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VICTORIAN DRIED' FRUITS BOARD 

Annual Report and Balance Sheet 
As is invariably the case, the Annual Report of the Dried F' ruits Board for 

the year, 31st December, 1945, contained a very interesting outline of the 
activities of the Board. 

Accompanied as it is by the Balance Sheet, the report of the Board is always 
of interest to growers generally. 

Presented by the Chairman, Mr. J. Moloney, the report stated:-

PERSON1NEL OF BOARD 
The personnel of ·the Board durirlg the year 

was: Chairman, Mr Parker J. Moloney, who 
is also Chairman of the Interstate consulta~ 
tive and Publicity Committees of the Indus
try; Deputy Chairman, F. M. RPad, M.Agr.Sc., 
Chief Inspector of Horticulture for Victoria; 
Growers' representatives for the Shire and 
City of Mildura, Messrs. S. R. Mansell, H. V. 
Davey, and A. Rawlings; Growers' re:presenta~ 
tive for the Shires of Swan Hill and Kerang, 
Mr D. A. Cockroft; Growers' representative 
for the remainder of Victoria, Mr D. E. Barry 
Wood. 

REVIEW OF 1945 SEASON 
Dried "'V~ine F'ruits: Vines commenced to 

l~urst about the 5th of September, 1944, and, 
gene-t·ally, growers expressed themselves as 
being pleased with the bud burst. Light frosts 
\Vere experienced on th_e. 6th to 9th of Septem
ber, cauSing quite severe losses on a number 
of :properties throughout the producing areas 
and, on the 15th and 16th of October, heavy 
winds and dust damaged the vines and crop. 

With drought conditions in the surrounding 
Mallee. dust storms and high winds were an 
uncomfortable feature of weather conditions 
d11ring the period of production -of the 1945 
crop. During November, the conditions were 
described as being the. worst experienced for 
3, century. _Up to the commencement of har~ 
:vest, growers estimated the crop as approxim~ 
ately 15 per cent below the record crop of 
1944, but, when harvesting operations started 
early in February; it was realised that the 
crop would not reach expectations and even~ 
tually it was proved to be 33 per cent below 
seasOn 1944. 

The decline was attributed to damage to 
the buds by severe frosts experienced during 
July, to bad drought conditions and to damage 
to the vines and fruit by the dust and winds 
experienced from October to February. 

Dried Tree F'ruits: The tonnage of dried 
apriocts, peaches, :Pears, and nectarines for 
the season 1945 was the highest on record in 
Victoria but the quality· of the fruit, in many 
respects, has been the cause of much concern. 

The condition and appearance of fruit from 
the Goulburn Valley left much to be ·desired, 
partly due to the prevalence of dust storms 
in -this area at the time the fruit was being 
dried, with the result t1J_at a large quantity 
was received in such a dirty condition that it 
had t-o be classed as M.F. quality. However, 
it is lt<).ped that the efforts now being made 
through the State Department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Commerce to instruct 
growers in the proper methods of drying and 
processing of the J!rodu<;t will result in an 

early improvement. Fruit received from 
Quantong and other districts was up to the 
average -of recent years in tonnage and the 
(JUality was reasonably .g,o-od. 

Although the average quality -of prunes was 
up to standard, the tonnage, owing to trees 
bearing lightly, showed a distinct decline on 
the 1944 season's cro_p, but not nearly to the' 
same extent as·in NeW South Wales where, in 
some places (such as the Young district), over 
80 per cent of the prune crop was lost. 

INTERSTATE CONFERENCE 
'l'he year 1945 was a notable one for the 

dried fruitS producing States in that it saw a 
revival of the :Qre-war custom of holding peri
odical conferences of all the State Dried Fruits 
Boards. The previous general conference of 
this kind was held in 1938, the interruption 
in the meantime being due to transport and 
other difficulties arisin~· from the war. 

The object of such conferences ls t<J pro
mote a clearer und.erstanding of the many 
:vroblems which are common to all States and 
to ensure uniformity of policy by the Boards 
as far as possible in dealing ·with these pro~ 
blems. 

The recent conference was held in Mel
bourne, and was officially opened by Mr H. A. 
Mullett, Directcr of Agriculture, in the un· 
avoidable absence of the then Minister of Ag
riculture. 

A notable feature of the gathering itself was 
that for the fi:rst time every State Board, in
eluding that of ·western Australia, was repre~ 
sented by a full attendance of all its members. 

The items included on the agenda covered a 
>Vide field and during the dis-cussion on many 
of these items, especially those relating to in
creased plantings, overseas preferences, pub~ 
licity, pacldng house equipment, etc., an invi
tation to attend the Oonference, for the pur~ 
pose of collaboration, was extended to and 
accepted by representatives of the Australian 
.Dried Fruits Association and Commerce De~ 
partment, with which bodies the State Boards 
are accustomed to work in closest harmony. 

Generally sPeaking, the Cop.ferenee was a 
IJr-~nounced success. 

ALLOCATIONS OF DRIED VINE FRUITS 
The comparatively small Australian dried 

vine crop for the year of 68,000 tons, as 
against the previous y_ear's record of approxim
ately 104,000 tons, represented a most difficult 
problem for the industry in endeavoring to 
satisfy the requirements of Great Britain, Can
ada, and the other Dominions, as well as the 
Commonwealth market and Military Services. 
VVhen it is considered that the Commonwealth 
market and the Serv-ices absorbed app-roxim-

ately 35,800 tons in the previous- year it is 
obvious that if anything like that quantity had 
been retained for the Australian market and 
Service needs during 1945, British and Domin
ion ma1·kets would have been left without 
the-ir reasonable proportions of the depl€.ted 
stocks available. In .order, therefore, to meet 
the demands of Great Britain and the Domin~ 
ions in the most reasonable way possible in 
the circumstances, it 'vas decided to fix the 
Commonwealth allocation, including the Ser· 
vices, at 24,250 tons, or a reduction on the 
previous year's allotment of 10,750 tons. 

It was obvk:usly unreasonable in the circum
stances that Australian growers should have 
been called upon to :;houlder the loss occa· 
sioned by the diversion overseas of such con~ 
siderable quantities of dried fruits which Could 
otherwise have found ready sale on the more 
profitable Australian market and, as the re. 
sult of collaboration between the Aystralia.n 
Dried Fruits Association and Commonwealth 
and State Boards, a claim was presented to 
the Federal authorities for re-imburseme-nt to 
the growers of the amount represented by this 
loss on overseas sales. It is satisfactory-to be 
able to state that the claim was allowed by 
the Comm-:mwealth- Government. 

FURTHER PL"'NTINGS 

The Board has notic.ed with interest and 
concern the representations which are being 
made in many quarters to Commonwealth and 
State Governments in favor of an expansion of 
the present d~·ied fruits areas as a means of 
assisting in the rehabilitation- of returned ser
vicemen. The Board is in complete sympathY 
with the rights of servicemen and with the 
problem which at present c<mfronts Govern
ments to settl0 them on the land under coll
ditions which would give them a reasonable 
chanc.e of success. 

The Board, however, feels it as a sense of 
duty, not only in the interest of prospe.ctive 
soldier settlers but also in the interest of the\ 
large number of present settlerf:! returned 
fr,om the previ,cus world war, to point to cer
tain facts which should govern any decision 
in regard to proposals for the extension of 
existing dried fruit areas.' 

The first point which should be emphasised 
is that, under normal conditions, there is a 
very limited market, both at home and abroad, 
for the sale of Australia:D. dried fruits, as the 
jjollowing facts will demonstrate. The present 
Australian dried vine fruit areas are capable 
of producing considerably more than 100,000 
tons, as shown by the 1944 production Which 
amounted to approximately 104,000 tons. It 
is safe to say that if it were not for influences 
arising from the war any attempt to dispose 
of a crop ·of such proportions on markets which 
are normally available would have resulted in 
a -considerable c8,rry·o;v6r: · That this crop 
foulld comparatively ready sale was due to the 
fact that certain southern European countries 
which are normally Australia'·s chi.ef competi~ 
tors on the British market had, under war 
influences, ceased production. Added to this 
was the fact that sales within the oommon
wealth were greatly augmented as a result of 
the great influx of American troops to Aus
tralia during the latter stages of the war. 

It is clear, therefore, that any reliable soluw 
tion of this .problem must be based upOn a 
survey of the normal conditions which apply 
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to the' sales of dried fruits both within Aus
tralia and overseas. Taking the present Aus
tralian average pr-oduction of dried vine fruits 
as approximately 100,000 tons, it can definitely 
be said that at present the markets available 
for the dispo_sal of this tonnage are confined 
to the Commonwealth itself, Canada, New Zea
land, certain small Eastern markets, and 
Great Britain. 

Eased on years -of experience, it may be said 
that th.e Commonwealth can absorb 18,000 to 
20,000 tons -of such a pack and, proviC' " there 
is no abr·ogation of existing tariff preferences, 
canada, New Zealand, and Eastern markets 
may be expect~d to absorb amongst them 
<30,000 tons, leaving 50,000 tons to be disposed 
of to Great Britain if there is to be. no carry· 
over. The difficulty of placing more than this 
tonnage on -the British market is manifest 
when it is known that Great Britain normally 
absorbs appr-o-ximately only 125,000 tons per 
anft:Um, and that she is Committed to· Greece 
under. a trade treaty to take 50,000 tons from 
that country, leaving only a. further available 
market in Great Britain of 25,000 tons .for any 
portion of which Australia would have to meet 
the intense competition of such countries as 
California, South Africa, Turkey, Crete, -etc., 
with their ~normous surplus tonnages pro
duced under standards much lower than those 
obtaining .within Australia. 

It is dear, therefore, that saturation point 
has already been reached for the produCtion 
of dried vine fruits which can be disposed of 
at reasonable prices on -existing markets. In 
this regard attention is drawn to the following 
resolutions recently adopted by the Agricul
tural Council as the result of recommenda
Hops made by Departmental Officers of all 
Stat"es acting in collaboration with the Com
monweaUh Export Control Board, the Austra
lian Dried Fruits Assocjah.'ln, and the State 
Boards of the producing States-

1. That in view of the· expansion of pro. 
duction in the Dried Fruits Industry over the 
past ·nventy y~ars and of the apparent limi
tations of market possibilities, there does 
not appear to be any opportunity for the 
·opening of new areas for the production of 
dried vine fruits, >vith the exception of a 
ve:ry Hmited area for Gordos for the seeded 
:rai,sin trade. In respect to dried tree fruits, 
it is considered there is limited room for 
expansion for prunes and for apricots. 

2. That in connection with the foregoing· 
resoluti,on, the Commonwealth Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics be requested to make 
an urgent investigation into the Dried Fruits 
Industry, having in view expanded market 
possibilities. 

3. That the Irrigation Production Advis· 
01-y CommitteE!- .('set up in 1938) be reconsti· 
tuted and that, in respect of any matter 
affecting the Dried F'ruits Industry, such 
industry be adequately represented, and that 
the Commomv-ealth Bureau -of Agricultural 
EcOnomics be linked up. with such committee. 

4. In order to implement the above re
commendations, it is recommended that all 
State Governments give urgent consideratio_n 
to the question of introducing a :satisfactory 
system of controlling the extension of all 
plantings for dried fruits by reg-istration, 

which will include existing areas. 
In this respect', the Report of the Rural Re

C·c,nstruction Commission, which was appointed 
by the commonwealth Government to investi· 
.gate inter alia, the possibilities. available for 
future land settlement, is also illuminating. 

In its third report the Commission makes 
reference to the position ·of the Dried Fruits 
IndustrY and issues a warning which is to 
the effect that any attempt to increase. produc
tion in any primary industry without reason
able expectaUon of being able to ensure the 
absorption of th.e added· prodtlction at a paY· 
able !:Jrice on the local and overseas markets 
would lead to financial disaster. With the 
above resolutions and findings, the Board is in 
full agreement. 

Due largely to \Vhat is known as th.e ''den~ 
tlemen's Agreernent" reached in 1928 by tb,e 
Governments of the _produc-ing Stales, att~ 
tempts to increase pr··Jduction b_eyond the limits 
which w-ould ensure -its absorption at reason
able prices have been· discourag'ed. 

As a result, the Dried Fruits Industry today
can b~ said to afford an examPle of one of 
the most successful forms of closer settlement 
in the world. 

It not onJy supports a large number ,af 
produeers in healthy conditions, but also ab
s:rbs considerable quantities of Australian 
manufactured products and giv_es regular and 
seasonal employment to a great maD.y Ji1en 
and women at award rates of yay. 

There is too much at stake to have the in
dustry menaced by the possibility of failure. 
If for no other reason, the lar.ge sums of money 

oouatE 
lfi.CIJRA 

For a BUMPER Crop 

® P~'5PRUF No.2Dftst 
1\egmerd TriU!e Mark 

"~ 

ift;}~~. 
~ 

THE reliable DDT insecticidal dust for 
cabbage, tomato, potato and other vege-· 

table crops. Pespruf No. 2 dust contains 
2% of the active para para isomer of DDT 
-the ideal concentration for sure results 
against a wide range of vegetable crop pests. 

Arailable in 28 and 56 lb. bags. 
~·. :·-: 

®P, 
CO!HALNING DDT 
vlll'lli i!!il!ifi't 

R·~·i>lered Trade .Mark. 
F No.20 fmHIJt'tin 

THE stable, concentrated Mayonnaise type 
DDT Emulsion specially prepared for U5e 

in the orchard or where spraying is preferred 
for control of insect pests. Pespruf No. 20 
Emulsion is prepared from DDT 95-100% 
active para para isomer. One gallon makes 
200 gallons of highly effective spray. 

Available in 1 pt., ~ gallon, 1 gallon 
and 4 gallon containers. 

