by . the Home Economist· and the General Secretary-Manager 
paid an official visit to Western Australia. 

Industry liaison. Because of the increasing interdependence of 
the _Dried, wine and fresh grape sections of the Industry, the 
Board is trying to establish closer liaison at Board and Executive 
levels of the appropriate Associations. 

Close contact has been maintained with Mr A. Preece, 
Presid~nt, Wjne Grape Growers' Gouncil of South Al!stralia. but 
we have not yet. t;>een successful in arranging a meeting with 
members of the Federal body. 

It is hoped to meet with members of ~he Wine Board in 
Melbourne in October next. 
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The Resolutions of Federal Council 1973 
WHAT HAS HAPPENED 

In our issue of October 1973 we published a list of the resolutions passed by Delegates at the 1973 
Federal Council of The Australian D.ried Fruit~ Association. We can now report the following action:-

Salinity - Irrigation Systems 

"That the Board of Management aPpoint. a Special Committee 
to prepare, and put a submission to, ·the State Governments of 
New South Wales, Victoria and South Australia for long-term low 
interest loans for the installation of sprinkler or other methods 
capable of uniform application for the irrigation of established, 
owner-operated horticultural properties along the Murray River. 
This Special Committee to Include one grower member each from 
Victoria, South Australia and New- South Wales and at least one 
Board member." 

A report on action on this resoiJ-1tion and a dfi!tailed article_ by 
Mr M. W. D. Firth on the "Murray Irrigation Area" was published 
in our April issue. · 

The main control meaS;ures sought by Mr Firth were:-

A. An immediate cessation to the granting of additional major 
water rights for intensive agriculture until control measures have 
proved E;!ffective_ in reducing salinity. 

B. An increase in river flows, particularlY during dry periods, 
to dilute present saline inflows. · 

C. Intercepting engineering works and deep forced drainage 
to reduce sub-surface inftows and water tables. 

D. Improved farm management by the use of spray, trickle,-or 
other controlled methods of irrigation. Spray irrigation, for 
instance, is estimated to reduce water usage by 20 per cent and~ 
by relieving the loads imposed on drainage systems by furrow 
irrigatiOn, improve property drainage by up to 50 per cent. Other 
controlled forms of irrigation ~a:y be even more efficient. 

These were included in a submisSion to the Minister for 
Environment and Conservation togeth~r with a request that the 
government make available loan funds to growers of up to 
$15m. over a 1 0-year period, to permit conversion to controlled 
irrigation methods. The Minister has expressed his interest but 
has since advised that it was a matter for the States. 

As the grants would require Commonwealth Governinent 
monies the submission has been referred back to the Minister 
asking that the AUstralian Government take the initiative. in 
bringing the matter before the States. 

Sunraysia Promotion Centre 
"that- this .Federal Council supports the concept of an lnd~stry 

centre based at Mildura. That the sub-committee of the Board of 
Management and the Executive Committee of Sunraysia· District 
Council meet without any further undue delay to come to finality 
on this matter." 

A feasibility study, including site and building sketch plans and 
approximate cost(ngs will be presented to Federal Council 1974. 

Appointment of Field Organising Officer 
"That the Board . .of Management give consideration tO the 

appointment of an A.D.F.A. organiser to Inform grOwers of the 
value of orderly marketing and A.D.F.A. ideals." 

After examining an estimate of'lik:ely costs the Board decided · 
agatnst 1mplementat1on of th1s resolution but, as an alternative, 
members made more frequent visits to South Australia. 

South Australian Packers, both individually and collectively, 
were very active this year in conveying to growers .the part 
played by The· AD.F.A in maintaining orderly marketing and the 
long-term stability of the Industry. 
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Publication of A.D.F.A. Journal 

"That Federal Council requests the Board of Management to 
implement the publication of an A.D.F.A. Journal to be"_circulated 
to all Dried Fruit growers. Publication of the Journal to be 
preferably monthly, but not less than quarterly." 

No comment required other than to say that this will be the 
fifth issue since Federal Council, and that it is planned to 
continue on the basis of five issues annually. 

Salt',creek Rootstocks 
"That the Board of Management consider the issue of at least 

ten cuttings of Salt Creek stock to such growers who wish to 
propagate their own supplies of replacement vines." 

Branches have been advised that growers can obtain cuttings 
by direct application to the Nursery Committee or through their 
local Department of Agriculture officers. 

A similar advice to growers was published in our April issue. 

Rural Reconstruction 
"That the Board ~f Management request the Federal 

Government for a special Rural Reconstruction Scheme for the 
Dried Vine Fruits Industry to cover both debt reconstruction and 
farm build-up." 

From its enquiries the Board ascertained that-

( a) the Dried Fruits Industry was not debarred from seeking 
assistance from the present Rural Reconstruction Scheme 
and some growers were already being assisted; _the Dried 
Fruits Industry was not eligible for the Tree Pull scheme; 

(b) money was available to eligible growers for farm build-up; 

(c) while the present emphasis was on farm build-up, applications 
fOr debt reconstruction were still· being accepted, the 
essential criteria being that" a grower was in financial 
difficulties because of circumstances beyond his own. control; 

(d) generally, existing debts to the State could not be taken over 
by ·a scheme of.debt reconstruction; 

(e) the Dairy Reconstruction Scheme had been tailored to a 
specific need which is not paralleled in the Dried FruitS 
Industry. 

It was pointed out that no apparent state of crisis existed within 
the Industry to influence the Government in providing a special 

• scheme of reconstruction. There were no reportS of forced sales, 
land prices were buoyant and there. appeared to be a ready 
demand for properties plaCed on the market. 

In subsequent discusSions with Department of Primary 
Industry officers in Canberra the same advice was received -
there was no apparent need for .a separate Rural Reconstruction 
Scheme for the Dried Fruits Industry and an approac!l to 
Parliament might not necessarily be to the Industry's advantage. 

It is the intention of the present IndUstries'' Assistance 
Commission enquiry on Dried Vine Fruits stablisation to report 
on the need for reconstr~ction. 

A repOrt ·of· a' proposed separate Reconstruction Scheme for 
the fruit industries in South Australia has been noted but. as yet, 
no substantiation .. or information, can be obtained. 

The Board must now await the findirlgs of the Industries 
Assistance Commission. 
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Harvest labour 
"That an approach be made by the Board of Management,to the 

Minister for Immigration, through the Department of Labour and 
Industry, to make provision for an intake of unskilled labour to 
cater for the needs of rural industries." 

This resolution was personally conveyed by the Chairman to 
the Minister for Labour on 25-10-1973. In addition, a suggestion 
was made that University holidays should be delayed, or 
staggered, to coincide ~ith the harvest period. 

Neither of the two approaches was successful. 

An approach. for the admission to Australia of "Guest" workers 
was also unsuccessful. 

Social Service Payments 
")hat the Board of Management oppose the policy of payment 

of social service benefits to able~bodled unemployed persons 
during the period when seasonal work is available and rejected 
by those persons." 

The Federal Grapegrowers· Council of Australia .askEl'd-·to be 
associated with this resolution and subsequently'~-Sl joint 
submission was made to the Government in which the following 
suggestions were-offered for consideration:-

(a} Encourage the participation of the considerable "retired" 
labour force by offering some inducement tax-wise on wages 
earned on seasonal rural work. 

(b} As an alternative exempt from the calculation of age 
pensions' income derived from this sour~. 

(c} Discontinue the payment of social service benefits (with, of 
course, certain essential reservations) to able-bodied 
unemployed persons during the period when seasonal work 
is available and rejected by those persons. 

At the same time similar action in respect to Social Service 
Benefits, was taken by other primary and secondary industry 
organisations to prevent the payment of benefits to people who 
could, but would not, accept employment offered, and this was 
supported by considerable publicity in the national. press. 

The Government has subsequently conducted an extensive 
enquiry into the payment of unemployed benefits and a general 
tightening up by the Department has been r9J)orted. 

