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NEW SOUTH WALES DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

ANNUAL REPORT 
The tenth annual report of the Board is of particular interest. It cl<Jarly sets 
out the scope and functions of the Board and explains the system under which 
effective economies in regard to travelling can be made. The clause in the Act 
which allows for many of the decisions being made by correspondence-thus 
obviating costly travelling appears, from a study of the report, to have enabled 
considerable economies to be made. The supervision of forty-eight dealers' 
licences and twenty-five packing houses, and the constant policing of the Act 
over a wide area is no small task and from results to date it can be anticipated 
that the illegal trafficking in dried fruits has been made so dangerous through 
the constant vigilance of the Board that it has reached that apparent irreducible 
minimum to be found in other forms of law-breaking where the risk of detection 
is as great. 

proposed packing house is to operate, sufficient 
packing houses capable of and available for 
dealing with the dried fruits produced in that 
district. Twenty-five packing houses were 
registered with the Board as at June 30, 1937. 

Each certificate of registration is subject to 
the buildings and plant being of a standard 
satisfactory to the Board, the hygienic opera
tion of the plant and the maintenance of the 
buildings and plant in a satisfactory condi
tion. · 

Inspection services at the packing houses 
are undertaken by inspectors employed by the 
Commonwealth Department of Commerce 
responsible for maintenance of the rigid stan
dards of the grading and packing of fruit for 
export. In accordance with the practice of 
previous seasons, the Board has arranged to 
defray portion of the cost of inspection ser-

The main duties of the State Dried Fruits REGISTRATION OF PACKING HOUSES vices in the proportion that the Australian 
Bo~rds consist o~ the recornmenda_tion;_ on the The Diied Fruits A,ct, 1933, provides that quat~ bears to the total pack. Thi.s is an eco-
basl~ of product10n and consumptiOn, m. Aus- the Board _may issue. certificates of registration nomtcal arrangement mutually sattsfactory to 
traha, on quotas for the_ purpose of m•tra- to packing houses to treat one or more of the the Department of Commerce and the Board. 
st~te trade; the check of the State pack of varieties of dried fruits specified in the Act, INTRA-STATE QUOTAS 
dned frutts to ensure that the determined and to refuse issue of a certificate for a new The Board decided, under authority of Sec-
quotas are complied with; the registration of packing house if the Board is of opinion that tion 35 of the Dried Fruits Act, 1933, that 
packing houses, dealers and growers; the in- there are already in the district, wherein the the intra-state quotas be undertaken by each 

spection of dried fruits to ensure '"""'"""""'""""'"""""'"""""""'"""'""""'"""""'"""""'""""""""""'""'"""'""""""'"""" and every packing house on behalf 
the hygienic treatment thereof; of the growers. 
the regulation of the packing and Forty-eight dealers in dried 
grading of dried fruits, and of the fruits are registered as such with 
branding of boxes containing dried the Board. Registered dealers pur-
fruits to ensure that the high chasing dried fruits direct from 
standard set in Australia and the growers are obliged to forward 
regulation of the Australian pack such dried fruits to registered 
are maintained; and the prevention packing houses for treatment be-
of the sale or purchase of dried fore re-sale. Although the quan-
fruits which have not bee·n treated, tity of dried vine fruits purchased 
packed and graded in registered direct fr9m grower by dealers .is 
packing houses under the Board's negligible, a number of producers 
supervision. These activities and of dried tree fruits dispose of their 
functions of the Board have been products through the dealers. 
uninterruptedly continued and will The Consultative Committee of 
be continued as formerly and the . . . . . the various State Dried Fruits 

. ' . THE ABOVE graphic outline of the ram1ficat1ons of the market1ng 
quotas determmed and regulat10ns of our fruit is by courtesy of the Mildura Co-operative Coy. It tells 
made will be strictly enforced. its own story. 

Boards met on several occasions 
during the year and discussed mat-
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ters of mutual interest. The recommendations 
of the Committee were referred to the Boards 
for consideratio.ri. The Committee maintains 
contact between the Boards in the matter of 
:fixation from time to time of uniform quotas 
for all States and other matters of policy. The 
Consultative Committee aims, as far as pos
sible, to bring about uniform administrative 
action by each Board. 

PUBLICITY 
The Board is represented on the Joint Pub

licity Committee of the Dried Fruits Boards, 
ind although the Board's finances did not 
Permit of a large monetary contribution bemg 
made to the Committee's general fund, a gre:tt 
deal of active work is undertaken by the 
Board in New South Wales on behalf of th< 
Committee. 

The Committee's attractive exhibit at the 
1937 Sydney Royal Agricultural Show wa, 
Very favorably commented- on by the public. 
Motor display vans have been operating in the 
metropolitan and country districts of New 
South Wales, and have created considerable 
interest. The illustrated lectures delivered by 
the officers in charge of the vans to the gen
eral public, including the senior pupils of the 
schools, have created great interest in the 
drie-d fruits industry of Australia, and have 
been the medium of valuable publicity. 

INVESTIGATIONS 
Investigations by Inspectors of the .Board 

resulted in five successful prosecutions of deal
ers and storekeepers for trading in dried fruits 
not treated at packing sheds registered with 
the Board. In a number of instances store
keepers were warned that future breaches of 
the Dried Fruits Act and Regulations would 
be seriously viewed, and it· is not expected that 
the persons concerned will again contravene 
the law. 

· The inspectorial work of the Board has 
been carried out under difficulties in the past, 
but it is expected that the services of a full
time inspector will be available in the near 
future. 

It is an offence under the Regulations to 
eithe·r sell or purchase dried fruits which have 
not been packed and graded at a packing shed 
registered with the Board. With a view to 
increasing the difficulty of disposing of dried 
fruits whi_ch have not been packed and graded 
in accordance with the Regulations and have 
not been accounted for to the Board, explana
tory circular letterS are forwarded each year 
to all storekeepers, grocers and bakers in New 
South Wales pointing out that it is an offence 
not only to se~ but als.o to purchase ·dried 
fruits··which have_ nOt ·been trea_tea at a regis
:tere4 _P,~cking·-_houseS. D_1,1ring the year under 
r€\rigw~-· the Board 8e·spat.ched 3239 of these 
cirt:·U_l:ir's aS "folloWs: To grocers and _store
-Keepers, 23"-30;- to bakers, 909. 

-The year's circular also pointed out that 
neither the decision of the Privy Council in 
the·. James case nor the referendum on market
ing a::ffected or impaired in ·any way the pro
visions of the State Dried Fruits Act. 

PRUNE BOUNTY 
A. prune bounty of }d per lb. was paid by 

the Commonwealth Government to growers 
of prunes exported from Australia by them or 
on their behalf during the year 1935. Pay
ment was made on the certificate of the Dried 
Fruits Boards. 

In considering the grant of a prune bounty 
to the industry for the years 193 5 and 1936, 
the Commonwealth Government drew atten
tion to the necessity for a thorough investiga
tion of, inter alia, the elimination of small 
prunes from the pack. This is favored by the 
New South Wales Dried Fruits Board. In 
South Australia, however, the view is taken 
that the solution to the small prune problem 
is largely found in an attempt to improve the 
quality by growers paying more attention to 
cultural methods. Hence, the authorities of 

the various States, including New South 
Wales, are paying even more attention than 
formerly- to experiments in cultivation, ferti
lisation, pruning, elimination of irregular 
cropping, and other matters with a view to 
improving the size and quality of the Austra
lian prune. 

RESTRICTION ON FURTHER 
PLANTINGS 

For many years it has been definitely estab
lished that there would be a great difficulty, 
in view of the competition from other coun
tries, in finding markets for any larger ton
nage of dried fruits than at present produced 
in Australia. In this connection, the .lndustry, 
through its various organisations, has from 
time to time approached the various State 
Governments to restrict as far as possible fur
ther plantings of vines for the production of 
dried vine fruits until such time as markets 
for additional production are assured. The 
Board ha~ always strongly supported this re'
quest and the State of New South Wales has 
strictly abide·d by it. 

GENERAL 
The secretarial work of the Board has been 

undertaken by Mr. G. A. Try, by arrange
ment with the Water Conservation and Irri
gation Commission, whilst miscellaneous duties 
are undertaken by officers of the Commission. 

Meetings of the Board have been avoided 
whenever possible in order to reduce expendi
ture. Much of the business of the Board has 
been transacted by correspondence, members 
of the Board being domiciled in widely-sepa
rated districts. This course is authorised by 
the Act. 

The contribution payable by growers to
wards the cost of carrying out the duties and 
functions of the Board was for the 1937 sea
son fixed at 5/6 per ton on the quantity of 
dried fruits produced, 

A young man asked if honesty paid, He,;. 
a.re some of the replies he received:-:- ' 

By reason of the fact that, in one Or: tW;o 
instances which have come to your notic"e, u~:.. 
scrupulousness, or downright dishoneSty, has 
apparently succeeded . ...from a business point Qf 
view, you are led to ask: Why be honest? 

( 1) Because you want to be prosperousJ 
happy and comfortable. You have a thoUsand 
chances of attaining that end by work, abilitY,. 
and honesty, to one chance of attaining it. b}r 
dishonest methods that are law-proof. 

( 2) Because the greater part of civilisation 
is out to make it more difficult for dishonest 
people to make money. If you are clever en
ough to beat them, you are clever enough to 
make money without being dishonest. 

( 3) Because your public school experience 
must have told you that good players don't 
need to cheat. 

( 4) Because looking for easy money on the 
edge of the law is the most overcrowded job 

· on earth. Why butt in? 
To be honest is to create a reputation for 

reliability which 1s on-'! of thl'- essentials m 
building up goodwill. The goodwill of a busin
ess is an intangible asset very often valued in 
thousands of pounds, and the reputation for re~ 
liability and fair dealing which plays a large 
part in creating it has a very real cash :value 
to the individual whOse honesty has earned him 
that name. 

Next Meeting Of Board Of 
Management 

The next meeting of the Board of Manage
ment has been fixed for July 14. An import
ant item that is listed for discussion is the 
question as to whether the Association ~hq-g.IQ 
become incorporated, 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE. SEASON 1936-1937 

£ s. d. 
Cr.- Balance Brought Fwd. July 1, 1936 283_6 1 6 

RECEIPTS 
By Levies paid at 1-32d per I·b. on-

£ s. d. 
1,539,873- lb. Currants . . . . 200 10 0 
9;7217,987 lb. Sultanas . . . . 1266 12 11 

821,939 lb. Lexd.as . . . . . . 107 0 5 
55,058 ll.lb. Distillery Fruit 7 3 4 

3,392,786 lb. Prunes , . . . . 441 15 3 
371,575 lb. P-eaches . . . . 48 7 7 
854,726 lb. Apri-cots . . . . 111 5 9 

36,056 lb. Nectarines . . . 4 13 10 
18,063 lb. Peans . . . . . . 2 7 0 

---- 2189 16 1 
16-.818,063 J:b. 

Bcv Paciking Shed Registration Fees . . 24 0 0 
Export Adjus-tment (M.I.A. Packing 

Com-pany) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 0 0 
Recoup Oif par.t Royal A,"'TiculttJral 

Show ExJPenses- and other S"undry 
Expendtiure on behalf of Joint Pub-
-licity Committe-e , . . . . . . . . . . 230 6 8 

Re-coup 'by Commonwealth Govern--
ment of part overtime (C. N. Hall, 
193&) .. . . . . • . .. • • .. .. 9 16 10 

Sundry Court Receip,ts (Costs, Fines, 
etc.} .. ,., .................. 1519 0 

Refund on account WoJ:'Ik<:>rs' Compen-
sation Premium, 193'5 . . . • . . . . . • 1 11 2 

£5407 11 3 

N.S.W. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

Further Prosecutions 
Recent investigations into illegal traffic in 

dried fruits by the special inspector appointed 
by the Board have disclosed further breaches 
of the Dried Fruits Act and Regulations. The. 
dried fruits regulations provide that dried cur
rants, sultanas, lexias, prunes, apricots, peaches, 
nectarines and pears shall be graded and pack
ed at packing houses registered with the 
Board before sale. The regulations lay down 
a strict standard of grading and hygienic 
packing. 

Further prosecutions at Coolamon, Wagga 
and Albury in respect of sales of dried fruits 
not packed and graded in accordance with the 

EXPENDITURE 
July 1, 1936, to June 30, 1937-

Allowances to Chairman, Secretary 
and Board Members and Mr. C. N. 
Hall ................. . 

Travet1l.ing Expenses . . . , . . . . . . 
Fares ................... . 
WageiS'-Clerical Assistance, etc ... . 
Oventime . . . • . . . . . ......••.. 
Postal and Telegraphic Expenses ... 
Printing and Stationery . . . . . . . . 
Contribution to El:ip.ensoo of Consulta-

tive Committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Payment to Depar-tment of Com· 

merce tfor Inspection Services . . . . 
Copy of Opinion (E. Mitchell, K.C.) 

on Section 92 • . . • • •. • • • . . . . . 
Sundry Court Costs- (Pros-ecutions, 

etc.) , .........••.......... 
Government Advert!.sing . . . . • . 
Sundry Insurances, WorkeM' Com-

pensation and T-hird Party Risks .. 
Subs-criptions to Papers . . . . . . . . 
Advancoo for Purchase of Dried Fruits 
Stamp Duty on Voluntary Agr ,ement 
Refund of Levies Correctly Payable 

to Victorian Dried Fruits Board .. 
Sundry Expenses: Royal Agricultural 

S1ww ~penseSJ, Cartage. Acts, 
Gazettes, etc. . . . . . . . .- · . . . . 

£ s. d. 

650 0 0 
244 19 1 
192 12 3 
242 3 9 

8 17 6 
136 3 5 

55 19 2 

10 0 0 

321 8 1 

7 5 0 

7 12 0 
9 8 1 

2 15 6 
5 15 0 

59 5 4 
1 5 0 

11 3 1 

153 6 8 

2129 18 11 
Credit Balance 

1937-1938 .. 
Carried Forward to . 

. . 3277 12 ·1 

£5407 11 

regulations were found necessary by the Board 
as a result of the inspector's investigations. 
John Paspalas, storekeeper, of Coolamon, was 
fined £2, with £1/9/ costs, at the Coolamon 
Court ·of Petty Sessions on March 18. At 
Wagga on March 29, Messrs. David C-opland 
and Coy. and W. G. Huthwaite and Coy. 
were each :fined £4, with £1/9/ costs. Mates 
Ltd., of Albury, were fined· £2, with £1/9/ 
costs, at the Albury Court of Petty Sessions 
on April 29. 

