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EDITORIAL 
This year has been one of remarkable achievement by The ADFA. 1 say 
this for four reasons. 
1. Equalisation. This time last year statutory equalisation was no more 
than a possibility, a proposal which the Minister for Primary Industry 
would consider if he was assured of industry support. Since then it has 
received the approval of both the Commonwealth and States through 
the Australian Agricultural Council, and draft legislation is now in the 
oourse of preparation. It will be a tremendous step forward for the In
dustry, something which we have sought since 1915. It will, unfor
tunately, reduce ADFA involvement, but this is a small price to pay for 
the increased stability. 

In _parallel with this legislation we are seeking reconstruction of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Control Board, to streamline its activities and 
give it teeth. Whether or not it uses its teeth will depend on the calibre 
of the men appointed to the new Corporation and, in this, Council has a 
tremendous responsibility, to select the right representatives. 

2. Stabilisation. Last year our thoughts were dominated by the recom
mendations of the lAC which sought to discontinue Stabilisation and im
pose a 2-pool marketing structure. This latter without statutory produc
tion controls would have disrupted the Wine Grapegrowing Industry 
and created confusion in this Industry. Its effect on the economy of the 
major producing areas could have been disastrous. 

Fortunately the Government has since rejected the lAC's major 
recommendations and instead has offered the)ndustry a new 3-year 
Stabilisation Plan. Legislation for this is also at the draft stage. 

3. Australian Sales. ADFA sales of Dried Vine Fruits in Season 1977, 
that is the period February to February, were the highest in history, and 
proves the soundness of Federal Council's decision to pass promotion 
to Agents. This integration of marketing and selling, which has permit
ted Agents to offer a total marketing concept is, in my opinion, the 
reason for the increase in sales and I look forward to a continuance of 
this in 1978 and beyond. 

4. Hail Insurance. The possibility that we can at last obtain commer
cially underwritten hail insurance. The October 1977 hailstorms- the 
worst hailstorms in the ninety years history of the Industry- are too 
recent in our memory to require detailed comment. Sufficient to say 
that it proved what most of us knew, but some of us refused to 
acknowledge, that the local hail Insurance Fund could not cover 
disasters of this magnitude. 

The Fund had for many years served the Industry well in providing 
oover against small storms but it was, after all, only an accumulation 
Fund and, with its burden of taxation, could never accumulate reserves 
sufficient to cover a storm such as experienced in October. 

At the time of writing this report negotiations for a scheme to provide 
oover of $1 million at around $4 per acre are well advanced. If this can 
be achieved it will be a much needed aid to Industry stability. 

On the debit side there was the hailstorm which I have already men
tioned, drought conditions in New South Wales again which heavily 
reduced production, and some market resistance has been noted for 
Tree Fruits. However, for Dried Vine Fruits production is good and the 
high prices of 1977 are continuing with only slight red.uctioris. For those 
growers who do have fruit, this should be a good Season. 

FRANK H. GILL 
Chairman 
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Crowe & Newcombe 
sold 
The trading enterprises of Crowe & Newcombe Ltd. have been sold and 
the company structure will be liquidated within the next 12 months. 
Dried Fruits packing and processing, the main reasons for the ADFA's 
continual ownership of Crowe & Newcombe ltd., ceased at the end of 
Season 1'975 and its Dried Fruits licence returned to the South 
Australian Dried Fruits Board. 

The new owners of the business are A. B. Rowe & Sons Ply. ltd., tim
ber millers and general hardware merchants of Paringa. 

The sale of Crowe & Newcombe Ltd. 
ends an era of ADFA ownership of packing 
companies dating back to 1938. It is 
perhaps fitting that the Company should be 
phased out in the same way as legislation 
is to 'be introduced in the Australian 
Parliament to provide statutory 
equalisation of proceeds for Currants, 
Sultanas arid Raisins, 50 years after the 
James Case disallowed the first attempts 
by the Commonwealth and States to 
provide the statutory controls requested by 
the Industry. 

As followers of The ADFA would know, 
the principles of equalisation of proceeds 
and·orderly marketing we-re two of the fac
tors leading to the- .formation of the 
Association, and have remained its main 
objective 'ever- since. In the early years 
most packers observed the quotas set out 
by The ADFA but in 1918-1919 some 
grower and packer members broke away_ to 
sell all their fruit on the Australian Market. 
The ADFA then again asked the Govern
ment- (it had originally asked in 1915) to 
establish Statutory controls, and in 1924-
1925 the Dried Fruits Export Control Act 
was passed and the Australian Dried Fruits 
Control Board was established. 

This was followed in 1925-1927 by 
States Dried Fruits' Boards in the 
producing States of Victoria, South 
Australia, Western Australia and New 
South Wales. 

The basic intent of the Acts administered 
by the Boards was to limit' the amount of 
fruit sold within the States- and so within 
Australia- and to force all packers to ex
port an annually set proportion of their 
fruit. 

The validity of the Acts was challenged 
by ·James in a series of Cases leading to 
the now historic ruling by the Privy CoUnCil 
on Section 92 of the CommOnwealth Con
stitution in James v the Commonwealth. 
The effect of these Rulings, which are still 
obtaining, is that restraint of trade between 
States, whether applied by the States or by 
the Australian Government, is· invalid. 

the Industry. In 1938 it formed a company 
known as Murray Industries Development 
Association Ltd. and, through this Com
pany, purchased all but one of the non
Association packers. All of the companies 
purchased, with one exception, were either 
amalgamated with existing ADFA packers, 
or closed, assets sold and licence returned 
to the respective State Board. The one ex
ception, Crowe & Newcombe Ltd., con
tinued operating under the control of 
Murray Industries Development 
Association Ltd., to provide an outlet to 
growers who wished to sell their fruit 
outright to a packer and not participate in 
pooling arrangements. 

1917-1937 
Crowe & Newcombe Ltd. was incor

porated in 1937 but its history goes back 
well before that, and we are indebted to 
the "Murray Pioneer" for the following ex
tract of September 30, 1937: 

"The history of this progressive fruit 
packing firm of Crowe & Newcombe makes 
interesting reading. In 1917 a small 
building on Renmark Avenue was pur
chased by. Messrs W. J. Crowe and C. 
Newcombe and operations began on a 
small scale. The local management was in 

the hands of the late Mr W. J. Cramp a 
well-known and respected citizen who 
gradually moulded the structure of the 
business. Steady progress was made, the 
tonnage of fruit handled increasing yearly 
until1931, when through illness, Mr Cramp 
was forced to resign. 

"Changes in the personnel of the firm 
then took place. Mr C. Newcombe retired 
and the sole interests were taken over by 
Mr Crowe. Mr C. E. Russell assumed the 
manager's chair and Mr W. C. Wheeler con
trol of the Renmark branch. 

"The tonnage handled in Renmark prac
tically doubled itself in 1932 and it was 
found necessary to enlarge the machinery. 
It was not long before this Plant " too, 
became incapable of coping with the in
Creased deliveries. In 1933 another wing 
was added to the building, and_ still another 
in 1935. At the same time a 30-35 ton 
grader of the latest type, with picking 
tables and all modern improvements was 
installed. This plant manufactured by G. J. 
Dix & Sons, as was the previous machine. 
is now handling the pack of more than 
1,000 tons quite comfortably, and does a 
fir~t class job. 

"The handling of growers' requisites was 
begun in 1932 and today every class of 
horticultural commodity is obtainable from 
this packing house at competitive prices. 

"Messrs Crowe and Newcombe are the 
largest independent packing house 
proprietors in Australia. Their success is 
due to excellent service, fair dealing, 
prompt payments made, competitive prices 
for produce, and the keen and kindly in
terest they have always taken in the 
welfare of the growers and the industry as 
a whole. 

"Mr C. E. Russell (General Manager) is a 
man of wide experience in dried fruits. He 
has been a member of the SA Dried Fruits 
Board for the non-irrigated areas since 
1931. In that capacity he has striven at all 
times to ensure that the industry and con-

• Continued overleaf 

As the basic intent of the Acts ad
ministered by the various Dried Fruits 
Board was then (and still is) invalid, and or
derly marketing could not be enforced, 
The AOFA acted independently to protect Crowe & Newcombe's main office at Renmark. SA. 
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sequently the growers have been given the 
utmost protection from circumstances 
which may have acted detrimentally to 
their interests. As a member of the Ad
visory Committee of the Voluntary 
Agreement he has given his time and used 
his wide knowledge in co-operation with 
his colleagues in an earnest endeavour to 
hold the industry together during the very 
troublesome period through which we 
have been passing since the Privy Coun
cil's decision regarding the validity of Sec
tion 92 of the Commonwealth Constitution. 
That the efforts of this Advisory Committee 
have not been in vain is proved by the way 
the last season's tonnage has been 
disposed of in a highly satisfactory manner. 

"The "Riverside" brand of dried fruits en
joys an enviable reputation in all markets 
where Australian dried fruits are to be 
found. At the Adelaide Spring Sh0w of 
1937, ten entries were made which 
resulted in nine first and one second prize 
and brought the comment from the judges 
that the fruits exhibited .were the best ever 
staged." 

1931H958 
At its incorporation on 23/12/1937 the 

company-owned packing sheds at Ren
mark, Barmera, Monash and Ailgaston and 
was leasing properties at Millswood and 
Clare. This then was the company pur
chased by MIDA Ltd. on behalf of The 
ADFA. The company structure was a~ded 

to in 1939 by the purchase of the business 
and property of Jack Horner Products 
{Aust.) Ltd. and the business of Modern 
Maid Fruit Co. Mclaren Vale Fruit Packing 
Ltd. was added as a subsidia,ry in 1956. 

Crowe & Newcombe Ltd. served the In
dustry well and profitably until the late 
1960's when declining South Australian 
production began to show its effect- as it 
did on all South Australian packing Com
panies. In 1965 Crowe & Newcombe 
packed 2, 769 tonnes, 7.6 per cent of the· 
total SA pack of 26,343 tonnes. By 1968 
South Australian production was down to 
10,513 tonnes of which Crowe & 
Newcombe packed 11.4 per cent, or 1354 
tonnes. 

At about this time it was realised that 
South Australian production would be 
unlikely to again rise much above a 1 o;ooo 
tonnes level and that the only way Crowe & 
Newcombe could obtain increased ton
nages was to enter into active competition 
with ADFA co-operative packers. This The 
ADFA would not permit. 

In 1969, as a first step to combat rising 
costs on the declining production, the 
packing operations at Jack Horner. 
Products Rosewater, ceased and plant and 
staff transferred to Renmark. The factory 
was leased out until1973 when it w8s s61d. 

The money obtained from the sale of the 
Rosewater property was used to update 
premises and operations at Renmark but 
unfortunately this coincided with a further 

Machine cuts costs 
Over the past four years the 
Williams Apricot Cutting Machine 
has progressed · from a single 
hand-fed cutting machine to a fully 
automated unit which feeds fruit in, 
aligns, cuts, stones and places 
the cutfruit onto a drying tray. 

The unit,' which is now in the early stages 
of production, is the end resUlt of more 
than four years of research and experimen
tal work carried out by Adrian Dahlenburg 
and Jim Hill, of the SA Department of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, in conjunction 
with Williams Engineering by mutual 
agreement. 

The main features of this machine include: 

• Mechanical feeding-
Fruit from a hopper iS fed into the aligner 
continuously, in single file. 

• The Aligner-
Consisting of two angle sides through 
which the fruit is rolled by rotary discs, at a 
speed and over a distance calculated to 
give approximately 90 per cent cut around 
the cuture line. 

• Cutting head-
Has two angled rubber belts which pick up 
the fruit from the aligner and take it to two 
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rotating cutting discs, mounted one above 
the other. The fruit is rotated as it is beirlg 
cut ensuring a clean cut to the stone. 

e Stone removal-
This consists of a plastic-coated wire drum 
which revolves continuously. The cut 
halves are carried through this section by a 
tumbling action and approximately 90 per 
cent of the stones fall through the mesh 
drum to a container below. 

• Inclined belt-
This belt carries the cut halves up an in
cline to the placing table and turns the fruit 
"cut side down" in the process. 

• Placing table-
This is a double-sided tray. The cut halves 
slide down an accumulation tray. This is 
done by vibration. When the placing tray is 
full a hinged flap holds the cut halves on 
the accumulation tray and a drying tray is 
placed over the fruit and clamped into 
position. It is then revolved 180° and once 
the hinged flap is retracted, the flow of fruit 
onto the reverse side of the placing table 
commences. The full tray is removed and 
placed on a rack ready for sulphuring. 

Trials held last season proved that the 
potential of the machine had surpassed all 
expectations. The unit did not have a 
proper mechanical feeder, but was able to 

heavy decline in State production and the 
full potential of the Renmark factory was 
never realised. In the same year the 
Angaston property was sold. 

By 1974 it was apparent that the com
pany would have to be gradually wound 
down as fruit through-put was too late to 
allow the profitable operation of all the 
properties: Mclaren Vale Fruit Packers 
Ltd. was sold in March 1976 under a 10-
year agreement and the Barmera Branch 
followed in September of the same year. 
However, without Dried Fruits and Citrus 
processing to attract customers to the 
trading store the business further declined 
and in 1977 additional ADF A assistance 
was needed to meet bank commitments. A 
final decision was then made to sell. 

The company has served the Industry 
well in protecting orderly marketing. With 
compulsory equalisation about to begin it 
is no longer needed. 

