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T E ASSOCI Tl N 
CSIRO TO INVESTIGATE PROCESSING PROBLEMS 

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE SOUGHT fOR GROWERS 

Below we set out a brief resume of the matters dealt with at 
the August meeting of the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. 
In other pages more complete reports on various items ore. set out. 
Absei'lt from the meeting were Messrs; P. Malloch and 1.. IS. O'Don
nell who hove been granted leave of absence while acting for the 
Industry in the negotiations on prices with United Kingdom 
officials. 

SUPPLIES 
The Board, having been informed that its 

decision to oppose the replacement of the 
existing bounty system to Australian manufac· 
t::1·~r.i ~f tractors by to.riff protection-had been 
brought to the notice of those Federal Mem~ 
bers of Parliament representing producing 
areas, decided that the Association's attitude 
shOuld. be placed before 'the Tariff Board. 

Vlith a view to.- keeping the cost of sulphate 
of ammonia to growers at an absolUte mini
mum, it was decided that the General Secre
tary should investigate the extent of imports 
and local production with their relative costs 
and subsidies, if any, and report to the Board 
at its next meeting. 

PR-ODUCTION 
The estimated pack at the 14th Augo.J.st, 1950, 

compared with estimates at the time of the 
last two Board meetings, showed that the total 
tonnage had continued to drop. Whereas at 
the 19th April, 1950, the pack was estimated 
at 65,700 tons, and at 16th June, 1950, showed 
58,190 tons, the latest pack estimate indicated 
57,594 ons. Tonnages, analysed by States and 
varieties, were shown to be:-

State of . . 
Production. Currants. Sultanas. Lexias. Ttl. 
Victoria & NSW 

(River Murray) 
South .A,ustralia . 
NSW (MIA) .. 

7,096 
3,713 

West. Australia . 1,517 

37,340 
4,720 

198 

2,672 
278 

60 

47.108 
8,711 

1.775 
----------------

12,326 42,258 3.010 57.594 

Reporting on the action by the Board in 
the matter of frost prevention, the Secretary 
stated that a further 500 copies of the Associa· 
tion booklet, "Frost Control in the Dried~ 
Fruits Areas" (by King) had been distributed 
to growers. 

Satisfaction was expressed that the Post
master~General, following representations 
made· through the ADF A and- Mr. Winton G. 
Turnbull, M.H.R., had decided that the exist
ing system of frost warnings throUgh local 
telephone exchanges should continue. 

PROCESSING 
A report prepared by Mr~ R. E. Morse, Elec

trical ai;Ld -MeChanical Engineer ·-of CSIRO; 
outlining the methods- which he recommended 
should be: adopted to improve .the processing 
methOds of packing houses, and a- copy of a 
letter forwarded: to C.S;I.R.O. embodying. the 
views of the ADFA sub-committee, were sub· 
mitted for consideration .. Mr. Morse,_ by_ invi· 
tation, visited the lloard · meeting and dis· 

cussed at some length the lines on which it 
was felt research could be undertaken. As a 
fair amount of research had been undertaken 
by packing _hoUses at Mildura,_ it_ was _ recom~ 
mended to Mr. Morse- that he might viSit the 
Sunraysia area at an appropriate time to 
investigate the experiments undertaken, and 
to recommend the Iine.s on which future ra. 
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i INSURANC~ AGAiNST FAILL 
i IN EXCHANGE 
~ Appreciation wa.s expressed by the 
: Board of Management recently at the 
• action of the Export COntrol Board in 

again meeting the cost of purchasing 
forward exchan-ge rate. The payment 
y.~as made from reserves held to meet 

contingencies, and has so saved a special 
charge being made against the crop by 
exporters. 

' ... , ................. , ................... , ... ~ ... ".,.,. ... ., ................... ,. ...................... ,., 
search should be followed both by his organi· 
sation and, under his supervision, by packing 
houses. It was anticipated that Mr. Morse 
would be able to make his visit towards the 
end of September. (See details overleaf.) 

It was. agreed to invite Mr. -F. Weatherburn, 
of Red Cliffs Co-op. Packing Co. Ltd., to join 
the A.D.F.A. sub-committee, and to ascertain 
from the South Australian Packers' Associa
tion if they would like to nominate- a repre· 
sentative. 

GRAD~ FIXING 

The Chairman reported on a visit. he had 
made to the Victorian Dried Fruits Board in 
regard to the grade -standard set for M.F. 
Sultanas, when he sought their co-operation, 
and that the other State Boards, to :agree to 
greater ·Ieiliency by inspectors, without, hoW· 
ever, suggesting a gen-eral lowering of stan
dards. He had pointed out that if the Com· 
monwealth market was to receive its full 
requirements of fruit this year, it would seem 
that some leniency was necessary, due to the 
greater proportion of this season's fruit not 
being of crown grade. Members of the Vic· 
torian Dried Fruits Board had given sympa
thetic consideration to his suggestion, and felt 
that the best course to adopt_ was tp reque_st 
the Grade- Fixing Committee, which repre
sented the State- Boards; the Department ·or 
Commer:Ce,_-and the ADFA; and Which had ·set 
the present grade for M.F. Sultanas, to meet 
and ·consider- a, new ·grade. The State ·Board 
indicat-ed that it: would endeaVour to arrange 
a meeting- o.f- the Grade_ Fixing Committee. 

