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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Fellow Growers, 

The A.D.F.A. Federal Council provides an opportunity tor grower delegates from every produc
ing district in Australia to review the achievements and developments of the past year. 

ln this fourth successive year of recovery the marketing results for dried vine fruit have produced 
improved incomes for most growers. 

For many sultana growers the combined effect of good crops and good prices will result in record 
incomes in dollar terms- unfortunately not in real terms. 

Prospects in international markets for 1989 are good with world stocks continuing to decline. 
Given our heavy dependence on international markets our immediate prospects appear 

favourable, in spite of our firmer dollar and an increased flow of imported fruit into Australia. 
This year's Federal Council will be far more concerned with the future than accounting for the 

past. 
There are three closely related events that have the potential to dramatically affect our viability in 

the 1990's. All three are a product of the Federal Government's Policy determinations aimed at forc
ing surviving Australian industries to be more internationally competitive: by discouraging inefficient 
use of the nation's resources, and by the pursuit of a freer trade philosphy in Australia in order to en
courage reduced protection and assistance to Industry world wide. 

These objectives are fine, providing it is not your industry that is one of the inevitable casualties: 
competing in a corrupt international trading environment; compelled to pay arbitrary prices for 
Australian labour, Government services, fuel, power, water etc.; with diminishing or non-existent 
support for disciplined marketing arrangements; or protection from injury by dumped or subsidised 
surpluses from other nations. 

The first blow is immediate and is a product of the Federal Government's May Economic State
ment Imports of heavily subsidised or cheap fruit of questionable quality will enter Australia against a 
reducing level of tariff protection. 

The general rate of tariff for dried vine fruit has been reduced to 23% from July 1st, but for 
developing countries, including Turkey, the tariff level is 5% less- presently 18% reducing pro
gressively to only 10% in 1992. 

Tariff protection for the politically sensitive textiles, footwear, and clothing industries is projected 
to still exceed 50% in 1995. The manufacturing sector will enjoy protection levels tar in excess of 
agriculture for the foreseeable future. 

As imported fruit is not inspected to comply with Australian standards these imports will continue 
to undermine consumer confidence in dried fruit generally, and de-stabnise prices in the excellent 
dried fruit market developed by the Australian industry. 

The recent amendments to Australia's Anti-Dumping Legislation changes the authority for deter
mining whether there is an infringement of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and this 
judgement must take heed of the Government policy for reduced protection and freer trade. 

A new sunset clause will automatically terminate dumping or countervailing duties three years 
after their determination. An injured industry will need to re-prove injury and the causal link in a pro
tracted process ultimately dependent on the political objectives of the Government of the day and not 
necessarily on a continuing infringement of fair trading practices acknowledged by other nations. 

Our industry will be exposed to more and cheaper imports as a result of these determinations. 
The second event is the recent release of the Government's Policy document "Policies for 

Growth". This booklet puts on notice the Government's intention to reduce all types of assistance to 
Australian industries. Selectively reduced tariff protection is the beginning. 

Under attack are marketing arrangements in Australia that are judged to be capable of sustaining 
domestic prices above world prices. Statutory Equalization of returns, underwriting, and Statutory ar
rangements that support the orderly marketing of primary products are i~. the firing line. 

Underpinning these reforms are the Government's stated goals of greater and more equal oppor
tunity tor all Australians. It is not clear where or if we fit in. 

The document asserts that "The right price signals give producers the correct incentive to 
engage in activities that reflect their true value to Society." Suggestions that equalization masks price 
signals to growers is pertinent in this regard. 

The third event is the implementation of these reforms. 
The Dried Vine Fruits Industry has been referred to the I.A. C. and the terms of reference allow 

the widest opportunity to recommend deregulation and destabilising measures. 
The industry's disciplined and. structured approach to marketing was developed in the school of 

hard knocks during a century of experience. 
The result of these methods is that DVF is Australia's most valuable horticultural export industry. 

There can be no doubt that these desciplines are threatened, and we can draw little comfort from the 
Government's proposals tor the Wheat, Sugar and Dairy industries. 

Our industry must strive to moderate the severity of these policy decisions on its future. Given 
this hostile scenario, it has never been more important that the Industry maintains its own structured 
and disciplined approach to marketing. Our history demonstrates the pitiful returns for growers that 
result from a fragmented marketing effort. 

The voluntary unification of our marketing effort through the A.D.F.A.'s co-operative structure is 
crucial to every grower's viability for the future. 

The upholding of A.O.F.A. principles cannot be left exclusively to the management of the in
dustry's commercial institutions. 

Grower representatives in every forum and board room have a compelling responsibility to en
sure that the Industry remains unified and dedicated to maximising growers' incomes. 

This message is equally relevant for the DVF, Tree Fruits and Prune segments and sets the 
agenda for the year ahead. Henry Tankard. 
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EXPORT REPORT 
1988 Season Exports 

Total production of vine fruits is around 
82,000 tonnes and of this about 50,000 tonnes 
will be exported. Sales to date are progressing 
satisfactorily with oVer 80% of the fruit con
tracted, commitments have been given for the 
other 20%. Buyers require supply of fruit all year 
round and shipments of 1988 Season fruit will 
continue on until February 1989. 

World Stocks 
There is no doubt world stocks of 

sultanas/TSR are very low, however, most major 
buyers have their requirements covered until the 
start of 1988 Northern Hemisphere. 

Estimates we have to date on Northern 
Hemisphere crops are: 
Greece 90,000 tonnes 
Turkey 130,000 tonnes 
U.S.A. 300,000 tonnes 

No reports are available on Iran, Afghanistan 
and Mexico. I stress the above are early 
estimates and appear optimistic, however, if 
they prove correct then 1988 production will be 
110,000 tonnes above 1987 production. 

Southern Hemisphere Producers 
The following is an extract from "California 

Fruit and Nut Report" 27 May. It is interesting to 
note that Chile and Argentina are expanding pro
duction from a small base. At this stage they are 
not competing in Australia's traditional markets. 

countries in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Data are Jn tons on a packed weight 
basis: 

Country 
Argentina 
Australia 
Chile 
South Africa 

1985/86 
5,500 
89,000 
9,000 
37,685 

1986/87 
6,000 

63,812 
9,000 

30,595 

1987/88. 
7,000 

72,500 
10,500 
25,500 

141,580 109,407 115,500 

*Preliminary estimate." 

World Sultana Conference 
I am pleased to advise that the World Pro

ducers Sultana/Raisin Conference will be held in 
Melbourne in November. Countries who have 
advised they will attend are U.S.A., Turkey, 
Greece, Iran and Afghanistan. For various 
reasons no conference was held last year and l 
am pleased that we have been able to re
establish the conference and in particular the at
tendance of U.S.A. who has not sent delegates 
since 1977. 

The objectives of the Conference are:-
to stimulate interest in world dried vine fruit 
affairs and to promote friendly international 
relations in future by bringing together 
regularly those interested in the various 
phases of the world's dried vine fruit in
dustries. 
record and analyse statistics on stock, pro
duction, distribution and consumption of 
sultanas/TSR in the world export trade. 

ERNEST W. BARR, 
CHAIRMAN 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS CORPORATION 

to further the foundations already laid for 
future communications and dealings on the 
basis of mutual trust and to endeavour to 
avoid the disasters arising from low prices 
when surpluses of dried vine fruits from 
world sources occur in any one season. To 
consider also the dangers to world pro
ducers when prices on world markets 
reach levels at which consumers will not 
buy, thus turning to substitutes for dried 
vine fruits. 

to encourage the development of scientific 
research work in all branches of dried vine 
fruit production, to intensify the fight 
against diseases in vines and to help in the 
improvement of the economic position of 
the world's dried vine fruit producers. 

to encourage the development of new 
markets and uses for dried vine fruits by 
market research and promotion. 

to facilitate the development of measures 
necessary for greater consumption of dried 
vine fruits on a world basis, to seek the co
operation of dried vine fruit buyers in con
suming countries and their regional or na
tional associations in achieving the above 
objectives for the benefit of all concerned 
and the disposal of surplus stocks by the 
establishment of the appropriate 
machinery. 

Following the conference I expect some 
delegates will wish to visit the growing and pro
cessing areas. 

"Southern Hemisphere production of 
raisins/sultanas for the 1987/88 season 
is currently forecast at 115,500 tons, up 
6% from last year. Argentina and Chile 
are expected to post gains of 17% on the 
season. Chile's projected increase stems 
from excellent growing conditions, new 
vines coming into production precipitating 
a 13% expansion in harvested area, and 
stricter quality controls on fresh exports 
resulting in an expanded volume of 
grapes available for drying. The Argentine 
raisin industry appears to be experiencing 
a similar surge in supplies as more fresh 
grapes are diverted for drying rather than 
wine. 

The facts on growing grapes 

South Africa is the only Southern 
Hemisphere producer reporting a 
downturn on the season. The 1987/88 
pack is currently forecast at 23,500 
tons, down 17% from last year and 
potentially the smallest production 
volume since the 1981/82 season. The 
lower Orange River area which usually 
accounts for about 96% of total produc
tion, experienced severe flooding several 
times during the season. Preliminary 
assessments indicate that the floods cost 
the industry over 6,000 tons of 
raisins/sultanas. Whether the water
logged vines sustained permanent 
damage remains unclear since budding 
has begun prematurely. Inter pruning is 
expected to improve the situation 
somewhat but current assessments in
dicate that the 1988/89 crop will be 
adversely affected. 
The following table presents 
raisin/sultana production in selected 
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A full set of seminar proceedings on growing 
dried vine fruit is now available through the 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Affairs at 
the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre. 

Over ttle past few years a total of five seminars 
have been conducted in Sunraysia which have 
been funded by the Dried Fruits Research Coun
cil. The aim of each seminar was to focus on a 
major technical issue in growing dried vine fruit 
by reviewing the latest research information and 
integrating it with grower experience. 

The proceedings of the first two seminars 
were released last year while the last three have 
only just been released and sent to all par
ticipants. 

Titles of the seminars were: 
No. 1 - Rootstock and Varieties for 

dried vine fruit production. 

No. 2 - Trellis drying and mechanical 
harvesting of grapes. 

No. 3 - Grapevine nutrition and soil 
management. 

No. 4 -Irrigation Management and 
Systems for grapevines. 

No. 5 - Achieving Quality - The future 
of the dried fruit industry. 

The set of proceedings provide a complete 
reference for all people interested in the dried 
vine fruit industry. 

The cost of the proceedings for seminars No. 
1 and No. 2 is $4.00 or $5.50 posted and for 
Nos. 3, 4 and 5 the cost is $6.00 or $7.50 
posted. They are available from the Sunraysia 
Horticultural Centre, Cnr. Koorlong and Eleventh 
Street, P .0. Box 460, trymple. 
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Import Duties Reduced 
The Government has reduced the impo1 

duties for dried vine fruit from 25% ad valorem 
(20% developing countries) to 15% by July 1, 
1992 (10%). 

The first step in this phase-down was a reduc
tion to 23% on July 1, 19.88. 

Dried tree fruit and prunes already at 1 0% (5% 
for developing countries) were unaffected. 

Imports Increase in 1987/88 
Imports of dried vine fruit during 1987/88 

reached their highest levels ever. 4776 tonnes 
of imported dried vine fruit were marketed in 
Australia within the last year compared w!th the 
previous highest total of 3752 tonnes In 
1985/86. 

Turkish Fruit Contains DDT 
The A.D.F.A.'s resolution in seeking the in

spection and testing of imported dried vine fr'uits 
has increased following Turkish sultanas testing 
positive for DDT at a low level. 

A similar result in Australian fr-uit triggered ex
tensive and expensive testing in 198 7 to protect 
overseas and domestic consumers. 

The Australian Dried Fruit Industry developed 
a thorough testing system to guarantee the quali
ty of our fruit however imported fruit can be load
ed with DDT and apart from the occasional test_ 
no one would be the wiser. 

The Government has been looking into the in
spection of imports for some years now but as 
yet has not acted to require importers to under
take the same quality and health standard in
spections that Australian fruit undergoes. 

Hopefully action is not too far away. 

Members Appointed to 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board 

The existing membefship of the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board has been reappointed, namely 
Messrs. M!ke Kinsella, ian Farnsworth and 
Graham Robertson. 

Public Bodies Review 
Committee 

The PBRC has completed its inquiry into the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board and ·has re;co!!l· 
mended its continuation with some minor 
changes. 

Mildura-Branch Gadget and 
Field Day a Huge Success 

The annual Gadget and Machinery Field Days 
conducted by the Mildura Branch of the 
A.D.F.A. was once again a tremendous suc
cess. 

The Field Days have become a feature on the 
calendar and the participation and support 
received in 1988 will assure large attendances 
again in 1989. 

Organisers were a little disappointed in the 
number of entries in Gadget Alley, and ask in
ventive growers to think about an entry for next 
year's competition. 

Once again, congratulations Mildura Branch 
on a job well done. 
4-July, 1988 

Australian Workers Union 
Claims 

The Growers Conciliation and Labour League 
has advised growers that there is no need to res
pond to the extravagant claims made by the 
AWU in its letter sent to growers recently. 

