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The·;-Activities of the Association 
Priority Under National Security .. Deferred 
Maintenance on Properties • Sub-Standard 
Fruit for Distillation .. Sales to U.K .• Arbitra-

tion Court 

At recent meetings of the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. a number 
of matters were dealt with that are of immediate interest to growers. One 
of the most important is the question of what priority should be alloted to the 
industry; involving in effect the matter of supplies of material, labor, and 
Army releases. The question as to whether the industry can carry on effi
ciently under the present prior;ty is becoming a vital one. 

During the discussion on this matt·er it was 
very definitely indicated that the industry was 
being detrimentally affecte-d under the present 
set-up. 

A letter was received from the Mid-Murray 
District Council passing on a resolution in re
gard to the industry making. every effort to im
press on the Government the need to place the 
dried fruits industry in a higher priority in 
regard to its essentials to production. 

It was decided that action be taken to Con
stantly press for appropriate recognition of the 
position on the part .of departments concerned. 
Further to this d·ecision, it was agreed that, 
when informing the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture that it did not desire to change its 
previous nominations to War -~ricultural Com
mittees, to embrace the following in the let
ter:-

"In 9-iscussing the above matter, the Boar!} 
expressed concern at the position in regard to 
man-power for the working of properties in the 
dried fruit areas. Members from the several 
producting States who are associated with the 
War Agricultural Committe-e'S, were of the 
opinion that unless very early action is taken 
to expedite the release of certain key men to 
work on Properties, the production potentiali
ties of these properties will be definitely leS
sened. A surv,ey of the history o.f the 20,000 
man-power release shows that its value to
wards a solution of our problem has been negli
gible and it would appear that despite strong 
reCommendations in some hundreds of cases oy 
War Agricultural Committees, very fe·w re
leases have been made. 

Branches in 

All States 

"You ,will ha-ve access to all the records as 
to the merits of each case and will ·see the im
perative need fOl' meeting the position if loss 
of production is to be avoided. 

"My association feels that the divergence 
under the 20,000 man-power scheme having 
been , so ineffective, some action should be 
taken by t:he executiV'e of the War Agricultural 
Committee to meet the position." 

TAXATION DEDUCTIONS 

Deferred maintainence as an allowance for 
taxation purposes is a matter that is nation
wide, and indeed world-wide, in its incidence
most other Allied nations having accepted it as 
a fundamental to post-war rehabilitation. As 
the war is now in its fifth year the drain on 
reserv,es of plant, soil and human effort on the 
bloCks is becoming serious. Replacement of 
these essentials cannot be fully met and a 
time must come when growers will be faced 
with a large outlay to pick up arrears. Mean·' 
while, money that should now be used tO main
tain productivity cannot be used as the es.sen
tials are not available sufficiently to meet the 
demand. And so the grower is taxed on this 
money that he should be showing as a deduC
tion in his tax 1·eturn-no provision being made 
f'Or him to set aside funds to meet th-e lag ili 
maintainence of his property. 

A full case~. was submitted to the Treasurer, 
whose reply is as follows:-

"The question of g.ra'nting for the purposes of 
income tax a deduction on account of main
tenance charges ,V,·hic:h may be accruing, is one 
to which I have already given attention person-
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ally, and I am having further enquiries made. 
'·I am not ho-peful of being able to reach an 

early decision on the many questions relevant 
to this subject, but if it be decided that action 
is desirable. this will be reflected in legisla
tion introduced later in the year: Steps would 
be taken to ensure that, in the event of legis
lation being introduced, the postponement of 
a decision does not adversely aff·ect taxpayers." 

PARTIALLY DRIED FRUIT 

Sub-standard and partially dried fruits on 
.., l'acks, particularly in South Australia, has be

come a problem due largely to -shortag,e :lt: 
labor-and materials for rack construction in 
some areas-together with adverse weather. 

This matter was outlined to the board by 
::'l'lr. Sims, a South Australian member of the 
Federal Council. Mr. Sims stated that a posi
tion ha<l been reached in the River districts 
where the dehydration plants were unable to 
cope with the fruit, still on racks, that was 
unsafe and would be .~Jost if some action were 
not taken to have it diverted to distillation. 
He asked the board to set out a procedure not 
only for this fruit, but for sub-standard fruit. 

It was resolved: "That a letter be sent to the 
1\Hnister of Customs, asking for permission 
that sub-standard dried fruit should be treated 
on the same basis as in 1943, except that there 
should be no restlic.tive P'eriod covered by any 
order made ancl if possible an earlier date be 
made for the delivery of this fruit to distiller
ies and wineries." 

Partially Dri,ed Fruit: "That the Minister of 
Customs and Food Control be advised by letter 
that in South Australia there were quantities 
of sultanas and lexias that cannot be received 
by the packing houses for dehydration and are 
d·eteriorating rapidly on the racks and that 
these Ministers be a.sked that an order be made 
to permit wineries to receive immediately this 
fruit at a price not less than the fixed pri'ce for 
these varieties of fresh grapes." 

INDUSTRIAL QUESTIONS 

Arbitration Court matters and questions re
garding lo-cal d·isputes as to working conditions, 
etc., are dealt with special committees s·et up 
in the main centres of production, each acting 
in concert after consultation on the wider 
sphere of the attitude of the industry regard
ing any case that shall be that of the industry 
in regard to hearings by the court. This ar
rangement has worked efficiently for a consid
erable time. However, a position has developed 
to the extent that local disputes arise under 
wa:rtime conditions that call for immediate set-
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tlement if production is not to be affected 
detrimentaly. The settlement of these disputes 
i,n one area appears to have repercussions in · 
other -districts where conditioris migiht not be 
the same. This being :so it is apparent that 
some set-up should be evolved to meet the de
velopment. 

At th·e last meeting of the Board of Manag.e
ment this matter was dealt with following the 
receipt of letters from the Waikerie Branch 
(S.A.) and the Mid-Murray District Coun<:il of 
the A.D.F.A. (Vic.). 

It was resolved: "'That consideration be 
given to strengthening the dried fruits industry 
in its organisation t9 meet sudden demands 
from labor, not provided for in Arbitration 
Court Awards." 

UNITED KINGDOM SALES 
Sales to the United Kingdom an~ always of 

interests to the grower and the sales to this 
market of th!'!' 1944 fruit at approximately £3 
per ton rise are welcome. In a report of Mr. 
Youdale's address at Barmera (S.A.) it is stat
ed that the British Govern.ment are paying 
Turkey £112 sterl:iJlg for sultanas as a means 
of keeping this food from Germany. This 
fruit goes into the flat rate poOl with all other, 
including ours and th·e Lend-Lease supplies 
from America, that is sold at a flat rate to the 
British public, the Government carrying the 
subsidy on the Turkis'h purchases. Having 
regard to this we can appreciate the rise re
sulting from the negotiations between the Ex
port Control Board and the United Kingdom 
purchasing authority-which neg.otiations were 
based on the will of the Australia grower to. 
supply the Mother Country with food at cost of· 
production plus a reasonable margin. 

Advice having been receiv·ed from the Export 
Control Board in regard to these sales, 
the Boar·d of Management having regard 
to the fact that the sales are on a flat rate 
basis, agreed to urge shippers to adopt such a 
system of grade variations in payments to 
growers in all producing States, including 
We·st Australia, as win result in the greatest 
attenUon and care being tak·en in the produc
tion of fruit of the highest quality, to maintain 
the reputation of Australian dried fruits in ex
poTt markets. The board decided to circular
ise agents, setting out the method to be adopt
ed, so that the growers would obtain the dif
ferentials on their various grades, and that the 
association should invite independent pa.ckers 
to adopt a scheme similar to that of the as:so
ciation, as set out in the following resolutions: 

(1) "In vi'ew of tbe following announcement 
from the Export Control Board, that whilst 
sales to the United Kingdom are on a flat price 
for currants, sultanas ~d lexias for 1944 sea
son, grade value·s have be·en taken into account 
in determining p-rices to be paid by the Minis
try of Food and grades shipped will be a de
termining factor in prices for subsequent sea
sons, the board- r·ecommends to shippers-

" (a) To adopt such a policy in allocation 
of grades of fruit for the United Kingdom as 
will ensure the same high standards as in 
past seasons; 

"(b) To adopt a system of grad'e varia
tions in payment to growers as will ensure 
attention and care being giVIen to the produc
tion of fruit of the highest quality to main
tain tbe reputation of the indUBtry in export 
markets." 
(2) "'That an Export Grades Adjustment 

shall operate fD<r the 1944 sea:son to provi'iie 
for-

.. (a) An equitable adjustment between. 
agents in resp'ect to their sales of fruit over
sea as between 'premium' and 'flat price' 
markets. This p!hase of the adjustment 
would corvect anomalieS created by any 
agent s'elling a higher than average qu-ota of 
his high-grade fruit in a market offering a 
'premium' as against agents who sold similar 
fruit in a 'flat price' market. 

"(b) Premiums for grades of fruit higher 
than the lowest grad'e shipped to a 'fiat 
price' market." 
(3) "That the following grade premiums be 

adopted fo,r season 1944:-
Cur-rants 

1-crown .. .. Basis 
2-crOwn .. .. £2 0 0 a t~n ul!, on 1-crown 
3-crown ..... £4 0 0 
4-erown £8 0 0 

Sultanas 
1-crown .. Basis 
2-crown £2 0 0 a t~n u~. on ~.-crown 
3-erown .. £4 0 0 
4-crown £6 0 0 
5-crown £8 0 0 

Lexias 
Sweat Basis 

3-crown Basis 
5-crown £1 10 0 a t~n u~, on 3-cro.wn 
6-crown £3 0 0 

Packed Basis 
3-crown and 2-crown } B 

8
. 

Seedless a IS 
4-crown up . . £1 0 o 
5-crown up . . £2 0 0 
6-crown up .... £5 0 0 
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(4) "That all fruit delivered to A.D.F.A. p-ack
ing houses shall be received on the above con· 
ditions and all agents srhall be bound to the ad
justment." 

(5) "That Western Australia and indepen
dent selling organisations· be invited to partici
pate in this export grades adjustment plan, in 
furtherance of the policy announced by the 
Commonwealth nried Fruit Control Board." 

(6) "That tentative adjustments in accord
ance with the fol"eg.uing conditions shall be 
made when shipments warrant, with a final 
adjustment at the end of the season." 

CARBONATE OF POTASH 
The requirements of the industry are con

stantly being placed~ before the board whiC'!l 
makes the bulk request to the appropriate 
AuthoritY. At the January meeting of a com
mittee of the board an enquiry was received 
from the Directorate of MateriaLs Supply, Min~ 
istry of Munitions, regar-ding the stocks of 
carbonate of potash likely to be held by pack
ers at the 31st December, 1943, also the likely 
quantity to be required by pa~kers fo!l.' the pro-. 
duction of the 1944 season harvest. Action 
was taken in this regard. At a later meeting 
it Was reported to the meeting that tb:e require~ 
ments of packers and agents for the 1945 sea
son dried fruits harvest had been collected and 
a requisition for the necessary quantities sent 
to the Directorate ·of Materials Supply. The 
meeting- was informed that the quantities 
granted by the Dil'ectorate of Materials Supply 
had been apportioned to• packing houses and 
advice was received from the Directorate that 
it was expe·cted deliveri,es of all quantities 
granted would be completed by September. 
The board deci·ded to make a request to the 
Directol'ate for- fu~th{:'lr supplies and it was re· 
solved-

"That the Board 'Of Management of the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association make an 
urgent request to the Directorate of Materials 
Supply, that an immediate· release o.f part of· 
the authorised quantity of No. 10 f·encing wire 
be made, to e~nable growers to trellis young 
vines during the period before they have to 
t::ommence their pruning, also black ste·el 
sheets 24 gaug.e for manufacture of -dip tins." 

STARLING MENACE 
The automatic acetelyne exploder as means 

of combating the starling menace that has 
developed with the drainage outfalls in the 
fruit areas has been a matter before the board 
for some time. Information from American 
res~arc:h authorities indicates the efficiency of 
this machine which is very cheap to run and 
needs very little aUention. The secretary has 
reported his enquires with several American 
experts now in Australia, and with the Game
and Fisheries Branch-together with inter
vi·ews with the Customs. Consideration was 
given to the question of trapping, but as the 
starlings are mainly located · in Cumbung'ie 
swamps, this appears out orf the question. Mr. 
Mulvany, of the Export Control Board, has 
been '"·orking on this matter with the Com
merce Department at the request of the asso
ciation, and it is now reported that a lieence 
to import an explod·er has been obtained from 
the Division of Imporrt Procurement-the Ex
port Board has thfs matter in hand. When the 
machin,e is available controlled trials will be 
conducted at a heavily inve·sted area at Red 
Cliffs. The purclhase of the machine will be 
met by the aS!SOCiation. 

MARKETING PROBLEMS 
Merchant matters were d8alt with by the 

board, most of the items being of a routine 
nature. However, as the success of the Asso
ciation lies to a great extent in its ability to 
CO!Iltrol distribution with the co,operation of 
the merchants, it is of interest to Set out some 
items in this regard. 

Mr. Howie reported that he had the previous 
day met representatives of the merchants a.nd 
thad discuss·ed a number of items of- current 
interest. ~ . 

The merchants representatives ·present ex
press·ed satisfaction at tlile way fruit was_ being 
made available, and geuerally with present 
trading conditions. 

Mr. Howie stated he had assured the mer
chants' repres'entatives that every effort was 
made by association agents to arrange prompt 
distribution of any lo-w-grade tree fruits which 
were released by the authorities for civilian 
trade, and that g,ood progre-ss Was being. mad·e 
in this regard this season . 

DEFERRED DISCOUNT ON DELIVERIES 
~ AFTER THE 30th. NOVEMBER 

A letter 'Was reCeived from th'e New South 
Wales Dried Fruits Merc!hants' Association, 
asking that- the reduction of l l)er c·ent. per 
month made on ,deliveries ·of season 1943 fruit 
effe·cted after the 30th Nov'ember, should be 
waived. It was decid,ed that di·stributing 
agents should receive the full deferred discount 
on deliveri·es representing releas·es of fruit for 
season 1943, which were not mad·e in time to 
allow of delivery being completed prior to the 
30th November last. It is to be understood 
that this concession is· not to be taken as a 
precedent an·d is made solely on a~eount pf 

the sp·ecial circumstances at present prevail
ing. 

APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTERATION 
Queensland Country Traders Ltd., Brisbane: 

An application was receiv'ed from Queensland 
Country Traders Ltd. for registration as an 
A.D.F.A. distributing agent and it was decided 
to write to this company stating that their ap
plication wot1ld be plaoed before ·the next full 
meeting of the Board of Management and that 
in the meantime an assurance be asked of them 
that any fruit received would be distributed 
entirely in accordance with A.D.F.A. terms and 
conditions. 

The Victorian Hospitals' Association, Mel• 
bourne: An appli~ation was received from the 
Victorian Hospitals' AsSociation for registra~ 
tion as a sub-distributor. Th·e meeting was 
advised that the Victorian Hospitals' Associa
tion at present purchased their fruit oil the 
10-t-on basis and it was consid,ered that this 
was the correct basis for this purchaser, con~ 
sideling the service supplied in the delivery 
of the fruit to• city, suburban and country hos
pitals. 
CURRANTS AND SULTANAS IN CARTONS 

A letter received from the Flederal Dried 
Fruits Distributors' Association of Australia, 
embracing reports received from various State 
associations was -duly co.nsidered. · 

It was noted that New South Wales and 
more particularly Brisban·e (embraCing distri
butors as far north as Bun-daberg) streSs the 
desirability of merchants being allowed to con
tinue distribution of fruit in cartons. It was 
claimed that such a method of packing was 
essential to provide for dried fruits reaching 
consumers in humid clim~tes ·in good condi
tion. After discussion, it was agre·ed ·to bring 
the replies received under the notice of the 
Department of War Organisation of Industry. 

Amongst other matters dealt with ave the 
following:-

BOXES 
Mr. C. H. Tutton, Co-ordinator of Timber 

Control, attended the meeting and submitted 
a statement of factors adversely affecting the 
prospect of suppUes of box ·timber for 1945 
season pack. He recommended that the in
du·stry take action to procure a substantial 
portion of box timber in shook from Canada. 

It was agreed that Co-operated Dried Fruits ,, 
Sales Pty. Ltd. ·on. b-ehalf of the association, be 
requested to arrange for importation of hem
lock sides and ends (in 'Shook) for 1~ million 
boxes for Victoria and ~ millions for South 
Australia. 

"SAVE THE FORESTS" CAMPAIGN 
A letter from Sir Herbert Gepp, Chairman of 

the Finance ·Committee of th-e "Save the 
Forests" Campaign was received. Members 
expressed the view that it was desirable the 
·ass'Ociation should giv,e its support t0 this 
campaign, in view of the importance of the 
protection of Australian Forests having regard 
to the large quantity of timber required annual
ly by the industry. It was resolved "That the 
sum of £10/10/ be donat•ed.''' · 

VINE FRUITS - SEASON 1944 
A statement was submitted showing the lat

est pack estimates of cu;rrants, sultanas and 
lexias and a discussion took place regar.din.g, 
the allocation of the crop to the various max
kets. In view of the inc!'lease over the pre
liminary estimates reC"eived, it was deci-ded to 
make a request for an additional quantity to 
be available for the Commonwealth mark,et. 

The chairman expl"essed the pleasure of all 
present that Mr. Sumner was able to be :pre
sent, and expressed the wish that it would 
not be long berore he was abl•e to report a 
complete recovery. 

PUBLIICITY 
A report was received on the •work carried 

out by the Dried Fruits Publicity Committee 
during the· past year. The discussion wlhich 
ensued made it cle'ar that the meeting was {.f 
the opinion publicity work should continue, and 
it was resolved "'That tbe association should 
c·ontribute the suril of £100 to th·e· Joint Pub
licity Committee for the next twelve months." 

VINE FRUIT PRICES - SEASON 1944 
A full discussion took place of the case to be 

submitted to the Prioes Commissioner concern
. ing prices for dried vine fruits, season 1944. It 
was decided that Mr. Jones would visit Can
berra on the 9th and lOth February, to present 
tJhe case for the association. Mr. Malloch was 
a:sk,ed to. accompany Mr., Jone·s if it were pos
sible for him to leave MUdura. 

PRUNE PRICES- SEASON 1944 
A discussion took place in regard to prices 

for prunes, seasom. 1944, and it was finally 
agreed as follows:-

(1) Approach the Prices Commissioner for a. 
general increase of £3/10/ p·er ton as repre· 
senting increased cost of production, such fig
ure being based on a 3§-1 drying ratio as ap
plied to the £1 per ton recently granted . by 
the Commission,er, in respect to price for 
plums .foil' jam or Canning~ 
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(2) In view of the big variation in over-run 
obtained by the various prune interests, as 
shown by statements rece-ived, it was agr:eed 
it was impossible to y.ecommend a uniform 
price for dry pack (as the fruit is received 
from the grower) in drums as required by the 
Services for season 1944. It was felt that the 
adoption of an avera~e over-rui:J. would penalise 
some growers, whilst benefiting others, and 
that it would be impossible to justify an. appli
cation for prices based on the highest over-run. 
It was, therefore, agre,ed it would be desirable 
to leave each pool to negotiate direct with the 
Director of Service Foodstuffs in regard to spe
cial packing of Service requirements for sea
son 1944. 
SPECIFICATION OF FRUIT FOR SERVICE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR SEASON 1944 

The circular issued by the ·Commonwealth 
Food Control was read to the meeting and the 
matter was 'again discusse·d by memhers pre
sent. It was pointed out by some members 
that in agreeing· to this specification at the 
Dee€mber Boa\d of Management me·eting, the 
intention was that the conditions regarding 
mo1sture content and sulphur content for dried 
fruits were considered reasonable, but the· 
board did not intend that ag.ents sh'Ould be 
asked to guarantee fruit delivered conformed 
to such specification. During the discussion 
it .yas pointed out it was impos"Sible for agents 
or packers to guarantee that the fruit handled 
would conform to the specification-s named as 
regards ·moisture content 'Or sulphurwdioxide 
content, without very- exhaustive tests. It was 
felt (hat in view of the varying nature of fruit 
delivered by growers, whilst every effort would 
be made to conform to the specifiCations laid 
'down, it wo•uld be a sheer impossibility to 
guarantee that all fruit would conform to same. 

ALLOeATION OF SEASON 1944 PACK OF 
VINE FRUITS 

A report of a meeting convened by Mr. 
Critchley at the Commonwealth Food Control 
offices and attended by Mr. H. R. Jones as 
A.D.F.A. representative was submitted to the 
meeting ana the chairman thanked Mr. Jone:s 
for the information contained in this report. 