A . re_po-rt of this .meeting _appears· in_ this 
issue. 

PRICE 3d. 

CTIVITIES 
DELAY IN FINAL PAYMENT-

It was brought to the notice of the Board 
that growers· had complained that due to late 
finalising of the 1949 season's account sales 
some packing houses were holding appreciable 
cash balances in the- pools which could well be 
distributed to growers. It was decided to cir· 
cularise packers as follows:-

'That the question of the late finalising of 
account sales of the 1949 fruit pools having 
been discussed, the Board were of the opinion 
that packing houses should not hold any undue 
balances in the pools pending completion of 
distillery fruit and other sales." 

S.A. PACKERS QUERY DIFFERENTIALS 
Consideration was given to a communica· 

tion from the S.A. Dried Fruit Packers and 
Agents' Association that the differentials set 
by the Board of Ma:nagement for Sultanas 
bet-ween 1-crown a:nd _p;taiT,l)':L':l!l __ Plain fu"tdj\ILF •. , 
were too low. After <in investigation of the 
basic calculations on which the Board had 
fixed the differentials, it was satisfied that 
they were correct, for the established prin~ 
ciple that all grades of fruit _must bear t}J.eir 
percentage of export even if no export has 
been done for particular grades had been fol~ 
lowed. To achieve this principle for season. 
1950 a price which it would be likely to 
obtain for each grade involved from export 
markets if such grades were shipped had to 
be fixed, and the variations above and below 
1-crown in each grade in each market and the 
estimated percentage of fruit likely- to be sold 
in each market having been ascertained, the 
resulting total was found to approximate the 
differential fixed by the Board. 

ASSISTANCE TO GROWERS 
Messrs. J. H. Gordon and H. H. Goodman 

reported on the result of a visit by an ADFA 
deputation to the Victorian Premier, intro
duced by Messrs. N. B,?--rclay, -)1LL.A .. and C. 
E. _McNally, M.L.C., wlien the request for a 
grant to assist distressed :'growers; as ·sub· 
mitted to the previous government in power,, 
was ·renewed. 

The General Secretary referred to his two 
visits to Sydney seeking a grant from the 
N.S.W. Government on lines similar to that 
submitted to the Victorian Government. The 
first visit to the 19th July resulted in a depu~ 
tation, introduced by Messrs. J. A. Lawson, 
M.L.A., and Hon. T. Steele, M.L.C., and con
sisting of Mr. G. J. Evatt, Chairman of the 
N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board, Mr.- J .. Laughlin 
representing New South Wales growers. and 
the General Secretary interviewing the Min· 
ister for Agriculture, when an intimation was 
given that the deputation's request for a-_gr-ant 
ot £34,000 inclusive of living allowances for 
growers in necessitous ci-rcu~stan-ce_s would 
be:: passed to the Treasurer.- Eilquiries __ on· the 
second visit elicited the information that ·the 
matter was now with the N.S.W. Treasury, and 
later advices indicated that the .. request_ was 
still under consideration. 

SALil-i'GE: FRUIT 
The Chairman _gaVe _a resume -of: his :_discus~ 

sions with the Associated PaCkers at -Mildlira 
on-- the lQth August in r13gard_ to submitting 
details of the claim to the Federal. Govern· 
ment for salvaging rain-damaged fruit, and 
adVis'ed .t4at -a· letter- to 'the Federal _Minister 

-for .Commerce.and Agriculture setting out the 
_ relevant details and amount of. the claim. 
would be sent immediatelY~· 

/ 
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ASSOCiATION ACTIVITIES 
(Continued) IMPROVED PROCESSING METHODS 

NYAH BRANCH REQUESTS ADDI· 
TIONA!.. SUBSIDY 

Consideration was giv.en to two resolutions 
received from the executive of the Nyah 
branch ADFA, in which it was intimated that 
the subsidy of £15 per ton be made retro
spective to season 1949, and that such subsidy 
should be continued until the industry had 
been re-established. The Board, in carefully 
considBring these important resolutions, felt 
that in view of the protracted negotiations 
with the Federal Government, both on the 
question of subsidy, on a grant for rain-dam
aged fruit and on finari.cial aid sought by the 
Victorian and New South Wales governments 
to assist growers who were in necessitous 
circumstances, it would be advisable to first 
establish the principle of a cost of production 
guarantee, and that the resolutions submitted 
by Nyah branch ADF A executive, if submitted 
to the Minister for Commerce, might cloud 
the mtl.in issues which were vital to the in
dustry. 

CSIRO To Assist Packing Houses 

In earlier reports we have set out in the "News" aspects of 
the problem associated with eliminating foreign matter in !:he 
processed fr11it, together with that of the light washing of the 
fruit os it passes through the machine. Following a request to 
the CSIRO by the ADI'A, this organisation appointed o commit
tee of research officers to examine the matter. Below we set out 
o preliminary report by this committee, together with some com
ments by a sub-committee of the Boord of Management dealing 
with this matter. In his report Mr. R. N. Morse, Chief Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineer of the CSIRO stated the following: 

The matter of assistance to growers g·ener
ally and developments in th-e case for. com~ 
pensation for -salvage costs is dealt with more 
fully in this issue. 