Victorian DistributOrs: 
RAMSAY & TREGANOWAN LIMITED 

invested in it by Governments in the past make 
its tontinued success most essential, so that 
settlers-a great pi·oportion of whom are re
turned soldiers-can meet their financial obli
gations to these Governments for the money 
advanced to them, and thUs relieve the ge-n
Nal taxpayer. 

PUBLICITY 

VVhile the task of tile publicising of ·dried 
fruits and promoting their sale on overs~as 
markets is in the hands of the Australian 
Dried li"'ruits Association and the Common
wealth Export Control Board, the work of 
stimulatin<Y interest in the. dietetic values of 
th<:; produ~t and of increasing its sale ·within. 
the Commonwealth is undertaken by an Inter
state Publicity Committee which consists of 
the Chairman of each State Board and the 
Chairman of the. -ADFA. 

The Chairman of the Victorian State Board 
is also Chairman of the Publicity Committee. 

The funds of the Committee are supp-lied by 
contributions fr-om the State Boards and the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association. As the 
Australian market is more profitablE~ for the 
sale of dried fruits than any of the available 
ma:t:ket.s overseas, where competition has to be 
met with in the prr>duct of countries whose 
costs of producti<m and living standards are 
much lower than in the Commonwealth, the 
task of devising and implementing plans for 
building up the local market becomes one of 
paramount importance. Since the establish
ment of the PublicitY Committee, as much as 
£10,000 re-r annum has be-en expended, es
pecially during periods of high production, f,or 
the promotion of Commonwealth sales. 

During the war period, >vhen the circum
stances led to a curtailment of pubUcity expen
diture, the State Boards adopted the policY 
of maintaining their contributions to the funds 
cf the Publicity Committee at the former 
level, thus enabling that body to place any 
surplus amounts to the creation of a reserve 
fund 1vllich, at the present time, has reached 
a1 substantia[ amount and which vlill, no 
doubt, be-- found useful in the future as the 
necessity for a greater publicity effort mani
fsts itself. The >Visdom of such a policy is 
apparent when it is considered in the light of 
possible future developments. ·wah the ter
mination -cf the war, for example, much 
keener competition in the sale of our stocks 
on the British market can be expected in the 
future 1vhen there is a return to full produc
tion by those Southern European couutries 
whose operations >vere so greatly curtailed
under war influences. Add to this the. possible 
danger of any interference with our existing 
overseas .Preferences, and the justification for 
making such provision for concentration on 
the local market at the appropriate time be· 
comes still more apparent. 

It was, no doubt, considerations of this kiud 
whic:h led delegates to the recent General Con
ference of Dried Fruits Boards to devote so 
much time to the consideration of additional 
publicity plans designed to stimulate home 
(~onsumption. 

The principal methods which have been 
adopted in the past by the Committee in this 
respect include: Advertising by radio and in 
the press and trade journals, and on the rail
ways, tramways, and boats; lectures by the 
Committee's P1,1blicity Office1·s, including the 
screening of the film of the industry before 
h·ousewives and senior school pupils; shop 
window displays of dried fruits in the prin
cipal city and provincial shopping centres in 
all States. 'rhe issue by the· Committee or 
a War-time Cookery Book designe-d to helv 
the housewife in overcoming the difficulties 
associated With the rationing of butter, cream, 
etC., was another undertaking greatly appreci
ated by householders and pr-oved an important 
factor in promoting local -purchases of dried 
fruits. 

The Publicity Committee has, in the past, 
also spent considerable sums in advertising its 
product per medium Qf the picture theatres in 
the leading capital cities. 

One of the suggstions for improvement in 
this regard advanced at the recent interstate 
Board Conference was that films of the indus
try should be displaYed in technic•o-lor as soon 
as the necessary arrangements could be ma_de. 

Other sug,gestions put forward by" the Con
ference for future action we-re in the direction 
of a greater concentration on radio advertis
ing and in the launching by the Publicity Com
mitte_e, at the apiJropriate times, of publicity 
drives in co-operation with the ADF A and 
other interested hodie~ with a view to main· 
taining and increasing sales within the Com
monwealth. 
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VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Statement of Income and Expenditure for the Year Ended 31st December, 1945. 

Dec. 31, 
1945-

EXPENDITURE 

£ s. d. 
To Chairman's Allowance 704 6 5 

Board fees ....... . 
Staff salaries . . . . . . 
Travelling expenses, rail 

fares and car hire . 
Special inquiries-me.g~l 

trafficking .. 
Rent and cleaning . . . . 
Ii1spection costs . . . . . . 
Contribution to Publicity 

Committee .. 
Adjustment .of oversales 
Postage and telephones 
Printing and stationerY 
Services-pepartment of 

Agriculture . . . . . . 
Gen€lral advertising . . . 
Audit tee . . . . . . . . . . 
Office and incidental ex~ 

penditure .. 

500 0 
1,261 6 

296 4 

972 0 
276 0 

2,942 16 

3,750 0 
58 9 

243 18 
88 17 

150 0 
114 8 

5 5 

Election expenses .. 
PaY-roll Tax- . . . . . . 
Interstate conference 
BalancEl ......... . 

65 10 
0 
9 
8 
7 

30 
4~ 

106 
.. 14,515 

0 
6 

3 

9 
0 
1 

0 
0 
3 
8 

0 
7 
g 

2 
8 
3 
2 
3 

£26,121 8 0 

INCO!I!Jll 
Jan. 1, 
1945- £ s. d. £ s. d. 

By Balance ........ .. 17,189 19 9 
Levy on 
growers_ 8,639 3 3 

Adjustment-
oversales: 58 9 0 

8,697 12 
Interest 

stoc}t. 
on inscribed 

3 

0 233 16 

. £2<l,121 8 0 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December,. 194\i. 

LIABILITIES 

~undry cr~ditors . . . . . . . . . . 
Income and Expenditure Account-

£ s. d. 
13 0 0 

Balance at 31/12/45 ........ 14,515 7 3 

£14,528 7 3 

(Sgd.) PARKER J. MOLONEY, Chairman. 
(Sg-d.) E. M. SUFFERN, Acting SecretarY. 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 

The accounts of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board for the year ended 31st December, 1945, 
have Qeen audited, and the S]J.pporting state
ments of accounts and balance-sheet are cor-

Cash--Treasury 
Inscribed .stOck 

ASSETS 
£ 

.... 7,754 

.. .. 6.040 

s. d. £ s. d. 
511 
0 0 

----- 13,794· 5 11 
Sundry debtors-Adjustment . . . 2 3 4 
Furniture and equipment (at cost) 410 18 0 
Motor car (at cost) 312 14 8 
Bicycle. (at cost) . . . . . . . . . . 8 5 4 

£14,528 7 3 

rect acc·:::.rding to the books and information 
supplied. · 

(Sgd.)'- W. H. COVE, Deputy Auditor-General. 
24th January, 1946. 

IRRIGATION PROJECTS IN RUSSIA 
The following letter concerning irrigation 

projects in Russia aPpeared in a recent issue 
of the "Murray Pioneer." It is written bY 
Androvik Saakyan and published ili "Tribune" 
.of February 22. It reads as follows: "My 
Country Turkmenia is called th.e land -of 
Deserts." Three-quarters of it is <a sandy wil· 
derness. 'l'.h.e giant among our deserts is the 
Karakum the black or evil sands, as big as 
the British Isles. 

"So you will hardly need telling what it is 
that haunts our dreams, our history and our 
legends. \Vater! V/ars were fought about 
wate·r. Becaus~ of water whole peoples be
came rich-or were d_estroyed. In the old 
days, relationships among us were chiefly regu
lated by water. Water was measured by time, 
fifteen minutes from the canal once in twelve 
days, that was the quota for the average 
farmer. If you wer.e very poor you got four 
minutes in sixteen days. The water supply 
has beflll the p.roperty of the whole people 
only since the Soviet revolution. 

"Since 1917 we Turkmenians have learned 
the value of l'Jng-range planning. It was the 
five-year plans that transformed our country, 
formerly one of the most backward of the 
parist colonies, into a thriving republic, with 

Branches in 

All Stales 

flourishing factories and farms. 
"I came to Moscow a few days ago with the 

TurkmeniaS plan for 1946-50 in my luggage 
and am going tJ submit it to the State Plan
ning Commission. We all put our heads to
gether, people's commissioners, doctors, school 
teachers, farmers, competent people from all 
trades and professions. 

"Our Central Asian Republic is_ the most 
SlJarselY populated area ,o.f the Soviet Union 
with only 1,254,000 people to inhabit 187,000 
Sl.tuare miles of country. 

"We have irrigated our larid in a kind of 
way for well over a thousand years, but until 
the revolution it was a very primitive way. 
We plan to grow a lot more cotton by 1950. 
That means winning more arable land fr,om the 
desert. Fir_st we will dig a canal right across 
the Karakum desert-the evil sands-to divert 
water from the Amu Darya. into the basin of 
the shallow Murjob River. This will irrigate 
one of the most fertile parts of our republic. 
At th.e same time we will make a gLgantic 
reservoir to provide Water for tens of thou
sands ,o.f acres in the Tijen Oasis. People who 
vvere ncmads a few years ago are today doc
tors, skilled agronomists, teachers and engin
eers, as we have now plenty of schools. Be
fore 1917· h~rdly any of us qou,ld reaQ. or write." 

EsTABLISHED 1849 
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DRIED FRUITS BOARD (S.A.) 

At its meeting held_ on the 17th April, 19.46, 
the South Australian Board disposed, of a heavy 
agend,a. 

The report of the committee appointed to 
make investigations into further plantings was 
submitted and noted and the Board's repre
sentative: (Mr. C. VV. Till) referred in more de
tail to the work ·Of the committee. 

MOISTURE CONTENT 
In regard ta the I!roposals of the Chief Fruit 

Inspector of the Department of Commerce and 
.L-I..griculture for the amendment of th.e Export 
(Dried Fruit) Regulations providing for mois
ture content and packing drums th.e Secretary 
(1\Tr W. N. TwissY reported he had conferred 
with the Chief Horticulturist (Mr A. G. Strick
land, M.Ag.Sc:.), and the.- S.A. Packers and 
Dealers' Association, and it was agreed to in
form the Department that the Board approved 
of the proposals. 

The first draft d the Seventeenth Report of 
the Board covering the season 1945 was. con
sidered at length and was referred to the 
chainnan and secretary for revision. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
The Board's Financial Statement f.or the 

year ended 28th February, 1946, was presented 
and subject to audit was adopted. The 
Board's Budget f-or the current financial year 
was considered at length and in view of the 
serious loss in the estimated revenue it was 
agreed that it would not be possible to make 
the usual subsidies out of the current year's 
revenue. 

The resolution of the Ninth InterState Con
ferencE: in October, 1945, in the matter .of 
Nutritional Survey in r.elation to Inc-ome Groups 
was referred to and the draft letter· .of the 
OonJS:ultative. Cbmmittee to the f3.pproP.riate 
authorities was approved,. 
~eports were tabled in respect to the gen

eral conditions 'for the 1946 season in the 
Cconawarra and Barossa areas. 

U.K. SALES 
Particulars .of the contract for the. sale to 

the United KingdOm of the exportable surplus 
of dried vine fruits for th.e year 1946, 19H and 
1948 were contained in a, letter from the Ex
port Control Board and noted. 

INSPECTION COSTS 
In· regard to Inspection Costs, a late. letter 

was received from the Victorian Board, Setting 
out the proposed arrangement O:f the Depa,rt~ 
ment of Commerce. and Agriculture for a re
visiOn of the present m.Elthod of alloca,tion 
among the Boards, was referred t.o the .Chair~ 
man and Secretary for examinatiOn of the 
figures. · 

TOORA VALE FIRE 
The · serious loss sustained by the Toora 

Val~ Company by th.e destructive fii-e to its 
premises on the 8th April, 1946, was referred 
to and the secretary was directed to write. to 
the proprietors conveying to them the sym
pathy of tb,e Board. 

BIRD SCA.RER 

A. V A.ILA.BLE 
The Bird Scarer which was demonstrated 
successfully last season is now in :Pro
duction and growers who a.re interested 
are advised to communicate with the 

MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT 
CO. LTD. 

who have a number available. 

Agents in 

All Districts 

FIRE, MARINE.. ACCIDENT,, LIVE STOCK. WORKERS' COMJPENSA'Y:IO.N, CROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
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WAR SERVICE LAND SETTLEMENT 

Outlook For Dried Vine Fruits Industry 
As part of the investigations the Commonwealth is undertaking in connec

tion with War Service Land Settlement, the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
has issued a preliminary report on the Economic Outlook for the Horticultutal 
and Viticultural Industries. The purpose of the report has been to indicate 
a& far as is possible at this stage, the prospects of those industries, in order to 
make an assessment of the scope for settling ex-servicemen in them. 

As part of the investigations the Common~ 
wealth is undertaking in connection with \Yar 
Service Land Settlement, the Bureau of Agri~ 
cultural Economics has issued a preliminary re
port on the -Economic Outlook for the Horti
cultural and Viticultural Industries. The pur
r•ose of the report has 'been to indicate as far 
as possible at this stage, the prospects of those 
industries, in order to make an assessment of 
the scope for settling ex-servicemen in them. 

The Bureau had to make a number of basic 
assumptions, covering future population, pro.b~ 
able production from existing areas, and future 
conditions of international trade. In deciding 
on the assumptions to be used a full statisica1 
analysis was made and all relevant State and 
Commonwealth authorities were consulted. The 
most difficult problem, of course, was to arrive 
at re::tsonable assumptions a bout international 
trade. In view of the United States propos~ 
als for a reduction in Imperial Preference and 
the forthcoming meeting of the United Nations 
International Trade Organisation at which gen· 
.eral reductions in tariffs will be discussed, it 
was not possible at this stage to reach a final 
conclusion on the export markets that may be 
available and the prices which are likely to 
rule. It was assumed that any adverse trends 
arising from modification of Preference would 
be offset bY benefits arising from freer trade 
with non~Empire countries. 