Drying Ratios - Raisins 
"That the Board of Management request the Bureau of 

Agricultural Economics to review the difference between the base 
price declared for Sultanas and Raisins having regard to-

(a) the factual information now available fr6m C.S.I.R.O. on 
drying ratios in relation to degrees Beaume or Brix; 

(b) the date when the picking of Raisin varieties should be 
completed so that a good quality Raisin can be prOduced." · 

The resolution, and paper by Mr Grncarevic, were submitted to · 
the Director, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, who advised that 
the ratio quoted was used to convert dried weight to wet weight 
so that Dried Vine Fruit production could be added to fresh and 
wine grape production to obtain total (fresh} production and yield 
from vines used. · 

The ratio adopted did not affect the cost· structure of the 
Industry because dry weight wa's used in. that calculation. This 
dry weight was the weight obtained from the packing houses. 

Early Seasonal Tree Fruit Deliveries 
"That the Board of Management investigate means of assisting 

A.D.F.A. Packers in making earlier deliveries of Dried Tree Fruits 
to meet the competition of outside packers." 

The resolution was referred to a r'neeting of the Tree Fruits 
Committee with Packers in Berri in December last and 
subsequent action by Packers, particularly through the 
newly-formed South Australian Pool Company, made further 
action by the Board unnecessary. 
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Aerial Survey 
"That Federal Council; through the Board of Management, 

approach the Reserve Bank for support to conduct aerial surveys 
of vine plantings in South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales." 

Through the Reserve Bank contact was made with Mr 
Tuddenham, Forestry Section, University of Melbourne, who is 
presently engaged in aerial survey work under the sponsorship 
of the Bank. It was thought that the aerial survey of horticultural 
plantings might be included as an extension of the work 
presently being undertaken. 

Mr Tuddellham has since conferred with officers of the South 
Australian Department of Agriculture and from his report it is 
apparent that the aerial survey must be supported by an 
extensive ground survey if it is to provide the information 
required by the Industry. 

In South Australia the aerial survey results were used to 
determine the area of plantings, property boundaries and, in 
some instances, to differentiate between deciduous fruit trees, 
citrus and vines. All information on varieties and ages of trees 
and vines was ascertained by ground survey. Subsequent aerial 
surveys were used to pinpoint any changes in areas planted, and 
to localise follow-up at ground level. 

It is now planned to approaCh the New South Wales and 
Victorian Departments of Agriculture and Lands for their support 
with a view to forming a sub-committee to prepare a final 
submission to the Reserve Bank 

Natural Sultanas - Separate pool 
"That the Board of Management consider separating 

dehydrated ·Natural Sultanas and sun-dried Natural Sultanas into 
Separate pools for the 1974 season." 

Without commitment in respect to future seasons, separate 
pools will be established for Sea·son 1974. 

Natural Sultanas - Production and Processing 
"That there be research into the problems of drying Naturals on 

the vine,. and off the vine, and the maximum moisture content at 
which they can be packed." · 

The Dried Fruits Research Committee has agreed that this 
project be passed to C.S.I.R.O. for implementation as part of its 
present investigation into trellis drying and Sultana processing. 

A report will eventually be made by C.S.I.R.O. to the Research 
Committee and will then be passed to the Industry. 

1112 oz. Sultana Packets 
"That the-Board of Management critically examine the 1V2 oz. 

packet operation with the view of increasing retail price to a 
realistic level, and to ensuring that equity to all growers is 
established." " 

The. Board has no control over the retail price· of 1112 oz. 
packets, but has increased the price paid by packeters to the 
pool from $250 per ton to $400 per ton. The increased price is 
effective for season 1974. 

Promotion Policy 
"This Federal Council supports the Board of Managetnent In its 

efforts to combine promotion with actual selling and, to this end, 
requests the Board to continue its discussions with Agents so as 
to improve all-round marketing efficiency. · 

"In the event of arrangements being completed which are 
acceptable to the Board and to Agents that the necessary 
changeover be effected as quickly as possible so that it is in full 
operation by the commencement of Season 1974." 

Despite extensive discussions with the two main Selling 
Agents no effective p-romotion policy has yet been evolved 
whfch would be equitable to, and between. all Agents. 

Investigations are continuing. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



Tolerance of crops to saline waters 
By R. T. J. WEBBER; B.Agr.Sc., Dip.Ed. 

It is not the salt content of the irrigation water that is so important, but the salt content of the soil water 
around the plant roots. 

Dr. Milton Fireman, a world authority on soils and water, recently stated, "the long-terni use of any 
irrigation water depends more on irrigation management, efficiency of leaching, rainfall, salt tolerance of the 
crop and soil management practices than on the quality of the irrigation water." 

Horticulturists are interested in the effects of salinity on. plant growth and chemical and physical 
properties of the soil, particularly as they affect tl]e yield and quality of produce. 

SALT ACCUMULATION 
IN THE SOIL AND PLANT 

Irrigation Water 
(Lowest Conce'ntration 

of Salt) 

' 
Salts Accumulate 

in the Soil Water 

Soil Water is 

Abso•b~d by the 1 
Roots of the Plant 

Good Drainage is 

Essential to Leach 

Salts out of the Soil 

00 

Effects of a saline soil solution 
1. It reduces the availability of water to the plant- Osmotic 

effect. 

2. ·Some elements such as chlorine, sodium and boron, can be 
toxic or pois'onous to plants. 

3. It can reduce availability of plant nutrients. 

4. Under certain conditions a high level of soil salts can affect 
the physical condition of the soil, thereby limiting infiltration, 
aeration and root penetration: · 

The Osmotic effect of a high salt 
level in the soil 

1. With chloride tolerant crops, the total concentration of salts 
in the soil solution is the more important aSpect of salinity 
affecting growth and yield. 

2. The main salts found in the soil solution are sodi.um 
chloride (common Salt), ci:llcium bicarbonate, magnesium 
bicarbonate, calcium sulphate (gypsum), and magnesium 
sulphate (epsom salts). Collectively these make up the total 
soluble salts in the soil and are known as Total Dissolved Salts 
(TDS) or TSS (Total Soluble Salts). 
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Water Evaporates from 
the Leaves of the Plant' 

Leaving the Salts Behind. 

Water and the Dissolved 

Salts Move up Through 

the Stem to the Leaves 

3. The effect of a high level of soluble salts in the soil solution 
is to raise the Osmotic pressure of the soil solution. This 
Osmotic pressure opposes the movement of water into the 
roots and can have the same effect as a shortage of water. 

4. The net effects of a high soluble salt level in the soil 
solution· are:~ 

*reduced seed germination; 

* decreased vegetative growth and reduced yield; 

*leaf symptoms and in extreme cases death of the plant. 

5. The U.S.D.A. Salinity Laboratory in Califa,rnia has 
established for a range of crops, soil salinity levels expressed as 
TDS, which cause 10 p.c., 25 p.c. and 50 p.c. reductions in yield. 

Table 1. gives the soil salinity levels at which yield reductions of 
10 p.c. and 50 p.c. occur for a number .of important horticUltural 
crops. The soil salinity in each case is expressed in terms of 
electrical conductivity of Saturation Extract and is measured in 
millimhos per centimetre at 25 deg. C. (A millimho is a unit of 
electrical conductance). 
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TABLE I 

Electrical Conductivity of Saturation Extract (ECe) for y.ield 
decrease of 10 p.c. and 50 p.c. expressed in millimhos per em· at 
25 deg. C. 

Fruit 
Olive 
Vines 
Citrus 

Crop 

Apple, Pear .. 
Stonefruits 
Avocado .... 
Strawberry . 

