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Export Control Chairman at Federal Council 

Efficiency of A.D.F.A. Impresses 
Mr· R. H. Gilbert, recently appointed by the Commonwealth Go

vernment to the important position of Chairman of the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits' Control Board, gave an interesting address to the 1944 
meeting of the Federal Council of the Australian Dried Fruits' Associa
tion in Melbourne. Mr. Gilbert is soon to go overseas, when he intends 
to make a detailed study of dried fruits in the world's markets. 

:vir. Gilbert said that the present occasion 
was the first opportunity that had presented 
itself since he was appointed Chairman of the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits' Control Board of 
meeting members of the Federal Council. VVith
out the A.D.F.A. there would be no orderly 
marketing in Australia to-day. He believed 
that it, too, had a history extending up to 50 
years, and it was a s~atement of the facts that 
the metnb.ers of the induStry had achieved for 
Australia an organisation and a set-up in fruit 
that is not equalled by any other country tO~ 
day. His two predecessors On the Control 
Board had devoted more time to the industry 
than be would be able to give. He would, hoW
ever, give all the time within his power ·to the 
Industry, ,and hoped to be able to be of some 
benefit to it, otherwise he would have achieved 
nothing as chaiTman. 

Industry Control 
They had a great Board, and growers had 

elected to it experts in the industry. He would 
not go into all the figures, .as they would have 
them from their paper "The Dried Fruits 
Ne\vs,'' the most efficient and interesting paper 
of its kind that he had Tead. It was enough 
tf) mention that in 1925 the Australian dried 
fruits' industry had produced 37 000 tons of 
fruit, and last year 104,000 tons. 

1

The increase 
had been marketed, and marketed successfully. 

Marketing Problems 
After a survey of the post-war problems 

ar:d of \VOTld trade as affecting dried fruits, 
!Hr. Gilbert mentioned that during the past 
year he had had the pleasure of making the ac
quaintance of Mr. F. L. McDougall, chairman 
oi the Board's London agency, and a great 
worker for the Australian industry, who had 
Tecently made some admirable reports· on his 
visit to California. He wished that in Cali
fornia there was a body that could play the 
same part as the A.D.F.A. played in Australia. 

British Selling Agency 
They had learned with great regret of Mr. 

Gough's retirement .as general manager of the 
Overseas Farmers' Federation-the industry's 
greatest selling agency in England. Mr. Gough's 
successor, Mr. Youdale, had visited Australia, 
and had impressed him as beip.g a most capable 
man. He had told :\.fr. Youdale of his great 
interest in fruit, which had become a mental 
hobby, and was going to be a most absorbing 
nnd interesting one. He (Mr. Gilbert) was go
ing abroad next year, and would make a study 

l'"'""'"~:•n•;:n•~:n•~~~~~;~oonooonn 

' AT 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 
The Federal Council .chairman. (Mr. L. 

B-. O'Dormell) in extending, on behalf of 
delegates, a- hearty welcome to Mr. Gil
bert, said that the industry had been 
p~rticularly fortunate in the calibre and 
type of the men selected by the Common .. 
wealth Government to fill that position. 
Mr. Thomas ar.d. Mr. Bell had given th~ 
industry long and valuable assistance 
and advice, and Mr._ Gilbert was a very 
worthy successor to those splendid 
gentlemen. Mr. Gilbert's 50 years' of 
service with the company with which he 
is associated inspired confidence with 
regard t,o the decisions and advice based 
on his experience, and prompted the hope 
that he would occupy the position on the 

•control Board- for very -many years to 
th~ betterme'nt and advantage of growa 
ers and their important industry. 

' """"'""'''"'''''''"'''""""'''"'''"'''''''"'''""''''''""'""""'"""'"~ 
of the trade position L the U.S.A. and in Can
ada, and would obtain in the Unitec1 Kingdom 
information about our post-war problems. 

In conclusion, l\fr. Gilbert said that he was 
on the selling side; as his company sold dried 
fruit. Growers had been handicapped by the 
labor problem for fou·r years, but wou~G i..JIG 
to fight for qual~ty, and if that quality were 
maintained ,an would be well with the Aus
-tralian dried fruits industry. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS intereste-d in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for des
troying of insect Ufe in Dried Fruits are 
advised that Ap-plication No. 18731/34, 
dated 3rd August, 1943, has been approv- _ 
ed 'and Letters Patent· issued which in- -;~ 
elude the use of Ethyl Formate and other \ 
E·sters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages and ,
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, 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven
tion. 

WAIKERIE CO-OPERA
TIVE FRUIT CO. 

ANNUAL MEETING 

The 30th Annual General Meeting of 
Shareholders of the Waikerie Co-operative 
Fruit Co. Ltd. was held on Thursday, No
vember 30, at 8 p.m. in the Soldiers' Hall. 
There was a good attendance of Grower 
Members. 

The Chairman (Mr. C. B. Williams), stat
ed that Waikerie as well as all settlements o:n 
the River, had been favored with a particul
arly go-od crop in practically all fruits, and as 
far as this Company was concerned, the IJack 
was a record in the history of the Company's 
operations. 

There had been many difficulties during 
the season, as for instance shortage of man
power, whkh necessitated the use, frequently, 
of employees who were strange to the job, 
and consequently inexpert, which resulted in 
higher costs of packing. 

CITRUS DIFFICULTIES 

In addition to the Dried Fruit, the Citrus 
Packing Department had also been very dif
ficult to direct. ffirost damage which was very 
bad, made correct packing a COffiJIJlicated pro
cess, and helped to increase· costs. The late 
o-pening of the juicing factories also increas· 
ed the -difficulties. Nevertheless, the Board 
considered that the Packing Departments did 
remarkably well, considering all circumstan· 
ces, and consider that great credit was due to 
all concerned. The Merchandise Department 
also showed a record in the quantity and value 
of goods sold. 

DRIED FRUIT PACK 

The Dried Fruit :Pack amounted to 2,874 
tons, and the ·Citrus Pack to 154,632 bushels. 
The total quantities being so good, .had the 
effect of offsetting the difficult wo-rking con·li
tions and increases·· in mateorial costs, thus 
making normal rebates or reductions in c-osts 
to the grower quite _Po.ssible, and these were 
forthwith announced . 

The Chairman also~~ stated that the two 
War Savings Certificates Groups had been 
contributed to remarkably well, the totals since 
inception being: E.niployees Group·, £302/9/; 
Growers' Group, £7,561/1/2. 

The two retiring Directors, Messrs J. C. 
Rowe and J. L. Smith, Were re-elected unop
posed for the next term of two years. 

The Chairman iiltated that the Board of 
Directors were well p-leased with the d~l:gence 
shown through the year by the administrative 
staff, a:nd complimented all upon the closing 
of a most successful year. 
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Extraordinary Vacancies on A.D.F.A. Board 
Question as to Procedure • 1n Appointments 

At the recent Federal Council meeting of the A.D.F.A., the question arose as to the procedure that 
should be followed in the event of a vacancy occurring on the oard of Management between Federal Council 
meetings-at which retiring members are elected for two years. It was suggested that the Council should 
be called in to fill any vacancy that might occur between the Annual Meetings of the Federal Council. 

A further aspect dealt with was that of the question of who was elegible to stand for election, and the 
procedure as to nomination. ' 

A verbatim report of the discussion is given below-the mailer being of particular interest to growers, 
who are essentially involved in the constitution of the Board to act for them. 

Mr . .Q. J. Hyndman (Merbein) :-I may 
mention at this juncture that it was likely at 
one stage that ·one of the members of the Board 
would not be standing for reNelection. I am 
pleased to state that that member had ·accepted 
re-election to the Board. (Applause). That 
possibility; however, has drav.TTI attention to the 
situation likely to arise if a vacancy occur'red 
on the Board in the interval between Council 
meetings. Council should perhaps take some 
Bteps to have its wishes expr-essed in view of 
Buch a vacancy occurring. Council could help 
the situation by making a nomination previous
ly, from the Council, if possible, for the purpose 
of appointment by the Board during the remain
ing portion oClhe year when such a vacancy 
may occur. For that reason I will move that 
in the· event of .a vacancy ·occwrring during the 
coming· year on the Board of Management,· Mr. 
A. Rawlings be appointed to the position. 

Mr. L. C. Cameron (Birdwoodton) formally 
seconded Mr. Hyndman's illotion. 

Mr. A. PoppletOn (Red Cliffs) :-Is not there 
some ·rule in the--A.D.F.A. regulations dealing 
with a vacancy occurring on the Board during 
the interval of C-ouncil meetings? 

A.D.F.A. REGULATIONS 
The Secretary (Mr. W. N. Sumner) said that 

the matter was covered in the .A.D.F . .A. rules 
and regulations on page 8, under the heading 
of administration, clause 17 j--".Any extraordin
ary vacancy in the Board may be filled by the 
remaining members, the appointment to continue 
until the next succeeding meeting of the Coun
cil." 

:\fr, .T. H. Gordon (Red Cliffs) :-If it is the 
will of Council that w.e should try to give the 
BoaTd an idea (If whom it should co-opt, all 
branches should. have at least 12 months' notice 
of motion. We should have a good deal more 
time to think this over, as it is a vital matter. 

BALANCED REPRESENTATION 
Mr. J. B. Murdoch (\.Vaikerie) :-\Ve have 

always had the idea of balanced representation. 
South Austmlia and New South Wales haye' re
presentation on the Board. Much as we South 
Australians appreciate :.\fr. Rawlings, lf it is com
petent for Victoria to nominate a prospective 
representative, it is equaily competent for the 
other States to make a nomination. I think the 
situation can be met within the constitution as 
it stands. 

:\Jr. E. N. Seary (Renmark) :-It would be 
n retrograde step foT the Council to make such 
a nomination. The matter is one that can be 
safely left to the Board of Management, t;l.S we 
know that it would be wise and just in its 
choice. I feel" with my friends in South Aus
tralia that the matter should be left .as it is 
within the bounds of the constitution, and I 
~uggest. that the motion be· withdrawn. 

Mr. R. Curren (Berri) :-I support 1\.:fr. 
Seary. I know that Mr. Hyndman's motion is 
put forward in the best interests of the assoc· 
iation, and I have the highest opinion of Mr. 
Rawlings. The constitution, however, already 
provides for the .filling of any vacancy. If one 
ot the South Australian representatives. was un.. 
fortunate enough to fall out, a nomination of 
this kind would leave South .Australia with only 
one representative. on the Board, thereby com
pletely upsErtting the balance of representation. 

1\fr. Poppleton:-Mr. Hyndman's motion 
looks too far ahead. Vacanci.es are not filled so 
quickly that branches have no time to write to 
the Board suggesting their views. 

The .Chairman (1\fr. L. B. O'Donnell) :
There is nothing to prevent the remaining mem
beTs of the.' Board ciTcularising the branches, 
and thereby obtaining an expression of opinlon. 
'I'hat proceduTe should safeguard the position 
reasonably well. Members of the Board enjoy 
the undivided confidence of Council. Surely, 
with only one vacancy to :fill, we can leiive it 
to the remaining slx: to :fill the vacancy! 

Mr . .T. W. A .. McGregor (Nyah West) :-Is it 
possible under the constitution to alter the 'rule 
today without having notice on the agenda? It 
seems to me that the motion is out of order. 

The Chairman :-It is not strictly in order. 
I allowed it to be discussed, as there had been 
some talk before the conference. I would give 
a Tuling that we could not vote on it to-day, 
and that it could be treated only as a notice 
·or motion. 

EXPRESSION OF OPINION WANTED 
Mr. A. Rawlings (:\ierbein) :-This motion 

places me in a most invidious position. I did 
not have any idea that it was to be submitted. 
I know that the :M:erbein branch would like 
some expre.ssion of opinion. Everyone who 
came here to-day' had the right and duty to elect 
the Board, and the Board wants all the help 
the Council can give it. If this eme>rgency 
position should arise, the Board members have 
a perfect right to fill any vacancy as they think 
fit. This is only an expression of opinion of 
CDnference, which can nominate 10 or 20 men 
for such a vacancy. Having that knowledge, 
the Board can pick the man we want. 

QUALIFICATION OF MEMBERS 
Mr. Gordon :-On the question of qualifi

cation for nomination, there is nothing in the 
constitution that says yea or nay. We had the 
intention of giving notice of motion so that the 
constitution could be amended or modified in tttis 

connection. There is a feeling amongst grow
ers that the Board of Management is IJ?.iHle np 
b~r rule of not less than four g-rowers, ana tile 
balance of commercial men. On•r the y0ars, it 
has be·en in the minds of a lot of us th<lt thP 
constitution would not bar a Melbourne busi
ness man being elected to tbe Board. lYe mi!!;ht 
have a vacancy caused by the retiremellt of onP 
of the commercial men. The basis of the i<UC

cess of the Board has been that the grO\Yers 
and commercial men have worked for thE> ~oocl 
of the industry, which is one of the best org-·H1-
ised in Australia. 'iVe ·need a balnn("e ,_~f ('(llll

rnercial men. Whether the coillllll!n·ial m:1n i:; 
io be a member of the association or not i . ..; 
not clear. If Mr. Malloch h:<r\ not continnNl on 
the Board the vacancy might h;iYe hPt~n cJ::dm
ed to be open for a ccimmerr:nr man, :md tllto> 
rruestion that then would a,r·ise won!cl be ·who 
could be nominated and how ~f' woulrl he nom
ina.ted. It was possible that th1: nominu tlo11 
might have come from a comnw.:'dHl rnan llnt fl 
member of tb.is Association, an<l the: c-ousti1u'li•-lll 
would not have guided us in th.~ Jll:.ll.\""1". I fl?t·l 
as a grower, and as a .meml1er of tht• Hoar1l, 
that 've should take steps to preserve a balance' 
of commercial men an<l grow'='"rJ-;. 

~f·r. Rawlings :-I think that :.\Ir H:mdmun 
should withdraw the nomination. It was Inirl 
clown originally that the Board s.honlfl ron:,<iM 
of fouT growers, and in tbose days tht•re ''"rr·p 
only five Board members. Since then tbe Boarr'! 
has increased to seven members, and there are 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting. 
.Jl 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in. defence and in order to maintain maXImum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies io essential services. · 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may be z;ssured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available. and ir> the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Office: 422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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still only four groweTs. The alteration waH 
made when shed representatives said they 
would walk out if they were not on the Board. 
For all that 1\fr. Gordon bas said, I think that 
the man elected should be the best man far the 
j0b, and that he should be elected irrespective 
of State. 

On the first Board, South Australia bad the 
rnajority, but no one objected; they were the 
best men a1ailable ,and they put· the industry 
where it is to-day. When Red Cliffs came in 
with 18,000 tons, .it was thought that RE'd CliffR 
should haYe a member on the Board. "'hen the 
Board felt that New South 'Vales sllonld he 
represented on the Board we agreed. It is only 
a few years ago that South Australia thonght 
they should have another member on the Board. 
l\I.erbein bas never bfi.d a member, although with 
Coomealla we represent 16,000 tons, and we 
baye never preEsed for a .member, but if there 
is to be any change we are entitled to the sa'me 
consideration as other sections. :\1erbein dele
gates have never said that they come along as 
a district, and \Ye _have always voted-for the 
best man. A system should not be piebald. 
The Board should have the best men irrespec

. ti"ve of where they come from, or whether they 
are growers or commercial men, but if thE-re 
is going to be dif'trict representation, Merbein 
is entitled to consideration. 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATION 

Mr. Hvndman :~In view of Mr. Rawling's 
wish, I withdraw his nomination. At the same 
time, I would welcome an expression of opin
ion from different members of the Council in 
the event of some such vacancy occurring. It has 
been the practice of the Board of :\Ianagement 
as far as possible to observe district represen
tation. A considerable number of growers in 
l\Ierhein have said to -me personally that they 
wondered why, with the tonnage that was pro. 
duced from Merbein compared with the two 
other parts of the Mildura district, some :\ier
hein grower was not on the BoaTd of Manage
ment. 

::\Ir. Poppleton :-Merbein delegates say that 
they have no representation, but they are repre
sented on the Board eith~r through :Mr. Malloch 
or Mr. Winterbottom. Every grower in the 
1\ferbein area can go to one of the two packing 
gJ·oups. In Red Cliffs we have only the one 
member. 

:Mr. Rawlings :i-Vi.Te have got away from 
the group system. Mr. 111tlloch is not represent~ 
irJg any grower in .:\ferbein. 

11r. R. J. Hradford (Red Cliffs) :-This in
dustry is too big for any parochialism. What 
we want on the Board is a man to look after 
the welfare of the industry, and an the industry 
interests. W.'ith all due •respect to growers, they 
are capable o.f managing growers' affairs, but 
when it comes to the financial position they are 
led by men who understand finance. In the 
post-wa·r years we are likely to come to many 
difficult situations, and we must have men on 
the Board- to meet these situations. The question 
is this, whether we bring back a commercial 
man if a commercial man puts in his resigna
tion, or whether we put in a grower if a grow
er has resigned? 

PRESENT BASIS SATISFACTORY 

Mr. Curren:-The discussion about the 
qualifications of the Board of Management is 
quite foreign to us. We have carried on under 
the present constitution for 23 yea·rs. \Ye have 
met and gone through very difficult situations. 
Prices collapsed, but we came out successfully. 
So far as co;umercial assistance is r.equired, 
the Board can co~opt agents' representatives, 
who are very able men, for discussions on such 
subjects. VVe elect representatives in an indirect 
way on a tonnage basis. We have seven mem
bers on the Board. South Australia, with 30,000 
tons, has two representatives; Victoria, with 
70,000 tons, has four. That seems a reasonable 
balance. If we take away from South .Australia 
for some reason or other one of its members, 
we should be causing complications from the 
South Australian point of view. 

Mr. R. F. Trott (McLaren Vale) :-Are we 
not making mountains out of molehills. Can
not we ·trust the Board for a few months until 
the next meeting? If we want to alter the· con
stitution of the Board with rega·rd to State 
representation, we should put our proposals be
fore conference after due notice of motion. 

The discussion then closed. 

1,600 steel frame wagons .were assembled 
in British workshops when equipment was 
needed for the Trans-Persian railway to carry 
SUjpllies to Russia. Each o the wagons con
sisted of 1,800 parts, and they were assembled 
at the rate of one every 37 minutes. 

Frequency of Irrigation With 
Relation To Citrus 

(By cA. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc.) 
The question of the number of irrigations necessary in our districts, and the 

periods of the year at which they could most advantageously be given, is seldom 
raised now. It has. however, been raised twice at Merbein recently. by the 
Advisory Board for lrrigatcon at their last autumn meeting, and more recently 
by the Citrus Association. In each case, the difficulties centre on the fitting 
of the needs of citrus trees to an irrigation periodicity which has on the whole 
been mainly devcsed for vines. 