Some of the .more extravagant claims are: 
Weekly Rates: 

Minimum of $1,000 per week; 
Extra Payments: 

Minimum of $300 per week; 
Site Allowance: 

Minimum of $150 per week; 
Industry Allowance: 

Minimum of $200 per week; 
Special Rates: 

Minimum of $200 per week; 
Hours: 

30 Hour's per· week; 
Holidays: 

8 weeks Annual Leave and 20 days Public 
Holidays. 

The League Will be negotiating With the AWU 
on behalf of growers. 

lAC to look at Dried Vine 
Fruit 

The Minister for Primary Industry and Energy 
has announced that the DVF Industry has been 
referred to the Industries Assistance Commis
sion (lAC). 

The Minister has stated that the inquiry will in-
clude examination of the equalisation, export 
control and underwriting arrangements currently 
in place. 

The lAC has been asked to report to the 
Government within twelve months. 

Given the direction of Government attitudes in 
the Policy Statement "Primary Industries and 
Resources - Policies for Growth" towards· 
deregulation of industries, the abandonment of 
Statutory Marketing Authorities, and the break
down of domestic pricing supports, it is doubtful 
if the lAC will be much assistance. 

W.A. Branch Nominations 
Called 

Nominations are called for three {3) Grower 
vacancies on the Branch Committee. 

Nominations must be in the hantls of the 
Secretary not later than 5.00 p.m. on Friday, 
12th August, 1988. 

Nomination forms are available from teh office 
of the.Secretary, L Dundo, Swan Settlers' Co
operative Asscn., Ltd., Cnr. Lennard Street and 
Railway Parade, Horne Hill. 

Minister Approves DFRC 
Research Program 

The Minister for Primary InduStries and Energy 
has approved the 1988/89 Annual Program for 
Dried Fruit ReSearch. 

The $650,000 Program is funded bY Industry 
contributions matched by the Federal Govern
ment. 

Research Council Seeks Bird 
Control Research 

The Dried Fruits Research Council is seeking 
to fund a research project aimed at identifying an 
effective bird deterrent. 

The Council's concern has been triggered by 
grower complaints regarding crop losses to 
birds and the removal of the chemical repellant 
Mesurol from the market. 

Exchange Rate a Concern 
The strengthening Australian Dollar $A !s of 

concern to the Industry give_n the size of the 
price increases on foreign markets required to 
achieve the same return in Australian Dollars $A. 

For example, a price incrrease in West Ger
many of 200 Deutsch Marks (A$132 per tonne) 
is required to put as many A$ in growers 
pockets as last year. 



Purely Prunes Promotion 
A report by Jim McGlinn of Country Foods Pty. 

Ltd., on reactions to the A.D.F.A. promotion 
campaign "Purely Prunes". 

This campaign used popular magazines such 
as Woman's Day, New Idea, Family Circle, and 
Better Homes & Gardens to promote the link bet
ween Prunes and fresh plums. These adver
tisements also invited readers to write-in for a 
glossy recipe brochure. 

Mr. Jim McGlinn reported on the success of 
this campaign to the June 1 meeting of the 
A.D.F.A. Prunes Committee as follows: 
1. {a) The National Grocery chain buyers have 

reacted to the Purely Prunes campaign 
with mixed, but generally favourable com
ment. The major emphasis has been plac
ed on the definite need for ongoing and 
hopefully prolonged advertising activity, 
Including radio as well, which we believe, 
should at least be considered in our next 
phase. 
We have been approached by an adver
tising company to include radio in our 
next campaign and costs will be provided 
to AD.F.A. 
Some comments from major buyers were 
asfollows:-
(i) The advertisement - generally very 

good 
(ii) Recipe Booklet- excellent and first 

class presentation 
(iii) No emphasis directed towards 

younger consumers, and this should 
be considered in next release. 

2. In terms of the effectiveness of the advertis
ing, we believe it is yet too early to positively 
gaUge consumer reaction and that it would 
be more prudent to assess the outcome in a 
more definite way by July/August 1988. 
By then the consumer will have had the 

chance to react to the recipe booklet and 
relate to the advertising theme of "Fresh from 
Australian Plums''. 
We are advised by A.D.F.A. Food Advisory 
Services, that there have been approximately 
14,000 (now in excess of 15,000: Ed.) 
respondents to the recipe book. Some of 
these consumers will have only recently 
received their copy; many of course will have 
had a copy for some time now and will be 
purchasing our Prunes, hopefully as new 
users. 

3. Country Foods ex warehouse sales of retail 
packets are continuing to show an attractive 
increase, when compared to the correspon
ding period of 1987, i.e. January/April. 
However, this position has been the case 
since we set our budget for the year com
mencing July 1987. 
Our bulk fruit sales are also improving at a 
pleasing rate and we now hold approximately 
60% of the bulk (12.5 kg) pitted Prune 
market, with similar percentages being ex
perienced with our planned move into the 
30/40 and 50/60 bulk areas as well. 

4. The Country Foods marketing plan, when set 
in June 1987, was formulated to pursue 
these bulk fruit sales via additional oppor
tunities in areas such as fruit and vegetable 
"Barns", Delicatessens, and Health Food 
Stores. We have achieved a large sales in
crease by distributing vigorously in these 
business areas and this trend it continuing 
strongly. 
Within the planning of our budget, our prime 
marketing objective however has been to in
crease our "In-Store" promotions for retail 
brands, i.e. Verity/JCG/Dessert Maid and Ex
cello, supported by "Tasting 
Demonstrations" in major supermarkets. 

5. This step was taken by us to:-
(a) Create additional interest in the minds of 

both consumers and retailers alike, as a 
lead up to the launch of the Purely Prunes 
advertising campaign. 

(b) Ensure total promotional support, at store 
level, would be ongoing, after the launch 
of the advertising had hopefully created 
increased consumer interest in our 
Prunes. 

6. The pleasing upward trend in sales, along 
with the fact that a National price increase 
has been instituted from June 1988 (against 
which, large buyers purchase), makes an 
assessment of the Purely Prunes campaign 
extremely difficult at this stage and woufd 
only serve to confuse. 
The over-riding and more important fact at 
this time is that sales are increasing and a 
positive reaction to Country Foods marketing 
pfans and ·the -Purlei Prunes campaign is in 
the best interest of growers and packers. 
Country Foods will continue to aggressively 
pursue in-store promotions and tasting 
demonstrations. 

Summary 
( 1) The effectiveness of the Purely Prunes cam

paign is encouraging at this stage. 
{2) The promotion has had the effect of 

regenerating high interest in the minds of 
buyers, who otherwise considered Prunes 
as too low key to include in major in-store 
promotions. 

(3) From our observations the campaign appears 
to be cost efficient based on the package of 
advertising purchased. 

A.D.F.A. 1988 SEASON STOCKS AND SALES 
from 1-3·88 to 31-5-88 

(Packed Tonnes) 

VINE FRUITS TREE FRUITS 

Currants Sultanas Naturals Raisins Apricots Peaches Pears 
Committed Orders 
Australia 3801 17628 66 3387 413 30 13 
New Zealand 222 4351 0 108 10 1 1 
UK, Ireland 0 6743 0 167 0 0 0 
Continent 0 18490 0 1 117 16 11 
Canada 63 9824 0 48 0 0 0 
Japan . 50 2232 0 42 11 0 0 
Other . 43 2521 0 41 0 0 0 
TOTAL. 4179 61789 66 3794 551 47 25 

Delivered . 1238 10969 19 1847 503 35 24 
Committed, undelivered 2941 50820 47 1947 48 12 1 
Uncommitted . 115 4515 72 1568 791 101 90 
TOTAL A.D.F.A. PACK* 4294 66304 138 5362 1342 148 115 

*Includes carry-in. 
DRIED FRUITS NEWS July, 1988-5 



Federal Council 1988 
Board of Management Report 

Introduction 
1 .1 The Board has met formally on the following occasions since 

Federal Counci\1987: 
1 x 3 day meetings 
6 x 2 day meetings 
4 x 1 dav meetinas 

As usual, the Board was also involved in general lndustty 
meetings convened by the A.D.F .A. 

1.2 Board Members were also involved in formal sub-committee 
meetings: 
Tree Fruits Committee 2 x 1 day meetings 
Prunes Committee 2 x 1 day meetings 

1.3 In addition to these formal meetings, Board Members were in
volved in many other activities, meetings, and representations for 
the A.D.F.A. These include representations to Government; 
attendance at A.D.F.A. Branch, District Council, and State Con
ferences; committees and public meetings in regard to irrigation, 
salinity, classing and sorting procedures, social welfare, dried 
fruits research etc. 

1.4 The host ot activities undertaken by the A.D.F.A. continued to 
make large demands on the Chairman of the Board of Manage
ment. The Board was again fortunate to have Mr. Henry Tankard 
as its Chairman. 

1 .5 During the past year, Mr. Vin Byrnes continued as Deputy Chair
man to the Board, and his assistance to the Chairman greatly 
helped the A.D.F .A. in pursuing its many activities. 

1.6 In addition to the general affairs of the Board and the formal sub
committees noted above, Board Members have been involved in, 
or have stimulated and considered the reports of, the following 
committees: 
Advisory Committee of the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre 
A.D.F .A. Sales Centre Management Committee 
C.S.l,R.O. Horticultural Research Advisory Committee 
C.S.LR.O. Vine Improvement Committee 
Dried Fruits Research Selection Committee 
Dried Fruits Research Council 
Dried Vine Fruit Processing Research Committee 
Hail Insurance Committee 
Receivals Review Committee 
Mallee Regional Salinity Task Force 
Management Committee of PhyUoxera Research in Victoria 
Market Research and Development Unit 
National Farmers' Federation 
N.F .F. Farm Input Committee 
Pumped Districts Peak Irrigation Advisory Committee (Vic) 
Production Problems Committee 
State Council, South Australia 
Riverland Grape Industry Council 
S.A. Dried Fruit Research Liaison Committee 
Sunraysia District Council 
Sunraysia Growers' Advisory Group 
Sunraysia and Riverland Committee on Salinity 
Victorian and Murray Valley Vine Improvement Association Inc. 
Viticultural Nursery Committee 

1988 Harvest 
2.1 Drying conditions were generally the most favourable of any re

cent year, with the resulting production being of excellent quality. 
2. 2 Dried Sultanas: Production Improved from the low yields of last 

season with a rain-tree February providing excellent drying 
conditions. More than 87% of production was in the keenly 
sought grades of 4 and 5 crown light. 

2.3 Currants: This variety again failed to reach its production paten· 
tial due to unfavourable weather conditions, both from heat and 
rain. The resul,ing crop will be sufficient to meet Australian needs 
but supplies to export are minimal. 

2.4 Raisins: The volatility of production of this variety was proven yet 
again. The low production of the present season will not embar· 
rass the Industry in terms of supply, due to the carry-over of 
surplus fruit from the 1987 Season and a small tonnage tram 
1986. 

6-July, 1988 

2.5 Dried Apricots: Excessive heat during the ripening and harvest 
period and Spring hail storms prevented the full crop potential be
ing harvested. Fruit quality is excellent although fruit size is 
smaller than 1987. 

2.6 Dried Peaches: The 1988 harvest resulted in an average crop of 
good quality fruit. 

2.7 Dried Pears: Poor returns from the fr~sh markets resulted in 
large tonnages of excellent quality dried fruit. 

2.8 Prunes: Heat stress during January severely effected prune pro· 
duction with total Australian production being approximately only 
half of the usual tonnage. Many Packers appear to have In· 
sufficient fruit to meet their normal annual requirements. 

Production 
3.1 Estimated production of Season 1988 fruit of grade quality, as at 

30-4-1988, compared with the previous 3 seasons is: 
A.D.F.A. 

(Tonnes) 1985 1986 1987 
Currants 6,161 6,636 5,331 
Sultanas 63,885 80,690 53,532 
T.S.R.'s 166 450 119 
Raisins 2,162 6,150 6,711 
Apricots 1,195 1,454 1,510 
Peaches 117 116 128 
Pears 124 65 91 
Prunes (P/Weight) 2,185 2,683 2,953 

*Note: Estimates only for Season 1988. 

Total 
Industry 

1988° 1988° 
4,236 4,631 

65,676 71,245 
127 

2,458 
1,338 

118 
103 

1 '119 

2,596 
2,663 

448 
503 

1,860 

3.2 The actual A.D.F.A. availability for the 1988/89 marketing year is 
represented by the above figures together with the A.D.F .A. 
stock-on-hand of previous Season's fruit as at March 1, 1988, of 
337 tonnes of Currants, 5,738 tonnes of Sultanas, 4,180 ton
nes of Raisins, 34 tonnes of Peaches, 15 tonnes of Pears, and 
1, 7 49 tonnes of Prunes. 

