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Editorial 

In discussions in Parliament and by Treasury officials on possible budget measures there is reference 
from time to time of a value-added tax. This is a refinemerit of the present sales tax; which is assessed on 
the wholesale price, to a tax on the full retail price. There are certain administrative differences and tax is 
payable in steps but, basically, it means that the consumer will pay the full tax on the full retail price. 

The Asprey Report came out in favour of the value-added tax, part of its recommendations reading: 

• the weight of taxation should be shifted towards the taxation of goods and services and away from the 
taxation of income~ 

• the existing wholesale tax should be abolished; 

o value-added tax (VAT) should be introduced at a uniform rate and be as broadly based as possible; 

• concurrently, the present excise tax should be restructured to become tax~d on motor transoort, 
drinking and smoking, designed for efficiency purposes. 

The value-added tax, in my opinion, would increase the present rate of inflation and would do 
nothing to assist industries faced with ever-rising costs of production. 

Another tax which is equally inflationary, but which has received little comment, is the excise (tax) 
on motor spirit. 

Transportiltion is an essential service to all industries with goods being tr~msported between various 
stages of manufacture and sales. At each stage of transport fuel is used and tax incurred, it has the same 
effect as a value-added tax. The greater the number of steps in the production/sales chain, or the greater 
the distance goods have to be transported to market, the greater is the fuel consumed and the tax paid. 
The higher the rate of tax the greater is the cost paid by the consumer or the lesser is the net return to 
producer or manufacturer. Fuel excise is an aU embracing tax, nobody escapes. 

The costs are, of course, greater for country people who must meet transport charges on both their 
inputs and production. The full impost became only too evident with the disappearance of the Petroleum . 
Products Freight Equalisation Subsidy in August, 1974. That, according to Coombs' Report, saved the 
government an estimated $30m. The total Australian budget for the year was $1,600 m. · 

Any future increase in fuel excise by the Au.stralian Government, or any further increase in freight 
charges by state governments, must lead to htgher costs for most other goods and services. This 
Association supports moves being made by the National Rural Advisory Committee and the Australian 
Farmers' Federation for a re-introduction of the Freight Equalisation Subsidy. 

, It would be nice, just for a change, to see some reductions in these taxes and charges as a positive 
anti-inflationary move. · 

Perhaps I ask too much? 

Frank Gill, 
Chairman. 
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Premier to open Federal Council 
The Premier of Victoria, the Han. R. J. 

Hamer, E.D., M.P .. will officially open 
~ral Council 1975, on Wednesday, 9th 
July. 

This will be the first time a State Premier 
has visited Federal Council. However, it is 
not Mr Hamer's first association with the 
Dried Fruits Industry. Since coming to 
Office in AuQust 1972, he has conferred 
with the Chairman and Executive on 
several occasions to discuss Industry 
problems, and haS visited Mildura and 
other producing areas. 

Victoria is by far the most important of 
the Dried Fruits .producing States with 
annual production valued in exceS;s of $26 
million. In ·season 1974, the Value of 
Australia's total Dried Fruits production 
was $38.6 million. 

In addition to the opening address by the 
Premier, delegates will also be addressed 
by Mr A E. Spiller, Chairman, Australian 
Dried Fruits Control Board, on E_xport 
Marketing and by Mr M. W. D. Firth who· will 
present' The AD.F.A Salinity Committee 
report. 

Federal Cou neil 1975 is being held at the 
Victoria Hotel. Melbourne. 

The Premier of Victoria, 
the Hon. R. J. Hamer, 

E.D., M.P. 

DECLINE IN EXPORT PRICES 
Sultanas weaken 

Although world stocks of Sultanas are 
not in great over-supply, chaotic marketing 
policieS by foreign producers have forced 
Australia to severely re.duce priCes. 

Triggered by a discount proposal by the 
U.S.A in December, Greece and Turkey 
qu'ickly countered with price reduction. As 
a result; ·Australia was forced to set its 
opening prices for Sultanas per tonne at, 
United Kingdom down $103, Continent 
down $86 Canada East and West by $99 
and $91 respectively, Japan down $85 and 
Other markets down $35. 

Within weeks of the annual conference 
of Sultana Producing Countries, and 
without waiting to see if some stability 
could be achieved, Greece and Turkey 
again reduced prices, and Australia again 
had to follow with reductions of $80 per 
tonne in the United Kingdom and 
Continent and from $35 to $50 in Canada. 

Australian sales prior to the ·last price. 
dropwere:-

United Kingdom , ............ 2,430 tonnes 
Continent ................... 2,240 tonnes 

and have since increased to:-

United Kingdom ............. 8,250 tonnes 
Continent . . . . . . ..... 5,950 tonnes 
Canada.............. . .1 ,827 tonnes 
(including 608 tonnes from the Season 
1974 carry-over.) 
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PEACHES AND PEARS 

High overseas production and a I ack of 
interest by buyers has forced Australian 
export prices down by Peaches 37c lb. and 
Pears 38c lb. for all grades except Plains. 
Reduction for this grade was 28c lb. 

AUSTRALIAN PEAR PRICES 

Australian price of Pears has also had to 
be reduced by 15c lb. in order to stimulate 
sales. AD.F.A production of Dried Pears is 
199 tonnes. with a further 82 tonnes 
believed to be in non-Association hands, 
plus prodt,Jction of anything from 120-200 
tonnes of dehydrated Pears from the 
Goulburn Valley area. 

Australia's annual consumption of Dried 
Pears is usually less than 100 tonnes 
overall. 

A.D.F.A. Budgets 
The A.D.F.A. Administration budget. 

approved by the Board of Management for 
submission to Federal Council 1975, totals 
$168,581. This is some $1,400 less than 
1974/1975 expenditure which was inflated 
by costs in excess of $24,000 relating to 
the Industries Assistance Commission 
Enquiry into the Industry. 

Federal Council will also be asked to 
approve Promotion budgets of:-

Vines .... . 
Prunes ... . 
Tree Fruits .... 

.. $450.000 
..... $54.000 

. . . $6.467 

Mildura Promotion 
Centre 
Industry complex loses favour 

The Board of Management 
Sub-Committee appointed to evaluate the 
proposal for a new Industry Promotion 
Centre at Mildura has given a firm "tflumbs 
down" to the project. The capital costs of 
the project would have been in excess of 
$250,000. 

The Committee was charged by Federal 
Council 1974 to:-

• ascertain the availability of Government 
assistance for establishment costs. 
• estimate the net annual operating costs, 
and 
• assess the likely impact on sales. 

The deciding factors against the 
proposal were lack of Government 
assistance and an estimate of operating 
costs of some $64,500 annually and rising. 
The Committee agreed that any attempt to 
evaluate follow-on sales resulting from a 
visit to the complex wo.uld "amount to wild 
speculation". 

Alternative proposal 

An alternative recommendation. 
submitted by a sub-committee of the Board 
of Management and Sunraysia District 
Council A.D.F.A., has received Board 
approval as an acceptable alternative to 
the original proposal. This provides for the 
present Dried Fruits Centre in Mildura to 
be modernised, taken over by the Board of 
Management and placed under Head 
Office management. 

The final decision will rest with Federal 
Council 1975 . 
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Board of Management report to Federal 
Council - 1975 

in a press statement earlier this year I said that the industry was standing at the 
crossroads. I wish that I could now tell you that we have passed the crisis point and that 
the way ahead was clearly sign-posted and free of uncertainty. Unfortunately, this is not so. 

The repqrt of the Industries Assistance Commission will not be presented until later 
this year. This, Enquiry has been costly and comprehensive and there is, as yet, no 
indication as to its final recommendations. 

One thing is certain. A cure for the main problem facing the Industry is outside the 
scope of the I.A.C. The sharply increasing costs of production, particularly labour costs, 
which have been faced by this and other primary industries over the past twelve months 
and which, undoubtedly, will again be faced in the next year, is a National problem, not an 
Industry problem, and requires concentrated effort at National level. 

The problem has been caused, at least in part, by a system which has 
deliberately tolerated, and at times encouraged, an inflationary trend as 
a means of increasing taxation revenue to meet ever-increasing 
Government expenditure. 

The other major· problem faced by the Industry this year is the very 
definite threat to Industry stability by the increased activities in the 
handlings of Dried Vine Fruits by a non-Association Pacl<er. If the 
Industry is to continue in its basic philosophy of equity between 
growers the continuing loyalty of all growers is essential. Unfortunately, 
in a few instances, this is not being given. 

I believe the Industry will face its real test within the next 12-18 
months. I hope I can come to you next year and report that we are well 
on our way to solving our major problems. 

PRODUCTION 

Despite good harvest, weather production of all varieties, except Pears, was agaln 
well below average. Apricots recorded one of its lowest fresh fruit crops in the history of 
the Australian Industry, and Dried Fruits availability was affected by competition for fruit 
by .both canners and juice manufacturers. 

