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Equalisation 
Equalisation of proceeds to ensure "that all growers share equally on all markets" is a Rule of The ADFA and 

one of the reasons for the Association's existence. Equalisation has been in force in one way or another since 
, 1911 and is now achieved through final adjustments. These are carried out separately for each variety, each 
season. 

ADFA Rules on equalisation are Supported by a legal 
agreement between agents protecting their right to receive 
payments and to enforce an adjustment should an agerit wish to 
withdraw from The ADFA part way through a season. In all other 
respects the seasonal adjustment is a voluntary agreement bet-
ween ADFA membek , 

The mechanics of a final adjustment are detailed below with 
values and tonnages relating to Season 1972 Sultanas. This is 
now four years out of date and values have changed, but the 
principle is the same. An equal sharing of markets. Basic grade 
in that season was 4-crown. 

The·tirst·step in an adjustment is to determine the net return to 
packing companies from each market for packed fruit of basic 
grade. These are calculated on ADFA and· Australian Dried 
Fruits Control Board prices and terms and conditions of sale, and 
supported by information supplied by agents. 

The adjustment price is the net return for the fruit after the 
deduction of all selling costs and ADFA and Control Board ad
ministrative charges. 

The next step is to determine the total sales made to each 
market and to allocate these to each agent according to the 
varietal production handled for the season. 

The final step is to credit or debit the agent according to the 
under-sales or -over,-sales to each market. 

' The following examples show the deductions applicable to the 
Australian and Canadian markets: 

Canada -

Selling price by agent ............. . 
LeSs 2 pc buyers' discount 
Less 3 pc prepayment allowance 
Less 3 pc brokerage ................... . 

LeSs bank charges 1 pc on fruit value .... 

Less ADFA administration levy ......... . 

Less agent's commission 21h pc ......... . 

Le$s Control Board levy ................ . 

Less outward wharfa'ge ................. . 

Less stabilisation charge ............... . 

Sales at each price- tonnes ........... . 

Net return to packing companies 
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East 
$314,95 

23,33 

291,68 
3,15 

288.43 
.69 

287.74 
7,02 

280.72 
4.41 

296,31 
,59 

295,72 
,20 

295,52 
= 
10,850 

West 
$344,72 

27,56 

317,16 
3.45 

313,71 
,69 

313,02' 
7,82 

305,20 
4A1 

300.79 
,59 

300,20 
,20 

300.00 = 
5,154 ,...---

$283AO 

Australian market 

Selling price by agents ..... : ........... . 
~ess 4 per cent cash discount ..... , .. , .. 

LESS 
ADFA administration levy .............. . 
ADFA promotion surcharge ....... ~ .... . 

$0.69 
13.78 

Per tonne 
$606,27 

24,25 

582,02 

ADFA interstate charges surcharge ..... . 19.47 33.94 

less agent's commission 2v2 pc ......... . 
548,08 

13,70 

534.58 
Less stabilisation charge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20 
Less rebate on manufactured foods exported .. 1.62 

1.82 

Net return to packing companies . . . . . . . . $532.56 

A similar calculation is then made for each fixed price market. 
Buyer's discount and pre-payment allowances do not apply on all 
markets and the rate of brokerage may vary between markets. 

On the United Kingdom market fruit is sold CIF, and 
sometimes on 'appraisal, and prices may vary. In such case, 
ADFA Rule 110A(b) applies and the average net return is 
calculated against the average price of basic grade fruit to the 
market for the season (to ensure confidentiality the following 
example is simulated: 

United Kingdom market . 
1. Proceeds of actual sales .................. Stg. 1, 725,682.57 

2. Giving actual Australian proceeds received ... $3,681,758.06 

DEDUCT 

3. Bank transfer charge on Austri!Jian gross 
proceeds . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,898.50 

4. UK charges including commission, steamer 
freight, forward exchange cover and 
UK charges ........... , ....... , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 671,383,79 

3,003,475.77 
5. ADFA levies at $0,69 per tonne............... 13,139.61 

6. Marine insurance on fruit value + 10 per 
cent at 6-per cent stamp duty ................ . 

7. Agent's commission at 2v2 per cent 

2,990,336.16 

12,750,15 

2,997,586.01 
72,798,70 

2,904, 787.31 
8. Control Board levyat$4A1 pertonne .... .,... 51.415.37 

2.853,371.94 
9. EPIC Insurance paid in Australia.............. 5,831.98 

2,847,539,96 
· 10. Stabilisation levy at 20c per tonne . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,295.33 

2,845,244.63 
11. Net Proceeds for adjustment purposes ........ 2,845,244.63 
12. r-Jet return per tonne (proceeds in tonnes}..... $244.02 

According to market requirements other markets may also be 
quoted CJF with average realisation calculations being carried 
out on the same basis aS for the UK market. 
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Having calculated the average net return fro.m each market (in 
1972 there were 10 markets) and having ascertained the actual 
sales of each agent to eath market ADF.A final adjustment is 
completed by allotting each agent1 an equal share of each market 
and requiring each agent to pay into the adjustment the value of 
his over-sales on each market 'and to receive a -cre:dit for the 
value of under-sales on each market. There is then a final ex
change of money between agents through The ADFA. Final 
sales, market quotas and net realisations for Season 1972 were: 

values by clllowing for stem loss and deducting packing costs and 
charges, including freight to capital city. 

A final account-sale to growers, such as the following, would 
relate th9 above Season 1972 average net return to packing 
companies for Sultanasof$301.48 to the final return to growers: 
Packed weight proceeds per tonne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $301.48 

Conversion to sweatbox at 3.04 pc stem loss........... 292.34 
Add sundry receipts .... ·.·......................... 0.98 

Sales PC 
Mar11:et Tonnes Quota 

Commonwealth ....... 15,357.40 16.60 
New Zealand ......... 5,654.15 6.12 
canada ............... 16,260.15 17.61 
United Kingdom ...... 23,695.92 25.66 
Ireland ............... 1,914.44 2.07 
other continent. ...... 18,083.92 19.58 
Japan ................ 6,677.03 7.23 
World Food ........... 398.97 0.42 
1 Y2 oz. packets . " .... 968.73 1.05 
other markets ........ 3,378.23 3.66 

TOTAL: 92,380.40 100.00 

Value PC Value 
$per tonne $per tonne 

532.56 88.40 
292.64 17.91 
283.40 49.91 
244.02 62.62 
255.65 5.29 
213.18 41.74 
296.13 21.40 
298.66 1.25 

• 239.23 2.51 
285.41 10.45 

301.48 
---

ADD paCkers' rebate .............................. , .. . 

Net return from packer ............................... . 
ADD stabilisation payment ........................... . 

293.32 
54.81 

238.51 
5.91 

244.42 
8.14 

Net return to growers ............................... ; . $252.56 

The estimated net average return to packing companies for 
4-crown Sultanas is $301.48. To relate this back to grower 
proceeds it is necessary to convert to sweatbox ~e_ight and 

By 1976 average estimated returns to packing companies on 
total sales had increased to $490 per tonne while returns from 
Australian sales had increased _to about $800 per tonne. This 
means that a packer selling only on the· Australian market could, 
if he wished, pay well in excess of $200 per tonne better than 
The ADFA. Otherwise he has this additional profit which is not 
available to packers who observe the adjustment principle, or 
who accept their export responsibilities. 

Market 
equalisation 

The ADF A has asked the Federal Govern
ment to introduce legislation to enforce 
equalisation proceeds within the Dried 
Fruits Industry. A preliminary scheme has 
already been submitted and, subject to the 
consent of Federal Council 1977, a detailed 
scheme will now be submitted. 

The ADFA has, for many years, conduc
ted an equalisation scheme within its own 
members but has stood by helpless while 
non-As'sociation packers have taken the 
cream of the markets. 

Earlier attempts by the States and Com
monwealth to enforce marketing legislation 
failed under Section 92 of the Constitution 
and since 1938 The ADFA has carried the 
full burden of equalisation. This has cost 
many thousands of dollars in purchasing 
and closing non-Association packing com
panies and at times in the 1950's and early 
1960's led .to price wars which cost 
growers thousands of -dollars. In latter 
years the competition from non
Association sources has not been so great 
out 1t IS gradually mcreasmg and legislative 
control is believed essential if the whole 
orderly marketing system of the Dried 
Fruits Industry is not to collapse. 

Details of the scheme will be explained 
to delegates at Federal Council and it is 
expected that Council will give its support. 
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Pear prices 
Pear prices have now been set for export 

and show an increase of 17V2 per cent 
above Season 1976 for Choice Large or 
better, and 15 per cent on other grades. 

Australian prices were increased earlier 
in the year ·by 20c per kilo over the 
previous season. 

Apricot prices 
In order to stimulate lagging sales "of 

Apricots on the home market the Board 
has approved a 3 per cent promotional 
alfowance to Agents on all Australian sales 
for the months of June, July and August. 

USA Prune production 
A forecast for 1977 crOp prune produc

tion, admittedly very early, has been made 
and has placed the production for the 
coming season at 134,000 tons. If this 
prediction should prove to be true, it would 
be the lowest production in the 197 4-1977 
period. F~ctors involved are possibilities of 
frost, low\ humidity and tree pulling, any 
one of which could alter the production 
figure. After all, forecasting the crop at 
bud-swell time is indeed a rather long-shot 
prediction, but the maker of the forecast 
has been fairly close in other years with his 
predictions. Pacific Fruit New:r. Apn1 9, 1977. · 

Stabi I isation 
Sultanas - Season 1976 

An advance payment of bounty against 
the Season 1976 Sultana pack was 
received by head office on 23 June and 
immediately passed on to packing com
panies. The bounty had earlier been 
delayed in. Canberra because of 
technicalities in having the base price ap
proved by the Executive Council. 

The total amount of the bounty was 
$657,772 of which $603,313 went to 
Sunraysia, $7,195 to Mid-Murray, $47,133 
to South Australia and $131 to Western 
Australia. Packers were expected pass this 
money on to growers when issuing final ac
count sales in late June or early July. Final 
adjustment for the variety was completed 
by head office on 23 June. 

The stabilisation advance payment of 
bounty was assessed as follows: 

Per tonne 

Est. average return ....... _. . . . . . . $405.72 
Base price·...................... 427.73 

Short-fall ............... . 
Growers bear .............. . 

Est. stabilisation bounty ..... . 

90 per cent advance ....... . 

22.01 
10.00 

12.01 

10.80 

Priority will now be given to finalising the 
stabilisation pool accounting. 
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Brockville is a Canadian city on the 
Heritage Highway which runs along the 
north bank of the St. lawrence River bet
ween Toronto and Quebec. · 

The highway is a route of historical in
terest. with old .. shingle roofed harns, 
modern homesteads and silos filled with 
silage for the winter. 

Passing throuqh the Province of Ontario, 
my wife. daughter Elizabeth and I were 
helped in our sight-seeing by a publication 
issued by the historical and museums 
branch of Ontario's Ministry of Culture. In 
this booklet were described historic sites, 
museums, galleries and provincial plaques. 
The plaques, made of cast bronze, had 
been erected on metal posts, in suitable 
localities, to display the needs and to honor 
citizens who had made valuable con
tiibutions to the development and culture 
of the provinces. 

Suddenly our navigator, who was char
ting our course, and telling us what next to 
expect. said: ."listen to this- we are now 
nearing Brockville, the birthplace of 
George Chaffey the founder of irrigation 
along the River Murray in Australia!" Ac
cording to the handbook, a plaque in 
memory of the late George Chafley had 
been erected in Victoria Park, Brockville, 
Ontario. 

· At one time I had been the member in 
the South Australian House of Assembly 
for the seid of Chaffey, and had lived 40 
years at Berri on the Murray River, near 
Renmark, Chaffey-·s first established 
irrigation settlement in Australia. So we 
simply had to seek out his plaque and pay 
homage and respect tO the man who had 
founded Renmark (which is in my South 
Australian electorate) and Mildura, 160 
kilometres away to the east in Victoria. 

Our first Brockville call was the council 
office in the main street where we sought 
directions to Victoria Park and the Chaffey 
plaque. To our astonishment the desk at
tendant told us that no one in that office 
knew of the Chaffey memorial. Nor did 
they know of the whereabouts of the "Vic
toria Park". But just opposite was Victoria 
Street. 

This was our only lead. Victoria ·street 
led us to a central square of lawn in which 
several well preserved plaques were stan
ding. This turned out to be Court House 
Square. Optimistically we carefully 
examined every plaque. And while we 
'found one in which a Benjamin Chaffey 
was mentioned as the builder of the court 
house, there was none to commemorate 
the record· of George Chaffey. 

