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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Fellow Growers, 
The A.D.F.A.'s 63rd Annual meeting of its Federal Council will be held in Mildura from July 24 to 

26, 1985. 
42 grower delegates, five packers and three agent representatives from four producing States 

will consider the Board of Management report for the past year and make policy decisions for the 
year ahead. 

Dried vine fruit, dried tree fruit and prune grower delegates will pursue the special issues affec· 
ting their products but will also use their collective talents to develop policies and plans for our mutual 
benefit. 

This year's Council has a heavy agenda. The marketing reports will highlight much improved pros 
pects for sales and returns for the 1 985 dried vine fruit crop and no immediate problems for the 
prune and dried tree fruit crops. However, Council must address the likely consequences of the 
Federal Government's recently announced and inappropriately titled "Assistance Package". The 
amended Statutory Equalisation Scheme will apply its first pressure to prices determination in the 
Australian market in 1986. It is imperative that the Industry develops initiatives to minimise the effects 
of increased pressure on domestic prices that must arise when world stocks exceed demand. This is 
the stimulus for the three main theme's of this Council. They are: 
1. Australian market development through additional promotion. 
2. Improving our competitiveness and expanding demand by upgrading the quality and presenta· 

tion of our products. 
3. Stimulating adjustment of the Dried Vine Fruits Industry's productive base and fostering new op

portunities to reduce regional dependence on dried vine fruits. 
A brief expansion of the themes will illustrate their importance to our future viability. 

1. Australian Marketing Development: Additional media promotion, .had its initiation in 1984. 
Following detailed market research, the Industry commissioned professional consultants to 
mount an awareness campaign using TV and print media. It aimed to increase consumption by 
highlighting the versatility and good for you aspects of sultanas with other dried fruit products, 
benefitting from this general theme. 
Research has shown a positive result in increasing consumer awareness of the product, but to 
date this has not resulted in a sufficient increase in sales to make profits for growers over and 
above the high cost of this promotion method. We are not in the entertainment business. 
The Board of Management will present a number of options to Council for discussion. These will 
include: 
a) A modified and extended programme for the "I didn't know I could do that with Sultanas" 

theme launched in 1984. 
b) An alternative programme developed by competing consultants. 
c) Increasing the promotional levy used by our agents from 3.5% to 5% of the sales value to 

pursue their own initiatives on behalf of the Industry. 
d) Applying only the 3.5% levy on sales which has sustained significant market growth since 

1975. 
The Board is presently reviewing these options to determine its own preferred position and to 
ensure that well developed presentations are made to Council. 
In making the final decisions, it must be acknowledged that there can be no guaranteed returns 
from increased promotional spending. It is high risk investment. There must be reasonable 
prospects of increased returns to growers above the $650,000 additional levy funding required 
to mount a TV presentation. 

2. Improved Quality and Presentation: This is crucial if we are to compete and attract premiums 
over our international competitors who continue to upgrade their own standards. Council will 
consider recommendations arising from substantial work in this area in the past year. 
The role of the air stream sorter for more accurate classification of delivered fruit may provide a 
superior basis for payment for quality and penalties for defects. The air stream sorter may also 
have a role in determining the quality of the final pack. An equitable method to eliminate coarse 
stalks at delivery will be proposed by a special Industry committee who have investigated this 
area. Modified inspection services and the packers' own quality control methods are being 
developed for packing house operations. 

3. 'Industry Adjustment: Reports and infOrmed panel discussions on the proposed vine pull 
scheme and area re-development initiatives, including the drive to expand export orientated hor
ticultural crops will provide an important segment. 
The Board of Management has recently sought detailed commitment to the vine pull proposal 
from the Commonwealth and State governments prior to Federal Council. 
While these are important themes for Council, the Board of Management report, published in 
part in this issue, shows the broad range of subjects dealt with throughout the year. I hope that 
you will read these reports closely and follow the media reporting of Federal Council as I am cer· 
tain that we can all make better contributions to our Branches and Councils when we are well in· 
formed on all the issues that affect our present and future viability. 

Henry Tankard, Chairman, 
A.D.F.A. Board of Management. 
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1985 Conference of Sultana (Raisin) Producing Countries 
Australia - 1985 

Before reporting on the 1985 Conference, it 
is appropriate as background information, to 
summarise an estimate of the 1985 Australian 
situation for sultanas. The period covered by the 
summary is the 12 months ending February 28, 
1986. 
Carryin from 1984 Crop. 
1985 Production 
1985 Imports 
Total Availability 
1985 Domestic Sates .. 
1986 Export Sales . 
Total Sales . 
Carry forward 

10,600 tonnes 
67,800 tonnes 

1 ,200 tonnes 
79,600 tonnes 
24,600 tonnes 
51,800 tonnes 
76,400 tonnes 

into 1986 Season 3, 200 tonnes 
Two significant features will make 1985 a 

relatively good year for the industry: 
-the 1985 export tonnage was virtually sold out 

by May at prices very considerable above the 
1 984 level. It is estimated that the average 
total return to growers from the 1985 crop will 
be 55% above 1984. 

-the carry forward into 1986 will he negligible 
- a very welcome change from the large 
surpluses of the previous three years. Note 
the calculations are conservative, therefore 
carryover is a maximum figure. 

1985 Conference Statistics 

sultana crop prospects? Theoretically, assuming 
a high quality crop of around 72,000 tonnes, it 
should be possible to sell exports at prices 
similar to those achieved in 1985. 

There is however, a large "IF" in these 
assumptions. The "IF" relates to the price of the 
US Thompson Seedless Raisins. A major reason 
for the US stockpile is the strength of the US 
dollar- as US raisins are quoted in US currency 
this has resulted in their price being well above 
the rest of the world. If there is a significant fall in 
the value of the US dollar, the US raisin prices 
could become directly competitive with other 
producing countries - this would exert a 
downward pressure on Australian export prices. 

E.E.C. Changes 
The Conference was addressed by Mr. A. 

Griffiths, a United Kingdom representative on 
the E. E. C. Management Committee. The infor
mation from his speech, supplemented by other 
sources, suggests that a number of changes to 
the current Minimum Import Price (M.LP.l 
regime will be announced prior to September 
1st, 1985. They are: 
-M.I.P. which to date has been classified as a 

temporary measure, will become a permanent 
fixture. 

-M.I.P. will be increased to around $US1 000 
per tonne from the current $US875. An in
crease is attractive to the E.E.C. as in theory it 

The Conference was held in the U.K. over the reduces the cost of aid to the Greek Industry. 
period of 26-28th June. It was attended by all -Abolition of advance fixing of M.I.P. including 
member countries with the exception of removal of the present 90 day derogation to 
Afghanistan. cover goods in transit. Australia, because of 

A summary of the sultana/raisin statistics com- its distance from E. E. C. markets, will be par· 
piled at the Conference is shown in the table. It ticutarly disadvantaged by the inability to pre· 
must be remembered in interpreting the figures, determine prices which are subject to M.I.P. 
that they depend on production forecasts which and currency fluctuations. 
are being made 3 and 9 months ahead of the -Use of monthly amendments to the level of 
Northern and Southern hemisphere harvests. M.I.P. instead of weekly. 

Sultanas/Raisins - (thousands of tonnes) 

Uncom· 
mUted Estimated Total Estimated Estimated Carry in 

Country Stock Production Availability Domestic Export at 
31/8/85 Sales Sales 31/8/86 

Afghanistan 4.0 85.0 89.0 4.0 85.0 Nil 
Australia 2.0 72.0 74.0 24.0 50.0 Nil 
Greece .7 90.0 90.7 5.0 80.0 5.7 
Iran 3.8 75.0 78.8 25.0 50.0 3.8 
Sth. Africa . Nil 30.0 30.0 7.0 23.0 Nil 
Turkey Nil 110.0 110.0 12.0 85.0 13.0 
U.S.A. 131.9 250.0 381.9 155.0 56.0 170.9 
TOTAL 142.4 712.0 854.4 232.0 429.0 193.4 

The figures lead to a number of key conclu
sions: 
-Uncommitted stocks at the end of August 

1 985, with the exception of USA will be only 
some 10,000 tonnes. 

-Uncommitted stocks at the end of August 
1986, again with the exception of USA, will be 
at a manageable level of 22,500 tonnes. 

-USA uncommitted stocks of raisins will rise by 
39,000 tonnes over the 12 months period. 
Although the surpluses play a dominant role in 

determining prices, it is also· important to note 
that Afghanistan and Iran now direct most of their 
fruit to the Eastern Bloc and the Gulf countries. 
This helps to decrease competitive pressures 
from these producers in our traditional markets. 

What does this mean for the Australian 1986 
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-A less punitive approach to the 'fines' imposed 
on product which inadvertently enters the 
market below M.t.P. 

-A two tiered level of M.I.P. to differentiate bet
ween bulk product and consumer packages. 

-Removal of the ability to credit buyers who 
receive fruit which arrives at its destination in 
an unacceptable quality condition. 
These measures, especially the removal of ad

vance fixing of prices, will make it more difficult 
for Australia to trade with E. E. C. countries. 

More disturbing however, are two proposals 
which are currently under consideration, but 
unlikely to be resolved in 1985. These pro
posals are: 
-Introduction of an E. E. C. defined quality stan

dard to apply to third country imports into the 

E.E.C. The danger of such an approach is that 
it could easily be used as an invisible trade 
barrier. 

-A differentiation between sultanas and TSR' s 
which would result in M.I.P. being applied only 
to Sultanas (the product produced by 
Greece). Producers of TSR's would then have. 
their products admitted to E. E. C. markets free 
of M.LP. restrictions. 
Both these proposals, if passed, would be 

highly detrimental to Australia. They are being 
vigorously opposed by the Corporation and 
Austranan Government Officials in Europe. 

The Future 
1985 will be a relatively good year for the 

Australian Sultana Industry. 1 986, based on 
numerous assumptions, looks promising. This 
must not lead to the conclusion that the pro
blems facing the Industry have disappeared. 
World over-production and large stock piles are 
still a reality. Our approach to 1985 and if for
tunate, 1986, should be to view these as years 
of respite. Years in which we must aggressively 
pursue the twin goals of reduced production and 
improved quality. It is the achievement of these 
goats which will ensure the profitable survival :of 
the Australian Sultana Industry. , 

{Ernest W. Barr), 
Chairman, 

Australian Dried Fruits Corporation. 

Chemical Weed 
Control Kit 

The Mlldura District Centre of the Department 
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs is currently 
developing an information and management kit 
on "Chemical Weed Control in Grapevines". 

The concept of the kit is to provide distr"1ct 
growers with a package of information and 
management aids to enable them to develop and 
maintain an effective herbicide program. 

The kit will include: 
-a pad of herbicide calibration worksheets. 
-a pad of herbicide recording sheets. 
-a range of Agnotes relevant to herbicide used 

in grapevines. 
-a reprint of the article "Weed Control in Vines 

Using Herbicides" appearing in this issue of 
Dried Fruit News". 

-metric conversion chart. 
-two Sunraysia case studies of successful her-

bicide programs. 
Kits will be freely available from the Mildura Of

flee of the Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs, 253 Eleventh Street, Mildura from early 
August. 
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Display - a great 
success 

The recently formed Local Promotion Commit· 
tee of the A.D.F.A. Sllnraysia District Council 
conducted their first major promotion over the 
Queen's Birthday Weekend, June 8th-10th. 

The six member committee staged a magnifi
cent display of dried fruits at the Mildura Centre 
Plaza. The display featured the local Industry 
identity "Raisin Joe", and a bountiful dried fruit 
"Horn of Plenty". · 

The Committee, aided by Branch members 
and staff of the A.D.F.A. Sales Centre, manned 
the display answering many enquiries. Tourists 
in particular were very interested in the different 
fruit varieties and production practices. 

"It was a very successful promotion gauging 
from the number of favourable comments receiv
ed, and the amount of fruit sold", the Committee 
spokesman said. 

The mannerirl Which the disp-lay was received 
was very heartening for the Committee which 
went to a lot of effort to ensure the display was 
protessionaly presented and of interest to both 
tourists and locals alike. 

The display provided many people with an 
insight into the Dried Fruits Industry and as such 
was a valuable promotion 9f the Industry. 

The success of the initial display and the ex
pressions of support offered by other growers, 
has led to the Committee already planning similar 
projects for the future. 

