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THE ROAD AHEAD 
The problems which The A.D.F.A. Federal-Council --ha-s faced this ye_ar are bound up in the changing 

economic conditions of the Industry. It is as well, then, to take stock, both in retrospect and in what the future may 
hold, for it has been One of the most stabilising factors in the Dried Fruits Industry that growers have always 
Viewed their problems with realism. . 

The war and post-war phases are now closing. The conditions -of selling under demand, both- in Australia 
and overseas, have disappeared, Selling, henceforward, depends on proper consumer· approach, on quality 
production and on price. 

Faced with the continued struggle against ever-rising costs, the gTower is becoming increasingly concerned 
at the thr·eat to his living standard. ' 

From a national aspect, the Industry is confronted with the effects of inflation, and with the need to secure 
a favourable balance of trade by promoting expq;rts to advantageous overseas markets. 

In Australia the need to increase the use of Dried Fruits by the consumer has b.een put into effect through 
a national sales promotion campaign. The effects of this campaign cannot be immed~ately gauged; the procesS of 
constantly impres::.ing the consumer is, necessarily'· a long-term _ venture. The greatest obstacle to achieving 
quick results is ·the resistance to other than essential buying by the consumer, born of the high (and rising) costs 
of living. Time is needed to convince Australian buyers of the virtues and uses of Dried Fruits, and of their 
relative cheapneSs as an item of national diet. 

The overseas markets present greater problems. Of these, competition frqm o·ther producing countries is 
by far the biggest factor, for it carries with it the aspects of price parity, quality. and adequate_ delivery. In the 
United Kingdom, where the government system of bulk buying has now ceased, the market has to be.approached 
as a highly competitive one, and growers will not now have the advantage of selling on an f.o.b. basis, but will 
obtain their proceeds of sale only when the fruit has actually been sold. This, in itself, will ~reate the added 
financial burden ,of storage, fumigation and interest on moneys borrowed pending realisation of sales. 

The economy of the Industry must rest greatly on the returns ·from the United Kingdom market, to which 
goes some 60,-000 tons of an export figure of 76,000 tons. / -

The effect on overseas prices by the policy of the United States Government in subsidising exports of 
Californian Dried Fruits is a menace, which has been held at bay by the past policy of the United Kingdom 
government in bulk buying its· Dried Fruits, but this menace may now be felt more- directly. The advantage of 
Empire preferences and the present exchange premium are absolute necessities in maintaining the stability .of 
the Australian Dried Fruits Industry. 

The effect of Empire preference is now far Jess than first implemented, when Sultanas enjoyed a £10 
preference in the United Kingdom on a price of some £40 per ton.· To-day, with costs Warranting over £90 per 
ton, the preference is £8/10/-. Reductions have .tah:en place in Canada that appreciably lessen the value of 
preference. 

It has been stated -by the Commonwealth Government that some review of the General Agreement on Trade 
and Tariffs (GATT) is necessary to restore some balance in Empire preferenCes. 

Given a cycle of seasons of normal production and an effective control over uneconomic expansion without 
political considerations intrridillg, Dried Fruits growers can survive on recent prices, but with Careful budgeting 
and even more efficient production methods as research 'York deVelops. . 

If, on the other hand, inflation continues, production costs continue to rise, costs of living tend to emphasise 
consumer resistance and keen competition is encountered on the world's markets, a series of bad years in this 
seasonally vulnerable industry will place growers in a grave position. 

The Australian Industry must be thankful for its effective marketing orgahisation, in which The A.D.F.A. 
and the Export Control Board play such important Pads. The unity of the growers, based on the essential fact 
that they, themselves, decide their own approach to the Industry's many problems, will, perhaps, be the greatest 
factor in successfully meeting the conditions of the future. 

Federal Council, .this year, assumed responsibilities not asked of it for a long time. 

LOW GRADE CURRANTS A DANGER 
While the general standard of Australian Currants is good, an undue prOportion of the pack finds its way 

into a grade known as HManufacturing" tM.F.), and there is a_limited demand for this type of fruit. 
This season the output of some 1200 tons of M.F. has created a marketing problem, and to meet it The 

A.D.F.A. Board of Management has had to reduce the price by over £20 a ton. Even at this reduced price doubt 
exists that the entire tonnage will be- sold. 

The carrying over of low grade- fruit in competition with next season's production leaves the- growers at 
a disadvantage, and if the production of too much M.F. continue~ chaos will decide the issue. 

From an examination of the production position it se-ems that some 900 tons of this fruit come from South 
Australia, where restricted buying by wineries created problems for growers, who had to do more drying. 

However, there are other aspects. A minor one is the tendency of packing houses to rightly try for the 
maximum packable fruit in machining. This can be overdone if it affects the ,ultimate- disposal of the output. 
An important one is for the grower to decide on better production methods that will largely eliminate the M.F. 
type of fruit. from the market, ,and the Board of Management decided that articles should be published in the 
,~.'Dried Fruits News" warning growers of the dangers they will encounter, and providing details of production 
practices to meet the problem. 

This issue deals with a first stage in such practices. 
Later articles will set out the advantage of harvesting Currants at a time when both colour ancl weight 

give the best return to the growers, resulting in a grade greatly devoid of the M.F. type, so difficult to _sell. 
The danger to the grower in producing low grade Currants lies in the- probability of tJ:Ieir unsaleability at 

payable prices. Basically, it is a growers' problem that can be met only by better production practice. 
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The Board met in Melbourne on 11th-13th August and 
on 12th-14th October. The first meeting was conducted 
under the Chairmanship of Mr~ P. Malloch, M.B.E., 
all members being present. Mr. J. H. Gordon was 
Acting Chairman at the- October meeting during the 
absence, overseas of Mr. Malloch. 

Extension Service 
Further consideration was given to the inclusion of 

the Dried Fruits Industry in the Victorian Department 
of Agriculture Extension Service. 

Maturation of Sultanas 
The Board supported the representations made by 

the Mildura District Council, A.D.F.A., to the C.S.I.R.O. 
Research Station, Merbein, that it continue with matura
ti~n studies of Sultanas. 

Fruit-growing Industry Awards 
Information had been received from the Growers' 

Conciliation and Labour League, Mildura, that the appli
cation by the Australian Workers' -Union to have certain 
sections of the Fruit Industry brought under a State 
Wages Board does not apply to the Dried Fruits Indus
try as known in Mildura and P,istrict, Woorinen-Nyah 
and South Australia. 

The Board decided to purchase 100 copies of a White 
Paper on compulsory unionism, prepared by the Vic
torian Employers' Federation, and distribute them 
amongst Branches and District Councils. 

Costs of Production-Season 1954 
The Board learned that in' answer to a request from 

the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, packers~ costs 
and agency charges had been compiled and sent to the 
Bureau for the compilation ·of an index movement of 
growers' costs of production and f.o.b. costs for use by 
the Export Control Board's representatives in England. 

The Bureau of Agricultural Economics had prepared 
an index of cost movements for the period 1st October, 
1952, to 1st July, 1953, together with estimates· of f.o.b. 
costs as at the 1st July, 1953. The estimates of f.o.b. 
costs showed an increase of 2.24% for the period under 
review, and more than 19% since October, 1951. 

The request of the -M.I.A. Wine Grape Growers' 
Association. that it be given details of costs of produc
tion figures for Sultanas, as it would help the Assoc'iation 
to approximate the costs of production of wine grapes, 
was approved. As this year's figures were not yet avail
able, it was found that only those compiled for last 
year could be provided. 

M.F. Currants-Season 1953 
As an expresSion of opinion, the Board· felt that, in 

view of the large proportion of M.F. Currants in the pack 

this season, the need exists for groWers to improve the 
quality, and that such improvement could only come 
through an adequate extension Eervice. It was decided 
that appropriate issues of the "News" should carry, a 
review of the need to improve quality for the guidance 
of growers. 

Meeting ~with Merchants 
On the 13th August Mr. E. C. Pethebridge (President) 

and Mr. J. W. Hingeley (Secretary), of the Federal 
Dried Fruits Distributors' Association, visited the Board 
and conferred on the following merchant matters:-

Sale of M.F. Currants on the Commonwealth market. 
Future basis ·of distribution on the Commonwealth 

market. 
Submis~ion O:f firm orders at 31st October, 1953. 

Sales of M.F. Currants 
It having been ascertained that there would be approxi

mately 1250 tons of M.F. Currants from this· season's 
pack, and as the Ministry of Food had declined to 
accept any portion of this tonnage, the Board decided 
to offer supplies to the Australian manufacturing trade 
only until the end of September at the following prices: 

10-ton basis . . 1/2 lb. 
100-box basis . . 112< lb. 
Single box basis 1/21 lb. 

The decision of the Board was concurred to by Mr. 
E. C. Pethebridge, President of the Federal Dried Fruits 
Distributors' Association, who ventured the opinion that 
at the reduced prices the unsold stocks· of M.F. Currants 
would be sold. The Board expressed the opinion th~t 
if any quantity remained unsold at the end of September 
consideration would need to be given to releasing the 
M.F. grade to the retail trade. . 

It was decided that the State Dried Fruits Boards 
should be fully informed of the action taken to prdtect 
growers' interests to the fullest extent. 

The Board authorised the General Secretary to pay 
Distributors, in accordance with Clause 30 of Terms and 
Conditions of Sale, the value. of ·the price reduction on 
stocks held at the 17th August, 1953, other than on 
fruit used for manufacturing purposes. 

PaCk Est~mates 
A statement of the estimated pack at the 30th Sep

tember, 1953, was examined by the Board at its October 
meeting. The estimates showed a pack of 97,112 tons, 
a reduction of 526 tons since the 31st July, 1953, but 
at the 4th November estimates had firmed to 97,685 
tons. 

_Frost Prevention 
The Board reviewed progress made in the installation 

of the experimental "Jetom'.' wind machine. 
(Continued on page 6.) 

IRRIGATION STARTS HERE 
. The great Hume Reservoir,. sityated. ten miles above Albury, is the commencement of the man-made works 

W~Ich .control the water~ of the wmdmg River Murray. The huge construction also marks the co-operation of the 
y1ctonan, South Australian, New Sou_th Wales and Commonwealth Governments in an enterprise of truly national 
l:nl.portance . 

. From a capacity of 2,000,000 acre-feet and a- catch~ent area. of 6000 square miles in 194.15, the reservoir 
has been extended,· and will inundate 'the Jittle-_town of Tallangatta. . 

. Fro~. this fo~~t~in~ead" C-olnes. the '.'liquid gold" that means the livelihood and prosperity of thousands of 
:primary proQ_ucers;·1ncludmg -the ·great ·majoritY: ·of growers- of Australian_ Dried. Fruits. 
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Board of Management Decisions (from page 5). 

Extra Plantings 

Further consideration ·was given to the recommenda
tions by the Australian Agricultural Council to increase 
the area of Dried Vine Fruit plantings, and it was decided 
that, pending the result of the negotiations to be under
taken in the United Kingdom on a governmental level, 
further steps to oppose the Council's recommendation 
should be withheld. The Board were, however, agreed 
that, failing an effective arrangement being· reached with 
the British Government in respect to absorbing the sur
plus production of Australian Dried Fruits at satisfactory 
prices,- an approach would need to be made to the Aus
tralian Government for a subsidy to meet growers'- costs 
of production. 

Consideration was also given to current negotiations 
between The A.D.F.A. and the Minister for Commerce 
that representatives of the Industry should cqnfer with 
the Irrigation Production Advisory Committee on the 
questions of the expansion of the Industry beyond its 
economic capacity. · 

Industr)' Economy-;-Mid-Murray Valley 

Following on representations made by The A.D.F.A. 
to the Victoria and New South \Vales governments for 
the formation of a joint Government Committee to 
examine the economy of the Mid-Murray Valley area in 
respect to the production of Dried Vine Fruits, it had 
been learned that agreement had been reached 
between the Victoria-it and New South Wales governments 
to set up this committee. As the origirlal proposal to 
both the Victorian and New South Wales governmen,ts 
emb1·aced the suggestion that the _committee indude an 
A.D.F.A. growers' representative, the Board decided to 
submit to the Victorian Government the- nominee of the 
Mid-Murray Valley District Council A.D.F.A., Mr. D. W. 
Cockroft, with the request that he be made a member of 
the committee and his appointment has been accepted. 

~ate Packing 

It was reported that some packing houses were late 
this season· in completing their packs of Tree Fruits, with 
the result that supplies required for the Commonwealth 
market were not ava1Iable, and difficulty had been found 
in ascertaining whether a final release to the tra<Te could 
be made. The Board were aware that some packing 
houses found difficulty in obtaining final deliveries from 
some growers, and recommended that packing houses 
should1 in future seasons, speed the packing of Tree 
Fruits and encourage their growers to make earlier 
deliveries, so that payment of proceeds of sales to growers 
could be expedited. 

Grade Premiums 

The following grade premium was adopted for Season 
1953: Lexias and Walthams-6 crown over 4 crown---.£4 
per ton. 

Pay Roll Tax 

The "Board were gratified to note that in the last 
Federal, Budget the statutory exemption from Pay Roll 
Tax had been· increased from £1040 per annum to £4160 
per annum. 

Finance 

The position at'"the October meeting was: 

Association Main Funds.-In addition to confirming a 
list of cheques drawn since the last meetihg, as tabled, 
the Board examined a statement of rec~ipta and expen-
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ditm·e for the period 1/9/53 to 30/9/53, which disclosed 
the following financial position:- . 
Opening balance of bank funds and cash on hand £1,772 
Rec~ipts-

From interest and Head Office levy .. · . . . .· . . 289 
Sale of .office equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2() 
Research contributions by Packers' Associations 130 
Repayments from M.I.D.A. Ltd. on advances 

made ... "'-· . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 530 

Jk.xpenditure-
General items of the Association . . . . . . . . . . 
Advances to Publicity Fund . . . . . . . . . . - .. 
Payments to distributors for price reduction on 

M.F. Currants and Prunes . . . . . . . . . . 
Prepayments unexpended at end of period .. 

£2,741 

£512 
243 

687 
13 

£1,455 

Bank funds and cash on--hand at 30/9/53 ...... £1,286 

Association Publicity Funds.-ln addition to confirming 
a list of cheques drawn since the last meeting, as tabled, 
the Board received, after examination by the Publicity 
Sub-committee, a statement of receipts and expenditure 
for the Period 1/9/53 to 30/9/53, and the following 
financial position was shown:-
Opening balance of bank funds on hand .. £35,594 
Receipts-

Contributions, Season 1953 .. 

Expenditure-

245 

£35,839 

Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 76 
Travelling expenses . . . . . . .. • . . . . . . . . . . 2 
General office expe~ses:, postages, stationery, etc. 1 
Advertising-

Shows and exhibitions . . . . . ; 13 
Display equipment_ purchased . . 34 
Freights . . . ... · . . . . . . . . 1 

£127 

Bank funds on hand at 30/9/53 .... .. £35,712 

The above statement relates only to the position for 
the new fina~cial yeai'-that is, Expenditure and Receipts 
since the b_alance date at 31/8/53. 

Prunes-Season 1953 
\ 

It was reported to the Board that although sales of 
Prun:es in the Commonwealth market had slowed up, 
there had been a gratifying demand from the United 
Kingdom, and the Board approved an increase in the 
export percentage of the pack so that this business could 
be secured, provided adequate quantities were retained 
for· the Commonwealth market. The Board, accordingly, 
acceded to a request from the South Australian Prune 
Growers' Association that a further 750 cases be shipped 
to the United Kingdom, and that the requirements of 
the South Australian marl.:et be met by shippirig to that 
State New South Wales fruit which did not come up to 
export standard. 

Publicity 

The Publicity Sub-committee (Mr. 0. A; Frederick vice 
1\ir. C. J. Ward), with the Publicity Officer in attendance, 
considered progress of the sales promotion campaign, and 
subjects deliberated are reported in the Publicity Section 
of this issue. 
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HORMONE SPRAYING TO REPLACE CURRANT 
CINCTURING 

The following account of experiments With hormone spraying of Currants has been received from Mr. 
A. J. Antcliffe, of the C.S.I.R.O. Station, Merbein. 

Experiments with hormone sprays were commenced at 
the 'Research Station in the spring of 1947. In a prelimin
ary experiment 2,4-D showed the greatest promise, and 
trials have been continued with this hormone. Good 
results have been Obtained using Sprays containing three 
to four parts per million of the sodium salt of 2,4-D 
applied at' normal cincturing time, i.e., when about three 
quartel'S of the caps have fallen. At the Research 
Station, where a double cut cincture is used, spraying gave 
a lower yield than cinctlJ.ring in the first year, but it 
was 'as good a·s cincturing in the second year. At Mr. 
A. R. _McDougall's property at Merbein, where a single 
cut cinctm:e is used, spraying gave as good a yield as 
cincturing in the first season, and in succeeding seasons 
gave progressively better yields than cincturing. In the 
1952-53 season, after three years of spraying, the yield 
from the sprayed vines was 41 cwt. per acre, compal'ed 
with 38 cwt. per acre from the cinctured vines, while 
the weight of prunings from the sprayed vines was nearly 
double that from the cinctured .. 

During the past two seasons samples of the spray 
material have been made available to growers for them 
to test on their own properties. Results have been some
what variable, but on the whole appear to be satisfactory. 
Sometimes spraying did , not give as good a yield as 
cincturing even in th'e second year, while in other cases 
it gave a better yield in the :first year. 

For vines of even height a boom spray id satisfactory, 
and with an overhanging boom it is possible for one man 
to cover an acre in about an bouT. Where the height 
of the vines is very irregular hand-directed nozzles may 
be preferable. The amount of spray required will depend 
on the vigour of the vines. Applications of over 200 
gallons per acre have been made without damaging the 
vines in any way, but excessive run off serves no useful 
purpose. As little as 80 gallons per acre has, been used 
with success. It is not advisable to go over the vines 
more than once in an endeavour to apply any specified 
amount of spray per acre. In the preliminary experiment 
a spray of twice the strength now used did not damage 
the vines, but it cannot be too stl·ongly emphasised that 
vines can be severely damaged or even killed by sprays 
containing too high a concentration of 2,4-D. Growers 

are therefore strongly urged to- adhe1·e strictly to the 
Concentration advised by the Research Station. 

From small scale tests it seems possible th_at Bordeaux 
mixture destroys the effect of 2,4-D in a mixed spray, 
while Thiram and wettable sulphm• do not, and the posi
tion regarding lead arsenate is doubtful. These results 
need much further testing, and until more definite 
information is available the mixture of other materials 
in the 2,4-D spray is not advised. However, the 
2,4-D is absorbed rapidly by the vine, and there' appears 
to be no reason why spraying with other materials should 
not be carried out within a day or two of 2,4-D spray. 

In the 1952-53 season a small amotmt of P.C.P.A. was 
obtained and tested on a few blocks, This is another 
hormone, closely related chemically to 2,4-D, which has 
given promising results in So.uth Ausfralia and Western 
Australia. When used in our trials at ·the recommended 
strength of 20 parts per miUion, it showed no definite 
superiority to 2,4-D on old ·vines. On young vines on 
one property _it gave about 50 o/o gTeater yield than a 
2,4-D spray, but growth was greatly distorted and 
restricted. When used at 50 parts_ per million on young 
vines on another property it caused the shoots to die 
back and severely damaged new shoots and older wood, 
although a __ satisfactory crop was set. 

Growers who. are using hormone sprays for the first 
time are advised to test them On a small area before 
adopting them for the whole block. Where 2,4-D has 
already been found satisfactory, it is· suggested that 
growers continue with this spray material at least until 
P.C.P.A. has been further tested in their district. If 
growers wish to compare 2,·4-D and P.C.P.A. on their 
own properties, it is suggested that they continue any 
such trials for several years, as the progressive improve
ment obtained with 2,4-D may not be obtained with 
P.C.P.A. in view of its apparently greater distorting 
and restricting effect on growth. Also it has been stated 
in South Australia that the fruit from P.C.P.A. sprayed 
vines is more susceptible to rain damage than that from 
cinctured vines, while in the Sunraysia area it would 
appear that the _fruit from 2,4-D sprayed vines is, if 
anything, less susceptible to rain damage than that from 
cinctured vines. · 

VINE DISEASES 
The following article, contributed by Mr. A. V; Lyon, is a timely one,- especially as earlier weather conditions 

may have contributed to attacks. September, in most dried fruit areas, brought a Jot of rain, unfortunately most of 
it in the latter half of the tnonths, after the vine shoots had appeared. The 1953-54 vine season is therefore one 
of those years when Black Spot must be fought from the time of the emergence of the shoots. 

The late September rain was very heavy, sufficient to 
wash off the spray. Early in the season shoot growth 
is very rapid, and most authorities reco:nimend frequent 
sprayings, at least once a fortnight, with special appli
cations preceding irrigation or following rain. In a 
quarterly :periodical, such as the HDried Fruits News," 
recommendations are based on general needs, with cur
rent affairs covered by articles in the local newspapers 
of the Dried Fruit areas. In regard to sprays, the most 
important happening is the adoption of a spray to take 

. the place of Bordeaux, which has held pride of place 
and stood the test of time for ovm· fifty years. Experi
ence, both experimental and practical, is necessary 
before the extent of the transition from Bordeaux to 
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Thiram is determined. In the meantime, , a discussion 
of the position will be .of interest. 

About six years ago, the Advisory Committee of the 
Commonwealth Research Station discussed the recom
mendations for control of black spot, and resolved that 
as there had been no change for many decades, it w'as 
advisable to fnvl;!stigate new kinds of spray material 
which had arisen during and ~fter the war. · The Depart
ment of Agriculture, Victoria, was approached, and the 
Biology Branch commenced the investigation. The Nyah
Woorinen area was selected, because with the higher 
rainfall of those districts, the incidence of vine diseases 
is more regular. The results, however, are applicable 
to all Dried Fruit areas, and the Nyah-Woorinen 
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growers are in advance of growers in other districts, in 
u.sage of the new sprays, simply because the investiga
tiOn happens to be centered in their are'as. 

.The. grape growers are fortunate in that a young 
scientist, Mr. R. H. Taylor, of the Biology Branch, put 
all his very considerable talent into the job from the 
commencement. 

Considerable success was obtained with Bordeaux 
~nd some of the new spl'ays. The spring of 1952 was 
Ideal for .. the work, with frequent rains and a high 
incidence of disease. The Department of Agriculture 
have made interim reports to the Nyah-Woorinen 
Enquiry Committee, but have to study many other phases 
of the work, includi:hg adherence and the effect on the 
vines themselve~, before a full report is justified. The 
Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee, from their obser
vations of the experimental work, the reports received, 
and their own experiences, are definitely of the opinion 
that one_ of the new specifics (Thiram) was certainly 
as good, and in some cases better 'than Bordeaux. 

2. Cover sprays at fourteen-day intervals, as in No. 
1 above._ 

3. Bunch Protection.-Spray when berries have set, 
3 lb. of lead arsenate, plus 1 ?6 lb. of Thiram or Ziram 
per 100 gallons of water. 

If Black Spot appea1·s, use~ 'lb. P.M.C. per 100 
gallons of water. 

The Light Brown Apple Moth.-This pest is very 
troublesome at some times and in some places. It was 
detected on vines over forty years ago, and has the 
unusual charactedstic of being very patchy in its djstri
bution. In some seasons it is found in practically every 
vineyard; in other years it is limited to a small prOpol'
tion of the holdings; and in occasional years it shows up 
hardly at all. The apple moth is. also inegular within 
one season. In some years, a build-tip in sp1·ing disappears 
in early summer, while in other years the greateSt num-· 
bers have been found at or about early harvest. 

The pest has a number of natural enemies which 
The preparation of the new spray is also more simple, keep it in check, and it is considered tl).at the vagaries 

and its use therefore increased rapidly in the Nyah- of the predators, rathe.r than of the insect itself, are 
Woorinen district, and in 1953 is spreading rapidly to responsible for the irregular and unpredictable invasions. 
other districts. Once faith in Thiram is established The apple moth is an Australian, not an introduced, 
groWers will discard Bordeaux without any regret pest, and the greater trouble it has given in recent 
mainly because of the trouble of making the home-mad~ ye"ars may Pe because it is becoming more accustomed 
preparation. Present signs are that Borde·aux, for the to the vineyards and orchards. The larvae of the apple 
present at least, will have a place in the spraying moth can do so much harm that regular control is 
routine. The adhering properties of alkaline Bordeaux necessary. 
are well known, and for this reason it has a special In the p1·esent season we saw larvhe in September, 
value in summer control of Downy Mildew, with rela- almost full grown, and obviously much older than the 
tively long intervals,. up to four weeks, between spray- young. vine shoots on which the. larvae were feeding. 
ings. In middle and late summer, after the grape berries This may be partly due to the late sprouting, because 
have closed their breathing pores (Lenticels), Downy young larvae have been found practically at bud-burst 
Mildew control consists of having a coating of Bordeaux in other years. The question of size is important, 
on the leaves, even if it is a very old one. A spray to because the weB-grown older larvae avoid arsenate, 
replace Bordeaux for summer protection may arise at of lead, and a g·ood kill is rare; whereas young larvae 
a later date, but is not justified at present. The term eat leaves with arsenate of lead very readily, and spray
Thiram has been used, but the specific is available in ing when larvae are young usually results in a good 
a number of proprietary preparations, the list of which kill. The apple moth larvae feed oil a number of plants, 
appeared in the last numbers of this journal. and have been found on lucerne, on the various volun-

The Department of Agriculture have a number of teer legumes, and in cover crops. It is generally con
experimental vine plots in the Woorinen district, on sidered that the large well-grown larvae found on young 
which it is necessary to keep complete control oi vine vine shoots developed on some other plant and went 
diseases. The spraying programme used on these plots over to the vine when partly developed. 
for three years is a recent issue by the Nyah-Woorinen The large larvae- found in September disappears 
EnquirY Committee, as is given below. 1 bl · · quick y, presuma y for pupatwn; and m some years are 

Spraying programme used by Mr. Bob Taylor at· 38H responsible for a second crop in October. In , most 
Woorinen for three seasons. seasons the life cycles are such that one of the broods 

1. Bud-burst: When less than 50 per cent. are showing emerge in the first half of November, and show a 
green, 1~ lb. of Thiram or Ziram in 100 gallons of water; preference for the setting grapes. , The well-used "bunch 
or use tested Bordeaux. Add 3 lb. of lead arsen'ate. protection" spray, which originated1 and was so named 
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in Mildura many years ago, was popularised especially 
for apple moth control. Arsenate of lead~sed in 
Bordeaux as a double purpose spray for apple moth 
larvae and vine diseases. 

Spraying programmes for apple moth larvae vary in 
the Dried Fruit areas. It is noted that Nyah-Woorinen 
recommendations include arsenate o~ lead for apple 
moth in the early September sprays~ while the Mil dura 
District practice is to incorporate the arsenate only in 
later sprayings. The basis of the Mildura practice may 
be of interest. Where well-grown larvae appeared in 
young vine shoots, they were found to be a small propor
tion of the larger ~population found on other near-by 
plants, including cover crops and lucerne. It was con
sidered uneconomic to spray for the few on the vines 
and leave the many on other plants, and grower~ were 
advised to concentrate on the young larvae of the next 
cycle. At this stage the vineyards are cleaner, with 
fewer host plants, and the spray is applied for young 
larvae hatched in the vines. In occasional seasons in 
Mildura the larvae and the shoots are young at the 
same time, and when this happens early spraying of 
young vines is justified. ~n the Woorinen district the 
vine shoots emerge later than in Mildura, and on this 

account the timing of the apple moth spray may justi
fihbly vary. Commercial damage of young shoots in 
Mildura is rare-, though it has been-noted in restricted 
patches invaded by migrating larvae. In seasons when 
young larvae and young vine shoots synchronise, con
siderable damage may result, ~ arsenate of lead 
spraying is necessary. 