In each instance the offence was the pur
chase of dried fruits not graded and packed in 
accordance with the Regulations and was a 
first offence. Investigations into illegal traffic 
in dried fruits are being continued and it is 
expected that proceedings against other offen~ 
ders will be taken in the near future. 
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SEASONAL NOTES given pitted canes in many vineyards. As 
black spot accumulates in a vineyard, the sec
ond of two successive wet spr~ngs is alw-ays 
the more dangerous. 

The Nitrogen of Our Soils 
Swabbing with acid iron has largely died 

out with the run of favorable years. This year, 
this treatment is certainly warranted on 
patches where the· canes are pitted from last 
year's -attack. It is a good plan to mark out 
such patches at pruning time, particularly on 
vineyards where the development is insufficient 
to warrant swabbing the whole vineyard. 

PRUNING-RELATION OF BAUME TO 

By A. V. LYON 

Fertiliser experiments in various 
forms have now been carried out in 
the Murray Valley dried fruits areas at 
various times and places for about 20 
years. Throughout all the tests, the 
outstanding point has been the domi
nance of nitrogen in the results. In 
early experiments the nitrogen appli
cations were made on land on which 
cover crops were irregular, and in 
which the nitrogen of the soil would 
therefore be low. 

The plots receiving nitrogen were outstand
ing, both yield and quality being improved by 
nitrogen dressings in the form of sulphate of 
ammonia at 2 cwts. per acre. Heavier dress
ings (up to 4 cwts.) gave slight further in
creases, with indication of a loss in quality in 
the form of lower Baume and fruit which was 
more easily damaged in handling. 

DECIDED CHANGES 
, There have been very decided changes in 

our routine operations since that time, and in 
these changes, the part played by nitrogen has 
been most conspicuous. The chief change has 
been the more regular growing of leguminous 
cover crops. Cover crops have always been 
recognised as a sound principle, but the prac
tice never made this any real headway until 
the irrigations were increased so as to ensure 
prope·r growth. Now that this has been done 
in most settlements the question of nitrogenous 
proportion in the fertilisers has completely 
altered. We now have many cases where the 
nitrogen supplied by the cover crop is sufficient 
for some soils as no significant increases in 
yield Can be attributed to applications of a 
nitrogenous fertiliser. With cover crops more 
generally and more regular.ly grown, the num
ber of such cases is bounl.. to increase. There 
will of necessity never be a final word on this 
subject, as available: nitrogen is .a fluctuating 
factor in soils, and is known to vary with the 
season, and at different times of the season. 
The present position is that nitrogenou<;; ferti
lisers are most important in cases where cover 
crops have been poorly grown, or omitted alto
gether; and sOme cases have come under no
tice where a series of successful cover crops 
have adequately supplied nitrogen require
ments. 
MATTER FOR INDIVIDUAL GROWERS 
It thus becomes a matter for each individual 

grower to decide. There are several useful 
guides in this direction. A premature yellow
ing of leaves, under conditions of satisfactory 
soil moisture and absence- of salting, is usually 
a sign of nitrogen shoitage. Stunted growth 
is anothe·r sign, and in such cases, the applica
tion of a nitrogenous fertiliser is useful. We 
now have fertiliser experiments dealing with 
nitrogen in a ·nuniber of- different settlements-, 
and the conditions under which a nitrogenous 
fertiliser can with advantage be applied are 
becoming fairly clear. 

NITROGEN v. QUALITY 
The possibility of too much nitrogen, to the 

extent that it lowers the quality of the fruit, 
has again been raised, principally in tb.e South 
Australian settlements. There is no doubt 
whatsoever that excessive nitrogen lowers 
q~1ality. This has been recognised, in both 
citrus and vines, for many years. The real 
difficulty is to decide whether the soil does re
quire more nitrogen, and the manurial prac
tices of the growers (including the regularity 
of the gr_een_ __ m4n:ure £;_tops). a_nd,. the 

appearance of the vines may be viewed 
as the most useful guides. Cases of 
an oversupply of nitrogen are not so easily dis
cerned early in the season, though it may he
come apparent at harvest and at leaf-fall. 
Vines growing with a plentiful supply of nit
rogen usually show the distinct leaf-green, and 
also hold their leaves, until late in the autumn. 
Another guide is the fruit, particularly if cold
dipped, when the distinctions are more easily 
discerned. In some of our manuri-al experiw 
ments this year, where nitrogen has been ap
plied to the extent that it gives no further in
crease in yield, the dried fruit is definitely of 
lower quality. This inferiority is shown in a 
lack c£ uniformity, a depressed color, and a 
greater number of berries which go off soon 
after packing. The· results were so definite 
this year, that in the Woorinen fertiliser trials, 
we were able in many cases to pick out the 
plots receiving excess nitrogen by an inspection 
of the dried samples. Without a wide scale 
soil-nitrogen survey, it is impossible to say to 
what extent nitrogen is being over-supplied, 
but we do know that in some cases it is respon
sible for the failure of the grower to get a good 
grade. 

BLACK SPOT 
It seems somewhat early to discuss black 

spot; but the justification is that quite a num
ber of growers got a shock last harvest when 
they noted the extent of the damage to the 
fruit and canes. We: have now had such a 
long run of seasons without much danger from 
black spot that some of us are forgetting that 
it is bound to come at us again sooner or later. 
Last year's spring rains brought a very decided 
development, and it is for this reason that the 
matter is now raised. Last year's rains have 

COLOR 
As far as the currant vines are concerned, 

there is little advice that can be offered. The 
results in recent years have been so dishearten
ing that growe-rs hardly know where they 
stand. The best way we can see to get good 
quality is to select good spurs. This, coupled 
with disbudding, gives the big bl_ack bunches, 
but unfortunately these are the one·s th<lt suf
fer most if Janua'ry rains come along. One 
would like to dismiss the subject by saying 
that good seasons for currants are bound to 
come along again; but unfortunately they 
have not done so over the last six years. Low 
quality currants -are worrying the A.D.F .A. 
quite a lot, but at present the way out by ad
vocating different pruning methods is not at 
all clear. Some improvement may be expected 
by seeing that cultural practices are sound. 
Overloading vines and rank growth in too rich 
a soil increases the number of bunches with 
the poor red and green pigments and low 
sugar; but as far as we can see these faults are 
not general in Murray Valley districts. Over
cincturing is ,also bad in the long run, though 
for one year, it often gives a good color if the 
season is favorable. 

PRUNING SULTANAS 
Pruning sultanas took a swing a few- years 

ago towards many more canes, with a swing 
back- more recently to a lesser number. Some 
years ago, six canes were considered sufficient, 
and seemed to supply sufficient growth for the 
conditions then existing on most holdings. 
However, since then, growth conditions have 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
(Continued from Page 3) 

improved considerably. Better cover crops, 
more adequate fertilisers, deeper working of 
the soil and increased irrigations have aU 
tended to give the vines a bigger carrying 
capacity in both shoots and fruit. Though 
six canes are sufficient for some locations, prin
cipally on heavy soils our measurements have 
shown that in some seasons, the normal vines 
can carry :m increased number in some sea
sons. There appears to be little justification 
for defining a set number of canes for .a sul
tana vine, as pruning in proportion to the 
strength of the vine is undoubtedly justified. 
Still, pruning experiments in many seasons 
have shown that six canes carried j_ust as good 
a dried weight tonnage as eight and ten. In 
particularly favo~able seasons, like the one just 
past, increased canes gave increased tonnage, 
presumably because the conditions for shoot 
growth and sugar formation were so favor
able. On the whole one can say at present 
that there is a swing away from a larger num
ber of canes. This is based on the experience 
that the crop borne on excessive canes is mis
leading. The number of buckets gathered is 
always higher; but the slight increase in dried 
weight is usually not sufficient to compensate 
for the difficulties associated with low Baume, 
delayed ripening, increased harvesting costs, 
and often reduced quality. It can safely be 
said that when the drying out ratio is disap
pointing, the grower is usually offending in 
the direction of too many canes, often coupled 
with excessive fertiliser, principally nitrogen. 

PROPOSED PRUNING 
DEMONSTRATIONS 

The actual pruning of the sultana has also 
been criticised; so much so that the Red Cliffs 
settlers have made arrangements to hold a 
series of pruning demonstrations this year. The 
programme is principally designed to give in
struction to pruners including youths so that 
they can qualify for pruning certificates to be 
issued by the Department of Agriculture; but 
facilities are also to be given to the growers 
to attend and take part in the movement. 
Classes of this kind were very successful in 
South Australia, under the direction of Mr. 
Geo. Quinn, ,and without doubt raised the 
level of efficiency in that State. The balanc
ing of the vine, including the old wood and 
the canes, certainly warrants more care and 
thought than the work is now receiving. This 
feature of pruning will be part of the year's 
programme. . 

On all grape vines it has been established 
Lhat best results are accomplished by a prun
~mg design that will give the maximum num
:ber of well-grown uniform shoots. The ·first 
step to secure this is the selection of fruiting 
wood of normal and even size, well-balanced 
on the framework of the vine. This lack of 
balance has -developed on some vines to the 
point that it cannot be recovered without at
tention for more· than one year; so it is a 
eoint to be borne in mind in each year's prun_.
ing operations. Ultimately, I think, the 
double wire on T -pieces will come in more 
and more for sultanas. Our experience so far 
is that it gives a better chance of bunches 
balanced in both maturity and quality, with 
less risk of mould and damage when rain falls 
on the maturing grapes. 
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STATE BOARDS 

Business of Interest to Growers 
Business dealt with at recent meetings of 

the several Boards, of interest to growers, was 
as follows:-

VICTORIAN BOARD 
At the April meeting complaints were made 

that dried fruits were being carted to pack
ing houses without any covering at all. A 
regulation was passed insisting that dried 
fruits being conveyed from a grower's block 
to a packing house, in open trucks, should be 
covere·d by a waterproof cover. 

Not Observing Regulations 
In view of reports that many carriers were 

not observing the Regulations, it was decided 
that steps should be taken to point out that 
dried fruit had to be carted dire·ct to a pack
ing house from a grower's block, and that the 
storing of dried fruits in trucks overnight at 
any place other than a registered packing 
house was a breach of the regulations. 

Meeting At Shepparton 
It was agreed that the Board should hold 

a meeting later in the year at Shepparton. 
Inspector's Report 

Reports from Senior Inspector Walsh we·re 
read and received. He stated that from in
quiries made it was shown that certain allega
tions of illeg-al trafficking were unfounded. 

Interstate Conference 
For the Interstate Conference held in Syd

ney on May 19, it was decided that the Vic
torian Board would forward the following 
items for the agenda: ( 1) Further plantings; 
(2) prune grading; (3) uniformity in admin
istration, levies, etc. 

The Chairman reported that a conference 
would be held in November with the Com
merce Department and packers regarding the 
new system of shed door classing. 

Further Plantings 
At the May meeting the Chairman reported 

to the Board on the· action he had taken to 
ensure that Victoria kept to the agreement 
with other States regarding further plantings. 
Board members expressed the greatest appreci
ation of Mr. Moloney's efforts in this direc
tion and, after discussion, it was resolved that 
the Board considered that an economic survey 
of the dried fruits industry and its possibilities 
should be made by a competent authority and, 
in the meantime, it was the opinion of the 
Board that further plantings of vines for dried 
fruits in Victoria should be discouraged pend
ing the resul~ of such a survey. 

Regulation Gazetted 
The secretary reported that the Regulation 

requiring dried fruits in transit to a packing 
house to be covered with a waterproof cover
ing had been_ gazetted. 

WEST AUSTRALIAN BOARD 
Reference was made to the need of drawing 

the a,ttention of pastrycooks and others to the 
quality and quantity of dried fruit being used 
in goods sold by them; it was thought though,· 
that difficulty would be encountered in hav
ing the required attention given to the cause 
for complaint. 

Growers' Meeting 
Reference was made to the possibility of 

holding a growers' meeting, as had been done 
in the past, concerning the welfare of the in
dustry. Decision was deferred for the time 
being. 

New Packing House 
At the last meeting of the Dried Frults 

Board (W.A.) consideration was given to an 
application by the Swan Vignerons' Co-op. 
Society, Ltd., for registration of a new pack
ing house. This had previously been referred 
to the Minister for Agriculture. A recom
mendation was ordered to be forwarded to the 
Minister to the effect: that registration should 
be granted. 

Dis play In Lond<>n 
Regarding the request of the State Indus

trial Department, that samples of W.A. dried 
vine fruits be made available for display at the 
Agent-General's office in London, it was re
solved to ascertain the names of the London 
brokers of the W.A. agents and to aSk the 
associated agents to instruct their London re
presentatives to make supplies of high-class 
fruits avail-able, if possible. 

War Risks Insurance 
It was decided at the last meeting of the 

W.A. Dried Fruits Board that the consulta
tive committee should be informed that un
derwriters in London had refused to cover 
goods against land war risk for discharge from 
overseas vessels or fifteen days -after arrival at 
destination, whichever occurred first, and that 
any loss or damage of dried fruit through 
civil commotion or war would be at the 
grower's risk, with a recommendation that the 
matter be forwarded on to the Commonwealth 
Control Board for attention. 

Future Board Elections 
The matter of the holding of the Dried 

Fruits Board elections was discussed at the last 
meeting of the Board, it being decided that in 
future rolls would be prepared and made avail
able to growers at least a month prior to the 
closing of nominations, so that it would be 
possible for them to make certain wheth~r 
they were entitled to vote and also that at 
least a fortnight be allowed for the return of 
ballot papers. 

Good Sultana Crops 

Excellent quality sultana crops were a fea
ture of the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area and 
Murray River vineyards this season, said Mr. 
C. G. Savage, N.S.W. director of fruit culture, 
and many growers WQUld find difficulty in 
filling orders for second grade fruit. 

The weather had been almost ideal for dry
log and most growers had adopted improved 
methods. There appeared to be a predomi
nance of the cold dip method, and other 
groweri were using a modified hot dip. The 
growing season had been satisfactory and 
crops of 3 0 cwt. to 2 tons of dried fruit per 
acre were frequently seen. 
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'Tractor Demonstration at 
Merbein Research Station 

INDICATIONS OF FUTURE 
Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, chairman of the Advisory Committee to the station, 
sounded the right note in his welcoming remarks when he said that the demon
stration was arranged in the belief that it would meet the needs of many grow
ers. The large attendance and the keen interest displayed fully justified this 
contention. 

Seve'ral aspects of the demonstratio.t;t impress 
themselves' on the milld----'-certainly the great
est. being the undoubted interest in this form 
of working a property. There was something 
more. tangible_ than mere curiosity in the at
tendance of between 9 0 0 and 10 0 0 growers 
who followed very intently the· operation of 
the many types of machines and itr!.plements 
demonstrated. The happy look in the eyes of 
those representatives of the :firms demonstrat
ing showed their appreciation of the indica
tions for the future of the tractor, for un
doubtedly, many "prospects" were present. 