SEASON 1943 SUPPLIES OF DRIED VINE 
FRUITS IN SYDNEY SUBURBS. 

In November last when Mr. G. J. Evatt, 
chairman of the New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board was in Melbourne, he discuss-ed with the
secretary, the question of retailers in Sydney 
suburban areas receiving the correct ration of 
dried fruits for season 1943 from the various 
wholesale houses. After discussion Mr. Evatt 
agre·ed that a member of the board's staff 
would call on various retailers and ascertain 
whether they had any c'Omplaints regarding de
liveries. The following extract of a letter re
ceived from Mr. Evatt as chairman of the New 
South v.·ales Dried Fruits Board, was read to 
the meeting:~ 

"In accordance with the arrangements made 
during our discussion at your office early in 
November last, I desire to advise that a con
siderable number of complaints received from 
grocers and pastrycooks respecting, inability to 
secure supplies of dried vine fruits has been 
investigated by the staff of the board. You 
will be pleased to know that in each case 
•wh·ere the grocer or pastrycook was entitled to 
additional supplies of fruit·s, the co-operation 
of the warehouses concerned was secured and 
the matter adjusted. In quite a number 'Of 
instanc·es it is ascertained that the grocer or 
pastrycook had received full quotas and m 
each of these cases, it was evident that their 
di-sappointment, occasioned by failure to secure 
additional supplies over and above the quotas 
was tempered by the knowledge that competi
tors were subject to similar quotas." 
INTERSTATE CHARGES- TREE FRUITS 

SEASON 1944 

A letter was received from an agent, point
ing 'OUt that releases of quantities of tree fruits 
were being made by the Commonwealth Food 
Control for c.ivilian trad-e in the various States 
and it was resolved "That in view of increasing 
quantities of low-grade tree fruits released for 
civilia-n trade, it is necessary to reintroduce tr:.te 
system of av-eraging delivery costs over all 
grorwers of tree fruits in each State." 

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 

During the absence of Mr. Sumner, who is 
now 1·eported to be imProving, it was agreed 
that Mr. Russell, a-s accountant, carry on in 
charge of the Head Office, Mr. H. R. Jones, at 
the request of the chairman, agreed to act in 
an advisory capacity to the Head Office during 
the absence of Mr. Sumner. 

Appropriate arrangements were made in re
gard to the ass-ociation's several banking ac
counts. 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

MEETING 
Included in the lengthy agenda dealt with at 

the meeting. of the NeW South Wales Dried 
Fruits Board held at Sydney on the 25th and 
26th May, 1944, were matters of vital import
ance to the· ·dried fruits industry during the 
postw<.tr period. 

MANPOWER POSITION 
The manpower position in producing districts 

has receiv·ed the constant attention of the 
board. Harvesting operations had been co::n
pleted and with the dehydration facilities avail· 
able in the principal producing districts it wa.s 
anticipated losses would be negligible. -Never
theles·s the position has to be faced that had 
we'ather conditions not been favorable the 
shortage of exp·erienced labor must have in· 
valved severe l'oss of much needed dri-ed fruit. 
In view of the high -value placed upon dried 
fruits as an essential food,stuff, the board is of 
opinion that a high·er priority for the industry 
is warranted. It was decided that representa
tions to this end be ·continued. 

ATLANTIC CHARTER 
The possible affect of certain provisions of 

the Atlantic ·Charter and ·Mutual Aid Agree
ment on Empire preferences on dri-ed fruits 1s 
a matter -of concern to the board and to all 
interested in the indu·stry. The recent an
nouncement by Mr. Churchill to th·e effect that 
Empire pref-erences will not be effected· by the 
Ch'arter is of major importance. The board 
decided that the position of the industry gene· 
rally be kept under notice of the Government 
as has been done in other producing States. 

POST W,AR RECONSTRUCTION 
It is the opinion of the board that future 

plantings of vin,es and trees for the produc· 
til>n of dried fruits should be considered on an 
Australian wide basis by an appropriate body 
·with which the dried fruits industry s:hould be 
associated. Planned d-evelopment appears 
essential during the post-war ·period in particu
lar, if chaotic conditions in the industry are 
to b(~ avoided. Recent action taken to this 
end \;·as detailed by the chairman, who was 
authorised to continue present Hues of action 
in furtherance of the proposal. 

DISTRIBUTION OF DRIED VINE FRUITS 
Report by the board's inspeCtor in reference 

to distribution of dried vine fruits was noted. 
A co.nsiderable number of complaints by re
tailers during recent months respecting inabil
ity to Obtain supplies was investigated and with 
a few exceptions adjusted in accordanCe with 
the ration basis. In view of the essential 
overseas demand it was f-ound necessary by the 
Commonwealth Gover.nment to limit the quan
tity of dried currants, sultanas and raisins 
available for civilian· consumption during 1943. 
The allocation was, however, in excess of the 
tonnage consumed in Australia during immedi. 
ate pre-war years. Supplies to warehouses 
and retailers are now based on the deliveries 
to each trader durii:tg 1942. It is anticipated 
that the tonnage available f'Or- the civilian trade 
during the present year will be equal to that 
of 1943. 

MOISTURE CONTENT- DRIED PRUNES 
The chairman reported that an equitable ad

justment had been made in trhe price of dried 
prunes packed in drums for service use, thus 
ensuring maintenance of growers' price levels. 
Packers have experienced some difficulty i:n 
fully meeting the new specification covering 
moisture· content and had found. it "necessar-s: 

; 

to approach the Service Authorities with .-a 
view. to some modification of the specification. 
So far as civilian supplies which may be releas
ed, <}re concerned, the -·board's requirements· 
regarding mo•isture content remain unaltered. 

GENERAL 
A number of applications for registration of 

new dehydrators was approved. During re
cent years the proportion of the prune crop 
tre'ated iu dehydrat-ors has shown a definite 
increase. The plants eertainly represent an · 
insurance against adverse weather conditions 
during the drying ·season. 
. It was decided to recommend refusal of an 
application for a new· packing house in the 
metropolitan area. 

H.eport by the Auditor-General covering the 
board's acco1mts was noted as sati-sfactory. 

Contribution o-f £100 to the funds of the 
Dried Fruits Publicity Committee was approv
~·d. lt was considered th'at complete ces·sa.
tion o'f publicity would he detrimental to the 
future of the industry, despite present condi~ 
tions. The Publicity Committee has esta.b· 
!ished a special trust fund for immediate post· 
war use. 

The board decided to continu·e. the special in~ 
spection service to a limited enent as during 
last year. This work i-s .designed to ensure 
compliance with requirements of the dried 
fruits Act and Regulations. by traders and as a 
preventative of illegal trans·actions commonly 
referred to as "bootlegging:~ 

Income and expenditure stat'ements covering 
the present year were dealt With in d·etail. 
Schedules co.ncerning contributions paid and 
quotas met were noted as ·entirely satisfactory. 

A number of miscellaneous and routine mst
ters also received attention. 

The opportunity was taken by members to· 
offer personal congratulations to the chairman, 
Mr. G. J. Evatt, on his appointment as Deputy 
Controller of Food, New South Wales. They 
h'ad been pleased to know that the appointment 
would not necessitate severanc'e of his connec
tion with the board. 

The board accepted· a.n invitation to visit the 
Home bush Laboratory of the Council for Scien
tific and Industrial Research. It was note·d 
that work at present in :hand at the Laboratory 
included much which should prove -of vttlue to 
the d1·ied fruits industry in the near future. 

HUME DAM INCREASE CAPACITY 
RECOMMENDED 

T-he conference of Federal and State Minis· 
ters in Melbourne recently, recommended that 
t•he capacity of the Hume Reservoir be in
cra,s·ed from 1,250,000 acre feet to 2,000,000 
acre feet as a post-w.ar work. 

However. 'it was provided that the a-dditional 
water should be used to meet present obliga
tions under the River Murray Agreement and 
a. reServe for drY years, to be used. at the dis
cretiOn of the River Murray Commissi,on. 

The Deputy Chai-rman of the Commission 
('Mr. T. Hill) said plans to increase the capa· 
city would involve d~velopment WOT·k over a 
long period and costing £1,150,000. The pri
mary object was protection against drought. 

Another recommendation orf the conference 
was that the capacity -of the Lake Victoria 
inlet ohannel be increased to approximately 
double the present size. 

INCOME TAX DEDUCTIONS 
Employers should not the following:~ 
(1) Tax _stamps must be· deducted as from 

April 1st, 1944. 
(2) The rates to be deducted are the same 

as those which operated last year. 
(3) F1·esh declarations re deductions in res

pect of dependants must be signed for· ·each · 
employee who can make such claims. 

(4) An employer with ten or more ·employees 
must apply for registration as a group befor-e 
June 14th. Trhese employers after that date 
will operate under a new system, inasmuch as 
they will be required to make deductions from 
the staff's wages- and make returns monthly to 
the Taxation Department, together with a 
cheque for the amount -deducted. 
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Marketing, Today and After the War 
Mr. Youdale's Address 

\Vholesale 
to Murray 

Members 
River 

the 'guillotined hardwoOd, had arrived in _a 
"broken down" condition, being hooped in some 
instan6es. The fibre of the wood appeared to 
have been destroY'ed. Others arrived with the 
lids broken a few inches from the ends; These 
were probably the pinus boxes. The trouble 
would probably be- l'emoved by the use of 
thicker boards. Unloading· under war· condi· 
tions no doubt contributed to the damage. (Fmm "Murray· •Pioneer")' 

Mr. R. H. Youdale (general manager elect of the Overseas Fanners Co-op. Dried fruit prices had shown comparatively 
small increases on pre-war prices, and did not 
seeni likely tu show much fluctuation- up or 
down. 

Federation Ltd.) recently addressed a meeting at Barmera. The attendance 
comprised representatives of the dried fruit interests of the Murray River 
Wholesale Ltd., and Mr. Youdale gave an interesting and enlightenirig talk on 
marketing today, as well as dealing at some length with the prospects of the 
post~war era. 

The averag·e cost of commodities in the 
United Kingdom today required the expendi
ture of 28/- to 29/ to £1 pre-war. Some com~ 
m0dities liad increased by up to 50 per cellt., 
but food prices had, in the.- main, been kept 
do-wn. The Britis:h Government was spending 
up to £150,000,000 per annum in subsidising 

Introducing. Mr. 'Youdale, the chairman, ·Mr. 
R. D. Sims referred to his long and close asso
ciation with ·Overseas Farmers Co-o'P .. Fed. Ltd. 
and expressed regret concerning the illness of 
Mr. Gough. 

Mr. Youdale. addressing the meeting, said 
he was pleased to be back in his native Austra
lia. He referr·ed with regret to the illness of 
Mr. Gough, and said his condition 'Was a contri
bution to his country's needs. 

The ordinary marketing of our products, in 
United Kingdom, h-e pointed out, was suspend
ed. It was realised that ·food was an ess-en 
tial commodity -of war, and it had been n~eces
sary to establish certain controls. Allied 
Nations realised that ·some measure of co
operation amongst them was necessary to 
avert another war. England and America sup
ported by th-e other Allies had consequently 
fnrmed the Combined Food Board. Its func
tion was to see that available food was placed 
where needed most. 

The furlctioning of the United Nations Re
lief and Rehabilitation Administration was the 
rehabilitation of Europe- in the immediate 
post-war period. The United Kingdom Com
mercial Co-operation was a buyer for the Unit
ed Kingdom. As an example of their work, 
they purchas,ed sultanas from ·Turkey at £112 
per ton, to prevent them going to Germany. 
Turkey had taken advantage of the war :pos'i
tion to this extent. 

The Hotspring -Conference, whi-ch had sup
ported co-operativ·e marketing, :had been a 
meeting, of 43 Allied Nations The Ministry 
of Fo_od, which btl.d been using Mr. G·ough and 
members nf the Uverseas Farmers Co-op. Fed
erations' staff, inclndi:ng ).Ir. Parsons, ha:'i 
bought and -distributed food. All these activi
ties indicated a beginning in the fulfilment of 
the Atlantic Charer. Complett'l isolation waS 
no longer possible. Continents had been 
closely linked by aviatton and fast ships. 
Some co-operation amongst nations was there
fore necessary. 

FINANCE 
'There- was likely to be some contro-l of inter

national finance after the war. Probably by 
the pegging of exchang.e, and the prohibi
tion of trading in international Curren
cies as commoditi<es. Britain ihad lost about 
t•wo-thir,ds of its O'Verseas investments, and be
in·g poorer would have· to turn to its own agri
culture. Production had been double, and Bil
tain now produced five-sevenths of its food. 
The agricultural deV1elopment which Was likely 
to remain was particularly -in milk, c-oarse 
grains, vegetables an-d some fruit. In all this, 
there was no threat to dried fruit. 

Although present war organisations would 
tumble, probablY progressively, some form of 
international co-operation would emerge. 
DRIED FRUIT CONSUMPTION INCREASES 

The M.O.F., which was ·a war organisation, 
was formed to ensure that every p·erson, rich 
or poor, would get 'a fair share of available 
commodities, and that prices would be· kept 
witlhin prope-r limits. Under M.O.F. distribu
tion, dried fruits had gone into most homes, 
and the consumption had increased from 170,-
000 t'ons: to 200,000 tons p-er annum, and is the 
only major food which h-as been increa-sed in 
the U.K. during wartime. There had been a 
close study of fo-od nutrim-ent values, rwith par
ticular attention to concentrated f-oods. The 
use of concentrate-d foods has saved an enor~ 
mous amount of shipping. Dried frUit had been 
ranked high as l'legards nutriment value. A 
cross check on th-e health of children in the 
·United Kingdnm had shown that the children 
were better in health, both as regard·s height 
and weight, under th'e studied diet than they 
were previously. The additional use of ma
chinery in industry had reduced physical. effort, 
and the people were turning to ligihter foods. 

LIKELY COMPETITION 
A survey of tbe likely competition in the 

United Kingdom dried fruit mark·ets showed: 
Greece-Although there was little information 
it was probable that the vineyards were out of 

condition. particularly on account of fertiliser 
shortag1e, arid it may be s·ome time after the 
war before they were rehabilitated. Califor
nia-Vineyards were incre<i:sing as-a result or 
high prices,- but a strong position would in
creasingly attract a portion of the output to 
vine production. Turkey-Probably normal. 
South Africa-Increasing. Competition was 
not likely to be less, but the demand would be 
greater. 

Australian producers must maintain good 
quality and packing to compete. Sultanas 
had been satisfactory, but improvement i:u the 
quality of currants was- -desirabl,e. 

;The present distribution of dried fruits in the 
United Kingdom was controlled by the Mini·s
try of Food. For the first handling of impor
tations, the National Association of Dried 
Fruits Po-rt Services was formed from the ex
isting importers and brokers. The O.F.C.F. 
was closely associated with this ~war time body. 
The Millistry created nine -self~Co,ntained sec
tions, from which dried fruit wa.s being dis
tributed to each area· equitably as available. 
The last allocation was 12 ounces every eight 
weeks per person. The retailers were selling 
it on the "points" system. 

T11e diet in th·e United Kingdom at present, 
said Mr. Youdal,e, although flat and uninterest
ing, was he3:lthy. The. cost of rationed foods 
could not exceed "3/3 per person per week, in
cluding 1/2 for meat. Bread and vegetableo; 
were not rationed, and the people were stand
ing up to war strain very well. Mr. Yorudale 
spoke in very hig.h terms of the fortitude and 
grand national spirit of the British people. 

HOW QUICKLY WILL TRADE REVERT TO 
NORMAL 

On the question of how quickly trade iS like
ly to rev,ert to normal, the speaker said con~ 
trol would probably continue for two years 
after the cessation of hostilities, or until sup
ply and demand balance(l. The British Go
vernment did not intend to be the Nation"l.l 
grocer indefinitely. The unwinding might be 
gradual or possibly more sudden in some com
modities. 

QUESTIONS 
Replying to questions, Mr. Youdale said that 

although some of the boxes used for the !Ship
ment of dried fruits had arrived in dama@ed 
condition, the M.O.F. realised that the best 
available were being used. There were two 
cla-sses of box,es. Some 'which were pro-bably 

foodstuffs. · 
Public opinion was that taxation would not 

be reduced for some years. 
The prices paid in the United Kingdom for 

CalifDl'nian fruit cannot be given, as the fruit 
was :imported un-der Lease-L8nd. 

The prices paid by the consumers for dried 
ffuit are flat- for all grades. Vine· fruits aver
age 9d. lb. and tr-ee· fruits 1/-. 

The price paid by the Ainerican _Govern:Dient 
to packers in California fot apricots was 700 
dollars per ton f.o.b. factory. This did not 
necessarily reflect retail values, because the 
American Government was also subsidiSing 
food-stuffs. 

O.F.C.F. 
quantities 
past. 

could normally sell much larger 
of apricots shipped to them i.n the 

The prospects of selling Australian seeded 
raisins in the United Kingd·om was excellent. 
The quality of the pre-war s(hipments h'ad 
created an excellent impression and the de
mand was just heginning to grow. 

Cartons of sultanas were .not recommen-ded, 
because this was done by U.K. buyers of fruit 
purchased in bulk_ 

Mixed fruits which were known as fruit 
salads, were prepared in England from im· 
ported fruit in bulk. 

VOTE OF THANKS 

The chairman proposed a vote-_of thanks for 
a very thoughtful and helpful address. 

Replying, Mr. Youdale said it always- had 
been, and would be the aim of O.F.C.F.-tn work 
only in the interests of those ·shipping to them. 
He consi-dered hls visit woul-d be helpful to 
O.F.C.F., an-d suggested the desirability of 
visits from Australia to London of those inter
ested in the various commoditie-s shipped to 
the London Federation. 

The erect angle of young leaves protects 
them from losing moisture and presents less 
surface to sunlight. 

A new underground oil refinery will turn out 
about 30,000 barrels of petroleum products 
daily. 

Luminous labels for bottles used in photo
graphic dark-rooms are a new time-sav,er. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for A:bsentees. Valuations! Made 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 
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Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
Fifth ··Annual Report 

The slight margin 'between success and failure in the harvesting and hand
ling of the 1943 season's crop is emphasised in the annual report of the Vic
torian Dried Fruits Board. The exceptionally long season had been the chief 
factor in a successful harvest and, with all the possibilities of changed climatic 
conditions, it would, therefore, be unwise to assume that the manpower made 
available for the past season would adequately fit the requirements of a suc
ceeding harvest. 

PERSONNEL OF BOARD 

The personnel of the Board during the year 
was-Chairman, Mr. Parker J. Mo1oney, who is· 
also ChD.irman of the interstate Consultative. 
and Publicity Committees of the Industry; 
Deputy Chairman, F. M. Read, 1\'I.Agr.Sc., Chief 
Inspector of Horticulture for Victoria; grow~ 
ers' l"epresentatives for the Shire and City of 
'Mildura-Messrs. S. R. Mansell, H. V. Dav·ey, 
and A. RaWlings; growers' representative for 
the Shires of Swan Hill and Kerang-Mr. D. A. 
Cockroft-; growers' representative for the re~ 
mainder of Victoria,. Mr. D. E. Barry Wood. 

With the exception of the Chairman and 
Deputy Chairman, who are Government repre-
sentatives, all other members of the Board are 
elected by a triennial postal ballot taken 
amongst growers in the industrY. 

SECRETARY OF BOARD 

It is no'\v over four years since the departure 
of the Board's Secretary (Brigadier W. E. 
Cr·emor) on active serVice. About two year.~ 
ago. Bl'igadiet' Cremer returned to Australi'a 
from overseas, whe1·e he rendered distinguish
ed service as commanding offi.ce1· of :his regi
ment. It is pleasing to record that since hia: 
return to Australia, his services have received 
fm·ther Pecognition by his promotion to the 
rank of Bl'ig-ad·ier and -later to that of Com
mandet· Corps Royal Artillery, 1 Australian 
Army Corps. 

The duties o-f Acting Secretary during Briga
dier Cremor's absence have been ·efficiently 
carried out by Mrs. E. M. Suffern. 

REVIEW OF 1943 SEASON 

Conditions -for production of the 1943 di:if~d 
vine fruits crop were again genel'ally f.avorable. 
Bud-burst occurred in mid-September, and Crop 
prospects from the early appearance of the 
bunches were reported as _being. variabJ.e. On 
the night o·f 5th October, 'a fl'ost di-d some dam
age to crops in Red Cliffs and Cardross, but 
losses in Mildura and lVIerbein areas were light. 
Weathel" coriditivns thl'oughout October antl 
November were.Inild; in mid-Dec·ember, a spell 
of hot ,,.·eather, immediately following the cool 
weather. caused some loss' from sun-scald. 

