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EDITORIAL 
This issue of the News is timed to coincide with Federal Council 1980, the 58th 

Annual Meeting or Council. The "58" is a bit misleading as iii suggests that the 
Association is 'only 58 years old. In fact it goes back many years before the first 
Federal Council in 1923 when the previously State-dominated ADFA was re
constituted into a Federal Association. We have had a long and honourable 
history. 

Perhaps one of the reasons we have been so successful is that we have always 
been adaptable to change. In the earlier years changes were slow to come and 
related mostly to research and farm management procedures. Of late the 
changes have accelerated with predominance in the marketing area. 

The last ten years has probably seen the greatest changes which have ever 
occurred within the Association since that traumatic meeting back in 1923. 
Consolidation of the grocery trade, with fewer and fewer buyers controlling an 
ever-increasing share of the market, together with a gentle nudge from the Trade 
Practices Commission, brought about an end to the franchise system which had 
served the industry for so many years. The same trade conditions caused us to 
pass promotion to the agents. Both of these moves have, I believe, been of 
undoubted benefit to the Industry but inevitably it has seen a lessening in The 
ADFA's direct contact with the Trade. 

The consolidation of all Vine and Tree Fruit sales to a single pool made The 
ADFA Final Adjustment procedure no longer necessary and this act is now 
carried out only for Prunes. 

The decrease in production in South Australia made retention of the Crowe & 
Newcombe Ltd. group of companies no longer profitable and these are now in the 
final stages of liquidation. 

There have been two major gains within the last few years. The introduction of 
Statutory Equalisation, first requ'ested in 1924, means that no longer can an 
outside packer exploit the Australian market to the detriment of ADFA growers. 
The Hail Insurance Scheme, eventually achieved after ten years of negotiation, 
has brought security against one of the production hazards over which growers 
have no control. 

And what can we expect in the next ten years? Certainly there will be an 
ever-increasing intrusion by Governments into both private and business affairs 
and the Governments will probably continue with their trend of seeking advice 
from specialists rather than from its overall professional administrators as in the 
past. This is something the Association may have to watch. 

It seems inevitable that consumer groups will continue to become more 
powerful and these may have some effect on the processing and presentation of 
our product. 

Of one thing we can be certain, production costs will continue to increase. 

FRANK H. GILL 
Chairman 

ADFA Board of Management 
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IRRIGATION 
Taxation Concessions 

Recent taxation amendments bring some 
relief to irrigation farmers. The cost of installing 
irrigation systems may now be allowed as a 
deduction from income in the year of expen
diture. Previously only 10% was allowed on an 
annual basis. 

In introducing the Second Reading the Acting 
Treasurer (Mr Robertson) said: 

"Under the present law, these expenditures
when made on_ plant on which depreciation 
allowances are available - are deductible as 
depreciation allowances over the estimated life 
of the plant; otherwise, they are deductible over a 
period of 10 years. By providing for a much more 
rapid write-off for tax purposes, the Government 
is seeking to encourage primary producers to 
increase their capacity to withstand drought 

"Expenditure on plant or structural .. improve
ments for conserving or conveying water that, 
under the present law, attracts the 20 per cent 
investment allowance will continue to ·do so. 
Also, the measures proposed by the Bill Wm nOt 
affect any entitlement that a primary producer 
has to the 40 per cent allowance for energy 
conversion, for example, where a petrol-fuelled 
pump is replaced by an electric pump. In these 
circumstances, of course, the conversion 
allowance takes olace of the investment 
allowance that would otherwise be available." 

There are one or two catches in the line print of 
the Act. For instance, no deductions will be 
allowed on the purchase of second-hand 
equipment where full depreciation has been 
already allowed on the plant to the previous 
owners. 

Also the amount of the claim will be pro
portionately reduced if any part of the system is 
also used for providing water for domestic 
purposes or any other purposes not directly 
associated with primary prod.oction. Your tax 
agent can explain these details. 

TOP AGRICULTURAL 
POST TO DUTHIE 

Mr Lindsay Duthie, formerly Deputy Secretary 
-of the Department of Trade and Resources, took 
Australia's top agricultural public service post aS 
Secretary of the Commonwealth Department of 
Primary Industry. Mr Duthie replaces Mr McKay, 

Secretariat, he later became First Assistant 
Secretary and then Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of Trade in 1975. 

Mr Duthie has travelled abroad extensively 
and has participated with both the Prime Minister 
and Deputy Prime Minister, on a number of 
recent overseas expeditions. 

OBITUARY 
Mrs Mary Meillon 

It is with regret that the Association notes the 
recent death of Mrs Mary Mei/lon, one of the only 
two women in the New South Wales Legislative 
Assembly. 

Mrs Meillon had held the seat of Murray for the 
past seven years and was a frequent visitor to 
Wentworth, Dareton, Buronga and Gol Gol. She 
took an interest in the Dried Fruits Industry and 
had attended Federal Council. 

She was born in Deniliquin in 1919 and was 
educated at Deniliquin High School and Hornsby 
Girl's High SchooL Mrs Mellion worked as a typist 
and later as a stenographer with the High Court 
of Australia. She was Secretary on_ staff of the 
NSW Parliament for seven years~ After the death 
of her father, Mr Joe Lawson, who served as 
MLA for Murray since 1932, Mrs Meillon suc
cessfully contested the 1973 by-election for 
Murray, and the general elections in 1973, 1976 
and 1978. 

"Under the terms of the Bill, full deductibility in 
the year of incurrence will be available in respect 
of capital expenditure incurred by a primary 
producer on plant or structural improvements for 
conserving or conveying water for use in carrying 
on the business of primary prQduction. This 
includes expenditure on dams, earth tanks, 
underground tanks, aboveground tanks, tank 
stands, bores, wells, irrigation channels, pipes, 
pumps and windmills. If any item is also for use 
for domestic purposes then only the part of the 
cost that relates to business use will be 
deductible. This, of course, is also the case with 
depreciation allowances. 

who retired prematurely due to ill health. The General Secretary of the Liberal Party Mr 

''Capital expenditures will qualify for immediate 
deductibility where they are incurred on or after 
April14, 1980, under a contract entered into on 
or after that date or, if incurred on an item 
constructed by the taxpayer, construction started 
on or after that date. 

A West Australian by birth, Mr Duthie was Greg Bartels, ~aid that among her man~ aHri
educated in Canberra and at Melbourne Uni- butes,. Mrs Me1Uo~ ~as renowned ~s a f1gh~er, 
versity. He has served with the GATT Secretariat and this c~aractenst1c was most ev1dent dunng 
in Geneva, Department of Trade, was Fir~ her recent Illness. 
Secretary at the Australian Embassy in Bruss91s, The Association extends its deepest_sympathy 
Director of the Policy Division of the Department to her husband, Mr Keith Meillon and her two 
of Trade, Assistant Secretary of the Policy children. 

ACCIDENT AND ILLNESS INSURANCE 
As reported in the last issue, MCN Australasia 

Pty. Ltd., the hail insurance brokers, have de· 
signed a special Personal Accident and/or 
Illness Insurance scheme for growers. Listed 
below are the actual covers available under the 
schemes. 

(3) Personal Accident and Illness Insurance 
-$20,000 death and injury benefits/or$200 
per week. 

(4) Personal Accident and Illness Insurance 
-$30,000 death and injury benefits/or $300 
per week.-

There are in fact four schemes: 
(1) Personal Accident Insurance- $20,000 

death and injury benefits/or $200 per week. 
In each scheme there are THREE OPTIONS. 

Nil EXcess - Means that provided you have a 
medical certificate you are covered from the 
time the accident or illness occurs. 

(2) Personal Accident Insurance - $30,000 
death and injury benefits/or $300 per week. 

AVAILABLE COVER 
SCHEME 1. Personal Accident Insurance 

Death and Injury $20,000 
Weekly 200 

SCHEME2. Personal Accident Insurance 
Death and Injury $30,000 
Weekly 300 

SCHEME3. Personal Accident and Illness Insurance 
Death and Injury $20,000 
Weekly 200 

SCHEME4. Personal Accident and Illness Insurance 
Death and Injury $30,000 
Weekly 300 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

7-day excess- Means that provided you have 
a medical certificate you are covered AFTER 
the first SEVEN DAYS of any accident or 
illness occurring. 

14-day excess- Means that provided you have 
a medical certificate you are covered AFTER 
the first FOURTEEN DAYS of any accident or 
illness occurring. 

In the cases of options (2) and (3) you agree to 
cover yourself for either the first SEVEN or 
FOURTEEN DAYS. 

$36 Nil Excess 
$32 7 -day Excess or 
$27 14-day Excess 
$48 Nil Excess 
$43 7 -day Excess or 
$32 14-day Excess 

$143 Nil Excess 
$128 7 -day Excess or 
$120 14-day Excess 
$246 .Nil Excess 
$214 7-day Excess or 
$192 14-day Excess 

NOTE: All Premiums annual and inclusive of Government Stamp Duty 
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GADGET AND MACHINERY FIELD 
DAYS 1980 
Keen interest is being shown in the 29th Annual Gadget and Machinery 
Field Days, organised by the Mildura District Dried Fruits Association, from 
July 22 and 23 next, at the lrymple Technical School Farm. 

This annual event attracts large crowds of 
horticulturists interested in vine fruits and citrus 
industries. This year, because of the near record 
harvest and increased prize money, the or~ 

ganisers are expecting a record attendance. 