In making an assessment of the additional 
plantings which appeared justified in the light 
of existing information, the Bureau based its 
conclusions on liberal assumptions ibout future 
trade in these products even though this ap. 
peared to involve some considerable degree of 
risk. 

The foHowing acreages were- then arrived at: 

Citrus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Wine Grapes .. 
Peaches ..... . 
Prunes .. 
Apples ....... . 
.Pears ......... . 
Apricots . . . . . . . .. 
Dried Vine Fruits (principally 

Gordos) ....... . 

Acres. 
·7,000 
4,500 
1,000 

500 
2,500 

500 
500 

2,000 

18,50Q 

The Bureau's Report was submitted to the 
Australian· Agricultural Council, which com~ 
prises the Minister for Agriculture of each 
State with the Commonwealth 'Mdnister for 
Comme-rce and Agriculture as Chairman. The 
Council appreciated the Bureau's reasons for 
stating that it was too early to say with cer~ 
tainty what new plantings could be justified hi' 
horticulture and viticulture, but decided that, 
i~ View of the need for fixing reasonable limits 
in order to plan suitable settlement schemes, 
it was prepared to sanction expansion totalling 
up to 28,550 acres. This was allocated among 
the various fruits as under:-

Citrus ...... : .... . 
Wine Grapes . . . . . . 
Peaches ..... · .......... . 

Acres 
7,300 
4,800' 
3,500 

Prunes ............. . 
Plums ..... . 
Apples . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
Pears ................ . 
Apricots ..... . 
Dried Vine Fruits . . . . . . . . 

450 
450 

3,400 
1,150 
1,500 
6,000 

28,550 

Both the Bureau and the Agricultural Coun· 
cil paid special attention to dried vine fruits. 
The Bureau in its report drew attention to the 
rising trend of production and to the relatively 
small increase that could bE;! expected in home 
consumption. The heavy dependence of the 
industry on export markets, and the .great im
portance of Imperial Preference in determin. 
ing the profitability of those markets, suggest
ed that it was dangerous to display too much 
optimism until the future conditions Of inter· 
national trade could be assessed more closely. 
The Bureau assumed that production from the 
existing areas would rise to an average of 
about 100,000 tons a year, and that, even allow· 
ing for some increase in home consumption 
above the pre~war level of 16,800 tons, about 
80,000 tons would have to be exported com. 
pared with 57,000 tons for the five years be. 
fore the war. Thus the Bureau recommend~ 
ed that new plantings of vine fruits for dry· 
ing should be limited to 2,000 acres, and as fat 
as possible the new plantings should be con· 
fined to Gordos for seeded raisins. 

The Agricultural Council agreed with the 
Bureau's general line of reasoning but consid
ered that the forecast of future production was 
too high. It pointed out, moreover, that it 
would be impossible to design satisfactory sol. 
di-er se.ttlement schemes without allowing for 
a substantially greater area of vines than was 
recommended .by the Bureau. Accordingly 
the area Of 6,000 acres was decided on, with 
the following State allocations. 

Acres 
New South \Vales . . 1,500 
Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . 1;500 
South Australia . . . . . . . . . . . 2,500 
Western Australia . . . . . . . . . 500 

At the same time the Council was concerned 
about the possibility that plantings of vines 
might get out of hand and, although it did not 
consider that control of horticultural plantings 
was generally necessary, it did decide that con· 
trol was needed in the case of vines. Accord· 
ingly, the followihg resolution was passed bY 
the Council at itS meeting in Canberra on 16th 
April: 

"That in the light of present circum. 
stances and knowledge the Conference is of 
opinion that the registration of growers or 
control of plantings is not desirahle for
the time 'being. H-owever, in the case of 
grapes for wine and drying grown under 
irrigation it is recommended that there 
should be an immediate reconsideration of 
the terms of any existing arrangements, 
and a definite policy of control of plantings 
through the exercise of water rights grant. 
ed by the respective State irrigation auth. 
orities." 

AGRICULTURAL BUREAU 
CONFERENCE AT 

MOO ROOK 

In his opening a-ddress Mr. J. B. Murdoch 
(member of the! Advisory Board) said that 
the greatest concern of the world at the mom~ 
ent was the production of foodstuffs and its 
distribution. In this regard Australia had 
a great part to play, because the development 
of irrigation in Australia had immense possi
bilities. Although our .production under irri
gation covered a wide range of crops we must 
study the problem of further diversification 
of crops. 

We must study .erosion, and the man on 
the I:ind had a duty to posterity by maintain
ing the fertility of the !arid. The tap seven 
inches of soil was worth more than aU of 
Australia's other assets. We primary pro
ducers of the Murray Valley were the c~sto
dians of this asset, and must preserve it for 
generations yet unborn. Water conservation 
must become a national policy, as the devel
opment of in-igation was bound up with in
creased population. Let us . .support whole~ 
heartedly any scheme for water conservation. 

The Control Board·s agreement. with Great 
Britain, <:!Ontinued Mr. Murd_och; gave us a 
3-year breathing space in which to put our 
house in order. We may be in danger of 
losing some of oil·}' preferences, but by watch~ 
ing the costs of production, and studying the 
diversity of plantings he bad no doubt of the 
future of our irrigation settlements . 

Mr. S. Saunders read an interesting paper 
on the subject of ''Our Bird Friends" and 
showed a keen obsenration of their ·habits. 
Many birds were named as great insect eat
ers, some of which destroyed the codlin moth. 
aphis and other plant pests. 

VALUE OF FERTILISERS 

An interesting item on the agenda was the 
question: "Has · Molybdenun mixed with super 
any value as applied to soils of the Murray?" 

Mr. A. G. Strickland (Chief Horticulturist) 
,replied: "As far as we know at present, no. 
Molybdenun has given increased returns from 
the· higher rainfall pasture lands in the South
East, particularly on acid soils, but it is doubt
ful whether this element would benefit the 
alkaline soils of the River Murray inigation 
areas. The whole subject of minor or trace 
elements is being closely studied and it is 
quite possible that with time, our aging soils 
will develop !other d·eficiences than those 
knmvn of today.'• 

MANURIAL TRIALS 
Another item was: 'Can it be proved from 

manurial trials in relation b vines and trees 
that appli-cations of fertilism·s have proved 
satisfactory from a commercial point of·view? .. 

Mr. Strickland in reply said that the officer 
responsible for the rationing of fertilisers 
had been pestered with requests for more and 
more fertilisers f-rom River growers. This 
showed that growers believed it paid them. 
All growers would agree that fertilisers ·were 
of definite value. Citrus growing would be-

come uneconomic without nitrogenous fer
tilisers. Applications of from 6 to 10 lbs. 
of Sulphate of Ammonia per tree on Plush's 
trials had given payable c1·ops. Phosphates 
were of doubtful value except in the growing 
of cover crops. Potash, over a term of 10 
years was beginning to show some slight bene~ 
fit, a few more years would show whether 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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DIPPING TRIALS IN DRYING FRUIT 
(By 1;. c. Orton, B.Sc., Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein) 

Weather conditions during the past drying season were the worst experienc
ed since intensive investigations were commenced some twelve years <jgo. 

Whereas in favorable seasons sultanas dipped by the cold-dipped process 
at the research station have often been dried in 12 days during February, and 
on one occasion in only eight days, 16 days or more were required this year, 
even early in the season. 

This variation was entirely due to weather 
conditions, as the identical dip mixture uSed 
when the fruit dipped in eight days was in
cluded in the trials this season. 

Investigations during the 1946 season were 
mainly concerned with dips containing p-ot
ash substitutes, an improved oil emulsion 
with better wetting properties, sp~·ay mixtures 
to hasten drying, and the control of mould 
growth on the drying racks. 

COMPARATIVE RESULTS 

C'old dip mixtures containing caustic soda 
were in general less satisfactory than dips 
containing two and a half per cent. of carbon
ate of potash. Early in the season the mix
ture containing. five pounds of caustic soda 
and five pounds of potMh per 50 gallons gave 
reasonably satisfactm-y results, ·but, as the 
season progressed, results became less satis
fa-ctory. Usually the drying rate was .several 
days slower than where two and a half Beaume 
potash was used, and the fruit was definitely 
more sticky. 

Increased stickiness resulted wherever caus. 
tic soda was employed with damaged fruit, he 
said. 

CAUSTIC POTASH BETTER 
Somewhat better -results were obtained 

where caustic potash was used instead of 
caustic soda, both the drying rate and the 
condition of the fruit being similar to that 
obtained with the pure potash. ·where it 
was desired to use a dip· containing caustic 
to reduce green tinge, it was preferable to 
use caustic potash instead of caustic soda in 
the dip mixture. Five pounds of caustic pot
ash, plus five pounds· of -carbonate of potash 
is recommended for this purpose. 

With regard to the improved oil emulsion 
a preparation made. from neatsfoot oi I g·ave 
very promising, results last seas·on. This 
product had somewhat better wetting prop
-erties and gave a slightly fast~r dt:ying rate 
than anything trieD to date. It had the 
properties of both an oil emulsion and a 
wetter combined and little or no additional 
wetter would be required as dipping pro. 
gred.sied. 
Further trials woul-d be carried out next 

season, he said, when it was hoped that bet
ter drying conditions would prevail. This 
product wou1d probably be less costly than 
those at present in use. 

SPRAYING OF DIPPED FRUIT 
Interesting results were obtained from 

spraying trials carried out during the poor dry
ing conditions experienced. These .showed 
that caustic potash was much more effective 
than carbonate of potash in hastening the 
breakdown of recently dippe-d fruit. 

A number of growers confirmed this result 
for themselves towards the end of the season. 
Little advantage. however, was to be gained 
in 'the use of caustic potash in hardening off 
fruit which was almost d-ry. Causti<:· potash 
should be used as a spray at the rate of three 
to four per cent., with the addition of the nor
mal amount of oil emulsion and wetter. 

MOULD CONTROL EXPERIMENTS 
Investigations on mould 'control on sultanas 

drying on ritcks had been continued la.st sea
son. 

Shirlan 1vas added to cold dip mixture at 
the rate of 1 per cent. and used as a spray, 
In general it gave a satisfactory measure of 
control. Weaker concentrations were some. 
what less satisfactory. Much better results, 
however. were obtained by sulphuring the 
fruit on the racks. Special hessian crepe 
side curtains nine feet wide and 50 yards long, 
were prepared for this purpose. 

Sulphur was burnt in shallow sulphur pans 
either" under every bay or under every second 
. bay. Two to three pounds of sulphur per 
container should be used, Mr. Orton sai<1. 

Interesting results had been ·obtained in 
laboratory trials with a new fungicide, -calcium 
propionate. This had been widely used in 
America in preventing mould growth in flour, 
and in preventing "rope" in bread making. Re* 
suits to date indicated that it was more ef
fective than Shirlan, and might prove very 
useful in fruit drying. Probably the sodium 
of potassium salt would be used fof this pur
pose. 

TREATMENT OF IRON 
CHLOROSIS IN CURRANTS 

Mr. E. C, Orton, senior research officer at 
the Commonwe:alth Research Station, Mer
bein, said recently that iron chlorosis in cur
rants occurred per-iodically on some of the 
mio,re alkaline mallee soil type·s. It was found 
both in the presence and in the absence of 
high salt concentrations. 
Progress had been made in the treatment 

of this condition, and results indicated that 
where chlorosis occurred all pruning cuts 
should b.e: swabbed immediately after pruning 
with a 20 :per ·cent. solution of irqn, sulphate 
(2lbs. per gallon). This usually resulted in 
a normal healthy budburst, and in improved 
growth during the first few weeks, the period 
when chlorosis was often noticeabl~·. 

A -further application o{ iron could be made 
where necessary at cincturing time, wh,en cine
turing cuts could be swabbed again with the 
same ·iron sulphate solution. This treatment 
should be sufficient to <.mre or greatly improve 
vines which were moderately affected, Mr. Or
ton said. 

It also se.~med advisable to encourage shal
low rooting where this trouble occurred, he 
continued. Cover crops should not be turned 
in until after the second rrigation, when rot· 
ary h,oe-ing, or other sb,allow worl;ing was 
advisable. This, of oourse, might increase the 
frost hazard somewhat, he added. The main 
point was to avoid deep working <Jf the soil 
during the spring, thuS enabling the vines 
to make use of the surface soil ·which was 
usually the l~ast alkaline. 

"Where thi-s trouble <Jccurred with fruit trees 
in· England, ·it was customary to allow the 
natural grass cover to grow for this reason. 
Applications .o-f gypsum or sulphur to the soil 
helped to reduce alkalinity, but in themSelves 
did not usually pr~vent chlorosis. Applica· 
tions of iron sulphate to the soil might be 
effective in some cases, but not in others, he 
said. 

(Continued from Page 4) 

this increase was economic. With vines much 
the same applied. 

In places -of very low fertility as much as 
6 cwt. of sulphate of ammonia <:auld be used, 
but 3 cwt. per acre was about what was con
sidered an economic dressing. The experi· 
ment now -laid down at the Berri Experimen
tal 01·chard should show the amount of in. 
crease whic.Q could be expected from a given 
quantity of sulphate of ammonia. We could 
forget about phosphates, and potash for gen
eral application. Phosphates for cover crops 
with perhaps a .?i cwt. of sulphate of ammonia 
at the same time. 

ORGANIC FERTILISERS 
Questioned regarding the value of blood and 

other organic nitrogenous fertilisers, Mr. 
Strickland said that the value of a manure 
was dependant on the nitrogen unit value; 
the amount of organic "i!Ubstance in a ton of 
blood was small compared with the amount 
in a cover crop. Whether there were any 
finer points in blOod manure he could not say, 
but he had seen difference in appearance of 
plants where blood manure had been applied. 

RAIN DAMAGE TO SULTAN AS 
"Can any reason be given for variation of 

collapse of sultanas after rain?'. was another 
item discussed. 