Production of grade fruit for Season 1975, compared with the three previous seasons, 
show:- ' 

Currants .. 
Sultanas .. 
Natural Sultanas .. . ... " " . 
Raisins .. 
Apricots. """"""" ......... 
Peaches ....... 
Pears 
Prunes 
(Processed weight) """"""" 

*Estimates only. 

Production costs for Dried Vine Fruits for 
Season 1975 have not yet been released 
by B.A.E., but these must show a 
substantial increase over the Season 1974 
assessed cost of $322.83 per ton. A.D.F.A 
estimates suggest a cost of not less than 
$376 per tonne, of whi.ch some $260-$300 
per tonne is actual out-of-pocket expenses 
before allowing for any return to grower for 
own, and family, labour and interest. 

Tree Fruits and Prunes production coSts 
also showed sharp increases for the 
season. 
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Tonnes 

1972 1973 1974 1975* 

7,413 5,185 3,460 6,000 
92,367 42,944 50,138* 56,048 

113 1,071 149* 307 
6,154 5,329 2.623 3,636 
1,807 2,030 1,270 704 

329 226 1.26 154 
202 220 100 199 

3,059 2,865 2,592 2,500 

Distillery fruit 

Because of the introduction of summer 
pruning the Department of Police and 
Customs is of the opinion that the 
definition of grapes permitted for 
wine-making (RegUlation 83A) and 
reading:-

" Fresh grapes mean grapes cut from the 
vines and forthwith removed to a winery 
and crushed without being subjected to 
any drying process whether natural or 
artificial", 

is not specific enough and a joint meetin9 
with the Australian Wine Board, Federal· 
Wine and Brandy Producers' Council, 
Australian Dried Fruits Control Board and 
AD.F.A., was held on Thursday, 17th 
October, 1974, in .Melbourne to prepare a 
more appropriate definition. 

Opportunity was taken by the Board 
Chairman at the- same m~eting to raise 
the pos.sibility of dispens(ng with 
Regulation 85(1) and s_o permit 
sub-standard grapes to be accepted by 
wineries without restriction. 

An official ruling has yet to be advised, 
but is believed to be in the Industry's 
favour. 

Intake of drying variety grapes to 
wineries for Season 1974, and compared 
with Season 1973, was:-

Currants- tonnes· .... . 
Sultanas- tonnes .... . 
Gordo- tonnes ...... . 
Walthams- tonnes ... . 

1973 

847 
38,480 
40,641 

3,100 

1974 

413 
51,489 
41,263 

4,249 

83,068 97,414 

Figures for 1975 are not yet available. 

PROCESSING 

With good harvest weather little difficulty 
was experienced in processing this 
season's pack - the main worry of all 
Packers was to get sufficient fruit. 

Centralising of packing has further 
progressed in South Australia and now 
only Angaston, Renmark and Waikerie are 
continuing to pack their own fruit. All other 
fruit is being centrally packed at Berri for 
Tree Fruits, and Barmera'for Vine Fruits. 

Major rationalisation of packing also 
occurred in Victoria with the amalgamation 
of Mildura Co-op. Fruit Co. Ltd. and Red 
Cliffs Co-op, Packing Co. Ltd. 

Packers, like everyone else in Australia. 
are faced with increasing labour and 
material -costs and increases in packing 
charges must follow. 
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Rail freights, a cost included in Packers' 
pool "accounts, increased by 15 per cent 
during the year. The Chairman met with 
the Victorian Premier early in May to 
request a holding of freight costs as a 
means of assistance to the Industry. 

"Washed" description on packages and 
packets 

A request that the word "washed" be on 
all containers and packages of Dried Vine 
Fruits was passed to Packers and Packers' 
Association for implementation. 

Tree Fruit grades 

New gradings for Dried Tree Fruits were 
introduced on a trial basis as from 1-1-1975 
and, if successful, will be adopted by the 
Commonwealth and States and included in 
the respective Acts for 1916. The new 
gradings allow for a greater tolerance for 
markings and defects. 

The new gradings· and the nearest old 
equivalent are:-

New Nearest old 
Equivalent 

Fancy Jumbo.... No equivalent 
Fancy extra Choice Extra 

Large . . . . . . . . . . . . Large 
Fancy Large , ....... Choice Large 
Choice Extra Standard Extra 

Large . . . . . . . . . . . . Large 
Choice Large ....... Standard Large 
Choice Medium .... Standard Medium 
Slab ............... Slab 
Plain ............... Plain 

The South Australian Dried Fruits· Board 
will continue its policy of annually 
examining the need to list specifications 
for "Marked" to permit sales within 
Australia. 

Manufacturing grade fruit 

The Board was requested to examine 
and has re-affirm~d its policy that M.F. "B" 
quality Dried Vine Fruits be released only 
for manufacturing purposes where the fruit· 
IS de-natured and loses its identity. 

Fruit purchases 

The ·Board was asked for comment on 
the authority of Packers to purchase Dried 
Fruit, and was provided with a detailed 
statement from Mr K. F. Neand·er, 
Secretary, Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 

The position, in general, is that in New 
South Wales there appeared to be no 
restriction on growers selling direct to 
Packers, in South Australia and Western 
Australia the same would apply providing 
the Packer was also· registered as a Dealer. 
No A.D.F.A. Packer has Dealer 
registration, Crowe & Newc;:ombe Ltd. 
and Angas Park have. The Victorian Act 
implied that a Packer must render an 
account-sale showing charges against the 
fruit. This suggested that the Packer could 
only act as Age·nt. 

A.D.F.A. Rules, which prohibit A.D.F.A. 
Packers from pu rchClsing fruit direct· from 
growers, are not affected by the above 
opinion, and the Board believes that the 
Rule should remain as a protection to 
growers. 
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Packt r registrations 
As reported last year, the purchase and 

closure of T.N. Ellis Pty. Ltd. has been 
completed. Final costs are listed in the 
Finance Report. 

S.P.C. Ltd., Shepparton, Victoria, did not 
proceed with its application as a Prunes 
Packer and the application has now lapsed. 
It is belived that the company's· 
dehydration plant has been sold. 

Riverina Packing Company has not 
processed Prunes since Season 1973. The 
status of its New South Wales packing 
licence is not known. 

A request by Simarloo Pty. Ltd. for 
Packer registration was rejected by the 
S.A. Dried Fruits Board as adequate· 
packing facilities already exist in South 
Australia. The fruit is now being packed 
through A.D.F.A. channels. The 
management of Simarloo had previously 
conferred with the Chairman and General 
Secretary-Manager on the possibility of 
A.D.F.A. membership. 

The following Packing Companies are no 
longer registered by the S.A. Dried Fruits 
Board and cancellation of A.D.F.A. Packer 
registrations is listed as a separate Agenda 
item:-

Ramco Co-operative Limited. 
Stanley Dried Fruits Association Ltd. 

Consultative Committee 
The Chairman ·and General 

Secretary-Manager attended a meeting_ of 
the State Dried Fruits Boards' Consultat1ve 
Committee in Melbourne on May 9th. The 
State Boards have agreed to seek 
uniformity of Acts and Regulations at the 
same time as the amendments made 
necessary by metrification are before the 
respective Parliaments. 

Metrification 
An agreement has been reached on 

metric sizes, the main problem being that 
of riddle sizeS. In this case a compromise 
has been reached by listing a direct 
conversion of present sizes and including-a 
standard metric size for renewals. Variation 
between the old and new sizes will be less 
than 1 mm for Vine Fruits and a maximum 
of 5 mm for Extra Large Tree Fruits. 

Messrs. R. G. Horsburgh and R. W. Tiller 
represented The A.D.F.A. at a mE!eting 
called by the Metric Conversion Board to 
finalise amended specifications. The main 
burden of preparing drafts of the numerous 
amendments was carried out by Mr S. 
Wise, Secretary, N.S.W. Dried Fruits 
Board. 

Dehydrated Pears 
The two private operators in Shepparton 

have sold their dehydration plant to Blue 
Moon Company which is now the sole 
processor of dehydrated Pears of this type. 

Production has increased from 18 tonnes 
in 1971 to 71 tonnes in 1974 and a 
possible out-turn this year of up to 200 
tonnes. 

PRICES 
Following detailed consideration of cost 

increases by growers over the past year; 
and the likely further increases in 1975, all 
prices were increased over Season 1974: 

Vine Fruits 

Australia: Opening prices were 
increased over Season 1974 by:-

Currants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7.5c per lb. 
Sultanas .... , . . . . . . . . . . 7 .Oc per lb. 
Seeded RaiSiflS . . . . 10.0c per ib. 

Because of limitations imposed by the 
Trade Practices Act prices were issued for 
bulk fruit onlY. with Agents issuing their 
own prices for packeted fruit. 