Farmer Rallies -- Adelaide, Melbourne 
and Canberra 

The A.D.F.A.'s decisions to obtain full membership of the National 
Farmers' Federation this year and to co-operate with State multi
commodity organisations on matters of common interest has been well 
timed. 

The great rural rallies in June and July have commenced the huge 
tasl~ of illustrating to all Australians the pressures and poverty already 
present in Rural Australia Even more importantly, they have com
municated the importance of agriculture for all Australians and that the 
people of Rural Australia are not just another self-interest group but are 
concerned for their nation, a future for their children and succeeding 
generations. 

The power of this communication was enhanced not only by huge 
numbers of Australians who came great distances, but by the quality and 

sincerity of their representative speakers and the complete absence of 
any physical violence or property damage, so often the result of huge 
assemblies. 

The Dried Fruits Industry has been well represented at all rallies with 
Canberra the highlight of these activities. The Industry and its com
munities can be proud of its Ambassadors who represented our Industry, 
a cross section of young and old from all producing districts who acted as 
a _team to add weight to this national event. 

The Prime Minister has been moved to make a commitment to ad
dress cost pressures to rural industry, especially fuel costs in the next 
budget. The farming community anxiously awaits the results of this com
mitment. 

Australian Farmers' Fighting Fund 
The National Farmers' Federation launched the Australian Farmers' 

Fighting Fund at the huge rural rally held In Canberra on July 1, 1 985. 
Its purpose is to secure policy commitments on rural issues from all 

political parties prior to the next Federal Election. It is also to be used tor 
direct actions seen as necessary to combat unfavourable budget and tax
ation policies. 

A united approach by farmers and their rural communities has gained 
momentum. Generous contributions have already been made to the 
Fighting Fund. 

The Board of Management invites all growers to build this momentum 
by donating to the Fund. Please use the tear off form below to record 
your support and forward it together with your donation. 

THE AUSTRALIAN FARMERS' FIGHTING FUND 
C/· National Farmers' Federation 

P .0. Box E1 0, 
QUEEN VICTORIA TERRACE, ACT., 2600. 

Please find enlosed my donation of $ . . . . . . to the "Australian Farmers' 
Fighting Fund", to be used to achieve political commitment to national policies that foster agriculture. 

Signed: 
4-July, 1985. DRIED FRUIT NEWS. 



fEDERAl COUNCil 1985 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT REPORT 
INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Since Federal Cou·ncit 1984, the Board has met formally on the 
following occasions: 

1 x 3 day meetings. 
6 x 2 day meetings. 
5 x 1 day meetings. 

In addition, the Board met within general Industry meetings con· 
vened by the A.D.F.A., and many informal meetings and discus
sions were held. 

1. 2 Members of the Board were also involved in formal sub-committee 
meetings. 
Tree Fruits Committee - 3 x 1 day meetings. 
Prunes cdmmittee- 2 x i day meetings. 

1 .3 In addition to the formal meetings listed above, members of the 
Board were involved in many other activities, meetings, and 
representations for the A.D .F .A. These include representations to 
Government; attendance at Branch, District Council, and State 
Conferences; committees and public meetings in regard to irriga
tion, salinity, dried fruit inspection services, area re-development, 
social welfare, bankers' conferences, dried fruits research, etc. 

1 .4 There has been a dramatic expansion in the workload of the Chair· 
man of the Board of Management. The increased demands of 
Government and the strengthening of the A.D.F.A. as a focal point 
for Industry affairs, now forces the Chairman's involvement to ap
proach that of a full time job. 

·1. 5 To assist the Chairman in his heavy responsibilities, the Board ap· 
pointed Mr. Vin By(nes as Deputy_ Chairman. Mr. Byrnes declined 
to accept any special remuneration for this position but con
tinued, like the Chairman and other Board Members, to claim on 
an item to item basis for the time spent on A.D.F.A. affairs which 
prevents them from attending to their own personal interests. 
Both the Chairman and the Board wished to acknowledge the ex
cellent support provided by the Deputy Chairman in ensuring the 
efficient operation of the A.O.F.A. 

1. 6 In addition to the general affairs of the Board and the formal sub
committees noted above, Board Members have been involved in, 
or have stimulated and considered the reports of, the following 
committees: 
Advisory Committee of the Sunraysia Horticultural Research In
stitute. 
A.D.F.A. Sales Centre Management Cominittee. 
Coarse Stalks Working Committee. 
Committee Representing Victorian Viticulture. 
C.S.I.R.O. Vine Improvement Research. 
D.V.F. Entitlements- Packer and Finance Committee. 
D.V.F. Entitlements -Implementation Committee. 
Dried Fruits Research Committee. 
Dried Vine Fruit Processing Research Committee. 
Fruit Variety Improvement Committee. 
Hail Insurance Committee. 
Interim Sunraysia Export Development Committee. 
Interim Wine and Brandy Industry Advisory Committee. 
Management Committee for Phylloxera Research in Victoria. 
National Farmers' Federation. 
Peak Irrigation Advisory Committee (Vic.) 
Production Problems Committee. 
River Council, South Australia. 
Riverland Grape Industry Council. 
S.A. Vine Improvement Committee. 
Sunraysia District Council. 
Sunraysia Growers' Advisory Group. 
Sunraysia and Riverland Committee on Salinity. 
Victorian Agricultural Review Steering Committee. 
Viticultural Nursery Committee. 
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1985 HARVEST 
2.1 The 1985 harvest provided the most reliable drying conditions ex

perienced in many years. 
The major variety, Dried Sultanas achievei::l an average quantity 
crop of extremely high quality. Approximately 94% of all Sultana 
intakes were of 4 or 5 crown, with most of this fruit being of a ligh1 
type. 

2.2 The variabNity of Currant cropping is clearly shown when the 
1 985 harvest is compared to the previous season. 1985 brought 
a large crop of excellent quality Currants. In contrast to the 
previous two years, there is presently some over-supply of Cur
rants tor the available Australian and export markets. 

2.3 Production of Dried Raisins was again limited due to an apparent 
lesser bearing by these varieties and heavy demand tor this fruit 
by wineries. While production will be double that of the previous 
season, the absence of any carry-over means this year will see 
the lowest availability of Raisins in at least the last 35 years. 

2.4 The intake of Dried Apricots was higher than for last season, but 
fortunately did not reach the gross over-supply situation feared. 
The fruit is of good quality and acceptable to both Australian and 
export buyers, although excessive sulphur levels may become a 
severe impediment to marketing both this year and in the future. 

2.5 Season 1985 resulted in a heavier crop of Dried Peaches, mostly 
of good quality but with a higher percentage ot medium fruit. This 
fruit is receiving acceptance on both the Australian and export 
markets. 

2. 6 The harvest of Dried Pears resulted in a reasonable volume crop 
of good quality fruit. Although riddling is not complete, it appears 
there is a good mix of grades to assist in the sales of the higher in
take achieved by the A.D.F.A. 

2. 7 Excellent Prune crops were harvested in the Murray Irrigation 
Area where mild conditions allowed for good maturity and trouble 
free harvest. In the Young District, only those growers with good 
irrigation achieved reasonable crops. Most of the Season 1985 
Prunes are in the larger size grades, which may create minor 
marketing problems throughout the year. 

PROiliiJCTION 
3.1 Estimated production of Season 1985 fruit of grade quality, as at 

30.4.1985, compared with the previous three seasons is: 

A.O.F.A. Total 
Industry 

(Tonnes) 1982 1983 1984 1985 1985 
Currants 6,649 4,426 4,385 6, 179* 6,600' 
Sultanas 75,880 70,183 75,306 64,265· 67,775' 
Natural 

Sultanas . 224 171 298 74' 487* 
Raisins 6,331 3,899 947 1,967* 2,192" 
Apricots 1,092 1,370 928 1 ,230. 2,474" 
Peaches 86 122 65 113" 408" 
Pears 120 81 55 94' 351* 
Prunes 

(P/Weight) 1,047 2,841" 2,043' 2,410* 3,01 0* 
to 28.2.1985 
*Estimate 

3.2 To the above levels of production, actual A.D.F.A. availability can 
be calculated by the addition of the following A.D.F.A. carry-in 
tonnages: Currants 812, Sultanas 10,453, Raisins 49, and 
Prunes 533. There was no carry-over of grade quality Season 
1984 Dried Tree Fruits. 

3.3 The following three graphs show total A.D.F.A. production and the 
amount sold on both Australian and export markets. Please note 
that these graphs are on the basis of sales from a season of pro· 
duction and should not be confused with annual deliveries, which 
are shown in paragraph 4.2. 
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MARKETING 
SALES 

A.D.F.A. sales on the Australian market calculated on a seasonal 
basis and as admitted into final adjustment or equalisation have 
been: 

A.D.F .A. Seasonal Sales 

Currants 
Sultanas t 
Raisins 

1981 
3,418 

20,304 
2,776 

26,498 
t Including 40 gram packs. 
" Estimates as at 30.4.1985. 

(Tonnes) 

1982 
4,220 

19,605 
4,462 

28,287 

1983 
3,395 

23,319 
2,906 

29,620 

1984 
3,832• 

18,432• 
947" 

22,970" 

These figures relate to total sales from a season's production 
which may extend over 18 months or more, and may not give a 
true indication of a year's sales. 

6-July, 1985. 

4.2 For a period of 12 months to the end of February each year, com· 
parative A.D.F.A. Dried Vine fruit deliveries in Australia are: 

A.D.F.A. Australian Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

28.2.1982 28.2.1983 29.2.1984 28.2.1985 
Currants 3,503 4,341 4,101 3,137 
Sultanas* 19,313 18,807 19,965 18,806 
Raisins 3A 14 3,152 3,134 2,653 

26,230 26,442 27,200 24,596 
*Includes 40 gram packs. 

4.3 For a period of 12 months to the end of February each year, com
parative A.D. F. A. Vine Fruit deliveries on export are: 

A.D.F.A. Export Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

28.2.1983 29.2.1984 28.2.1985 
Currants 2,416 918 532 
Sultanas* 47,834 48,975 53,670 
Raisins 2,100 2,078 416 

52,420 
*Includes 40 gram pacl<s. 

51,971 54,618 

4.4 The deliveries in paragraph 4.2 and 4.3 include Sultanas in 40 
gram packs as follows: 

4.5 

4.6 

Australian 
Export .. 

Total 

A.D.F.A. 40 Gram Pack 
(Tonnes) 

29.2.1984 28.2.1983 
677 

34 

28.2.1985 
724 

96 
722 

22 
711 744 820 

Natural Sultanas are recorded separately, and are not included in 
any previous reference to Sultanas. 

Australia 
Export .. 
Total 

A.D.F.A. Natural Sultana Deliveries 

28.2.1983 
142 

70 
212 

(Tonnes) 
29.2.1984 

165 
17 

182 

28.2.1985 
90 

90 

The carry-over into Season 1985 of Natural Sultanas by the 
A.D.F.A. of 208 tonnes and the total Industry of 357 tonnes is of 
concern. Import of competitive products is the main reason for 
these high carry-over levels. 

Season 1 983 Vine Fruits were finalised in the past year with the 
following A.D.F.A. sales tonnages. Also shown is the com· 
mitments for Season 1984 Vine Fruits as at 30.4.1985. 

(Tonnes) 
Australia 
United Kingdom 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand . 
Japan 
Other 
Uncommitted 

(Tor.nes) 
Australia 
United Kingdom 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand . 
Japan 
Other 
Uncommitted 

1983 
A.D.F.A. Final Sales 

Currants Sultanas Raisins 
3,395 23,319 2,906 

1 
596 
368 

4 
62 

4,426 

4,265 379 
20,263 6 
11,555 44 

4,643 208 
1,474 258 
5,798 98 

71,317 3,899 
1984 

A.D.F.A. Estimated Sales 
Currants Sultanas Raisins 

3,832 18,432 947 
5,260 

1 20,914 
200 15,574 
301 4,994 

1,916 
51 8,216 

4,385 75,306 947 
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4, 7 Allocations from total Australian production for Season 1985 vine 
fruits, including 1984 carry-in fruit, have been set by the A,D,F ,A, 
and the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation: 

(Tonnes) 
Australia 
U,K & Ireland. 
Continent 

(Malta & Israel) 
Canada 
New Zealand . 
Japan 
Other 
Reserve 
Total 

Season 1985 Industry Allocations 
Currants Sultanas Raisins 

4,312 26,453 2,206 
5,200 

20,425 
1,500 15,000 35 

700 2,000 
100 1,500 
500 7,650 
300 

7,412 78,228 2,241 

4,8 Tree Fruits: Sales of 1984 Season Tree Fruits were not as 
buoyant as for the previous season, mainly due to strong competi
tion from imports. Season 1984 Dried Peaches and Pears were 
finalised within the year of production. While the A.D. F. A. final ad
justment for Dried Apricots was completed relatively early in the 
new season, the problem of disposing of large quantities of 
manufacturing grade fruit held by the packers (and not subject to 
A.D.F.A. adjustments) did delay Apricot finalisations to growers. 