Harvest operations commenced generally 
with currants on 15th February. and. sultanas 
on 22nd February, and, by the 15th March, 75 
per ·cent. of the crop had been harvested. Pi-ck
ers and packing house employees in the Mil
dura district then ceased work in furtherance 
of their claim for a 44-hour we,ek. The strike, 
however, lasted only one day, a fo-nna-1 agree· 
ment between ernployers and employe·es hav
ing beeu reached on the und-erstanding that :'\n 
appeal should be mad·e to the Arbitration court 
for :final decision on the question in dispute. 

By the 12th Apl'il, 95 per cent. of the crop 
was picked. and only a few growers were left 
with fruit o,n the vines. The weather broke 
on this date, and continued cold till t~e en(,i 
of the season_ Despite the conditions, how
ever, the bulk of the fruit on the racks Was 
dried by g1'0\ve1·s and d·elivered in good ord-er 
to the· packing houses. Dehydration was 
limited to about 5 per cent. of the crop. 

Considering the serious problem of labor, trh-e 
National Service offic-ers, Growers•· ·conciliatioti 
League, and other bodies did an excellent job 
in :finding the neces-sary labor for harvesting 
the crop. The gene1·a1 body o.f g.rowers and 
workers is to be congratulated on harvesting a 
good crop in good time and clelivering it for 
packing in excellent condition for the Service!'>, 
our civil population, and our Allies. 

MANPOWER: DIFFICULTIES 

The task of gatheling the 1943 harvest was 
attended by the usual. difficulties. which, owing 
to the ·exigencies of '\Var, had to be met o-n a 
greatly depleted _lalwr market. In the circum
stances, it is satisfuetor:v to be able to state 
that the large crop, which for tonnage. has only 
been exceeded on throe occasions, was success
fully harveste-d. 

In this respect. the thanks of th·e industry 
are due. to a great extent, to the man-power 
authorities. and to such bodies as the Women's 
L'and Army. · 

Board members, by their co-operation with 

the Growers' Conciliation and Labor League, 
have also IJlayed a useful part in the procure
ment and allocation of the necessary man
power. 

'l'he impro·ved housing accommodation pro
vided by a- number of growers also helped con
siderably, and s-erved to demonstrate that the 
provision of -adequate and satisfactory accom
modation by growers would go 'a long way in 
securing and retaining· the services of seasonal 
workers in the industry. 

It should be here emphasis·ed, h-owever, that 
the margin between success and faHure in the 
harvesting and handling of the 1943 s·e-ason's 
crop was very slight, and the· ·exceptionally 
long season. due to favorable weather condi
tions, helped considerably to offset the m,an
powel· sho·rtage by extending th·e operations of 
the limited labor available. It would, there-
fore, be obviously unwise to assume that the 
man-power made available for the past season 
would adequately fit the requirements of suc
ceeding harvest, with all the possibilities of 
changed climatic conditions. 
)t c'an also be .assumed that. a considerable 

po-rtion of the man-power made available ·dur-
mg the 1943 season, e"'specially in -the case of 
female labor, will not- be obtainable for harvest
ing ·operations. in future, owing to their assign
ment to ·other avenues of employment connect
ed with Army activities. 

'I''l1e man-power problem under wartime con
ditions is, therefore, one of very great concern 
for the industry_ As dried fruits constitute a 
foodstuff of a-dmittedly high nutritiv.e value 
whiell is urgently required Tior our troops and 
by Great Britain and her Allies, it is felt that 
it should be guaranteed a priority classification 
among.st essential foodstuffs that would remove 
all doubt concerning the availability of reason
able man-power for its successful production 
and harvesting. 

THREATENED SHORTAGE OF BLACK 
. . COAL 

During the month of October, much anxiety 
was occasiOned amongst growers in the Red 
Cliffs and Merbein distriCts owing to the great~ 
Iy clepletetl stocks of black coal necessary to 
I1l'OoVide fuel for the irrigation pumping plants 
nt these ·settlements, which produce approxi· 
mateiy one~third ·of the total Australian paclc 
of ·dried vine fruits. The gravity of the p-osi
tion was shown by the fact that, at that stage, 
over 4,500 tons of black coal were required to 
supply the pumping pla-nts for irrigation pur
poses during- the months .of November, Decem
ber and Jauuary, whereas the coal -stocks avail
abl·e were sufficient to supply the pumps for 
only twelve days. 

In view of the serious position which had 
developed in the coal industrY generallY, it was 
felt, at the time, that the only authority wW!l 
the necessary power to divert ample coal to 
meet the situation was the Commonwealth. 

Ac~ordingly, the noard brought the matter to 
U1e attention of the P-rime Minister, who, act
ing through the Commonwealth Coal Commis
sion and the Coal Committee in Victoria-, g,ave 
the prompt assurance that, in trhe event of 
the necessary coal supplies JJ.ot being obtain
able from normal sources, steps would be 
talren, in case of an emergency, to T·equisition 
adequate supplies from the Commonwealth 
Grain Distillery, at Warracknabeal, for trans
fer to the aJfected areas. Board members, 
and the industry generally, appreciat•e the time
ly _action taken in the matter by the Prime 
Minister and the Commonwealth and State Coal 
Committees. 

ALLOCATIONS OF DRIED VINE FRUITS 

The policy of the Allied nations which has 
been adopted in regard to the allocations of 
essential foodstuffs produced within their bor
ders has been rendered necessary to meet Cir
cumstances arising from the war, in ord·er to 
ensure an equitable distribution of theS"e com
modities where the demand for them is great
est. 

The Australian Governinent has subscribed 
to this policy, the implementatiQn of which is 
entrusted to the Alli-ed Food CounciL and _it 
has, naturally, had a considerable effec-t o.n the 

local and overseas distributions of dried fruits 
which rare included amongst the es-sential food
stuffs concerned. 

In Australia, as in all Allied countries, the 
new policy entailed a conside#rable rationing of 
dried fruits below that required to meet cur4 

rent Civilian demands, and, whilst 'it i·s recog
nised that any rationing of ·dried fruits on the 
local market entails a financial sacrifice en the 
part of the growers, yet it can ·b6 said- that. 
generally speaking, the allocations finally de
cided upon by the Allied Food Council were 
accepted by Australian producers and consum# 
ers as a. willing contribution to the colilmor: 
cause. 

It should be stated that, before arriving at 
its allocation determinations, the Allied Food 
CounCil fully consulted with the Australian 
dried fruits interests, and, on the several con
ferences called by the Department of Com~ 
merce for this purpose during the year, the 
State Boards have be·en represented at all 
times. 

As a result, there is the guarantee that every 
opportunity is availed of on t:hese occasions to 
place the true position, as it affects the Aus4 

tt·a.lian grower and consumer, before these cnu
fere-nces for the information and g,uidance of 
the Allied Food Qounc'il and, in arriving at the 
final allocations for recommendation to the 
Allied Food Council, there has al,ways been 
complete co-operation and agreement amongst 
State and Commonwealth Boards, the Austra
lian Dried Fruits Association and the other 
bodies represented. 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

The publicity and educational campaigns 
which are conducted thrOughout the Common
wealth for the purpose of stimulating interest 
in dried fruits and edUcating the consuming 
public on their hea)th Rnd food values, are the 
responsibility of the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee-an interstate body, established in 
1929. 

The membership of the Committee con-sists 
of the Chairmen o•f the various State Boards 
and the Chairman of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association. (Mr. H. D. Howie). 

The funds of the Committee are provided by 
contrib.utions made by the various State 
Boards and the Australian. Dried Fruits Asso
ciation. 

Prior to the year 193'E, it waS the custom ot 
the- various State Boards not Qnly to contribute 
to the funds of the central Publicity Commit
tee, but also to spend separate sums on pub~ 
licity within their own States, with the result 
that the to.tal sums spent on publicity through
out the Commonwealth amounted at times to 
considerably over £9,500 per annum, while the 
Victoria Board alone, as the larg-est produCing 
State, contributed, on occasions, a tDtal of -over 
£7,500 per annum. 

In 1938, however, the Publicity :Commit·ee as
sumed sole control of expend'iture, and this co· 
ordination, under one spending authority, was 
att·ended by considerable economic savings. 

The fact that, as already stated, Australia, in 
c-onformity with other Allied countries, agreed, 
during the war period, to ration itself in order 
to make its fair contribution to the c-ommon 
pool of essential foodstuffs r~equired by Great 
Britain and other Dominion countries, has, in 
the case of dried fruits, led to a. shortage with
in the Commonwealth of civilian supplies, after 
providing for th_e requirements of the military 
services and our Alli·es. 

ACcordingly, the C-ommittee, at the beginning, 
of its· present financial }'lear, decided on a 
policy of further curt&iling its publicity expen· 
diture by th·e elimination of many -of the more 
indirect forms of advertising, and the creation 
of a reserve fun-d for use after the war, when, 
no doubt, the need for a. greater and more 
intensified publicity campaign will again. mani
fest itself. As a con-sequence, the total sum 
of £3,400, devoted to publicity by the Com
mittee during its current financial year, repr·e~ 
sents a r-e-duction of over 60 per cent. on its 
actual pre-war outlay. 

Although the necessity for spending any con4 

sideraMe sums to promote sales within the 
Commonw-ealth 'under present tireumstances 
has largely disappeared, yet the Committee 
feels it would be a short~sight·ed policy to eli
minate expenditure on all forms of publicity 
oand thus undo the work nf year-s, dur'ing which 
the consuming- public has been. taught to appre
ciate the ben·e:ficial effects resulting from the 
nse of dried fruits. 

In this view, the Committee is, to some ex
tent, influenced by wh-at appears to be th,e· ae· 
cepted poUcy of many large commercial firms, 
who, mindful of the· public proll'en.ess to forget, 
are still sp-ending large sums on advertising, 
even though their product is unprocurable. 

Within the limited means at its disp<>sal, 
therefor·e, the Committee .has boeen set the task 
of determining the particular forms of publicity 
which should be retained as being best suited 
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to meet the altered circumstances under a 
ratio:O.ed market. 

VVith this end in view, the Committee con
siders that the method of publicity propaganda 
most likely to answer requirements under pre
sent abnOrmal conditions is one which, while 
keeping the consuming public fully informed 
of the reasons for present wartime rationing, 
should be designed mainly with a view not only 
to its present-day, but also to its p-rospective 
value to the industry. 

The Committee has reached the Conclusion 
that, consistent with its policy of restricted 
expenditure, this dual objective can be most 
effectively reach·ed by the retention of ti!J.e 
more direct forms of publicity, such as, attrac
tive window displays, which !have the effeCt of 
keeping the product directly before the public; 
the scre.ening 0{ the films of the industry, and 
by lectures delivered by the Committ,ee's p_ub
licity officers before school pupils who will be 
the country's future housekeepers. 

By confining expenditure for the present to 
these. forms of direct propaganda, considerable 
savings can be effected and provision made for 
additions to the reserve funds already estab
lished for -use after the war. 

PRICES OF DRIED FRUITS 

In view_ of statements fre-quently being made 
tC' the efi\ect that the prices charged for dried 
fruits are exorbitant, the Board feels called 
up~n to show how -erroneous this contention is. 

Those responsible for such statements evi
dently lose sight of the fact that it tak,es over 
4 lb. of fresh fruit to make 1 lb. of dried fruit. 
One pound of sultanas, for example, is equiva
lent to 4 lb. of fresh grapes, yet the price of 1 
lb. of sult'anas is only about the same as that 
Charged for 1 lb. of fresh grapes. 

Frequently, it _is fonnd that many shoppers 
will willingly pay 9d to 1/- a pound for fresh 
grapes, whne, at the same time, they complain 
when charged a ·similar price for a pound of 
sultanas, although as mentioned before, it 
takes 4 lb. of the former to equal 1 lb. of the 
latter. Furthermore, it may be stated that 
the prices of ··au dried vine fruits are at present 
:fixed by the Prices Commissione-r, with due re
g.ard to production and other costs. 

POST·WAR PROBLEMS 

The Victorian Board, in common with every 
Board connected with the 'industry, has given 
muc:h thought to the problems which are likely 
to arise in the post-war per-iod. 

CMef amongst these are:-
L The eff·ect upon the industry's present 

Empire tariff preferences of certain sections of 
the Atlantic Charter and the Mutual Air Agree
ment which have been sanctioned by the Go
v-ernments of America and the United King
dom, and <•,yhich have for their obj-ect, inter alia, 
the reduction of· international tariffs and the 
elimination of what is 'ffescribed as "discrim
inatory treatment in international commerce." 

2. The question of a possible d.emand for 
t:he further plantings of dried vine fruits to 
assist in the rehabilitation of I'eturned soldi,ers 
after the war. 

To give expression to the several State 
Boards' viewpoints on these. and correlated 
mauers, the Consultative Committee, which is 
representative of all the State Boards, availed 
itself of the opportunity rec,ently afforded it, 
of placing the position of the industry in its 
relation to these problems, before the Rural 
Reconstruction Commission-a body which has 
been appointed by the Commonwealth Govern
ment to examine and report upon the possibili
ties of the developm·ent and expansion of our 
primary industries to meet plans being prepar
ed for the post-war period. 

In its memorandum placed before the Com
mission by the 1Consultative Committee, and in 
:subs,equent evidence tendered by the Chairman 
of the Victorian Board, the following points 
were streSsed in their application to the prob
lems mentioned:-

(a) The area.s already und,er vines in Aus
tralia, owing to deep drainage and other im
provements, ar·e capable of producing, under 
favorable weather conditions, 100,000 tons of 
dried fruits per annum-a quantity which; 
under normal conditions, i-s more than suffi
cient to supply the demands of Australia and 
all existing overseas markets, and would en
tail a ·consid-erable carry-ove,r on a normal 
year's sales at home and abroad. 
(b) The only -outlets in normal times for 
practically the wh_ole of the Australian pro
duction. al"e the United Kingdom, Canada, the 
Commonwealth and New z,ealimd. 

(c) Experience in the pre'-war period has 
shown that the quantity of dried fruits con
sumed in Australia, even with the aid of in· 
tensiv,e publicity propaganda, amounts to ap
proximately only 20 per cent. of the present 
total production. 

(d) Owing to different causes, particularly 
the high <:osts of Australian production, as 
compared witP. competing countries, it s·eems 
that, in order to enable the industry to carry 
on in normal times, at least 20 per cent. of 
the product must "b-e sold locally at Austra
lian -prices, and. that ~he balance of the crop 
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sold in the only available markets of t!he 
United Kingdom, Canada, and New .Zealand, 
must continue to be sheltered by the -existing 
t'ariff preferences, which, in the past, have 
been of great advantage to the industry. 

(e) In all these circumstances, it is, there
fore, the considered view of the .State Board 
that any coritemplated action in the di-rection 
of reducing existing Dominion tariff prefer
ences or of increasing the pre~ent dried 
fruits are'a.S un-der cultivation should be pre
ceded by the appointment of an expert -body 
on which the industry would be adequately 
l'Bpresented, for the purpose of making an 
economic survey of the whole Position which 
would be dii:ected to the question of :finding 
possible new overseas markets and to th·e 
discovery of some adequate substitute for 
the maintenance of the industry in tbe event 
of any abrogation of the existing overseas 
preferences. 

FINANCE, GROWERS' CONTRIBUTIONS, 
ETC. 

A statement of irtcome and expenditure for 
the year ended 31st Dec-ember, 1943, is attach
ed hereto. From this, it will be seen that the 
receipts for the year amciunted in round :figures 
to £12,069, of whiCh approximately. £11,69-7 
was received from growers' contributions. 

The balance was. received from interest on 
inscribed stock and miscellaneous recoups. 

It is here pointed out that, although the cash 
reserve at the Treasury at the 'end of the year 

amounted to £9,147, this do,es not actually r-e
present a surplus, as the Board receiv,es no fur~ 
ther revenue until the next contributions from 
growers fall due about next August, an-d the 
cash referred to will be required t6 meet com
mitments until that time. 

The Stat,e Boards of the producing States. 
acting in collaboration, have decided to main
tain growers' contributions for the year 1944 
at the level of 4/3 per ton, to whi-<:ih :figu-re they 
were reduced in 19-39. 

GENERAL 

Many matters resulting 'from war conditions 
and affecting the .allocations of dried fruits fo-r 
the Commonwealth and for Britain and our 
Allies, have necessitated much closer collabora
tion be"bween the .State, Boards, the Feder'al 
Food Council, the Commerce Department, the 
Export Control Board, and Australian Dried 
Fruits Association. The Board has worked in 
close harmony with all these bodies and ex~ 
pr·esses its appreciation of their helpful co~ 
operation. 

STAFF 

The Bo-ard recorded its appreciation of the 
capable manner in which Mrs. E. M. Suffern 
has has performed the duties of Acting SeCre
tary during the four years absenc-e of the Sec
retary (Brig;adier W. E. Cremor) on military 
duty, and also of tbe efficient services rendered 
by the Statistical Officer (Mr. J. E. S. Bates)-, 
and the- other membe·rs of the clerical ·and in~ 
spection staffs. 

VICTORIAN PRODUCTION 

T-he quantity' of 1943 S'e-ason's Victorian dried fruits harvested, processed, and 
packed up to the 31st December, 1943, was:-
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8,625 40,474 5,568 2 275 116 88 - 6~ 65,214 
In addition, the following fruit, grown in New South Wales, was packed in Victoria: 

709 4,847 593 - 11 37 10 - - 6,207 
11 tons of prunes of South Australian origiu:JJ were aLso procelSjs~d and packed in· 

Victoria. 

VICTORI,AN PAOK 

The following are the quantities of Victorian dli'ed :fru:ilts ;harvested in the 1943 
se,ason, which wooe' sold in the local an-d overs,ea.s markets and held in st-ock on the 31st 
Decembe,r, 1943:-

Currants _ _ .. 
sultanas _ . __ 
Lexias .... ,. 
Oha.ll'ez . . . . 
Prunes., ...... . 
PeachetS . . . . . . . . 
Apricots . . . . . . . . 
Nectarines . . . . . . . 
Pears' .... _. . . . . 

Sold in Australia 
(Including deliVJer
i,es to-the Services) 

tons 
2,623 
9,056 
2,182 

275 
116 

67 

65 

14,284 

Exported 
Overseas 

tons 
6,018 

30,133 
3,182 

21 

1 

39,355 

AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION 

Stooks !held for 
Export and 
Local Sales 

tons 
84 

1,285 
204 

2 

1,575 

Total 

toos 
8,625 

40,474 
6,568 

2 
2\'5 
116 
88 

66 

55,214 

'Dhe quantitY of -dried frui;ts harvested in Season 1943, process'ed and packed in Aus
tralia up to th'e 31st DeCielmber, 1943, was:-
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Victoria ... -- 8,625 40,474 5,568 2 275 116 88 - 66 55,214 
South Aust. -- 9,253 11,3'73 3,890 - 246 207 1,059 18 246 26,292 
*N.S.W ...... 1,296 7,279 600 - 2,231 66 105 - - 11,577 
West Aus .... - 2,058 404 H3 - - - - - - 2,575 

21,232 59,530 10,171 2 2,752 389 1,252 18 312 95,658 

·Dried prunes shQIW'll above indicate grad,61d rec·eived wegi:hts. 
* Indicates 6,207 tons of New South W_ales fruit packed in Victoria packing houses. 

Th-e production perC'entage· of the va-rious States to the total Ausrtralian pack up to 
the 31st Dec,ember, 1943, Wlelre rus follo-ws:-
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Victoria. 40_6 68_0 54-7 100.0 10_0 29-8 7_0 - 2L2 57.7 
South Aus .. 43.6 19_1 38.3 - 8.9 53.2 84_6 100_0 78.8 27.5 
N.S.W. .. 6.1 12.2 5.9 - 81.1 17.0 8_4 - - 12.1 
West Aus. "" 

9_7 .7 1.1 - - - - - - 2.7 

1'00.0 100_0 1oo:o 100_0 100.0 10M 100.0 10M 10M 100.0 
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Of the total pack, Commonwealth Sales, 'exports to overseas markets, and fruit held 
in stock in Australia on the 31st December, 1943, were as follows:-
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tons tons tons r tons tons tons tons tons tons tons 

Said in Australia t .. 5,511 13,996 3,743 - 2,401 368 972 17 198 27,206 
Exported overseas . 15,560 
Stocks held for ship. 