The citrus growers at Merbein point out 
that there are tWo periods, particularly in 
present conditions of drought, when irrigation 
arrangements suitable for vines have not, or 
may not, prove suitable for citrus. The first 
difficulty arises when fixing the date of the 
autumn irrigations. The last watering before 
the grapes are harvested is usually complete 
by about the end of the first week in February. 
At this time i.t is known that citrus may have 
rather a long spell without irrigation in front 
of them; and efforts are made to have the 
citrus watered as near the end of this irriga
tion as possible. 

The next consideration of the Advisory 
Board for Irrigation is to fix the commence
ment of the first of the two autumn irriga
tions. Records show that this generally com
mences during the third week in March. What
ever the deciSion is, there are always a lot of 
people who think wrong; and from their par~ 
ticular ,angle they may be right. They may 
be: (a) Citrus growers who have already 
waited. six to seven weeks (sometimes more) 
in whaf is usually the hottest part Of the 
year. These people have a good ca'Se for 
water a little earlier. (b) Vine-grOwers who 
like to grow cover crops early and well. This 
group is usually well satisfied with the pres
ent arrangements, which permit the bu'!k of 
the cover crop to be sown early; and then to 
receive a second irrigation. (c) Vine-growers 
whO like to finish, or nearly finish, harvest 
before irrigation. commences;. This group in· 
variably complains at a commencement dur~ 
ing the third week in March. It is recog
nised that they have a case, but it is not so 
easy to find a reasonable alternative without 
affecting the welfare of the district-· cover 
crops. Vine g.rowers late on the rosta are also 
adversely affected. 

TIME SUITABLE FOR ALL 

On the face of it, it appears fundamentally 
tmpossible to bring these different viewpoints 
to agreement, so as to fix a date for irrigation 
suitable for all. With only one irrigation 
available in March, the Advisory Boards tor Ir
rigation appear to have arrived as close as 
possible to a reasonable compromise. With 
summer rains to help the citrus, the difficulty 
b.as not been very pronounced in the majority 
of seasons. The suggestion of the Merbein 
cit:t'us growers is that the March watering be 
started earlier, so as to give citrus the usual 
summer period (about six weeks) between ir
rigations. This request appears so eminently 
reasonable, and in accor ance with the needs 
of the plants, that every consideration must 
be given to means of bringing it about. 

WINTER CITRUS IRRIGATION 

The Merbein citrus men also discussed the 
present dry winter, and agreed that unless 
rain occurreif citrus trees would be ·in serious 
need of water by the first week in July; and 
that the matter 'Should be referred to the ap
propriate authorities for consideration. We 
recorded the moisture content of citrus land 
during the winter periods; but Our figures re
_fer only to winters during which soil moisture 
was augmented by rains and so do not apply 
to present conditions. The patent' facts are 
that the winter needs of citrus, as an ever
green plant, are- quite different to those of the 
deciduou'3 vines; and that citrus plus grow
ing cover crops be depleting sOU moisture 
more rapidly than the other plantings. 

The case has arisen befor'e, and has been 
met by special irrigation. It is recognised 
that additional service must be discussed in 
relation to· additional costs, but the Ir-rigation 
Advisory Board'S hav!"l quite wisely limited 
their functions to determining the water re
quirements of the -settlements, and the ques-, 
tion of financial commitments, if any, is a mat
ter for discussion between the irrigation 
authorities and other groups of settlers. 

AUTUMN IRRIGATION FOR VINE 

The;e is always a group of vine-growers, 
not neces'Sarily the same people each year, 
which seek a delay in the commencement of 
the first autumn irrigation. Many, if ques
tioned during the heat and worry of harvest, 
go so far as to say that one autumn irriga
tion in April would suffice. It is well to re
member, however, that the system of one 
autumn irrigation for~ vines prevailed for many 
years. Results were not satisfactory, and set
tle1"3 fought very hard for the additional ser
vice which they now have. Individual settlers, 
well placed as far as position on the· roster 
and soil types are concerned, may get through 
with one autumn irti'gation, but it does not 

• suffice for the majority. 

CON'TROLLING BODY 

The Merbein Advisory Board for Irrigation 
b.as been, over the past 20 years, the principal 
board concerned with approaches to the .irriga~ 
tion- authorities with a view to securing im· 
provements in irrigation service. In looking 
over the record'3, it is noted that the system 
of one autumn irrigation from time t-o time, 
and in particular seasons, has been deservedly 
criticised for the following faults:-

(1) Many cover crops fail. This applies 
particulary to vineyards first on the roster, 
where the autuinn vine-gr-owth period is 
sufficiently long to deplete 'Soil-moisture. The 
dependence is then on rain, which is unre
liable. 

(2) Premature leaf-fall is inevitable on many 
vineyards, which with an April commence
ment must go from about the end of January 
until late April without water (10 to 11 
weeks). 

(3) Late cover crops interfere with frost 
control. Cover crops should be sufficiently 
Eorward to put down, and leave without cul
tivation, during the frost danger period in 
spring. 

To enable citrus trees to carry over the 
winter period, which they do in most years, it 
is de'3irable that they be watered as late as 
possible during the autumn. With one April 
watering, this is not possible. 

In conclusion, it may be noted that with 
the mixed plantings in our irrigation -settle
ments, improved services have invariably been 
brought about by increasing the opportunities 
of watering. 

OBITUARY 

---:o:---

Mr. R P. Allen 
The death occurred on January 29th, after 

a short illness, of Mr. R. P. Allen, Chief Com
monwealth Veterinary Officer and Chief Fruit 
Inspector. After a short period in private prac
tice i·n North-Eastern Victoria, he joined the 
Meat Inspection Service in Queensland, and 
had held the position of Chief Veterinary Offi~ 
cer ·with headquarters in Melbourne for the 
past 24 years. Early in the twenties, the 
Commonwealth Government instituted an in~ 
spection service in res;pect of canned fruits 
for export. and Mr. Allen was appointed addi
tionally Chief Fruit Inspector. The inspection 
of dried -fruits was taken over in 1925, and he 
quickly realized the problems of the industry, 
and .gained the ,confidence of all those con
nected with it by reason of his unbiassed judg~ 
ment and sense of im:Partiatty. His passing 
will be greatly regretted by all with whom he 
came in contact, and their ·sympathy will go 

out to his widow. 
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The Activities of The 
Deferred Maintenance - Waters of the Murray - Cost 
of Frost Fuel - Classification. of Lexias - Weather 
Forecasts - Currants W.A. - A.D.F.A. Executive in. 
West Australia- Treatment of Hessian. 

At recent meetings of the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. a consider
able number of matters of immediate interest to growers were dealt with. The 
question of an altered system of classifying Lexias and Waltbams was examined 
from many angles and tentative proposals which had been circularised were 
amended. 

Suggestions in regard to classification of Lexias and Waltbams at packing 
house door, and also in respect to the packing and grading thereof were con
·sidered, and the following recommendations made:-

DOOR RECEIVALS 

It is suggested that provision be included 
to require that fruit class:fied as 6-crown and/or 
5-crown should be required to carry a certain 
percentage of large fruit. Suggested descrip. 
tions ·in this regard being as follows:-

(.a) 6-crown shall consist in the main of 
bright amber colored berries of uniform 
color, and of ·full texture and _rich flavor, 
of which not leSs than 25 % shall be of 
such size as will not pass through a 20/ 
32nd inch riddle, and such large size ber
ries shall not contain any dark berries nor 
more than 10 per cent. by number of clear, 
brown b.erries. 

(b) 5-crown shall consist in the main of 
berries of uniformly brown color, of firm 
texture and full, sweet flavor, of which 
not less than 25 centum shall be of such 
size as w'ill not pass through a 210/32nd 
riddle, and such large s-ze berries shall 
not contain mor.e than 10 centum by num~ 
ber of dark sound berries. 

(c) Lexias which do not conform with 
either of the foregoing standards shall be 
classed as 3-crown, and must consist of 
fruit of ·good flavO-r and texture, but may 
be of a dark brown color. 

PACKING 

In view of the bulk o-f the L.extas being 
required for conversion into Seeded Raisins, 

- it is suggested that the ,proportion of the pack 
so required should be pack.ed without sizing 
under a special grade to be known as "for 
seeding only." Under the present arrange
ments when fruit is sized graded, ther-e is the 
danger of collsiderable variation in the quality 
of Seeded Raisins as turned out by the various 
Factories unless such Factories carry out a 
system of blending. This is very d.f!icult to 
arrange, and it seems unnecessary to incur 
the cost of sizing and blending. 

Packers shall be given the opportunity 
after riddLng and packing the quantity of 5-
crowil. or 6-crown Lexias (in accordanc.e- with 
standards laid down in the Regulations) re
quired for shipment .as such to. Exl]ort Markets 

. or for- sale in the Commonwealth be permitted 
to pack the balance of their ·L-exias w:ithout 
sizing-such boxes to be b-randed "For Seeding 
Only," provided that the Lexias co-ncerned 
shall be of good flavor and texture, and be 
suitable for packing in accord with one or 
other of the grade specifications as laid do·wn 
in the Regulatio-ns. 

After industry comments on ·the· above 
circular were noted and examined by the 
Board, the following amended statement was 
agreed upon, as the basis suggested fo·r the 
1945 season. This basis being subject to the 
afproval of the Commerce Department:-

DOOR RECEIVALS 

In regard to gradi-ng at the packing house 
door:-

6-crown as defined in Clause (a) incir
cular dated 4/1/1945. 

5-Crown as defined in Clause (b) in cir
cular dated 4/1/1945. 
With the ar.1endment of a 19/32nd i-nch riddle, 
in substitution of the 20/32nd inch riddle. 

4-crown, included as a new grad·e to be 
known as 4-crown and shall be defi'ned as fruit 
which shall cons:st i-n the main of berries of 
uniformally brown colour of firm texture, and 
full of sweet flavour, of which nq_t lesS than 
10 per cent. shall be of such a size as will not 

pass through the 19/32nd inch rid~le, and such 
large sized berries shall not contain more 
than ten per centum by number of dark sound 
berries. 

Clause (c) : Lexias which do not con
form with -either of the fo-regoing standards 
shall be classed as 3~crown, providing the fruit 
is of good flavour a·nd texture, but of a dark 
brown colour. 

These amendments to grade procedure at 
the packing house door to be subject to con~ 
firmation by the Authorities. 

PACKING 

All fruit received as 6~crown 5~crow·n and 
4-crown must be size.graded so as to deter
mine the quantity of fruit to carry the 6-
crown .and/or 5~crown grade premium. Fruit 
grading as 6~crown and/or 5-crowu to be mark
ed accordingly. Small fruit out of fruit receiv
ed as 6.crown 5-crown and/o-r 4-crown to be 
packea as 4-crown if required to fulfil orders 
in that grade, otherwise to be graded as "for 
seeding'' and to be marked With the cipher 
''6S, 5S or 48" acCording to the ·r·eceived grade 
from which it was riddled. 

Fruit received as 3-crown, with the excep
tion of any quantity required to fulfil orders 
accepted as 3-crown should be packed unsized 
and marked ''for seeding," with the cipher 
mark "3U." Smalls out of any fruit received 

-as 3-crown and siz,e graded after providing 
requirements of 3-cr·own shall be packed as 
"for seedi:ng'' .and marked with the cipher 
"3S," except any quantity required to fulfil 
orders for 2~crown. 

DEFERRE'D MAINTENANCE FOR INCOME 
TAX ADJUSTMENTS 

This matter, on which the Board prepar
ed a case on behalf of the Industry for sub
misSion to the Federal Government, had all 
the elements of meanil}g something r.eal to 
growers.. However, the amendments made 
law in the .recent alteration of the Act appear 
to mean little or nothing to the Producer who 
will have to continue to bear the imposition of 
a tax on money that he should be using as part 
of his ordinary maintenance-were. he able 
to obtain the labor and materials. 

The Board has had several opinion:;; on 
this matter, and has examined.., the question 
clos·ely. It app.ears that there is no possibil
ity of having any further amendments to the 
Act, and it is w-ith reluctance that the Indus
try has to be info-rmed that there appears to 
be no ,l)-ossibility oi relief. 

The "following two analysis-the first by 
Mr. F- McGlasson, manager of the Redcliffs 
Co-operative Coy., by request; and the second 
by Mr. Peter Malloch, of the Board, are in 
general agreement. ·They are set out in full 
as an indication to- growers as to just how the 
position stands. This paper, the official jour~ 
nal of the A.D.F.A., would appreciate any com
ments indicating the -po-ssibility of a further 
inter,p:retation of the Act,- the full text of 
which was set out in an earlier issue. 

In commenting on the stateinent.pr.epared 
by the Association accountants, Mr. McGlas
son ·considers that an important point has 
been ,missed, and agrees that any possible 
gain is ruled out by the inclusion of the allow
ance in the fourth ySar. He adds that, unless 
there is a reduction in the rate of tax at the 
end of the period the grower who claims for 
deferred maintenance must show some loss. 
Even if there is a reduction of say 25 per cent_ 
he would then only show a slight advantage 

Association 
that would be hardly worth the involved case 
that would hav.e to be stated. 

Using the same figures as Mr. Malloch, viz., 
£350 for maintenance and £250 liv!ng allow
ance, but with a nett income of £800, he 
makes the following analysis:-

lncome-£800 per year 
T-otal Income 
Less Total Tax 
Less Total Living-
Less T·otal Maintenance 

Plus Interest 

If no reduction of·' tax 

Total Income 
Less Total Tax 
Less Tbtal Living 

B. 

Less Total -.Maintenance 

fo~ 4 years. 

882 
1000 

350 

849 
1000 

350 

(B. has credit of £28) 

(A. has credit of £4). 

A. 
3200 

2232 

968 
51 

i019 
2,9 

990 

3200 

2•199 

1001 
46 

1047 

61 

986 

I nco me of £600 per year for 4 years. A. 
Total I-ncome 2400 
Less Total Tax 354 
Less 'Tntal Living 1000 
Less Total Maintenance 350 1704 

-- --
Nett Income 696 
Flue Interest 42 

Total Income 738 
If no reduction in Tax Nil 

738 
B. ex Mr. Malloch. 

Total I-ncome 
Less Total . .Tax 
Less T·otal Living 

2400 

Less Total Maintenance 

325 
1000 
350 1675 

Nett Income 
Plus I-nterest 

725 
24 

Total Income 7 49 
(B. has cre'dit surplus of £ 11). 

If no reduction in Tax 25 

(A has credit surplus of £14). 

MR. MALLOCH'S ANALYSIS 

724 

Mr. Malloch is also of the opinion that the 
statement set out by the accountants misses 
the main point, which is that, even if taxation 
is reduced in the immediate post~war period, 
the inclusion of the allowance for deferred 
maintenance rebate automatically cancels the 
temp·orary gain-that is by comparison with the 
grower who does not claim the allowance. In 
his analysis Mr. Malloch assumes that the 
average grower might claim £100 a year for 
deferred maintenance, but is of the opinion 
that this is more than what would be the 
actual amount that could be arrived at, having 
regard to the fact that certa:n maintenance 
can be carried out. His statement is as 
follows:-

"MY lOVE MUST WAIT" 
The story of Matthews Flinders' life, his 
lovest his ups and downs, and above all 

his remarkable spirit. 

By Ernestine Hill 
Author of "W.ater Into Gold," 4'The Great 

A~strallan Lonellne_ss," etc. 

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest Bookseller 
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A. does not claim maintenari.ce. He has a 
·wife and two children. Allow living costs at 
£250 per annum. 
Nett Taxable Income, 1944/45 . . . . . . 
Tax Payable . . . . . . . . . . 
Balance ..... . 
Cost of Living . . . . . . . . . . 

£600 
ns· 
482 
250 

Balance-Cash on Hand . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 
Can be invested at 3 per cent. 

Nett Taxable Income 1945/416 
Tax Payable . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Balance .... 
'Cost of Living 

600 
118 

482 
250 

Balance-Cash on Ha:nd . . . . . . . . . . . . .- 232 
Can be invested at 3 p·er cent. 

Nett Taxable Income, 1946/47 . . 600 
Tax Pa¥able . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 118 
Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . 482 
Cost of Living . . . . . . . . . . 250 
Balance-Cash on Hand . . . . . . 232 

Can be invested at 3 per cent. 

-Nett Income, 1947/48 ......... . 
Less Special Outlay on Arrears '.of 

lVIa'ntenance 
Taxable Income 
Tax~Nil. 

Balance .. 
Cost of Living ........ -.. 

Account 

600 

350 
250 

250 
250 

Square, 

Nett Result of 4 Years' Operations:--
Nett Taxable Income £600 x 4~ 2400 
Tax Paid . . . . . . . . 118 x 3- 354-
Special Outlay on Main· 

~nuce .. .. 350 
Living Expenses 250 x 4-lOOO 1704 

Surplus . . . . 696 

Allow Credit, Interest on £232 at 3 (per cent. 
3 years-£21. 

Allow Credit, Interest on £232 at 3 per cent. 
2 years-£14. 

Allo-w Credit, Interest on £232 at 3 per cent. 
1 year-£7. 

Total-£42. 
Accrued Credit-£ 738. 

B Claims Maintenance. Has a wife and 
two children. Allow living -costs £250 per 
annum. 
Normal ·Taxable Income, 1944/45 . . £600 
Claims Maintenance allowance for 3 

years of, say, £100 per annum 300 
Deposited with T·r.easury). 

Nett Taxable Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300 
'Tax Payable . . . . . . . ._ . . . . . . 13 

Balance ..... . 
Cost of Living . . . . 

287 
250 

'Balance-Cash on Hand . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
Can be invested at 3 per cent. 

·Taxable Income. 1945/46 ..... . 
Tax Payable . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Balance ..... . 
·Cost of Living .. 

600 
118 

482 
250 

:Balance-Cash on Ha·nd . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 
Can be invested at 3 per cent. 

Taxable Income, 1946/47 
Tax Payable . . . . . . . . 

Balance . . . . . . 
Cost. of Living .. 

600 
118 

482 
250 

Balance-Cash on Hand . . . . . . . . . . . . 232 
Can be invested at 3 per cent. 