APPRECIATION OF £A 
The General Secretary reported d-eV-elop

ments jn the campaign jointly undertaken by 
the Export Control Board and the ADFA 
against any appreciation of the Australian £, 
and advised that a booklet consisting of 
opinions of leaUers -of both primary and se~ 
condary industries :h-ad been distributed to the 
Prime Miuister, the F·ederal T·reasurer, aU 
members of the Federal and State ParHamen-ts, 
town and country newspapers, Stock Ex
chang,es, State Dri-ed Fruits Boards, Packing 
Hous.es, Chambers of Manufacturers, va-rious 
Commonwealth Governm-ent Departments_, 
Banks~ wheat and wool ·brok-ers, dairy sup
pliers, agricultural machinery, textile and trac
tor manufacturers. cann·ers, T-rades Unions, 
wineries and distilleries, wool buyers, -manu
facturers of w-ollens and W{)iSteds, exporters 
of -sugar, meat and fruit, and to all leading 
and initerested organisations through-eut Aus- :1 

tralia. In addition, the ADFA had participated 
in a broa-dcast over the national .-stati-ons. The 
BoaTd .deci-ded t-o ordflr 200 booklets of th-e 
complete broadcast for .distribution to Dis
trict Councils, Branches \and Fed-eral del-e-
gates. · 

PROT,EST AT 1NC,REASED WHARFAGE 
CHARGES 

I:t was advised that Dried Fruits which had 
aJ.w.ay:s been clas-sified as g-ener.ai .cargo ha-d 
no-w been -separately .classified by the associ~ 
ated shipping compan.i.es in :Sydney. with the 
res-ult that wharfage handling -charges f-or 
Dried Fruits w·ere .6/4 per ·CUbic ton, as against 
4/1 -per cu-bi-c ton for general cargo. It was 
~greed that a protest should :be sent to th-e 
shipping -compani-es_ at their action in which 
emp-hasis -was to -be mad-e that ev-ery increase 
in s-hippi-ng char.ges te-rided to div~rt the dis
tribution ·of Dried Fruits ·in Australia to other 
channel-s .of t-rans_port. 

Other matters dealt with in a long agenda 
covered distributing proble·m-s, r-egistrations, 
etc. It was decid-ed to again make an annual 
grant of £25 to the Save th-e Forests_ ·Cam
paign. 

The Committee appointed by the Executive 
to r-eport -on th.e requ-est from th-e Australian 
Dried Fruits Associati-on agreed that the im~ 
mediate problem was the development of three 
pieces of .equipment-

(1) A continuous washer; 
(2) A continuous drier, and 
(3) A devi-ce for removing foreign non-mag

netic matter -from the fruit. 
It was further agreed that there was room 

for improvement in other dii:ection§, but that 
the above pro;blems should be tackl-ed first. 

The development of the three pieces ot 
equipment .outHned above amounts to the. pre
paration of -designs and the building of pilot 
mode~s, which are tested, modified if neces~ 
sary, and finally hand.ed over to the user _for 
trials. Alth.ou,gh it would be ·impo.s-sible to 
describe -the :final form which -tbe;se :machines 
may assume, it might be helpful to describe 
how they would he d-ev-eloped. 

CONTINUOUS WASHER 

Whilst exi~ting practice in the washing of 
fruit immediately prior to packing is satis~ 
factory .up to a point, it is unsound to attempt 
to -wash and .dry the fruit in the -one o_p.eration. 
By s.eparating two processes in th-e .on-e 
machine this may be feasible, hut it would 
be ·b-etter to develop _first of all -a machine 
which will thor:ou,ghly wash the frUit .and 
r--emove an .tr_aces of dus_t. sand and organic 
matter with-out damaging the fruit. This ,d-Oes 
not appear to be very difficult, but in order •' 
to .obtain eonsi·stent r-esults, the moisture eon-- I 

tent of the fruit leaving the was-h-er .should 
be constant, and it is desirable that it be 
made adjustable over a fairly narrow r:<inge. 
The aim would -be to des~gn _ and produce .a 
full~size unit capable of handling 2.0 tons an 
hour, which can be demonstrated in one of 
the packing hous.es. 

CONTlNUOUS DRIER 
Here .the problem is to .design and -produce 

a _prototype -unit which will take the fruit 
immediately after it has been washed and 
remov-e the greater part of the moisture which 
is add-ed -d:uring the washing proces~::~4 . :I.t is un~ , 
likely that this -m-achine _co_Uld -b-ring the fruit 
to a lower mois-ture content than it had 
before reaching the wash-er, nor in- most cases 
is this d-esii'a·ble. How,ever, it is desirable 
that the :final moisture content of the fruit NOTES FROM THE BRANCHES 