The Research Station is to be congrat'!Jlated 
on arranging the display and the large attend
ance must have been satisfying to the officer 
in charge (Mr. A. V. Lyon). This service by 
the station is of value. 
. PRACTICABILITY OF THE TRACTOR 

over' a_ long period, it is a difficult matter to 
decide. Figures will be published in the next 
issue of this journal that will ·give some guide 
to growers. There is no doubt that tractor
operated blocks are gl.ving the crop_s, but it 
must be remembered that, due to· -the Jarge 
iilitial costs and the sci-apping of man:y im
plements, it is only those who ·have had good 
crops previously that can afford· the. ~outlay. 
:r'he shorter time taken to- do the tillage cer
tainly allows for a far greater conceD.tration 
on the multitudinous jobs that are often neg
lected through lack of time or the -ability to 
pay wages for them. As most of the furroww 
ing:..oUi, backing-off and grape-hoeing, etc., is 

MR. MALLOCH TO SPEAK ON 
MARKETING PROBLEMS 

5 

TREEFRUJTS 

The market pos1t10n with regard to dried 
apricots, peaches, n~ctarines, pears and prunes 
is· a· matter of- considerable 'interest to many 
growers, espec.ially in South Australia. As' 
eaCh variety of dried fruit has its own pecu..; 
liar marketing problems, it is necessary to re
view each fruit separ:ately. 

APRICOTS 
The Californian c~op of .. 1937 was a record 

one, resulting in lower prices, generally in 
world· markets. Owing to frosts the Califo.i~ 
nian coming crop is reported to be very light 
and not more than 60 to 65 per cent~ of la~t 
year's production is likely. Late frosts in 
Gre.at Brit,ain and many countrie·s in Europe 
have severely damaged the fresh fruit crops in 
those countries. These factors should lead to 
a __ stronger· forward position with more inquirY 
for dried fruit generally, but _apricots in par-:
ticular. 

At the moment there has been no increase 
in Califor:nian packer-S' qUotations for dried 
apricots, but if riormal quantities of the com-:-
ing crop are marketed fresh; then the dried 
crop may be reduced! by 50 per cent., and this 
should l-ead to packers asking higher prices. 

Californian quotations for dried apricots, 
packed in 25lb. boxes, f.o.r. California, are 
-1 crown, 3:}d to 4d per lb.; 2 cr., 4d to 
4-id; 3 cr., 4fd to 5fd; 4 cr., 5d to 6!d. 

PEACHES 
The coming peach crop will also be lower 

than last year, but reports received show some 
districts -to._have norm_al crops while others 
have light crops. The Australian pack of 
peaches is very limited and the marketing is 
not so greatly affected by the expOrt position, 
but here again slightly increased prices may 
be hoped for. At present Californian packers 
are quoting 3;\d to 4:J:d;per lb., fully packed, 
f.o.r. packing houses. 

NECTARlNES 

There Was ample demonstration th.it the 
tractor could do all the cultural work per
formed by horses-a gtape-hoeing device being 
particularly interesting. However, the im
pression persists that there is room for consid
erable improvement along the lines of an all
purposes machine that calls for the minimum 
Of adjustment. The experience of tractor 
owners to date has been the costs Of the many 
and ever-changing "extras•• required to work 
the. block and the labor involved in changing 
from:- one implement ·to the oth~r. No provi
sion is made as yet for a si~ple and easily 
Qperated take-off for· sulphuring and spray
ing. This is an ur·gent need in the ever-in
creasing fight against diseases. "- _:It is under
stood that this is catered for. in some new· de
sign but, unfortunately, thei"~ was no atteiript 
made to demonStrate this aspect of the 
working. 

Mr. P. Malloch, a member of the 
Board of Management and the Chairman 
of the companY recently formed to 
negotiate the commerc~al arrangement to 
effect the stability of ·-the' induStry,- will 
address the annual meeting of the Red 
Cliffs Branch to be held on June 23, in 
the Women's Club, at '& p.m. The 
Brench extends an invitation to all 
growers. ' ' ""'"""""""""""'"""-""""'''""""""'''""'''""""''"''''""'""·· 

Nectarines are now nearly alii sold in the 
Commonwealth, with some exPort to New 
Zealand, and prices for: this frui't should re

--~main. at late rate·s. 

LARGE AND SMALL TRACTORS 
·-UndOubtedly, there is a divided ·opinion on 

the economics of the large versus the small 
tractor and one heard many quite definite 
opinions on the subject frOm the satisfied users 
of one or the other. However, as this is a 
matter of the accurate compilation of costs 

done in the hotter periods of the year-work 
that is extremely laborious and becOmes a 
problem to the fn~ny. settlers of middle age-' 
the tractor en-ables many who are not physi- · 
cally fit to follow a plough to do their work 
with little effort. There are many instances 
of this to be- noted in our settlements. 

There are many arg.uments for and again~t 
the tractor, and 'we would bC··. appreciative of 
any information as reg-ards to' costs kept by 
growers who have machines. The record at
tendance, as stated, 'convinces the observer 
that the growers are definitely tractor
minded. 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

Branches 

in All 

State a 

EsTABLISHED 1849 

Agents 

In All 

Districts 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK, WORKERS' COMPENSATION, 

CROP, STACK AND MOTOR CAR 

INSURANCES EFFECTED 

Head Office: 46 Queen St., Melbourne, C.l. 

PEARS 
There is nothing to indicate that there is 

likely to. be_ any rise in the p.r::ice of this com
modity, therefore growers cannot anticipate 
better than recent prices. The percentage of 
the crop exported controls the sweat-box price 
to growers. 

.PRUNES 
In 19 3 7 the world crops of prunes failed in 

all cour;1tries except California and yet the 
prices quoted by Californian packers ranged 
from 1 :J:d to 1d per lb. fully packed for 5O's-
60's down to 90-100. Under arrangement with 
the F.S.C.C. packers must purchase from 
growers at id per. lb. less than the above 
prices, the id being allowed for packing and 
processing costs. The latest reports from 
Europe indicate that the crop has again suf
fered owing to seasonal Co.riditions, and the 
Yugo-Slavian crop is not expected to be much 
larger than last year. 

Almost every authority writing on prunes 
has forecasted rising prices, but the Califor
nian crop dominates the markets,. and so long 
as California continues to quote what must 
be ruinous prices to growers there is very 
little prospect of any general world price in
crease. 

A DOUBTFUL QUANTITY 
A dipman was notified that he. was to serve 

on the jury. He asked the judge to excuse him. 
uwe are busy on the block," he said, ~(and I 
ought to be there." 

•(Do you feel that you are one of those men 
who think that the block cannot get along 
without you?'' remarked the judge. 

uNo," admitted the dipman. uln know it 
could get along without me--but I don't want 
to be found out." 

<(Excused,'' said the judge. 
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Merbein Research Station 
Advisory Committee 

--
At the last meeting of the Advisory Com

mitee of the C.S.I.R. Research Station at Mer
bein, the following members attended: 
Messrs. D. C. Winterbottom (chairman), W. 
Hayesman (Cardross), A. E. Cameron (Red 
Cliffs), J. Richardson (Woorinen), G. L. Mills 
(Woorinen), W. G. Grundy (Nyah), J. Gor
don (Irymple), L. W. Andrew (Waikerie), 
0. Weste (Renmark), S. Taylor (Curlwaa), 
A. V. Lyon (secretary). Messrs. R. C. Pol
kinghorne and A. C. Ingerson were present by 
invitation. 

Mr. Winterbottom welcomed the new mem
bers of the committee from other irrigation 
areas, saying that now that the committee had 
increased in recent years, it was thought ad
visable to form a small executive committee 
to attend to matters between the time of 
meetings of the full committee. The follow
ing members were elected as an executive: 
Messrs. A. Lochhead, D. C. Winterbottom, 
Leaver and Lyon. 

It was decided, after some discussion, that 
the full committee meet twice yearly, in May 
and December. 

Mr. Lyon gave a resume of the work of 
the station and reported the resignation of Mr. 
J. E. Thomas, who had resigned to commence 
private practice in Melboun:e. Mr. Orton 

THAT 

had been appoin-ted chief assistant officer in 
Mr. Thomas' place. There would shortly be 
additional ·appointments to the staff to take 
up special work on problems which are await
ing investigation. 

The quality of currants came up for dis
cussion. Mr. Lyon outlined the work al
ready done to improve this product, but said 
there was still something lacking to produce 
good quality fruit. After some discussion 
Mr. Lyon decided to carry out further experi
ments with all thirteen soil elements to find 
out whether the lack of quality was due to 
some soil deficiency. 

The first year's work on nitrogen influence 
on baume test in grapes gave negative results, 
he said. Irrigated pasture plots were in pro
gress at the station and showed distinct promise 
with certain types of grasses. 

DIP EXPERIMENTS 
Mr. Orton addressed the committee and 

covered the range of his experiments since 193 5 
with potash dips, emulsified oils, and the effect 
of various chemicals in preventing grubs from 
infecting dried fruits. 

In view of the importance of Mr. Orton's 
experiments, it was resolved to have the work 
published and distributed among growers be
fore next fruit season. 

SULPHURING SULTANAS FOR COLOR 
Mr. Orton said that every sample of good 

colored sultanas received from competitor 

AVAILABLE NITROGEN 

at Budburst-

You can only be SURE of a 

supply if you actually apply it 

by means of 

SULPHATE 
OF 

AMMONIA 
THE CHEAPEST AND 

MOST EFFECTIVE FORM. 

Make provision now for your 
Spring requirements, either in a 
suitable ·Mixture or " Straight." 

H43/38 

EARLY SPRING'S 

"AMMONIA" TIME. 

countries contained quantities of sulphur, 
which was evidently responsible for their good 
color keeping qualities. 

Our London buyers advised us against the 
use of sulphur, and Mr. Orton indicated that 
if ever we were obliged to employ sulphur as 
a bleaching agent, it was not a job for the· 
individual to do but one for the packing 
houses, as it would have to be done most care
fully. 

Meeting Of Agricultural 
Council : Marketing And 

Additional Areas Discussed 

Dealing with the matters discussed at the 
meeting, the Acting Minister of Commerce 
(Mr. Cameron) said that the Commonwealth 
Government had intimated to the Council 
that it could not accept the suggestion by the 
States for the establishment of a scheme with 
excise and bounty as the basis of a solution of 
marketing problems. 

As a step towards adjusting the difficulty 
the Council had agreed, however, that all 
States producing dried fruits should amend 
their Dried Fruits Acts to make them uniform 
and provide for the annual licensing of pack
ing houses, expiring on December 31 in each 
year. 

The most important decisions of the confer
ence dealt with the future cultivation of irri
gable land. It was decided that a committee 
representative of the Department of Com
merce, the States Departments of Agriculture, 
and the irrigation authorities in the States 
concerned should be formed to investigate the 
question as to how best the water should be 
utilised. This body will report to the Agri
cultural Council. 

Other resolutions adopted by the Council 
included that it was advisable to have legisla
tion in all the Staies for the registration of 
butter factories .and that a body comprising 
the Department of Commerce and State De
partments of Agriculture and irrigation auth
orities be set up to investigate and determine 
the proportion of increased water acreage to 
be allocated to various dried fruit industries. 

Red Cliffs Branch Annual 
Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Branch will be 
held at the Women's Club on June 23. Fol
lowing the address by Mr. Malloch, on Mar
keting Problems, the following matters are 
listed: Financial statement and appointment 
of auditors, President's report and reports of 
Settlers' Finance Board, Research Committee 
and Scholarship Committee. The policy of 
the branch in regard to scholarships and a 
library for school children will be discussed. 
The matter of the proposed amendments to 
the Water Act Will also be placed before 

I growers. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
The Association sales in the Commonwealth 

for vine and tree fruits to May 31 are set out 
hereunder, -and compare with the :figures at 
the same time for the two previous years, as 
follow:-

VINE FRUITS 
1938 1937 1936 
Tons Tons Tons 

Currants .. .. .. .. 873 923 813 
Sultanas .. .. .. 2385 2463 2202 
Lexias .. .. .. .. .. 809 495 342 

-- -- --
4067 3881 3357 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots .. ........ 282 393 407 
Nectarines .. .. 24 19 11 
Peaches .... .. .. .. 138 115 101 
Pears ............ 28 36 27 
Prunes ........... 434 504 416 

-- -- --
906 1067 962 
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BARMERA A.D.F.A. AND 
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU 

·Growers Co-operate For 
Mutual Benefit 

Both .the Barmera branch of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association and of the Agricul
tural Bureau have been in existence since the 
early days of the settlement. The Agricul
tural Bureau was first formed and the first 
secretary was Mr; A. U. Burchell with Mr. 
R. Y. Langdon as chairman. This was in 
I ~21 · ~efore blocks were in bearing and the 
land all allotted. The original settlers and 
holders Of blocks can well remember the in
valuable assistance given by the late H. S. 
Taylor, both through personal visits and ar
ticles in the "Murray Pioneer." With his 
name one also couples W. E. Muspratt and 
Byron Gregory, both of whom took a fatherly 
interest in the welfare of the district. 

Barmera was, generally speaking, "A.D.F.A. 
minded" from the jump, and organised mar
keting was preached and practised as soon as 
vine fruits were produced. 

In 1931 it was suggested that the Agricul
tural Bureau, which had not actively func
tione·d for some years, be revived and run by 
the A.D.F.A. exeCutive. This has been done 
for seven years now with continued success. 
With a membership of over 70, meetings 
have continued to hold the interest and sup
port of growers, attendances being well main
tained. 

SUBJECTS DEALT WITH 
It has been possible to arrange for a wide 

and varied field of lectures including market
ing, publicity in Australia and overseas, soil 
surveys, experiments conducted on processing 
of dried fruit, C.S.I.R. activities, citrus prob
lems, orchard pests, irrigation, seepage and 
drainage. It is along the lines of drainage 
and irrigation frequency of me~;hods that the 
bureau has rendered a v-aluable service to the 
district. 

DRAINAGE PROBLEMS 
Agitation for a comprehensive drainage 

scheme was l-aunched in 1932, and the execu
tive _was successful in having Mr. Lyon of the 
C.S.I.R. enlarging upon irrigation dangers and 
pl-acing them· before South Australian growers. 
Since then. the executive was instrumental in 
having the work of drainage expedited- in the 
area and representations were made about two 
years ago to the Minister of Irrigation and 
the Director of Lands to have a ·plant made 
available for the irrigation areas so that drain
age could be effectively and cheaply done. At 
present the officers of the Department of 
Lands are exploring the scheme of comprehen
sive drainage at Barmera. 