3.3 The following 3 graphs show total A.D.F.A. production and the 
amount sold on both Australian and Export markets. Please note 
that these graphs are on the basis of sales from a season of pro
duction and should not be contused with annual deliveries which 
are shown in paragraph 4.2 
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Marketing 
A.D.F.A. sales on the Australian market calculated on a seasonal 
basis and as admitted into final adjustment or equalization have 
been: 

A.D.F.A. Season Sales 
Tonnes 

1984 1985 1986 1987* 
Currants 3,840 3,383 4,305 4,425 
Sultanas + 18,481 15,059 24,445 18,522 
Raisins 945 1,988 4,069 2,942 

23,266 20,430 32,819 25,889 

+including 40 gram packs 
* estimates as at 30-4-1988. 
These frgures relate to total sales from a season's production 
which may extend over 18 months or more, and may not give a 
true indication of a year's sates. 

For a period of 1 2 months to the end of February each year, 
A.D.F.A. Dried Vine Fruit deliveries in Australia are as follows: 

Currants 
Sultanas* 
T.S.R.'s 
Raisins 

* includes 40 gram packs. 

A.D.F.A. Australian Deliveries 

28-2-1986 
3,981 

23,714 
356 

1,995 

30,046 

(Tonnes) 
28-2-1987 

4,379 
21,074 

217 
2,819 

28,489 

29·2-1988 
4,319 

18,920 
343 

3,186 

26,768 

For the year end:':~ February 29, 1988, total consumption of 
dried vine fruit in Australia was 36,311 tonnes, with the source of. 
supply being A.D.F.A. 26,768 tonnes, Non·A.D.F.A. Australian 
fruit 4, 768 tonnes and imports 4, 775 tonnes. 

4.3 For the period of 12 months to the end of February each year, 
comparative A.D.F .A. Vine Fruit deliveries on export are: 

A.D.F.A. Export Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

28-2-1986 28-2-1987 29-2-1988 
Currants 2,591 2,423 878 
Sultanas• 45,699 50,475 33,153 
T.S.R.'s 18 5 
Raisins 176 1 ,843 720 

48,484 54,741 34,756 

• includes 40 gram packs. 

4.4 The deliveries In paragraph 4.2 and 4.3 include Sultanas in 40 
gram packs as follows: 

Australian 
Export 

A.D.F.A. 40 Gram Pack 
(Tonnes) 

28-2-1987 28-2-1986 
838 

40 

29-2·1988 
668 

43 
816 

24 

878 840 711 

4.5 Vine Fruits: Season 1986 Vine Fruits were finalised in the past 
year with the following A.D.F.A. sales tonnages. The com
mitments for Season 1987 Vine Fruit as at 30·4·1988 are also 
shown. 
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1986 1987 
A.D.F.A. Final Sales A.D.F.A. Estimated Sales 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins Currants Sultanas Raisins 
Australia 4,305 24,445 4,521 4,425 18,522 2,942 
United Kingdom - 4,041 887 4,485 364 
Continent 22,691 48 15,362 51 
Canada 894 14,968 391 278 7,922 91 
New Zealand 1,029 5,985 545 527 3,599 183 
Japan 104 1,974 394 60 1,566 92 
Other 304 6,586 47 41 2,076 958 

To1al 6,636 80,690 6,833 5,331 53,532 4,681 

4.6 Allocations of dried vine fruits for the 1988/89 marketing year 
have been made from the total availability of fruit, Including 
stocks-on-hand from previous seasons. The allocations set by 
the A.D.F.A. and the Australian Dried Fruits Coporation as at 
17-5-1988, are: 

4.7 

T 
0 
N 
N 
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4.8 

4.9 

4.10 

1988/89 Industry Allocations 
Seeded 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins 
Australia 4,520 28,000 4,404 
UK & Ireland 7,225 400 
Continent 19,280 
Canada 100 10,245 100 
New Zealand 257 4,750 200 
Japan 50 2,500 100 
Other 50 3,207 100 

Total 4,977 75,207 5,304 

Tree Fruits: Sales on Tree Fruits during 1987/88 continued the 
strong trend evidenced in recent years. In particular the demand 
tor Dried Apricots is extremely strong with the increased imports 
of this variety being absorbed at the present time, although dif
ficulties may have been felt if the full crop potential had been 
realised. 
The following graph shows the disposal of A.D.F.A Apricots on 
the basis of the Season of production. 
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Prunes: Sales of A.D.F.A. Prunes within Australia improved 
slightly during 1987/88. The special promotion campaign, 
'Purley Prunes', identifying Prunes with their fresh origins, should 
assist in encouraging this trend, although supplies of locally pro
duced product may be a problem. 
A.D.F.A. member, Griffith Producers Co-op. Ltd., has success
tully installed Australia's first Prune Pitter. The suPply of Aus
tralian Pitted Prunes will assist in stimulating demand for Aus
tralian Prunes. 
Australian sales by the A.D.F.A. for the last four seasons have 
been: 

(Tonnes) 
Apricots 
Peaches 
Pears 
Prunes 
• Estimate only. 

A.D.F.A. Seasonal Sales 
Season Season Season 

1984 1985 1986 
862 1,031 1 '194 

48 78 89 
42 97 44 

1,711 2,227 2,318. 

Season 
1987 

1,081 
1 01 * 
56• 

1 ,367* 

The above figures relate to the sales from a season's production, 
and tor Tree Fruits, give a good indication of the year's sales. 
However, substantial amounts of Prunes may be carried over 
from season to season. 
Sales and deliveries of A.D.F.A. Prunes within a 12 month period 
have been: 
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A.O.F.A. Australian 
Year Ended Deliveries 
February 28 (Tonnes) 

1985 2,458 
1986 1,857 
1987 1,951 
1988 2,209 

4.11 The relationship between Prune production and sales on a 
seasonal basis is depicted in the following graph: 
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4.1 2 Due to the present success of pricing export Dried Tree Fruits at 

levels which will achieve a return to Packer on par with Australian 
sales, allocations were not required for any dried tree fruit of the 
1988 Season. marketing Agents are of course managing stocks 
to ensure that the Australian market is maintained in full supply. 
The export of Prunes is likely to be restricted by the present 
limited supply, however, fruit has been allocated to ensure sup
ply to long term markets such as New Zealand, the West Indies, 
and Pacific Islands. 

4.13 Realisations 1986 Season: F .O.B. realisations to Packing com
panies per packed tonne on Season 1 986 production are as 
follows: (these are average before deduction of Packers' costs 
and charges, and conversion to receival weights). 
(Per Tonne) Base 

Grade Australia Export Average 
Currants 3 Cr. $ 1, 710 $ 890 $ 1 ,430 
Sultanas 4 Cr. 1,757 1,294 1 ,450 
Raisins 4 Cr. 1,605 1,263 . 1,489 
Apricots FL 6,303 6,310 6,304 
Peaches FL 4,772 4,831 4,786 
Pears FM 3,631 3,661 3,641 
Prunes• FL 2,204 1,807 2,172 
* Estimate only. 

4.14 Realisations 1987 Season: Realisations to Packing companies 
for Season 1987 production have been finalised or are estimated 
as: 
(Per Tonne) 

Currants* 
Sultanas* 
Raisins* 
Apricots 
Peaches* 
Pears* 
Prunes* 
* Estimate only. 

Base 
Grade 
3 Cr. 
5 Cr. 
4 Cr. 

FL 
FM 
FL 
FL 

Australia 
$ 1,845 

1,933 
1,539 
6,875 
4,753 
4,618 
2,350 

Prices - Australia 

Export 
$ 1 ,328 

1 ,511 
1,190 
6,907 
4,700 
4,620 
1,900 

Average 
$ 1 '760 

1,671 
1,452 
6,884 
4,734 
4,619 

NA 

5.1 Dried Vine Fruits: The Board maintained its policy of taking a 
once a year increase in the price of Dried Vine Fruits, with the in
crease being in line with the movement in the consumer price in· 
dex. Accordingly the price of Currants and Sultanas was increas
ed by 7% as from March 1988. The limited stocks of carry-over 
fruit available were permitted to be sold until May 13 at the 
1987/88 price. Allowing a price differential in this manner 
facilitated the quick disposal of the remaining Season 1987 fruit. 
The price for T.S.R.'s, continued to be aligned with 3, 4 and 5 
crown Sultanas, with provision for a premium to be taken on tun· 
nel dried fruit if this could be achieved in the market place. It is 
believed that Marketers are making a greater effort this year to 
achieve those premiums. 
The price for Seeded Raisins was increased by 5% effective 
from July 1, 1988. A lesser increase was taken on this variety 
when compared to other dried vine fruits as it was judged that 
there was a need to slightly cloSe the existing price differential. 
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5.2 40 gram Sultana Packets: The A.D.F.A. has continued in its pro
gram to phase out the concessional price for Sultanas packed in· 
to· 40 gram packets. Under the present guidelines the con
cession will disappear in 1990, provided that no intervening year 
is faced with a price increase exceeding 12%. 

5.3 Tree Fruits: At its pre-harvest meeting in late November, the 
Tree· Fruits Committee agreed to increase the price of Dried 
Apricots by 6%. The strong demand for Apricots made it 
necessary to review this decision at the Committee's February 
meeting and an increase of a further 3% was taken. 
It should also be noted that the price set by the Tree Fruits Com
mittee are minimum prices and that the Marketing Agents and 
Packers are attempting to maximise returns to growers in a very 
competitive environment by seeking a premium over the minimum 
set. 
It was also determined to create a differential between slab and 
standard grade Apricots by pricing slabs $200 per tonne above 
standard. The practice of packing a hail marked line was dis
continued with hail marked fruit now being the main component of 
the choice line, with a $400 per tonne differential below fancy 
grades. 
A stronger domestic demand for Dried Pears led to the season 
1988 price being increased by 9%. 
A carry-over of Season 1987 Dried Peaches into the 1988 
Season prompted the Tree Fruits Committee to limit the price in
crease on Dried Peaches to 5%. No increase was taken on the 
Season "I 98 7 carry-over fruit. 
It was further agreed to attempt to prompt further sales of Dried 
Peaches by increasing the promotional level on Peaches from 
3% to 6%. The Board of Management confirmed this action for 
the 1988 Season only. Any long term change in promotion levies 
can be considered by Federal Council only. 

5.4 Prunes: The inability of the Prune sector to achieve any meaning
ful price increases in recent years was addressed within the last 
few months with agreement being reached to increase the Aus
tralian price by 1 0%, effective from June 1, 1988. 

Prices - Export 
6.1 Dried Vine Fruit: Australia lost some market share last year 

because of the short crop but mostly because of extreme price 
competition from Turkey. This applied particularly to Canada and 
New Zealand. Turkey has been marketing very aggressively in all 
markets, and is the main reason tor the downturn in overseas 
prices. 
In the European market, the largest in the world, prices are the 
lowest in buyers' currencies for at least ten years. 
Australian fruit in 1988 was of excellent quality and was well 
received in all markets, and offers were taken up quickly in most 
markets. Because of this acceptance and the policy of the Cor
poration that exporters must take forward cover as contracts are 
written in foreiQn currency; the considerable appreciation of the 
Australian dollar had minimal effect on returns from expGrt 
markets. Average returns will still be slightly lower than last year. 
The world supply situation is rapidly coming into balance, and 
prices must move upwards in future. 
The Currant crop was short and left very little for export markets. 
This may effect our markets in future if we are looked upon as an 
unreliable supplier. The return from export markets for Currants 
will be higher than last year. 
The surplus of Raisins experienced in the 198 7 crop year has 
proven to be an asset. Production was low and the surplus allow
ed our small worthwhile export markets to be supplied at 
reasonable prices. 

6.2 Dried Tree Fruits: The A.D.F.A. Tree Fruits Committee has con· 
tinued in its policy of setting prices for export markets which will 
achieve the same return as sales on the Australian market. 
However, Agents have been given some discretion to discount 
prices for early export sales as it is recognised that quick sales at 
slightly lower prices more than compensate for delayed sales at 
higher levels. 

6.3 Prunes: The shortage of Prunes which will impact greatest on ex
port markets, has provided the basis for a realignment of export 
prices. Prices for supply to both New Zealand and Other Export 
Markets were increased by 10% effective from June 1, 1988. 

General 
7. 1 imports: The import of dried truits into Australia remains a major 

concern of the Australian Industry. The comparative summary of 
imports is: 
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Imports (from March 1) 
12 nionths 12 months 12 months 12 months 12 months 

1983/84 1984/85 1985/86 1986/87 1987/88 
Vine Fruits 
Greece 896.320 1976.486 307.200 296.625 . 782.750 
Turkey 328.366 467.016 2491.783 2987.993 
U.S.A. 14.929 1438.197 1248.219 246.193 350.883 
'Other .034 55.243 0.060 405.150 654.782 

911.283 3798.292 2022.495 3439.751 4776.408 

Apricots 
South Africa 61.500 181.420 46.396 18.500 
Turkey 
U.S.A. 
Other 

Prunes 
U.S.A. 
Other 

480.466 728.114 147.262 622.803 867.540 
119.112 30.972 16.886 79.408 

60.516 393.525 274.005 33.979 10.884 

721.594 1334.031 484.549 754.690 878.424 

594.420 821.962 894.425 775.493 421.131 
19.790 38.188 28.047 24.625 19.345 

614.210 860.150 922.472 800.118 440.476 

The A.D.F.A. continues to monitor the import of all dried fruit 
varieties. This is important to both assess trends and to ensure 
that unfair marketing practices are not engaged in. 