43,871 5,59.2 - 95 - 230 - 1 65,349 

ment and local sales 161 1,663 836 2 256 21 50 1 113 3,103 

21,232 59,530 10,171 2 2,752 389 1,2>2 18 312 95,658 

t Includes deliveries to the Services. 

SALES TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM 

The following information has been issued 
by the Commonwealth <Dried Fruits Control 
Board in its nineteentih annual report, dated 
the 30th September, 1943:-

"The Government of the United Kingdom 
again purchased from the Commonwealth Go
verriment the available sUrplus of the 1943 sea
son's currants, sultanas, and lex.i'as on an f.o.b. 
basis, at the following prices in English cur
rency:-

Currants, all grades from one crown 

Per ton 
£ s. d. 

upwards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 5 0 

Sultanas, all grades from one crown 
upwards . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 0 0 

Lexias, four and five crown . . . . . . 40 10 0 
'l'hese prices, which were .recommended bY 

the Board to the Commonwealth Government 
represent a substantial increase o111er pr6.1War 
prices, and should enable producer to meet the 
increased costs ·of produCtion. 

Similar satisfactory results have been ob
tained in respect to the sales made tn Canada 
and New Zealand." 

Realisations in the United Kingdom in 1943 
show the following increases over 1942 se'a· 
son's sales to the same market:-

Currants ..... . 
Sultanas ..... . 
Lexias . . . . . . 

£ s. d. 
2 5 0 
3 5 0 
1 0 0 

VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS B0.4RD 

Statement of Income and Expenditure Account for Year Ended 31st December, 1943. 
------- -- --~------ --------~- ------.-

1943 
Dec. 31st 
To Chairman's Allowance 

Board Fees .......... . 
Staff Salaries . . . . . . . . . . 
Travelling ExpenseS . . . . . . 
Special Inquiries - Illegal 

Trafficking . . . . . .. . . . . 
Rent and Cleaning . . . . . . 
Inspection Costs . . . . . . . . 
Contribution-Publicity Com-

mittee ............ . 
Postage and Telephones . . . 
Printing and Stationery . . . 
Services Department of Agri-

cultu-re . . . . . . . . . . _.. . 
General Adverti'Sing . . . . . . 
Audit Fee ........... . 
Office and Incidental Ex· 

penses_ ............. . 
Election Expenses . . . . . . 
Pay-Roll Tax .. 
Balance ........... . 

£ S, d. 
629 19 4 
500 0 0 
983 9 1 
305 10 10 

1,600 16 5 
276 0 0 

2,584 G 4 

3,750 0 0 
221 16 0 

60 0 1 

150 0 0 
28 0 7 

5 5 Q 

73 4 9 
1 17 10 

75 8 7 
15,919 2 0 

£27,164 16 10 

1943 
Jan. 1st £ s. d. 
By Balance 1/1/43 15,063 15 7 

Assets Acquired 
1940 . . . . 31 18 0 

Dec. 31st. 
Levy on Growers . . . . . . . . 
Interest Inscribed Stock . . . 
RecQup Publicity Committee 
Miscellaneous Recoups . . . . 
Refund Unused Sleeper 

Tickets . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December, 1943 

Liabilities Assets 
£ s. d. 

Income and EXpenditure Account- 1 Cash (Treasury) 
Balance at 31/12/43 . . . . . . . . 15,919 2 0 1 Inscribed Stock 

£ s. d. 
9,147 4 0 
6,040 0 0 

Furniture and Eq_uipment (at 
cost) . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Motor car (at cost) 
Bicycle (at cost) . . . . . . . . 

£ s. d. 

15,095 13 7 

11,697 10 7 
237 11 0 

17 17 11 
115 3 9 

1 0 0 

£27,164 16 10 

£ •. d. 

16,187 4 0 

410 18 0 
312 14 8 

8 5 4 

£15,919 2 0 £15,919 2 0 

The Accounts of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board have been audited for the year ended 
31st December, 1943, and, in my opinion, the 
supporting statements of accounts and b'a.lance 
sheet are correct. 

(Sgd.) E. A. PEVERILL, Auditor-General, 
24th January, 1944. 

(Sgd.) PARKER J. MOLONEY, Chairman. 
(Sgd.) E. M. SUFFERN, Acting Secretary. 

(Victorian Dried :Fruits Board.) 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED liMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
--. Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

7 

A long agenda was considered by the South 
Australian Board at ·its meeting on 4th March, 
1944. . 

Arising out of recomrll.'endations by the Con· 
sultative Committee which met in M·elbourne 
on 25th February, :it was resolved, subject to 
acceptance by all State Boards, to fix t.!he rate 
of the Annual Contribution for th.e yea~ 1944 
equal to 4/3 per ton on the total packed weight 
of dried fruits produced in the season 1944. 

1943 SEASON ALLOCATIONS 
Statements .showing the final allocations of 

1943 season's pack were submitted and it was 
agreed to increase the quota for Sultanas pro· 
duced in the year 1943 and sold within the 
State from 25~ per cent. to 2M per cent. '!'he 
existing. quotas for Currants (27l per cent.) 
and Lexias ( 40?: per cent.) to remain unaltered. 

In regard to opening quotas for the year 
1944, it wa,s resolved to ad,opt the recommenda
tion of the Consultative Committee to all State 
Boards to declare the following. For Cur
rants 15 per cent., for Sultanas 15 per cent. 
and for Lexias .20 per cent. Thes,e to be re
vie\ved as. the season a-dvanced. 

Statistical statements were submitted in sup
mitted in ·supported of the recommendation 
.showing t:he estimated pack and the proposed 
allocations for the year 1944. 

The Board's Budget Statement for the year 
ending 28th February, 1945, was submitted, the 
items were consid,ered •'ad seriatim'' and the 
Statement rwas ·adopted. 

AMATEUR DRYING 
The Secretary (Mi·. W. N. Twiss) reported 

that as a., result of the heavy crop of apricots 
and of other varieties this year in suburban 
gardens, steps had been taken to bring under 
the notice of householders engaged in amateur 
drying, the requirements of the Act in the 
matter of marketing_ In this connection the 
co-operation of the Retail .Storekeepers' As·so
Ciation had been s·ecured through the SOuth 
Australian Storekeepers' Journal 

Routine busin·ess comprised a review of the 
Boal'd's financial position, consideration of Ra· 
ports ·Of Guarding Inspe·ctors and of the InVestiM 
gation Offieer, examination of pack statistics 
and the passing of accounts. ' 

U.S.A. GROWERS MUST 
DRY RAISIN VARIETIES 

OF GRAPES 
The Food Distribution Administration, speak

ing for the War Food Administrator, has S'ent 
to California a very emphatic statement that 
Food Distribution Order No. 17 must be fully 
and thoroughly adhered to. This order of the 
F,ederal Govel'nment is that all raisin varieties 
of grapes in California must this ye>ar be drier! 
into raisins and under no circumstanee.s ar~ 
such to be sold for fr·esh shipment or to win 
eries. Raisins have so high a nutritional 
value, in the opinion of the Federal authorities. 
for our armed forces and for shipment t& Bri
tain and other of our associates in the war, 
that the Government is d,etermined to have as 
large a total tonnage 9f .raisins this year from 
California as is at all possible. Some grape 
growers hav,e h'ad the feeling that they niight 
later be permitted to di'Spose of some of their 
raisin variety grap.es for fresh shipment or inio 
winery channels, but they have been ·emp:Q.a· 
tically warned I'ecently that this cannot be 
dOne. 

The objection of raisin producers here to the 
Government price set on sweat-box rai.sins of 
growers to ·packers this year at $165 a ton f.o:: 
Muscats, $155 for Thompsons, 'and $150 f-o" 
Sultanas (insisting that the sweat-box price o-r 
producers' raisins should he at least $200 a 
tan) does not fin-d any ag;reement in Washing
ton. Judge Jones, War Food Administrator, 
to whose attention this price question was 
brought in Washington, in~orms California pro
ducers that while he i.s sorry to le'arn that theh· 
spokesmen are not fully satisfied 'With the ap
proximately 40 per cent. increas,e: over las1 
year's prices. the Government feels that this 
is sufficient to cover th-e incr·eased costs this 
year and leave growers a fa:ir profit. He. asks 
the full support 'Of all concerned in California. 
to the end that :raisin productio·n be as large 
as possible to supply as fully as may be th<:~ 
need for this food, and, calls upon all growerf.l 
to 1~ealise that the war caus·es inconvenienct 
in one way or another to everyo;ne. 

The Chinese have practis·ed inoculation for 
small-pox since the eleventh c-entury. 

The U.S. Liberty ship Joseph Teal was 
launched from Henry Kaiser's Oregon ship
yards 10 days after her keel was laid; made 
her trial thre·e· days later. 
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!\nstra:liuu ;i§rietl ~ruits ~efus 
Offici•! Organ of the 

AUSTRALI,\N DRIED FRUITS 
· AS50CIA TION 

All reports, conespondence, etc., shoul-d be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, Mildura, Victoria. 

F'or AdvertiSing Rates, apply W. N .. Sumnel', 
Victoria House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 6 and 73 

~''""""-''''''''"'"''"'''""'"""•"'''"""'""""'"''''''''''"'''''''''''''''''~ 
All Branches of A.O.F.A. are asked to ~ 
forward items of interest to the Industry ~ 

_ as a whole for publication in the "News." ~ 
~"""'"""""""""""""""'"""'"""""""'"'""""'""'"""""""""'~ 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who wm<ld write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, JUNE, I944 

IS OUR INDUSTRY AllOWED ON 

THE FOOD FRONT? 

OVER the past thr~ years . the dried fruits 
industry has been 1mpressmg on the con

trolling authorities the danger of a loss of food 
in the· e;vent of sufficient labor not being avail
able to ensure the production and harvesting 
-together with the processing of the product. 

Duiing this period we have ju,st .. scratched 
through"-at much added cost to the grower 
-not only in money but mor'e vital his :nealth 
and that of his wife who had a load to carry 
far in excess of that of the average. woman. 
Be it remembered that the majority of dried 
fruits growers are men repatriated into the 
industry· from the last war. These, together 
with the pioneers, are having long hours forced 
on them that :at a conservative estimate must 
undermine their ability to carry on. Doctors, 
and particularly those acting for the Repatria
tion Department, :are concerned at the state of 
health of many growers and their families who 
have this load forced on them in the· hottest 
peiiod of the year in dis-tricts which experienc~ 
up to 115-20 degrees during harvest. 

This year the warnings of the danger are. be
ing manifested by the loss of food in South 
Australia whe,re valua-ble dried fruits varieties 
have had to be- sent to distilleries in-stead of to 
the Mother Country that is crying out for 
food of this kind, and whose obligatio-ns are 
being incre~sed as the Italian and French people 
are being liberatod and fed from Allied fooJ 
supplies. 

The Mildura district and other areas have 
just got through, but at the cost of dehydrat
ing some 6-7000 tons, the Use of some 1200 
tons of firewood, and a lot of manpower that 
is replacing the sun, .which, had the intitial 
ha,rvest labor been available would have &me 
the drying for nothing. Add this load on the 
60,000 tons from the Wldura areas to the bur
den on the remaining 40,000 tons of Austra
lian production and: we have an approximate 
conception of the tremendous wasta-ge in
volved--quality going by the boaid on some 
20,000 tons. 

On the cultural side involved in whjch is 
laborious work during the hot October-Janu
ary months, not hard on young fit men, but " 
devastating £of the 1914-18 digger or the 
pioneer a position has been reached where pro
duction is imperilled; and if the scheme of the 
rcl~ase of key men from munitions and the 
Service is not accelerated production mUst fall 
off as the ·efficiency of the properties dete-rior
ates. Evidence of this is already apparent, 
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the reports of War Agricultural Comm;ttees 
:nlaking this plain. 

It might 'be argued by uninforme.d persons 
that, despite the suggested shortage of labor 
the industry has almost a record· crop, but the 
ansv;Ter is that some thousands of acre.s have 
been brought back tO production no·w "that 
the huge dr'ainage schemes are giving results. 
Generally the, blocks are going. back. 

A pertine,nt reminder in regard to the dan
ger is that this is the position after the best 
three .drying seasons th~ dried fruits industry 
has ever enjoyed. The records of the C.S.I.R. 
show that, pre.viously the industry had never 
enjoyed more than two consecutive good dry
mg seqsons. We cannot confidently ho-pe. for 
four in succession, and when the bre.ak comes 
and it can easily come next year -who can 
say how much food will be lost if the man
power position is: not met. With a b.n1 break 
in the weather, the. consequent migration of 
harvest hands sent to the dried fruits areas. 
the exte,nsion of the picking season-noW a 
fortnight too long, would mean calamity, with 
the resultant heavy dehydrition-it is con
sidered by responsllble men in the industry that 
2 5 pe.r cent. of the food might be. lost. Not 
an extreme estimate when we realise that in 
this season just past--one· of the best on record 
-we· have, for the first time lost· valuable food 
that has used up a lot of man-effort--only to 
go into alcohoL · 

Wha.t is the solution? It is obvious, if the 
food is really require.d-divert the labor that 
is expended on the many non~essential things 
available today to where it can best do some
thing u~eful. If it is ,a matter of fvod versus 
racing. ·football, pictures, and playtime gene
rally-let food have priority. Analysed', the 
position is that people c:m do without the.se. 
Three-fifths of our population, together with 
the diggers .do .without most, and seem no 
worse off. 

And so it come.s to the first essential. 1s our 
industry allowed on the food front? If its 
product is essential the lahor supply h:~.s got to 
be improve-d, for it cannot carry on fr'om sea
son to season unless some relief is given. It 
has re:tched its limit of self effort. 

The efforts of the man-power authorities~ 
are appreciated, but the reservoir they have 
available is contaminated by a type which has 
no intention of working and which comes 
under dur'ess. This type is better away and its 
inefficiency should be carrl,ed, by some Govern
ment body, and not by the one man settle,r 
who has to make ends meet, and who is racing 
the weather- so that he can turn his crop into 
tho much needed food. 

The solution lies in the government build
ing up of teams of good. solid rural workers 
which shall be sent to any area to garner food, 
the Government sD adjusting travelling and 
other incidental costs so th'2t, with the Award 
Rate ruling in whatever industry is involved~ 
'2 good type of man will he well recompensed. 
In short the establishment of a food army that 
will get the food safely into store with the 
minimum of loss. 

The time has arrived to query whether the 
dried fruits industry, together with other in
dUstries is to be allowed on the food! front. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by agents as at the 31st 

May, 1944, disclose the f-ollowing position:-

VINE FRUITS 

Currants 
Sultanas ... 
Lexias .. 

1944 
Ton·s 
1691 
4930 

223 
6844 

TREE FRUITS 

Apricots .. .. 1153 
--

Peaches ........ 167 
Nectarines .. .. .. 9 
Pears ......... 80 
Prunes .. ... .. .. 130 

--
15Sll 

1943 
Tons 
1813 
4807 
392 

7012 

691 
--

30 
1 
6 

198 
--

926 

1942 
Tons 
2612 
4696 
110 

7418 

839 
--

145 
6 

19 
320 
--
13211 

OBITUARY 

Alderman L. McLeod 
A prominent figure in the cOmmunity life of 

\Ventworth-Curlwaa. district fo-r the past 35 
years, the Deputy Mayor of Wentworth (Alder
man Lachlan McLeod), passed away in his 
sleep at his home at Curlwaa on May 30. De
ceased was connected with practically every 
worthwhile organisatio.n and movement in We 
district. 

His practical knowedge in connection wW1 
pastoral and horticultural pursuits was widely 
recognised, he having been for many years the 
district member on the Western Lands Board, 
and a member of the Federal Export Control 
Board, dealing with dried fruits. For the past 
25 years, he :had been almost continuously an 
alderman of the Wentworth Munic'ipal <Council 
and was deputy mayor tat the time ·of his death. 

A TRIBUTE FROM THE INDUSTRY 

The passing of "Lachie" McLeod at a time 
When he appeared to be in the best of health 
comes as a shock to the many who have been 
associated with :him in the dried fruit industry. 
A member of the Export Control Board for 
many years, Mr. McLeod took to it a very 
sound judgement. He was a man who, as a 
grower representing growers, on a board that 
was ess•entially involved in high commercial 
practice embracing some 80,000 tons of Austra
liim Dried Fruits, applied his Scottish trait of 
'"ca canny•·• to his job. The standard of this 
board ranks high in dried frUit, and indeed in 

·other circles, and his continued election as the 
l"epresentative of the New South Wales grow
ers is in its•elf a tribute to :his ability. 

On behalf of the dried fruit·s industry this tri
bute 'is given unreservedly, and the deepest 
sympathy extended to the bereaved family of 
this fine man. 

HOME CONSUMPTION 
QUOTAS FOR DRIED 

FRUITS 
The Minister for Agriculture on the recom

mendation of the New South Wales Dried 
Fruits Board, has determined the following 
home consumption quotas for dried vine fruits: 
Currants 1 n per cent, sultanas 20 per cent., 
lexias and ohanez (raisins) 2·5 per cent. Simi
lar quotas have been determined in each of the 
oth·er Stat,es wherein dried vine fruits are pro· 
duced. The quotas represent the proportions 
of the several varieties of dried fruits which 
may be lawfully marketed from each packing 
house within the respective States. 

The present quotas will enable the lawful 
marketing of the initial releases of dried vine 
fruits for civilian (:onsumption, and at the 
same time cover other deliveries from the pack
ing houses to meet the. bulk of the require
ments o.f the fighting forces. 

As in the case ·of several other food·stuffs, 
Australia has c-ertain overseas obligations in 
respect of dried vine fruits which must be met. 
It is anticipated the quantity of Hi44 season's 
currants, sultanas and raisins to be made avail
able for civHian use will he equal to that re
leased last year. 1943 releases were, in fact, 
greater tlhan the total Australian consumption 
during each of the immediate pre-war years. 

Civilian releases to cover the greate-r part of 
the present year are now being made to· ware
houses to the extent of 70 per cent. of the cur
rants and sultana·s 'lind ·50 per cent. of the 
raisins, which it 'is anticipated will be available 
from the present season's pack for civilian use. 
Thes·e quotas are based on the deliveries made .. 
to each war-ehOuse dur1ng 1942 and are sup
plied on the understanding that ·distribution. is 
made· to retailers on a similar basis. It is ex
pected that further small releases will be mad-e 
to the warehouses from time to time in order 
to ensure as far as possible· an even distribu
tion of the· fruit throughout the ·seasbn until 
such time as the 1945· pack is available. 

"MY LOVE MUST WAIT" 
The story of Matthews Flinders' life, his 
loves, his ups and downs, and above all 

his remarkable spirit. 

By Ernestine Hill 
.Author of "Water Into Gold," "The Great 

Australian L~neliness," etc. 

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest Bookseller 
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Parliamentary Delegates Inspect 
Dried Fruits Industry 

The itinerary of Empire Parliamentary delegates included a short visit to 
Mildura. The party arrived at 11.30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 21, and left 
for Adelaide late that afternoon. The personnel of the delegation was:
Mr. ]. G. Ross, M.P., Mr. A. Macinnes, M.P., Mr. ]. H. Harris, M.P., and 
Mr. I. F. Donelly, M.P. (Canada); and Lieut-Co'onel E. T. R. Wickham, M.P., 
Mr. H. W. Butcher, M.P., Mr. R. Etherton, M.P., the Earl of Listowel (Lord 
Hare), MajorS. F. Markham, M.P., Flt./!Lieut. R. D. Perkins, M.P., and Mr. 
G. S. Summers, M.P. (United Kingdom). 

The party was driven to the property of Cap
'tain D. B. Halhed, Merbein, where the vh;itors 
were greatly impressed by the excellence of 
the- citrus fruits. 

The leader of the British delegation, Lieut
·Colonel E. T. R. Wickham, M.V.O., Conserva
tive member fot Taunton; Somerset, was par

i:icularfy impr_essed bY the very rich read loam, 
which in s-ome respect-3 reminded him of the 

-.=:;oil in Somerset and Devon. The settlement 
nnd the river, he added, had been a wonder
·ful sight from the a.ir. 

CANADIAN'S IMPRESSIONS 

Mr John Gordon Ross, M.P., Leader of the 
-canadian House of Commons and the Cana
dian delegation, remarked that in Cali::crnia 
they picked navels in December and Valencias 
from April or May until August. Thf}y im
ported quantities of raisins and currant3 from 
Am;tralia. and fOund them very satisfactory, 
but could not get enough of them. This was 
11is first visit to Australia, and he had received 
a very warm welcome everywhere, and en
joyed meeting people. 