D Export Salas 

SoRSOn!lt Basis 

4. 9 Prunes: Sales of Prunes have remained relatively constarif, and 
face strong competition from the Non-A.D,F.A. packer as well as 
the import of Prunes, particulqrly in a pitted form. 

4.10 Australian sales by the A.D.F,A. for the last four seasons have 
been: 

A.D.F.A. Seasonal Sales 

(Tonnes) Season Season Season Season 
1981 1982 1983 1984 

Apricots 898 875 1,126 862 
Peaches 67 54 58 48 
Pears 60 23 34 42 
Prunes 2,777 1,004 2,512* 1 ,926. 
*Estimate 

4.11 The above figures relate to the sales from a season's production, 
and tor Tree Fruits, give a good indication of the year's sales. 
However, substantial amounts of Prunes may be carried over from 
season to season. 
Sales and deliveries of A.D. F. A. Prunes are as follows: 

Year Ended 
February 28 

1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
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A.O.F.A. 
Australian 
Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

2,459 
2,446 
2,227 
2,540 

4,12 The relationship between Prune production and sales on a 
seasonal basis is depicted in the following graph: 

PRUNES 
Tonnes 

jE Austratlun 
~Sa!os 

1975 1976 1977 !978 1979 1980 198t 1982 1983 !984 
seasonot Basls 

4.13 Allocations: Tree Fruits and Prunes: While an initial allocation 
was set for export of Dried Apricots, this has been withdrawn with 
the knowledge that availability will exceed Australian demand. No 
allocations apply to Dried Peaches or Dried Pears. 
Due to the limited availability, the export of Prunes has been 
restricted to the New Zealand, Pacific and West Indies markets. 

4.14 Realisations 1983 Season: F.O.B. realisations to packing com· 
panies per packed tonne on Season 1983 production are as 
follows: (these are average before deduction of packers' costs 
and charges, and conversion to sweatbox weights). 

(per tonne) Base 
Grade Australia Export Average 

Currants . . 4-crown $1 ,526 $ 957 :fT;"404 
Sultanas 4-crown 1,456 839 1 ,027 
Raisins Average To be Advised 
Apricots F.L. 5,479 5,216 5,432 
Peaches . . Standard 2,164 1,577 1,922 
Pears .. Standard 2,296 1,738 1,963 
Prunes* F.L. 1,983 1,375 1,910 
*Estimate only 

4.15 Realisations 1984 Season: Realisations to packing companies for 
Season 1 984 production are estimated or have been finalised as 
follows: 

(per tonne) Base 
Grade Australia Export Average 

Currants* 4~crown $1,475 $ 755 $ 1,392 
Sultanas* 4-crown 1,547 658 904 
Raisins* Average 1,250 1,250 
Apricots F.L. 5,954 5,497 5,922 
Peaches Standard 2,274 1,754 2,136 
Pears F.L. 3,587 2,740 3,350 
Prunes* F.L. 1,983 1,799 1,970 
*Estimate only 

PRICES - AUSTRALIA 
5.1 Dried Grapes: Pricing decisions for the Australian market con

tinued to be strongly influenced within the past year by the 
availability of cheaply imported dried vine fruits. Fortunately these 
pressures are not as severe as in 1 984 due to a general lift in pric
ing on the world market arising from a shortage of the style of 
Dried Sultana produced in Australia. The decline in value of the 
Australian dollar against other currencies also reduced imports by 
making imported fruit relatively dearer, and less competitive with 
local supplies. 
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Most importantly, the Australian pricing arena was strengthened 
by the decision of the Australian Customs Service to uphold the 
A.D.F.A. aPplication for a countervailing duty against the import of 
Greek dried vine fruits. Countervailing duty now applies to the im
port of all Greek dried vine fruits and is applied on the basis of 
counteracting any subsidy offered to the Greek industry which 
would allow Greek fruit to be sold more cheaply in Australia than 
Aus b"alian fruit. Once this major price advantage was removed by 
the interim cash securities and later by the countervailing duty, the 
statistics on imports reveal that Greek fruit was no longer in high 
demand within Australia. 
In February, the Board increased th~ p_ri9e for new season Cur
rants and Sultanas by 5% over the previously ruling price, Carry· 
over Season 1984 Sultanas continued to be sold at that ruling 
price. Unfortunately, the carry-In of 1984 Currants was of poor 
quality compared to the new seasons fruit and the price was 
reduced by 5% to ensure the fastest sale of this carry-over fruit. 
The price for 1 984 Season carry-over Tunnel Dried Natural 
Sultanas also had to be decreased to clear this stock, while new 
season Tunnel Dried Naturals will be sold at the previously ruling 
list price. The price for other Natural Sultanas were aligned with 3, 
4 and 5 crown Sultanas. 
In April, after the confirmation of the countervailing duty, and 
following the lift in export prices for Sultanas, the price for Season 
1985 Sultanas was elevated a further 2.5%, effective from May 
20, 1985. After that date, any remaining carry-over of Season 
1984 Sultanas would also be sold at the same price as for Season 
1985 fruit. 
The price for Seeded Raisins was increased considerably due to 
the extreme short supply of this product. While this price Increase 
will result in high returns to growers, it must be stressed that thiS 
level of grower return may be of short duration and is totally 
dependent upon the qu~ntity of Raisins dried each season. 
40 gram Sultana packets: The A.D.F.A. offers a concessional 
price for Sultana packed into 40 gram packets. This price is ad· 
justed yearly according to a formula set by the Board, of taking the 
price increase on 4 crown Sultanas plus a 5% reduction in the dif· 
ferential between that price and the price of 4 crown Sultanas. 
The 1 98.5 price for fruit for repacking into 40 gram packets is 
$1,513 per tonne. The basis of maintaining this concessional 
price, and in particular the promotional impact of 40 gram packets, 
is presently being reviewed. 
Tree Fruits: Pressures on prices were also felt on the Australian 
market for dried tree fruits. These pressures prevented any price 
increase being taken for Season 1985 Apricots over the 
previously ruling price. However, the price tor both Dried Peaches 
and Dried Pears was increased by 1 0%. 
Prunes: Unfortunately severe competition on the Australian 
market prevented the A. D. F. A. Prune packers from enforcing the 
price increase planned for July 30, 1984. However, a 7% in· 
crease in price for the Australian market was taken from February 
1, 1985. 

PRICES - EXPORT 
Dried Grapes: While the world remains in over-supply of dried 
vine fruits, this is largely in the Thompson Seedless Raisin and 
Currant varieties. The realisation by major overseas buyers of the 
shortage of the style of sultana dried in Australia, has led to signifi· 
cant price increases for this product. Fortunately, nearly all of 
Australia's export availability of Dried Sultanas has been commit· 
ted to buyers as there is r'lo security that this shortage and 
resulting higher price will continue beyond the Northern 
Hemisphere harvest of September 1985. 
The higher prices for Dried Sultanas has given the Industry the op· 
portunity to clear the carry-over of this variety. This price buoyan· 
cy has not extended to Currants, and this fact, together with the 
larger crop in 1985 will make it difficult to clear the stock available 
for export at reasonable returns prior to the next harvest. Due to 
the variable production and quality of Currants, the Board is 
prepared to hold a carry-over of Currants Into Season 1986 if 
reasonable returns cannot be achieved from the export market. 
The limited crop of Season 1985 Raisins means that little, if any, 
will be available for sale on export markets. The balance of 
demands between the Australian and export market is presently 
being assessed. Both the A.D.F .A. and the Australian Dried Fruits 
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Corporation are very aware of the import implications of the short 
supply of Raisins to Australia, yet must weigh against this the 
conseQuences of failing to maintain a presence jn export markets 
as outlets for when Raisin production increases' again. 
The presently projected high values for export Raisins only hold 
true when there are extremely limited quantities. Should the In· 
dustry return to the Raisin over-supply situation of 1982, the price 
for export Raisins will fall dramatically, as will the average return to 
growers. 
Dried Tree Fruits: The price for Dried Apricots was not increased 
for any export market due to a need to ensure access to these 
markets. 
The export price for Dried Peaches and Dried Pears was lncreas· 
ed so as to achieve the same value to growers as Australian sales. 
Prunes: The second of two 13.25% price increases for Prunes to 
New Zealand was implemented from July 30, 1984. Prices for 
Prunes for other export markets have continued to be aligned to 
the equivalent return for sales to New Zealand. 

GENERAL 
Equalisation and Adjustments: Since the last meeting of Federal 
Council, the Statutory Equalisation of Season 1983 Currants, 
Sultanas and Raisins has been completed. A supplementary 
A.D.F.A. voluntary adjustment was also conducted on Season 
1 983 Sultanas as a means to adjust between all Australian 
packers for the effect on grower returns of the reduction in the 
Australian price for Sultanas. This price reduction was forced 
upon the Industry in May 1984 by the large flows of imports prior 
to the cash security on Greek fruit. There will be a similar A.D.F.A. 
adjustment on Season 1984 Sultanas to account for the late price 
increase taken on this variety and to also adjust for the transfer of 
carry-over fruit between the packers. It is notable that Angas Park 
will participate in these adjustments along with the A.D.F .A. 
members. 
There will be no Statutory Equalisation for Season 1984 Currants 
as the Industry, including An gas Park, has agreed to rely on a 
voluntary A.D.F.A. adjustment. Statutory Equalisation will not app· 
ly to Season 1984 Raisins as production did not reach the 
equalisation threshold of 3,000 tonnes, an A.D.F.A. voluntary ad· 
justment will not be required for this fruit as all sales have been at 
the Australian value. 
Statutory Equalisation will apply to both Season 1985 Currants 
and Sultanas, but not to Raisins as again this product did not meet 
the threshold tonnage. 
A.O.F.A. Adjustments: A.D.F.A. final adjustments on Season 
1984 Apricots, Peaches and Pears have been successfully com
pleted within the last year. The Season 1981 Prunes final adjust
ment was also completed after an agreement was reached for a 
new system of adjustment to apply on a progressive basis for 
future years. 
Agency Arrangements: Ernest Hall and Sons has agreed to con
duct its Prune marketing within Australia through Country Foods 
Pty. Ltd. This now leaves the S.A. Prune Growers' Association as 
the only A.D.F.A. Prune packer not marketing through Country 
Foods. G. Wood Son continues to represent S.A.P.A.S. 
Letona Foods: The Letona Foods scher1e of arrangement has 
been completed with the payment of the programmed 65 cents in 
the dollar. The A.D.F .A. was a creditor of Letona Foods as a result 
of a final adjustment of Season 1979 Prunes. 
Imports: The import of aU varieties of dried fruits into Australia has 
remained a major concern throughout the past year. The com
panitive import statistics summary is: 

Vine 
Fruits 

Greece 
Turkey 
U.S.A. 
Other 

IM!>OFITS 
12mths 12mths 12mths 
1980/81 1981/82 1982/U3 

12 mths 
1983/84 

10 mths 
1984/85 

.846 

.846 

210.000 2017.162 693.899 
122.430 300.352 

11.050 '315.849 1477.469 
.210 .082 17.453 3.079 
.210 221.132 2472.894 2474.799 
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Apricots 
Sth. 

Africa 
Turkey 16.181 
U.S.A. 134.492 
Other 2.363 

- 35.850 
22.813 169.945 

0.030 0.018 
1.453 9.017 

136.650 
767.434 
119.122 
73.416 

153.036 24.296 214.830 1096.622 

Prunes 
U.S.A. 125.021 351.563 508.628 
Other 10.744 17.498 20.019 

142.519 371.581 536.223 
The statistical year commences July 1st. 

673.291 
32.146 

705.437 

83.900 
386.381 

355.313 
825.594 

779.537 
23.335 

802.872 

A detailed report in regarded to A.D.F.A. action to counter imports 
is attached as Appendix 2. 
Duties on the import of dried fruits into Australia are: 

V1ne Fruits- 20 cents per kilogram 
Tree Fruits- 1 0% ad valorem 

Prunes- 1 0% ad valorem 
These are unchanged from the previous year. 