Many district growers will leave their pruning 
for the day so they can see the large display of 
machinery, harvesting aids, spray niaterials and 
fertilisers, which are set out on the drying ground 
at the school farm. Commercial exhibitors from 
South Australia, Melbourne and the Sunraysia 
area are endeavouring to put on their best 
displays to attract a share of the profits from this 
year's Sultana crop. 

Machinery worth thousands of dollars will be 
concentrated over the area and growers will be 
able to see working displays each afternoon, in 
the ideal setting of the school's vineyard. 

The Gadget section always causes great 
interest and many entries are expected because 
of the competition being sponsored by the 
Mildura Co~Operative Fruit Company Limited, to 
mark the company's 75th Anniversary. 

The Company's "Inventor Award" carries 
prize money of $1 ,000, divided into three secw 
tions and is awarded to entries relative to the 
dried fruits or citrus industries. It has an open 
section with prize money of $500, a novice 
section carrying prize money of $200 and an First Prize in the 1978 competition went to Mr Jack Dean for his simplified bin filling system. 

The Wine Grapegrowers' Trophy went to Mr Jack Pollock in 1978, for his mechanical virie 
pruner. 

4-July, 1980 

innovative theory section of $200. (This last 
section need not be a manufactured item but 
may be just an idea or a viable concept tor some 
improvement to any aspect of the industries 
concerned. 

A special award of $250 will be made to the 
winner of the open section, in the event of the 
entry being submitted for the first time to a 
Gadget Field Day. 

Judging of entries will be carried out on the 
afternoon of July 22 and the winner will be 
announced in the Sunraysia Daily on Wedw 
nesday, July 23. General Manager of The 
Mildura CowOperative Fruit Company Ltd., Mr 
MiChael Lucey, will present the prize money and 
award certificates at 2.00 p.m. on the Wedw 
nesday afternoon. 

Plenty of hot food and refreshments will be 
available at the site. Anyone requiring further 
information should contact the organising 
secretary, Mrs Frances Lock, P.O. Box 167, 
Mildura, Victoria, 3500 or telephone (050) 
23 3556. 
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MILDURA 
CO-OPERATIVE'S DIAMOND JUBILEE 
As part of The Mildura Co~Operative ComR 
pany's 75th anniversary celebrations, the 
company is sponsoring an Inventors Award 
in conjunction with the Mildura District Dried 
Fruits Association's Annual Gadget Field 
Day. 

The award is divided into three sections -
Open, Novice and Innovative Theory and the 
company will contribute $1 ,GOO towards the prize 
money. 

Mildura Co-Operative is proud to have been 
associated with the Annual Gadget Field Days, 
since its inception in 1951. The Co-Operative is 
always mindful of the need to encourage industry 
people to come forward with their ideas and we 
look forward to receiving a wide range of new 
ideas on this occasion. 

FOUNDATION 
Mr J. W. Thomas led a group of growers who 

joined together "to formulate a scheme for the 
establishment of a Co-operative company and on 
June 26, 1903, a Prospectus was issued for-The 
Mifdura Co-Operative Fruit Company Limited. It 
is interesting to note that the first subscribed 
capital of the company was £1 ,659 and at the last 
balance date was $2,225,9"1 0. 

The Mildura Co-Operative Fruit Company was 
formed when the company amalgamated with 
the Mildura Fruitgrowers' Association in 1904. 
The Co-Operative purchased the Fruitgrowers' 
packing shed in Seventh Street, Mi!dura, and at 
Koorlong Avenue, lrymple. 

Growth of the Co-Operative and the Dried Vine 
Fruits Industry went hand in hand. By 1911, a 
branch was opened at Curlwaa (closed in 1974), 
followed by Merbein in 19"13, Birdwoodton 1920 
(closed 1933), Coomealla 1949 and Nangiloc in 
1961 (previously lranco). The company amal
gamated with Red Cliffs Co-Operative Packing 
Company Limited in 1974; Nyah West branch 
was opened in 1978 and Robinvale in 1979. 

The success of Mildura Co-Operative is due to 
the confidence of its growers in the company and 
the co-operative system. Over the past 75 years 
there have only been seven Chairmen of the 
company-J. W. Thomas, A McDonald,J.J. T. 
Lever, A. L. Johnstone, E. J. Casey, F. G. Lloyd 
and the present Chairman, Mr H. A Jenner. 

PROGRESS 
Highlights include: 

Dried Fruits packing plants established at 
lrymple and Red Cliffs to the best standards 
available. and branch operations at Merebin, 
Coomealla, Nyah and Robinvale that are highly 
geared to receive fruit from growers. 

Mildura Citrus Products Pty. Ltd. developed to 
ensure an essential outlet t6r diStrid citi-us. 

Mildura Fruit Juices Pty. Ltd. established to 
pack and distribute citrus juice and associated 
products to consumers in all States of Australia. 

Citrus packing operations have been devel
oped at Mildura, Coomealla and Nangiloc to 
pack and market some 500,000 cases annually 
for various markets. This division complements 
our citrus juicing facilities. 
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Mildura Co-Operative's Head Office as it is today. 

PARENT COMPANY 

THE MIWURACO.OPERATIVE FRUIT COMPANY l TO. Mil DURA 

MILDURA 
MERBEIN 
IRYMPLE 
COOMEALLA 
REO CUFFS 
NANGILOC 
NYAH 
FIOBINVALE 

Subsidiaries 

M!LDURA TRADING AND EQUIPMENT COMPANY PTY. LTD. MILDURA 

MIL DURA OPERATIONS 
Drier! Frull PrO<:Moln~and Packing 
Fro•h Fruit Poo~lng 
Morchandl$!ng 
Troctor and Porto sal.,. 
curuo Joice Proce .. lng 

CAPITAL CITY OPERATIONS 
Cl!to~ Jul<:<~ Pac~aglng 
Citru• Juloe Marl<ollng aM Dlotributlon 

ABOVE - A map of Australia showing the 
Australia-wide operations of the Mlldura Co
operative Fruit Company Limited's vast workings. 

I 
BRANCHI'S 
Melbourno 
Brl•bane 
AGENCIES 
Sydney 
Adelaide 
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STABILISATION 
The Board has as yet been unable to negotiate a Stabilisation Plan which 
would be both satisfactory to the ln~ustry and within the guidelines 
presented by the Commonwealth. Accordingly, by agreement, no 
Stabilisation will apply for Season 1981 and discussions are continuing 
with the Government for a plan to commence with Season 1982. 

Immediately after Federal Council 1979 the 
Board began an examination of the options to 
which it may be able to negotiate. As reported to 
Federal Council the Board had already sought 
legal opinion on the ability of the Commonwealth, 
with complementary State legislation if neces~ 
sary, to: 

1. Apply a market entitlement scheme in con~ 
junction with the present Equalisation legislation. 
This would require the levy to be collected on all 
Australian sales (as now) but distributed only on 
entitlement tonnage. 

2. Restrict Stabilisation bounty payments to 
entitlement holders only with contributions by 
growers being paid over total production. 

3. Implement, as recommended by the lAC, a 
two~pool entitlement scheme to operate with 
unrestricted negotiability of domestic entitle~ 

ments. The scheme to be supported by Australian 
Government legislation involving the collection of 
taxes on Dried Vine Fruit sales on the domestic 
market and the reimbursement of such taxes to 
participating growers. 
Under this scheme: 

• Producers would be allocated separate en· 
titlements to share, first, in the domestic market 
and, secondly, in the export market; 

• There would be no restriction on output but 
additional output would receive the export price, 
not an equalised price, and 

• There would be "unrestricted transferability" 
of domestic entitlements. 

Opinion received was that it would be within 
the Commonwealth's power to implement all of 
the above providing collections under the two~ 
pool scheme were by impostion of a levy on 
production and not a tax on sales. 

The Board also had before it the excellent 
submission by Mr R. B. Johnstone which posed 
the questions: 

• Should Stabilisation relate more closely to 
growers' net incomes in any crop year? 

• Should Stabilisation apply to a total varietal 
production in any future season? 

• Would a Stabilisation Plan incorporating only 
a portion of the total fruit produced provide the 
greatest benefits? 

• Would it be preferable for participation to be 
optional? 

and then went on to detail a proposal for 
Stabilisation based on income, rather than price, 
with optional participation for a specified tonnage 
(production units). 

6-July, 1980 

A close examination was also made of the 
Canning Fruit Marketing and Wheat Stabilisation 
legislations. 

In all Board discussions close consideration 
was given to the need to restrict, or have some 
constraint, on additional production. For this 
reason a great deal of attention was paid to the 
lAC proposal for a two~pool scheme, in which 
there appear to be two clear options: 

1. To protect all existing growers. This will do no 
more than protect the status quo, it would not 
lead to any increase in industry adjustment and 
would almost certainly require heavy Govern
ment assistance in some years. 

2. To create a bias in favour of the more efficient 
grower. 

The Board recognised that either of the above 
can be achieved simply by determining the size 
of the No. 1 pool. If the latter alternative is 
accepted the de"gree of bias and the rate of 
industry adjustment can also be influenced by 
the tonnage of the No. 1 pool. 

The Chairman, Mr H. Tankard and the General 
Secretary~Manager first met with Departmental 
officers in Canberra on December 11, the 
meeting being useful in determining what could 
not be achieved, and so eliminating a number of 
blind alleys. The following extract from a report 
by the General Secretary~Manager relates; 

Stabilisation. If the iildustry was seeking 
income stabilisation only this could possibly be 
more efficiently achieved by the use of lED. This 
would allow growers to make an individual 
assessment of their needs. 