Very valuable assistance has been rendered 
at all times by the officers of the Agricultural 
Department of South Australia. When 'risit
ing the River districts they have addressed 
meetings, giving members the benefit of ex
periments carried out at the Beiri Experi
mental Farm and in the field, which has con.:. 
tributed in no small measure to the continued 
improvement in cultural practices. Available 
also to members of the Agricultural Bureau 
is that very good publication, "The Journal 
of Agriculture." 

The present members of the executive of 
the A.D.F.A. are Messrs. E. D. Sims (chair
man), W. Macgillivray, H. L Porter, V. 
Shepherd, L. P. White and C. W. Till (sec
retary). 

In those early days, the average production 
of sultanas per acre over the whole Mildura 
irrigation area amounted to just 13 cwt. per 
acre and Renmark was little better. 

The lands were .. minced"-that is to say, 
the common practice amounted to taking as 
much out of the land as possible, without re
turning the most essential thing, organic mat
ter. It doesn't matter how fertile a soit may 
be in its original state, there will come a time 
when this need will be sorely felt. 

It was not until the growing of cover crops 
became a general field practice that yields 
began to gradually increase and the amount of 
increase can almost be estimated by the quan
tity of hulk matter incorporated in the soil. 
This fact cannot be fully appreciated by the 
younger growers, or soldier settler groWers 
who started off on right lines, and commenced 
growing cover crops before their land had 
been depleted of most of its natural plant 
foods. In a semi-arid country, such as is 
characterised in our irrigation areas, the natu
ral rainfall has never been high enough to 
grow sufficient annual plants to bring much 
organic matter to our virgin soils, conse
quently we must build it up. The only ex
ception to the remarks about our lack of or
ganic matter in our virgin soils is to be found 
in some of our low-lying box flats, and silted
up swamp areas which have made weed 
growth in times of high river, each successive 
flood adding to the organic matter in these 
soils. 

It has taken some of the original Renmark 
settlers a long time to accept the fact that 
our soils need organic matter, consequently 
the land has suffered. Some of the Renmark 
lands have now been under irrigation and cul
tivation for about 50 years, yet it is only in 
the past few years that regular cover crops 
could possibly be grown. There has been a re
markable response since this practice has been 
adopted: A block which is suffering from the 
effects of humus starvation will develop salt 
troubles a good deal quicker than where cover 
crops are grown, and will show vine leaves 
without that deep, green color, characteristic 
of a healthy vine. 

YIELD 
The :first year after a cover crop has been 

grown on a starved block there will be a 
marked difference in the color of the leaves. 
The second year, there will be much more 
vigorous growth. I have found that it is not 
until the third year after the first crop is 

planted that any increase in crops was noted, 
and from then. on there is a gradual increase 
but the quality of the fruit will improve. In 
the bad old days prior to growing cover crops 
a ton per acre was accepted as an average 
crop. After the few first .. flush'' years. But 
now a two-ton crop is possible on a one-ton 
per acre type of soil. 

Australian Dried Fruits 

TRADE WITH THE EAST 
Growth of the Australian dried fruits ex

port trade with the East is slow, says the 
March report of the Department of Com
merce and, with the' exception of that portio~ 
of the trade with Ceylon and Netherlands 
India, is still of small proportions. The three 
reasons which have contributed to this posi
tion are:-

( 1) The competition of other dried fruits, 
particularly from California; (2) the counter 
attractions of the protected markets in the 
Uuited Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand; 
and ( 3 ) the system of selling which works 
well for the high-priced markets, but renders 
competition with other fruits in Eastern mar
kets almost impossible. 

Whilst these factors continue in their pre
sent degree, it does not seem likely that any 
major increase will be recorded in the dried 
fruit trade with the East. 

EASTERN TRADE FIGURES 
Import. Country 1934-35 1935·36 

lb. £ lb. £ 
British Malaya 109,334 1,780 113,122 1,758 
China . 80,376 1,495 63,414 962 
Ceylon 586,217 9,o92 508,268 8,389 
Hong Kong .. 153,426 2,186 189,102 2,604 
India . 173,579 3,356 270,456 5,133 
Netherlands 

India . . . 465,721 6,913 395,593 7,409 
Siam .... 336 4 772 14 

Total . 1,568,989 25,3261,540,727 26,280 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

A Company Ownetf and Cwtrolled by the Growers of Renm4Tk 

f<>r the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQIDREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS 

GOverning Director 

P.MALLOCH 

Maiiager 
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§ All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 
~ forward items of interest to the industry 
§ as a whole for publication in the jjNews." 
~~: .. , ....................................................................................... .. 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those· whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, JUNE p, 1938. 

The Value of Quality 
TJ.ffi ADOPTION of the cold dip process 
, ,, by _the great majOrity of groWers: has 
brought in its train some problems, particu
larly that. of green tinge. In this year of big 
yields and- the preponderance of shaded fruit 
On the vines, this ~ttlnge" has given a consid
erable amount of trouble in ---the· ·finishing-off 
oD. the hessians. Many growers are concerned 
.lt the amount of extra effort and time· re
quired_ to get results, and the dangers. attend
ant in having· l~rge quantities of fruit ori: the 
ground for three days, during which weather 
c:onditions can alter adversely with little· 
warning, often resulting in serious loss of 
grade and added costs. 

The mounting costs Of production and the 
lower returns pra:mising for fruit thi$ . year 
are matters that are giving concern and there 
is a strong desire to find a dip or some cheaper 
:ffiethod of processing the dried article that 
will make it j)o~bleto take the fruit off the 
racks and have it in ~ swe:ats. _within __ 1;::wenty:
:6~mr hours-thus avoiding 'the·- da~geis re
fei-red- to. 

It has been sug_gested that it might be pos
sible to use' a .quicker method of eliminating 
green tinge at the .expense Of a slight brown
ing of the fruit. The research authoritieS are 
of the opinion that this could be done by- an 
alteration in the dip. 

TJ.ffi MATTER of the attitude of the 
trade to a very light brown "Australian, 

sultana was discussed at a recent meeting of 
the Board of Management, and the opinion of 
those members concerned in the marketing 
was that, until this sample could be evolved 
and its reception tested in the several markets 
it would be dangerous to depart from the very 
method that was introduced as a means to 
meet market requirements in London, if we 
were to hold that market on a competitive 
basis. It has been held by some in the in

dustry that there is a saturation point for the 
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higher-'gtades: at any-·gre~t premium ·over-:ihe 
f:a.q. value. This probably ippe.rs in this 
year. ~lien we- ru.ve .. :not S:ii:6i!=ieiit Of the darker 
fr~its __ norniali}r -requ'ired · .. by._ .cer~a_in _.niaikets~ 
This· .requirement-. is in the _vicinity of 22;000 
tons. 

The posttton is thus brought about that we 
have to sell' a considerable amount Of light 
three-crown fruit to markets that do not 
want it at the price, and we have to be 
severely competitive with other countries to 
obtain the sales. :A recent complai'nt from 
pastrycooks here in the· CommonWealth was 
an instance of 'this difficulty. These buyers 
do not want this fruit at the price. To meet 
these demands the industry has to arrange this 
year for the additional blending of a consid
erable amount of fruit which involve·s cost
first, in the extra handling and, secondly, the' 

fact that, after the time and trouble by the 
growers to produce the better grades, steps 
have to be taken to mix them with lower 
grades to meet the demand. 

The problem of blending and the cost of 
it~· even in a year of a good range of grades, 
t.O obtain lpng lines of fruit seeri:J.s to call for 
the close -attention of the industry to the ad
visability .. Of trying to find a process of dip
pi-rig that will give- the same result with far 
less cost and trouble. 

r IS ADMITTED that, as our exports to 
London increa-se the. advantage of the 

lighter fruit is- a ·factor to sales, especially at 
the time of .carry:.over, and that any new type 
should • be thoroughly tested out before any 
departure is encouraged. Certainly there are 
many causes for the concern felt at the pre
sent system-not the least being the te.4ious 

:-arid e~er-vexing problem of grading,', with its 
attend~_-9-t cartage delays at the door; ·the di:ffi

--·,,culty/o( getting sufficient classers able to do 
- the 'job; the friction that often occurs and 

. the increasing costs of the force of supervisors 
and inspectors that seems necessary at present. 

The problem of color is one that is receiv
ing the attention of--reSearCh. There are sev~ 
eral grower -research committees working in 
collaboration with· the authorities, along the 
lines of pi:oducing more even Jines of frui1; 
that can be produced with a minimum of 

· · d!ificulty. 

PERSONAL 
Mr. ~~ S. McKinnon, the secretary of the 

Red Cliffs b<anch, is on a trip to the Old 
Country. A native of Glasgow, where he will 
be spending some time, he will have a special 
interest in the British Industries Fair and the 
Australian exhibit in particular. Mr. Me-_ 
Kinnon has arranged to forward his impres ... 
sions ·of -his trip, especially in regard to those 
on -dried fruits. 

* • * 
Following the .announcement that Mr. L. R. 

McGregor, who until re·cently was Australian 
Trade Commissioner in Canada, and had now 
been, appointed Australian Commissioner-Gen
eral in the United States of America, the 
Board of Management has decided to send a 
lette·r of congratulation to him on his ap
pointment~ Mr. McGregor is distinctive in 
many ways-his ability to speak fluent Quebec 
French is but one. It is a rare pleasure to 
hear him in English, with a Scottish accent 
affected by the close association with the 
Canadians for the past seven years. Perhaps 
we can expect something extraordinary in the 
voCal attainments of a man who was born in 
England, bears a Scottish name·, went from 
Australia to represent us in Canada where he 
is able to address, in their own tongue, the 
very large proportion of French Canadians in 
that dominion. 

Uniform Returns 

The evolution of the comprehensive system 
o-f·contCOl; · so· essential to· 'the industry, has 
brought with it the obligation on packers and 
agents -to supply many and varied returns to 
the Bo.ards -concerned. A study of the several 
State 'Boards' regulations ·shows a wide range 
of forms that have to be filled in periodically. 
These differ in each State and where a ·packer 
or agent is handlirig fruit from several States 
a good deal of additional work is entailed that 
might be obviated by the revision of the sys
tem to a more uniform basis. At a recellt 
meeting of the Board of Management of the 
AssoCiation a discussion took place on the 
question and it was decided to write to the 
State Boards in Victoria, South Australia, and 
New South Wales, suggesting that at the end 
of the next meeting of the Equalisation Com
mittee, secretaries of the State Boards and 
A.D.F.A. representatives should confer to see 
whether it would not be possible to arrange for 
returns on a uniform basis, .as if this could be 
effected it would considerably minimiSe the 
work of agents. 

·The Mildura Co .. operative 
Co. Ltd. 

Fruit 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £100,000 

Packers of All ClaMes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Packeo under the well-known "PADLOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S. W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 
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THE STATISlCAL PO;SITION 
A•·survey of the Markets 

Forecast Lower Prices for Sultanas 
A survey of the markets gives every indication of prices for the immediate fut
ure being on a lower basis than last year, at all events, until new season's crops 
overseas (September"October) are known. This applies particularly to sul
tanas, and whilst currant prices overseas remain much the same, the lower 
quality of our rain-affected fruit will definitely influence returns, especially in 
the Mildura areas. The lexia position is sound and good returns can be anti
cipated. Fortunately, the heavy crop of high quality sultanas, harvested under 
almost ideal conditions which materially reduced costs, will be a factor in the 
aggregate returns for this fruit and will considerably offset the lower prices in
dicated. 
The new season's indication is that in the September-October period the mar· 
ket competition our fruit will face f.rom America and the Mediterranean centres 
will be the deciding factor. At this period we will be better able to form an 
idea of final returns. Meanwhile, an analysis of the conditions ruling today in 
the several markets is published for the interest of growers. 

SULTANAS-THE COMMONWEALTH 
Improved conditions in this market have 

tended to firme·r prices and sultanas are going 
out satisfactorily at !d per pound over last 
year's opening rates. This improvement in 
values' will be particularly opportune to grow
t;ts ·who, this year have had to meet se'Veral 
appre_ciable increases· in costs; the new price of 
box· timber has meant an additional 12/6 per 
ton in packing charges, and wages have· in
creased by about 5/6 a Week. This cost is in
curred for the full production of a heavy Crop. 
The incidence of the improved Common
wealth price will not be as great with the rela
tively smaller percentage that will be sold at 
the firmer rates. However, at present Com-_ 
monwealth consumption, this amount of ap
proxim-ately II/- per ton over the whole· 
pack is of material assistance. 

The recent action of the AssoCiation in 
bringing about a commercial arrangement to 
epsure equity of qu(>tas is an immense ,factor 
in the returns. lt has_ bee·n costly to growers, 
but nOt nearly so costly as the collapse that 
Was inevitable without such action. We were 
in the position of being forced to meet the 
cost, either thro~gh the collapse of the Aus
tralian price, or by entering into the present 
arrangement; which latter is by far the 
cheaper way. · 

-= 

CANADA 
The returns from this market will have .a 

considerable· effect on sweat box values as 
compared with those of last year. Price cut_
ting competition _from California has necessi
tated a reduction- in prices to the extent of £3 
per ton. The fol16wing figures show the· posi-
tion:- , 

1 cr. 
2 cr. 
3 cr. 
4 cr. 

6/2/37 
cwt. 
28/· 

1937 
31/5/37 

cwt. 
30/· 
32/· 
34/· 
36/· 
1938 

2/8/37 
cwt. 
32/· 
34/· 
36/· 
38/· 

8.10/37 
cwt. 
35/· 
37 /· 
39/· 
41/· 

1 cr., 25/; 2 cr., 27/; 3 cr., 29/; 4 cr .• 34/. 

Whilst these prices are competitive it is 
difficult to visualise any firming for the 
while. However, the position is being closely 
'Watched by the Export Board and any move
ment in prices acted upon. One encouraging 
feature affecting this market is the announce
ment that the United States "Government 
raisin :_purchase programme is completed. The 
Government has made available two and_ a half 
million dollars for the purchase of 40,000 
tons of raisins, still in growers• hands, at 55 
dollars a ton (£All). Conditions of the Joan 
are that the industry institutes a pro-rate! 
progd.m:rpe for the 1938 crop (September
October) in the event _of this crop, plus the 

carryover of the 1937 season, exceeding 
270,000-- tons. This movement has resulted in 
a firming of packers' quotations. The adop.:. 
tion of this programme should- lead to more 
stable conditions and it can be anticipated 
that, even though the California quotes to 
Canada. might not ris·e to any extent, it will 
arrest any further cutting of prices. 