PROCESSU\IG 
Inspection System: The A.D.F.A. has continued to negotiate with 
the Export Inspection Service of the Department of Primary In
dustry for a revised system of inspection for all dried fruits. 
The proposal now developed for future inspection arrangements 
operate on a 4 tier system: 
1. The Export Control Act provides the authority tor inspection. 
2. The Export Control (Orders) Regulations empower the making 

of orders detailing inspection procedures. 
3. The Prescribed Goods (General) Orders will cover matters 

common to all goods subject to inspection. 
4. The Dried Fruits Orders will relate specifically to dried fruit in-

spection. 
Drafts of the General Orders and the Dried Fruits Orders were cir
culated to all dried fruit packers during the last year. These Orders 
propose that dried tree fruits should be subject to random inspec
tion, while dried vine fruits packers should have the option of 
either full time inspection or inspection via automatic sampling pro
cedures. 
The A.D.F.A. convened a meeting of all interested packers to 
discuss the Draft Orders. From this meeting the A.D.F .A. forward
ed a single Industry response commenting on the content of the 
Orders and suggesting amendments. The new Orders do not con
tain any substantive changes in regard to product standards. 
It is evident that there is presently a better working relationship 
between the Industry and D.P.I. inspectors than has some times 
existed in the past. It is also pleasing to note that some Mildura 
packing sheds have installed their own quality control procedures 
which are presently working in harmony with the inspectors. 
Sulphur Testing of Dried Tree Fruits: The problem of wide varia· 
tions of sulphur dioxide readings achieved from different tests on 
the same fruit has been resolved with the introduction of a new 
testing method. The new method has been developed by_ the 
South Australian Department of Agriculture and gives a much 
more accurate indication of the actual sulphur content and should 
alleviate the recently experienced problems in regard to the ex
port of dried tree fruits to New Zealand. 
The Department of Primary Industry has recommended that 2,000 
parts per million of sulphur be the maximum for all export markets. 
The A.D.F.A. has opposed this level, preferring that the Individual 
standards of the country concerned should be the only relevant 
criteria for the Industry. 
Further investigations are being undertaken in an attempt to 
understand the determinants of sulphur uptake by fruit so that 
sulphur content can be more accurately controlled by growers. 
Coarse Stalks: The delivery of coarse stalks with dried vine fruits 
has been a concern to the packers in the industry tor some time. 
At a meeting of packers last year, it was agreed that as these 
stalks have no commercial value, growers should be encouraged 
to remove all coarse stalks and retain them on their property. Un-
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fortunately, a voluntary agreement by the packers to refuse ac
cepting delivery of bundles of coarse stalks was only partly effec
tive during 1985 harvest. 
The Board believes the delivery or otherwise of coarse stalks 
should be resolved on a uniform basis as soon as possible. Accor
dingly, a committee has been appointed to examine guidelines for 
future controls. 
The report and recommendations of this Committee will be con
sidered at Federal Council, and are included elsewhere in these 
reports. 
Air Stream Sorting: Withirith9 past year; the DVF Processing 
Research Unit has been examing the application of air stream sor
ting to dried vine fruits. Tests have been carried out on both fruit 
as received from growers, and after packing. A full exposure of 
these applications is provided elsewhere in the reports to Federal 
Council. 
The Board believes that better guidelines for delivery of coarse 
stalks and the application of air stream sorting will improve equity 
between growers. Those growers who deliver good quality fruit 
with a low waste content have nothing to fear except removal of 
the subsidy that they are presently allowing to other less quality 
conscious growers. 
The Board also believes that air stream sorting may have a role to 
play as providing an objective quality standard on the pack-out of 
processors. 

FARM MANAGEMIEI\IT 
Production Problems: During the past year, the A.D.F.A Produc
tion Problems Committee has dealt with a number of on-farm pro
blems and developments. The report of the Committee is attached 
as Appendix 5. 
Irrigation and Salinity: The A.D.F.A. has continued to monitor 
and contribute to the debate and examination on the value of ir
rigation and the problems of salinity. 
The Board has stressed in many forums, including the Industries 
Assistance Commission, the Grape and Wine Inquiry, and directly 
with Government, the value to the nation of irrigated horticulture 
and the need to maintain community irrigation systems as efficient 
distributors of water. 
The A.D. F. A. has continued its strong contribution to the salinity 
question via the Sunraysia and Riverland Community on Salinity. 
Mr. Vin Byrnes, Deputy Chairman of the Board, is also Chairman 
of SARCOS. His report is attached as Appendix 6. 
Hail Insurance: The A.D.F.A. hail insurance scheme was suc
cessfully conducted for the 1985 season. 
The value of production for purpose of compensation was retain
ed at $1,400 per acre. After proyision for the 15% excess borne 
by growers, this provided a wipe-out cover of $1,190 per acre. 
Rootstocks could again be insured on a double premium double 
indemnity basis. 
A hail storm in the Nichols Point area resulted in 11 assessments 
of damage. Further storms in the Lower Darling and Barmera areas 
brought a further 1 and 8 assessments respectively. From these, 
assessments, 3 compensation payments were made to growers. 
The scheme has now been in operation for 8 seasons, details be
ing: 

Cost 
1978/79 $ 9.25 per acre 
1979/80 $ 9.50 per acre 
1980/81 $1 0.00 per acre 
1981/82 $12.00 per acre 
1982/83 $12.50 per acre 
1983/84 ·$13.00 per acre 
1984/85 $13.50 per acre 

Acres 
Covered 
32,883 
37,403 
39,900 
38,753 
36,434 
34,440 
32,915 

Claims 
$379,252.00 
$ 61,280.00 
$ 1 '732.50 
$ 300.00 
$ 1,383.75 
$ 280.00 
$ ii,C18.oo 

Grower support for the 1985 scheme allowed the purchase of 
$3.0M cover, with an additional $1M cover be'1ng provided free of 
charge by the insurers, the total cover available to growers was 
$4.0M. 
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The 1985 Hail Insurance Committee comprised Messrs. V. I. 
Dolenec, A. W. Milne (Assessment Co-ordinator), H. M. Tankard, 
R. B. Johnstone, R. Btevens and J. Arnold. 
A disappointing response to a survey of growers indicates that the 
hail Insurance scheme is now unlikely to be extended to include 
tree fruits. 

9.4 Fruit Growers Insurance Pack: The Board has continued to in
vestigate the feasibility of introducing an A.D.F.A. scheme to pro
vide low cost cover for insurance needs of all_ dried fruit pro
ducers. No conclusion has yet been reached as to the feasibility 
of this proposal. 

9.5 All Terrain Vehicles: The registration for the purposes· of third 
party insurance cover for three wheel and four wheel motor all ter
rain vehicles have now been achieved in each of the dried fruit 
producing States. 

RESEARCH 
10.1 Dried Fruits Research Committee: The DFRC is the major vehi· 

cle for research within the Dried Fruits Industry. The DFRC is a 
Statutory Committee of the Federal Government, with the com
position of the Committee being: 
Department of Primary Industry: 

Mr. W. J. Byrne (Chairman). 
Australian Dried Fruits Association: 

Mr. V. L. Byrnes. 
Mr. P. J. Macintosh. 
Mr. C. L Roy. 
Mr. H. M. Tankard. 

Packers of Dried Fruit: 
Mr. R. G. Horsburgh. 
Mr. M. MeN. Lucey. 

Australian Agricultural Council: 
Dr. J. W. Meagher (Dept. of Agriculture, Victoria). 
Dr. D. J. Plowman (Dept. of Agriculture, New South Wales). 
Mr. J. A. Seberry {Dept. of Agriculture, South Australia). 

C.S.I.R.O.: 
Mr. K. Richardson. 

Secretary: 
Ms. C. Stewart (Dept. of Primary Industry). 

10.2 This may be the last year of the operation of the DFRC as the· 
Government has introduced new legislation for an ominous Rural 
Industry Research Funds Act. 
The intent of the Government is to provide the structure for most 
rural industry research within a single Act. The notable exceptions 
being Wool, Meat and Livestock, and Fishing. 
The proposed legislation does not state the structure of the 
Research Council now proposed for dried fruits, rather it em
powers the Government to make regulations to determine its com· 
position and funding. However, the guidelines for the new 
Research Councils show increased Government representation 
and a smaller number of members in total, thus indicating a reduc
ed Industry input. The A.D.F.A. has opposed administration of 
dried fruits research via the Omnibus Act and has sought the con
tinuation of the existing Dried Fruits Research Committee. 

1 0.3 The Omnibus Act also provides for a restructured selection 
method whereby a Selection Committee will be responsible for 
choosing the members of the Research Council. The Selection 
Committee will comprise a chairman, a core group of 3 members 
who will be involved in the selection of members for all research 
councils, and up to 3 industry representatives. A member of the 
Selection Committee will be ineligible to serve on the resulting 
Research Council. 

10.4 A further change in the administration of Rural Research, 
regardless of the administrative structure used, is the application 
of the user-pays policy. The Board is extremely concerned that 
recovery of secretariat and administrative expenditure will absorb 
41.5% total levy income for the 1984/85 finance period. 

1 0.5 Projects approved by the DFRC are financed by a levy on all dried 
fruit produced, together with the matching of expenditure by the 
Commonwealth Government on a dollar for dollar basis. 
The levy for Season 1984 was: 
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Dried Vine Fruits $1.00 per tonne 
Dried Tree Fruits $5.00 per tonne 
Prunes $5.00 per tonne 

Due to the need to cover administration costs in future years, the 
DFRC has recommended the levy rates for Season 1 985 be: 

Dried Vine Fruits _ . $1 . 50 per tonne 
Dried Tree Fruits . $7.50 per tonne 
Prunes . $7.50 per tonne 

Reserves in the Dried Fruits Research Trust Account as at 
December 31 , 1 984 were: 

Dried Vine Fruits 
Dried Tree Fruits 
Prunes . 

Plus Interest yet to be 
allocated to individUal accounts . 

TOTAL FUNDS 

$261,317.85 
$141,398.23 

$40,664.48 
$443,380.56 

$2,662.81 
$446,003.37 

At its budget meetihg on January 24 and 25, 1 985, the DFRC 
recommended the following projects for funding. These have 
since been approved by the Minister. 

Continuing Projects 
CSIRO 
e Development of new drying varieties 

by Hybridisation 
a Prevention of mouldy flavour 

development in exported dried fruits 
e Treatment of waste water from pro

cessing of dried vine fruits .. 

Dept. of Agriculture, N.S. W. 
0 Optimising techniques for irrigation 

and salinity control of grapevines .. 

Dept. of Agriculture, SA. 
@ Employment of technical officer for 

dried tree fruit research 
- covering 6 small projects .. 

® Investigation into the causes and 
prevention of spoilage in moist· 
packed dried tree fruits. 

Dept. of Agriculture, Vic. 
CD Evaluation of cultural practices and 

rootstocks for carina grapevine. 
@ Development of mechanised system 

of dried sultana production. 
0 Influence of cultural canopy manage

ment techniques on berry develop
ment and quality of dried vine fruit . 

0 Evaluation of undervine and 
overhead sprinkler irrigation on the 
yield and uptake of sodium chloride 
by three varieties of grapevines . 

o Adoption of new technology in spray 
application to spraying of sultana 
vines. 

e Irrigation efficiency of grapevines . 
0 Productivity and irrigation systems 

for sultana vines in Sunraysia. 
® Rootstocks, spacing and trellis for 

gordo in a nematode infested replant 
situation 

1!9 Control of parasitic nematodes in 
grapevines . 

e The effects of heat treatment and 
viruses on yield of grapevines . 

@l The distribution and control of grape 
phylloxera . 

& Quality factors in the production of 
processing of dried vine fruits. 

Estimated 
1985/66 

$ 

40,000 

37,120 

19,163 

5,600 

24,882 

11,258 

10,785 

4,602 

6,645 

15,420 

12,040 
11,819 

10,695 

6,230 

12,660 

2,740 

1,800 

7,225 

Estimated 
Total 

DFRC 
Cost 
$ 

108,400 

171,340 

128,545 

123,215 

82,205 

22,088 

59,990 

41,997 

19,965 

58,740 

52,980 
19,609 

23, 13p 

47,594 

74,490 

52,415 

10,650 

37,675 
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Dept. of Agriculture, WA. .. Dried fruit clonal selection and irriga· 
tion trial ... 