The next visit was to tile block of Ml' F. R. 
."McDonnell, where vine pruning methods were 
,demonstrated. The method of dipping sui-
tanas was also demonstrated. and au interest
ing lecturette given by Mr Peter :Malloch on 
rthe evolution of the dipping pl'Oce-ss and the 
improvements in quality and price of the dried 
-product which had resulted. Australian hor-

·r 

ticultural methods were now unquestionably 
the best in the world .. he said. 

The delegates were also shown a drainage 
silt pit and the system of underground drain
a.ge was explained to them. 

The · Merbein distille1·y of the Mildura 
Winery Pty . .Ltd. 1vas then visited, and dele
gate·3 expressed their appreciation of the qual
ity of the brandy and the various wines 
sampled. 

VISIT TO PACKING HOUSE 

After lunch, a visit was paid to the Mildura 
Cooperative Fruit C-ompany's shed, where dele
gates were particularly impressed with the 
method of extracting and canning citrus juices 
and the general quality of the oranges and 
dried products. 

Visits were paid to the Riverside golf links, 
the Red Cliffs settlement and township and 
the King Ge-orge V Memorial baths, after 
which the party returned to the aerodrOmG, via 
Cardross. 

Major F. Markham, M.P., who saw servlCe in 
the Great War, India, Mesopotamia, at Dun
kirk, and in North AfrJca, remarked before 
t€aving that he had seen irrigation settlements 
in many parts of the world from India to Cali
fornia, and thi-s settlement was one of the 
most excellently conducted and administered 
that he had seen. 

The. party left by plane for Ade1a1de, 
whence they go to Perth, Kalgoorlie, Alice 
Springs, Darwin and New Guinea. 

lll 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 
~ well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain. maximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire prOducts and their 

customers may be ~;sured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and ir> the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS. BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Office: 422 Little Collins Street, Melboome. 

Wire MiUs: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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HISTORY OF THE 
INDUSTRY ' 

.I 

Mr. P. Malloch's Address To 
Parliamentary Delegation 
As representative of the Australian Dried 

Fruits Association Mr. Malloch provided the 
visitors with a history orf the industry in this 
settlement, dating back to when Mr. Alfred 
Deakin, Australian stat·esman, advocated the 
pl'oject of an irrigation sett'lement in this part 
of Victoria to two Cana·dians, Messrs. G. and 
\V. B. Chaffey. 

Mr. Malloch stated that dried fruit . produc
tion this season "in the Commonwealth would 
be a record, namely 100,000 tons. Previous 
highest tonnage was in 1942, when '95,000 tons. 
were produced. This year 50,000 tons would 
be sent to the United King.dom and 15,000 tons 
to -canada. 

Thirty years ago he was told that salt was 
ruining Mildura. Ten years ago the· idea of 
subsoil drainage was developed further, and 
now aJl the land was drained. This was one 
of the factors which led to the record produc
tion this year. 

A man whom all looked up to as the embodi
ment of all that was fine and noble in the Bri
tish character, Mr. Winston Churchill, stat•ed 
in recent times that trade barriers would be 
removed. 

"We know thc:!t barriers to trade lead to- ill 
will, and we belfeve in free> W!ili and we be~ 
fieve in free trade, but this in-dustry can be 
maintained only by ·Imperia,! pr-eference," 
said Mr. Mal!o•ch. "Under th•at preference, 
we have had. de1cent living co·ndit!ons for our 
S>ett!ers. The Mediterranean peasant works 
hard for 1/- or 1/6 cr. day. The ·Californlian 
ind.ustry is carried on by colored labor. 
"If preference 'is removed, our people will be 

reduced to the condition of "poor whites." We 
consider that a virile ·agricultural population is 
the-backbone of the British Empire." 

Britain and Canada had granted preferences 
to Australia in the past, continued Mr Malloch, 
but when the Mutual Aid Agreement c'ame into 
operation, these preferences would be elimin
at-ed. Their loss would bring Australia into 
direct competition with the fruits of low-stan
dard foreign producers, thus reducing Austra
lian growers to their level of living, and creat
ing a "poor white" problem in this Country. 

1\fr. Malloch urged the d•elegates to vis1Ialise 
what would happen if the preferences were re
moved. He hoped that they would de what 
they could on their return to their respective 
Governments to see that those preferences 
were maintained. 

In conclusion. Mr. Malloch expressed the 
hope that t:he visitors would return home to 
join in c·elebrations for victory. 

FOOD A VITAL WEAPON 

Lieut-Colonel E. 'T. R. Wickham, leader Of 
the English delegation, responding to the wel
come, Stated that it was realised that food was 
a vital weapon of war, and by producing dr~ed 
fruits, this ·district was making, a valUable con~ 
tribution to the war effort. Flying over in the 
plane that morning 'it had been a fine sight to 
see the extensive cultivated areas after the dry 
country farther south. TJJ.e layout of Mildura 
had impressed him greatly, and it was wonder
ful to think it was the result of one man's 
VlS1on. He expressed the deep thanks of the 
delegation for the warm welcome and hospi
tality reCeived. 

Mr. J. G. Ross, who responded on behalf of 
the Canadian delegation, stated that exports 
of dried fruits from t:his country into Canada 
had been of high standard. The finest "ex
ports" from Australia, -howev·er, ~were the young 
men of the R.A.A.F. who went to Canada for 
training. They were the finest young men 
who· had ever come into his country. 

Canadians were int·erested in Mildura, from 
where so much of their dried fruits came. It 
was pleasing to see the ·efficient manner in 
which t:he fruit was produc·ed. Agriculture in 
this area was very scientific, he said. 

OUTSIDE COMPETI.TION 

Referring to the statement of Mr. Mallo-ch 
regarding the c-ompetition offered by oth•er 
dried fruit producing countries, including 
Greece and C"alifornia, Mr. Ross stat·ed· that 
Australian growers need not worry about com
petition from California. Th-ere, prOduction 
was being conSiderably hampered by a short· 
a.g,e of labor, brought about through the higher 
wages offered in other industries, particularly 
t:hat of aircraft building_ 

With its markets so scattered over the world, 
Australia had to rely on shipping to carry 
its dried fruits produce to its customers. This 
was proving a disadvantage at the present 
time. During the war, Britain had continued 
her large shi:p-building trade, and Canada, 
which before the, war produced few ships, !lad 
taken up ship-bUilding, until now her output 
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was as great as that of Great Britain. 
There would be many 10,000-ton freighters 

available after the war, and Mr. Ross sugg·est
ed that Mr. Al'ex Wilson place before the Go
vernment a propo·sal to h'ave a number of these 
freighters Sent out to Australia after the war. 
for the purpose of transporting produce to 
overseas markets. 

Mr. Ross expressed thanks on behalf of the 
Canadian delegation for the hospitality accord
eli them. 

:""""'"'''"'''""'''""'''"'''''''''''''"''''''"''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

i AUSTRALIA AND CANADA 
::. During his speech at the lunche·on to 

the Empi·re Pa,rliamentary Deiega,tipn Mr. 
P. Malloch made fee·ling reference t,o 
the kinship between, -the dried fruits in
dustry and Canada in. the person of the 
late W. B. Ghaffe·y who, a Canad1ian, more 
than an,y other ind.ividua,l was responsible 
for the e·stablishmeht of the· dried fruits 
industry in the Murray Valley. 
"'W~B.' w:hen ad'Versity was encoun· 

tered remained in Mildura, shared' hard~ 
ship Wlith the growers and lead the set· 
Heme11t to pro·sp-erity. We hon.or this 
fine Canadia.n as our pi,oneer and one who 
has shared materially in the development 
of the Empire," concluded Mr. Malloch. 

;,,,,,,,, ................. .,,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,:: 
THE PRINCIPLE OF A 

COST OF PRODUCTION 
PRICE 

(To the Editor) 
Dear Sir,-It was with much interest that I 

read the discussion in the minutes of the Fede. 
ral Council held in Mildura, October, 1943, con· 
cerning dried fruit prices and returns to grow
ers. Extracts of these minutes again appear 
ed in the March issue of the, "News." Growers 
generally are concerned at the u-pward trend in 
all costs relating to pr-oducti-on and maintain 
that there is a corresponding lag in finanlisa
tion prices. 

Mention was made of a question 'being asked 
at the South Australian A.n.F.A. conference, 
i.e., "Are we getting what our fruit is worth?" 
It is worth what it costs the grower to produce 
nlus a small margin of profit, ll'Ot as Mr. Mal· 
loch stated, "It's true worth was what we could 
get for it on the world's market." If this is 
so we would soon he out of business. 

It was also asked what would a bottle of Mel· 
bourne Bitter be worth in the .Sahara? One 
might with equal relevance ask wh~t would .a. 
bottle of beer .be worth at the North P.ol>e? 
The point is there would be no beer in the 
Sahara if .the brewer did not get hiS production 
costs. I asked the question roeferred to at the 
South Australian conference-in fact, I asked 

·these ·questions:-
(1) Are we getting for our fruit what it costs 

use to produce? 
(2) Are we trying to get as much for it as 

w'e think we can safely squeeze out of the con
sumer? 

(3) Are we content to take per ton what is 
left after everyone has had their "CUT?" 

I purposely put it so cr~dely to g.et a "Nib
ble''' from the conferoence but delegates skated 
around it. In order to improve the discussion 
I had to substitute:- -

"That dried fruit prices be discussed with a 
view to obtaining increases to cuver increase 
in costs." 

I h'ad previously ask·ed conference to agree to 
accepting the principle of a cost of production 
price, asking the Board of Management to 
apply it; but got no seconder. 

The dried fruit industry has given a lead in 
the marketing of primary production in the 
years past, but we 'appear to have slipped in 
the war years. We succeeded in eliminating 
the speculator from our midst, but we are now 
confronted with the even bigger task of getting 
consistently payable prices for our product. 

What sense is there in apples rotting under 
the trees and two years later fetching 18 I to 
30 I per case? How does the <Orange grower 
lik·e netting 2/8 per case for oranges in one 
season and a few years later obtaining 15/ to 
18/ per case? 

Why is it necess·ar.y to .subsidise the dairying 
industry to the tune of £5,000,000, sin~e in 
creased? Why should there be a I"lestriction 
of egg ,'production by limiting the back-yarder 
to a particular number of hens and several 
years later urge everyone to produce more 
eggs? 

Who wants prices to jump up and down, in 
and out? N·ot' the producer, not the wage-. 
earner, not the housewife. 

Reviews of increased costs during the past 
five years have been given at the Federal Con· 
ference and I propose to state a few outstand
ing ones: Hessian 28/6 to 75/, Carb. Potash 
54/ per cwt. to 120/, Caustic Soda 3/6 to 4/6, 
Emulsoyle 6/9- to 15/ per gallon, Picking 'l'ins 
1/10 to 3/3, Dip Tins 2/8 to 4/5,- 66 !bs. Box 

THE AUSTRALIAN DRJED FRUITS NEWS, JUNE, 1944· 

Timber 9ilid to 1/7. Beside·s, WATER RATES 
ARE UP, and timher for racks, super etc., in 
fact, every commodity has gone up. The 
change over from 48 hours to 44 hours per 
Week means an increase in wages of 12~ per 
cent. 

This year we have been faced with all sorts 
of additional wages costs, levies, fares and the 
type of labor is not as efficient as it used to be. 
Our harvesting costs in 1944 will probably be 
higher than ever befo,re, also our packing 
charges. 

A short summary of final sweat box returns 
might not be out of place lhere. These apply 
to a South Australian company:-

1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 

3 Crown 
Sulta.nas 

£29 15 3 
34 10 8 
32 19 9 
35 9 6 
39 9 4 

2 Crown 
Currants 

£21 9 0 
24 19 7 
25 0 2 
29 8 6 
33 3 7 

5 Crown 
L.exias 

£33 12 9 
35 3 3 
35 14 1 
35 9 11 
36 15 10 

I do not propose to compare the percentag.e 
increase in realisation pricee with cost of com
modities. I do wish to state, however, that it 
does not pay to grow currants at £21/9/ p·er 
ton, nor does it pay to dry lexias for £14 per 
ton as in 1925. I would be pleased to be told 
that the present prices obtained for dried fruits 
is a payable one, for in that case a formula 
must have been used to arrive at such a de
cision. 

One also has in mind that a sale of -dried fruit 
was made to the British Government since the 
war at £30 per ton (of all grades sultanas 
landed in Britain. The food controller "sandy 
gaff·ed" the crown grades and they passed to 
first ha.nds at £56 per ton. 

We have admitted for years that we have 
managed to survive only because of tariffs, pre
ference and exchang,e-props that may be 
kicked from under us in post war yea.rs. We 
are Concerned at the implications of the Atlan
tic Charter and the Mutual Aid Agreement. 
Here are the clauses affecting us:-

"They will endeavor, with due respect to 
their exi-sting obligations, to further the en
joyment by all States, great or small, victor or 
vanquished, of access on equal terms to trade 
and raw materi'als of the world which are 
needed for their economic prosperity." 

Article VII of the Mutural Air agreerh,ent 
reached by the United Kingdom and th·e United 
States of America states:-

"ln the final determination of the benefits to 
be provide·d to the U.S.A. by the Government 
of the United Kingdom in return for aid Iur
nished under the Act of Congress of the 11th 
March, 1941, the terms and conditions thereof 
shall be such as not to burden commerce be
tween the two countries, but to promote 
mutually advantageous economit": relations be
tween them and the betterment of world-wide 
economic relations. To that end they shall 
includ·e provisions for agreed actfon by the 
U.S.A. and the U.K., open to participation by 
all ·other countries of like mirid, directed to 
expansion, by appropriate international and 
domestic measures, of production, employment, 
and the exchang·e and consumption of goods, 
Which are the material foundations of the 
liberty and welfare of all peoples; to the elim
ination of all forms of discrimatory treatment 
in international commerce, and to the reduc
tion of tariffs and other trade barriers; and, in 
general, to the attainment of all economic oo
jectives set forth "in the joint deClaration made 
on the 12th August, 1941, by the President of 
the U.S.A. and the Prime Minister of the Unit
ed Kingdom." 

Our Government could protect our future by 
guaranteeing us a cost of production price plus 
a small margin of profit. If necessarY a new 
economy could be set up. This, in itself, migh.t 
be a very good thing because the present eco
nomic system, bas,ed as it is on the gold stan
dard, has retarded production, given us prov
erty in the midst of plenty and bred the ter
rible wars this ge:Q.eration has seen. 

The biggest argument against a _eost of pro
duction price appearS to be the yi-eld per acre. 

Wag,es, materials, water, etc., are, within 
reas-onable limits, the ·same in all areas. Now 
yields per acre vary for ·sev·eral reasons-i.e., 
soil type, care in pruning, <':incturing, spraying, 
sulphuring and other manuring. If an aver
ag.e tonnage basis is arriYed at, growers 
through extra work and expense would be en
titled to the premium obtained by higher yields 
per acre, and better type soil producing better 
crops probably costs more to purchase in the 
first place. There 'are flies in the ointment, 
of course, and lower yielding land, blocks in 
frost areas, seepage affected properties, might 
be legislated for by some sort of subsidy. 

If we want to accept the principle, these dif· 
ficulties could be solved. 

The Development and· Migration Commission 
R'eport contains exhaustive schedules of costs 
which only need to be brought up to date. Fear 
has been expressed at Government action." if the 
industry beMmes too prosperous. 

What a ridiculous statement! Firstly, th,ere 
is no danger of our becoming too prosperous. 
Secondly, we, as electors, deserve the Govern-

ment we put in power and 'if a Gov·ernment is..' 
silly enough to continue planting without pro
vision of markets then we are partly to blame .. 

If men in our industry can set up a ·case such 
as Mr. Malloch gave to the Rural Reconstruc
tion Commission, then an ,equal case can be
put up to give us our dues. 

I am not ·seeking to· ask for exorbitant prices~ 
nor to break down thoughtlessly the marketing 
anangements with our overseas customers. 
The 1944 s'ales to Canada show a welcome lift. 
The inc·reas·ed· tonnage to civilians and the Ser
vices in Australia are also gratifying. No
country, however, can afford to let its primary 
indu·stries languish. We look to primary pro
duction to help pay our overseas commitments. 
and fin•ance our imports and the man on the 
land cannot produce at a loss fOT any length 
of time without mortgaging his assets. I think,_ 
personally, that we, as gro-wers, have been too· 
darn polite about the whole bu-siness of dried. 
fruits prices. ---

In discussing the question with one of our 
packers he· admitted that our pr:esent varying 
returns were a "hit and miss" method. Are 
we gamblers ·who cannot afford to gamble? 
After all, sir, we are only asking for the same 
results as the secondary in-dustries get through 
tariff protection, and the wag,e-earner through 
his arbitration court. 

I trust that I have written enough to start au 
argument in your columns; and the opinions of 
the rank and fi}e growers will no doubt be illu· 
minating. 

Since "starting o.n this paper I have seen the 
new contract f·or sales to U.K., an increase of 
£3" per ton on last year. Very good! We 
also hear of a new schedule of wages in pack
ing houses. An in<':rease all round and bit 
margins. The time seems ripe to put all our 
costs and realisation prices in the melting pot. 
and fish them all out anew, thus putting our 
industry on the financial basis due to us. 

Your, etc., 
C. W. TILL. 

Bamera, S.A. 
[Editor's Note.-While the opinions express

ed above are not necessarily those of the Aus
trali'an Dried Fruits Association, they ate pub· 
lished with a view to awak,ening the general 
interest of growers in the many problems fac
ing the industry. Mr. Till, •who is a member 
of the South Australian nried Fruits Board, is 
a very active worker in dried fruits circles.] 

UGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH 
M.r. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman cif the Common. 

wealth Dried Fruits Control Board stated that 
the Members ·of the Board when in Mildura on 
the 20th and 21st April last made an examina
tion of the fruit in course of processing in the 
various lJacking sheds and found that there 
was a m'arkecl deterioration in a large quan
tity of the Sultanas owing to the. presence of 
ber-ries affected by the brown apple moth. 

The Board quickly brought the matter to the 
notice of the ,Council for Scientific and Indus
trial Research in Melbourne and requested thal 
a special investig,ation be commenced at an 
eal"ly date into the problem through the Re· 
search Station at Merbefu. At the same time 
the Control Board offered to consider the ques
tion of making a special contribution towa,rds 
the cost of the investigation. The Council for 
Sc"ientific and Industrial Research then arrang
ed fo1· an officer (Mr. T. G. Campbell) from 
t.he -DiYisinn of Entomology at Canberra to pro· 
ceed to 1\Iildura in order to undertake a prelim
inary survey of the problem with a view to for
mulating proposals for carrying ·out such in
vestigational work as may be deemed neces
sary. 

Mr. Campbell has concluuded his .survey and· 
has returned to Canberra where he will report 
to the Director of the Division M Entomology 
1vho vrill then determine what fu-rther action is 
to be taken to deal with the problem. 

All capital ships, aircraft carriers and cruis
ers of the Royal Navy lost in the last 2fi years 
have been replaced. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS intere·st·ed .in packing Dried 

Fruits or .the sale of .solutions for de·s
troying of insect Jife in nried Fruits are 
advised that Application No. 18731/34., 
dated 3rd August. 1934, has· been approv
ed and Letters Patent issu-ed which in
clude the use of Ethyl Formate and other 
Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and .prevent unauthorised use of their 
inv-ention. 
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DEHYDRATING TREE 
FRUITS 

Discussing the processing of peaches and 
-pears Mr. E. C. Orton., Senior research officer 
-on fruit drying, processing and packing house 
treatment at the Commonwealth Research Sta
tion, Merbein, said that there was usually a 
·>:.8rtain qu1:1ntity of fruit which, for v•arious rea
. .sons, did not make canning grade-usually ow
ing to its small size or to minoT blemisbes-but 
which was ,neYeththe1ess quite sound and whole
·some. 

The possibility of increasing the output of 
.dried tree fruit bY dehydrating increased quan
tiUes of this type was under con·sideration by 
the authorities. 

In the ordinary way such a programme 
would have necessitated the Con·struction of de
hydrators in canning districts and the provi
~sion of a larg,e number q_f dehydrator trays. 
These trays were normally r'equired for the 
_sulphuring of the prepared fruit in sulphur 
chambers, as well as during the actual dehy
-dration, and since the sulphuring period was. 
usually at least 12 hours or more, many trays 
were required. 

Pra.ctically at any given time, he added, as 
.many trays >Yere being used in the sulphuring 
process as were required in the actual d,ehydra
tion. It was obvious that, if some more rapid 
sulphuring process could- be devised, a great 
saving in dehydrator trays would result. 