Income Support. There is no possibility of. a 
scheme relating to a single commodity. (f. e. it is 
a welfare rather than an industry solution.) 

Price Support. It was apparent that the Gov~ 
ernment was no longerprepared to give long~ 
term support to export dependent industries 
unless the level of support was strongly tied to 
market expectations. Although the new Wheat 
Scheme appeared to be open-ended Govern
ment assisstance was limited by 

- the three-year, including current year, 
averaging which ensured that the guaran
teed price followed closely on the realised 
price. 

- the maximum variation in the guaranteed 
price of 15% from-one season to the next. 

No industry was now receiving assistance 
based on cost of production although there was 
an element of C.O.P. in the formula for setting 
domestic wheat prices. (In return there is a 
statutory control over domestic prices.) 

Market Entitlement Scheme. It is Constitu
tionally possible for the Equalisation Act to be 
amended to provide for the levy to be distributed 
over quota tonnages only, but distribution would 
have to be through the four producing States 
which would each have to introduce identical 
supporting legislation. 

Any system of production control or market 
quotas, could only be enacted by the States and 
could only be supported by the Commonwealth 
if the conditions of quotas (entitlements) were 
identical between the States. 

Disaster Insurance. The Government's recent 
decision not to proceed with a national disaster 
insurance (crop loss compensation) scheme is 
evidence that it would not be in favour of any 
support schemes based on production. 

Johnstone Paper. This was examined and 
discussed in detail both separately and during 
debate on other aspects of Stabilisation. While 
acknowledging the effort given to the paper and 
the intent of the proposal, the Commonwealth 
was bound by rules laid down in the Consti
tution. These would prevent the Commonwealth 
from: 

- enacting a voluntary Stabilisation or price 
support scheme (it must be all in or none in); 

- levying, or paying bounty, on part of a 
grower's production; 

- levying, or paying a bounty, other than on 
production or sales. 

Pool Finance. The Government could not 
finance, or guarantee borrowings, unless it had 
ownership of the fruit. The Corporation already 
had the power to accept fruit and borrow 
against it. At present it has to be on packed fruit 
but the Act could be amended to permit the 
Corporation to acquire unprocessed frUit. 

In theory the Corporation could accept the 
total pack (as done by the Canned Fruits 
Corporation) and then sell it back to the Agents 
as sales progress. 

Summary. The discussions were helpful, 
mainly, in eliminating areas in which further 
approaches have little or no hope of success. 
For example: 

- unless we are prepared to go through the 
long haul of trying to get separate but 
identical legislation from Western Australia, 
South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales, two-pool schemes or quotas of any 
kind are unattainable; 

- income support is not the function of Primary 
Industry; 
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- voluntary schemes are unacceptable; 

- Stabilisation or-price support over part of a 
grower's production is Constititionally not 
possible. 

Arising from that, and a later meeting, three 
facts were established which limited the 
framework within which the Association could/ 
can-negotiate. These are: 

- The Government will not grant Stabilisation 
or price support based on cost of production. 

Any scheme granted must be based on 
recent and present market expectations. 

In return for assistance the Government will 
require some controls over, or constraints on, 
the setting of Australian prices. 

The new Wheat Legislation falls within this 
guideline and, in brief, provides: 

- a guaranteed minimum price for wheat of a 
season determined by: 

(a) taking the (estimated) net pool return for 
wheat of that season, and of the two preceding 
seasons, ... 

... dividing each of those net pool returns, ... by 
the number of tonnes of wheat to which it relates; 

taking an average of the amounts per tonne (so) 
calculated . .. and 

deducting from the average . . 5% of the 
amount of that average. 

- for growers, on delivery, to receive the full 
amount of the Guaranteed Minimum Price 
(GMP) less Wheat Finance Levy, Wheat Tax 
and individual grower's freight and handling 
costs, so that in effect the GMP becomes a 
Guaranteed Minimum Delivery Price 
(GMDP). 

- that movements in the GMDP from one 
season to the next are subject to a limit of 
15%. 

- that any deficiency between the net pool 
return and the guaranteed minimum delivery 
price be met by the Commonwealth as a 
payment from revenue when the parti~ 
cular pool is finalised. 

- that if final realisations are in excess of the 
GMDP the full amount of the excess will be 
paid to growers on pool finalisation or by 
payments when final realisations can be 
estimated. 

a formula for the setting of Australian prices 
which in effect ensures that over an eight~ 
year average Australian prices will not move 

· more than 20% above average exports. 

There are, as yet, no quantitative limitations 
although complementary _$!ate legislation has 
been retained which provid6s:the mechanism to· 
impose production quotas in a'i;ly year. It shOuld 
be noted that the above scheme is totally 
unrelated to cost of production. 

One obvious anomaly in the above, when 
considering it in respect to previous stabilisation 
plans, is that it is possible that growers could 
receive a bounty even if realisations are above 
cost of production, and be without bounty 
assistance when realisations are below cost of 
production. This, however, is the intent of the 
Government which has related the formula to 
market movements, it acts as a cushion as prices 
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drop, levels out troughs in prices but provides no 
assistance if prices remain depressed over a 
three-year or more period. 

The following extract from a private letter to the 
General Secretary~Manager illustrates this very 
forcibly (the emphasis, shown by bold type, is by 
theGS-M): 

"Any evaluation of the current wheat marketing 
and pricing arrangements, including their 
possible applicability to the DVF Industry, needs 
to be made in the context of the objective 
towards which the policy was directed. The 
objective of the wheat industry's guaranteed 
minimum delivery price is to increase price 
certainty for the wheatgrower while still 
exposing the industry to longer term market 
trends. The guarantee provides the ·industry 
with protection against sudden and disastrous 
market collapses. It is a "watertight" guarantee 
inasmuch as it is not limited by quantity con~ 
straints or any limit on the total amount which 
might be paid out by the government in any one 
season. The guarantee can change by no more 
than 15 per cent between any two seasons. 
However, because the mechanism is directly 
related to market prices, it is likely that, in the 
long run, the assistance provided to the in~ 
dustry will be quite low. 

Your calculations, with which I have no 
argument, indicate that assistance (under~ 
writing) could be provided when prices eire 
relatively high in an absolute sense. However, 
the provision of this assistance needs to be 
considered in the context of the objective noted 
above. That is, the assistance is buffering the 
wheatgrower against a sudden price fall. 
Should these lower prices continue for an 
extended period then, as you suggest, the 
guaranteed minimum price would fall and no 
assistance would be provided. This Is also 
consistent with the objective, since the 
scheme is designed to make sure the industry 

adjusts to fundamental and longer term 
ma~~~t developments. 

If wheat prices were to stay down for an 
extended period, then it is quite possible that 
growers would require some form of assis
tance. The important point is that the guar
anteed minimum price is not designed to 
provide this type of assistance. It is a policy 
instrument with a different objective. Other 
policies must therefore be used to assist 
growers in "need". A properly constituted 
income equalisation deposit scheme, operated 
in conjunction with direct welfare payments and 
~arious provisions for debt reconstruction, farm 
Improvement and farm build~up under the rural 
adjustment scheme, are the types of policies 
most suited to achieving the objective of helping 
those in need. 

To this portfolio of policies must be added the 
provision of drought relief and special assis~ 
tance in cases where natural disasters occur. 

In essence, the basic problem you appear to 
have with the Guaranteed Minimum Delivery 
Price is that it doesn't necessarily proVide 
assistance "when assistance was warranted". 
This is not a serious problem when you consider 
the guaranteed price as one of a collection of 
policies, each designed to meet a particular 
objective. Many previous stabilisation schemes 
had their effectivenes greatly reduced because 
of their "omnibus" charac.ter ~one single policy 
instrument was used to achieve too much and as 
a result very little was achieved. As a general rule, 
each policy measure should be designed to 
achieve one purpose. That is precisely the 
strengths of the new scheme. Other policies wi/J 
be used for other purposes, including assisting 
producers to accommodate events such as 
disasters or more persistent market changes. 

After examining various projections of what 
could happen to Dried Vine Fruits prices under 

fl Continued overleaf 

Russell Mead ~i~cusses the ~A State Conference Agenda with The ADFA Board Chairman, 
Fr8nk Gill arldthi!.MarketinQ -Manager of ADFS Pty. ltd., tan Smith. 
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Iii STABILISATION Continued 

the_ Wheat-type formula the Board, with some 
reluctance agreed to seek such a plan for 
Sultanas only- providing ADFA could maintain 
coiltrol over Australian pricing. A meeting with 
the Minister to this effect on 30/4/1980 was not 
successful. 

As the Board was not prepared to hand over 
tOtal control of Australian pricing discussions 
continued to see: 

f. -If a scheme could be negotiated without 
control over pricing. 

2. If control to the limit of keeping price 
movements witflin- the-CPI woUld be acceptable. 

3. Would the Industry position by jeopardised by 
requesting a deferment of Stabilisation for 12 
months for a Scheme to commence in 1982? 

The Chairman again met with the Minister on 
May 29. The Industry Submission is considered 
by the Board to be sufficiently important to quote 
in full and this is appended as attachment 1. 
While no official reply has yet been received it 
can be accepted that no Stabilisation will apply in 
1981 and negotiations will proceed towards a 
1982/1986 Plan. 