Export: There has been a general 
decline in export prices, the actual final 
amount of decreases being uncertain at 
the time of writing. 

Export rebate: In view of the increased 
Australian prices the Season 1975 export 
rebates were increased from 3c to 7c per 
lb. on all varieties. The rebate to again 
include Mixed Fruits. 

Tree Fruits 

Australia: Opening prices were 
increased over Season 1974 closing prices 
by:-

Apricots: 30c per lb./all grades. 
Peaches: 35c per lb./all grades, except 

Slabs and Plain; 1 Oc per lb./Slabs and 
Plain. 

Pears: 30c per lb./all grades, except 
Slabs and Plain. 10c per lb./Slabs and 
Plain. · 

Because of high Australian production 
and competition from non-Association 
dried and dehydrated p:ears it was 
necessary in June to reduce the above 
prices of Pears by 15c lb. 

Further increases of 4 cents per lb. were 
taken on Apricots as from 1-3-1975 and of 
3 cents per lb. on Peaches as from 
1-4-1975. 

Marked Apricots were set at 3 cents per 
lb. below "Choice". 

Export: Prices for -all markets were set 
at-

Apricots: 5c lb. above Australian parity 
on Australian 1-3-1975 prices. Export 
restricted to "Choice Large" and better. 

Peaches: Sc lb. above Australian parity 
on 1-4-1975 prices. 

Pears: At 1975 Australian parity. 

Subsequently it was found that the 
Australian Pack was larger than anticipated 
and that exports have to compete with a 
high level of production from other 
producing countries. No sales were 
effected at the opening prices and, 
consequently, it was necessary to reduce. 

Peaches: 38c.lb. all grades, except Plain 
and Slabs. 

Pears: 37c lb. all grades, except Plain 
and Slabs. 

Prunes: Australian Season 197 4 prices 
were increased by a further 10 per cent in 
December and Season 1975 opening 
prices were set at 10 per cent above·these 
rates. 

Export prices were also increased by 10 
per cent over Season 197 4. 

Califor'nian Prunes are being currently 
sold in Australia in packets (both pitted and 
unpitted) and in 7 lb. cans at prices slightly 
below A. D. F.A. 
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Agents have advised that Californian Table B 
Prunes can be landed and re-processed in 
Australia and sold below A.D.F.A prices at 
a reasonable profit. Markets Sultanas 

Tonnes 
Currants Raisins 

MARKETING 
Dried Vine Fruits 

In my last report I commented on the 
difficulty faced by the Australian Dried 
Fruits Contr.ol Board in holding export 
markets with fluctuating -seasonal 
tonnages. It was noted that the shortage of 
Currants and Raisins over recent years had 
resulted in some overseas buyers 
transferring their total orders, including 
Sultanas, to other sources. As assistance 
to the Control Board the following policy 
has now been adopted: 

• if production of Currants or Raisins is 
below 3,000 tonnes, there will be an 
export allocation of

1 
10 per cent of total 

production. · 

• if production exceeds 3,000 tonnes, 
there will be a minimum allocation of 10 
per cent of total production, plus additional 
tonnages as mutually arranged. 

It has been requested that when 
production is below 3,000 tonnes prices be 
set above, or at least close to; Australian 
parity. 

Australia ................................ . 

Export Allocations 

Canada ................................. . 
New Zealand ........................... . 
Japan .................................. . 
Other Markets .......................... . 
Europe (including U.K.) ................... . 
~nallocated .............................. . 

TOTAL ESTIMATED PRODUCTION 

*Includes 1974 carry-over. 

TableC 

1971 ..................... . 
1972 ..................... . 
1973 .................... .. 
1974 ..................... . 

Currants 

4,063 
3,995 
4,058 
3.451 

15,000 

10,000 
4,500 
3,000 
2,000 

19,500 
2,048 

56,048 

Sultanas 

Tonnes 

. 4,000 

900 
700 

400 

6,000 

Raisins 

12,968 
15,344 (a) 
15,040 (a) 
15,930 (a) 

3,070 
3,415 
3,237 
2,535 

(a) Includes Naturals: 1972, 111 tonnes; 1973, 75 tonnes; 1974, 50 tonnes. 

Tonnes 

3,200• 

150 
350 
100 

3,800 

Total 

20.101 
22,754 
22,335 
21,916 

Based on estimates as quoted under 
Production the following initial export 
allocations for 1975 have been set by the Table 

0 Control Board:-

See Table.B. 

Australian. sales. According to A.D.F.A. 
final adjustments Australian sales for the 
past four years were:-

See Table C. 

These figures refer to saJe·s from a 
season's pack and do not relate to the 
March-February sales quoted in the 
Marketing Report. 

Dried Tree Fruits 

Apricots: The problem again this year 
was lack of fruit and again it was necessary 
to quota all markets. The Australian market 
can _ab_sorb some 1 .2oq tonnes annually, 
but Jt IS some years smce this quantity 
could be made available. Sales of grade 
fruit for the years 1972-1974 were, and 
3.llocations for Season 1975 are:-

3ee Table D. 

Because of lack of fruit availability 
mports of Turkish fruit have increased, 
oome 178 tonnes having been imported 
rom July 1974. to March 1975. 

Peaches and Pears, again were given open 
ruotas with Agents free to sell at best. 
lome sales seem to have been lost to 
ehydrated Pears in Queensland. 

runes 

While ti).ere appears to be adequate 
vailability for Packers' sales there is a 
eavy imbalance between Agents. No 
1rther imports will be permitted without 
)ecific Board authority. 

Sales: A.D.F.A. final adjustment figures 
r D'Agens for Seasons 1972-1974 show:-

ee Table E. 
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Season 1972 
Season 1973 
Season 1974 
Season 1975 

TableE 

.................. 

....................... 

...................... 

............................ 

Season 1972 ........................... . 
Season· 1973 ..... · ....................... . 
Season 1974 ............................ . 
Season 1975 ........................... . 

Australian 
Tonnes 

800 
1,071 

699 
563 

Australian 
Tonnes 

2,324* 
2,359* 
2,321* 
N/A 

*Australian sales supplemented by sales of imported fruit.. 

OBITUARY 

Exort 
Tonnes 

1.007 
959 
571 
141 

Export 
Tonnes 

561 
390 
210 
N/A 

Total 
Tonnes 

1,807 
2,030 
1,270 

704 

Total 
Tonnes 

2,885 
2;749 
2,531 
2,500 

It is with regret that we advise of the death of Mr Jack Wilson at Mildura on 
28th May, 1975, aged 72 years. Mr Wilson was well-known to industry members as 
Secretary of Sunraysia District Council ADFA and the ADFA's Production 
Problems, Salinity and Viticultural Nursery Committees. 

He was equally well-known among the bowling community and had Jaken a 
leading administrative part in organising the annual Sunraysia competition. 

We extend our sincere sympathy to Mrs Wilson. 
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General 
Imports of Apricots have increased 

cons1derab!y over the past year and it is 
known that additional tonnages are on 
order. 

Prune imports also continue and, while in 
previous year this was going only to 
A.D.F.A. processors, non-Association 
processors and distributors are now 
importing. 

Imports for the 9 months, July 1974 to 
March 1975.:-

Apricots 

Victoria 
Queensland .... 
South Australia .. 
Western Australia. 

Vine Fruits 

Victoria. 
Value ........ . 
Duty paid .... . 

Prunes 
All StateS- mainly 

New South Wales 
Value. 

Dates: 

All States. 

Quantity 
Kg. 

59.236 
83.375 
32.865 

2.734 

178.110 

.... 17.011K9. 
...... $11.984 

. ............. 1.361 

. 387.900 Kg. 
... $233.500 

. . . . . 2,470. 7 tonnes 

Imports for the same period in 1973/1974 
were:-

Apricots. 
Vine Fruits 
Dates 
Prunes . : 

. ... 10.3 tonnes 
...... 5 Kg. 

~. 3,041.2 tonnes 
. Not available 

Import tariffs on Dried Fruits from 
non-preference countries are:-

Dried Vine Fruits: 
Be per Kg. + 7 per cent primage on 

F.O.B. values. 

Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes: 
9c per Kg. + 7 per cent primage on· 

F.O.B. values. 

The possibility of obtaining increased 
tariff _is remote as it is first necessary to 
prove hardship caused by imports: The 
main worry will be to have the present 
rates retained. 

The Australian Department has adopted 
a policy of granting duty free By-Law 
admission on the tonnage difference 
between Australian requirements and 
Australian productiori. 

MERCHANTS 

Trade Practices Act 

As soOn as details of the Act were made 
final the Association made applicatiorl for 
exemption from Section 45, 47 ·and 48 to 
permit a continuance of The A.D.F.A. 
equalisation policy and Terms and 
Conditions of Sale. 