Vegetables 

~ 0 p.c. yield 
reduction 

mmhos/cm 

4-6 
4 

2.5-3 
2.5 
2.5 
2.0 
1.5 

50 p.c. yield 
reduction 

mmhos/crn 

7-8 
fH 
4 
4 
4 
3 
2 

Garden beets. 8 12 
Asparagus 7 10 
Spinach.. 5.5 8 
Tomato 4.0 8 
Peas . . . . . . . 3.5 5.0 
Carrot. . . . . . 3.0 5.0 
Cucumber. 3.0 5.0 
Lettuce 2.0 4 
Onion........ 2.0 4 
Beans (French). 1.5 3.5 

The figures in Table I could be expreSsed in parts per million 
(p.p.m.):-

1 millimho ~ 600 ppm. 
e.g., 4 millimhos ~ 4 x 600 ~ 2,400ppm. 

Leaching fraction (LF) 
leaching percentage (L.P.) 

1. The Leaching Fraction (LF) is the fraction of water that must 
pass or leach through the rootzone to control soluble salt 
accumulation in the soil above a certain specified level. 

To express as Leaching Percentage (L.P.) multiply this fraction 
by 100. 

1 

2. Dr. L. Bernstein has devised a method for determining the 
Leaching Fraction based on t~e quality of the irrigation water 
and the acceptable salt levef of the soil water at the bottom of 
the rootzone:-

Leaching Fraction (LF) 

Salt level of irrigation water 
{expressed as ppm or E. C.}. 

Acceptable level of salt in the soil 
water at the bottom of the 
rootzone (this is the E.C. or 
equivalent ppm of the Saturation 
Extract or drainage water which 
causes a 50·p.c. yield reduction). 

Example: LF for Citrus using irrigation water with salt content 

of 300 ppm TDS equals--
300 ppm .125 or 

2400 ppm 12.5 p.c. 

Sensitivity of crops to specific salts 

(Example: Chloride, sodium, boron.) 

When there is a high level of chloride, sodium or boron in·the 
soil solution around the. roots, vines and trees can take in 
harmful amountS. These "elements (ions) .. are conveyed by the 
conducting vE!ssels to aU parts of the vine or tree and especially 
to the leaves. Progressively the chloride or boron accumulates in 
the leaves until it reaches a toxic or poisonous level. At this 
stage symptoms s~ow up. The usual tissue level at which 
chloride develOPs symptO"rns is· about 0.5 p.c. on a drY weight 
basis. 
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Some plants are very sensitive to certain ions (e.g., chloride, 
boron) and this sensitivity overshadows the Osmotic Effect. 
This is especially the case with citrus and stone fruits. 

Table II gives the maximum permissible chloride concentration 
in the soil solution for a number of fruit crops as ppm in the 
Saturation Extract. 

TABLE II 

Umit of tolerance 
to chloride in 
Sat. Extract at 

bottom of rootzone 
Rootstock (exp"ressed in ppm 

Crop Variety of Sat. Extract). 
Citrus ppm 
*Cleopatra mandarin. Rootstock 1775 
*Citronelle .. Rootstock 1050 
*Sweet orange . Rootstock 710 
* Citrange Rootstock 710 
Stone Fruit 

*Marianna. Rootstock 1775 
Grape 

*Sultana . Variety (on 1775 
own roots) 

*Cardinal. Variety (on 710 
own roots) 

Avocado 

*West Indian . Rootstock 568 
*Mexican Rootstock 355 
Strawberry 

*Lassen . Variety 568 
* Shasta . Variety 355 

With crops that are especially sensitive to specific i~ns (e.g., 
chloride), the Leaching Fraction or Leaching Percentage will 
depend on the level of chloride in the irrigation water and the 
level of chloride that can be tolerated by the crop in the soil 
water. 

Thus, with citrus on sweet orange rootstock the L.F. 

Chloride level of irrigation water 

Tolerable limit of chloride in the Sat. Extract 
at the bottom of the rootzone. 
(i.e., 710 ppm in.case of sweet orange rootstock). 

Suppose irrigation water contains 100 ppm of Chloride then 

Leaching Fraction= 100 = .14 
710 

or Leaching Percentage of 14 p.c. 

By comparison the Leaching Percentage based on·TDS levels: 

~ x 100 ~ 12.5 p.c. 
2400 

Thus in the case of citrus the Leaching Fraction or Leaching 
Percentage must be calculated on the basis of chloride rather 
than T.D.S. 

' 

Overhead Sprinkler Irrigation 

Crops like stone fruits and citrus are able to absorb chloride. 
sodium and boron ions through their leaves as well as through 
their roots. Th.erefore, overhead irhgation of these crops 
p·rovid€:s an extra salinity hazard and necessitates a lower salinity 
irrigation water. 

Dr. Bernstein has recommended that water used for overhead 
irrigation of stone fruits and citrus should not exceed an average 
70 ppm and 100 ppm chloride respectively during the irrigation 
season. 

Where tile chloride level exceeds these averages, low level 
spnn.klers, furrow irrigation, or trickle irrig~tion should be used 
with these crops. 
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Principles involved in Salt Management 

1. The. Leaching Requirement, depends on the salinity of the 
irrigation water and the salt toleranc~ of the crop. The higher the 
Salinity of the irrigation water and/or the more susceptible 'the 
crop is to salt, the greater the leaching requirement. 

2. Without leaching, salts progressively a_ccumulate 'in the 
rootzone. This is a result of salts added by the irrigation water 
(one 6 inch irrigation at 400 ppm TDS adds about 5 cwt, of salt 
per acre) and the salt which rises by capillarity from the saline 
water table or wet soil below the rootzone. 

Figure 1 shows that it is necessary to leach more frequently 
when using high salt irrigation water than low saH water. 

Figure 1 

Amount of 
Salt accumulated 
in soil 
solution in 
rootzone. 

Amount of 
Salt 
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solut1on 1n 
rootzone 

+ 

I 

High-Salt water 
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: 
I 
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irrigation 
required 

w 
I "' 

Number of irrigations. 

Low-Salt water 

Specific salt tolerance 
level for crop. 

Number of irrigations 

Leaching 1 

irrigation I 
required. I 

3. Salts do not move in dry soil. Salts move by dissolving in 
the water added to the soil and move with the water in the 
direction of flow of the water. 

Figure 2 shows the salt distribution in water as it passes 
through the soil from a furrow. 
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Figure.2 

Dry Soil 
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The most effective leaching of rootzones occurs when the 
water movement is essentially in a downward direction through 
the entire rootzone. This is best achieved when a high 
percentage of the soil surface is directly wetted by irrigation 
water, e.g., cbntrolled flooding, closely spaced broad based 
furrows or sprinkler irrigation. 

4. A positive salt balance on an area of land occurs when the 
salt removed in the drainage water ·over a season exceeds the 
salts added in the irrigation water. This may not mean much 
unless water distribution is uniform over the whole area. 

On most properties there is a positive salt balance, however, 
there are often parts where the salt balance is negative and 
there is a nef accumulation of salt. · 

5. Uneven leaching often results in a dangerous level of sal.ts 
in part of the rootzone of vines and trees and this can be 
sufficient to produce salt (chloride) symptoms. Thus the 
importance of complete wetting and leaching of the rootzone. 

Practical Salt Management 

The aim of, irrigation and drain3ge is to create and maintain a 
healthy environment in the entire rootzone of vine·s and trees. 
This implies an ade:'quate level of soil moisture, good aeration 
a:nd an acceptable salt level. 

These objectiyes require the following conditions:~ 

1. The irrigation water must be uniformly applied both across 
and along the rows of vines or trees and to a depth which 
ensures proper wetting and leaching ofthe rootzone. 

The main factors involved in applying water evenly and 
efficiently are:-

* One type of soil in each irrigation run. 

* Correct slope and length of row or irrigation run based on soil 
type. • · 

*Correct spacing of furrows across the fu~l width of the inter-row 
space. 

* Use of furrow outlets which are capable of being adjusted to 
give good.control of both large and small furrow flows. 

* Use of the prirhary-secondary flow method of irrigation. 

*Correct soakage time according to soil types. 