M-r. C. G. Grasby (District Horticultural Ad· 
viser) said he had made an exhaustive survey 
of the Berri and Renmark settlement, and 
found a considerable variittion. The loS's was 
greater on the sandy soils than on the stiffer 
soils he had come to the conclusion that the 
dam3.ge was due to the maturity standard of 
the fruit at the time of the rain. The soils 
were more advanced on the stiffer soils, and 
the rain caught the advanced fruit at a time 
when it couldn't stand up to prolonged mois
ture. 

The application of ·sulphate of ammonia 
was often blamed by grO'Wers for h'eavy 
loss, but this was not a fact. The plain tact 
of the matter was that growers with advanc. 
ed fruit were unfortunate, but it is wrong 
to attribUte the loss to application dP suiR 
phate of ammonia. 

SCOPE FOR GORDOS AS 
SEEDED RAISINS 

~-

In the co.urse of its enquiry ·into the pos
sibility on, expandin·g rnarkets for Vine 
Fruit~ the Swreau of Agricultural Econom
ics requested the A.D.F.A. to supp,ly fur* 
ther p~rticulars regarding its recommenda
tion for increased plantings in Gord·os. The 
Bureau was in some doubt as to whether 
the increase in seeded raisin sales would 
be offset by a falling off in the consump. 
tion of other dried vine fruits. 

5 

In the letter which follows an interesting 
history is told. It reads:-

"In answer to you-r letters of the 2nd Janu
ary, I would advise that I have been in touch 
with Mr. Howie, and other Members ot the 
Board of this Association, and I am requested 
to submit their views on the matter. 

You .suggest that an increased output of 
seeded raisins might result in a decreased de
mand for other fruits, i.e., Sultanas and Cur
rants. This view is not held by Board Mem
bers, and their reasons are these: 

In 1933 it was realised that methods of 
seeding Lexias must be improved if we were 
to retain export markets and increase sales 
in Australia. New machinery was secured, 
and new methods ad-opted which improved the 
fruit tremendously and made it attractive to 
brokers, confectioners and housewives. 

INCREASED SALES 
Increased sales, as a re!3ult, are reflected 

in these figures of A.D.F.A. Agents' sales in 
Australia:-

Year Tons 
1930 .. z,l70 
1931 .... .. .. 2,410 
1932 .. . . .. 2,570 
1933 ............... U38 
1934 ............... 2,719 
193"5 ......... .2,923 
1936 .. ....... 2,991 
1937 .... ' ......... 3,131 
1938 .... .. .. .. . . 3,528 
1939 ............... 3,624 
1940 ...... > 3,707 
1941 ............ 4,169 
1942 .. ........ 3,892 
1943 .... .. 4,622 
1944 ............... 4,061 

If we take 1933 as basic year-the year of 
improvement, and 1939-the last pre-war year, 
it is found that sales inc-reased from 2,438 
tons to 3,624 tons - an increase 
of 1,186 tons. or 49 per cent. In 
the same period, sales of sultanas ro·se from 
6,244 tons to 8,863 t0ns-an increase of 2,619 
tons-42 per cent. Currant sales· rose from 
2,935 tons to 3,532 tons-an increase Of 597 
tons-or 20 per cent. The figures disclose 
an increased consumption in all fruits, but 
pa-rticularly in Lexias as seeded Raisins, which 
have attained greater favor since improve
ments in processing were made. Increased 
sales are not made at the expense of other 
fruits. We have been unable for some years 
to meet the demands of the trade for full sup· 
plies. 

In New Zealand, on the introduction of pref
erence, there was an expressed doubt ·as to 
our ability to hold the Seeded Raisin trade1 
against California. Our fruit, prior to 1933, 
was poor by comparison. .Since 1933 the 
New Zealand trade has expressed unqualified 
approval of the product, and ·"the demand has 
not been met in full for some years. There 
has been no falling off in the orders for 
other fruits. 

UNITED KINGDOM TRADE 
In the UnitPd Kingdom, about 1936, we 

started trade in Seeded Raisins with a few 
boxes. The demand increased to 1939, until 
it was beyond our pOwer to supply require. 
m:ents. We have now inquiry from buyers 
in London for Seeded Rai·sins in' cartons in 
large volume from firms who have not previ
ously handled them. Field & Company have 
asked a quotation fo.r 10,000 cases per an
num. This firm previously seeded Austral
ian and South African Lexias, and there would 
be displacement of that business, but it is be
lieved the :superior quality of our Seeded !Rais
ins will open up new avenues of use by bak
ers, confectioners and housewives in the Uni. 
ted Kingdom, as in Australia . 

In Canada also the trade in Seeded Raisins 
showed signs of development prior to the 
war, and, here again, we had difficulty in 
meetillg the demand. 

Generally, we may say that, in pre-war years 
the Lexia was one fruit in which there was 
no problem in marketing, and we believe a 
further ·1,000 acres, with 2,000 tons of fruit, 
could be successfully developed without det
riment to the prospects of marketing other 
fruits.'" 
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Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
Fcxr there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

·-Burns. 

MILDURA, JUNE, 1945 

IMPERIAl PREFERENCE 
AND THE INDUSTRY 

FRJOM the tone of official and semi-official 
statements that have been mad~ in Aus

tralian dried fruit cirdes during recent months, 
there seems to be a general recognition that 
part of. the price the British Empire 'is being 
asked to pay for a loon to the United Kingdom 
by the United States of America is. the whitt
ling) down, or even the total abolition, of Em
pire Preference. 

The President of a Victorian branch of the 
A.D.F.A. is reported as saying in his rep~rt to 
the annual meeting of his branch: «We must 
warn all concerned that until the question of 
the future policy ·regarding Empire preference 
and exchange is Settled, the future of this in
dustry is very uncertain." 

The speaker might have added' perfect jus.
tice,- that not only the future of the Australian 
dried fruit industry, but the future of prac
tically all Ausralia's primary industries was un
certain under t'he threat of the abolition of 
Empire Preference. . 

It is generally recognised, of course, that if 
Imperial Preference has to go at the behest of 
l:~.merican economic imperialism, the United 
Kingdom will come to the assistance of the 
Australian dried fruits industry with an ar
rangement whe~eby Great Brit:tin w'ill uke the 
whole of our export quota which we are un
able to market elsewhere, the arrangement to 
cover a minimum petiod of three years. 

For that pro:ffi~red assistance in what may 
prov·e to he the industry's time of readjust
ment there is: reason to he_ grateful. But are 
we who :are engaged, in the primary industries 
bf A,ustralia satisfied with such a gracious ges
ture from the Mother', Land? Are we prepared 
to lift our voices andl proclaim to the Mother 
Land that she must not sell the Empire's birth
right for a mess of American do.Jlarage? 

A'ustra.lia realises and acknowledges with 
gratitude, the assis-tance rendered to our Com
monwea:lth in the darkest days of her histor}r, 
but Australia a1so realises the change that has. 
come over American ideology since the death 
of Roosevelt. The sudden termination of 
Lendi-Le.ase and the obvious intent to impose 
American econ-omic dominaton on the world, 
are all to apparent. 

Nor will an appeal to the _terms· of the At
lantic Charter support an American demand 
for the ahando·nment or£ Imperial Pr'eferenCe. 
Clause four of the Gharter can indicate no
thing less. than the high signatories recognised' 
the vilidity of _«existing _-obligations." 

Just to refresh our memories, let's cite the 
clause again: "They will endeavour with due 
respect FOR THEIR EXISTING OBLIGA
TION:$ (capitals_ ours) "to further the en-

Some Features Of The Position 
The matter of the expansion has been of great concern to those responsible 

to advise on the future of the markets for dried vine fruits. Concern that the 
maximum amount of new land for soldier settlement should be planted, com
patible with economic stability for all involved-both present and future pro
ducers. The opinion of the industry has been set out in this journal from time 
to time, and a resume of this is set out in another part of this issue, together 
with a statement by the Commonwealth Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
However, the matter has now been taken a further st,we, with the decision of 
the Agricultural Council to permit a further 6000 acres- to be planted to dried 
vine fruits. As a matter of general interest we publish a recapitulation of the 
several aspects of the position. 

Preceding the present decision the States 
bad entered into 1vhat b2came known as tl;le
"Gentlemen's Agreement" whereby no State 
would embark on a plan of expansion via any 
definite Government schemes. 

PRIVATE PUMPING SCHEMES 
However, private pumping licences were con

stantly sought and these were controlled as 
far as dried vine fruits were concerned, by 
total veto or limit. In Victoria and South Aus
tralia the conditions of the granting of a pl"i
vate licence made for the total prohibtiion of 
dried vine fruit plantings, with some special 
exemptions that were negligible in acreage, In 
New South Wales the veto was not so definite, 
and it was possible for 25 acres to b-e planted 
when a pumping licence was granted (the Act 
has been amended recently to give the water 
authority power to prohibit the planting of 
drying varieties. 

This development, during which the other 
States halted, created some concern and .b-y 
mutual agreement between the ADF A and the 
State Dried Fruits Boards, following a sugges
tion by the NSW Board Chairman (Mr. G. 
E:Yatt), a committee was formed representa
tive of each,· to enquire into the position. The 
report of this committee, submitted to each 
Board, pointed out the danger of large expan
sion via private pumping licences, particularly 
as one licence could be used by a group or 
syndicate to the extent that- each member 
could get 25 acres for vine fruits for drying. 
This report is availab-le to branches. 

ACTION BY ADFA BOARD 
Co-incident with the reception of the report 

at the. Board of Management meeting came the 
information that the decision had been ma·de 
to develop a further 6000 acres. The Board, 
concerned at the potentialities of the devlop
ment of private ventures, sought some clarifi
cation of the pOsition, and it was decided to 
send the .following recommendation to the Ir
rigation and Production Advisory Committee. 

":That in view of the propos·e·d agreement be
tween the States and the Commonwealth Gov
E-rnments, as to further plantings, it is submit
ted that in considering the New South Wales 
quota of acreage, that all plantings that are 
allowed under the- private pumping licenses 
should be included in their quota decided upon. 

It is further _considered that control of the 
licences to permit water to be provided for 
dried fruit production areas should be vested 
in the VVater Conservation and Irrigation Com~ 
mission, or the Murray Waters Commission, 
and that strict control should be exercised over 
the issue of licences for these areas, to s·ee 
that the 'total acreage does not exceed the 
agreed acreage," 

joymellt Df all States. 
matrials essential for 
perity.'' 

to the trade in raw 
their economic pros-

American imperialists propose to ride rough 
shod over the "existing obligations" of trade 
within the British Empire in order to impose 
their own economic will upon the British Com
mon:wealth of Nations and the world. 

Nor will the excus:e that the freeing oif in
ternational traclie from restri<;tions will suffice. 
Free access of American products to all the 
component parts of the British Empire, of 
course, bu_t for Empire wool seeking to enter 
the United States, a quot:ll · not to exceed 
30,000,000 lbs per annum. 

America has. no idea of dade reciprocity; 
she wants. ·it both ways. J3:y the might of her 
hoarded! treasure and her industrial develop
ment,_ she seeks· to bring under her economic 
domina-nion the British Commonwealth and 
Empire as a· prelude to the economic domina ... 
tion of t'he world. 

FUTURE STABILITY 
Involved in the large increase of production 

that will follow the decision to plant the addi~ 
tional 6000 acres is the effect on the ul-timate 
returns to growers. When the ADF A Board 
wa's informed that these further plantings 
were cont~emplated it considered the maiter of 
future difficulties arising in the disposal of 
large surplus stocks, especially in seasons of 
high production. It .was resolved: 

"That the· follovving notification be sent to 
Mr. J. G. Crawford, Director, Rural Division, 
l\Hnistry of Post War Reconstruction, Can. 
berra, for consideration between F·ederal and 
State Authorities responsible for expanding 
production:-
,.~Dried Vine Fruits.-lncreased Plantings for 

i:he Sett-lement of Returned Servicemen.'' 
"Adverting to our conversations in Melbourne 

on lOth April last, regarding the above matter, 
it is considered that the increased plantings 
referred to during our discussions are not war~ 
ranted by market prospects, and that should 
new areas be developed for the production of 
Dried Vine F-ruit>~, there is every probability 
of a greater volume of fruit being produc·ed 
than can be marketed, particularly in years of 
high yields. This creats two major problems 
for the Industry-the first is that an over sup
plied market ·causes a depression in aU prices 
and returns to grow·e-rs below cost 0f pro(hJC
tion-the second is the pr·oblem of finance for 
surpluses carried over the normal period of 12 
months in which a crop is marketed. 

"It is consid~red by myself and the others 
present at the interview, that in any agree~ 
ment "behveen the Commonwealth and the 
States in regard to these increased plantings, 
such aid should be given by the States to the 
Commonw·ealth_ as may be necessary to :fin
ance the carry -over of the unmarketable sur
plus or the diversion of it to non-payable mar
kets or .uses." 

Following the official statement, the Board, 
at its later meeting resolved:-

"That in view of th-e _decision of the Agricul~ 
tural Council to recommend the planting Of 
6,000 acres for Dried Vine Fruits this being an 
increase of 4,000 acres, over the ·nmount re
commended to the Council by the Common~ 
1vea1tl1 Bureau of Economics this Association 
to bring befor.e both the Federal Government 
and the State Governments the following reso
'Iution which was forwarded to the Conference 
by The Australian Dried Fruits Association:-

1"It is considered that the increased plantings 
refer:r.e-d to during our di~scussions are not war
ranted by market prospects, and that should 
new areas ·be develoPed for the production of 
Dried Vine F'ruits, there is every pro'ba'bility 
of a greater volume of fruit being prodUced 
than can be marketed, particularly in years of 
high yields. This creates two major pfob
lems for the Industry-the first is that an 
over-supplied market causes a depr.ession in all 
prices and returns to growers below cost of 
production-the second is the problem of fin
ance for surpluses carried over the normal 
periOd of 12· months in \Vhich a crop is mark
eted," 

LETTER OF APPRECIATION 
The Manager, Barmera Packing Co., has re

ceived the following letter fr.om Mr N. Dick
inson, 4 Arundel Gardens, Kensington, Lon
don: 

"This i·s just a note of appreciation of the 
sultanas sent here by your Company. 