GOULBURN VALLEY EXPERIMENTS 

Experiments along these lines were carried 
,aut in the Goulburn Valley district last season. 
It was found that peeled clingstone peac:hes 
and peeled and sliced pears could be sulphured 
by dipping in a suitaMe sulphite solution for 
from one to five minutes and that a sati'sfac
tory dried product l:ould be obtained. In the
-ease of unpeeled fruit, results with peaches 
we1·e less satisfa.ctory but wer,e- quite unsatis
factory with pears. When the sulphite dip 
method was used, it was found that the amount 
rOf sulphur retained by the dried fruit depended 
.on the degree of acidity or 'alkalinity of the dip, 
.and "that when commercial sodium sulphite, 
having an alkaline rea.ction, was used, at a con
.centration containing 2 per cent. sulphur diox
ide, dried peaches retained from 20 to 4:'i 
grains of sulphur dioxide to the pound. On 
adding acid progressiv,ely to this solution the 
amount of sulphur dioxide which was retained 
by the dried fruit diminished; when -sufficient 
acid was added to completely liberate all the 
sulphur dioxide contained in the sodium sul· 
phi-te solution, the dried pea<:b.es retained onlY 
:approximately four to five grains or sulphur 
dioxide per pound. 

TREATMENT OF PEARS 

Somewhat similar results were obtained with 
pe'ars. Usually the most alkaline dips adverse
lY affected the flavor of the dri,ed product. 

Intermediate dips which •were very slightly 
acid, however, g.ave fruit with a satisfactOry 
flavor. This method of :sulphuring show·ed 
great promise with peeled fruits and was al
ready extensively used for apples. There seem
·ed no reason W'ihy it should not prove equally 
satisf!actory with peeled peaches and- peelej . 
and sliced pears. 

PHOSPHORUS IN SOIL IS MADE 
AVAILABLE. BY LIMING 

s~everal workers have shown that the amount 
. of phosphorus available to plant is increased 
after the application of lime or lime·stone to 
soU. This benefit from lime has been found 
to be appreciable even when superphosphate 
has been used as fertiliser. Superphosplhate 
contains calcium (the active element in lime, 
limest·one, and chalk) and this calcium is large
ly in soluable form; so also is the phosphate in . 
super-. The old theory-was that the value of 
superphosphate as a ·source of phosphate for 
plants was due to the tact tha:t" the p:hosphate 
l1ad been conv-erted into a soluble form which 
the plants could take up readily. To add lime 
with the super would offset thl·s benefit, and 
was discouraged. We -now kn-ow that when 
pho-sphate· in water-soluble form is added to 
soil, most of the phosphate combines with soil 
constituents to become at least temporarily in· 
soluble in water. This immobilisation or "fix
ing''' of plhosphorus by the soil, which results in 
the phosphate becoming unavailable or only 
slowly available to plants, partly arises from 
the formation of phosphates of iron and alum
inium, which are p-ractically useless to plants. It 
has been. suggested that lime somehow decom
poses th·e iron and aluminium phosphates, though 
it was not dear how tihat could occur. Two 
Indian workerS, M. 0. Ghani and s. A. Aleem, 
of Dacca. University, have .shown that when 
slaked lime, chalk, magnesium oxide or gYPsum 
was added to portions. of an acid soil kept 
under laboratory co.nditions, the amount of 
phosphorus. that could be suppo-s,ed to be avail
able_· to plants incre'a.Sed. The effect of the 

added materials in increasing the amount of 
ava'ilable phosphorus persisted for some weeks. 
'l'h•ere was practically no effect upon the in
soluble phospihates, and it appears that the in
creased amount of available phosphate had 
been principally derived from the organic phos
pho•rus such as is present in the tissue:s of 
fungi and remains of higher plants. This in 
turn suggests that the effect of the ci-dded rna~ 
terials 1vas a stimulation of tile activities of the 
soil microbes, and particularly the bacteria. In 
presence of lime, chalk, <etc., bacteria were able 
to complet,e the deMmposition of organic· mat
ter and to bring its locked-up phosphorus into 
a form which plants can assimilate.-Montbly 
Sci'ence News. 

APPLE MOTH PROGRAMME 
3'Y A. V, Lyon, M.Ag.,Sc. 

Examinations of crops of tick beans have 
shown that, at any rate uJ} to the first wef:k tu 
June, the larvae of the ~lpple moth ·w·ere still 
feeding on the·se plants. It is difficult to find. 
the cocoons, but no doubt they are there and 
will increase in numbers. Although final 
t·ecommendations for next sea'.30ll's treatment 
of apple moth are not yet out, it is certain 
from discussions with the various authorities 
that September spraying of young vine shoots 
\Vill be recommended. Vi7hAn this point was 
mentioned in ::vrerbein recentlY, the mo-.:,t use· 
fnl contl'ibution to the discussion came from 
the engineering branch of a packing house
a ve1·y insistent request to "Tell growers to 
send their sp1·ay outfits in now." It is a very 
useful reminder that with spraying in the set
tlement concentrated over the short period, 
there will be many disappointed .growers if' we 
etll depend on getting early September repa-irs. 
Manpower position has two effects: The staff 
is short handed, and the spray units are get
ting no younger. Replacements, as new units 
or parts are difficult; and as repairs take 
longer than replacements, the best plan )s to 
start the overhaul now. 

As far as the actual recommendations are 
concerned, we have in the fi.rst place the un· 
1loubted fact that our present preventative pro
gramme in no way measures up to the re
IIUirements tor the job. The pest has built up 
in the district to a population larger than 
hitherto experienced; and for satisfactory con
tl'Ol, spraying must be Increased accordingly. 
The supply of spray materials (arsenatfl of 
lead) must also be provided. Although new 
3prays may eventually materialise, it is best 
in a crisis to stick to the .sprays known to be 
effectiive. 

PRICES OF WINE GRAPES 

Presenting The Growers' 
Case 

As a result of the strenuous efforts of the 
Federal Grape Gro'wers Counci-l, the Ministe':' 
of Customs has approYed of an increase of £1 
per ton on wine grapes for the 1944 vintage. 

Following a rise of £1 per ton for the 1943 
vintage, thi.s constitutes a total incrrease of ap
pmximately 3·0 per cent on pre-war prices. 
T4e Federal Council is composed of grower 
1·epresentatives from all the wine-making 
State·s, and the River is rep-r-esented through 
its local orga_nisa.tion, The Upper Murray Grape 
Gro,vers' Association, of wrhich Mr. W. F. H . 
Edmunds is chairman and Mr. J. J. Hatch -sec
r-etary. 

Prior to the commencement of the vintage in 
each year the grape growers delegates confer 
first in their own State Council and th·en the 
deleg•ates representing the F.G.G.C. meet the 
Viticultural Council who represent the wine
makers in conference to decide a fair price. 
·The two bodies aftel'lwards jointly meet the 
Comptrollel' of Customs, who subsequently an
nounce the Minister's decision. 

This procedure was followed this ye'ar, but 
was supplemented by a report submitted ·and 
prepared by an officer loaned by tJh,e Federal 

Prices Commissioner to the Customs Depart· 
ment. This officer in company with excise 
officers visited the whole of the wine producing 
areas in Australia and made an exhaustive 
analysis of grower's costs. These officers took 
evidence from growers at Waik,erie, Glossop 
and Renmark. 

The committee of the Upper Murray Grape 
Growers Association naturally feels gratified 
\Vith its effort oTer th·e past two years in trying 
to keep grape prices somewhere in step with 
the rising costs of production. Thes-e results 
have not been brought about without a goo.d 
d,e'a.l of arduous labor by the committee whose 
1vork it is to present the grower's case. 

The committee is grateful to those growers 
and Others 1vh'o· were able 'during a busy period, 
to meet the investigation o eers and to give 
evidence. 

The present committee of the Upper Murray 
Grape Growers Association comprises Messrs. 
VV. F. H. Edmunds (chairman), 0. Weste, W. 
H. Eaton (Renmark), F. R. Francis and C. B. 
Willi-ams (Waikerie), F. G. H. Garret (vice
chairman), G. Bulpitt, H. J. Davis, C. C. Warn
ecke, A. H. Penny, E. D. Anderson, J. J. Hatcb 
(secretary), and V. Shepherd Berri·Barm.rera). 

SUCCESSFUL TESTS OF LEIGH CREEK 
COAL AT BERRI DISTILLERY 

Successful tests of Leigh Creek coal have 
been conducted recently at the Berri CCH>pera
tive \Vinery and Distillery. The trial was ar
ranged by the manager (Mr. W. S. Garnett) 
with the Premier (Mr. Playf-ord), at whose 
direction 20 tons were sent up. The tests are 
being c'arried out under th·e supervision of ·Mr. 
"\V. H. Lang, consulting engineer for the com
pany, and are being watched by Mr. Roberts. 
inspecting ·engineer for the Boiler Department, 
Adelaide. 

The first test, Mr. Lang stated this morning. 
was with 50 per cent. Leigh Creek and 50 per 
cent. Newcastle coal. It proved so successful_ 
that the next test was made with an 'increased 
ratio, 66 2~3rd to 33 1-3rd. This 'again was en
tirely successful, the boiler, which is a Bab
cock-Wilcox water-tube type, "evaporating. at 
normal capacity (3500 'lbs. of water per hour). 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE TO VISIT 
WAlKERI£ 

Council's Post-War Irrigation Plan 
The Irrigation Development -Committee :will 

he visiting Waikerie during July. Advice to 
this effect was received at the last meeting of 
the Waikerie District Council. 

A letter from th·e committee making this inti
mation, st'ated that the visit was being made 
to inquire into the post-war development of 
land a.s suggested by the council. 

It was decided by the council to forward 
copi'es of the letter to the A.D.F.A. and Citrus 
Association and it was l>eft with the chairman 
(Cr. J. H. Strangman) to take such Othe!' 
action as he deemed necessary. 

PUT AN fNDING 
TO NffDLESS 
,,, SPfNDING 
... (,jji~ 

Barmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA; S.A. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT I'A£KERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Looal Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 

Coy, Ltd., McCormick·Deering Tractors. 

P.O. E>OX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 &. 32 
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RIVER BUREAU 
BRANCHES ANNUAL 

CONFERENCES 
The annual conference of River Murray 

bral}.ches of the Agricultural Bureau of S.A. is 
always looked forward tn by serious minded 
growers, who regard the production of vine 
and tree fruits on .the irrigation settlements as 
their life's work. Such a conf·erence, attend
ed by the leading officials of the Department of 
Agriculture, who are there to answer questions 
as experts in their various departments, con
stitutes 'a cleaning hou~e for the thoughts 
which growers :have given to our various prob
lems during the year. Every one of such con
ferenees has a distinct characteristic. and this 
year's conference held at Waik·erie. r€cently, 
featured the production of citrus fruits as Of 
outstanding importapce. 

The Department of Agricultur·e must be con
gratulated on the "get up" of the printed 
agenda. In addition to the papers given at 
the conference it contained an article by H. K. 
Kemp, B.Agr. Sc., on "Little Leaf in Deciduous 
Fruit Trees and Vines," with illuStrations show
in the ease with which zinc deficiencies can 
be diagnosed. Although this article was not 
read at conference it constituted an important 
item of mOre than g.eneral interest. 

Mr. Bruce Murdock gave the ope-ning address 
at conference. As a member of the Advisory 
Board nf Agriculture and his position in the 
dried fruits industry, Mr. Murdoch dealt chief
ly with the post-•var expansion on Irrigation on 
the River "Expansion and Markets," said 
Mr. :.Y.Iurdoch, "must go hand in -hand." T:he 
possibilities of irrigation expansio.n were al
most unlimited, but the lines upon which pro
duction should follow ,were for diversified plant
ing rather than SP'ecialised planting. He be
lieved strongly with the views held by the late 
Mr. H. S. Taylor on this point, and it seemed 
"to him the only common sense view to take. 

Population is bound to incr<ease in Australia 
after the war, and we have to look ahead to 
produce the 101 line-s grown in California to 
supply our home market with new as well as 
the better known lines now produced. The 
part taken by the Bureau system in holding 
conferences in out-of-the-way places sometimes 
has far reaching effects on the future produc
tion of the State, and the usefulness of such a 
confer-ence cannot be over-ex'aggerated. 

COST OF PRODUCTION PRICE 
Mr. Clem Till read a paper on "The Principle 

of a Cost o,f Production Price as applied to 
Dried Fruits."' Mr. Till took his view that the 
cost of production had increased q'uicker than 
the increase ill price of dri,ed fruit and that the 
cost of production should be guaranteed by the 
Commonwealth Government. 

Mr. Murdoch s'aid that Mr. Till ignored the 
fact that the Commonwealth controller of 
~trices had the matter well under the eye, and 
that a-ny increase in price would have to be 
granted by t"hat gentleman. High prices of any 
primary produce eventually had a boomerang 
effect on the produc~r. 

"THE GROWER UNIT" 
Mr . F. B. Harden gave a very thciug:htful 

paper on "The Grower Unit and Irrigation Ex
pansion." Looking to the future, Mr. Harden 
visualised the time when every acre of avail
able l'and •was being made use of in the Murray 
Valley basin. Irrigation system-s were dealt 
With, th·e lay-out and planning for future plant
ings were gone into in a detailed manner. One 
of Mr. Harden's dominant points in the address 
was the control of finanoe. "Finance will play 
a dominant part in the success or otherwise of 
both individual and area," sai-d Mr. Hard-en, 
"and this is of national importance, As im
mense· national ti.s·sets will come into being, it 
is only right that all financing should be done 
by Commonwealth. Advances of money by 
privat•e institutions or individuals against lalld 
in irrigation areas should not be permitted, but 
slhould only come from the Commonwealth; in
terest rates should be ut an irre-ducible mini-
mum." -:- • 

Mr. Harden put down nine points which he 
considered €ssential for the future success of 
land settlement o:n the Rlver: (1) An area soil 
surveye-d and scientifically classed. (2) Drain
age facilities installed at outset. (3) Minimum 
overhead cost of s•ettlement. (4) Sane and 
sympathetic finance by the Commonwealth for 
the individuaL (5) Insurance against climatic 
damage to cost of production. (6) Unrestrict. 
ed right to planting. (7) Definite control.of 
Water distribution by means of a board of 
authoritY. (8) Town planning and social 
amenities. (9) Co-oper'ativ·e endeavor in all 
ways. 

The ·only point of criticism offered to Mr. 
Harden's paper was to No. 6, "unrestricted 
planting." Mr. Murdoch th-ought that the 
planting of new ·areas lhad to be carefully 
watched and in the light of the past 20 or 30 
y>ears' experience he thooght that th·e p-rinciple 
-of unrestricted planting W'as suicidal. Mr. 
Strickland thought that in subdividing new 
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area.s it might be possible to choose a variation 
of plantings to suit the soil types. If the. 
sprinkler system :were Installed, even at a high 
initial cost, this cost could be offs-et by avoid
ing the need for drainage. The Berri Experi
mental Orchard was soon to instal a sprinkler 
system. on six or seven acres from which use
ful data would be obtained. Mr. Martin 
Wilksch said that it was sometimes said that 
if vine· fruits were planted under the sprinkler 
system they would suffer, but in the sprinkler 
system on his Citrus trees the water was put on 
to a f·ew currant vines close by, but no split
ting of fruit had occurred. 

MANY QUESTIONS 
An outstanding characteristic of the confer· 

ence is the large number of questions on the 
agenda paper, the questions were of such inter
·est that the time taken over many of them had 
to bring the chairman to his feet and suggest 
that, in order to get through. the discussions 
should be as brief as possible. There was 
enough material in the questions to keep th-e 
discussion going for many more hours th'au 
was allowed. 

FRUITGROWERS' AWARD 

Interim Award for Permanent Block Hands 
which came into operation as from 11th 

April, 1944. 
(A permanent Block Hand is one who is under 
a weekly engagement and whose empl'oyment 
is continuous in the. ordinary sense of the term 
or whose duties or functions are general in the 
work of the block and not a seasonal or casual 
worker.) 

OVERTIME 
All work clone in excess of 44 hours in the 

week of 6 days other than Sunday shall b8 
paid at the rate of time a.nd a half for the firs-:.. 
two hours and double time thereafter, but this 
provision shall not apply unless in the -relevant 
week the employee shall have worked 44 hours 
ordinary time. 

ANNUAL LEAVE 
(a) After the expiration of 12 months con

tinuous service 'IYith one employer an employee 
employed as a·permanent hand shall be granted 
one week's annual leave on full pay. 

(b) After the expiration of a further_ 12 
months continuous service with the same em
ployel' the employee shall be ·entitled to !:l 
weekS' annual leave on full pay and to a fur
ther 2 weeks annual leave at the end of each 
successive period of 12 months' service with 
the same employer. 

(c) Servic:e shall be deemed continuous ·for 
the purpose of this clause, no·thwithstanding 
the annual leave given or ·absences by reason 
of sickness for which payment is made unde:!: 
the A'ward. 

(d) The annual leave shall be taken at a time 
mutually agreed between the employee and :his 
employer or failing agreement at a time, fixed 
by the employer of which seven days notice 
shall be g.iven to the ·employee. 

(2) For the purpose of this clause the first 
year shall be deemed to have Comrnericed on 
th·e 1st -day of April, 1943, in .respect of em
ploy€es in the employment of their present em
ployers on that date and as from the com~ 
mencement of th·eir employment in other cases. 

SI,CK LEAVE 

An employee who is absent from work on 
account of his or her own illness or ou account 
o'f injury by accident arising out of and in .the 
course of his or her employment, shall be en
titled to leave of a-bsence without deduction of 
pay, subject to the following conditions an1 
limitations:-

(a) He or she shall not be •entitled to such 
leave of abs.ence unless he or she shall have 
been in the service-of the_ employer concerned 
for at least three months immediately :prior to 
such absence; 

(b) He or she shall not be entitled to such 
leave of absence for any period in respect of 
which he or she is entitled to _workers' com
pensation; 

(c) He or she shall within 24 hours of the 
commencement of such absence inform the em· 
player of his or her inability to attend at his 
a.r her work and, as far as practicabl,e, state 
the nature of the illness or injury and the esti
mated duration of absence; 

(d) He or she shall prove to the satisfaction 
of the 'employer (or in the event of any dis· 
pute of a Board of Reference) that he or she 
was unable on aecount of such illness or injury 
to attend at his or her work on the day Qr days 
in respect whereof such leave is claimed. (For 
the purpos·e hereof the· employer or the Board 
of Reference may requil'le an employee to make 
a statutory declaration verifying tJhe cause and 
length of his or her absence); 

(e) He or ·sbe shall not be entitled in any 
year (whether during such year in the employ 
of one or more than one employer) to such 
l~ave of absence in excess of 44 hours working 

time, nor to payment in excess of 44 hours at:. 
ordinary rates. 

SUNDAY AND HOLIDAYS 
Notwithstanding Clause 13 o{ the Award ac 

permanent hand for any work performed on a 
Sunday or a clay observed as a Public Holiday
under the said Clause shall be paid at the rate, 
of double time. 

LOADING 
To the wages prescribed in the said Award: 

and payable to a. perm'anent hand in the Mil
dura District the·l'e shall be added a constant 
loading of 4/- per week. This loading shall 
not be subject to quarterly adjustment unde-c 
Clause 3 of the said Award. 

VICTORIAN DRIED' 
FRUITS BOARD 

A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fru-Its' 
Board was held in Melbourne on the 1st June,. 
1944. The Chairman (Mr. Parker J. Moloney) 
presided and there were present also: Messrs. 

·F. M .. R·ead (Deputy Chairman). S. R. Mansell~. 
H. V. Uavey, A. Rawlings, D. E'. Barry Wood 
and D. A. Cockroft. 

Members decided that a letter be sent to· 
each of the Board's graders, re-stating, the pre
cise duties which he was appointed by the 
board to perform so that full effect should be
given to the intentions for whic:h the regula
tions were designed and, inter alia, stressing 
that the primary duty of the grader is to en
sure that the grower receiv-es the correct. 
grade for all u.nstemmed fruit delivered to the 
packing house and that,' in any cas·e ·O<f dispute 
or doubt concerning the correctness of the, 
grade of such fruit, the dMision of the grader 
shall be final; furthermore, that the board's' 
grader, while acting as such, shall not under
take any packing house duties calculated to in
terfere in any way with the above·mentioned, 
primary duty for which he was appointed. 

The Chairman reported that a gro-wer in the 
Rochester district was convict•ed at the Roches
ter Court on the 10th May for selling dried" 
fruits which had not been packed at a register
ed packing house-for which he "\Vas fined £5, 
with £7/15/6 costs. 