Our next call was to the leeds County Of
fice adjoining Court House Square. Did 
anyone there know the whereabouts· of 
Victoria Park and the plaque?' The 
assistants kindly telephoned, in turn, the 
local surveyor, the district valuer and the 
local historian- all without result. 

Our spirits were sinking. Not only was 
such a famous person as George Chaff~y 
forgotten by his own people, but no-one 
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(Originally printed in "Riverfand".) 
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· even k:new of a Brockville Park named Vic
toria. 

With our travelling time running out, our 
luck changed when the leeds Council 
Engineer, Mr G. Dougall, came into the of
fice. We told him our sad story. He could 
not identify the park either, but he knew of 
a small one n.ot far away from his office and 
took us to it. 

And there it was. The only plaque in this 
park, sheltered by trees, but not from the 
birds, was the one dedicated to the late 
George Chaftey. This was the inscription: , 

GEORGE CHAFFEY 
1848·1932 

Born at Srockville, Canada West. Chaffey 
became a shipbuilder on the Great Lakes 
and the inventor of a ·new type of propeller. 
Subsequently, he went to Califo~nia where, 

in partnership with his brother, he built a 
model irrigation project and founded the 
city of Ontario. 

At the request of Alfred Deakin, later 
Prime Minister of Australia, Chaffey went to 
that continent in 1886 where he began 
irrigated fruit production in the Murray 
Valley. By proving that irrigation was prac
tical, Chaffey was largely responsible for 
the succeSsful development of the fruit in
dustry in Australia. 

This experience fired our enthusiasm for 
more Chaffey exploits. So a day or so after
wards, when we heard of the Chaffey 
locks -on the Rideau Canal, built in 1826, 
we decided to visit the site. This canal was 
built to connect lake Ontario with ottawa 
and to avoid w~ing the River St. lawrence 
which the USA armies could control with 
the.ir artillery. 

The Chaffey locks are named after 
Samuel Chaffey, who was a brother of 
Benjamin Chaffey Snr., George Chaffey's 
grandfather, who had emigrated from 
England in 1779. 

When we saw them, by detouring on our 
way home, the Chaffey locks had double 
INOOden gates operated by two men push
ing the levers of a horizontal windlass. The 
locks Were similar .in construction and size 
to the locks on the Murray before any of 
them were mechanised. 

And so we returned to Australia, having 
visited George Chaffey's birthplace and 
reflecting that while California and the 
Murray Valley treasure his memory, the 
people of Brockville appear to have forgot
ten him. 
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How much longer can we go on 
plundering the Murray? 

By Peter Ward 

This article first appeared in the national newspaper "The Australian" on Januory 29, and is reprinted by courtesy of the publisher. 

It rises in the Snowy Mountains and tumbles down rock-strewn 
gorges in wild mountain forests. 

It Spreads into a broad swift-flowinQ 
stream sometimes overhung with willows, 
sometimes attended by stately century-old 
river red gums. its most potent, and one of 
its r'!'Ost threatened symbols. 

It sluices through trout farms, pours over 
dam spillways, churns under bridges, and 
flows sparklin-g and clean past budding 
Albury-Wodonga, one of its most 
threatening developments. 

And then it settles 'down to the business 
of getting on down to the sea, swelling 
along with waters from rivers redolent with 
historic and bush-whacking associations~ 
the Campaspe, Loddon, Murrumbidgee, 
the Darling. 

And all the time it is being used ~ for 
irrigation, for water sports, for stock, for 
fishing, for the water Supplies of its 
attendant towns and cities. 

It is 3 2720km-1600 mile--resource, 
pumped. diverted, squeezed and stirred 
tmost Of the way to L3ke AteXandfina,· 
1where with a last outri.Jsh past the great. 
ibarrages it joins the foaming Southern 
Ocean. 

It is the Murray~ Australia's major river, 
the only one we've got to Value, nurture, 
manage, cosset or destroy. And ·like so 
many ecological problems facing Australia 

' I MURRAY eR1DG£\ 

_there's not much time to choose what to do 
next. 

Take your·pick: the Murray as a series of 
irrigation ponds, the world's biggest gutter, 
or the fitful old man river it was 150 years 
ago. 

According to South Australian ecologist, 
Dr Peter Davis, it looks as though we've 
already decided ~ a combination of the 
first two options, at the expense of the 
third. But he and other scientific workers in 
the field are hoping if not to change, at 
least significal_'ltly to modify, that situation. 

Dr. Davis is reader in medical biology at 
Adelaide University's Medical School. He 
describes himself as arl unusual academic 
for a medical School - "a scientist and 
human biologist, not a medico". 

His biological interests have fused with 
his medical considerations to convince him 
that a new use should be- advanced for the · 
river, a use which would- turn it into a kind 
of 2720 km spa for the health and 
recreation of an industrially worn-out 
city~ominated society. 

"We've only got one major river," he 
sayS. "To my mind it's an incredible, 
beautiful thing. It is unlike any other river 
system in the world. It has a life all of its 
own. and that life needs to be made 
healthy and protected." 

N.S.W. 
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The Murray Valley. and Ita TribUtaries 
(afler Mcintyre) 
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INTERACTING SYSTEM 

Peter Davis first "fell in love" with the 
Murray when, 10 years ago, he lived for' a 
time near Barmera. in the South Australian 
riverlands. His real study of the river 
commenced four years ago, and his 
somewhat Rousseauistic vision will be the 
subject of his next book, Man And The 
Murray, to be published by New South 
Wales' University Press later this year. 

To him the Murray that he now knows 
intimately, having travelled its length a 
number of times, iS fascinating in all its 
variety and color. 

He talks of a river that 150 years ago 
basically was unlike any river seen or 
managed by Europeans before - a river 
whose natural rhythm and life-forms were 
entirely dependent on successive floods 
and droughts. 

"All of the original life-forms depended 
on this ebb and flow, this rise and fall." he 
says. "Even the river red gum - all the 
great gum forests needed the floods to 
commence their germination cycles." 

And he describes the riVer's life - with 
insights few Australians now have. He sees 
it basically as a living, interacting system. 

Lagoons· an·d Quiet reaches are crowded 
with· maje~tic flocks of pelicans, or 
clamorous with the nesting antics of black 
swans, ducks, the splendid white egrets, 
herons, spoonbills and crested grebes. 

• C.OULBURN 

N 

t 
MILES 
·-,~ '100 
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High limestone banks are studded at 
water level with colonies of yabbies past 
which dart the Jess-well-known, delicately 
translucent freshwater shrimp, and Murray 
callop, bream. cod, lobster, and the ruinous 
European carp. 

On the backwater banks· e;luster 
everlastings, in yellows and gold, along 
with waterlillies, white and blue orchids, 
and, in isolated areas, the dreaded water 
hyacinth. which could doom the river and 
all its dependants.- animal, vegetable and 
human. 

And then on a score of sites 
archaeologists dig ·in Aboriginal burial 
grounds. tracing the history of the now 
vanquished River Murray tribes and the 
first long period of human association with 
the river and its life-forms. 

Peter Davis believes that in a rear sense 
many of the effects of European man on 
the river have been disastrous. "We can't 
go back to square one," he says, while at 
the same time arguing that the river be 
returned to a state far more natural and 
free-flowing than its dammed, locked and 
barraged situation now allows it to be. 

This is, for conventional river 
management procedures, a fairly radical 
notion that certainly is fraught with 
immense political problems. But he 
plunges on: "People need to pressure 
governments to arrive at a common policy 
giving all Australians access to the Murray, 
not just a narrow few. 

"There are sound biological reasons for 
the belief that, at least to some extent, the 
health and social problems associated with 
life in the modern city are caused by. 
man being cut off from ·his natural 
environment." he argues. 

In that sense some of the happiest 
activities currently taking place along the 
full lengths of the Murray are the 
recreational ones - the holiday homes, 
the boating and fishing, the growing range 
of river sports, tourist accommodation and 
shack and house developments. 

Not all of these activities have entirely 
desirable environmental effects as they are 
presently organised, but they do use the 
river as a recreational resource rather -than. 
in particular, an agricultural resource with 
concomitant significantly environmental 
effects. 

And so now long stretches of the river 
a·re increasingly used by 'boating 
enthusiasts and water-skiers, and the 
Sundays are punctuated both by the 
putt-putt of a two-stroke dinghy and the 
whining and convoluting buzz of the speed 
boat. while at a score or more of idyllic 
spots along the river, or in the great delta 
lakes at the south, fishermen, picnic 
parties, campers, houseboat owners, field 
trippers, birdwatchers, even amateur 
archaeologists placidly potter about their 
affairs. 

For Peter Davis, it isn't anywhere near an 
ideal situation yet. 

"European man's idea of river 
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management saw the river reflecting the 
ebb and flow of the season. For the Murray 
that was a fundamental mistake, because 
its life-forms were based on irregular 
cycles of flood and drought." 

He says that the impact of European 
settlement, the removal of snaQs, the 
advent of the riverboat, irrigation 
settlements, and then all the various dams 
and locks designed to maintain year-round 
flow patterns have all been attempts to 
"improve" the river but which instead now 
threaten itS future as a natural- watercourse. 

But the most dangerous development is 
the coming of the cities, especially 
Albury-Wodonga, Adelaide, and the 

" north-south Australian industrial cities, all 
of which are dependent on River Murray 
water for their survival. 

Thus it is in Adelaide that both the most 
serious consideration and opposition is 
given to any ideas that could fundamentally 
change the use of the river. It is 
understandable. By the end of the century, 
about 90 per cent of the water 
requirements of the Adelaide metropolitan 
area and a considerable section of the 
settled part of the State will have to come 
from the River Murray. 

It is not for nothing that one of South 
Australia's most fondly Quoted . cliches is 
that it is "the driest State in the driest 
continent." 

There is a very · limited capacity for 
further reservoir development near 
Adelaide, and although some 70 per cent 
of summer water usage is .on suburban 
gardens the political price of cutting into 
that usage is too high for any government 
to consider at present. 

'So the idea of a Murray that is allowed to 
return more 'to a free-flow situation simply 
does not, as yet, wash. But it remains ·a 
preoccupation of researchers, and thus 
there is the current spectacle of a team of 

five marine .scientists from Flinders 
University being in the Antarctic to study 
the feasibility of towing giant icebergs to 
water-thirsty regions, and especially to 
South Australia. 

HISTORY'S IRONIES 

Members of Flinders University's 
institute for atmospheric and marine 
sciences believe the project is worth 
serious consideration. especially for cities 
like Adelaide which are relatively close to 
the Southern Ocean's ice fields. And, not 
surprisingly, it's a project that Peter Davis 
has taken an interest in, too, to the extent 
of nominating Robe in the SA south~east 
as the point at which lock-works could 
provide for the impounding, melting and 
pumping of ice water. 

Even the SA Government has taken 
· some guarded notice of the idea. "The 
planning of Adelaide's water supply for the 
next 50 years needs to be approached 
imaginatively," the SA Minister of Worl<s, 
Des Corcoran. said when asked about the 
feasibility of ice-berg Water. 

In short, so sensitive is the SA 
Government, in particular, about the future 
of that State's water supplies that, as the 
minister put it, all possibl9 schemes are 
being considered a:nd none ruled out until 
proven either impractical or uneconomic. 

And it has to be pretty uneconomic 
before it can be ruled out by a government 
that is currently spending, on present 
costs, $100 million on a metropolitan water 
filtration scheme because of increasingly. 
hard-water salinity. 

But if water politics are a central 
consideration of SA politicians, they are 
certainly not unregarded by the other 
three goVernments that are signatories to 
the 1915 River Mur(ay Waters Agreement 
- the Commonwealth, Victoria and New 
South Wales. 



After aiL the three governments and all 
political parties are involved in the future 
of Albury--Wodon9a. while in South 
Australia the Dunstan Government 
defeated the Hall {3ovemment in '1 970 on 
the issue of whether there should be a 
mas~ive darn on th~~ Murray at Chowil!a or · 
one at Dartmouth, on the M itta M itta, a 
tributary above the Hume Dam and 
Alb-ury-Wodonga. 

(It is one of llistory's ironies that Dunstan 
promised Chowilla, Hall Dartmouth. 
Dunstan won. Dartmouth is being built at a 
r.ust of millions-plus. ascPeter Davis puts it, 
"one of the last great river red gum forests 
left" l 

The River Murray Waters Agreement 
provides the present management base for 
UlB main Murray stem, and thus in a ce'ntral 
sense the Murray's fUture is dependent on 
the nature of future inter-governmental 
relations and politics. 

The agreement establishes a F-1iver 
Murray Commission and equally divides 
waters after Albury-Wondoga between 
Victoria and New South Wales. South 

, Australia in turn is guaranteed certain 
minimum summer and winter flows. 