The Directors of the Company wish to 
record their appreciation to Mr Ken Snook, 
the present Manager/Secretary partiCularly 
for his services during a period which, to 
him, must have been a traumatic experi
ence. Ken has spent all his working life with 
Crowe & Newcombe and he strived end
lessly to find ways to keep the company in 
profitable operation. When it became 
evident that this was not possible, he gave 
just as generously of his time and talents to 
ensure that the. best possible solution could 
be found for both his Staff and the Industry. 
We wish him well in his new career. · 

cut and place a minimum of 55 trays per 
hour. Now with a constant flow of fruit, it is 
anticipated that the rate will increase to 60 
trays per hour. 

The machine requires three persons to 
operate it efficiently; one to tip the fruit 
into the mechanical feeder, one to remove 
the full trays and one person to remove the 
stones from the inclined belt. This is 
necessary because the amount of fruit 
passing through it will not allow all of the 
stones sufficient time to reach the holes in 
the mesh drum. 

One Of the greatest advantages of the 
Williams Apricot Cutting Machine is that it 
enables a grower to plan a harvesting and 
cutting schedule to suit his own 
requirements. If a grower wanted to cut 
and dry 300 trays a day, he could pick the 
required amount of fruit in the morning, 
depending on conditions, and cut the 300 
trays in the afternoon or evening. All this 
could be done with reduced labour and 
possibly with the grower's own immediate 
family. 

Due to the complexity of manufacturing 
these machines, Williams Engineering Pty. 
Ltd., will be unable to produce a large 
number for the coming season and will be 
unable to accept orders after September 
30, 1978, for the 1978/79 harvest. 
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Jim Duff retires 
Mr Jim Duff, fondly known to most of us 

as 'Mac Duff', is to retire from The ADFA 
Board of Management at Federal Councit 
1978. He is the first Board Member to be af
fected by the age liinitation impoued by 
Federal Council last year. 

Jim has been a Dried Fruits grower for 
most of his life and has a long association 
with industry administration. Until 1938 
there was no grower organisation in 
Western Australia and in that year a 
Viticulturist Union was formed. Jim was 
elected to the first executive of that Union, 
and with its support was elected to the 
State Dried Fruits Board in 1940, a 
position he still holds. 

Mr Jim Duff. 

During the war years, when Dried Fruits 
were acquired on behalf of the Ministry of 
Food, Jim was a member of a Conference 
comprising the ADFA Board of 
Management, Australian Dried Fruits Con
trol Board and State Dried Fruits Boards 
members to discuss details of acquisition 
and shipments to the United Kingdom. 
During the Conference the late Mr Jack 
Gordon of Red Cliffs (then editor of The 
ADFA News) enlarged to Jim on the fun
damental principles of grower participation 
in The ADFA. 

At that time, although West Aus
,tralian Packers and Agents were con
forming to ADFA Rules, they were not 
prepared to assist in the formation of a 
grower branch, but With the assistance of 
Mr Gordon a constitution was drawn up 
and, despite some opposition from 
Packers, was eventually accepted by 
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growers. The WA Branch ADFA, as it 
became known was admitted to The 
ADFA by Federal Council in 1945. Jim Duff 
was the first grower elected on the 
executive of the Branch and is still a mem
ber. 

Jim Duff first attended Federal Council in 
1945 as a visitor and was appointed a 
delegate in 1947. As the West Australian 
Branch adopted a policy of rotating 
delegates his attendance at Council was 
not continuous but, frequent. Jim was ap
pointed to the Board of Management in 
1965, and has since capably represented 
Western Australia and the Industry gen
erally. 

Although Rules require that Jim retires 
from the Board of Management this year it 
is not his intention to sever his connection 
with Industry Administration. He will con
tinue as a member of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Control Board until that body is 
reconstituted and he will continue as a 
member of the WA Branch, ADFA and of 
the West Australian Dried Fruits Board for 
as long as his growers require. 

Illegal imports 

Plants illegally imported from overseas 
can be very expensive, as two Melbourne 
people found recently. 

On April 28 last, a man was charged in 
Broadmeadows (Vic) Magistrates' Court 
with having illegally imported three live 
plants in soil, 1500 gms of chesnuts and 60 
gms Phaseolus beans into Australia from 
Italy. The man was fined $25 on each 
count and ordered to pay $20 costs. 

A woman also charged with having 
illegally imported six grapevine cuttings 
into Australia from Greece, was fined $200 
with $20 costs. 

Our quarantine laws are framed to 
protect both our farms and gardens from 
pests and diseases and for this reason, any 
plant material brought into Australia from 
overseas must be declared. 

WINE SALES 

DAVIDANDARY, OBE 
Readers will certainly join with us in ex

tending our congratulations to Mr David 
Andary on the honour conferred on him by 
the Queen in the recent Birthday List. 

Mr David Andary 

David has had a long association with 
Horticultural Industries in South Australia, 
particularly in Dried and Canned Fruits and 
Citrus, and it is pleasing to see that his ser
vices to the Industries have been recog
nised. 

Shiraz muffins 

The outlet found by the Mildura Wine 
Grape Growers' Association for 500 
tonnes of dried Shiraz grapes has proved to 
be muffins. A nationwide promotional cam
paign was launched in Mildura on April 28 
last. 

Dri0d Shiraz differ from normal dried 
vine fruit in that the colour runs from the 
Shiraz in the process of making muffins. It 
is understood that sales are exceeding ex
pectations. 

Fortified Dry White Dry Reri Total Wine Brandy 
per per per per per 

1 000 I it res 1 000 I itres 1 000 I itres 1 000 I itres 1 000 I it res 
alcohol 

19n 
Jan. 2,568 4,077 1,541 10,856 133 
Feb. 3,115 4,271 1 ,549 11,796 199 

1978 
Jan. 2,760 5,078 1,353 12,492 118 
Feb. 2,724 5,507 1,504 12,507 165 

Stocks 
as at 30th June-
1976 138,026 109,623 134,556 409,299 12,131 
19n 144,824 134,005 136,523 449,181 11,564 
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Federal Council, 1978 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 

PRODUCTION 

Sultana production in 1978 was heavily reduced by storms 
which destroyed an estimated 12,500 tonnes. Even so Sultanas 
are the only variety with production for the Season in excess of 
the 5-year averag~. Drought in New South Wales affected both 
the quality and volume of the Prune Pack. 

Production of grade fruit for Season 1978, compared with the 
three previous seasons, is:-

1975 1976 1977' 1978** 
Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Currants .. ... .. ..... 6,024 3,934 6,044 4,000 
Sultanas ............ 55,234 59,003 52,225 54,700 
Natural Sultanas .. 279 111 254 200 
Raisins ............. 4,276 5,527 4,342 4,082 
Apricots .......... 657 689 1,096 1,041 
Peaches ............ 144 153 138 101 
Pears ............... 229 159 75 112 
Prunes (P/Weight) ... 2,846 3,480 3,192 2,239 

*Not final except for Pe"aches and Pears 
**Estimates as at 25-4-1978. 

Exports of Currants and Raisins in Season 1977 were around 
1,000 tonnes and for Season 1978 will be restricted to about 400 
tonnes and 1 ,300 tonnes respectively. 

Sultanas continue to be heavily dependent on export with a 
lessening dependence for Currants and Raisins as shown in the 
preceding and following graphs. 
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Total intake of all varieties of grapes by wineries for Season 
1977 was finalised by the wine industry at 471,438 tonnes, 
50,355 tonnes above the Season 1976 total intake of 421,083 
tonnes. 

Intake of drying variety grapes in Season 1977 compared with 
Seasons 1975 and 1976 was:-
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1975 1976 1977 
Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Currants ...................... 1,758 57 136 
Sultanas ...................... 71,992 66,308 67,658 
Gordos ....................... 52,546 43,808 55,252 
Walthams ..................... 2,742 1,667 1,353 

Total. ......................... 129,038 111,620 124,399 

Varietal figures for Season 1978 will not be available for some 
months. 

MARKETING 

Sales 

Australian sales on a seasonal basis, as admitted into final ad
justm~nt, for the past four seasons have been:-

Season Season Season Season* 
Tonnes 1974 1975 1976 1977 

Currants ............ 3,451 3,656 3,461 3,968 
Sultanas ............ 15,971 13,238 14,763 19,358 
Raisins ............. 2,536 3,120 3,872 2,795 

Total ............... 21,958 20,014 22,096 26,131 

*Estimates as at 25-4-1978. 

These figures relate to total sales from a season's production, 
which may extend over 18 months or more and may not give a 
true indication of a year's sales. 

On a twelve-month basis, February 26 to February 25, shows 
Dried Vine Fruit at an all time high of 23,462 tonnes. Com
parative delivery figures are:-

Currants ........... . 
Sultanas ........... . 
Raisins ............ . 

Total .............. . 

Year ended 

28-2-1975 28-2-1976 28-2-1977 28-2-1978 

3,575 
15,332 

2,426 

21,333 

3,223 
13,048 

2,510 

18,781 

3,733 
15,799 

2,721 

3,643 
17,355 

2,333 

22,253 23,462 

Distribution of total sales from_ the Season 1976 Pack was:-

Tonnes Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 
Australia ............ 3,461 14,763 3,444 21,668 
UK and Ireland ...... 9,982 843 10,825 
Continent ........... 11.683 11.683 
Canada ............. 14,151 573 14,724 
New Zealand 229 4,625 423 5,277 
Japan ................ 2,638 244 2,882 
Other ............... 244 1,272 1,516 

Total ............... 3,934 59,114* 5,527 68,575 

*Includes Naturals. 

Season 1977 final adjustments have .not yet been completed, 
but final sales are estimated at:-

Tonnes Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 
Australia ............ 3,782 18,275 2,257 24,314 
United Kingdom ..... 5,767 292 6,059 
Continent. .......... 8,072 8,072 
Canada •. , .......... 833 9,618 98 10,549 
New Zealand ....... 880 5,564 590 7,034 
Japan .............. 5 2,057 154 2,216 
Other ............... 370 1,594 1,964 

Total ............... 5,870 50,947 3,391 60,208 
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Allocations for Vine Fruits Se·ason 1978 for ADFA fruit have 
been set by The ADFA and Australian Dried Fruits Control 
Board at:-

Tonnes Currants Sultanas Raisins 
Australia ............... 3,600 17,000 2,700 
UK and Ireland ................ 5,579 382 
Continent (Malta 

and Israel) .. ........... 7,202 
Canada ....................... 14,000 400 
New Zealand .................. 400 5,500 400 
Japan ......................... 3,071 200 
Other ......................... 1,300 

1,048 

Total .......................... 4,000 54,700 4,082 

Tree Fruits and Prunes. Production of Apricots in 1977 was 
higher than the previous two seasolls, but only just enough to 
meet Australian requirements, as the graph shows:-

Export sales 

2000 

1000 1000 

Unfortunately the Season 1978 Pack of 1,041 tonnes is 
meeting both increased non-Association competition and some 
sales resistance on the Australian market. Peach and Pear 
production although down, was adequate to meet Australian 
demand, but sales were difficult. 

Sales for the last four seasons have been:-

Season Season Season Season 
Tonnes 1974 1975 1976 1977 

Apricots .. . . . . . . . . . . 699 569 616 967 
Peaches ............ 80 94 72 93 
Pears ............... 57 66 27 36 
Prunes ............. 2,254 2,721 2,718 2,088 

The above figures relate to total sales from a season's produc
tion, but for these varieties give a good indication of the year's 
sales on a twelve-month period basis, February 26 to February 
25. 

Distribution of total sales from Season 1976 pack was:-

Tonnes Apricots Peaches Pears Prunes 

Australia ...... 616 72 27 2,853 
UK/Continent ..... 16 52 119 210 
Canada/USA ........ 
New Zealand 58 22 4 260 
Other .... 7 157 

Total ........ 690 146 157 3,480 
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Season 1977 final adjustments have not yet been completed 
for Apricots and Prunes, but final sales are expected to be: 

Apricots Peaches Pears Prunes 

Australia ............ 967 93 36 2,088 
UK/I reland .......... 
Continent .......... 26 29 36 4 
New Zealand ....... 52 15 3 50 
Other ............... 13 35 

Total. ............... 1,058 137 75 2,177 

Allocations for Season 1978 Tree Fruits and Prunes have been 
set by the respective Committees at:-

Export Australia 

per cent per cent 
Apricots ................. · ............... . 20 80 
Peaches (except for Plain which 

may be exported above quota) ......... . 10 90 
Pears ................................... . 20 80 
Prunes ................................. . 21h 97V2 · 

The relationship between Prune production and sales is depic
ted in th.e following graph:-

Realisations, estimated product weights FOB realisations per 
tonne on Season 1977 production are calculated at:-

(These are average before deduction of Packers' costs and 
charges and conversiori to sweatbox weights.) 

Currants - 4-crown ......... . 
Sultanas- 3-crown ........ . 
Raisins- 4-crown .. . 
Apricots- Choice Large .... . 

"'Peaches - Choice Large· .... . 
*Pears- Choice Large ....... . 
Prunes- Large 3.2 kg .... . 

Australia 
$ 

862 
852 
792 

2,881 
2,353 
1,836 

907 

PRICES 

Per Tonne 

Export Average 
$ $ 

879 
892 
896 

3,220 
1,817 
1 ,211 

510 

868 
877 
822 

2,909 
2,180 
1,516 

847 

Australia. Some years ago during a low pack year, the Board 
removed the differential whiCh until then applied between 
Currants and Sultanas of like grade. This was never really accep
ted by the trade and has resulted in Agents facing extreme dif
ficulty in selling 4-crown Currants as dgainst 2-crown Sultanas. 
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This year the Board re-introduced the differential at 1c per kilo 
and will consider the need to increase this to 2c per kilo when 
setting Season 1979 prices. 