University of Adelaide (Waite Institute) .. Adaptation of the link trellis for dried 
sultanas .. 

Aust. Journal of Experimental 
Agriculture and Animal Husbandy .. Annual contribution towards 

publishing costs 
-to disseminate research results . 
TOTAL 

New Projects 

Dept. of Agriculture, S.A. 
e Control of soil borne pathogens of 

apricots by soil solarization .. 

Dept. of Agriculture, Vic. 
e Technical assistant for dried vine 

fruits production and quality research .. Processing research on dried vine 
fruit . 30,700 .. Supplementary funding to allow full 
evaluation of the air stream sorter 
machine, as sought by the 
A.D.F.A. .. 10,625 

" Improved communication of the 
results of Dried Fruits Research Trust 
Account research to growers. 

Dept. of Conservation, Forest and 
Lands, Vic. 

8 Breeding release and evaluation of 
"Microthrix lnconspicuella" tor 
biological control of "Emex" species 

Royal Melbourne Institute 
of Technology 

e The development of a sultana snack 
bar. 

TOTAL 
TOTAL RESEARCH EXPENDITURE .. 

Administrative Expenses 
e Members' fees, fares, allowances, 

annual report, etc. 

Contingency Provision 
• To cover unforseen increases in 

research and administration costs, 
such as salary increases . 

Administrative Services 
• To cover cost recovery of secretariat 

and administrative services provided 
by the Department. 

GRAND TOTAL. 

500 

1,700 

250 
$243,134 

Estimated 
1985/86 

$ 

8,576 

18,749 

41,325 

7,000 

6,500 

2,573 
$84,723 
327,857 

15,000 

15,000 

50,000 
$407,857 

N.A. 

8,720 

1,000 

Estimated 
Total 

DFRC 
Cost 
$ 

10,391 

78,749 

106,709 

10,500 

51,500 

2,573 

DVF Processing Research Unit: Another significant development 
at the initiative of the A.D.F.A. in the area of dried fruits research 
within the past year was the formation at the Victorian Department 
of Agriculture's Sunraysia Horticultural Research Institute of a 
Dried Vine Fruit Processing Research Unit. 
This unit will assist the Industry in developing processing techni
ques, such as air stream sorting; alternative drying methods, e.g. 
slab dried naturals; and the removal of weed seeds from fruit be-
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ing packed. The work of the unit is overseen by a working party 
comprising of Mr. Dick Johnstone as the A.O.F.A. appointed 
Chairman, a practical packer representative from each of the \rym
ple Packing Group and Mildura Co-operative, Mr. Robert Hayes 
the Research Worker carrying out the major functions of the unit, 
a representative of the SHRI, and a representative from the 
Mildura Extension Team of the Department of Agriculture. 

DI\III:II.ISTRY ECOI\IOMV 
DVF Inquiry: The Industries Assistance Commission's Inquiry into 
Dried Vine Fruits, called by the Government in 1983, finally 
reported to the Government in September 1984, the report being 
made available to the Industry and others in December, 1984. 
The Government has substantially accepted the analysis and 
recommendations made by the I.A.C. While the programme of 
Government action has been labelled as aid to the Industry, most 
of the comP.onents of this package are not welcome by the Board, 
and are believed to have far reaching long tenn consequences for 
all dried vine fruit growers. Appendix 3 contains further infonna· 
tion in this regard. 
Survey of Sunraysia DVF Growers: The Board commissioned a 
survey of dried vine fruit growers in the Sunraysia area as a result 
of the failure of the Industries Assistance Commission to collect 
and analyse information on growers' income and expenditure pro· 
blems. The lAC did not research this important area, nor accept 
the evidence offered by witnesses as an accurate assessment of 
the worsening financial and welfare position of growers, and 
therefore did not take this critical Information into proper account 
when forming its recommendations to Government. 
The survey was deliberately directed to growes who produced 1 0 
tonnes or more of dried vine fruit so as to exclUde those growers 
that did not have a substantial financial interest in the Industry. The 
survey covered 272 of the approximate 2,000 growers within 
Sunraysia. 
The survey revealed that 66.5% of Sunraysia dried vine fruit pro
ducers had recorded a farm operating loss during 1983/84. 
The survey also concluded that the dried fruits industry con· 
tributed through the multiplier effect, approximately $194M to the 
Sunraysia economy in 1983/84. The Board believes that the 
survey will provide an ongoing valuable tool to demonstrate to 
Government and others that there are essential personal and 
social welfare issues at stake in the dried fruits industry, 

11.3 Sunraysia Growers' Advisory Group: The Board has continued 
to be concerned with groWer hardship arising from the recent 
downturn in dried vine fruit returns. 
Although the Sunraysia Growers' Advisory Group operates inde
pendently of the A.D.F.A., it is the result of a joint initiative by the 
Board and the Department of Agriculture, Victoria. SGAG has 
representation from a wide range of community organisations, in· 
eluding the Victorian Departments of Agriculture, and Welfare and 
Community Services; welfare agencies; trading banks; the 
A.D.F.A.; local government; and accountants. Mr. Edward Lloyd 
is the grower Chairman of the Group. 
Funding for the Group has been provided by: Victorian Govern· 
ment $30,000; trading banks $40,000; The Rural Finance Com· 
mission $8,000. The A.D.F.A. provides office space and 
secretarial services, while a car is provided by the Mildura Shire 
with fuel expense being met by local fuel agents. 
SGAG identified the provision of expert and independent financial 
advice as a single most important task of its Counsellor. In this 
regard, it was fortunate to achieve the appointment {upon second
ment from the Department of Agriculture, Victoria) of Mr. Russell 
Witcombe, who has extensive experience in dried vine fruits due 
to his position as Agricultural Economist with the Department in 
Mildura. 
The Board is confident that SGAG and its Financial Counsellor, 
Mr. Witcombe, are making a significant contribution to identifying 
and mitigating the adverse social consequences of the recession 
in dried vine fruit returns, and the acceptance by growers of the 
need for adjustment. 

11.4 Area Re--Development: As a consequence of the Board's 
awareness of changes in the Industry and the need to foster a 
reduced community dependence on dried fruits, the Board has 
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continued to support the thrust for re-development in both the 
Sunraysla and the River/and districts. The Chairman, Mr. Tankard, 
has continued to act as one of two primary industry represen
tatives on the Victorian Agricultural Review Steering Committee. 
This Committee's recommendation to give a high priority to the 
revitalisation of the Sunraysia district, with particular emphasis on 
t1orticultural crops for export markets has been confirmed by the 
Victorian Government. 
Mr. Tankard has also been involved with representation in con
junction with the Mildura Shire for the establishment of a Sunraysia 
Export Development Committee with funding for an Executive Of
ficer and ancillary services to be provided by the Government. 
Similar initiatives have been undertaken in South Australia where 
the Government has supported the formation of a Aiverland Area 
Redevelopment Authority. It is believed that authorities of this type 
provide the best means to co-ordinating resources into new crops 
and the feast risk to over-producing varieties such as Dried 
Aprlcots. 
While the Board has supported these area re-development in
itiatives, it has also been aware of the need to co-ordinate the ac
tivities being independently undertaken in Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia. Without co-ordination, resources and 
expenditure could be needlessly duplicated between the States, 
and production exceed the available market opportunities. Accor
dingly, representations have been made to Government for the 
formation of a high level co-ordinating committee so as to ensure a 
planned and co-ordinated approach to re-development. 

11 .5 Imports: There can be no doubt that the import of dried fruit into 
Australia within the past 2 years has significantly contributed to 
the worsening financial situation of growers. Unfortunately, this 
trend is likely to continue in the future whenever other world pro
ducers of similar products are over-supplied and the prices in 

. Australia appear attractive. 
The Federal Government has reinforced its reluctance to act 
directly to curtail imports. However, a range of initiatives have 
been undertaken by the Industry, including countervailing duty, 
dumping charges, trade practices action and regulation via the 
State Dried Fruits Boards. These initiatives are discussed in fur
ther detail in Appendix 2. 

11.6 Underwriting: The Dried Sultana Production Underwriting Act 
provides for a minimum guaranteed return tor Season 1985 
Sultanas of 90% of a 3 year average of returns. Government deci
sions resulting from the Industries Assistance Commission Inquiry 
will see the basis for underwriting for Seasons 1 986 and 1990 
changed to a minirnum guaranteed return based on 80% of the ex
port returns for the 3 previous seasons. 
The Board believe that this change in formula is to the benefit of 
dried sultana growers. However, the Government has rejected an 
A.O.F.A. submission that underwriting should be immediately ex
tended to cover Currant and Raisin growers. Further discussion 
on the amended underwriting provisions is contained in Appendix 
3. 
No underwriting payment will be received for 1983 Sultanas, and 
present projections sugg-est that any payment in regard to Season 
1984 Sultanas will be marginal at best. 

11.7 Statutory Equalisation: As discussed under item 7. Statutory 
Equalisation .under the Dried V1ne Fruits Equalisation Act 1978 
was successfully completed for all dried vine fruit varieties of 
Season 1983. 
Only the Sultana variety will be subject to equalisation for Season 
1984, the rate of levy being $866 per tonne. 
For Season 1985, equalisation will apply to both Currants and 
Sultanas, with levies being: 

Currants- $866 per tonne 
Sultanas- $530 per tonne 

As a result of a further decision arising from the Industries 
Assistance Commission's Inquiry into dried vine fruits, the 
Government has amended the equalisation scheme. From Season 
1985, the value of equalisation levy will be limited to a level which 
will provide an average equalised return 15% above the average 
export return of that season. This 15% level will be achieved by a 
phase-in of equal steps over the period 1986 to 1990. 
The effect of this change is to place a maximum on the price that 
can be charged on the Australian domestic market and still be 
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brought into Statutory Equalisation. However, it is open for the In
dustry to charge domestic prices higher than that protected by 
equalisation, although such margins can be expected to be erod· 
ed by the strong competition that exists in the market place. 
The Board believes the new equalisation procedures will create a 
greater instability in returns to growers as the Australian price for 
dried vine fruits may be forced to fluctuate wildly in line with export 
movements. The Board is also concerned that the low prices for 
any period form the base on which all future price increases are 
taken, with losses on the Australian market not being able to be 
recovered due to normal market resistance to large price in
creases. Further discussion on the revised equalisation pro
cedures is contained in Appendix 3. 

11.8 DVF Market Entitlements: Following the support of the Industry 
and Federal Council1984, the Board prepared an extremely com
prehensive submission in regard to the aims and operations of a 
market entitlement scheme for dried vine fruits. The first stage 
was the formation by the Board of 2 committees to examine the 
requirements, problems and ramifications of a DVF market entitle
ment scheme. 
The Packer and Finance Co'mmittee examined the mechanisms 
and procedures necessary for accounting for entitlement fruit; the 
distinction in sales returns between preferred sales and surplus 
fruit; the directing of equalisation payments to entitlement holders; 
and the transferability and security of entitlements. 
The Implementation Committee examined all other aspects of the 
scheme, including legal security; allocation of entitlements to 
growers; replanting allowances; applications for special con
sideration; and all aspects of grower equity. 
A joint meeting of these committees Jed to the development of a 
detailed submission to Government explaining the aims and objec
tives of market entitlements; an operational proposal; a proposal 
for allocation of entitlements; and examples on how market en
titlements would act as a production discipline. 
The Board examined other entitlement schemes, such as for the 
Dairy Industry, and believed that the A.D.F.A. scheme was 
superior to all due to its greater degree of market orientation and 
the ease of operation through Federal legislation, without the 
need for complementary State enactments. 
Despite the comprehensive detail provided by the A.D.F.A. and 
the general recognition of the virtues of the scheme, the Govern
ment was not prepared to negotiate on the Implementation of en
titlements, and in its announcement following the I.A. C. report, 
flatly rejected market entitlements for dried fruits. This rejection 
was based on the risk of damage to other grape industries, 
without reflection on the injury that would be caused by the pro
grams actually agreed by the Government, and without examina
tion of the ability of an appropriately managed dried fruits sector to 
stabilise the entire grape industry. 
Since this hard line Government decision, the Board has pursued 
the concept of market entitlements with individual parliamen
tarians, the Federal Opposition, and State Governments. While 
the present decision indicates that entitlements will not be in
troduced within the short term, the Board still views market en
titlements tor dried vine fruits as a long term aim for the Industry, 

ADMU\IISTI'IIAT!0!\1 
12.1 National Farmers' Federation. The A.D.F.A. has been accepted 

as a full commodity member of the National Farmers' FederatlOflo 
with one vote. The Board agreed to apply for full membership on a 
trial basis, as it believed there were Industry benefits to be gained 
from contributing to a unified Australia-wide forum and represen
tative for all primary producers. 