_ _ . after lea-ving the drier should be adjustable 
Mr. Fadden G1ves Assurance .on £ VaJue. 1· within na.rrow limits. 
Follow. ing motions_ of concern at .the dan. -ger .· A _pr.elhninacy investjgati.on. indicates that 

to the ,dried fruits industry in any apprecia- · a Jl'!.-aehine using , warmed all' offers more 
tion of th<e £A, .sent to members of Parliamen-t chance of controlling the final moisture .con~ 
by the branches of the ADFA, -many replies t-ent, whereas one operaUp.g on the centrifugal 
hav:e been received. Of most interest is th-e principle might occupy less space but at the 
statement by the Federal Treasurer, Mr. Fad~ same tim-e would damage the fruit mor.e. 
den, to the Red Cliffs and Merbein branches, Clearly, -hoth these typ_es of machines should 
wh-ic-h wrot-e to every memb.er of Parliame-n-t be examined further~ and it would be neces
in Australia. In a letter to the memb--er for s:ary .to prepare preliminary _designs of two 
Mildura .(Mr. 'Barclay, MLA), who had taken altern-atives_ -before deciding which offers the 
the matter up at the request of the two most chall£e of su.ccess. Here again it would 
branches, Mr. Fadden said that ther-e would be -necessary to build a pilot mod-el, which 
be no precipitate move towards appreciation may or may -not .be a full-scale machine, .d-e
and th-at any mov,es which may be made in pending upon the type ultimately evolved, and 
the matte-r -would be only after all aspects then submit it to a user trial in .a packin~ 
of -national.eeonomy w-ere i-nvestigated and di3- -s-hed. Again it would be desirabl-e to inter-est 
cusaed. an equipment manufactur-er who w.ould be able 

At Coome.alia (N.KW.) the branch has been to take over the dev.eloped machine and pro· 
a-ssu~-ed :aimilarly in r-eply to its pmtest. At duce it in the nOOessary quantities for the 
the ann-ual meeting the following .committee ; _indu-stry. 
was elected :-Messrs. I. -Th-ompson, D. Bell, 
W. Pi-llar .and R. Lawson, for .two years, and DEVICE ·FOR REM-OVAL OF NON-· 

moved by air blast during various operations, 
but .sin.ce the stones are appreciably higher 
in density than the fruit, it is poSsible that 
they\_can be removed by an air blast ·separator 
which will deflect .the fruit and leav-e the 
heavier par-ticles. However, some mor-e in
f-ormation is necessary on relative densities 
b€fore any d.esign could be initiated. It would 
appear that this_ is not as important as the 
other two machines and could well be left 
until some progress has been made with their 
design. 

GENERAL 
Due to the work which has :been carri-ed 

out by Mr. Orton over the past few years, 
accurate data is now available on which the 
des~gn .of the first tw.o machines can be based. 
It is known, for instance, how much moisture 
is added d'uring th-e present washing processes 
and what the final _moistur-e ·content must be 
for subsequent satisfactory handling of the 
produ-ct. He is also in a position to state 
what are the most satis_factory agents t-o use 
for washing the control of mould, and clearly 
all the above development would have to be 
carried ·out in very close .collaboration with 
him. It would also ·be necessary to discuss 
with th-e A.D.F.A. how equipment -wh-ich ma-y 
be built btv ·om.· C.E.W. could best be given 
its user trials~ The A-ssociation may aiso have 
views on the subsequent manufacture of any 
e.quipm-ent which was found suitable. However, 
it would be premature to discuss these m-a-t· 
-ters in much detail before the general 
S(;hem-e was a-pproved and at least the haste 
principle of the design-s work-ed out. 

It is not unreasonable to -expect that the 
development cf these machines coul-d be -com
pleted within 12 months from the t-ime we 
were authorised to proceed at a ·cos-t of ap
proximately £2000. Howev.er, it is not pos
sible at thi-s stage to give any estimate of 
when sqch equipment could ·be supplied to 
the industry g-enerally, £-ince th-is would .de
pend on negotiations with :;u-it-abl--e _suppliers. 

COMMENT BY SUB·COM.MITTEE 

1.· Continuous Wft.Sher. This does not pre
sent any problem and we have machines 
in the industry which will do this job. 

2. Continuous Dryer. This does need 
investigation, but some progress has 
already been made, ru; our engineer has 
built for us a centrifuge, which we be· 
lieve will do the job. Mr. Orton has 
already inspected the machine, and in 
the first trial run it reduced· the added , 
water afte"r washing to o:9 p.c., which 
will be bettered wi-th further experience. 
We prefer the centrifugal method to the 
heat method if it can be done, and we 
think i-t can be done by the centri
fugal. 

3. Device fo--r Removing Stones. We have 
ideas on this matter, and we also have 
-staff and engineers and equipment whi-ch 
could construct trial units much cheaper 
than outside firms. We ther-efore sug
g-est that Mr. Morse should visit Mildura 
and meet the packers officially and di-s
cuss matters with us before any funds 
are paid over, except items of expenses. 