It is not a particularly efficient- system 
since the Commission, which has recently 
'been given increased powers to deal with 
water qualities, has no authority over the 
tributary systems that flow into the Murray 
stem - not only from NSW and Victoria 
bui a!so by way of the Darling from 
southern Queensland, a State which has 
always put local priorities before national 
considerations. 

Accordingly, senior officers working with 
the commission often appear somewhat 
cynical when tall<ing of river management, 
planning ahd the' overall health of the 
system. 

As servants of a commission that 
regularly feels the impact of interstate 
rivalries, notions of State sovereignty, and 
Labor, Liberal and· country Party ministerial 
considerations, they , see the _future as 
increasingly determined by short-term 
political and ruraHhd.ustrial interests. 

Peter Davis in his catalogue 'of horrors 
facing the Murray and the 
inadequate I y-powered commission, 
cxmsiders irrigation run-back ·or seep-back 
as one of the most potentially damaging 
effects of hurnan settlement. raising 
salinity to ecologically crippling levels in a 
river that already, because of its geology, 
is subject to a constant natural rate of 
salinity. 

Other horrors include organic wastes 
frorn human settlements, fertilisers, the 
mud-raking European carp, the choking 
water hyacinth, proposals to mine the bed 
of the river, a proposed paper-pulping 
industry,and, of course, the cities, 
especially Albury-Wodonga, where the 
effects of urban run-off are yet to be 
determined. 

"''m afraid that the immediate needs of 
the cities will prevail." he says. "The 

10 July, 1977 

crunch will come later, when the waters 
have so deteriorated. that the management 
penalty starts to hurt. Adelaide's $100 
million filtration program is just an 
indication of how big the bill could be." 

When speaking of increasing the powers 
of the River Murray Commission, a process 
now under way but which probably does 
not go far enough, the SA minister spoke 
of the "urgency of the growing problem." 

And at about the same time, in the same 
city, Peter Davis argued that the choice 
should now be made "to preserve what 
remains of a natural environment to which 
industrial man must have access if he is 
successfully to cop~ with the environment 
of the cities." 

Can it be done? "I'm not greatly 
optimistic," says Davis. who in general 
agrees with the arguments of Sydney 
agricultural economist Dr. Bruce Davidson 
that few if any irrigation schemes in 
Australia can be justified on economic 
grounds. 

But the trouble for his scheme and vision 
is that irrigation is certainly justified on 
political grounds, at least in the medium 
term. 

And until that problem is dealt w1th the 
water-usage and environmental rivalries of 
the States resolved. and alternative city 
supplies found,· a 2720 km long MUrray 
basin water park is an idea more likely to 
sink than swim. 

ICE TOW STUDY 
The feasibility of towing 250m~deep 

icebergs from the Antarctic to countries 
short of-water will be studied by a five-rr.an 
team from Adelaide which left Christchur
ch, NZ, for the Antarctic in January. 

The team is Professor Peter Schwerdt~ 
feger, professor of meteorology and direc~ 
tor of the FliQders Institute for At
mospheric and Marine Sciences at Flin
ders University. Dr. John Bye, the 
discoverer of the Flinders current, south of 
Australia, and an expert in ocean 
dynamics. Mr Allan Suskin, an electronics 
engineer and two research assistants. 

Electronic equipment has been 
developed by Mr Suskjn and the team to 
measure water currents, salt content and 
water temperatures around the Ross ice 
shelf. 

Professor Schwerdtfeger believes that 
by the year 2000, Adelaide and probably 
other densely populated areas of the 
world, will be extremely short of water. 

He has taken part in a research program. 
mostly in his spare time, to see if it is 
possible to tow icebergs. 

Professor Schwerdtfeger believes that. 
becauSe the icebergs are likely to melt 
when towed a long way, particularly into 
warmer water, only countries (;loser to the 
Antarctic will be able to import ice in large 
quantities. 

"New Zealand doesn't really know what a 
water shortage is," he says. "In Adelaide 
the water situatipn is the worst in the 
developed western world.'' (WRFA Newsletter} 

Mildura man 
designs 
weather alarm 

("Sunraysia Daily") 

A Mildura electronics wizard has design~ 
ed and built ''the perfect weather control 
alarm" after four yecirs of trials. 

Mr Dave Carson, 36, engineer at STV8, 
has spent about $5,000 perfecting the unit, 
designed mainly as a frost alarm. 

It is the second time Mr Carson has built 
a temperature control alarm. 

The first was in 1971, when it won the 
most useful" gadget award at the lrymple 
Gadget Field Days. 

"The piece of equipment was functional, 
but not very practical," Mr Carson said 
yesterday. 

"It took about five hours to set up and 
that was far too long." 

Mr Carson said his latest weather alarm 
takes only 10-15 minutes to set up, and 
was good for distances up to two 
kilometres. 

One piece of the equipment- a sensor 
- is put in the fruit block or glass house, 
and the control unit and alarm is placed in 
the bedroom. 

The two are connected by a length of 
standard telephone cable. 

The grower sets the control at any tem
perature between minus 20 degree and 
100 degrees celsius, and can rest easy 
knowing the alarm will go off at the tem
perature selected.· 

"Frost sets in at 32 degrees, so most 
growers would have it set a degree or two 
above, or even half a degree," Mr Carson 
said. 

"When the alarm goes off, the grower 
can watch the needle to see if the tem
perature is still dropping. 

"If it is, he has plenty of time to light his 
frost pots." 

Mr Carson said that although he had 
designed the unit basically as a frost alarm, 
there was no limit to its use where tem
perature control was needed. 

Interest in his latest gadget has been 
shown from as far afield as Queensland, 
with some areas in that State suffering 
badly from frost. 

Market price for the alarm is $312, but 
Mr Carson says he can guarantee this price 
only until May 16 because of limited sup
plies of materials needed to build each 
unit. 

So far he has made five of the units. 
which he says are available for immediate 
use. 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REP()RT 

PRODUCTION 

It is now so long since we have had heavy production (1971 for 
Apricots and Prunes and 1972 for Vine Fruits) that it is surprising 
to note just how far the 5-year average has dropped:-

Currants .......... . 
Sultanas .... . 
Raisins .... . 
Apricots ............... . 
Peaches .. 
Pears 
Prunes. 

I 

5-year averages - Seasons 
1963/1967 1968/1972 1973/19n 

9,168 7, 717 4,955 
76,900 65,622 52,256 

8,810 5,040 4,550 
2,235 1,968 1,150 
. 638 390 146 

285 218 169 
4,601 3,570 2,940 

Perhaps it is time 'for all of us to start thinking of the Industry in 
terms of the production of the last five years. The increase in 
diversions of Sultanas and Gordos to wineries is here to stay and 
present acreages of Currants, Apricots and Prunes would make 
any substantial increases in these varieties essentially mid- or 
long-term. 

As we stated in evidence to the Industries Assistance Com
mission, restructuring is already occurring and has 'increased in 
impetus over the past few years. Certainly the degree of re
structuring recommended by the Commission seems- un
necessary. 

For Season 19n production of all variet"1es of Dried Vine Fruits 
and Prunes was slightly abo"ve the five-year average, with all 
varieties of Tree Fruits being below. 

Production of grade fruit for Season 1977, compared with the 
three previous seasons. is; 

Tonnes 

1974 1975 1976 19n* 

Currants 3,460 6,024 3,934 5,900 

Sultanas ...... 50,138 55,234 59,003 53,900 
Natural 

Sultanas 149 279 111 152 
Raisins .. 2,623 4,276 5,512* 4,362 
Apricots 1,270 657 689 1,095 
Peaches 126 144 153 137 
Pears ..... . ......... 100 229 159 69 
Prunes 

(p/wei9ht) ...... 2,592 2,846 3,387* 3,005 

*Estimates as at 25-5-1977. 

This reduction in averag·e annual production has reduced, to 
some extent. the export dependency of the Industry. Sultanas 
are now the only variety heavily dependent on export althoUgh 
all varieties continue to depend on these markets to absorb 

DR.IED FRUIT NEWS 

some tonnage. and particularly some grades. of Tree Fruits and 
Prunes in each season. 

The heavy dependence on export of Sultanas. and the lessening 
dependence of Currants and Raisins, is clearly shown in the 
following graphs: (figures 1, 2 and 3) 

Not in scale above 60,000 

RAISIN I'RODlJCTION AND DISPOSAL 
-------~!fowrm:::------· 

Australian sales [_] Tonnes 

Tonnes 

Not in s<.:ah• above• 6,000 
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CURRANT PRODUCTION AND DISPOSAL 

Australian sales 

Figure 3 
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Total-intake of all varieties of grapes by wineries for Season 
1977 is estimated by the wine industry at about 430,000 tonnes, 
some 17,000 tonnes above the Season 1976 total intake of 
413,079 tonnes. 

Intake of drying variety grapes in Season 1976 compared with 
Seasons 197 4 and 1975 was: 

Tonnes 

1974 1975 1976 

Currants 422 1,758 57 
Sultanas. ......... 51,851 71,992 66,590 
Gordos .. . . . . .... ~ .. 41,321 52,546 43,308 
Walthams .......... 4,252 2,742 1,667 

Total ............ 97,846 129,138 111,622 

Varietal figures for Season 1977 will not be available for some 
months. ' 

MARKETS 
sales 

Vine Fruits. Under the first season of Agent-controlled 
promotion, Australian sales have picked up by 2;082 tonnes to 
22,096 tonnes from the Season 1975 low of 20,014 tonnes. 
Agents are hoping, and planning, for further substantial in
creases this season and have set targ~ts above the 23,000 tonne 
level, a level which has only been achieved once.- in 1976, as the 
lollowing graph shows: (figure 4) 
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23000 23000 
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Figure 4 
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One pleasing feature of the·present trend is that years of high 
sales are not now being fOllowed by the deep troughs such as 
occurred in Seasons 1965, 1969 and 1971. 

One aspect which may need re-assessment is the present 
policy df allocating some tonnages of Currants and Raisins to ex
port in years when production is below Australian requirements. 
There is no apparent relationship in sales between the varieties 
and a shortage of one variety does not necessarily lead to in-

. crease in sales of another variety. The matter must, of course, be 
viewed in the long-term marketing. concept of what is best for the 
Industry. 

AUstralian sales on a seasonal basis, as admitted into final ad
justment, for the past four Seasons are: 

Season I Season Season Season 

(Tonnes) 1973 1974 1975 1976 

Currants ...... 4,058 3,451 3,656 3,461 
Sultanas ........ ~ ..... 15,040 15,971 13,238 14,763 
Raisins .............. 3,237 2,536 3,120 3,872 

Total ................. 22,335 21,958 20,014 22,096 

These figures relate to the total sales from a season's produc
tion, which may extend over 18 months~ or more, and may not 
give a true indication of a year'l) sales. 

On a twelve month period basis. February 26 to Feb~uary 25, 
comparative delivery figures are: 

VearendedFebruary25 

(Tonnes) 1!l74 1975 1976 1977 

Currants .............. 4,002 3,575 3,223 3,733 
Sultanas .............. 14,730 15,332 13,048 15,799 
Raisins .... ........... 3,497 2,426 2,510 3,479 

Total ................. 22,229 21,333 18,781 23,011 

Distribution of total sales from the Season 1975 pack was: 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins Total. 

Australia ....... 3,656 13,238 3,120 20,014 
UK and 

Ireland ............. 15,286 15,286 
Continent ............ 459 9,447 9,906 
Canada ........... 1,056 9,286 276 10,618 
New Zealand ... 681 3,968 605 5,254 
Japan ......... 172 2,048 276 2,496 
Other ...... 1,961 1,961 

Total ...... 6,024 55,234 4,277 65,535 

Season 1976 final adjustments have not yet been completed 
for Raisins: but other varieties are final. Sales are (tonnes): 

Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 

Australia ............. 3,461 14.763 3,872 22,096 
United 

Kingdom ......... 9,982 835 10,817 
Continent ............ 11,683 11,683 
Canada ...... 14,151 712 14,863 
New Zealand ......... 229 4,625 475 5,329 
Japan ................ 2,638 308 2,946 
Other ................ 244 1,272 68 1,584 

Total ........... 3,934 59,114* 6,270 69,318 

*Includes Nafurals. 

Allocations for Vine Fruits Season 1977 for ADFA fruit have 
been set by The ADFA and Australian Dried Fruits Contro1 
Board at, tonnes: 
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Currants Sultanas Raisins• 

Australia ······················ 4,000 19,000 3,500 
UK and Ireland ................. 2,779 400 
Continent (Malta 

and Israel) ................... 7,202 
Canada ........................ 911 14,000 400 
New Zealand ........... ······· 650 5,500 400 
Japan ......................... 100 3,071 200 
Other ......................... 236 1,300 
Reserve ....................... 3 1,048 

Total .......................... 5,900 53,900 4,900 

*Includes carry-over from SeasOn 1976 of 538 tonnes. 