TV.:o submissions were presented and 
the General Secretary-Manager was called 
to Canberra to appear before officers of 
the Attorney-Genera·l·s Department. 
Because the trading control exerCised by 
The A D.F.A. extended beyond that of 
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other· primary industries The A.D.F.A. was 
used as a test case. 

The application was not entirely 
succes~ful, it being: 

. • Aproved in respect to Section 45. 
e Not approved in respect to Sections 47 
and 48. 

The exemption Regulation reads:-

9(1) In this Regulation, "Association" 
means The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association. 

9(2} Section 45 of the Act shall not 
apply to or in relation to the conduct 
engaged in by the Association in making 
arrangements with producers of Dried 
Fruits in i'elation to the participation of 
those producers in a scheme of 
equalisation of returns to those 
produ.cers and in administering and 
giving effect .to that scheme. 

9(3} Section 45 of the Act shall not 
apply to or in relation to the conduct 
engaged in by· the Association 'in 
declaring from time to time the prices at 
which, and the terms and conditions 
(other than a term or condition to the 
effect that Dried Fruits may not be 
supplied to a ,person who is not 
approved by the Association) upon 
which, Dried Fruit is to be supplied by 
producers of Dried Fruits. 

9(4) Section 45 of the Act shall not 
apply to or in relation to the conduct 
engaged in by the Association in 
dedaring from time to time the terms 
and conditions upon which persons 
·employed as Selling Agents of· 
producers of Dried Fruit shall be so 
employed. 

The exemption from Section 45 of the 
Act will allow The A.D.F.A. to: 
• continue with the operation of its 
equalisation scheme. 
• set prices and terms and conditions of 
sale to be observed by Agents. 
• determine quotas for Australian sales of 
Dried Vine Fruits and Australian and export 
sales of Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes. 

·The Association will no longer be 
permitted to:-

(a) set sell-an prices to be observed by 
Distributors, 

(b) require Distributors and Manuf_acturers 
from handling non-Association fruit, 

(c) require Agents to sell only to 
Distributors and Manufacturers 
approved by The A.D.F.A. 

The effect of (a). (b) and (c) is that a 
closed distribution system under A.O.F.A. 
control, other than at Agent level, no 
longer exists. 

Accordingly, all A.D.F.A. Terms and 
Conditions of Sale relating to Distributors 
and Manufacturers have had to be 
cancelled. 

Distribution policy 

Because of the. effect of the Trade 
Practices Act a scheme formulated by the 

Board Chairman to stimulate market 
involvement had to be abandoned. 

As the decision of the Attorney-General 
was not proscribed until early May, the 
Board has not yet had time to thoroughly 
examine new distribution policy. 

Merchants' ASsociations 

Two meetings were held with members 
of The Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' 
Association during the year. Due to the 
Trade Practices Act the future of this 
Association is in doubt. 

Trade visits 

Visits were made to wholesalers and 
major retailers in Queensland -
particularly in an effort to stimulate sales of 
A.D.F.A. Dried Pears .. _ .. and in Western 
Australia. More visits are scheduled for this 
year. 

INDUSTRY ECONOMY 

The main focus of attention has been the 
Industries Assistance Commission Enquiry 
into the Dried Vine Fruits Industry and, 
later in the year, the movement of Angus 
Park into Victoria and New South Wales to 
obtain supplies of fruit. The Dried Vine 
Fruits Enquiry is referred to later. 

Submissions were also made to the 
I.A.C. in respect to Financing of Rural 
Research, and Rural Promotion . 

Restriction of plantings 
In the course of preparation of the 

Industries Assistance Commission 
submission, and after consultation with the 
wine industry, the Board made a detailed 
review of plantings, production, possible 
winery diversions and estimated market 
requirements, at near or aboVe 
cost-of-production prices. The final 
submission to the Commission, in respect 
to Sultanas, states:-

" It is admitted that, at present production 
levels the Sultana industry is too 
dependent on export markets. 

"There has already been some decline 
from the high prices obtained in Seasons 
1973and 1974. 

"The responsibility for over-production is 
largely that of the Australian 
Government in sponsoring plantings. 

"There is, at present, no acceptable 
alternative crops available ·to growers. 
There will, over a long period, be a 
gradual c·hange to ·wine grape 
production. but this affords 'no 
immediate prospects. There is a present 
world shortage of good quality Apricots, 
but an increase in Australian production 
beyond 3,500 tons per annum wo~ld 
probably be sufficient to effect a 
down-turn in export prices. In any case, 
the long-term future of the Australian 
Dried Tree Fruits Industry is itself in 
doubt because of sharply escalating 
costs -of-production. 

"On present sized holdings any 
alternative crop would need to give a net 
return to growers, including 
owner-operator's allowance, at least 



equal to, and preferably In excess of, 
that presently obtained from Dried Vine 
Fruits. 

"The control of plantings is still 
considered to be the most essential 
condition of any Industry restructuring. 
This will be particularly important when 
additional water becomes available in 
Victoria in 1978 from the Dartmouth 
Dam. New South Wales is believed to 
already have additional water for 
allocation from the Murrumbidgee 
sCheme." 

Angas Park Fruit Co. 

The announcement by Angas Park Fruit 
Co. that it intended to seek supplies of 
Dried Vine Fruits in Victoria and New 
South Wales brought immediate action· at 
Branch, District Council, Packer and Board 
level to make known to .growers the threat 
to orderly marketing which could occur if 
Angas Park obtained additional supplies of 
fruit and declined to observe export 
quotas. 

The Chairman publicly made an open 
invitation to Angas Park to join The 
A.D.F.A., or to. agree to observe export 
quotas. The invitation was not accepted. 

The Victorian and New South Wales 
Dried Fruit Boards, acting on matters 
unrelated to the A.D.F.A. orderly 
marketing, have since advised they would 
. take legal action to prevent fruit going to 
Packing companies not licensed bY the 
respective States·. The A.D.F.A. is not 
associated with this action and any 
comment by myself, or discussions by 
Council, would be "ultra vires". 

Simarloo Pty. ltd. 

Ownership of the company has now 
passed to the Australian Dairy Farm Group, 
a subsidiary of Hong Kong Dairies. The 
management has given an assurance that it 
will co-operate with The A.D.F.A. and 
membership discussions have been held. 
Simarloo fruit is, at present. being packed 
under A.D.F.A. Rules. 

P.A. Mariani - Balranald project 

During discussions between the General 
Secretary-Manager and Paul A. Mariani, 
Jnr., in Melbourne early this year, Mr 
Mariani advised that he had amended hiS 
Balranald application for water rights by 
deleting Prunes. He. said he was disturbed 
at the· heavy increases in costs which had 
occurred in Australia over the past twelve 
months and that he believed Australian 
Prunes had almost priced themselves off 
the market. If further price increases were 
taken he could envisage a situation where 
Californian Prunes could under-sell 
Australian Prunes on the Australian 
market. 

Mr Mariani has made application for 
water rights at both Balranald and the 
Swan Hill area. No decision has yet been 
made by the N.S.W. Minister on either 
aPplication. 

As the applications do not include 
plantings of drying variety Grapes or 
Prunes, and as there can be no. objection 
to increased plaintings of Apricots and 

Peaches, A.D.F.A. objections to the 
granting of water rights were restricted to 
salinity and river pollution. It was noted 
that similar land had recently been opened 
in Victoria by private diverters and these 
were experiencing severe drainage 
problems. 

Rail freights and water charges 

The Chairman and General 
Secretary-Manager, introduced by Mr M. 
Whiting, M.L.A., met with the Premier of 
Victoria, Hon. R. Hamer, on 28-5-1975 
asking that no further increases be made in 
these charges. 

In his submission the Chairman, after 
detailing the problem.s caused by rising 
production costs, said:-

"The cost items under the control of 
your Government are not numerous and, 
perhaps, only two have a great affect on 
production costS. These are water rates 
and rail freights. 

"Water rates have risen in Sunraysia 
State Rivers & Water Supply 
Commission areas by 25 percent annually 
over the past two years. In Nyah the 
increases have been 25 per cent and 34 
percent respeCtively. 

"Rail freight rates rose by some 15 per 
cent in 1974 and, I ·understand,_ further· 
increases are being considered . 

"I appreciate that your Government 
also has to meet rising labour costs and 
can justify any increases in charges. I am 
not asking for any reductio.n in the above 
rates. 

"I do ask that· you give consideration to 
containing these two costs at present 
levels." 

In his reply the Premier said:-

"You refer in particular to water rates and 
rail freights, and 1 can assure you that 
only as a last r~sort does the 

· Government approve any increases in 
these charges, since we are well aware 
of their impact on the cost of living .and 
the cost-of-production, especially in the 
primary industries. In fact, any recent 
increases have been only a 
part-recoupment for the increases in 
wages and other costs, and I can assure 
you that our policy for the future ·will be 
the same. namely, that only minimum 
increases will be made, and only as a last 
resort." 