MR. MORSE TO VISIT MILDURA 

Mr. A. Cook, for .cme y.ear, MAGNETIC MATTER· 
The -chairman, !Mr. J. w. Bait.e:y, and the see- The -sman stones about the same si-ze as :! 

retary, Mr. -Jo J. Murdooh, -together -with :Mr. the fruit, ·and which a-r-e ab.out the :eame -oolor, 
H. 'IW~. form the executive, · are ..,.,cy difficult to detect 'i>Y the visual in· 
Me5S~ -Bailey -and Lawson -wer:e .a'Pl)ointed· . · s.pootion .and _obviously .. caDDOt be rem6Yed by j 

Mr :Morse has met the Board of Manage
men-t, when many a-spects were discussed • .aud 
it was a-rrang-ed that he viait the Packing 
houses with a view to examining. and probably 
making use .ot, ·existing tilant ·as part of the 
experimeDts "'""""" with the important view 
ot keeping .,.,.t,· to a minimum. .. ·--' d"'-tes to tile Mild....,. Di<ltriet Colwell <>t :w..agnet;e uparntors• Anything appreclaii>IY i 

tile JU)J'A.111ios .. c.p, ; •.• ;.· ? • _ ,, . , , ., lower Ill 4eDs1tY jbjm truit Is at llr....,nt re-
. 
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RAIN DAltiAGE 

Assistanee To Growers 
,, 

While the c:lse f©r some Goverl'lmellt assish:m<:e to gw~~>wers 
is :~ccepted by St11te Governm~mts col'lleerned es bei"'!ll a SO!.Ilirld o111e, 
it is !l.mfortlll'!ate tli11t it dto11id hillve to be m©Jde in a sees!l>n that 
broMght dis11ster to the I'IUBII'i'if Hooded are<~~s il'l sever<~~! States. it 
is W~nfort!lnate thd it sh10uid coil'ldde with !11r9Je Government 
budgetliry deficiencies-in :short very little is to be done os the 
res11it of the approaches. 

We set out some details of these approaches, 
toget_her with results to date. 

DEPUTATION TO NICTORIAN 
PREMIER 

An A.D.F.A. deputaition vi-sited the Vic· 
torian Premier (Mr. McDonald) on .the 17th 
August, 1950. The deputation conSisted of 
Messrs. H. H. Goodman and J. H. GOrdon 
(Board inembers), Mr. E. E. L1oyd (Chairman 
of the Mid-Murray Valley District Council 
A.D.F.AJ, Mr. R. B. Curtis (General Secre
tary), and Messrs. J. A. Conne-lly and H. A. 
Pillar (growers). The deputation was intro
duced by Mr. N. Barclay, M.L.A., and Mr. 
C. E .. McNally,_ M.L.C. The deputation reiter
ttted the previ-ous request for financial assist
ance to growers who, through a series of bad. 
-seasons, found themselves in dis-tressed cir· 
cumstances 

Following on the introductions by , lVIessrs. 
Barclay and McNally, when the plight of 
growers was referred to in general terms, the 
General Secretary reviewed the discussiDns 
which had taken pla.ce with the Government 
in power befo:::e the present one, and after 
this lVIr. E. E. Lloyd stated the· position of 
growers in the Nyah-\Voorinen area, where 
distress was acute. :Mr. H. H. Goodman sup
ported Mr. L~oyd in his statement~ and- em
phasised that the accumqla.ted losses of grow
ers o-ver the se:l'ies of poor seasons was the 
reason why the Victorian. Gcvernment was now 
being approached. Packing houses, said Mr. 
Gordon, had come to the end of their borrow
ing capacity, and he did not know how many 
growers would carry on unless the Govern~ 
ment gave financial assistance. The request 
now before the Victorian Premier was a real 
one, and wa.s most necessar-y. 

MARKET DENiED 

Mr. J. H. Gordon said that packing houses 
in the Mildura district had assisted growers. 
to the utmost, and that the increase in pack
ing houses' overdrafts was 75 p.c. above that 
<>f the previous year. A large number of 
growers ·.vere in debt to packing houses, but 
due to the harsh means test which had been 
applied by the Victorian Government, Mr. 
Gordon could not. see that Sunraysia growers 
would be eligible for a grant, although they 
lacked ready cash to carry on essential drain
age, trellising and other capital expenditure 
on their properties. Mr. Gordon, thought, 
however, that_ tlte financial position of such 
growers would make them eligible for an 
interest-free loan or a loan a.t a low rate 
of interest. - Mr. Gordon emphasised that 
when growers had had the money they had 
been unable to obtain essential niaterials, and 
then had found themselves loaded with a 
heavy rate of taxation, so that what cash was 
available to them had been taken from them, 

unable to come along then to send one of his 
Ministers, with responsible Departmental offi
cers, to investigate the position of growers 
personally. 

In. supporting the A.D.F.A. representatives, 
Mr. J. A. Connelly and Mr. H. A. Pillar made 
the point that returned servicemen were ones 
who had been hit Very heavily, and that the 
industry had had to pay wages higher than 
the basic wage in order to obtain labor _when 
definitely needed. 