The nature of the damage by apple moth larvae is 
various. It r'arely eats enough vine leaves to cause 
damage, excepting the occasional c·ase of young leaves 
mentioned above. Control at this stage is mainly for 
the reduction of subsequent cycles. At setting time 
losses comprise destruction of setting flowers by mass
ing and webbing, and the small berries which the larvae 
bore and destroy. 

In the late summer cycles larvae on ripening or ripe 
bunches release grape juice and accentuate mould 
damage in wet years. There is strong evidence that 
this secondary effect is the major damage from apple 
moth in many years. The bunch protection spray is very 
valuable, because the larvae appear· to concentrate on 
the bunches at this time, and are usually young and 
vulnerable to arsenate of lead. 

QUALITY OF CURRANTS 
In view of the present concern _with the quality of Currants, especially the increasing proportion of M.F. 

Currants, these notes by Mr. Lyon will be_ of interest to growers. 
The question of ensuring the highest standard of quality in production of Currants has cropped up again 

and again over the last thirty years; and on occasions improved quality has resulted by special effort of the 
producers. 

Research evidence clearly shows that the best quality 
Currants are born on well-grown shoots in the spurs, 
and the poor quality bunches, small and "winey;'' are 
on the adventitious shoots. Disbudding the adventitious 
shoots in early spring leaves only the good bunches on 
the remaining spur borne shoots, Disbudding has never 
become popular because the big black bunches produced 
are the most susceptible to rain damage, and losses have 
been very heavy in bad seasons in the Murray areas. In 
the non-irrigated areas, the quality of Currants was low 
·many years ago, and very great improvement has been 
obtained, particularly in Western Australia, by careful 
attention to .pruning, including disbudding. Currants 
are spur pruned, the design of the pruner being that the 
grapes are produced on shoots on the spurs. Actually 
in the Murray areas there are often just as many shoots 
coming adventitiously from other parts of the vine. Too 
many of these small shoots lift the proportion of inferior 
grapes, and is one cause of the low grades. However, 
it is too late to do much about this now, and we Will 
return to the discussion next season. , 

A second cause of low quality dried Currants comes 

from harvesting before the grapes reach full maturity. 
Rain losses, within the memory of present-day growers, 
have been so frequent that there is a decided urge to 
early harvesting for safety, and in addition, once the 
harvest period approaches, groWers like to get a start, 
and often commence With the Currants befOre they are 
ripe. In the majority of ~easons the subsequent weather 
proves this has not been necessary. Last season, for 
example, with a big crop of Sultanas in sight, Currant 
picking in many cases Was advanced to the point where 
good quality was impossible. As a firs~ step in improv
ing the quality of Currants, the grapes must be left 
on the vines until they are ripe. There is on the one 
hand the danger of rain loss by delay, and on the other 
the certainty of reduced quality by harvesting too early. 
When, as at present, the quality is reduced so that it 
has affected the financial return, it becomes necessary 
to take some risks in leaving the grapes on the vines 
until they are ripe. In some seasons and on some vine
yards it has been possible to leave the Currants on the 
vines while Sultanas are being harvested, but this system 
has not proved practical .on a large scale. 

IRRIGATibN AND DRAINAGE 
The cost of irrigation water is now getting so high that it is a prominent item in cost of production. From 

the viewpoint of the State the necessity of more or less balancing the revenue and expenses of. S.tate utilities 
must also carry weight. 

There is mutual agree·ment in regard to several factors. 
The usage of water is much greater than the plants 
require. With furrow irrigation, there are inevitable 
excesses, due as the upper part of the furrow is over 
supplied before the lower part is suitably irrigated. The 
community settlements require night watering, which 
also leads to excesses, It has long been established 
that with attention and proper layout, it is possible to 
completely satisfy irrigation requirements with four 
inches of irrigation water applied in furrows. This needs 
constant attention·, rarely ~iven, and district usage is at 
least ·50% higher, more m some cases. There have 
been several surveys of i:rrigation layout and facilities, 
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including an overall enquiry by State River officials, and 
an intensive survey of 'Cardross by the Research Station. 

These surveys disclosed fundamental difficulties, for 
which redesign of both internal and external distribu
tion was necessary for adequate corrections, 

In regard to overloaded drains, settlers claim that 
the drains are not large enough; the authorities point 
out that excesses in application of water is a major 
cause of drainage troubles. Some improvement can come 
from more careful irrigation; but capital expenditure 
to improve design' and adequate maintenance are neces
sary to reduce present excesses. 
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GADGET FIELD DAYS 
Past exper-ience haJS indicated the value-and popularity-of Gadget Fie-~Days. T':'o such events, recently 

held at Merbein and Barmera, show how wide a range of interest is covered by these functiOns. 

ME.RBEIN 
Organised by 'the committee of the Merbein Dried 

Fruits Growers' Union, a very snccessful field day was 
held at the C.S.I.R.O. Research Station, Merbein, o:n 
3rd August. 

The attendance was estimated at approximately 300 
growers· from all parts of the Sunraysia district. In 
accord with the prac~established by the Union at 
other :field demonstrMOns, invitations we1·e extended 
to the senior students at both the Mildura High School 
and the -Merbein Hig·her Elementary School, and several 
bus loads of children, accompanied by their teachers, 
were present. 

The opening address 'was delivered by Cr. W. F. 
Middleton, Vice-President of the Union, who apologised 
for the unavoidable absence of the President, Mr. A. 
Rawlings. Cr. Middleton paid tribute to the great value 
of the research work being carried out at the statibn, 
and expressed appreciation to the staff of the Merbein 
Research Station for the co-operation always extended 
to individual growe1·s and organisations. 

Mr. F. Penman, Officer in Charge, in replying· to Cr. 
Middleton, welcomed all growers to the Station. 

Visitors were conducted to several points within the 
grounds of the station, each stand being under the 
control of a member of the committee of the Union, who 
explained the subject dealt with and introduced the 
member of the station staff, who addressed growers on 
the particula11 demonstration at that point. ' . ' 

Soil Profiles and Water Penetration was discussed by 
Mr. J. G. Baldwin and Mr. S. F. Bridley. Weed Control 
was discussed by Mr. W. J. Webster Pests ahd Parasites, 
Identification and Control, discussed by Mr. W. J. 
Webster. Fruit Processing Exhibits, demOnstrated and 
explained by Mr. G. Amos. Spraying Currants in Lieu 
of Cincturing, discussed by Mr. A. J. Antcliffe. Bud, 
Counts and Crop Potentials, explained by Mr. A. J. 
Antcliffe. Cultivation Methods, discussed by Mr. D. 
Alexander. Photographic Display, including coloured 
slides of vine diseases and pests, was presented and 
explained by Mr. P. Mahy and Mr. W. J. Webster. 

Mr. L. G. CameJ:on, member Board of Management 
A.D.F.A. and Treasurer of the Merbein Dried Fruits 
Growers' Union, on behalf of all growers present, 
extended a vote of thanks to all members of the staff 
of the Station. 

Members of the Committee who introduced the sub
jects and speakers were: Messrs. T. S. McCarthy, H. W. 
Smith L. G. Cameron, G. Dowty, A. R. McDougall, 
A. w: Tyers, C. L. Kneebone and H. A. Newland. 

The progra111me -was under the direction of the Secre
tary, Ml'. W. J. Kirwin. 

Various informative talks were giveri by C.S.I.R.O. 
expertS during the course of the field day, and their 
substance is reported below. 

Soil Types 
Scale models of soil types representative of the dis

trict were Shown, ranging from Murray sand to Mildura 
loam. The differences between the soils were illustl'ated 

Mr. J. G. Baldwin DiscusSes Soil Types. 

and discussed, and the impoJ_-tance of these di,fferences 
in determining the most suitable crop for each type, 
and cultural, irrigation and drainage practices were 
emphasised. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 
1\ ·Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co-operative Packing and 

Processing of Dried Fruits 
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Water Entry Into Soils 
The aim of efficient irrigation is to apply the correct 

amount of water uni:l;ormly over the irrig-ated area. To 
achieve this with furrow irrigation account must be 
taken of the particular conditions of the run, so that 
water may reach the end of the run as soon as possible 
and the wetted profile from each furrow may join by 
the time the water has reached the bottom of the Toot 
zone. 

Of the factors to be considered the first is soil type. 
The lighter types absoi-b water much more quickly than 
the heavy types. They therefore need shorter irrigation, 

Mr. S. F. Bridley Presents a Graph on Water 
PenetratiQn. 

times and greater rates of flow in each furrow. Also 
the rate of downward movement relative to sideways 
movement is higher in· the lighter types, so that furrow 
spacing. must ·be closer than in the heavier ones. 

Slope.-For funow irrigation there is a wide range 
of usable slopes. For our soils best results are obtained 
with values about 1 to 1%. Lower slopes are usable 
on heavy soils. On the lig·hter soils, with steep slopes 
trouble with erosion is found unless very small flows 
are used.· 

'Flow Rate.-The time taken to Teach the end of the 
furrow will be too long unless large flows are used. The 
flow rate must be higher with light soils and long runs. 
Furrow capacity and erosion limit the rate that can be 
used. 

The infiltration rate slows down with time, particu
larly o:ri the heavy soils. By allowing water to escape 
at the end of the furrow or by reducing the initial rate 
to a soakage rate a reasonably uniform distribution can 
be obt::tined. 

Length of Run.-For the medium textured Mallee 
soils lengths of. 6-7 chains are the maximum for quick 
irrigations. For the lightest type an optimum length is 
about four chains, but uniform distribution is difficult 
to obtain by furrow irrigation on such soils. 

Cultivation-
Weed Control may be accomplished by clean 

vation, weedicidal sprays or permanent sod. 
aspects of the three methods were discussed. 

culti
Some 

Winter Green Manuring.-A brief comparison of 
various crops-tick beans, tares, peas, barley, Lathyrus 
ochrus-was made on the basis of y~eld and nitrogen 
content. 

The effect of tick beans on Sultana yields and soil 
nitrogen content was discussed. 

Weed Control 
Small demonstration plots of plants had been sprayed 

with uAtlacide," kerosene and "Hormex." 
Chlorate sprays, such as uAtlacide," can be used to 

control annual weeds and some perennials. It has some 
killing effect on the .root system, e.g., couch, Johnston 
grass. Kerosene will kill the plant part where it touches, 
but allows regrowth of perennials and vigorous annuals, 
e.g., kills '~three-cort;tered jacks," thistles. 

Hormones.-Metallic salts' of 2, 4-D, such as "Metho
xone," quick killing hormone can be used against 
"Hoary cress" and some annual weeds. 

The alkanolamine salts of 2, 4-D, such as "Hormex," 
can be used against "Hard head." It is slower 
killing than "Methoxone," and penetrates further into 
the root system. 

Esters of 2,4-D and 2,4,5~T are too volatile to be 
used in vineyards, as the vapours, even on calm dayS, 
will damag·e vines for ten to twenty yards away. 

Sodium Trichloracetate-T.C.A.-Recently proved 
very effective against couch grass and Johnston grass. 

Pests and Parasites -
There are three types of insecticides-stomach 

poisons, contact poisons and systemic poisons. 
Stomach poisons can be used against that chew parts 

of the plants. By spraying the parts of the plants with 
a stomach poison and using. the plant as a bait, the 
insects can be killed. Examples of stomach poisons
lead arsenate, "Paris Green." Examples of insects 
killed in this way--apple inoth larvae, Boobialla grass
hoppers, vine moth larvae. Poison baits may also be 
made by mixing stomach poisons with a material attracw 
tive to the insects-sugar, bran, salt. Vegetable weevils 
and artworm larvae may be controlled. 

Contact poisons 'kill the insects by coming in contact 
with or entering their. bodies, especially the breathing 
pores. Examples-lime sulphur1 nicotine sulphate, 
"D.D.T.," "Hexane." Used against sucking· insects that· 
cannot be controlled by stomach poisons. Examples
aphis, scale insects. 

Systemic poi.Sons.-Comparatively new, can be 
sprayed on plants or on ground near by, are absorbed 
by the plant and kill insects, particularly sucking insects, 
which swallow the plant sap. These poisons have not 
been used very much iw Australia, and are extremely 
poisonous to human beings. 

Dried Fruit Processing 
Under the conditions in which commercial dipping 

oils were tested at the Research Station in 1953 in cold 
dip for Sultanas, the most rapid drying was obtained 
with Voullaire's "Eemulsoyle," followed by "Mobil 
Special" and "Emulsified Dipping Oil 60%" in that 
order. There .was more green ting-e in the dried fruit 
from use of "Eemulsoyle" than from either of the other 
oils. 

An exhibit was shown of high quality Sultanas pro
duced in the Woorinen area of the Mid-Murray District 
by the use of hot sulphite dip. 

Results of laboratory investigations on Sultana drying 
were shown. These included pale yellow Sultanas dried 

- without exposure to sunlight, Sultanas ranging in colour 
from deep green to date brown, and resulting from 
specified variations in the ingredients of the dips, and 
Sultanas produced from dips in which the oil was not 
emulsified. These latter dips gave very rapid drying 
rates, but the fruit produced was dark in colour. 

Spraying Instead of Cincturing the Currant 

Spraying has been under test at the R'esearch Station 
since 1947. The most suitable 2,4-D spray, appears to 
be about 3 to 4 p.p.m. of the sodium s~lt of 2,4-D ---------------------------------------
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UNITY BRAND 
' 

VENTURICIDE DISPERSIBlE POWDER. 

P.M.C. 
(2!% PHENYL MERCURIC CHLORIDE) 

A fungicidal spray for the control of. 

BLACK SPOT OF VINES 
This spray has given highly satisfactory results in trials at the Woorinen Research Block and 

the Research COmmittee's report suggests P.M.C.' be used 

(1) In areas where BLACK SPOT is prevalent or bad infestation has 
occurred-as a dormant spray immediately before Bud-burst at 
DOUBLE strength, i.e., 3 lbs. per 100 gallons. 

' 

(2) As a KILLER. when BLACK SPOT is prevalent after Bud-burst 
at NORMAL strength, i.e., H lbs. per 100 gallons. 

PRICE 4/6 per pound. 

P .M.C. is imported, so growers should ORDER IMMEDIATELY to ensure supplies are available 
when required. 

FOR SUPPLIES CONTACT YOUR LOCAL PACKING HOUSE OR THE IMPORTERS 

T. E. Butler & Co. Pty. Ltd. 
486 Collins Street, Melbourne, C.1 

Telegrams, "Calculator," Melbourne. Telephone MU 8041 
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applied at normal cincturing time; At the R~·search 
Station, where a double cut cincture is used, spraying 
gave a lower yield than cincturing in the first year, 
but it was as good as cincturing in the second year. 
At Mr. A. R. McDougall's property, where a single cut 
cincture is used, spraying gave as good a yield as 
cincturing in the first season and in succeeding seasons 
gave. progressivelY better yields than cinctur~ng. In 
the ·1952-53- season, after three years' spraymg, the 
sprayed vines yielded 41 cwt./acre compared with 38 
cwt. I acre from the cinctured vines, and the weight of 
prunings from the sprayed vines was nearly double that 
from the cinctured. 

On other blocks results have been somewhat variable. 
Sometimes spraying was not as good as cincturing, even 
in the second year while in other cases it was better in 
the first year. The spray should be. tried on a small 
area on any block before being ad-opted for the whole 
block. 
''For vines of even height a boom spray. is satisfactory. 

Where the height is very irregular hand,.. directed 
nozzles may be preferable. As little as 80 gallons per 
acre has been used with success, and it is not advisable 
to spray the vines more than once. From small scale 
tests it seems possible that Bordeaux mixture -.destroys 
the effect of 2,4-D in a mixed spray, while Thiram and 
wettable sulphur do n.ot. Lead arsenate is more doubtful, 
but may be all right when Thiotox and sulphur are also 
present. These effects need much further testing. 

P.P.A. was tested for the first time in this district 
in the 19-52-1953 seasOn. At 20 p.p.m. it showed no 
definite superiority to 2,4-D at 3 to 4 p.p.m. on old 
vines. It gave a greater yield on young vines on one 
property, but distorted and restricted growth to a 
greater extent. P.P.A. at 50 p.p.m. on young vines on 
another property sevel'eiy damaged new shoots and olde1· 
wood, although the crop was satisfactory. ' 

Stdtana Bud Examination, 1953 
As in previous years, a microscopical examination 

has been carried out on the buds of Sultana canes 
sampled from the Sunraysia district. This year the per
centage fruitfulness (to bud 14) was 45.1, and the 
mean bunch primordium size was 0.205 square milli
metres. The table conipares these figures with th0$8 
from previous years. 

Percentage Mean 
Year Fruitfulness Primordium Size 
1946 51.5 0.263 
1947 43.7 0.206 
1948 . ' 32.0 0.215 
1949 64.2 0.262 
1950 33.8 0.207 
1951 46.2 0.221 
1952 70.0 0.322 
1953 45.1 0.205 

In overall fruitfulness, this year is comparable with 
1951, but the distribution of fruit buds along the cane 
is different. A graph drawn- to represent percentage 
fruitfulness at each bud position shows that while the 
1951 cm·ve rose steeply from bud 3 to a maximum of 
70% at bud 6, and then fell away uniformly to bud 14, 
the 1953 curve 1·ose less steeply from bud 3 to a maxi
mum· of 60% between buds· 8-12 and then fell away 
towards the end of the cane. A fruitfulness of 45.1 
per cent. indicates that there is little danger of over
loading the Vines by laying down extra canes. 

BARMERA 
Arranged by the Barmera Branch of the combined 

A.D.F.A. and Agricultural Bureau, the Barmer:} Field 
Day attracted a large number of growers from,_the sur
rounding district. The event was organised by Mr. J. V. 
Foot and Mr. C. Till, Chairman and Secretary of the 
Barmera Branch. 

Mr. Foot introduced owners of the ·various items on 
show and asked them to give a description of their 
exhibits. 
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Mr. Lynn Showell (member of the Advisory Board 
of Agriculture) congratulated the Barmera Branch on 
making such a progressive move as to hold this gadget 
day. 

"Our efforts," said Mr. Showell, "are mostly concen
trated on mechanisation nowadays, to try and lessen the 
cost of production. This has become more than ever 
necessary, in view of the fact that :we now have to 
compete in the world's. markets for our products." Mr. 
Showell hoped that these gadget days would become an 
annual fixture. 

Steel Rack.-The British Tube Mills exhibited an all 
steel fruit drying rack which was very ingeniously 
designed and constructed. This rack is impervious to 
attacks from white ants· and fire, and is not subject to 
dry rot, as in the case of wooden racks. The cost appears 
high, but it should be a life-time job. 

Spray Plants.-Several spraying plants were seen in 
action. One little 70-gallon outfit fits on the back of -a 
Fe1·guson tractor and the engine of unique design is 
run off the power take off. The spray nozzles were also 
something new. This outfit was shown by Mr. Pollard 
and used on his -property. · 

Mr. Fewster had a spray plant with booms, which 
looked like a spid'er, but all of the long arms and legs 
were necessary, as they sprayed both sides of the vines 
and employed eig:p.t nozzles. 

The booms could all be controlled from the driver's 
seat, .and could be raised a11-d lowered by pulling a rope. 
The advant_age claimed by spraying both sides of the 
vines at one operation was that the spray solution from 
both sides of the row met in the centre, where it became 
baffled, and all fell on the foliage of the vines. 

Bulldozer and Load~r·.-A home-made bulldozer and 
low loading "trolley was shown by Moore Bros., of 
Moorook. The bulldozer was constructed from "bits 
and pieces," but the way it handled the dirt was 
"nobody's business." 

Fork Lift.-Mr. Cornish showed a novel construction 
in the form of a home-made fork lift, operated by a 
Ferguson tractor. The forks could also be fitted with 
socket extension for raking cuttings off the block. This 
fork lift could take four sweats of fruit, and hoist it on 
to a trolley as, a one-man job. 

A "muddy boot remover" consisted of a,piece of wood 
cut out the shape of the heel. of a watering boot and 
nailed to a piece of 2 x 1 to keep it free from the 
ground. 

Two-gang Disc.-Mr. Tuck showed a seven-plate two
gang disc fitted with two pneumatic-tyred wheels, placed 
between the two· disc gangs. These wheels could be 
manipulated so as to get the gangs clear from the 
ground to facilitate travelling on the road. The wheels 
also regulated the depth cut of the discs. 

Mr. G. H. Hamister had several of Harvey's gadgets 
on display, which enabled growers to keep abreast with 
modern innovations. 

Rotary Weed R,emover.-A rotary weed remover was 
demonstrated by a 'firm from Nyah. This implement 
seemed to be doing a good job. It is worked on the 
principle of a lawn mower, with many cutting blades 
revolving at a great speed and churning up everything it 
lays its blade on. 

Weed Roller.-This implement rolled and cut up a 
high cover crop by means of several cutting blades 
welded on to a metal cylinder, about 1 ft. 6 in. in 
diameter. This cylinder was filled with sand to give it 
the necessary weight, which allows the roller blades to 
cut the cover crop while the roller knocked the crop 
down. 

Furrowing Out.-The Murray Valley Engineering 
Works showed several different types of implements 
for furr-owing out, some of which were designed to 
make a shallow, flat, furrow so necessary in a sandy 
soil, and others were more of the orthodox burster type. 
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STARLING INVESTIGATIONS 
The Bird Pest Investigations Committee of the Mildura District Council is actively investigating contr·ol of 

the starling pest. Mr. H. F. Thomas, the convener, reports that much remains to be done, but that progress is 
bein-g made. He writes: 

"From time to time, particularly over the past two 
years, Mildura. District Council has had complaints from 
growe1·s about the damage done to their crops by star
lings. This damage is not confined to ripening fruit on 
the vines, but extends in many cases to fruit on :l'acks, 
and even to fruit on hessian on the ground. There is 
unquestionably juSt cause for these complaints, and in 
response to several requests Council agreed to. appoint a 
sub-committee to study a·nd report on the problem. 

"This committee, known as ,the 'Bird Pest Investiga
tion Committee,' is now functioning, and ·consists of 
Messrs. G. Dowty and C. Kneebone (Merbein), Messrs. 
H. Thomas and W. Morris (Irymple), and Mr. F. Hand 
(Red Cliffs). 

"Considerable information regarding the habits and 
movements of the birds in the Sunraysia District through

c out the year has already been gathered, but it is not 
by any means complete. As all available information of 
this kind would be vitally important before control 
tneasures on a big scale could be undertaken, growers in 
affected areas are asked to add all tl)_ey can to it by 
regularly reporting any mass concentrations, roosting 
sites or breeding grounds that come to their notice. 

"Another way that growers in Sunraysia can be- of 
material assistance is by shooting occasional birds and 
passing them on to the committee. A survey of the 

food and feeding habits of the starling throughout the 
whole year has beeli undertaken,-- and an endeavour is 
being made to send the stomach contents of at least 
four or five birds each week to the National Museum, 
Melbourne, for identification. The contents of some 
thirty-odd stomachs have so far been examined, and it 
is alrefidY abundantly clear that the survey, if con
tinued at wee\dy intervals for a full twelve months, 
will _provide a wealth of interesting and extremely 
valuable data. Any grower willing to co-operate in 
this aspect of the work is asked to ring Mr. H. F. Thomas, 
at Irymple 27, who will arrange to collect specimens 
shot, and will also 1·eimburse growers for cartridges 
used. 

"The cotq_mittee does not expect to be able to publish 
its findings in full until the latter part of 1954, but it 
nevertheless hopes to be able to issue a brief interim 
report dealing principally with various suggested 
methods of control, so that growers will be able to try 
some of them out during the 1954 harvesting season. 
A number of methods is already under consideration, 
but the committee is anxioUs to hear of as many more 
as possible. Any g1·ower, therefore-, who has tried, or 
has heard of any means whatever· of destroying starlings, 
or of keeping them away from ·vineyards, is invited to 
let the committee have details, so that these can be 
passed on to other gl-owers. 

CONCRETE-LINED' CHANNEL RECONSTRUCTION 
At Red Cliffs and Merbein during the winter of 1951 and at Woorinen during 1953, the gunite process 

was used to ~line irrig,ation channels which had deteriorated over the years. This report, reprinted from "Aqua," 
official journal of the Victorian State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, indicates the progress made, wit,h 
some preliminary findi-ngs on the durability of the process. 

The reconstruction work, consisting of 36 chains of 
relining at Red Cliffs, the raising of 212 chains of main 
channel lining at Merbein, and 47 c.hains of channel 
relined and raised at Woorinen, was carried out under 
the control of the District Engineer at Red Cliffs, Mr. 
R. Drummond, and the District engineer at Swan Hill, 
Mr. W. E. Bromfield. 

From experience on the work carried out, it appeal's 
that the Gunite process, which is actually an alternatiVe 
method of placing concrete, will result in linings of 
higher quality placed at a cost comparable with present 
methods of concrete relining, and will be a cheaper 
and more efficient method of raising the height of 
channel linings. 

Gunite Process 
The Gunite process consists of the introduction of a 

nearly dry mixture of sand and cement into a pressure 
chamber by use of two bell valves, the ejection of the 
mixture through a pipeline by air pressure of about 80 
pounds per s·quare inch to a nozzle where water is mixed 
with the san9.-cement and the mortar is sprayed on to 
the surface being treated. Air pressure at the nozzle 
is 40-50 lb. per square inch. Layers of mortar up to 
two inches can be placed, and if desired another two 
inches can be applied later. 

The sand should have the correct amoUnt of moisture 
or else the line~ will becon1e blocked if the sand is too 
wet, or an incomplete mix with the water will be 
obtained if the sand is too dry. 

Sand and cement are mixed by hand or small mixer, 
and the mixture is placed in the :f;eed chamber. After 
the valve is closed air pressure is applied and the mix
ture is then introduced into the working chamber, from 
which it is discharged. 
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Relining at Red Cliffs 
The work at Red Cliffs was carried out on a concrete

lined channel, 20_feet in perimeter, on a fillbank of local 
sandy loam about ten feet high. Serious deterioration 
of the lining had taken place through the years, and in 
places the lining was no more than a lightly cemented 
sand which 1eak"ed badly and. had no strength. 

It was decided to reline the section with 1! in. thick
ness of gunite, reinforced with a layer of 6 in. x 3 in. 
x 12 g. B.R.C. fabric, the contract being let to Cement 
Gun Pty. Ltd. Preliminary cleaning down and prepara
tion of the channel, supply of sand, gravel, cement and 
water to the mixing plant and subsequent curing was 
carried out by the Commission. 

Preliminary cleaning down of the existing lining Was 
carried out with the water in the channel at the con
clusion of the sixth irrigation, whilst a final cleaning 
with wire brooms --and a breaking in of all unsupported 
lining was made just prior to the placing of the new 
lining. The contractors finally scoured the existing 
lining with an air-water jet and immediately shot a 
half-inch layer of gunite on this cleaned surface. Suffi
cient mix for a half-day's work ; was prepared. The 
layer of fabric was laid on thi,S undercoat and then 
the final one inch of lining·shot. 

The natural l'Ough surface of porous material was 
left, although on .sOme jobs this porous layer is either 
blasted off or floated to a smooth finish. In this case 
it was thought that the insu]ation of the porous layer 
(which was not included in the H in. t4iclmess) was of 
value in protecting the actual lining, whilst the rough 
surface would have no appreciable effect on the capac
ity of the channel in view of the size of its cross section. 
As water curing was to be used, the roughness would 
not be a disadvantage, as it would have been if the use 
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of curing oils had been proposed. The surface was 
therefore left as shot. 

In the early stages, at the end of each day's work, 
uncompleted linings were finished on a bevel edge, but 
it was then insisted that the work should finish at right 
angles against a template, The result has been that, 
whereas in two or three cases patches up to two feet 
wide have been necessary to replace bevel-edged joints, 
finishes against a template have resulted in no more 
than minor localised cracks. No expansion joints were 
made. Curing of the finished work was carried out by 
keeping it covered with a blanket of wet bags for five 
(5) days. 