T have no business cosnections, but have been 
impressed by the. quality of the fruit I have 
been able to buy packed by your Company. 
Your label carries the words "sound, fresh and 
clean," and this is just what I found them 
to be, so I felt I would like to say thank you 
for the generous help we have had from your 
,great continent, If all her products are as 
iood as yours, then I think Australia need not 
ftar for her sales in the world's markets." 
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DRIED FRUITS BOARD MEETING 
A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board which was held in Mildura 

on May 16, dealt with the processing and control of seeded 1exias, the classifi
cation and packing of lexias, limits of DDT for dried tree fruits, the sale of 
v/hole apricots damaged by Rutherglen bug to Government institutions, and 
other matters, 

:rvlr. Parlrer ·J. l\1oloney (chairman of the 
Board) presided, and ~taiso present were Messrs 
F. M. Read (deputy chairman), S. R. Mansell, 
H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings and D. E. Barry 
\~Toad. Mr A. Cockroft (growers' representa· 
tive for the shires of Swan Hill and Kerang) 
was unable to attend owing to his car having 
brolren down on the journey. 

Referring to the suggestion that a new regu
laticn should be made covering the processing 
and control of seeded lexias, Mr Molon.ey said 
that the positon up to the time of the last 
meeting of the Board was that the, Board was 
avvaiting a communication from the Depart
ment of Commerce advising the result of in
vestigntions by the Council f.::Jr Scientific and 
Jndustrial Research authorities. at Merbein 
into the question of temperature and moisture 
cc·n tent. This letter, which was now to hand, 
stated that, for the 1946 season, seeded le:x:ias 
shouid contain no more: than 14 per cent. 
moisture wh.en packed and that the maximum 
temperature at the time of pE.cki:l,; · should 
not exceed 100 degrees Fah. when IJacked in 
<:artcns, nor 90 degrees Fah. if packed in con· 
tainers of 10 lbs or more. It was, considered, 
.however, that the question o( embodying defin
ite standards as regards moisture, content and 
pr.ccessing temperatures in the Commerce and 
State D'oied Fr·uits :Regulations i,sllould be 
delayed pending further investigational work 
Qll the subject and agreement with the vari~ 
ous boards concerned in respect of fruit for 
Commomvealth sales. Should experience dur· 
Jng the present season -confirm the accuracy 
of the above recommendations, steps would 
be ta1ren to, include them in the. regulations 
before the commencement of the 1947 packing 
-season. 

Mr Moloney said that he was pleased to 
report that the Governor-in-Council had ap
proved of the establishment of a provident 
fund for members of the staff, to commellce 
as from January 1, 1946. 

DDT IN DRIED TREE FRUITS 

In accordance with a decision reached at a 
confe~·ence. 'between re,presentattves of the 

Victorian Board, Department ,of Commerce and 
Agriculture (Commonwealth), Department of 
Agriculture. ADF A and selling agents, the 
chairman stated that he had made represen
tations to Dr F'eatonby (chairman, Pure Food 
Standards Committee, Health Department) 
asking for some relief for dried tree fruits in 
cmmection with the. application of the limit of 
10 parts ner million ·of DDT, and he was now 
awaiting the result of inquirie~ which were 
·being made by the Health Department into, 
this matter. 

Following a further decision made. at the 
.above-mentioned meeting, he (Mr Moloney) 
had communicated With the Minister of Agri· 
culture asking for approval for whole dried 
apric·ots "M.F." quality, damaged by Ruther-

glen bug, to be sold to Government institutions. 
The Minister had replied giving his consent to 
this proposal provided that samples Were first 
submitted to the managements of these insti
tutions_ for the:ir aiJ_proval and that the. sales of 
such fruit \Vere strictly ·supervised by the 
Board. 

\Vith regard to the classification and pac}!:
ing of_ lexias and walthams, Mr Moloney said 
that it -would be remembered that, in March, 
1945, the ADF'A had advised th~ Board that, as 
the result of discussions at a meeting of repre
sentatives of packers. from Victoria and South 
Australia helc1 in Mil dura early last year, it 
,·vas decided to experiment with lexias during 
the 1945 season. The particular po,;i.nts at 
issUEl were: The provision of a six¥crown grade1 
'of high quality fruit for counter trade -or_ for 
specialty packing as dessert raisins Lor Christ
mas and other demands, and the size of fruit 
to be included in the above. In this regard, 
it was considered that, in view of its different 
shape, \:Valthams would provide the same count 
per ounce_ if passed over a :riddle 1-112 in. 
smaller in size than as used for lexias. In a 
letter received from the Chief Fruit Inspector 
it was stated that further tests would be car· 
ried out during the 1946 seas.on prior to final 
consideration of amendments to the existing 
l"egulations. 

COSTS OF INSPECTIONS 

Referring to thEl deputation of members of 
the consultative committee and others, who 
interviewed Mr R. T. J?ollard, MP, requesti:rig 
that the Department of Commerce and Agricul
ture should favorably eonsider ._some reduction 
in the inspection costs now ch~rged to the 
State Boards by the Department ·of Commerce, 
'l\'Ir Moloney reported that he had recently re
ceived a letter advising- him that the Minister 
for Commerce and Agricultur(:'l (Mr W. J. 
Scully)· had approved of a fixed reduced annual 
charge to each State- Dried Fruits Board, 
such char.ge to Qe .operative for the .seasons 
1946.1951 inclusive. 

VVith a view to preventing any illegal traf· 
ficking in reject drit:ld tree fruits in the Gaul· 
burn Valley, Senior Inspector T. Walsh had 
recently paid a visit to this. district, and this 
had rE;sulted in four successful prosecutions 
-two groWers and two grocers. 

The chairman informed members th~t about 
2500 copies of the Board's annual report for 
the year ended December 31, 1945, had been 
forwarded to growers and various other :per· 
:; Jns connected with the industry. 

Other busine.ss of a· routine nature consisted 
of a suney of pack figures up to May 4_. 1946, 
and the estimated Australian pack of dried 
fruits for 1946; the adoption of the Board's 
financial statement showing expenditure be
t\\;een January 1, 194·6, and Aprl 30, 1946 and 
the passing of the Board's accounts to the 
same date. 

ljl THE MllDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

L 
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MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £143,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 
I ornata and Worcester Sauces 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 
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FOOD FOR BRITAIN? 

An Anomaly 

Under the· heading "Activities of the Asso
ciation" mention is made of the anomalous 
position- \vhereby the powers that be rule that 
the dried fruits grower shall export fruit that 
could be sold in Australia. so that Britain shall 
be fed-and at the same time arrang.e· for the 
importation of some 4000 tons of dates from 
countries just a few days sailing from Eng~ 
land. The Australian Dried Fruits Industry 
has been outstanding in its gestures in kind 
and monetary sacrifice so that the Mother 
Country can be fe-d. It has had an abiding 
faith-that England must get her share-
spoken in every collference of growers in every 
State. We have been rather proud·/ of this 
faith. 

This anomaly has been taken up \Vith the 
Han. \V. J. Scully, the Minister of Commerce 
and Agriculture, to whom the following let
ter was sent by the Boan1 of Management 
Secretary (1Y.rr. Sumner). -

At a recent meeting, the Members of my 
Board expressed surprise on being informed 
that approximately 4,000 tons of dates had 
recently arrived in Australia. 

This information closely followed a notifi· 
..::ation that it was conside:red the release of 
dried vine fruits for the Commonwealth Mar. 
ket should be further reduced so as to per
n:dt o£ the exp::Jrtation of a larger quantity 
co the United Kingdom. 

ANOMALOUS POSITION 

It seemed anomalous to members of my 
board that the importation of dates into Aus
tralia should be permitted at a price consider
ably in excess of that cha:rgeable for currants, 
sultanas and seeded raisins, when the market 
was to be definitely short supplied with Aus~ 
tralian grown dried vine fruits. In other 
words, could not the quantity of dates allot
ted to Australia have been exported to the 
United Kingdom and an equal quantity of 
dried vine fruits retained for Australian use? 

LOCAL DEMAND FOR DH,IED FRUITS 

The Dried Fruits Indust~'Y has for some 
time bEien anxious to develop the local demand 
for vine Jruits, in view .of the fact that the 
annual production is gradually rising through 
improved yields being secured from land 
\Vhich has been recently drained and also 
through odd areas _coming into bearing. 

This led my Association to ·seriously dis· 
cuss with the trade about twelve months ag.o, 
the prospect .. of introducing new uses for dried 
fruits, so as to assist in maintaining the war· 
time level of sales in Australia. 

During the war period, currants, sultanas 
und seeded raisins have been used on an in. 
creasing scale in the confectionery in-dustry • 
and large quantities have also been takEin up 
by manufacturers of tinned puddings. These 
Pre but two of the 01.1.tlets which it was de
sired to foster and develop d1.uing the period 
when Industry was returning to normal peace· 
time conditions. Unfortunately, as you are 
nware, the production this year was seriously 
interfered with by inclement weather expet'i· 
enced throughout the producing m·eas pradic~ 
ally from the commencement of the harvest. 

UNITED KINGDOM SUPPLIES 

The Industry, however, realised the neces· 
sity of making as large a tonnage as possible 
available to the Unite-d Kingdom, and from 
the oTiginal anticipated requirements of 25,000 
tons, the Commonwealth alloc·ation was VOl· 
tmtarily reduced fii·st to 20,000 tons and sub
sequently to 18,000 tons (exclusive of 500 tons 
for the Services), and after agreeing readily 
on behalf of the g,rowers to. these substandrtl 
reductions, thereby eliminating any cbance of 
development of n·ew uses for dried fruits for 
the present, you will recognise it came some
what as a shock to Members of my Board to 
realise that a large tonnage of .. dates was be· 
ing imported. 

It is ·respectfully claimed that dates, to a 
very large extent, merely replace vine fi'uits. 
and it is, therefore, suggested that whilst the 
United Kingdom is so desperately in need of 
supplies of dried fruits as to warrant ration
ing in the Commonwealth, arrangements 
shcmld be made for Australia's allocation of 
dates to be diverted to the United Kingdom, 
with a conesponding adjustment in the case 
of dried vine fruits. 
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The Activities of The 
Distribution in the Commonwealth - Lexia Prices -
Commonwealth Allocation of Vine Fruits - Increased 
Plantings- Income Tax -Sales to United Kingdom 
(Differentials and W.A. Currants) - Frost Prevention 
Research. 

At recent meetings of the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. many mat
ters of immediate interest to growers were dealt with, and decisions made that 
vitally concern the industry generally. These are dealt with in detail in the 
following report of the activities of the A.D.F.A. Board. Items of general 
interest that of a routine nature are set out with some amplification. The 
important matter of the increase in plantings of dried vine fruits was examined 
and certain action taken. A report of this and a statement by the Chairman 
of the Board appear under separate headings. 

One of the most important matters exam
ined was that of the question of the- amount 
of Vine Fruits that should be released for 
home consumption, having regard to world 
shortages of food, and it was considered that 
at this time of shortage of foodstuffs in the 
United Kingdom the Commonwealth and Ser
Vice quota should be reduced from estimated 
requirements of 20,500 tons to 18,500 tons, 
thereby increasing the allocation to the Uni
ted Kingdom from 30,000 to 32,000 tons. 

This would involve a financial loss to g:ow
ers of £7,750 (the difference between Com. 
monwealth and United Kingdom prices) made 
up as follows:-

Currants.-250 tons-difference between 
United King:dom and Commonwealth £14 per 
ton.-£3,500. -

Sultanas.-1500 tons-difference between 
United Kingdom and Commonwealth £4 per 
ton.~£6,000. _ · 

Lexias.-250 tons-premium between Unit
ed Kingdom and Commonwealth £7 per ton. 
-£1,750. Total £7,750. 

Offset against this loss has to be considered 
the increased price being paid by the United 
Kingdom for 1946 over 1945, amounting to 
£258,358. made up as fOllOws:-

Currants.-7,200 tons at £6/17/6 pe-~· ton.
£ 49,500; Sultanas-21,400 tons at . £8/8/9 per 
ton-£180,562; Lexias-1,400 tons at £8/8/9 
per ton-£11,812.-Total £241,874.. Addit
ional 2,000 tons, £16,484-£258,358. 

Due consideration was given to further fac
tors involved such as loss of grade _by rain; 
increased harvesting costs; dehydration costs 
and reduced returns due to lower grades, the 
latte:r three items being calculated at an av
erage increased cost of £ 8 per ton-. 

After full discussion, it was considered that 
any claim for loss of proceeds-£7,750 was 
more than offset by financial gain in increas-

ed United Kingdom prices and agreed that 
Commonwealth trade should be curtailed to· 
18,500 tons. 

However, as the A.D.F.A. has no statutory 
powers in the matter this consideration could 
only be a ·:recommendation to the appropriate 
authorities, and it was resolved:-

"That the matter be referred to the State 
Boards for negotiation in reg.ard to quotas 
to be declared by them and that Members 
of the A.O.F.A. Bo,ard refer the po~ition to 
Branches with fUll explanation." 

IMPORTATION OF DATES 
The matter of the importation of dates into 

Australia at a time when the United Kingdom 
is calling for maximum supplies of foodstuffs 
from overseas, received the consideration of 
the Board, and it was decided to write to the 
Minister for Commerce. pointing out the an
oma,Jous position of allowing dates to be im
ported into Australia and at the same time 
calling for export of dried fruits to an extent 
which has deprived the Commonwealth mar. 
ket of the full ·l·equirements of Dried Vine 
Fruits; also pointing out that the industry 
has long realised the necessity of increasing 
the Commonwealth quota to the highest poss
ible figure, and. that this year we were hope
ful of being able to develop new outlets. The 
fact that Australia's requirements are being 
considerably reduced, will of necessity cause 
us to abandon any experimental work in the 
-development of new uses for dried vine fruits. 
It is, the:refore, respectfully requested that 
the Minister take steps during the period of 
shortage of foodstuffs in the United Kingdom 
to refrain from allowing any further impor
tation of dates into Australia. 