7.2 Greek Countervailing Duty: The A.D.F.A. was successful in 
August 1984 in having cash securities being applied to the im· 
port of Greek Dried Fruits as the result" of subsidies provided to 
Greek producers contrary to the te:ms of the General Agreement 
on Trade and Tariffs. 
This measure was confirmed c.s a countervailing duty in March 
1985. The continuation of thls countervailing duty is presently 
under review by the Australian Customs Service. 
The A.D.F.A. has provided substantial evidence to Customs and 
it is likely on present indications that the countervailing duty will 
be continued, on the import of Greek Currants, but not on Sul
tanas. 

7.3 Review of Anti-Dumping Legislati~n: The application of the 
General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs is determined in Aust
ralia by the Customs Tariff (Anti-Dumping) A(.":t. Revisions to this 
Act are. presently before the Parliament. 
Some of the proposed revisions are of concern to .the Australian 
Dried Fruits Industry both in relation to the introduction of an 
automatic three year sunset provision, Snd the establishment of a 
new body to evaluate dumping and countervailing actions. 
The implementation of a sunset provision would see the dried 
vine fruits countervailing duty against Greek fruit being auto
matically terminated, effective immediately. The Industry would 
be able to re-apply with a fresh application for re-introduction of 
protection measures. However, a whole new inquiry would be re
quired which is estimated to take at least 12 months, during 
which time the Industry would be subject to low .cost, heavily 
subsidised imports. · 
The introduction of a new Anti-Dumping Authority is also of con
cern due to the overlap Of responsibilities between this body and 
the Australian Customs Service. It is understood that under the 
proposed arrangements that the Australian Customs Service 
would undertake preliminary inquiries, and if satisfied that there 
was a need fOr action then pass the complaint to the new authori
ty. In effect it would be necessary to win every case twice before 
any rerTiedial action will be taken. 
The Authorjty will also be subject to direction from the Govern
ment in regard to anti-dumping and !rade policy. 

7. 4 Import Duties: Duties on the import of dried fruits into Australia 
are presently all expressed as ad valorem rates. These rates are: 

General Concessional 
Vine Fruits 25% 20% 
Tree Fruits 10% 5% 
Prunes 1 0% 5% 

The import duty on dried vine fruits was converted to a har
monised ad valorem rate on January 1 , 1988. Prior to that dried 
vine fruits were dutiable at a rate of 20 cents per kilOgram. 
Developing countries are entitled to a 5% concession on the 
general rate of import duty. Turkey, a major source of both im
ported dried vine fruits and dried apricots, Is entitled to the con
cesslonal rate. 
The Federar Government's Economic Statement of May 25, 
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1988, announced an across the board cut in tariffs greater than 
10%. This will have no impact on Tree Fruits and Prunes but the 
import duty on Dried Vine Fruits will be reduced to 23% from July 
1,1988, phasing down to 15% by July 1,1992. 
A 5% concession will still be available on these general rates. 
Therefore the tariff on the import of Turkish Sultanas will be 
reduced over the next 4 years by one-half of the present conces
sional rate of 20% to 1 0%. 
Furthermoi-e the rate of duty applicable to dried vine fruits must 
be expected to come under some scrutiny in the forthcoming In
dustries ASsistance Commission Inquiry into Dried V1ne Fruits. 

7.5 Export Inspection: The Federal Government announced in its 
May Economic Statement that export inspection fees would 
IJlOVe from 50% to 60% cost recovery. 

7. 6 Import Inspection: A public announcement on the results of the 
Federal Government Inquiry into the need for an inspection ser
vice for imported fruits is still yet to be announced. 

7. 7 A.D.F.A-. Adjustments: Since the last meeting of Federal Council 
the A.D.F .A. has conducted the final adjustment of Season 1 985 
Prunes, Season 1986 Raisins, and Season 1987 Apricots. This 
procedure provid~?s for aU A.D.F.A. Marketers to receive an 
average return for all sales of each variety, regardless of ·the 
quantity and price for each market. 
The adjustment of Season 1986 Raisins a!8o included the Angas 
Park Fruit Co. Pty. Ltd. under a voluntary agreement negotiated 
by the Board of Management between A.D.F.A. members and 
that independent company. 
Season 1988 Raisins will also be equalised under this voluntary 
adjustment method as production did not achieve the 3,000 
tonne trigger tonnage applied by the Dried Vine Fruit Equalization 
Act. 

7.8 Promotion: Since Federai·Council1985 the A.D.F.A. has played 
a more direct role in the promotion of Dried Vine Fruits in the Aus
tralian market. 
Significant developments in this regard have been pursued within 
the last year with the most significant being the opening of the 
Mildura Kiosk, obtaining the lease for premises for a Sydney 
Retail Outlet, and finalising a publishing contract for a Dried Fruits 
Cook Book. Further information on these and other develop· 
ments is contained in Appendix 2. 
The Prunes sector of the-Industry also determined to provide 
additional fun~s for an A.D.F.A. promotion of Prunes. The result
ing 'Purely Prunes' campaign has· provided a strong base tor re
bulldlng Prune consumption. 
This campaign was based on a thesis of ideritifying Prunes with 
their fresh plum origins. The campaign was carried out by ad
vertising in popular women's magazines and the invitation to write 
in for a high quality recipe folder. 13,000 responses to this invita
tion had been handled by Food Advisory Services to the end of 
May 1988. 

Farm Management 
8.1 Quality: The market place continues to emphasize the need to 

supply fruit of the highest possible quality. 
The favourable dryii)Q conditions of recent years have aided the 
Industry in providing fruit of excellent appearance to meet those 
demands. It has also created an expectation that Australian fruit 
will always reach those stal)dards, and accordingly there is a 
need for every grower to ensure that their product is of the 
highest possible quality. 
Grade differentials on dried vine "fruits other than Currants, were 
increased for the 1988 Season so as to further reward those 

· growers who serviced the quality conscious part of the market 
which will remain so vital to the Australian Industry in future years. 
The revised grade differ~ntials compared to those of Season 
1987 are: 

Currants 5-crown 
4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 

Season 
1987 1988 

Per Tonne Per Tonne 
OverBasis $100.00 $110.00 

$100.00 $110.00 
$ 70.00 $ 70.00 
$ 30.00 $ 30.00 

Basis Basis Basis 
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Season 
1987 1988 

Per Tonne Per Tonne 
Sultanas 6-crown Over Basis $130.00 $190.00 

5-crown $110.00 $150.00 
4-crown $ 90.00 $110.00 
3-crown $ 70.00 $ 70.00 
2-crown $ 30.00 $ 30.00 
1-crown Basis Basis Basis 

T.S.R.'s Fancy Over Basis $ 90.00 $100.00 
Choice $ 30.00 $ 40.00 

Standard Basis Basis 

Raisins 5-crown Over Basis $ 40.00 $ 80.00 
4-crown $ 20.00 $ 40.00 
3-crown Basis Basis Basis 

The premium tor light coloured Sultanas was retained at $1 0 per 
tonne. 

8.2 Hail Insurance: 1987/88 saw the A.D.F.A. adopt new hail In
surance Brokers in an effort to offer the best possible cover to 
growers. 
This change in Brokers came after the previous brokers were 
unable to confirm an acceptable scheme. 
For many growers it was fortuitous that the A.D.F.A. was able to 
provide hail insurance due to the significant losses that were in
curred. 
The base premium was $14 per acre ( $15 tor payment after Sep
tember 25, 1 987), representing only a 9.4% increase over the 
premium cost of the previous two seasons. 
The value for compensation was also increased by $100 to 
$1,700 per acre, allOwing for a maximum payout of $1 ,445 per 
acre as growers remained liable for the first 15% of any damage. 
Total losses to insured properties as a result of hail were assess
ed at $466,915.60. The major part of these losses was again in 
the Red Cliffs district where in excess of $430,000 of com
pensation will be directed. 
The value of the payout on all of these losses exceeds premium 
received by the Insurers. Such a loss comes at an unfortunate 
time for the new Brokers and Insurers involved and may pose 
some difficulty in negotiating cover for 1 988/89. 
The Board has already commenced negotiations through the -
Brokers for the 1 988/89 scheme. It is likely that a greatly 
revamped scheme may be offered for the forthcoming hail risk 
period. 
Part of these negotiations involve the involvement of a consultant 
from London who is expert in agricultural risk management. 
The Board remains committed to providing an effective cover for 
hail insurance at the lowest possible cost to growers. The 
negotiations under way include the potential. to provide this cover 
for all fruits within the insured district and not just grapes. 

8.3 Contamination Risks: During the last year the A.D.F.A. has 
been at the forefront of a voluntary Industry initiative to test dried 
fruits for chemical residues. This program was developed in 
response to the problems identified in the beef industry and as a 
safeguard to dried fruits. 
The dried vine fruits of every grower in Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia were tested for chemical residues at 
Government certified laboratories. 
The Board of Management acknowledges the co-operation and 
effort of the Dried Fruits Boards of Victoria, New South Wales, 
and South Australia in providing the means to undertake this test
ing, and particularly of the Victorian Board which ably undertook 
the major tasks of co-ordination and communication. 
Samples drawn from the deliveries of dried tree fruits were also 
tested. 
The .res!Jlts of all tests showed a very low incidence of residue 
detections, with more than 98% of the Industry's growers being 
completely clear. 
Importantly, any contaminated fruit has been isolated and will not 
reach consumers. 
During the year, the Board also initiated two direct mailings to 
growers advising them of the problems arising from the use of 
banned chemicals and the extreme care that was needed to pre
vent contamination of dried fruits. Each brochure was in five lan
guages. 
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Part of the information provided to growers was a warning on the 
implementation of severe penalties on any fruit found to be con
taminated. 
It is apparent that there was an immediate response to these 
warnings and it seems probable that the minor contaminations 
detected resulted from indirect, accidental exposure of fruit to 
the problem chemicals. Investigations since harvest have found 
that some spray vats, if used with DDT or Dieldrin, could harbour 
these chemicals for as long as 20 years. 
Investigations into the sources of contamination are continuing 
and the Board is confident that with full grower co-operation, 
every risk of contamination can be removed for the 1989 and 
subsequent harvests. 

8.4 Production Problems: The A.D.F.A. Production Problems Com
mittee has continued to deal with the farm management problems 
raised by growers. The report of this Committee is attached as 
Appendix3. 

8.5 Irrigation and Salinity: Irrigation and salinity continues to be a 
major area of interest for the Board of Management. The Board is 
fortunate in that its Deputy Chairman is also the Chairman of the 
Sunraysia and Riverland Committee on Salinity. Mr. Byrnes' 
report is attached as Appendix 4. 

Processing 
9.1 Quality: As mentioned under the head of Farm Management, 

quality continues to be a major demand from within the market 
place. 
Board of Management members, Messrs. Byrnes and Tankard 
were fortunate in the last year to visit both Turkey and Greece as 
representatives of the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation. 
It is apparent from their observations that both Turkey and 
Greece have the ability to produce some cleaned and packed 
dried vine fruits which can compete on quality grounds with Aus
tralian fruit. Fortunately they do not yet have the capacity to treat 
all their fruit in this manner but there are very clear signs that the 
Australian Industry must further improve its pack quality if it is to 
maintain a dominant position in the premium end of the market. To 
retain this dominance is essential as it is only this part of the 
market which achieves returns high enough to sustain Australian 
growers. 
Options for improving the pack-out quality of dried vine fruits 
were pursued at a meeting convened by the A.D:F.A. of Packers 
and A.D. F .A. and Corporation representatives. 
This meeting identified that competition between Packers, while 
desirable as a means to maximise returns to growers, was also a 
major impediment to Improving pack-out standards. The un
desirable consequences of competitive pressures were identi
fied as extremes in: maximising the volume of pack, maximising 
the rate of pack, and forcing low cost operation which may skimp 
in both labour a"nd capital input. 
None of the options put forward to improve pack-out quality is 
seen to answer the dilemma faced due to the further problems 
that they themselves introduce. These options being considered 
by the Board and the Industry are deregulation; the implementa
tion of mandatory stem loss requirements; the setting of a field 
price tor growers; implementing a fixed packing cost; introducing 
stricter mandatory standards to be supervised by the D.P.I.E. 
and State Boards; providing greater incentives for Packers; 
introducing tougher voluntary standards; aild revising existing 
processing procedures, including a processing code of conduct. 
At the present time there is no solution in sight although the mat
ter will continue to receive the earnest attention of the Industry. 

9.3 Centralised Classing and Air Stream Sorting: The standardis
ed classing system covering Victoria and New South Wales dried 
vine fruits, worked extremely well for the 1988 harvest. 
As requested by Federal Council 1987, consideration has been 
given to the creation of a centralised classing procedure, 
possibly Incorporating the use of alr stream sorting. 
The report of these investigations is attached to this report as 
Appendix8. 

9. 4 Weed seeds: The problem of eliminating weed seeds and other 
measures to remove defects from the dried fruit pack has con
tinued to receive considerable attention over the past year. 
In addition to the Industry wide initiatives at least 4 Packers have 
undertaken their own independent investigations into the 
possibility of developing and installing sophisticated equipment 
which will aid the removal of these difficult to remove defects. 
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The competitive pressures existing in the commercial environ
ment have prevented the co-ordination of any of these develop
ments. 
A report on Industry initiatives to combat weed seeds is attached 
as Appendix 11 . 