In all 5200 sq. yards of channel were relined. Materials 
used per c. yard of g'!:mite were: 
Sand . . . . . ._ . . . . . . . . 1.21 c. yds. 
Carisbrook Gravel passing 

~ in. square mesh . . . . 0.57 c. yds. 
Cement . . . . . . . . . . . . 9.6 bags (94 lb.) 

Cement usage worked out at 1 ·bag to 22§: sq. ft. of 
H i'n. lining instead of 1 bag· per 24 sq. ft. as specified. 

Two summers and a winter have now elapsed since 
the work was completed. Apart from the failure of a 
few bevel-edged joints, the only defects in the lining 
are a few minor cracks which have shown up during 
this summer. It is intended, during winter, to paint 
these cracks with Silasec paint to ensure complete water
tightness and thus insure against the possibility of froSt 
damage to the lining commencing in the cracks. 

The lining is very dense and strong, and should out
live by. many years a 3 in. concrete lining placed at the 
same time. 

The cost of gtmite lining in place amounted to £25/4/
:per c. yd. The cost ?f 3 ,in. placed concrete in a relining 
JOb done at Red Chffs m 1948, on the same basis of 
costs was £16/9/- per c. yd. ' 

However, the 1~ in. gunite lining is equivalent to the 
3 in. placed concrete, and will therefore cover twice the 
area. . On this basis, then, the cost of gunitirig is 
approximately 75 o/o of the cost of lining the same area 
of channel with placed concrete. 

Limitations 
The drawback to this method is the cumberSome and 

heavy nature of the plant, which requires a good track 
along· the channel, unless the channel is of such size 
that the plant can travel along its bed. For this reason 
it is doubted whether the gunite process would b~ 
economic in Red Cliffs, except in the case of about six 
miles o,f main channel. 

In smaller. channelsJ too, the rough surface left on 
the work at Red Cliffs would have to be floated, other
wise the perimeter_ conditions would cause too great a 
reduction in capacity. 

Although there was no trouble due to blanket weed 
adhering to the rough surface, this has been found to 
be a maj.or objection in the Curlwaa district, where some 
small channels have been gunite lined and left rOugh. 

, The success of a gunite lining depends on the opera
tor of the gun. The proportions of cement and aggre
gate are fixed at the mixing bowl, but the water. content 
is controlled by the operator. Too dry a mix results 
in a porous unhydrated concrete, whilst too much water 
causes slumping and, again, poor quality work. 

It is essential for the gun operator to be a trained 
man and travel with the plant if reasonable success 
for the method is to be achieved. ·This is the usual 
practice in regard to excavator operatorS. 

Topping of Main Channel Lining at Merbein 

The main channel at Merbein was topped f.or 212 
chains by the same process, the channel lining being 
raised 6~ to 18 inches in height. 

Formwork was set for the back and top of the topping, 
and gunite shot into the form to a depth of 2 in., then 
the wire netting placed and the cross section completed. 

It was found on this work that this cross -'section 
could only be shot if the height was a minimum of 6 in. 
If weight was less than 6 in. rebound was trapped in the 
corner of the framework, resulting in an unsatisfactory 
job. In this case it was found better to omit the top 
board from the form and use the gun to shape the surface 
of the topping. 

The cost of topping, placing only, was £16/1/8 per 
c. yd; (£12/9/- per.c. yd. equivt. at Red Cliffs). The 
proportions of materials being sensibly the same as those 
at Red Cliffs. 

The method. produced a first class result at Merbein. 
Odd minor cracks have occurred, but no tendency for 
the topping to lift from the old concrete. 

It is considered that the linings resulting from the 
use of gunite will be of higher quality than with present 
methods, an<;I that th~ cost will be comparable if reason
able access is available to the site. Suitable sand is 
available in these areas for such work, resulting in a 
saving over concrete work, as suitable gravel supplies 
are not so readily available and freight rates at present 
are very high. 

THE MILDUR! CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £500,000 PAID-UP. FUNDS £425,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

"P .ADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa, Coomealla (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mildura 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 
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FROST PREVENTION 
It is reported that the Berri Frost Club is proceeding 

with the installation of their "Jetom" machine, and that 
the balance of the funds required for the cost of instal
lation is being contributed by the Citrus Association, the 
Grape G1·owers_' Association and the Eerri Executive of 
The A.D.F.A. An assurance of close co-operation has 
been received from the South Australian Department of 
Agriculture. 

In reference to the contribution by the Association 
of £300 towards the cost of the installation of a "Jetom" 
wind machine· by the Berri-Barmera Frost Committee, 
the Board approved of a draft undertaking for com
pletion by the grower on whose property the machine 
had been installed to purchase it in the event of it 
proving satisfactory, but as the undertaking provided 
for the cost (£500) to be repaid to the Frost Committee 
on behalf of a number of sponsors, the Board decided 
that the undertaking should be endorsed so that £300 
shoUld be repaid to The A.D.F.A. 

On behalf of the Berri-Barmera Frost Committee, 
the Boal·d agreed to pay its contribution of £300 direct 
to Mr. F. Redlich, the inventor of the machine, who had 
supervised its installation. 

In respect to the trials of the machine since its 
installation, it was reported that tests had already been 
made, but complete evidence could not be obtai:hed 
as the incidence of frost had been negligible, that the 
S.A. Department of Agriculture were co-operating with 
a view to making checks throughout the area under 
experiment, and that the Section of Meterological 
·Physics of C.S.I.R.O. had stated their desire to partici
pate in the experiments. 

In regard to the installation of a machine by the 
Cardross and Red Cliffs Frost Club, if was learned that 
some difficulty }j_ad been experienced in obtaining elec
tric power, and as a result a request had been passed 
to Mr. Redlich to see whether he could modify the design 
of his machine so that it could be driven by a tractor 
or stationary engine. 

THE JETOM WIND MACHINE 
In an article published in' the last issue of the "News" 

Mr. H. W. King, of Berri, touched upon the use of the 
J etom wind machine as a new weapon in the fight 
against the ravages of frost. At recent meetings the 

The Jetom Wind Machine at Berri. 
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Board of Management has also examined the possibili
ties of this invention and authorised A.D.F.A. contri
bution towards its de.velopment. 

Basically, the Jetom wind machine is a device 
designed to draw the warm air, which scientists have 
discovered circulates at altitudes of between 50 and 
100 feet, downwards to mix with the s.:older lower layers 
and so raise ground temperature above the frost danger 
point. 

Additional protection is given by the creation of 
turbulence. -

Designed by Mr. F. Redlich, Melbourne Aerodynamics 
Engineer and former C.S.I.R.O. Research Officer, the 
machine is electrically driven and is started by a thermo
stat switch, which can be set to operate at any desired 
temperature. 

Wind machines of various designs are being used 
extensively in America, and in the fruit and vegetable 
region of California alone there are several thousands 
in operation. 

In Australia frosts serious enough to damage fruit 
or crops are of the radiation type. They occur_ on calm, 
clear nights, when the air temperature near the ground is 
very low, and there is invariably a huge reservoir of 
relatively warm air above ~e cold lower layer. 

This reseTvoir, which may be several hundred feet in 
height, has an average temperature of 40 degrees F. 

For safe calculations, the conservative estimate of 
the area protected by one such machine is 3-4 acres for 
citrus and dense crop, with a larger range for vines. 

For use in vineyards, the bottoni of the machine is 
about 7 ft. 6 in. above the grOund. The blower end 
of the machine operates once every four minutes, spread
ing the warm air around the frost layer. 

Research has shown that the area which can be given 
frost protection can be greatly increased by inclining 
the axis of the fans in the wind machine. An angle of 
tilt of 60 degrees has been found to be efficient. 

One of the principal obstacles to widespread use of' 
the J etom wind machine is the restriction of electricity 
available and the hig-h costs of fuel. 

The Jetom machine is designed to operate on small 
power consumption, giving it highest aerodynamic 
efficiency through a ducted and faired fan-motor up.it, 
absorbing only about· 10 -h.p. It takes about 3/- an· 
hour to run-a fraction of normal frost pot costs. 

Experiments with the machine were started in 1946; 
and it is ·believed that Australian research is ahead of 
similar U .. S. work in this field. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



PROTOTYPE WASHING MACHINE 
A report haS been considered by the Board. relative 

to enquiries made from C.S.I.R.O. Workshops at Mari
byrnong concerning the progress achieved in developing 
the prototype washing unit. It was noted that an officer 
of the workshops had visited Mildura some two months 
ago and had advised that there would be a delay in 
the installation of the prototype due to- difficulties 
experienced in ~entrifuging the fruit after washing. The 
centrifuge had to be redesigned, and in doing so the 
Workshops had -examined some six alternatives, includ
ing one of drying by electrical means. This particular 

alternative had been found, however, to be too com
plicated. The Workshops had eventually decided to 
modify the design of the original centrifuge, and while 
the Chief Mechanical and Electrical Engineer (Mr. R. N. 
Morse) had been Unable to say when installation in 
Mildura could be made, it would not be before the 1954 
season, At present the prototype with the modifications 
carried out is being run in order to get essential data 
on which to continue the researches. A full report of 
~evelopments to date iS to be submitted by C.S.I.R.O. 

FIBRE-BOARD BOXES 
An' experimental shipment of 3000 fibre-board .boxes 

of fruit was sent to London, where it w-as examined by 
members of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits C~mtrol 
Board. Problems of daily output and stacking have not 

yet been solved, but if overcome the general use of 
fibre-board boxes might result in a saving· in steamer 
freights. 

·EXTENSION SERVICE 
' 

Further consideration has been given by the Board 
to the inclusion of the Dried Fruits Industry in the Vic
torian Department of Agriculture Extension Service, 
and reports which had been received showed that follow
ing disCussions between the Board Chairman, Messrs. 
J. H. Gordon and L. G. Cameron (Board members) and 
Mr. F. Penman, Officer-in-Chaige of C.S.I.R.O. Research 
Station,, Merbein, the matter had been taken up by the 
Mildura' District Council, A.D.F.A. These reports, in 
summary form, showed: 

-That C.S.I.R.O., being a research organisation, was 
able to provide only a limited extension service. 
There is no biological or pathological staff at the 
Merbein Research Station. 

-That the Department of Agriculture is normally 
-responsible for extension services, 

-That the need existed for a committee to be set 
up to qualify for extension services under depart
mental control, and that Messrs. Cameron and 
Gordon confer with grower-members of the 
C.S.I.R.O. Merbein Consultative· Committee to this 
end. 

-That the proposed committee be a responsibility of. 
the Mildura District Council A.D.F.A. 

-That the Mildura District Council A.D.F.A. had 
appointed a suP-committee consisting of Messrs. 
L. G. Cameron (Chairman), J. H. Gordon, E. C. 
Orton, H. F. Thomas, W. B. Rawson, A. E. Hazel, 
A. R. McDoi1ga1l and the Secretary, with. one repre
sentative from Robinvale. 

-That the sub-committee had been authorised-

(a) To ;approach the :Department of Agriculture 
stressing the urgent need for an extension 
service; and 

(b) to inform the Department that the Mildura 
District Council A.D.F.A., representing Dried 
Fruits growers in the Mildura, Red Cliffs, Mer
bein and Robinvale districts, wholeheartedly 
supported such a service. 

_:____That information helpful to the setting up ~f an· 
extension service is being sought by the sub.,.com
mittee from Messrs. D. V. Walters (C.S.I.R.O., 
Griffith, N.S.W.), R. C. Polkinghorne (Nyah
Woorinen Enquiry Committee, Station 38H) an(l H. 
Jackson (Wakool Land Use Committee, Moulanlein, 
N.S.W.). -COMPATABILITY OF SPRAY MATERIALS 

A request has been sent to the Victorian Superinten
dent of Horticulture ·that as confusion exists regarding 
the compatability of many of the proprietary insecti
cides and fungicides now being marketed, and growers 
are finding difficulty in reconciling the indicated stan
dards of Some of these preparations with compatability 
reports, a chart be prepared by the Victorian Depart
ment of Agriculture as a guide to growers in mixing 
spray materials. The suggestion was also made that 
such a chart be one approved by the Agricultural l)epart
ments of all pro_ducing States. 

A reply has been received from the Superintendent 
expressing understanding of the confusion amongst 
growers, but pointing out that the Journal of .Agriculture 
for June each year contains a complete list- of registered 
fungicides, insecticides and other agricultural chemicals. 
The Superintendent promised to make e1iquiries for the 
inclusion on labels of lists of compatabilities, and note-d 
the suggestion that a compatability chart should be 
authoritative for each producing State, but that the pub
licaticm of a .chart might be delayed if the approval of 
all producing States was first to be obtained. 

+•-••-••-••-••-om-,.,_.,_,,_,.,_,,_,._,.,_,,._,,_,,_,,_,,~,.,_,._,,_,,_,,_.,_,,._,._,,_,,_,.,,_,., __ ,_,,_,,_,.,_,,._,.,_,,_,,._""_"'-+ 

THE VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY liMITED 
ESTABLISHED I 8.4 9 

104 YEARS OF SERVICE 
FIRE, ACCIDENT, MOTOR CAR, liVESTOCK, 
WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP (FIRE AND HAIL). 

I 44-46 QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE I 
f_.,_,._,_,_,_,.~ .. -··-"-·"--"-·-.. -.. -~:~~~~~~.: .. ~ ... ~~:.~~~~ ... -... ::~:.~~.~~~~ ... _,._,_.,_,_.J 
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NYAH-WOORINEN ENQUIRY COMMITTEE 
The 22nd- Annual Report of the Nyah~Woorinen Enquiry Committee presents accounts of achievement 

in a number of aspects of research. in his report, the President, Mr. D. W. Cockroft, says: 

"The past year has been one of varied success,' coupled with some disappointments. Our research pro~ 
gramme and our research farm work have proceeded smoothly, and in som·e phases with marked success, but our 
work in getting informatlon to growers is still conducted in a very haphazard manner, due, of course, to a lack 
of suitable men to undertake advisory Work." 

Below are set out repor.ts on various avenues of res0arch pursued in the past twelve months. 

SOIL MANAGEMENT TRIAL ON. SULTANAS 

General Management 
As in previous years, the clean c1.1-ltivation plots 

received normal block cultivation. 

Weeds on the oil spray and former lucerne plots were 
controlled solely by oil sprays, without cultivation. 

Early in the seawn vines in the annual legume 
(pasture) plots showed very poor growth, and the 
foliage was very yellow. It was considered necessary 
to discontinue the pasture treatment. These plots we·re 
rotary hoed in November. At the same time 2 cwt. per 
acre of sulphate of ammonia was applied and turned in 
with the swatd. For the· remainder of the season they 
were maintained as for clean cultivation, an~ their 

general appearance improved considerably. There 
appear to be good canes available for this year's pruning. 

G£neral Observations 
Budburst oi vines under oil spray treatment was a 

we·ek earlier than vines under cultivation. One replicaw 
tion of vines under exwlucerne treatment is on resistant 
rootstock. Bud bursts on these viiles was a week later 
than ownwrooted vines under the same treatment. 

Reaume tests for sugar content on the 3rd of March 
gave the following results:-

Oil spray, 10 degrees; clean cultivation, 9.2 degrees. 
These figures show that oil spray plots were still 

ahead of clean cult!vation plots at harvest time. 

Summarised Yields 

Av. No. of Av. Av. Total Yield 
Treatment Cane Bunches Vine Bunch· 

Rating Pr. Vine Yield Weight 1953 1952 

Clean. Cultivation . . . . . . . . .. 5.72 51.98 13.25 lb. .83 lb. 4,281 lb. 3,048 lb. 
Oil Spray, 2 years . . . . . . . . .. 6.35 55.41 49.30 lb. .89 lb. 4,682 lb. 2,931 lb. 
Lucerne, 2 years, Oil Spray, 2 years 4.92 55.36 48.40 lb. .87 lb. 4,885 lb. 1,06~ l)l. 
Pasture, 3 years, Clean Cultivation, 1 year 4.50 35.00 26.85 lb. . 76 lb . 2,4:98 lb. 2,159 lb. 

Total Yield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 

Total yields were some 75 o/o higher than in 1952. The 
whole area has improved considerably during the experi
ment, probably as a result of flood irrigation. 

Results show oil spray to· be slightly better than clean 
cultivation all through. 

Former lucerne plots, although being poorer in cane 
growth than either clean cultivation or soil spray, pro
duced as many bunches and yielded equally as well 
as oil spray, and are now showing the benefits o·f o.il 
spray tieatment. ' 

Pasture plots were much poorer than other treatments 
in cane growth, bunch numbers and yield. Bunches and 
berries Wl@!re small under this treatment. This empha
sises the risks of allowing weeds or cover crops to com
pete with the vines in springtime. 

Minor plots treated with gypsum gave no higher yield 
than untreated plots. 

Soil Sampling 
Soil samples taken in winter 1952 showed: 
1. General rise in pH under ,all treatments and at all 

depths, averaging 0.17 units. 
2. Rise in pH more' pronounced in gypsum plots. 
3. Reduction of salt content of all plots (av. 15 parts 

por 100,000). 
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.. 16,3~6 lb. 9,199 lb. 

4. Rise in pH 'closely associated with the fall in salt. 

5. Slight rise in. salt in the 0-12" zone with the 
exception of former pasture plots, which show a slight 
fall in salt content in this zone. 

6. Considerable reduction of salt content of the 
subsoil, especially in the former lucerne and pasture 
plots (av. 85 parts per 100,000). 

Conclusions fo Date: Adoption of flood irrig·ation froffi 
the start has generally improved the experimental block. 
Oil spray treatment has given better growth and yield 
than normal management, but iwt sufficiently so to cover 
the extra cost. Either a perennial or annual legume 
sward competes strongly with the vines, and under the 
water and fertiliser a:(Jplicaj;ions given reduced yield 
disastrously. Gypsum has had no observable effect on 
vine performance in the trial so far. 

Nitrogen Timewof~Application Trials on Su!tanas 

On Mr. H. M. Cottman's vineyard, sulphate of 
ammonia and nitrochalk are applied to various plots at 
sixteen different .. times or combinations of times through
out the year. The trial is now in its third year. So 
far no difference in the growth or yield of the plots 
has been observed. 
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BLACK SPOT OF THE VINE 
The following article, by Mr. R. H. Taylor, is a summary of the work carried out during the last ,thr~e 

seasons at the Nyah-Woorinen EnCiluiry Committee's Experimental Farm; 

· The experiments were started in 1950 following 
severe losses from a Black Spot epidemic in the pre
ceding year. The purpose of the tests was to compare 
the efficacy of some organic fungicides with the recom
mended treatment consisting of sulphuric acid spray 
in the dormant period followed by Bordeaux. foliage 
sprays. 

The 1950-51 trials consisted of a randomised block 
of six treatments replicated four times. Nine sultana 
vines were used for each plot. Table 1 sets out the 
results obtained for this year. 

For the 1951-52 tests the same plan was adopted, 
but seasonal conditions did ~ll,ot favour Black Spot, and 
so results could not be obtained. 

In 1952-53 six treatments were again tested, but the 
number of replicates was increased to six and the unit 
plot reduced to eight vines. 

';['he results _for this season are given in Table 2. 

In both years the tOtal yield for each treatment was 
weighed. A percentage infection figure was arrived 
at by counting every bunch in the plot. 

Table 1 1950-52 Tests 

Treatment 
Dormant 

Nil 
Nil 

Av. Yield per Percentage 
~- -~____Eoliag~ ____ ---~lot (1~_.) ___________ ... _C_le_a_n_~r,_.u00it,_c-

Nil 16 5 p.c. 
50 p.e. Bordeaux · 37 

Acid Swab 
10 p.c. Sulphuric 
Acid Iron Swab 
10 p.c. Sulphuric 

8 p.c. Iron Sulphate 
Thiram 

80 p.c. dispersible 
powder 

3 lb, per 100 gaL 
P.M.C. 

2.5 p.c. dispersible 
powder 

3 lb, per 100 gaL 

Table 2 

Bordeaux 

Bordeaux 
Thiram 

80 p.c. dispersible 
powder 

H lb. per 100 gaL 
P.M.C. 

2.5 p.c. dispersible 
:Powder 

H lb, per 100 gaL 

1952-53 

Treatment 
Dormant 

·Nil 
Acid Swab 

10 p.c. Sulphuric 
Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

"'ii 

Foliage 

Nil 

Bordeaux 
Ziram 

80 p.c. dispersible 
powder, 1 ~ lb./100 

gaL 
Thiram 

80 p.c. dispersible 
powder, 1?!: lb./100 

gal. 
P.M. C. 

2 p.c. dispersible 
powder, 1~ lb./100 

gal. 
P.M,F. 

3. 75 p.c. dispersible 
powder, 4 oz./100 

gal. 

Dormant. Applied three weeks before budburst. 
Foliage. First spray at budburst. Three further sprays 

at fortnightly intervals. 
Bordeaux. The Bordeaux consisted of 15 lb. of copper 

sulphate per 100 gallons neutralised with lime until an 
end point was obtained with phenolphthalein testing 
paper. 

Discussion of Results 

1. 1950-51: In this year the Black SpOt, although not 
-reaching epidemic proportions, caused a severe reduc
tion in yield of the unsprayed vines. Thiram was the 
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29 50 p.c. 

49 50 p.c. 

50 95 p.c. 

31 80 p.c. 

Tests 

Leaf Counts 
Av. Yield No. Diseased 
Per Plot Percentage Leaves 

(lb.) Clean Fruit (October) 

55' 5 p.c. 110 

85 95 p.c. 10 

85 98 p.c. 5 

85 98 p.c. 3 

8li 80 p;c, 10 

78 65 p.c. 70 

outstanding spray. Ther& was -no difference between 
the schedules based on Bordeaux, all gave poor control 
compared with Thiram. P.M.C. did not give a promising 
result. 

2. 1952-53: The Black Spot attack this year occurred 
early in the season and caused only slight damage. How
ever, a significant reduction in yield was obtained in 
the unsprayed plots.. ·Again Ziram and Thiram wer:: 
outstanding. Acid swab, plus Bordeaux, was also goo.d, 
but in the light of the previous year's experience it may 
be assumed that the infection level was sO low that 
differences were not demonstrated as clearly as in the 
previous tests. 
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P.M.C. gave a fair result, but could not be recom
mended as a cover spray when Ziram and Thiram are 
available. 

P.M.F. gave no promise of good control. 
."Bt ACK SPQI Of THE VINE 

Further tests are to be carried out this year with 
Thiram, Ziram and a new material, Captan. The aim 
of these tests is to obtain a more economical cohtrol of 
Black Spot with this group of fungicides . 

COMMONWEALTH RESEARCH STATION, MEJ{BEIN 
A trial was commenced in the spring of 1952 for the 

control of Erinose miteS on Gordo vines at A. Westcott's 
block and at 38H at Woorinen. 

The treatments consisted of: 
(a) Early lime sulphar, 1:10 before bud burst. 
(b) Late lime sulphar, 1:10 when shoots have burst. 
(c) E605 (0.015%). 
(d) Hexone. 
Examination early in the growing season showed little 

evidence of Erinose on any plots, but later it appeared on 
the control vines. All spray treatments appear to have 
controlled the mites. 

The trial will be conUnued this Season. 
Fifty-four rods from Waltham Cross vines from four 

sites in the Woorinen district were examined. Compared 
with Sultana buds, the Waltham buds are more open, con
tain more protective hah•s, and less small green bracts 

and leaves. 'Mites were present in 107 of the 270 buds 
examined, a percentage of 40.4, which is lower than the 
percentage found last year (64). The mite was found 
just under the outer scales, but more commonly clustered 
on the green leaves or on the bunch if present. 

The fruitfulness of the rods was as follows: 
Bud Position . . . . . . 1 2 3 4 5 
Per cent. Fruitfulness. 28 28 48 49 46 

Twenty-two per cent. of the buds were dead, and of 
these 30 pe:r cent. contained mites, while 26 per cent. of 
the "growing point only" healthy buds with no bunch 
buds and 61 J?er cent. of the fruitful buds had mites in 
them. 

All four blocks showed about the same mite infestation, 
and except for one block, which was lower in per cent. 
fruitfulness, the other three were very similar. 

W. JOHN WEBSTER, Research Officer. 

SULTANA BUD BURST 
The re;port below i·s from. the Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein. 

Bud burst has been followed in detail on 54 vines on years, the vines prulled
1 
in June and July of 1952 and 

each of thre~ blocks in the Sunraysia district for the last 1953 were combined and compared with all the vines in 
three years. Alt vines have been pTuned to six 14-bud 1951. The table shows the average number of shoots 
canes each year. They are examined every third day per vine on ef:tch date. 
during bud burst to see how many buds have burst. In 5/9 8/9 11/9 14/9 17/9 20/9 23/9 26/9 
1952 and. 1953 the vines were divided into three groups 1951 18. 33 49. 63 67 69 70 70 
on each block The first group were pruned_ on 4th June, 1952 48 58 66 .74 74 75 76 76 
the second on 8th July, and the third on 11th August. 1953 2 9 18 26 48 58 61 65 
In 1951 all the vines were pruned between 14th June It will be seen that the vines this year are about ' 
and 10th July. It has been found in the last two.years twelve days later than last year. and six days-later than 
that the vines pruned on 4th June and 8th July burst the previous year. It would also appear that the num-
at practically the same time, and those pruned on 11th her of shoots Produced this year will be about the same 
August are only about two days later. To compare the as in 1951, and somewhat less than in 1952. 

LUPINS AS COVER CROPS 
The use of lupins as cover crops in Western Aus

tralia is of interest to Eastern States growers. 
It is believed that this legume should do really well 
under irrigation production, and it may be that it would 
be necessary to introduce the nitrogen fixation bacteri.a 
in the form- of culture to establish this crop. The price 
factor makes them a keen competitor against tick beans. 
The lupin prefers a fairly dry soil, and is often planted 
either· during harvest or as soon as possible after. 

The Officer in charge of the Merbein Research Station 
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at Merbein (Mr. F. Penman) states that Narrow 
Leaf Blue Lupin from New Zealand might grow better 
in the light sandy soils, which do not grow a good 
stand of Tick Beans. He adds that while the plant 
does well in the acid soils of W .A., it is not suited to 
the alkaline soils in the Murray areas. 

Many W.-A.-. groWers are using the new fungicidal 
sprays this year, large quantities of Ziram having been 
sold. This, with the mild, -dry spring, should reduce 
the infestation of Black Spot tq low levels. 
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[/.Jto.ductian and Jl!la~fieting 
PACK ESTIMATES 1953 

Estimates as at 4/11/53 are 
tities quoted are in tons. 

shown below. AU quan-

States of Production Cun,..·a'"n"t,.s,_.S,_,"'II..,t.,.a.,n.,.a~s-"'Lexias Total 
Victoria and N.S.W. 

(River Murray) 
South Australia. . . . 
Western Australia .. 
Totals . . . . . . . . . . 

7,201 
7,152 
2,458 

16,811 

55,736 6,861 69,798 
13,749 4,293 25,194 
' 162 73 2,693 

69 ,M7-1~1",~2;_27::o--'9~7 ,6 s 5 

FIRM ORDERS 
•.· 

Distributors and manufacturers have been required 
to submit their firm orders by the 31st October in 

accordance with Clause 13 of Terms and Conditions 
of Sale. The Presiderit of the Federal Dried Fruits 
DistributO-rs' Association readily acceded to the :ijoard's 
request that he circularise members of his Association 
emphasising the necessity for distributors to carry full 
stocks of Dried Vine Fruits to the end of February, so 
that at the end of Season 1953: 

(i) There will be no shortage of Dried Vine Fruits 
for the retail and manufacturing trade. 