Nett Income. 1947/48 ..... ·)· . . .. .. 600 
Add Return Treasury D~p·osit . . . . . . 300 

Balanc.e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _, . . . 900 
Deduct Special Outlay on Arrears 

of Maintenance . . . . . . . . . . . . 350 

Taxable Income .. , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 550 
Tax Payable-allowing 25 per -cent. 

reduction on present rate . . ·. . 76 

Balance . . . . . . . . . . 474 
Cost of Living . . . . 250 

Balance-Cash on Hand . . :·. . . . . 224 
Can be invested at 3 per cent. 

Nett Result of 4 Years' Operations:-
Normal Nett Income 600 X 4 = 2400 
Tax Pa,id £13 + £118 + £118 + £76 ~ 325 
Special outlay on Mai-ntenance 350 
Cost of Living .......... 1000 1675 

Surplus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Allow Credit, interest on £37 

at 3 per cent. 3 years 
Allow Credit, Interest on £232 

at 3 per cent. 2 years 
Allow Credit, Interest on £2•32 

at 3 per cent. 1 year 

3 

1'4 

7 

£725 
725 

24 

®Accrued Credit .............. £749 

FINAL COMPARISON 
A. B 

Income 
Tax Paid £354 
Actual o- .tlay on 

Maintenance 350 
Living Expenses 1000 

Surplus 
Add Interest on 

Investment 

Cr. at end of 4 years 

2400 

1704 

f96 

42 

£738 

325 

350 
1000 

2400 

1675 

725 

24 

£749 

From this, it is clear that the allowance of 
deductions for deferred maintenance in 1945 
returns offers little benefit to growers. The 
amount claimed and allowed must be deposit
ed with the TreasurY. and, on refund, included 
in income, so that, whilst 'B has an advantage 
in lower· tax for 1944/45 income, the advantage 
is lost in 1947/8--when refund of deposit is 
made. 

NOTE.-B. shows £11 credit balance (due 
only to estimated 25 per c~nt. reduction in 
fourth year's tax rate), -otherwise B. would 
show loss of £ 1'4. 

WEST AUSTRALIAN CURRANTS 

This question has been the subject of an 
exhaustive enquiry by the _Board, in keeping 
with the Association policy of equity to all 
growers. The West Australian growers have 
prepared a case, but as the matter is an in~ 
valved one, a v-ery wide field of enquiry was 
examined. The main consideration was the 

basis of A.D .F .A. selling, whereby every grow~ 
er takes his proper sha•re of each market ac
cording to grade requirement and availability 
of grades. The final decisLon .of the Board was 
af_ stated in the official minutes which read as 
follOw:-

Consi·deration was given to the Weste<rn 
Australian claim for a higher premium than 
that allowed by the A.D.F.A. in the United 
Kingdom grade adjustment. A comparison was 
made with the procedure adopted in 1940/1941 
of assessing ·western Australian currant values 
in the United Kingdom, and- the A.D.F.A. me
thod of having inc•reased grade differentials to 
meet the situation. 

After full discussion, it was agreed t1\at 
an alternative method of grade- adjustment for 
·western Australian currants might be considi
ered-taking ·as a basis:-

1. That the ordinary grade va·ria tipns revert 
to £2 per ton ·betw~en grades, being the stand
ard practice. 

2. That W-estern Australia be paid a premium 
·of £2 stg. (£2/10/ A us.) -per ton grade for grade 

01er Eastern State currants on United Kingdom 
quota, th)s being the basis on which United 
Kingdom adjustments were made in 1940 and 
1941. 

3. That the United Kingdom premium be 
paid only on the United Kingdom' quota, as de· 
termined by total shipments of currants frOm 
A nstralia in relation to total pack in Australia. 

It was decided that the result of the fore
going deliberations bf' conveye·d to the Common
·w.ealth Dried Fruits' Control Board for refer
ence to Western Australian currant interests. 

CARBONATE OF POTASH SUPPLIES 
At the request of the Board, Mr. E. C. 

Orton, Council for Scientific and Industrial Re· 
search, Commonwealth Research Station, 1\fer
bein, and Mr. E. J. Mulvany, Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits' Control Board attended the 
meeting and discussed with th~ Board the queS
tion of supplies of Carbonate of Potash for the 
coming season. 'It was learnt that the Anieri~ 
can authorities bad refused to make shipments 
available until a C')mplete survey -of the position 
was- made, and it was expected that this survey 
would not be completed until the 1st. March 
next, by which time it would be too late to 
receive impoTts from America for the harvest
ing of the 1945 crop. The Board discussed with 
1\ir. Orton the question of substitutes for car
bonate of potash, and. it was arranged that as 
early as possible a statement of the po-sition 
would be p-repared and published -in the local 
papers circulating in the Dried Fruit Production 
Districts. 

Failing American supplies for next season, 
it would appfl{lr that ample supplies will be 
available from other sources. 

RIVER MURRAY WATERS 
This matter was fully discussed at the last 

meeting of the Federal Council, and the matter 
was referred to the Board for- action. A full 
report of the Federal Council discussion will be 
made as space permits. Meanwhile the Board" 
has made ·contact with appropriate authorities. 
A letter hns been received :from Senator Col
lings, President of the River Murray Commis
sion, acknowledging a letter from the Associa
tion convflying the resolution to the effect that 
the powers of the Commission be extended to 
enable it to deal with problems -of re-afforesta
tion, protection of water-sheds, and siltation of 
storages. He has undertaken to have the 
matter discussed by the Commission. Senator 
Collings adds that the question raised in the 
resolution has already been re:feTred for dis
cussion between the State Governments con~ 
cerned. 

AURORA, PACKING. COMPANY PTY. LTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE 

0 

AGENCIES: 
Union Assurance Society Ltd. A.M.P. Society 
Cresco Manures 

Tiny Tim Power Washer 
London &. Lancashire Insura-nce co. Ltd. 
Sen-tinel Power Duster 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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HUME DAM 

A letter was received from the Secretary, 
Water Conservation and ITrigation Commission, 
Sydney, acknowledging copy of the resolution 
carried at the Federal Council meeting, and ad
vising that the Prime Minister had communi
cated with the Premier of New South Wales in 
reference to the enlaTgement of the Hume stor
age and other works on the River Murray, but 
pointing ·out that any question of amendment 
of the powers of the River Murray Commission 
i~ a matter foT the Commonwealth and the 
State Governments concerned. With regard to 
the Darling River, it was stated that the Com
mission has arranged that as soon as conditions 
permit, specific schemes for the development of 
this riveT will be investigated. 

MURRAY BRI'DGE CONFERENCE 

Mr. Murdoch reported that at the Chair~ 
man's request, he bad attended the conference 
on the subject of Murray Valley Development,. 
held at ::Hurray B•ridge, S.A., on the 8th. Decem. 
ber, 1944. Mr. Murdoch mentioned that this 
Conference was attended by representatives 
from most districts in South Australia, and 
that all parties seemed to be very alive to the 
necessity of every possible ·step being taken to 
protect the Murray River water supply. 

COST OF FROST FUEL 

This matter was dealt with ·at the Federal 
Council, and Teferred to the Boa•rd of Manage· 
ment. A report of this discussion will be pub. 
lished later. 

Following representations by the Board, a 
letter was received from the Depa-rtment of 
Trade and Customs, Commonwealth Prices' 
Branch, Canberra, in which it ·WaS stated that 
no increase in price had taken place from the 
12th. ApTil, 1943, but that in the last six months 
price reductions totalling £2/0/6 per ton, i.e. a 
fraction over 2d. per gallon, have been effected, 
t-he last decrease of 28/- .per ton being from the 
1st. January, 1945. In view of the reductions 
stated ·above, the ·Department did not propose 
at pTesent to disturb the existing price struc
ture as it affects the Dried Fruits' Industry. It 
was decided to Jeave the matter in abeyance 
until a representative of the Association is visit
ing Canberra. 

Growers are •reminded. to make theiT ap· 
plications (in Victoria) for rail freight rebates. 

WEATHER F'ORECASTS 

During the January Board meeting, l\fr. 
Jackson, of Lockington (Victo•ria) waited on 
the Board lUnd placed certain featu·res of a 
proposed recommendation to the Victorian Min
ister of Agriculture in regard to the utilization 
of the .services of a competent man who claim· 
ed to have advanced ideas on the forecasting 
of weather conditions. Re asked for the sup
port of the Board in the '9Stab1ishing of this 
claim for official recognition. The Board re
quested Mr. J. H. Gordon to make full enquir-

. ies, .and report to the next meeting. 
During the discussion, the point was raise-d 

that in the MilduTa area, which is subject to 
tbe overflow of weather .conditions in three 
States, there might be a· definite advantage in 
having a competent man available during the 
harvest and the frost seasons. Further consid
eration will be given to this potential servic>P 

DEPRECIATION OF ORCHARDS 

Following the r.equest by the Federal Coun
cil the 'Board took action in this matter, and a 
letter was sent to the Federal Commissio-ner 
Of Taxes, as·- follows:-

"At the annual Conference of the As_socia
tion held in Melbourne on 1st November, dele· 
gates from areas producing dried .tree fruits 
again raised the question of ilori-allowance of 
depreciation of orchard property. The reason 
for doing so was that a disease (gumosis) has 
caus.ed heavy losses of apricot trees in some 
areas, -particularly in South Australia. The 
result is that growers may have trees .produc
ing fruit and valued at say, £2 per tree one 
ye.ar, and the next year thry may b.e valueless. 

In the debate which followed, it was point
ed out that trees we"'e a capital investment, 
and that depreciation of capital investments 
was not the Concern of Income Tax authorities. 
The poi·nt was taken, however, that, in the case 
of "wasting'' assets, an allowance for deprecia
tion was made. 'This refers .tn plant and rna· 
chinery and to gold-mining. 

There is some justice in the claim, and 
we ·res.pectfully submit, for your consideration 
-"That inquiry be made to ascertain the aver
age life of orchard trees-particularly apricots
and peaches-and, where it is found. that such 
life is 20 years or less, provision be made to 
allow the grower from the time the tree rec:t.ch· 
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es maturity, an appropriate annual depi"ecia· 
tion allowance.'' 

In this waY, the ,producer could be com
pensated for losses which accrue through the 
incidence of disease and inherent wastage of 
assets." 

RE.PLY TO TAXATION COMMISSIONER 

The following letter was received from the 
Deputy CommiSsione-r:-

! have for acknowledgment your letter of 
20th Novembei-, 1944, suggesting the allowance, 
for income tax- purposes, of a deduction in re
spect of d.epreciation on orchard trees. 

The question was raised by you previously, 
in a letter dated 14th December, 1942, address
ed to the Federal Commissi'Oner of Taxes. This 
letter was submitted to the Co:tnmonwealth 
Treasurer for consideration, and I have perus
ed a co,py of the Tr.easurer's letter to you dated 
17th March, 1943, in reply to the representations 
of your Association on that occasion. 

As PO·inted ·out in the T-reasurer's letter, 
the amendment of the existing law is a ques
tion for Parliament alone, and the Coinmission
er···has no power to allow depreciation other 
tha·n as expressly provided in the Income_ Tax 
Assessment Act. The definition of "plant" 
therein cannot be construed as extending to 
trees. 

The cost · O·f trees ,p'lanted in the course 
of developing an orchard is clearly an outgoing 
of .a' capital nature, and is thus excluded froon 
the deductions otherwise allowable under the 

.Act. Similarly, the loss incurred when an 
orchard becomes valueless, on account of dis
ease or other causes, is a loss of ·capital, and 
cannot be allowed as a deduction. -

It is the practice of the Department, how
ever, to allow a deduction of the cost of re
placing trees which have died or are diseased, 
as representing ordinary expenditure on main
te-nanc.e. Exp·enditure on the trees in lfuch 
cases does not increase the value of the or
chard, but merely maintains the orchard at its 
existing capital value. 

This represents the full extent of deduc
tions provided in the existing law on account 
of expenditure incurred by orchardists in con
nection with the death or destruction of their 
fruit-bearing trees." 

NURSERY STOCKS 
MANPOWER AND FERTILISERS 

Following a discussion at the Federal 
Council, during which South Australian 
delegates pointed out the extreme difficulty 
of obtaining nursery stocks for r-eplace. 
ment purposes, the Board of Management 
stated a ,case to the Federal Authority. 
The rfollowing reply has been received 
from the responsible Minister)· the Hon. 
W. J. Scully:-

"! am now able to advise you further in 
regard to the re1ease of manpower· and fertili
sers for the nursery industry, after further 
consideration of the representations nlade by 
you in yo-ur letter of 15th December, 19414. 

Under the present Manpower Relea-se Sch
eme, provision has been made for the release 
of men to nuresries in order to ensure that 
adequate stocks are maintained. It is neces
sary for nurserymen to nominate personnel, 
a·n1 to submit this application to the Di:>tri.ct 
\Var Agricultural Committee· in the area. This 
provision for releases provides the same fac
il5.ties for the nursery industry as for dairying, 
meat, vegetables and other important indus
tries whose products are urgently required. 

With. regard to fertiliser supplies for nur
series, you will _realise that -aU fertilizers are 
in short supply, necessitating the o.p·eration of 
a priority crop ratio:iiing scheme to ensure that 
essential crops receive adequate supplies. The 

crops included in the ,priority group have been 
determined by the Australian Agricultural' 
Council, but nursery stocks have not been in
cluded. 

In regard to supplies of superphosphate, 
all crops excluded from the priority group 
share in an ''Other Crop" GL:)ta, ihCJ distribu· 
tion of which is ·controlled bY the Departments 
Of Agriculture in the various ·States. Although 
Sulphate-of-Ammonia is not available for non
priority crops, the nitrogen requirements of 
such crops can be met by a,pplica_.tion of nit· 
rate-of-soda. Potash is available and reason
able requests for this .material have been ap
proved. 

- I am advised by the Department Of Agri
culture in New South Wales, Victoria and 
South Australia that special provision has al
ready been made for fertilisers for nursery 
stocks in these States." 

INSURANCE RATES 
Letter W'a$ received from Messrs Do-op.er

ated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., Melbourne. 
advising that they had received notification 
from their Insurance Company that the sur
charge rate on insurance declared under F.P.A. 
or W.A. conditions is reduced from 2/6 1p·er 
cent. to 1/6 per cent, less 15 per cent. dis
cbunt on an ·shipments within Australia, ex· 
cept Queensla-nd Ports, which is subject to 10 
per cent .discount. 

VINE FRUITS-8EASON 1945. 
Consideration was given to the estimated 

pack of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias, and a 
discussion took place regarding tentative alloca~ 
tions of the crop to the various markets. It 
was estimated that the crop would be down 
sonie 18,000 to 2'0,000 tons on the record of 
104,000 last year. 

ANGASTON BRANCH A.O.F.A. 
The Chairman submitted letter from the 

Secretary of the Angaston Branch A.D.F.A., 
asking the Association for a special grant, to· 
enable them to carry on, as they have had 
considerable expense in connection with Frost 
Relief, Water and Gumosis of the Apricot. It 
was dec~ded to make the Angaston Branch .a 
grant of £20. 

ADELAIDE REPRESENTATIVE 
The Chairman reported that arrangements 

had been made with Mr. J. 0. Haynes, to act 
as the Association Representative in Adelaide, 
on the terms discussed at the last Board meet
ing. 

ORGANISED MARKETING 
Following the resolution Carried at the 

October Board meeting, the ,secretary submit
ted copies of letters ·addressed to the Chairmen 
of the Dried Fruits Boards of Victoria, South 
Australia and New South Wales, also to the 
Controller -General of ·Food. 

HESSIAN 
Letter was rece.ived from 1\IIr. E. C. Orton, 

Senior Research Officer, Commonwealth Re· 
search Station, Merbein, re prolonging the 
life of Hessian used in fruit drying, and advis
ing that .research work on the preservation of 
hessian used on growers' blocks would be 
undertaken. 

MARKING A CARGO-DRIED FRUITS 
Representations having been made by the 

Shipping Control Board regarding th.e marking 
of boxes of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias for 
shipment Inter-State, with a view to conserv
ing the available wharf space at ports of des
tination, the Board have agreed to instruct 
Agents to adopt a marking system whereby: 

Currants will be branded with a Diamond;. 
Sultanas will be br:anded with a Circle; 
Lexias will be branded with a Square; 

with the' number of crowns corresponding with 
the grade of fruit ship~ed· to be shown inside 
the diamo·nd, circle or square, and this change 
is to come into operation with shipments com
mencing on the 1st January, 1945. 

. Barmera Co ~operative Pacldng Co. Ltd.. 
BARME.RA, S.A. 

Dried And Citrus Fruit Packers and Agents 
Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

Local Agents -Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 
Coy. Ltd., McCormick·Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 87, BARMERA, 'PHONE' BARMERA SO&. Sll~ 
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Need for Publicity Emphas@ised 

Joint Publicity Chairman's Statement 
order another 100,000 of them, and re;pil'ints 
like that cost money to-day. If we in Victoria 
had not kept up our payment and. there had 
not been on that account some money avail
able at the time we should not have been able 
to meet that co-mmitment. The new issue is 
going very quickly, and the books are doing 
a great deal of good in- educating the housewife 
in the use of dried fruits witho-ut butter. 

During an interesting addres~ to the Federal Council of the A.D.F.A., the 
Chairman of the Industry Publicity Committee, Mr. Parker J. ·Maloney, outlined 
the changing opinions regarding publicity in wartime, as supply and demand 
was. effected by varied conditions. He advised a programme of funding for a 
reserve with a view of having adequate funds available for this important work. 

,JMPORTANT RESULTS 
->iY 

I woUld say that we have had important 
results, but at the same time it has all involv
ed us in the expenditure of more money. It 
had beeu s·eriously suggested at one· stage that 
we should get rid o;f our publicity officers, who 
were doing excellent pros,p;ective work, visit
ing schools and educating the girls who will 
he the future housewives of Australia in the 
value of dried fruits. When this develo-pment 
happened, if we had got rid of or men and of 
our equipment we would not have been able 
to step- into the breach with an orgauisation 
which we have kept intact. I think you will 
all agree that in the· four years since. the war 
you wanted ,publicity, then it was thought that 
you could do without it, and now we :tfnd it 
very much needed. ' 

Mr. Maloney, who is the Chairman of the Victorian State Board, was Minis
ter for Markets in the Scullin Government. 