Sales to the Canadian mai:ket are, to date, 
below those of this period last year and this 
is having an effect on progress payments. 
Payment for fruit to this market is made on 
a~ f.o.b. basis and packers depend a good deal 
on these early realisations at a period when 
large: sums are tied up in the production of the 
fruit. However, there are no serious reasons 
affecting the position-some carryover in 
merchants' hands-an inclination to wait for 
the outcome of the Anglo-American trade 
talks now in hand-the· problem of grades, 
due to the remarkable preponderance of high
grade light fruit this year, the Canadians pre
ferring the darker grades. This problem of 
grades is be:ing dealt with by special arrange
ments in the processing .of· fruit. The wheat 
situation is also causing concern to merch
ants and this, no doubt,. is calling for careful 
consideration in regard to _commitments. 

To sum up the position it can be estimated 
that on the tonnage -sold to this market the 
fall of £3 per ton on. -last year's opening rates 
(the bulk of the fruit is Usually taken up 
early) will mean to the grower a drop .Of-,13/6 
a ton over his total pack, and in the probable · 
absence of the progressive rises of last year; 
a still further depreciation in sweat box 
values. Realising the ~:ffect of the keen com
petition and the necessity to meet· it we can 
appreciate the value of the £18/13/4 per ton 
preference afforded us in this market-:-'-.just ,as 
we can appreciate· the problems handled -by t;he
Export Board in this one market alone.- · 

NEW ZEALAND AND THE. EAST< 
Sales to these markets are going along Si:ea- .

dily and . they should absorb the normal .. 
quotas. As in Canada, Californian competi- · 
tion has caused a reduction on last year's 
rates. The figures showing:_-

1 cr. 
2 cr. 
3 cr. 
4 cr. 

·March
April 
cwt. 

33/· 
35/· 
37/· 
39/· 

1937 
June
July 
cwt. 

34/6 
36/6 
38/6. 
40/6 
1938 

Aug
Sept. 
cwt. 

.. 36/6 
. 88/6 
. 40/6 

42/6 

o'ct.
NOv. 
cwt. 
39/6 
41/6 
43/6 
45/6 

1 cr., 29/; 2 cr., 31/; 3 cr., 33/; 4 cr., 36/. 

WHYdoyouiRRICATE? 

~'~ siN 
131'1 AN 1:> 

(reqist~red) 

.. POTASH 

•.. Because the plants need water. They also need certain 
mineral plant-foods and not the least important is POT ASH. A J 

tree deficient in potash has a sluggish circulation of sap - thus, 
POT ASH helps the internal irrigation. It does more, beside; / 
POT ASH, in a comple+.e fertiliser, increases yield and improves I 
quality ••• In grape products of all kinds POT ASH builds up the 
Beaume. J 

For all irrigated fruits use 2 cwts. of Potash or I 0 cwt. per acre of a I 
mixture such as 2:2: I. Apply fertiliser in 2 or 3 lots. 

PACIFIC POTASH LIMITEDJ 
Research Service, Box 3843 T, G.P.O., j 

SCOT~ISH HOUSE, 19 BRIDGE STREET, SYDNE!.F.·
1136

1 
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The Statistical Position 
(ContinUed frOm ·page 9) 

This on sweat box value over the pack would 
amount to a loss of 5/- per ton-any ·possi
bilities of a rise being again dependent on the 
Californian position. 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 
The average price of the 4808 tons sold to 

date (June 3) is £39/12/9, and as this total 
includes a good proportion of 3 crown, it 
can, although £2/12/ lower than at this time 
last year, be considered as satisfactory in view 
of the Californian rates ruling since the ar
rival of our fruit. The recent firming due to 
the U.S.A. buying programme previously re
ferred to means that we will have to compete ._ 
with American fruit that can be offered at 
£34 ( 1 crown and 2 crown average). The 
value of our better grades this year is here 
apparent and on an average they should com
mand a premium of £4 to £5 per ton on these 
rates. We are in a very fortunate position in 
this regard with our high quality pack, and 
the policy of concentrating on the produc
tion of the lighter colored fruits is vindicated, 
for it is in the British market that this de
mand exists-a market that, this year, will be 
asked to take over 50 per cent. of our sultana 
pack. The competition for the higher grades 
from Smyrna and Greece is not giving any 
concern. The Grecian crop was normal and 
is limited to the very high-class trade. The 
1937 Turkish production was 20,000 tons 
below that of 1936 and whilst fair stocks of 
this fruit are still available, the market for it 
is fum. Continental clearing agreements have 
greatly minimised the pressure from these 
sources. 

Summed up, the present market conditions 
may be said to be fair. We have a big crop 
which must take a considerable time to sell. 
Our fruit is receiving a ready sale in London 
and from reports it is learned that the trade 
has been waiting for it, the general opinion 
being- that it -is the best pack ever sent from 
Australia. This is very heartening news, am! 
although prices generally are on a lower basis, 
our quality puts us in a very strong position 
for the while, and even if the September crops 
of our competitors are heavy and competition 
becomes keener, our long lines of good fruit 
will be a factor to reasonable returns and we 
should not be faced with that dreaded posi
'tion of having to sell a poor quality pack 
against new fruit on a well supplied market. 

A SUMMARY OF THE SULTANA 
MARKETS 

To summarise the general position over all 
markets: It can be anticipated, from the sur
vey of the conditions ruling, that the sweat 
box return from this fruit will be down sev
eral pouri.ds a ton, the present indication being 
approximately £3. However, anything in the 
natuie of a calamity in any of our competitor 
countries could alter the position overnight. 
As stated, this article is dealing with the im
mediate future and as such is prepared for the 
interest of growers who, in many centres, 
have been surprised and concerned at the 
lower values estimated by packers in this ye-:1r 
of quantity and quality. 

CURRANTS 
There is no material alteration in currant 

prices. Opening rates for the controlled ma.L. 
kets are much the same as those of this period 
last year. The rise in the Commonwealth of 
fd pe·r lb., as in sultanas, will be a help. 
Prices in London are easier, the average f.:>r 
sales to date being £7 below those of the cor
responding date last year. West Australian 
and South Australian non-irrigated district 
crops were not seriously affected by rain and 
are realising better prices than Victorian, the 
average of which is in the vicinity of £26. 
The Greek crop was 110,000 tons, of which 
but 70,000 tons were marketed. Until the 
plan to reduce this output is in full operation 
We can hope for no firming of the ruinous 
prices that are causing concern to both the 
Greek and our own marketing authorities. 
The problem of damage by_ rain is a serious 
one that seems to defy the constant efforts of 
research to minimise. It is six years since we· 
have had a really good crop quality pack and 
perhaps a ray of hope is that the elements will 
favor us for the next few years. 

LEXIAS 
Little need be said of lexias. We have a re

cord crop of good fruit. The Spanish situa
tion ensures a strong London market, added 
to which is the success we are meeting with 
in the development of the see·ded raisin trade 
overseas. A feature that, in normal times, 
will be of great assistance in the disposal of 
carry-over fruit that, in the past, we have 
been forced to quit at low rates. 

THE 1937 ADJUSTMENTS 
The delay in the adjustment for final ac

count sales for this crop has been due to the 
difficulties arising in connection with the vol
untary agreement for 1937 between the 
A.D.F.A. and the independent dealers. Large 
sums are involved in this, but it is now re
ported that the Equalisation Committee anti
cipates an early clearing of the routine prob-

OVERSEAS SALES 
The Commonwealth Export Control Board 

report the following position to June 2, 1938: 

CURRANTS 
Shipped 8502 tons 
Sold 2278 tons 
Average Price, £28/6/9 per ton. 
Average Price Last Year, £34/15/8. 

SULTANAS 
Shipped 23,907 tons 
Sold 5,442 tons 
Average Price, £39/13/3 per ton. 
Average Price Last Year, £42/10/7. 

LEXIAS 
Shipped 768 tons 
Sold 36 tons 
Average Price, £43/2/3 per ton. 
Average Price Last Year, £35/16/-. 

What Is An Acre? 

5 yds. x 968 yds. contains 1 acre. 
10 yds. x 484 yds. contains 1 acre. 
20 yds. x 242 yds. contains 1 acre. 
40 yds. x 121 yds. contains 1 acre. 
SO yds. x 60f yds. contains 1 acre. 
70 yds. x 68 1.9 yds. contains 1 acre. 

Barme:ra Co .. ope:rative 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Packing Co,' 
Ltd: 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 
Suppliers of all Block Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 
Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay.Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. '1PHONE, BARMERA 30 & 32 

THE STORY OF THE 
SEEDLESS GRAPE 

The following history of the Thompson 
seedless grape-first cousin to our sultana-is 
of interest. It is taken £1-om the "California 
Fruit News":-

A little more than 50 years ago William 
Thompson planted some· grape vine cuttings. 
One, a Turkish variety, produced grapes ad
mirably suited for drying as raisins, and seed
less. From this single cutting have come all 
the "Thompson Seedless" vines of California. 
Their fruit now constitutes more than three
fourths of California's entire raisin crop. 

It has since been learned that the parent 
cutting was of a variety known as "Salta
nina," which has been grown for centuries in 
Asia .Minor, and which some scientists believe 
was developed by the Arabs as a hybrid hun
dreds or perhaps thousands of years ago. 

But what makes it "seedless"? Most fruits 
develop see·ds or kernels and through these pet
petuate their species. The seeds result from 
the fertilisation of the female dement or 
ovary in a blossom by the male pollen carried 
to it by the wind or by insects, and fusing 
with it. Unless suCh fertilisation occurs a 
blossom in most varieties yields no fruit and 
falls from the tree. 

What is peculiar in the Thompson grape is 
that although it needs pollen, it does not re
quire fertilisation to produce a c·rop. The 
mere presence of the male pollen in the female 
flower, without fusion with the ovary, stimu
lates growth and fruition. But since there is 
no actual fertilisation, there are no seeds. 
Where an occasional Thompson grape is found 
bearing seeds-a rare exception-fertilisation 
of the ovary by the pollen has taken place. 

1. A grape blossom with its 
enclosing petals. 

In the circle 
are close-ups of 
b I o s so m s. In 
most fruits the 
blossom is a cup 
formed by petals, 
within which are 
pollen-giving and 
pollen - receiving 
organs, and at 
their base an 
ovary capable of 
producing fruit. 
if ferti- 2' Pollen organs and the 

ovary (which will develop 
into the fruit) are seen 
after the petals have 
fallen. 

lised. After the 
pollen reaches the 
ovary the pet~ls 
fall and the fruit 3. Petals open from the 
''sets." In the base of the blossom. 

blossom of the Thompson grape, however, the 
petal cup is re·ally upside .down. It grows over 
and completely encloses the other parts of the 
flower. This prevents any pollen from 
reaching the blossom until after the petals 
have fallen. Its inverted construction gives 
the appearance of an unopened bud and later 
of ·a -flower that is "going to seed." Few 
would recognise: it as a blossom and the 
casual observer might conclude that the vine 
never blooms. 

The Thompson grape_ is therefore a fruit 
pollenised but unfertilised, and for that reason 
seedless. Its entire freedom from sesds, its 
sweetness, its delicacy of flavor and its quite 
unusual adaptability to drying are what have 
made it the outstanding variety of raisins. 

NEW SEASON'S PRICES 

Seeded Currants And 
Muscatels 

The Board of Management has fixed the 
price of seeded currants as under:-

10 tons 100 boxes 1 box 
per doz. per doz. per doz. 

lib. Cartons 7/9 7/10f 8/-
"Subject to usual terms and conditions." 
Muscatels_:_ As on the. same basis as last year. 
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Primary Producers 
Protection 

and 

SOME POINTS OF VIEW 
The attitude o'f certain groups in regard 

to what the farmer should pay for his re
quisites to production, and what he should be 
allowed to obtain for his produce, was amply 
indicated during the referendum campaign. 
Some remarks, reminiscent of this attitude, 
were made in the Federal Parliament recently. 
To quote Mr. Rosevear:-

«As a matter of fact, we have always held 
that the Country Party believes in free trade 
only in respect of those commodities which 
its supporters use on their farms, but that in 
respect of everything that they produce they 
are rabid protectionists. They are in favor 
of a dear loaf of bread and dear butter, but 
they insist on having cheap Japanese knives 
and forks on their tables. Thus we should 
be flying in the face of all political experi
ence if we accused the Country Party of be
ing freetraders. They are, of course·, a party 
of political opportunists, who use their votes 
to protect their own industries and to reduce 
whenever possible the protective duties on 
cheap goods manufactured in other coun
tries." 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN IMPORT AND 
EXPORT PARITY 

Obviously such a statement could not be 
allowed to go unchallenged, and during the 
debate on the Tariff proposals the matter was 
taken up by Mr. T. Paterson, who said:-

"It might be thought that the primary pro
ducer would enjoy a properly-balanced econ
omy if he had, on the one hand, protection 
for both what he sold and what he bought, 
or, on the other hand, if he had free trade for 
both his sales and his purchases. Such a view 
is, however, superficial, because, owing to 
Australia's great distance from the world's 
markets, our primary producers, particularly 
those who are engaged in the exporting in
dustries, would still have a real disability un
der either all-round free trade or all-round 
protection. Under fre·e trade, whether he 
sold on the local market or on the export mar
ket, the farmer would receive for everything 
that he produced, export parity rates, and he 
would buy everything that he required for 
his farm or his home-whether imported or 
produced in this country-at import parity 
rates or thereabouts. There· is a substantial 
difference between import parity and export 
parity. In order_ to explain clearly what that 
difference is, I -aSk honorable members to 
imagine that a ladder rests on the floor of the 
chamber, with its upper portion leaning 
against the press gallery. I ask them to 
imagine, further, that about half-way up the 
ladder there is one rung of a different color, 
to distinguish it from the rest. That rung is 
to be regarded as representing the world 
price for the product that he sells and for 
every manufactured articles used for primary 
production or for farmers' domestic use. On 
an export parity basis, a man who produces 
an exportable product which he sells mainly 
overseas, obtains for it the world price repre
sented by that special rung on the ladder, less 
all the costs incidental to transporting that 
product 12,000 miles, and less, also, in some 
instances, the value lost by deterioration. He 
has to accept that price, not merely on the 
produce that he sells overseas, but also on 
everything that he sells in this country. That 
is to say, he obtains, not the world price, but 
that price less certain deductions. In other 
Words, the price that he actually receives may 
be, say, two rungs lower on the imaginary 
ladder than the rung which represents world 

r..__ ~L- -~L-- 1..--..l .&;_..._ .,..¥ ....... r+l..;...,..,. 

that he buys he pays the world price, plus the 
cost of freight if the article is imported, or an 
almost similar addition if it is manufactured 
in this country-because local prices are de
termined, to a great extent, by the competi
tion of imports-and also a substantial sum 
representing customs and primage duties. In 
other words, the price that he pays is repre
sented by a rung of the ladder ocnsiderably 
higher than the one representing world par
ity. It will be seen that, whereas for the 
things that he sells the price may be two or 
three rungs below the one specially marked, 
for the things that he buys the price is repre
sented by a rung well above it. The result 
fs certainly lop-sided, and not what many peo
ple believe it to be. Is it any wonder that, 
in these circumstances, those who are engaged 
in primary production have organised them
selves with a view to escaping from those dis
abilities, which would compel them to accept 
every deduction incidental to transportation, 
not on what they send overseas, but on what 
they sell in this country? 