Tree Fruits and -Prunes. With production of Apricots again 
below Australian requirements the Australian market was again 
under-supplied as shown in figure 5. 

Australian sales 0 Tonnes 

Export sales 

Figure 5 
Peach and Pear production was adequate to meet Australian 

demand, but sales were again difficult. 

Sales for the past four seasons have been: 

(Tonnes) 

Apricots ............. . 
Peaches ............. . 
Pears ................. · 
Prunes .............. . 

Season 
1973 

1,071 
103 

66 
2,371 

Season 
1974 

699 
80 
57 

2,254 

Season 
1975 

569 
94 
66 

2,721 

Season 
1976 

615 
77 
29 

2,718 

Again these figures relate to the total sales from a season's 
production, but for these varieties give a good indication of the 
year's sales on a twelve month period bc1sis, February 26 to 
February 25. 

Distribution of total sales from the Season 1975 pack was: 

(Tonnes) Apricots Peaches Pears Prunes 

Australia ............. 569 94 66 2,721 
UK/Continent ......... 42 30 152 
Canada/USA ......... 1 
New Zealand- ......... 29 7 7 57 
Other ' ............... 16 13 4 68 

657 144 229 2,846 

Although Season 1976 final adjustments have not yet been 
completed in some varieties, final sales are expected to be: 

(Tonnes) Apricots Peaches Pears Prunes 

Australia ............. 615 77 29 2,718 
UK/ Ireland . . . . . . . . . . . 10 
Continent. ............ 16 54 109 100 
New Zealand ......... 58 22 4 300 
Other ................ 7 302. 

Total ................. 689 153 159 3,420 
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Allocations for Season 1977 Tree Fruits and Prunes have been 
set by the respective Committees at: 

Export 

Apricots ................... 10 per cent 

Australia 

90 per cent 
Peaches .................. . 
Pears ..................... . 
Prunes ..................... 15 per cent 

Open 
:Open 

85 per cent 

The relationship between Prune production and sales is shown 
in figure 6. 

PRUNE PRODUCTION AND DISPOSAL 
SHOWING 

A~str~lian sales 0 Tonnes 

.. Tonnes 

Figure 6 

Realisations, estimated FOB realisations per tonne on Season 
1976 production are calculated at: (These are average before 
deduction of packers' costs and charges and conversion to 
sweatbox weights}. 

(•Final) 

*Currants ~ 3-crown ......... . 
Sultanas~3-crown ............ . 
Raisins~ 4-crown ............ . 

*Apricots ~ Choice large ...... . 
*Peaches~ Plain .............. . 
*Pears- Choice Medium ...... . 
Prunes~ 50/70 cans ......... . 

Australia 

$813 
813 
753 

2,632 
1,190 
1,481 

935 

Per Tonne 

Export 

$586 
389 
532 

2,630 
751 
877 
512 

Average 

$785 
499 
663 

2,632 
971 
987 
832 

and on Season 1977 Dried Vine Fruits are assessed at: 

Currants ~ 3-crown ............ . 
Su.ltanas-,------ 3-crown ._ ........... . 
Raisins~ 4-crown ............. . 

Australia 

$855 
855 
798 

PRICES 

Export 

$875 
880 

1,196 

Average 

$868 
865 
912 

Australia. The following prices increases were taken on: 

Vine Fruits . . . . . .. .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5c per Kg. all grades 
Apricots ................................. 34c per Kg. all grades 
Peaches and Pears ....................... 20c per Kg. all grades 

A price increase of 10 per cent on all grades and packs was 
recommended by the Prunes Committee but, unfortunately, this 
coincided with the price freeze announced by the Prime 
Minister and the Board of Management was unable to confirm 
the increase. On April 24, Agents· were advised by telegram: 

Until further notice continue sell Prunes new and old season 
at Season 1976 rates. 

The BOard's decision was dictated less by the Government's 
request {Prunes were believed to be outside the list of goods af
fected) than by the action of retailers. Major buyers of groups 
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and chains advised Agents that they would nOt accept Prunes at 
increased prices and would discontinue handling Prunes for the 
duration of the freeze if prices were increased. In at least two 
cases major buyers threatened to boycott the whole range of an 
Agent's products if Prune prices were increased. 

The loss to growers, if the freeze had continued for the full 
three (3) months, would have been in the vicinity of $60,000 ~ 
equal to $20 per tonne on Season 1977 production. Fortunately 
for Prune growers the freei:e Was lifted in late May and new 
prices Were introduced from June 1. 

Export. Price increases were taken by The ADFA of: 

Apricots - to Australian parity 
Peaches - 22 per cent over Season 1976 
Pears ~ 17Y2 per cent on top grades 

- 15 per cent on Choice Medium and below 
Prunes - 10 per cent over Season 1976 

40 gram Sultana packets. The price to packeters for the 
packeting of the 40 gram packet was increased by 5 per cent 
from $400 to $420 per tonne for sates on the Australian market. 
The Board has advised the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board 
that this price is not applicable to export sales, where prices 
should be set agains! the bulk fruit price for that market. 

Vine dried naturals. A request that Australian grade prices be 
lifted from 1-, 2- and 3-crown equivalent to 2-, 3- and 4-crown 
equivalent was not approved as it was believed the fruit Was not 
attractive to Australian buyers. Any premium gained on export 
would be given to the variety in setting final differentials. 

Imports 

Import statistics for the nine months to February 1977 as com
pared with the previous two years show: 

12 months 12 months 10 months 
1974/1975 1975/1976 to April_1977, 

Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Vine Fruits 
Greece .......... 10 18 
USA ........... 34 38. 
Turkey ........ 229 

~ 48' . 1£.. 
Apricots 
Turkey ...... 24& 174 108 
Iran .............. 13 38 ·.·,31 
USA ............. 82 36. 168 
Other ............ 5 

.1±!. 253 ·308 

Prunes 
USA ............. 483 263 122' 
Other ............ 5 17 10 

488 280 132 
= = 

Dales 3,834 957 2,988 

In my last report I commented or}_ the possible impOrt of 
Turkish Sultanas and, des'pite objectio_nS from this Associatiori, a 
total of 229_tonnes was eventually imPOrted dUring 197f}/1977. 
The high prices of this season will effG:-CtiVely blo"ck'a:nY imports 
but the threat could return in years of low export prices. To' date 
only one importer is involved but this· could spread if the im-
ports are Permitted to continue. ' · · 

The Association will be watching this Veiy clOselY. and will 
seek emergency protection should ·any Greek or TUrkish Dried 
Vine Fruits be imported in future years. 

The Association submitted evidence to two Tariff EnQuiries 
into Dried Fruits during the year. · · 

The first Enquiry was into a recommendation that the general 
rate of tariff, which would apply on Gr8€!k .. TLirkish and USA fruit, 

14 July, 1977 

be reduced to preferential rates which are about 25 per cent 
lower. The Association opposed this recommendation. Evidence 
was submitted to a Hearing in October 1967 and to date nothing 
further has been heard. 

The second Enquiry related to the proposed removal of 
primage duties which on Dried Fruits are presently 8 per cent 
of FOB value. This protection is far higher than that given by 
tariff and its removal could seriously reduce the protection affor
ded Australian fruit. 

The Association has submitted three separate sets of evid9nce 
covering Dried Vine Fruits, Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes respec- . 
tively. 

Policy on Apricot imports. The Board and Tree Fruits Commit
tee considered the. recommendation of SA State Conference 
ADFA that imports of Packers' and Agents' requirements of 
Dried Apricots be arranged and financed by The ADFA with 
resulting profits passed to Apricot growers through final adjust
ments. As there are certain risks and substantial financial com
mitments attached to the importing of Apricots it was finally 
agreed that this matter should be left to the Agents or Packei"s 
concerned as part of their normal trading operations. 

Marketing general 

Export rebates, Season 1977. In view of the increases in export 
prices, the rebate on the Dried Vine Fruits content of manufac
tured foods exported was decreased from e6c Kg. to 13c Kg. 
{$130 per tonne) on all varieties. 

After the rebate had b€en set the Board received advice from 
the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board that, in the opinion of 
the Attorney-General, export of mixed fruits·came under control 
of the Board. In consequence, the rebate was withdrawn and will 
no longer apply on Mixed Fruits. 

The final statement of costs and usage of the rebate for 
Season 1976 compared with Seasons 1974 and 1975 shows: 

Usage: 
Currants~ tonnes. 
Sultanas~ torines. 
Raisins~ tonnes ......... . 

Season 
1974 

10.78 
73.24 

7.54 

91.56 

Season 
1975 

28.74 
148.42 

10.18 

187.34 

Season 
1976 

29.74 
146.46 

.J1J..2. 
188.36 

Value of claims: $6,055.44 $28,858.06 $48,974.29 

Rate of rebate: 
- Per Kilogram .. 1.36 15.4 26.0 

Trade practices legislation. Supporting ~ction was given to the 
Retail Confectionery & Mixed Business Association in opposing 
the proposed Repeal of Sec~ion 49 of the Trade Practices Act 
which reads, in part: 

A corporation shalt not in trade or commerce, discriminate bet
ween purchases of goods of like grade and quality in relation to: 

{a) the prices charged for the goods; 

(b) any discounts, allowances. rebates or credits given in 
relation to the supply of the goods; 

The principle of common prices on all sates by Agents has 
been endorsed by The ADFA, with or Without legislative support, 
for the Past fifty years. HOwever, with retail buying in the hands 
of few and fewer people the' pressure' to give special discounts 
on large buys is becoming increasingly insistent and the removal 
of this Section of the Trade Practices Act would have increased 
the pressure on Agents to give special discounts. 

Promotion and Home Economic activities. Separat~ reports 
have been submitted to Council on both these items and are 
listed on the Agenda. 

Trade visits. Although the Association is not now_ actively 
engaged in product promotion liaison is being inaintained with 
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the ,trade. In September last year the Chairman visited Brisbane 
for trade discussions with some of the major Distributors. This 
State has particular problems relating to packeting and 
distribution and the visit was helpful in allowing these to be 
discussed first-hand. 

Opportunity was also taken to visit some of the major shopping 
centres and retail outlets and a visit was made to the fresh fruit 
market at Rocklea·where th~ Committee of Direction has since 
been appointed as a direct buyer from Agents. 

Board members have also visited some of the major group 
buying outlets in Victoria. 

William Angliss Trade School. In Apri I Board members were 
entertained for lunch at the William Angliss Trade School and 
were later given a conducted tour of the school. This is the prin
cipal training college for the catering and pastrycook trade in 
Victoria. 

For some years The ADFA has provided fruit free-of-charge to 
the School for its baking and pastrycook classes. This year a 
donation of $250 was also made towards the Students' 
Assistance Fund. 

Interim adjustments. Because of the high value in the 
Australian over export differential for Season 1976 Sultanas and 
Raisins, interim adjustments between Agents were eff~cted on a 
monthly basis as soon as each Agent had sold his Australian 
allocation. 

GoUin & Co., Ltd. No monies were ·lost to the Industry by the 
passing of Gollin & Co., ltd. into provisional liquidation; a!though 
there were s·ome delays in the payments to Agents of 1975 
realisations. All monies owing to Agents have now been paid. 

PROCESSING 

Fruit salad pack. Despite objections by.the Association that the 
Regulations would be unenforceable at retail level and 'would 
disadvantage registered Packing Companies, the Dried Fruits 
Board (SA) will promulgate Regulations for Dried Tree Fruit 
salad packs. The draft Regulations provide: 

1. Fancy Fruit Salad shall consist of a mixture of three or more 
v.arieties of dried tree fruits containing not less than ten per
centum or not more than forty percentum by mass of any one 
variety. 

2. (a) Where Dried Prunes are included in the Fancy Fruit Salad 
they shall be <,Jf size 70 count or larger. 

(b) Where. Dried Apples are included in the Fancy Fruit Salad: 

(i) they shall be counted as an extra variety and shall form no 
more than ten percentum of the total mass; 

(ii) they shall be of standard quality or better. 

3. Dried Fruits included in the Fancy Fruit Salad Pack shall com
prise: 

' (a) Dried Apricots of plain quality or better; · 

(b) Other varieties of Choice quality or better. 

4. Each variety of dried fruit shall comply with the conditions 
and restrictions applicable to its quality and size classification. 

In the original draft Prunes were listed at "size 90 count or 
larger" and were amended to "70 count" a:t the request· of the 
Prunes Committee. 