Mr. Moloney said:-
It is about 14 years ago that I came here 

in another capacity, With the then Minister 
for Agriculture in Victoria. \Vhen Mr Howie 
suggested that I might· come along and say 
.something to you ·o.f what we are doing in con
nection with publicity, I was glad to. have any 
sort of excuse to meet you again. On the 
publicity ·committee, we have had uniform 
control since 1937. Bef.nre that year, some of 
the boards contributed to the central commit
tee and some ·contributed various amounts to 
their own publicity work. As far back as 
1932, the Victorian board not only contribut
·ed to the (publicity committee,. but also spent 
money on its own, its expenditure under the 
two headings ranging from £7500 to· £10,000 
at times. You can compare that with an ex
penditure this year from all sources of about 
£3840, which, on accoUnt of certain develop
ments lately, has left us short. When the pre
sent publicity committee took over, the 
A.D.F.~., which had been s,:r;hending as high as 
£2000 on publicity and had three vans on the 

.road in addition, handed oVer one of -its vans 
to us, and it also guaranteed a contribution of 
£700 a y.ear. Later, certain things happened 
to show the difficulty of carrying on without a 
uniform pub_licity allotmeut. 

WARTIME CONDITIONS 

In the first year of the war, -the industry 
did not think that we should get shipping for 
our exports, and consequently that we should 
llave more fruit on hand than we could sell. 
The feeling then was that we should launch 
-out on increased publicity, and we SJl€'llt £8750 
on publicity in that year. Then there was a 
change. In the follOwing year, and for two 
or three years afterwards,. with the allotments 
made overseas, only 19,000 tons was left for 
1occil ·consumption. We then found that there 
was a widespread feeling iu the industry that 
we should cut down publicity. Some went so 
far as to Say that we should omit publicity 
altogether as being unnecessary, seeing that 
:the supply was equal to the demand. 

PUBLICITY RESERVE 

There was a difference of ap[nion on this 
pOint on the various boards, and in the indus· 
try at that time. The Victorian Board took 
up the attitude that it would !!lot cut down the 
amount it was iireviously contributing, £4500 a 
year, but would put some of it to a publicity 
reserve. There was much differen-ce of opin. 
ion about that decision, and difference of op
inion is a healthy thing. However, as chair· 
man of the publicity committee, and with the 
su,p.port of the Victorian and New South Wales 
Boards, I considered the· position in the same 
light as many of the industries that have not 
a product on the market to-day, but are still 
advertising it. They are keeping their pro
Guct before the public· by stressing the- excel· 
lent vitamin or other value of their commodity. 
At that time, our allotment from the various 
soul'ces was cut down. Before the war we 
were getting £1300 a year from South Aus. 
tralia, which cut its amount to £700. The 
A.D.F,A. had reduced its contribution from 
£700 to £150. The Victo·rian Board kept its' 
publicity vote round about the £4000. 

NEW SOUTH WALES POSITION 

New .south Wales had always been in a 
different position. It is a big State with a big 
consum,ption, and small production. NeW 
South W,ales had shown its loyalty ,to the 

whole industry as it could have increased its ' 
plantings, but instead complied with the gen
eral agreement not to iucrease plantings. In 
the circumstances, we never expected New 
South Wales with its small income to con. 
tribute to the publicity committee in the same 

·way as ourselves, with our big productiori. or 
South Australia with its second biggest pro
duction. With this depletion of revenue in 
o_peration, the outlook again changed last year. 
At the beginning of this year, we found that 
vte would have to sell 341,500 tons in Australia, 
or 29,000 tons apart from the -services. We 
were an agreed then that publicity would have 
to ·be intensified. You -know what was done. 
w.e decided on publicising dried fruits in the 
best possible way we ,could. The principal 
newspapers of all the States could not have 
be-en more he]Jliful; they gave us excellent 
space, although the referendum ·campaign was 
on at the· time. (The N.S.W. papers did not 
come in until the referendum was over, but 
when they did they did it v-ery well). The pub
licity also went over the ·air in all the States 
excep-t Tasmania. To show how effective it 
was, we had left over about 60,000 of the new 
cookery books. 

DOMESTIC ECONOMY HELP 

These were the war-time cookery books, 
giving those· .recipes without butter, b8cause, 
as you know, the houseWkife, when she found 
there was .extra fruit to be had, asked what 
was the good of fruit without the butter. We 
had gone to the Emily McPherson College of 
Domestic- Econ-omy for help, and the industry 
should be aptl)reciative of the work the principal 
and staff of that colleg-e put into the prepara
tion of the recipes included in the new c-o-ok
ery b.ooks. We had so many requests for 
these cookery books from ,IJeople who had heard 
our advertis·ements over the air or had read 
them in the newSpapers, that the whole 60,000 
went in about a fortnight. New South Wales 
wanted au extra 10,000, South Australia, which 
had had over 2•5,000 wanted ahother 10,000, 
and Queensland wanted more. We had to 

A.D.F.A. POLICY 

Before I received this invitation I was go~ 
ing to ask Mr. Howie if it would be possible fbr 
the A.D.F.A. to get back to a publicity con· 
tribution of £700 a year or s·omethi·ng like 
that. We- put £1000 into reserve the year 
before last, and £1500 this year, as our work 
did not need th-e whole. South Australia gave 
us £700, and has put £350 into reserves in 
South Australia. Mr. Gilbert has· po-inted out 
that We are going to have more fruit to sell in 
Australia. We need a .publicity reserve. and 
above all we want to have uniformity. If we 
thought we were going to get, say, £500 or 
£600 f:ro-m the A.D.F.A., £800 to £900 from 
South Australia (South Australia used to give 
us £1'300), in addition to the Victorian Board's 
£4000, we would know where we were going, 
and if we did not want it all in one year then 
the balance -would go to reserves. [f we- could 
get something from the A.D.W.A. before you 
finish your "Onference it would save us from 
calling on our reserves, which are after all, 
the reserves created .bY one State. 

• 

Pre-fabricated schools and shops, as well 
as pre..fabricated -houses, have been designed 
by British technicians to :meet post-war needs. 

Health visitors pay between 4i!! and 5 mil
lion visits per year. They are all fully-trained 
nurses, and visit expectant mothers and young 
children in their own homes. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. LTD. 

MILDUR:A 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insura;,ce Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 

J 
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J\ustraliau ~rich ~mi±s ~cfus 
Offici•! 'Organ of the 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
AS>OCIATION 

All reports, co.rrespond·ence, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, Mildura, Victoria. 

For Advertising Rates, apply W. ). Sumnex·, 
Victoria House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 

:'""""''"""""'"""'""""'"".""'"'''"'''''""'""'""""'""""'"'''' 
~ All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 

~ forward items of interest to the Industry 
§j as a whole for publication in the "News.'' 
i:llllllllllltiiUIIIIUIIJIJIIIIIIIIII1111011UU111111111lllllllllllllllllllliiiiiiiJIIIIIIII 

Here's freedom to him that would read, 
Here's freedom to him who would write; 

0 

Far there's none ever feared thot the truth 
should be heard, 

But those whom the truth would indite. 
-Burns. 

MILDURA, MARCH, 1945 

THE PRESENT AND THE 
fUTURE 

AS this Editorial is written (necessarily 
some time in advance of publication dat~) 

the dried vine fnlits harvest is well under way 
and indications are, despite some earlier diffi
culties, labor for the h-arvest will be aval::able 
in sufficient quantities in the. dried fruits pro-
ducing districts. As in previous years. much · 
thoU!ght and organising abi'llty has gone into 
the solving of the problems incidental to the 
securing of th.~ essential labor and those res
ponsible have won the appreciation of the 
harassed growers. 

It is, unfortunately, all too evident that the 
1945 dried fruits crop will not measure up in 
quality to the production of 1944, prcliminary 
estimates varying from 25 per cent. to 3 0 per 
cent. down on last season's figures. It has tOI 
be rememhered, however, that 1944 was a 
record year f.or production. 

In common with other Australian primary 
producers, the dried fruits grower has again 
had to face very ·consideratble difficulties in the 
production of his ·crop. Added to the vagaries 
of the weather-which has been sorile,what un
kind-the shortage of supplies in general and 
their higher cost; the difficulty in ohtaining 
adeqUlatt'! supplies· of fertilisers and potash, and 
the shortage of labor for ordinary block work, 
have all made the task of the dned fruits 
grower incr~asingly difficult. 

The .difficulties of the industry, however, 
might well have; heen far ,greater were it not 
for the general recognition of the fact that 
;the industry was furnishing an essenti<ll of 
'high priority; a product of high nutritive value 
for which there is a keen demand for supply 
to the men of our Fighting Forces, for our 
gallant kinsmen in Britain, and for our own 
civilian requirements. 

The average grow.er, we dare to suggest, 
fails to fully molise just how important on the 
food fron,t is the service he is contributing 
under exceedingly difficult conditions. 

So ·far as the immediate future is concerned, 
problems of marketing and the securing of an 
adequate return for our product do not loom 
large .and, despite increasing difficulties, the 
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DRIED FRUlTS PUBLICITY 
C-OMMITTEE 

Report s~bmitted by Chairman (Mr. Parker ]. Moloney) on the activities 
of the Publicity Committee during the period July 25, 1944, and February 1, 
1945. 

ITINERARIES 

As reported at the last meeting, arrange
ments had been finalised for 1\fr. S. A. Rumble 
(Publicity Of!i'cer) to ·carry out a comprehell
slve itinerary covering the principal towns on 
alterna.tive routes to and from Sydney. Mr. 
Rumble left .Melbourne on the 5th. June, 1944, 
and ,after spending five weeks in Sydney, re
turned to Melbourne on the 16th. September, 
1944, via the Hume Highway. 

During the following month, his services 
were utilised in the Metropolitan area, where 
he made attractive displays in selected grocers' 
:shops, and .. gave a number of screenings of the 
film of the industry at various scJ;lools. 

E'rom the 16th. October, 1944, to the 4th. 
Kovember, 1944, l\fr. Rumble was .engaged in 
fulfilling a country itinerary throughout the 
Gippsland district. 

During the period 11th. September, 1944, 
to 18th. November, 1944, .Mr. F. W. Weston 
(publicity Officer) conducted an extensive itin
erary embracing the most important towns in 
the \\'estern district- of Victoria, and proceeded 
to Adelaide via 1\ft; Gambier. On the Teturn 
journey, he visited Bordertown, Kaniva, Nhill, 
Dimboola, Warracknabeal, St. Arnaud, Charlton 
m1d Bendigo. The tour was productive of satis
facto·ry results, and it will be noted that (with 
the exception of lexias in Victoria), he received 
no complaints from storekeepers regarding any 
shortage of vine fruits. 

The increasing number of telephonic and 
written requests that are received daily at the 
office of the Committee for dried fruits displays 
to be made by the Committee's publicity -0fficers, 
provide .ample e\"idence that the ·Committee's 
wmk, both in the :.\Ietropolitan areas and in. the 
country districts, is steadily being recognised by 
retailers as ·a valuable adjunct to their sales. 
It is reasonable to assume that this iil.terest is 
a direct result of the high standard of the dis
plays, and furthermore, these enquiries obviate, 
to some extent, the necessity for canvassing for 
v;.'i.ndows. 

In accordance with the usual custom at 
this time of the ye.a•r, when the -schools are 
closed: for holidays, and when it has been found 

/ 

grower can carry on with a fair measure of 
assurance. 

The cautious grower, however, will rt>cog
nis~ that in these .Jays .of shortages of materials 
and manpower there is a probability that on 
many hold,iings necessary developmental and 
maintenance works have had to be postponed 
until happier days. Re·cognition of these fac
tors wil'l suggest to the prudent the husband
ing of financial resources in· order that this 
work may be undertaken immediately condi
tions are favorable. 

Without incurring the risk of being deemed' 
to 'be descending to gloomy pessimism it may 
even he suggested ·that the prudent grower will 
give thought ro. the possibility that these days 
of comparatively good pri'?es and quick returns 
may not ·of necessity be always with the indUs
try. Thr.tt the postwar period may bring 
changes that will adversely affect some pr.imary 
industries is a possibility that only the unthink
ing grower will be sa-tisfied to d.ismiss with a 
shrug of the shoulders. 

The ·Cautious grower, therdore, will probab'Iy 
endeavor,. in .his own· interests and those of the 
industry, to carefully budget for the future 
and, if possible, build up a reserve fund that 
will he availa}:>Ie to meet any eventualities that 
may arise in the postwar period. 

Maybe (and the contingency is one most 
devoutly to be desired) the need for such a 
reserve will never aris~. If it -dOes not, the 
grower is all to the good for his care, and if it 
does, wise foresight and planning may be 
utilised to 11 Cushion" any adverse changes that 
may take place in the industry. 

that the majority of grocel'S continue to show 
their Christmas displays, both officers wer.e· 
granted their annual leave. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 

The Committee has obtained a delivery from 
the printers of 1,600 tramway showcards, which 
have been despatched to the New South Wales 
Board, Sydney, for display in Sydney trams. 
'!'he total cost ·of this material was £128 (plus. 
tax). 

PRESS STATEMENT AND ADVERTISING 

CAMPAIGN 

WARTIME COOKERY BOOK 

At the last meeting of the Committee, it 
will be remembered that it was arranged that 
Mr. Moloney ·should confer with Mr. R. H. 
Gilbert (Chairman, Commonwealth Export Con
trol BoaTd) and Mr. H. R. Jones (General' 
:uanager, Co-operated Dried Fruits' Sales Pty. 
Ltd.), with a view to framing ·an appropriate 
advertisement and press statement, calling at· 
tention to the increased releases of currants· 
and sultanas, and also to butterMsaving recipes, 
as contained in the v;.rar-time Cookery Book. 
The Committee made a personal approach to the· 
representatives of. the -leading da,ily newspapers 
ci-rculating in Victoria, New South Wales, 
South Australia and Queensland, and, as a 
result, was successful in overcoming ·any prelim
inary difficulties in the matter of obtaining por
tion Df the limited space at present available 
owing to war-time restrictions. It was,pointed' 
out that the Comm,ittee wa.s a Gov-ernment or
ganisatibn connected' with one of Australia's· 
most important primary industries, and that the· 
public naturally \Vas deeply interested in the 
release of a commodity whfch had been subject
ed to strict rationing during the war period. 

As a result of these representations, the 
pTess throughout the Commonwealth respond.ed 
splendidly by publishing adverisements and· 
prominent paragraphs, and, gene~ally., coMoper
ated in every way. 

Screen advertisements at the "Regent~> and 
"Rex'' Theatres, Adelaide, a-re also being used 
to convey the same message as has recently,· 
been appeaJ.·ing in the Press, viz., that dried· 
currants and sultanas ar.e in the shops again. 

In addition, excellent publicity was given 
o\eT the air during the news session in the lead~ 
ing capital cities to the press statements made by 
Mr. Moloney in r,egard to this matter. Judging
by the numerous applications in all States for 
copies of the War-time Cooke•ry Book, the pub
licity thus secured has had a most beneficial· 
effect, the demand for the book being so great 
that the Committee found it necessary to pur
chase an. additional 100,000 copies. 

It is gratifying to report that the total cost 
to the Committee (by virtue Of its being a Go·· 
vernment body) for the .actual press advertising~· 
was £37/17 ;o. Amongst the other items of ex
penditure, the principal amount was £490/12/6 
for the printing of the above-mentioned 100,00()' 
copies of the Cookery Book. 

It is consideTed that this concentrated ad
vertising campaign played an important part 
in helping in the disposal of the record pack or· 
27,000 tons of dried fruits on the Common
wealth civilian market. 

The usual practice of inserting apprropriate 
advertisements in the principal grocery and" 
bakery trade journals throughout' the Common
wealth is being continued. 

NEW ANIMATED CARTOON 

The Committee has aTranged for a new
film to be made by tlie Cinematograph Branch
of the Department Of Information to replace 
the Industrial CartoOn entitled "New Babes in 
the W-o·od," which, it is considered, has outlived· 
its appeal to school childreJ:t. T:Q.e new cartoon 
is both topical and instructive in character, and 
should be popular amongst students at the 
t·arious schools. 

It is hoped that -copies of the new :film, 
together with new copies of the film of the· 
Dried Fruits' Industry, will be available for use-
by the Publicity Officers when they commence
their 1945 itineraTies. 
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Victorian Dried Fruits' Board 
A meeting_ of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board was held in Melbourne on 

January 30, 1945. The Chairman (Mr. Parker ]. Moloney) presided, and 
there were present also: Messrs. H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings 'and D. A. Cockcroft. 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from Mr. F. M. Read, who stated 
that, owing to his absence in the Western District on official business, he would 
be unable to be present at the meeting; from Mr. Barry Wood, who found it 
impossible to leave his property during the busy season, and from Mr. Mansell, 
who was unable to travel on account of. illness. 

Members suggested that a letter be sent to Mr. Mansell, expressing. regret 
at his indisposition, and conveying the hope that he would soon be completely 
restored to good health. 
Before ·opening the business of the meet

ing, the Chairman referred to the great sorrow 
which bad recently befallen 1\fr. and Mrs Evatt 
in the death of their .only son, who was killed 
in action in Burma. 

}fembeTs expressed their appreciation of 
Mr. Moloney's action in sending, on their be
half, a telegram of sympathy to Mr. Evatt. 

DEATH OF MR. R. P. ALLEN 
1\fr. Moloney stated that, as soon as be 

heard the news of the death of :\1r. Allen, he 
had fo1·warded ·a letter of condolence to Mrs 
Allen. He was Sure that he was voicing the 
feelings of members of the Board when he said 
that the dried fruits' industry gene-rally, and 
the Vie:toTian Bo·ar-d in particula•r, had suffered 
a severe loss in the death of Mr. Allen, Whose 
ability and personal qualities caused him to 
br: held in high esteem by all who came in con
tact with him. 

NON.EXTENSION OF LICEN,CE 
·y\~ith Teference to the recent Tefusal of th-e 

Board to grant an extended licence to a. cer
tain Victorian Company, 1\fr. Moloney referred 
to a press statement which, he stated, was not 
tlUthorised by the Board. As the question of 
the granting, renewal, and transfer of the re
gistration of packing houses \Vas entirely the 
prerogative of the State Boards, members em
phasised that only those reasons emanating 
from these Bom·ds for the refusal of licences 
in the producing States should be regarded as 
being authorative. 
WOORINEN CO.OPERATIVE APPLICATION 

vnth regard to the recent application of 
the \Voorinen Fruitgrowers' Co-operative Co. 
Ltd., for a permit for the building of a new 
dehydrater and lavatoTy accommodation, M-r. 
Moloney stated that he had interviewed the 
Depa•.rtment of ·war Organisation of Industry 
in support of this application, and had ascer
tainecl. that the permit was granted by this 
Department, subject to the approval of the In· 
dustrial WelfaTe Divi~;>ion (Department of La
bour and National Service) in regard to the 
provisio'n of certain amenities foT the employees 
engaged at the packing house. 