2. Good drainage is essential; The drainage must be capable 
of removing the leaching water at a rate which aVoids crop 
damage due to waterlogging or salt. 
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In reality this means that the drains must be able to:-

* quickly remove the excess water from the rootzone following 
an irrigation or heavy rain; 

*-remove sufficient salts from the soil to lower the general soil 
salinity. 

* lower the water table to a safe level in a specified time so that 
there is no appreciable rise _of salt into the rootzone between 
irrigations. 

Conclusion 
In general, the quality of irrigatiori water in our Mallee 

horticultural districts is of high quality (ranging from 100-300 
ppm TDS) and growers using this quality water for fu-rrow 
irrigation should have no problems -providing they have 
adequate drainage and reasonable standard of water 
management. 

Even in the Tresco area wh€re water quality averages 400-450 
ppm TDS, there should be no depression in yield due to salt 
provided that the land is well drained, water is uniformly applied 
and sufficient water is added for leaching purposes. 

It should be stressed, however. that the use of more saline 
irrigation Water calls for a higher standard of water management, 
more frequen·t waterings, an efficient drainage system and 
higher leaching factor. 

Apricot (USA) men 
phasing out? 

California's apricot growe·rs have elected to continue the 
·present California State Marketing Order for Apricots for another 
three years by a three-to-one margin. The M.O. covers apricots 
'in all forms and emphasises advertising and promotion to 
increase commodity demand. 

Apricot growers could be termed an endangered_ species. 
According to recent tallies, the number of apricot growers in 
California has decreased by about 300 since the spring of 1971 
- a drop of 30 per cent-. According to the latest census, there 
were 699. commercial growers in California (15 tons or more 
production) compared with 1 ,000 in March of 1971. The biggest 
loss was in Santa Clara County, followed by San Benito County. 
The acreage in 1973 was 28,970 bearing acres that produced 
152,000 tons. In 1971, the acreage was 30,861 bearing acres 
and 144,000 tons produced with some 37,000 tons excluded that 
were not harvested because o~ economic reasons. 

"'Pacific Fruit News.'" 

TAXATION -· 1973 Budget Amendments 
By Mr N. Dillman, Industry Director, Victorian Farmers'_ Union 

The, changes to the Taxation Act announced in the Budget speech in August last year have now been 
implemented. The effect will be a loss of some deductible allowancees permitted against primary production' 
business income, and a corresponding increase in the amount of taxation payable. 

The following explanation may be of interest to growers. Please note that in the list of depreciation rates I 
have included only those items which may be applicable to Dried fruit production. 

Accelerated Depreciation Allowance 
This allowance under Section 57AA of the Tax Act entitled 

farmers to depreciate plant. and structural improvements in equal 
instalments of 20 per cent ov~r five years. 

The accelerated depreciation allowance has been removed 
and will only apply to items acquired up to Budget day (August 
21, 1913) or to items for which a contract. either written or verbal, 
for the supply of goods and/or services, was entered into up to 

· Budget day. 

Items which were eligible for accelerated depreciation 
allowance will in future be depreciable at normal depreciation 
rates contained in the table below. 

Special deduction lor inve.stment in 
plant used in primary production 

The purpose of this-allowance was to stimulate the use of new 
and up-to-date plant in primary production. Under Section 62 
AB, primary producers incurring capital expenditure on new 
l?lant were able to claim an additional 20 per cent of the total 
cost, including installation expenses as a deduction from income 
of the year in which the plant was first used or installed, making a 
total deduction of 40 per cent in that year. 

Under the new provisions, this special deduction will be no 
longer available for expenditure under contracts entered into 
after August 21, 1973. 

Growers should note that the key_ is the date on which- the 
contract ·was entered into. Contracts entered into up to and 
including August 21. may req~:.~ire payment at a future date. In 
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such cases. the special allowance would apply for the 
expenditure in the year in which it is incurred. 

Farm improvement expenditure 
deductions 

Section 75 of the Tax Act allowed capital expenditure on 
certain items ::~s a full deduction in the year in which it was 
incurred. The provision covered expenditure on~ 

*the eradication or extermination of animal or vegetable pests 
from the land; 

*the destruction of weed or .plant growth detrimental to the 
land; 

*the pre;paration of the land for agriculture; 

. * pl_oughing and grassi~g the land for grazing purposes; 

*the draining of swamp or low-lYing lands where that operation 
improves, the aQricultural or grazinQ value of the land; 

*preventing or combating soil erosion or flooding on the land; 

-k conserving or conveying water for use in carrying on primary 
production on the land. 

The new amendments to the Act remove the provision of 
deductibility in the year of incurring the expense. All expenses 
incurred in any of the above operation·s will now be subject to a 
depreciation rate of 10 per cent. ,As with other changes, 
expenditure incurred as a result of contracts entered into on or 
before August 21. 1_973, will still be eligible for deduction in full in 
the year of incurring the expense. 
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Expenditure on erecting structu'res (such as sheds, tanks and 
stands and dams) is not subject to the 10 per cent depreciation 
under this Section. Such expenditure is de.preciable at the rates 
listed in the schedule below. To prevent confusion, in the Act 
"dams" refer to struCtures which are barriers across a stream. 
Normal paddock dams for the storage of water are called "earth 
tanks" and as such are eligible~ for 10 per cent depreciation 
under the new Section 75 A 

Normal operating expenses 
Capital expenditure on the items listed above relate to 
developmental-type work and not to work carried out as part of 
normal production. 

All normal .operating expenditure, including seasonal 
ploughing, fertilising, pasture se·eding and maintenance, 
including weed control in pastures, is fully deductible in the year 
in which it is incurred. 

Deductions for fencing 
Section 76 allowed for a full deduction of expenses, in the 

year irl which they were incurred, on the construction or 
alteration of a fence to prevent the entry of animal pests. A 
similar deduction applied if the fence was erected to prevent live 
stock entering mir;teral or salt-affected land. 

These deductions no longer apply (except in the case of 
contracts entered into on or before August 21, 19-73) and such 
fencing expenditure will be subject to the normal depreciation 
rates in the table. 

The above rates have not been looked at for many years and it 
is obvious that many are inappropriate to the standard o1 
performance of many materials. 

The V.F.U. will be seeking a thorough-going review by the 
Commissioner of Taxation of the rates applicable to primary 
industry. It is expected that this will be sought in conjunction 
with other member organisations of the Australian Farmers' 
Federation. 

Allowable for Depreciation 
Prime Cost Diminishing 

""""" Value Method 
ltelt) percent percent 

Agricultural implements, 
and plant ... 10 15 

Bridges, wooden .. 5 7V2 
Bulldozers ... 15 22V2 
Drays, wagons, buggies and 

sulkies. 10 15 
Fences, including wire and 

wire netting used in 
construction of fencing 3 4V2 

Fruit-growers· plant·"-.. 
Dips, pans, spray, pumps, etc .. 10 15 
Fumigation tents-and machinery 10 15 
Racks (dried fruit). 5 7V2 
Trellis (dried· fruit) ... 5 ?V2 

Irrigation plant and equipment-
Metal piping .... 71/2 11V4 
Other piping (including 
concrete channels. but not 
earth channels) 5 7V2 
Other plant 5 7V2 

Levee banks and revetments 2112 ' 33A 
Lighting Plant (electric). 5 71/2 
Tanks, underground. Nil Nil 
Tanks. galvanised iron-

Bore water. 10 15 
Rain water. 5 ?V2 
Seamless reinforced concrete . 2 3 

Traction engines (oil or wood 
fuel) .... 10 15 

Tractors, motors 15 22V2 
Trailers ..... 10 15 
Water tower, brick. 1 1V2 
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Alternative to Dartmouth 
su~gested 

Money spent on the Dartmouth Dam would have been better 
used to buy out water rights in the ·Kerang area. solving both the 
salinity problem and that of the extra water for South Australia, 
one of the engineers concerned with the Murray Valley Salinity 
Report has stated. 

Mr Peter Hallows, an executive engineer with Gutteridge, 
Haskins and Davey- the firm which compiled the report- gave 
this as his ·"private and doubtless radical view" when speaking at 
the annual meeting of the Ultima and District Dryland Farmers· 
Protection League at Sea Lake on April17. 