"'Butter.-After y~ars of effort, the dairy
men of Australia have succeeded in establish
ing an organisation which ·enables them to ob
tain a fair home-consumption price. There 
are some in the community who profess to he
lieve that that price is f.ar in excess of the 

~""'""'''''"'''''"""'"""'''""''"'''''"""""""'"""""'"""""'""'''.: 

j Greek Currants Grubbed ' 
~ 
§ The year 1937, says S. H. Limpert, 

§ Greek currant factor of New York, pre
~ sented something new in the history of 

~ the turbulent currant industry in 
§ Greece. At all times in the past the 

~ aim of the producing districts has been 
=- expansion. In 1937 Greek growers con-

sented to arrest further plantings and to 

uproot a quantity of vines producing a 
non-marketable surplus of approximately 
40,000 tons. 

"""'"""""""'""'""""'""'"'""""'''"""'''''"'""""''''''''"'''''"'·· 

price realised ov!erseas for 1simi,lar produce. 
Let me give some :figures to show the Positiori 
prevailing at present. The price of the choic
est butter in Australia is 149/4 per cwt., 
whereas the Lon:don price, expressed in terms 
of Australian currency, is about 160/- per 
cwt. today. In other words, the overseas 
price is approximately !d. per lb. higher than 
the Australian price. 

"Wool, Wheat, and Mutton.-Wool, wheat, 
and mutton are still on a free-trade basis; 
that is to say, they are sold at world prices, 
less the cost of transportation. Australian 
manufacturers of woollen goods are able to 
obtain their wool at the price that overseas 
competitors pay for it in Australia, but the 
latter have to pay the cost of freight to the 
country of manufacture. Wheat, unfortu. 
nately, is still sold at export parity rates. The 
freight on wheat to England is, I believe, 1/
a bushel." 

Mr. Nock.-Freight and insurance repre
sent about 1/- a bushel. 

Mr. Patterson.-That amount, of itself, is 
a substantial discount from the actual world 
price. Consumers in Australia enjoy the 
privilege of purchasing wheat at 1/- a bushel 
less than the price which it brings in the great 
....... , ................. t,., .. ., nf .. 1,,. nrn.rl..-1 11,"' A11<:tr~li~n 
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wheatgrower really gets the world p,r:ice; less 
the costs incidental to the transportation of 
the grain overseas. He gets that price for the 
whole of his wheat-that sold in Australia as 
well as that sold overseas. So long as the ex
port parity dictates the price of the local pro
duct, all costs incidental to transportation 
and selling overseas are suffered also in the 
local market. The same thing applies to mut
ton. When we have an exportable surplus of 
mutton, the Australian price is the price rul
ing for frozen mutton in England, less all 
costs of transportation to take it there. A real 
disability is suffered, therefore, by those whose 
products have to be sold in the far distant 
markets of the world. I mention these things 
in order to show that the position of the 
farmer is not so satisfactory as some people 
believe. When we remember that for a con
siderabLe period during the depression wheat 
did not bring more than 2/- a bushel at coun
try railway stations, we cannot wonder that 
there was need to introduce the legislation to 
grant relief to farmers which the honorable 
member for Ma0tin (Mr. McCall) has criti
cised. 

FARMERS EXPORTING THEIR CAPITAL 
For years many farmers were exporting 

their capital, because they were selling wheat 
at prices below the cost of production. They 
impoverished themselves to such an extent 
that this Parliament had to vote substantial 
sums to assist them. I put it to the honor
able member for Warringah that it is no 
wonder that the primary producers want pro
tection for that proportion of their produce 
that they sell in the home market, so that on 
that part of their output at least they should 
not suffer every disability associated with an 
export trade. Nor is it any wonder that they 
seek to obtain their requirements at prices 
which will enable them to continue to export 
their products overseas in competition with 
other nations. 

FARMER COMPARED WfTil 
MANUFACTURER 

The Australian farmer producing exports is 
at a great disadvantage as compared with the 
manufacturer, in that, even if he is protected 
as is the grower of dried fruits, or the pro
ducer of butter, he gets the Australian price 
for only that part of his production that is 
sold in Australia, and he still has to compete 
with other nations on even terms, notwith
standing the disadvantage of heavy freights 
incurred in conveying the major portion of 
his production long distances to m3:rket. Aus
tralia consumes about 14,000 tons of dried 
fruits a year, and exports 66,000 tons. The 
growers of dried fruits at Mildura and else
whe're receive -a home consumption price--and 
it is not an unreasonable price--on only a 
small proportion of their production. Simi
larly, the Australian dairy farmer produces 
about 180,000 tons of butter each year, of 
which only about 80,000 tons is consumed in 
Australia. For the greater proportion of his 
production he has to take the price obtained 
in the open markets of the world; and those 
prices are reduced by the costs incidental to 
transporting the produce long distances. It 
will be seen, therefore, that in seeking to ob
tain relief from the present lopsided state of 
affairs, the primary producer is neither illogi
cal nor unreasonable. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co•operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions fcrt de~ 
straying of insect life in Dried Fruits are 
advised that Application No. 18731/34, 
dated 3rd Aug.ust, 1934, has been ap· 
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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AUSTRALIAN GOODS 

Report On Publicity Work 
In Bristol 

The Director of Australian Trade Publicity 
in the United Kingdom (Mr. Hyland) has 
issue· a pamphlet entitled «Efiterprising Shops 
in Bristol and District Selling Australian Sun-· 
Shine ·Products." It contains the names and 
addresses of approximately 6 50 individual 
stOres which stock Australian peaches, pears, 
apricots, apples and pineapples, dried vine 
fruits, wines, jams, butter, etc. The pamphlet 
stateS: .. It is not unreasonable to suggest that 
the people of this Motherland should buy as 
much as possible from their own kith and kin 
who have gone from these shores to produce 
in the Commonwealth sultanas, ·currants and 
r_aisins; butter, cheese, and eggs; caruied 
]?eache·s, pears, apricots and pineapples; 
apples and so on; and by so doing provide still 
lnore homes in Australia for British settlers. 

"For trade reasons alone, such purchases 
might be urged, as Australia has for many 
years been one of the best possible patrons of 
the British export trade, having bought for the 
10 years ended 1936 no less than one-four
teenth of Britain's total domestic export to all 
the world, a notable achievement for 6,775,000 
people; and having yielded to the Homeland 
during that period a total profitable balance 
of business from all sources of over £130,000,-
000. In spite of the depression of the past 
few years Australia is still, next to India and 
Sputh Africa, Great Britain's best customer. 

"Such a story cannot be told, except in a 
highly negligible degree, of any foreign coun
try, Britain's trade with foreign countries -in 

'1936 alone having produced, according to the 
latest figures avallable, an adverse visible trade 
balance against Britain of £248,000,000. 

"In common with the rest of ·t-he world 
Austra-lia still has economic difficulties to 
overcome, but she does not lack-nor ever has 
lacked-the desire and will to buy British 
goods in pieference ·to all others. The trouble 
is that. Australia's income, through the slump 
in commodity prices, fell greatly and made it 
impossible for her to contirlue buying from 
~broad on her ~t?rmer sCale. 

••If you would have Australia be, as she 
wOuld like to be, a bigger purchaser than ever 
of British goods, then it is for you to see that 
·she ·gairis that purchasing power by the only 
sOund means available to her, which is the in
Creased sale of her commodities. 

"Furthermore, if you woUld wish Britain's 
.s:urplu~ _people to_ have healthy homes on Aus
tralian lands, and the burden of maintaining 
the· unemplt?yed lifted from the British tax
payers' shoulders, then your wish might be 
realised by your buying the Australian fruits 
and dairy produce which come from the set
tlers' lands. In other words give the British 
settler· in Australia a . little of the business now 
going to the foreigner and the unemployment 
problem will- proceed. to solve itself. 

"We commend these thoughts to you know
ing that their truth and sincerity will appeal 
tO every right-thinking man and woman; to 
all, indeed, who have the well-being of our 
great Empire truly at he:art." 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulare 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 
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MUTUAL INTERESTS 

At the annual banquet of the London Dried 
Fruits Trade Association, the Chairman of the 
London Agency of the Export Control Board 
(Mr. F. L. McDougal, C.M.G.), who replied 
to the toast of "Our Guests," declared that 
although Australia was historically the young
est country producing dried fruits, she was a 
very lusty infant so far as q~aritity and 
quality were concerned. 

Referring to the growers as the·. "backbone 
of the industry," Mr. McDougall said it was 

these men who ran the risk of diseases, hail,. 
frost- or heivy rains. It was quite true that 
the trade in Englarid shared some of those 
risks, and it was for that reason that the 
growers' message to the gathering was that 
they definitely hoped and believed that they 
would be prosperous, because their prosperity 
was definitely to the advantage of the growers~ 

The growers wete very anxious to see that 
the whole business waS conducted efficiently 
and to the satisfaction of all engaged in it, SO> 

that the return to them would be something 
which they could regard as a living wage. 

""'''''"'''''''"""""'"'""'""""'""""'""'''""'"""'''''""""'""'''''''' '''''''''''''''''''''''''""''''''''''''"""'""''"""'''''""'''"'"'''''''''"""''''" 

AUSTRALIAN' STANO, British Industries Fair, Earls Court, London, February 21-
March 4, 1938. During this period _25,748-samples, accounting for £27ey_/8/7, were.c sold 

to 9540 people,. and 49 Br~t~sh _and 22 foi'eign trade inquiries were re_ceived. 

"''''''''""""'''""""'"'''""""'"""'''""<ll''"'''"""'''"""'''"'''''''''''' '''''''''''''''''''''''''''""""'''""'''''""""'''''''"'-''""'''""""·'·"'·"' ... '''''''''i' 

Advertising Of Australian 
Dried Fruits in Canada And 

New Zealand 

For some years past trade publiCity has been 
.ctively carried on in Canada in connection 
with Australian products. Under the direc
tion of the· Commonwealth Dried Fruits Con
trol Board, the Australian Trade Commissioner 
(Mr. L R. McGregor) arranges for the sys
tematic advertising of Australian dried fruits 
throughout the Dominion. 

The main objective of the publicity scheme 
is to interest Canadian housewive·s in the merits 
of Australian dried fruit and to encourage 
them to purchase it. This result is achieved 
through advertisements and editorial com
ments in trade papers, and the circulation 
amongst the cookery schools of cookery books 
containing recipes for the use of Australian 
dried fruits. Motion picture films consisting 
largely of scenes and data relating to the Aus
tralian dried fruit industry are frequently 
screened before business men's clubs, women's 
organisations and women's clubs and schools. 

At the Quebec In-dustrial Exhibition a spe
cial display of Australian dried fruit was made-. 
The printing in -the r.ecipe books, on the :films 
and the signs used in connection with the ex
hibition was in English and French. This ac
tion was much appreciated throughout the 
province by the French-Canadian people, who 
are large consumers of Australian dried fruit. 

It is in the AUstralian Court at the Canadian 
National Exhibition held at Toronto in August 

and September each yeir that Australian dried 
fruits are most promiriently featured. At the: 
last exhibition sultanas, lexias and currants, iri 
bulk, in paper bags and in cartons,. were dis
Played, together with interesting information 
regarding the development of the iridustry and 
the main localities of production. The im
portance of this exhibition can be realised 
from. the' fact that it is attended by over one 
and a half million P·eople·. 

At the instance of the Board, Australian 
dried fruits continue to be widely advertised 
in New Zealand. 

Displays at agricultural shows and exhibi
tions are amongst the principal forms of pub
licity. 

Reports received by the· Board from the Aus
tralian Trade C-ommissioner in New Zealand re
fer to what was done at the Auckland Show 
and the Hawkes Bay Show. In the AUstralian 
section of each show, Australian dried fruits 
were prominently displayed. The exhibition at 
Auckland extended over 10 days and- nights 
and was attended by about 1"&-0,000 people. 
The one at Hawkes Bay was limited to two 
days but attracted an. attendance of 23,000 
persons. 

Towards the end of the year retailers in 
about 3 0 of the main centres of distribution 
in the Dominion were supplied by the Trade 
Commissioner on behalf of the Board with 
mounted window cut outs featuring Austral
ian dried fruits in a most attractive form. 
These window cards were used to the fullest 
extent by retailers and constituted a very ef
fective form of publicity throughout the 
whole Dominion. 
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VICTORIAN STATE BOARD 
Annual Report Indicates a 

Difficult Year 
The rep<Jrt for the year ending December 193 7 fully indicates the reason for 
the costs being so heavy. Faced with what could be interpreted as a challenge 
to its powers the Board was forced to take action against those concerned in 
the purchase and removal of unprocessed fruit f,rom the State. The High Court 
decision on the case is of the greatest importance to growers and it is gratify
ing to know that it has consolidated the powers of the Board to the far-reach
ing advantage of the industry. 

The recently announced reduction in the 
levy to 5/- per ton for the 19 3 8 pack is in 
keeping with developments that have taken 
place along commercial lines towards the 
stabilisation of the industry. The costly work 
of policing should be considerably minimised 
and growers can, in these days of lower prices 
and increasing costs, appreciate the policy of 
t:he Board to keep the levy to a figure com
patible with its efficient functioning in the 
future. 

Sonrre of the features of the report that are 
of immediate interest to growers are set out. 