(ii) There will be no undue carry-over stocks in the 
hands of Distributors and Manufacturers. 

INSURANCE CHARGES 
Discussion took place on the variation of insurance 

charges by Victorian packing houses in final ·account 
sales which led to the enquiry as to Whether packing 
houses generally were strictly observing the require
ments under A.D.F.A. Rules :ind Regulations. It was 
decided that the General Secretary should point out 
these variations to Victorian packing houses and obtain 
explanations in respect to Seasons 1950-1952. 

An examinati~n of the insm·ance return now sub
mitted by ]Jacking houses to Head Office, in accordance 
with Rules and Regulations, made no provision for any 
form of certification or for recording the name of the 
insurance company, and the .Board of Management 
agreed that commencing with Season 1954 the return 
should be redesigned to incorporate these requirements. 

U.S. EXPORT SUBSIDY ON SULTANAS 
In the February, 1953, issue of "Foreign Agriculture," 

emanating from the U.S.A;, the following comment is 
made concerning _the G.A.T.T, discussions at Geneva in 
November, 1952; on the U.S. system of subsidising exports 
of Dried Fl•uits :-

"Greece and Turkey declared that they_ were being 
injured by the United'States export subsidy on Sultana 
Raisins. Discussions of the matter were held during 
the session, and the United States agreed to consult 
further with affected countries, although the United 
States delegation -pointed out that their country had 
not used the subsidy to increase its share of the market 
or expand its production." 

The effects of the subsidisation programme by the 
U.S.A., already felt by Australia, are now being experi
enced bv other producing countries. For some vears 
The A.D.F .. A., on behalf of the J\._ustralian Dried Fruits 
Industry, has protested vii~·orousl1r against the damaging 
effect of the U.S.A. subsidisation on world parity prices. 
Now Greece and Turkey, competing with the U.S.A., 
on the United Kingdom market, have taken steps to try 
and meet this danger. Turkey has decided to 
subsidise all exports of Dried Vine Fruits, and Greece is 
endeavoui'ing to meet the situation by manipulating the 
value of the drachma. 

M.F. CURRANTS 
Following on correspondence sent by the Boai·d 

of Management to the various State' Dried Fruits 
Boards Tegarding the effect on grOwers' returns 
should regulations prohibit the · retail sale of 
M.F. Currants, a letter had been , received from 

the Victorian Dried Fruits BOard recommending the 
inclusion of a new regulatiOn providing for an inter
mediate Plain grade whiCh would be lower than 1-crown 
and which would_be available for retail sale, provided 
that in the event of such regulation being approved the 
retail sale of M.F. Currants would be prohibited. 

~"""'"""'"'"'"''"""""'""'""""'""''""'"""'"""'""'"""'""""""'""""'"'"""""'""""""'"'"'"'"""""'"""''"'"'""'"'""""'""""'"'"'""'""'i'"'""""""""""""'"'"j 

' AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. i 
! PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS ! 
~ Branches at ~ 
§ ~ 1 Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs j 
i Head Office: Irymple ~ 

' . j "Aurora for Serrice/' We Supply All Growers' Requisites. i 
:: :, 
~ ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. .,:;j 
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The Board supported the principle of a Plain grade 
which would incorporate the better quality fruit now 
graded into M.F., and that M.F. grade would then be 
an emergency grade for manufacturing purposes only, 
to be sold at a price consistent with quality. 

On the 6th July a letter in the following terms was 
sent to the Victorian Dried Fruit~ Board, and on the 
14th July a similar letter was sellt to the New South 
Wriles, South Australian and Western Australian Boards: 

"At a recent meeting· of The A.D.F.A. Board of Man
agement discussion took place regarding the retail sale 
of M.F. Currants, and it is understood that this matter 
has _also been under consideration by some of the statu
tory Boards. _ It is possible that in their deliberations 
some of the statutOl'y Boards have given thought to limit
ing the disposal of M.F. grade fruit for manufacturing 
uses, and that only c~own grade fruit be made available 
for sale over the retail counter. 

,.'The Board of Management feel that perhaps the 
following views will prove infonnative to the members 
of your Board. 

"If statutory regulations are passed specifically pro
hibiting the retail sale of M.F. Currants such could, be 
detrimental to growers in that any quantity which could 
not be sold to Australian manufacturers Would either-

(i) have to be exported, if the re'quisite permission is 
given by the Department of Commerce; 

(ii) have to be sold for distillation at distillery prices; 
(iii) have to be dumped as unsaleable. 
"Whil.e permission is being sought by the Export Con

trol Board this season for a quantity to be exported to 
the United Kingdom, this practice cannot be regarded 
as being in the best interests of the Industry in selling 
its surplus production overseas, for this low grade fruit 
will compare unfavourably with higher quality fruit from 
other producing countries. This aspect will become more 
apparent when bulk marketing in the United Kingdom 
ceases and competition becomes keener. 

"Concerning disposal to distilleries, the price received 
would be much lower than if the fruit were sold as a 
grade of Dried Fruits quite suitable for human consump
tion, and the grower would be the loser. 

'"An unsellable surplus would, of course, be a complete 
monetary loss. 

"In respect to the present season the foregoing views 
are exemplified in that A.D.F.A. Agents have reported 
difficulty in selling all their stocks of M.F. Currants to 
manufacturers, and distilleries generally are not operat
ing so strongly this season. In fact, at the last meeting 
of the B_oarQ_ it was decided to support every application 
made by a distillery to the Excise Division of the Depart
ment of Customs for permission to distil sub-standard 
fruit in vieW of the reduced demand by wineries for this 
class this season. This action was necessary because a 
section of .the wine trade had requested the Minister for 
Customs to refuse permission for wineries to· distil spirit 
from sub-standard Dried Fruits. 

"So far as availability of the crown g'l'ades of Currants 
to the retail trade this· season is concerned it may be 
stated that supplies are satisfactory, and indeed in any 
season it may be stated that preferred delivery of crown 
grades is. always undertaken. It is only in a season 
where full supplies of crown grades are not available 
that M.F. Currants are sought by the retailer, although 
he may be offered same if it is found that supplies surplus 
to manufacturers' needs are being held by A.D.F.A. 
Agents, 

"It may be stated that it is not the policy of The 
A.D.F.A. to offer to the retail consumer M.F. grade in 
preference to crown grades of Currants." 

T:fi\T following letter was later received from 'the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board:-

"At a meeting of my Board held in Melbourne on the 
17th inst., reference was made to the fact -that, at the 
previous meeting of the Board, consideration had been 
given to the question as to whether it was desirable that 
the title 'Manufacturing Quality' should continue to be 
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included in the gt·ade description of Currants as appear
ing in the Second Schedule of the Dried Fruits Regula
tions-which means that at present it is permissible for 
this class of fruit to be sold over the counter to the 
public. 

"In this connection, the Board had before it a letter, 
dated 30th June, 1953, from Mr. H. R. Tim\ey (Deputy 
Chief Fruit Inspector, DePartment of Commerce and 
Agriculture) setting out Mr. Colbey's views on .. this 
matter and also letter dated 6th inst. from the General 
Secretary of The -A.D.F.A. giving reasons in support 
of A.D.F.A. opinion that prevention of the retail sale of 
M.F. Currants could be detrimental to growers. 

"After discussion, the following resolution was ca;eried: 
'That the Victorian Board recommends the inclusion 
in the Dried Fruits Regulations of an intermediate 
plain grade for Cui-rants for the purpose of providing 
a grade lower than 1 ·Crown, thus permitting the 
retail sale of Currants classed in this category, on 
the understanding that, in the event of this action 
being taken, the retail sale of M.F. Currants would 
be prohibited.' 

"Members asked that the terms of this resolution be 
forwarded to the other Boards, the Department of Com
merce and Agriculture and The A.D.F.A., with a request 
that these bodies furnish the Victorian Board with their 
views on the above proposal at their earliest con-
venience.'' 

Set out below are the views of the Deputy Chief 
Fruit Inspector of the Department of Commerce 
in a report to the Victorian Dried Fruits Board dated 30th 
June: 
"(a) The grade has been in existence for a' long time, 

even before the establishment of Control Boards. 
(b) The description 'Manufacturers' Quality' would sug

gest that all supplies packed in this grade be used 
for manufacturing only, and not for retail trade. 

(c) Sultanas are only packed into a manufacturers' grade 
when by reason of damage by rain or mould, the fruit 
is ineligible for inclusion in one of the crown or 
plain grades. 

(d) If the grade 'M.F.' were deleted altogether it i~ 
most likely that pressure would be exerted to widen 
the crown grades to permit the in,clusion of at least 
some of the fruit now included for lnanufacturihg. 
This would, of course, tend towards a general lower
ing of standards. Alternatively, all fruit now classed 
as 'M.F! would have to be sent to distilleries. 

(e) The tendency noted in Victoria. is to pick Currants 
before they are fully mature, presumably to clear 
the drying equipm,..ent for the main crop, Sultanas. 
This naturally results in a substantial proportion of 
Victorian Currants being in the lower range of 
grades. 

(f) From time to time exports o:f Manufactm·ers' Quality 
Currants are authorised by the Control Board. 
Although no ·sample is usually fixed for the grade, 
exports are confined to known lines which would be 
within the standard laid down in export regulations. 
It would be possible to fix samples in the usual way 
if required. · 

"In regard to (b) above, the matter is not one for 
the Department's jurisdiction, as presumably reference 
is to sales within the Commonwealth. 

"So far as e?Cports are concerned, each box is clearly 
stencilled with the words 'Manufacturers' Quality,' and 
the assumption is that, on overseas markets the fruit 
would not find its way into normal retail channels." 

PRICES FOR CURRANTS 
The Board decided that prices on the Commonwealth 

market for Seeded Buck Currants for Season 1953 should 
be-

, 10 ton price . . . . 
100 box pl'ice .. 
1 box price . . . . . . . . 

1/4i lb. 
11 4< lb. 
1/4~ lb. 
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SUB-STANDARD FRUIT FOR DISTILLATION 
In answer to a request by the Board that the Acting 

Minister for Customs permit his Excise Division to allow 
wineries to acquire sub-standard fruit this season for 
distillation purposes, a letter'had been received from the 
Acting Minister to the effect that no decision would be 
reached in regard to granting such permission until 
October next, when a· more accurate survey of the fOl'ti
fying· sph·it stocks in the Commonwealth and the assess
ment of the· needs of the 1954 vintage would be known. 
The Board were of the opinion that a postponement until 
October next would be detrimental to the interests of 
Dried Fruits growers, particularly if :Permission was not 
finally granted, for there was a large quantity of sub
standard fruit available this year, t:Pe value of Which 
was assessed at over £106,000. 

The General Secretary was authorised to protest 
strongly to the Acting Minister in the following terms:-

"Your reply of the 21st July to this Association's letter 
of the 2nd of the same month which gave support to the 
use of sub-standard Dried Jl'ruits for distillation and advo
'cated that permission be given by your Excise Division to 
any distillery wishing to use sub-standard Dried Fruit 
for -the manufacture of spirit this season has been placed 
before my Board of Management, who have particularly 
noted that no decision will be reached by you in this 
matter until October next. 

· "My Board not only express disappointment that a 
decision of such importance to the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry is to be deferred until so late in the season, but 
are concerned that by doing so you are placing an unneces
sary financial burden on Dried Fruits growers. My Board 
feel, both from the effect on Dried Fruits growers of 
deferring a decision and from othe1• references contained 
in your lette1;, that perhaps you are not fully aware of 
major factors concerning the annu8J disposal of sub
standard Dried Vine Fruit as it relates to the Australian 
Dried Fruits Industry, although perhaps you have been 
already acquainted with the views of the .Australian Wine 
Industry. 

"With some 2655 tons of sub_-standard fruit available 
from this season's Dried Vine Fruits harvest, growers 
stand to lose £106,200. The loss of this revenue to Dried 
Fruits growers in being unable to sell their sub-standard 
fruit to distilleries is a serious matter, and is accentuated. 
when costs of production, including wages, material and 
services are rising and overseas prices have fallen by 10% 
for this season against last season. Furthermore, as 
pointed out in my letter of 2nd July, the distilleries are 
the natural and only outlet for this ~lass of Dried Fruits. 

"In the third paragraph of your letter you refer to the 
sub-standard fruit .as being 'refuse.' This is an erroneous 
term, and one recently used by the wine-makers to depre
cate the claims of_the Dried Fruits Industry. This Associa
tion, on behalf of the Australian Dried Fruits Industry, 
objects to its use. Sub-standard fruit, when eagerly 
sought by the wine-maker in past seasons, waS never 
referred to as 'refuse,' neither were the prices then being 
offered applicable to fruit which, for propaganda purposes, 
is now being classified as rubbish. Much of the fruit 
actually offered and used for spirit manufacture includes 
fruit of good quality so far as sug-ar content is concerned, 
but is dark in colour and is considered by Government 
inspectors to be unsuited for normal Dried 'Fruit trade 
in the Australian and export markets. In support of 
this high standard of Government grading, it is noted 
that the Victorian Minister of Ag-riculture recently pub
lished a statement based on representations from London 
that the Dried Fruits Industry should send only its 
best fruit to the United Kingdom, and as a result of this, 
and the fact that from Season 1954 Australian Dried 
Fruits growers will have to compete with producers from 
other countries on the open U.K. market, it is essential 
that packing houses improve their pflck. Packing houses 
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are doing· so, _and are being supported by Government 
inspectors in their practices of blowing and hand-picking 
dark coloured fruit from the growers' deliveries in order 
to improve the standard of packing. 

"If, however, this low grade fruit is barred from use 
the efforts of the· Australian Dried Fruits Industry to 
improve the packing standard must be nullified, for it is 
essential for the grower to get a. reasonable return for 
the whole of his production, · 

01Your comment that growers were obliged to accept 
lower prices fo-r grapes in 1953 than during the preceding 
years is, it is respectfully pointed out, not a complete 
statement, for g·rowers were not obliged to accept these 
lower, prices. Many of the growers concerned sold drying 
varieties of grapes to wineries at a low price when they 
could well have dried them and sold them und'er the 
contract between the Australian and British Governments 
at a return which would have given them threefold the 
price they received from the wineries. Those wineries 
which accepted this fruit built up a stock of spirit at a 
low cost from fruit which might well have been diverted 
to better channels, and these self-same wineries now seek 
to escape the consequences of their action by inflicting 
an injustice on the Australian Dried Fruits Industry, both 
in respect to seeking a prohibition on the use of sub
standard Dried Fruits for distillation purposes, in belit
tling the standard of such fruit by terming it 'refuse,' 
and by creating a misleading impression concerning the 
price basis on which the grower would have sold his fruit 
last season. 

"It is desired to point out that in the 60 years in which 
the' Australian Dried Fruits Industry has been operating 
it has never been found necessary to divert the low grade 
fruit to any other- channel than for distillation, and it 
would be a rank injustice and one of complete inequity 
to have this position forced on the Industry because of 
the selfish- action of some wineries in purchasing drying 
varieties at a low price for cheap spirit manufacture. 

"It is pointed 'out that if those wineries which are 
dependent this season on the use of sub-standard fruit 
for distillation are refused permission, the result will be 
that next year those wineries will purchase fresh drying 
variety grapes, which in turn will take the place of sub
standard fruit which will then be available. 

"My Board trust that their views, now brought to your 
notice, clarify the position in your eyes, and th~t as a 
result your approval will be immediately_ given. to all 
applications made by wineries to use sub-standard fruit 
for distillation purposes this season." 

As a result of this approach, the following telegram 
was received from the Minister for~ Customs: 

"APPROVAL GIVEN USE 1953 DRIED GRAPES FOR 
FORTIFYING SPIRIT." 

SALES OF PRUNES 
A.D.F.A. processors contemplate marketing a~ experi

mental 28-oz. can containing moist pack "Choice" 80/90 
Prunes. As the quantity available will be limited, they 
will be offered initially in South Australia, but the follow
ing Commonwealth prices have been set by The A.D.F.A.: 

80/90 "Choice": 
Hingle box rate .. 
100 box rate .. 
10 ton rate . . . . 

4/5 
4/4!! 
4/40 

per can 
per can 
per can 

All the above prices are subject to trade and cash 
discounts as provided~r in A.D.F.A. Terms and Con
ditions of Sale and ar%llf.o.b. or f.o.r. port of shipment .. 
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JOINT GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE. OF ENQUIRY 
Following the· formation of the Committee of Enquiry 

by the Victorian, New South Wales and Commonwealth 
Governments, Mr. D. W. Cockroft, of WooTinen, who 
was nominated as .A_.D.F.A. respresentative on the com
mittee, has been accepted by the governments concerned. 

The first meeting of the committee was scheduled to 
be held in Melbourne on the 27th October, exten-ding 
over two days. Mr. D. ,W. Cockroft was present at this 
meeting. 

The terms of reference given to the Committee of~ 
Enquiry' are as follows: 

(a) To report upon the action which should be taken 
to rehabilitate the Mid-Murray Irrigation Settle
ments. 

(b) To classify the existing holdings and to determine 
the changes which should be made in the form of 
production and in production methods, and 

(c) To report to the governments concerned on the 
financial implications of these changes and whether 
the present advisory -services are adequate and any 
changes that should be made. 

' 
ROBINVALE PRODUCTION SOARS 

From a production. of 171 tons of ~ruit in 1950, Robin
vale growers have achieved a harvest of 2701 tons in 
1953. The following table shows how both the quantities 

of fruit and the acreages under production have increased 
in four seasons 

1950 Production Increase at Robinvale Over Past Four Years 
29 blocks, average approx. 10 acres bearing, 

1951 
29 blocks, average approx. 12 acres bearing, 
24 blocks, average approx. 15 acres bearing, 

1952 
29 blocks, average approx. 14 acres bearing, 
24 bloc;ks, average approx. 15 acreS bearing, 
32 blo,cks, average approx. 15 acres bearing, 

1953 
29 blocks, average approx. 15 acres bearing, 
24 blocks, average approx. 15 acres bearing, 
32 blocks, average approx. 15 acres bearing, 
15 blocks, average approx. 15 acres1

- bearing, 

The average tonnage per- acre produced from first 
year vines represents .9 tons, but it will be noticed that 
in 1952 and 1953, when the irrigation system had become 
more efficient, more than 1 ton per acre was being pro
duced in the first year. 

Second year vines have, to date, averaged 1. 7 tons 
per acre, and vines in production for the third year show 
an average of 2.2 tons per ·acre; this average of 2.2 tons 
per acre was also maintained in vines which produced 
their fourth crop in 1953. 

The above stated _figures are calculated on plantings 
comprising; two-thirds of the area in Sultanas and one~ 

= 290 acres. First crop .. 

Total Production, 1950 

350 acres. Second crop 
360 acres. First crop .. 

Total Production, 1951 

= '' 400 acres. Third crop .. 
360 acres. Second crop 
480 acres. First crop .. 

171 tons 

171 tons 

514 tons 
244 tons 

758 tons 
' 

921 tons 
714 tons 
652 tons 

Total Production, '1952 2,287 tons 

435 acres. Fourth crop 
360 acres. Third crop .. 
480 acres. Second crop 
225 acres. First crop .. 

946 tons 
724 tons 
803 tons 
228 tons 

Total Production, 1953 = 2,701 tons 

third in Gordos, and tonnages per acl'e When ·further 
summal'ised into respective fruits show: 

' 
First Year Sultanas . . . . . . 
First year Gordos . .. . . . . . . 
Second Year Sultanas .. 
Second Year Gordos .. 
Third Year Sultanas . . . . 
Third Year GOl'dos . . . . 
Fourth Year Sultanas .. 
Foul'th Year Gordos .. 

To'ns per ac1•e 

0.8 
1.2 
1.7 
1.7 
2.3 
2.0 
2.4 
2.0 

SUNRAYSIA DISTRICT YIELDS 
In the September issue of "Dried Fruits Topics" pro

duction and yield per acre in the three main producing 
areas of Sunraysia for Season 1953 are assessed as: 
Production Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
Mildura . . 2,766 13,886 2,702 19,354 tons 
Merbein . , 2,003 9,421 953 12,377 tons 
Red Cliffs . . . . 1,£34 16,851 1,685 20,070 tons 

Total 
Acreage 
Mildul'a 
Merbein 
Red Cliffs .. 

Total .. 

Yield Per Acre 
Mildur'a .. 
Mel'bein . . . . 
Red Cliffs .... 

Average 

6,303 

2,196 
1,265 

903 

4,364 

25.2 
31.7 
34.0 

28.9 
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40,158 5,340 51,801 tons 

8,686 1,725 12,607 acres 
5,239 540 7,044 acres 
8,793 970 10,666 acres 

22,718 3,235 30,317 

32.0 31.3 30.7 cwt. per acre 
36.0 35.3 35.1 cwt. pei acl'e 
38.3 34.7 37.6 cwt. per-acre 

35.4 33.0 34.2 cwt. per acre 

It should be noted that these figul'es include drying 
"val'ieties of fresh grapes sent to the fresh fruit market 
or to winel'ies-converted on a ratio of 4 to 1. 

Deliveries of Dried Fruits for the season wel'e: 
Sunl'aysia.. 6,250 39,879 4,653; 50,782 tons 
N.S.W. 1,018 6,731 849• 8,598 tons 

Total .. 7,268 46,610 5,502 59,380 tons 

It is of interest to· record .production pel' acre for the 
various districts fol' 29 years to 1953. 
Mildura .. 26.1 25.7 29.7 cwt. per acre 
MeTbein .. 32.6 32.0 35.3 cwt. per acre 
Red. Cliffs 35.9. 32.6 36.6 cwt. per acre 

Average 30.6 30.2 33.4 cwt. per. acre 

For Season 1953, Currant 3.nd Lexia prOduction ran 
vel'y close to _average annual production, while Sultanas 
wel'e about 16.5 o/o over average. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



B.C.P.O. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
In his address to the Annual General Meeting of the 

British Commonwealth Producers' Organisation, the 
Chairman, Mr. Niall Mac:tfherson, M.P., said that the 
question of free convertability of currencies remained an 
aspiration in the present international trade situation. 

"In such circumstances," Mr. Macpherson said, "it is 
evident that a measure of discrimination in favour of 
Commonwealth primary products, whether by quota or 
preference or both, is highly desirable. Even whe,n the 
declared objective of Her Majesty's Government to restore 
the free flow of trade over as wide an area as possible · 

has been attained, there will still be products which are 
so important to the economy of producing territories, in 
the Commonwealth that preference is for them essen
tial. The less important quotas become, the larger will 
preference loom in importance. The fact that the decline 
in the purchasing power of money has whittled down the 
real value of preference makes it all the more important 
that this country should regain its freedom over a certain 
area at least from the restrictions of GATT. I cannot 
foresee a time when there will not be a need for Imperial 
preference." 

·U.K. DE-CONTROL OF VINE FRUIT 
This extract from a recent news-letter from the British 

Commonwealth Producers' Organisation, gives an indi
cation of developments regarding U.K. de-control of 
Dried Vine Fruits. 

"It is reported that a delegation representing the Dried 
Fruits trade' in the United Kingdom has been informed 
that the Government intends to restore imports to private 
trading from 1st January, and that there will be no 
restriction on imports from non-dollar countries. A first 
step in this direction was taken on 15th August, since 
when retailers and manufacturers have been able to buv 
as' much Dried Vine Fruits (Currants, Raisins and Sul
tanas) as they want from Ministry stocks, and will no 
longer be restricted to the quantities to which they are 
entitled under the unit voucher scheme or on permits. 
The special prices chargeable for Currants and Sultanas 
for manufacturinll' purposes have been abolished. In 
future the Ministry's selling price for Currants and Sui-

CUF'. 4. V. 1035 
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tanas will be the same as for sales for domestic consump
tion. The Dried Fruits (Amendment) Order; 1953, has 
been made to give good effect to these changes. Decontrol 
will be facilitated by good crops in all the principal 
sources from which supplies can be drawn. In Turkey, 
owing to favourable climatic conditions, the 1953 crop is 
expected to rea"ch 87,000 tons; the 1952 crop produced 
an exportable S1Jrplus of 60,000 tons, of which the United 
Kingdom bought nearly 10,000 tons. Greece is expected 
to produce 38,000 tons of Sultanas this year, equalling 
last year's record crop, and 90,000 tons of Currants. 
After a series of disappQinting harvests, the 1953 Aus
tralian crop of Dried Vine Fruit of about 94,000 tons 
(Currants 1'7,000, Sultanas 68,000, and Lexias 9000) 
was substantially larger than in anv year since the peak 
pack of 104,261 tons in 1944. The U.K. Ministry of Food 
is believed to have heavy stocks of Dried Vine Fruit, · 
which are expected to be liquidated at least in part 
through the ChristmaS- trade demand." 

EXTRA PLANTINGS. 
Set out below is an extract from Federal Government 

"Hansard'' of the 30th September, 1953, whi,ch · deals 
with a question by Mr. A. R. Downer in the House. of 
Representatives to the Minister for Commerce, and his 
reply: 

"Mr: Downer: Is.the Minister for Commerce and Agri
culture aware of the strong' opposition shown. by the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association to the recommenda
tion of the Australian Agricultural Council that an addi
tional 3200 acres of Dried Vine Fruits be planted? Can 
the Minister say whether the Government, within the 
limits of its jurisdiction, will accept the Council's recom
mendation, or will heed the warnings of the Industry 
about the dangers of over-expansion in a falling price 
market? 

"Mr. McEwen: I am fully aware of the strong protests 
that have been made by the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association on the matter to which the honourable mem
ber has referred. Those protests have prompted me to 
make a very close study of the problem. I should like 
it to, be generally understood that the Commonwealth 
has only a limited statuS in respect of Dried Fruit 
plantings. Its auth.ority is c·onfined to plantings con
nected with war service land settlement. It has no 
status in respect of plantings sponsored by a State 
government, other than those for the purposes of war 
service land settlement. It certainly has no status in 
respect of ordinary civilian plantings. The Common
wealth, in view of its limited status in this matter, has 
trodden very carefully: .. in considering the a-creage in 
which it will involve itself in connection with war service 
land settlement. I point out that settlement projects 
cannot be, and are never attempted to be, initiated by 
the Oommonwealth. They are initiated by the State 
governments. In 1946, after a close study had been 
made of the problem, a conferenc~ on a Premiers level 
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decided to limit war service land settlement of Dried 
Fruits to 6000 acres. In 1949, after further study by 
the Australian Agricultural Council and the Irrigation 
Production Advisory Committee, a joint C,ommonwealth 
and State body, the approved acreage was increased by 
3500 acres. In 1952, as the result of a request by the 
South Australian Government, and after further study 
of the situation, the total permitted acreage was increa,sed 
to 12,700 acres. The whole of that acreage has not been 
planted. To date only 5520 acres have been planted, and, 
urider projects already approved, 300 acres will be added. 
in South Australia. I assure the honourable member 
that I am conscious of the dangers with which we are 
faced. If the market prospects deteriorate, seriously, I 
shall direct the atterition of all the State _governments 
to the situation and request that the problem be re
examined completely. At the present time expert opinion 
is that plantings already made or projected are within 
safe limits." 

APPEAL TO GROWERS 
To expedite packing and delivery to markets 

it is essential that the Department of Com
merce, in consultation with The A.D .F .A., fix 
grade samples of 'Dried Vine Fruits early in 
Season 1954. 

A~ samples can only be taken frbm fruit 
actually in Packing Houses, Growers are 
earnestly enjoined, for their own benefit, to 
deliver their fruit to Packing Houses directly 
it has been dried. 