Following up on his Tepresentations to the 
latter Depa•rtment, arr&ngements had been 
made fo1· .a representatiVe to travel to Woorinen 
for the purpose of inspecting the premises of 
the Woorinen FTuitgrowers' co-:operative Co., 
and a report from this officer was now being 
awaited. No survey of the dried fruits' in
dustry'had previously been made by the WelfaTe 
Division, and it was considered, therefO're,' that 
the recommendations arising out of the In
spector's visit, will be of importance to the 
industry, as they will probably form the basis 
of the Division's requi·r.ements as to the mini
mum standards necessary in all packing houses 
in respect to staff and employees' accommo'd•a
tion. Mr. Cockroft stated that the Directors 
of the above Company were most appreciative 
of the ChaiTman's efforts in regard: to this 
matter. 

ROBINVALE LICENCE 
Referrilig to an application from J. and K. 

McAlpine Pty. Ltd. (on behalf of "Robinvale 

-

Packers") for :a licence to pack dried fruits at 
Robinvale the Chairman reported that this Com
peny had 'been requested to advise the Board as 
soon as the erection of the premises at Robin vale 
was completed and in readiness for inspection 
by the Board's Inspector. 

Mr. Moloney sta.ted that, in ·accordance 
With a request made by Mr. Davey at the June 
meeting, a suitable printed official notification 
(on hea.ded Board stationery) bad been pre
pared, and would be issued by graders to grow
(>l'S in those cases wheTe no reason had been 
found fcrr ·alteration in the grade of fruit. 

The Chairman reported on the action which 
had been taken ·by the Board concerning matters 
brought undeT the notice of the Board by gra
den \n their annual reports. 

In this connection,. the Acting Secretary 
rea,d a letter, dated 4th. January, 1945, to In
spector ·'l_'. Joy, which contained instructions in 
regard to those complaints which came within 
the scope of his activities: The Fruit Inspec
f'ion Hranch (Department of Commerce) had 
undertaken to deal with other matters raised 
by graders which it was considered were bound 
up in the action that was being taken as the 
result of 1\fr. Tinney's n;cent tour of inspection 
of Victorian packing houses. 

Following upon a report that- 70 per Cent. of 
the fruit in the Nyah/Woorillen area had been 
transpOTted last season without covers, it was 
agreed that the Board should communicate with 
Inspector Brown asking him to \varn growers 
that vehicles which are used for the ca·rriage of 
dried fruits, should b-e properly covered to en
sure that the fruit is kept free rrom dust or 
other foreign substance. 

DRAWBACK FRUIT 

The matter of the future policy of the 
Board in regard to applications by growers fm 
additional dil'a wb.ack fruit was included 1n the 
g·enda, but it was decided to defer this subject 
nntil there was a full meeting of the Board. 

M-embers gave consideration to a Te·quest 
·which had been received fTom the Secretary 
of the Australian Dried Fruits' Association, re
gaTdJing the classification and packing of Lexias 
and Vfalthams. 

. After discussion, members stated that, pro
VIded the Commerce Department's experts were 
in agreement, they had no objection to the sug
gested amendment to a 19/32nd. inch riddle in 
substitution of the present 18/32nd. inch rididle. 

In O"rder to protect the .interests of growers 
and to ensure that this proposal would not en
tn.il any disadvantages or ::financial loss to grow. 
ers, members were of the opinion that, in ad
dition to an ex·amination of reports which were 
being awaited from the dTied fruits' supervisors, 
it would be -necessary for them to be supplied 
with more detailed·· information before making 
any decision in Tegard to any other aspects 
inv-olved by the new measure. It was -agreed, 
therefore, that the General -Manager of the Co
operated Dried Fruits' Sales Pty. Ltd. be asked 
to furnish a comprehensive statement setting 
out the reasons for the change and the effect 
(if any) of such a proposal on prices- to the 
grower. 

ESTIMATES 1945 
It was ·resolved that the provisional esti

mates of exp.enditure for 1945, in accordance 
with statements submitted to members, be ap
proved. 

It was Dlso decided that, Subject to agree
ment between the States at the meeting· of the 
Consultative (";ommittee to be held in )felbourne 
tbe follovving day, the rate of growers' annual 
contribnrion fo·r 1945 should be fixed at 4/3 per 
ton. 

The Chairman stated that Ministerial ap
pronll had been received for the appointment 
cf eight graders for the 1945 season, and that, 
iu accordance with the usual custom, the De
pa·rtment of CommeTce and Agriculture would 
supply the services of the ninth grader. 

The :Vlinister had also approved of the ap
pointment of Inspectors under the Dried Fruits' 
Act, 1ll38, for 1945, and these appointments had 
been gazetted on. the 10th. Jam1a•ry, 1945. 

.A. list containing the names of applicants 
for Classers' Licences for the 1945 season, was 
submitted to, and approved bY, Board members. 

Copies of the draft annual report were ciT
culated among members of the Board for their 
information, and for any comments that they 
might ca1·e to make. 

Other business of a routine nature consist· 
ed of a survey of the pack figures up to the 
31st. December, 1944, and the estimated Victor
ian pack of dried fruits for 1945; the adoption 
of the Boa·rd's financial statement showing ex~ 
penditur.e bet\veen 1st. and 24th. JanUary, 1945, 
and the passing of the Board's accounts to the 
same date. In addition, members were furnish
eel with statements of:-

( a) Income and expenditure for the year 
ended 31st. December, 1944; 

(b) Receipts and payments fO'r the year end
ed 31st. December, 1944, and 

(c) Balance sheet as at 31st. December, 1944. 

INCOME TAX: DEDUCTIONS FOR 
DEFERRED MAINTENANCE 

-~-:o:---

The Deputy Commissioner of Taxation 
(Mr. R: W. Chenoweth), stated that forms 
are now available at the Taxation Offices, 436 
LonSdale Street, and London Stores ·Building, 
g]izabeth Street, Melbourne, foT use by tax
payers who desire to cla.im a deduction, for in
come tax purposes, in respect of defened main~ 
tenance. 

In October, 1944, the Income Tax Assess
ment Act was amendec1 to permit a taxpayer, 
vvho is unable to carry ·out" repairs or mainten
ance work owing to war-time conditions, to pay 
to the Taxation Department a sum equal to 
the estimated cost of such repairs OT mainten
ance. Upon paying that amount and supplying 
particulars of the work .and the estimated cost, 
the ta.xpayer is entitled to claim a deduction, 
in his income ta!X: return, for the amount paid. 
·when the taxpayer is in a position to carry out 
the repairs or maintenance, the amount will be 
repaM to him, but will be included in his as
sessable income for that year. The taxpayer 
is then, of course, entitled to claim a deduction 
for the cost of the Tepairs or maintenance 
actually carried out. 

Any taxpayer who desires to make a claim 
for a deduction should obtain an application 
form from the Taxation Office. 'The .application 
accompanied by _the necessary cash deposit must 
be lodged befoTe 30th. June, 1945. 

Commonwealth Bonds are not .acceptable in 
lieu of cash. 

A taxpayer, whose accounting period for 
income tax purposes does not end on 30th. June, 
must lodge his application_ and his deposit prior 

to the closing date of his accounting period. 

< 
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Quality and Packing of Dried Fruits 
War Time Conditions No Criterion 

FEDERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
A very interesting discussion ensued at Federal Council on the motion of 

the Mildura District Council A.D.F.A. that consideration be given to the im· 
provement in the quality and packing of dried fruits. 

Mr. A. Rawlings (Merbein) .During the war, 
when we are not getting a premium for qual~ 
itY, it may be thought that this is not an im
portant item. After the war, we shall have to 
meet the keenest competition. VVe shall have 
to realise that cold dipped fruit should be· 
washed, and the question will be how to wash 
it. It is thought that it is best to give the 
fruit a wash at the top of the machine as 
;packers are noW doing. 

COMPET-ITION TO BE MET 

In America all the fruit is washed and 
sterilized. Washing on the lines suggested 
will enable us to meet competition. Thousands 
of tons are washed over the machine, and are 
not dehydrated. It is possible to give this 
treatment over the machfnes and pack it im
mediately .. The fruit gains 1 per cent. in 
weight, but if the machine is runnillg at the 
correct speed-a veil'y vital point-the centri
fical force throws the water off. At present, 
thousands of tons of fruit are washed over 
the machines. The next thing is to :put the 
right wash on it, and it is suggested that the 
treatment recommend.ed by Mr. Orton, to be 
followed by an atomised oil. We must imK 
prove our packing after the war somewhat on 
those lines. 

DRYING GREEN QUALITY 

Mr. K. H. G. McCallum, ' Sunnycliffs.
When we discussed the matter at our comK 
mittee we looked at it from a different angle. 
Just as ·Charity begins ,at home, so does qualM 
ity begin on the dry·ing green. It has been 
felt that there is not sufficient recompense for 
the ma-n who produces- ~quality. The results 
of the tests made under the auspices of the 
Mildura Dried Fruits Vine Pl:ocessing Commit
tee were very varied and very interesting. 
There was one exhibit that came from Mr. Mc
Dougall that had b-een washed by him. I in
quired of his methods and put them into prac
tice next year. The first lot of fruit I tried 
was marked 5-crown. The classeii' compliment
ed me on the result, and I went- ahead with 
more 5Kcrown. It cost me 10/ a ton extra to 
obtain this quality, .but I did not receive any 
more for it than if it had not b-een washed. 
Growers who wash their fruit should get a 
differential, and the fact that the fruit was 
washed should be marked on the docket. We 
would like the Board to kee:p. this- point in 
mind. We expect some recompense when we 
have done .something to keep the fruit up to a 
higher standard. 

DUSTY FRUil" 

Mr. L. G. Cameron, Birdwoodton.-In the 
last few years, possibly because of drought 
conditions, a tremendous amount of fruit has 
been delivered in a very dusty condition. It 
could be -handled quite well on the machines. 
From the grower's point of v.iew, dusty :fu'uit 
repr~s13nts a considerable tying up of sweat 
boxes which -creates difficulties· generally in 
the handJi.rig of the fruit. We must allow for 

the increas-ed competition we are going to 
meet, even if extra expenditure is involved. 
w.e should provide for the handling of these 
large quantities ·expeditiously and not hold 
them up for months in the sweat boxes by 
delaying the processing of the fruit. The mat
ter should be studied from the possibility of 
handli-ng that fruit straight through, of wash
ing and sterilising- it, and g.etting it stra·ight 
away. 

Without further discussion, Council agreed,· 
to the motion sponsored by Mr. Rawlings. 

WASHING AND STERILISING 

At a later stage at Fedeiral Coun_cil meet
ing, Mr. Cameron asked:-Have we your per
mission to refer back to Item 23? We wish to 
take an addition to the resolution which was. 
carried without criticism. We want to put it 
in a different form "that consideration by the 
Board of Management be given to the improve
ment of quality in dr·ied fruits, particularly with 
r.egard to washing and Sterilising.'' 

Mr. Rawlings.-We should explain that the 
other resolution is in general terms, and this 
is asking the Board to give effect to it. 

The Chairman.-! suggest you submit it 
as an amplification of resolution on Item 23. 

Mr. P. Malloch.-The resolution the Mer
bein delegates are proposing to submit enters 
.a new field altogether. It ignores vital mat
ters not connected with quality and ignores 
other matters to which they have not given 
consideration at all. What is known about 
the machine fo-r sterilising dried fruits? 

Mr. Rawlings.-! mentioned these three 
points, washi·n&:, sterilising and atomising. 
All we rure asking the Board is to investigate 
-it can s.ay that there is nothing in the sug
gestions, We .are not trying "to put one 
ov-er.'' The Board might have to get a con
sulting engineer to re:port on the m,atter. 

EFFICIENT METHODS USED 

Mr. Malloch.-There ~s more fruit damaged 
by growers in their p.rocessing than is damag
ed by the packers. If you want to dis-cus·s· the 
question, you want to discu,ss the decreased 

. prices receiv-ed for fruit that could have been 
5-crown, .but is reduced to ~-crown by some 
growers' practices. ·rn the matter of sterHisa
tion, We have in our ethyl fo-rmate and 
"Eranol,'' a principle which is 99 per cent. 
effective. 

We maintain that there is no need 
to ask what machine to instal, as our 
sterilising practice is as efficient as 
any in the world. It is so effic'ient that 
in L.o11don the Exp,ort Control Board 
has been asked to take over the ster
ilisation of fruit from other countr-ies. 
On the question of fruit quality :y-ou 

ignore one of. the main factors altoegther, in 
that growers have their dip tins filled tar above 
the level of the tins, and load them three 
and four deep, thereby squashing the fruit, 
and destroying in five minutes fruit that has 
taken _them 11 months to bring to that stage. 

TREATMENT NECESSARY 
' Mr. Rawlings.-! mentioned all these 

points before, ,and we were disappointed that 
there was no more discussion on them-: When 
the motion on these lines was tabled at 1\:fildura 
before d·el'egates represe-nting ·40,000 to· 50,000 
tons, it was carried. Mr. Orton does not agr.ee 
that the fruit is a sterile pack. I am not say
ing that it is not a sterile pack-it is Mr. 
Orton who says so. He says that it should 
be washed to get the best results-that it 
should be sterilised and should be atomised. 
Mr. Malloch's comments could have been left 
until the resolution came before the Board. I 
had expe,rt advice before I brought the matter 
forward. There are not two packers in Mil
dura who have the same machines, and it may 
be advisable to, have uniform machines. If 
the pack ca·n be improved, w.e want to im
prove it. 

Mr. J. W. A. McGregor, Nyah West.-This 
matter has already been discussed. I cannot 
see why any additional points ·could not be 
handed in for the opinion of the Board. If 
Mr. Orton has opinions like these, let him 
pass them on to the Board. 

CONTAINERS IMPORTANT 

Mr. H. R. Jones.-Mr. Rawlings is right in 
saying that Mr. Orton has questioned whether 
our :pack is a sterile pack, but Mr. Orton's 
point is that you cannot have a sterilised pac·k 
unless you have a sealed pack. You may get 
98.9 effective sterilisation, as with '']].ronal,'' 
but unless you put that fruit into a sealed 
package it can become -impregnated again, and 
you lose some of the value of the sterilisation. 
Tlie remedy, a sealed paCkage, is the ado-ption 

- of a cardboard container. There are, how
ever, difficulties in adapting the ·cardboard con~ 
tainer to our present machines, and the card
board will not take the weight we pack and 
carry it to the distant markets. We tried the 
cardboard package with our seeded raisins, and 
we had complaints even from Sydney. Card~ 
board containers have been_ used satisfactor· 
ily when the nature of the product will give 
support to the container, as, for example, with 
butte.r. If you ,pack dried fruit in a cardboard 
container, you -find that within two or three 
weeks here is a space of two or three inches, 

-and the container ·Crumbles to the extent of 
that free ·space when any weight is prut on it. 
Unless sealing is adopted you cannot satisfy 
Mr. Orton that the pack is sterile. I think Mr. 
Rawlings has misunderstood _Mr. Orton's ir.e
mark, as the sealed container is impracticable 
at the present time. " 

BETTER PACK POSSIBLE 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, Mildura.-I have 
talked this matter over with Mr. OrtOn. He 
had the idea that w.e should wash the fruit, 
and put it through a solution and tull"n it into 
a better :pack, ·Cleaner, and freer from dust. 
It is a matter of deciding whether we can. im~ 
prove the pack by starti-ng farther back than 
that stage. Mr. Malloch is quite right in saY
ing that if we want to discuss quality we must 
go back to the picking· stage. If a grower piles 
one over-frull dip tin on another the fruit can· 
not 'be more than 3-crown or lower. We feel 
that we can get the dust off our fruit and re
tain the high color we get in Mildura. After 
'~showelling'' we dropped from 4-crown to 3-
crown between here and London. EJ.verybody 
hopes that we will be able to i-mprrove our pack 
on what it is to-day. 

Ed. Note.-It should be noted that, whilst 
"Eranol'' affords PJ'actically 100 per cent. pro· 
tection on the long carriage to London. A fur
ther treatment is gi'Yen there to the extent 
that-complaints are neg:lible to-day. 
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Mr. G. T. Hyndman, Merbein.-When Item 
23 was passed there was no direction as to 
who would give consideration to an investi
gation. The idea of submitting a preamble 
.or amplification is to direct the resolution to 
somebody who could go into it in due course. 
We ,got nowhere when the resolution was pass
ed, and it is going to die a natural d€2ath. 

Mr. J. B. Murdoch, Waikerie.-I take it 
that the speakers want their ideas to be a little 
further elaborated, and the preamble was sug
gested so that we all know what was intended 
in the motion by the mover and seconder. I 
do not think we can vote. on it. 

Mr. Rawlings.-The motion on Item 23 was 
carried, and it did not get anywhere. You 
have accepted and allowed discussion on this 
as a separate motio-n, and it should be voted 
on. 

Mr. Malloch.-It was a wrong assumption 
that nothing would come of the resolution. 
The quality of our dri.ed fruits pack has been 
the subject of voluminous correspondence. We 
are going further into this matter. There are 
already big things under way in connection 
with the processing of our dried fruits, but 
they go f~rther than the lines suggested by 
Mr. Rawlings. 

Mr. J. H. Gordon, Redcliffs.-This lp.Otion 
states that inquiries should be made, and it 
will come .before the Board. All that it needs 
is -M'r. Howie to say that the. Board will be 
dealing with the matter. 

CHAIRMAN'S COMMENTS 

The Chairman (Mr. L. B. O'Don~ 
nell).-! realise that in allowing this 
motion to be moved and seconded I 
have allowed the meeting to be carri~ 

ed on not stl"ictly jn! formal order. My 
idea, however, is that we meet here 
once q year to discuss the p·roblems of 
the industry as they appeal" to us, and 
I would feel that it would be lament
able if o·ne delegate ·coulq retul"n to 
his branch and say that I, as Chair
man, did not allow him to express the 
opinion his Qrowers sent him ·down to 
express. Growe1rs are not trained 
politicians in the rules of debate. In 
order to give· us a chance to over-come 
the difficulty under which we labor in 
a meeting of this sort, we need to be 
given a fair amount of latitude, with. 
out ge.tting out of hand. 

I must say that I was surprised when the 
:fi'rst ·motion went through without mor.e dis
cussion. This motion has been fruitful in 
.hringing out more ideas, .and we all know now 
what is in the minds of Council. I think that 
the matter should be put into order by the 
withdrawal of the motion as the Board of 
Management knows what is intended. 

Mr. Cameron.-! am ::prepared to with
draw. 