9. 5 Inspection: The new system and standards for dried fruit inspec
tion encompassed in the Dried Fruits Orders, were brought into 
operation during the last year. 
Unfortunately the Orders adopted by the Federal Government 
were not provided to Industry for final scrutiny and accordingly 
there are some minor matters which require amendment. How
ever, on the whole the new system is working satisfactorily. 

9.6 International Standards: The Australian Dried Fruits Corporation 
has continued to monitor the operations of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in their development 
of standards for dried vine fruits. 
When finalised, the UNECE standards will become highly influ
ential in determining import standards tor many European coun
tries and a strong precedent for many other countries. 
Mr. Tankard has twice visited Geneva within the past year to par
ticipate in discussions in this regard, on one occasion he was 
also accompanied by Mr. Vin Byrnes. The A.D.F.A. and the Aus
tralian Industry has been fortunate that these opportunities have 
also allowed Australia's interests in regard to UNECE standards 
for Dried Apricots, Dried Pears, and Prunes, to be pursued. 

9.7 Receivals Review:. As part of the initiative to improve the quality 
of Australian fruit, the Receivafs Review Committee has con
tinued to monitor and recommend standards to be applied by aU 
Packers to growers on the receival of dried vine fruits. 
A major recommendation in this regard was for a scale of penal
ties to be applied to the receivai of oversized (G.A.) Sultanas. Un
fortunately, competitive presl.>ures between Packers prevented 
these recommendations being applied to fruit of the 1988 har
vest. 
The Industry must now determine whether it is prepared to pur
sue voluntary standards in this regard, abandon any attempt to 
control this largely undesirable product, or to seek legislative 
controls through the D.P.LE. and State Dried Fruit Boards. 
Further information in regard to Receivals Review is included in 
Appendix 1 0 to this report. 

Research 
10.1 Dried Fruits Research Council: The Dried Fruits Research 

Council (O.F.R.C.) remains the major vehicle facilitating research 
within the Dried Fruits Industry. 
The D.F.R.C. is a Statutory Committee of the Federal Govern
ment with its members being: 

Chairman Mr. Neil Sturgess 

Government 

Growers 

Departments of 
Agriculture 

Packer/Marketer 

C.S.I.R.O. 

Mr. Keith Hyde 
Ms. Robyn Beetham 

Mr. Brenden Gledhill 
Mr. Dick Johnstone 
Mr. Colin Roy 

Dr. Jack Meagher (Vic.) 
Dr. Don Plowman (S.A.) 

Mr. Barrie MacMillan 

Dr. John Possingham 

During the past year Mr. Barrie MacMillan was appointed to fill the 
Packer/Marketer vacancy on the Council. Mr. MacMillan is Assis
tant General Manager of the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Co. Ltd., 
and also Chairman of Australian Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 
Also during the year, Mr. Keith Hyde was replaced as Govern
ment Member on the Council by Ms. Beetham. 

10.2 The A.O.F .A. remains responsible for undertaking the Secretariat 
functions of the D.F.R.C. In particular Mr. Ross Skinner, the 
A.O.F.A.'s Assistant General Manager, acts as Executive Officer 
to the Council. 

10.3 The research funds administered by the D.F.R.C. are provided 
from a levy on all dried fruit produced. The Federal Government 
matches levy expenditure on a dollar for dollar basis. 
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10.4 

10.5 

10.6 

10.7 

11.1 

The rates of research levY for the 198 7 Season remained at: 
Dried Vine Fruits $ 2.50 per tonne 
Dried Tree Fruits $ 7. 50 per tonne 
Prunes $10.00 per tonne 
Reserves in the research trust account as at 31~3-1988 were 
estimated at: 
Dried Vine Fruits 
Dried Tree Fruits 
Prunes 
Undistributed Interest 

Trust Fund Balance 

$41 7,064.39 
$146,657.07 
$164,806.38 
$ 23,982.42 

$752,510.26 

A report on the activities of the Dried Fruits Research Council will 
be presented to Federal Council by the Chairman of the 
D.F.A.C., Mr. Neil Sturgess. 
D.V.F. Processing Research Unit: This Unit has continued to 
operate in conjunction with the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre in 
developing improved processing techniques for dried vine fruits. 
The Foundation Chairman of this Unit, Mr. Dick Johnstone, re
signed during the year and was replaced by Board of Manage
ment Member, Mr. Vic Dolenec. The Board commends the drive 
given to the activities of this Unit by both Mr. Johnstone and Mr. 
Dolenec. 
The major activity presently being undertaken by the Unit is 
research into factors affecting the free-flowing attributes of Sul
tanas. 
The Unit has also developed a standardised procedure on a fee
for-service basis for the testing of new drying and dressing oils 
which are offered to the Industry. 
D.V.F. Marketing Research and Development Unit: This Unit 
has expanded its activities during the last year and is conducting 
a number of projects which hold some promise for the Industry. A 
report on the activities of this Unit is attached as Appendix 7. 

Industry Economy 
I.A. C. - Fruit and Fruit Products Inquiry:. During the past year 
the Industries Assistance Commission has concluded its inquiry 
into Fruit and Fruit Products. 
Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes were included in the terms of 
reference of the inquiry, although dried vine fruits were expressly 
excluded. 
Of the recommendations made to the Government by the I.A. C., 
none will impact directly on the Dried Fruits Industry. 
However, the continued thrust for deregulation must be of con
cern to the Industry. Some interest should also be taken in the 
recommendation to State Governments to improve the efficiency 
of supply and use of water and irrigation, and remove controls 
over production, land ownership, fann size, and regions where 
fruit can be grown. 

11.2 I.A.C. - Dried Vine Fruits: The Minister for Primary Industries 
and Energy, Mr. John Kerin, has advised his intention to submit 
the Dried Vine Fruits Industry for examination by the Industries 
Assistance Commission. 
The terms of reference for this proposed inquiry were not 
available at the time of writing this report, but it Is believed that the 
I.A. C. will be asked to identify factors which impede development 
of the Industry. 

"However, 1 accept that there is an issue as to whether 
the current arrangements go far enough in encouraging 
appropriate adjustment. Indeed there are some features of 
equalization that serve as a disincentive to the develop
ment and retention of a strong, competitive industry. The 
issue therefore arises as to whether on balance equaliza
tion is in the best interests of the industry over the longer 
term. 
In its 1984 report on dried vine fruits the Industries Assis
tance Commission (lAC) recommended that the industry 
be reviewed within five years from the implementation of 
the Government's decisions on the report. If this course of 
action were to be followed the industry would be referred 
to the lAC in March 1989. However, given the issue of 
whether the present arrangements are the most suitable 
for the development and retention of a strong, competitive 
dried vine fruits industry, I believe that it is appropriate to 
forward a reference to the lAC in the near future so that 
this can be fully explored." 
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11 .3 Statutory Equalization: As noted by Mr. Kerin above, the 
A.D.F.A. has continued to press for the removal of the 1985 
amendments to Statutory Equalization, or alternatively to have 
further amendments implemented which will prevent the un
desirable distortions inherent in the prescribed percentage 
machanism implemented by the 1 985 amendments. 
The A.D.F.A. presented a number of options for amendment to 
the Government, these included: 
1. Applying the same levy to Currants and Raisins as calculated 

for Sultanas. 
2. Applying the prescribed percentage for Sultanas to both Cur

rants and Raisins. 
3. Recognising the impact of the gearing of Australian/Export 

sales in determining the prescribed percentage. 
4. Recognising Sultanas as the lead variety with the prescribed 

percentage restrictions applying only to this variety and allow
ing full equalization of Currants and Raisins. 

5. Replacement of the prescribed percentage mechanism with 
DVF market entitlements. 

It was indicated to Government that options 4 and 5 were those 
market entitlem~nts. 
The Government has rejected the options submitted by the 
AD.F.A. and these proposals will now need to be put to the 
forthcoming I.A. C. inquiry. 

11 .4 Assignment of Statutory Equalization Payments: During the 
year the A.D.F.A. sought legal advice on the wording necessary 
to allow the assignment of Statutory Equalization payments 
directly to Packers' fruit pools acco1,.1nts: The direct payment of 
equalization payments to the Packers' pool accounts will reduce 
interest costs to growers and also the unnecessary expense ·of 
maintaining a separate equalization trust account. The existing 
Packers' pool accounts are already trust accounts on b~half of 
growers. 
The advice received was relayed to all dried vine fruit Packers 
and allowed the successful implementation of assignments for 
the 1 988 and subsequent harvests. 
The AD.F .A. also supported this initiative with appropriate adver
tisements and press releases in all newspapers in dried vin~ fruit 
producing districts. 
Statutory Equalization was applied to Curran-ts, Sultanas and 
Raisins of the 1 987 Season, and will also apply to Currants and 
Sultanas of the 1988 Season. 
Statutory Equalization will not cover Raisins of the 1 988 Season 
as this variety did not achieve the trigger tonnage of 3,000 ton
nes. 
A voluntary Industry equalization Conducted by the A.D.F.A. Will 
be used to equalise returns from Season 1 988 Raisins. 

11.5 Voluntary Equalization: The success of the Industry agreement 
to conduct voluntary progressive adjustments on Currants and 
Raisins of the 1986 Season led to the development of a three 
year agreement to cover dried vine truits of the Seasons 198 7, 
1988and 1989. 
This three year agreement has been signed by all parties to it, ex
cept Robinvale Producers Co-operative. The non-A.D.F.A. 
Packer, Angas Park Fruit Co. Pty. Ltd., is a party to the agree
ment. Robinvale Producers has declined to sign a three year 
agreement despite intensive efforts by the Board and the·Chair
man to reach this conclusion. 
However Rob'1nva!e Producers had indicated its willingness to 
participate in voluntary equalization of dried vine fruits of the 
1987 and 1988 seasons. 
Furthermore, the Board has obtained legal advice that indicates 
that Robinvale Producers is effectively bound by the three year 
agreement due to the signature of its Agent, Australian Fruit
growers' Marketing Company Pty. Ltd. 

11.6 D.V.F. Market Entitlements: The Board has continued to pursue 
the implementation of DVF market entitlements but is now of the 
view that this is not achievable within the short term. The present 
favourable conditions within the dried vine fruits sector indicates 
that there would be little local support for implementation, and 
both Federal and State Governments have failed to be convinced 
of the benefits of the scheme. 

11.7 Australian Horticultural Corporation: The A.D.F-.A. was 
successful in modifying proposals for an Australian Horticultural 
Corporation by providing for the exclusion of dried fruits from this 
Corporation. 
The GovernmSnt has proceeded with the formation of an Aus
tralian Horticultural Corporation. 

12-July, 1 988 

However the Government has warned that dried fruits may be ab
sorbed into the Australian Horticultur'ai-Corporation unless the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation is reformed in accordance 
with the Government's pol'lcy on Primary Industry Statutory 
M_arketing Authorities. 

11.8 Reform of the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation: Nego
tiations with Government for the reform of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation are well advanced. 
The Government proposals centre around establishing a 
Corporation with an increased corporate identity and indepen
dence, with less restrictive controls and interference from Can
berra. 
The method of appointment of members to the Corporation is 
essential to this concept. It is proposed that future Corporation 
members will be chosen solely for their experience and exper
tise, and not as representatives of.growers or any other sector. 
The A.D.F.A. has agreed to recommendations to the Minister for 
appointment to the Corporation to be made by a Selection Com
mittee, the criteria for appointment being: 
(a) the production of dried fruits in Australia and a capacity to 

assess overseas production and the inter-relationship which 
affects returns to producers 

{b) the handling, storing, processing and packaging of dried 
fruit 

(c) the export marketing of dried fruit 
(d) marketing or promotion 
(e) business management or finance. 
Importantly, Industry will have a majority of members on the 
Selection Committee and will be able to provide further criteria at 
the time of selection but must recommend a balanced Corpora
tion with the ability to achieve the necessary Corporate goals. 
Matters still subject to negotiation with the Government include 
the desirable level of interaction between the A.D.F.A. and the 
Corporation, particularly for Australian consumption; the degree 
of overlap between membership of the Board of Management and 
the Corporation which is essential for the proper.co-ordination of 
the Industry; and the method of formal accounting of the 
Corporation to Industry, whether via an annual general meeting or 
to the A.D.F.A. Federal Council. 
As amending legislation is planned for Septembe'r/October 
1988, it is likely that these points will be resolved by the time of 
Federal Council. 