Cost-of-production - Stabilization 

Cost-of-production schedules, as 
presented by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, show the following movement 
in costs:+ 

Season 1971 (Base year) ... $277.00 per ton 
Season 1972. . . 277.96 per ton 
Season 1973 ............... 283.38 per ton 
Season 1974. . ..... 322.83 per ton 

No contribution or Bounty was payable 
on Season 1974 fruit, or will be payable on 
Season 1975 fruit. because of minimum 
tonnage limitations. 

INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 
ENQUIRY INTO THE DRIED VINE fRUITS 

INDUSTRY 

Copies of the two A.D.F.A. submissions 
have been forwarded to Branches and 
tremendous publicity has been given by 
"Sunraysia Daily" to evidence presented at 
the Hearings. 

Acordingly, I do not believe it necessary 
to comment in detail, other than to re-state 
the requests made to the Commission as 
POssible aids to the Industry. These were:-

Production 

That there be an immediate cessation to the 
granting of water rights, or the transference 
of water allocations from other crops, for the 
large scale plantings of Sultana vines. 

That the Government encourage and 
support a closer liaison between the Wine 
and Dried Vine Fruit Industries, particularly 
in respect to the utilisation of dual-purpose 
grapes: and by-prOd,ucts from dual-purpose 
grapes. 

That .if there is a need for additional 
plantings of wine variety grapes in irrigation 
areas, Dried Vine Fruit growers be given 
priority, and assisted opportunity, to replant 
to required varieties. 

That, because of the serious threat to the 
ecology of the Murray River and its 
tributaries due to pollution and salinity, 
there be ·a deferment in the expansion of 
irrigated agriculture in these areas. 

That the need for a single s.tatutory 
authority with 

(a) authority to. carry out the present duties 
of the River Murray Commission, 

(b) additional powers to control water 
quality, salinity and pollution by urban 
and rural activities, of the River Murray 
and its tributaries, be fully supported. 

That the Government continue to support 
research into summer pruning, mechanical 
harvesting, and any other means which may 
reduce labour intensity. 

Reconstruction 

That the Australian Government 
introduce a Dried Vine Fruits 
Reconstruction Scheme and provide 
long-term low interest finance for: 

(a) farm build-up: 
(b) early retirement; 
(c) vineyard rehabilitation covering-

(i) replacing to high yi61d nematode 
resistant stocks, 
(ii) re-trellising as an aid to summer 
pruning or mechanical harvesting, 
(iii) installation of controlled irrigation 
systems, 

(iv) replanting to wine variety grapes, 
should this prove economically 
warranted, 

(d) debt reconstruction. 
In respect to farm build-up: 
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(a) The A.D.F.A. re-states its views that the 
faimily unlt (i.e. husband-wife-children 
up to the final year high school - but 
not including adult sons) is the most 
efficient unit of production, 

(b) an average_ production of 50 tons Dried 
Fruits is minimum requirement, 

(c) provision should be made for the 
writing down, without loss to the seller, 
•of unwanted· assets where a second or 
further vineyard property is acquired. 
(Such assets may include a house, 
racks, dehabilitated vines, old trellising, 
etc.). 

In respect to Early Retirement a scheme 
is envisaged which wou_ld allow a grower to 
retain his home, either on a life tenancy or 
frE>ehold basis, and to sell the balance ot 
his property. 

In respect to Vineyard Rehabilitation 
provision to be made to maintain grower 
when vineyards are out of production due 
to replaritings. 

Debt reconstruction would need to cover 
the take over and amalgamation of debts 
already owing to State, or the Australian 
Governments. 

Stabilization 
That the Australian Government sponsor 

and underwrite a disaster insurance 
sch.eme which would enable growers to 
insure to a pre-determined level of 
producti_on. 

That there be a continuance of a 
Stabilization Pla.n based on 
cost-of-production. 

That, as The A.D.F.A. equalisation 
scheme is essential to Industry stability, 
there be no further issue of Dried Vine 
Fruit packing licences. 

Marketing 
That there be no further reductiOn in the 

import tariff rate on Dried Fruits. 

That as a means of enabling quicker 
finalisation of each season's production the 
Australian Government, thro"CJgh an 
appropriate Banking Authority, make 
moneys available as at (say) 1st December 
each year to finance the value of unsold 
stocks held as at that date. 

That present A.O.F.A. Australian 
marketing and price setting procedures be 
recognised as advantageous to Australian 
consumers and that the Government 
support the Association's request for 
continued exemption from the provisions 
of the Trade Practices Act. 

OTHER INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE 
COMMISSION ENQUIRIES 

Direct submissions were made in respect 
to: 
• Financing Promotion of Rural Products. 
• Apple and Pear Industry (in respect to 

. Dried Pear production). 
• Financing of Rural Research 
(submission specific· to Dried Fruits 
Industry). · 

The Association also assisted in the 
preparation of the general submission by 
the Australian Farmers' Federation on 
Financing of Rural Research. 
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Submissions made by the A.F.F. on 
behalf of member organisations included: 
• Rural Reconstruction (The A.D.F.A. 
providing an Appendix specific to the 
Industry). 
• Superphosphate bounty. 

· • Nitrogenous fertiliser bounty. 
• Rural Income Fluctuations Certain 
Taxation Measures. 
• Inflation and Taxation. 

RESEARCH 

A detailed summary of all research 
sponsored by the Association since 1964 
was presented to the Industries Assistance 
Commission and, for record purposes, is 
presented as a separate Agenda item. 

Statutory Research Fund 
Two meetings were held during the year 

and new and continUing projects approved. 
Notice was given to terminate in 1976 the 
projects on "Rain Damage of Grapes" and 
"Quality. Improvement ~ Dried Tree 
Fruits". 

Mechanical harvesting - Tree Fruits 
Information was obtained from the Tatura 

(Vic.) Research Station of latest 
developments in Peach and Pear 
mechanical harvesting. S.A. River Council 
A.D.F.A. have been kept advised. 

Entomology conference 
The Board met with member_s attending 

the 2nd Australian Applied -Entomology 
Research Conference at Mildura on 7-11th 
April. 1975, and arranged visits to Packing 
Companies. 

Viticultural Text Book 
The Australian Wine Board has advised 

of the proposed publication of a text book 
entitled "Australian Viticulture". 
Contributions will be from State 
Departments of Agriculture and C.S.I.R.O. 

ADMINISTRATION 

This has been a year of high activity for 
both Board members and Executive staff. 
The I.A.C. Enquiries and the Trade 
Practices Act were but two of the activities 
requiring almost continuous attention over . 
many months. At the ·same time it has been 
necessary to maintain close liaison with all 
Government departments and to ensure 
that there was no lessening of grower 
liaison. 
National Rural Advisory Committee 

The appointrhent by the Australian 
Minister of Agriculture in late 1974. of a 
National Rural Advisory Committee is of 
particular importance to primary industries. 
The Committee is to advise the Minister on 
rural matters and looks like becoming the 
main liaison link between primary 
industries and the Minister. 

Mr J. Heffernan (Chairman, V.F.U.) is 
Chairman of the Committee and other 
members are Messrs H. Bryant and M. 
Davidson and Mrs Dorothy Ross, New 
South Wales; Messrs C. Cunningham and 
J. Walsh, Western Australia; John Huessler 
(Deputy Chairman), R. Sample and W. 
Truss, Queen$1and; S. Ferguson of 
Tasmania; R. Ritchie, Victoria; and Ralph 
James and Mike Shan·ahan, South 
Australia. 

The Chairman' was invited to meet the 
Council at a cockt8i/ party in Melbourne on 

Thursday, 29th August, and met with 
members during their visit to Mildura on 
3rd-4th April this year. During the Mildura 
meeting discussions included salinity of 

, the River Murray, and the place of 
Co-operatives in primary industry. The 
A.O.F.A. joined with other local industries 
in arranging air flights to enable members 
to obtain a full perspective of the district. 

Australian National Outlook Conference 
The Chairman attended this Conference 

convened by the Bureau of Agriculture 
Economics and chaired the session on the 
Dried Vine Fruits and wine industries. 

Mr J. C. Harrison presented a paper on 
the Dried Vine Fruits Industry and Mr R. 
Kidd on the wine industry. 

Federal Wine Grapegrowers' Council of 
Australia 

As reported by the General 
Secretary-Manager, two meetings were 
,held with the Cduncil since Federal 
Council last year. Further meetings will be 
held, at least, on an annual basis. 