AFTERMATH OF PRIVY COUNCIL 
DECISION 

In consequence· of the Privy Council deci
$ion in James v. the Commonwealth, and the 
defeat of the Referendum, the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Act became a dead let
ter. There was, therefore, nothing to prevent 
a dealer from defeating the purpose of the 
quota provisions of the State Acts by selling 
the whole of his fruit within the Common
wealth. The State Acts lay down the maxi
mum proportions of dried fruits produced in 
any one State which may be sold in that State. 
Whilst the Commonwealth Act was in exist
ence, the remainder of the fruit was exported, 
and thus every grower got his fair share of 
the Commonwealth and of the export mar
'kets. The Privy Council decision, however, 
,did not affect the validity of the provisions of 
the State Acts. Realising that growers were 
likely to be misled by interested parties intent 
only on seeking their own gain, the Board, by 
press notices, circulars and public notices im
pressed on growers that the provisions of the 
State Act still held good. One of the prin
cipal reasons for the State Act is to ensure 
that dried fruits are processed and packed 
under hygienic conditions, and that the public 
is supplied with a product of high quality. 
However, despite the Board's warnings, a vig-

orous attempt was made in the :Mildura are·a 
to secure dried fruits which had not been so 
treated in a registered packing shed. It thus 
became more than ever necessary for the Board 
to see that the regulations were observed, and 
the strictest supervision had to be exercised in 
policing the Act in this State, which entailed 
considerable additional expense and greatly in
creased the administrative and office work. 
The Board was forced to prosecute four 
growers for selling to a South Australian 
dealer dried fruits which had not been properly 
packed ·and proqessed. Upon the growers ap
pealing to the High Court, the Court, by a 
four to on_e majority, held that the Board's 
regulations in this regard were valid, and were 
not an infringement of interstate trade (Hart
ley v. W a Ish, C.L.R. 57) . The Board also 
prosecuted the buyer of the fruit, who was 
fined £80 with costs. The effect of these judg
ments, following upon the Privy Council de
cision in James v. the Commonwealth, has 
been to emphasise that the States have much 
greater powers than they were previously 
thought to possess. 

VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 
To prevent the industry falling into a state 

of chaos through the breakdown of the hith
erto existing scheme of orderly marketing, a 
voluntary agreement was arranged, whereby 
dealers and agents undertook not to sell within 
Australia more than the quota determined 
upon by the Dried Fruits Board for sale in 
their particular State. It is pleasing to be able 
to record that the vast majority of dealers 
and age·nts in Australia signed this agreement, 
and have loyally abided by it. The cost of 
the administration of the agreement is, by 
arrangement, being borne by the Dried Fruits 
Boards of the producing States. The super
vision of the agreement has naturally involved 
the staff of the Board in a considerable amount 
of extra work and responsibility, but it is 

PAC& ED WEIGHTS bF FRUIT P.RODVCED JN THE Y.'l.RlOTS lR!tlGATIO.!\ DISTRICTS. 

Currants. Sultanas. I Lexiru;. Total. 

Dried Vine Fruits .• P~- I Pe< I ""· p". 
Tons. ~ntage centa.ge Tons. cen~ of Total Tons. ~~~~:l Tons dt Total of To 1 

P~tck. Paek. ' Pacl<. Pack. 

.Mildura District-
Mildura City and 

Irymple .. 3,058 42·1 7,533 23 8 ).321 32·2 11,912 2'(•6 
Merbein .. 2:181 30·0 6,949 2!·9 766 19·0 9,906 23·0 
Red Cliffs 1,563 21 ·;) 12.187 38·4 1.67! 40•7 15.421 35•8 

' 

6,802 93 6 26.669 S4 I 3.768 91 9 37,239 86 4 

Nya.h West 231 3·2 2,161 6·8 103 2·5 2,485 5·8 
Woorinen .. 204 2 8 2.612 8-2 171 4•2 2.987 6·9 
fresco and Lake BogS, 9 •I 272 9 5i 1·4 338 ·s 
Goulburn Valley .. 3 } a{ 13 1.. o{ .. .. 16 } I Mise€1la.neous . 22 8 J .. .. 30 

7.271 100 0 31,725 100·0 4,099 100·0 43,095 100·0 

gratifying to be able to report that, generally 
speaking, the agreement has worked satisfac
torily for the 19.37 season, although several 
small dealers and agents have violated its pro
visions. Under a voluntary agreement, the 
non-signatory is able to obtain an undue ad
vantage over the signatory who adheres to 
the agreement. For this, and other reasons, 
it is recognised tha_t a voluntary agreement of 
this nature can be regarded merely as a tem
porary expedient, and the interests of the in
dustry can only be adequately safeguarded by 
the early introduction of an appropriate sta
tutory system of control. 

ALTERNATIVE METHODS OF CONTROL 
In view of the Privy Council decision in 

James v. the Commonwealth, and following 
, upon the High Court decision in Hartley v. 
Walsh, the State Boards, in consultation with 
the leaders of the industry, set about evolv
ing some alternative scheme to take· the place 
of the invalid Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Act. An obvious solution of the difficulty 
would be a scheme of excise and bounty pro
vided under the statutory powers of the Com
monwealth. It is understood, however, that 
the Commonwealth Government is not willing 
to enact such a measure unless the States pro
vide supplementary legislation. The State 
Boards of Victoria, New South Wales, and 
South Australia were successful in their repre
sentations to have the whole question of alter
native legislation listed for discussion by the 
Agricultural Council at its Brisbane meeting 
in August, 1937. This resulted in the ap
pointment of a sub-committee, to which the 
Chairman of the Dried Fruits Boards were ap~ 
pointe'd. This sub-committee, at a later stage 
of the Council meeting, submitted a report, 
in which it outlined certain alternative pro
posals. Upon these proposals, the State Min
isters of Agriculture undertook to obtain 
Counsel's advice as to their validity. It is 
hoped that, at an early date, these opinions 
will be considered, and a satisfactory scheme 
drawn up for the preservation of the industry. 

That Australia cannot afford to have the 
dried fruits industry menaced by the possibility 
of failure is quite obvious to any one who has 
visited the dried fruits settlements. Apart 
from supporting a large number of primary 
producers in healthy conditions, the industry 
absorbs a very considerable quantity of Aus
tralian manufactured products, and gives both 
permanent and seasonal employment to a 
great many men and women. Furthermore, 
the huge sums of money invested by the Gov
ernments in this ideal form of closer settle
ment make the cOntinued success of the indus~ 
try most essential in order that the settlers can 
repay the . Governments the money advanced 
in the past, and so relieve the general tax
payer. More important still, failure in the 
industry would mean) ruin to thousands of 
steady-working and deserving closer settlers 
-a great proportion of whom are returned 
soldiers. 

ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING 
As pointed out above, one of the main func

tions of the Board is to prevent the sale of un~ 
processed dried fruits. Supervision in this 
direction has been continued, as in previous 
years, but, apart from the four Mildura cases 
previously referred to, there have been only a 
few minor offences throughout the State this 
year. Nevertheless, in the interests of the 
industry, the Board cannot ·afford to relax 
the inspection necessary to stop these breaches. 
The Board has adopted the policy of 
the offence. Only in cases of flagrant mis~ 
representation has a prosecution been 
lannched. It is felt that this policy ensures 
that the regulations regarding the description 
of dried fruits offered for sale are maintained, 
and, at the same time, retains the co-operation 
of the retailer. 
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Victorian State Board 
(Continued from Page 13) 

ADDITIONAL PLANTINGS OF DRIED 
VINE FRUITS 

For many years, every authority conne·cted 
with the marketing of dried vine fruits pro
duced in Australia has emphasised the danger 
of increasing the acreage at present under pro
duction. As 8;0 per cent. of dried fruits 
have to be sold in the overseas markets against 
world competition from low-wage countries, 
the problem of disposing of Australia's surplus 
pioduction is an ever present one. If the 
tonnage :is increased, it will become almost 
impossible to dispose of the additional quantity. 
Consequently, State Governments have hither
to discouraged any further plantings until ad
ditional markets are assured. This policy has 
been reaffirmed on many occasions since 1924. · 
Considerable disquiet, however, is affecting the 
dried fruits growers at the present time, as it 
is believed that attempts are being made in 
some quarters to undermine this policy. As 
the three States of Victoria, New South Wales, 
and South Australia are vitally concerned in 
this matter, any deviation by one State will 
naturally compel the other State·s to adopt 
similar action. The industry is not, and does 
not desire to be, a monopoly, but the reper
cussions of further planting, whether under 
Governmental or private auspices, would be 
disastrous, unless preceded by a concerted plan 
to secure new markets. 

DOOR CLASSING 
Growers and packers at Mildura have, for 

some time, been discussing the method of 
classing fruit at the packing house door, to 
which it is brought in sweat boxes by the 
grower. Hitherto, the fruit has been classed, 
prior to being taken into the packing house, 
by an employee of the packing house, It 
was suggested that the Board should officially 
take over this work of classing dried fruits at 
the door in the same manner as it supervises 
the grading of processed fruit. After several 
conferences with representatives of the grow
ers and packers to discuss the working out of 
the scheme, it has been decided that the Board 
will-

( a) license these door classers, and 
(b) appoint a grader in each district, 

whose duty it will be to see that the 
classing is being done efficiently and 
fairly, 

Any grower who is dissatisfied with the 
grade ·allotted to him by the door classer may 
appeal to the Board's grader. The inaugura
tion of this system should ensure the greater 
satisfaction of growers, and the smoother 

working of the task of supervising the pack
ing and grading of dried fruits within the 
packing house. 

SMALL PRUNES 
The market for prunes in Australia is be

ing rapidly developed, and it should not be 
many years before the whole of the Australian 
production can be consumed in the Common
wealth. Unfortunately, as with every other 
article of commerce, the demand for prunes 
is often destroyed by the marketing of ex
tremely small fruit which is mostly stone and 
tough skin. This Board would be willing to 
recommend that prunes over 100 to the lb. 
should be excluded from the market, but, until 
similar ste·ps are taken in New South Wales 
and in South Australia, any action by the 
Board in this direction would be futile. 

PUBLICITY 
The Board this year allocated the sum of 

£800 to pUblicity :within Victoria. The 
Joint Publicity Committee, which consists of 
representatives of the St-ate Boards of New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and 
Western Australia, and the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association, has spent £4,300 on pub
licity within the Commonwealth in addition 
to the three vans which the· Australian Dried 
Fruits Association maintain on the road. 

The Committee undertook displays at the 
Sydney, Melbourne, and Adelaide Shows, ar
ranged a large number of window displays in 
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 'and Adelaide, 
and distributed a considerable quantity of ad
vertising rna terial. 

It is considered that the money spent on 
publicity in the interests of the industry is 
money well spent. The Committee has de
cided to utilise new avenues of publicity by 
which it hopes to further stimulate the con
sumption of dried fruits in Australia. 

ACCOUNTS 
Careful administration of the Board~s funds 

has enabled it to place an additional £1,000 in 
its reserve. Compared with previous years, 
considerable savings have been made in many 
items ·although, unfOrtunately, following on 
the breakdown of the Commonwealth Act be
cause of the Privy Council decision in James 
v. The Commonwealth, legal expenses and the 
prevention of illegal trafficking have involved 
the Board in greater expenditure than in p-re
vious vears. The Board's revenue is contri
buted by the growers themselves, its operations 
are carried out without any cost to the State, 
and the Board feels, that it has a duty to the 
growers to see that value is received for the 
money which they contribute. 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMEN TS FOR YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1937 

PAYMENTS RECEIPTS 
To Balance Brougl1t Fwd. 

£ s. d. 

December 31, 1936-
£ s. d. 

AustraJian Consol<ida,ted 
Inscrilycd Stock . . . 5040 0 0 

£ s. d. 
Balance in 

Treasury 6610 0 3 
Less amounts 
paid not posted 
in Treasury 385 10 5 

6224 9 10 
Add Collections 20 16 U 

--- 6245 5 10 
£ s. d. 

---- 11,285 5 10 
Levy on Growel's, . . . . . . . . 12,251 8 2 
To adjust sailes, vine frui.ts 1,437 17 2 
To adjust sales., tree fruits . . 159 17 11 
Costs allowed in Cour-t cas·es, il-

legal trafficking . . . . . . . . . . 23 16 0 
Recoups on account Vic. publicity 47 6 0 
Recoup's miscellaneous· . . . . . . . . 117 5 8 
·Interest on inscribed •stock . . . . 179 0 3 
Repayments . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 0 5 0 
Profits on inscdbed stock . . . . 20 2 0 

£25,5~2 4 0 

By Cha"irman's allowance . . . . 
Board Fees ............... . 
Travelling Expenses·, car hire, etc. 
S1.taff Salaries! . . . . . . . . . . 
Insrpection Costs ....... . 
Rent ............. . 
PO'stages, te1'8phones, etc. . . 
General advertising . . . . . . 
E'lection expenses . . . . . . . . . . 
Services of Dept. of Agrioult¢.re 
Special inquiries, illegal trafficking 
Victorian Publicity ~. . . . . . . i· ... 
Contribution to Dried Fruits Joint 

Publicity Committee .. 
Legal e:x~penses . . . . . . . . 
Incidentals ......... . 
Balance at December 31, 

1937-

434 17 
288 9 
373 1 

1,330 11 
1.304 11 

278 3 
189 11 

18 5 
. 22 5 
'150 0 

1,600 10 
1,033 17 

4!100 0 
110 17 
586 10 

In additi"on, £50/1/Q was paid to Consolidated Revenue as application fee's' for reglsti-ation of pack-
-ing houses. , 

Audited and found correct, 
(Sgd.) E. S. KNIGHT, Auditor. 

February 26, 1938. 

(Sgd.) PARKER .T. MOLONEY, Chairman 
(Sgd.) W. CREMOR, Secretary 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 
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Danger Of Additional 
Plantings Averted 

DECISION BY VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT 
Leaders of the industry and growers, too,. 

are gratified at the decision of the Victorian 
Government to definitely keep the develop
ment of any new areas for dried vine fruits. 
production strictly related to the ability of the. 
industry to market its product at remunera
tive returns. 

This decision is the culmination of a long 
period of agitation by deputations and inter
views and has been made necessary at this. 
juncture by the action of a company formed 
to subdivide a large property at Robinvale
(Vic.) . This company advertised the sale of 
some 3 5 blocks, each of ~pproximately 2 5 
acres, with a promise of a water right t? grow 
dried fruits. Plans were circulated and the 
date of the sale .announced; to the serious 
concern of the industry, which this year is. 
faced with the disposal of a record crop of 
some 91,000 tons at prices that promise to be 
several pounds per ton lower than last year. 

At a meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits. 
Board the chairman (Mr. Parker Moloney) an
nounced that the/ Government had definitely 
decided not to make available water for the 
growing of ville fruits at Robinval_e, and that~ 
therefore, the proposal of the priv-ate company 
to settle blockholders on leases held there by 
the· Agricultural and Education Council would 
now be limited to the growing of produce 
other than vine fruits. The Board had done 
everything possible to impress upon the Gov
ernment the seriousness of the present position .. 
:Mr. Moloney said, and the dried fruits industry 
as a whole was very pleased with its action .. 
It was most difficult to dispose of the dried 
fruits already produced in Australia, and under 
pre·sent conditions any further increase in 
planting would have serious repercussions on 
the industry. 