PREMIER'S REPLY 

The Premier, in reply, said that whilst he 
realised the Unhappy and distdrbed position 
of the Dried Fruits Industry in Victoria, simi
lar conditions pertained to other primary in
dustries. He could find no record on the file 
of any promise to assist the industry to the 
extent of £125,000, which was one-half of the 
claim on the Victorian Government through 
the Hon. J. A. Hipworth at the time of the 
losses sustained by growers. The Premier 
said that he had not bee_n in office long enough 
for him to examine the financf.al position to 
give an answer to the request for a £250,000 
grant straight away, but he had £'.lready writ
ten· to the Federal Government supporting t;:te 
previou;:; request by Mr. Holway for :financial 
assistance, and 1_\,fr. J'vicDonald said that he 
was prepared- to give all assistance possible 
in line with other primary industries. If finan
cial assistance could 1m obtained from the 
Federal Government, he felt that he might 
be able to help growers, through the Rural 
Finance Corporation, with a loan, either in
terest-free or at a, very low rate of interest, 
but so far as a straight-out grant was con· 
cerned, h-e- felt that he. could not make any 
promises. Regarding the living allowance, he 
stated that he had been informed by the Min
ister responsible that 29 cases for assistance 
had been approved, that 36 cases were to 
.hand and were eligible, and that another 30 
cases were under review. 

Unfortunately Mr. McDonald could uot.make 
grants to growers who possessed assets, but 
he felt- that the loan, through the Rural 
Finance Corporation, would permit them to 
retain theirl existing a-ssets. 

In conclusion, the Premier said that he would 
continue to pay the living allowance beyond 
the two months te-ntitively set as an initial 
period pending a decision by the Fodera! 
Government as to whether financial assistarice 
would be provided through the Victorian Gov
ernmertt, for up to next harvest providing the 
growers concerned continued to work and cul· 
tivate their properties assiduously. 

3 

ACTION IN NEW. SOUTH WALES 

Supporting the case foi' New South Wales 
growers, particufarly those in the Goodnight 
and Koraleigh areas, where some £34,000 is 
considered the minimum amount required to 
enable these growers to carry on essential 
production work, the General Secretary of the 
A.D.F.A., Mr. R. B. Curtis, has maintained 
constant contact witll the authorities in Syd· 
ney and has wired the Premier, the Hon. J. 
IVIcGii·r, stressing the need for early action. 
Mr. Curtis has_ also made two personal inter
views with Departmental heads of the appro
IJriate bodies. 

The result of these contacts to date is that 
the following statement has been issued: 

The Under-Secretary of the New South 
\Vales Treasury has advised that, in answer 
to the application bY growers for financial 
assistance to permit them to live and to con· 
tinue cultivating their properties until next 
harvest; the Rural Bank of New South Wales 
has been authorised to make advances, with 
interest at the rate of li p.c. per annum, to 
growers who are in necessitous circumstances. 

C::onditions regarding terms of repayment 
and security to be taken will be at the dis· 
c1 etiou of the Bank, and each case will be 
dealt with on its merits. Growers who are 
desirous of taking advantage of this arrange· 
ment should apply to the Rural Industries divi
sion of the Rural Bank of New South Wales. 

FURTHER APPROACH 

Mr. Curtis reports the receipt of a letter 
from Mr. W. E-. Wattison, M.L.A., from which 
it is seen that an endeavor is being made to 
attain the same basis as promised in Victoria 
via an interest-free loan. The Jetter states: 

"I desire to acknowledge receipt of yours 
of the 28th August in which you convey to me 
your considered opinion of the reply received 
by me from the Premier of New South-Wales, 
the Hon. J. J. McGirr, M.L.A., tegarding assist
ance to growers in New South \Vales in 
respect of losses sustained by them during 
bad seasons. 

"I wish to inform you and the growers in 
New South VVales that I have again approached 
the Premier to reconsider the proposal and 
make adv:-:,nc-ss comparable to that of the 
Victorian Government at interest-free rate. 

''Immediately I am in receipt of further in
formation to my representatives I will advise 
you." 

CONDJT!OI\IS OF INTEREST-FREE 
LOAN? 

There seems some doubt about the condi
tions for the interest-free loan as far as a 
"means test" is involved. The "means test"· 
required for a straight-out grant is. such that 
the applicant has to be almost insolvent to 
qualify for help, the questionnaire requiring 
details of assets of all members of the family 
on both sides. 

Representations have been made to have 
this "means test" rest largely on the produc~ 
tive capacity generally, and enquiry is being 
made as to whether it is to apply to an 
interest-free loan. 

GROWERS SHOULD APPLY 

While the whole matte,;r is somewhat in the 
air and growers are loth to applY under the 
present conditions, it must be emphasised that 
the best way to find out is to make the 
application with a view to expediting the 
matter before the culmination of indebtedness 
come at the harvest period~ 

and that they had been unable to carry out 
II the capital expenditure so necessary for effi · 

cient production. Price control was another 
fa.ctor which had never permitted growers to 
obtain a return for their fruit which would 
perrilit them to put something aside for the 
lean years. In other words, everything 1had 
reacted against the growers obtaining sOme
thing to tide them over the poor seasons which 
they had experi-enced. Furthermore, the oppor
tunities. to e-xpand Com-monweal-th trad-e had 
been denied them ·by the Federal Government 
during the war years, and even after the 
close. of the war the position had been such 
that when the· industry; could hav-e sold 27,0{)0· 
tons. on. the: Commonwealth ma-rket., the· ton':' f~ 
n.ag-e· availabl-e, llad. tteen:. whittled down. to. r; 
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DRYING TRIALS-1950 SEASON 

Report 
~ 

of Processing Committee 

Weather conditions during the 1950 drying season were 
probably the worst the industry has ever experienced, and it was 
found necessary to modify the programme of investigations 
originally proposed. 