Some 60 persons who attended the meeting listened with 
interest as Mr Hallows s·peaking on the questioh of closing up 
irrigation areas, expanded further on the subject. stating he felt 
sure some returns on the worst salt-affected farms must be 
"pretty low", and farmers would probably be happy to sell out at 
reasonable prices to allow them to move elsewhere. · 

Double Effect 
He said buying out water rights would "kill two birds with one 

stone" - it would solve the salinity problem without doing 
anythirig, and allow the water so saved to be used to increase 
South Australia's entitlement. 

In addition this would prevent some possible nasty and 
undesirable environmental effects from Dartmouth. 

Because the offtake fro.m the bottom of Dartmouth reservoir 
would be very deep, it could contain hydrogen sulphide 
("bad-egg gas") which would have a detrimental effect on 
downstream waters, and could include the killing of some fish. 

An elected councillor of the Australian Conservation 
Foundation, Mr lan Campbell, also addressed the meeting, and 
confirmed Mr Hallow's views about the hydrogen sulphide which 
could come from Dartmouth Dam. 

Mr Campbell said this had occurred in Tasmania, where the 
problem was so bad at a da(ll built by the Hydro Electric 
Authority that the gas could be seen rising off the water. 

It had not been possible to use this water fOr any purpose. It 
had corroded the Hydro Electric plant, and the water had to be 
let into the river in small quantities. 

Referring to the proposed salt drain to Lake Tyrrell, Mr 
Campbell said it was fortunate that studies had been carried out 
by the Water Commission and Gutteridge, Haskins and Davey, 
l,o/hich provided a firm basis for decisions to be made on mitigation 
of salinity problems. 

Vote-Catching 
He pointed out that the final decision as to what action should 

be taken on the salt drain would be a political one, and prob8bly 
based on "a politician's short-term need for votes." 

"It is a brave politician who is going to do something which 
might lose him votes in the next three years, but in the long term 
may be the best thing. 

"We have to look ahead 150 years. not just the next year or the 
year after. To get politicians to think aheild is the problem," Mr 
Campbell commented. 

Mr Campbell was accompanied by the Federal Secretary of the 
Furnishing Trades Union, M.r Ken Carr,,who was co-opted to fill a 
vacancy on Australian Co~servation Foundation. 

They made a tour of the Barr Creek, Lake Tutchewop, Lalbert 
and Tyrrell Creeks and areas surrounding Lake· Tyrrell with a 
view to making recommendations to the ACF so that an official 
po'licy might be adopted on the Lake Tyrrell sa'lt drain 
proposition. 

When asked if unions would take action to oppose the salt 
drain, Mr Carr said that if the ACF made a recommendation. no 
doubt the ACTU would give this consideration. 

("The Swan Hill Guard iBn.') 
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SPRINKLER IRRIGATION IN SUNRAYSIA 
L D. Jones, Research Officer, State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, Red Cliffs. 

Repr,inted from "Aqua" with permission of Slate Rivers and Water Supply Commission. 

Overhead sprinkler irrigation .is the method commonly used by 
most farmers in Sunraysia either for new land being developed 
to horticultural plantings or for the redevelopment of irrigation 
on existing farms. 

The private diversion areas have shown a steady expansion of 
irrigation. In the Nangiloc area alone the area licensed for 
irrigation has increased at the rate of BOO acres per year over the 
last four years. In established districts such as Red Cliffs there 
has been a trend toward the use of sprinkler irrigation in existing 
vineyards. 

Most systems are of the overhead sprinkling typ_~. The 
continued use of overhead sprinklers may seem surprising in 
view of the salinity hazard experienced with this ·method in 
recent years and the developments .. which have taken place in 
the use of low level sprinklers and trickle irrigation. 

The Murray Valley Salinity Investigations Report by the 
Consultants to the River Murray Commission, recommended that 
all overhead sprinkler systems be converted to low level 
sprinklers in the horticultural zone. Thus the effects of salt 
absorbed through the leaves during irrigation would be avoided 
on salt sensitive crops. 

It was noted that Citrus in the South Australian section of the 
River Murray, where salinity is higher, showed remarkable 
improvement in tree health~foilowing the change from overhead 
to low level sprinkling. 

The tentative limits for water quality for overhead sprinkling on 
sens.itive crops were defined by' Dr. Bernstein ofthe U.S. Salinity 
Laboratories during a visit to the Murray Valley in 1968. He 
suggested that the upper safe limit for irrigating citrus was a 
weighted average for the irrigation season of 100 parts per 
million of chloride ·ion (equivalent to 300 ppm total dissolved 
solids). This was based on the use of irrigation water which 
varied in salinity through the irrigation season, a total irrigation 
time of about 100 hours and a halved rate of salt uptake dul"ing 
night irrigation. · · 

An absolute limit for salinitty which could be used for one 
irrigation would be 320 ppm of chloride {equivalent to_ 700 ppm 
total dissolved solidS). -

For stone fruit, which is more sens.itive. to salinity than citrus a 
weighted average of 70 ppm· ol chl'oride {or 200 ppm total 
dissolved solids) was suggested. 

Apart from the salinity hazard, another ·disadvantage of 
overhead sprinkling is the high evaporative loss during hot. dry 
and windy weather. On an extreme day 'this can amount to 30 
p.c. of the water pumped. 

Cost is another factor, the typical system used operates at 40 
to 45 psi and is an entirely fixed system with all pipelines 
underground. Such systems cost between $450.and $600 per 
acre and power costs for pumping are around $7/acre foot. 
R.ecent land development has been two to three miles from the 
river and additional costs are involved in double pumping and 
long power lines. 

Some large projects have used dies~l engines .for pumping 
where new .power lines would be long and expensive. 

Advantages farmers see 

Most farmers see the overhead system as having a small and 
light labour requirement, where only half hour may be needed to 
shift irrigation from one arec;l to anott)er by turning ,valves, and by 
quickly checking that all sprinkler heads are operating. · 

There will be·1 0 to 11 heads per acre at a trian~;Jular spacing of 
close to 66 x ·60ft., applying 3 inches in 8 to 12 hours. Using a 
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fixed system, one man can handle about 100 acres of sprinklers 
and still carry out other farm operations and so keep labour costs 
down. 

One man could handle a maximum of 30 acres of furrow 
irrigation and somewhat le'ss than 100 acres with the 

·semi-portable low level sprinkler systems which have been used 
as replacements for overhead irrigation. 

Another advantage is their convenience when some form of 
climatic modification is needed. Intermittent sprinkling can be 
used during periods of low temperature to reduce frost hazard. 
Also, in market gardens, short irrigations may be .applied each 
day during germination and during very hot weathel- as a form of 
crop cooling to maintain the qua!ity of vegetables. 

During development of plantings strong winds can result in 
sand blast of tender young plants. Irrigation keeps the soil moist 
and prevents the sand from blowing. 

These management techniqu.es are practicable with a fixed 
system. 

Sprinkling has been regarded as the best method for 
controlling irrigation to avoid problems. of water table build up 
and delay the need for drainage. However this has not always 
proved to be the· case and water tables have appeared along the 
margi':ls' of sand hills within two years of development. 

Salinity and weather hazards 

Farmers feel that. the years when salt levels in th'e irrigation 
water are high, have occurred infrequently in Sunraysia in the 
past. and so they are willing to take a greater risk with the use of 
overhead sprinkling. 

Citrus is the main crop grown which is subject to foliar 
absorption of salt. Vines which are. the next most extensive crop. 

Overhead .1prinkler units in a .1ysiem at Mildura, Victoria. 
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appear to absorb far less salt through the leaves and are not 
easily adaptable to low level sprinkling. Vegetable crops are not 
worried by foliar absorption. · ~ 

A number of techniques are used by farmers tO reduce the 
hazards-of weather and salinity. Some of these are: 

*Watering at night. Wind speeds are lowest at night and 
evaporative losses are less. Also foliar absorption of salt by 
citrus is· halved at night. In addition, pumping costs may be less 
by taking advantage of the lower night rate electricity tariff. 