The full text of the letter protesting is set 
out in this issue. 

Association 
COMMONWEALTH QUOTA ANO 

DISTRIBUTION. 

Since the ab:~ve matter was examined br 
the Board the statutory authorities have
agreed upon a ::release of 18,500 tons of vine 
fruits for civilian and Servi.ces requirements .. 
As this will leave the home market short sup. 
plied it will mean that the distribution in the
Commonwealth will have· to be rationed. In: 
anticipation of such a positiOn the Board gave· 
full consideration to this problem, and it was. 
decided to ration buyers to 80 per cent. of_ 
their 1945 season deliveries and that agents. 
distributing agents, sub-distributors and mantl
facturers be notified ·accordinglY. 

Further to the matter of distribution within: 
the Commonwealth a meeting with the repre
sentatives of the Fede1·al Dried Fruits Distrib
utors was held at their request, and the chair
man (Mr. Ho·wie) with Messrs. Malloch and' 
Jones, with the secretary, were appointed a 
committee to "deal with the matters raised. 
The representatives of the distributors were: 
Mr. P. H. Jeffery (chairman), and Messrs. L 
Connell, C. E. Pethebridge and J. W. Hinge~ 
ley. Details of the items dealt with and 
the decisions agreed upon are set out brie!-' 
Iy as follows:-

1.-Agreement with Distributing Agents re~ 
garding sales and distribution: :Merchants' 
Representatives stated that they thought t11e 
time had come when a formal Agreement 
should be entered into by the Association 
with its Distributors in ·regard to marketing. 

After discussion it was agreed that the posi
tion was \Veil covered by present verbal un
derstanding which had proved mutually satis
factory for a number of years. 

2.-Additions to list of Distributing Agents, 
Sub-Distributors and Manufacturers: This 
matter was dis-cussed and Mr. Howie assured 
the Merchants' RepresentatiVes that the As
sociation had no intention of departing from 
its present attitude in regard to discussing 
with the Merchants' Association all suggested 
additions to the lists. 

3.-Supplies of Seeded Raisins: Reference 
was made by Merchants· Representatives to 
the shortage of Seeded Raisins during the past 
feW years. The Chairman pointed out that 
this was· unavoidable under the restricted ton
nage allotted for Australian Civil trade, but 
that it was }lOped with a normal crop next 
year _ample supplies would be available. 

4.-Competition from Non-Association 
Prunes: This matter was discussed at con
siderable length, reference being made to the 
comparatively large quantities being offered 
by Non-Association interests to some of- the 
larger Grocers and Storekeepers. 

The Chairman pointed out that, unfortu
nately, conditions durini Wa.r time had tend· 
ed towards the development of Non-Associa
tion interests in Prunes, owing, to the ease 
with which purchases from growers could be 

*PESPRUF No. 2 ·Dust. 
DDT insecticidal Dust. 

*PESPRUF No. 20 Emulsion. 
DDT insecticidal spray. 

''CUPROX. 
Copper Fungicidal Spray. 

*PHYOMONE. 
Prevents pre-harvest drop. 

*SHIRLAN AG. 
For Mould and Mildew. 
''WlNTER WASH "A". 

For control of green and -black aph-is. 
*HORTOMONE "A". 
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Plant Hormones to stimulate root 
growth of cuttings. 

''WETOMIC SULPHUR. 
The efficient wettable sulphur spray. 

*AGRAL. 
Wetters and spreaders for all sprays. 

*ATLAClDE. 
The efficient non-poisonous weed killer. 

~·Trade Marks Registered. 

J' ictorian Distributors: ® RAMSAY & TREGANOWAN LIMITED 
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disposed of. The limited release for Aus
;tralian C'ivilian trade during the past few 
_-years also tending to generally upset market 
distribution through the Non-Ass::Jciation in

-..te:rests usual1yqcOufining their offerings to the 
larger Storekeepers and Grocers in tl~ State 

··of production, whereas the Association took 
the broader industry view and continued to 

:distribute its supplies throughout the length 
. and breadth of Australia. 

It was finally agreed it would be desirable 
·to confer with the M-erchants before next yea:· 
in regard to a means necessary to combat 

·rhe disruption of the Prune Market through 
;the operation of Non--Association interests. 

SALES IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Growers are aware of the recent arrange
ment for fiat )·ate sales to the U.K. Following 

·this the secretary formally informed the Board 
of Management that official advice had been 

. !'eceived from the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board of the sale of a tonnage of 
Currants. Sultanas and Lexias to the United 
'King.dom on an F.O.B. basis, the contract be. 
·ing for a fiat price for each fruit in·espectiv€~ 
•of graQes. The Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
'Control Board again urged shippers· to adopt 
such a system of grade variations in payments 
to growers in all producing States, including 
\\!estern Australia. as would result in the 

·g:reateEt attention and care being given to the 
·production of fruit of the highest quality, thus 
·maintaining. the reputation of Australian Dried 
Fruits in Export Markets. 

DIFFERENTIALS 1946 SEASON 
The B:Jard then resolved itself into a con

fer#nce to allow of rep1·esenta.tives from 
·western Australia attending to discuss Unit. 
ed Kingdom Grade Differentials for Season 

-1946. 
The Conference gave consideration to the 

·question of fixing differentials for Currants, 
·sultanas aDd Lexias -shipped to the United 
King.dom this yea1·. Messrs. H. H. Smith and 
H. V. Foster attended as representing West~ 
·ern Australian Agents. 

Mr.- Smith in outlining the Western Aus~ 
tralian position, stated he wished to re-open 
consideration of differentials on the 1941 
ba.sis and gave reasons why this should be 
·done. He pointed out that 1941 export values 
should be taken as the basis. This was de
bated and ample ·reasons given for the pres
ent differentials being maintained, and finally 
it was resolved: 

Currants: "That ·the diff'erentia,ls as op.erat~ 
·.-ing last year be continued f.br Season 1946, as 
under:--

1-Crown, basis; 2-crown, £2 per ton up on 
1-crown; 3~crown small and unsized_ £4 per 

·ton up on 1-crown; 3-crown, large. £4/10/ per 
ton up .on 1-crown; 4--crown, £8 per ton up 
-on 1-crown. 

Mr. H. H .. Smith not voting. 
Sultanas: "That the. same differentials as 

fixed for last year operate for Season 1946, as 
follows:-

1-crown, basis; 2-crown, £2 per ton up on 
Lcrown; 3-crown, £4 per ton up on 1-crown; 
4-crown £6 per ton up on 1-crown; 5-crown, 
£8 per ton up on 1-cYown." 

Lexias: "That a Committee consisting -of 
Messrs .. Malloch, Winterbottom and Jones, be 
appointed to draw up recommendations in re. 
spect to variations for the United Kingdom. 
Adjustment and Final Account Sales Varia
tions and consult with the Mildura District 
Council A.D.F.A., Mid-MurraY Valley District 
Council A.D.F.A., and A.D.F.A. River Coun
cil, south Australia in respect thereto, sub
mitting their final ·:recommendations to the 
Board of Management at its next meeting_ 

LONDON CONTRACT 
The Board of Management then resumed its 

meeting and gave consideration to the Lon. 
don fiat price contract, as .set out in the fol
lowing, resolutions. 

Resolved:-
1.-"ln view of the announcement from the 

Export Control Board, that whilst sales to 
the United Kingdom are on a flat price for 
currants, sultanas and Iexias for 1946 season, 
grade values have been taken into account 
in determining p_:rices to be paid by the Min: 
istry of Food iind grades shipped will be a 
determining factor in prices for :subsequent 
seasons. the Board recommends to shippers: 

(a) To a4_opt su-ch a policy in allocation of 
grades of fruit for the United Kingdom as 
will ensure the same high standards as in 
past seasons. 

(b) To adopt such a system of grade varia
tions in PI!Y!!l~p.j: to growers as will ensure 
attention and Ca-:-e being given to the prodUc
tion of fruit of the highest quality to main
tain the reputation of the industry in export 
markets." 

2.-'That an Export Grades Adjustment 
shall operate for the 1946 season to provi-de 
for:-

(a) An equitable adjustment between ag
ents in respect to their sales of fruit over
sea as between "premium'· and "flat price" 
markets. This phase of the adjustment 
would correct anomalies CYeated by any agent 
selling a higher than averag.e quota of his 
high-grade fruit in a market offering a "pre
mium" as against agents who sold similar 
fruit in a "fiat price" market.-, 

(b) Pl'emiums for grades of fruit higher 
than the lowest grade shipped to a "fiat price" 
matket.•· 

3.-"That the following grade premiums be 
adopted for season, 1946:-

Currants: !.crown, basis; 2-crown. £2 a 
ton up on 1-crown; 3-crown, small and un
sized £4 a ton up On 1-crown; 3~crown, la1·ge 
£4/10/ a ton up on 1-crown; 4-crown, £8 a 
ton up on 1-crown . 

Sultanas: 1-crown, basis; 2-crown, £2 a ton 
up on 1-crown; 3-crown,. £4 a ton up on 1-
crown; 4-e·own, £6 a ton up on 1-crown; 
5-crown, £8 a ton up on 1-crown. 

Lexias and \:Valthams: To be determined 
and announced at a later date. _. 

4.-"That all fruit delivered to A.D.F.A. 
Packing Houses shall be received on the 
above conditions and all agents shall be 
bound to the adjustment." 

"That tentative adjustments in accordance 
with the foregoing conditions shall be made 
when shipments wanant, with, a final adjust~ 
ment at the end of the season.'9 

LEXIA PRICES 

A discussion took :place regarding the extra 
costs involved in the endeavor to produce a 
superior article and tile ·}'efusal of the Prices 
Commissioner to grant the increase asked for. 

Resolved: 
"That a Committee consisting of Messrs. 

Malloch. Winterbottom and Jones be appoint
ed to approach the Prices Commissioner with 
a request to reconsider prices for Lexias with 
a view to meeting the additional costs that 
have been incurred in their production.'' 

These costs are attributed to: 
Increased cost of harvesting. 
Dehydration charges. 
Increased processing charges. 

An important factor in the case is that 
higher returns are being obtained for the 
fruit in fre-sh form to distilleries. The Com
mittee has been in communication with the 

Commissioner on this and the above aspects, 
and there the matter rests, as this report is 
made to growers. The Board is cq_p.cerned 
at the position and the Committee appoint· 
ed has prepared a case that is fundamentally 
sound if increased food production is the es~ 
sential today. 

INCOME TAX DEPRECIATION 
As arranged at the April Board JD.eeting, 

Mr. P. Malloch drafted a case for submission 
to the Commissioner of Taxation, which let
ter was forwarded on the 13th May, 1946, 
reading as follows:-

'\:Ve have received a letter from the Bar. 
mera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. (which 
is affiliated with this organisation) dated 26th 
February, 1946, reading as follows:-

"Federal Income Ta.x" 
"1\."e de~ire to draw your attention to the 

·ract that the application by the Association 
to the Commissioner of Taxes for tlle purpose 
of allowing, certa_in deMeeiatiotl rates to ap
ply t:J fruit K1"ower.s' assets has caused the 
Deputy Commissioner in South Australia to 
disallow depreciation at the rate of 5 per cem. 
per annum on concrete channels and pipe 
lines used for irrigation purpose and on which 
'"e have always claimed 5 per 'cent. deprecia. 
tion. 

"The Deputy Commissioner has pointed out 
that under Section 75 (D) and (F) expendi
ture incurred by the taxpayer in constructing 
$nigation channels and drains is an allOW· 
able deduction in the year incurred, and this 
is quite satisfactory for all further construc
tional work undertaken. It appears to us, 
however, to be most unfair to use this sec
tion fo-r the purpose of disallowing claims fo-r 
depreciation on assets installed some years 
ago. ·we will he pleased therefore if you 
could re-open this matter with the Commis
sioner of Taxation, Canberra, and have this 
point clarified. 

"In accordance with the request contained 
in this letter we respectfully submit: 

(a) In the correspondence which has passed 
between us since August, 1944, we have claim
ed that deduction of drainage expenses on 
fruit.growing properties should be allowed tO
tax-payers. 

(b) On 26th April, 1945, you advised: "Ex
penditure incurred by taxpayers in draining 
fruit-growing properties will be allowed." 

(c) This concession having been granted, 
it is admitted that depreciation allowance for 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

· barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain maximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may be &ssured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and ir. the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 
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drainage C.!OStS previously incurred cannot be 
continued. This is made clear in subsequent 
<C·Orrespondence between us. 

(d) In the letter under review, reference is 
made to the disallowance of depreciation on 
channelS 0,11 which depreciation was previ
ously allowed. It is submitted that channels 
come under a diffe1·ent category from drains. 
The formel' are used to apply water to irri
g,ation holdings; the latter, to remove stag
nant or seepage water. V\re have not claim
ed that the cost of installation of channels 
should be an allowable deduction, nor has 
such been advised to us as an allowable de
duction. 

Reference to our letter to you of 19th Feb
ruary, 1945, might be read as implying that 
we desired the cost of installing pipe lines 
or channels as a deduction, but this was not 
intended. It is, therefore. desired that the 
depreciation allowance should be continued 
on channels or pipe lines used for the supply 
of wate2• to irrigation land, and we resPect
fully request that you rule and advise the 
Deputy Commissioner for South Australia ac
cordingly. 