This then is the dilemma faced by the Board: 

1. lt believes it can negotiate a price support 
scheme based broadly on the Wheat Scheme 
but operating to different formulae and meth
odology. 

2. It knows that in return it must lose some of its 
freedom in Australian pricing. The Government 
would not wish to set prices but some constraints 
would apply which would mean that domestic 
prices would move both upward and downward. 

FRANK H. GILL, OBE, 
Chairman, 

Board of Management. 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCUFF NURSERIES 

For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can 
be arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees ' 

For orders or details write: 

PO llox 369 lrymple, VIc, 3498 
ov phone (050) 24-5459 

AH: (050) 24-5500 

8- July, 1980 

MEDAL FOR EDITOR 
Sunraysia Daily's long-serving editor, 

George Tilley, was awarded the British Empire 
Medal for meritorious service to the community, 
in the recent Queen's Birthday Honors List. 

Mr Tilley was a journalist before joining 
Sunraysia Daily in 1948; he became editor in 
1956, and his service of 23V2 years is believed to 
be- an Australian record for a daily newspaper 
editor. 

Through his work he has always been a strong 
advocate for the Dried Fruits Industry and tourist 
industry in Sunraysia. 

Among his many community interests were a 
successful Citizens Military Forces career; he 
served ·terms as President and Secretary
Treasurer of the South Mildura Football Club. In 
1966 he changed his interest to racing and went 
on to the committee of the Mildura Racing Club 
and he is at present the Club's Honorary Sec
retary-Manager. 

The Association extends its congratulations to 
George Tilley on his recent award. 

FUEl PRICE 
In a recent press release, the Chairman of the 

National Farmers' Federation's Fuel and Energy 
Committee, Mr John Heussler, said that he was 
alarmed at press reports quoting senior Gov
ernment officials as saying that petrol prices 
could rise by 5.2 per cents a litre by July 1. 

Mr Haussler said that while the NFF supported 
the price mechanisms to encourage exploration, 
conservation and substitution of fuels, there was 
absolutely no justification for a price rise of this 
magnitude. 

A price rise Of 5.2 cents a litre, and possibly 
even more in country areas, would have a 
serious impact on Australia's already unaccep
tably high level of inflation. 

Mr Haussler said the NFF had presented a 
submission to the Federal Government on fuel 
and energy prices earlier this year and had been 
told by the Minister for National Development 
and Energy, Senator Carrick, that it was a highly 
responsible report. If the reported price rise was 
correct the Government was hardly derhon
strating a responsible attitude and was failing to 
consult with industry on future price levels. 

He said the Government appeared to be acting 
in accordance with the NFF's policy that there be 
six-monthly reviews of fuel prices but that was all. 
Factors such as the effect on major fuel users 
and also on the rate of inflation were not being 
taken into account. 

Mr Heussler said the NFF was currently 
researching the effect of price increases on the 
rural industry and would be making a submission 
to the Government as soon as possible. Factors 

_-such as the world supply situation, the rate of 
inflation and the effectiveness of liquid fuel 
conservation measures within Australia were 
being taken into consideration. 

Mr Haussler said that the NFF was already 
concerned about anomalies in country areas 
between wholesale and retail price levels, 
which to a large extent nullified the vaiue of 
the fuel freight subsidy scheme. 

QUALITY GOOD 
AFTER 40 YEARS 

A tin of Sunraysia produced mixed dried fruits 
was recently opened in Englanci and found to be 
in good condition after nearly 40 years. 

The Marketing Manager for Australian Dried 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., Mr lan Smith, recently 
received a letter from Mrs Phyllis Peapil!, of West 
Oulwich, London, telling about the fruit. 

Mrs Peapill wrote on May 17 last, to say that 
she had purchased a tin of dried fruits at a ''coffee 
morning" a few years ago. On May 16, this year, 
she opened the tin. "To my amazement the fruit 
was in good condition and edible," she says. 

"I went all through the war without ever 
receiving a food parcel (I am 73 years of age) so 
this must have been someone's surplus. I 
thought you might like to know too that the tin was 
bright and shiny inside. This must boost your 
sales morale." 

Mr Smith said that the tin of fruits was 
Sunbeam brand and was probably sent to 
England in a food parcel during World War II. He 
added that the wrapper off the tin, sent with the 
letter by Mrs Peapill, was also in good condition. 

Mr Smith had written to Mrs Peapi!l to tell her 
ADFS is delighted to know that the fruits were in 
good condition after all these years. 

MARKET REPORT 
As at May 25, 1980, Dried Vine Fruit pro

duction for Season 1980 stood at 93,888 tonnes, 
madeupof:
CURRANTS 
SULTANAS 
RAISINS 

5,863 !annes 
81 ,267 tonnes 

6,762 tonnes 

Breakdown of sales firgures to date are

Currants Sultanas Raisins 

Australia 
Export 

TOTAL 

TREE FRUITS 

957 2,711 611 
1,515 49,528 666 

2,472 52,239 1 ,277 

Total pack for Tree Fruits is 997 tonnes made 
upof:-
APRICOTS 820 tonnes 
PEACHES 81 tonnes 
PEARS 96 tonnes 

Total Apricot sales are 480 tonnes, Peaches 
27 tonnes and Pears 33 tonnes. 

PRUNES 
Processed weight on the 1980 Prunes pack is 

estimated at 2,365 tonnes, plus a carry-over of 
1 ,536 tonnes of 1979 fruit giving a total 
availability of 3,901 tonnes. Sales from March 1, 
1980, amount to 642 tonnes leaving a total of 
3,259 tonnes (1,069 tonnes- 1979 fruit and 
2,190tonnes-1980fruit. 
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BILL JACKSON TO RETIRE 
Mr W. A. Jackson will retire as Co~operative 

Packer Representative on the Board of Man
agement at this Federal Council. Mr Jackson, a 
Fellow of the Australian Society of Accountants, 
first entered the Dried Fruits Industry in 
November, i 952, as Company Secretary of the 
Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Company 
Limited. He moved to General Manager in 1954 
and with the amalgamation of Red Cliffs with the 
Mildura Co-operative Fruit Company Limited in 
197 4 was appointed Assistant General Manager 
of the new group. The following year he was 
appointed Group General Manager. 

In addition to the above, Bill has held, or still 
holds, an impressive list of other appointments 
and directorships within the Dried Fruits Industry 
including Director of Australian Dried Fruits 
Sales Pty. Ltd. and its overseas subSidiaries in 
Canada, Japan and Europe. 

Bill joined The ADFA Board of Management in 
1962. His wide experience in the Industry and his 
expertise in processing and marketing have 
been of inestimable value to the Board in its 
deliberations. 

,Good luck in your retirement, Bill. 

Fruit variety 
improvement program 

Significant progress has been made over the 
past year. Material from the repository at lrymple 
has been used to multiply clones for elite 
plantings of 25 vines of each variety, at lrymple. 
Forty varieties are planned with 10 to be planted 
this year. 

A number of varieties have been established 
as Regis1erea l\llotner Vine Plantings, of one-half 
to one acre lots on growers' properties. These 
sites will be the source for nurserymen and 
growers requiring guaranteed material. Cuttings 
taken from Mother Vine Plantings will be subject 
to a Department of Agriculture royalty of $20.00 
per 1,000 to recover some of the cost of es
tablishing and monitoring the Vine Improvement 
Program. 

The original Sultana clones H5 and M12 are 
being re-assessed for off-type vines, weak areas 
and virus infection, prior to being registered as 
Mother Vine Plantings. 

Already 126 acres of these clones have been 
checked, half in New South Wales and half in 
Victoria. REicovery of cuttings. f~om these 
sources is approximately 3,000 per aCre. The 
best four Gordo clones are to be established as 
Mother Vine Plantings this spring. The UCO 
Zante Currant clolie is to be multiplied for a 
registered planting. The Carina has already heen 
established as a Mother Vine Planting. 

Sunraysia Nurseries expect to sell 10,000 
Carina rootlings this year as well as 12,000 Zante 
and 5,000 Haneman Currants. All available 
Sultana and Gordo rootlings are fUlly committed. 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

The policy of the committee for establishing 
Mother Vine Plantings of "in demand material" is 
to allocate these to vigorous growing areas 
outside the phylloxera area to allow maximum 
advantage to the grape industry. Enquiries for 
material from Mother Vine Plantings should be 
directed through the Department of Agriculture at 
lrymple, Victoria. 

Increased staffing in the plant standards 
section of the Department will allow regular 
inspection of Mother Vine Plantings and 
Nurseries in the future and should ensure that 
the grape industry have access to the best 
material available. 

IS THAT THE RIGHT CROP? 
With the surplus position of red wine grapes 

still persisting and big demand for stone fruit and 
citrus a number of growers are either removing or 
thinking about the removal of these grapes. 

Before replanting areas previously planted to 
grapes a soil test should be do~e to determine 
the suitability of the soil for the type of crop you 
wish to plant. 

Loxton adviser Tom Simes says he has seen 
plantings of citrus and stone fruit in unsuitable 
soils more than once and considers the chances 
of these plantings providing economic returns 
are very remote. He believes that they will never 
achieve maximum size nor can they carry big 
crops on the frames they do have. Hence the 
warning. 

In short replanting with the right material for the 
soil type is really good business but the planting 
of crops in unsuitable Soil simply because they 
have a good market now, is the surest way of 
going broke. 