Australian Wine Board 
.Board representatives met with the 

Executive of the Australian Wine Board in 
Melbourne in October last year. Main 
purpose was to try an ascertain future 
winery requirements of Sultana and Gordo 
grapes for wine-making. Th~ meeting was 
inconclusive in this respect, but was useful 
in establishing liaison. 

Grapegrowers' Council 
The possibility of form1ng a 

grapegrowers· council representmg all 
.sections of the Industry has been 
discussed with the Federal Wine 
Grapegrower's Council, the Australian 
Wine Board and members of the 
Australian Department of Agriculture. 

lt was generally agreed that, because of 
the ever-increasing inter-relationship of 
wine and Dried Fruits, the formation of 
such an organisation would be 
advantageous to all concerned. However, 
moves for establishment will be-essentially 
long-term. 

It was suQgested that the Australian 
Government would prefer one body to 
represent all grapegrowers. 

Department of Police & Customs 
A joint meeting of representatives of The 

A.D.F.A., the Australian Dried Fruits 
Control Board, Australian Wine Board and 
the Federal Wine and Brandy Producers· 
Council was called in Melbourne in 
October last by the Australian Departments 
of Police and Customs and Agriculture to 
re-assess the Government's position in 
respect to distillery fruit. As a result it is 
believed that there will be less difficulty in 
future in obtaining realease of 
sub-standard Dried Vine Fruits to 
distilleries. 

Australian Agricultural Council 

A state reception, hosted by the 
Victorian Minister of Agriculture, acting on 
behalf of the Premier, called to enable 
Industry leaders to meet with members of 
the Australian Agricultural Council and 
Executive officers, was attended by the 
Board Chairman. 
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Common we a It h ·prod u c e.r s' 
Organisation 

The Commonwealth Producers' 
Organisation formed in London nearly ·eo 
years ago to work on behalf of primary 
producers of the British commonwealth, 
and which was largely instrumental in 
arranging Empire Preferences, ceased 
activities as from 30th April this year. 

Its importance had been lessening for 
some years and the entry of Britain into the 
E.E.C. with complete loss of 
Commonwealth Preferences reduced its 
activities still further. 

The A.D.F.A. had been a member for 
many years. 

Australian Dried Fruits Control Board 

The Association records its appreciation 
of the many years of valuable service given 
to the Board, and to the Industry, by Mr J. 
R. Gordon, O.B.E. Mr Gordon, the first 
grower to hold the position of Chairman of 
the Control Board, retired as Chairman and 
member in February this year. 

Mr Gordon will be present at some time 
during Council and members will have the 
opportunity of expressing their personal 
good wishes. 

We record our congratulations to Mr A. 
E. Spiller, Ge.neral Manager, Robinvale 
Producers' Co-op. Ltd., who has 
succeeded Mr Gordon as Chairman. 

The Marketing member vacancy caused 
by the retirement of Mr Gordon has, by 
direction of the Australian Minister of 
Agriculture,. been taken by Mr J. C. 
Harrison. 

At the time of writing a Commercial 
member replacement to Mr J. C. Harrison 
had no! ~een appointed. 

State Dried Fruits Boards 

Mr J. McKay, O.B.E., one of the grand 
old-timers of the Dried Fruits Industry, 
retired as Chairman of the South Australian 
Dried Fruits Board early this year. The new 
Chairman, Mr 'R. H. Curren, is welt-known 
to members as a former long-term delegate 
to Federal Council and member of The 
A.D.F.A. Tree Fruits Committee and past 
grower-member of the S.A. Dried. Fruits 
Board. 

Cordial relationships continue to exist 
with members and staff of all State Dried 
Fruits Boards and ·joint meetings and 
discussions have been frequent during the 
year. 

S.A. Grape Advisory Committee 

Advice has been received that it is the 
intention of the S.A. Department of 
Agriculture to reconstitute this 
Committee with representation on a 
regional basis. Action has been taken to try 
to retain A.D.F.A. representation. 

National Disaster Action Committee 

The A.D.F.A. has taken membership, 
mainly on an exploratory basis. Main object 
of the Committee seems to be to obtain 
adequate insurance benefits and 
Government compensation for structural 
losses from national disasters. 
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Murray Valley Development League 

This League is now actively engaged in 
problems of salinity and pollution of the 
River Murray and A.D.F.A. membership of 
its Melbourne sub-branch has. been 
approved. 

Payroll tax 

An enquiry as to whether the AsSociation 
was subject to special provisions of payroll 
tax concessions for decentralised industry 
was answered in the negative as the 
concession applies to manufacturing 
industries only. 

Workers' Compensation Rates 

The Association was instrumental in 
obtaining reduced workers' compensation 
rate's for N.S.W. growers. 

Unfortunately, these reductions will be 
short-lived as the Victorian and South 
Australian industry has already rece1ved 
notice of increases of up to 200--250 per 
cent in the rates to cover new provisions 
and claims levels now operating. New 
South Wales will, no doubt, follow. 

Australian Farmers' Federation 

Two meetings of the Federation were 
held during the year. 

While it may not be the intentioh of the 
Government to by-pass the A.F.F. in rural 
discussions it seems inevitable that the 
recently-formed N.R.A.C. will take an 
increasingly important part in placing rural 
opinions before the Government, 
particularly as the two largest Graziers' 

.Associations are not members of the 
Federation. 

I also believe that recerlt moves to 
restructure the A.F.F. (reported later) will 
reduce its effectiveness to member 
organisations. For these reasons it may 
later be necessary to re-evaluate the need 
for The AD.F.A. to remain a member of 
the Association. 

Minimum membership fee of the 
Federation is based on the number of 
members in a member organisation. The 
A.D.F.A.'s present membership fee is 
$1,401, plus International Federation 
Agricultural Producers' surcharge of 10 per 
cent. At the October 1974 meeting, The 
A.D.F.A. successfully moVed to have a 
minimum membership fee' of $250. One 
membership organisation presently 
qualifies. 

At the April 1975 meeting, members 
approved on a trial basis for one year, an 
ameildment to A.F.F. Rules reducing 
general meetings to one each year and 
increasing Executive or inner Executive 
meetings. 

The A.D.F.A. unsuccessfully opposed 
the motion on the basis:-

(i) it would require the Executive to 
become a decision-making body; 

(ii) member organisations, other than 
those represented on the Executive, would 
lose contact with A~F.F.; 

(iii) the present valuable contact 
between members (probably the most 
important aspect of A.F.F. membership) 
would .be lost. 

(iv) it would be more costly (Executive 
fares and expenses are paid by 'A.F.F. 
except when an Executive meeting "is held 
on the day preCeding a general meeting. 
in which case fares are met by the 
respective organisation. At present, there 
are two General and Executive meetings 
coinciding and (usually) a further two 
Executive meetin9s. The new proposal 
calls for one General meeting and six 
Executive meetings. The A.F.F. will, 
therefore, have to meet the fares and 
expenses of five -- as opposed to the 
present two- Executive meetinas). 

Branch liaison 

Despite an increasing work load on all 
Board members Branch liai$on was 
continued at a high level and growers were 
kept informed of Industry developments. 

Branch approaches to Government 
Departments 

It was noted that some Branches were 
inaking direct approaches to Government 
departments when seeking concessions or 
assistance and then later referring the 
matter·to the Board of Management for 
action. This sometimes placecHhe Board in 
the impossible position Of having to 
approach the Government after a decision 
had already been made. 

Branches were advised that approaches 
to Governments, except on a purely local 
matter affecting the Branch district· only, 
should be forwardeP through the Board of 
Management. 

Obituaries 

It is with regret that we record the deaths· 
of:-

Mr A. F. (Dick) Trott, who died at the age 
of73onChristmas Day, 1974. 

Pror to his retirement from active 
Industry participation in 1967, Mr Trott had 
been a member of The A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management for six years. and a delegate 
to Federal Council for over 30 years. He 
was, for many years, a member of both The 
A.D.F.A. Tree Fruits and Prune,s 
Committees. 

Mr Jack Wilson at Mildura on 28th 
May, 1975, aged 72 years. Mr Wilson was 
well-known to. Industry members as 
Secretary of Sunraysia District Council, 
AO.F.A., and The A.p.F.A. ·s Production 
Problems Committee. Salinity and 
Viticultural Nursery Committees. 

On behalf of the Board of Management, 

FRANK H. GILL. 
CHAIRMAN. 

9th July. 1975. 
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Multiple layering system of Salt Creek Rootstock 
production 

THE STOOL BED METHOD 
Mr H. L WEST E. District Horticultural Adviser, Department of Agriculture, Mi/dura, Vic. 

The original project Reg. No. 117/71 was commenced by myself 
during winter. 1969, for three years on district growers' properties. 

The aim of the project was· to develop alternative methods of 
producing rooted grafted vines in one season. 

At the completion ofthe trial period. I felt that the stool bed system 
was a success. but required a further period of practical investigation 
before adoption could be recommended. 