Moisture conten~ - Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes. For $eason. 
1977 only, on an e~perimental basis, the maximum permitted 
moisture content for fruit in packed weights of 500 grams or less 
had been set at: 

- Apricots. . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 30 per cent 
- Peaches ......... 27 per cent 
- Pears ........................... 25 per cent 
- Nectar,ines............. . .. 27 per cent 

The maximum moisture content of Prunes - both cello. 
packets and cans ·~ has also been increased from the previous 
33 per c~nt to 40 per cent. ' 
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Dried Vine Fruits. The local Liaison. Committee of the Statutory 
Research Fund will assist in aligning processing research at 
CSIRO, Merbein, towards the practical day-to-day problems of 
processing. Experiments with the CSIRO pilot machine and the 
setting of grade samples has not proved entirely satisfactory, but· 
is bei119 further investigated by the Grade Fixing Committee. 

FARM MANAGEMENT 

Plantings - State Advisory Committee. The Victorian Depart
ment of Agriculture is introducing a scheme for the growing of 
mother vine plantings on grower properties· at groWers· ex
Dtlnse, under the control of the Department which would also 
st:.~pervise sales and pay any profits on sales of cuttings back to 

, growers. The object of the plan is to ensure adequate supplies of 
virus-free high yield clones for replantings. A minimum of two 
acres ·at each selected variety and/or each clone will be 
established and cuttings allocated according to demand. The 
ADFA is represented on the Committee. 

Commonwealth Grape Advisory Sub-Committee. The General 
Secretary-Manager attended this meeting in February 1977, and 
advised that the Sub-Committee had been unsuccessful in its at
tempt to have its Terms of Reference .enlarged to include the 
right to recommend strategies to overcome production problems 
within the grape industry. This had lead the Wine industry to in
dicate that it would not be prepared to give recommendations on 
plantings unless it could also recommend strategies which would 
ensure that the grapes were accepted in years of peak produc
tion or where there was a falling off in demand for a particular. 
variety. Some members had suggested that the sub-committee 
be disbanded. 

The Board was not in agreement with this suggestion, ·being of 
the opinion that the Advisory Committee was a useful forum for 
the exchange of information and that any recommendation out
side the Terms of Reference should be submitted by member 
organisations and not individual members at Committee. 

,Plantings and alternative crops. During the year the Board 
issued a press statement urging growers to exercise caution in 
arranging further re-plant programs, pointing out that; if a two
pool scheme was .introduced, additional production would not 
qualify for Australian quota. 

··Replies to an Industry enquiry to CSIRO and the NSW Depart
ment of AgricultUre advised, in effect, that there was no present 
economic alternative crops suitable for large-scale development 
irl.the Sunraysia ~rea. 

Planting statistics. The Association joined with other hor
ticultural bodies in successfully protesting to the Commonwealth 
Treasurer against a proposal that the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics discontinue the collection and publication of 
agricultural, and particularly vitiGultural, statistics. The viticultural 
industry is particularly well serviced inasmuch as acreage 
statistics by varieties are published annually. Without these 
statistics no Organisation would have basic statistics on which to 
consider trends or recommendations. 

Horticultural chemicals - labelling and shelf life. A request 
from SA State Conference ADFA that the Board endeavour to 
investigate the shelf life of chemical sprays with the object of 
establishing testing procedures for bio-activity and date of 
manufacture, was referred to the Packaging and Labelling Sub
Committee of the· National Health and. Medical Research Com
mitt'€~ !lnd the Pesticid~-~ .. Co~rdinator of the Department of 
Primarv _l~d~tsry. The, l.at~Y~\~ replied: 

. ,The. Technical Committee on· Agricultural Chemicals, as part 
of its' requirements for··clearance of agricultural chemicals, 
requires evidence of the satisfactory stability of the product in 
s~orage in the containers which will normally be used for 
packing the ·prod~<;:t. 

Normally, evidence of two years' storage under Australian 
conditions is required, but evidence obtained from ac
celerated storage tests will be considered. The evidence 
provided should show: 

(i) the absence of COr"rQsiVe action on the container; 
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(ii) freedom from undue compacting, creaming or separation 
in the containers; 

(iii) that the biological activity of the finished product is 
unlikely to be impaired through storage in unopened con
tainers; 

(iv) the nature and concentration of any products formed as a 
result of chemical change. during storage. 

Chemical manufacturers recognise that agricultural 
chemicals often remain unUsed for periods beyond two years 
and that, in spite of warnings to the contrary, users often store 
chemicals under conditions which are far from ideal. Because 
of this, and to protect the good name of the product and the 
reputation of the manufacturer, the highest possible standard 
of stability is always aimed for. It would be most .unusual to 
find a significant decline in the content of active ingredient or 
of biological activity after two years on the shelf. 

Australian authorities have considered this matter on 
numerous occasions, but .each time have reached the con
clusion that it would be neither practical nor necessary to 
require agricultural chemicals to show a date of manufacture or 
an expiry date. 

Salinity. Submissions were made to the Parliamentary Publ1c 
Works Committee "Water Allocations Enquiry" by Mr M. W. D. 
Firth, Chairman, ADFA Salinity Committee, and Mr H. M. 
Tankard, Chairman, Sunraysia District Council ADFA. Mr J. L. T. 
Dickie, who attended the Enquiry, reported that both ADFA sub
missions were well received by the Committee. The ADFA has 
joined the "International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage" 
(ICI D) as an Associate-member as a means of being kept infor
med on international development in irrigation. 

INDUSTRY ECONOMY 

Dried Vine Fruits Enquiry. Following Federal Council 1976, the 
Board received additional legal Opinion which suggested that 
the validity of the two-pool scheme would probably rest with the 
States in providing complementary legislation and, because of 
the differing outlook between the States on pricing control, this 
would be hard to obtain. Accordingly, this point was emphasised 
as a further reason for deferment, of the two-pool sctieme. The 

·final submission, as approved by Federal Council and amended 
to emphasise the above, stated that the lAC Recommendations 
were not acceptable in total, or for immediate implement8.tion, 
because-

1. The report was incomplete in making no assessmerlt'of the ef
fect on the wine industry of its recommendations for the .Dried 
Vine·Fruits Industry. 

2. The Enquiry·did not include an in-depth examination of export 
marketing. 

3. Insufficient information had been given on the ability of the 
Commonwealth to enforce a two-Pool scheme, or of the 
willingness of the States to implement complementary 
legislation to permit such a scheme to operate. 

4. The time was inopportune for further retrenchments in the 
Dried Fruits producing areas. 

The submission was lodged with the Department of Primary In
dustry in July 1976. -

As reported elsewhere no official advice has yet been 
received from the Government. It is. understood that the Inter
Department Committee's Report w8s submitted to Cabinet in 
February last but was- referred back fo'r further information. 

This Enquiry was ordered by the then Prime Minister, The 
Han. E. G. Whittam, on March 11 1974 ..:..... over 3 years ago -
and the Report and Recommendations of the Commission were 
first presented to the Minister for Business and Consumer Af
fairs in January 1976 ---some 18 months ago. Already much of 
the evidence given to the Enquiry is in-need of revision. The 
ADFA was one of the few primary industry Associations which 
opposed the formation of.the lAC. We did so for two reasons-
1. The Terms of Reference could be so worded by the Govern

ment that it could· influence the direction of the Enquiry and 
the findings. · 
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2. There would be a compl~te breakdown in effective liaison bet
ween the Industry and the Minister on any subject referred to 
the Commission. 

We still stand by these sentiments. Admittedly we can still see 
the Minister, and he is very good to us in this respect, but his 
hands are also tied by the Act- and such interviews on subjects 
before the Commission are at best non-productive and at worst 
an exercise in futility. 

We still believe that the Minister, with the advice of his 
specialised Department, should have the right to determine and 
recommend Industry matters without the need to refer to an out
side- and largely academic- Commission. 

Enquiry into Citrus Industry. On 10-11-1976 the Association 
presented a submission to, and gave evidence before, the Citrus 
Enquiry. The submission was based on the lAC Recommen
dations for diversification away from Sultana growing and con
cluded by saying: 

The pre-requisite to a change (from Sultanas) to citrus is the 
assurance of a ·.stable and continuing Industry capable of 
providing a reasonable return to growers. This cannot be 
assured under present import policy, but could be assured if 
there is effective control on imports. 

This Association requests that the Commission recommend 
that imports be restricted to the short-fall between Australian 
production and Australian consumption, with quotas deter
mined annually and available only to Processors handling 
Australian produced citrus. 

Export inspection of rural products. The Government has 
decided, because of the difficult economic conditions facing 
rural industry generally and the fact that special assistance to 
some industry sectors was under active consideration, that it 
would not be appropriate at the present time to introduce 
charges for export inspection. · 

The Question of a future introduction of charges for export in
spection will be kept under conside~ation by the Minister for 
Primary Industry, who has over-riding responsibility for export in
spection, and reviews would be made as appropriate, taking into 
account the particular circumstances facing individual industries 
at the time. 

Enquiry into rural research. NO further advice has been 
received on this Enquiry. An independent Committee is also 
examining CSIRO activities and verbal evidence has been sub
mitted. 

The possibility of the $-for-$ research subsidy being withdrawn 
is, apparently, one of the aspects being examined. 

Tariff Enquiries. As mentioned earlier under "Marketing" 
evidence has been submitted to two Enquiries, including three 
separate submissions on the possible removal of primage duties. 
Public Hearings of this Enquiry were to have commenced .this 
month, but have now been postponed to later in the year. 

The Board did consider the need to seek a Temporary 
Assistance Authority (TAA) Hearings in respect to Turkish 
Sultanas, but was advised that, possibly, the Minister for Primary 
Industry already had the power to intervene. Accordingly, the 
following telegram was forw'!rded to the Minister: 

If you do not already hold power under authority' of lAC 
recommendations to apProve additional tariff protection 
against imports. of foreign Dried Vine Fruits this Association 
requests referral to TAA. There would be littl~ additional 
evidenCe we could give to further resulting lAC Enquiry other 
than up-date statistics and detail present and potential import 
situation. As selling price of Turkish fruit unrelated to price 
received by grower, request complete embargo on imports or 
similar protection. Federal Government already financially in
volved through present Stabilisation Plan. 

As ·assurance by ·the importer that no further supplies of 
Turkish Sultanas Would be ordered and the later increase in ex
port prices has, for the present, removed the need for a special 
Hearing. 
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Temporary Assistance Autha:rlty. Recent amendmentS to the 
Act, largely arising from the recommendations of the recently 
formed Parliamentary Horticultural Sub Committee. g:ave the 
TAA greater flexibility in .recommending .protection or assis
tance. The reQuirement that the granting of TTA protection or 
assistance being necessarily followed by a full lAC EnQUiry has 
also been modified. 

Parliamentary Horticultural Sub~Commlttee. Representatives Of 
horticultural industries, inCluding The ADFA;· met ·with the 
Parliamentary Horticultural Sub-Committee in Canberra on 
August 12 1976. The Horticultural Sub-Committee is a section of 
the Parliamentary Rural Committee. The meeting was chaired by 
Mr Bruce Lloyd, MHR, with other members of the Sub-Commit
tee being present. The Minister for Agriculture, Han. I. Sinclair, 
welcomed delegates to the meeting, but did not remain for 
discussiohs. 

Much of the discussion at Canberra wa$ devoted to imports 
and there was a strong call for a clear statement of policy from 
the Government, delegates pointing out that It was impossible 
for industries to plan ahead unless they were assured of protec
tion from low cost imports. 

The role of the lAC and TAA were discussed in detail, it 
generally being considered- The ADFA dissenting- that the 
two bodies should be maintained but proCedUres amended to 
allow for Quicker Hearings. 

Other subjects introduced included: 

Rural taxation. 
Formation of a National Rural Bank. 
Provision of Government finance to assist in orderly marketing 
schemes. 
Disaster (crop loss) insurances. 
The _wine industry. With drying variety grapes now makiog up 

some 28 per cent of total winery intake, and Sultanas alone 
making up 15 per cent of totai Intake, the two Industries are now 
so closely inter~related that the welfare of one is vital to the 
welfare of the other. It was therefore, disturbing to note that for 
the first time in many years it was necessary to establish an 
emergency pool in South Australia to absorb gi"apes surplus to 
winery re_Quirements. The emergency pool waS financed by a 
loan of $130,000 from the South Australian Government. 

Apart from a slight slackening off in;fhe r'ate of increase in the 
sale of drY Whfte wines two hi:ctors must heavily influence this 
inability of the wine -industry_ to absorb all of the Season 1977 
harvest. These are: 

1. The increasing imports of foreign wines. 

2. The decline in brandy consumption since the increaSe in ex
cise in 1973. 

Clearances of imported wine onto the Australian market since 
1972 are as follows: 

Year 
1972/1973 ............... . 
1973/1974 ............... . 
1974/1975 ............... . 
1975/1976 (a) ............ . 

(a) Preliminary 

' 
Clearances of Imported Wine 

{Unit : Litres) 

Quantity P~r cent Change 
2,708,069 
3,663,191 35. 
4,605,325 26 
6,247,107 36 

Source: Au~tralian Bureau of Statistics. 