Price increases effective March 1 were taken on new Season 
fruit at: 

Currants ...................... 6c kg., all grades 
Sultanas ...................... 7c kg., all grades 
Raisins ....................... 5c kg., all grades 

The following opening price rises were also taken on Tree 
Fruits and Prunes: 

Apricots ........................... 11 per cent 
Peaches and Pears .................. 5 per oent 
Prunes .............................. 5 per cent 

Since then, in order to meet non-Association competition and 
some price resistance on the market it has been necessary to 
reduce Apricot prices·by 8 per cent and also give Agents an ad
ditional 3 per cent promotional allowance, effectively reducing 
1978 prices back to the 1977 level. 

It was also necessary to reduce Season 1977 prices on a 
carry-over of some 50 tonnes by 10 per cent on Marked Grade 
and 5 per cent on all other Grades. 

Pear prices were also reduced by 5 per cent on Slabs and 
Plain and 10 per cent on all other grades on 17-5-1978 and a 5 
per cent promotional allowance has been given to Agents on 
both Peaches and Pears. 

Export. Opening prices for Dried Vine Fruits on most export 
markets showed a decline below Season 1977, and, although 
these have since firmed, are still below last year. 

Apricot prices were originally set at opening Australian parity 
(up 11 per cent) but have since been reduced by 10 per cent on 
the Canadian, New Zealand and JaPanese markets to meet com
petition from the large Californian Pack. 

Peach prices opened 5 per cent above Season 1977 levels 
and have since been increased to Australian parity for all grades 
except Plain. 

Pear prices have been set at 5 per cent above Season 1977. 

Because of the extremely low production of the Season Prune 
prices were increased to Australian parity. 

40 gram Sultana Packets. Fruit for this special pack was in
creased by an amount equal to the 1978 Australian price in
crease ($70 p·er tonne) plus 5 per cent of the differential bet
ween it and the Australian price ($30 per tonne), making a total 
increase of $100 per tonne, the price for 1978 being $520 per 
tonne. 

The recent June Board of Management meeting finalised details 
for the July Federal Council. 
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Dried Fruits were on display at a recent promotion staged at 
Southland Shopping Centre, Cheltenham, Victoria. 

Import statistics for the four months to October, 1977 as com
pared with the previous two years show:-

Vine Fruits 
Greece ............. . 
USA ........•........ 
Turkey .............. . 
Other ............... . 

Apricots 
Turkey .. -............ . 
Iran ................. . 
USA ............... .. 
Other ............... . 

Prunes 
USA ................ . 
Other ............... . 

Dates ............... . 

12 months 12 mbnths 
1975/1976 1976/1977 

Tonnes Tonnes 

10 
38 

48 

174 
38 
36 

5 

253 

263 
17 

280 

957 

Marketing General 

18 

228 
1 

247 

114 
31 

168 
1 

314 

161 
10 

171 

705 

9 months 
to Oct. 1977 

Tonnes 

.03 

.03 

74.3 
3.4 

0.5 

78.2 

106.6 
5.8 

112.4 

92 

Grade Availability - Season 1978. The lack of 2-crown fruit for 
use in manufactured products this season was brought to the 
Board's attention and, to assist manufacturers who already have 
had -to absorb the 1978 price increases, agreed that 4-crown fruit 
be supplied at 3-crown prices. The possibility of introducing a 
three-grade system was referred to the State Dried Fruits Board's 
Consultative Committee tor consideration. 

Tree Fruits Promotion. Increasing competition is being met 
from the non-Association packer, and in an attempt to assist 
Agents in regaining sales on the Australian market a 3 per cent 
promotional allowance was approved on Season 1977 fruit On 
the recommendation of the Tree Fruits Committee the costs of 
Season 1977 allowances will be met from Reserve Funds and, at 
the time of writing this report, totals $26,163. 

As mentioned under "Prices" the 3 per cent allowance, 
together with a 5 per cent allowance on Peaches and Pears, will 
continue for Season 1978 but will be a charge against fruit 
proceeds. 
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Health Foods Survey. Recognis'ing that the Health Food trade 
is of increasing importance in the retail trade, but one on which 
little statistics are available, the Board has had the Executive 
Home Economist conduct an- initial survey and, early after Coun
cil, will consider the need for a more comprehensive survey 
suitable to the needs of The AD FA. 

Quality Standards. The Board has made several submissions to 
the Government on the need to apply standards of grades, 
quality and cleanliness on imported dried fruit equal to those ap
plying to Australian produced fruit. This has been supported by 
the Australian Horticultural Growers' Council which has agreed 
to adopt this is a policy standard for all Horticultural Industries. 
The possibility of having common standards applied through 
Health Regulations is now to be considered by the Board and, if 
thought desirable, a submission will be made to the National 
Health and Medical Research Committee. 

Export Rebates, Season 1978. Th3 rebate on the Dr!~d Vine 
Fruit content of manufactured foods exported, has been held .at 
13c per kg. ($130 per tonne) on all varieties and will also apply to 
mixed fruits, except for exports to Canada and New Zealand. 

An estimate of costs and usage of the rebate for Season 1977 
compared with final statements for Seasons 1975 and 1976 
shows:-

Season Season Season 

1975 1976 1977 

Usage: 
Currants- Tonnes .. 28.74 29.74 5.88 
Sultanas- Tonnes. 148.42 146.46 60.84 
Raisins- Tonnes .... 10.18 12.16 5.93 

187.34 188.36 72.65 

Value of claims: $28.858.06 $48.974.29 $9,444.86 

Rate of Rebate: 
-Per Kilogram .. 15.4c 26c 13c 

Promotion and Home Economic Activities. Separate reports 
have been submitted to Council on both of these items. 

· Trade Visits. During May this year the Chairman made trade 
visits to South Australia and Queensland to investigate specific 
complaints against fruit. Unfortunately most of the complaints 
were justified. 

Opportunity was also taken while in Western Australia to see 
the Minister of Agriculture and to meet with members of the 
trade in that State. 

Gollin & Company Limited. As negotiations between CDFS Pty. 
Ltd. and the joint venture packing companies procP.eded it 
became .apparent that Gollin would lose access to fruit from the 
Riverland- as exports would be channelled through CDFS. This 
would restrict Gollin's activities to the small quantity of fruit han
dled by Bell Packing Company at Mclaren Vale. 

Gollin & Company decided that it was not warranted to keep its 
Dried Fruits section operating for such a small quantity of fruit 
and the section was closed and the Agency terminated. 

It was not without regret that the Board received the resig
nation of Gollin & Company. It has had a long and honourable 
association with the Dried Fruits Industry, being actively 
engaged in industry administration as early as 1903. It was also 
Mr Alfred Gollin who advanced sufficient mo,neys to the Vic
torian Railways Department to enable the Mildura Railway line to 
be completed. 

The Board records sincere appreciation to the long and 
valuable services GoUin has given to the Industry. 

Single Selling Arrangements. As announced at Federal Council 
last year negotiations were then being held to discuss the 
possibility of CDFS being the sole agent for Dried Vine and Tree 
Fruits, with the exception of the small production in Western 
Australia. I am pleased to report that these negotiations have 
been successful and that the Joint Venture Companies 
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previously selling through G. Wood Son & Co. Limited and Gollin 
& Co. Limited are now directing their fruit through CDFS. 

In return for this G. Wood Son & Co. Ltd. have been guaran
teed a specific tonnage of Dried Vine Fruits and Dried Tree 
Fruits in each year on which they will share selling commission 
and receive the full amount of promotion commission. 

The arrangements mean that from Season 1978 a single 
marketing pool will exist for Dried Vine Fruits, WA production 
excepted, and Dried Tree Fruits, and that no ADFA final adjust
ment on these varieties will be necessary. The only adjustment 
to be completed by The ADFA in future will be for Prunes, in 
which the five agents now participate, and for Currants where a 
small adjustment will be necessary to bring in the handlings of A. 
G. Watt Pty. Limited in WA The adjustment on account of SWan 
Settlers of WA is already handled by CDFS. 

As there is a single pool arrangement the Board had con
sidered the possibility of passing administration of the Interstate 
Charges Fund to Agents, but has deferred the matter for further 
consideration in twelve months time. 

PROCESSING 

Export Pack, Dried Vine Fruits. The Board approved a recom
mendation by the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board that 
Packers are authorised to charge an additional $25 per tonne for 
cleaning fruit to "Special Export Pack" standards, the cost to be 
accepted as a charge against the particular market in assessing 
final adjustment values. The special pack standards will apply to 
Dried Vine Fruits supplied to Canada, New Zealand and Japan in 
1978 and will be extended to all export markets in 1979. lt is also 
the recommendation of this Board that the standards apply to the 
Australian market by 1980. 

Sulphur Dioxide Content, Dried Tree Fruits. Over the years 
there has been a gradual hard9ning by importing countries to 
permitted sulphur dioxide levels in various foods including Dried 
Tree Fruits. This is despite any substantial evidence that S02 in 
the-quantities used in Dried Tree Fruits processing poses any 
health problems. 

As far as can be ascertained the present permitted levels are:-

Australia ............................ 3,000 ppm 
New Zealand, Canada, 
UK and Japan ....................... 2,000 ppm 
Denmark ........................... 1 ,000 ppm 
Italy .................................. 600 ppm 
West Germany ...................... 1 ,500 ppm 

Fruits may be admitted to West Germany with a higher sulphur 
content pi'oviding it is labelled to the effect that it may not be 
eaten without furthe;r processing. 

At the third committee stage of Codex Alimentarius the recom
mendation is- for· ~orid acceptance of 2,000 ppm. Australia has 
lodged a counter submission asking for 3,000 ppm but prospects 
are not particulaiiY bright, and 2,000 ppm will most probably 
become the accepted world maximum with individual countries 
legislating for a lower level. 

For the first time in ADFA history Apricots were returned from 
New Zealand this year beCause of high sulphur levels, and war
nings were received on three occasions from Australian Health 
Departments. 

In order to meet the above requirements it has been agreed 
that certain packers only process export fruit to individual orders, 
with the additional processing cost being a charge against the 
varietal final adjustment for the season. 
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FARM MANAGEMENT 

Planting Statistics. With the withdrawal of the Australian Wine 
and Brandy Producers Association and the Australian Wine 
Board from the Commonwealth Grape Advisory Sub-committee 
this Committee ceased to function and the Industry is now 
without any forum for the consideration of Industry Statistics. 
The Wine Board subsequently tried to have the Government 
form another committee, with widened terms of reference, but 
this was unsuccessful. 

In Victoria the position has been-- partly covered by the ac
tivities of the Vine Improvement Sub-committee and the Com
mittee of Victorian Viticulture, both committees contributing 
statistical information and projections. 

Approaches have been made to both the Victorian and New 
South Wales Departments of Agriculture for the introduction of 
vine registrations. This is now supported by all sections of the 
Grape Industry, but is meeting some resistance at Departmental 
and Government level. The main problem seems to be to con
vince the Departments that the request for registration is not just 
a prelude to a request for the licencing of vineyards. 

ADFA Viticultural Nursery. As reported to Federal Council last 
year a request had been received that the Nursery activities be 
extended to include the propagation of virus tested material. The 
Board sUbsequently met with Mr I. Thornton (Victorian Depart
ment of Agriculture), and Mr G. Thompson (Mildura District Wine 
Grape Growers' Association) to consider the future of the Nur
sery. While it was generally agreed that extension of the Nursery 
was necessary, castings were placed at approximately $15,000 
for irrigation and drainage, and $5,000 for trellising and planting. 
Mr Thompson advised that the Wine Grape Growers could not 
assist at the moment, but if financed may be able to repay part of 
the development costs over a period. This proPosition was not 
satisfactory to the Board and the Wine Grape Growers are now 
to discuss the possibility of obtaini'ng research finance from the 
Wine Board. A report of the Committee is appended. 

Salinity. The activities of the Salinity Commi~tee have greatly 
increased during the year and an amendment to the Committee's 
terms of reference may be necessary to allow it greater latitude 
in examining and reporting on salinity problems. A report by this 
Committee is also appended. 

Water Licences. In February 1978, discussions were held with 
the New South Wales Water Resources Committee on The 
ADFA role in opposing water licences. The Commission confir
med its policy of opposing restrictions on water licences to 
prevent the planting of dual purpose grapes. The Commission 
also advised that the New South Wales Government had recen
tly imposed a total embargo on the granting of new licences on 
the Murray, and that there would be a stay of licences on the 
Murrumbidgee and Darling Rivers pending a complete survey of 
water availability. The only licences to be processed in the 
meantime would be those which had been received prior to the 
time of the embargo. 

The Commission also advised that it could not accept objec
tions of The ADFA as it was a non:.incorporated Association. 

From information available to the Board it appeared that water 
from the Darling was already over-committed and that this would 
be aggravated by a number of large applications which had been 
reCeived by the Commissiol) and which would be processed as 
having been. received before the embargo. Accordingly, the 
Board agreed that MIDA Limited shoUld objeiCt to these ap-. 
plications on the basis of water availability. A total of three ap
plications have since been opposed and MIDA Limited will be 
called upon to appear at a Lands Board hearing witl:lin the near 
future. Mr. J. V. Seekamp has agreed to present the 
Association's case. 

INDUSTRY ECONOMY 

Equalisation and Stabilisation. These important items are 
covered by separate reports to -Council and are listed as separate 
Agenda items. 
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Hail Damage. On October 4 1977, the worst hail storm in Dried 
Fruits history was experienced in Sunraysia, damaging some 500 
properties at Red Cliffs and 140 properties between the Bird
woodton and Nichols Point areas, wiping out about 4,800 hec
tares (mainly Sultanas}, equivalent to 12,500 tonnes of dried 
fruit. The loss of grapes was estimated in excess of $12 million. 