FROST PREVENTION RESEARCH 

The direct heating practice as a· means of 
combating frost has been successful and has 
meant the saving of many tons of fruit. H~)w. 
ever, it is a trying job that places a great 
strain on growers, particularly if a period of 
successive frosts occm·. Further, there is a 
limit to the area that can be handled by the 
growers under normal labor conditions and 
costs. INhere there are more than 5 or 6 
a<:res on a single unit farm that are vulner
able to frost the use of heaters becomes a 
physical and economic problem that many 
growe1·s find extremely difficult to meet. 
Therefdre invelstigations ;have been carried 
Ot).t by gr_pups of gxowers, and particularly 
the Berri-Barmera Frost Committee, to find 
nieans of minimising the vulnerability. A 
booklet issued by the above body suggests 
treatment of soils. with a view to building up 
the:ir temperature. This, togethe:r with other 
a.venues detailed in the booklet prepared by 
Mr. King, the secretary of the Committee, im
mediately convey the impression that some 
official research would be of value to follow 
up the findings set out. 

At the Board of Management meeting re~ 
cently it was decided to ask the CSIR to make 
furthei- investigations into the problem, and 
to meet the ··costs of representatives of frost 
committees in the several centres in the event 
of a further conference meeting to dis-cuss de· 
tails with officers of the CSIR. The ·secre
tary of the Board (Mr. Sumner) has writ
ten to America to obtain official reports on 
the severil mechanicar devices used in in
ducting the warmer air down to the lower 
levels-it being· repmted tl1at, by the use of 
such plant a-· much greater area can be cov
ered with less labor than under the direct 
heating system. 

GENERAL 

Other matters dealt with by the Board are 
given b€low in the form that they appear in 
the official minutes. together with some ampli
fication in :Q_arts. 

SISAL KRAFT 

Letters vvere received from two ADF A 
branches, pointing out that oeomplaints have 
been made by growers r_egarding the alleged 
poor qUality .of Sisalkraft made available to the 
industry this year. After discussion it was 
decided that the Association would take up 
the matter with the manufacturers, pointing 

·out it was necessary that tl1e article supplied 
should be waterproof. 

BLOOD AND BONE MANUR,E 

Goi"rlesponden,ce with the Deprurtment of 
Agricultu·re. was submitted to the board meet
ing, asking that supplies of Blood and Bone 
manure should be ma·de available to dried 
fruit growers. Although no definite reply 
has been received from the Department of 
Agriculture, it is understood that even if 
controls Were to be lifted, supplies are so 
short that the prospect of getting supplies in 
the immediate future are anything but h:ight. 

WEATHER FORECASTS 

Mr. J. H. Gordon repJrted that he had ar
ranged an appointment with Wing-Comman. 
der Timcke to discuss tentative plans for 
weather forecasts for next harvest in the lig.ht 
of experience gained this year. 

This interview has since been held and the 
weaknesses of the trial examined in detail. 
The main weakness lies in the lack o-f a prop
erly constituted Meteo·:·logical Section being 
set up in the centre of the Murray Valley 
areas. The trained observer who was sta-
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tioned at Milclura in the recent season was at 
a disadvantage in this regard, but was able 

..to supply the Bureau with reliable informa
tion that enabled a much more accurate ser
vice than in previous years. 

How·eve:r enors occured in this "no man's 
land of weather.·' and the Directorate of Met· 
eorological-services is well a>vare of the prob
lem. The officer iu charge has stated that 
-every effort ·-~II be made to ha.ve a fully 
equipped Meteorological section located at 
Mildura for the next harvest season with a 
view to prOviding a Murray Valley service 
that will afford growers the greatest possible 
protection. 

The board has expressed its a_pp1·eciation of 
the servi·ce afforded and has :i.nforr..1ed the 
Direc~orate accordingly. 

Q,RADE FIXING 
The following resolUtion was received from 

the ADFA River Council South Australia at 
their meeting held at B-armera on May 1st, 
1946. 

"That the South Australian -representatives 
on sample fixing report that the job has been 
relegated to 'matching" the samples fixed in 
Mildura. They maintain that final decisions 
should not be arrived at until after ag,ree. 
ment with South Australian representatives." 

After discussion it was decided to refer 
sam:e to the next Federal Council meeting for 
consideT'ation. 

PRUNES-SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Mr. Howie r:eported that he had attended a 
meeting of the Smith Australian Prune Grow
ers' Association and said they were concern
ed that Angaston and Glare were sending 
prunes to Victoria, thereby avoiding the inter
State charges incurred by the South Austral
ian PooL He <ilso intimated that it seemed 
likely the South Australian Prune G:·owers 
Association will discontinue operations. It 
was claimed, howevel', by Victorian agents 
that the growers concerned did not secure 
any advantage in this regard owing to freigl1t 
to Victoria being incurred on the prunes in
volved. 

Furthee to the matter of ptunes: 
Considel'ation was given to the representa

tions made by the South Australian Prune 
Growers' A~sociatiol1. for the establishment of 
an Interstate -charges Fund for Prunes. 

After consultation with _the prune interests 
in the various States, the secretary repJrted 
that some agents in Eastern States di-d not 
suppiort the idea of pooling of Interstate 
charges, but that one agent who had had in
terests in each State was prepared to accept 
the principle of a State Pool for Interstate 
charges, such procedure already being carried 
out within their own -organisation. 

It was also pointed out that in vine and 
tree fruits a distinction ·was made between 
States in resp€'Ct to the amount of Interstate 
Charges Levi so that the introduction of a 
fiat ·2·ate for Interstate Charges in all States 
would be a new departure as far as the As
sociation was concerned. 

After discussion it was deci-ded that it was 
not practical at the present time to agree to 
the request of the South Australian Prune 
Gro-wers' Association. 

SAVE THE FORESTS 
Last;._ year the Association donated £25 to 

this farsighted organisation, the activities 
and purpose being deserving of the support 
of every citizen and organisation for all, and 
the Dried Fruits Industry in particular, de
pend greatly on the preservation of our for
ests. At the last meeting of the Board it 
was agreed to again contribute £25. 

INDUSTR.~AL ARBITRATION OFFICER 

A letter 1vas received from the VVaikeri& 
branch ADF A. advising that they were of the 
opinion that the appointment of an office1· to
deal with industrial matters is,_ worthy of fur
ther consideration, as it is heid that su.ch an 
offi·cer could visit districts and advise execu
tives regarding, arbitration matters; investi
gate the position of a cross section of grow
ers, tl:::ereby securing reliable information to, 
place befoze the Court. 

A letter was also received from the Com
monwealth Arbitration Committee, confirm
ing the resolution sent to the ADFA by the 
Mildura Conciliation and Labor League, as 
follows:-

"That this committee considers the present 
set-up is quite satisfactory." 

Resolved: 
"That copy of the letter from the Common-

wealth Arbitration Committee, Mildura, be 
sent to the VVaikerie Branch." 

In amplification of the aboVe it should be, 
explained that the Interstate Arbitration 
Committee, otherwise the Commonwealth Ar
bitration Committee, was set up followirig a 
letter from the Waikerie Branch some ·· two 
years ago. This committee consists of rep. 
resentatives, of South Australian areas and 
Victorian centres, elected to represent gro:;v
ers in negotiations with the A WU or in mat
te.,:s before the Arbitration Court. Previous 
to this set-up it was possible for a position to 
arise where negotiations were taking pia{'e 
with the A W1J, in several areas at the one 
time,· that often resulted in confusion. Since 
the institution of the Interstate Committee 
·an negotiations with the A WU have been on. 
a much sounder basis. --

PRIVATE PUMPING LICENCE 

Mr. J. H. Gordon brought up the matter of 
private pnmping licences in New South Wales 
and said he considered the ASsociation should 
state the vie-ws of the BOard on this_ matter. 
After discussion it was arranged to w·:rite 'to 
the Chairman of the VVater Conservation and 
Irrigation Commission. Sydney, thereon, ask. 
ing whether the acreages included in the 
private pumping licenses would be portion of 
the allotment made by the meeting of the 
Agricultural Council recently. 

f-URTHER PLANTINGS-SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

1Letter dated 6th Ma.y, 1946, was received 
from the Secretary for Irrigation, Adelaide, 
advising. that a Plantings Advisory· C.ommit
tee, comprising:_ 

Mr. A. C. Gordon, Superintendent. Ird 
gation Branch, Department of Lands; 

Mr. A. G. Stri-ckland, Chief Horticultur
ist. Department of Agricultm~e; 

Mr. J. K., TaylOl', Deputy C'hief, Divisions 
of Soils, Council for Sciei:ttific a.nd In
dustrial Research; 

had been appointed by the -Minister of Irri
gation to advise generally On matters affect
ing plantings to be made under the plan fOl' 
the deYelopment of ne>v areas under irrig.a
tion for \Var.service land settlement and ad
vising that the Minister (Hon. C. S. Hincks) 
would appreciate if this Association could 
nominate a ·representative who could be co
opted· by the 'Plantings Advisory Committee 
as required. 

As the matter was urgent, the Chairman 
reported that he had agreed to act on the 
Committee. 

Resolved: 
"Tbat the Chairman~s action be endorsed.'' 

"I 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packmg and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST 'COMING HARVEST 

' ( 



I 

[ 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEW'S, JUNE, 1946 

FROST ... RAIN INSURANCE 

Possibility Of Subsidy Scheme Discussed 

One of the major problems facing the Dr:ed Fruits Industry is the question 
of protection against frost damage and hail. This matter was again discussed 
at the Federal Conference and it was decided to approach the Commonwealth 
Government with a view to arranging for an insurance scheme to cover losses 
incured by frost, rain and hail damage. 

The follovdng discUssion eusued at Federal 
-'Council: 

Mr. A. J. Chapman ,(Nuriootpa): In formally 
J:T,oving tlHj motLm as it appears on the agenda 
paper, I would say in SUJJ'port that it is gen
-eraUy recognised by th.inking people, by State 
and Federal Governments, that the laborer is 
worthy of his hire. In secondary industries, 
.adequate rn·otection is given to the worker to 
see· that he has a wage that 1Vill give him a 
standard of living, and if he is unemployed 
m;ovision is made for· his 1~8Iief. The :primary 
.Producer, however, may be bereft of his in
corri.e for the year through no fault of his 
ow'rL \:Ve feel that the.re is some justice in 
making a claim on the Federal Government, 
and pn the taxpayer generally, seeing that 
1-•rimary producers contribute as taxpayers to 
the variaus insurance schemes for the -oene
Jlt ·Of other sections of the community. Some 
g.iOwers say there are recognised frost. poc
kets, and that it would be cheaper to eliminate 
them altoge.thE?r· Most growers, however, will 
agree that yoll never know where frost is going 
i:o strike. Rain damage_ does not totally de
st:roy a crop; it usually leaves the grower 
enough to carry on for a year. Hail is vorY 
spasmodic and patchy, and it can definitely 
rob the grower of his income for the year. 
-The compensation :paid to growers under an 
ll1Surance scheme should be sufficient only to 
cJV€T the. actual out-of-pocket expenses in pro· 
ducing that crop_ That vwuld not enco~rage 
.growers to continue vroducing in uneconomic 
areas. If the grower- were getting frost four 
_years out of five he would not be able to 
e:a:rry on indefinitely under those conditions. 

::vir R F'. Trott seconded the motion. 

VAGARY OF FROSTS 

:\rr A. R. La,vrenee (VVyah-Moorenin): The• 
districts at our end of the river experience 
severe frosts-in so.me cases. very severe ones. 
Sometimes the affected areas are tlwse which 
have not been struck with frosts before. I 
kno\v that this subject is a contentious one 
'<'~ith growers, a number of W'hom claim that 
they are on areas which are free from frosts. 
Some. growers will go the l~pgth of claiming 
that in the selection of their properties they 
paid high prices \vhich are frost premiums to 
obviate their suffering frost damage. Against 
that claim js the case of many repatriated 
s=ldiers, who did not have an opportunity of 
selecting their properties. The repatriated 
men made selections, but in many cases they 
were not allotted what they ·selected and had 
to take what was left and what was given to 
them regardless of whether the property was 
iree from frost risk or not. Until some ar
:ran.;rment can be brought into effect that will 

permit a man in the affected area to deal 
effectively with frost, we must consider some 
form af insurance. Heating has proved it
self effective and has saved the crop in a num
ber of instances, but we claim that, with the 
ordinary amount of labor that is available, a 
grower, unless he has a very large family, 
t.:annot hope to Contend with frosts on a 
heated area. I understand from various , re
ports that it is impossible for a man who 
employs one permanent man on his block to 
co-pe adequately with more than ten acres of 
frost pots. ln our district the-re are areas 
larger than ten acres on which a bad visita
t:oll of frost occurs. VVe were pleased in· our 
area to see that this 1natter had been put 
on the agenda paper from the non-irrigated 
areas of South Australia. We were not quite 
certain whether tlle addition of wine-growers 
would strengthen or V>'eaken the case. Some 
of our growers were of the opinion that the 
wine-growlng areas were more subject to the 
frosts than the sultana areas. Against that 
was the fac:t that the inclusion of the wine. 
growers gave more scope for the s:pread cf the 
insurance. In America, frost damage is mini
mised by the use of 'vind mills or a propeller 
type of mac:hine which is driven by electricity. 
These devices mi.ght be suitable for gr(wrers 
\rho have electric power ·on their properties. 
\Ve think that any insurance that is to be 
provided sll.ou!d do no more than cover the 
gTmvers- actual out-of-pocket expenses. I know 
that some growers consider that, if a frost 
insura.nt.:e scheme \\·ere brought into being, 
gro-wers who were now taking steps to com-·· 
tat the frost would discontinue them and rely 
on insurance. If, however, a irower were 
only getting enough insurance. to carry him on 
for another tweh'e months, ',he would not 
run the risk of losing a possible two tons to 
the acre to get £10 or· £15 an acre. The recCiln
mendations \Ve have made on the subject in
clude_ the formulation of a scheme by the As
sociation or by the Commonwealth, based on 
a g:ra(luated s·cale, according to existing re
cords and the classification of vineyards ac
cording to their susceptibility to frost damage. 
It was suggested that £20 a ton on the aver
age deliveries for 1940-45 inclusive be taken 
as a figure to establish the initlal basis of 
oovel', this basis to b.e reviewed from time t.o 
time. The loss of cro12 would be determiued 
by the eomparison of the dried weights deliv
ered to packing houses with the actual basic 
figure for 1940-45. The Association's object 
is to sa'feguard the interests of growers. We 
all club together and pay a levy to cover the 
different activities of the Association. Frost 
insurance is the only activity in which the 
Association does not take a direct part, al
though it has subsidised the heater system, 
and it has developed a bird scarer to stop the 
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Lirds ,"from deistr:;ying ~h~ lcr-op ptf'ter 'the 
frosts have occurred. If nothing is done and 
frosts occur year after year, our growers may 
have to make application to the government 
for relief and the sOoner we can get a way 
from that idea the better. 