-------------~--------~~ 
~--~~-

BUlK HEATED DIP STAND & FIRE- BOX fo• OIL FIRED BURNER - -. ~ -

j 

~ .:;t~ 
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Less work was carried out on the removal 
<>f "green tinge" and on heated potassium car
bonate dips, and more on the control of fermen
tation and mould growth, than had been 
plan!fed. 

Investigations were carried 0ut on the fol
lcwing problems:-

1. The relative merits of various ~iipping 

oils including special sulphonated oil mix
tures, and the optimum amounts to use in 
dipping sultanas. 

2. The effect of sulphuring sultanas before 
dipping with the fumes of burning sulphur, 
regarding: (a) thR effect on color, flavor, and 
general quality; .(b) the removal of green 
tiuge; (c) the effect on drying rate; (d) the 
control of mould growth and fermentati::m. 

3. The bulk hot <lipping of sultanas includ
ing:- _(a) heating equipment; (b) the effect 
of -sulphuring prior to dipping. 

4. The effect of heating the usual cold dip 
mixture on the drying rate, amount of green 
tinge, and ~he qu?.lity of the resulting sul
tanas. 

5. The control of mould growth, fermenta
tion, avad Yinegar flies by: (a) sulphuring 
fruit prior to dipping; (b) sulphuring fruit on 
the racks; (c) incorporating fungicides or bac
teri9idefl in the dip mixture; (d) using a new 
type of hot dip containing sulphite. 

6. The effect of the age of the dip on its 
efficiency. 

7. Supplementary dehydration of fruit on 
racks. 

8. The relative merits of the modified tem~ 
perature (200 deg. F.) caustic soda dip, and 
the mixed dip in. the drying ot le:xias. ..:-i;:>..v,-

CS lR.O. M~RBf.lN 

RESULTS: 
Dipping Oi!s 

Drying rate trials showed that Mobil fruit 
dipping oil ga\e faster drying than 60 J)er cent. 
emulsified peanut oil when usee! in the cold 
dip for sultanas, and that the drying rate in
creased progressiYely as the concentra~ion of 
Mobil F.D. Oil \Vas inc1:eased from_.:)'pven pints 
per 100 gals. (0.8';5 per cent.) to 3?< g-1Is. per 
100 gals_ of dip. (3?!: per cent.). \-Vhen both 
ccst and drying rate are taken into account it 
is considered that 2 per cent. 1\-Tobil F.D. Oil 
should be used in commercial :;_JTactice t2 gals. 
per 100 gals. of potash). Dips containing this 
quantity have excellent wetting properties, and 
no additional wetting agent is nEcessaiy. 

Trials also showed that one particular 
brand of sulphonated butyl oleate was much 
more effective than Mobil F.D. Oil when used 
in the cold <lip for sultanas, It is hoped that 
this product may ultimately become available 
for commercial use. There are also good rea
scns for believing. that as a result of the know
~edge gained this season, it may be possible 
to make still better sulphonated oils. 

Sulphuring Before Dipping 
(a) The results obtained dul'ing the season 

have shown that .a number of factors affect 
the bleaching action of sulphur dioxide on sul
tanas, namely the degree of maturity of the 
fruit, the temperature, the degree of exposure 
to sunlight, and the sulphur dioxide \:Oncen
tration. 

Early in the season sulphuring for a period 
of 15 to 2.0 minutes vefore <lipping had more 
effect on color and flavor than sulphurmg for 
45 minutes late in :M:arch. In general. how
e-ver, initial sulphur dioxide concentrations of 
60 to 100 p.p.m. gave the best results. Higher 
concentrationS· had a markedly adverse effect 
on flavor. 

For a given initial sulphur·. d:Oxide concen~ 
tration, it was found that wheie bOt dips were 
used the- bleaching action was'~ :g{J:',eater than 
was the case with the (:Old dip. 

(b) The- trials showed. thit it was poss1bte 
to -remove '-'-green -tinge"·-by suit •. ble pre-sUl
phuring before _cold_Q_jpping the fruit, but that 
the method was far from fool-proof l:lecauSe 
of the number of variables inYolved. Where 
sulphuring is insufficient. a reddish brown prO
duct may 1·esu1t, while_ if the sulphur dioxide 
concentration is too high a light gvlden yellow. 
producf With an insipid flavor results. An 
initial sulphur dioxide -concentration of 60 to 
100 p.p.m. usually gave satisfactory results. 
Vilith the sulphur box used conCentrations of 
this order could be obtained with a sulphuring 
period ·of 20 to 25 minutes. 

(c) Drying rate tdals showed that light sul
phuring (831 p.p.m. S02) had no .apprBciable 
effect on the drying rate of cold ·dfpped sul· 
tanas, but that heavy sulphuring (234 p.p.m. 
S02) delayed drying appreciably. Heavy sul
phuring caused the berries to collapse un .. 
evenly, with a few large wrinkles instead of 
the usual large number of small ones, a!ld 
the pulp frequently had a semi-gelled consis· 
tency towards the end of the d-ying period. 