A number of meetings were immediately held to assess 
damage and discuss relief requirements. It waS aPparent that the 
local Hail Insurance Scheme could provide only nominal 
assistance to those insured, and that many growers were without 
insurance. 

Subsequent meetings were held with the Premier, Mr R. J. 
Hamer and the Minister for Lands,· Mr W. A. Borthwick, the 
Premier advising that he had approved the following relief 
measures:-

Grants of up to $1,500 in cases of personal hardship. 
Housing loans of up to $15,000 at concessional rates of interest 
to assist towards rebuilding and repairs. 
Loans to small businesses and growers at concessional rates 
of interest, 

and advised that he would consider further assistance after 
examining a submission from The ADFA. He also agreed that, 
without commitment, the State Government Insurance Office 
could examine the viability of the Industry operating a self
managed hail fund. 

Several attempts to get either the State or Federal Govern
ment to underwrite the Hail Insurance Scheme were unsuc
cessful. 

Subsequently, a submission was lodged asking the Govern-
ment to: 

Waive total water rates for Season 1978 on properties within 
the State Rivers Irrigation districts. 
Grant authority under Section 125 of the Mildura Irrigation 
and Water Trusts Act for the waiving of water rates for Season 
1978 and make a grant to the FMIT to cover the subsequent 
loss of income. 
Approve farm maintenance grant of ·$11 0 per acre to cover 
costs necessary to the production of the Season 1979 crop. 
Approve a grant of $300 per basic rack unit towards the cost 
of replacing drying racks. 

The October 1977 hail storm took its toll in the Red Cliffs (Vic.) 
area. 

Th·e submission was successfUl only iri obtaining deferment of 
1977/78 water rates and charges, spread in three equal 
payments over the next three years, and for deferment for one 
year of the proposed increases in water rates and charges in the 
Red Cliffs and other irrigation areas severly affected by the 
storm. 

Before leaving this item I would like to record my appreciation 
to Mr lan Morton and his officers from the Rural Finance and 
Settlement Commission 'for their prompt response to the disaster 
and their sympathetic processing of applications for assistance. 
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Hail Insurance. Since the hail storm the Board has explored 
several areas in an attempt to find a Hail Insurance Schemtl' 
suitable to .the Industry. All attempts to obtain Government un
derwriting have been unsuccessful. However. it now appears 
that it may be possible to obtain insurance up to around a 
maximum of $1 million claims in any one year for a premium 
which is not beyond the finances of individual growers. 

At the time of writing this report discussions are in the 
preliminary stages but it is hoped that a final scheme can be sub
mitted to Federal Council. 

Dried Shlraz and other Wine Variety Grapes. Most growers will 
by now be aware that a quantity of Dried Shiraz appeared on the 
markets this year and could be followed next year by increasing 
quantities of this and other wine variety grapes. 

The possibility that some Shiraz might be dried was first 
brought to the attention of the Board in late February, and 
following the Press statement in the Sunraysia Daily of March 7, 
a special Board meeting was called and the following Policy 
Statement issued:-

The Australian Dried Fruits Association is seriously concerned· 
to learn of the decision by some growers of red variety wine 
grapes to dry their fruit and offer it for sale on the Australian 
market. The production of dried vine fruits of the traditional 
drying varieties is already well .in excess of Australian 
requirements and any intrusion of an additional variety onto 
this market can only increase the -export dependency of 
present growers. The long-term future of the dried vine fruits 
industry depends on a declining, not an increasing production. 

The ADFA is also aware of the serious economic problems 
facing some growers through the declining demand by 
wineries for red grapes, and the need for these growers to find 
alternative markets for their fruit. To ensure that the orderly 
marketing of dried fruits in Australia is maintained and protec
ted The ADFA is prepared to process this fruit. and market it if 
possible. However. it believes that the Government could give 
more effective assistance and, to this end, urgently calls on 
the Commonwealth Government to:-

(a) reduce by 75 per' cent the excise duty on Australian 
brandy, and 

(b) immediately impose quotas, based on imports for 
1975/76, on the import of wines with quotas being set at 

-wine in bulk- nil 
-wine in bottles- 50 per cent. 

As most of the wine and brandy imported into Australia 
orig!nates from the European Economic Community, and as 
the Community actively sponsors and suppo_rts a policy aimed 
at protecting its producers, it can make no Valid objection to 
Australia taking similar measures to protect Its producers. 

As Government intervention would now be too late to 
stimulate Season 1978 intake, The AOFA will immediately-

(a) authorise its packing companies to aCcept the. fruit for 
processing under ADFA terms and conditions, 

(b) authorise its Selling Agents to offer the·fruit for sale on 
the Australian market and, subject to the agreement of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Control BC?ard, on export. 

The fruit so accepted will be subject to the pricing and 
distribution policy of The AOFA and subject to the payment of 
levies and commissions as now applying to growers of other 
varieties of dried vine fruits. 

The ADFA wishes to emphasise that it cannot guarantee a 
market for this fruit and suggests that growers of red grapes 
thoroughly examine the economics of their operation before 
cor:nmitting themselves to drying. Because of the higher dry· 
rat1o and the extra. attention needed in processing and 
seeding, the returns from red grapes must be below that 
earned by growers of Currants. Sultanas and Raisins. 
At a subsequent meeting with Wine Grape Growers we were 

advised that, as the present growers had found and secured a 
market, they desired to keep this market exclusive to Sunraysia 
growers. While appreciating that this is contrary to normal ADFA 
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Shiraz muffins created a deal of interest at the recent Southland 
Shopping Centre display. 

procedure, they pointed out that it was usual within the Wine \nM 
dustry wherein each area attempts to be responsible only for its 
own growers. 

ADFA members spent considerable time trying to change this 
attitude but were unsuccessful, the growers advising that while 
they wished to market through The ADFA they could have fruit 
processed outside. 

In order to bring the fruit within The ADFA it was agreed that 
the Sunraysia pool be given an adjustment free tonnage suf
ficient to service the present buyer only- the extent of that ton
nage to be determined - and that any fruit in the Sunraysia pool 
in excess of that quantity share with all other Shiraz growers in a 
common pool. In effect this will give equalisation of the proceeds 
of the Shiraz pool with the exception of the adjustment free tonM 
nage which would be exclusive to Sunraysia growers. 

CDFS Pty. Ltd. is to become the sole selling agent in 1979, but 
the private company formed by the Wine Grape Growers will be 
the servicing company to their buyer. The fruit to be supplied by 
CDFS Pty. Ltd. through the company to the buyer. 

All fruit including the adjustment free tonnage is to be subject 
to ADF.A. terms and conditions of sale and the payment of levies. 

For this year The ADFA has listed and then de-listed Shiraz, 
which gives Packing Companies dispensation to accept. process 
and handle fruit outside of ADFA terms and conditions of s.ale. 

This compromise proposal was arrived at only after long 
discussion, and has yet to be confirmed by the Wine Grape 
Growers' Association. The marketing launch by the Wine Grape 
Growers will be watched with interest. 

The variety should not prove a competitor to traditional drying 
varieties as long as the present buyer can absorb total tonnages 
for the productioil of Shiraz muffins. The threat will become real 
if usage flows over into lines ·now· using Currants, Sultanas or 
Raisins. Even so it is difficult to see what other course the Board 
can take. If The ADFAwon't handle the· fruit the non-Association 
packers would. 

An even more difficult position will arise if growers begin 
drying other varieties, particularly Doradillos, of which there is a 
potentially large surplus in South Australia. 

Winery prices for drying variety grapes. New South Wales and 
Victoria are presently drafting legislation for the setting of 
minimum prices for winery intake of grapes of prescribed 
varieties. Initially only Sultanas and Gordos will be prescribed 
but other varieties can be added if, and when necessary. 

The scheme·calls for a Negotiating Committee in both Victoria 
and New South Wales, comprising three wine-makers and three 
wine grapegrowers with an independent Chairman. These States 
Negotiating Committees will meet jointly from time to time under 
an independent Chairman. The object of the meetings will be to 
agree to a minimum price for the varieties for the season which 
will then be gazetted and become binding for the year. 
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If the Committees are unable to agree on a minimum price 
they will meet with an independent arbitrator acceptable to both 
wine-makers and grapegrowers. In the event of .an arbitrator not 
being mutually acceptable the Minister to appoint an arbitrator. 

Arising either from negotiating or arbitration minimum prices 
will then be set by each of. the States. Provision will be made to 
vary prices to cover quality variations. It will not be a condition of 
the legislation that the prices set by the Minister will be identical 
to that set in South Australia by the Prices Commission. 

Because of the interdependency of the two industries, The 
ADFA is seeking representation on the negotiating committees. 
The Board's main task will be to ensure that Sultanas are not 
priced at an artificially high level in order to enforce a swing to 
other varieties. 

RESEARCH 

Statutory Research Fund. At the Budget meeting in December 
1977, fund availability as below was examined and the following 
research projects recommended to the Minister for approval: 

Estimated Funds available 1978/79: 

Balance in 
Trust 
Account 
as at 
October 31, 

Dried 
Vine 

Fruits 
$ 

Dried 
Tree 

Fruits 
$ 

Prunes 
$ 

Total 
$ 

1977 33,193.38 2,052.81 22,116.00 57,362.19 
Commonwealth 
commitment 
as at 
October 31, 
1977 
(Industry 
contribution 
less amounts 
already 
contributed 
by Commonwealth) 38,231.96 5,460.29 14,825.76 58,518.01 

LESS Balance 
of Grants 
under1977/78 
program 

Amount 
available 
for future 
distribution 
19771evy 
(Estimated) 
Commonwealth 
commitment 

Estimated 
amount 
available 
for 1978/79 
distribution 

71,425.34 7,513.10 36,914.76115,880.20 

46,565.00 - 2,425.00 48,990.00 

24,860.34 7,513.10 34,516.76 66,890.20 

64,000.00 6.500.00 6,500.00 77,000.00 

64,000.00 6,500.00 6,500.00 77,000.00 

153,000.00 20,500.00 47,500.00 221,000.00 
221,000.00 
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Projects approved for 1978/79: 

Continuing projects 
- Evalu.ation of grapevine 
rootstocks for salt 
tolerance (CSIRO) .......... 
-Trellising and spacing trials 
of Gordos on nematode 
resistent rootstocks 
(Victorian Department of 
Agriculture) ................... 
- Effect of heat treatment 
and viruses on yield of 
grapevines (Victorian Department 
of Agriculture) .................. 
- Rain damage of grapes-
second last year of 
Considine project (Victorian 
Department of Agriculture) ... 

New projects 
-Testing the shelf life 
of Dried Vine Fruits, 
the development of new 
products and testing of 
shelf life of the more 

Vine 
Fruits 

$ 

15,055 

7,960 

. 3,500 

2,800 

promising (CSIROJ . . . . . ... 11,500 
-Development of new 
varieties (and improvement 
of present varieties} of 
drying variety vines by 
hybridisation (CSIROJ ............ 11,300 

-Evaluation of cultural 
practices and rootstocks for 
·earina grapevines (Victorian 
Department of Agriculture) . . . . . . . 3,990 
-Insect pest control (in 
vineyards) for drying grapes (Victorian 
Department of Agriculture) . . . . . . 5,500 

·-Trellising and spacing 
trials of Gordos on nematode 
resistant rootstock in 
nematode infested replant 
situation (Victorian 
Department of Agriculture) 4,245 
- Foliar absorption studies 
(NSW Department of 

Prunes 
$ 

Agriculture}...................... 5,600* 
-Mechanical hedging of Prunes . 8,700* 

65,850 14,300 

Projected 
finalisation 

dates 
$ 

1980 

1981 

1986 

1980 

1981 

1980 

1988 

1980 

1991 

*Funding required for capital items only, no cost to Fund for 
research in following years. 

The following projects were also considered, but ·not ap-
proved: 

- "Significance of root lesion nematodes in vineyards", a 
two-year project from CSIRO at total cost of $31,700. 

- "Solar powered dehydration of Vine Fruits", a two-year 
project from CSIRO at total cost of $36,700. 

The New South Wales Department of Agriculture, with the 
support of the Prunes Industry Conference have since sought 
funds of $43,944 over 3 years to research and develop control 
measures for Prune Rust. The cost in 1978/1979 is $13,742. 

Technical Advice. The following resolution of Sunraysia 
District Council ADFA was passed to Commonwealth Authorities: 
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That the Board of Management inform appropriate Authorities 
that any technical advice supplied from Australia to overseas 
producers of Dried Fruit may act to the detriment of the 
Australian,Dried Fruits Industry. 

Solar Energy. The Victorian Department of Agriculture has ad
vised that it is currently involved in investigations into the use of 
Solar Energy for finishing drying of Vine Fruits. Studies have 
shown that temperature increases in the order of 10°C can be 
readily achieved under plastic;, but that distribution of the heat 
effect through a depth of fruit was not simple. 

It is understood that the CSIRO is also contemplating a 
research program on this subject. 

Dietetics. At its April 1978 meeting the Board was addressed by 
Mr A. Sali (University of Melbourne) and Mr P. Hunt (Monash 
University). 

Mr Sali stated that in recent years there had been an in
creasing interest ifl the importance of nutrition as a factor in 
halting the spread of disease. 

Research had proved that certain groups of people suffered 
less· from particular diseases than did other groups. People from 
under-developed nations suffered less from bowel complaints, 
cancer of the bowel, gallstones, haemorrhoids and appendicitis 
than people from developed countries. Lack of roughage and 
fibre in diets was .thought tO be a contributing factor. 

Unfortunately, lack of funds had restricted research and this 
was the reason for an approach to The ADFA. 