1981 HAIL 
INSURANCE SCHEME 

NOW OPEN 

Cost $10.00 per acre if effected 
before August 15, 1980. Thereafter 
$11.00 per acre. 

At the recent SA State Conference delegates took time out to learn about the Australian 
Council of Good Nutrition's "Good Food Friends." Discussing the, nutrition kit (I to r) is Mr 
Mick Carrera, Waikerie delegate, Miss Elaine Chambers, Executive Home Economist and Mr 

Ken Andrew, Conference Chairman. 
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FederruCouncll, 1979 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 

The S~ason-1980.Suitanci harvest was a rare experience for growers. 
High ___ Vine yield, ~oinciQed with almost pertect harvest and drying 
conditions to produce the second highest Sultana pack in history -
S0,94.1 tonnes. This·, coupled with high export prices will give Sultana 
growers ~heir best _eVer pack in real cash terms. 

:currant production at 5,874 tonnes is the best pack since 1977, and is 
some BOO tonnes above the tive~year average. Quality is also good. 

Over3.il production of R8isin grapes was uP even though demand 
by wineries was heavy. Gordo was the main wine variety last year, but it is 
U!)Hkely that the_ 197.9 intake of near 70,000 tonnes will be matched this 
season. A poor' fresh fruit market demand brought some additional 
Walthams into the dry pack. 

With.the.exception of Pei).rs,-both total and ADFA Tree Fruits packs 
were well ~elow th_e five~year average and some import of Apricots can be 
expected to f_ulfil Australian req'uirements. 

Prunes, at an estimated 2,388 tonnes, is 2,000 tonnes below 1979 and 
some 800 tonnes below the five~year average. With the carry~in of 1,404 
tonneS from 1979 production will just be enough to se!Vice the Australian~ 
New Zealand arid Pacific markets. 

PRODUCTION 

Estirllat8d production of grade fruit as at 24/4/1980 for Season 1980, 
cOmpared with_ the thre$ previous seasons, is: 

1977 1978 
Tonnes Tonnes 

Currants ........................ · 6,065 3,933 
$ultanas ................... ,.... 52,593 56,734 
1\l.atural Sultanas ........... · 254 123 
Ra1s1ns.......................... 4,381 5,322 
Apricots......................... 1 ,088 935 
Peaches ..... ,.................. 138 95 
Pears ........ ......... ..... ...... . 75 109 
Prunes (P/Weight)........ 3,061 2,425 
"Final for all varieties except Raisins and Prunes. 
*"Estimates as-at 25/4/1980. 

1979* 
Tonnes 

5,522 
49,113 

47 
4,487 
1,136 

107 
47 

4,373 

1980** 
Tonnes 

5,874 
80,941 

57 
5,040 

844 
79 
94 

2,388 

. Export of Currants and Raisins in Season 1979 was'1 ,942 tonnes and 
1_,:472 tonnes respectively; and for Season 1980 will be in the vicinity of 

CURRANTS: 

1) Australian Produc-tion 

1 
2) Australian Sales 

8000 3) E_xport Sales 
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jO-,-July, 1980 

1,900 tonnes and 2,500 tonnes respectively. Some 60,000-62,000 
tonnes Sultanas will be available for export, which is double the quantity 
available last year. 

The following three graphs show total ADFA production and the 
amount sold on both Australian and export markets. As would be 
expected export sales follow closely the same pattern as total production 
although this feature is not quite so noticeable with Raisins where in some 
years Australian sales have had to be curtailed because of production. 
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RAISINS: 
1) ,Australian Production 

2) Australian Sales 

3) Export Sales 

3 
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Total intake of all varieties of grapes by wineries for Season 1979 was 
488,056 tonnes, 64,327 tonnes above the Seaso!J 1978 total intake of 
423,729 tonnes. 
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Intake of drying variety grapes in Season 1979 compared with Seasons Allocations for Vine Fruits Season 1980 for ADFA fruit have been set 
1977 and 1978 was: by The ADFA and the Australian Dr.ied Fruits Corporation at: · 

1977 1978 1979 
Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Currants ...... 136 85 60 
Sultanas 67,658 55,673 58,037 
Gordos ........ 55,252 60,991 69,953 
Walthams ... 1,353 1,209 1,896 

124,399 117,956 129,946 

Varietal figures for Season 1980 will not be available for some months. 

MARKETING 

Sales 

Australian sales on a seasonal basis, as admitted into final adjustment, 
for the paSt four seasons have been: 

1976 1977 1978 1979 
Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 

Currants ... 3,461 3,964 3,469 3,580 
Sultanast 15,337 20,187 14,923 19,208 
Raisins ... 3,444 3,179 3,331 3,015' 

22,242 27,330 21,723 25,803 

~Estimates as at 25/4/1980. 
tlndudes Naturals, and 40-gram packets sold in Australia. 

These figures relate to total sales from a season's production, which may 
exteild over 18 months or more and may not give a true indication of a 
year's sales. 

On a twelve-month basis, February 26 to February 25, shows Dried 
V1ne Fruit at 25,543 tonnes. Comparative delivery figures are: 

Year Ended 
28/2/1977 28/2/1978 28/2/1979 28/2/1980 

Currants ..................... . 3,733 3,643 3,477 4,046 
Sultanas* ................... .. 15,799 t7,486 16,823 18,482 
Raisins 2,721 2,333 2,158 3,015 

22,253 23,462 22,458 25,543 

*Includes Naturals and 4U-gram packets. 

Distribution of total sales from the Season 1978 pack was: 

Tonnes Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 
Australia (includes 

40 gram packs) ... 3,469 14,923 3,331 21,723 
UK and Ireland .. 8,748 430 9,178 
Continent 12,957 71 13,028 
Canda .. 4 11,747 280 12,031 
New Zealand ............... 357 3,757 383 4,497 
Japp.n .. 63 3,414 323 3,800 
Other .. 40 t ,311 504 1,855 

3,933 56,85T 5,322 66,112 

*Includes Naturals. 

Season 1979 final adjustments for aU varieties have not yet been 
completed, but final sales are estimated at: 

Tonnes Currants Sultanas Raisins Total 
Australia (includes 

40 gram packs) .. 3,580 19,208 3,015 25,803 
United Kingdom .. 621 4,666 465 5,752 
Continent.. 17 6,204 183 6,404 
Canada .. 198 10,018 86 10,302 
New Zealand .. 790 4,675 442 5,907 
Japan .. 36 2,847 269 3,152 
Other .. 280 1,544 27 1,851 

5,522 49,162' 4,487 59,171 

"Includes Naturals. 
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Tonnes 
Australia .................................. , 
UK and Ireland ........................ .. 
Continent (Malta and Israel) ..... . 
Canada ........ . 
New Zealand .......................... . 
Japan .......................................... . 
Other ........................................ . 

*Includes carry-in from Season 1979. 

Currants 
4,000 

750 
750 

74 
300 

5,874 

Sultanas 
19,500 

1-12,soo 
18,000 
15,000 

6,000 
4,000 
5,941 

80,941 

Raisins 
3,750 

556 

500 
500 
500 
500 

6,306' 

Tree Fruits and Prunes. Production of ApriCots in 1.979 was above the 
previous two seasons, and allowed exports, as the graph shows: 

2400 APRICOTS: 

1\ l) Australian ProduCtion 
2l.OO 

I ,/ 
2) Australian Sales 

18oO 3) ~xport Sales 
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The Season 1980 pack of 844 tonnes is 292 torines down- on the 
previous year. Peach and Pear prodl!ction, although down, is adequate to 
meet Australian demand. 

Australian Sales for the last tOur Seasons have been: 

Tonnes 
Apricots .... .. 
Peaches ................ . 
Pears ................... .. 
Prunes ................. .. 

Season 
1976 

614 
77 
29 

2,853 

Season 
1977'· 

995 
94 
36 

2,652 

Season 
1978 

683 
75 
53 

2,373 

Season 
1979 

896 
73 
30 

2,787 

The above figures relate to total sales from a season's production, but 
for these var'1eties give a good indication of the year's sales ali a twelve~ 
month basis, February 26 to February 25. -

Distribution of total sales from Season 1978 pack was: 

Tonnes Apricots Peaches Pears 
Australia............... 683 75 53 
UK/Continent....... 90 12 49 
Canada/USA.. 108 
New Zealand.... 17 8 7 
Other........ 37 

Total. ....... 935 95 109 

Prunes 
2,373 

5 

9 
38 

2,425 
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Season 1979 final adjustment has not yet been completed for Prunes, 
but final sales are expected to be: 

Apricots Peaches Pears Prunes 
Australia ..... 896 73 30 2,787 
UK/Ireland. 
Continent .. .................. 110 18 11 6 
New Zealand ............ 42 16 6 97 
Other ....... 88 
Unallocated .............. 1,404 

1,136 107 47 4,373 

Allocations for Season 1980 Tree Fruits and Prunes have been set 
by the respective Committee at 

Export Australia 
Apricots 40 tonnes- NZ 

Peaches 
Pears 
Prunes- D'Agens 

-Robes 

40 tonnes ~ Other 
Open 
Open 
NZ and Pacific only 
99% 1% 

The relationship between Prune production and Sales is depicted in the 
following graph: 
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Realisations. Estimated processed weight FOB realisations per tonne 
to packing companies on Season 1979 production is calculated at: 
(These are average-before deduction of Packers'·costs and charges and 
conversion to sweatbox weights). 