PICK - DRY - DELIVER 

CANADIAN VINE FRUIT IMPORTS 
Imports of Currants and Raisins to Canada for the year ended March, 1953, were: 

Per Ton Per Ton 
Tons Value$ Average Currants- Tons Value$ Average 

Raisins- Australia 2,445 693,790 284 
Australia 13,555 4,251,735 $314 U.S.A. 217 60,343 314 
U.S.A ... 9,654 2,614,882 271 Greece 10 2,560 
Spain .. 91 18,060 198 
South Africa 1 330 330 2,672 756,693 

23,301 6,885,007 Total. ..... 25,973 7,641,700 

' SOUTH AFRICAN VINE FRUIT PRICES 
The South African Government, under its price control 

policy, in June, 1953, fixed maximum priceS for Dried 
Vine Fruits, as follows: 

Diamonds 
5D 4D 3D 2D 1D 

For Manufacturers-

Raisins 1/1~ 1!0§ 1Hd. 9~d. S!d. 
Currants . . 1!61 1/5~ 1/2~ 

Wholesalers' Prices-

Raisins 1/3 1/H 1/0! 10!d. 9d. 
Currants .. 1/7~ 117~ 1/3~ 

Retail Prices
Raisins . . 1/5 
Currants- . . 1/lOi 

1/3~ 
1/10 

1/2{: 
1/6 

10id. 

Prices quoted for manu,facturers are free on rails at 
packing· houses. Wholesale and retail pric'es are for 
delivery Capetown; freight beyond 100 miles is added. 
Prices are for fruit packed in 25 lb. boxes. 

For comparative purposes, the wholesale prices for 
Australian Vine Fruits are: 

5 Cr. 4 Cr. 3 Cr. 2 Cr. 1 Cr . 
Raisins 1/4~ 1/4~ 1/4~ 1/4~ 
Currants 1/6§ 1/5~ 1/5§: 1/4i 

It will be noted that Australian Raisin (or Lexia) prices 
are-higher and Currant prices lower than in South Africa. 

Note: For the above information on Canadian imports and South African prices, we are indebted to the September 
issue of "Dried Fruit Topics."-Editor "News." 

WORLD VINE FRUIT PRODUCTION UP 
Note: Due regard must be paid to the American terminology in respect to Vine Fruits, in this 
reprint of an extract from the "California Fruit News." The term "Raisin" in most cases 
covers both Sultanas _and Lexias. At the present exchange rates, the U.S. dollar equals just 

under 10/- (Aust.) .-Editor "News." 

The 1953 raisin pack in the nine leading commercial pi"oducing countries is estimated at 544,700 short tons, 
compared with 540,500 tons in 195~, and 461,200 tons in 1951.- This- preliminary 1953 estimate exceeds the 
ten~year (1941-50) average _of 467,900 tons_ and the five~year (1946-50) averag~ of 440,900 tons. 

The official United States estimate is as yet unavail
able; however, the trade estimates a production of 
246,000 tons, natural condition, compared with the 
290,000 tons for 1952. Sharp increases in Raisin pro~ 
ductiori are indicated for Australia, Iran, Turkey and the 
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Union of South Africa, while for Greece a crop equalling 
the big pr·oduction of 1952 is anticipated. 

Weather and other growing conditions ranged from 
good to ideal in the areas of increased Raisin production 
during the current season, Greek production was limited 
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to_ last year's level by furigus damage resulting from 
excessive rainfall, and late harvest is expected. 

At the close of the 1952~53 marketing season it was 
estimated that carry-over stocks from the 1952 pack 
totalled 1700 short. tons iil Turkey and 2200 tons in 
Iran. The Union of South Africa reports relatively 
large stocks of Thompson Seedless compared with stocks 
of the previous season, and Australian figures indicate 
that some carry-over may be available from the past 
season. Greece reports no stocks on hand at the end 
of the 1952..:.53 season. 

Preliminary and incomplete data on exports indicate 
that shipments of Raisins may have exceeded 290,000 
sh01't tons during 1952-53, compared with 245,200 tons 
durjng the season 1951-52 (excluding Argentina, Chile 
and Spain). Of the estimated 195_2-53 shipments, the 
United States e,xported more than 97,100 tons, Tuxkey, 
Greece and Iran combined may have exported more thah 
117,800 tons, and the British Commonwealth areas report 
almost 75,000 tons shipped. The total estimated ship
ments for 1952-53 represent about 54 per cent. of the 
1952 pack, or slightly more percentage-wise than the 53 
per cent. of a year earlier. 

U.K. Largest Buyer 

During 1952-53 the United Kingdom continued as ''the 
chief purchaser of United States, Australian and Sou_th 
African -Raisins. Western Germany purchased heavily 
in the Greek,- Turkish and Iranian markets, Canada was 
second to the United Kingdom in the United States and 
British · Commonwealth markets, receiving more than 
8700 tons from the United States and about one-third 
of the exports Qf Australia. The Netherlands was the 
third largest buyer of United States Raisins, fOllowed 
by Sweden, Norway and West Germany and Japan. All 
western European countries combined purchased 77,898 
tons in the United States, compared with 63,364 tons a 
year earlier. United States exports to non-European 
areas other than Canada totalled 10,470 tons, compared 
with 11,539 tons a year earlier. 

A number of factors, other than the size of the crop, 
are important in the international Raisin trade picture 
overseas in the 1953-54 season. Among these factors, 
the announceme.nt of decontrol of imports into the United 
Kingdom seemed to take precedence during September. 
While the British move to decontrol imports will ·not 
be effective prior to 1st December, 1953, the trade has 
assumed a somewhat bearish outlook in that area. ' The 
United Kingdom is estimated by trade sources 'to hold in 
stock up to 56,000 tons of Currantn and Sultanas and 
large additional supplies are' expected from Greece and 
Turkey in the near future. There are some indications 
that .the above stock figure may be on the high side. 

A second factor affecting the price of Dried F1·uits has' 
belen the devaluation of the Greek drachma to one~half 
its previous quotations. This niove in April, 1953, 
enabled Greek exporters to lower ·,the prices of their 
commodities and compete more effectively with others 
in the wOrld markets. A third important factor is the 
Turkish move to subsidise exports by 15 o/o, and, prices 
for Turkish Sultanas have fallen to the extent of the 
subsidies. Thus exporters in that area have an added 
opportunity to move their commodities quickly into trade 
channels. ' 

With .the second largest world crop on record moving 
into trade channels, competition among sellers may 
intensify this year, with prices resulting in benefits to 
the buyer rather than to the seller during 1953-54. 

Australia 

The 1953 Raisin production in Australia is prelimin~ 
arily estimated at 90,700 short tons, compared with 
65,500 tons in 1952 and 44,600 tons in 1951. The 1953 
estimate exceeds the ten-year (1941-50) average of 
65,300 tons, and the five-year (1946-50) average pf 
55,900 tons. The present estimate of 1953 includes 
78,800 tons of Sultanas and 11,900 tons Lexias, com-
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pared with 58,700 tons of Sultanas, and 6800 tons of 
Lexias in 1952. 

1 The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board has 
expressed some concern over the possibility of an ovei'
production of Dried Vine Fruits in subsequent years. 
Proposals for increased plantings of Grapes and Currants 
for drying have incurred the displeasure and opposition 
of those now engaged in the Industry. The British 
Ministry of Food has undertaken to buy the exportable 
surplus of the 1954 Australian Dried Vine Fruits harvest, 
but the price and distribution arrangements under a 
system of decontrol have not yet been :;_~,greed uPon. The 
end of United Kingdom Government controls and the 
absence of any commitment to purchase Australian Dried 
Fruit after the 1954 season presages the end of an 
assured market for Australian products. In light of the 
high costs of production in Australia, the proSpect of 
competing on the world market does not appeal to the 
Australian producer. 

Latest seasonal information (Mal·ch-February) received 
on Raisins anticipates exports from the 1953 crop total
ling 63,700 tons of Sultanas and 7,100 tons of Lexias, 
compared with 47,500 tons of Sultanas and 2100 tons 
of Lexias shipped from the 1952 crop-. During the first 
six months of calendar 1953 a total of 42,000 tons of 
Sultanas and Lexias haye been shipped. Of this the 
United Kingdom 1·eceived 36,800 tons (Sultanas 35,200, 
Lexias 1500), Canada received 3500 tons (primanly 
Sultanas), and New Zealand received 1200 tons (primar
ily Sultanas). 

Greece 
The preliminary estimates for the 1953 Raisin crop of 

Greece is 38,500 short tons, or about the same as last 
year's final estimate, and compared with the 29,200 tons 
of 1951. The estimate exceeds the ten-year (1941-50) 
average of 23,200 tons, and the five-year (1946-50) 
ayerage of 29,200. The quality of this year's crop is 
expected to be very good, although some damage by 
fungus has been reported following excessive rainfall 
in June and July. Harvesting begah in early September. 

Exports for the nine months beginning September, 
1952, totalled 40,020 short tons, of which more than 
nine-tenths was shipped to European areas. Germany 
received more than one-third of the total exports. In 
contrast to the tonnage shipped between September, 1952, 
and June, 1953, the total 1951-52 (September-August) 
exports were only 29,913 tons, while 37,393 tons were 
shipped from Greece during the Season 1950-51. 

No -security price or collection plan was established for 
Greek Raisins this year. However, the Gre.ek Govern
ment will finance loans to producers through the Agricul
tural Bank up to 70 per cent. of the international price, 
less transportation cost. In the case of exporters (with 
irrevocable letters of credit), the Government will finance 
the exporter fo1· shipments of Sultanas to the extent of 
60 per cent. of the f.o.b. price of the exportable_- com
modity, and exporters who can present bills of lading 
to the banks for shipments payable in foreign exchange 
to the extent of 80 per cent. of the value of the shipment. 

There are no stocks of Raisins from the previous year's 
crop. According to the Union of Sultana Growers, sales 
for local use to 20th August of about 4400 tons of 
Sultanas have been made -for delivery in September. 
Prices involved ranged from 3000-4500 drachmas per 
oka (3.75 to 5.30 cents per pound). It is reported 
further that 5500 tons have been contracted for export, 
the prices ranging according to the quality from $230 to 
$270 per ton f.o.b. 

Iran 
The 1953 production of Raisins in Iran is estimated at 

the preliminary figure of 55,000 short tons. The 1952 
production is now finally placed at 49,500 tons, instead 
of the 39,600 tons reported previously. Total Grape 
production in- Iran has not increased as much as the 
figures for Raisin production would seem to indicate. 
While growing conditions· in the Grape growing areas 
have been very good during the current season, it is 
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noted also that in recent years prOfits have been higher 
in selling the fruit as Raisins rather than as fresh fruit,. 
and a higher percentage of the Grape crop has been 
diverted to the Dried Fruit trade. 

The carry-over from the 1952 paclc is estimated at 
2200 short tons, or about four per cent. of the Crop. 
Exports during the 1952-53 season totalled about 33,000 
tons, compared with 30,800 tons a year earlier. Official 
figures for the period 22nd August, ,1952, to 20th March, 
19-53, show a total of 17,900 tons exported, of which 
Western Europe received more than four-fifths (Germany 
being the principal importer), the U.S.S.R. 14 per cent., 
and the larger part of the balance moving to near-by 
Asiatic areas. 

Turkey 
An qutturn of at least 88,000 sh01·t tons of Turkish 

Raisins is expected in 1953, compared with 71,500 tons 
in 1952, and 63,800 tons in 1951. The estimate exceeds 
the ten-year (1941-50) average of 62,200 tons, and the 
five-year (1946-50) average of 65,600 tons. Weather 
conditions this year have been ideal in the Aegean 
region for vines, which were reported in July to be 
carrying 30-35 per cen~. more fruit than last year. 

According to Chamber of Commerce data, 38,098 tons 
of Raisins were exported from Izmir between 23rd 
August, 1952, and 31st July, 1953. This compares with 
46,200 tons shipped to foreign countries during the entire 
1951-52 export season. The carry-over from the 1952 
crop is estimated at 1700 tons. 

Prices of TQ_rkish Raisins had fallen by 5th August 
to· $10.70 per 100 pounds, f.o.b. for 9 grade, and 
$12.16 per 100 lbs. f.o.b. for 10 grade. In the first 
week of September a government programme of subsidies 
was announced, which will subsidise exports to the extent 
of 15 per cent. of the 1953 Raisin crop, and takes the 
form of government permission allowing free converti
bility of a proportion of_ payments against exports of 
1953 fruits. Under the new programme, Sultanas bene
fit from an e:xport premium of approximately $1.59 per 
100 pounds on sales in free. dollars, $1.29 · per 100 
pounds on sales to E.P.U. countries, $0.66 per 100 
pounds on sales outside the E.P.U. Turkish sellers 
responded immediately to the announcement, and lowered 
prices (3rd September) to $9.41 per 100 pounds, f.o.b. 
for 9 grade and about $10.20 per 100 pounds f.o.b. 
for 10 grade, the offers based on E.P.U. foreign cur
rencies. The new order had been awaited eagerly, for 
transactions in 1953 crop Raisins were almost at a stand
still, and about 7700 tons had accumulated at Izm~r 
awaiting promulgation of the new export programme. 
These supplies should be moving into the trade imme
diately now that the export situation in Turkey has been 
clarified for the coming year. 

Union of South Africa 
The 1953 preliminary estimate of Raisin production 

in the Union of South Africa is 9700 short tons, compared 
with 8900 tons in each of the previous two seasons. The 
estimate is under the ten-year (1941-50) average of 
10,700 tons, and equals the five-year (194-6-50) average. 
Weather and other g'l'owing conditions were generally 
quite favourable, and the crop is the best since 1946. 
Most of the crop has been contracted for, and has entered 
domestic or export distribution Chann·els. Only Thomp
son Seedless Raisins and bleached Sultanas are in stock, 
and large quantities are available for export according 
to trade circles. 

Prospective exports for 1953 are estimated at 3900 
short tons or about the same as exports for 1952. Of the 
1952 exports of 3906 tons, there were 1205 tons of 
Thompson Seedless, and. the balance were of other types. 
As indicated above, there are considerable quantities of 
Thompson Seedless Raisins and bleached Sultanas now 
available in the stores of the Dried Fruit packers, and 
there could be a carry-over of these two types into the 
1954 season. · It is noted that coincident with large 
stocks and_ the impending decontrol of imports into the 
United Kingdom, Capetown Dried Fruit packers are 
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quoting at about 93/- per 112 pounds ($11.625 per 
100 pounds) for Thompson Seedless, or about 81/~ per 
112 pounds ($3.87 per 100 pou_nds) Jess than the average 
minimum wholesale price for e:xports established by the 
Dried Fruit Packers' ·and Distributors' Association for 
its members. The price for the majOl'ity of Thompson 
Seedless exports prior to this quotation was 110/- per 
112 pounds ($13.75 per 100 vounds). 

In the case of controlled Raisins, all exports have moved 
to the United Kingdom at the negotiated prke of 95/
per 112 pounds ($11.875 per too pounds) for the current 
season's production. · 

Currants 
The 1953 preliminary estimate of Currant production 

in Australia, Greece and the Union of South Africa is 
108,100 short tons, compared with 98,900 tons in 1952 
and 106,200 tons in 1961. ·This estimate exceeds the 
ten-year (1941-50) average of 91,600 tons, and the 
five-year (1946-50 average of 99,800 tons, and ~s the~ 
largest pack for these countries since 1949. The '1q 
Australian pack was estimated at 19,000 tons, compared 
with 12,300 tons last year. Greece repOI"ts 88,000 tons 
compared With 85,800 tons in 1952, while the Union of 
South Africa reports a pack of 1100 tons comPared with 
800 tons in 1952. 

'$$$$$$$$~$~$~~~$~~~~~~$~$~$$~~~~~~ 

~ MAKE li 
~ SUBSTANTIAl S4VINGS 

t Ready-cut Twine Lengths at only 1/4 per lb. i 
f Now you can secure ready~cut Twin Lengths at the ~ i low price of· only 1/4 per lb., and freighted free of 

I ch:::~ t:u::::en:::es:y:::w::w:ta~;:~s, twines will be 
cut before despatch to your own specified length, up to • 

~ 20 feet. Minimum quuntity, 28 lb. : 

~ Derived from secondhand shipping rope (which is why (+ 
~ we can make this low-price offer), these '£wines have (+ 
9 been extensively used and tested over the ·last two years i :! by Victorian Tomato growel'S and have been found most _ 
'!:1 satisfactory for work of this kind. 

"'t& I v Just send us the coupon below and we will. at once 
forward your ordel·. 

MELBOURNE ROPE WORKS, 
,. 22 Thistlethwaite Street, ~ 
-+) South Melbourne, 8.0.5, Vic. 

~ CUT HERE ., 
! To ft ._. The Melbourne Rope Works, 
~ 22 Thistlethwaite Street, 
: South Melbourne, 8.0.5, Vie. 

.,~ t~ Please freight me .. 

+> '-'- .... feet 'length. 

' ~ I enclose remittance for £ 
'W (Please add exchange.) I Name ........ . 

. .. lbs. Twine Length ready-cut 

@ 1/4 per lb. 

t Addl'eSIL. 

I
'IH State. 

Nearest RailwaY Station. 

ll •• ~.~.~~~~~~~~.~.~.~~~~~~~ .. l 
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While growing conditions in Australia a~d South 
Africa were favourable to larger crops this season, 
Greece suffered excessive· rainfall during June and July, 
which caused some fungus damage. In addition, with 
the rains and a cool summer, harvesting was not expected 
to start until early September, and the delay made 
possible further damage of the crop in being sun-dried 
because of the greater possibility of rain in late 
September. 

As of 20th August, stocks of Currants in Greece were 
reported at about 11,000 tons, of which 8800 tons were 
exportable Currants and the balance were for distillation. 
A year ago the carry-over was estimated at 10,700 tons, 
of which only 3300 tons were· considered of exportable 
quality. Information available i11dicates .that stocks of 
Currants in South Africa were negligible, while Aus
tralia may have small quantities of Currants available 
at tlie end of the season. Exports of Greek Currants 
for the nine months beginning September, 1952, totalled 
55,110 short tom;, or 11 per c€nt. higher than exports 
for the same period during 1951-52. Almost four-fifths 
of these exports moved to the United Kingdom. Exports 
for the total seasonal period September, 1951, to August, 
1952, were 53,761 tons, compared with 62,236 tons for 
the same ·period 1950-51. 

The outlook for 1953-54 Greek Currant exp61•ts 
has brightened .following the recent announcement -of 
the British Government decontrolling imports on 1st 
becember, 1953. It is permissible now to ship Currants 
prior to that date, and they will be held in bond until 
1st December, making it possible for Greek Currants 
to enter the Christmas trade of the United Kingdom this 
year. 

The marketing of Greek Currants started late this 
year, and no advance sales for the 1953-54 crop were 
reported as of 10th _September. Sales were expected to 
begin by 15th September. Under the new government 
policy and law, an average security price for the cuJ:rent 
year's crop of Currants is set at 5000 drachmas per olra 
(5.9 cents per pound) for delivery at the warehouses of 
A.S.O~ (Autonomous Currant Organisation) or exporters. 
The A.S.O. is no longer the sole agency for the collection 
of Currants, and will collect only those Currants that 
are offered by the producers. Exporters can now buy 
Currants directly from the producer.· 

Of the Australian production of 19,000 -tons for 1952-53 
about 12,100 tons were allocated for export, leaving a 
balance of 6900 tons for local consumption or unassigned. 
Actual· shipments from January to June, 1953, totalled 
· 7026 tons, of which the United Kingdom received 5990 
tons, Canada 656 tons, and New Zealand 236 tons. No 
information is available to date on prices for the current 
season's crop. 

Raisin Production 
Taken from the above text, the following table will 

show the production of Raisins in the commercial pro
ducing countries· outside of the United States in the 
recent past. The 1953 figures are early estimates of 
the probable productio-n for this year. 

Argentina-
1953-est. 
1952 . . . . 
1951 .... 

Av. 1941-1950. 
Chile-

1953-est. 
1952 . . . . 
1951 . . . . 
Av. 1941-1950. 

lran-
1953-est. 
1952 ... . 
1951 ... . 
Av. 1941-1950. 

Turkey-
1953-est. 
1952 .... 
1951 . . . . 
Av. 1941-1950. 

Tons 

5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,800 

800 
800 
900 

1,400 

55,000' 
49,500 
54,500 
34,400 

88,000 
71,500 
63,800 
62,200 

Foreign Total-
1953-est ... 

·1952 .. 
1951 .. 
Average 1941-1950 

Tons" 
Australia-

1953-est. 
1952 .... 
1951 . . . . 

A v. 1941-1950. 
Greece-

90,700 
65,500 
44,600 
65,300 

1953-est. 38,500 
1952 . . . . 38,500 

. 1951 . . . . . . . 29,200 
Av. 1941-1950. 23,200 

Spain-
1953-est. 
1952 .. 
1951 ..... 
Av. 1941-1950. 

11,000 
10,800 
12,300 

8,900 
Union of South Africa-

1953-est. 9,700 
1952 . . . . . . 8,900 
1951 . . . . . . 8,900 
Av. 1941-1950. 10,700 

298,700 tons 
250,500 tons 
219,200 tons 
211,900 tons 

Currants 
Following are the productions of Currants in the 

several commercial countries outside of the United States 
for the past few years, including early estimates of 
1953: 

Australia-
1953-est. 
1952 . . . . 
1951 .... 
A v. 1941-1950. 

Greece-
1953-est. 
1952 .... 
1951 . . . . 
Av. 1941-1950. 

Tons 

19,000 
12,300 
17,200 
19,600 

88,000 
85,800 
88,000 
71,000 

South Africa-
1953-est. 
1952 . . . . . . 
1951 . . . . . . 
Av. 1941-1950. 

Tons 

1,100 
800 

1,000 
1,000 

Foreign Total-
1953-est. . .108,100 
1952 . . . . . . 98,900 
1951 . . . . . .106,200 
Av. 1941-1950. 91,600 

NOTES FROM TURKEY AND GREECE 
Prices, 1953 Crop: Sultana prices quoted for forward 

delivery, October shipment, range from 8'2/- to 96/6 
f.o.b. 

It is reported from Izmir. that the Government may 
subsidise the export of Sultanas. Press articles to this 
effect have been published. 

Estimates of the 1953 crop range from 75,000 to 
80,000 tons. 

1952 Crop Disposal: Advices from Turkey dated 9th 
July disclose disposal of the 1952 crop as follows:-

United Kingdom, 9,700 tons; West Germany, 6000 
tons; Holland and B~lgium, 6150 tons; Italy; 3500 tons; 
South Germany and" Central Europe, 3000 tons; Scan• 
dinavia, 1700 tons; France, 1500 tons; Middle 'East, 
1250 tons; Eire, 820 tons; sundries, 350 tons. Total 
export, 33,970 tons. Alcohol Monopoly purchases, 9850; 
local consumption, 15,000; fresh Grapes to wineries = 
dr'ied 4000; unsold stocks, est. 3000. Total, 31,850 tons. 
Total crop, 65,820 tons. The figure of 15,000 tons for 
local consumption is stated to be much higher than 
normal, and attributable to the fact that Raisins are 
selling at half the price of sugar. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

Crop Report, 5/8/53: The ·Turldsh market report 
advises that unsold stocks are trifling. Total exports to 
the end of July were 34,350 tons. Prices of No. 9's 
were £85/10/-, and No. lO's £97/10/- Stg.· per ton 
f.o.b. New crop is assessed at between 80,000 and 
90,000 tons. First arrivals are expected on the market 
about 17th August. 

Return to Private Trading: Reports ;from London state 
that the Greek Government plans to return control of 
the trade in Currants to private enterprise, ~nd the 
Central Currant Office will then give up bulk selling and 
revert to its pre-war function. 

There is believed to be a surplus of 70,000 tons unsold 
from the 1952 crop, and prices may be lowered to 
liquidate thi~ before 1953 crop is harvested. 

1953 Crop Prospects: Advices from Greece early in 
July indicated that the vine crops for 1953 would be 
about 80,000 tons of Currants and 40,000 tons of Sul
tanas. The weather has not been too favourable for 
the ·crops, and no serious complaints have arisen, except 
that harvesting would be delayed by about two ·weeks.
"Dried Fruit Topics," September, 1953. 
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Special atticle~ 
CURRANTS IN GREECE 

. With the restoration of private buying of Dried Fruits on the United Kingdom market, this 
article on Greek Dried Fruit production has a 'special bearing. Written by T. G. Koulas,, Director of the Central 
Currant Agency, it deals with the position of Vine Fruits in the Greek national economy, and on international 
markets. 

Note: All measurements are in metric units. Their English equivalent has been set out in the tables, but 
not in the text. For Comparison, 1 hectare equals 2!! acres, and 1 kilo equals 2i lbs. A metric ton (2204 Jbs.) 
is slightly smaller than the imperial ton (2240 lbs.), but for the· purposes of this article can be taken as equal. 

Currants are one of the main products of Greek agri
culture, and although prior to the 1912-13 Balkan wars 
their cultivation covered barely 53,243 hectares (1 
hectare= 2.47 acres) out of a total of 867,952 hectares 
of cultivated land, it may be said that they held first 
place in the export trade, where they accounted for 
£2,500,000, or about 40% of the total export value. 

Since then, and espe'cially since the enlarging of the 
Greek Territory and its expansion through annexation 
of Macedonia, Efdrus and Tluace, tobacco took pride 
of place in cultivation, and the Currant only reached 
second place amongst agricultural products expOl'ted. 

It should be mentioned that several slumps provided a 
trial to the Currant Industry, the main one. (in 1893) 
arose from the lack of proportion between production 
and supply as related to demand, this over-production 
forcibly bringing about a serious depreciation in prices. 

This crisis, commonly designated ~s "the Currant 
problem," originated on the one hand through the 
destruction of the French vineyards, due to phylloxera, 
in 1870, which resulted in a very strong demand not 
only for wines, but also for Raisins that could be used 
for wine making, with a view to filling the existing gap. 
On the other hand, it also results from the distribution 
of the National Greek land, which by favouring an 
increase in the area of cultivation of Raisin vineyards, 
caused annual ·production to rise from 55,000 tons to 
170,000 tons. 

Later, the substitution of grafted American vine 
plants, resistant t<;> phylloxera, for French vineyards, as 
well as the fact that French vine growers adopted cer
tain protective measures, enabled the Raisin production 
to increase greatly, which perfo1'ce entailed depreciation 
of the product. 

Various means were then put forward to deal with 
this crisis, the main ones being _to find fresh outlets, to 
reduce production or supply without reducing production 
by the process of "holding back." 

Bearing in mind the difficulties in applying the two 
first measures and the necessity of rem~dying the crisis 
in the shortest possible time, it was decided to give 
preference to. the procedl).re ~lied "holding back." 

This method, in use for the first time in the world, 
consisteq in the State intervening in questions of agri
cultural production. Under it any exporter of Raisins 
was obliged to deliver free to the "hOlding warehouses" 
a quantity of the product equal to a percentage of the 
quantity he wished to export. This percentage, which 
was sufficient to restore equilibrium between- supply and 
demand, was fixed at the outset of each viticultural 

"year (1st September to 31st August), and applied to 
the whole perio'd. 

Stocks built up in thi~ way could no longer b~ exported 
in kind. They were sold exclusively for industrial use 
and mainly to distillers upon whom the law at the same 
time laid an obligation to us~ Currants for raw material. 

The proceeds of the sale of the "With-holding" was 
used by the Currant Bank as capital. This bank was 
created in 1~99, and later these proceeds were used to 
buy the surplus of production. In this way the goal 
was reached: that is to reduce supply without reducing 
production. 
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There may be seen in Greece certain periods which 
characterise exactly the 1'Currant problem," to wit: 

(a) The period of administration by the State 
·(1895-98), during which the <~holding back" was fixed 
annually at 15% on exports. 

(b) The period of administration· 'by the 11Currant 
Bank" (1899-1904), with a "holding back varying from 

Sultana Packing House, Kaiton, Greece. 