*Careful choice of sprinkler heads. A number of sprinkler 
heads are available which are designed to operate in winds up to 
5 mph~ a typical summer wind spee9 for this part of the Murray 
Valley. · 

*These heads use-a single rather than a double jet. Heads are· 
looked for, which rlot only give a uniform water distribution but 
have the lowest water losses. 

Uniformity can be checked by placing rain gauges in' a grid 
over an area enclosed by four sprinklers. Christiansen's 
Coefficient of Uniformity test is then applied-·to these readings. 
Designers normally aim for 80 p.c. uniformity, but in tall plantings 
such as citrus and vines, a uniformity of 70 p.c. is quite good. 

Salinity hazard can also be reduced by adjusting the speed of 
rotation of the heads to around one rpm, which should keep the 
fOliage wet all the time and watering sections in the direction of 
the prevailing wind so that spray drift is washed off the leaves. 

Farmers in Sunraysia have continued to develop land using 
fixed overhead sprinkling systems because they feel that the 
convenience of use allows a single farmer to handl'e much larger 
areas than with other methods. By using careful management 
techniques some of the hazards of foliar absorption of salt and 
adverse weather can be overcome. 

Results of tests of sprinkler heads 
Still Windy 

condition 12 mph 
Type 1 Coefficient of Uniformity . 81 73 
2 jet p.c. of output Recovered . 91 85 
sprinklers CU x Recovery . 74 62 
Type 2 Coefficient of Uniformity . 68 78 
Single jet p.c. of output Recovered 78 73 
sprinkler CU x Recovery . 53 57 

. Type 3 Coefficient of Uniformity .. B4 79 
2 jet p.c. of output Recovered . 82 91 

CU x Recovery . 68 72 
Type 4 Coefficient of Uniformity . 71 89 
Single Jet p.c. of output Recovered . 80 81 

CU x Recovery . 57 72 
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FOR THE LADIES 

BOILED FRUIT CAKE 
Here's what you need: 
8 oz. butter 
2 cups raw sugar 
2 cups water 
8 oz. Sultanas 
2 oz. Currants 
8 oz. Raisins 
4 oz. Dried Apricots 
2 oz. walnuts 
3eggs 
1 cup wheatgerm 
2 cups wholemeal plain flour 
1 cup Wholemeal self-raising flour 

Here'~ what you do: 
Combine the butter, sugar, water, Sultanas, Currants, chopped 

Raisins and chopped Dried_ Apricots in a saucepan. · · 

Stir over a loW heat until_the butter is melted, then bring to the 
boil. Simmer, uncovered for 3 minutes, then remove from the 
heat and cool. When cold, stir in the Ghopped walnuts, lightly, 
beaten eggs, wheatgerm, and sifted flOurs, mixing well. . 

Pour into a greased and paper-lined deep 71/2' in or 8 in. round 
tin. 

Bake in a moderately slow oven for approximately 2Y2 hours, 
or until cooked when tested. 

Here's what you need: 
8 tablespoons rolled oats 
4 tablespoons wheatgerm 

MUESLI 

4 tablespoons all bran cereal 
2 tablespoons skim milk- powder 
4 oz. Sultanas 
2 oz. stoned and chopped Prunes 
4 oz. chopped Dried Apricots 
1-oz. toasted and chopped almonds 
4 oz. dried and chopped apples or pears 

Here's what you do:·. 
Combine all the 'ingiedierits together, and store· in ·an airtight 

container until needed. · · · · 

HONEY HEALTH CANOY 
Here's what you need: 
3A cup chopped Dried Apricots 
1/2 cup water: , _ _ . 
1/3 cup finely chopped almonds 
1 tsP. lemon juice ' · · 
1 tsp. grated lemon rind 
1 tsp. orange· juice 
112 cup honey 
1- cup skim milk powder 
1 tablespoon ·wheatgerm -
V2cup·Sultanas 
1/2 cup coconut ' 
extra coconut 

Here's what You do: 
Combine ApricOts and· wate·r in a ·saucepan and 'bring to the 

boil. Reduce heat and simmer until just tender. 

Remove from the he~.t. and combine Apricot mixture with the 
almonds. lemon juice, lemon rind, orange juice, honey, skim 
milk, wheatgerm, Sultanas and coconut. 

Di_vide 'th8 · mixtul-e intottiree; · a-nd ·with. wet hands fo'rm· :ule 
mixture into rolls. Roll rnextra Cocb,nut. ' . . ' 

Remember to pack dried fruits in your children's school 
lunches and encourage your'family to eat dried fruits in ,Place of 
starchy cakes, chocolate arid sweets. , 
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COMMONWEALTH MARKETING PLANS 
AND BUDGETS 1974-1975 

The Board takes pleasure in recommending to Federal Council the following Marketing and Promotional 
Plans for 1974. 

When work began on the formulation of Marketing Plans for 1974 the prospects for a good Season were 
bright. It was planned that some of the more novel promotional ideas held over from 1973 would be used. 
However, once again these plans had to be shelved in view of the deterioration of crop prospects for the 
Season. 

In earlier anticipation of a- good selling Season, the Board 
agreed to a market survey being carried out by Frank Small and 
Associates to determine the direction and theme that advertising 
and promotion should take in order to attract consumers who are 
not already regular uses of Dried Fruit. Although a media plan 
based on the findings of the surVey may not be used in 1974, the 
same _findings will remain eqUally valid in 1915.- The main 
findings of the survey are of interest to report. 

Executive Summary 
Nearly three-quarterS (70 p.c.) of housewives use some sort of 

Dried Fruit nowadays. About half {49 p.c.) of all women use 
Sultanas. 

Usage ·of any Dried Fruit. and of Sultanas, is highest among 
better educated women, those from higher socio-economic and 
income groups. Women with larger, Younger families are also 
more likely to use Dried Fruit. 

Mixed Fruit is used by about two out of eVery five housewives. 
Unlike other Dried Fruits, Mixed Fruit is used by the same 
proportions of women in different socio-economic and income 
groups. 

Usage of Mixed Fruit is extremely t,ligh in Perth, where abo.ut 
three-quarters of women who use any Dried Fruit at all use 
Mixed Fruit. 

The average number of types of Dried Fruit used by women 
who use any at all is 2.6. 

This figure increases to 2.8 in Adelaide, 2.9 in Perth. Just over 
one in ten women {12 p.c.) who use Dried Fruit at all use only 
"other" types of Dried Fruit- i.e., non-Vine Fruits. 

Most women (70 p.c.} buy their Dried Fruit mainly from a 
supermarket. They generally feel that the "usual" pack sizes are 
"about right." 

A significant minority {28 p.c.} do buy Dried Fruit mainly from a 
health food stOre. Other retail outlets are hardly used by women 
for the purchase of Dried Fruit. 

Two out_of five housewives who use Sultanas at all.use them at 
least once a week. One in four women who use Mixed Fruit use 
it this often. 

Less than a quarter of women using Sultanas use them less 
often than once a month. About a _third of those using Mixed 
FrtJit use it less than once a month. 

Frequency of use of Sultanas is highest in households where 
there are more young people, and in higher income group 
households. Frequency of use is also higher· among Melbourne 
housewives than those living elsewhere. 

There is very little difference in frequency of usage of Mixed 
Fruit between various groups of consumers. 

Four out of five women who use Sultanas use them (at least 
sometimes) raw rather than in cooking. Mixed Fruit is used more 
for cooking, with less than half the women who use Mixed Fruit 
ever using it raw. 

Women and childi"en are the people most likely to eat Dried 
Fruit (either Sultanas or Mixe.d Fruit) raw. 

Cdnsumer attitudes towards Dried Fruits are very favorable, 
particularly in terms of the "Natural Goodness" of Dried Fruit. 