This shows an increase of 131 per cent in three years and 
unless some protection is given against i!"DPOrts will undoubtedlY 
increase. 

In the same period the clearances of brandy, both domestic 
and imported, have decreased from 4.5m litres for 1973 to 3.3m 
litres in 1976. · 

Becau,se I believe this down-tUrn in brandy s"ales is of tremen~ 
dous importance to the Australian grape induStry I take the 
liberty of presenting the·· following extracts from the Australian 
Wine Board Annual Report 1975/1976: 
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Ooomeotio 

Year ended 30th J~ne 

CLEARANCES OF BRANOY' 

)Oom.,llc and Imported) 

Unit: Kilclitr•• of Alo~<>hol 

So~ roe; Au•tralian Bureau of Stolistics 

"Since At!gust 1973, the excise on Australian brandy has in~ 
creased from $3.08 per litre of alcohol to $10.21 per litre of 

'alcohol, an increase of 231 per Cent. The excise on imported 
whisky in August 1973 was $4.93 per litre of alcohol. which ac~ 
corded Australian brandy a 60 per cent excise advantage over 
imported whisky. · 

"The current excise level on imported whisky is $10.87 per litre 
of alcohol. In other words, the excise advantage of Australian 
brandy vis-a~vis imported whisky has fallen from 60 per cent to 6 
per cent ·in two years. Similarly, Australian brandy's excise ad
vantage over imported brandy has fallen from 6.2 per cent to 1.9 
percent. 

"It is significant that the excise level of Australian brandy now 
matches the excise level of Australian whisky. While Australian 
whisKy has always enjoyed a 66c per litre of p.lcohol excise ad
vantage over imported whisky, as against Australian-brandy's 19c 
per litre of alcohol advantage over imported brandy, the 
diniinishing relative effectiveness of that 66c advantage would 
clearly be a major factor behind the fall in clearances of 
Australian whisky and it is noteworthy that one major Australian 
whisky distillery has recently closed. 

"The industry is naturally concerned that a simlilar fate may 
await some Australian brandy stills unless the Government takes 
action to arrest the decline in Australian brandy clearances. By 
contrast. imported whisky clearances are not only expected to 
increase absolutely in 1975/1976, but also to increase their 
share of the Australian potable spirits market. from-37.7 per cent 
in 1974/1975to40.9 percent in 1975/1976." 

A further factor affecting proprietary wine-ries is the R·epeal of 
Section 31A of the Income Tax -Act which previously allowed 
special stock values on wine and encouraged the holding of 
stocks for maturation. The need to meet these increased taxation 
demands has, undoubtedly, reduced cash availability within the 
Industry. 

The Association submitted evidence to the Senate Inquiry into 
the effect of taxation on the wine industry and requested a re
statement of Section 31A. 

The. possibility of the establishment in Sunraysia of a further 
one or two wineries has been fully reported under "Items 
Referred". Whether The ADFA can clai.m credit for these moves 
is not known, but I believe we were instrumental in influencing 
the decisions of the companies involved. 

Non-ASsociation activities. The Angas Park Fruit Co .. unfor
tunately, continues to remain outside The ADFA and the 
possibility of it joining with us is seemingly remere. The Board 
has examined means of enforcing eQualisation under statutory 
control and, as reported elsewhere, has presented a submission 
to the Department of Primary Industry for evaluation. 

, The withdrawal of the appeal by the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board against the Magistrate's decision in Mildura means that 
there is now no restriction on the interstate movement of fruit. 
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This ,leaves Angas· Park Fruit Co. free to purchase at will from 
ViCtoria or New South Wales. 

The·. resplution from SA State Conference ADFA that the 
Boa'rd of Management should approach Angas Park Fruit co: for 
fina;ncial support to the Association was not approved by the · 
Board. 

SA Industries Assistance Corporation. Officers of the Cor
poration were supplied with details of South Australian produc
tion history and potential during a visit to Head Office ln 
February as part of their investigations into the Riverland fruit ir'i
dustries. 

It is_understood that the Corporation has since recommended 
that the value of. sales ta'x collected in the Riverland each year 
within the fruit processing industries, about $500,000 a year, 
should be made available to the respective industries for 
rationalisation. 

Stabilisation, Season 1976. In early March 1977, Head Office 
completed its calculation of bounty payable on Season 1976 
Sultanas and ·made claim for an advance payment of 90 per cent. 

Final calculations were: 

Per Tonne:. 

Estimated sweatbox return ............................. $405.73 
BAE base price .................... · ................... , . 427.73 

Deficiency ............ , ....... : .......................... 22.00 
Give-or-take ............................................. 10.00 

Net deficiency .......................................... $12.00 

90_per cent advance ........... · ......... .' ................ $10.80 

The amount of bounty is less than previously estimated as, in 
early calculations, packing costs ancj charges had been taken at 
$100atonne. Theactual·charges were much lOWer: 

Department of Primary Industry Officers inspected Head Of
fice and CDFS Pty. Ltd. accounts on March 29 and, at the time of 
writing this report, the payment was expected to be made to 
growers in June, having been delayed because of the absence of 
cabinet from Canberra. fpaidlune 24.J 

1971/1975. MOvement of monies within the funds for the 
original five years of the Plan was: 

Currants Sultanas Raisins 
$ $ $ 

Season 1971 Bounty -35,881 -321,305 
Season 1972 Bounty + 26,744 + 126,181 
Season ·1972 Contribution -381,688 
Season 1973) 
Season 1974) 
Season 1975) 

.Tot~l bounty paid by Govt. 9,137 702,993 

Total contributions by growers 126,181 

'In Seasons 1973, 1974 and 1975 all varieties would 
have had to p~y rhaximum contributions of $20 per tonne had 
to_nnage been in excess of the minima provided in the Act. 

'18-July, 1977 

FIESEARCH 

Statutory Research Fund. Dried Fruits Research Trust Ac
count, statement of receipts and payments for the period of July 
11975, to June 30 1976. 

Balance as at July 1 1975 
Receipts: 
Levy collections: 

$ 

Dried Vine Fruits .......... 34,268.77 
Dried Tree Fruits .......... 4,190.99 
Prunes .... , ... : .......... 7,266.79 

$ 

Sub-total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.726.55 
Commonwealth Government 
Contributions: 

Dried Vine Fruits .......... ' 36,014.03 
Dried Tree Fruits .......... 18,728.74 
Prunes ................... 13,530.68 

Sub-total . . . . . . . . . . 68,273.45 
Miscellaneous Income (Includes 
interest from investments) 7,051.11 

Total receipts to June 30 1976 
Payments: 
Research: 

Dried Vine Fruits .......... 85,662.07 
Dried Tree Fruits .......... -34,369.01 
Prunes ................... 15,374.26 

Sub-total ..... . 
Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,301.08 

Total payments to June 30 1976 
Trust Account Balance as at 

June 30 1976 ............ . 

7,051.11 

135.405.34 

2,301.08 

$ 
100,985.47 

121,051.11 

137,706.42 

84,330.16 

Further to its policy that all research projects should be 
finalised or brought to ·a stage where termination would be 
possible by December 1977, members did not approve any new 
research projects at the Budget meeting in December 1976. Th€ 
following projects were recommended for continuing assistance 
for a furthe~ period ofone year: 

CSIRO 

Processing and quality control of Dr·ied Vine Fruits. 
Source of Hydrocarbon residues on Dried Fruits. 

NSW Department of Agriculture 
Trickle irrigation of Prunes- fruit sizing investigations. 
Trellis drying of Sultanas. 
Prune quality investigations. 
Fruit tree moth :borer control in Prunes. 

Victorian Department of Agriculture 
Contamination by insects of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Effects of heat treatment and viruses on the yield of 
grapevines. 
Rain dclmage of grapes. 
Trellising and spacing trials of Gordos on resistant root

,-,, stocks. 

~psland u.,iversity 
The wettin§ of grape wax. 

To ensure even closer liaison between CSIRO and the ln-
1 dustry a local liaison sub-committee is being formed to cover 

each line of research undertaken at CSIRO, Merbein. This will 
allow practical day-to-day evaluation of the research, both as a 
rneans of guiding the research pattern and providing rapid 
dissemination of. the ~nowl_edge to growers and Packers. 

Following the retirement of Messrs. S. J. Lancaster and H. A. 
Watson from the Board of Management these members also 
retired from the Statutory Research Committee and were 
replaced by Messrs. V. L. Byrnes and H. M. Tankard. 
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The term of membership of the Committee expired on May 30 
1977, and all members, on the nomination of The ADFA, were 
re-appointed with the exception of Mr J. C. Harrison who in
dicated his wish to withdraw from the Committee, Mr R. G. Hers
burgh was appointed in his stead. The research levy for Season 
1976 remained unchanged from previous years at: · 

Dried Vine Fruits ................. · ............... 50c per tonne 
Dried Tree Fruits & Prunes ..................... $2.50 per tonne 

The Board is recommending that for Season 1977 Federal 
Council approve an increase in levy rates for Vine and Tree 
Fruits to-

Dried Vine Fruits ............... $1.00 per tonne 
Dried Tree Fr.uits .............. $5.00 per tonne, 

with Prunes remaining unchanged at $2.50 per tonne. 

Educational. The Board was not successful in obtaining ADFA 
representation on the Victorian Advisory Council on Agricultural 
Education, the Minister advising: 

. The Act provides power for the Minister to nominate two 
members of Council at his discretion and very importantly 
provides the Council, with the approval of the Minister, the 
power to co-opt a person or persons to assist it in the perfor
mance of its functions. I consider that this latter provision will 
provide the means for involving groups, organisations and in
dividuals not covered (by membership) and it is my intention 
that the Council should make the fullest possible use of this 
power. 

XXth International Horticultural Congress. The Board has now 
received details of the purpose and scope of the XXth Inter
national Horticultural Congress which is to be held in Sydney in 
1978. 

The aim of the Congress is to attract and encourage the atten
dance of practical horticulturalists-viticulturalists and 
floriculturalists as well as scientists, and also to impress the need 
of horticulture on the Australian people. The Congress is to be 
held at Sydney university, with the opening ceremony at the 
Sydney Opera House. Tours for the visitors will be arranged 
through all States. One tour will take in Mildura and Riverland 
and it is on this tour that The ADFA participation would be of 
great help to the organisers. 

It is estimated that $180,000 will be needed to run the 
Congress of which it is hoped, to obtain $90,000 from registration 
fees and $40,000 from Federal and State Governments. $50,000 
will need to be raised from national associations and companies 
of which $30,000 has so far been promised; 

The Board has agreed: 

to donate $5,000 towards the cost of running the Congress, 
payable in two equal annual instalments of $2,500; and 

if found practical, to participate in the Congress displays. 

Lay moisture meter. An approach to the Board on the 
possibility of the developer of the Lay moisture meter receiving 
assistance from the Dried Fruits Rese~rch Fund for laboratory 
calibration and standard testing of his machine was not con
sidered of sufficient priority to Warrant the allocation of research 
monies. The Board was also of the opinion that this cost should 
be borne by the developer, particularly as, under the rules of the 
Research Fund, all information arising from the evaluation Would 
need to be made public. 

Apricot cutter and spreader. The South Australian Department 
of Agriculture is reported to have made good progress ·in the 
development of a prototype Apricot cutting and spreading 
machine. This research is being subsidised by grant from the 
Reserve Bank. 

Tree Fruits products. The Board has received a -request 
through SA State Conference ADFA to meet with the SA Depart
ment of Agriculture to discuss research into rlew products- for 
Dried Tree Fruits. It is noted that research monies have already 
been made available to BCPU Ltd. for research into "Kamaradin" 
type products and that CSIRO Food Research Laboratories have 
effected methods for the production of Dried Tree Fruits pastes 
and powders. All of these type products appear to be facing a 
marketing rather than a production problem: 
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The Board has advised that it is willing to meet with the Depart
ment but -is uncertain how further 'ADFA expenditure on this 
research could be warranted. · 

Viticultural Nursery. Approach has been received -on the 
possibility of The ADFA Viticultural Nursery at lrymple being fur
therdeve!oped for the propagation of-additional rootstocks. 

As any further development would primarily be for the advan
tage of the wine industry, present rootstock availability being 
sUfficient to cover the immediate need- of the Dried Fruits ln
du~try, means of jointly financing the proposed extensions are 
now being examined. - · 

ADMINISTRATION 

In most ways th9 past year has been full.qf frustrations. 

Almost every mOve we have made at Government level was 
blocked by the need to await Cabinet decision on the lAC 
Report. I hope we can pass 'this hurdle Very soon and get on with 
planning the future of the Industry. . 