10% to 24% of exports, and inc1·eased later on by a 
tax in kind of from 15% to 20%. To corroborate this 
system of "holdihg back," which was found not sufficient 
to reach the desired aim, the re-purchase of the surpluses 
of production had been decided on with the help of 
funds provided by a special loan made under State 
guarantee. At that time any increase in the planting 
of vineyards for Raisins had been prohibited. 

(c) The period of administration by the "Society with 
privileges, for the protection of production and of the 
Currant trade" (1905-23), during which the "holding 
back" was fixed at 20o/o on exports and the tax in kind 
from 15o/o to 20%. Later, in 1919, the percentage was 
fixed at 15% on exports. Furthermore, the prohibition 
on new plantations of vineyards for Raisins was main
tained, and voluntary uprooting, against compensation, 
was favoured in 1910. With a view to safeguarding 
the interests of producers, the {(Society with privileges" 
was compelled to buy the surpluses of production at a 
price fixed in advance. 

(d) The period of administration by the 11National 
Bank of Greece" (1924), during which time the 
measures applied by the ~'Society with privileges" 
remained in force. It was then that, after a close 
examination of the general situatiqn, it was decided to 
found the 1'Central Currant Agency." 

(e) The period of administration by the <~Central 
Currant Agency" (1925-to-day), during which 
{1925~35) the system of Hwith-holding" was maintained 
without reserve, but with a percentage on export fixed 
for the year and valid during the whole of same. It 
was still not permitted to increase plantations, and 
further, the purchase price of production surplus _was 
fixed annuaily. Later, from 1936~40, the system of 
''holding back" was abolished, and the only means used 
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to balance supply and demand were the repurchase of 
production surpluses and the prohibition on establishing 
new plantati_ons. Moreover, every effort was made to 
limit production, with optional uprooting against com
pensation. From 1940 to to-day the collecting and the 
administration of the product' has been carried out by 
"The Central Currant Agency" on the producers' 
account. 

The main aims of the 11t;::entral Currant Agency'' are 
as follows: 

(1) The balancing of supply and demand for the 
product by the free purchasing of production sur
pluses or by the collection and administration of the 
Product for the producers' account. 

(2) Proper publicity and in general the improve
ments necessary with a view to increasing consumption 
of the product, as well as the systematic organisation 
of supply on foreign markets. 

(3) Improvement in the quality of the product and 
in the conditions -of cultivation of the vineyards, aim
ing at reducing production costs. 

( 4) The storing and managing for the account of 
the Co-operative Societies and the developments of 
commercial types of the product belonging to the 
producers to the co-operative organisation or to the 
dealers. 

( 5) The purChase of agricultural or industrial items 
essential' to production. 

(6) The development of the producers' co-operative 
organisation. 

Area Cultivated 
Year 

( 7) Compulsory insurance of production against 
hail and frost. 

(8) The for:rping of a survey of vines. 
( 9) Protection of the wine industry through the 

re-purchase of the surpluses of unfermented wine or 
of vine stock up to 30% of the quantity produced by 
each producer. 

(10) the import of ·alcohol, molasses or other raw 
material for the preparation of alcohols. 

( 11) The re-purchase and the accumulation, direct
ly by p1·oducers or through Agricultural Societies, 
specialised organisations or offices, of various raw 
materials suitable for preparing alcohols. 
The present position of Currants both as regards its 

position within the Greek national economy and orl the 
international market is vei"y difficult. 
, In Greece the areas growing- Grapes have been 

reduced by 23.7o/o, and have gone from 58,300 to 44,580 
hectares as a result of uprooting done during the occu
pation (1941-44), having as its_ result a proportional 
lowering of production. 

Anti-cryptogamic materials lacking, on the other 
hand, and essential to combat diseases. of the vine, such 
as -sulphur, copper-sulphate, etc., has resulted in a 
reduction in output per hectare over the whole of this 
period. 

Therefore, after hostilities ceased, in spite of the use 
made of chemical fertilisem and intensive efforts on the 
pm't of the producel's, it was found impossible to increase 
the output sufficiently to. reach again the pre-war level, 
as is shown by the figures in the undermentioned table. 

Production Production A ve1·age output per Output 
metric Index hectare Index 

hectares ~cre~ ___ _!;o~/t~~---_7~- ___ kil~ __ _____!~~--~_Jio 
.Pre-war-
1935-36 
1938-"-3"'9 ____ _ 

Post-war---
1944-45 
1945-46 
1946'47 
1947-48 
1948-49 
1949-50 
1950-51 
1951-52 
1952-53 

58,300 

45,700 
45;700 
45,700 
45,700 
45,100' 
44,700 
44,400 
44,400 
44,500 

145,800 

114,300 
114,300 
114,300 
114,300 
112,800 
111,700 
111,000 
111,000 
111,200 

127,300 

40,900 
47,300 
56,400 
76,800 
77,800 
90,500 
80,800 
80,800 
77,800 

100 

32 
37 
44 
60 
61 
71 
63 
63 
61 

2,200 

900 
1,000 
1,200 
1,700 
1,700 
2,000 
1,900 
1,900 
1,700 

2.2 

0.9 
1.0 
1.2 
1.7 
1.7 
2.0 
1.9 
1.9 
1.7 

100 

41 
47 
57 
77 
79 
93 
83 
83 
80 

Note: Acreages and tonnages have been inserted for convenience of reading.-Editor "News." 

In the same way, in ·the interndtional market, the 
Currant has not regained the place it occupied prior to 
the First War. At that time (1909-1913) it accounted 
for 158,500 tons, that is 41% of world production, 
which then amounted to 391,000 tons. 

Since then, as a result of the incTease in production 
of Raisins in California and in Australia, the world 
production figures rose to 575,000 tons during the five 
years between 1926 and 1930, and of this quantity 
134,000 tons only were produced in Greece,- that is 
23 o/o of the tOtal. As a result, foreign consumption 
of Greek Raisins decreased, and throughout the world 
arose surpluses of Raisins which perforce brought about 
a decrease in exports. 

To-day the production of Currants is barely 14% of 
world production,. which amounts to 550,000 tons. 

It will therefore be clearly seen that, in spite of the 
reduction in production of Raisins in Greece, the crisis 
affecting this product still persists. It appears at present 
with the following characteristics: 

(a) Over~production, not in its 1·estricted sense in 
which it was known during the first period mentioned 
(1893), but in its very largest sense as regards the 

.world production of Raisins. 
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Drying Ground, Corinth. 

(b) A reduction. in the output per hectare, having 
as its result an increase in the cost _of Production as 
compared with other countries. .' 

(c) Marked competition from Californian Raisins, 
bearing in mind the sales premium granted by the 
American Government. 
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The results , of -the crisis in Raisins are shown signi:fi-
cantly in the :following table, which enables comparison 

Country of Destination 1939-40 194 7-48 
England .. 52,623 30,482 
Hoiland .. . . . . . . 11,225 2,154 
Germany .. . . .. . . ·6,8P2 
Ireland .. 1,558 2,439 
U.S.A. .. 1,902 
France .. 968 68 
Sweden 274 235 
Norway .. 215 
Switzerland .. 172 58 
Belgium .. 100 193 
Various countries 802 129 

Total 76,691 35,758 

Total ProductiOn .. 127,250 76,800 

Proportion of export in 
' rcriation to production 60.3% 46.67% 

In spite of the fact that to-day vines cover barely 
1.5 o/o of the total area under cultivation, which is 
2,832,821 hectares, exports of Currants bring in over 
$11,000,000, that is, about 12% of the total of Greek 
exports in foreign currency, 

After the war the trouble in the sector of the Raisin 
was not limited solely to Greece. It also affects ali 
producing countries struggling to place their production 
on the international market( 

The decision of the American Government to grant 
a premium for Californian Raisins destined for export 
increases difficulties still further, and renders the crisis 
more acute. It constitutes a dumping that other coim
tries find it _impossible to confront, due to the Jack of 
econom:ic means. 

As mentioned above, .Greece· applied, since 1895, the 
svstem of "holding" to confront the Raisin crisis. To-day, 
55 years later, the U.S.A. are using the same system 
with the diffe1·ence that Greece severely prohibited 
export and the use of stoclrs originating from the 
"holding," .for food uses, using them solely for industry 
and especially for the preparation of alcohols, whereas 

to be made of exports of Currants, in metric tons, over 
the five last years, with that of the year 1939-1940. 

1948-49 1949-50 1950-51 1951-52 
23,555 43,692 30,482 35,560 

4,697 2,034 6,123 2,687 
1,623 4,420 4,407 3,548 
1,016 5,677 11,045 4,065 

100 327 61 
104 5 232 

200 210 148 196 
2 232 1 

59 114 69 69 
95 60 67 48 

495 1,819 4,287 3,308 

31,740 58,232 57,192 49,775 

77,820 90,460 80,775 80,775 

40.8% 64.4% 71.2% 61.9% 

America grants premiums for the export of the surplus 
of her production. 

The system applied by Greece could have no ill effects 
upon the economics of other Raisin producing countries, 
whereas the system adopted by America absolutely 
strangles these countries, 

According to us; a review of the tactics used by the 
American Government must be made immediately. 

Instead of a killing eompetition, countries producing 
Raisins should try to come to a mutual agreement with 
a view of limiting production or supplv within the limits 
of consumption requirements. 

Each year the American Government spends huge 
sums to protect its agricultural products.· If the sums 
it disposes of for ,the granting of premiums to Cali
fornian Raisin exporters wer.e ·to be used to reduce the 
price of production surpluses-providing these surpluses 
were kept in America for use exclusively as raw material 
for industry-it would then be possible to ensure that 
producers would receive a certain minimum price, with
out prejudice to other producing· countries, for the 
economy of which America has set aside, and still sets 
aside in various ways, colossal sums every year. 

THE INDUSTRY OUTLOOK 
The following article, reproduced ·by courtesy of "Trends," Journal o'f the Rural Bank of New South Wales, 

offers a compact survey of. present and future oUtlooks in the Dried Fruits Industry. · 

Since World War II Aus-tralia has been a party to two long-term contracts with the United Kingdom· for the 
sale of each season's exportable sUrplus of Dried Vine Fruits. The first agreement covered the years 1946 to 1948, 
and the second, commerlcing in 1949, ends with the sale of this year's crop. 

The United Kingdom has agreed to a one-year contract, however, in respect of any exportable surplus from 
the -1954 harvest.: No commitments have been entered into in respect of subsequent ~easons, and this raises the 
whole que~tion of the future of the Australian Industry now that trader to trader marketing is resumed, and 
Australian exports have to meet direct competition from other exporting ~ountries. 

The local market is fairly constant, and any upward 
trend in production means increasing dependence on 
exports which, in the years 1935 to 19:39, averaged 77 o/o 
of annual production. Production has been- lower 'in 
post-war years, due to unfavourable seasonal conditions 
and diversion of fresh Currant and Sultana Grapes to 
wineries and distilleries. But the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board, in its last annual report, says 
that with new areas of Grapes of the drying varieties 
now coming into bei:tring, it is possible that Australian 
production of Dried Vine Fruits may exceed 120,000 
tons ill the immediate future. Peak output in any 
season was the 104,000 tons produced in 1944. The 
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crop forecast for the current season (1953) is 87,000 
tons. 

Areas Under Production 
In 1951-52 there were 7638 farms in Australia culti

vating one acre or more of Grapes. The total area 
under vines was 137,300 acres, of which 125,400 acres 
were producing and 11,900 acres were young vines- not 
yet bearing. The total production of Grapes in 1951-52 
was 470,000 tons, the highest since World War II, and 
only slightly less than the average 475,000 tons produced 
during the five years 1939-40 to 1943-44. The annual 
progress for the past eighteen years is shown in the 
table. 
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Period 

Av. 1934-35 
1938-39 

Av. 1939-40 
1943-44 

Av. 1944-45 
1948-49 

Years 1948-49 
Years 1949-50 
Years 1950-51 
Years 1951-52 

to 

Total 
Area 

-000 
acres 

.. 122.3 
to 
.. 129.2 
to 

131.1 
135.2 
135.4 
136.5 
137.3 

Area Grapes Average 
Non- Area Pro- Yield 

Bearing Bearing duced Per 
Acre 

-000 -000 -000 
acres acres tons tons 

9.2 113.1 408.1 3.61 

6.5 122.7 475.1 3.87 

7.5 123.6 437.1 3.54 
11.5 123.7 436.2 3.53 
12.5 122.9 431.9 3,51 
12.0 124.5 362.1 2.91 
11.9 125.4 470.5 3.75 

About 60 o/o of the total Grapes pi'oduced during recent 
seasons have been dried, compared with an average of 
76% during war years, and 71% just before the war, 
On the other hand, 37 o/o of all grapes produced were 
used for wine making in recent years, compared with 
an average of only 22% during the war, and-26% before 
the war. 

Utilisation of Grape Harvest 
These figures illustrate . an important element in the 

Australian Grape growing industry-the considerable 
scope which exists for the diversion of Grapes from 
drying to wine making, and vice versa. During the war 
years, when Australia's Dried Vine Fruits were a high 
priority food export to the United Kingdom, and the 
wine industry regarded as of less importance, Grape 
growers were encouraged to maximise the production 
of Dried Vine Fruits, and restrictions were imposed on 
the d-iversion of fruit from drying to wine making. In 
more recent years, however, it has been estimated that 
between 46,000 and 60,000 tons of Grapes have been 
diverted from drying to wineries, the equivalent of 
between 10,000 and 15,000 tons of Dried Fruit. Not 
only are some varieties of Grapes as suitable for wine 
making as for drying, but seasonal conditions may so 
affect the quality of some Grapes that they are less 
satisfactory for disposal as Dried Fruit or, alternatively, 
seasonal conditions at the time of harvest may be unsuit
able for drying operations. The prices offered by 
wineries may also be more attractive at times than those 
likely to be .obtained for the same Grapes as Dried .Fruit. 

Utilisation of Australian Grape Production 
Total 
Grape 

Period For Drying For Wine For Table Pro-
duction 

-000 tons % -000 tons o/o -000 tons% tons 
Av. 1934-35 

to 1938-39 289.1 70.8 104.9 25.7 14.1 3.5 408.1 
Av. 1939-40 

to 1943-44 356.9 75.1 102.8 21.7 15.4 3.2 475.1 
Av .. 1944-45 

to 1948-49 276.5 63.3 145.8 33.3 14.8 3.4 437.1 
1948-49 252.9 58.0 '170.2 39.0 13.1 3.0 436.2 
1949-50 256.7 59.4 162.7 37.7 12.5 2.9 431.9 
1950-51 222.3 61.4 127.6 35.2 12.2 3.4 362.1 
1951-52 282.0 59.9 176.0 37.4 12.5 2. 7 470.5 

Since 1946 the- Australian Agricultural Council has 
approved the planting of 12,800 acres of Drying Grapes 
on war service land settlement. holdings. With private 
plantings, the total will probably amount to at least 
14,000 acres. 

On the basis of war-time and pOst-war trends in the 
production of drying and wine Grapes, it seems reason
able to assume that Grapes suitable for drying were 
being grown on about 70,000 acres in 1945 and that, 
when war service land settlement allocations and private 
planting so far contemplated are effected, there 
will be between 8Q,OOO and 85,000 acres planted 
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to Drying Grapes. Vines come into bearing in a rela
tively short period after planting. Assuming ·an average 
yield of 30 cwt. per acre, the potential output of 120,000 
tons of Dl~ied Vine Fruits in the near .future forecast by 
the Dried Fruits Control Board seems a not unreasonable 
estimate. 

The continued dive1·sion of drying Grapes to wineries 
could reduce Dried Fruit output, but pi-esent indications 
are that the outlook for wine production is not now so· 
favourable, and such diversion may not be as attractive, 
therefore, to growers of dual-purpose Grapes. 

Production and Utilisation of Australian Dried Vine 
Fruits 

( -000 Tons) 
Bal-

Period Pro- Exports to ance 
~~~~~__.d._u._c"t,..io-,n,__,U""'.K:-c·".'Qan'da N.Z. Other Total (a) 
Av. 1935-39 
Av. 1945-49 
1949 

73.2 36.2 15.2 4.1 0.9 56.4 16.8 
66.8 23.1 14.5 5.1 0.9 43.6 23.2 
56.4 12.0 14.1 4.6 0.9 31.6 24.8 
56.5 9.9 18.8 3.7 1.0 33.4 23.1 
56.0 14.5 11.4 5.1 1.4 32.4 23.6 
69.0 29.8 16.0 4.0 1.0 50.8 18.2 
87.0 45.0 15.(}- 5.0 2.0 67.0 20.0 

1950 
1951 
1952 (b) 
1953 (c) 

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

Retained in Australia for consumption as Dried 
Fruits and for <s?ther purposes, such as distillation. 
Estimated. 
Forecast. 

The Australian Market 
There was a marked decline in the apparent consump

tion ~ried Vine Fruits in Australia in 1952. The 
estimated quantity retained for all purpose's was only 
1;100 tons, or 8 o/o above the pre-war average, despite an 
increase of 25%. in Australia's population. Part of the 
apparent decline was offset by stocks carried over from 
the preceding year, but there was nevertheless a sub
stantial fall in sales on the Australian market in 1952 
compared with the r,clatively high levels recorded in 
earlier post-war years.'\ 

Several important reasons have been advanced for this 
decline: 
(a) Increased prices, leading; to increased retail consumer 

resistance, and reduced consumption bv cake manu
facturers, etc. During 1951 and 1952, Svdney whole
sale prices of Currants and Raisins rose by over 30% 

· to a level more than double the p-re-war average 
prices. 

(b) Credit restrictions, causing retailers to conC-entrate 
more on stocking staple lines with a relatively 
quick turnover. 

(c) The virtual disappearance of the export market for 
manufactured cakes, plum puddings and fruit mince. 

The outlo.ok for the current year is difficult to assess 
at. this stage. It is probable, however, th~t total sales 
"';-11. b~ some""':'hat higher than in' 1952. Though prices 
will st1ll be high, employment and incomes have shown 
some improvement, the credit situation is somewhat 
easier, demand will nrobably be strong-er, and depleted 
stocks made good. Assuming- 20,000 tonf'! are ab~orhed 
on the Australian market jn 1953, .this will mean the dis
posal of 10% more than last year, and 19% more than 
pre-war. 

Austt'~lian Consumotion of D!•ied. Fruits 

Period 
Sal·~ 

Pouulation. AuRtralian Bales Head 
--~--000 Index -000 tons Index lb. Index 

Av. 1935-39 6,s1o.~ ioo-16.8~ 1oo~.52 -ioo 
Av. 1945-49 7,550 111 23.2 138 6,89 125 
1949 7,800 115 24.8 148 7.12 129 
1950 8,050 118 23.1 138 6.46 117 
1951 8,310 122 23.6 140 6.36 115 
l91i2 (a) 8,540 125 18.2 108 4.77 86 
1o.;9;.::5:.;:3->..:(b~)_:..;._.:;8,_:, 7.:;5~0_,12_? 20.0 119 5 .:.11 __ 9_3 

(a) Estimated. 
(b) Forecast. 
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Assuming the pOpulation -continues to i:ncrease at its 
present rate, and average sales -recover to 6 lb. per head, 
the Australian market will absorb about 25,000 tons of 
Dried Vine Jl'ruits in 1955. In otl:J.er words, if conditions 
are favourable_ to Dried Vine Fruit production then that 
will mean, within the next few years, an exportable sur
plus in the vicinity of 95,000 .tons. 

The United Kingdom Market 

The Ministry of Food has been th~ sole importer of 
Dried Vine Fruits into the United Kingdom since 1939. 
Supplies from Australia have, since 1946, been purchased 
under long~term agreements; supplies from all other 
sources are puechased seasonally. 

Imports -of Raisins and Currants into the United King
dom in 1952 totalled 111,100 tons, slightly less than 
the post-war record imports in 1949, and 18% less than 
in 1938. 

United Kingdom Imports of Dried Vine Fruits 
( ~ooo Tons) 

SoUrce 1938 1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 

Raisins: 

Australia 42.8 20.i 4.3 7.1 9.1 26.3 
Sth. Africa. 7.4 0.8 1.6 0.5 1.6 2.5 
Greece .. 3.8 13.3 5.0 3.6 4.1 2.3 
Turkey 1.9 24.2 24.0 30.1 8.1 12.0 
Iran .. 0.5 3.0 6.2 6.9 2.4 
U.S.A. . . 25.4 20.6 35.8 28.9 
Other .. 1.7 0.4 1.3 2.6 1.3 
Total Raisins 83.5 61.8 61.7 78.4 32.4 75.7 

Currants: 

Australia 13.7 8.5 8.1. 2.9 5.4 3.6 
Greece .. 38.8 30.6 41.8 25.2 31.5 31.7 
Total 

Currants 52.5 39.1 49.9 28.1 36.9 35.3 

Total Raisins. 
& Currants 136.0 100.9 111.6 106.5 69.3 111.1 

It is anticipated that United Kingdom imports of Aus
tralian Dried Vine FruitS in 1953 will exceed 40,000 tons, 
easily the highest sittce the end of World Wai- II. 

In the event of the contract purchase system being 
discontinued, and trader to trader marketing resumed in 
1955, Australia's princiPal competition, as before the 
war, will come from Greece, Turkey and the United 
States.· In 1938 these three countries provided 70,000 
tons (51%) of United Kingdom imports; during the five 
years 1948 to 1952, the average quantity supplied by 
these countries was 75,000 tons (75%), despite the fact 
that the United States did not ship any Dried Vine Fruit 
to the United Kingdom in 1948 or 1951. 

Though production in the United States has shown no 
significant upward trend, substantial export surpluses of 
Raisins are available in most years. In both Greece and 
Turkey production has been increasing. It would seem 
unwis~ to anticipate that these three countries will have 
less than, 80,000 tons of Dried Vine Fruits available for 
shipment to the United Kingdom, while other minor 
exporters,-- such as South Africa and Ira'n, will probably 
offer at least another 10,000 tons a year. 

If United Kingdom imports recover to their 1938 levels 
of 136,000 tons, the foregoing :figures suggest that Aus
tralia's share would be between 45,000 and 50,000 tons. 
The extent to which the United Kingdom may be expected 
to absorb more Dried Vine Fruits tharf before the war 
cannot be assessed on the basis of information available 
at present. Although the population is more than two 
million greater, the average value per ton of Dried Fruit 
imports was about three times the 1938 figure. 

I 
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With the total market probably less than supplies 
available, Australia's share will be largely determined by 
her ability to compete on the basis of price. Australia 
enjoys a tariff preference of £8/10/- sterling a ton 
(£stg. 2 less than pre~war) on Raisins, and £stg. 2 a ton 
on Currants. 

The real value of this prefer~c. e has been substantially 
reduced in recent years, as th,contract prices for Aus
tralian Dried Vine Fruits hav~0}ncreased at a greater 
rate than those paid for United ~ltiingdom imports from 
other countries. 

The outstanding problem at present so far as Greece 
and Turkey are concerned, and what is likely to be a 
major problem for Australia also if trader to trader 
marketing is resumed, is the substantial export subsidy 
paid on United States Raisins exports. In the current 
(1952-53) season, the amount.of this subsidy is between 
£A25 and £A30 a ton. It enables the United States to 
undersell all other exporters to the United Kingdom bv 
a large margin even after making allowanlce so far as 
Australia is concerned, for the duty payable on Raisins 
imported into the ~United Kingdom from other than Com
monwealth countries. 

Other Markets 

Australia has a tariff p1·eference in both Canada and 
New Zealand, and1 in most years, is by far the most 
important supplier of these two markets. The major 
competition, especially in the Canadian market, comes 
from the ·United States, and has, in 1~ecent years, tended 
to be heavier than before the war . 

In 1938 Canada and New Zealand took about 20,000 
tons of Australian Dried Vine Fruits. On the basis of 
recent years' sales, it would be too optimistic to assume 
that these two markets will absorb more than 25,000 tons 
a year in the near future. 

Other mis~ellaneous markets have, in the past,. taken 
between 1000 and 1500 tons a year. On present indica
tions no more than 2000 tons a year could be allowed 
as the probable level of future sales to these markets. 

Overall Market Prospects 

In summary, then, if the output of Australian Dried' 
Vine Fruits reaches the vicinity of 120,000 tons in the 
near future, considerable difficulty may be anticipated 
in marh:eting the exportable surplus at prices satisfactory 
to producers, in the light of their current high costs of 
production. After allowing for. the disposal of 25,000 
tons in Australia, and 27,000 tons in Canada, New Zealand 
and miscellaneous markets, between 65,000' and 70,000 
tons may be available for shipment to the United Kingdom. 
The record quantity of 57,000 tons was exported to· the 
United Kingdom from Australia in 1938. In no other 
year have exPorts to tha~ market reached 50,000 tons. 

On presen~ indications, it is difficult to envisage a 
market for more than 50,000 tons of Australian Dried 
Vine Fruits in the United Kingdom without a substantial 
reduction in prices and returns to producers. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL, 1953 
A highly successful" conference was held in Mildura on 

the 2nd-4th December, which was attended by 27 grower
delegates, 3 packer~delegates, 8 members of the Board 
of Management, and ~ agents' representatives. 

In addition to _considering many items of an adminis·
trative and financial nature, delegates listened · to 
addresses by Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., and Mr. C. J. Ward, 
on overseas markets, and discussed future prospects. 

A full report of the deliberations will appear in the 
next issue of the "News." 
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Victorian State Confel'ence 

A motion urging that, if necessary, and after discussion 
by Federal Council, a deputation should be sent to Can
berra to put the case against expansion of the Industry 
to thG- Prime Minister, was passed by the Victorian State 
Conference during its meeting in October. The Con
ference, which _met under the chairmanship of Mr. L. G. 
Cameron, also considered steps io combat the possibility 
of infection of fruit-producing areas by the Queensland 
fruit fly. It was also resolved to protest strongly to the 
Victorian Government ·against any rise in the existing 
water charges. Other motions included: "That the State 
Government be requested to amend the Dried Fruits 
Act 1938 to provide that: 1. Packing houses be permitted 
to receive fruit requiring further treatment by dehydra
tion or the removal of mould or other foreign matter. 
2. Additional standard or standard samples be fixed to 
classify such fruit. 3. The·powers of the graders appointed 
by the State Board be extended under Section 4 7 of the 
Dried Fruit Act to include such additional standard 
samples." "That it be a recommendation to Federal 
Council that provision be made for the establishment of 
a 'Plain' grade of Currants, as an intermediate grade 
between 1 Crown and M.F." t'That because of the wide 
difference in the amounts paid by distillers and others 
for sub-standard fruit~ that Federal Council discuss the 
advisability of an Industry pool for sub-standard fruit." 

South Australian State Conference 
Mr. R. M. Simes was Chairman of the 30th Annual 

South Australian State Conference, which met in Loxton 
in September. The Conference adopted a draft constitution 
which followed similar lines to the Victorian Constitution. 
Progress into research on gummosis was considered. A 
resolution that the "Federal Government be asked to 
make an advance on the price of Dried Vine Fruits 
exported to the United Kingdom on produd.tion of shipping 
documents to the extent of 75% of the last established 
cost of production by the Bureau of Agricultural" 
Economics." 

Among other- resolutions accepted by the Conference 
were: A recommendation to Federal Council that the 
differential between three and two Crown Currants 
should be lifted by one halfpenny to one penny for all 
sales within the Commonwealth, which was allied to a 
recommendation to tlie Board of Management to examine 
the whole of the differentials on the Commonwealth 
market. A request to Federal Council to consider intro
ducing a more realistic price differential between grades 
of Tree Fruits. A recommendation that Tree Fruits 
should be included in The A.D.F.A. Publicity Campaign 
for Vine Fruits; and a resolution that discussions should 
be opened with the United States on the American Govern
ment policy of snbsidising Vine Fruits. 

Renmark 
Subjects deliberated by the Renmark Branch included 

an approach to the Minister for Trade and Customs to 
have the use of sub-standard Dried Fruits for spirit 
manufacture allowed permanently, and not subject to 
annual approval; a request to the Renmark Irrigation 
Trust that the channel in en be permitted to adjust water 
schedules if necessary for those growers who intend to 
use hor:mone spraying ·on Cunants in lieu of cincturing 
and bri;nging to the notice of the Bqard that the succes~ 
of these sprays depends on timing, and irrigations could 
easily upset the spraying programme; and the question 
of encouraging establishment of suitable display cases 
for fruits in community hotels throughout growing areas. 

Barmera 
There was a very large attendance at the annUal meet

ing in July, due to the outcome of the executive's invita
tion to members of a chemical firm who specialise in 
·"winter treatment of black spot." In addition to an 
excellent addr.ess by Mr. P. Dexter, B.Agr.Sc., films were 
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sho>vn. Advantage of the presence of so many growers 
was taken by the Chairman, Mr. ,J. V. Foot, when he 
gave the annual report on A.D.F.A. matters and Agricul
tural Bureau. 

Growers resolve& to carry on the present set-up in 
regard to·harvest labour and arbitration matters. Refer
ence was also made to the good w01~k done in handling 
labour at harvest time by Mr. C. M. Chabrel. Mr. J. K. 
Middleton read the labour report. 

Western Australia 
A general meeting of the Western Australian Branch 

was held in the Herne Hill Hall on 10th September. Mr. 
A. Watt, Chairman of the State Branch, presided over 
about 10() members; some had travelled from as far as 
Bindoon. The Deputy Chairman of the Association, Mr. 
J. H. Gordon, and the General Secretary, Mr. R. B. Curtis, 
we1·e present. A great deal of interest was taken by 
members in reports submitted by the Chairman on the 
prospects for sales in Britain after decontrol. Mr. J. H. 
Gordon gave sound information on controlled marketing 
and Association ideas and ideals, together with advice 
on the constitutional approach for the checking of 
agents' and packers' account saleing and information 
relating to Pool accounts. 

After the general items on the agenda had been dis
posed of, discussion with the Acting Chairman and the 
General Secretary related mainly to publicity activities. 
The following matters were referred to: The lines on 
which publicity should be conducted; The approach which 
should be made to put such lines of publicity into effect; 
What form of liaison should be arranged in W.A. with 
the PubliCity Officer to effectively promote the accepted 
lines of publicity; and How much money should be 
expended on sales promotion in Western Australia. It 
was pointed out to the Executive that already publicity 
had been conducted through the National Recipe Com
petition, both by·:national advertisements and by limited 
distribution of shOwcards and literature relating thereto, 
and by advertisements in national women's magazines, 
trade journals, daily newspaper and over the radio. It 
was felt that as the W.A. market was somewhat isolated 
from the rest of the Commonwealth, guidance" and assis
tance through the formation of a local Publicity Advisory 
Committee would help the Publicity Officer in the type 
of approach required in Western Australia, and the most 
effective means of dlsh·ibuting literature to the trade, 
and . contacting the trade. The Executive agreed with 
the proposal that an Advisory Committee be formed, and 
appointed the Chairman of the Branch (ex officio) and 
Messrs. Sh.arman, Ashton and Duff. It was also ·felt 
that some form of representation with grocers should 
be made, but it was recognised that sales in Western 
Australia and the relatively small number of grocers to 
be contacted would not justify the expense of a full
time man or the purchase of a special van. The Chair
man tentatively suggested that as he already had a repre
sentative contacting the ·trade in respect to the sale of 
his own packet lines, one day each week could be given 
by this repres_entative in making visits specifically to the 
grocery trade, when literature could be distributed. The 
result~ng cost would be one day's wages per week, plus 
car m1leage. 

Murray, Valley District Council 
The Murray;_ Valley District Council met in September 

under the chairmanship of Mx:. E. E. Lloyd. Matters 
considered by the Council included the proceSsing of sub
standard fruit for distillation and the position of the 
Industry in regard to the ;recently formed State Wages 
Board. Mr. L. Bishop was elected Secretary to the 
CounciL ' 

S.A. Prunegrowers' Association 
The question of a price reduction in small Prunes was 

discussed at meetirigs of the S.A. Prune-growers' Asso
ciation, and the reductions of 6d. per lb. on Counts 

Page 'rhirty-five 

1 
' 



[lll'if 
' 

100/120.was accepted. It was considered that the subject 
of regrading of all Prune differentials would have to be 
fully reviewed by The A.D.F.A. Tree Fruits Committee. 
Satis~action with a proposed 28 ·Oz. c;an was· expressed, 
and It was resolved to undertake an initial packing of 
five tons of fruit. Cost of packing and labels would be 
£72 per ton. The A.D.F.A. single box rate would then 
nee~ to be 4/8~ per 28 oz. can, giving .a selling price of 
eqUivalent tq 2/8.14 per lb. This compared with 2/5~ 
per lb. A.D.F.A. single box rate for 7 lb. cans. If 28 · 
oz. cans were sold to retailers at 4/8! per can and allow
ance was made for 25% mark up, the retail price would 
be 5/10 per can. It was felt that the Association should 
aim at a retail price of 5/6 pei· can, which would 
require an A.D.F.A. Single box selling price of 4/5 per 
can (216< per lb.). 

Berti 
The annual general meeting of the Berri Branch, under 

the chairmanship of Mr. H. H. Stone, reviewed the work 
of the Harvest Labour Bureau, on whose good work Mr. 
~adde1:n was congratulated. The meeting also discussed 
mcreasmg charges by the Department of Lands in water 
rates, expansion of plantings and marketing in the 
United Ki~gdom. Messrs. J. McKay and R. H. Cullen 
were appomted to represent the Branch on the River 
Murray Arbitration Committee. 

1 

Robin vale 
It was decided to press further for the appointment of 

a government grader for Robinvale. Concern was 
expressed at the prohibition of use of sub-standard fruit 
for distillation purposes. In view of the high rise in 
harvest costs, it was proposed ~hat the Labour Conciliation 
League should be asked to set a standard minimum weight 
for b_uckets when considering the 10.0 bucket price. The 
meetmg also heard an account of the result of the work 
of the Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee with the new 
range of fungicid~s. It is reported that the fruit storage 
space at the Robmvale Producers Co-operative has been 
extended by a capacity of some 1500 tons, so that about 
5500 tons can now be stored. The dehydrator section 
had also been extended. A long range plan to ensure 
representation of the young.er .generation of growers in 
The A.D.F.A. has been put into effect by increasing 
the Branch's Committee from six to ten members the 
n~w members peing of the young·er group. Mr. M. W. D. 
Firth, a committeeman, said that there should be concern 
that t}'te majority of delegates to the various A.D.F.A. 
councils were of the older school" of growers. These 
could not be expected to shoulder the burden for any 
great length of time. 

EXecutive Appointments 
Nyah: E .. W. LeWis (President), R. H. Harrop (Vice~ 

President), J. W. A. McGregor (Vice-President) 
J. C. Prockter (Secretary). ' 

Cur1waa: L. B. O'Don~ell (President), J. A. Page (Secre~ 
tary), A. T. R. Middleton, J. Primmer, R. Pike, D. J. 
McLeod, F. Stephens, W. Smith, L. McLeod. 

Barmera: J. V. Foot (Chairman), R. G. Hallam (Vice~ 
Chairman), C. W. Till (Hon. Secretary), B. Pollard, 
C. B. McLaren, E. D. SmlS. , 

Robin vale: L. R. Stevens (Chairman), A. E. Spiller (Sec
, retary}, R .. J. Powell, A. G. Lawson, G. J. Black, 

M. W. D. Firth, V. E. Wilson, H. R. Buchecker, N. J. 
Balcombe, F. A. Parish. 

CoomeaUa: J. W. Bailey (Chairman), J. J. Murdoch (Sec~· 
retary), W. J. Pillar, R. L. Job, H. H. Evans, H. M. 
Burbridg-e, L. H. Harvey, D. B. Bell. 

Woorinen: F: E. Ferguson (President) J. Jorgenson 
(Vice-President), R. C. Polkinghor~e (Secretary) 
H. T. Clutterbuck (Assistant Secretary/Treasurer)' 
D .. W. Cockroft, W. L. Allnatt, N. M. Byrnes, C~ 
Heighway, R. M, Polkinghorne, J. R. McFadyen, C. 
Mott. 

Bung';lnyah-K?raleigh Settlers' Association: J. G. Laugh .. 
lm (Chau·man), 0. Ward (Vice~Chairman), H. 0. 
Short (Secretary). 
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Clare: W. H. Penna (Chairman), F. Cockington (Secre~ 
tary), P. H. Quirke, J. II. C. Buzacott, L. J. Moyle, 
A. A. F. McAskill. 

Gol Gol and District: I. J. Voullaire (President), E. T. 
Brown (Vice-President), A. R. Lynch (Secretary), 
C. J. Bliss, T. Hunter, Potter, C. Chapman, A. D. 
George, J,: R. Stevenson. 

Liaison with Growers 
A compl'ehensive itinerary was followed by the Acting 

Chairman of The A.D.F.A. Board of Management, Mr. 
J. H. Gordon, and the General Secretary, Mr. R. B. 
Curtis) when they visited Western Australia in September. 
Their activities included a tour of Swan Valley, accom
panied by Mr. J. Craig, Manage:r of Swan Settlers' Co-op. 
Association; making of A.B. C. recorded broadcasts· dis
cussions with the Dried Fruits Board of W.A. · a me~ting 
with the Executive of W.A. Branch A.D.F.A.,' and atten
dance at the Annual Meeting of W.A. Growers, as well 
as a visit to the Bindoon Soldier Settlement, accompanied 
by Mr. W. H; Taylor and Mr. J. S. Cartmell, and a 
meeting with the W.A. Dried Fruits Distributors Associa
tion. With the expansion of Dried Fruits settlements at 
Bindoon and Toodyay as well as hi the Swan Valley, con~ 
sideration is being given to the formation of at least 
three branches in these districts. Should these branches 
be formed, their functions would be similar .to those 
handled by branches in the east. A State Conference 
would then be held each year before Federal Council. 

MessrS. L. B. O'Donnell and L. G. Cameron attended 
a quarterly meeting at Red Cliffs and addressed growers 
on Industry problems. · 

Visits by South Australian Board Members to A.D.F.A. 
Branches in the non-irrigated areas will be made by 
arrangements between Branches and Board Members, 
concerned for mutually convenient times. 