Mr Rawlings.-! agree. There was no -idea 
of trying to put anything over. Almost every 
other resolution has been directed to the 
Bo.ard o.f Ma·nagement, and we were in order 
in referring this one to the Board. 

The Chairman.-The discussion is now 
clos·ed. 

Research workers in U.S.A. were dev.elop
ing a technique for defining 'deficiencies by 
analysing the leaves of a plant. The same 
technique had been commenced on Mr. Plush's 
block (at Wi;ukie) on citrus- trees, and it was 
hoped to get somewhere with it. In Arizona 
experiments were being carried out to search 
for the analytical level of nitrogen throughout 
the growing .:period of citrus trees, with the 
idea of Iett1ng the nitrogen level drift away a 
bit, a.t a certain time of the year, and then 
build it up at a time when a supply of nitrogen 
was most necessary. 

IRRIGATION PRACTICES 

Irrigation practices in the past ten years 
had shown a· big improvement. In bringing 
this about officers of the C.S. and I.R. Research 
Station at Merbein had to be thanked. 

The sprinkler system of irrigation had 
great promise in developing the Loxton_ area. 
It was extremely difficult to irrigate this loc
ality by the ordinary furrow method. Various 
types of sprinkler systems w.ere being tried 
out at the Berri EJ.xperimental Orchard for the 
purpose of getting a system most suitable for 
use at Loxton. In twelve months' time it 
would be possible to give some definite infor
mation about every known commercial sprink· 
ler system. 

"Taking a long view of horticulture, in this 
State,'' concluded Mr. Strickland, "I have the 

POST WAR JOB'S 
Details of Training Scheme 

When the war ends, more than a million servicemen and women and war 
workers will need jobs. They will want secure, congenial jobs, states a bulle
tin issued by the Ministry of 'Post-War Reconstruction. · 

Australia has to provide these jobs, not only to reach the aim of full em
ployment Australians have set themselves, not only to provide rising standards 
of living for the people, but also to maintain the morale built up during the 
war; to prevent large-scale disillusionment and psychological breakdown. 

To help these servicemen and women and 
war workers re-establish themselves, and at 
the same time to heLp reconstruct our indus
trial, agricultural and professional life, the 
Commonwealth Government,~ in co-operation 
with the States, has organizE?d the Reconstruc
tion Training Scheme. 

The Scheme has been in operation in a 
limited way since March, 1944. It is one 
means towards discharging Australia's respon
sibility to the men and women who gave up 
to j-o-in the Services, who have been disabled, 
or whose old skill is in over-supply. It will 
their chance of trade Or professional training 
also ensure that Australia has all the skilled 
and expert men and women she needs to wi·n 
the Peace. 

HOW THE SCHEME WORKS 

The training scheme, which also aims ev
entually to cover ·civilian w.ar workers, pro
vides three types of training-university or 
professional, technical and rura.l. Most of 
these courses are full-time, although part-time 
training is available, both by ·class instruction 
and by correspondence: 

Full-time training costs trai-nees nothing 
for tuition or examination fees. Living allow
ances are paid as follows:-

Single men or widoWers without depend
ants, £3/5/ per week. 

Married or .Single with one adult de
,:p,endant, £4/16/ per week. 

Married, with two or more dependants, 
£ 5/5/ per week. 

Suitable living allowances are paid to ex
service women or Widows of members of the 
forces, accepted for full-time tr,aining, 

F-or professional training an allowance of 
up to £10 per ye.ar for ·books and up to £20 
per year for essential instruments and other 
equ~pment is provided. For- full-time vocation
al training, an allowance of up to £10 per 
year for books and school requirements is 
made. In addition, a ,gift up to the value of 
£10 and a l-oan up to the value of £40 will 
be available for tools of trade or other equip
ment on going into employment. Flor part
time training, tuition fees and expenses UJI' to 
£-60 may be provided. 

greatest faith in its future. Along the River, 
Co-o,p·eration has developed to a greater degree 
than in the non-irrigated areas; and future 
development in new irrigation areas is likely 
to be on lines ?f full co-operation." 

SELECTION OF APPLICANTS 

Three main factors determine selection of 
applicants for training under the Common
wealth's Reconstruction Training Scheme
eligibility, suitability and opportunities for sat
isfying employment in the chosen occupation. 

Provided ·theY hav·e had not less than six 
months' service, the following ex-service men 
and women may claim- full-time training for 
a trade, a profession, or a rural occUJ),ation:-

Those who are unable to retu-rn to their 
pre-war occupati·on because of incapacity caus
ed by war service. 

Those who enlisted or were called up on or 
before their 21st birthday, and are suitable 
for training. 

Those re-quiring a short refresher course, 
or who desire t·a. complete a course interrupted 
by the war, or who intended to take such a 
course before the war. 

Those who were either self-employed be
fore the war, or are unable to return to former 
activities, or ::Piossess skill now in over-supplY. 

Those who have displayed during war 
service cons.picuous ability and are suitable 
for training. 

Part-time training is available to:
Those who have shown aptitude for and 

\v:ant to Complete an approved course com
menced in the Service or as a prisoner of war. 

Tho.se who want to take a ,part-time course 
to improv.e their occupational status. 

Those who can satisfy the Training Com
mittee that a part-time course is desirable 
while training on the job. 

TRAININ.G PRINCIPLES 

Training is not automatically granted to all 
those eligible to apply. Training is not meant 
as a reward for service, but as a means of re
establishment in civil life. Actual selection, of 
course, depends on the suitability of the ap
plicant, and on whether the trade or 

1
profes

sion chos·en Will need more trained men and 
women .after the war. 

The training scheme is necessarily limit
ed at present by the pressing manpower re
quirements of defence and essential indus
tries. Obviously, the scheme cannot work 
fully until the war is over. But a start has 
been made towards :fitting Services personnel 
and war workers into peaee.time civilian life. 
Since the commencement of the scheme, 1,056 
ex-service men and women throughout Aus~ 
tralia have undertaken full-tim-e or part-time 
training. 'The peOJlle of Australia have ex
pressed a determination to see that this time 
we plan ahead for a better material world. 
The Commonwealth Reconstruction Training 
Scheme is taking .practical steps towards that 
end. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPE~ATED liMITED , 

RENMARK 

A ComP"nY Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit-.-

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRJODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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The Future of Horticulture in South Australia 

Address by Mr. A. G. Strickland at Berri 
Foil owing the field day at the Berri Experimental Orchard, an address was 

given by Mr. A. G. Strickland (Chief Horticulturist in the Department of Agri
culture), writes "Nemo" in "Murray Pioneer." There must have been well 
over 1 00 growers seated on sweat boxes and planks surrounding the speaker, 
and not one complained about the lack of cushions, during his two hours talk. 
Mr. Strick'and' s evening address has come to be regarded as the high light of 
the field day, and is the culminating point of a successful day. The subject 
chosen by the speaker was "The Future of Horticulture in South Australia." 

The sc:ope of the citrus industry could 
stand some expansion, said l\Ir. Strickland, 
there were suitable lands for fmther develop
ment and exports might be increased. 'With 
regard to the dried fruits expansion there were 
factors present wh~ch made it hard to assess. 
On the one hand, a certain faction believed 
that before any expansion in dried vine ft·uits 
could be made, markets must be found. On 
the other hand ancther line of thought was 
that markets would follow increased ,produc
tion. The horticultural industry was a vAry 
important one to South Australia. 

Per unit of land, the horticultural 
section supported a greater population 
than any other primary industry. Sev
enty per cent. of the rural population 
of the State were engaged in horti
cultural pursuits. 

DEPENDENT ON EXPORTS 

This industry was very depend·ent on ex
ports. During the war years there had been 
a larger consumption of fresh fruit than in 
pre-war years. This might be accounted for 
by the increased spending .:p·ower of the public, 
and .t is quite possible that once having be
come used to .a larger fresh fruit consumption 
the desire for fruit would be a lasting factor 
in our daily diet. The apple industry formerly 
exported 50 per cent. of its production, and 
ex.r:orted the best quality fruit, leaving the 
local market to take the second best! Apple 
growers were now awake to the importance 
of the local market, and realized that the con
suming pulJlic of AuStralia appreciated quality 
and inttnded to give it to them. Over the last 
century or so there had been a varied ...range 
of hart cultural production in the Adelaide 
Hills, ranging from every variety of stone and 
pip fruits. These ];lad now been cut down tn 
the best commercial varieties, by means of 
gnfting or budding, Half the trees originally 
planted in the Adela:d.e Hills were not suited 
to the conditions prevailing in that locality; 
but it now produced a full range of Mediter
ranean climate fruits. 

RIVER DISTRICTS 

Coming to the River districts, we could say 
thlit they were definitely not suited to the· pro
duction of apples on a commercial scale. The 
hotter climate of the River areas, combined 
with a suitable soil variety made it an ideal 
place for the .:production of citrus fruits. There 

bad been mistaites in the Rhier areas as well 
as in other part~ Citrus had been planted on 
unsuitable soils, and even when planted on 
S'uitable soils certain ar.eas had been develop
ed into ma:n-made marginal area:s through see
page troubles developing. In this ·case it was 
a matter of drainage or getting out of the pic
ture altogether. Nursery stock should ·be 
'\Yatched ,and only buds from .r;edigreed stock 
used for the propagation of young trees. 

WINE PRODUCTION 

Regarding the production of wines, possible 
expansion in plantings of varieties which pro
duced sherry was found. Sheny had .become a 
very POIJUlar wine in recent years .and/or its 
production needed such varieties as Pedro and 
Hunter River Reisling. 

Tlie expansion of the Moorpark apricot 
had been a problem because of its susceptib
ility to gummosis. Investigations were now in 
progress to ,propagate a type of tree not sus
ceptible· to gummosis. If this ·was successful 
it would go a long way towards stabilizing the 
apricot position. 

The planting of peaches had not progress
ed on the River, possibly because of the lack 
of canning facilities. 

A cannery was one of the urgent 
needs of the mid-Murray irrigation 
areas and until this could be manag
ed, the growing of earning varieties 
of peaches was not possible. 
To make a success of a cannery, it should 

operate for the ,greater part of the year. When 
the rush of fruit was over, it should operate 
on veg.etablea. 

FEEDING DF TREES AND VINES 

The feeding of trees and vines within the 
past ten years had revealed the dominating 
part played by Nitrogen and the applicatio-n of 
zinc (as a £Oil deficiency). But in assessing 
immediate .results we must not lose sight of 
a long range experiment. 'The application of 
one fertilizer to the exclusion of all others 
would, sooner or later, develop a deficiency in 
one or other of the soil elements. Examina
tion of manurial figures revealed .a possibility 
that we may be .getting results from potash, 
which was not anticipated. It was not yet 
known for sure whether this ~as so. Spectacu
lar results had been obtained. with the use of 
potash on cabbages, as it was revealed that 
the increased use of nitrogen, developed a 
potash deficiency in the ·cabbage growing areas. 

IRYMPlE PACKING PTY. lTD. 
MILDURA 

OPERATING AT 
MERBEIN RED CL:IFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH ,FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
· Governing DireCtor. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALl,TY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 
P. MALLOCH, 

Manager. 

Prunes Under Irrigation 

Corred Irrigation Practice Essential 

On many of the heavier soils 
. the Robe-de Sargent prune has had 
a poor cropping record, and atten
tion to irrigation practice will do 
much to correct this. 

In 1939, Dr. F. T. Bowman .and Mr. J. R. 
Da>'ison, commenced a series of inv-estigations 
in the Yenda diutrict concerning the poor crOP
ping of Robe prunes, and the general lack of 
vigour which w.as appar.ent in most prune 
blocks. 

After three years' investigation, an interim 
report was published in the "Agricultural Ga
zette" for October, 1942, and later as a depart
menta1 leaflet. As a result of these researches 
it was possible to give two recommendations. 

NOT A SIDE.LINE 
First-"Prunes are not a side-line crop. Un

leso they are grown as a main crop with other 
suitable fruits they ar.e apt to be neglected." 

If nectarines, applies or pears are grown 
with prunes there is 1;.kely to be a conflict in 
demands for labour and attention. On the other 
hand, apricots, peaches and oranges provide a 
hetteT combination with prunes. 

The second recommendation is that-"Im
provements in irrigution practice are . ..._perba;Js 
the most -outstanding need in many prune plant
ings. On the whole, insufficient irrigation dur
ing the summer is an important defect." 

When there is insufficient moisture available1 

the trees are likely to drop their leaves earlier 
than usual ,even ·six weeks before normal leaf 
fall. If the trees are irrigated in this condition 
they may break into blossom. This sequence 
of events has ·given rise to the belief that 
autumn watering causes autumn blossoming. In 
actual fact, if the trees ar,e watered properly 
dur~ng and after harvesting, they will not de
foliate or show a false blossom. 

THOROUGH IRRIGATION ESSENTIAL 
This tendency to under irrigate is no doubt 

in pa·rt a reaction to wet winter flooding and 
a recognition of the dangers of waterlogging 
and salting. Th.ese are very real dangers, and 
must be kept continually in mind, but never
theless, there has been a tendency to overdo 
the drying out .of soil. In most seasons it is 
evident that many blocks of prunes are under 
irrigated. 

Research was carried out into many aspects 
of the problem, but .of particular interest and 
value are those experiments which _dealt. with 
soil moisture. In this experiment the soil moiS
ture position was closely followed by frequent 
use of the soil auger. From these it was eviw 
dent that in the heavier soils, penetration after 
a normal irrigation was ·often a little more than 
eight inches. 

DEPTH OF ROOTS 
Further tests which follow:ed the Tate at 

~vhich the soil dried out at various depths indi
cated that the roots of prune trees did no-t pene
trate below two feet to two feet six inches, and -
that the bulk of the roots were in the top l8 
inches. 

Following upon these experiments, two 
blocks of trees were inigated -according to the 
position as shown by the soil auger, so that the 
soil was kept in a satisfactory moisture con
dition throughout the season. it was clearly 
shown that these plantings did not defoliate or 
produce an autumn blossom. 

-can prune gr:owers afford to be without a 
soil auger? 

PEP..SONAL 
At the January meetiug of the South Aus

tralian Dried Fruits Board the chairman (Mr. 
G. A. W. Po,p~) on behalf of his colleagues, 
extended ·Congratulations to Mr. C. W. Till, a 
m{;'lmber of the Board, on his recent appoint.. 
ment as president of the S.A. High Schools' 
Association. Mr. P.o.pe said it was good to 
know that the characteristic zeal and energy 
displayed by Mr. Till in connection with the 
establishment of a new IHgh -S'chool at Glossop 
were acknowledged by responsible ~people in 
educational circles. Mr. Till acknowledged 
the compliments. 
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Orchard Depreciation 
For Taxation 

ACTION FOLLOWING FEDERAL COUNCIL 

MEETING 

As a result of a resolution pas 
sed at Federal Council at the instance 
of South Australian delegates, the q 
uestion of non allowance of depre
ciation on orchard property was ag 
ain taken up with the Taxation Com
missiOner. 

In view of the interest taken in 
this matter by growers, the full text 

<Jf the correspondence is published 
below. 

The Secretary of the A.D.F.A. Cdr. W. N. 
·sumner) under date 20th. ~ovep:1ber, 1944, 
wrote the Federal Commis,sioner of Ta::s::es :~ 

"At the Annual Confe1·ence of the Association 
.neld in Melboume on 1st. November, delegates 
from areas producing dried tree fruits again 
raised the question of non~allowance of de
tn·eciation of orchard prop.erty. The reason for 
doing so was that a disease (gumosis) has 
-caused heavy losses of apricot trees in some 
areas, particularly in South Australia. The 
·result is that growers may 11ave trees producing 
fruit and valued at, say, £2 per tree one year, 
and the next year they may be valueless. 

"In the debate which followed, it was 
pointed out that trees were a capital investment, 
and that depreciation of capital investments 
was not the concern of Income Tax authorities. 
The point was taken, however, that, in th~- case 
<>f. "wasting" assets, an allowance for dept·ecia~ 
tion was made. This refers to plant and mach
inery, and to gold-mining. 

"There is some justice in the claim, and we 
respectfully submit, for your Consideration
"That inquiry be made-- to ascertain the average 
life of 0rchard trees-particularly apricots and 
peaches-and, where it is found that such life 
i3 20 yem·s or less, provision be made to allow 
tbe grower from the time the tree reaches ma
turity, an appropriate annual depreciation al-
lowance.'' . 

In this way, the producer could be com
pensated for losses which accrue through the 
incidence of disease and inherent wastage of 
assets," 

To this the D.eputy Commissioner of Taxa
tion 01r. ,J. D. O'Sullivan) replied on 28th. 
Noyember, 1944:-

INCOME TAX: DEPRECIATION ON 
ORCHARD TREES 

"I have for acknowledgment youT letter of 
20th. )l'ovember, 1944, suggesting the allowance, 
for income tax purposes, of a deduction in re
spect of depreciation on orchard trees. · 

'"l'he question was raised by you previouslY, 
in a letter dated 14th. December, 1942, ad
dressed to the Federal Commissioner of Taxes. 
This letter was submitted to the Commonwealth 
'Treasurer for consideration, and I have perused 
a copy of the·· Treasurer's letter to you dated 
17th. ::.\1arch, 1943, in reply to the 'represen
tations of your Association on that occasion. 

"As pointed out ip the Treasurer's letter, 
the amendment of the existing law is a question 
for Parliament alone, and the Commissioner 
has no power to allow depreciation other than 
as expressly provided in tbe Income Tax Assess-

Branches in 

All Siates 

W.A~ Dried Fruits Board 
The December meeting of the West Australian Dried fruits Board was at

tended by Messrs. H. S. Bickford (Chairman), C. A. Sharman, G. E. Stone', 
G. McD. Edgecombe 'and ]as. Duff, ]unr. 

DISPOSAL OF RELEASED DRIED FRUITS 
BY THE NAVAL DEPARTMENT 

Correspondenc-e exchanged with the Con
sultative Committee and the Deprity Director 
of Service Food Stuffs in W.A. was receivBd, 
in regard to the release of DrieJt 1"Tuits in ex
cess of requirements, through the proper trad
ing channels. The Secretary was .requested 
to communicate with the Chairman of the Con
sultative Committee, advising that no further 
action by this Board would be taken, pending 
an adv~ce as to .the result of his approach to 
the Director of Service Food Stuffs, in Mel
bourne. 