This was undertaken by two growers with my co-operation. 

Young laterals trained in close rows prior to grafting. 

12 July. 1975 
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Description of method 

Mother vines of S.alt Creek are 
established in permanent positions and 
t-rained with a low crown. When 
well-established -· in the third or. fourth 
year- four to eight long, strong canes are 
trained during the growing season. 

The following Winter, when dormant, 
these! canes are trimmed and shortened to 
about eight feet (2.4 m) and left on the 
surface of the ground. 

In the spring, green shoots burst from 
each bud alolig the canes. When these 
shoots are twelve inches long (30 em) the 
old cane is buried irl a trench about eight 
inches (20 em) deep with the green tips 
projecting from the soil. Roots develop on 
the lower portion of the shoot and on the 
adjacent portion of the previous season's 
cane. 

These shoots are trained up to a suitable 
trelliS, and when large enough 
(November-January) the selected scion 
variety is budded or grafted on at a ·height 
of about 2 feet 6 inches(. 75 m). 

Meanwhile, another set of strong 'canes 
is trained from 'the crown of the mother 
vine to repeat the process next year. Thus, 
both the roots and the scion growth are 
developed on the shoot while it is still 
attached to the parent vine, to produce a 
strong grafted rootling in a one year 
process. 

In the follow·ing Winter the whole of the 
layered cane is lifted 'tram .the soil, and cut 
and trimmed to separate the young vine. 
From fifty to one hundred rootlings can be 
propagated from one mother vine each 
year. The young vine can be up to 1/z inch 
(1.3 em) in diameter with several feet 
(metres) of scion growth, which is cut back 
to about three buds prjor to planting. 

Advantages of the method 

1. A very high success rate 
At least a 90 per cent strike of rooting 
can be expected. 

The grafting success. depending on the 
technique used, can also be in the order 
of 80-90 per cent. The large vigorous 
shoots, still' feeding from the mother 
vine are ideal for grafting or budding. 
With experience an overall success rate 
~· roots and buds·_ should be 75 to 80 
per cent. 

2. Less work and cost to produce attached 
to mother 
Because the whole process is 
completed in the one year in one 
concentrated nursery are.a. the total 
amount of work involved is less than· 
other methods· at propagation and 
grafting in a nursery and/or in the field. 
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3. The young vine is virtually "pre~ trained" 
This system of propagation lends itself 
ideally to a high level graft. i.e. at the 
crown level. This means that when the 
vine is planted in its permanent position 
no disbudding, pinching back, or 
training is needed. The two or thr'ee 
shoots it grows in the first year 
immediately from the crown of the vine. 
In the second year any required number 
of strong canes can be trained to form 
the basis for a full crop in the third year. 
They also become established much 
more quickly and vigorously because 
there is no checking of the growth by 
continual disbudding and pinching back, 
etc. · 

In trials conducted, the extra size, 
vigour, and initial cropping is 
remarkable when compared to similar 
rootstocks field-grafted. 

4. These vines can be made virtually 
sucker free 
The sucking of grafted vines can be a 
major problem continuing indefinitely. 

Because these vines are a single 
straight stick of one-year-old wood, all 
buds (except the scion) can be removed 
completely from the nodes at the time of 

-trimrTiing prior to planting, making it 
virtually impossible for them to sucker. 

This is not possible with any other 
method of propagation because of the 
clusters of basal buds at the point where 
the original cutting or rootling has been 
cut back and made new growth. 

Disadvantages 

1. Time lag 
It would take at least two to three years 
to establish a nursery planting of mother 

Showing the roots produced 
on graftlings by the 
stool bed method. 
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vines before production of rootling can 
begin. 

2. Need for virus free mother 
The need for extreme. care in the 
selection of scion wood to prevent the 
danger of a virus problem. 

If a virus infected scion was used the 
virus could be transferred to the mother 
vine and then all subsequent rootings 
propagated from it. 

This problem could be avoided by using 
only heat-treated scion wood. or 
particular ·v.irvs-free clonal selections of 
scion material on a mother vine year 
~lfter year. · 

Precautions have been taken, and 
mother vine material tram two 
properties using_ the stool bed method 
over a number of years indexed on 
indicator vines at the Horticultural 
Research Station. lrymple. 

CONCLUSION 

• The stool bed method of producing a 
rooted grafted vine in one season has been 
proved, and there are approximately 500 
mature vines planted on district propertfes 
which are in full 'bearing and performing 
well. 

• Growers involved in replanting their 
property could use this system to raise their 
own v1nes. For commercial nurserymen the 
cost per productive vine· would be lower 
than any existing method. 

• These vines produced by this system 
can be used for interplanting aged 
vineyards with minimal loss of production. 

A young planted grafted vine. 

Ben late 
Spraying of 
Apricots 
A. Fl. Milway 

Reason for the application. The 
appearance of Brown Rot at the previous 
harvest. 

Strength. Half pound of Benlate in 100 
gallons of water, dilute. 

Time of Application. At full bloom. 

Method of Applicatio-n. Air Blast Sprayer, 
Concentration 3 x 1: Pressure: 230 p.s.i.: 
Speed: 214 m.p.h. ' 

Effect. The effort of -adding an 
application of Benlate to our spraying 
programme was quite dramatic, but in a 
totally unexpected way. This spray was 
applied purely with a view to controlling 
the possible recurrenc~ of the Brown Rot 
experienced in the prev1ous harvest. 

How~ver, its immedi_ate effe~t was _to 
control Patritus - Apncots rottmg wh 1le 
still in their jackets. 

The pattern was quite unmistakable, 
properties which were given this spray had 
very good crops, others had very little. This 
applied equally to individual trees. 

As far as my original intention in applying 
this spray is concerned: one half of our 
orchard received a second Benlate spray 
two weeks before harvest. At picking time 
no significant difference was to be seen in 
the two areas. This would appear to 
indicate that the one application gave 
effective protection against Brown Rot. 

However, I would stress most strongly 
that this is only one season's experience 
and observation. · 

Trade 
Practices 
Act 
Changes to A.D.F.A. marketing 

The ruling by the Attorney-General that 
the Association not be exempted from 
Sections 47 and 48 of the Trade Practices 
Act will bring radical changes to the 
Australian marketing system of The 
A.D. FA 

The Association has been exempted 
from Section 45, and ·is still permitted to 
conduct its equalisation scheme and- set 
prices at Agent level. The rest of its 
distribution system has had to be scrapped. 

In future The A.D.F.A. cannot require 
Agents to sell only to Distributors and 
ManufactUrers approved by the A.D.F.A. 
Instead a minimum delivery quantity has 
been set but, apart from this. Agents will 
need to establish their own terms and 
conditions of sale. 

A.D.F.A. control of Distributors· sell-an 
prices also had to be abandoned and 
Distributors are now free to set their own 
sell-an prices. 
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OUR WATER SUPPLY 
J. V. Seekamp 

As reported to SA Stale Conference ADFA. May 27, 1975 

Despite this invitation to speak here to-day, I still have the feeling 
that South Australian growers have once again ceased to worry about 
river salinity. The trees did not defoliate this season, nor the vine leaves 
shrivel during the post-flood autumnal salt rise ~ and spring is still a 
long time in the future. 

Typically, the concern was more intense and sustained in Sunraysia 
than in South Australia, although their salinity levels were rarely ever 
above 500 E.C. units. It has long been noted that salinity interest 
intensifies upstream rather than downstream. 

At top level The A.D.F.A. has always 
been concerned with river flow and water 
quality. Through the 1950's and early 60's 
the Production Problems Committee was 
responsible for questions involving 
irrigation, drainage, salt management and 
river quality -~ to the increasing exclusion 
of other items. 

The A.D.F.A. Salinity Committee was 
formed in 1966 with two main objects:-

1. To assist growers to best live with the 
water with which they are supplied. 

2. To obtain, by all possible means, 
permanent improvement in water 
quality. 

We claim very considerable success with 
the_ first object and have supported State 
Departments of Agriculture and water 
supply Authorities in all moves to improve 
irrigation and drainage methods. 

Broad based furrows to replace multi-V, 
sprinklers on vines to replace furrows, and 
low throw systems in Tree Fruits to replace 
overheads have all gained wide 
acceptance. Salt resistant root-stocks will 
only very slowly become a significant 
factor in maintaining yields while living 
with salt. 

Most of these imprOvements are costly 
to instal and we have regularly made 
submissions designed to help growers 
obtain the necessary finance. But there is a 
limit to how far we can go with sal.t 
management. Our soils, crops, salt 

100 p.p.m. chloride= 200 p.p.m. sodium 
chloride; 200 p.p.m. sodium chloride= 14 
grains per gallon "salt"; 14 grains per 
gallon "salt" = 300 p.p.m. T.D.S.; 300 
p.p.m. T.D.S. = 500 E.C. units; 20 grains 
per gallon "salt" = 700 E. C. units. 