~~~~~~~~~~·~~·~~·~~~~~~~·~~~~~~~·~~~~~ 

I WOORINEN I i FRUITGROWERS I 
~ Re~~:~~ce~!:ri~!~:h I Branches at Nyahwest and Trese~ 

DRIED FRUIT AND CITRUS PACKERS 

GENERAL HARDWARE AND TIMBER 
MERCHANTS 

ALL GROWERS' REQUISITES 

AGENTS FOR: 
AMPOL (ALBA) PETROLEUM PTY. LTD. 
H. V. McKAY MASSEY HARRIS PTY. LTD. 

RONALDSON BROS. & TIPPETT 
DANIEL HARVEY LTD. 

VICTORIA INSURANCE co. LTD. I 
11 QUEENSLAND INSURANCE CO. LTD. 
~ AM.P. SOCIETY ' 
~ T. & G. LIFE SOCIETY I LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS 
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VICTORIAN BOARD 

The Board met in August under the chairmanship of 
Mr. P. J. Maloney. Further consideration was given to 
the desirability or otherwise of altering the Dried Fruits 
Regulations to ensure that Currants described as "Manu
facturing Quality" should not be permitted to be sold 
over the counter to the public. Members were of the 
opinion that the position might be met by the introduction 
in the Regulations of an intermediate "Plain" grade 
for Currants, thereby- providing a grade lower than 1 
Crown and permitting the retail sale of Currants classed 
in this category. In the event of this being done, "M.F." 
Currants would be used exclusively for manufacturing 
purposes. However, before taking any definite action, 
it was agreed that all sections of the Industry should be 
consulted for the 'purpose of obtaining their views on 
this proposal. Full sympathy with requests from the 
Robinvale Producers' Co-operative Co. Ltd. and the 
Robinvale Branch of The A.D.F.A. for an appointment 
of a grader in .the district for the 1954 Season was 

expressed, and it was stated that the Board had already 
been in touch with the Department of Commerce, which 
had advised that the depletion of experienced inspectors 
would render it very difficult for the Department to make 
a grader available for duty in this area. Having regard 
to Robinvale's isolated position and also to the steady 
increase of tonnage in this settlement, the Board decided 
to again approach the Department of Commerce and do 
everything in its power to secure a qualified grader at 
least two days per week, the Board undertaking to be 
responsible for payment of salary, etc., of such officer. 
Many complaints had been received by the Board that 
the actual weight did not appear on sweat boxes, and, 
in this connection it was decided to make enquiries in 
the direction of. ensuring that the correct weight was 
branded (in Ibs.) each year on sweat boxes, and that all 
marks relating to previous years should be obliterated 
from such boxes. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BOARD 
The Annual Report for year ending 28th February, 

1953, shows the South Australian pack for Season 1952 
as 11,371 tons for Vine Fruits (Currants, 4217, Sultanas 
6506, Lexias 648), and 1100 tons for Tree Fruits (Prunes 
424, Peaches 69, Apricot~ 538, Nectarines 12, and Pears 
57). Commenting upon the season, the report continues: 

"The total South Australian pack of Dried Vine Fruits 
for the year 1952 showed a drop of 17.7 per cent. com
pared with the pack for the previous year. Heavy rainfall 
in January substantially reduced the Currant crop. Cli
matic conditions for the remainder of the season, however, 
were favourable, and this was reflected in the Sultana 
production, which was nearly 300 tons heavier than in 
the Season 1951. There was a substantial fall in Lexia 
production. Only 648 tons of this variety were packed, 
compared with 1512 tons in the previous year; the dro-p 
being attributed entirely to the demand for fresh gordo 
Grapes by- th'e wine and spirit trade. The diversion of 

pack of these varieties over recent years can b~ traced 
to the increasing demand by canneries and factories for 
fresh fruit. 

"The condition of Dried Vine Fruit delivered by growers 
to packing houses suggests more care and attention are 
being given by growers to their product during the drying 
period. This may be attributed to a thorough and an 
efficient inspection of drying g·reens and racks early in 
the season prior to the harvesting of the fruit. 'There is 
evidence, however, of more roo.m for improvement in 
operations ·on drying grounds, particularly in regard to 
the elimination from sweat boxes of foreign substances 
such as gravel, burrs, nails, etc. 

"The present season, 1953, shows a marked improve
ment in production. At the time of writing this report 
the indications are that the total pack of Dried Vine Fruits 
will be more than double that for the year 1952." 

Sultana Grapes, however, to wineries and distilleries was Reference is also made to registration of packing 
less than in previous years. Under the influence of climatic houses, State quotas and collaboration with Boards in 
conditions .the quality of the Currant crop was below that other producing States. Board Members we1·e Messrs. 
for the Season 1951; the grading of Sultanas and Lexias, F. M. McMillan (Chairman), A. G. Strickland, C.B.E., 
however, was generally of high quality, M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy Chairman), C. W. Till, J. R. Jemison 

"The total Dried Tree Fruits production was 29% and R. J. Ward. Finances of the Board are shown 
lower than in the year 1951. The progressive fall in the below. 

Incotne and Expenditure Account for Year Ended 28th Februal'}'l, 1953 

1951-52 

£3,026 
< 7 

921 
66 

116 
200 

174 

1952-53 1951-52 
To Administration-

Board fees ...... £750 0 
8 Secretary's salary . 973 

Staff sala'ries, office 
rent, cleaning and 
lighting, etc ..... 735 0 

Investigation officer 766 11 
Consultative Com~ 

mittee .. , . 
Audit Fee .. 
Pay roil tax 

20 0 
20 0 
17 11 

0 
6 

5 
3 

0 <o-
7 

-----£3,282 11 
Advertising. . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 
Election expenses.. . . . . 30 16 
Inspection service . . . • . . 921 0 
Office and general expenses . . 85 13 
Printing and stationery . . . . 93 0 
Dried Fruits Publicity Commit~ 

tee ............... . 
Travelling expenses . . . . . . 
Balance surplus transferred to 

accumulated reserve account, 

400 0 
357 13 

1,174 5 

9 
0 
7 
0 
0 
8 

0 
3 

9 

£6,349 5 0 

£5,763 
33 
54 

2 
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By Annual contribution . . . . 
Packing house registrations 
Interest . . . . . . ... . . 
Sundry receipts .. 

1952-53 
< • £6,235 13 

32 0 
79 11 

2 0 

3 
0 
9 
0 

£6,349_5 __ 0 

Page T.hirty~seven 

\ 



------~------.-------

Accmnulated Reserve Account 

To Balance at 28th February, 1953 . . . . £3,961 17 2 By Balance 1st March, 1952 ........ £2,787 11 5 
Surplus for year ended 28th February, 

1953 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1,174 5 9 

£3,961: 17 2 £3,961 17 2 
------------- --

Balance Sheet as --- -------a~~~!!_ _ __!:ebruar~!25i___ _____________ _ 
29/2/52. LIABILITIES 

£32 Fees paid in advance-Packing 
house registrations . . . . . . 

30 Board fees reserve account 
Sundry creditms . . . . ·'· 

2, 788 Accumulated reserve_ account 

32 0 
25 16 

921 0 
3,961 17 

£4,940 13 

0 
6 
0 
2 

8 

29/2/52. ASSETS 
£37 Sundry debtors . . . . . . 

' Cash-

2,713 
100 

On hand .... 
At Treasury .. 
At Commonwealth Bank 

£89 15 5 

3 0 4 
4,747 17 11 

100 0 0 

£4,940 13 8 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BOARD 
Among matters con;;;;idered at the July, Aug·ust _and 

September meetings of the Board were the winding up 
of the State Dried Fruits Boards Publicity activities; the 
question of the grade description of M.F. Cunants and 
prevention of their sale by the l'etail trade, and the 
imports of Currants into Western Australia. ' 

During a recent visit to Western Australia on .A.D.F.A. 
matters the Acting Chairman (Mr. J. H. Gordon) and the 
General Secretary (Mr. R. B. Curtis) made a courtesy 
call on the 'Western Australian Dried Fruits Board, when 
an informal discussion took place on Industry affairs. The 
Chairman (Mr. E. S. Watt, O.B.E.), in welcoming them 
on behalf of the Board, expressed appreciation of the 
work they were doing in the interest of the growers, and 
expressed the hope that thci existing harmonious relations 

between The A.D.F.A. and the State Boards would.con
tinue. In reply, Messrs. Gordon and Cm·tis gave the views 
of The A.D.F.A. on a number of matters, including.M.F. 
.Currants, unlicensed dealel'S, and the import of Currants 
to W.A. from eastern States; dej'.'.ontrol of marketing by 
British Government, and Commonwealth average 
realisations. Reporting to the Board of Management of 
The A.D.F.A. on the discussions, Mr. Gordon said that 
he had returned ft·om the west with the impression that 
the Chairman of the Bom·d (Mr. E. S. Watt, O.B.E.) _and 
the members had a very thorough appreciation of the 
ramificatiol).S and problems inherent in an organised 
primary industry. The other members of the Board are 
Messrs. Duff (Deputy Chairman), Edgecombe, Hawke 
and Taylor. 

~'NEWS" ITEMS 

Obituaries 
It is with deepest regret that news has been l'eceived 

of the recent deaths of Mr. J. J. Scouler, C.B.E.,- Secre
tary of the London panel of the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board; Mr. H. S. Bickford, an ex-Chair
man of the Dried Fruits Board (W.A.), and ·-Mr. C. R. 
Delbridge, President of the South Australian Dried 
Fruits Distributors' Association. Expressions of sym
pathy have been conveyed to their widows. 

Pay-Roll Tax Assessment Bill 
The Treasurer, at the second reading of the bill, said: 
"This bill is designed primarily to increase the amount 

of the statutory exemPtion from pay-roll tax from £1040 
per annum to £4160 per annum, which is four times the 
amount of the existing exemption. The existing exemp

""'tion is at the rate of £20 per week, or £86/13/4 per 
month. Employers who pay wages ih excess of £20 per 
wee.k are. at present required to register for pay-roll tax 
purposes and to pay tax at the rate of 2ili% on the 
excess of the wages above that figure. The tax is payable 
monthly. In each monthly ret.urn the erhployer is 
entitled to a deduction of £86/13/4 on account of the 
statutory exemption. Where as a result of the pay-roll 
fluctuation from month to month, the full amount of 
exemption is not claimed in the monthly returns, the law 
provides for adjustment on an annual basis in order to 
ensure that the full statutory exemption of £1040 per 
annum is secured. The exemption now stands at the same 
amount as was provided at the inception of the tax in 
1941. Since that time rates of wages have increased to 
such an extent that many srnalJ employers have been 
brought within the scope of the tax by reason of that 
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fact alone, and without any increase in- the number of 
their employees. Some of the smaller employers have 
complained that )ack of office organisation and pressure 
of business activities generally have caused them sub
stantial difficulty in meeting their obligation under the 
law." 

Pay-Roll Tax Assailed 
Repeal of pay-roll tax has been supported from both 

sides of the House of Representatives. The tax was 
condemned in the House by Mr. P. J. Clarey and Mr. 
C. W. F'alkinder. Mr. Clarey said pay-roll tax was not 
the type of tax which a country struggling to increase 
its production should attempt to operate. He ·urged the 
Government at least to modify the legislation to allow 
for more equitable distribution of the tax between lig·ht 
industries having a comparatively low pay roll, and 
heavier industries, which contributed more to the Aus
tralian economy; .complete exemption for public and edu
cational institutions and State and municipal bodies pro
viding service to the. community in whole or in part, and 
for refunds to exporters, particularly of milk foods and 
canned fruit, who were losing overseas markets becau~e 
of lower costs of production in other countries. Mr·. 
Fa1kinder said he Would sup_port any member or party in 
the House moving for the -complete- abolition of pay-1·oll 
tax. The Government by its present easing of the pay-roll 
tax burden had clearly _indicated its intention to abolish 
the tax eventually. Mr. Falldnder said the tax was bad 
because firstly it was inflationary, and secondly, it was 
discriminatory. Any employer ·who had to pay pay-roll 
tax naturally passed the cost on to the cons-q:mer, thus 
further forcing up the cost structure. This was par
ticularly significant to-day, when the high costs were 
pricing many goods out of overseas markets. 
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Devaluation No Solution 
Devaluation of the Australian pound at the present 

time offers no real solution to tl).e_ problem of costs and 
productivity, according to the National Bank of Australia. 
"All it presents is -a short-term expedient and another 
round of inflation," the bank states. "Surely in ·the 
sh.ap:'mg of this country's economic progress over the past 

there has been overmuch of both. For the 
~.'~~Jst'~ifl~; least, the rumours of change in the Austra
n exchange rate have been definitely -refuted, 

should be, for the grounds on which they 
insufficient, and the reasons why they are 

even welcOmed in some quarters are not 
. A nation does not usually devalue its 

a time when its trade balances are favourable 
its currency reserves have been increasing." 

Loxton Experimental Station 
The River Murray Conference has passed a resolution 

urging the State Department of Agri~ulture to establish 
an experimental station at Loxton. It was reported that, 
if the necessary finance were made available, the Depart
m~nt would take necessary action -to give effect to the 
resolution. 

Electricity for Goodnight 

The Swan Hill Borough Council has agreed to a- pro~ 
posal to supply bulk electricity to the rural areas of 
Goodnight and Tooleybuc. 

Decline in Export Cake Trade 
Indicative ~i the decline in export of cakes and plum 

puddings from Australia, the following figures are of 
interest: 

Cakes 
16,817,557 

5, 734,500 

Puddings 
14,938,252 

526,739 

Total 
31,755,809 lb. 

6,261,239 lb. 
Fruit content is about 45%, so the decline represe.nts 

sales of about 5000 tons of Drie<:! Fruits lo.§t. 

Clean Ground Reminder 
Growers are reminded that Dried Fruits must be free 

from stalks, silt, sand, grit, insect refuse ' and other 
foreign matte1· before delivery to packing houses. 

To this end, it is necessary to ensure that drying· 
grounds around racks are thoroughly cleared and cleaned. 

Particular menaces in this respect are weeds and burrs, 
which attach themselves to the Dried Fruits, thus involv
ing hand-picking, which adds to packing costs and causes 
slowing down of output. 

In addition, bun'-infested fruit has to be segl'egated 
in the packin~ houses, which delay the re-issue of sweat 
boxes to growe_rs. 

Among the _worst of these weeds are hedge-hog grass 
(often called "gentle Annies" or "innocent _ _weed"), 
three-cornered jacks, Bathurst burr and some of the 
Clovers. 

Apart from contamination of the fruit on drying 
grounds, these weeds may become embedded in the fruit 
before reaching the drying grounds if allowed to grow 
under the vine roWs. This causes a· slowing down of the 
picking rate. 

Some of these weeds have been proclaimed as noxious 
weeds, and the onus is on the grower to ·see that they 
are eradicated. · 

,A-USTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

U.K. Trade Savings 
As a result of negotiations by the Export Control 

Board's delegation in London, it is estimated that growers 
will save about £A208,000 in selling and handling costs 
when next season's pack is marketed in the U.K. 

In sterling values, this amount is made up of a 17 o/o 
saving in brokerage and comniission (£40,000), a ?! o/o 
saving in draftage (£20,000), a H o/o saving in discounts 
(£60,000). Further savings in rents, payment term-S, 
insurance and branding, stacking and weighing will yield 
another £46,500. 

This makes"·a total of £166,500 sterling, or £208,625 
Australian. However, this sum will be completely swal
lowed up by increased costs of production th1·ough rising 
costs of wages, materials and- services, over which the 
Industry had no control. 

1954 Publicity Approved 
Continuation of Th.e A.D.F.A. :NMional Sales Promotion 

Campaign for the 1954-55 season has been approved by 
Federal Council, 195~, which also considered a detailed 
report of the first twelve months' activities. 

Planned to follow the avenues of approach developed 
in the opening year's publicity, the campaign is budgetted 
at £32,300. 

Funds will be obtained from a 7 I- per ton levy con
tribution froni growers and a 3d. per ton contribution 
by selling agents. 

Major activities in the next twelve months will include 
· national advertising in women's magazines and intensive 

stimulation of the -retail trade. 
It was also decided that the Publicity Sub-committee 

should examine whether Tree Fruits and Prunes should 
be brought into the publicity campaign. 

$•~~~~~~~~A~~~~~~~~~~~~A~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~ 
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PUBLICITY PROGRESS 
The A.D.F.A. National Sales Promotion campaign has now been actively progressing for ~;•;m~e~r~~ff;~~~ 

that is, from the beginning ~f' last June. The initial phase, that of the Recipe Competition, is now 
the work of direct continuous consumer and trade promotion is proceeding. The ohj«t of all 
is the constant impression upon the housewife, through many channels of approach, of the major 
Dried Vine Fruit{!. 

With the competition phase now ended, it is worth while to recapitulate the general organisation and 
of this ev~t, and outstanding impressions are presented in the following article: 

RECIPE CONTEST BROUGHT RECORD ENTRY! 
With over 88,000 recipes received at the final counting, 

The A.D.F.A. National Recipe Contest attracted one of 
the highest entries ever received in Australia for a com
petition of this kind." 

In actual fact, over 37,000 women from all parts of 
Australia submitted recipes, and entries canie from ·as far 
afield as New Zealand, Malaya, New Guinea and the 
United Kingdom. The table below shows the source of 
entries, 

Victoria ............. . 
New South Wales 
South Australia .. 
Queensland . . . . . . 
Western Australia .. 
Tasmania ....... . 
A. C. Territory ......... . 
N. Territory . . . . . . 
New Zealand . . . . . . . .. . 
New Guinea ......... . 
Malaya ........... . 
United Kingdom . .. . . . .. . 