12.2 Branch Representation: In accordance with the resolution of 
Federal Council1975, Branch tonnages on a five year average up 
to and including Season 1984, have been calculated and used as 
the basis for Federal Council representation. Branches with more 
than more representative rem.ain unchanged from last year and 
are: 
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12.3 

12.4 

Coomealla .. 
Merbein 
Mildura 
Red Cliffs 
Robinvale 

Branch Tonnage 
Average 

8,038 
12,815 
21,411 
16,618 

9,532 

Representation 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

Membership: Within the past year, the Board has invited Letona 
Foods to rejoin the A.D.F.A. No response has yet been received 
In this regard. 
An invitation to take up full A.D.F .A. membership was also extend
ed to Angas Park. Although this invitation was rejected, the Board 
has extended a further invitation. 
Staff: The Board again commends the professional and dedicated 
efforts of its executive and secretarial staff during this demanding 
period for the Industry. The Board also acknowledges the friendly 
and efficient services provided by the Shop staff. 
During the year, the Board has promoted its Accountant, Mr. John 
Fumberger, to the position of Finance Controller in recognition of 
his increased duties and additional responsibility in areas other 
than accounting. The Board has also determined that its Senior 
Administrative Officer should be known by the title General 
Manager. Mr. Thorn will continue to act as General Secretary in 
regard to the provisions of the A.D.F.A. Rules, Regulations and 
Practices. 

12.5 Auditor: The accountancy firm of G. R. Rowse and Co., has con
tinued its work as auditors, to the A.D.F.A., and A.D.F.A. af
filiates. 

12.6 Government: Close liaison has been maintained with Government 
members; other members of Parliament; the officers of the Depart
ments of Primary Industry, and the Australian Customs Service; 
the State Departments of Agriculture; CSIRO; the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation; and the various State Boards and the Con
sultative Committee. The Board records its sincere appreciation to 
all who have assisted the Industry throughout the year. 

12.7 liaison and Media: The Board has continued in its efforts in pro
viding more information to growers and other interested parties. 
The Board records its appreciation for the assistance provided in 
both public relations and dissemination of information by many 
members of the media. 
The workload over the past 1 2 months has prevented the comple
tion of the proposed growers' handbook. However this information 
is being presented to growers on a regular basis by the inclusion 
in each edition of the Australian Dried Fruits News of an article on 
a particular item of interest. It is proposed that the articles thus 
progressively prepared can then be collected into a single work at 
a later date. , 

For and on behalf of the Board, 

June, 1985. 
H. M. TANKARD, 

Chairman. 

=A.D.F.A. IN W.A-:;;=. ========== 
The A,D.F.A. is alive and well in Western facility where dried fruits, nuts, and other health 

Australia. This is the conclusion of A.D.F.A. food lines are packaged for sale in their own 
Chairman, Henry Tankard, and General shop and other outlets in W.A. 
Secretary, lan Thorn, following their visit to W,A. Swan Settlers also operates a cool store as a 
in late May, 1985. service to growers. Exports of table grapes are 

In a busy 2-day programme, Bob Blizard, the undertaken with growers receiving a pooled 
W.A. member of the A.D.F.A. Board of Manage- return. Very strict quality control measures are 
ment, showed the visitors the Swan Settlers' Co· undertaken, 
operative, the Department of Agricultural Swan Settlers has recently intrQduced other 
Research facility, and the nature of plantings in diversified activities such as the drying of peat, 
both the Swan Valley and at Bindoon. Other ac- and the curing and packing of W.A. bulk honey. 
tivities included a meeting with growers of the The Co-op. also operates its own vineyard adja· 
A.D.F.A. Branch, dinner with the Branch Ex- cent to the packing house. 
ecutive, and a meeting with a W.A. Parliamentary While the Department of Agricultural Research 
Committee of Inquiry into the W,A. grape in- Station employs only a small staff, it is providing 
dustry. valuable research for the W.A. grape industry. 

W.A. produces around 1,000 tonnes of Cur· The principal areas of research are: rootstock-
rants per year, with only minor quantities of scion combinations; the impact of viruses on 
Raisins and Sultanas. All the fruit is processed at quality, berry size and maturity (surprisingly 
the Swan Settlers' Co-operative which has 300 some mild strains of virus may provide better 
shareholders and services approximately 200 grapes than virus-free vines); supplementary ir-
drled fruit growers. rigation; the use of herbicides; and the growing 

In addition to the efficient packing of the table in a plastic glasshouse. 

Swan Settlers' also operates a hand ~~c~~~~~~~··"'\'.·c,,iT~h~ectl~~~·~ have slgnifi· 

cant commercial advantage for some table Qrape 
varieties as it practically eliminates wind and rain 
damage, allows effective disease control, 
significantly earlier maturity and results in grapes 
requiring negligible cleaning prior to packing. 

The plastic house had been erected on a' 
framework over existing vines with most of the 
enclosure being a durable plastic sheet. Open
ings for ventilation at both ground level and in the 
roof were covered with nylong mesh to prevent 
the entry of birds and rabbits. The initial cost of 
the structure was $120 per vine, however the 
superior quality of the resulting grapes allowed 
gross returns of up to $1 00 per vine per year. 

Examination of the Swan Valley growing areas 
showed a major swing to table and wine 
varieties. Declining Currant production can be 
expected due to the aging of plantings, the poor 
soils, and the limited opportunities for sup
plementary irrigation. 

However, the loss of production in the Swan 
Valley was likely to be offset by increased plan
tings and production in the Bindoon area. The 
Bindoon vineyards were generally more· 
vigorous and productive than in the Swan Valley 
due to the better soil and the availability of sup
plementary irrigation. 

The A.D.F.A. Branch meeting demonstrated 
that W. A. growers had a good understanding of 
the major factors effecting the Industry. Strong 
support was evident for the A.D.F.A. initiatives 
of market entitlement and vineyard registration. 

There was very good participation at the 
meeting with many young growers asking 
stimulating questions in regard to their future in 
the dried vine fruits industry of W. A. 

Both Mr. Tankard and Mr. Thorn found the visit 
to W.A. to be valuable in adding to theii 
understanding of the total dried fruits Industry irl 
Australia. They acknowledge the generous effort 
by Bob Blizard in co-ordinating transport, 
meetings, and visits to a wide range of activities 
in the limited time available. 
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~weed Control in Vines Using Herbicides~~ 
ian Macrae and Reg Johns, 
District Extension Officers (vines), 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, 
Mildura District Centre. 

The use of chemicals to control weeds has been an 
established practice in vineyards for a number of years. 
The past two to three years has seen many more grape 
growers replace mechanical weed control with chemical 
weed control for a number of the advantages offered by 
the use of herbicides. 

ADVANTAGES: 
1 . More effective weed control. The use of persistent (residual) her

bicide results in less weed growth than that achieved by cultiva
tion. Germination of weeds following irrigations or rain is 
prevented by these herbicides. Less weed competition for 
moisture results in healthier vines. 

2. Less root damage. Undervine cultivation not only damages the 
root system by cutting large roots, but also prevents feeder roots 
from fully utilising the fertile soil under the vine. 

3. Overcomes the problems of weed control with undervine irrigation 
systems. The use of microjets, sprays and sprinklers, and drip 
systems often precludes weed control by cultivation. Chemical 
weed control allows flexibility of design when selecting these 
systems. 

4. Fewer operations during the growing season, and less time con
suming. Weed control by cultivation usually required 5-8 under
vine working per season, compared to two for weed control using 
herbicides. The savings in time allow the grower more time for 
other important operations. 

5. Is cheaper. Herbicide weed control is usually cheaper than 
cultivation. Cost savings of $60 per hectare may be achieved by 
usinQ an undervine herbicide weed control program over 
mechanical weed control. 

'Types of Herbicides 
There are three types of herbicides available for chemical weed con

trol. These are: * Residual herbicides (also known as sterilants or pre-emergents). * Knockdown herbicides (contact). * Systemic (translocated). 

Residual Herbicides 
These chemicals are applied to the soil and remain active in the soil tor 

varying periods. They kill the tender roots of weed seedlings soon after 
germination, but have little effect on established weeds unless a 
knocl{down herbicide is added, or in the case of one chemical, a wetting 
agent is added. 

Fig. 1: 
Residual herbicides are fixed 
into the top 5~8 em of soil. 

14-July, 1 985. 

The residual herbicides act in the top 5-8 em. of soiL Rain or irrigation 
is generally required to leach the chemicals into the topsoil, and to initiate 
the "fixation" of the chemicals to soil particles and organic matter and ac
tivate the chemical. Once fixation has taken place, these chemicals 
become resistant, to varying degrees, to further leaching. 

Excessive rainfall or irrigation after application and before fixation has 
occurred may wash these chemicals into the vine rootzone where they 
may cause serious damage. This excessive leaching will also reduce the 
amount of active chemical in the topsoil, decreasing weed kill. 

The soil microcliinate and micro-organisms gradually breakdown the 
herbicides so they have limited life in the soil and do not build up in the 
soils over the years of use. 

Application 
The residual herbicides should be applied to bare soil, or soil with few 

standing weeds. Excessive weed control of the soil at the time of applica
tion will reduce the evenness of the distribution over the soil. 

It is good practice to apply these herbicides to moist soil. If leaching 
rain or irrigations are delayed after app1ication, chemical breakdown will 
occur if applied to dry soil. Moist soil at the time of application will assist 
with the initiation of fixation. 

In furrow irrigation blocks, Y2" or 12mm of rain is required to leach the 
residual herbicides into the top 5-8 em. of soil. With sprinkler irrigation, a 
light 1 2mm irrigation should be given after the chemical is applied. Five to 
seven days should be allowed for fixation before a general irrigation is ap
plied. 

Knockdown Herbicides 
These chemicals kill the above ground parts of the weeds, acting on 

contact with the green tissue of the plants. The knockdown herbicilles 
work most effectively on young weeds. They are most useful for 
seasonal control of annual weeds, but repeat sprays are needed tor fresh 
germinations from seed in the soil. The knockdown chemicals do not per
sist in the soil, and are inefficient in the control of perennial weeds such 
as couch, Johnson grass and nut grass. 

Systemic Herbicides 
Systemic herbicides are absorbed by the green tissue of plants and 

transported or translocated throughout the plant in the sap, to the roots 
and rhizomes. The use of systemic herbicides is indicated for the peren
nial weeds which can propagate from underground parts. 

FIG. 2: 
Systemic herbicides move from the 
site of application to other parts of 
the plant. 

These chemicals have variable activity in the soil, from none to a con
siderable amount, so care is needed to study the labels before applica
tion. The degree of selectivity is also variable, so again, selection of the 
appropriate chemical is required. 
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Weed Control in Vines 
Problems: 

There are no real disadvantages of herbicide weed control, but there 
are some common problems that may occur with their use, particularly for 
growers beginning herbicide programs. . 
1. Applying sprays that are too weak or too strong. Excess1ve 

amounts of chemical may waste money, or worse, can result in 
crop loss or vine death. Too little chemical may not adequately 
control weeds, and again, waste money. These situations can 
arise due to errors in calibration, failure to calibrate, poor agitation 
or uneven spraying. 

2. Failure to select the correct rate and chemical for a particular soil 
type. Vines on sandy soils are most likely to sustain damage by 
leaching of chemicals into the rootzone, particularly in combina
tion with sprinkler irrigation. Under these circumstances very 
great care is required to select the correct chemical and apply at 
the rate recommended tor these situations. 

3. Damage to young vines and shallow rooted varieties. Selection of 
appropriate chemicals is essential for young vines, particularly 
those with green shoots and leaves on the young trunk. Shallow 
rooted varieties such as Gordo are also more susceptible to 
damage, from over leached residual herbicides. 

4. Failure to adequately read the label 
While many levels have deficiencies, it is essential that the label 
be carefully read before use of the chemical. Failure to do so is 
usually the most common cause of herbicide failure or vine 
damage. The label contains information on the weed controlled, 
mixing instructions, rates, methods of application, necessary 
precautions, compatability, etc. 