The Board believes this could be a worthwhile line of research 
and has asked Messrs. Sali and Hunt to submit a proposal for 
consideration to the next budget meeting of the Dried Fruits 
Research Committee. 

XX:th International Horticultural Congress. The Congress is to 
be held in Sydney on August 15-23, 1978 and an Exhibition will 
be staged to coincide with the Open Day at Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College. 

The ADFA will be represented at the Congress either by the 
Chairman or Executive . Officer and the General Secretary
Manager is liaising with Agents in arranging an industry display, 
or providing literature for distribution to delegates. 

ADMINISTRATION 

This year has again been a busy one for both Head Office Staff 
and the Board. The two important issues of Stabilisation and 
Equalisation have both progressed from the preliminary stages 
to a point where we are now awaiting draft legislation. The 
severe hail storms called for prompt and continuing action in an 
effort to get additional assistance for growers. and Head Office 
has since been heavily involved in discussions on hail insurance 
possibilities. 

Head Office Staff has been further reduced and is, I believe, 
now down· to its minimum workable level. 

National Outlook Conference. It was my pleasure this year as 
Chairman of The ADFA, to present the Dried Fruit Paper at the 
National Outlook Conference in Canberra. With the Wine In
dustry facing a heavy surplus most of the attention of delegates 
was given to papers on the Wine Industry, but nevertheless there 
was fair attendance during the Dried Fruits Session. 

Whether or not the National Outlook Conferences will con
tinue to be held is now subject to review by the Government and 
a series of questionnaires has been sent to participating 
organisations for comment. 

National Market Information Service. The Board strongly op
posed a proposal by the Australian Broadcasting Commission 
that it establish a National Outlook Marketing Information Ser
vice, combining the resources of the ABC commodity boards 
and producer associations, with part of the annual cost to be met 
by primary industries. The contribution expected from Hor
ticulture was $12,000. The Board is of the opinion that provision 
of this service should be financed from within the ABC Budget. 
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Farmer Unity. The Board is closely watching development in 
New South Wales which could lead to the formation of a National 
Farmers' Federation. Under the present proposals this would be 
divided into four sections with Horticulture being grouped with a 
miscellany of other small producer organisations. Insofar as The 
ADFA is concerned representation would probably be through 
the Australian Horticultural Growers Council to the Australian 

·.Farmers' Federation to the National Farmers' Federation. A tor
-tuous line of communication and one which I am not sure can be 
effective in representing the smaller industries. 

Prunes Industry Conference. A successful Prunes Industry 
Conference was held at Young, New South Wales on May 3, and 
was well attended by delegates from all producing areas. While 
the Conference should be held annually, a suggestion has been 
put to Branches that it' be reduced to a two yearly event. 

Branch Representation at Federal Council. In accordance with 
the resolution of Federal Council 1975 Branch tonnages on a 
five-year average up to, and including, Season 1977 have been 
calculated, and on Branches with more than one representative 
show: 

Coomealla ............... . 
Merbein ................. . 
Mildura .................. . 
Red Cliffs ................ . 
Robinvale ................ . 

Branch Tonnage 
6,020 
9,315 

18,248 
13,632 

7,111 

Representation 
3 
4 
4 
4 
3 

On this basis Robirivale representation is to be reduced from 4 
to 3 and the necessary amendment to Rules and Regulations ap
pears as a separate Agenda Item. 

West Australian Representation on Board of Management. The 
WA Branch has not submitted a nomination to replace Mr J. Duff, 
and a separate motion has been submitted to Council, recom
mending that the Board of Management be reduced by one by 
deleting West Australian representation. This is not an unexpec
ted development as production in Western Australian has been 
steadily declining, and a recent survey of grower deliveries in
dicated that there are few growers in that State producing in ex
cess of 15 tonnes of Dried Fruit annually. 

West Australia has played an important part in the develop
ment of the Currant Industry and has been a loyal member of 
The ADFA since the 1920's. It' is with some regret that we see 
production reduced to the stage where Board represe·n~ation is . 
no longer warranted, but nevertheless we look forward to seeing 
West Australian delegates at Federal Council each year. WA 
growers can also be aSsured that their interests will be fully 
protected and that visits will be made to their State by the Ch~ir
man or another Board member whenever necessary- certainly 
at least once each year. 

Historic Recor~.s. During the year the Association published a 
facsimile edition of the 1896 "Report of the Mildura Royal Com
mission into the Mildura Settlement". Publication was limited to 
some sixty copieS.: only five of which remain unsold. We a~e in-. , ~, 
debted to Mr J. R. Gordon, OBE, for the loan of the opginal 
report from· which the facsimile plates ·were made. · 

Publications. The Board has approved publication of a booklet 
detailing Industry Administration and Procedures and this will be 
oompleted as soon as the Equalisation -legislation has been 
passed. 

"Australian Dried Fruits News". Postage rates on the "News" 
has been reclassified from Category C to Category A. reducing 
postage costs from 15c to 6c a copy. This has materially assisted 
in reducirig costs of the "News" for the year. 

GENERAL 
Mr D. Andary, OBE. It is with a great deal of pleasure that we 

record the conferring by Her Majesty, the Queen, of the Order of 
the British Empire on Mr David Andary for services to the Fruit 
Industries. David has been heavily involved in the Dried Fruits, 
carming and Citrus Industries for many years as marketer, 
processor and grower, and has made a valuable Contribution. It is 
pleasing to see that his services have been recognised. 

Mr R. R. Hollick, MBE. Congratulations of the industry are also 
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extended to Mr R. R. Hollick on his receipt of the MBE for his' 
services to Australian Viticulture. 

Retirement, Mr J. Duff. While the retirement of Mr J. Duff is 
listed under a separate Agenda Item to give Federal Council the 
opportunity of expressing its appreciation, I would like to record 
my own and the Board's sincere appreciation of the services 
given to Industry Administration by Mr Duff since he jOined ·the 
Board in 1965. 

Jim has capably represented ' his State on the Board of 
Management and has taken an active interest in all aspects of in
dustry administration and procedures. We wish _him well in his 
retirement. 

Mr T. Miller. The Board also records its appreciation for the 
services given to the Industry by Mr Tom Miller of the South 
Australian Department of Agriculture. Mr Miller retired from the 
Department in April this year. 

Obituary, Col. R. R. Robinson. It is with regret that we record 
the death of Colonel R. R. Robinson in Queensland early this 
year. CoL Robinson was President of the -Queensland Dried 
Fruits Distributors' Association and had a long association with 
the Dried Fruits Industry. He was an eloquent and formidable ad
vocate for the Distributors' Associations which, in the past, 
played an important part in Australian. marketing. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

We are again indebted to Mr George Tilley, Editor of the 
"Sunraysia Daily" for the assistance he has continued to give to 
the InduStry. While he sometimes is critical of the Association 
and Industry administration, he is equally fair in giving us praise 
when he believes it due. He has continued to give us extensive 
coverage in his own paper and has materially assisted in having 
press releases accepted by other newspapers. 

Close liaison has again -been maintained with Government 
members and officers of the Department of Primary Industry and 
State Departments of Agriculture and CSIRO, as well as with the 
Australian Dried Fruits Control Boards and the various State 
Boards. To these-gentlemen who have assisted us during the 
year I record my sincere appreciation. 

Staff. There have been several changes in Head Office Staff 
during the past twelve months. Mr Graham Warrener has joined 
the Association as Assistant Secretary, bringing with him ex
perience in administration and rural journali~m. 

Mrs Thelma D'Arcy who has been with the Association for over 
twenty years decided early in the year to "retire from the work
force" and devote more time to her family. Mrs D'Arcy has been 
attending Council for much longer than many of the delegates 
present and is known to many people within the industry. The 
Board has personally expressed its appreciation to Mrs D'Arcy 
and I here record the appreciation of Federal Council. 

Mrs Carlien Horvat has since been appointed Private Secretary 
to -the General- Secretary-Manager and I am sure ·delegates can 
expect and will receive the same courtesy 'and attention they 
have received in the past. 

Mr George Scott, the Association's Accountant, who is well on 
his· way to his Bachelor of Economics degree, also resigned from 
the 'Association on June 30. With- the phasing down of Head of
fice· activities through the passing of promotion to Agents and the 
new single poOl arrangements, Head Office accounting is now 
only -basic and Mr Scott has accepted a position offering him 
wide'r disciplines and the opportunity to progress according to 
his talents. With the timing of his resignation so close to Federal 
Council Mr Scott has kindly offered to return for th6 two days of. 
Conference to ensure that delegates correctly receive their 
allowances and expenses - a gesture which 1 am sure all 
delegates will appreciate. 

To all those members of staff, both past and present, who have 
terided to the ne~ds of the Board and the Industry during the year 
I extend my thanks. 

For, and on behalf of the Board, 

July 12, 1978 
FRANK GILL, Chairman, 

ADFA Board of Management. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



il and the rural sector 
By Brian Joseph 

The rising price of oil - the source of nearly half of 
Australia's primary energy needs and virtually all our 
liquid fuels - is having a great impact on tlie nation's 
economy. But nowhere is the pinch felt as severely as 
in the rural sector, heavily dependent on cheap tran
sport and a big user of petroleum products itself. In 
this article, Mr Joseph, a farmer from Victoria, says 
that world parity crude oil pricing would squeeze rural 
industries, dependent on market conditions for the 
prices they get for their products, even further. It 
would also reduce the country's ability to trade on ex
port markets and result in higher costs to the domestic 
consumer. 

The input cost effects of world parity crude oil pricing would be 
severely felt by the whole of the rural sector, and particularly by 
grain growers. Overall, it would severely reduce our ability to trade 
on export markets, and reflect higher costs into the home market, 
because it must be realised that. the rural sector has been forced to 
absorb much of the inflationary spiral of the 1970's. This has 
resulted in severe deterioration of the farm situation and frankly, 
apart from statistical evidence available to indicate th9 situation, as 
a practical farmer I know that we have exhausted our capacity to cut 
costs, and at the same time maintain efficient production. 

The energy crisis 

The geographic and economic reasons the centres of Australian 
growth, commerce and population have been centred on the 
eastern seaboard. Historically the rural industries have forwarded 
fro111. hundreds of miles away their bulky produce in one form or 
another to these centres for manufacture or distribution. Decen
tralisation of industry has largely remained a dream. Today, with a 
crisis in petroleum based energy imminent, it could be the rUral sec
tor is again paying dearly- a price it cannot afford. 

Basically, rural Australia has three major petroleum product 
problems: 

• The input cost effects on farm income. 

• The input cost effects associated with off farm transport. 

• The unlikelihood of any alternative sources of cheap.
liquid fuel being developed in the long term. 

You may ask, why then is Australian agriculture so dependent 
upon petroleum productS as its major energy source and what real 
difference would world parity crude oil pricing make? 

The fact, sometimes not fully appreciated, is that the rural secto:r 
is a big user of petroleum products. Indeed, in. th.e last 50 years 
Australian agriculture has moved from being a net producer to ·neh 
user of energy. Professor D. E. Tribe of Melbourne University,, 
stated in December 1976 that between 1936 and 1976 the number 
of tractors in Australia increased from about 25,000 ·to more tharl , 
300,000 and between 1940 and 1976 the amount _of artificial fer
tiliser used increased from less than 1,000,000 tonnes a year to 
more than 4,000,000. On the other hand, the number of mB.Ies em
ployed in agriculture and related industries decreag;ed from nearly 
550,000 in the late 1930s to 300,000 in 1976 and the number. of 
horses fell from more than 2,000,000 in 1926 to around 100,000 jn 
1976. 

Professor Tribe said. that great increases in agricultural produc
tion over the period "were made with a steadily declining labour 
force and that key factors in technological prOgress have been 
greater fertiliser and water use, and the replacement of horse power 
by the internal combustion engine. The increased use of fossil fuels 
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in agriculture, either directly to power machines or indirectly as fer
tilisers anc:f agricultural chemicals has in fact been the most impor
tant factor behind the technological advances made on Australian 
farms". Ironically, this dependence on petroleum products is now 
threatenin.g the viability of many farmers. 

Rural use of fuel 

Table ·1 shows that agriculture, forestry and fishing are credited 
with 19.5 per cent of the fuel usage while manufaqturing in total is 
less, at 19.1 per cent. Unfortunately the agricultural content under 
transport and storage is not clear, but would be considerable. Vir
tually all 'f8rm inputs and outputs such as superphosphate, ·fencing 
materials, hay, fuel, milk, grain, livestock, wool, etc, are bulky. Con
sequently, every country district and town has its local cartage con
tractor, frequently the largest-business in the area. 

lnves~ment by farmers 

Mechanical advances also induced social changes; the pick and 
shovel area of agriculture, implying the wearisome job of digging 
postholes by hand, hand boring holes in fence posts, digging out 
rabbits, etc. were eliminated and a reduction occurred in the rural 
labour force. This combined with the introduction of myxomatosis 
and trace elements, pasture improvements and the wool boom of the 
early 1950s gave many farmers money, possibly for the first time in 
their lives. The media news of that time may have highlighted the 
parties, the Mercedes Benz's and Rolls Royces of the wool boom, 
but the realities were different. 