.and its versatility. 
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The lowest score, and therefore the least favorably regarded 
aspect of Dried- Fruit is "value for money." Even with this factor, 
the average score is well on the positive side, indicating that the 
majority of housewives agree that Dried Fruit is good value for 
money. 

ConsiJering that Sultanas will be the only variety of Dried Fruit 
in anything like normal supply in 1974, the Marketing Plan has 
been -cast as a holding campaign to maintain consumer interest 
in Dri"ed Fruit until the time when plentiful supplies demand a 
more aggressive approach. 

Ariother major consideration was the status of negotiations 
towards amalgamation of the promotional and selling functions 
of the Industry. The Plan is, therefore, based on the following 
concepts: 

· _1. The unlikely event of the proposed changeS being 
irhplemented during S~ason 1974 make it important to maintain 
the strength of the merchandising force at a level that would 
maintain full support to the retail trade in the most advantageous 
areas. 

2: DiScontinuation of media advertising for 1974, with the 
exception of trade press and selected COIT)munity and charity 
magazines. 

3. To\al reliance on in-store merchandisinng and-co-operative 
advertising promotions to maintain the level of retail sales. 

4. Continuing supporting Manufacturers by: 

(a) Financial assistance to Manufacturers which mount 
worthwhile campaigns in support of fruited products. 

(b) Assistance to the Bakery and Pastrycook Trade in the form of 
suitable point-of-sale material. 

(c) Continued co-operation with lip Top Bakeries -in a radio 
campaign featuring fruit loaves (South Australia only). 

5. Continued educational support to schools in the form of 
project sheets and cookery bookS:. 

6. Production and distribution of a series of prestige recipe 
· booklets to fulfill the need for this type of material in reSponse to 
mailed and telephoned requests. 
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7. A widening scope of Public Relations activities to cover the 
whole of the Commonwealth, to create more opportunities to 
promote the Industry and its products to the market. 

Promotional Plan 
The Promotional Plan 1973, as approved by Federal Council, 

was carried out successfully, and well within the budget levels 
set for the Plan. The expenditure on Vine Fruit promotion 
amounted to $334,370 out of a budget of $361,000, leaving an 
amount of $26,630 unspent. For the promotion of Prunes 
$73,781 were spent out of a lludget of $86,000, IMving $12,220 
unspent. During the year the cost of media, display materials and 
representatives' service's all showed significant increases, and 
the fact that it was possible to contain expenditure within budget 
levels was due to eliminating wastage in materials from over 
ordering, and keeping a constant watch on the activities of 
Merchandisers and making whatever modifications were 
necessary to their schedules to ·cut out unnecessary costs 
servicing unproductive calls: 

The Promotional Plan for 1974; although on a low key, will be 
pursued with the objective of maintaining the volume of sales of 
Dried Fruits to the limits of fruit availability, and to stimulate 
further interest, particularly among school-age children as a 
basis for future Seasons when fruit really has to be sold. To 
implement this Plan the budget for 1974 is drafted. 

Budget 
The budgets submitted by the Marketing Manager and 

approved by the Board for confirmation by Federal Council, are 
for the expenditure of $320,000 on Vine Fruits and $81,000 on 
Prunes. This is $31,000 less than in 1973 for Vine Fruits and 
$5,000 less than 1973 for Prunes. 

Each component of the budget has been examined carefully 
with regard to its cost to importance ratio in contributing to the 
overall marketing objectives for the Season. 

Components of the Vine Fruits budget and their allocations are 
discussed under their respective headings. 

1. Field Staff: A close examination has been made of staff 
requirements in each State in which the determining factors· 
have been:-

* Diminishing opportunities for merchandisers to operate in 
supermarkets, offset in some degree by the opportunity to 
merchandise in health food shops. Both these factors vary 
from State to State. 

* Increasing costs of salaries, accommodation and transport and 
the effect of these on the coverage of some country areas. 

Queensland: Undoubtedly the best of the States in termS of 
acceptance of merchandising service. This, combined with the 
development of North Queensland, calls for the present count of 
three merchandisers in this State to be maintained. 

New South Wales: At the beginning of 1973 the establishment 
was one supervisor and four merchandisers. During the year the 
supervisor and two merchandisers have left, and one 
merchandiser has been replaced. 

For a market as important to the Industry as New South Wciles, 
three men are not quite adequate, particularly between October 
and the Christmas holiday period. In the immediate future field 
strength will remain at three men, but provision is proVided in 
the budget for a fourth man, should experience prove this to be 
necessary. . . 
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Victoria: At the beginning of 1973 there were five 
merchandising representatives, one of whom was classified as a 
Senior Merchandiser. In addition a full-time Marketing Assistant 
attached to Head Office was largely occupied in servicing the 
merchandising team, nationally. 

During 1973 the Mark9ting Assistant left the employment of 
The A.D.F.A. and the change made was that the Senior 
Merchandiser took over most of the work handled by the 
M~rketing Assistant. in addition to his field duties which were, 
however, reduced sufficiently to allow him to handle his new 
responsibilities. The overall effect has been to reduce the field 
merchandising strength to four men, and it has been found that 
four men are needed to cover the Victorian area. The Senior 
Merchandiser has lately taken over a large portion of the 
supervisory work of the New South Wales field team. This extra 
responsibility, together with his other responsibilities, are a 
full-time occupation, consequently his position has been 
renamed to Merchandising Manager. 

South Australia: This ·state appears to be the worst affected by 
the chain stores in reducing the work that merchandisers can 
carry out in supermarkets. The possibility of handling South 
Australia with one merchandising representative is currently 
being investigated, and if this proves practical the State will be 
handled by one merchandiser, as it is at the present time. 

Summary: The overall planning is that in 1974 a total Of 
thirteen personnel engaged in field merchandising activities will 
be budgeted for, compared with sixteen at the beginning of 
1973. The effect will be that after allowing for increases in 
Travellers' Awards and the National Wage Case, the amount 
budgeted is practi~ally the same as for 1973. · 

2~ Field Staff Expenses: As the frequency and reach of country 
visits was overhauled two years ago, a further examination has 
taken place, before setting the 1974-1975\budget. As a result of 
changes found possible in country itinerariEJ!S and with resulting 
economies in accommodation expenses, the budget for this item 
has been held at approximately ~550 higher than in 1973-1974. 

3. Motor Vehicles: Although the cost of operating motor 
vehicles has been kept to the same figure for several years. this 
is becoming increasingly difficult due to the increased cost of 
maintenance and petrol. As it is planned to ·operate with three 
men less in 1974 a reduction of two vehicles from the fleet .has 
been made which contributes to offset the increase in the cqst of 
the remainder. Therefore, it is: expected that this figure will 
remain approxi'mately the same as in 1973. 

4. Retailer Co-operation: There is no other area of promotion 
in the food industry that has received so much discussion in the 
trade papers and among Marketing men as the rising cost of 
co-operative advertising and the loss of value in the word 
"co-operative." There is a great deal of hope among 
Manufacturers and suppliers that it will come under close 
scrutiny in the new Trade Practices Legislation. In the meantime, 
the factual situation is one that must be dealt with. As the 
number of promotions made available to chains and grot,~ps in 
each State has already been cut to a minimum· it will be 
necessary to increase the allocation for this purpose just to 
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maintain the present level. As thiS will be the backbone of Vine 
Fruit promotion in 1974, it is desirabl~ that co-operative 
advertising is increased in areas where economical results can 
be seen for the money outlayed. In combination with increase~ 
charges, a significant increase in the allo.cation for this item is 
necessary. Provision has alsO to be made for a reasonable 
increase in the Western Australian allocation. This has remained 
static for the Past four years and. allowance is also made for the 
fact that in Western Australia the Distributors are carrying out a 
merchandising service which would otherwiSe be a costly item if 
handled by The A.D.F.A. With these factors in mind the 
allocation for co-operative advertising on a national basis has 
been increased by $9,300. Spending on this item would be at 
the rate of $6.50 per ton of Vine Fruits sold through Distributors 
servicing the retail trade. 