Government liaison. The Board Chairman has maintained close 
liaison with the Minister of Primary Industry and his Department, 
and has held discussions with the New SoUth Wales and South 
AUstralian Ministers of Agriculture. There are a number of 
problems which will require discussions with all appropriate 
State Ministers within the next month or two and these visits will 
commence soon after Council. It has not yet been possible to 
visit Western Australia, but this may be combined with Branch 
and trade visits to that State later this year. 

National Outlook Conference. The Board- Chairman and 
General- Secretary-Manager again attended the BAE National 
Agricultural Outlook Conference and again there seems to be a 
gradual loss of impact. Some smaller industries have elected to 
present papers only on a tWo yearly basis. 

The Conference does provide a good opportunity for ~eeting 
with other industry leaders. 

Australian Horticultural Growers' Counclt. The establishment of 
this Council, to represent,Australian horticultural growers, -has 
now been finalised and The ADFA obtained membership. The 
Council is a useful forum for discussing, formulating policy and 
ini.tiating action on matters affecting horticulture. 

Grower liaison. Board. members have again maintained close 
liaison with Branches and District Councils. 
• Committees. Following the retiremen't Of Messrs. Lancaster 
and Watson, Board representation on Committees has been 
changed as follows: 

Statutory Research Committee 
Messrs. V. L ByrneS and H. M. Tankard replacing 
Messrs. S. J. Lancaster and H. A. Watson. 

Viticulture Nursery 
Mr H. M. Tankard replacing MrS. J. Lancaster. 

ADFA Production Problems Committee 
Mr J. L' T. Dickie replacing Mr H. A Watson. 

AOFA Salinity Committee 
Mr J. L. T. Dickie (unchanged). 

Plant Research Laboratory Advisory Committee 
Mr J._ LT. Dickie (unchanged). 

-CSIRO Vine Improvements Research Committee 
Mr V. L Byrnes replacing Mr H. A Watson. 

The Dried FruitS Stabilisation Committee Limited 
MrV. L Byrnes replacing Mr H. A Watson. 

Personal accident,· Board, Committee_ members and Federal 
Council Delegates. While not required under ADFA Rules 'and 
Regulations to effect insurance it has been standard practice for 
many years to take out personal accident cover over Board and 
Committee members while engaged in Association duties, arid 
on Federal Council delegates. The AssOciation's insurer-s have 
now advised that this type of insurance will no longer be 
available to members of 70 years of age or over. 

The matter is listed for further discuSsion under another 
Agenda item. 
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Branch representation. In accordance with the resolution of 
Federal Council 1975, Branch tonnages on a five-year

1 
average 

up to. a'ld including, Season 1976 have been calculated and on 
Branches with more than one representative shows: 

Coomealla ............... . 
Merbein ................. . 
Midura ................... . 
Red Cliffs ................ . 
Aobinvale .......... · ...... . 

Branch tonnage 
6,741 

10,200 
19,359 
14,554 
8,106 

Representation 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 

On this basis, Robinvale is entitled to have Rule 23(a) amen
ded at this Council to provide for one e~tra delegatf!J, the new 
representation CommenCing at Fe(jeral Council 1978. However, 
as the present average is influenced by a production of 11,996 
tonnes in Season 1972, and as that season will be dropped in 
calculating the next 5-year average, the Rule will again need to 
be changed at Federal Council 1978, and in 1979 Robinvale will 
revert to 3 de.legates. On present production levels 3 delegates 
would then appear to be the norm for, at least, the next several 
years. 

Publications. Two ADFA publications were released during the . 
year: ' 

Statistics of the Dried Fruits Industry for the 25 years 1951· 
1975, 
prepared by the General Secretary-Manager and Head Office 
staff; and 

"Chaffey's Kingdom", 
illustrated by Cedric Emanuel and published b~ MacMillans. 

The latter booklet was officially .launched by the Board Chair-
man at a reception to visiting journalists to Mildura on the 
evening of Wednesday, APril 29. The visit to the Murray by jour
nalists from major newspaper and television interests was 
organised by the North West Tourist Development Association. 
The booklet is selling quite well in the River touriSt areas. 

The "Australian Dried Fruit News" continues to be of good service 
in passing Association and Industry news to growers. UnfOr
tunately, it has not yet been possible to obtain advertising to help 
defray costs. 

. "Raisin Joe". The Association is ii"rthe process of having the 
name and caricature of "Raisin Joe" registered as a Trade Mark. 

Unfortunately, this is not proving easy as the Association is not 
using the mark on any trade goodS~ 

Historic records. Action has been taken in Head Office to 
preserve the early records of the Industry and Association. 
These include Board, Annual Cohference and. Federal Council 
Minut~s froni l909 to the present date, with the exception of 
1924 where bot~ the Board and Federal Council Minutes· are 
missing. 

Before its re-structuring in 1924,.The_'ADFA wasa·.loosely-knit 
organisation with much of the authority being- directed by the 
State Presidents. These State Associations met annually and this 
annual conference was really the.p"nly nationai-ADFA activity for 
the year.' For this reason much of, the early history of the 
Association is recorded only in· B~anch. and District Council 
Minutes and it is the Board's intention to ask Branches to either 
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1. present these Minutes to ~ead Office for preservation; or 

2. loan the Minutes, so that photostatic copies can be taken for 
preservation. 

Office machines. It has been necessary during the year to 
replace office machinery to a cost of about $5,500. In the same 
time redundant accounting machinery to the value of $2,200 has 
been sold. 

The main replacement was the offset printer, the old machine 
having reached the end of its economic life. 

GENERAL 

Honors. It is with pleasure that the Board records itS 
congratulations to Mr R. B. Curtis, MBE, on the honor conferred 
on him by Her Majesty the ·Queen in the 1977 New Year 
Honors' List. It is appropriate that the honor was the services 
rendered to the Dried Fruits Industry. · 

Congratulations are also extended to Mr W. B. Hawson, BEM, 
who was awarded this honor for services on the First Mildura 
Irrigation Trust. 

Retirements. The Board records its appreciation for the long 
service given to the lnPustry by Mr J. B. Carvosso of GaiJin & 
Co .• Ltd. who had served on the Board of Management and was a 
long-time member of both the Tree Fruits and Prunes Commit
tees. 

·obituary. It is with regret that I advise of the death of Mr Morris 
J. Cohen.on July 14 1976. Mr Cohen had been Auditor of The 
ADFA for at least the last 30 years and had a long association 
with the Industry. 

Acknowledgements 

Press. We are again indebted to Mr G. Tilley,--- ,Editor, 
"Sunraysia Daily", for the extensive coverage he has giverl to the 
Industry and for assisting in the preparation of press releases. 

Liaison with other producing area newsPapers, radio and 
television has also been maintained at a cordial level and there 
has been a high usage of Industry materia!. 

Dried Fruits Boards. The closest co-operation continues to be 
received from the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board and the 
various State Boards, both directly and through the State Dried 
FruitS Boards' Consultative Committee. Contact with the Export 
Control Board and the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, at ad
ministrative level. is almost on a daily basis, and frequent with 
New South Wales and South Australia. A request by the Minister 
of Primary Industry for ADFA comment on the structure and 
representation of the Control Board is listed as' a separate 
Agenda item. 

Government members. I recor,d with appreciation the co~ 
operation. assistance and understanding given to the Industry by 
the various members of the Australian and State Parliaments 
representing growing areas. 

Government departmentS. I also record with appreciation the 
assistance we have recefved during the year from Officers of the 
Department of Primary Industry, State Departments of Agriculture, 
CSIRO and other Government Departments with which we are 
associated. 

I would particularly like to record my appreciation to Mr R. S. 
Swift, OBE, Deputy Secretary, Department of Primary Industry, 
who has been appointed Minister (Cominercial) to the Australian 
Embassy in Washington and will be taking up his duties in August 
next. We wish him well in his new appointment. 

Statf.Our thanks are again extended to Head Office staff who 
have attended to the needs of the Board and Industry with cour
tesy and efficiency. 

For, and on behalf, the Board, 

July 6 1977. 

Frank Gill, 
·chairman, 

ADFA Board of Management. 
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ITEMS REFERRED FROM FEDERAL COUNCIL, 1976 

In the following report the resolutions of Federal Council, 1976, are quoted and the Board of 
Management reports on action taken. 

Item 18. Impact of increased promotional expenditure Item 21. Equalisation 
That ADFA agents prepare a report on the likely impact of a scale 

of increased promotion monies and report back to the Board of 
Management. 

At the April 1977 Board meeting agents submitted a 
preliminary report on the need to increase promotional 
expenditure and sought an increase in commission rates. 

Agents have agreed to submit their proposal direct1o Federal 
Council and the matter has been listed for discussion as a 
separate Agenda item.--

Item 21. Report to inter~departmental c9mmittee 
1. That this Federal Council endorses the Board's draft submission on 

the lAC Report as a ne!(otiating document, and insists that further 
negotiations be held at Ministerial/eve/ after the Inter-departmental 
Committee has made its recommendations to Cabinet. 

Although The ADFA submission was sent to the Department of 
Primary Industry by due date (July 16th) the report of the 
lnter-d~oat1mental Committee_ wa's not received by Cabinet until 
some t1me 1n late February. It is understood the report has been 
referred back to the Committee for further information. 

The Board will meet, and commence negotiations, as soon as a 
decision has been made. on the Industries Assistance 
Commission's Recommendation by Cabinet. 
2. That as an initiative to Sultana growers to diversify the 

reconstruction recommendations be widened so that all· Sultana 
wowers be eligible for concessional loans for reconstrnction into 
other production. 

This resolution was covered by amending the introduction to 
Recommendation 11 of the report to the Industries ~Assistance 
Commission to read: 

"That the reconstrnction proposals be implemented and widened to 
allow easier access to concessional reconstruction loans, . , " 

3. That the Government, when drafting legislation, appreciates the 
need for severe penalties for those packers and growers who choose 
to operate outside the proposed two-pool plan, if implemented, and 
thereby undermine the proposed legislation. 

This will be further discussed with the Government as soon as 
it is known if an excise scheme is to be introduced. 
4. That pens(ons be available at an earlier age to older growers, who 

wish to retire from Dried Fruit growing, under the vine-pull scheme. 

The Board was, and still is, of the opinion that this 
recommendation could not be incorporated in isolation in a 
reconstruction scheme for the Dried Fruits Industry, but 'would 
need to be accepted by the Government as poliCy for inclusion 
in all rural reconstruction schemes. Accordingly, the idea has 
been discussed with other industry organisations and in 
particular with the Australian Horticultural Growers' Council 
which can, in turn, refer it to the Australian Farmers' Federation. 

The ide~ has not met with any enthusiastic response at 
Departmental lev·el, mainly because of the legal and 
constitutional problems associated with it. 
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That the Government implem~mt an exercise on Australian sales to 
enforce equalisations of proceeds to growers. 

In a confidential attachment to the submission tb the 
Inter-departmental , Committee detailing the effect of 
non-Association competition the Association recommended the 
implementation of legislation to provide for ' · 

an equalisation scheme enforced by a levy on Australian sales with 
proceeds distributed back to growers on a production basis. 

This would appear to avoid the objections raised in respect to 
a two-pool scheme. Distribution of the levies would be on equal 
basis and no complementary State Legislation would app.ear 
necessary. 

Having been advised that the Government was not favourably 
disposed towards tax or excise on sales, the Boilrd later 
amended its request to: 

An excise on packed weight production payable by packers on 
behalf of growers with an immediate credit of excise on export sales 
and the remaining proceeds distributed back to growers/packers in 
proportion to total production. 

This matter is also referred to in the separate Agenda items on 
statutory control. 

Item 22. Statutory research fund 
That it be a recommendation to the Government that product 
development on market research be included in the Terms of 
Reference of the Dried Vine Fruits Research Committee. 

The Board has had substantial, but not total, success in having 
this resolution implemented. Following advice received from the 
Attorney-General's Department the Committee has agreed that 
work funded should include:· 

". . . investigation into the economics of producing, processing or 
packaging a newly-developed Dried Fruit product and the 
investigation of its likely economic viability in the event that it is 
produced on a commercial basis. " 

·This meanS that the Committee can finance market research· 
on new product development but cannot finance promotional
activities to launch the ne'w product. 

Item 23. Production control 
That ihe Board of Mana[:ement ask the State Ministers of 
Agriculture to consider the registration of grape vines as a means of 
controlling production of both wine and drying variety grapes. 

This matter was discussed:·with The Han. D. Day, New South 
Wales Minister of 'Agriculture and Decentralisation, in October 
1976. The ·Minister was·dol_lbtful whether control of plantings 
was warranted, but agreed to have the matter further 
investigate.d. · 

Discussions were also .held in Sydney with Officers of the 
NSW Wetter ResoUrces Commission on policy in respect to water 
allocation·s. 