Most of the proceeds were ploughed back into agriculture so that 
we become totally dependent on petroleum for energy and redun~ 

• Continued overleaf 
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Table 1 
Use of refined petroleum products by industry 

ASIC Class 

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and housing 

Mining 
Manufacturing: 

food, beverages and tobacco 
textiles and clothing 
wood and paper products 
chemicals {excluding petroleum refining) 
non-metallic mineral products 
metals, metal products 
transport equipment 
machinery and household appliances 
leather, rubber and plastic products 

Electricity, gas and water 
Building and construction 
Trade- wholesale and retail 
Transport and storage 
Communications 
Finance 
Administration and defence 
Community services. entertainment and other 
Personal services and business expenses 

Percentage of total 
refined petroleum 
products used by 

ASIC Class (excluding 
petroleum r~fining) 

p.c. p.c. 
19.5 

4.6 

3.0 
0.8 
2.1 
3.6 
2.0 
4.1 
1.3 
1.4 
0.8 19.1 

1.9 
13.5 
12.3 
21.3 

0.2 
2.2 
3.7 
1.1 
0.7 

Refined petroleum 
products as percentage 

of total demand for 
materials and services 

by ASIC Class 

p.c. p.c. 
2.11 

1.32 

0.28 
0.14 
0.37 
1.15 
1.01 
0.46 
0.20 
0.19 
0.35 4.15 

0.67 
1.12 
0.90 
2.74 
0.09 
0.16 
0.72 
0.12 
0.77 

Source: Industries Assistance Commission's report on crude oil and pricing (1976}. 

dant rural workers left fpr the cities. During the 1960's and ever 
since, as the cost price squeeze has put pressure on the rural sector, 
the tendency has continually been to increase productivity, to con
tinually replace manpower with machine power. Today many family 
farm units are producing the equivalent, or more, agricultural 
produce as the old original station properties which, in their time, 
were really small villages. 

NSWsurvey 

There is a petroleum product component in every item of primary 
production - as a fat lamb producer, I estimate that it takes four 
litres of fuel to produce one lamb. But the ratio of fuel used by grain 
growers is higher. This was shown in a recent report by the New 
South Wales Department of Agriculture, based on a 1974-75 survey 
of wheat growing areas in NSW. Published in the Department's 
magazine,. Agricultural Gazette, the report said the average con
sumption of fuel was 68.7 litres per hectare of wheat. 

"Three-quarters of the area of grain sewings in NSW are wheat. In 
wheat production, farmers use 15 per cent of all automotive 
distillate or 2 per cent of all petroleum fuels used in the state. The 
cost is about 5 per cent of the total cost of wheat production, which 
today averages $80 per hectare," said the report. "The 2.65 million 
hectare wheat crop of 1974-75 required 182 million litres of 
petroleum fuel of which 70 per cent was used in cultivation. The 
fuel used in 'other operations' is largely petrol for grain elevators 
and cartage. The total requirement per hectare averages 69 litres 
which at the average yield of 1.4 tonnes per hectare is equivalent to 
an average of 48 litres per tonne of grain. Regional averages vary 
from state averages for various reasons." The fuel use in each 
operation of wheat growing and harvesting is shown in Table 2 and 
the fuel use per hectare and per tonne of wheat is shown in Table 3. 
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Table2 
Fuel use by operation and region 

Fuel used in 
million litres 

c ~c ~ • c 
0 oo c 

2 ~"' --a:;:; ~ ~ . ~ co 
-~ Qjr? o.<::: m 

~ E:;:; u- ~ ,ciD 
Region ·;::: :; 

~~ 
0 • 158 "-U "' :r: 1-

New England 9.53 25.67 5.17 5.34 4.85 50.56 
Western 8.05 17.48 3.95 3.10 2.64 35.22 
Mid-Western 10.36 13.73 4.67 5.64 2.76 37.16 
South Western 6.40 19.63 3.05 3.44 1.93 34.45 
Southern 4.31 6.48 1.89 3c81 0.93 17.40 
South-eastern and 

lllawarra 0.85 1.21 0.50 0.63 0.23 3.42 
Mid-coast and 

Hunter 0.59 0.99 0.38 0.18 0.21 2.35 
Unsurveyed area 

(coastal) 0.27 0.59 0.14 0.16 0.09 1.24 

Total 40.36 85.79 19.73 22.29 13.65 181.81 

All data rounded from full figures. Additions and averages may not 
tally exactly. 
Source: Agricultural Gazette of NSW, October 1977. 

Another factor not fully appreciated is that off-farm transport costs 
are paid by the farmer - both ways. Superphosphate is costed ex
works and with few exceptions all farm inputs are ex-works or carry 
a hidden cost. The transport costs of items such as grain, livestock, 
wool, etc, are direct charges against the farmer and in many instan
ces comprise the biggest cost factor in the farm business. Table 4 
gives some indication of the transport costs involve_d in agriculture 
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when it is multiplied by the average normal rate of 1 tonne per 
kilometre = 10 cents. The total distances these tonnages travel 
would vary, but in many cases would be considerable. The table 
does not include dairy products, hay and livestock not for slaughter. 

Table 3 
Fuel use per hectare and per tonne 

0 0 

~ 1:J"' 
0 .2 0 
0"0 1i a o 0 m t51ij<IJ w~(U E ~ E • m roo- o • m -~~~ " mou """" - <IJ a> c 

•-.r:. $ cOo wc.._u Q) c l::: c 
Region .,,_~ "~0 ::l Q."!::: w ~ 8 :.J .8 "-1-- LLU..J.r:. 

New England 713 1 ,102 70.9 50.0 
Western 533 746 66.1 47.2 
Mid-Western 636 937 58.4 39.7 
South-western 394 575 87.4 60.0 
Southern 277 415 62.8 42.0 
South-eastern and 

lllawarra 43 66 79.8 52.0 
Mid-coast and Hunter 32 52 73.1 45.3 
Unsurveyed area 
coastal) 18 6 68.7 206.0 

Total, NSW 2,646 3,809 68.7 47.7 

Source: Agricultural Gazette of NSW, October 1977. 

Table4 
Weight or number of some farm inputs and outputs 

Year 

Artificial fertilizers-
total used 74-75 

Cereals- all types of grain, 
volume produced 76-77 

Potatoes-volume produced 76-77 
Other crops- volume produced 76-77 
Fruit- volume produced 76-77 
Wool- volume produced 75-76 
Meat- slaughtering of livestock 

carted to abbatoirs 

3,959,000 tonnes 

15,945,000 !annes 
74,000 tonnes 

3,400,000 !annes 
2.404,000 !annes 

725,000 tonnes 

45,750,000 units 

Source: Bureau of Agricultural Economics Quarterly Review. 
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Rural social structure 

World parity crude oil pricing, however, would not only add 
tremendously to the production and transport costs in agriculture, it 
would also create havoc in the social structure of all rural people. Of 
courSe, vast social changes have been taking place ever since the 
cities offered a competitive life-style and employment opportunities 
in secondary industries; the developments in agricultural 
techniQues and machinery have simply hastened this process. In 
recent years the continuing deterioration in the price to cost ratio 
has forced many to leave agriculture, resulted in the closure of 
many small rural schools, churches, medical. dental and legal prac
tices, and created difficulties in organising social functions, cricket, 
football and tennis teams. Certainly in most country centres people 
must travel further to fulfil a social existence. Ancillary services, 
have, in many areas, also disappeared. Until recent times the baker, 
grocer, tyre service man and other traders called; today the farmer's 
wife drives - often many kilometres -- to town to collect supplies. 
Getting a tradesman out to do a job on the farm can prove to be a 
very expensive proposition indeed. 

Small farmlets 

Another dramatic change taking place in the rural sector- as if 
to disprove previous comments - is the incidence of 5, 10 or 20 
hectare farmlets with people from all walks of life commuting up to 
30 kilometres daily to work. This trend in reversing the general pat
tern of change is cinly occurring in areas around towns where there 
is employment but their settlement density is insufficient to warrant 
public transport to work. On the evidence available world parity 
crude oil pricing would place severe social and communal restraints 
on the whole rural sector which has already found the general in
flationary trends now current impossible to pass on in the form of in
creased prices. 

Alternative energy sources are currently under investigation, but 
it must be realised that the rural sector requires fuel that can be 
used "tn mobile machinery. Farmers have been utilising windpower 
very effectively for many decades to pump water for stock purposes 
and to a limited extent supplying electricity for specific purposes. 
Firewood and solar heating are used in some rural areas but these 
don't offer any real solution to the problem. 

Australia's capacity to trade its primary products on distant world 
markets is largely a result of a mild climate. broadacre farming, our 
overall farming efficiency and the use of cheap sources of energy to 
utilise these natural advantages. As a nation we tend to relate the 
crisis in energy to the motor car and transport, unfortunately, it is 
equally if not more relative, to the dinner plate. 
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Stabi I isation 
By F. H. Gill, Chairman, Board of Management 

At Federal Council 1977, in commenting on the lAC Enquiry I was only 
able to say that although the Association's counter-submission to the 
lAC's recommendations had been lodged in July, 1977, and the Inter
departmental Committee had reported to Cabinet in February, 1977, no 
announcement of Government decision had yet been made. 

Now I am pleased to report that the 
Government has rejected the lAC's recom
mendations in respect to a two-pool 
scheme and has offered the Industry a new 
stabilisation plan to cover the three years 
1978-1980. 

The terms of the Plan which are now to 
be submitted to Cabinet provide: 

• The Plan to apply to Sultanas only 
witho.ut disqualifying Currants and 
Raisins from participating in any future 
plan. 

• A commencing base price, estimated by 
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, at 
around $515 per tonne. 

• Annual indexing of the cash costs com
ponent of the base price and the labour 
component of the owner/operator 
allowance in the (so-called) constant 
costs. 

• The production per acre unit of 36.2 cwt. 
per acre on which the base price is 
assessed for 1978 to be revised to cover 
recent production years and indexing ad
justed to the new production level for 
Seasons 1979 and 1980. 

• Give or take to remain at $10 per tonne 
above or below the base price for the 
Season. 

• Government Bounty to be payable on a 
maximum of 60,000 tonnes and limited 
to a maximum of $25 per tonne (giving a 
maximum annual Government liability of 
$1.5 million). 

• Grower contributions not payable unless 
production exceeds 50,000 tonnes. 

production for the season on a maximum of 
20,000 tonnes Currants and 75,000 tonnes 
Sultanas. This was an open-ended plan in 
as much as there was no limit placed on 
Government contributions other than the 
maximum production. 

However, this plan was not introduced as 
2,568 growers out of a total of 6,624 on the 
growers roll neglected to vote. Of the 
4,056 who did vote over 700 were 
declared informal, the "Yes" vote of 2,951 
not providing the required majority of 
those entitled to vote. 

A second Plan was offered to and accep
ted by the Industry in 1964 to cover 
Seasons 1964-1968 with an opening base 
price of $215.05 per ton calculated against 
a production per aCre of 32.1 cwt. Again it 
was an open ended Plan (the last ever to 
be approved by the Government for any in
dustry), with no limit on Government 
Bounty except for the production 
limitations of Currants 13,500 tons, 
Sultanas 75,000 tons and Raisins 11,000 
tons. Grower contributions were limited to 
$20 per ton on any variety in any one year 
with no contribution payable when produc
tion fell below CUrrants - 8,000 tons, 
Sultanas - 50,000 tons and Raisins -
6,000 tons. 

The 1964-1968 Plan did not involve the 
Government in any expenditure of Govern
ment provided money although there was 
some transfer of growers' moneys between 
seasons as the following Table shows: 

A new plan was negotiated by the 
Association to cover Seasons 1969-1973 
with a base price of $264 per ton 
calculated against a production per acre of 
36.2 cwt. The Plan differed from the 1964-
1968 Plan by: 

• limiting Government Bounty to $20 per 
ton, 

• increasing maximum Sultana limitations 
to 85,000 tons, 

• increasing minimum Sultana limitations 
to 60,000 tons. 

The Plan was vigorously opposed by the 
then APPU which advised growers that if 
they rejected the offer they (the APPU) 
COuld negotiate a better plan. At the sub
sequent referendum growers did reject the 
Plan. 

The APPU then quietly (well, perhaps 
not too quietly) faded into the background 
leaving- the Industry without Stabilisation. 
For 1969 this was of little consequence as 
average realisations were around cost of 
production, but in 1970, with 8 Sultana 
crop above 85,000 tons sweatbox 
realisations fell well below the season's 
assessed cost of production of $263.84 per 
ton. The advice of the APPU in that year 
cost growers in excess of $1 million. 

In 1971 the Association negotiated a fur
ther Plan to cover seasons 1971-75 with an 
opening base price of $268.69 per tonne. 
This Plan differed from the 1969-1973 of
fer only in 

Currants Sultanas Raisins 
$ $ $ 

To enable this offer to be considered in 
detail, and in perspective the following 
resume of negotiating from 1964 to the 
present are provided. 

Contributions- 1964 772,388.39 1,530,339. 77 164,717.98 

PREVIOUS PLANS 
Negotiations for a Government suppor

ted Stabilisation Plan commenced in the 
late 1940's and various approaches were 
tried including: 

• a guaranteed return per acre, 
• subsidisation of export sales, and the 

finally successful 
• price support per tonne oJ production. 

The first plan was offered to the Industry 
in 1957 for Currants and Sultanas only and 
provided for a guaranteed return of $20 
per tonne below the assessed costs of 

18- July, 1978 

-1965 
-1966 
-1967 
-1968 

Less Bounties- 1967 
-1968 

Interest 

Surplus funds at close 
of Plan 

Which was distributed to 
-Season 1964 growers 
-Season 1965 growers 
-Season 1967 growers 
-Season 1968 growers 

51,858.24 42,415.00 
139,311.74 

25,488.05 
43,287.86 

193,022.54 1,669,651.51 207,132.98 
1,123,728.97 116,760.56 

294,666.70 9,451.61 

193,022.54 251,255.84 80,920.81 
23,214.58 272,802.01 35,304.26 

216,237.12 524,057.85 116,225.07 

86,566.41 524,057.85 116,225.07 
59,622.10 
26,760.75 
43,287.86 
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• increasing Government Bounty to a 
maximum of $23 per tonne, 

• reducing the maximum tonnage 
limitations on Sultanas to 75,000. 