Using Herbicides - Management Options 
Herbicides may be worked into the management of the vineyard in a 

number of ways; weed control under vines, total cross row weed control, 
or restricted to weed control in vine nurseries. The factors determining 
which of these options are selected will depend primarily on the method 
of irrigation available and attitude towards cultivation. 

Undervine Weed Control 
Chemical weed control under vines is the most commonly used of the 

herbicide program options. Herbicides can be used to control under vine 
weeds where irrigations are applied by furrow, overhead spray, low level 
sprinkler or drip irrigation systems, and where inter-row cultivation is_ 
preferred. 
Vineyard Preparation 

Adequate soil preparation is essential to ensure optimum conditions tor 
success of the herbicide treatments. 

Points to consider: 
-It is important to establish an under vine bank early in winter. This will 

allow the bank to consolidate well before the first chemical application. 
Avoid -leaving clods, this will result in overleaching of chemicals and 
poor weed control. .. 

-Once established, the bank should be kept weed free by kmftng, or the 
use of knockdown herbicides. The soil must not be covered by even 
dead weeds at the time of the first application of a residual herbicide. 

-The under vine bank should be one metre wide. 

Fig. 3: 
The undervine bank must be 
high to c_c_msolidated and 
sufficiently avoid flooding 
across the bank. 
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-The bank may also need to be built up to avoid flooding across the 
treated areas. 

Herbicide Application Strategies 
Generally, two applications of residual herbicide will be needed for year 

round weed controL One application may provide from four to eight 
months of weed control, depending on the herbicide used, the rate ap
plied and the rate of breakdown in the soil. 

The following suggestions can be made on strategies for applying her
bicides: 
-if two applications are needed, the first should be applied before bud 

burst and the second before the vine canopy falls. 
-use the lowest recommended rate of residual herbicide if no weeds 

have germinated when the second application is due. 
-if weeds are present at the time for the second application, then add a 

knockdown herbicide. 
-never disturb the undervine bank - breaches in the sterile zone will 

allow weeds to grow through. 
-avoid throwing fresh soil onto the bank since the soil will contain w~ed 

seeds. 

Young Vines 
Vines of three years or less are more likely to be damaged by her

bicides since the root system is closer to the soil surface. For this 
reason, where young vines are present, either singly or in patches, it is 
important to use only thos!3 residual herbicides which are registered for 
use in young vines. 

Total Cross Row Weed Control 
A total cross row weed control program cannot be used where furrow 

or drip irrigation systems are used. Where irrigations are applied through 
overhead or low throw sprinklers, such a program can offer many advan
tages: 
-saves time by eliminating cultivation. 
-improves soil structure and fertility, particularly when used in conjunc-

tion with a cover crop. 
-reduces soil erosion and compaction. 
-reduces damage to vine roots. 

Two of the most common problems with herbicide use across rows are 
the escape of some noxious weed species, and a higher incidence of 
moth pests. 

Noxious annual weeds such as three cornered jacks and Californian 
puncture weed may escape under the non-cultivation regime. The 
maintenance of a vigorous cover crop will assist with the control of these 
weeds. Every few years the cover crop may have to be sprayed out for 
the winter to reduce weed populations. 

The light brown apple moth and vine moth may become more important 
pests with a total cross row program due to the greater amount of debris 
present on the ground. Increased vigilance will be needed to ensure 
these pests do not build up to damaging proportions. 

Cross~Row Weed Management 
Undervine areas are prepared and treated as described in the relevant 

section above. In most cases, a cover crop is grown between vine rows, 
volunteer regrowing in February or March in the seasons after initial sow
ing. Medics are the most common crops used, although cereals are also 
suitable. 

Annual cross-row management includes the following program: 
-the cover crop and weeds are slashed as close as possible to the 

ground in late winter, early spring. 
-knockdown and residual herbicides are applied to the ground between 

rows {and to the vine bank also, if necessary). 
-a period before applying a fixing irrigation must be allowed for the 

knockdown herbicide to be absorbed into plants - this period will de
pend on the chemical used, and may range from 1 to 5 days. 

-spray emergent weeds with a suitable knockdown or systemic her
bicide. 

Weed Control in the Nursery 
It is essential that when cuttings are planted into the nursery, the soil is 

weed free. To achieve this, it is preferable to fallow the soil for the year 
before planting to eliminate troublesome perennial weeds such as 
Johnson and couch grass and annual weed seedlings as they emerge. 

If a twelve month fallow is to be used, apply a suitable residual her
bicide such as Surflan R to the prepared soil in the spring prior to plan
ting. Escape weeds can be spot sprayed as necessary. 

Continued next page. 
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Weed Control in Vines 
From previous page 

The following procedure should be followed for a herbicide weed con
trol program in the nursery in the year of planting: 
-plant cuttings into cultivated soil. 
-after planting apply a suitable residual herbicide over aU the nursery 

area. 
-weeds that emerge during the season may be controlled by the careful 

use of knockdown or systemic herbicides. Fusilade R is the only her
bicide for knockdown purposes that may be safely sprayed over vine 
leaves, but will only control grass weeds. Other chemicals must be ap
plied by rope-wick applicators. 

Notes on Available Chemicals 

1. Residual Herbicides 
Should be applied to moist soiL Leach into the top 5-8 em. of soil 
with a light irrigation or rain (5-12mm). A general irrigation should 
not be applied for 5-7 days after leaching, to allow fixation to occur. 
(i) diuron (Diuron, Karmex, Diurex, Die-It). 

-not for use in vines less than 3 years old. 
-not for use in vines with trunk diameter less than 4cm. 
-very high solubility 42ppm, therefore leaching will be a pro-

blem on sandy soils or under sprinkler irrigation. 
-will breakdown if not incorporated by rain or irrigation 

estimated 70 percent loss after 25 days exposure. ' 
-the addition of wetting agents will give some knockdown 

capacity. 
-can alternate or tank mix with simazine. 
-will not fully control medics, fumitory or wild oats. 
-effective against love grass and gentle annie, and also 

against 3-cornered jacks. 
(ii) simazine (Gesatop, Simatox, Simazine, Lupizine) 

-not for use in vines less than 3 years old. 
-low solubility 5 ppm, hence not readily leached. 
-good in sandy soils where diuron may leach. 
-breakdown if not incorporated as per diuron. 
-poor control of summer grasses. 
-effective against love grass and 3-cornered jacks. 

{iii) oryzalin (Surflan) 
-very safe in young vines or nursery. 
-can be applied before or after planting. 
-incorporation necessary; 5-15mm of rain or irrigation within 

3 weeks of application is needed, otherwise efficiency will 
be reduced. 

-can also be mechanically incorporated. 
-can be mixed with simazine to better control some 

broadleaved weeds not well controlled by surflan. 
-very low solubility of 3-5 ppm, therefore resistant to leaching 

once fixation has ~aken place. 
{iv) oxyfluorfen (Goal) 

-also has contact or knockdown capability, which is enhanc
ed by the addition of a wetting agent. 

-a knockdown herbicide should be added If older weed 
seedlings are present. 

-must only be applied when vines are dormant or 60 or more 
days after bud burst. 

-moist soil at the time of application is sufficient for chemical 
at,::tivation. 

-no vine root uptake. 
-low solubility therefore resists leaching. 
-must not be used on vines three years old or younger. 
-compatable with a number of other residual and knockdown 

herbicides (see label). 
-controls a wide range of weeds including caltrop (Californina 

puncture weed), sour sob, flat hen, ryegrass, summer grass 
and love grass. 

2. Knockdown, Contact Herbicides 
{i) paraquat (Grammoxone) 

-will burn on contact with green tissue with rapid plant 
breakdown. 

-effective against grasses. 
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-non residual. 
-best applied in cool, overcast weather or morning and even-

ing. 
-mix with clean water and a wetter. 

(ii) diquat (Reglone) 
-effective against broadleaved weeds. 
-other conditions as per paraquat. 

{iii) paraquat ± diquat (Tryquat, Spray Seed) 
-effective against most annual grasses and broadleaved 

weeds. 
-other conditions as per diquat and paraquat. 

3. Translocated, Systemic Herbicides 
(i) amitrol (Amitrol T, Amitrole Plus, Weedazol TL Plus) 

-best applied in cool weather - early in the day or on coolest 
days. 

-do not apply within 1 0 days of an irrigation. 
-avoid drift and runoff as residues can survive long periods in 

the soil in winter (but breaks down rapidly in summer). 
-fairly safe in vines with respect to root uptake. 
-mainly absorbed through weed leaves, but some uptake 

possible through roots, especially if fixed in the soil soon 
after application. 

-often combined with simazine and diuron as a knockdown 
for standing weeds: 

-rates of application vary from 5 litres/ha for lush growth to 8 
litres/ha in dry winters for droughted growth. 

-add wetting agents. · 
(ii) glyphosate (Roundup) 

-non selective, absorbed by all green tissue and translocated 
through the plant. 

-do not add wetting agents. 
-can be mixed with simazine. 
-use only clean water, preferably rain water. 
-for best result, spray coverage should be uniform and com-

plete; spray weed foliage to the point of run-off. 
-avoid drift, use extreme care. 
-rainfall within 6 hours of application may reduce effec-

tiveness. 
-do not apply to plants suffering stress conditions, in dorman

cy stage, etc. 
-allow perennial plant species to approach early seed head 

stage of maturity before treatment. Active growth stages are 
otherwise required. 

-effective against Johnson grass, couch grass, paspalum, 
hard head thistle, {Russian Knapweed), bindweed (Morning 
Glory) and nut grass. 

-for nut grass control, apply after all nuts have emerged and 
the weed is developing a seed head or an average of 1 Ocm 
in height. Retreatment may be necessary for new growth. 

(iii) fluazifop (Fusilade) 
-selective: absorbed by green tissue of annual and perennial 

grasses. 
-a wetting agent must be added. 
-safe in broadleaved crops, including vines. 
-increased activity achieved with higher soil moisture, higher 

humidity and higher temperature. 
-rain fast after one hour. 
-for perennial grasses, treatment should occur when there is 

active growth and sufficient leaf area to ensure sufficient up
take of the chemicaL 

-annual grasses should be treated when actively growing, 
and at the 3·5 leaf stage. Later treatment will require higher 
rates. 

-effective against such perennial grasses as Johnson grass, 
couch and paspalum, and annual grasses such as love grass 
and wild oats. 

-will not control winter grass, nut grass and broad leaved 
weeds. 
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==Herbicide Spray Equipment and its Calibration====== 
For herbicides to be used successfully in the 

vineyard, it is essential that suitable spray equip
ment be used and that the equipment be correct
ly calibrated before use. 

Calibration is the term used to describe the 
process of setting up herbicide spray equipment 
so that it applies exactly the desired amount of 
chemical. 

Spray Equipment 
The equipment used to apply herbicides can 

range from single jet one sided units requiring 
two passes to spray the uridei'vine bank, to over
the-row units spraying both sides of the bank at 
once. Whatever the rig used, several basic re
quirements are common for accurate and safe 
spray application. 

To enable the same pressure to be used each 
time the equipment is used, an accurate 
pressure gauge is needed. 

Tractor Speed 
At higher tractor speeds, there will be a 

greater tendency for the spray to drift. Also, with 
smaller jets, coverage of the ground or weeds 
may be inadequate. 

As a rule of thumb, speeds greater than 
5km/hr should be avoided when using small fan 
jets. Any tractor used for the herbicide applica
tion should have a working rev-counter. Since 
the revs will affect both speed and pump 
pressure, it is vital that the revs be recorded for 
the purposes of accurah,. calibration. 

Spray Vat 
Efficient agitation is necessary to prevent the 

settling out of chemicals particularly where wet
table powders are used. Propeller agitation is 
best_. but proper a_gitatin_g jets on the end of th~ 
by-pass line will usually be sufficient for the pur- · 
pose. 

Although general vineyard spray equipmer:'t is 
commonly used for herbicide spray application, 
extreme care must be taken to clean out the vat 
adequately after using these chemicals. Filters, 
pumps and lines must also be cleaned 
thoroughly. 

Calibration 
Many chemicals, particularly residual herbicides 
have application units expressed as l<ilograms or 
litres of product per treated hectare. Unless the 
spray equipment is calibrated, it is not possible 
to apply these chemicals at the correct rate and 
either poor weed control or vine daniage will be 
likely. 