Currants- 4-crown .................... . 
Sultanas- 4-crown ...................... . 
Raisins- 4-crown ..................... . 
Apricots - Choice Large ..... . 
Peaches- Choice Large ............... . 
Pears- Choice Lcirge., .................. . 
Prunes- Large 3.2 kg ................... . 

Australia 
$ 

964 
973 
892 

3,294 
2,606 
2,177 
1,361 

*(a) Export restricted to Plain and Slab. 

12-July, 1980 

Export 
$ 

963 
1,059 

828 
3,462 
2,621 

"(a) 
1,134 

Average 
$ 

964 
1,026 

864 
3,344 
2,612 
2,177 
1,327 

Prices 

Australia. A 10% increase in the price of Currants, Sultanas and 
Unseeded Raisins was approved with the differential between Currants 
and Sultanas of like grades being kept at 2¢ per kg. Increases were 
effective from March 1, 1980. 

The following price rises were taken on the closing prices of Tree Fruits 
and Prunes for the Australian market 

Apricots 10% increase in January followed by a further 
5% increase from April1. 

Peaches and Pears 
Prunes 

10% increase 
10% increase 

Export. Opening prices for Dried Vine Fruits on all export markets 
showed an increase above Season 1979. Export returns will be the 
highest ever achieved. 

Apricot prices were set at 15% above SeasOn 1979 opening prices for 
the New Zealand Market and 20% above for all other markets. 

Peach prices were set at 10% above Season 1979 closing levels for all 
grades except Plain which would rise to $1.60 per kg. 

Pear prices were set at 1 O% above 1979 levels for all grades, except 
Plains which were set at $2.00 per kg. New Zealand prices were set at 
Australian parity. 

Export of Prunes is limited to New Zealand and Pacific due to size of 
pack. 

40 gram Sultana Packets. Fruit for this special pack was increased by 
an amount equal to the 1979 Australian price increase ($115 per tonne) 
plus 5% of the differential between it and the Australian price ($27 per 
tonne), making a total increase of $142 per tonne, the price for 1980 being 
$770 per tonne. 

Import Statistics for the seven months to January 1980, as compared 
with the previous two years, show: 

12 months 12 months 7months 
1977/1978 1978/1979 to Jan., 1980 

Tonnes Tonnes Tonnes 
Vine Fruits .. ................... 0.03 1.260 0.356 

Apricots 
Turkey .... 102 23.63 20.175 
Iran ........ ............... 3 
USA .................... 1 14.47 
Other .................. 8.14 4.497 

106 46.24 24.672 

Prunes 
USA .......... 122 128.22 57.749 
Other ....... 7 10.73 6.355 

129 138.95 64.104 

Tariff. Following a 1978/1979 Inquiry by the lAC the Government has 
removed primage duties on: 

Dried Apricots, with a corresponding increase in tariff duty. 

Dried Peaches, Pears, Prunes, with no increase in tariff duties. 

No decision was made in respect to Dried Vine Fruits as the grape 
Industry is now the subject of a further Inquiry. 

Primage duties were introduced by the Government in 1930 as a 
revenue measure and originally applied to almost every item in the tariff. 
Subsequent Government policy has aimed at removal of primage duties 
by abolition or through incorporation in the relevant Customs duties. As a 
result most items in the Customs Tariff no longer attract primage duties. 

Dried Fruits tariff rates now applying are: 

Dried Vine Fruits 7 cents per kilo ($70 per tonne) 
Apricots 38 cents per kilo ($380 per tonne) 
Peaches, Pears and Prunes 8 cents per kilo ($80 per tonne) 
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Since the above decision advice has been received of a further tariff 
inquiry into Fruit and Fruit Products (including Apricots, Peaches, Pears 
and Prunes) by the lAC. The purpose of this last Inquiry will no doubt 
emerge as the hearings proceed. The ADFA will support the retention of 
tariff duties on Dried Fruit. In years of low production duty-free admission 
is possible under By-law. The tariff/By-law mechanism serves to protect 
both producers and consumers. 

PROCESSING 

Fruit Quality. The Board convened a Driecf_ Vine Fruits Packers' 
Conference in Mildura on January 8 last for an open discussion on all 
aspects of fruit quantity and quality control. Main items discussed were: 

Moisture level on intake. Packers confirmed that to meet the Special 
Export Standards now required by the Corporation it was essential for 
growers to dry fruit down to 13%. (This matter is also referred to in "Items 
Referred from Federal Council1979"). 

Moisture Limit on Packed Fruit. There was no consensus for 
implementation of a maximum moisture level due to the difficulty in 
policing the regulation. The matter is still being monitored by the Board. It 
was agreed that the cost of claims due to faulty packing be a charge 
against the packer concerned. 

1-Crown and 2-Crown Currants and Sultanas. It was agreed that all 
Season 1980 fruit be packed to SEP Standards and that the Con
sultative Committee be asked to have the necessary amendments made 
to State Regulations. It was The ADFA's intention to keep standards as 
high as possible, but at the request of some packers cap stem tolerances 
were relaxed to 4% for 1- and 2-crown Currants. 

Fruit Processing Oils. Packers advised that it would not be possible for 
one packer to pack for those export markets which would not accept 
paraffin. Packers indicated that it was not practical to run two oiling 
systems due to the risk of cross-contamination if paraffin was on their 
premises. It was noted that additional research expenditure had been 
approved to try and find an improved dressing oil. 

Dipping Oils. The meeting agreed there was an over-use of dipping oils 
by growers, which caused two problems: 

1. Reduction in fruit quality. 

2. Created effluent during wash and processing which was very costly to 
discharge in compliance with EPA regulations. 

A press statement was subsequently issued by the Board to emphasise 
to growers the problems caused by the over-use of dipping oils. 

Grade Names- Tree Fruits. Following discussions between Agents 
and the Board of Management, the Board agreed to recommend the 
following Tree Fruits grade name changes to State Dried Fruits Boards 
and the Department of Primary Industry, and ask that the appropriate 
regulation be amended as soon as possible: 

Plain to Standard 
Slabs to Extra Ripe 

Receival Inspections. Advice was received from the Department of 
Primary Industry that it could not take over the responsibility of receival 
inspections and gradings, as requested by Sunraysia District Council. 
The DPI asked the Board to consider the alternative possibility of the 
Association taking over the responsibility of imposing fruit quality grades 
both at intake and out-turn. 

Consulative Committee. Association representatives attended the 
Consultative Committee meeting in Melbourne on April 9 last and the 
major items of discussion were: 

- Moisture Content 
-Bulk Bins 
-Moisture Meters. 

FARM MANAGEMENT 

Growers' Field Day. The ADF A Production Problems Committee with 
the assistance of CSIRO (Merbein) and the Victorian and New South 
Wales Department of Agriculture, staged a successful Growers' Field Day 
in Mildura on November 8, 1979. In line with the present demand for high 
quality fruit the theme for the day was "Quality Control". 

Some 250 growers including a number from South Australia attended, 
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and papers given were well received. The support given by ADFA local 
committees, CSIRO and the State Departments is acknowledged. 

Victorian Viticulture. Messrs Byrnes and Tankard, representing The 
ADFA, attended a meeting of the Committee representing Victorian 
Viticulture in Melbourne during September, 1979. Committee discussions 
included: 

-Departmental staffing 
-Vine Improvement Program 
- Publication of propagation booklet 
-Vine Nursery Survey 
- Phylloxera 
-Legislation on Grape Prices 
- Gordo Plantings and Market requirements. 

Tree Fruits Field Day. A similar day for Dried Tree Fruits growers, jointly 
sponsored Qy the SA Department of Agriculture and the Dried Fruits 
Processing Liaison Sub-Committee was held at Berri in December. 

Grower Accident and Illness Insurance. The Board has offered no 
objection- to MCN Australasia Pty. Ltd., the brokers providing Hail 
Insurance coverage, offering a Grower Accident and Illness Insurance 
through The ADFA. 

The negotated premiums (for $300 per week, $30,000 death benefits) 
are: 

Accident 
Nil excess. ........................ ................... .. .... Yearly premium $48 
7-day exceSs ............................................ : ..... Yearly premium $43 
14-day excess............ .. ............................ Yearly premium $32 

Accident and Illness 
Nil excess ................... . . ...... Yearly premium $246 
7 -day excess ........................ . . .... Yearly premium $214 
14-day excess ........................ . . ...... Yearly premium $192 

Press Conference. In an endeavour to ensure that harvest labour was 
available, but not over available, a Press Conference was arranged by the 
Association with the assistance of the Commonwealth Employment 
Service. 

The Conference was· attended by representatives of the media, 
Sunraysia Growers' Labour and Conciliation League, Canning Fruit
growers' Association and_ Commonwealth Emp!oy111ent Service. The 
support given by the Commonwealth Employment Service at this 
Conference and during the harvest period is acknowledged. 

Australian Bureau of Statistics. The Association was represented at 
a meeting in Adelaide on February 15, 1980,, called by the ABS to 
standardise viticulture statistics. Comprehensive statistics will be 
confined to 17 varieties, all drying varieties being included. 

Plant Variety Rights. The Commonwealth Government is to 
introduce legislation to give copyright over new varieties developed by 
Departmental or private. plant breeders. The legislation is designed to 
encourage private work in this field. 