REVISED QUOTAS 
It was 'agreed that the following quotas be

recommended to the Minister as the maximum 
proportions of ·dried fruits produced in Victoria 
whiCh may be marketed within Victoria for 
the 1944 season: Cm-rants, 17il; per cent.; sul
tanas, 20 p·er cent.; lexias, 25 per cent., and 
dried Ohanez grapes, 25 per cent. 

The :Chairman stated that arrangements had 
been completed, through the Commonwealth 
Bank. to invest £1500 in the Commonwealth 
War Loan, maturing in 1'949-the money to be· 
allotted on the following production basis: 

Mildura/Irymple . . . . . . £450 
Merhein . . . . . . . . . . . 315 
Red Cliffs . . . . . , . . 555 
\:Voorinen, Nya:fl and 

Tresco . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 

£1500 
With .regard to the proposed pros·ecution of" 

an applicant 'at Irymp}e to obtain extra draw
back fruit from different packing hou-ses 'With
out permission of the board, Mr. Moloney said 
that, following a statement from the board's. 
Inspector concerning this matter, a brief was, 
prepared and forwarded to th·e Crown Solicitor 
who advised proceedings be instituted against 
this person on two charges of having obtained 
drawback fruit contrary to Regulation 83. 

Consideration was also given to a number of 
appliOatio.ns for additional .drawback and Other· 
business of a routine nature consisted of a. 
survey of the pack figures up to the 30th April,. 
1944, adoption of the board's financial state
ment . showing expenditure tO 27th May, 1944, 
and the passi'ng of the, boa-fd's accounts to the· 
same date. 

TRACTOR HIRE IN WEST AUST. 
Having r-egard· to some of the charges made· 

by1 certain tracter owners in some of the dried 
fruits areas the, following is of interest. 

A plan is being finalis•ed in West Australia. 
whereby tractors will be hired under an ar· 
mngement set up _by the Director-General of 
Agriculture. 

Suggested rates for h:tre which hav·e been 
provisionally determined and will be recognts-
ed for the time beihg to be charged for actual 
times operated in tbe field are as under. 

Garden Tractors . . . . . 5/· per hou'r 
Farmall A. _. . . . 8/w ~· " 
Massey Harris &/-
Farman H. . . . . . . 8/6 
T.D.9 ............ 12/6 
W.D.40 . . . . . . • . . . 10/· " 
Howard Rotary Hoe 

(Large) . . . . . . 12/6 " 
In prep'a.Iing the rates consid•eration was 

given to lost time and ~ su:ffi.~ient high operat
ing rat·e· was fixed to cover this charg.e. 

-From "Farmer and Dairyman:." 

rj;• 
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Commonwealth Dried Fruits 

Nineteenth Annual Report 
In hos report to the annual meeting of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Con

trol Board, the Chairman (Mr. R. H. Gilbert) dealt at some ·length on the findc 
ings of the United Nations' Food Conference. Recommendations made by the 
conference, s'aid Mr. Gilbert, covered praCtically every aspect of the world 
production and distribution of food and agricultural commodities, and because 
of their far reaching effect on, and possible danger to the Australian dried fruits 
industry, the Board urged that the recommendations receive the most careful 
considerat;on of the Government. 

The repo·rt piesented by the Chairman (Mr. 
R. H. Gilbert) was:----:-

The personnel of. the Board is as followS:
Ele-cted members-Victoria: Mr. E. J. Casey 
and Mr. P. ::\Ialloch. South A,ustralia: Mr. H. 
D. Howie, O.B.~, New South Wales: Mr. L. 
McLeod. \Vestern Australia: Mr. H. V. Foster. 
Nominated members-Mr. R..H. Gilbert (Chair. 
man), l\lr. J. B. Murdoch, Mr. E. J: Mulvany, 
1.8.0. 

DEATH OF MR. W,. C. F. THOMAS, C.B.E. 
It is 1With the' 'deepest' regret that the Board 

places on record the- dea.t·h of l\~Ir. W. C: F. 
Thomas, C.B-.E .. on the 21st day of May, 1943, 
as the result of an accident. 

The late Mr. Thomas occupied the position 
of Government Rern'esentative and Chairman 
of the Board since it was established in 19,25. 

During his long chai-rmanshiD of the Board, 
Mr. Thorilas gave to the Australian dried fruits 
ir.idustry· the benefit of his wide business ex
perience, an-d '\-Vith the lat·e ::vrr. A. F. Bell, 
C M.G., helped very materially to stabilise the 
industry. 

The passing of Mr. Thomas is keenly felt by 
·his colleagues on the Board, who d,esire to 
ackno\vledge with _appreciation the many mes· 
sages of sympathy received in respect to the 
death of Mr. Thomas. 

APPOINTMENT OF MR._ R. H. GILBERT 

Thre vacancy of Gover-nment Representative 
-on the Board was filled by the appointment 
thereto of Mr. R. H. Gilbert by the Governor~ 
General. The Board appointed Mr. Gilbert as 
Chairman. 

THE LONDON AGENCY OF THE BOARD 

The agency of the Board in London com
-prises the following:-

Mr. F. L. MCDougall, C.M.G., ·Chairman; Mr. 
A. 1£. ·Gough, O.B.E., :\!!ember; Mr. J. J. S. 
Scouler, Executive Member and Secretary. 

::VIr. McDougall in his position as Chairman 
of the London Ag-ency continues to rend·er ser
vice of the utmost importance to the Board and 
the industry. 

~essrs. Gough and St;:ouler, who were ap
l'JOinted at the commencement of the pres-ent 
\Var to the respective positions of Director and 
Assistant Director of the Dried Fruits Branch 
of the British Ministry of Food, are r-endering 
services of great value to the Government of 
the United Kingdom. 

PRODUCTION 

Since the establishment of the Board in 1925 
the production of currants, sultanas and Iexias 
i.n the Commonwealth :has been as follows:-

Season C'rants s~tanas Lexias Total 
Toll'S To.ns Tons Tons 

1925 .. .. 11,693 20,418 5,106 37,217 
1926 12,636 19,385 3,011 35,032 
1927 11,437 38,459 5,305 55.201 
1928 .. 7,174 19,459 5,217 31,850 
1929 18,986 46,077 6,660 71,723 

quantity so div·€rted would have been greater 
had the necessary equipment been aVailable. 

EXPORTS 

After .. deducting Australian Tequirements, the 
quantity exported from the Commonwealth 
since the ye.itr 1'925 was as follows:-

Season C'rants S'ianaS Lexias Total 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 

1925 7,120 14.147 3,261 24,528 
1926 ~,080 13,258 787 23,125 
1927 7,551 30,910 2,733 41.194 
1928 3,689 13,120 2,378 19,187 
1929 14,998 39,229 3,561 57,788 
1930 15,328 38,384 3,020 56,732 
1931 13,787 20,154 4>025 37,966 
1932 12,725 2~,047 1,493 43,265 
1933 13,243 47,564 4,920 65,727 
1934 13,682 36,122 3,918 53,722 
1935 16,453 31,811 1,576 49,840 
1936 7,535 35,805 3,513 46,853 
1937 13,352 37,344 3,327 54,023 
1938 16,805 54,229 4,223 75,257 
1939 20,275 32,298 3,381 55,954 
1940 20,521 52,589 4,217 77,327 
1941 12,750 43,3·23 6,15-5 62,228 
1942 14,690 49,356 4,0% 68,141 
1943 (Estd.) 15,535 44,027 5,598 65,160 

The efficient manner- ·in which this large ton
nage of 1943 season's fruit has been moved 
from the producing c,entres in Victoria and 
South Australia to the .seaboard bY the State 
railways is greatly appreciated by the Board 
and the industry. 

The Board t:bis'. year ag,ain directed ship
ments to the various overs-eas markets so that 
each licensed exporter would sihare equitably 
in the returns from those markets. 

ALLOCATION OF AUSTRALIAN CROP 

The production of' AuStralian dried vine 
fruits of the 1943 season was allocated -by the 
Combined Food Boa,rd at Washington in ac
cordance with an arJ::angement agreed to by the 
Commonwealth Gove·rnment. 

The Combine-d Food Board which includes 
representatives of the Governments of the 
United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
Australia, So·uth Africa and New Zealand, in 
the latter part of 1942 obtained from Califor
nia, Australia and South Africa, an estimate of 
production of dried vine fruits for the 1943 
season, and information regarding the pre-war 
movement of such fruits. With the assistance 
of the London Food Oommittee the Combined 
Food Board then allocated the 1943 pro-duction 
so as to meet the full demands of the services 
in the various Allied countries: The require
ments of the civil population in 'each Country, 

- ·with the exception of the United Kingdom, was 
to be reduced on a uniform basis if necessary. 

It was recognised that because of the sp·ecial 
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circumstances existing, all the dried fruit pos
sible should be made available for the services 
and civil'ian populati-on in the United Kingdom. 

Of the Commonwealth production orf cur
rants snltanas and Iexias for the 1943 season, 
at the instance of the Combined Food Board, 
24,750 tons were allocated to the C-ommon
wealth for service and civilian requirements, 
and 65,160 tons to the various Allied countries. 

This allo-cation was agreed to by the Com
monwealth Government after consultation with 
representatives of the Board, the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association, and the Consultative 
Committee of t:be four State Dried Fruits 
Boards. 

SALE TO UNITED KINGDOM 
The Government of the -United Kingdom 

again purchased from the ·Commonwealth Go
vernment the available surplus of th,e 1943 sea4 

son's currants, sultanas1 an-d lexias on an .f.o.b. 
basis at the following prices in English cur-
rency:-

Per Ton 
£ s: d. 

Currants-all grade-s from 1 crown 
upwards . . . . . . . . 30 5 0 

Sultanas-all gradeS from 1 crown 
upwards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41 0 0 

Lexia.s-4 and 5 croWn . . . . . . . . . . 40 10 0 
These prices which were recommended -by 

the Board to the 1Commonwealth Government 
represent a substantial increase over pre-war 
prices, and should enable producers to meet 
the increased cOsts of production. 

Similar satisfa.ctory results have ,been ob
tained in respect to the sale made to Canada 
and ~ew Zealand. 

CANADA 
"fhe quantity of Australian dried vine fruits 

of the 1943 season allocated by the Combined 
Food Board, Washington, was again sold by 
the Common1wealth Government to the Cana
dian Commodities Prices Stabilisation Corpora
tion Limited, and in the neg,otiations for the 
sale of this fruit great assistance was given by 
Mr. R. R. Ellen, the Acting· Australian Govern
ment Trade Commissioner in Canada. 

The undermentioned table, which is com
piled on the basis of 2,240 lb. to the ton, sets 
out the exports ·of Australian dried fruits to 
Canada during the years 1926 to 1942:-

S,eason C'rants S'tanas Lexias 

1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
19~~ 
1940 
1941 
1942 

Tons Tons Tons 
406 261 109 

1,862 879 657 
2,199 708 149 
1,537 2,525 598 
1.560 5,52~ 346 
2,155 6,192 602 
2,216 11,680 687 
1,468 6,268 343 
2,226 11,406 896 
2,186 11,846 688 
2,107 13,329 694 
2,234 13,631 1,268 
2,094 10,397 1,061 
2,198 11,224 987 
2,520 16,253 1,331 
2,646 16,033 1,559 
2,276 14,379 870 

NEW ZEALAND 

Total 
Tons 

776 
3,398 
3,056 
4,660 
7,435 
8,949 

14,583 
8,079 

14,528 
14.720 
16,130 
17,133 
13,552 
14,409 
20,104 
20,238 
17,525 

Ln respect to the 1943 season's crop, arrange
ments were made for Australia to ,supply the 
whole of the currants, sultanas and lexi!ts 
allocated to New Zealand by the Combined 
Food Board. 

Tihe shipments of Australian dried fruits to 
New Zealand for· the years 1925 to 1942 are 
shown in the ··following table:-

1930 18,903 47,457 . 5,834 72,194 
1931 17,480 26,395 6,674 50,549 
1932 .. 17,268 36,706 4,527 58,501 IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
1933 .. lo6,469 53,816 7,547 77,832 
1934 '. 17,896 44,459 7,236 69,591 
1935 .. 21,018 40,221 5,665 66,904 
1936 12,336 43,580 7,026 62,942 
1937 18.188 46,242 6,789 71,219 
1938 20,734 62,625 8,328 91,687 
1939 24,107 41,383 7,436 72,926 
1940 24,798 62,035 8,739 95,572 
1941 .. 16,923 52,031 10,779 79,733 
1942 .. 21,184 62,437 8,941 92,562 
1943 (Estd.) 21,120 59,250 10,100 90,470 

Seasonal conditions in li43 wer'e in ~yery 
'Way satisfactory, and under the arrangements 
made by the manpower authorities, harvesting 
an-d processing proceeded ·successfully. The 
grad'e and quality of the fruit reached a very 
high level. 

The increase in the production of lexias over 
that of 1942 is due to the response of growers 
to the request -of th'e Oommo.nwealth Govern~ 
ment to, -divert to the dri·ed fruit pack portion 
of the grapes which would have otherwise 
been manufactured into wine or spirits. The 

MILDURA 
OPERATING AT 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALITY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 
P. MALLOCH, 

Manager. 
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S'eason C'rants S'tanas Lexias Total 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 

1925 .. 351 1,113 23 1,487 
1926 310 1,427 11 1,748 
1n7 483 1,764 10 2,257 
1928 465 1,185 4 1,654 
1929 522 1,495 10 2,027 
1930 .... 447 1,672 45 2,164 
1931 657 1,635 51 2,343 
1932 597 2,698 48 3,343 
1933 461 1,245 36 1,742 
1934 693 2,271 403 3,367 
1935 561 2,705 524 3,790 
1936 621 2,887 486 3,994 
1937 525 3,495 513 4,533 
1938 359 2,889 5&5 3,813 
1939 455 3,328 610 4,393 
1940 .. 656 4,020 1,155 5,831 
1941 .. 806 4,487 933 6,226 
1942 .... 634 3,962 976 5,572 

!POST-WAR PROBLEMS OF TH.E DRIED 

VINE FRUITS INDUSTRY 

A survey of the present position of the Aus
tralian dried vine fruits industry and its post
war requirements has already been submitted 
by the Board to the Rural Reconstruction Com
mission which has been set up by the Com
monwealth Go,vernment to examine and report 
upon the question of the economic development 
of primary industries after the war. . 

It was indicated to the Commission by the 
Board that the present financial stability of 
trhe industry was the result of-

(a) the tariff preference accorded to Aus
tralian ·dried fruits in the United Kingdom, 
Canada and New Zealand, to which countries 
f.rom 70 per cent. to 80 per cent. of the pro~ 
duction is exported 

(b) the exchange premium of 25 1peT cent. 
on fruit exported to the United Kingdom and 
Canada; 

(c) the Australian tariff of [id per lb. on 
currants and raisins and the maintenance of 
an Australian price in excess of the export 
parity on the quantity consumed in Austra
lia (a·bout 20 per·cent. to 25 per cent. of the 
production). 
Emphasis was laid on the fact that unless 

these ai"ds, especialiy the preferences, were 
maintained after the war or in their place an 
international sc:heme for the control of the 
world aproduction and disposal of dried fruits 
was devised which would ensure payable re
turns to producers, the continuance ·of the pro
ducti-on of currants, sultanas and 'lexias in Aus
tralia On the basis of the present living .stan· 
d.ards would ·be impassible. 

The attentioh or the ICommisBion was also 
invited to the fact that yields from the areas 
in Australia now planted with vines for the 
production of dried f.ruits were .sufficient t9 
supply the requirements of Australia, and 
those oversea,s countries where, because of the 
tariff preferences, payable prices could be ob
tained. 

It was urged on the Commission by the 
Board that any furthe.r extension of the planL
ing of vines for dried fruits o,n new areas in 
the Commonwealth should not be permitted 
until additional payable markets could be 
secured for the increased production·. 

UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON FOOO 

AND AGRICULTURE 

From the 18th May to the 30th June, 1943, 
there were gathered together at Hot Springs, 
Virginia, .United Stat·es of America, at the inM 
vitation of the Government of the United 
States of America, the .representatives of 44 
nations to consider the goal of fr.eedom from 
want in relation to food and agriculture. 

The countries represented at this conference 
included Australia, Canada, China, France, 
Great Britain, Gre·ece, India, Iran, Iraq, Tihe 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Russia, 
South Africa and th-e U.nited States of America. 

Mr. F. L. McDougall, C.M.G., Economic 
Adviser to the Australian High Commissioner, 
London, and Chairman of the London Ag.ency 
of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Board was 
one of the rep-reS'entatives of Australia. 

The conferen~e recognised that freedom 
from want means a secure, an adequate, and 
a ·suitable supply of food for every man and 
that this ·would necessitate a great increase in 
the world production of food. 

It was shown that in all countries large sec
tions of the population did not get adequate 
and suitable food for health, and ·that in many 
countries the majority of the people are i-n 
this situation, and that be·cause of this malnu
trition various diseases are very pr.evalent. 

It ·was resolved that freedom f-rom want for 
the people in all lands can only be achi'eved by 
co-ordinated action and mutual responsibility 
on the part of all the Governments to expa.ud 
and improve production, to increase employ· 
ment, to raise levels of consumption, and to 
establish greater freedom in international com
merce by the esta·blishment of an equitable 
balance between agriculture and industry, by 
the de~elopment and best us·e of agricultural 
and other inaterial resources, the orderly man-
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agement of currencies and exchange, and an 
improve-ment in the methods of, and a reduction 
of all 'barriers to, internatio•n'al trade and transM 
portati6n. 

It was also recommended that ·:in interna
tional organisation should be created at an 
early date to study the feasibility and d,esira
bility of ma.king ir!ternational arrangements 
for the orderly conduct of the production and 
distribution of food and agricultural commodi
ties. 

It was decided to establish an int·erim com
mission to carry out, as far as poSsible under 
war conditions, the recommendations of the 

• conference, and to formulate a specific plan 
for a permanent organisation to give effect to 
the recommendations of the conference in the 
post-"W'ar p·eriod particularly th,_ose relating to 
the production., di·stribution and consumption 
of food and other agricultural pr:oduets. 

The conference affirmed the principle of 
mutual responsibility and co~ordinated action 
by all Governments in the transition period 
which may extend over several years after ti!1e 
end of the war-

( a) to supply the basic requirements of 
essential foodstuffs ahd certain other agri
cultural and marine products and the neces
.sary instruments of production such as fer
tilisers and machinery and the mean.s of 
international transportation; 

(b) to prevent speculative and violent :fluc
tuations in the prices of food, the instru
ments of production and other necessities in
cluding industrial g.oods; 

(c) to effect post-war readjustment of agri
culture to a.chieve a progr·essive and balanc
ed expansion of production and consumption 
throughout the world. 
The re·commendations made by trhe cqnferM 

ence cover practically ·every aspect of the 
world production and distribution of food and 
agricultural commodities and because of their 
far reaching effect on, and possible danger to 
the Australian dried fruits industry, the Board 
urges that the recommendations receive the 
most careful conside,ration of the Government. 

FINANCE 

Under the Dried Fruits Export Charges Act 
1924-1929 the following rates of levy for the 
seasons 1938 to 1943, ,both inclusive, were 
prescribed by the Government on the recom
menclatio~ of the Board:-

1938 1939 1940 19411942 1943: 
Per Per Per Per Per Per 
cwt. owt. cwt. cwt. cwt. ow.t 
d d d d d d 

Currants . . . . . 6 4~ 3 2! 2 1~. 
Sultanas . . . . . '9 6 4~ 3!1; 3 2 
Lexias . . . . . . 9 6 4~ 3?,; 3 2 

During the year ended 30th June, 1943, ti!:J.e· 
income collected amounted to £24,849/18/4. 
made up as follows:- · 

Export levies . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Interest, Australian and London 
Sundry collections-:--

London (amount receiv·ed for 
the treatment of dried in 

£ s. d. 
11,519 6 8. 
1,304 8 0· 

the United Kingdom) . . . . 12,026 3 8. 
Expenditure fo.r the year was £12,005/11/3,. 

the principal items being-
£ s. d. 

Administrative expenses in Aus-
tralia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,455 1 3, 

Administrative expenses in .Qreat 
Brita.in . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,877 7 4, 

Contributions to the 'Common
wealth Government in respect 
to the operations of the Aus
tralian Trade Commissioner in 
C'ana·da and moneys expended 
in the dev-elopment of the 
Canadia~ and other markets . 2,662 2 8. 

Contribution to th-e Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Re
search for investigations in 
Australia on be3J.alf of the-
Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,000 .0 o, 
A considerable portion of the Board's acCU··· 

mulated funds is being held to defray the cost. 
of gve.rseas publicity which it will be necessary 
to r.esume on the termination of the war. 