SUN-DRIED RAISINS 
A letter was received from thE? Consulta

tive Committee of D.F. Boards, advising that 
the S.A. Board was contemr;Iating precaution
ary measures by considering the quest:on of 
more effective general control of undipped 
dried grapes, and seeking to know .the approx
imate tonnage of undipped dried grapes .pro
duced and marketed in vv-.A., to enable the pre
paration of a caSe common to aU State Boards. 
It was resolve! that the Secrefary should ·en
deavour to obtain informatioll from the State 

. Supervising Officer and the Government Viti
culturist in the connection, and advise the 
Consultative' Committee of the result. 

GRADING OF. CURRANTS 
Following the request of the Boa.rd that 

provision should be made for an increased 
price for W.A. Currants, as compared with 
those from other States, if disposed of Over
seas, a questionaire was submitted by the 
Commonwealth D.F. Control Board, for com
pletion and dispatch to Melbourne without de
lay. The Secretary stated that he had con
ferred with the W.A. representative of Grow
ers on the Commonwealth Control Board, and 
had forwarded information and replies to the 
questionnaire, with Mr. Fa.ster's help, and the 
hope had been expressed that the increase 
sought would be affected. 

IMPORTATIONS TO W.A. 
A full explanatiOn of the increased num

ber of shipments of Dried Vine Fruits ex East
ern States was received from the Secretary of 
the Consultative Committee, and as interferen
ce in interstate trade is prohibited und·er the 

,. 
ment Act. The definition of "plant" therein 
eannot be construed as extending to trees. 

"The cost of trees planted in the course of 
developing an orchard is clearly an outgoing 
of a capital nature, and is thus excluded from 
tl>e deductions otherwise allowable under the 
~~ct. Similarly, the loss incu-rred \vhen an 
orchard becomes valueless, on account of disease 
01· other causes, is a loss of capital, and cannot 
ht' allowed as a deduction. 

''It is th~ practice of the Department, how
ever, to allow a deduction of the cost of replac
ing trees which have died or are dis,eased, as 
l'topresenting o·rdinary expenditure on mainten
ance. Expenditure on the trees in such cases 
does not incr.ease the value of the orchard, but 
werel.r maintains the orchard at its existing 
c.:apital value. 

"This represents the full extent of deduc
tions provided in the existing law on account 
of expenditure incuued by orchardists in con
nection with the death or destructiop of their 
fruit-bearing trees." 

EsTABLISHED 1849 

Australian Constitution, it was regretted that 
no appropriate action could be taken for the 
present. 

1943 FINAL ACCOUNT SALES 
It was re:ported that in accordance with 

the decision of the November Board Meeting, 
the Crown Law Department bad been con
sulted as to the power of the Board to enforce 
the rendition of Account Sales on a uniform 

·basis, and the Secr.etary was directed to make 
the information available to the Consultative 
Comm~ttee, with a view to learning the pro
cedure adopted by the other State Boards. 

AN EFFICIENT BIRD 
SCARER. 

ACETYLENE EXPLODER A SUCCESS 

·The acetylene eXploder imported from :Am
erica by the Board of Management of the 
A.D.F.A. has proved a success under local con
ditions, and should be the 'means of saving a 
considerable amount of fruit at very little 
cost. 

w.e are indebted to the Mich:ga:n College of 
Research, the reports from which body led to 
t11e ado.:ption of the idea by the Board. 

The principle is simple-water being ad
justed to drip on to carbide and the :resultant 
gas being directed to a pilot burner and to a 
gas chamber which, when sufficiently charged, 
is fired by the burner. The explosions are 
about equal in volume to that of a shot gun, 
and can be timed by adjusting the amount of 
water allowed to drip. A shot .every two or 
three minutes ap.:pears to be sufficient to pro
tect the fruit from birds common to fruit areas, 
and in the case of starlings a full day's firing 
seems to have the effect of keeping them away 
the next day. Therefore, it might be possible 
to operate the machine on alternate days. 

·Q,p.erating the exploder from 8 a.m. to 5 
in the afternoon appears to be the maximum 
period needed. The water can be turned off 
at 5 and the pilot burner left alight. The sat
urated carbide will continue to give off enough 
gas to make explosions for another hour or so. 
Using the exploder for this period entails the 
use of about H lbs. of carbide. Deprec:ation 
is very light, and with care the machine would 
last a life-time. Replacements are confined 
to the gas nipple and the lava buPner, and if 
these are pricked at regular intervals they can 
be made to last .a long tirh.e. The overall cost, 
including time spent in morning and evening 
attention would not exceed l/3 a day--for 
over 200 shots. Five shots with a gu-n would 
co_st this amount-plus the time spent. 

The landed cost of the machine is high, 
but it is so simple in construction that any 
handyman could make one with very little 
outside help regarding parts. It is estimated 
that it could be made for £5. 

As soon as the harvest is over the machine 
will be available to branches of the A.D.F.A., 
or packing organisations , that are desirous of 
examining the machine. SUQ...h arrangement 
can be made through Mr. Sumner, the secret
ary of the A.D.F.A., or Mr. J. H. Gordon, Block 
153, Redcliffs, on whose pro:t:erty the tests 
were made in conjunction with the local ·A.D. 
Fl.A. Research Committee. 

Agents in 

All Districts 

FIRE, M.ARINE~ ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK. WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
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APRICOT GUMMOSIS 
Its Spread In The Baro~sa District 

By B. Boehm (Light Pass) 
Read at Conference of Non-Irrigated Branches, Tanunda, 7th November, 1944. 

In preparing this paper on "Gummosis" for your consideration, it is not my 
intention to describe the disease in any detail, because this has been done so 
often and everyone is only too well acquainted with the. problem. 

I propose, therefore, to look at the trouble from an angle which is not so 
well known, With the hope that the points raised will throw more light on the 
subject, and in consequence a c;onviction that it is up to all of us to do more 
and help remove the menace that so seriously threatens the apricot. 

HISTORICAL 

The first authentic case of .gumming which 
I have been able to discover occurred in Aug
aston in 1898. In the early years of the 20th. 
century, it was also noticed in the Light Pass 
district, where it made its appearance in 
two gardens si' J.ate on the banks of the Para, 
and because of the situa.tion it was thO'I:lght 
to be associated with wet and boggy soil cu.a
ditions. 

During a visit to tb.,e district in 1912 
Professor T. G. B. Osborne (plant .pathologist) 
discussed gummi·ng of apricot trees with the 
late Mr. A. B. Robin, of Nuriootpa. Up to this 
time the trouble appears to have occuned in 
isolated instances, and as a result did not 
cause much concern. 

The first official reference I could discover 
came from the minutes of the Light Pass Bur
eau, where it was mentioned for the first time 
in 1923, three months after the formation of 
the branch. During 1926 it caused a lot of 
discussion and some ,correspondence with the 
Department. 

August, 1930, saw the first official ex:peri
ment. 

At the confer.ence held on 4th November, 
1930, at Angaston, the late l'dr. G. Quinn made 
reference to the disease, suggesting it might 
be associated with hard nruning. This was laid 
out by Mr. Quinn to determ~ne, if possible, the 
influence the somewhat hard pruning as then 
practised, had on the disease. 

At the conference of southern branches in 
1932 the subject was raised. 1\'Ir. C. H. Beau
mont made the official reply. In 1932 Mr. J. B. 
Harris wrote an article on the disease for the 
July issue of the "Journal.'' There the state
ment appears that about 10 per ·cent. of the 
trees are more or leS'S affected. 

Reverting back to the minutes of the 
Light Pass 'Burea, in 1932, ,a strongly-worded 
11rotest was made to the Department for fail. 
ure to investigate the disease. It was also 
brought by the Angaston and Light Pass Bran
ches to the non-irrigated areas conference 
which thaL yeaT was held in Tanunda. This 
brought Mr. G. Samuel into the district for 
the ft'rst time. In December of the same year 
(1932), Light Pass Bureau again urged the De~ 
partment to inv.estigate the disease a·nd sug
gested setting aside an officer for the purpose. 

In 1934 Mr. Spanagel's apricot block was 
taken over bY the Department as an observa
tion and -experimental block. For the confer
ence held at Bulhannah on 4th November, 
1934, I prepared a paper on the subject, mak~ 
i:ng an appeal for an .intensive investigation. 
In 1934, 1\Ir. D. B. Adam instituted inoculation 
experiments Which have proved that the dis
ease is transmiszible by pruning tools, also 
that a fungus is responsible for the disease. 
A progress report by _Mr. Adam was published 
in the August issue of the Journal, 1928. In· 
1935 Mr. Strickland addressed the Light Pass 
Branch on "Gummosis," and announced the 
laying out of an experiment on a commercial 
scale. 

4-t a meeting (held at Angaston in 1943) of 
the Angaston Branch of the A.D.FI.A., the ques
tion of "Gummosis'' was discussed as ,a major 
item, members present· being alarmed at the 
rapid spread the disease was making. It was 
(lecided to arrange a Parliamentary visit of 
inspection. And finally at the co:Oference held 
at LenSwood in 1942 I made the' statement that 
after a census of 54 trees only eight were found 
to be free from the disease. 

Summarizing the foregoing, we find:-(1) 
That up to about 1920 the disease showed up 
in only isolated instances. (2) Around 1932 
about 10 per cent. more or less affected. (3) 
From about 1940 the trouble has spread at an 
alarming rR.te·. 

PERC·.NTAGE OF INFECTION AT THE 
PRESENT TIME 

To determine th~s I caused a census to be 
made of 10 trees pbnted in 1916, the block 
chosen being the same which the Department 
had for the frost experiment, during the years 
1932l to 1937. During that period it was com
pact with few or no ''misses.'' The census 
gave the following result·-(l) 11 sound trees, 
(2) 21 dead, (3) 89 infected (counting dead as 
in'fected). Then I cOUnted· the limbs still 
growing which amounted to 1,233. A healthy 
tree growing on that soil should carry an av:er
age of 24 limbs each; that would give us 2400 
limbs which th"' 100 trees would carrY if they 
were all alive and not diseased. So due to 
the disease, 1,167 limbs are dead, about 48 per 
cent., or roughly half. 

As alr.eady mentioned, from 1932 to 1937 
it was to all intents and purposes a solld block, 
and to emphasize the foregoing I would me·n
tion that 1n 1936 when Mr. Adam proved that 
the disease was transmissible by pruning tools 
I was very sceptical, because this orchard has 
always been pruned in the same rotation; and 
on examination in .no instance ·could I find an 
infection following a diseased tree. This 
proves that the block was not nearly so seve
rely infected in 1936 as it is to-day. 

Let us look at it anothe-r way. One hun
dred trees of that size should bear at least 
300 cases of fruit, or say, one ton of dried 
apricots, which at to-dav's value would be 
£130. But now only half the number of limbs 
are left, so th.e crop is reduced by half, and 
likewise the man +-- ry return is reduced by 
half, bringing that figure to £ 65 per 100 
trees. 

One other instance that the dis.ease is 
spreading rapidly at the present time. In the 
experiment which the Department is conduct
ing on my property (and this is the only re
ference I will make about it) all infections 
are cut out, the wounds being disinfe~ted, and 
IJainted, with the idea of getting rid of the 
source of infection. Despite this, the census 
made last autumn gave 17 infections which 
were duly removed. In the spring of this year 
another 20 infections were discovered and 
finally removed, and to-day I know of at least 
another half dozen infections. All this in a 
garden which has been kept ·scrupulously clean 
(trunk infections excepted). The foregoing 
caused me some concern, so much- so that at 
the removal of the spring infections I suggest
ed the postponement of the cutting out till the 
matter was discussed with .Mr. Strickland. 

VALUE OF THE APRICOT INDUSTRY IN 
BAR OSSA 

Firstly, let us look at the total .production 
of apricots in South Australia. 

Year 
1942 

Non-irrigated are-as ( exclud-
ing Coonawarra) .... 

Renmark area 
Berri area . . . . . . . . . . 
Irrigated area (including 

440 
291 
242' 

Year 
1943 

172 
231 
204 

Year 
1944 

518 
317 
251 

Renmark and 'Berri) . . 992 849 1100 
(All wei§hts expi-essed in tons). 

UnfortunatelY the Barossa cannot b.e sep
arated from the non~irrigated areas total. How
ever,_ Mr. Twiss gives the assurance that the 
total production of the non-irrigated areas, 
apart from Barossa, does not exCeed 10 tons 
per annum. - That would give B.arossa (which, 
by the way, is by far the largest producer of 
any one area, including the River) 508 tons 
last year. I estimate that 300 tons went out 
of the district as fresh fruit last year, which 
if it had been dried would produce another 50 
tons of dried fruit. That gives Barossa a 
total .:production of 558 tons. Taking that ton
nage at an average value of £130 per to·n, 
gives a total of £72,540 for the district. 

Is it a fair estimate to use the· foregoing 
census as a basis for the distr:ct? I think it 
is. I know gardens which are faT worse, and 
on the other hand some are not as badly in., 
fected. Suppose that it is a fair and reason
able estimate, the results are astounding. 

The Barossa alo·ne with the fli·esent plant
ings without the disease 1\0L::J produce 1,116 
tons, having a total value of £145,080. We 
would produce here in the district more fruit 
th.an all the rest of South Australia put to
gether. 

It will be of interest to hear what others 
saY about the trouble and I quote----

Hogg.-''Ther.e is a disease to which 
Moon:ark is liable, and which is sometimes at
tended with very serious consequences. It 
shows itself first in the leaves, which all of a 
sudden flag and wither away, and the .branch 
which bears .them dies. Frequently a whole 
limb or the whole of one s:ide of a tree will 
exhib:t this appearance in the space of a few 
hours. This effect arises, not as some say, 
from the stock on which it is worked, OJ' the 
soil on which it is planted, for it is met w. th 
on every description of stock, and in all kinds 
of soil. It is not the result of a langu·d cir~ 

culation, for trees in the full vigour of growth 
are as subje-ct to it as those which are- aged~ 
a:nd going to decay, but it is because- of the 
naturally delicate constitution of this variety." 

Wright.--"Moorpark, one of the best, 
but very liable to gum. Excessive use ot 
stable and farmyard manure in gardens has 
made many victims to gum, branches dying 
off suddenly, giving apricot trees a rueful ap
pearance. Though the apricot is subject to., 
few diseas-es, it suffers more ftom that termed 
"branch dying" than do most fruit trees. They 
lose branches sudde·nly, often w·hen laden with 
fruit, leaders collaps in young trees, main 
branches perish here and there in trees just 
coming in to profit, while those having covered 
their allotted space lose one branch after an-· 
other, till the trees are spoiled. These sym
ptoms afford evidence of gum disease, closing: 
the channels of the wood, and then preventing 
the nourishment of the branch above the 
point of infestation; in fact, 99 .per cent. of· 
the cases of "branch dying'' are due to gum_ 
disease, caused bY the fungus Coryneum 
Beijerincki. 

The cultural inducements to. gumming are· 
planting in ver-rich S()il, production of gross 
wood, and severe cutting. Gum disease (gum-
mosis, gumflux) is distinguishabl~ for an ex-, 
udation of thick gum clinging to the branches. 
It is a highly contagious disease, and can eas-
ily be produced bY inserting a little of the 
sticky substance under the bark of the trees,_ 
as found by Dr. Beijerinck, provided it con
tains spores of a fungus ·Corynewm Beijerincki .. 
The spores do not gain access to trees with a_ 

dense c-uticle without a crack, wound, or 
abrasio.n. 

The first visible sign of attack in a young_ 
shoot is the appearance of a red-coloured speck. 
The bark first dies, then the wood. · The exu·· 
dation appears dependent upon the formation. 
growth becomes somewhat firm, the "tears'' 
of the gum are freely exuded. If the growth. 
be stunted, spray with a colution of sulphate 
of iron at the rate of a quarter of an ounce, 
to 1 gallon of water. Wild cherries, bullaces, 
sloe-bushes, and above all the common Laurel,. 
should not have places near stone-fruit trees.'' 

McAlpine, after- describ~ng the disease 
says:-"If the _lim'bs which have lost their 
leaves are promptly shortened back, . nd the .. 
bark split with a sharp knife down to the 
trunk, the gum fiow may be almost entirely 
prevented, the degree of success depending 
largely upon Jhe promptitude with which this. 
i~ done after the first danger signal-the fall 
of the leaves. The primary object of the 
treatment is pre:v,ent the deposit of gum. 
in the vessels, which, if extensiv:e, is followed. 
by the disorganisation of cell walls and forma
tion of gum poCkets, conditions always serious. 
and generally fatal to the branch or even the 
whole tree. 

Even when the gum flow is extensive, re-. 
lief may often be afforded by the adoption of 
these measures. In Several cases under ob
servation trees subjected to no special treat
ment died outright in about two years, wh:le 
very numerous cases hav_e been successfully 
treated in the manner indic~ted." 

Hendrickson .says:-"T·his is a bacterial 
disease, characterised by cankers which usual
ly .produce gum abundantly on the trunk and· 
branches. The cankers live from year to year,. 
killing the branches they girdle and forming
a source of infeCtion from which the disease: 

(Continued Page 15, Col~ 2:) 
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CONTRACT BLOCK 
WORKING 
---:o:--

OBSERVATION ON MURRAY VALLEY. 
PRACTICE 

ECONOMICAL USE OF IMPLEMENTS 

{By D. V. Walters, M.Agr.Sc., M.I.A. Soils and, 
Jr·rigation Extension Service.) 

The contract system of working irrigated 
horticultural farms has been developed to a 
high degre_e in most Murray Valley districts. 
'The trend is towards the use of mo_re powerful 
tractors, larger implements and special im
plements for special job(:>. The -contract sys~ 
tern seems to have had its origin in some dis~ 
tricts :n the use of such specialised im,plements 
as rotary hoes and seed drills, i:n others in the 
use of ti·actors, when most wo-rk was done by 
horses. Drilling in seed for green manure, 
rotary hoeing in green manure and prunings, 
bordeaux spraying, and cultivat:on or discing 
by tractor, Lave been done for 10 or 15 years. 

CONTRACT CONDITIONS 

Lauer Bros., of Nyah own two garages and 
operate most of the motor haulage in that dis~ 
trict. They are agents for tracto.rs and imple~ 
ments and often did special jobs under con· 
tract conditions for the settlers. The Work, 
however, was rather unorganised in that the 
contractors only set out to meet the day·to·day 
demands. I:n .1937 Lauer .Bros. organised a 
:separate colllJlany· which offered to grow-ers .a 
complete programme for carrying out all cul~ 
tivatio-n operations in a vineyard, from sub
_soiling with a track type .tractor to berry·hoe
ing with a s:ngle horse. 