A full description of the calibration procedure 
and calibration worksheets are available in the 
"Chemical Weed Control in Grapevines" infor
mation and management kit available from the 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs in 
Mildura. 

The essential requirement for calibration and 
constancy between herbicide applications is 
keeping accurate records of the gear used, trac
tor speed, pump pressure, the herbicide used 
and quantities of material per spray vat. 

Some sprayers can apply herbicide to undervlne baltks on iwo rows. 

It should be noted that calibration is un
necessary tor spot spraying purposes. Spot 
spray rates for knockdown or systemic her
bicides are usually provided, given in either 
kilograms/grams or litres/millilitres per 1 00 litres 
of water. The mixtures are applied to the point of 
run off. Jets 

For spraying bare ground or low growing 
weeds, fan on Teejets are the most suitable. Fan 
jets tend to give bigger droplets than other jets, 
resulting in less drift and misting. They also give 
an even spray coverage over the ground. The 
recommended fan jets are Teejet OC-06 or -08. 
The larger jets may be used if higher tractor 
speeds are required or if misting occurs with the 
smaller jet. 

Since placement of the jets is critical, the 
equipment must have plenty of adjustment tor jet 
height and angle. A teejet swivel adaptor is 
useful for angle adjustments. 

Cone jets may be required to achieve suffi
cient wetting and penetration of tall standing 
weeds. 

Pump Pressure 
Applying herbicides requires only low 

pressures. As pressure is increased so is the 
tendency to spray misting and drifting. 

For spraying weed-free soil, pressures of 35 
to 40 psi {240-280 kPa) will be sufficient. Stan
ding weeds may require pressures up 'to 50 psi 
(350 kPa) to achieve thorough penetration and 
wetting. 
DRIED "'FR"'U"I'"T~N=EWS 

Fan jets are the most suitable type for herbicide application - note 
swivel adaptor for adjustment. 

July, 1985-1 7 



--Microwave Magic---
The microwave oven, one of the modern kitchen appliances available to the cooks of today has probably made 

the biggest single contribution towards making life in the kitchen easier as well as decreasing the lime spent preparing 
meals. 

Besides reducing cooking times, the microwave provides many other benefits- it is easy to clean, cuts fuel 
costs, excessive washing up and messy saucepans are eliminated. The kitchen doesn't get as hot when cooking. As 
the microwave is ideal for reheating and defrosting foods, the amount of wastage is minimal. 

To plump Dried Fruits, simply sprinkle 1 tablespoon of water.over 1 cup of Dried Tree or Vine Fruits in a 
small bowl. Cover with plastic wrap. Microwave on High for 30-60 seconds or until plump and softened. Allow to 
stand, covered lor 2-3 minutes. 

FRUITY MEATLOAF 
Here's what you need: 

125g (4oz.) Sunbeam Dried Apricots, chopped. 
125g (4oz.) Sunbeam Seeded Raisins, chop
ped. 
125g {4oz.) Sunbeam Sultanas. 
125g {4oz.) Sunbeam Currants. 
1 medium potato, grated. 
1 carrot, grated. 
1 onion, grated. 
375g (12oz.) sausage mince. 
375g {12oz.) mince steak. 
1/3 cup tomato sauce. 
2 tablespoons fruit chutney. 
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce. 
1 cup soft breadcrumbs. 
salt and pepper to taste. 

Here's what you do: 
Soak fruit in hot water 15 minutes, drain 

thoroughly. Combine fruits with remaining ingre· 
dients, mix well. Press mixture into a heatproof 
glass or plastic container approximately 28cm x 
16cm x 8cm (11 Yz'' x 6W' x 3"). Cook in 
microwave oven on Roast/Medium tor 25 
minutes. Allow to stand 10 minutes. Serve hot or 
cold with a tossed salad. Serves 6-8. 

EASY FRUIT LOAF 
Here's what you need: 

1 cup cold strong tea. 
1 cup soft brown sugar. 
1 Yz· cups Mixed Dried fruit. 
2 cups self-raising flour. 
% teaspoon mixed spice. 
1 large egg, lightly beaten. 
2 teaspoons parisian essence. 

Overseas retail trends include bulk dispenser 
units for "select and weigh it yourself" items in
cluding nuts, Sultanas, rice and other dry stable 
items, low salt, sugar and caffeine-free items, 
plus health foods. 

* * * 
Bizarre diets that miss out on whole groups of 

foods can be seriously lacking in vitamins. Even 
the popular low tat diets, if taken to an extreme, 
can be deficient in vitamins A, D and E. 
Vegetarian diets, which exclude meat and other 
animal sources, must be very skilfully planned to 
avoid vitamin 812 deficiency, which may lead to 
anaemia. 
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Here's what you do: 
Place tea in a bowl. Add sugar and Mixed Fruit 

and allow to stand overnight. Sift together the 
flour and spice. Add to the fruit with the beaten 
egg and essence. Mix lightly and thoroughly. 

Pour mixture into a microwave loaf mould 
21cm x 11cm x ?em (approximately 8" x 4" x 
2%") which has been lined with lightly greased 
greaseproof paper. Bake on medium tor approx
imately 13 minutes. Cool in loaf mould for 15 
minutes before turning out onto a cake cooler. 
Served in buttered slices. 

* * * 

HOT FRUIT MUESLI 
Here's what you need: 

Y2 cup rolled oats. 
'1 -2 tablespoons raw sugar OR honey. 
1/3 cup slivered almonds toasted. 
2 tablespoons wheatgerm. 
Cinnamon or nutmeg to taste. 
1 orange, peeled and segmented, retaining any 
juice. 
1 banana, peeled and sliced. 
% cup Sultanas. 
Y2 apple, cored and sliced. 
% tablespoons natural or fruit flavoured yoghurt. 

Here's what you do: 
Place the oats, raw rugar or honey, 

wheatgerm, almonds, cinnamon or nutmeg in a 
mixing bowl. Cook on high for 2 m'1nutes stirring 
after 1 minute. Add the orange segments, juice, 
banana, Sultanas and apple to the mixture. 
Microwave on high for 30 seconds only. Spoon 
into bowls and serve topped with the yoghurt 
and a sprinkle of spice. 

Did you know? 
Rice imports into Australia in 1983/84 were a 

massive 330.1% higher than the volume two 
years ago. Prepared cereal imports were 
143.9%. Pasta were 90.9% higher_ COnfec
tionery imports have risen by 71% in volume. 

* * * 
Even when your food intake is good, ineffi

cient digestion can limit your body's uptake of 
vitamins. Some common causes of inefficient 
digestion are not chewing well enough and 
eating too fast. Both of these result in larger than 
normal food particle size, too large to allow com
plete action of digestive enzymes. 

PRUNE AND APPLE 
MERINGUE FLAN 

Here's what you need: 
Sweet Shortcrust Pastry: 
2 cups plain flour. 
Pinch salt. 
% teaspoon baking powder. 
2 tablespoons icing sugar. 
155g {5oz.) butter. 
1-2 tablespoons water, for mixing. 
Filling: 
2 cups Prunes, stoned and roughly chopped. 
4 medium sized cooking apples, peeled, cored 
and thinly sliced. 
2 teaspoons lemon juice. 
Y2 cup Sultanas. 
% teaspoon cinnamon. 
1.4 cup sugar. 
1 teaspoon finely grated lemon rind. 
1 tablespoon plain flour. 
1.4 teaspoon nutmeg. 
3 egg whites. 
1 cup sugar. 

Here's what you do: 
Pastry: 

Sift the flour, salt, baking powder and icing 
sugar together. Rub in the butter and add suffi
cient water to mix to a pliable dough. Roll pastry 
and line in greased 23cm (9") pie plate, cook in 
microwave oven on high for 5 minutes. Cool. 
Filling: 

Combine the Prunes, apples, lemon juice, 
sultanas, cinnamon, sugar, lemon rind, flour and 
nutmeg. Spoon into cold pastry case. Cook in 
microwave oven on high for approximately 8 
minutes. 

Beat egg whites until stiff, gradually add sugar, 
beating until sugar dissolves. Pipe or spoon on 
to filling and cook for a further 2 minutes. Lightly 
brown meringue under pre-heated grill if 
desired. 

* * * 

Freezing food containing vitamin E can 
significantly reduce its levels once defrosted. 
Foods containing vitamin E exposed to heat and 
air /can turn rancid. Many common sources of 
vitamin E, such as bread and oils are nowadays 
highly processed, so that the vitamin E content 
is significantly reduced or missing totally, which 
increases storage life but can lower nutrient 
levels. Vitamin E is an antioxidant which defen· 
sively inhibits oxidative damage to all tissues. 
Other vitamin losses from food preserving can 
include vitamin 81 and C. 
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THE ORGANISATION OF THE INDUSTRY 

The Executive of The A.D.F.A. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
Grower Members: Henry Tankard, Nichols Point, Vic., Chairman; Bob Blizard, Bindoon, W.A.; V1n Byrnes, CoomeaUa, N.S.W.; Vin Dolenec, Red 

Cliffs, Vic., Peter Macintosh, Robinvale, Vic., Arthur Packer, Barmera, S.A., Colin Roy, Renmark, S.A. 
Packer Members: Bob Horsburgh, Michael Lucey. 

Agents Representatives: Rob Brooking, Brian Watson. 

COMMITTEES 
, Tree Fruits: Mr. H. M. Tankard (chairman), Messrs. R. Brooking, P. Critchley, W. Pulsh, T. Quirke, P. Sims, H. Swanbury, P. Thompson, 
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B. Watson, D. Osgood. d 

Prunes: Mr. H. M. Tankard {chairman), Messrs. K. J. Beecher, S. N. Brooke-Kelly, M. A. Berridge, L. Cormack, H. Delves, D. Granger, A. Hall, 
J. McGlinn, B. M. Lewcock, A. Toscan. 
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COUNCILS AND BRANCHES 
S.A. State Council: Messrs. A. Chapple {chairman), K. H. Dunstone (secretary). 
Sunraysia District Council: Messrs. J. Matotek (chairman), W. Keir (secretary). 
Griffith District Council: Messrs. H. Delves (chairman), A. Toscan (secretary). 

Young District Council: Messrs. S.N. Brooke-Kelly (chairman), J. F. Walker (secretary). 

Branch Chairman Secretary 

Angaston A. R. Milway R. A. Nettlebeck 

Barmera L. E. McCreanor A. K. P. Brooke 

Berri A. Chapple A. J. Quinn 
Cadell D. G. W. Tiller A. M. Dixon 
Coomealla P. H. Vandenberg H. C. L. Jones 
Gol Gol H. W. Bailey E. G. Morello 
Loxton T. W. Quirke 
Merbein E. C. Hillier J. W. Arnold 
Mid-Murray B. K. Boulton Mrs. J. F. Wall 
Mildura R. L. Arnold Mrs. F. Lock 
Moorook H. A. Swanbury K. J. Light 
Pomona f. W. Lyell D. Elstone 
Red Cliffs V. I. Dolenec Mrs. K. Grivec 
Renmark P. G. Sims P. T. Critchley 
Aoblnvale P. J. Macintosh J. B. CC.Ilnell 
S.A. Prune-growers B. M. Lewcock R. D. Hastwell 
Waikerie K. H. Andrew P. L. Thompson 
Western Australia R. Blizard L. Dundo 



Vine Growers 
Improve yields at lower costs with superior irrigation 

equipment from Vine leaf Stores!-

Ein-Tal Undervine 
Sprinkler Systems 

fJEIN-TAL 
lrrometer Model R 

The lrrometer tells when 
and how much to irrigate! 

FILTOMAT 
Fll TERS 

RAINTREE 
UNDERTREE 
SPRINKLER 
SYSTEMS 

The simple clean water solution automatic filtration for 
drip, trickle and spray at a fraction of the price of equivalent . 
sand filters. 

To Vineleaf Stores 
P.O. Box 19, lrymple, Victoria, 3498. Mr/Mrs/Miss ................................. . 

Please send me more information on .. 

0 FILTOMATFILTERS 

0 EIN-TALSPRINKLERS 

0 IRROMETERS 

0 RAINTREE SPRINKLERS 

Address ....................................... . 

Postcode ............... Phone ................. . 

APPLICATION 

0 Vines 
0 Citrus 
0 Other 

0 Representative to call 
0 Further Information 
0 School Project 
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