DBCP (Nemagon). At Federal Council last year delegates commented 
on the withdrawal by Shell Chemicals of Nemagon and the need to have 
this again available to growers. Advice has been received that DBCP has 
been, or will shortly be, gazetted as a prohibited import. The gazettal is on 
the recommedation of the National Health and Medical Research 
Committee, and is supported by the WHO and the International 
Committee on Chemicals. 

The pesticides Co-ordinator of the Department of Primary Industry 
advises that there is sufficient evidence against the use of DBCP to 
warrant the above action and that the Department would not support any 
approach from The ADFA to have the decision reversed, or to allow in 
limited quantities for viticultural purposes. 
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RESEARCH 

Statutory Research Fund. At the audget meeting of the Committee 
held in Melbourne on December 6, 1979, cash availability was shown as: 

Dried Dried 
Vine Tree Prunes Total 
$ $ $ $ 

Balance in Trust 
Account as at 
October31, 1978 106,472 29,639 30,596 166,707 
Commonwealth 
commitment 
on balance 
in TrUst Fund 114,934 29,200 25,276 169,410 

221,406 58,839 55,872 336,117 
Less Balance of 
Grants for 
1979/1980 (est) 54,245 6,895 9,044 70,184 

167,161 51,944 46,828 265,933 
1979 Levy (est)' 69,000 12,500 10,000 86,500 
Commonwealth 
commitment 69,000 12,500 10,000 86,500 
Est. amount 
available for 
1980/1981 distribution 305,161 76,944 66.828 438.933 

*1979 season levy based on packs of DVF 69,000 tonnes; DTF 2,500 
tonnes; Prunes4,000ton'n9S. ···-- -- - --- · --

Projects approved by Committee were: 

Continuing Projects 
CSIRO 
Development of New Drying Varieties by Hybridisation 

Victorian Department of Agriculture 
Chemical-control of Parasitic Nematodes on Established 

Grape Vines using Non~ Volatile Nematfcfdes 
Field Evaluation of Arch Cane Pruning of Sultanas in the 
· d~veloproen~ qf~ Trems, Drying 

The effects of heat treatment and viruses on the. yield 
,-·:of grapevines 
Evaluation of Cultural Practices and Rootstocks for Carina 
· grapevines 

Trellising and Spacing Trial of Gordos on resistanfRootstocks 
Rootstocks, Spacing and Trellis for Gordo in a Nematode~ 

·infested replant situation 
NSW Deparment of Agriculture 
Research to development improved control measures for 

Prune rust 

$14,000 

$17,300 

$3,910 

$4,635 

$3,590 
$10,100 

$5,580 

$14,500 

· 'The fOllowing previouSly approved project was deferred for the Supply 
of additional information and further consideration at the July, 1980, 
meeting. 

University of Melbourne 
Determination of fibre content in Dried Fruit and the Role of 

Fibre Foods in the prevention and treatment of Gallstones $11 ,368" 

*V3 each Vine Fruit, Tree Fruits and Prunes. 

New Projec:ts 

CSIRO 
Improved Drying and Dressing Oils for Dried Vine Fruits 
Victorian and South Australian Department of Agriculture 
(separate researph) 
Biological Control of Emex spp (three~corner Jacks) (Vic.) 

(SA) 

New South Wales Department of Agriculture 
The ecomonics of alternative Irrigation Systems for Dried Vine 

Fruits 

Western Australian Department of Agriculture 
Remove capstems from Currants in compliance with DPI 

tolerances 
Bread Research Institute 
High Fn,Jit. Loaf Development 

'14-July, 1980 

$14,000 

$7,396 
$6,598 

$6,469 

$2,500 

$1,610 

Funds Allocated: 
- Vine Fruits 
-Tree Fruits 
-Prunes ...................... . 

................. $99,709 
..................................... 3,789 

.. ............ 18,289 
--$121,787 

Leaving Fund Availability of: 
-Vine Fruits.... .................. . ............ $205,452 
-Tree Fruits... . .................................................... 73, 155 
-Prunes................... . .................................... 48,539 

--$32?,146 
Less Administration costs. 

The levy for Season 1979 was: 

Dried Vine Fruit.. ... 
Dried Tree Fruit.. ............. . 

.................................. $'! .00 per tonne 
................................ $5.00 per tonne 

Prunes ..................... . ............... . ......... $2.50 per tonne 

Committee. The term of office of the Committee expired on May 31, 
1980, and the Minister has subsequently, upon the recommendations of 
the Board, approved the following for a term of three years: 

Grower Members 
Mr F. H. Gill, OBE 
Mr V. L Byrnes 
Mr H. M. Tankard 
Mr R. W. Tiller 

Packer Members 
Mr R. G. Horsburgh 
Mr M. MeN. Lucey 

The only change in the above is the appointment of Mr Lucey in lieu of 
Mr W. A. Jackson who did not seek re~appointment 

Apricot Cutter. Following representations from the Association the 
South Australian Department of Agriculture had decided to let the patent 
over portion of the Apricot Cutting Machine lapse. The design is now free for 
use by all growers or manufacturers. The Department will later be issuing 
design specifications. 

INDUSTRY ECONOMY 

Equalisation. As export prices for Currants and Sultanas are near to or 
in excess of Australian prices, and as non~Association production at 
Raisins .is minimal, this Association has recommended that no 
equalisation leVies apply in 1980. 

Hail Insurance. Following last year's Federal Council, MCN 
Australasia Pty. Ltd. advised that its underwriters would provide Hail 
Insurance for the three years 1980/1981/1982, the seasonal renewal 
terms being subject to review based on claims experience. 

As a high degree of local involvement in necessary following any hail~ 
storm a Co-ordination and Action Hail Insurance Working Committee has 
been formed to oversee the necessary duties. The Committee comprises 
Messrs F. H. Gill, H. M. Tankard, A W. Milne, A. F. Stevens and A. B. 
Johnstone. 

The ADFA Hail Insurance Scheme has now been in operation for two 
seasons, details being: 

1978/1979 
1979/1980 

Cost 
$9.25 per acre 
$9.50 per acre 

Acres Covered 
32,883 
37,403 

Claims 
$379,252 

$61,280 
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For the purposes of compensation, value of production for Season 
1981 will be set at$1 ,050for all varieties. The cost of insurance will be $10 
per acre if finalised before August 15, 1981, and $11 per acre if effected 
after that date. All other procedures remain unchanged. 

Grape Pricing Legislation. The Association's request for the right to 
submit names to the Minister for appointment to the Wine Grape 
Processing Industry Negotiating Committee was successful but we were 
not successful in gaining representation on the Committee. Grower 
members of the respective sub~committees are: 

Victoria- Messrs J. M. Adolf, D. J. Gordon, L. E. Engletield. 
NSW- Messrs J. R. Murphy, T. Spanos, D. Hackett. 

Brandy Excise. We were pleased to note that the Wine Industry had 
been successful in having the Government approve a reduction of $2.70 
per litre of alcohol on Brandy. 

ADMINISTRATION 

National Farmers' Federation. The ADFA together with . the 
Australian Canning Fruitgrowers' Association has accepted Associate 
membership of the National Farmers' Federation at a joint cost of $3,000. 

WA Branch Visit. In accordance with the assurance given by the 
Board to Western Australian members, the Chairman and General 
Secretary~Manager attended the 1979 Annual General Meeting of the 
WA Branch ADFA. The opportunity was also taken to make an extensive 
survey of new grape plantings in that State. 

State Boards. In line with The ADFA policy on Industry rationalisation, 
a submission was made to the Victorian Minister of Agriculture, aS 
Minister responsible for the largest Dried Fruits State, asking for a review 
of the policy and functions of, and representation on, the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board. 

Premises. The Association has successfuly moved to its new 
premises at 9 Queens Road, Melbourne. The Association, ADFS Pty. 
Ltd., and the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation occupy a complete floor 
in the building and share the costs of power, light, telephone rental and 
certain insurance costs. 

While the costs of the new premises are in excess of those paid at 

Jeffcott Street, this is more than recompensed in the increased liaison 
and co~operation which now exists· between the three Industry bodies. 
Apart from the day to day liaison betwee!"' all staff, -~here_ are npw r6gul~r 
meetings between the three senior Executive Officers which has led to 
streamlining of some procedures and expediting deCisions_. · 

The ADFA costs of establishing a recipe development kitchen will be 
subsidised by ADFS Pty. Ltd. 

GENERAL 

Obituary, Mr R. H. Cullen. It is with regret we record the di?ath of 
Mr R. H. Curren, in Adelaide, late last_ y·ear. Over a 20~year period Mr 
Curren served as a member a_nd later Chairman of the Berri Bra"nch.· He 
was a member of ADFA Tree Fruits Committee for many years a·nd alsq a 
delegate to Federal Council. Mr Curren was appointed Chairman· of the 
SA Dried Fruits Board in 1974 and, although retired, seived as Secretary 
of Berri Branch until1977. · 

Acknowledgements 

Press. We extend our sincere congratUlations to" Mr George Tilley, 
BEM, on his award of the British Empire Medal in the Queen's Birthd~y 
Honors List for services to the community. Mr Tilley is well~ knoWn to 8.1\ 
Delegates for the continuing assistance he has given to this "lndustfy; 
particularly at Federal Council. I feel sure that an D"elegates will indicate 
their appreciation in the usual manner. 

Government. Close liaison has _again been maintained with GoV~ 
ernment members and offic;ers of-the Oepanment of Primary InduStrY and 
State Departments of Agriculture and CSIRO, as well as with the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation anci- the various State -Boards. To 
these gentlemen who have assisted us ·during the year I record lily 
sincere appreciation. · · 

Staff. I record by own appreciation and that of the Board-to Head Office· 
Staff for services given to the Association- over the past year. 