Overall the Government maximum 
liability in any Season increased by only 
$250,000. 

Because of delays associated with the 
requirements of the Industries Assistance 
Commission Act, the 1971-1975 Plan was 
extended to cover Season 1976, and could 
have been extended to Season 1977 if 
prices and production had warranted. 
Movements within this Fund have been: 

Bounties 
-Season 1971 
-Season ·1972 
-Season 1976 

Contributions 
-Season 1972 

Surplus/( Deficiency) 

If the negotiations for the new plan are 
approved the amount of $126,181, plus in
.terest, held in the RaiSin Fund will be 
refunded to Season 1972 Raisin growers. 

The Commission's recommendations 
were presented to the Minister on 
16/1/1976, reading: 
The Commission's recommendations are: 

Marke~ing 

• A two pool entitlement scheme for 
the marketing of dried vine fruit be in
troduced to operate with unrestricted 
negotiability of dorriestic entitlements. The 
scheme to be supported by Australian 
Government legislation involving the 
collection of taxes on dried vine fruit sales 
on the domestic market and the reimbur
sement of such taxes to participating 
growers. 

Adjustment measures 

• Contingent upon acceptance of a two 
pool entitlement scheme, the full 
provisions of the Fruitgrowing Reconstruc
tion report as they apply with respect to 
Area Redevelopment Authorities, adjust
ment counselling, concessional adjustment 
finance and assistance for the removal of 
vines,··be applied to the dried vine fruit in
dustry. 

• Area Redevelopment Authorities be 
established in the major dried vine fruit 
producing regions of Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia. 

Other measures 
o A tariff of $0.80 per kg plus 10 per 

cent ad valoren to apply to all imports of 
dried vine fruit 

• Negotiable water rights be instituted 
and co-ordinated through the respective 
State water authorities. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

• The Dried Fruit Stabilisation Scheme 
be extended until transactions relating to 
the 1977 crop have been finalised or until 
the two pool entitlement scheme has been 
introduced, but should not apply beyond 
the 1977 crop. 

The Commission stresses that its recom
mendations in this report should be con
sidered as part of an integ"rated package. In 
particular the recommendations set out in 
the separate report on Fruitgrowing 

'"Reconstruction should not be adopted for 
dried vine fruit without the introduction of 
a two pool entitlement scheme for the 
marketing of dried vine fruit. 

Currants 
$ 

35,881 

35,881 

26,744 

(9,137). 

Sultanas 
$ 

321,305 
381,688 

1,398,035 

2,101,028 

I 2,101 ,028) 

Raisins 

126,181 

126,181 

These recommendations were not ac
ceptable to the majority of the Board and 
Federal Council and, at the direction of 
Federal Council 1976, the recommen
dations were opposed on the basis that: 

- The (lAC) Report is incomplete in 
making no assessment Of the effect on 
the wine industry of its recommen
dations for the Dried Vine Fruits In
dustry. 

- The Enquiry did not include an in-depth 
examination of export marketing. 

- Insufficient information has been given 
on the ability of the Commonwealth to 
enforce a two-pool scheme, or of the 
willingness of the States to implement 

complementary legislation to permit 
such a scheme to operate. 

-The time is inopportune for further 
retrenchments in the Dried Fruits 
producing areas. 

As an alternative the following recom
mendations (summarised only) were sub
mitted~ 

A Implementation of a two-pool marketing 
entitlement scheme be deferred for a 
period of five (5) years. 

B. The Dried Vine Fruits Stabilisation Plan 
to be continued for Sultanas only for 5 
years commencing Season 1977 with 
present terms amended to provide: 

(a) annual indexing of the fixed cost sec
tion of the b<ise price, 

(b} a maximum bounty and contribution 
rate of fifty ($50) dollars Per tonne, 

(c) annual bounty payments limited to 
60,000 tonnes, 

(d) contributions not payable by growers 
in years in which production does not ex
ceed 40,000 tonne?. 

C. If Recommendations A and B are not 
acceptable. a two-pool entitlement 
marketing scheme be introduced with No. 
1 Pool entitlement commencing at: 
Currants. . . 5,000 tonnes 
Sultanas . . . . . . . . . .... 45,000 tonnes 
Raisins. . . . . . . . ......... 6,000 tonnes 

with the long-term object of reducing 
Sultana entitlement to 30,000 tonnes. 
D. That until the SUltana No. 1 Pool has 
been reduced to 30,000 tonnes. 

(a) transferability of No. 1 Pool en
titlement separate from the production 
land be restricted. with the pool ad
ministration authority acquiring (pur
chasing) all entitlements so released, and 
distributing these to remaining entitlement 
holders on a pro rata basis according to 
present entitlements. 

• Continued overleaf 

WILLIAMS ENGINEERING 
Pty .. Ud. 

Ramco Road, Ramco, SA 

Sole manufacturers of the patented 

"WILLIAMS APRICOT CUTTING MACHINE" 
The only complete mechanical cutting machine 
available to effectively reduce cutting costs and 

to enable a planned cutting schedule to be maintained. 

All communications to: 
BOX 416, POST OFFICE 
WAlKER IE 
SA5330 .. 

Phone: 
(085) 41 2034 
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• Stabilisation cont'd 

E. That when the Sultana No. 1 Pool has 
been reduced to 30,000 tonnes, and im
mediately for Currants and Raisins, transfer 
of entitlements be free of restriction, ex
cept that 

(a} an entitlement holder must be a bona 
fide grower of Dried Vine Fruits, and 

{b) no person may hold an entitlement in 
excess of his average annual production. 

F. That No. 1 Pool ·entitlement be based 
on the average production of any two of 
the three Seasons of 1974, 1975 and 1976 
as nominated by growers with right of Ap
peal. 

G. That a Stabilisation Plan for Sultanas 
only, as detailed in recommendation 8 ap
plicable to No. 1 Pool fruit only be 
introduced coincident with the introduction 
of the two-pool scheme. 

H. That a 5-year support plan for non-Pool 
Sultanas be provided payable 

{a) on a maximum tonnage of 60,000 
tonnes, less the No. 1 Pool tonnage of the 
Season, 

{b) at $50 per tonne in the first year 
phasing down by $5 per tonne per year to 
$30 in the final year. 

I. That the Reconstruction proposals be 
implemented and widened to allow easier 
access to concessional reconstruction 
loans and to provide a vine pull scheme for 
Sultanas only. 

J. That transferably of water rights 
within closed irrigation areas be not sup
ported. 

K. That the Commonwealth use every en
deavour through the Australian 
Agricultural Council and Treasury to have 
the States 

{a) impose restrictions to prevent the plan
ting, but not the re-planting, of vines in 
areas not already planted to vines, and 

(b) impose minimum fresh grape prices, 
or at least minimum fresh Sultana prices, 
for winery intake. 

L That because viable horticultural in
dustries are essential the Government take 
measures to support both the citrus and 
wine industries. 

This submission was forwarded on 
14/7/1976 to the Inter-departmental Sub
Committee which, in turn, reported to 
Gabinet. 

On November 9, 1977, the Ministers of 
Primary Industry and f3usiness and Con
sumer Affairs advised that the Government 
had rejected the lAC's principal marketing 
recommendations for introduction of a two
pool market entitlement scheme covering 
the marketing of Dried Vine Fruit, ter
mination of Stabilisation with the 1977 
crop, and a slight increase in the existing 
rate of import tariff, and had agreed to ex
tend the Dried Vine Fruits Stabilisation 
Scheme to cover the three Seasons 
1978/1980. 

20- July, 1978 

The Ministers added that any 
Stabilisation Scheme negotiated with the 
Industry for the three-year period begin
ning in 1978 would be reviewed at the end 
of the second season with a view to deter
mining long-term action, and that 
discussions would begin shortly with the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association on the 
new scheme. 

The Association had requested 
Stabilisation for a further five years during 
which time an assessment could be made 
of the voluntary restructuring which is oc
curring within the Industry. It has been of
fered Stabilisation for three years. 

THE 197tH 980 PlAN 
Negotiations with the Department of 

Primary Industry commenced in Novem
ber, 1977, when the Association was ad
vised that Cabinet had imposed limitations 
on the maximum assistance the Govern
ment could provide. The limitations were: 

o $1.4 million per annum if Sultanas only 
were covered to be distributed over a 
maximum production of 60,000 tonnes at 
a bounty rate of $23 per tonne, (60,000 
@ $23 = $1.38 million rounded off to 
$1.4 million). 

e $1.65 million per annum if Currants and 
Raisins were also to be included, also be 
limited to a maximum bounty rate of $23 
per tonne. (Maximum tonnages not 
stated but would have to be negotiated 
within the additional $0.25 million.) 
The Board countered this by asking for 

renewal of the existing Plan unchanged in 
all aspects except that the Base Price for
mulae be amended to provide for annual 
indexing of "owner/operator allowance" as 
recently approved for Wheat Stabilisation. 

Departmental officers advised that the 
Board's request would, in their opinion, be 
totally unacceptable to the Minister, and 
they could make no such recommendation. 
The Minister had agreed to the renewal of 
the Stabilisation Plan at the suggested 
levels because the proposed Plan in
dicated that restructuring is already oc
curring within the Industry, and that the 
massive restructuring inherent in the lAC 
recommendations is not necessary. 

The Minister .could not ask Cabinet to 
completely reject the lAC recommen
dations and, at the same time, ask for un
changed assistance to the Industry. It is 
known that a number of senior Ministers 
were strongly in favour of implementing 
the lAC recommendations. 

The Board also considered the 
possibility of having the Stabilisation Plan 
discontinued for 3 years without 
prejudicing future negotiations, but rejec
ted this as unacceptable as it would have 
required a further lAC Enquiry to introduce 
a new plan. Even with the plan continuing to 
1980 an lAC Enquiry may be necessary 
before a new 5-Year Plan can be negotiated 
but without a continuing plan such an 
Enquiry would be certain. 

The possibility of omitting Currants and 

Raisins from the present Plan was con
sidered more acceptable as production and 
price levels suggested that these varieties 
would not require Government assistance 
within the next three years. 

A transfer of some of the moneys reser
ved for Currants and Raisins to Sultanas 
was also suggested with some success. 

The final proposals approved by the 
Board and Department of Primary Industry 
.for submission to the Minister provide: 

Currants and Raisins 

A Currants and Raisins to be omitted from 
the new 3-year Plan subject to an 
unqualified assurance from the Govern
ment that they can be included in any new 
Plan commencing in 1981. 

B. The amount of $165,000 plus interest 
now held in the Raisin Stabilisation Fu-nd 
to be refunded to 1972 Raisin growers. 

Sultanas 

C. The present Plan to continue for 
Sultanas for Seasons 1978, 1979 and 1980 
with the following amendments: 

D. Base Price (negotiated price). While no 
firm price has been determined it is under
stood that the base price for the commen
cement of the Plan will be close to $515 
per tonne. 

- The cash costs component of the price 
to be inde>:<;ed forward from 1976. 

The labour component of the 
owner/operator allowance in the (so
called) constant costs to be indexed 
forward from 1976 and adjusted an
nually (as recently approved for wheat 
stabilisation). 

- The production per acre unit of 36.2 
cwt. per acre on which the base price 
was originally assessed to be revised to 
cover recent production years, and in
dexing adjusted to the new production 
level for Seasons 1979 and 1980. 

E. Give or take 

-To remain at $10 per tonne above or 
below the base price for the Season. 

F. Government Bounty 

- To be payable on a seasonal maximum 
of 60,000 tonnes. 

- limited to a maximum of $25 per tonne 
(giving a maximum annual Government 
liability of $1.5 million). 

G. Grower Contribution 

- Not to be payable unless production for 
the Season exceeds 50,000 tonnes. 

A proposal that grower contribution 
should also be limited to a maximum of 
60,000 tonnes was not considered accep
table. While it would have no great effect 
on the Dried Vine Fruits Stabilisation Plan 
it would create a precedent and could 
result in· a considerable loss of income to 
the Government under wheat Stabilisation. 
If accepted by the Government it would 
become a precedent for any other 
stabilisation plan. 
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Desalination 
Diversion or 
Divided Flow 
By Jack Seekamp 

A salty season is nearly gone and 
many plantings are showing 
premature leaf drop, burning of the 
leaf margins and restricted shoot 
growth. There will be a penalty in 
lost production over future 
seasons. 

However, damage seem!;> to be much 
less than would have been expected from 
the involuntary application of five tonnes of 
salt per hectare. Drainage and, particularly, 
irrigation have improved very greatly since 
the last bad salt year in 1968. Better 
rosters, wide-based furrows, low throw 
sprinklers, drippers and more attention to 
details of application have enabled growers 
to better- live with the salinity of the water 
which they are supplied. 

Growers are not just sitting back and 
waiting for something to happen. At very 
considerable effort and expense they have 
fought back with the means available to 
them while political procrastination per
sists. 

There is a limit, technological if not 
financial, beyond which the grower cannot 
go with self help - eventually he must 
receive better water or lose the lot. 

With so very little happening towards 
Murray salinity mitigation except still more 
taking of evidence and Ministerial inspec
tions it is opportune to review alternative 
solutions - particularly opportune as 
details have recently become available of 
American plans in the Colorado River 
basin. 

The USA is currently implementing a 
scheme for salt mitigation in the Lower 
Colorado River which includ9s a 
desalination plant. Desalination has often 
become mentioned as a possible solution 
to our River Murray salinity problems. 