11.9 Additional Packing Licences: During the year an application 
was made to the Dried Fruits Board of South Australia for the 
establishment of a Prune packing plant in the Southern Vales dis
trict of South Australia. 
The A.D.F.A. Chairman and General Manager appeared at the 
State Board hearing into this matter and opposed the application. 
On completing its investigations the Dried Fruits Board deter
miried to refuse the application. However this decision was over
ruled by the South Australian Governor and Minister for Agri
culture with the applicant being adv'1sed that it would be granted 
both a Packers' and Dealers' registration. 
Under the terms of the South Australian Dried Fruits Act the deci
sion of the Governor in Council can be referred to an Appeal 
Board, and this is the course of action undertaken by the 
A.D.F.A. and practically every Dried Fruits Packe( and Dealer 
presently operating within SOuth Australia. 
Preparaf1ons are presently underway tor the conduct of this Ap
peal Board. The Appeal Board will be constituted by a represen
tative appointed by the Government, a representative appointed 
by the appellants (the Industry), a.nd chaired by a special magis
trate. 
The A.D.F.A. has prepared a substantive argument opposing the 
granting of further licences on the twin criteria of maximising 
economic efficiency of processing and the need to balance 
market power. The A.D.F.A. has retained expert legal advisors to 
ensure that its case is presented to best advantage to the Appeal 
Board. 
The A.D.F.A. has also written to the Premier of South Australia 
criticising the actions of the Government in approving further 
licences in defiance of the recommendations of the Dried Fruits 
Soard and withs>VJQQ_nsul@tiQO_ w_ith the DriE!d Fn".its lnQ!!_~try. 
It is believed that the decision to grant further registrations is in 
line with a Green Paper on the Dried Fruit Industry in SoUth 
Australia presently being prepared for the Minister of Agriculture, 
Mr. Kym Mayes. The A.D.F.A. has written to Mr. Mayes express
ing its concern that no member of the Dried Fruits Industry has 
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been consulted in regard to the preparation of this important 
policy document. 

11.1 0 Underwriting: The Dried Sultana Production Underwriting Act 
provides a guaranteed minimum return for dried Sultanas. Under
writing does not apply to other dried vine fruits, dried tree fruits, 
nor prunes. 
nor prunes. 
The underwritten minimum return is determined as 80% of the 
average export returns for the previous three seasons. There will 
be no underwriting payment on Season 1987 nor Season 1988 
Sultanas. 

Administration 
1 2.1 Representation Review: Federal Council 1987 formed a 

Representation Review Committee to investigate and report on 
appropriate representation levels for both Federal Council and 
the Board of Management. 
As a result of its investigations this Committee is recommending 
increases in grower participation at both Federal Council and on 
the Board of Management. The recommendations of this Com
mittee are enclosed as a separate report. 
Until these recommendations are considered, the composition of 
Federal Council1988 will be determined in accordance with the 
resolution of Federal Council1975. Branch tonnages on a 5 year 
average up to and including Season 1987 form the basis for 
Federal Council representation. Further detaiis in this regard are 
attached as Appendix 9. 

12.2 National Farmers' Federation: The A.D.F.A. is a Full Com
modity Member of the National Farmers' Federation. Despite the 
fact that it exercises only one vote within this forum, the A.D.F .A. 
is being recognised as a strong representative of the horticultural 
sector. 
This recognition is largely due to the input provided by Mr. 
Tankard, Chairman of the Board of Management, who is also the 
A.D.F.A.'s representative to the N.F.F. 
The Board remains aware that there are major policy differences 
between the A.D.F.A. and the N.F.F., particularly in the area of 
trade and protection policy. 
Despite these differences, the Board believes that continued 
membership of the N. F. F. is warranted due to both the impact the 
A.D.F.A. can have on moderating policies not suitable to the 
horticultural sector, and the significant achievements that the 
N.F.F. are making in terms of representation and recognition of 
the importance of the Australian Primary Industry sector. 

12.3 International liaison: During the year the Chairman of the Board 
of Management, Mr. Tankard, visited South Africa and examined 
first hand the operation of their dried fruits industry. 
The assistance and courtesy offered to Mr. Tankard by the South 
African industry was reciprocated during the 1988 Australian 
harvest. Dr. Amo Visser and Mr. David Smit formed the South 

African delegation which examined aspects of the operation of 
both the Australian dried vine fruit and dried tree fruit industries. 

12.4 liaison and Media: The Board records its appreciation to the 
many members of the media who have assisted the A.D.F.A. 
over the past year. These many people have greatly assisted the 
Board in its efforts to keep growers, other Industry members, and 
the general public aware of major happenings w"1thin the Industry 
and the issues facing it. 
While the "Australian Dried Fruits News" has a continuing role in 
this regard, local media outlets, together with Branch meetings, 
remain the most important arms of Industry outreach. 
The Board specially acknowledges the· co-operation of Mr. 
George Tilley in editing and assisting in the preparation of media 
releases. 

12.5 Staff: The Board commends the highly professional and 
dedicated efforts of the A.D.F.A. staff, whether at Head Office, 
Food Advisory Services, or at the Mildura Sales Centre. The 
Board looks forward to a similar high level of commitment and 
contribution from the new staff required for the Mildura Kiosk and 
the Sydney Retail Outlet. 

12.6 Auditor: The accountancy firm of G. R. Rowse and Co., has con
tinued to work as auditors to the A.D.F.A., and to A.D.F.A. af
filiates. 

1 2. 7 Government: Close liaison has been maintained with Govern
ment members; Members of Parliament; the Officers of various 
Government departments including the Department of Primary 
Industries and Energy, and the State Departments of Agriculture; 
C.S.I.R.O., the Australian Dried Fruits Corporation; and the 
various State Boards and the Consultative Committee. 
The Board records its sincere appreciation to all those who have 
assisted the Industry throughout the past year. 

Appendices 
The following reports are attached and form part of the Board's Report. 

Appendix 1 Comparative Account Sales 
Appendix 2 Australian Market Development 
Appendix 3 Production Problems Committee 
Appendix 4 Salinity 
Appendix 5 Viticultural Nursery Committee 
Appendix 6 Sunraysia Dried Fruits and Health Foods 
Appendix 7 DVF Market Research and Development Unit 
Appendix 8 Standardised Classing and Sorting 
Appendix 9 Branch Tonnage and Grower Representation 
Appendix 1 0 Receivals Review 
Appendix 11 Weed Seeds 

For and on behalf of the Board of Management 

June, 1988. 
H. M. Tankard, 

CHAIRMAN 
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Dried Fruit 
Dressing Oils -

What Do They Do? 
Dressing oils play an important part in present· 

ing dried vine fruit to the buyers in an attractive, 
fresh and free running condition. 

The methods used to dry and process 
sultanas tend to damage the skins of the berries. 
This results in the sugars from inside the berry 
oozing onto the surface, giving rise to a sticky, 
unattractive product. 

Consequently, a small "dressing" of oil is ap
plied to sultanas during the final stage of pro
cessing for the following reasons: 
1. It prevents berries from drying out further 

and the formation of unsightly sugar 
crystals on the surface. 

2. It improves the appearance of fruit by im
parting a glossy sheen to the berries. 

3. It improves the free running properties of 
fruit and helps to prevent the formation of 
large clumps which are difficult to break up. 

4. It gives fruit a much longer shelf life. 
Naturally any dressing oils which are applied to 

sultanas must conform to a number of regula· 
tions required for food product additives. They 
must be non-toxic, tasteless or beneficial to the 
taste and to have a considerable shelf life stabili
ty. 

Traditionally, paraffin {a mineral oil) has been 
used as a dressing oil. However, due to the 
possibility of paraffin treated fruit being rejected 
by many overseas countries because of health 
concerns, the Australian industry has replaced 
paraffin with Durkex 500, a vegetable based oil. 

The major problem with vegetable based oils is 
that they are subject to oxidation -that is they 
react with the air, which can lead to the forma
tion of off flavours. Oxidation is the same pro
cess by which iron and air react to form rust. To 
help overcome this problem, Durkex is a hydro
genated vegetable oil - this means that it has 
had extra hydrogen added to make it more 
stable. 

Annually, dressing oils worth over $1 million 
are purchased by local packing companies. 
Although Durkex is performing satisfactorily on 
dried sultanas, the dried fruit industry is keen to 
examine any other oils which.may perform bet
ter, or are cheaper than Durkex. 

Several chemical companies are actively in
volved in research to produce new dressing oils 
and have recently produced two experimental 
batches which warrant further investigation. In 
response, the industry, through the processing 
research committee has developed a testing 
program designed to thoroughly assess each oil. 
The tests will be conducted by DARA at the 
Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, lrymple, and will 
be financed by the companies supplying the oils. 

The evaluation is divided into two broad 
categories as follows: 

1. Chemical Specifications: A range of 
analytical tests will be carried out to determine 
the chemical composition of the oil and to check 
for the presence of any impurities. 

2. Storage Qualities: These tests have been 
designed to determine whether any rancidity or 
off flavours develop in fruit stored at different 
temperatures for up to two years. Durkex treated 
fruit will be included for comparison. As well as 
assessing taste, other parameters such as col
our, moisture content and stickiness will also be 
examined. 
14-July, 1988 

Robert Hayes, Sunraysia 
Horticultural Centre, lrymple. 

It may turn out that neither of these oils are as 
good as Durkex. Conversely one or both may be 
considerably better and/or cheaper. If the 
Australian D.V.F. industry is to consistently pre
sent its buYers with attractive, fresh, free runn-

ing fruit; it is essential that this type of research 
is carried out. As always, quality wilt be the basis 
for successful marketing in an increasingly com
petitive environment. 

The relatively high melting point of about 239C means that during 
winter, Dur~ex must be heated before application. 

Applying dressing oils during processing. It is essential 
application rates are used. 
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S. Nagarajah The uHilling Method" of Soil 
Management in Heavy Soils Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, irymple. 

Cane growth and crop yield in grapevines are 
generally lower in heavy soils than in light soils. 
The soil factors responsible for reduced vigour 
of vines in heavy soils 8.re usually poor soil aera
tion and low soil temperature, which are caused 
by the high water content. of these soils. Under 
conditions of poor soil aeration and low soil 
temperature vine roots do not function properly. 

The "hilling method" of soil management can 
partially improve the growing conditions for roots 
in heavy soils. The method involves throwing up 
of a bank of soil" along the_ vine row and pro
moting root growth in this less compacted bank 
of soil. The bank of soil can be triangular in 
shape with a height of 30cm and a· Width of 
90cm. These dimensions of the bank would pro
vide sufficient volume of soil for root growth. 
Once the bank is established, the soil should not 
be disturbed because this would damage the 
roots growing in the bank. Weed control along 
the bank should be done using weedicides. Vine 
roots growing in the bank of soil will be better 
aerated and be at a higher temperature than 
roots in the deeper layers of the soil profile. Note 
that improving the growing environment for roots 
in heavy soils will also reduce lime-induced
chlorosis {leaf yellowing condition) in these 
soils. 

Some preliminary results obtained in a study of 
the "hilling method" of soli management are 
presented in this paper. In the study, com
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p'arison was made of root growth, soil 
temperature, pruning weight and crop yield in 
"hilled" and "unhilled" grapevines. The study 
was done using young Sultana/Ramsey 
rootstock vines which were growing in a heavy 
soil. The vines were planted in October 1985 
and the bank of soil formed for the "hilled"' vines 
in November 1985. 

Rooting Patterns 

B 

0 

" E 
0 

:I'- 40 

I-
a. 
UJ 
0 60 

...1 
6 
(/) 60 

'" 

'" 

Figure 1: The rooting patterns of "unhllled" 
(A) and "hilled" (B) Sultana/Ramsey 
vines which were 20 months old. 
The area of each rectangle is pro
portional to the length of roots pre
sent in 1 Ocm depth intervals of the 
soil profile. 

Figure 1 : Shows the rooting patterns of "hill
ed" and "unhilled" vines when roots 
were examined in June 1987, i.e. 
20 mo•.ths after planting the vines. 
There were four main differences 
between the rooting patterns of "hill-

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

Figure 2: 

ed" and "unhilled" vines. 
"Hilled" vines developed roots in the 
undervine bank of soil. 
"Hilled" vines had a bigger root 
system than "unhilled" vines in the 
0-60cm depth of the soil profile. 
"Hilled" vines had 40% more root 
length than "unhilled" vines. 
"Hilled" vines had a smaller root 
system than "unhi11ed" vines in the 
60-1 OOcm depth of the soil profile. 
Soil temperature at a depth of 20cm 
in "hilled" {· 0

•
0

-) and "unhilled" 
{-•-•-) vines. In "hilled" vines the 
soil temperature was measured at 
20cm depth in the bank of soil. The 
soil temperature was measured at 
hourly intervals from 14h on 
23·9-87 to 14h on 25-9-87. 
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Soil Temperature 

TIME, hou!S 

Figure 2: Shows the soil temperature at a 
depth of 20cm in the "hilled" and 
"unhilled" vines. The "hilled" vines 
had a higher soil temperature than 
the "unhilled" vines except when 
the minimum soil temperature was 
reached at 10h, Le. 10 a.m. The 
maximum difference in soil 
temperature between the "hilled" 

and "unhilled" vines was observed 
when the soil temperature reached 
its maximum value at 18h, i.e. 6 
p.m. 

Pruning Weight 
The pruning weight obtained from the vines in 

June 1 987 is shown in Table 1. 
Table 1. Pruning weight of "hilled" and "unhill

ed" vines, g. 
''Hilled'' 

2118 
"Unhilled" 

1500 
Hilling increased pruning weight by 41 %. 

Crop Yield 
The first yield data obtained from the vines in 

March 1988 is shown in Table 2. 
Table 2. The crop yield from "hilled" and 

"unhilled" vines, dry weight, kg. 
''Hilled'' "Unhilled'' 

8.50 7.57 
Note that hilling increased crop yield only by 

about 12%. 