GRADUATED PREMIUM 
Mr H. H. Goodman (Woorenin): A gradu· 

ated premium would be essential as it would 
be impossible to induce grOwers into an iU
<>urance scheme en a fiat rate. The average 
loss could be assessed ovef a number of 
growers and the nremium based on the indi
c:ated proportion ot·l.oss. If it were possible 
to embrace both hail and frost- damage the in
surance proposal would be more acceptable to 
gl'owers. 

Mr J. H. Gordon (Red Cliffs): There is a 
limited area that can be covered with heaters, 
and outside that area the grower cannot hope. 
to ·give heater protection. In the past, the. 
terms of the insurance companies for frost 
cover have been prohibitive, and every grower 
had to come in. Provision could be. made for 
each grower who wants to be covered. It is 
110t sug.gested that the Association assume the 
£uncti·ons of ·an insuranc(;l company, but that 
sOmething should be done to carry growers 
over the period in \Vhich they had suffered 
loss. The proposal \Yould be on totally new 
lines. 

Mr P. Malloch (Irymple}: Crop insurance 
haS been discussed, not only by Federal coun
cil and the Board of Managemerit but by 
gr,.: wers' branches on many- occasions. Some. 
s6ven or eight years ago, a proposal was sub~ 
mitted by- the Board to every branch of the 
Asso~iation, but there was not one branch 
which sent in a return in favor of the scheme_ 
Not 20 per cent of growers in Mildura would 
agree to contribute to a v.oluntary scheme, and 
the 80 per cent would not agree under any . 
conditions to a compulsory scheme. The 20 
per cent will want some scheme, and 80 per 
cent, in ('lffect, will not have either a voluntary 
or a government scheme. Under the insur· 
ance companies conditions, the whole of the 
gr.::wers' insurance; not only frost insurance 
a.nd flre insurance, but also all .growers' in
dividual insurance on horses, motor cars and 
the like had to be dealt with. at the same 
time. Surveys have been made throughout 
the industry, and in the last year or two an 
economic division of the Department of Com
merce has been formed. I think that it would 
be the intentiOn ·Of the Board that this subject 
be re:ferred to that body, so that the Baird 
could have. for the next Federal Council meet
ing a _comprehensive report on the cost of the 
scheme and what part, if any, of the cost would 
be shared by the Commonwealth Government. 
That is why the Board fav.ors -the resolution 
as it stands and that is what the Board in
tends to do with it. 

The Council the:g. agreed-

"That the ADFA ask the Grape Growers As· 
sociations of the various States to join with 
them in approaching the Commonwealth Gov· 
ernment with a vi~w to· the government under
taking an insurance sch'eme subscribe to by 
growers p·repared t:o insure and subsidised by 
the government for the purpose of C'overing 
losses incurred by frost, rain and hail damage." 

OBITUARY 

MR. F. W. P. HAMMET 

The death occurred on May 21, at the age 
of GO years, o£ one of the most widely known 
and highly respected settlers in Sunraysia, 
Mr. Frederick Willia:;n Paley Hammet, of Red 
Cliffs. 

'I'he late Mr. Hammet was among the first 
:-eturned soldiers of the 1914-18 war to take 
up land at Red Cliffs and, like the other sett· 
lers, he did contract work until his land came 
into bearing. As the settlement grew, he 
took a very keen interest in progressive move· 
ments in the area, and was connected with a 
large_ number of public bodies and organisa· 
tions. 

For 19 y~ars he was chairman of directors 
of the Red Cliffs Co-OJ.?erative Packing Com· 
pany, and for many years was a member of 
the ADF A committee. He was. also for some 
time a director of Murray River VVholesalers_ 
He was also associated with many sporting 
bodies. He was responsible for the design 
and lay-out of many of the finest buildings 
throughout the distTict, including the present 
Co-operative Packing Company's building at 
Red Cliffs and the Red Cliffs clinic. 

Mr'. Hammet is survived bY a widow. There 
is no family. 
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Conference On Horticultural Plantings 
The followin..g statement indicates the acti011 

-proP'QSed to implement the plan 'of new plant
ings. It is set out in the form of Conference 
resolutions as follow:--

8.-The Conference reo:::mmends that explana
tory statements be widely published, indicat
ing the economic pr:o-spects for the various 
horticultural industries and the acres to be 
planted for War Service Land Settlement with 
a view to ensuring that plantings outside War 
service Land Settlement schemes do not pre
judice success of such schemes. 

9.~That this conference considers that 
every endeavor sh•'Juld be made to expand our 
exports of fresh fruit on all available markets 
and recommends that such finance as is nec
essary should be made available immediately 

·waters of her grbatest river system-the Mur
ray and its tributaries-be utilised to the best 
advantage. 

(c) It suggests that this can only be achimred· 
by the long term co-ordinatiog of land utilisa-
tion in irrigable areas served by the River· 
Munay and its tributaries. This involves col-
lation of all available information regardillg 
present and proposed uses of these lands ana· 
the carrying out of such supplementary in
vestigations as may prove necessary. 

(d) The Committee appreciates that when· 
making its in yestigations it must take fullest 

1.-The conference, in accOrdance with the 
decision of the Australian Agricultural Coun
cil, gave careful consideration to the report 
submitted by the Commonwealth Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics reviewing market pros
pects for the horticultural industries. It gave 
consideration arso to the allocation of- acreage 
for War Service Land Settlement amongst the 
States and submits for the con,sideration ·Of 
the Agricultural Committee the following table 
of additional new plantings to be undertaken 
for the present under War Service Land Settle
ment. These figures represBnt the views of 
individual States, having regard to their mini
mum requirements and to the genet•al require
ments of all States and the Conference. con
siders that it will be reasonably safe to plant 
these acreages. 

PROPOSED ACREAGE P!LAN.TI,NGS UNDER WAR SERVICE"' LAND SETTLEMENT 

Schedule: 

-----------------

2.-That, in the light of pre"sen+ circum
stances and knowledge the conference is of 
opinion that the registration of growers or the 
control of plantings is not desirable for the 
tim_e being beyond the sco:pe at present prac
tised. 

3.-The conference recommends, however, 
that a running survey be maintained d devel
opments in the various horticultural industries 
in the respective States, and that the States 
undertake to supply to the Irrigation Produc
tion Advisory Committee and the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics from time to time de
tails showing increased plantings, replacement 
plantings and such other information as may 
be necessary f-or satisfactory conclusions to be 
reached concerning the position or' the various 
horticultural industries at any given time, and 
that this be done on a uniform basis. 

4.-That, with a view tO assessing the posi
tion at any given time, the information in re
spect of irrigation areas be examined by the 
Irrigation Production Adviso·ry Committee, 
which will collaborate with the Bureau of Agri
cultural Economics on economic phases, and 
that the States be kept informed of the posi
tion from time to time. 

5.-That this conference of ho,rticultural of
ficers and officers concerned with irrigation 
and war service land settlement meet from 
time to time as circumstances render necess
ary to examine the general J20Sition and make 
recommendations to the Australian Agricul
tural _Council, 

6.-That the Sta-tes furnish as soon as poss
ible to the Commcnwealth Directorate of Agri
culture and th.e Commonwealth Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics comments in support 
of the figures placed before the conference by 
their respective representatives as their mini
mum acreage requirements for plantings under 
War Service Land Settlement as included in 
the attached table; and that the States also 
furnish statements indicating the· varieties and 
types proposed to b~ planted in such acreages. 

7.-The Conference recommends that, in view 
of Queensland's inability to be represented, the 
Department of Commerce and Agriculture con
Yene an early meeting comprising representa
tives of the Commonwealth and of the New 
South Wales and Queensland Departments of 
Agriculture, together with representatives of 
the Banana Growers' Federation of New South 
W-ales, the Queensland Committee of Direction 
of Fruit Marketing, and any other appropri
ate .growers' organisations, to consider mat
ters associated with plantings of tropical 
fruits, particularly pineapples and banana·s. 

Crops .. .. N.S.W. 

Citrus .. 2500 
Wine Grape 900 
Peaches (Canning) - ...... 1000 
Prunes ..... _ .. ...... 200 
Plums .. .. . . .. . ·- .... 100 
Ap-ples .. .... .. . . 500 
Pears ... .... 100 
Apricots .. 250 
Dried Vine Fruits 1500 

TOTAL .. ·- .. .. 7050 

·for co-operative use bY the Department of 
Commerce and Agriculture, Council for Scien
tific and Industrial Research. and the States 
in carrying out further experimental consign
me:nts. 

At the Agricultural Cou:pcil meeting the fi..g
ures for Queensland were increased to 500 
acre'S apples and 300 acres table grapes. 

Further that the Conference noted a request 
by th.e Commonwealth Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics that the States furnish to the Bur
eau and to the Irrigation Production Advisory 
Committee at the earliest possible date an in· 
dication of the areas the development of which 

,for War Service Land Settlement will be com
menced >vithin the next two or three years fol' 
horticnltural and viticultural crops. the extent 
of s.uch areas and the types of crops contem
plate(L-Noted. · 

DEVELOPME,NT OF AGRICULTURAL AND 

HORT!CUL TURAL PRODUCTION UNDER 

IRRIGATION 

Report by Chairnian that follm..-ing upon de
cision of Australian Agricultural Council 
(25/1!46) ·that Irrigation Producticm Advisory 
Committee be revived, a me.eting of such com
mittee was held at Melbourne on 27/3/46 when 
the following resolutions were carried: 

.('a) The I.P .A. C. considered its charter as, 
being broadly defined by the resolution of the 
25th meeting of the Australian _Agricultural 
Council by which the resuscitation of the Com
mittee was authorised. 

The relevant part of this -resolution states: 

"The main furictions of ihe I.P.A.C. _were 
to prepare for consideration of the A.A.C. or 
any c.ommittee of Ministers appointed by the 
Co_Encil, cop_clusi-ons formed from investigations 
to be carried out by Commonwealth and State! 
officers into the t.arious agricultural industries 
which it is possible to develop on irrigated 
lands." -

(b) The I.P.A.C. considers that it is funa
mental to the welfare of Australia that thel 

Barmera Co -operative Pacldng Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA, S. A. 

Dried. And Citrus Fruit Packers and Agents 
Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 

Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tracto~:s .. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA 'PHONE BARMERA 80 & 3~ 

Vic Q'ld. S.A. W.A. Tas. Ttl. 

1000 -3500 7{)00 
900 1800 906 4500 

2000 500 ~3500 
250 Dryiug;~ 1M· 
250 100 . 4!i0 

300 {00 2000 3200 
500 200 100 250 115& 
500 500 250 l!i06 

1500 2500 500 6004 

6900 300 9000 1900 2600 27750 

cognizance of present and contemplated agri
cultural production in all parts of Australia. 

(e) The Committee appreciates that it can
only function effectively with the co-operation 
and assistance of all State and Commonwealth. 
authorities and organisations possessing spec
ia-l kn~wledge of particular crops or problems 
with which it is concerned. 

(f) I.P.A.C. proposes to hold meetings at 
appropriate intervals and to prepare for the. 
Standing Committee on Agriculture and the 
Australian Agr_icultural Council reports and 
recommendations covering matters -,,·ithin its 
terms of reference." 

TEN YEARS INCREASES 
In concluding this general outline of the· 

posiUcn it is of interest to refer to some fig
ures regarding new production as set out in:_ 
the report of the Commonwealth Bureau of 
CenSus and Statistics. These figures were sup
plied to us by Mr. G. Evatt. They indicate the
natural expansion due to reclamation drain
age schemes, improved methods, planting. up 
of fences and ditches, etc., within existing 
fences in the main. The portion of the in
crease that could be put d·OWn to n~w areas 
outside the present boundaries would be very
small according to the report of the above
mentioned committee appointed to enquire in
to the position. 

The Bureau figures read:~ 
Returns issl}-ed by the Commom,'ealth Bur

eau of Census and Statistics, canberra. indi
cate the foH::~wing increases in the acrea.ge of 

·productive grapes for drying purposes 
namely:~ 

Year Vic. W.A. S.A. N.S.\V_ 
Acres Acres Acres Acres 

1935-36 29,653 2,467 18,720 3,840 
1944-45 3·5,189 5,018 20,565 5,377 

These figures show the following increases 
in the various States, namely:-

Victoria . . . . . . . . 
Western Australia 
South Australia 
New South Wales 

TOTAL !!\CREASE 

.. "·. 

Acres 
5,536 
2,551 
1,845 
1,53'7 

11.460 

The figures for the areas not yet in be-aring 
as at'date are: 

Victoria . . . . . . 
Western Australia 
South Australia 
New South Wales 

(a) Subject to revi-sion. 

Acres 
(a) 1.100 

97'3 
39! 
152' 

(a) 2,616 

It is to be assumed that these are subtract
able- from the above totals~ The conten.tion 
made by Mr. Evatt is that N.S'.W. has not been: 
overplanting. 
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