The Colorado and Murray Rivers have 
many features in common but also some 
differen'ces:-

Both have large storage dams which come 
close to giving full control of normal flows. 

Downstream the water is used for irrigation 
and industrial/domestic purposes. 

In non-flood years very little waste flow 
escapes to the sea. 

There is a progressive rise in salt levels as 
the water moves downstream. 

·By treaty the USA must supply Mexico 
with 1112 million acre feet of usable water 

each year. The quality of this water is stric
tly defined. 

It happens that, under the River Murray 
Waters Act, the South Australian en
titlement (after Dartmouth Dam becomes 
operational) is 11/2 million acre feet per an
num although a quality standard for this 
South Australian water has not yet been 
determined. 

Salinity levels for Colorado and Murray 
waters are very different. In the Murray the 
very undesirable chloride iron is nearly 
four times higher than in the Colorado and 
sodium is nearly twice as high. The much 
less damaging {perhaps even desirable) 
sulphate is five times higher and calcium 
three times higher in the Colorado. 

The Colorado, towards its lower end, has 
about twice the total dissolved solids of the 
Murray at Waikerie but the component 
irons make our water probably of poorer 
quality for irrigation. 

Upstream we have the Barr Creek and 
other surface inflows but, below Euston, 
Murray salinity increases almost totally 
from higher saline subsurface seepage in
duGed by irrigation or storage structures 
over very long bank distances. 

With the Colorado salt increases from 
identified surface inflows and, in particular, 
the Colorado water destined for Mexico 
was lifted above the salinity limit by an in
flow of drainage water pumped .from tube 
wells in the Wellton/Mohawk irrigation area 
just above the Mexican border in Arizona. 
A bypass channel had to be built to take 
this water below the Mexican offtake 
canals with the volume replaced by better 
quality water from upstream storages. 

With the Colorado supply probably over
committed on a long-term basis, this 
drainage water was too valuable to lose so· 
the decision was made to install a 
desalination plant as part of an overall plan to 
conserve and improve water quality in the 
Lower Colorado Region where the River 
forms the boundary between Californian and 
Arizona and then f.lowson into Mexico. 

Other parts of the plan include an 
irrigated acreage reduction by acquisition 
of 10,000 acres of irrigable land at a cost of 
$15 million and an irrigation efficiency im
provement program costing an extra $10 
million. Together these measures will 
greatly reduce the volume of pumped 
drainage water requiring desalination. 

The desalting plant itself will cost $152 
million after nearly $7 million has been 
spent on prior testing of the processes to 
be used. 

Construction of a bypass drain to carry 
plant reject water to the Santa Clara Slough 
in Mexico will need $33 million with $14 
million more for fish and wildlife mitigation 
measures. flood control measures and 
replacement of an exisiting temporary 
structure with a buried concrete siphon. 
After adding interest (at 55k per cent} 
during construction the total cost comes to 
approximately $253 million. Each year the 

interest and o'perating costs will amount to 
$27 million. 

Authorisation to construct, operate and 
maintain the desalting complex unit was 
approved on June 24, 1974. It is scheduled 
to be fully operational in 1981. The mem
brane desalting plant will have the capacity 
to handle 144,700 acre feet of pre-treated 
feed waters at 2,904 ppm to produce 
102.700 acre feet of product at 386 ppm 
plus 42,000 acre feet of ·reject water at 
9056ppm. 

Energy requirement of the plant is 
calculate<l to be 278.700.000 kilowatt 
hours with a demand of 37,000 kilowatts. 

The. product water, at 386 ppm is of 
higher quality than is needed to meet the 
treaty requirements with Mexico so some 
of the feed water will be addeO to produce 
a total reclamation of about 123,000 acre 
feet per year. With the annual operating 
cost of $27 million ~ this works out at 
nearly $220 per acre foot of water - or 
about $700 to supply the irrigation needs 
of one horticultural acre for one year. And, 
even at this cost, the volume produced 
would be insufficient to irrigate the Vic
torian part of Sunraysia. 

An interesting comparison is with the 
Supply Channel or Divided Flow scheme 
as originally proposed by Simon Pels in 
1967 and further refined and casted by the 
consultants Gutteridge, Haskins and Davey 
in 1970. 

For a construction and operating cost of 
similar order to the American desalination 
project these channels or conduits would 
deliver ten times the volume of water -
enough to supply Swan Hill and all 
irrigators and other users downstream in
cluding provision for expansion. And this 
water would be of the quality in the Murray 
above the confluence of the Goulburn 
River. 

The spectre of the Murray becoming a 
stinking saline sewer only arises if we are 
so greedy that we deliver all of the fresh 
flow or deliberately discharge our effluent 
into the River. Neither of these actions 
need to be part of the plan - we can have 
good water and our River too. 

Only at times of extreme water shortage 
would the River look, or smell very dif
ferent from now and at these times we will 
always be in trouble, but with a conduit 
supply the big' difference would be a sur
vival of irrigation and Adelaide. 

Another comparison would be with plans 
currently under serious consideration for 
salt mitigation along the Murray. These in
clude the Barr Creek/Lake Tyrrell diver
sion, inland disposal of Wakool area 
drainage water, a comprehensive scheme 
for Nangiloc, the Sunraysia tubewells and 
the Noora basin scheme for South 
Australia plus loan funds for growers to im
prove irrigation methods. These will be 
fairly cheap at about half the cost of a 
desalination plant or a conduit delivery. 

• Continued overleaf 
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• Desalination cont'd 
Add, however, another mountain storage 

dam to ensure supplies to areas with 
allocated water rights but not yet irrigated 
and the cost climbs to a similar level. At best 
this would leave us in 1988 and 1998 with a 
water supply and quality little improved 
from what we have now in 1978. 

Let us hope that at least these minor ac
tions are taken before it is too late. Apart 
from a few so-called conservationists all 
are agreed that this minimum program 
should proceed while a better solution is 
further investigated. 

Please may we not continue with the 
present inactivity. Unless something hap
pens very soon we can look forward to ad
ding two more D's to our original three~ 

DEATH and DEVASTATION. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCUFF NURSERIES 

For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can 
be arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

PO Box 369 lrymple, Vic, 3498 
or phone (050) 24-5459 

AH: (050) 24-5500 
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$2 million 
Insurance 
Cover 

The Australian Dried Fruits 
Association may be close to a 
breakthrough to find a satisfactory 
insurance scheme to cover grape 
growers against crop losses 
through haiL 

Increased efforts by The ADFA to try to 
get adequate insurance cover agait:~st hail 
damage followed the disastrous storms of 
last October. 

Now, a firm of insurance brokers who 
recently gained cover for Queensland 
sugar can growers is negotiating with the 
Association to obtain a scheme for growers 
of dried vine fruits. 

It is expected the scheme could be in 
operation in time to cover the next growing 
period. Under the plan beif"!Q negotiated a 
premium of $170,000 is expected to get a 
cover for $1 million of maximum claims. 
This would be equal to $2.83 per tonne on 
Victorian and NSW vine fruit pack and 
should be attractive to growers. 

The total aggregate claims in any one 
year coUld be increased by additional 
premiums with a $2 million cover costing 
about $210,000 and this would not be out
side the practicabilities of the industry. 

The scheme would cover cost of produc
tion and a margin for operators allowance 
to about $1000 an acre, with the grower 
bearing the first 20 per cent. giving him 
about $800 an acre in the event of total 
loss. 

The scheme is being underwritten 50 per 
cent from London and 50 per cent from 
Australia, where two major indurance com~ 
panies would participate. 

A condition cit the scheme would be that 
The ADFA ·would involve itself in the 
scheme's administration. It is likely that the 
idea could be extended to cover fresh fruit. 

The main advantage of the proposed 
scheme is that it would have a guaranteed 
cover, whereas the existing scheme only 
provides cover to the amount held in the 
fund. If another severe hailstorm hit next 
season the existing scheme would have 
virtually nothing from which to meet 
claims. 

It is hoped that this item would be 
finalised in time to present to the forth
coming Federal Cou.ncil meeting in 
Melbourne. 

Federal Council can then decide whether 
to adopt the scheme to cover all growers 
or to be left to individual members of it in 
much the same way as the existing dried 
fruits hail insurance scheme. 

Record sales 
Ely George Tilley 

The largest dried fruits sales ever within 
Australia were achieved in the 12 months 
to the end of last February. In the 12 mon
ths, Australian sales reached 24,272 ton
nes, which was the best since ttie 23,569 
tonnes sold from the 1966 crop. Next best 
was just under 23,000 tonnes sold in 1976. 

Australian sales were 18,296 tonnes of 
sultanas, 3,643 tonnes of currants, and 
2,332 tonnes of raisins. Biggest sales in
Creases were in NSW and WA. 

The success of the sales can be put 
down as the result of the intergration of 
promotion and sales by agent~ instead of 
the The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
handling the promotion. The significant in
creases in sales followed the transfer of 
promotion to agents in March, 1976. 

The agents say the increased sales have 
been shared equally by direct consumer 
demand and by manufacturers. Agents 
have conducted massive joint promotion 
campaigns with manufacturers. 

Australia's per~capita consumption of 
dried vine fruits last year was also the best 
since 1967. 

Australia maintains the highest per
capita consumption of dried vine fruits by 
any producing· country, but still does not 
consume as much as great Britain and New 
Zealand. 

Annual course open 
to all 

The annual five-day course in the post
harvest processing of fruit and vegetables 
is being conducted by the School of Food 
Sciences, Hawkesbury Agricultural 
College, Richmond, NSW from September 
4-8, 1978. This course is aimed at 
providing an appreciation and understan
ding of the basic principles of preservation 
required for the safe processing of fruit 
and vegetables. 

The course curriculum is designed for 
production, supervisory and associated in
spection service personnel in the industry. 
Course content includes aspects of han
dling, storage, ripening and preservation 
by canning, freezing and drying, together 
with associated disorders, spoilage and 
microbiology of the processed foods. 

Speakers are from the CSIRO Division of 
Food Research, the Food Industry and 
Hawkesbury Agricultural College School of 
Food Sciences. 

Program details and application froms 
may be obtained from Mr Peter 
Cavanaugh, School of Food Sciences, 
Hawkesbury Agricultural College, Rich
mond. NSW, 2753. 
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THE ORGANISATION Of THE INDUSTRY 

The Executive of The ADFA 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
The members of the Board, Agents' Representatives and the General Secretary-Manager are listed on the Contents page of this issue. 

COMMITTEES 
Tree Fruits: Mr F. H. Gill (Chairman), Messrs. J. Green, R. C. I. Harris, W. H. Leggett, D. Milway, C. Roy, T. Spanos, 1. Smith. 

P. L. Thompson, R. L. Wood. 

Prunes: Mr F. H. Gill (Chairman), Messrs. K. J. Beecher, M.A. Berridge, N. Brooke-Kelly, L. Cormack, A. E. Delves, D. Granger, E. B. T. 
Hall, J. McGlinn, E. L. Pratt, D. D. Stapley, I. Smith, B. J. Sainty, R. L. Wood. 

COUNCILS AND BRANCHES 

SA River District Council: Messrs C. L. Roy (Chairman). K. H. Dunstone (Secretary). 
Mid-Murray Valley Distr.ict Council: Messrs D:N. Hackett (Chairman), N. M. Byrnes (Secretary). 

Sunraysia District Council: C. Bailey (Chairman), N. J. Kirwin (Secretary}. 
Non-irrigated Council: Messrs A A. Milway (Chairman}, W. Plush (Secretary). 
Griffith District Council: Messrs 0. Bug no (Chairman), R. Ceccato (Secretary). 

Young District C~uncil: Messrs N. Brooke-Kelly (Chairman}, B. Callaway (Secretary). 

Branch Chairman 

Angaston ............................ A. R. Milway 
Barmera ............................. l. E. McCreanor 
Berri ................................. T. Spanos 
Cadell ................................ R. W. Tiller 
Clare ................................ . 
Coomealla ........................... J. K. Brennan 
Go I Gol .............................. F. Tassone 
Goodnight ........................... J. Hackett 
Koraleigh ............................ W. M. Looney 
Loxton ............................... W. H. Leggett 
Merbeiri .............................. V. Malic 
Mildura .............................. R. B. Johnstone 
Moorook ............................. H, R Swanbury 
McLaren Flat ......................... D. L'ow 
Nyah District ......................... B. K. Boulton 
Pomona .............................. P. L. Copley 
Red Cliffs ............................ A. J. Roddy 
Renmark .............................. A. J. Strachan 
Robinvale ............................ N. J. Jamieson 
SA Prune-growers .................... D. D. Stapley 
Waikerie ............................. K. H. Andrew 
Western Australia ..................... A. G. Watt 
Woorinen ............................ J. R. Patterson 

HEAD OFFICE 

Secretary 

S. Johnson 
C. W. Dalby 
F. J. Hunt 
R. D. Harris 

P. H. Thompson 
E. G. Morello 
D. M. Connick 
0. M. Ward 
B. E. McLory 
Mrs A. K. Hudson 
Mrs F. Lock 
M. R. Boehm 
J. H. Dyer 
I. R. Lloyd 
I. W. Lyell 
M. V. Sutterby 
P. T. Critchley 
Mrs M. E. Thompson 
R. D. Hastwell 
P. L. Thompson 
W. S. James 
N. M. Byrnes 

"Sunraysla House", 24 Jeffcott Stree~ Melbourne, {Box No. 4524, Melbourne, 3001 ). 
Telephone: 328 3019 · 

Telegraphic Address: "Adfasson, Melbourne". 

General Secretary/Manager 
Mr L. P. B~rgess 
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