The ·Officers·advised that:objectioris to applications for water 
licences could only be receiY,ed fro·m individuals or-from bodies 
corporate. As The ADFA WBs han-incorporated its objections 
could not be accePted.· 
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Subsequently the Officers agreed that MIDA Ltd. could act fo~ 
The ADFA in lodging future objections. 

During discussions the Officers advised: 
1. No further water allocations would be mcide from the Murray 

as all water entitlements, including the additional allocation 
from Dartmouth, had been fully committed. 

2. Some water was still -available from the Murrumbidgee but to 
date no application for vine plantings had been received. The 
Murrumbidgee was considered _free of salinity and the onus of 
proof would be on the. Association if salinity was used as_ a 
basis for objection. 

3. Water was available from the Darling· and one major project !s 
already in progress. This is an area of some 1,000 hectares 
situated some 40 kilometres above Wentworth. The usual 
administrative restriction on 100 acres for horticulture would 
apply. The Darling is also considered to be free of .saliriity:' 

4. A licence could be granted on the specific conditions' that 
vines .could not be grown or, alternatively, that_SultanaS could 
not be grown - it was possible to nominat¢ a specific variety. 
These prohibitions remained a.ttached to the licence and any 
contravention could result in: water bei,ng cut-off from the 
block. 

5. It is possible that a general objection from The ADFA to the 
Commissioner setting olit the present marketing position of 
Sultanas · would be sufficient to have th~ Commissioners 
consider a complete prohibition of Sultana pla·ntings on all 
new water licences. 

Subsequently a detailed submission, based on present 
production and normal marketing conditions, was lodged with 
the Commissioner. A further submission based on water 
availability is yet to be cOmpleted. A reply to the first submissi'on 
has not yet been received ·and, in the meantime, MIDA Ltd. will 
lodge objections in response to individual applications. 

In Victoria there is a stay on all appl'ications for water rights 
from the Murray/GoulbLirn system pending inVestigations by a 
special committee. 

Neither the Victorian nor the New South Wales Departments 
of Agriculture are in favour of vine registrations. 

In Western Australia there is-no restriction on the planting <;>f 
·Sultanas, or any other grapes, and there is no possibility of 
obtaining restrictions. 

Item 24. Taxation - casual workers and church arid charitable 
orgilnlsations 

That Federal Council request the Board of Management to see!c 
dispensation from the Taxation Department of casual workers in the 
fruit industry as regards the new laws in relation to rebate 
declaration forms. 

'This resolution was submitted to the Federal Treasurer who 
- subsequently advised: 

"The a
1
pplicc'ltion of the general arrangements does present 

difficulties for people who, while having no other employment, 
work throughout the year for irregular periods or for a large 
number of employers. As a result of the unusual conditions 
under which such persons work, the Commissioner of Taxation 
has devised a special daily schedule of instalment deductions. 
This schedule takes into account the general rebate to which 
each taxpayer is entitled, and so generally results in lower tax 
instalment deductions than would otherwise be the case for 
this type of employee. 

·~If an'-er:nployee believes that he falls ·into this c~tegory, he 
should apply to the Taxation Office .for permission to have tax 

·instalments deducted from his earnings in accordance with 
this special schedule. Where approval is granted for an 
employee to have these arrangements applied, a certificate 
and a schedule will be issued to the -employee for presentation 
tO each employer. The employee has to keep the certificate 
and schedule in his possession." 

'It should be noted that onus of application to qucilify for this 
type of deduction is on the worker. 
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A further query, although not submitted as a motion, was also 
brought up during ·debate. This referred to grower responsibility 
in respect to taxation deductions where a ~::hurch, sporting or 
charitable organisation undertook harvest work as a means of 
raising funds, with payment for the work going to the church or 
organisation. This Was referred to the Deputy Commissioner of 
Taxation who advised: 

"With reference to your letter· ... concerning the matter of 
tax- instalment deductions. You are adVised that from the 
information given therein, no payments are made direct to 
persons individually for their labour and, therefore, no 
employer-employee relationship exists. 

"However, if any person receives payment through the 
sporting or charitable organisation for their share of the labour 
performed arrangements must be made for the grower 
concerned to deduct the relevant tax deduction." 

Item 25. Co-operative winery 

That the Board of Management be requested to ascertain the 
commercial prospects of a co-operative winery in the Sunraysia 
district, and what finance and Government assistance would be 
available. 

lrilmediately following Federal Council the Chairman discussed 
with Mildura Shire Council the aSsistance which it, or the 
Victorian Government, could offer to a new winery establishing 
on the Victorian side of the Murray. Similar discussions were 
also held with Mr D. Day, Minister of Agriculture and 
Decentralisation, to ascertain the attitude of the NSW 
Government towards the establishment of a new winery in NSW 
Sunraysia. Later a site at Buronga presently held by the Water 
Resources Commission and which could be made available was 
examined. 

Again, almost immediately following the issue of the press 
statement from Federal Co.uncil, the Chairman was approached 
by a major SA ·winery and, at its request, was later present during 
negotiations with the Shire of Mildura. It was hoped that this 
company would have commenced preliminary operation in 
Mildura for the 1977 Season but these plans had to be 
abandoned. It is now hoped that the company will be in 
operation by Season 1978. 

A second winery company witti major operatiOns fn two States 
was also introduced_ by the Cha1rman and General 
Secretary-Manager and later its management also visited the 
area and examined sites in both Victoria and New South Wales. 
This corTipany has subsequently obtained the land at Buronga 
from the NSW Water ResourCes Commission and should 
commence development within the next few months. It is 
expected to take from 7,500-10,000 tonnes fresh grapes in the 
first year, gradually increasing. 

It is also known that a third company has conducted a 
feasibility study of the· area, although The ADFA has not been 
actively approached. 

The establishment of a local co-operative has also "been 
considered and the assistance of several major South Australian 
wineries has been promised should this project prove the most 
desirable. 

On first consideration this seemed the most attractive of the 
various B./tel-natives as it would give grower shareholders an 

·assured outlet. However, as it would have no established market 
outlets, its development would have to be gradual, with intake 
over the first five or more years unlikely to exceed 10,000 
tonnes fresh grapes. As a shareholder would expect a minimum 
quota of at least 100 tonnes, this would only provide an outlet for 
(say) 100 growers and such a small number of shareholders 
could not be expected to provide the capital necessary to 
establish the co-operative. The alternative would be a large 
number of shareholders with only limited access for their grapes 
-again not a very attractive situati'on. 

The present feeling of the Board is that the establishment of 
one or two of the already established maj9r wineries in 
Sunraysia would be more advantageous that the formation Of a 
local co-operative. These companies already have assured 
marketing outlets and could provide a service from grower to 
consumer within their already existing operation. 
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Item 29. School children free packs 

That the Board of Management make a vigorous approach to 
appropriate Government Departments and Ministers with a view to 
providing packs of Dried Frnit to primary school children. 

A detailed report by the Executive Home Economist on the 
possibiliy of obtaining Education Departmental and 
administrative support to this resolution was ·submitted to the 
Board in October. It was noted that dental health sections were 
not unanimous in supporting Dried Fruits as some persons 
interviewed believed Diied Fruits could contribute-towards tooth 
decay. · 

The report also detailed the attitude of some school canteens 
towards Dried Fruits, this being most enthusiastic. Packer 
members pointed out that considerable quantities of 40-gr packs 
-already subsidised by the Industry,- were being sold through 
school canteens and that the introduction of alternative sources 
of supply could reduce this oUtlet. 

A pilot scheme was to have been introduced early in the new 
school year at two selected school canteens with Dried Fruits 
being supplied direct in bulk at special prices, with an evaluation 
of sales and sales pot~ntial after the first month. Unfortunately, 
this had to be abandoned because of the absence of the 
Executive Home Economist. 

Miss Chambers has reported to the B_oard: 
''Any, undertaking to introduce Dried Frnits into tuck-shdps must 

be viewed as a long-term investment and treated as an educational 
programme. 

''Apart from the enormous costs involved in providing froit free to 
schools it is often considered that anything free has little or no 
long-term impact value and is of no financial worth to the Industry. 
Not only would the choice of schools to participate in a pilot/test 
scheme be dtfficult, but the matter of distribution would also create 
difficulties. 

"Some distributors are actively aware of the potentiai·Dried Fruit 
usage and sales which could develop from school canteens and 
considers this to be one Dried Froit project that should not be 
abando'ned. . 

"The market potential could be further increas€d tf this scheme 
was extended to incorporate those schools and institutions with 
culinary training. " 

Mr lan Smith of CDFS Pty. Ltd. is of the opinion that rather 
than give away .fruit, or selling at further reduced prices, such 
monies would be better spent on advertising, special packeting 
and promoting of 40g pack at child level. On the educational side 
he already has had an approach from a dentist employed by the 
Education Department who visits 40- schools each year and 
lectures to some 15,000 children. He would like a 40g pack an,d 
hand-out I iterature to give to each child at the lectures. 

The possibility of having the government undefwrite the cost 
of providing free packs to school lunch pf:ogrammes is not 
encouraging. 

Item 30. Seeded raisins 
That the Board of Management review the supply .situation ·of 
seeded Raisins for the next 12 months, and in-form Federal Council 
of the situation. 

The hold-up in supplies. was due to the intrOduction of 
new-type machinery by CDFS Pty. Ltd. at lrymple. The new 
machinery proved unsatisfactory and has been replaced with the 
previous system and the Australian markef will be kept fully 
supplied. · 

CDFS Pty. Ltd. has emphasised ihat no costs would accrue 
against the Raisin pool for fruit losses. All fruit .used by CDFS 
?ty. ltd. was purchased from the pool at full ADFA or Control 
Board prices. 

DRIED FRUIT NEWS 

Item 40. Federal Council 
That the 

1 
Board of Management consider holding future Federal 

Councils tn Mildura. 

After a detailed examination of castings and ·administration 
procedures th9 Board has confirmed its earlier decision that' 
future annual Federal Councils be held in Melbourne. Members 
are firmly of the opinion that any savings in costs wOuld be more 
than offset by increased administrative -difficUlties and possibly 
some loss of efficiency in the running of Council. As the duration 
of Council had already been reduced from the previous three full 
days it is.essential that timing and efficiency. be maintained, if full 
time is to be given to debate. 

The possibility of holding Council later in the year was submitted 
to Branches With negative response. 

Federal Council, 1975 

Hem 19. Pool finance 
That this Federal Council request the Board of Management to 
investigate 
{a) what means of immediate bridging finance and alternative 
long-term finance could be available to the Dried Fruits Industry, 

.{b) under what conditions this finan'ce could be available.' 

As promised to Federal Council1976 the Chairman has furthe_r 
investigated this resolution, unfortunately without positive rest,Jit. 
The main problem is one of equity. The ADFA having no 
ownership of, or equity in, the fruit is precluded from negotiating 
in specific terms. 

Under present Industry structure, and without radical-ct'lange, 
i't would appenr that finance would only be available to: 

-* Packing companies by private commercial arrangement. 

* CDFS Pty. Ltd., again by private commercial arrangement. 

·~ * The Australian Dried Fruits Control Board. To take best 
advantage of this it may be necessary to approach the 
Government to guarantee borrowings. 

The advantages of the various alternatives have not been 
explOred as this Board has no authority to negotiate finance on 
behalf of CDFS Pty. Ltd. or the Control Board. Packers advise 
that any move away from the traditional means of financing pOol 
payments could restrict their ability to provide pre-harVest 
finance and progress payments ahead of proceeds. 

Item 22- Allocation of available water 
That Federal Council of the Dried Froits Association is gravely 
Concerned with the policy of the lfC and IC of allocating all 
availdble water.· In terms of successive dry years it is essential that a 
river flow be maintained. We feel that sufficient water be retained to 
enable this to be done. We request the Board of Management to 
take suitable action. 

Sufficient information has now been received on this 
resOlution to indicate the_ political action to try and obt~in 
changes to the_ NSW Act may ·be necessary. A confe_r~nce is. 
being sought w1th the appropnate New South Wales M1mster to 
discuss all aspects of water policy as it affects the Murray 
. rrrigation Area. 

Item 25. Industry-owned company 
That the Board of Mimagement investigate the feasibility of 
establishing an Industry-owned marketing company responsible for 
the promotion and sales of all Association Dried Fmit in Australia 
and' report back to -District Councils and Federal Council1976. 

This resolution was also further considered during the year but 
no firm proposal could be· established as the extent, if any, of 
Government control arising from the Industries Assistance 
Commission's Report is still unknown. 

Further action· will depend on Federal Council's decision· in 
respect t9 the·.Agenda item on .statutory control. 

6th July, 1977 

F. H.Gjll, 
Chairman, 

Board of Management 
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