A,PPRECIATION 
The Board is grateful for the assistance

given to it during the past year by the Minis· 
ter, Secretary, and officers of the Department. 
of Commerce and Agriculture, and by the 
!Comptroller-General a.nd officers of the Depart-
ment of Trade and Customs. 

Tile Board records its appreciation of the· 
loyal and efficient services rendered by the 
secretary, Mr. R. A. Marx, since its inception, 
and also -af the staff. 

The Board also acknowledges the as·sistance
it :has rec:eived from the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association, the State Dried Fruits 
Boa.rds, and the packing and exporting organi-· 
sations. 

DRIED PRUITS CONTROL BOARD 
Dried F'l'uits Export Control Act, 1924-1938 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30th JUNE, 
. 1943 

To Board 'Members-

Australia-Fees .. 
Travelling Ex-

penses .. 

London-Fees 
Staff Salarie.s and 
Allowances-

£ 'S. d. 
337 1 0 

377 15 11 

Australia .. 
London .. 

2,129 4 1 
3,097 11 7 

Rent-
Australia . . . . . 
Londo11 . . . . . . 

Cablegrames, Tele
grams and Postage-

161 15 0 
670 0 0 

Australia . . . . . 132 17 4 
London . . . . 72 12 0 

General Expenses, 
including Printing, 
Stati·onery, Office 
Requisites, ·Pay Roll 
Tax, ·T' e 1 e phone, 
Ligihting, Heating, 
Travelling Ex
penses and Sun
dri-es-

Australia .... . 
London ..... . 

Depreciation
Office Furniture

Austrtt.Iia . . . . 
London .... 

Contributions
Development of 
Canadian and 
other Markets . 
Dried Fruit In
vestigations in 
Austra]ia ... . 

Balance ....... . 

316 711 
326 16 3 

5 0 0 
6 0 0 

£ s. d. j By Export Levies .. 
Interest-Australia 

London . 

714 16 11 Sundry ColleCtions:::..... 
710 7 6 London .. .. .. 

5,226 15 8 

831 15 0 

205 9 4 

643 4 2 

11 0 0 

2,662 2 8 

1,000 0 0 
12,844 7 1 

~4,849 18 4 

(Note.-London items shown in Sterling.) 

£ :s. d. 

1,301 7 7 
3 0 5 

£ 
11,519 

1,304 

12,026 

s, d. 
6 g. 

8 0 

3 8, 

~.849 18 4 
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BALANCE SHEET 30th JUNE, 1943 

LIABILITIES 

_<\ccumulated Funds . . . . . . . . £ ·- d. 78,518 5 11 

73,518 5 11 

Cash at Bank
Melbourne 
London ..... . 

Cash on Hand
Melbourne 
London .... 

ASSETS 
£ 5. d. 

4,590 15 3 
20,938 6 10 

2.5,529 2 1 

2 0 0 
20 16 6 

£ s. d. 

----- 25,551 18 7 
Fixed Depo·sit-s

C'wealth Bank, 
Melbourne .... 

C'weaJth Govt.
Inscribed :Stock . 
Interest Accrued 

Deposits - London 
(Telephone) .. 

Sundry Debtors
Melbourne 
London ..... . 

Postage Stamps on 
hand-Melb ..... 

Office Furniture aud 
Equipment

Melbourne (less 
Depreciation) . 

London (less De
preciation) . . . 

10,000 

35,000 
303 

0 0 

o e 
9 8 

177 12 7 
2,354 19 10 

52 0 0 

70 0 0 

45,303 9 8 

2 0 0 

2,532 12 5 

6 5 3 

122 0 0 

73,518 511 

(Note.-London items are shown in .sterling.) 

DRIED VINE FRillTS-
1944SEASON 

Sale Of Exportable Surplus 
·(Statement by Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chafrman of 
rthe Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board) 

It is estimated that the production of 'Cur
rants, Sultanas and Lexias during the 1944 sea
.son will be 90,000 tons, comprising. 24,000 tons 
of Currants, 56,000 tons Sultanas, and 10,000 
tons Lexias. 

'The Combined Food Board at Washington 
:has allocat-ed the Australian production under a 
plan wh·ere the needs of the Armed Forces and 
Civilians of the various United Nations are 
taken into conside-ration in arriving at an equit· 
,a;ble distribution of supplies. 

Th·e quantity allocated to Australia for the 
Forces and Civilians in 28,000 tons. The ex· 
_port surplus of 62,000 to·ns has been sold al· 
most ·entirely to the United Kingdom, Canada, 
.and New Zealand, at the prices recommended 
bY th·e Commonwealth Export .Control Board. 

SALE TO THE UNITED KINGDOM 

The largest portion of this surplus has been 
purchased by the British ;.vnnistry of .Food at 
the following pric·es:-

per ton 
Currants, 1 crown and upwards . . £33 5 0 
.Sultanas, 1 crown an-d upwards . £44 0 0 
Lexias, 4 and 5 crown . . . . . . . . £43 10 0 

All f.o.b. -Australian ports in English cur
rency. The British Ministry of Food will this 
_year pay 95 per cent. of the f.o.b. value of the 
fruit at the time of shipment as against 90 per 
cent. last year, and the remaining 5 per cent. 
will be paid not later than 28 days aft-er the 

·arrival of the fruit subject to the right of the 
Ministry after full examination to• claim for 

-any defect in quality, condition or weig;ht. 
CANADA 

The Cana-dian Commodities Pric·es Stabilisa
tion corporation Ltd. on behalf of the Canadian 

·Government has purchased its allotted quan· 
tity of Australian Currants, Sultanas and 
Lexias at the following pi'ices:-
·Currants-1 crown £34 0 

2 crown . . . . £36 · 0 
3 crown £38 0 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 

Sultanas- 1 crown 
2 crown 
3 crown 
4 crown 
5 crown 

Lexias - 2 crown 
3 crown 
4 crown 

Bulk, See-ded .. 
lib-. Cart-ons .. 

.. 

----

12oz. ·cartons . . . . . . 

£37 10 0 per ton 
£38 10 0 per ton 
£39 10 0 per ton 
£41 10 0 per ton 
£43 10 0 per ton 
£35 0 0 per ton 
£36 0 0 per ton 
£37 0 0 per ton 
£48 10 0 per ton 

5 /10?i!d per doz. 
4/8-d per doz. 

All f.o.b. Australian port in sterling less 2~ 
per cent. discount. 

The Bo-ard has been successful in its ·efforts 
to have a substantial quantity of Australian 
Dried Vine Fruits allocated to Canada not 
only this year, but during each year since the 
outbreak of the pres·ent war. 

NEW ZEALAND 

The whole of its allocation of Currants, Sul
tanas and Lexias has been purchased by New 
Zealand again this year from Australia at the 
following prices f.o.b. Melbourne in Australian 
currency-
Currants-! crown £42 0 0 •per ton 

2 crown £44 0 0 per-ton 
3 crown £46 0 0 per ton 

Sultanas- 3 crown -- £47 0 0 per ton 
4 crown £51 0 0 per ton 

Lexias - 2 and 3 crown £40 0 0 per ton 
4 crown ·- ·- £41 0 0 per ton 
5 crown .. ·- £42 0 0 per ton 

Seeded Bulk .. £51 0 0 per ton 
11 b. Cartons . . . . . . .. 6/6od per doz. 
12oz. Cartons .. .. .. 5/4~d P'er doz. 

In order to reduce the marking on boxes and 
facilitate sorting at the various ports in New 
Zealand the Export ·.Control Board arranged for 
the ·shipment of the fruit in bulk quantities 
equival-ent to the requirements of the various 
buyers. 

The prices for Australian d·ried vine fruifs 
obtained this year in the· three overseas coun· 
tries referr,ed to r€.present the following in· 
crease on th'e prices receiVled in 1943-United 
King.dom and _New Zealand £3 per ,ton on each 
kind. of fruit; Canada £2 per ton on Currants 
and £·3 per ton on Sultanas and Lexias. · These 
higher prices were secured· in order to meet 
the increase in the cost of production during 
the-past yeat. 

Th·e industry lhas again adopted, at the sug-

__ :.SC:_' 
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gestion of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board, an export grades adjustment 
scheme for the 1944 season 'Which wlli ensure 
to growers equitable ooturns for the various 
grades of fruit sold overseas either at a flat 
price or on a grade basis. This system of 
making ~payment to growers based on the 
grade of fruit shipp·ed should result this year 
as it did during the past two years in the pro· 
duction of n·uit of the highest quality. 

It is a pleasure for the E-xport Control Board 
to advise growers and packers that ·the sale 
of the export surplus of th-e 1944 season has 
been completed under terms and conditions 
and at prices which should be benefi-cial to 
the Australian Dri-ed Fruits Industry. 

Growers and packers, as well as pickers and 
other workers are to be commended for their 
succe·ssful efforts in pioducing this year under 
very difficult circumstances a very fine pack 
of Dried Vine· Fruits for which there is a very 
strong demand in Australia, the United King· 
dom, Canada and New Zealand. 

During the five years ·of war a total of ap-. 
proximately 447,906 tons of Currants, Sultanas 
and L-exias has been produced in Australia of 
which 331,776 ton·s (nearly 75 per cent.) has 
been sold overseas leaving; about 116,130 tons 
for Service and civilian requirements in Aus
tralia. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

May Meeting 
The members of the South .Australian Board 

pa'id an official call on the new Minister of 
Agricultul~e (Hou. G. F. Jenkins, MP) during 
tlle session of the Board Meeting held on the 
19th May, 1944. The Chairman (Mr. G. A. W. 
Pope) in introducing his Colleagues, expressed 
the hope that the Minister would not be called. 
upon to meet some of the problems of the 
Dried Fruits Industry which some of the Minis~ 
ter's predecessor-s had faced. Th·e industry 
was conside~·ed to be in a fairly stable condi
tion and the earlier legislation 'appeared to 
have accomplished its purpose. In reply, the 
Minister expressed his appreciation of t:Ihe visit 
of the Board· members and gave his assurance 
that the Board's administration of the Dried 
Fruit Act would :rec·eive his sympathetic sup-
port. After an informal discussion the Board 
withdrew. 

On resumption, it was agreed to request the 
Chairman to write to the r-etiring Minister 
(Hon. A. P. Blesing, MLC) conv,eying the 
Board's farewell greetings and acknowledging 
the valuable work carried on by Mr. Blesing in 
the interests of the State's primary production 
during. his 11 ye•ars occupation of the office of 
Minister of Agriculture. 

PRIMARY PRODUCTION DISPLAY 

The Secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) reported 
tl1at the Department of Food Supply had ar
ranged for a comprehensive exhibit fieaturing 
Aust-ralia's primary pro-duction at the Myer 
EmpOrium, Adelaide. The display would be 
cipened on 26th May, and would be on similar 
lines to that at Myer''s Melbourne Emporium 
early in the year. The Secretary's action in 
co-operation with the Department of Food 
Supply in the matter of supplying the required 
material for the Dried Fruits section was ap· 
proved. 

The minutes of the meeting of the ConSulta~ 
tive -committee held in Melbourne on 28th 
April, 1944, 'were laid on the table, and, after 
consideration and examination of the ·state
ments supporting the minutes, it was agreed 
to approv·e of the ca.mmittee's recommendation 
for the increase in quota-s for the 1944 season, 
namely: Currants from 15 per cent. to 17 per 
cent., Sultanas 15 per cent. to 20 Per cent., 'and 
Lerias 20 p-er cent. to 25 per cent. The sec
-retary reported that all State Boards ha-d apM 
proved of the recommendation. 

Routine business comprised consideration of 
reports of Grading Inspectors and th,e lnvesti· 
gation Officer, examination of the present sta
tistical position and the passing of accounts. 
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Grade and Quality of Australian Currants, 
Sultanas and Lexias Exported 

Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export Con
trol Board, stated that the Board has for some tome past had under considera
tion the grade and quality of the currants, sultanas and lexias exported from 
Australian prior to and since the present war and the action to be taken to 
ensure that the grade and quality of the dried fruit exported from Australia in 
the post-war years is higher or at least as high as the dried fruit produced in 
competing countries. 

Mr. W. P. CarO:, t:he Board's Appraiser in the 
United Kingdom, who has examined pradicaJly 
the whole of the Australian Dried Fruit import
ed into the United Kingdom ·during the past 20 
years has furnished the Board with the foll_ow
ing comments regarding the grade and quality 
of these fruits as a result of the observations 
made by him over 'R period of from five to ten 
years bef~i'·e the war. 

CURRANTS 

Australian 2-crown, 3-croWn and 4~crown 
Currants compare most favorably with the 
average of the Greek fruit of similar grade 
reaching the United Kingdom. A compara
tively small quantity of hig·h grade Vostizza 
and Shade Dri,ed Gulf which comes to this mar~ 
ket were und(}ubtedly superior to the hest of 
our Eastern States Currants, but a great num
ber of parcels of Western Australian Currants, 
and a small number of paroels of Eastern 
States high graQ.e fruit w_ere really very good 
and before the war b8coming increasingly 
popular with discerning buyers. 

Australian low grade (particularly proc·ess
ed) 1-crown and M.F. quality Currants have 
had a most detrimental e:ffe·ct on Australian 
Currants generally, and in the opinion of Mr. 
Caro it would have been an advantage to Aus
tralia had this class of fruit not been shipped 
to the United Kingdom. 

SULTANAS 

The improvements made in production, pro· 
cessing and grading· during past Y'e·ars have re
sulted in Australian Sultanas being regard·ed 
generally as the best aU-round V'ariety of this 
fruit arriving in the United Kingdom. 

The bulk of the Greek and Cr•etan Sultanas 
compare most favorably with the Australian 4 
and 5 crown types. The· bulk of the T'urkish 
Sultanas were of lower quality and did not 
comma-nd as high a price as Australian. 
Whilst the Californi·an Thompson Naturals 
have a nice flavor and 'ar,e popular in the 
Unite-d Kingdom they are not similar in type to 
and do not command as hig;h a price as the 
Australian Sultanas. 

South African Sultanas, particularly the 
Orang.e River types are steadily improving in 
quality and grading, but they lack the :flavor 
and sugar content of Australian Sultanas. 

Persia, Afgh'anistan and Samarkand also 
supply sultanas to the United Kingdom. Manu
facturers purchased this fruit at low prices as 
it was of fairly good quality generally with 
delicate skins and quite good flavor, 'but the 
gmding and packing of these .Sultanas were 
not satisfactory. 

LEX IAS 

Until about 4 or 5 y,ears before this war Aus
traltan Lexias, excepting for limited quantities 
for the Christmas trade, were m"Ore or less a 
drug on the market. This was due to the 

strong tend·ency for our fruit to "sug~r"' when 
kept for even a short period, making the ap~ 
pearance very bad. The flavor was always 
there, but they looked ugly. Gradually an 
in;tprovement in grading and pro.oessing. took 
place until a fe-w years before the war our 
selected parcels, in fact our lexias generally, 
wer·e in good demand commanding good prices. 

Lexias for more time than Mr. Caro can 
remember were a household word for the 
Ghristmas trade and it was most difficult to 
sell any article in competition against them. 
Australia, by her greatly improved n:tetho'ds of 
grading and processing, gradually wore down 
this prejudice and had the war not come along 
one would have been justifi·ed in assuming tf.lat 
we h'ad taken the premier place in the market 
with our L·exias and Walthams as they were 
more or less becoming as popular as our Sul
tanas. Competition from Spain in· the- two or 
three years before the war was very limited 
owing to the Spanish war resulting in the bulk 
of th-e shipments of Spanish Lexias being 
diverted to Germany and the _Continent. The 
Australian packet seeded RaiSins imported in
to the United Kingdom before the war were 
most popular and -of very higrh quality, 

During the •war period Austrnlian Lexias and 
Walthams have generally deteriorated in qual
ity and appearanc,e and also lacked size. 

COMMENTS BY SUPERVISORS OF THE 
O_EPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND 

AGRICULTURE 

Th Dried Fruit Supervisors of the Depart
ment of Commerce and Agriculture state that 
the poor quality of Australian Currants pro
duced und·er irrigation is due to the following: 

(1) Pruning for quantity as against quality, 
thus producing large crops of low grade fruit 
both as regards co,lor and quality. - · 

(2) Taking Currants off racks much :soonar 
than should be done, to make space for Sul· 
tanas, which, in most cases, far exceed Cur
rants m quantity, Sultanas being the main crop 
of most growers. 

(3) Lack of shade drying and sweating of 
fruit, which in most cases is· delivered to pack
ing houses direct from racks, and in many 
cases packed mimediately after receival at 
Packing Hous•es. Also, many growers finisih 
the -drying. of their currants in the sun on sisal
craft. or hessian, thus destroying the natural 
bloom and true physical condition, which 
should be retained to "Produce an attractive 
fruit. 

(4) Owing to Distilleries not being permitted 
to purchase low grade, immature, and wasty 
fruit for distillation purposes, such fruit is now 
included in marketed grades. 

A moisture content for some years past has 
been prescribed for Currants by the Drte.d 
F'ruits Industry and the Officers of the· Depart-

ment of Commerce an-d Agri-culture who have 
l'epeatedly pointed out to all concerned the
c·onect method of drying currants to enabl& 
th·em to be delivered to Packing House in a 
properly cured and "velvety" condition. 

It ;has al\vays been the policy of the Inspec
tors of the Department of Commerce and Agri
culture to allow of a percentage of cap stems 
adhering to correctly cured and sweated cur-· 
1auts. 

LEX IAS 

(1) It is considered that Lexias could be im
proyecl fo~· the United Kingdom trade by the, 
use of 20/32 in lieu o{ 18/22 in. ridd}e. 

Htwe again, as in the case of Currants, im
provement as to size could be effected by 
Gro,yers pruning for quality as against quan-
titY. 

(2) As regards sugaring of Lexias, this could: 
be reduced by careful machining- and the more 
g,ene1·ous application by Packing Houses o[ 
Paraffin oH at the time of boxing. 

(3) As far as the Mildura areas are concern
ed, much of the best of the Gor-do and Waltham 
Cross crop is s·old in Melbourne as fresh fruit, 
with the result that a large quantity of what is 
dried is sniaU in size and of inferior quality. 

(4) Dnless the quantity of artificial manure 
now supplied to growers is increased by the 
Commonwealth authorittes for the fo:vthcoming 
season the position regarding quality will be
come worse. 

GENERAL 

In the Munay Valley where the bulk of 
Anstl·alian currants are produced, the hot and 
dry Summe1· climate makeS it difficult to turn 
out the full bodied fruit with the sm·ooth vel· 
vety textur·e which is obtained in the milder 
climate O·f the southern part of South Austra
lia and We·stern Australia. 

It is realised that lower yields of !high qual· 
ity fruit could be obtained by hard pruning of 
the vlnes, but the probl•em is to secure for the 
grower a price for this lower Yield which would 
give him an equivalent to the return he obtains 
from a higher yield consequ·ent oil lightly prun
ed vines. 

It has also been suggested that an impro-ve
ment in the size of Currants could be effected 
by riddling out the smaller Currants 'and blow
ing out more of the lighter fruit. This low 
grade fruit would not be iri.cluded in market 
grades, but would be sold for distillation if the 
prohibition- on such sale were removed. 

It is evi-dent that Australian Lexias have de~ 
clined so far as size is concerned during. the 
past thl'ee or four years. . 

Size grading as suggested by the SupervisorS 
of the Commerce Department will probably en
able the requirements of the United Kingdom 
for a. small quantity of large size fruit to be 
met. 

The resumption in the post-war years on an 
increasing scale O<f the tra:d·e in seede·d raisins 
in cartons packed in Australia will provide a 
solution of the difficulty now existing regard
ing the size of the unseeded Lexias now sent to 
the United Kindom. 

The foregoing comments indi<:ate that it wili 
be possible when normal tradip.g is resumed 
after the war to meet t:J.1e competition of other 
countri-es 'as far as the grade and quality o-f 
Australian Sultanas and Lexias and the higher 
grades of Currants are concerned. The ques
tion of the disposal of the lower type.s of 1· 
crown and of M.F. Currants should their ex
portation be disallowed is one which will he.ve 
to be very carefully e;x::amined by all conc·erned. 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. lTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red CJiffs 
'-lEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE. 

AGENClES: 
A.M.P. Society Union Assurance SOCiety Ltd. 

Cresco Manures 

Tiny Tim Power Washer 

L.or1don &. Lancashire Insurance Co. L.td. 

Sen·tinel Power Duster 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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