At this time they quoted the various jobs 
.at so much p-er acre. The total spraying, green 
manuring and cultivation 

1
p!I'ogramme co-st 

.about £5/10/ per acre. Mr. A. C. Ileighway, 
a grower of Woorinen, orga·nised the business 
in that district and has supplied many ideas 
for the improvement of the contract wo-rking 
system. The idea was most successful and 
received ,an impetus with the war, when a 
number of tlie old "digger'' settlers returned 
to the army or went into munitions. ~-No jo-b 
.on a farm was refused, a:nd picking, pruning; 
and even irrigating were carried out on a 
con tract basis. 

MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 

At ,IJ1resent Mr. Heighway, now returned 
from his second war, is o-rganising a company 

-"to improve the efficiency of the system, Fif
te-en settlers have each subscribed money to 
buy sufficient plant to work 500 ac-res of vi·ne
yard, The plant will include one large and 
two medium tr ck type tracto-rs , two medium 

-tractors on rubbers, two rotary hoes, four rigid 
tyne and three tandem disc implements, two 
sp1·ays and two drills. 'The com

1
IJ.any will have 

~ts own repair shop. 
The heaviest soU in the Murray Valley is 

:found in the Woori-nen district, and costs are 
necessarily higher than in other districts. It 
is planned to charge 13/6 per hour for tractor, 
implements and operator, exce_pt for rotary 
hoeing at 15/. The hourly charge is found 
to be more equitable than the per-acre charge, 
and allo-ws the grower to nominate the quality 
o-f the job he wants done. 

Value of Tractors 
Mr. C. M. Ayling; of Barmera, ,bought a 

fru:t block in 1927, which he saw would return 
him for some years too small an income, so 
he put his remaining capital into a tractor and 
looked around for contract work .. The demands 
grew and it was not long before he was oper
ating several tractors .and buying more -im~ 

plements. At ,present he has tractors, all on 
rubbers and of medium power (20-30 h.p.) The 
FO Is of the district are· all very sandy and 
haulage is much easier than in the M.I.A. 
'There aro two rotary hoes for attachment to 
:tractors, used for ·chopping up the green 
manure and cuttings from the vfnes. 

Fertiliser spreaders JlUt the manure into 
-deep bands, and fmrowing-out attachments are 
hauled beb.ind in the one operation. Tandem 
discs are used in spring while there is still 
tl'ash in the soil. but rigid tyne implements at
tached to the tractor with a quick~change 
device are used later in the season for cultiva
tion a·nd furrowing out. At present Mr. Ayling 
does all cultivation work for 120 to 150 blocks 
or an average size of 20 acres. He has his 
own repair sbo_p. where he and one assistant 
keep the plant in order. 

Production and Distribution 
1944 Dried Fruits' Crop 

The following statement has been issued by Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman of 
the Commonwealth Export Control Board:-

Although it was the highest on record,. the 
whole of the 1944 crop of Currants, Sultanas 
and Lexias has been sold. The .aGtual quantity 
produced in_ Australia in 1944 was:-

CURRANTS . . . . . . 25,2,73 T'C'NS 
SULTANAS 68,251 TONS 
LEXIAS . . . . . . 10,670 TONS 

The best previous 
the production was

CURRANTS 
SULTANAS 
LEX IAS 

104,194 TONS 

year was 1940, when 

2.4,798 TONS 
62,035 TONS 
8,739 TONS 

95,572 TONS 

68,625 tons of the 1944 production was sold 
overseas, and the balance, 35,569 tons, •remained · 
in Australia. The United Kingdom received 
44,560 tons, Canada 16,000 tons, Ceylon 850 
tons, New Zealand 6,760, and 455 tons was sent 
to other destinations. The difficulties insep-. 
arable from the ex:port of this large quantity 
of fruit in wartime were overcome by . the 
splendid efforts of the Exporters, the Packing 
Houses, the Shipping Agencies and the Railway 
Authorities, to all of whom we express our 
appreciation. 

OVERSEAS PRICES 

In all oversea markets the fruit was sold 
at substantial advances on the prices realised 
in 1943. Because of the rise in Growers' and 
Packers' costs, it W1as necessary for. the Bx· 
p·ort Control Board to s.ecure these increases. 
It is interesting to note that to the United 

APRICOT GUMMOSIS-!Cont. ifrom Page 14 

spreads. Foliage o-n diseased branches is 
yellowish in colour, and later turns brown .-and 
dies when the branch is girdled. 

The best known methods of control con
sist i·n removing the badly~diseased limbs, and 
scarifying and disinfecting the small cankers 
with a mixture of mercuric cyanide and mer~ 
curie chloride, 1 part each to 500 parts of 
\Vater. This should be done in the fall, before 
the first rains, and should be followed by a 
thorough inspection in the spring to find any 
cankers overlooked the previous autumn." 

Samuel.-In a report published on 15th 
A:pril, 1933, in the Journal of Agriculture, says: 
-"From what I have seen in the field and 
from the results of the cultural work, 'I feel 
convinced that Gummosis or ''die-back" of 
apricots, as it occurs in the lower northern 
fruit districtS, . is definitely due to a fungus, 
which gains entrance to the limbs through 
wounds and which invades the woody tissues 
of the branches at a rapid rate, probably ad
vancing several feet, up and down, a lim'b in 
a few months. I consider that it should not 
be- a -very difficult disease· to get rid of if the 
right methods ar.e adopted." 

CONCLUSION 

in view of the foregoin_g- and the serious~ 
ness of the situation on be1Y8Jf of the growers 
and of those to follow, I aSk, nay demand, an 
intensification of research before the diseas.e 
octupus·Iike stretches forth its tentacles and 
engulfs the industry. I refus.e to subscribe to 
the theory that no cure will be found, nor that 
it cannot be found .quickly, but nothing short 
of a-n officer's (or more) whole· time being de
voted to it. will suffice. If it be that money is 
holding it up I am certain the industry would 
find it, or if it bE; land that too can be sup-pli
ed. I do not blame the research officers for 
failure to find a cure, but I do blame the grow~ 
ers (myself included) for- letting this matter 
drift as they have. Even to·d.ay officially ·the 
Gover-nment knows nothing of the trouble. 
Twelve months ago when Mr. Rudall was ask
ed to arrange a Parliamentary inspection, he 
replied ''I have never heard of it, -why did 
you not tell me about it before." Let this 
trouble then not go to sleep again, but every~ 
one do his bit to wipe out the disease. 

Kingdom, our best oversea market, dried vine 
fruits were sold by Australia in 1944 at prices 
which represent an advance of 48?E per cent. 
for Currants, 30 pe,r cent. for Sultanas, and 20 
per cent. for Lexias on those received ii+_ the 
United Kingdom in the years immediately pre
ceding the war. 

PRODUCTION COMPARISON 

'The following summary of the annual pro
duction and distribution of Australian Cur
rants, Sultanas and Lexias during the five war 
years and five ;pre-war ye.ars, discloses the ex· 
pansion which has taken place:-

Production Export Retained 
in 

Australia 
Tons Tons Tons 

Annual average 
(years 1940, 1941, 
1942, 194,3 and 1944) 92,369 68,223 24,146 
Annual average 
(years 1935, 1936, 
1937, 1938 and 1939 73,136 56,386 16,750 
Average annual 
increase during 
past fi've years 19,233 11,837 7,396 

The marked increase in the war-time de
mand for dried vine fruit in Australia is shown 
by the fact that in 1939 the quantity retained 
here was 16,97.21 tons, whereas in 1944 there 
was made .available for Service and civilian re
quirements in the , Commonwealth the· very 
large quantity of 35,569 tons. 

S.A . DIUED FRUITS' BOARD 

January Meeting 
The South A ustra1ian Dried Fruits' Board 

held its first meeting for the year on the 2\\th. 
Janua·ry, 1945, when several matters of impo1·t~ 
ance in addition to ·the usual routine business 
were discussed, and dealt with. 

The A.D.F.A. proposal for the classification 
of Lexias was discussed at considerable len.~th, 
and it was finally agreed to defer reaching a 
decision until the next meeting of the Board. 
In the meantime, the views of other interests 
be obtained·. 

DRAWBACK FRUIT 

In regard to Drawback fruit, the Secret:uy 
(Mr. W. N. Twiss) reported on certain instances 
of growers having received excesses on tbe pre· 
scribed allowance for Drawback fruit, and sub· 
mitted correspondence with the- growers con
cerned. It was agreed that the Board issne a 
circular to an packing houses drawing atten
tion to the Tegulation, setting out the conditions 
under which Drawback is allowed, and a~l;;:ing 
for the co-operation of packe-rs in applying this 
regulation. 

UNDIPPED DRIED GRAPES 

The memorandum of the Secretary on the 
matter of co-ntrol of undipped dried grnpes for 
submission to the Consultative Committee was 
approved, subject to certain amendmEOUts, ·and 
the Secretary was directed to prepare a seper~ 
ate report on the classification of ·prunes for 
consideration by the Board. 

It was agreed to continue for the 1!l45 
season for Door·Classification Plan in the Ren
mark area, and Mr. P. J. Leighton was appoint
ed supervising grader. 

INSPECTION STAFF 

Advice was Teceived from the Department 
of Commerce and Agriculture of the personnel 
of the inspection staff for the 1945 season, and 
these were appointed Board Officers for the pur~ 
poses of the South Australian Dried Fruits' Act. 

,A numb8'r of assessments of the annnal 
contribution for the season 1944 were approYed 
and the financial statement to date was adopted~ 
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EXPORT CONTROL BOARD 
W.A. and N.S.W. Election Results 

As 'a resu!t of the elections held in January Mr. L. B. O'Donnell and Mr. 
H. V. Foster were elected to the Dried Fruits Control Board as grower represen
tatives from New South Wales and Western Australia respectively. 

In New South Wa1es the voting was: L. B. O'Donnell !57,]. ]. Murdoch 
103, informal2; in WesternAustralia, H. V. Foster 191, F. H. Yeates I 15. 

The election, in each case, was conducted 
by postal ballot, _,closing at noon on Saturday 
last. In New South 'V-ales approximately 50 
per cent of the growers enrolled exercised their p S t w 
franchise. The New South Wales seat bad been 0 "' a r 
previously held by the late Mr. Lachlan McLeod, 
of Cu•rlwaa, who died in June last. It wa-s de- R • 

. cided not to hold an_ election to fill the vacancy e c 0 n s t r u c t 1 0 n 
for the unexpired SIX months of the late Mr. 
~IcLeod's term, but to fill the vacancy when the 
grower representativ.es in the other States were 
being elected. 

CURLWAA RESIDENT 
The newly-elected growers' repTesentative 

for New South Wales (~fr. L. B. O'Donnell) 
b a resident of Curlwaa, and nominated in re
svonse to numerous requests from Curlwaa and 
other district growers. Mr. O'DonneH has been 
a grower on the Curlwaa irrigation area for 
the past 20 years, and is well known through
out the other dried fruits settlements in New 
-south ·wales. 

In addition to being a membeT of the New 
South Vi-7ales State Dried Fruits Board, Mr. 
O'Donnell has been chairman of the Curlwaa 
branch of the A.D.F.A: for many years, and 
has, for the· past six years, been chairman of 
the Federal Council of the A.D.F.A. Until he 
retired in December last, Mr. O'Donnell was an 
alderman of the VVentworth .Ylunicipal Council, 
representing the Culwaa ward. He is also a 
Director of the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Coy. 
Ltd. 

1\fr. J. J. Murdoch, who was nominated by 
members of the Coomealla F':ruitgrowers' Pro
gress Association, and the Coomealla branch of 
the A.D.F.A., is the President of the Coomealla 
Progress Association. 

In Western Australia, the retiring member 
()..fr. H. V. Foster) has been elected. At the 
elections held two yea·rs ago, .:\:Ir. Foster defeat
ed the retiring member, :VIr. Yeates, whose son 
was Mr. Foster's unsuccessful opponent at this 
election. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

---:o:---

DECEMBER MEETING 

The :final meeting of the S.A. Board was 
held on the 21st December, 1944, when several 
important matters were dealt with. Further 
considerat'on was given to attempts at un· 
lawful trading, and it was noted that a con
viction had been secured in the case of a 
Storekeeper in a Country town for selling 
prunes unlawfully purchased from a grower 
whose identity- could not be established. ~In 
other instances ar:1propriate action had been 
taken. 

MURRAY VALLEY CONFERENCE 

, The Deputy Chairman (Mr. F. M.- Mc
Millan) reported that in company with the 
Secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) he had attended 
the Conference at Murray Bridge on the 8th 
December, 1944, of representatiVes of all in
terests in Murray Valley development and ·he 
referred briefly to the resolutions p-assed. He 
further stated that it was pro,IJosed to make 
available to all delegates to the Conference 
copies -of the proceedings. 

PACKING HOUSE REGISTRATIONS 

Thirty-five applications were approved for 
renewal of Packing House registrations, as 
well as twelve a,p,plications for renewal of 
Dealers' Reg:strations. An application for the 
transfer of a Packing Registration was also 
granted. 

Assessments for Annual Contribution for 
1944 were approved iu respect to three packing 
houses and other routine- and financial mat
ters were disposed of. 

Rehabilitation Of The 
Motor Industry 

At the invitation of the Secondary InduS
tries' Commission appointed by the Ministry of 
Post ·war Reconstruction, the Federal Chamber 
of Automotive Industries bas recently submitted 
vroposals for· the rehabilitation of the Motor 
Industry. Recognising the necessity for the 
industry to make the largest contribution to 
post-war employment, and to provide adequate 
rransport .at the lowest possible eost;- the 
Chamber has made a detailed and exhaustive 
~tudy of the factors involved. 

Regard is paid to the Government's express
ed desi'l·e to encourage in Australia the manu
facture of as much of the motor vehicle as is 
~'conomieally practicable; but in no circum
sttmces should any policy of manufactnre bE" 
vursued that may have the effect of increasing 
the prices at which vehicles can be made avail
able to Australian users. 

In its proposals the Federal Chamber lays 
great emphasis on the necessity for revising :tll 
forms of restrictive taxation, limiting the wide
spread use of motor transport. It is pointed 
out that all transport is complementary and not 
competitive, whether it be by air, road, rail, 
Ol' sea; it is vital to the trade and commerce 
of the whole continent as well .as to its national 
security. Everyone is entitled to make use of 
the form of transport most convenient to his 
needs, pa<rticularly that section of the com
munity engage~ in rural occupations. 

Immediately .after hostilities cease, and for 
a period of two years thereafter, a retul'n to 
the pre-war 'status quo' (but with the elimina
tion of import quotas) is <recommended. Al
though supplies of vehicles from overeas will 
undoubtedly be limited, .Australia with her vast 
distances and expanding economy should strive
to obtain as many as possible, so ensuring the 
greatest volume of immediate employment and 
distribution to overtake urgent civil needs. 'l'his 
policy will provide ample time for the t,ask of 
tooling up on items which may be selected to 
increase the .Australian content. 

Stress is laid upon the desirability of re.. 
taining the inherent character Of in'dl.Yidual 
makes in order to maintain the greatest spre!id 
of employment, the Chamber holding the view 
that rigid standardisation and any policy of 
limiting types could have seveTe re:Dercus5ions 
on existing local manufacture of components. 
thus causing unemployment, and tending to
wards centralisation instead of decentralisati.on 
of industry. ~ 

The question of relative costs of production 
is covered in the Federal Chamber's pi·oposnh<, 
attention being drawn to the advantages held 
by overseas countries enjoying a voluine that 
Australia cannot hope, for some con:;:idm·able 
time, to approach. 

In all its deliberations, the Federal Cham
ber has assumed that the preferential tariff con
cessions enjoyed by the BTiti-sh Empire will be 
retained. 

Finally, the Chamber recommends that at 
the expiration of the period of two years of the 
'status quo,' a new t.arlff schedule (of which 
full details are submitted) should be introduced, 
having for its ol)ject the encouragement, by _a 
system of tariff concessions, of progressive in
creases in the Australian content of motor 
vehicles. 

CoomeaH a Branch 
A.D.F.A. 

Annual Meeting and Election of 
Officers 

Mr. ]. ]. Murdoch presided at a 
well attended annual meeting of the 
Coomealla Branch A.D.F.A. His re
port was:-

As has been the case since the Government 
control of foodstuffs, the activities of the com
mittee ha v.f been somewhat curtailed, but on 
the other hand have allowed its interests to be
directed to matters nearer home. 

DIRECTED LABOR 

A sub-committee was formed to distribute 
directed labor locally, and thus save a lot of 
travel by growers to 1\fildura. Our thanks .are 
due to .iWr. Colley for the very active part he 
played in this matter, a;nd it was due mainly 
to his efforts that sufficient labor was obtained 
for our district. The growers' co..operation in 
tl:.is matter 1vas ·also .evident in that, fn only 
two or three cases was suitable accommodation 
!lOt available. 

This was brougbt before the growers in the 
last Annual Report, and I again stress that,. 
"''here accommodation is lacking, it be given 
serious consideration. 

POST-WAR PROBLEMS 

The branch was represented at all district· 
and executive meetings, and also at the Annual' 
Conference. \\r:ith a turn for the better in the 
war situation, more consideration will be given 
to post-wa·r problems, such as the methods for 
irrigation, reconstruction of vines, etc., and any 
suggestions along these lines will be welcomed 
by youT committee. 

FINANCE 

The finaneial position- of the braitch remains 
sound, as shOVi'n in the balance sheet, and the· 
follo\Ying donations were made throughout th€' 
year to district organisations. Viz:-

Progress Association . . . . £11 1 9 
Junior Farmers' Club , . . . 5 0 0 
Public Hall . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 0 
Tennis Club . . . . . . . . . . 12 0 0 " 
Base Hospital, Mildura . . 3 S 0 
CnTlwaa Poultry Club . . . . . . 2 2 0 
Wentworth P. & C. . . . . . . 10 0 0 
The chairman concluded by expressing the-· 

branch'•s thanks to Mr. H. Evans for his able-
representation on the Labor and Conciliation 
Committee of his appreciation of the commitee'S· 
loyal support during the year. 

OFFICE-BEARERS 
The following office-beaTers were elected:

Presid.ent.-.J. J. Murdoch. 
Secretary.-J. W. Bailey. 
Committee.-R. C. A. Lawson, J. Trebilcock,. 

G Hillier, H. S. :YlcDonald, E. Keenan, F. Dun
can. 

Delegates to District Council.-J. J. Mur
doch and J. W. Bailey. 

Delegate to Federal Council.-J. J. Mur-
doch. · 

Committee for Harvest Labor.-J. J. MuT
doch, R. C. A. Lawson, H. Evans, J. W. Bailey 
and E. Keenan. · 

PUT AN fNDJNG 
TO NtfDLESS 
SPfNDING 

;..., i&'-., 