Hence. we should start to become 
concerned when water quality approaches 
500 E.C. units, arid be very worried when 
levels go higher than 700. 

Only under exceptional circumstances 
will a single high ·salt irrigation produce 
obvious symptoms. The effect is 
cumulative - the longer ·the poor quality 
water persists the worse will be the result. 
If we get a dry winter then next spring 
could be very much worse. 

How successful have we been in obtaining 
salt interception and diversion? Some 
highlights for which we can claim sole or 
significant responsibility:-

1. The $3.6 million spent in emergency 
action in 1968 to divert Lake Hawthorn 
and Barr Creek. 

2. The Murray Valley Salinity Investigation 
-1970. 

3. "This Committee has no doubt that 
salinity of the Murray River is one of the 
biggest water pollution problems facing 
Australia" - from the Senate Select 
Committee report on Water Pollution in 
Australia- 1970. 

4. A symposium at Mildura attended. by all 
salinity scientists in Australia. 

composition and need for maximum 5. Dr.Bernstein'svisit. 
production make it essential that only high 
quality water be used for irrigation. 6. The "300 p.p.m." clause in the R.M. 

C.S.I.R.O. experiments show that any salt Waters Act. 
increase causes a reduction in growth. 7. A scurry of Committee formations, 

and reports. 
Just what is an acceptable or tolerable 

quality? 

The River Murray Waters Act provides 
for dilution flows when salinity at Swan Hill 
or Merbein exceeds 300 parts per million 

·total dissolved solids. South Australia does 
not have the benefit of any such protective 
clause. Historically, we used to shut off the 
pumps when "salt" reached 20 grains per 
gallon -· and everyone knows that 100 
p.p.m. chloride ion has magical danger 
properties. 

Now to convert these 'critical levels to 
modern terminology· -very approxomately 
to· give rounded, easily remembered, 
figures:- · 
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investigatiorls aryd reports, 
and reports. 

As long as those_ responsible for causing 
or condoning our present salinity problems 
remain in office, we will get no action. 

We concede failure in achieving trench 
digging, bank building, hole boring, pipe 
laying, pump installation or even just mud 
moving - only a preServation of previous 
peccadillos. 

It is a fond fallacy thaf our Leaders are 
both well advised and benevolent to our 
interests. Recent South Australian history 
shows that the Minister is on our side. But 
how good is the advice he- receives? 

Just how long after the event did his 
advisers receive information on, and 
appreciate the relevance of, the rains 
which produced the current near-flood 
Darling· flow? 

Was there a'ny real need for South 
Australia to suffer high salinity irrigation 
water in-autumn. 

Was not information available on River 
flows which, if it had been correctly 
heeded, would have made unnecessary 
this salt rise and the concurrent pollution 
of Lake Victoria with upstream reject 
effluent? 

Where do we stand now? Neither the 
Senate Select Committee nor Gutteridge, 
Haskins and Davey report 
recommendations have. been 
implemented. By this year of 1975 almost 
nothing of the suggested programme for 
the 1970/80 decade has been started. 
There are no signs that ;;tction is imminent 
and yet the present position is far worse 
than prognosticated by the River Murray 
Consultants. Unforseen were tubewells 
along the Goulburn, the filling of Lake 
Tutchewop, the 12,000 non,-drained 
irrigated acres at Nangiloc/Coligan and 
the 1000 acres irrigated along Lindsay 
Creek. Any dam built, any diversion or any 
irrigated acre from Toowoomba to Boort 
can only reduce our river flow and increase 
the salinity problem. Every flood and every 
drought will demonstrate the deterioration. 

Totally unpredicted factors are the 
Gwydir hyacinth, European carp, the 
Albury/Wodonga development and the 
proliferation of house boat fleets. All these 
introduce new dimensions to the total 
problem of river pollution and water 
quality. 

Enthusiastic ecologists, conservationists 
and obstructionist environmentalists seem 
better able to whisper in political ears 
than- do growers - and the investigations 
and reports go on, and on . 

With all the changes since the 
consultants' work it is probable that even 
immediate implementation of their 
recommendations could leave major 
problems unsolved. Perhaps, it is not too 
late to have another -look at the Supply 
Channel Scheme with all its obvious 
advantages to South Australia; even if we 
only consider that portion downstream 
from Lake Victoria. 

The sources of contamination are 
~ecoming so extensive, and impossibleto 
mtercept, that no solution other than 
separation of flow can ensure permanent 
preservation of water quality so essential 
to maintain irrigation and provide for the 
increasing demand for domestic and 
industrial diversions in this State. Our need 
is so much greater that that of New South 
Wales and Victoria - we cannot wait any 
longer for them. 

An opportunity exists for a South 
Australian statesman to recognise the 
irreconciliable incompatability of the 
confluence or irrigation and drainage, and 
initiate the inevitable to confine the usable 
Murray to a conduit! 

DRIED FRUIT NEWS 



four new Australian grape varieties 
·released for trial 
CSIRO Division of Horticultural Research. 

The Division's vine breeding programme at Merbein has resulted in 
over 30,000 hybrid seedlings being raised during the last ten years. The 
first four of these, now to be made available for commercial planting and 
industry evaluation, are comprised of three recommended for 
winemaking and one for drying. 

The process of selecting from many 
thousands of seedlings 'those few which 
show commercial promise is a long .and 
laborious one. Most are discarded after 
viticultural assessment in the field. A small 
number, however, yield sufficiently well to 
merit harvesting for fruit quality 
assessment. 

The successful development of 
techniques for the making of wine in small 
lots- sometimes in quantities of Only 3 to 
5 litres - has been essential for the 
evaluation of seedlings as possible new 
wine varieties. The new wine grape quality 
laboratory, built with funds provided by the 
Australian Wine Board, has greatly 
extended the Division's facilities for small 
scale winemaking. 

The Division's experimental dried fruit 
packing plant, built with funds provided by 
the Dried Fruits Research Committee, is 
ideal for processing the small lots of fruit 
obtained from test plots of selected 
seedlings. 

Of the 1 per cent to 2 per cent of the 
original seedlings retained for fruit quality 
•evaluation. only about 100 have merited 
multiplication and further testing. Of these, 
about 20 have been distributed, mainly to 
state departments of agriculture, for 
assessment under varying conditions of 
climate and soil type. It is from this very 
small group that the four varieties, Carina 
(a drying variety), Goyura. TarranQo and 

Tulillah ·(win€ varieties} have been 
selected. CSIRO emphasises that none of 
the releases is recommended for extensive 
planting until a pilot planting has shown 
that it will succeed-in a particular situation. 
This commercial testing under a range of 
conditions will be an essential factor in. 
determining whether any of the releases 
has sufficient merit to become an 
established Australian variety. 

Release at this stage of testing would 
seem premature in many of the older grape 
growing areas of EuroPe. The established 
varieties in these areas have become 
adapted to local conditions over many 
centuries of cultivation. Understandably 
such countries as France and West 
Germany are exceedingly cautious in their 
approval of new varieties for commercial 
planting. Although vine breeding is 
conducted to try to overcome such 
problems as susceptibility to disease and 
failure to mature in seasons of 
unfavourable wec:lther conditions~ t,here are 
stringent planting regulations intended to 
maintain the particular characteristics of 
local wines. Elaborate provisions are laid 
down for the testing of new varieties, and 
in West Germany, for instance, new 
varieties are authorised only after very 
extensive testing taking up to 30 years. In 
the new grape growing areas of the woi"ld, 
such as California or Australia, which have 
no traditional varieties of their own, there 
is not the same justification for delaying 
the release of newly bred varieties. In 

these areas, when new selections seem to 
meet clearly defined industry needs, the 
advantages of releasing them to growers at 
an early stage are judged ·to outweigh the 
disadvantage that some of them will fail to 
gain acceptance. On this basis. and 
stressing that the' selections have been 
subjected to only limited testing, the 
following varieties are released for further 
asses?ment 

CARINA: A small black seedless grape 
suitable for drying to make currants, which 
is much less susceptible to rain damage 
than Zante currant. 

GOYURA: A late maturing, white, seeded 
grape with good yield and good acidity 
suitable for white wine ready for drinking 
soon after vintage. 

TARRANGO: A late maturing, black, 
seeded grape with good yield and good 
acidity which produces a fresh, distinctive 
red wine ready for drinking soon after 
vintage without any need for storage in 
oak. 

TULILLAH: A white, seeded grape with 
good yield which produces a fresh, well 
balanced, neutral wine suitable for 
blending, or as a base for sparkling wine. 

AUSTRALIAN 
SUN-DRIED FRUITS 

A natural health food 
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Australian Sun Dried Fruits sweeten life for everyone 
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