For and on behalf of, the Board, 

July 9, 1980. 

F, H. GILL, OBE, 
Chairman. 

1981 HAIL INSURANCE SCHEME IS OPEN 

Over 10,000 tonnes of Dried Fruit were lost when hail hit Red 
Cliffs in 1977.1n 1978/79 total claims paid out by the insurance 
scheme was $379,252 and in 1979/80 amounted to $61,279. 

The AD FA's Hail Insurance Scheme for 198.1 opened on 
July 2, 1980. . 
For the purposes of compensation, value of production has 
been set at $1 ,050. As the grower bears the loss of the first 
20%, maximum compensation has risen to $840 per acre. 
The cost of the Insurance will be $10.00 per acre if finalised 
before August 15, 1980, and $1 ~ .00 per acre if effected 
after that date. 

Application forms are available now from your local 
packaging company or from the Dried Frui.ts Centre in 
Mildura. · · 

YOU CAN MINIMISE THE FINANCIAL STRAIN THAT HAIL CAN CAUSE BY INSURING NOW 
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2- December 1980 

----EDITORIAL----

As the year draws to a close it is pleasing to note that, with two exceptions, the 
near record crop of Season 1980 has been, or will be, disposed of without any 
difficulty. There may be a small carry-over of Sultanas into the next season but 
world markets remain buoyant and these will be readily absorbed in the new year. 
It is good quality fruit and could prove a useful reserve. 

The two exceptions in which there will be significant carry-overs are Raisins 
and Prunes. With Prunes the problem might be self resolved by the estimated 
light pack in 1981. It could certainly qe assisted by a more equitable distribution of 
Prunes between the various processors. With Raisins the problem is not self 
resolving as present indications show a good crop for Season 1981 - perhaps a 
record crop, and yet I can see no reason for pessimism or panic. But there is 
certainly need for caution. 

We have to accept that Gordos are a major wine grape and that the greater 
tonnages will always flow to wineries. The fear in some quarters is that one day this 
flow may stop and there will be a heavy diversion back to drying. I wonder if this is 
really a valid fear? Gordos have been accepted by wineries for many years and 
wine makers are unlikely to change their pattern unless there is a sudden decline 
in the white wine trade, or grapes of equal quality become available at better 
prices. Both of these, of course, could happen and, if long-term, would call for 
major production adjustments by growers, aggravated by quite substantial 
plantings of this variety evident from the sale of Gordo vines and cuttings over the 
past year or two. 

We also have to accept that production fluctuations of Dried Raisins over the 
past several years have caused a loss of export markets. I~ might be costly to get 
back into these markets but I feel sure it can be done, given an assurance of 
continued supply. This then is the dilemma. We need an assured annual pack of 
aoout 5,000-6,000 tonnes of Raisins which will allow for planned export 
marketing programs. Tonnages below 4,000 would mean a loss of some of the 
export markets regained over the past year and tonnages in excess of 6,000 
could result in a build-up of carry-over and a lowering of prices. Perhaps we seek 
the impossible, a stable production in an Industry which is subject to risk from bud 
burst until the last berry is delivered into winery or packing shed. 

This uncertainty and interdependance has concerned both the wine grape 
and Dried Fruits industries for some years. Both are vulnerable when the market 
expectation of one can be used to depress prices of the other. Various 
mechanisms of control have been and are still being examined- so far without 
success. 

In my opinion the industries themselves - that is the grower controlled 
industries - must find the solution. If there is one clear message coming from 
governments, particularly State governments at the moment, it is that there is a 
strong move away from regularising and controlling primary industries. The 
possibility of obtaining quota systems or production controls of any sort are now 
even more remote that they were in the past. 

For most growers, given good weather conditions from here on, I can foresee 
no major problems in the new S\)ason. For Raisin growers there may be some 
problems but these will not be insurmountable and I am sure can be resolved 
given tolerance and goodwill. 

I wish you all the best for 1981. 

F. H. GILL 
Chairman, ADFA Board of Management 
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ADVANTAGES OF OVERHEAD IRRIGATION 

By Russell Witcombe, Agricultural Economics Officer, 
and Mark Gardiner, Irrigation Officer, 

Victorian Department of Agriculture, Mildura 

This article considers the major advantages and disadvantages of 
overhead sprays in vines, and shows by way of an example, that converting 
from furrow to overhead irrigation can be very profitable. Although this 
article applies specifically to dried vine fruit properties, in Mildura, 
Robinvale and Swan Hill districts, the underlying principles have a much 
broader application. 

(i) Yield Increase 
Properties with gentle, evenly sloped rows 

may experience only a small yield increase in 
converting to overheads; say less than 5%. 

, However, the greater the deficiencies in the 
furrow irrigation system, the greater the yield 
increase from overhead sprinklers. Many grow
ers in Sunraysia have experienced yield in
creases of up to 20% or 750 kg of dried Sultanas 
per hectare, in changing from furrows to over
head sprinklers. 

Overhead sprinklers provide a more even 
water distribution than furrows. Sunraysia 
growers with overhead sprinklers are able to 
irrigate using two, three-inch irrigations, rather 
than one, six-inch furrow irrigation. This in
creased frequency of irrigation_ leads to more 
stable soil moisture levels. There is less strain on 
the drains, so soils witt not remain waterlogged 
for as long. But at the same time, the soil will not 
have the periods of extreme dryness that occur 
with the less frequent furrow irrigation system. 

(ii) Easier Management 
Overhead sprinklers will eliminate the need for 

furrowing out. On an eight-hectare block this will 
be a saving of at least five days per year. The 
need to form good furrows prior to each irrigation 
necessitates additional cultivations prior to 
furrowing out. This applies especially in light 
textured soils where furrow erosion makes even 
water spread impossible the second time 
around. Cultivation of sprinkler irrigated soil is 

Mark Gardiner 
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only necessary for weed control, which is an 
advantage in preserving good soil structure. 

Overhead sprays allow accurate control of the 
amount atwater applied. Vines which are subject 
to lime-induced iron chlorosis should benefit 
from sprinkler irrigation. The limey soils on which 
chlorosis occurs are often flat and difficult to 
irrigate lightly with furrows. Controlled watering 
in of soil stertlants and fertilisers, and ability to 
apply a light frost irrigation are other advantages 
of overhead sprays. 

However, the most appealing management 
feature of overheads is the time saved irrigating. 
No longer is a grower required to tramp around 
his block in the middle of the night with a torch 
and shovel, to check the water. 

The time saved, by a grower using overheads, 
makes him more effective for other duties and 
decisions. 

(iii) Taxation Benefits 
Changes to Section 75b, enacted in May 1980 

provide growers with the opportunity to write off 
120% of the cost of an overhead irrigation 
system, in one tax period. 

DISADVANTAGES OF OVERHEAD 
IRRIGATION. 

(i) Cost 
The cost of installing overhead sprinklers is not 

cheap. The "materials only" cost for plant, pump 
set and SEC connection for eight hectares of 
vines will probably be between $25,000 and 
$30,000. And the annual electricity cost to 
irrigate the area will be at least $500. 

{ii) Additional chemical costs. 
Some growers have found it necessary to 

apply up to two extra fungicide sprays to control 
Downy Mildew, and and extra herbicide to 
control the additional weed growth. 

This works out to be an extra chemical cost of 
$170, and an extra labour input of about two days· 
for eight hectares of vines. 

{iii) Strong winds 
Persistent strong winds, common during 

October and November, will cause excessive 
drift and may significantly reduce the efficiency of 
overhead sprinklers. 

(iv} Salinity 
Recent work with irrigation methods that wet 

the foliage has shown that water with only 100 
ppm chlorine or 700 ppm sodium will cause leaf 
burn and yield decline if water if applied during hot 

a 
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dry conditions. These figures are equivalent to 
salt levels in the Murray River of between 390-625 
microsiemens/cm (EC units). 

So if riverlevels rise much above 450 EC units, 
(which did happen in Sunraysia in 1979/80), 
then a 10% loss in production because of salt 
damage can occur. If salt levels become higher 
then the production losses become greater. 

Good management practices such as 
watering at night {wherever possible}, correct 
sprinkler design system so as to get a good 
coverage of water over the vines, and main
taining a high sprinkler rotating speed, reduce 
the effect of saline water. In areas where river 
salinity is likely to go above 450 EC units, such as 
below the Mildura Weir, then installation of 
undervine sprinklers should be seriously con
sidered. 

ESTABLISHMENT COSTS 

For eight hectares of vines, the '·materials 
only" cost of mains, laterals, sprinklers, etc., will 
vary from $18,000 to $22,000 ~about $2,500 
per hectare, {$1.000 per acre}. 

A suitable pump set with capacity to irrigate 
eight hectares of vines will probably cost about 
$4,500. The cost of connection to three-phase 
power may be as high as $6,000 to $8,000, but 
normally $3,000 to $4,000. 

Depending on the SEC's valuation of both the 
use of the pump and the viability of the irrigated 
enterprise, all or part of this money will be 
refunded over ten years, at 12.3 per cent per 
annum interest, in equal quarterly instalments. 
So about $28,000 to $30,000 will be required as 
a cash outlay for ··materials only'', to irrigate eight 
hectares of vines with overhead sprays. 
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