In summary, the study has shown that the "hill
ing method" of soil management has markedly 
increased root growth and cane growth in vines, 
but crop yield to date has been increased only 
by a relatively smaller amount. It is possible that 
the vines have not shown greater increase in 
crop yield because of the excessive shoot 
growth in Ramsey rootstock vines. Studies are 
now in progress to obtain information on the 
growth and yield responses to "hilling" in own 
rooted Sultana vines. Nevertheless, the 
preliminary results obtained so far are being 
published here for two reasons. Firstly, the 
responses observed in ''hilled" vines in heavy 
soils appear promising, and secondly, the "hill
ing method" of soil management is a simple 
method of soil management which growers can 
try out in their vineyards. 

Acknowledgement: I wish to thank Paul 
Nicolias for allowing me to carry out the study in 
his vineyard. 

'Orchidisc' takes a new approach 

Gn'zzly S Orchidisc in action. 
Grizzly Engineering has released three new "Firstly, the two opposing sides cancel out 

models of its latest disc plough, dubbed the "Or· side thrust. The machines therefore pull straight 
chidisc." with reduced wheel slip and power loss. 

As its name suggests, it has been designed as "A second advantage of the tandem is that 
a trailed unit tor use behind the 40-70 both sides of the plough cut at an even depth. 
horsepower tractors found on orchards and fruit This means that the machine does not leave 
blocks throughout Australia. ridges or gutters, and that is a great advantage 

Development of the Orchidisc is estimated to when considering dr~inage and effective water 
be more than $50,000 and involved making management. 
three prototypes. "Level ground is also of considerable benefit 

According to Gavan Monk, development of· when general movement around the orchard, 
ficer at Grizzly, other small machines in the where other tasks, spraying, picking and so on 
Grizzly range - when considering strictly or· are to be periormed." 
chard work- had many of the short-comings of An ingenious hinged device which has been 
other machines on the market, so a new ap- protected by patents was developed so that the 
preach was needed. machine could be left in the ground when turning 
Tandem Design at headlands. The hinge allows the front and 

"We settled on a trailed tandem design which back halves of the machine to move in-
simply means two conventional machines dependently, and strategically shifts the forces 
representing the right and left half of the plough within the disc gangs sufficiently to allow the 
opposing one another," Mr. Monk said. plough to work evenly through 90° and even 

"We have used this system because it has two 180 o turns. 
distinct advantages over the conventional Wheel System 
designs which have been available, largely un- A hydraulically controlled wheel system gives 
changed for many years. satisfactory transport height and depth control, 
16-July, 1988 

while being designed to keep in with the overall 
low profile of the machine, so that the possibility 
of fouling branches and trellises etc is minimis
ed. 

Front spats on both sides of the plough serve 
as guards to prevent the front disc throwing soil 
against trees or vines. 

Mr. Monk said: "It has taken a lot of effort and 
many alterations to find satisfactory answers to 
the shortcomings of orchard discs. The test 
ploughs have done more miles around the coun
try than Cliff Young, so as to make the Orchidisc 
suitable to all areas. 

All of the orchardists and grape growers who 
have used the machine have been very impress
ed with what the machine will do." 

Daryl Curnow, a stone fruit grower of 
Woorinen, highlighted the ability of the machine 
to, "track straight, leave the ground level and 
plough around headlands," as being the best 
features of the machine. 

The Orchidisc is now available in 16, 20 and 
24 plate models, with cutting widths of 72", 90" 
and 1 08" respectively. 

Grizzly Engineering Pty. Ltd is based at Swan 
Hill, Vic. Phone (050) 32 9155. 

Gavan Monk 
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The Tillage Alternative 
John Slack, Special Horticulturist (lrri.galion), N.S.W. Agriculture & Fisheries, Yanco Agricultural Institute, 

Soil degradation through excessive cultivation 
leading to soil compaction, poor water infiltration 
and run-off are some of the problems faced by 
prune growers practising clean tillage in the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas of New South 
Wales. 

Regular ploughing of the soil before every se
cond or third irrigation only worsens the soils 
condition for the next irrigation. 

Faced with this problem, Roy Sainty, an ex
perienced orchardist from Hanwood, near Grif
fith decided to try a combination of sod culture 
between the tree rows and chemical weed con7 
trol along the row. Roy, who has been using this 
system for about 1 5 years is convinced the 
benefits outweigh any disadvantages the system 
may have. 

In this article, I asked Roy some questions 
growers ask when considering adopting sod 
culture/herbicide strip method of soil manage
ment. 

Roy, what are the benefits of sod culture in 
prune orchards? 

The benefits I see are: 
*All weather access- After a shower of rain, 

a clean cultiv8ted orchard becomes boggy. With 
sod or grass on the orchard floor, I can drive into 
the orchard after rain and resume mechanical 
harvesting or spray the orchard for pest or 
diseases. 

*Cooler orchard - I have been in cultivated 
orchards in the middle of summer and the air 
temperature is very hot. I would rather work in a 
cool orchard than a hot one. Just imagine what 
the high soil temperature is having on the tree 
and root activity. Roots cannot survive in very 
hot soils. 

Pre-harvest or Christmas drop of fruit is reduc
ed in a cooler orchard. Fruit drop is thought to be 
triggered by high internal fruit temperatures, 
which affects the hormone balance within the 
tree and fruit. A lower temperature within the or
chard reduces this drop as well as the amount of 
sunburnt fruit. 

*Better watering - Without doubt this is the 
major benefit of using sod. Regular cultivation, 
particularly with the soil types we have in the 
Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas, has destroyed 
their structure leading to slaking, surface sealing 
and compaction layers. Soil water penetration. 
decreases and run-off is greater. 

In fact, the amount of .available water to the 
tree is less under 9ultivation than sod. With sod, 
'«ater penetrates deeper into the soil profile in· 
creasing the soil moisture reservoir available to 
the tree. 

Wh"en regular cultivation is carried out, the 
block is refurrowed and these are reconnected 
to the head ditches by hand. This could be car
ried out half a dozen times during the season. 
With sod this operation is eliminated altogether. 

*Less dust - I have always found that dusty 
orchards are not only unpleasant to work in, but 
there is always problems with mites. Sod culture 
means less spraying. 

* Labour and machinery- Skilled labour is re· 
quired when cultivating an orchard and growers 
carry this out themselves. Mowing is straight tor· 
ward and can be carried out by anyone who can 
drive a tractor. 

Sod culture requires access to a slasher, 
suitable herbicide equipment and a tractor. 
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have found you do not need a large tractor to do 
this job and a small tractor is suitable. 

Can we come back to irrigation. Growers are 
under the Impression that their water bill will be 
higher. What is your experience? 

In theory water use increases, however this 
has not been reflected in my water bills. I do not 
really think that this is a signifiGant factor when 
you are considering sod. My irrigations are more 
efficient using sod. I know that during an irriga
tion, water is penetrating deeper into the soil and 
the amount of available soil is increased. 
Remember that regular mowing of the sod 
reduces plant water use alsO. 

Correct irrigation is vital to obtaining a profit
able prune yields. I keep an eye on the Water 
Watch figures and from experience I know that 
during the height of summer I am watering every 
7 to 8 days. 

What about fertilising your orchard? 
For some time now I have been using water 

run urea. You could expect nitrogen use to in
crease particularly with grass growing in the or
chard. It is a very efficient way of getting 
nitrogen into the root zone and the losses to the 
atmosphere are reduced. The grasses respond 
to this fertiliser and additional mowings are re
quired during the summer months. I have used 
very low rates of herbicide to check grass 
growth which has reduced mowing frequency. 

I advise growers to monitor nutrient levels us
ing leaf analysis and adjust their fertiliser pro
grams accordingly. 

How would a grower prepare his orchard for 
sod culture? 

Let's assume that the grower is switching from 
clean cultivation to sod culture in a mature or· 
chard. The first thing I would examine is the 
slope down the irrigation run. In a new block of 
prunes, this can be rectified before planting. 
Depending on the soil type, I like to see a slope 
of 1 in 800 and no flatter than 1 in 1 000. 

Remember, you are pushing water through 
short grass and flow rates need to be high. I use 
syphons with a reasonably high flow rate which 
means the water is down to the end relatively 
quickly and waterlogging does not occur. 

It is a good idea to check whether the orchard 
requires gypsum and or lime. A soil test provides 
this information. Prior to sowing the sod or letting 
native grasses grow, I place a bank on either 
side of the tree which. controls water movement 
down the irrigation run. 

What type of sod would you grow and when? 

I know that some growers are getting good 
results sowing ryegrass and clover, however I 
prefer native grasses such as Broome grass to 
establish themselves. It depends upon the situa
tion and the weeds or grasses within the in
dividual blocks whether you so or let nature do 
the job. 

The sod should be established after harvest~ 
from March to May so the site is ready for or
chard operations during winter and spring. 

How do you control Weeds such as paspalum 
and dock? 

Spot spraying of perennial weeds is essential 
and growers must be prepared to periodically 
spray to control these weeds before they get out 
of hand. If weeds are out of control it may be 
necessary to recultivate the block and start 
again. ' 

I control weeds along the tree row by band 
spraying. There are a range of herbicides that 
are registered for this purpose. 

What about fruit yields from orchards under 
sod? 

There are a number of factors that determine 
fruit yields. As most growers know, d'•Agen 
prune yields tend to fluctuate. Regular pruning, 
attention to irrigation management, nutrition and 
pest and disease control contribute to cropping 
levels. Provided orchard management is soUpd 
there should be little affects on yield. 

From what you have told us Roy there are 
more benefits to be gained from using sod within 
your orchard than using clea'n cultivation.? 

I believe that this is the case ~there is more to 
life than spending it sitting on a tractor culti
vating! 
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AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
Favourites at home and around the world. 

Australian Dried Fruits are great world 
travellers. The French are tempted by Raisins in 
the 'French Silk Cake' and enjoy Currants with 
'Fillet of Pork with Currant Brandy Sauce'. The 
Canadians savour Sultanas with 'Pecan Cinna
mon Muffins'. Meanwhile the West Germans en
joy Prunes with 'Pork and Sauerkraut'. 

These recipes reflect the versatility of Dried 
Fruits worldwide. They are delicious used in 
every part of the menu and here in Australia we 
like them - anyway! 

Australia 
Aussie Fruit Cake 

Here's what you need: 
185g butter, softened; 1% cups castor sugar; 
x 250g packet cream cheese, softened at 

room temperature; 1 % teaspoons vanilla es
sence; 4 eggs; 2 cups plain flour; 1 % teaspoons 
baking powder; 2 cups Mixed Fruit; %cup chop
ped walnuts 2 teaspoons grated orange rind. 

Here's what you do: 
Beat together the softended butter and sugar, 

then add the cream cheese and vanilla essence 
and mix until well blended. Add the eggs one at a 
time, beating well after each addition. Gradually 
mix in the sifted flour and baking powder. Fold in 
the Mixed Fruit, walnuts and orange rind. Spoon 
the mixture into a greased and lined 23cm pan 
and bake in a moderate oven for 1 % hours or un
til cooked. 

Australian Chook 
Here's what you need: 
6 rashers bacon; 60g butter; 1 medium onion,· 

coarsely chopped; 1 teaspoon chopped tarra
gon {optional); 4 tablespoons flour; % teaspoon 
ground pepper; 1 teaspoon salt; 1 teaspoon 
paprika; 1 large chicken (size 14 or 15), cut into 
joints; 3% cups white wine; 16 prunes, stones 
removed; 1 cup Sultanas; ~ cup Seeded 
Raisins. 

Here's what you do: 
In a large frypan cook the bacon until crisp. 

Remove from the pan and add the butter. Fry the 
onion until softened and add the tarragon. 
Remove from the pan. In a paper bag, mix to
gether the flour, pepper, salt and paprika. Toss 
the chicken joints in this mix. Brown the chicken 
in the same pan with the ba_con fat and butter, on 
all sides. Place in a large casserole dish, cover 
with the cooked bacon, pour on the remaining fat 
from the pan and add the onion. 

Stir the wine into the pan to deglaze it and pour 
the resulting liquid into the casserole. Add the 
dried Fruits to the casserole, cover and cook in a 
moderate oven for 45 minutes, remove lid and 
continue baking until tender. Delicious when 
served with baked potatoes in their jacket and 
steamed vegetables. 
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France 
Fillet of Pork 

Fillet of pork with Currant brandy sauce (serv
ed on a bed of saffron rice). Serves 4. 

Here's what you need: 
1 large pork fillet or 4 small fillets; 30g butter; 

% cup Currants; 1 teaspoon lemon juice; % cup 
calvados or brandy. 

Saffron Rice: 
1% cups uncooked long grain rice; 2 cups 

water; 2 tablespoons butter; % teaspoon salt; 1 
tablespoon lemon juice; 1 teaspoon saffron 
threads or% teaspoon powdered saffron; % cup 
Currants; % cup pine nuts, lightly toasted. 