5. Manufacturer Co~operation: An amount of $10,000 has been 
allocated to provide support to Manufacturers for special 
promotions of fruited products. It has always proved adequate to 
cover claims for this purpose. The allocation for this purpose 
should remain the same as in the· 1973-1974 budget but more 
effort will be made to induce Manufacturers to carry out special 
promotions of their fruited products, to which a contribUtion 
would be made available from this allocation. 

6. Media Advertising: For the last three years media 
advertiSing has bE!en concentrated on the use of full color pages 
in national women's magazines in conjunction with 
Manufacturers of products containing Dried Vine Fruits, on a 
participation basis. Participation advertising with Manufacturers 
has proved an economic and useful-means of advertising Dried 
Fruits nationally, but like all good things, this form of advertising 
has been taken up by other types of ingredient products with the 
result that the field has now become overcrowded. Experience 
during 1973 has shown that manufacturers were less interested 
in this participation and even fewer starters would be anticipated 
if the programme was consiPered for 1974. 

It was at this stage that the Board commissioned the Market 
Survey reported earlier, so that the results could be used in the 
planning of any media advertising that would be programmed in 
1974. In view of the subsequent deterioration in the Vine Fruit 
crop it was decided that media advertising would be 
discontinued during 1974 and that the information obtained from 
the survey could be used in point-of-sale campaigns during the 
year, and for media ,advertising programmes when they are 
resumed. 

It is thought also that a reasonable level of trade magazine 
advertising and charitable institutional advertising should be 
maintained. Th~re is also a commitment to Tip Top Bakeries for 
a joint promotion of Fruit Loaves to take place on radio in July. 
This will be confined to South Australia this year and the 
participation cost is not expected to exceed $2,000. 

A total of $23,000 has been allocated under media advertising, 
and after allowing for the items mentioned above. including the 
Market Survey, a contingency amount of approximately $10,000 
remains in case circumstances later in the Season call for some 
further expenditure. The alLocation for media advertising 
represents a cut of $67,000 on the 1973-1974 budget. 

7. Point-of-Sale Material: As indicated when discussing field 
merchandising activities the usage. of point-of-sale material is 
likely to be reducedJn 1974 for two reasons. The first being the 
policy of chain stores which prefer to use their own point-of-sale 
material at gondola ends, irrespective of the goods that are 
displayed, which means using less of suppliers' material. The 
second is that the type of displays merchandisers are permitted 
to build are smaller and will not require the same size of header 
cards as in the past. Both of these considerations should amount 
to a reduction in the quantity of material required, and although 
costs of this have risen substantially in the last year, it is 
expected that the reduction of approximately $3,000 in the 
bu~get will be achieved. 

8. Educational: It is propoSed that the Social Studies magazine 
will be used again to provide information of the Dried Fruits 
Industry to school children. 
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It is also proposed that the project material which has been 
used for the past two years will be rewritten and contain larger 
and more explanatory sections for Tree Fruits and Prunes. 

Allowance iS made for continued distribution of the children's 
cookbook "Kitchen Fun for Everyone" and the more advanced 
Rigby cookbook. 

Under this heading allOwance is made fo'r the further 
distribution of the Industry tourist brochure "The River of Life." 

As certain costs allowed for in last year's allocation are 
non-recurring, a saving of $2,000 has been mi:tde in the 
allocation for 1974-1975. · 

9. Home Economist/Public Relations Section: The allocation 
for this section was increased last year to provide for the 
employment of a Public Relations Officer. The additio_nal amount 
allowed was for salary and travelling expenses. The only items of 
expenditure in this section for whch increased costs have been 
allowed are in respect of salaries to the Home Economist, the 
Public Relations Officer and the Home Economist's clerical 
assistant. On the other hand savings have been made in 
travelling expE!ns8s and sundry other items resulting in a total 
~g~~~t~~4<.~quired to be almost exactly the same as for 

Due to the importance attached to Public Relations in the 
planning of Industry promotion, the Department is being 
restructured so that the outstanding ability that the Home 
Economist has shown in the field of public relations can be used 
to full advantage. It is planned that the person selected to 
replace the Public Relations Officer will be principally a Home 
Economist with some appreciation of public relations. The duties 
of this Home Economist will be to take over most of the recipe 
development, recipe leaflet production, food photography and 
attention to mailed requests for recipes that presently occupy so 
much time of the present Home Economist. This will allow Miss 
Chambers to concentrate almost solely on public relations in 
which she will extend her activities to all States, including an 
initial visit to Western Australia. To avoid confusion between two 
Home Economists, and to give Miss Chambers some added 
authority in her approaches ·to media on the public relations side, 
it is proposed that in future she will be known as the Executive 
Home Economist. 

10. Other Allocations: Allocations made for the administration 
of promotion and local advertising in Western Australia is 
unchanged. 

The allowance for Board Members' trade visits is also 
unchangtid. 

An Unallocated Reserve of $27,179 has been set up to be 
used at the discretion of the Board on any special projects in 
which it may be considered to be of advantage to the Industry to 
take part, and which opportunities cannot be foreseen at the 
time_of budgeting. An odd figure. has been used in this allocation 
in order to round off the budget total to an even figure. 

One aspect of promotion costs which will receive particular 
attention in 1974 is the cost of transportatior of point-of-sale 
material between Head Office and other capit81 cities, and also 
postage costs applyihg to the despatch of such items as project 
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material, cookbooks and recipe leaflets. With increasing postal 
charges, some modification will. be necessary to the "free 
distribution" policy that has applied to much of this material in 
the past. It is expected that significant economies can be 
effected in this area. 

Based on a conservative sales figure of 21,000 tons the 
promotion budget of $320,000 would equal $15.24 per ton. 
Taking a sales value based on the present price of 4 Crown 
Sultanas, the value of sales is estimated at $13.5 m. As a 
percentage of a budget of $320,000 this represents 2.37 p.c. 
which, on today's standards, is a very low percentage. 

Prunes Budget 
The promotional budget for Prunes has been drafted within 

guidelines set -by the Prunes Committee after considerable 
debate on proposals submitted by the Marketing Manager. 

A resolution was made that co-operative· advertising 
allocations and the arranging of promotions should be handed 
over to any Selling Agents who wished to handle his own brand 
promotions. Allocations were set originally at $25.00 per ton of 
sales. This was later reduced to $15.00 per ton of sales, when 
the adverse crop situation became apparent. 

The Board of Management could not accept a policy under 
which the control of spending Association funds would be lost. It 
was decided that co-operative advertising arrangements. would 
remain under the control of The AD.F.A promotional staff. 
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Accor.dingly, the Promotion Budget provides for- expenditure 
of $81,000, which is $5,000 less than provided in 1973-1974. 
Allocatioris to its various components are based on this plan:-

(a) No media advertising will be undertaken in 1974-1975. 

(b) Co-operative advertising spending is based on having 
Commonwealth sales of 2,200 tons at $15.00 per ton. 

(c) Provision is made for two or three point-of-sale material 
changes according to requirements as the Season 
progresses. 

(d) Prunes will receive greater emphasis in educational material 
and recipe booklets produced in 1974. 

Tree Fruits Promotion 
The Tree Fruits Committe's consider that because of the low 

tonnages of fruit available for the Commonwealth market, no 
promotion will take place during 1974. The only promotional 
costs to Tree Fruits will be those incurred in the course of 
opera~ing the merchandising service rnade up of: 

$2,000 towards merchandising expenses 
1 ,800 towards educational material 
1 975 towards Home Economist and Public Relations services. 

$5,775 

F. H. GILL, 
Chairman. 
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~sunraysia House," 24 Jeffcott Street, Melbourne, 3003. (Box No. 4524). 
Telephone:.30-3019 · 

Telegraphic address: "Adfasson, Melbourne''. 

Marketing Manager 
Mr. L. P. Griffith 
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