14,234 
9,755 
4,901 
4,714 
2,091 
1,967 

75 
33 
24 

8 
2 
2 

37,806 

After the mos.t careful Selection by a panel of highly 
qualified judges, the first prize was awarded to Mrs. Janet 
Meyrick, of GlasShouse Mountains, Queensland; the 

\~~ second prize to Mrs. Mary Davis, of Ashfield, Sydney; and 
the third prize to Mrs. G. M. Gregg, of Hobart, Tasmania. 

The judges were Mrs. Jean Bowring, Home Economist 
and Cookery Editor of uwoman's Day" (who were co
sponsors of the competition with The A.D.F.A.), Mrs. 
Olwen Mackay, Home Service Supervisor of the Gas and 

. Fuel Corporation, Melbourne, and Miss Katherine Sly, 
Senior Cookery Instructress at the Emily Macpherson 
College of Domestic Sdence, 

It should be emphasised that the judges, as experts in 
the field of cookery and home economy generally, had 
complete discretion in the allocation of prizes, their ~erms 

of reference being to seek for recipes ·which combined the 
. elements of originality, palatability, reasonable economy, 
ease of· preparation and general popularity. 

Clearly no single recipe could ever embody eVery one 
of th~se basic qualities to a complete extent, and in 
addition the judges were requested to bear in mind the 
need to explore the many wajrs in Which Dried Vine 
Fruits can be used in cookery, apart from the well-known 
fruit cake and plum pudding. · 

What the Recipes Were 

The market survey undertaken by The A.D.F.A. last 
year showed that most p~ople thought largely of cakes 
and puddings when considering uses for Dried Vine Fruits. 
Analysis of 93% of the· entries received confirms thiS 
finding. The breakdown of recipes· is: 

Cakes and Puddings . . . . 
Meats ............. . 
.Qreads and Loaves . . . . . . 
Biscuits .. · ........... . 
Chutneys ........... . 
Confe~tions . . . . . . 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . 
Unanalysed . . . . . . . . . . 

56,249 
1,335 
4,800 
6,960 
1,972 
1,051 

10,349 
5,856 

88,442 
As was expected, the majority of recipes (and espe.ci,,l!J 

those in the "Cakes and Puddings" category) 
of-the-mill" dishes, such as virtually every wc>men 
how to make. Apart from indicating how 
uses are known, they did not greatly assist in rormw,anng 
novel cooking ideas. 

I.t might be said that the competition was a queSt for 
recipes that were Out of the general run, without being 
so unusual or exotic ·as to have little general family 
appeal Dishes were sought that were attractive enough 
to make good party fare, ·but also practical enough to be 
used for ordinary family meals. 

. In following this policy, it is in no way intended to 
discourage the- making of fruit cakes, puddings and other 

Mrs. J. Meyrick, Queensland, 
1st Prize Winner. 

Mrs. M. Davis, N.S.W., 
2nd Prize Winner. 

Mrs. C. Gregg, Tasmania, 
:3rd ·Prize -Winner. 
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old favourites; rather, it is hoped to increase public 
consumption by showing additional uses and suggesting 
new variations of established recipes. 

Some 60 recipes and suggestions received awards, and 
these have been compiled into an attractive new cookery 

which is now in· course of production. By getting 
cookery books into the consumer's home, it is 
to achieve a Widespread distribution of the less 

>m.tn<>nlY a}f.~~·i!:~t~~. ways in which Currants, Sultanas 
t can be employed by the housewife. 

What Did the Competition Achieve? 

the final analysis the competition can only be looked 
from one angle-what did it do to promote the sales 
Vine Fruits? 

Firstly, as has been stated previously, the competition 
designed as a "curtain-raiser" for the main adv.er~ 

campaign, "its object being to focus attention of 
the consumer upon products with .which she was already . 
familiar, and which required some additional highlighting 
before the general sales promotion commenced. 

In this regard, it is necessary to look not at the number 
of entries received-large though this was-but at the 
number of potential buyers of Dried Vine Fruits who 
were aware of and interested in the competition. 

As a general level of comparison, it can be said that 
a 2% or 3% entry f01· a competition is high, and results 
of similar promotions run in this country and overseas 
confirm this finding. 

Thus a far wider audience than the direct participants 
can safely be said to have come within the orbit of this 
initial advertising. 

One of the main points of interest to the public was, 
of course, the attractive prize money offered, and this 

~~1~rt~~~:~ was used as the initial "eye~eatcher." This 
naturally, underlies any competition for any 

bu,t was especially important in the circum-
""'"'·"•--"""''" The A.D.F.A. was (and is) at t.he outset 

in the field of publicity. 

Presentation Ceremony Held 

~;~;~~::}:~~~!~t~~;;;~o;f~1th~e~~~competition was the special held in the Mm·al Hall of 
Melbourne, on 26th August. 

In opening ceremony, the Hon. L. W. Galvin, 
M.L.A., Victorian Deputy Premier and Chief Secretary, 
,paid tribute to the initiative shown by a national primary 
in-dustry in taking positive steps to increase public con
sumption of its products. 

Speaking for the judges and uwoman's Day," Mrs. 
Jean Bowring, the .chief judge, dwelt upon the great 
range of entries received and the wide acceptance of 
Currants, _Sultanas and Seeded Raisins by Australian 
housewives. 

Concluding the event on behalf of the Industry, Mr. 
R. M. Simes, Chairman of The A.D.F.A. Publicity Sub~ 
committee, also commented upon the public interest in 
Currants, Sultanas and Seeded Raisins evidenced by the 
competition. ""l' -

"'We know, of course, that we eat Currants, Sultanas 
and Seeded Raisins because we like them,~> Mr. Simes 
said, "but as Australians we can also take pride in a 
home industry which in 66 short years has grown fr-om 
a dream in the minds of a few far-thinking men to become 
a great economic asset to the nation, earning millions of 
pounds yearly in catering for all our domestic needs_, and 
supplying many impol'tant overseas markets/' 

Prizes were presented to the first and second winners 
by Miss Glenda Raymond, the well-known operatic star. 
The entire ceremony was broadcast by 3DB, Melbourne, 
and later rebroadcast by 3MA, Mildura; 3SH, Swan Hill, 
and 5RM, Renmark. 

Winners' Comment on Competition 

Apart from exp1•essing their appreciation of prizes 
received, a number of the winners went out of their way 
to make special comments upon the competition and upon 
Dried Vine Fruits generally. 

For inst~nce,-Mrs. W. Binstead, of Brighton, Vic., said: 
" ... having spent most of the past sixteen years in 
South America, principally Brazil, where the Dried Fruits 
on sale are mainly of European, Argentine or U.S.A. 
origin, I have been amazed at the superlative quality of · 
Australia·n Dried Fruits~ and feel that you must have 
tremendous export possi]Jilities to such countries as 
;Brazil." -

Mrs. J. Watts, of Sans Souci, N.S.W., commented upon 
the high nutritional quality of Dried Vine Fruits> which 
was the reason she used them so frequently in her cooking, 

Mrs. Meyrick, of Queensland, first _prize wi.nner, 
remarked: " .•. My youngsters burn up a tremendous 
amount of energy .· .. and I allow them free access to 
the Dried Fruits. They eat them as other youngsters 
d~ ,lollies." 

Most ·competitors made special mention of the health 
and nutritional qualities of the products, and many were 
users of very long standing. Others statements included: 
"The competition has helped housewives to exchange 
recipe ideas"; "We have always used Cunants, Sultanas 
and Seeded RaiSins in our family," and "We look forward 
to trying out the successful recipes." 

As the competition drew to its conclusion, so the 
general advertising began to mount. Everything possible 
has been done to exploit the results of the contest, cui~ 
ruinating With the new Cookery Book, now in course of 
production. Many thousands of women all over Australia 
have had their interest reawakened in products which 
they were, perhf!.ps, in danger of 11taking for granted,'' 
and it is up to the following sales promotion in all its 
aspects to capitalise on that and to follow up the first 
introduction with -direct, strong and sustained selling. 

EXPLANATION TO GROWER 
A letter rece-ived from a Nyah grower, Mrs. H. Dalton, 

~xpressed concern that the winning entries selected by 
:he judges did not have as high a Vine Fruit content as 
11ore established dishes, such as full fruit cake, contain. 
ls other growers may well have formed similar imp:res
ions, the lette1' of explanation sent by the Publicity 
!fficer to Mrs. Dalton- is reproduced be-low. 

11Thank you for your letter of 29th August raising the 
lint as to the Vine Fruits featured in the prize-winning 
cipes.for The A.D.F.A. Recipe Competition. 
11While your comments are understandable, I think 
at the following explanation will indicate to you the 
sic principles on which -the Recipe Competition was 
1ducted and the prize-winning recipes were selected. 

WSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

uFirst1 the main reason fo-1· running the competition 
was to start The A.D.F.A. publicity campaign with a big 
"punch" to create interest by housewives in the use of 
Dried Fruits. That the competition was a success can 
be gauged from the fact that over 88,000 recipes Were 
received from over 37,000 housetvives. These housewives 
wrote -in from all over Australia, and even from overseas, 
as the following dissection will show:" 

[Here was inserted the breakdown of entries presented 
in the preceding article.-Editor ~'News."] 

"Secondly, the cOmpetition was designed to find out 
-new uses for Dried Vine Fruits, and due regard was 
paid tO this aspect by the- judges, who were also bound 
to make their awards .strictly upon the merit of the recipe 
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-----·-'iSSttc"h:--There :is not a housewife in Australia who does 
not know how to balw a frui-t cal~:e, so that a winning 
r~cipe- for such a dish wotild have conveyed nothing in 
the additional ways in which Vine Fruits cou1d be used. 
The lnctustry is anxious that housewives think in terms 
o:f u::.ing Currants, Sultanas and Seeded Raisins in prac
tically every dish prepared, and from the variety of 
r~eipes received it is encourag·ing to know that many new 
recipes are now in The A.D.r'.A.'s possession which can 
be. publicised. 

''Thirdly, we want to encourage the use of Dried Vine 
Fruits in every way possible, even if the quantities used 
in a particular recipe are not great. At least the use 
in such recipes of Dried Vine Fruits is an additional 
medium to the tried and tested recipes for fruit cake, 
scones, buns, et~. 

"Fourthly, the making of a good fruit cake is a rela
tively expensive proposition to the average housewife, 
particularly if she has a hungry family who are good 
eaters. The use of recipes involving less expense will, 
in the long run, re-sult in a greatet· use and consumption 
of fruit. 

"Fifthly, the winning type oi recipe is a direct chal
lenge to the popularity Of the sponge cake, which in 
Tecent years has proved very popular, and has been found 
to supersede tlw more expensive fruit cake. Further
more, it has been found that there is a preference 
amongst consumers for the sponge and plain vadeties of 
cake on the grounds of taste and popularity, and it is 
essential therefore that 1·ecipes be found which either 
incorporate Dried Vine -Fruits in such types of cake Ol' 

recipes which are found to be effective answers to them. 
HSixthly, the competition has provided· such a wide 

range of- recipes that ample information is now available 
to prep8.re a really . first class cookery book, in which a 
wide selection of dishes using Currants, Sultanas and 
Seeded Raisins will be attractively presel\ted to the 

. housewife. The 1·esult should be a greater interest in 
the use of Dried Vine Fruits in many ways not previously 
realised by the housewife. You may be assured that 

these recipes wi1l encourage the use of Sultana;:; and 
Currants, in addition to Seeded Raisil\s. 

"You will see, then, that the competition was con. 
dUcted with very definite principles in view, and that in 
achieving these pl'indples palatability and economy were 
most important factors. Thus the use of other ing·redie:nts, 
such as nuts, other fruits, sPices and c'oconut (Which 
is not all banned or typhoid~ridden by any means) are 
necessary. "- _ ~· 

"Regarding the large prizes give-n for the prize-winlling<···. 
recipes, these in no way detracted from the success of 
the competition or the benefits which it is anticipated will:>.l 
accrue to the Industry in the future. In order to catch:--'1 
the eye of the housewife and create that essential interest;i< 
to the extent of subtnitting recipes, a large first prize_<_1 
was absolutely essential. The decision to give a large -1 

first prize has been vindicated by the overwhelming-'')~ 
success of the competition and the- enormous number of .l. 
recipes received. I may say that the number of entries ] 
in this cqmpetition was far greater than has ever_ been ~ 
experienced in other competitions conducted by spoi1S01'S 
on a nntional basis. · , 

"I would lil{e to assure you that all advertisements 
issued, and to be issued, by 'l'he A.D.F.A. will give equal 
promiTience to the use of Currants, Sultanas and Seeded 
Raisins. The same prominence will be given to their 
use in recipe leaflets and in the Cookery Book. 

"I hope that the foreg·oing explains clearly the sales 
promotion approach to the increased use of Dried Vine 
J:Pruits, and in conclusion I would like to say that your 
letter is greatly appreciated1 both from the aspect of 
constructional criticism and from the aspect of interest 
in The A.D.F.A. pUblicity .campaign. ~ 

"The General Secretary, who is at present in Western 
Australia on Industry business, and to whom your letter 
was im:rnediately passed, advises that somewhat similal' 
views to your own were expressed by Western Australian 
growers, and on receiving the foregoing explanations 
they no:w understand and appreciate the motives for con
ducting the competition ~n the way it was conducted." 

CURRENT PUBLICITY WORK 
The following developments have been considered by 

the Publicity Sub-committee and Board o-f Management: 

General Advertising 

Results of the competition, including prize-winning 
recipes, other details of interest and various health~ 

. promotion points were featured in· advertisements in all 
the newspapers which carried the original competition 
promotion. The succeeding series of advertisements is 
devoted to the health benefits derived from the hlgh 
natural sugar content of Dried Vine Fruits, including 
energy values and dental aspects. In the national women's 
magazines, a full-colour page in "Women's Weekly" and 
"Woman's Day" on 28th October and 2nd Novembe1·-, 
featured pictorially the competition prize-winning 
entries, in association with the economy story ( 1 lb. 
dried equals 4 lb. fresh), and with various cookery 
pointers. Readers were invited in these advertisements 
to send for the new Cookery Book which features the 
award~winning recipes. Many thousands of applications 
were received within the first week, and a heavy demand 
continues. The committee approved a method of dis~ 
tributing this new Cookery Book through trade channels, 
whereby to avoid undue wastage and heavy distribution 
freight costs, and t-o ensure that demand was g-enuine, 
retailers would be supplied· with voucher forms rather 
than actual cookery books. When a customer made her 
purchase she would receive a voucher, on whkh she would 
enter her name and address, and which she would then 
mail to The A.D.F.A., with a 3~d. stamp to cover postal 
costs only. Her Cookery Book would then be forwarded 
to her. 

Trade ·Promotion 
The routine of planned retail calls by A.D.F.A. 

licity Representatives continues, and wide coverage 
being obtained. Both A.D.F.A. Representatives now have 
supplies of display material for distribution and are 
reporting good reception for them. In fact, ~o retailer 
request for material or for reasonable co-operation 
received either through the Representatives or throug-h 
direct application to The A.D.F .A. goes unanswered. · 

The Victorian Representative has now built ·u-p a total 
of well over 1200 calls, and in the eight months since he 
h~s been with The A.D.F.A. is coming near to completing 
h1s first coverage of the Melbourne metropolitan area 
where he has conducted over 650 calls. Coverage of 
important country and provincial centres, where 62 calls 
have- already been made, continued with activities in the 
populous Geelong district. · During his visit to South 
Australia the Victorian Representative made 96 calls 7 8 
in metropolitan Adelaide, where a well-distributed eo~er-
3.ge was achieved. Contact waS also made with Mr. 
Newton, as a member of The A.D.F.A. Publicity Sub~ 
committee. 

The N .S. W. Representative in four months has oVer 
700 calls behind him, including 48 countrY visits, He is 
wmking along the lines already proved to be successful 
in Victoria. F1'0m his individual reports, it emerges that 
the average retail store in Svdney is smaller and less 
suitable for display work than its counterpart in Victoria. 

Royal Shows 
Recent activities, in so far as Royal Show is concerned, 

have been ones of transition, for during this period The 
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,-, A.D.F.A. has taken over responsibility for these events 
as they arose from the Dried Fruits Publicity Committee. 
The following situation is reported regarding work in the 
four producing States:-

In Melbourne full co-operation was attained with the 
Department of Agriculture, who staged a suitable exhibit 
in the Government Pavilion, fruit and display material 
being supplied by The A.D.F.A. An officer of the Depart
ment- was at all times on duty at the stand, oftnd 4000 
Cookery Books and 6000 leaflets were distributed on a 
discriminatory basis through this personnel. At the 
Royal Adelaide Show the exhibit was staged by Mr. S. 
Rumble, former State Boards operative, who also staffed 
the stand, giving out 2000 Cookery Books and 5000 recipe 

leaflets during the'course of his duties. Showcards, etc., 
and fruit- were supplied by The A.D.F.A. For the Royal 
Show, following a request -from Mr. A. G. Watt, 2000 
Cookery Books and 5000 recipe leaflets were freighted to 
Western Australia for use at this event. Display material 
was also provided.· No new develownents have occurred 
in New South Wales in this regard, as the Sydn·ey Royal 
Show is held- at Easter, and thus no direct A.D.F.A. 
work has yet been required. It can be said that consider
able labour will be required to erect and equip the existing 
stand. 

Additionally to these activities material has been 
forwarded to Barmera and Mildura for use at their dis
trict shows. Any similar request can and will be met. 

DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

The last meeting of the State Dried Fruits Board Pub
licity Committee, which was held in Melbourne recently, 
marked th .. e withdrawal of the State Boards Publicity 
Committee from the field of publicity following upon the 
decision of the Australian Dried Fruits Association to 
carry out a separate advertising campaign throughout. 
Australia. · 

At the meeting consideration was given to the question 
of the distl'ibution of the assets of the committee and, in 
this connection, the Chairman (Mr. Parker J. Moloney) 
informed members that the committee had disposed of 
the 'cars, projectors and other equipment at satisfactory 
prices, and that the Victorian, South Australian, New 
South Wales and Western Australian Boards, together 
with the Australian Dried Fruits Association, would par
ticipate in the net p1·oceeds in the proportion of payments 
made by these bodies subsequent to 1937, which was the 
first year The Australian Dried Fi!·uits Association joined 
with the State Boards Publicity Committee and became a 
contributor to its funds. 

In handing over tO The Australian Dried Fruits Associa
tion, th~. committee has endeavoured to co-operate to the 
fullest extent with that Association by transferring tO 
them, free of charge, all its current display material and 
30,000 copies of the new Cookery Book to the value of 
approximately £2125, and had also arranged for transfers 
of the committee's sites at the Sydney and Adelaide Royal 

Agricultural _Shows, contracts with the Housewives Asso
ciation and the Victorian Railways in regard to the 
display of fruit in showcases, etc. 

At the conclusion of the meeting Mr. Moloney expressed 
his g-ratitude for the splendid support he had received 
over the years from members of his committee in the 
difficult task which had confronted it in carrying out 
effective publicity within the limited revenue at the 
committee's disPosal. 

He considered that the committee had reason to be 
proud of the results attending its efforts, which were 
surprisingly good when it was realised that expenditure 
had been reduced to a minimu·m, .administrative costs 
never exceeding £300 per annum. 

Messrs. McMillan and Evatt said that they wished the 
services of the Chairman (Mr. Parker Moloney), the 
Secretary (Mrs. E. M. Suffern), the Accountant (Mr. 
J. E. S. Bates) and staff to be recorded in the minutes 
in terms of appreciation of their valuable work in conduct
ing the activities of the Publicity Committee. Whilst 
compelled to exercise the greatest economy owing to lack 
of funds during unfavourable seasons, it was pleasing to 
note that. the efforts of the committee had proved most 
effective in promoting the Industry's _objective in main
taining a satisfactory level of sales on the Commonwealth 
market. 

HEALTH DATA ON VINE FRUITS 

As one of the main sales promotion factors in the 
advertising of Cunants, Sultanas and Seeded Raisins is 
tpeir high standing as healthful foods for children and 
adults, analYtical 'information concerning their mineral 
and other content was sought from a competent authority. 
The following information was compiled by the Bio
chemistry Department. of the University of Melbourne. 

"It should be noted that particularly in th~ case of 
iron total iron by analyses does not always indicate the 
amount available to the body. In the case of Dried Vine 
Fruits, almost all is available. For spinach, about half; 
liver, all; meats, about a quarter; eggs, all; wholemeal 
bread, about- 80%, as also oatmeal. 

"The iron content for each of the three varieties of 
Dried Vine Fruits is 0.5 milligrams per ounce. 

"The calcium content stands at 17.8 milligrams per 
ounce for Raisins, 14.7 for Sultanas, and 27 for Currants. 

"The carbohydrate in Dried Vine Fruits is almost 
entirely in the form of glucose (grape sugar or dextrose), 
in some varieties a small amount of starch is present. 

AUSTRAUAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

"Glucose is the main form in which carbohydrate is 
utilised by the body, the more complex sugars and starches 
are broken down by digestive enzymes to simple sugars, 
glucose being the main product s,o formed, which can 
then be absorbed and utilised in metabolism. 

"This process, however, takes place so easily and rapidly 
that there is no great advantage in consuming carbo
hydrate in the form of glucose. No one sugar then has 
any advantage, except for lactose, the sugar :of milk~ 
which is not liable to fermentation in·'tfie digestive tract. 

"However, if Dried Vine Fruits were used as a for-m 
of sweetening in food products, there woulrl be an 
advantage in comparison with the use .of cane sugar, in 
that additional nutrients would be included which are 
not present in cane sugar, that is, the minerals, etc., 
already described. 

41The calol'i:fic value per lb. for the edible portion is 
1120-1280 for Raisins, 1280 for Sultanas, and 1120-1200 
for Currants." 
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A.D.F.A. EXECUTIVES' BROADCAST 
D~g their recent visit to Western Australia, Mr. "The United Kingdom is the lndustry:'s biggest buyer

J, H. <il!rdon, Acting Chaitman of the Board of Manage- not only from Australia, but from elsewhere. During .the 
ment, and Mr. R. B. Curtis, General Secretary, both gave 1JJ war years Britain purchased all her Dried Fruits through 
talks on various aspects of the Industry over local A.B. C. a government bulk marketing scheme. Soon that is to 
stations. · / be discontinued, and trading will revert to competitive 

pre-war open marketing. To meet these new conditions 
and organise effective distribution channels for the sale 
of Australian Dried Fruits, representatives of the Com~ 
monwealth Dried Fruits Control Board are even now . 
actively engaged in London." 

Later~ :Mr. Gordon's talk was rebroadcast over eastern 
stations. 

Below are the texts of the talks given by Mr. Gordon 
and Mr. Curtis:-

Mr. Gordon's Broadcast, Delivered on 9th September . 

HThe Australian Dried Fruits Indust~y holds an impor
tant place in the national economy. Over the four States 
of Western Australia, Victoria, South Australia and New 
South Wales over 7000 growers ·annually produce some. 
98,000 tons o.f Currants, Sultanas ~nd Lexias. In addi
tion, about 4000 tons of Dried Apncots, Peaches, Pears, 
Nectarines and Prunes are produced. 

"The gross value of this season's Dried Vine Fruits 
harvest will be in the vicinity of eleven million pounds, 
of which some 75·% will be exported to Canada, New 
Zealand and to our bigge~t customer-the ·united King
dom. The Industry anticipates that Australian consumers 
will buy about 22,000 tons of Currants, Sulta-nas and 
Seeded Raisins from this season's pack. r 

"Athough Victoria grows about four-fifths of. total 
production with lesser tonnages in South Australia and 
New South Wales, Western Australia is known for the 
quality and quantity of its Currants. 

"The Australian Dried Fl'uits Industry occupies a 
unique position in the country's rural production, for it 
is an example of/ what closer sett1ement can do. As an 
indication, Mil dura, in Victoria, under Dried Fruits, main
tains a population of 26,000 on an area of 33,000 acres. 
Less than 70·years ago this land could carry no more than 
2o00 sheep and a living for two families. A similar 
example exists in the Swan Valley. Here, within ten 
miles -:-:Perth, can be s~n £2ndreds of homes sunounde.d 
by ' ards. +h 

"'7fle Industry, too, has had much to do with the 
rehabilitation of ex-servicemen. A very large proportion 
of Dried I~~ruits growers are veterans of the two world 
wars, and indeed thriving towns like Red Cliffs and 
Robinvale, in Victoria, are almost completely populated 
by soldier growers, their wives and families. 

"As Australia produces far more Dried Vine Fruits 
than she can con~ume, her export marl;;ets are vital to 
her. Exports to Can~a, of course, mean welcome dollars 
and help to close the gaps between l:.terling and dollar 
trade. 

"To~day the Dried Ftnits Industry, like all other 
exporting industries, is finding the difficultY: of meeting 
competition in overseas markets due to high costs of 
production. Labour and other costs are much higher in 
Australia than in the great producing countries of the 
Levant-Turkey and Greece. America (the world's 
largest producer) heavily subsidises most of her exports, 
thus cutting prices severely. The benefits of Empire 
Preference and the Value of the exchange differential 
between Australia and Lon.don are the two factors 
which permit the Australian .Indmtry to continue Lo 
successfully compete overseas. The advantages of these 
two benefits cannot- be overstated. 
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Interview with Mr. Curtis on 12th September 

"Q.: Mr. Curtis, what is the annual production of the 
Dried Fruit Industry? 

"A.: 

"Q.: 

Normally, it ranges from anything to 90,000-100,000 
tons. This year' is a very good season, and we esti
mate that we will pack something like 98,000 tons 
of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias. This is produced 
over the four States of Victoria, South Australia, 
New South Wales and Western Australia, alld ·there 
are approximately 7000 growers who produce this 
tonnage. In addition, there are about 4000 tons 
of Dried Apricots, Peaches, Pears, Nectarines and 
Prunes, which find their way mainly on to the 
Australian market .. 

It's certainly quite an industry. I suppose it brings 
about, among other things, closer settlement, does 
it1 

"A.:_ Well, yes. As a matter of fact, the Industry is 
unique in that regard. Taking Mildura, in Victoria, 
as an example. Seventy years ago, when the Indus
try was established, about 33,000 acres and rourid 
about 2500 sheep kept about about two families. 
To-day there are 26,000 people living in that same 
area. 

"Q.: Y~s, I see it has done a great deal./ Well now, some' 
of this fruit naturally goes to th~ Australian mar- . 
ket, but how about the overseas markets? 

"A.:, Well, Australia produces a surplus of Dried Fruits, 
and naturally we have to see that what we can't 
sell in Austl·alia goes 'overseas. In a year of high 
productio·n such as we have this year, some 75 o/o 
of our production goes to Canada, New Zealand 
and to the United Kingdom. In selling fruit to 
Canada, of courEe, we are very useful dollar 
earners,_and we help to close the gap between the 
sterling and. the dollar trade balance. The United 
Kingdom is the best customer, not only for Aus
tralian fruit, but also for the world's production, 
and there, of course, we meet certain competitive 
factors in regard to fruit from Greece, Turkey and 
from California, which has heavily subsidised her 
fruit this year, and is illclined to depress prices. 

"A.: 

Well; I suppose the home market still can be further 
developed, can it? 
Oh yes; indeed, we feel that the Australian public 
have yet to learn quite a lot about the many uses 
to which Dried Fruits can be put, and already a 
fairly extensive national publicity campaign is in 
operation, which is being financed by the Dried 
Fruits growers to the extent of £30,000 a year. We 
do hope and we anticipate that from that the Aus
tralian consumer will realise the nutritional and 
health-giving qualities of Australian fruits and the 
many dishes which can be pr€pared." 
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