Here's what you do: 
Slice the pork fillet(s) into 6mm slices and pan 

fry in the butter. Arrange pork slices on the saff
ron rice. Keep warm while preparing the sauce. 
Skim any fat from the pan juices, and fry the Cur
rants until plump, approximately 2 minutes. De· 
glaze the pan with the lemon juice and liqueur 
and gently warm through. Pour the sauce over 
the pork and serve immedaitely. 

Saffron Rice: 
Place the rice in a colander and wash under 

running water until the water runs clear. Bring 
the water, butter, salt, lemon juice and saffron to 
the boil in a heavy pan. Stir in the rice and Cur
rants and return to the boil. Reduce the heat, 
cover the pan with a well-fitting lid, and simmer 
for 20 minutes. The rice should now be tender, 
the grains separate and all the water absorbed. 
Leave the pan covered, remove it from the heat 
and leave to stand for 10 minutes. Stir the 
toasted pine nuts through the rice. Place on a 
warming serving dish just prior to service. 

French Silk Cake 
Here's what you need: 
Crust: 
% cup plain flour; 90g unsalted butter, soften

ed; 1/3 cup pecan nuts, chopped finely; 3 table· 
spoons brown sugar. 

Filling: 
60g unsweetened chocolate; 125g unsalted 

butter, softened; %cup castor sugar; 2 eggs; 1 
cup Seeded Raisins, chopped finely. 

Cream: 
1 cup cream; 2 teaspoons creme de cacao or 

your favourite liqueur. 
Garnish: 
C~ocolate flakes; fresh rose petals; cry-

stallised voilets (optional). 
Here's what you do: 
Crust: 
Combine flour and softened butter in a bowl. 

Add chopped pecan nuts and sugar and work in
to a soft paste. (This step may be done in a food 
processor). Press mixture onto base of a well
greased 28cm x 18cm slice tray. Bake in a 
moderate oven for 20 minutes or until golden 
brown. Let the crust cool on tray on a rack. 

Filling: 
Melt chocolate over hot water. Set aside to 

cool. Cream softened butter until smooth, then 
beat in sugar. Add eggs, one at a time, beating 
well after each addition. Stir melted and cooled 
chocolate into mixture with Seeded Raisins. 
Combine thoroughly. Spread chocolate mixture 
over crust and chill for 2 hours. 

Cream: 
Whip cream until it holds soft peaks, then fold 

in creme de cacao. Beat cream again until a stiff 
consistency Is reached. 

To assemble: 
Carefully removed chilled crust mixture from 

pan and with a serrated knife, halve it length
wise. Place one half, crust side down, on a serv
ing plate and spread with half the whipped cream 
mixture. Place other crust half, crust side down, 
on top of cream. Decorate with remaining whip
ped cream and garnish with chocolate flakes. 
Place cake in freezer. 

To serve: 
Remove cake from freezer about one hour 

before serving. Slice while still frozen and allow 
to stand at room temperature until needed. Gar
nish with fresh rose petals {and crystallised 
violets if liked). This may be served as either 
cake or dessert. 

New Zealand 
Raisin, Walnut and Sour 

Cream Pie 
Here's what you need: 

Pastry: 
1 1/3 cups plain flour; 3 tablespoons corn

flour; 2 tablespoons icing sugar; 125g butter, 
chilled and cut into cubes; 1 egg, lightly beaten. 

Filling: 
2 eggs, beaten; % cup soft brown sugar; 2 

teaspoons lemon juice; % teaspoon ground nut
meg~ ~ teaspoon ground cloves; 250g sour 
cream; 1 cup Seeded Raisins; 1 cup walnuts, 
chopped. 

Here's what you do: 
Pastry: 
In a food processor combine the flours and ic

ing sugar. Add the butter and process for 15-20 
seconds or until combined. Add the egg and pro
cess a further few seconds. Turn out onto a 
lightly floured surface and knead lightly, forming 
into a baiL Cover and allow pastry to rest in the 
refrigerator for 20 minutes before rolling out. 
Roll out pastry to fit a 23cm pie plate, and bake 
blind for 1 0 minutes. 

Filling: 
Whisk together the eggs, brown sugar, lemon 

juice, spices and sour cream. Stir through the 
Raisins and walnuts. Pour the mixture into the 
pie crust and bake in a moderate oven until set 
and golden brown. Delicious served plain or 
accompanied by cream. 
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Canada 
Pecan Cinnamon Muffins 

Ingredients: 
125g butter, softened; 2/3 cup brown sugar, 

firmly packed; 2 eggs; 2 cups plain flour; 1 tea
spoon baking powder; 2 teaspoons cinnamon; 
~ teaspoon ground nutmeg; 1 cup light sour 
cream or natural yoghurt; 1% cups pecan nut 
pieces; 1 cup Sultanas. 

Method: 
Cream together the butter and sugar until light 

and fluffy. Add the eggs one at a time beating 
well after each addition. Sift the flour, baking 
powder and spices, and add to the creamed mix
ture alternately with the sour cream. Stir until in
gredients are just combined - do not overbeat. 
Stir in pecan nuts and Sultanas. Spoon mixture 
'mto lightly greased muffin pans filling % full. 
Bake in a moderate oven for approximately 
20-25 minutes or until golden brown. Delicious 
served warm. Makes approximately 24 muffins. 

India 
Indian lamb Curry 

Here's what you need: 
2 tablespoons oil; 750g diced lamb; 1 onion, 

finely chopped; 1 clove garlic, crushed; 1 small 
red capsicum, chopped; 2 stalks celery, sliced; 
2/3 cup coconut milk; 1-1 Y4 cups beef stock; 1 
cup Sultanas; % cup plain yoghurt; 2 small 
bananas or apple peeled and thinly sliced, op
tional. 

Curry blend: 
1 tablespoon curry powder; % teaspoon 

ground ginger; % teaspoon turmeric; % tea
spoon parpika; ~~4 teaspoon cayenne pepper; 1 
tablespoon flour; 1 teaspoon salt; % teaspoon 
freshly ground black pepper. 

Here's what you do: 
Heat oil-in fry pan, add meat and brown well. 

Remove from pan and fry off onion, garlic, capsi· 
cum and celery for 3 minutes. Combine ingre
dients for curry blend, stir in the vegetable mix
ture and cook for 1 minute. Combine coconut 
milk and stock, add to vegetables. Stir until 
sauce thickens, cover and simmer for 5 mintues. 
Add lamb and Sultanas. Cover and continue to 
cook over a low heat for 1 hour or until meat is 
tender. Stir occasionally during cooking. 
Remove from heat, blend yoghurt with a small 
quantity of the curry sauce. Add yoghurt and 
fruit to curry and reheat gently. Serve with rice, 
pappadams and if desired a selection of Indian 
side dishes, e.g. chutney, bananas sprinkled 
with lemon juice and tossed in cocout, Dried 
Fruits - Mixed Fruits, Sultanas, Dried Apricots, 
chopped cucumber mixed with yoghurt or sour 
cream. 
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West Germany 
Pork and SS~uerkraut 

Here's what you need: 
30g butter; 4 pork chops; 2 white onions, slic

ed; 1% tablespoons plain flour; 1 cup stock 
{chicken or beef); % cup red wine or port wine; 
Y2 teaspoon dried chilli pieces {optional); 1 x 
500g packet sauerkraut, well drained; 1 cup pit
ted Prunes, roughly chopped. 

Here's what you do: 
Melt the butter in a frypan and brown the pork 

chops. Remove from the pan, drain on absor
bent paper and keep warm. Fry the onions in the 
pan until golden brown. Remove from the pan 
and make a gravy by browning the flour and add
ing the stock. Simmer until smooth and reduced 
by one-third. Add the red wine and chilli pieces. 
In a large casserole place the drained sauerkraut 
on the base and layer with the pork chops, 
Prunes, onions and lastly pouring over the pre
pared gravy. Place in a moderate oven for 
approximately 30 minutes or until pork is cooked 
when tested. Serve immediately. 

United Kingdom 
Old Fashioned Bread Pudding 

Here's what you need: 
5 thin slices of bread; 2Y2 tablespoons butter; 

2 tablespoons lemon curd or jam; % cup Sul
tanas; cinnamon; 3 eggs; 1% tablespoons cas
tor sugar; 1% cups milk, warmed. 

Here's what you do: 
Remove the crusts from the bread, spread the 

slices with butter and lemon curd or jam, and cut 
into quarters. Grease an ovenproof dish and fill 
with layers of bread, sprinkling each layer with 
Sultanas and some cinnamon. Whisk the eggs 
and sugar together, then add the milk, combin
ing well. Pour the custard mixture over the 
bread. Sprinkle with extra cinnamon, and bake in 
a moderately slow oven for Y2 hour or until firm 
and golden brown. 

Currant and Jam Roly-Poly 
Here's what you need: 
1 quantity of suet crust pastry; 185g-250g 

your favourite jam, marmalade, strawberry, 
blackcurrant, plum, raspberry; %cup Currants. 

Here's what you do: 
Roll out the prepared pastry to a rectangle 

20cm x 30cm. Spread thickly with the jam to 
within 2.5cm of the edges and sprinkle with the 
Currants. Moisten the edges with a little water 
and roll up from the shortest side, pinching the 
ends to seal. Place on a greased baking tray with 
the join underneath and bake in a moderately hot 
oven for 40-50 minutes or until golden brown. 
Alternately place in a floured pudding cloth, tie 
securely (allowing a little room for swelling) and 
boil for approximately 1-1% hours. Serve hot 
with a thin custard sauce. 

Taiwan 
Spicy Peanut Raisin Sauce 
Here's what you need: 
2/3 cup unsalted peanuts; 2.5cm piece chop

P;ed green ginger; % cup fruit chutney; % cup 
Seeded Raisins; 3 tablespoons peanut butter; 1 
teaspoon chilli powder; 2 teaspoons curry pow
der; 2 teaspoons soy sauce; 1 clove garlic, 
crushed; 1 cup warm water; freshly ground pep
per, to taste. 

Here's what you do: 
Place everything in a food processor or 

blender. Process for one minute or until nuts are 
finely chopped. Place in a saucepan, bring to the 
boil and simmer for 1 0-12 minutes, stirring fre
quently. Serve warm or cold. 

Ireland 
Irish Fruit Cake 

Here's what you need: 
250g Seeded Raisins, chopped; 250g Sul

tanas; 1 25g mixed peel, chopped; 250g butter, 
softened; 375g soft brown sugar; finely grated 
rind of 1 lemon; 4 eggs; 300m stout; 1 tea
spoon bicarbonate of soda; 500g plain flour. 

Here's what you do: 
Combine the Raisins, Sultanas and mixed 

peel. Cream together the butter and sugar, and 
add the lemon rind. Lightly warm the stout and 
pour over the soda. Beat in the eggs. Fold the 
sifted flour into the creamed mixture alternately 
with the combined wet ingredients, mixing 
thoroughly. Fold in the Fruit mixture. Grease and 
line a 23cm pan and pour in mixture. Bake in a 
moderately slow oven for approximately 2% 
hours or until cooked when tested, reducing the 
temperature to slow after one hour. Allow to cool 
in the pan before turning out. This cake is best 
stored for at least a week before eating. 
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The funtion of the device 
The device is suitable to: 

the propagation of vine, fruit-trees, ornamental plants and shrubs, 
there-grafting and replacement of vine, 
grafting of fruit- trees and ornamental plants at the site. 

Particulars in connection with grafting: 
Thickness of the materials to be grafted should be 
about 6 to 12 mm. Buds over the thickness of 12 
mm are unsuitable. 
For the purpose of grafting cut off the grafts after 
falling of the leaves. Storage may be effected in 
soil, in a depth under frost-line, in bundles, in wet 
sand or at the temperature of 0 to + 2'C in 
refrigerator, in foil bags covered with wet paper. 
Grafting with these buds (grafting woody parts on 
woody ones) is to be carried out when the buds of 
the understock begin to sprout. 

Grafting green parts on 
green ones or woody 
parts on green ones 
should be carried out 
when the thickness of the 
understock is in the range 
between 8 and 12 mm. 

Some practical advice for the use of the device 
The knife applied in the device is on its cutting edge as 
thin as 0.2 mm, it is tempered and this fact might lead to 
the edge getting notched in case of wrong use. 
Therefore, it is essential that the first cuts be carried out 
with the utmost care. It is advisable to cut first materials 
not too hard (i.e. Vine-buds) and of a thickness of 8-10 
mm, taking care of the correct position of the bud. After 
having got practice in cutting, the knife will keep quality 
practically for an unlimited period of time. 
The cover plates No. 6, have been adjusted to cover the 
edge of the knife by about 0.5 mm in the open position of 
the device. Take care, that the buds should be placed in
to the device in a fully open state of the legs, in case to 
the contrary, the plates do not cover the edge of the knife 
and thus it may suffer damage, when pushing in the bud. 
The understock and the graft should be of same 
thickness if possible. 
The symmetry axle of the cutting profile should coincide 
with the axle line of the bud to be cut. 
The hollow part of the cut should always be placed into 
the understock. 
The cut on the grafting bud should be at a distance of 
about 1 0 mm from the burgeon. 
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