Commenting on this announcement the 
Premier (Mr. Dunstan) said that restriction 
of the .areas devoted to the production of dried 
vine fruits is considered to be justified by the 
special circumstances of the industry. He 
added that, although the Government was op
posed to a policy of restriction, its action -in 
this case was necessary, as any extension of the 
plantings of these fruits would increase the 
difficulties associated with the marketing of 
that product. There w,as an understanding 
between South Australia, New South Wales 
and Victoria that no extension would be per
mitted >vithout previous notification to the 
parties of the understanding. If plantings 
were extended in Victoria the other States 
would probably take similar action. The Gov
ernment's decision, therefore, was in the best 
interests of those in the industry. 

1937 Adjustments 
At a recent meeting of the Board of the As

sociation it w.as arranged for the 1937 under 
and over export adjustment to be proceeded 
with on currants, sultanas, lexi-as, peaches and 
pears. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D,F.A. Session, 7 to 7,15 
p,m, (South Australian Time} every 

Monday Night 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers, 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 

Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berri, S.A. 
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"WATER INTO GOLD'' 
·Some Interesting Details 

The publication of "Water I"to Gold" 
has been of immense value to the industry. 
Letters of appreciation, covering many 
.angles of reaction to the Homeric stary 
told by Mrs. Hill, have ben received, and 
<>n analysis of the effect of the mess"ije in 
the book shows values-in terms of under
standing and goodwill to the industry
jar in excess r>f those of the originator of 
the thooght, Mr. Peter. Malloch, and the 
Federal Council, which body agreed to 
authorise its publication. Letters are still 
coming in, eulogising the book. 

"The first order submitted to the publishers 
was for 6000 copies. Of these, 1,250 copies 
were taken up by the Commonwealth Dried 
~ruits Control Board for distribution mainly 
overseas. 4,750 copies were acquired by this 
Association, and of these 4000 copies were sold 
to packing houses and 450 to agents. 300 
were used by the Board for propaganda pur
poses. A limited number of the first edi
tion was specially bound and copies presented 
to those who have rendered special services to 
.the industry-

"The trade edition of 2000 copies prepared 
,by the publishers was quickly sold out. Of 
this edition, 700 copies were purchased by 
·packers and agents and 13 00 copies by the 
Public. A third edition of 2000 copies has 
now been prepared by the publishers, and of 
this lot 13 0 copies have been purchased by 
packers. 

<(Summed up, 10,000 copies of the· book 
have been printed, and of these 6,830 have 
been taken up by the industry. Thus, from 
and Association point of view, the publication 
,has been a success. The charge on our funds 
jhas been higher than was anticipated. This 
. :was due to the fact that the book was 10,000 
~ords more than arranged for originafly, and 
,certain items of cost, such as preparation of 
:fllaps, counsel fees on phases of the work, and 
pther costs incidental to publication, were un
.foreseen. We also increased the remuneration 
Pf the author. The cost as shown in our ac
(counts for the year was £68.0, but this has 
.since been brought to £63 0 by the receipt of 
while, recording as it does the history of our 
royalties, and may be still further reduced. 

"It is felt that the work has been worth 
:industry, and creating goodwill throughout 
fhe Empire towards our products. Letters re
_ceived by our Boards indicate a favorable re
:ception by those who have read it, and p~ess 
;reviews have been most encouraging. An al
;bum of press cuttings, containing over 100 
.eulogistic comments, is available for inspection 
J'Y those who are intereste:d. 

The following letters from Sir Isaac 
Isaacs, G.C.M.G., and Mrs. T. W. White 
·.(wife of the Comomnwealth Minilter for 
·Trade and Customs) who is the daughter 

of the late Alfred Deakin, are indeed 
gratifying. 

Sir Isaac writes:-
! have acknowledged with warm 

thenks and appreciation the receipt of the 
copy of rrwater into Gold" you have been 
good enough to send me. I hope very 
soon to be lllble to read it through, but I 
can already see how well it has been 
thooght out, arranged and expressed. 

It will, I believe, prove a valuable and 
inspiring record. 

I have a keen recollection of the 
troubles that once beset Mildura, and it is 
one of the delightful memories of an 
eventful experience that" in some 1neasure 
I W.as instrumental in straightening tbem 
out. 

But the true ~~Gold" of the adventure 
W'aS the personal character of the men 
wHo planned it, and those who saw it 
through-their foresight, determination 
and ability. Np success can be too 
great for such an exampZe. 

With renewed thanks a11d congratula-
tion.s. 

Yours very sincerely, 
ISAAC A. ISAACS. 

And the letter from Mrs. White reads: 

I have delayed w-titing tbis note until 
1 had read ''Water into Gold" from cover 
to cover. 

It is with a deep feeling of pride and 
gratefulness that I have read Mrs. Hill's 
Vital story of Mildura and her tribute to 
the share my father had in its birth. 

As I also knew Mr. George Chaffey and 
his family intimately, it has been1 a great 
satisfaction to know that his vision and 
enterprise heve been so fittingly acknow
ledged. 

Nothing would have given my father 
greater pl'-re than the knowledge that 
so many fine Australians, especially so 
many men who had served their country 
in its greatest crisis, should be making a 
livelihood from the "harvests out of the 
heart of once-withered wastes." 

My husband and I are deeply grateful 
for the special edition of such a finely 
written history of a great undertaking, 
and ask the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Export Coutrol Board to accept our sin
cere thenks and appreciation,. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Sgd.) _VERA DEAKIN WHITE. 

An interesting reactiOn to the book was in
dicated by , a recent visitor to Mildura and 
Renmark. "It was because they had read the 
book that he and his wife had decided to in
clude the dried fruits areas in their itinerary 
for their holiday." ••To be quite candid," said 
Mr. Crowther, "we were inclined to be rather 
sceptical after perusing the book, thinking 
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that it might be somewhat exaggerated. On5! 
associates 'romances of settlement and pioneer
ing• more . .with America than ·A~stralia . .But 
we are astounded with your amaZing district 
and inten~ to continue Qur inspection of ~he;: 
areas .along the Murray/J 

'"fhe Associatiofi has exptt:!ssE!tl its apprecia
tion of the work of Mr. P. Malloch, who did 
so much towards the successful preparatio-n 
of the work by Mrs. Hill. · 

THE RECEPTION OVERSEAS 
While the original conception of the pub

lication of the book was to mark the Jubilee 
of the industry and to pay some tribute to 
those who pioneered it and to those who have 
carried it along, it was obvious that the work 
had the potentialities of cementing goodwill 
and better understanding amongst the wide 
circle of those who were, in some way, inter
ested in the industry. The action of the Export 
Board in taking a parcel of some 1,500 copies 
for presentation to these interests has had re
markable results. The perusal of over 700 ack
nowledgments, to date, from overseas and the 
Commonwealth immediately satisfies the mind 
that a far-reaching goodwill is established that 
must be of excellent value to the industry. 

Knowing the faithful acc;.ourit of our his
try as an industry, so well done by Ernestine 
Hill, it is not surprising that the story in the 
letters received is one of appreciation of the 
high standards set by the industry, its place in 
the Empire, and the service it sets out to ren~ 
der under its preferences granted by the United 
Kingdom and the sister Dominions-. The book 
has done what no amount of press publicity 
could ever attain-made us many more friends. 
Perhaps it is invidious to particularise, but 
even the sceptic would be convinced as to 
values-unsolicited-resulting in Canada where 
the Australian Trade Commissioner (Mr. L. 
R. McG!egor) kindly undertook to see that all 
those whose interests were, in some way, related 
to ours, were suie of having the story of the 
industry. It is not practicable to publish the 
replies in full-from vice-regal, pOlitical, busi~ 
ness, scolastic and personal sources, but 
several outstanding features are in
tensely satisfying. Perhaps the first and 
most impressive is the friendly standing 1vfr • 
McGregor enjoys with these many and varied 
interests-the invitations to lunch-to golf
to spend a day or so when next in--, to ad
dre·ss meetings on the industry-to send more 
copies to school libraries, lecturers, irrigation 
centres, clubs, staffs of firms, etc. The value 
of this can be appreciated. 

The name and memory of the Cha:ffeys is 
also a feature of these letters; many members 
of that family are represented or mentioned 
in the replies and the memory of the work of 
the brothers is still alive. From the business 
and political recipients comes the note of a 
better understanding; politically, of our place 
in the Commonwealth of Nations; in the 
.. Trade," an appreciation of the care taken to 
supply value. The reaction in the U.K. and 
New Zealand, as well as the Commonwealth, 
is equally satisfying. The Board is to be con
gratulated on its action. 

Marriages are made in heaven, they say. 
Perhaps that's why it's such a shock when 
the honeymoon coupJe eventually come down 
to earth. 
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Empire Producers' Conference 
Held in Sydney 

TWO DELEGATES VISIT MILDURA· 
The conference which was held in 

Sydney was attended by primary pro
ducers' representatives from all parts 
of tbe Empire. Thirty Australian or
ganisations were represented and nine 
overseas groups embracing many pro
ducer organisations. The dried fruits 
industry was represented by Mr. H. D. 
Howie and Major T. Steele, M.L.C. Mr. 
Howie was afforded an opportunity to 
address tbe conference on the general 
outline of the organisation of tbe 
A.D.F.A. and was asked to submit a 
printed detailed report on tbe subject. 
Included with each copy of this report 
was a pamphlet, ·"The Origin and 
Growth of the A.D.F.A. by Mr. D. C. 
Winterbottom. 

In his report to the Board of Management 
on his visit, Mr. Howie dealt with a speech 
by the leader of the British delegation, Col. 
Sir Reginald Dorman-Smith, M.P., who stated 
the attitude of the British farmer very clearly, 
and claimed that what he said represented 
also the opinion of the British Government. 

BRlTISH FARMERS' ATTITUDE 
He first stated that, with regard to the 

trade in the United Kingdom, preference 
would be given first to home production, then 
to Empire producers, and foreign countries 
thirdly. He very strongly emphasised the 
limitations of the British market, and stated 
that the British farmer could not contemplate 
a great expansion of imports into the United 
Kingdom, which would have the effect of low
ering the prices of all his commodities. 
_ He further stated he thought that, where 
industries were likely to go on increasing in 
production, it would be essential for them to 
find other markets than that of the United 
Kingdom. He thought that the method that 
the Meat Industry -had adopted, of regulating 
supplies, was one that should be applied to 
other commodities. In the case of meat, the 
Council had been formed, which had repre
sentatives of both Britain and -Empire interests, 
also representation from the Argentine. 

DRlED FRUITS NOT CONTENTIOUS 
SUBJECT 

ttAs the discussion developed,'' said Mr. 
Howie, .. I could see· that the problem which 
was -being discussed was not applicable to dried 

fruits as, with the exception of South Africa, 
Australia is the only Empire supplier to Great 
Britain, and we do not compete with the farm
ers' interest of that country. There was no 
dried fruits representation from South Africa, 
and I could not see that I could do very much 
by entering into discussions on wheat, wool, 
butter and eggs. Accordingly, I returned to 
Melbourne. 

The conference was planned to occupy 
about a fortnight, and I think my Board will 
agree with me that no good purpose could 
have been attained by my staying in Sydney 
for that petiod. Mr. Steele, representing our 
Association, agreed to attend different ses
sions, and also undertook, on behalf of the 
organisation, to present each overseas delegate 
with a copy of .. Water Into Gold." 

VALUE OF CONFERENCE 

From reports of the conference it would 
appear that it has had the effect of bringing 
the primary producers of the Empire clOser 
together arid has destroyed some of the mis
conceptions. A committee has been formed 
to carry out the proposals agreed upon. If the 
effect, in tenns of understanding, of the visit 
to Mildura of two of the delegates, is typical 
of that of visits of other delegates to many 
other industries, then the value of the confer
ence is considerably enhanced. These two 
visitors were entertained by the Mildura Dis
trict Council of the A.D.F.A. and during 
their stay in the district the fact that they had 
obtained an unusual insight into our industry 
was apparent from the comments made. 

Mr. P. F. Bredt, who is the Director of the 
Canadian Wheat Pool, said that he was ex
tremely interested and impressed in the or
ganisation of the Australian dried fruits in
dustry and had gained valuable points that he 
hoped to se·e applied to the wheat industry. He 
added that there was a definite desire by Cana
dians to use Australian fruit, especially in view 
of the fact that many of the settlements were 
soldier settler areas. 

Mr. G. A. Dobbin, of the Agricultural 
Union of Rhodesia, which body is associated 
with Overseas Farmers, London, spoke of the 
desirability of Empire producers aiming at a 
united front in the battle for world trade. 
The conference in Sydney, he said, had gone 
a long way towards this ideal. 

A wedding has been called "A public de
monstration of Strictly private intentions." 

The Farmer's Lament. 

Under its spreading hopeless debts 
The farmer's homestead stands; 
Its lord a mournful man is he 

As he ploughs his mortgaged lands, 
For the laws that seize his cream and cheese 

Are strong as iron bands. 

His face is thin and long and grim, 
And burnt like Pharaoh's bricks; 

HiS brow is wet" With honest sweat, 
His shins are blue with kicks, 

His toes are bent and crumpled up 
From kicking at the pricks. 

Week in, week out, from morn till night 
He toils to keep food cheap; 

He ploughs and harrows ere he plants 
For someone else to reap; 

And the only time he owns his soul 
Is when he is asleep. 

His children stay away from school 
To hoe his noxious weeds, 

Although they know they cannot earn 
Sufficient for their needs; 

They strive to slay the Bathurst burr 
Before the rascal seeds. 

He goes on Sunday to the yards 
With his little girls and boys, 

And they rejoice to hear his voice 
And the language he employs 

When a cranky heifer plants a kick 
On a spot where it annoys. 

Toiling and moiling and laboring, 
On'Ward through life he goes; 

He hopes to work for all he's worth 
Till his creditors foreclose; 

Then in six feet odd of earth 
Enjoy a long repose . 

uFarming First."~ 

ALMONDS 

A.D.F.A. Requested To 
List Them 

This matter was fully investigated by the 
Board of Management of the Association and 
in view of the fact that almonds are produced 
in small quantities and by growers scattered 
over a very wide area and that they can be 
merchandised without any preparation it is 
considered that there would be great difficul
ties encountered in the controlling of this 
fruit. 

Moreover, it was learnt that the duty on 
almonds in the shell, which came mostly from 
foreign countries, was 6d per pound, plus 10 
per cent. primage, and it was considered 
doubtful whether the Tariff Board could be 
induced to recommend a higher duty. 

It was therefore, decided to inform the 
Glossop branch that its request could not be 
acceded to by the Board. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL .•...• £100,000 
PAID-UP CAPITAL •.•.•.. £99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head OJlice at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Jcthnson's (lrymple) Dip 

We Supply AU Growers' Requisites 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society 
London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

Aurora for Service 
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