Bulk Hot Dipping Of Sultanas 
(a) It has been found possible to use the 

standard bulk cold-dipping equipment by suit· 
ablY bricking in the dip tank, and heating the 
contents with an oil-fired burner. (Blue prints 
are now available at the Research Station 
showing the method used in bric.king the dip 
in). The mechanical advantage of the wind
ing gear was halved by using only one of the 
pulleys in the block attached to the main hook 
instead of two, this giving twice the rate 'o! 
movement. 

In this way it was found possible to bulk 
hot dip 75 dip tins of fruit at a time with a 
period of immersion of 12 to 15 sees. It Was 
found that dip mixtures of the mixed or John
son dip type could be used provided the amount 
of caustic soda or caustic potash was adjusted 
to give the desired amount of cracking at the 
temp-erature used. In most cases however 
1 per cent. pot'assium r:arbonate was used plus 
caustic soda or caustic potash to g)ve satis
factory cracking with a dip temperature of 
180 deg. F. Provided the dip w,as kept well 
filled, reasonably uniform cra~king could be 
obtained. 

With the oil burner used it was possible to 
heat the dip from cold to 180 deg. F. in approx. 
g hours. Each load of 75 tins dipped lowered 
the dip temperatUre approx. 7 deg. F., while 
the temperature could be raised again at the 
rate of 1 deg. F. per min. It was- therefore 
theoretically possible to dip a load of 75 tins 
every seven· minutes. 

(b) It was found that by sulphuring the sul
tanas for approx. 10 to 15 mins. before bulk 
hot dipping, it was possible to use higher 
temperatures, and longer periods of immer
sion, without causing darkening. Presulphur
ing makes bulk hot dipping a promising com
mercial proposition as it is possible to obtain 
a desirable light color and a very fast drying 
rate, while green tinge is eliminated, and the 
sulphur dioxide content gives some protection 
against mould attack during 'bad weather with~ 
out being sufficiently high to spoil the flavor. 

In a trial at the Research Station pre-sul
phured bulk hot dipped sultanas were much 
better than unsulphured hot dipped or cold 
dipped sultanas during the worst weather ex~ 
perienced last season. The cold dipped fruit 
took at least a fortnight lOnger to dry and 
was darker in color. while the unsulphured 
hot dipped fruit also darktmed more, was 
stickier, and began to go mouldy, 

Heated "Cold Dip" 
The results of trials during the season were 

in agreement with those obtained ·previously, 
and showed that the drying rate obtained with 
the cold dip can be increased by heating the 
dip mixture, and that the amount of green 
tinge can be reduced. Investigations were 
restricted owing to the damaged condition o.C 
the fruit an.d the unfavorable drying weather. 

Control of Mould Growth, 
Fermentation and Vinegar flies 
(a) Trials carried out during. the season 

showed that by sulphuring sultanas in a sui~ 
phur box for about iJE to 1 hour, an appreciable 
measure of protection against mould growth 
was obtainable, but that fermentation was fre .. 
quently only slightly retarded. Sulphur dioxide 
concentrations of about 50 p.p.m. prevented ' 
mould growth, but concentrations of the order -
of 200 to 300 p."p.m. were· needed to inhibit 
fermentation. On the whole, however; sul· 
phuring before dipping appreciably reduced 
wastage as compared with ·controls which were 
not sulphured. 
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(b) Sulphuring the fruit on the racks was 
usually effective in arresting mould growth, 
but feme~1tation was only reb.rded by IJl'O· 
longed or repeated sulphuring because of the 
difficulty in getting sufficient sull)llur dioxide 
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by ad(U:ug sufficient caustic 
potash fro::n time to time un· I I I I I I I I I I 
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ti.l tl1e dip mixture gives the 

correct test. VVork on this 
into the fruit. 

(c) Further trials with fungicides showed " that when inc-or}Jorated in the dip mixture or 
rrsed :in a potash spray, Shirlan, sodium or I 'it 
]potassinm propio-nate, and sodium phenyl r;lle- &.,. ' 

nate gave some measure of control against 3 
'f'rastage. From the comn1ercial point r:f viBw :! 

--J;:edium phenyl phenate appears to be the most 
pron1.isi:J.g, as it is very effective-and relatively 
eheal). VVhen O'A per cent. ( 4 lbs. p-er 100 
gals.) is added to the cold C..ip, considerable 
1orotection against wastage is obtained at a 
~~ost of f1·om 5s. to 6s. per ton of dried sul
tanas. Hmvever, it will probably be nece-ssary I f5 
to remove any fungicide remaining 011 the skin , 
,ot the dried fruit by thorough washing, as is x. 
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the case with Shirlan. 
Propi-onates also gave a useful measure of 

control ·against v.rastage of fruit on the drying 
racks, and their commercial possibilities should 
be further investigated. 
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(d) Towards .the end of the season trials 
were carried out with a new type of hot dip 
containing 2 percent (110 lbs. per 50 gals.) 
sodium sulphate plus sufficient caustic potash 
to give satisfactory cracking at the dipping 
temperature (185 deg. F.). This dip applied 
approx. 200 p.p.m. of sulphur dioxide to· the 
fruit, mainly as a film on the surface, but 
some penetration occurs particularly where 
the skin is broken or cracked by the dip. 

caustic potash plus 2 to 3 percent (2 to 3 lbs. 
per 10 gals.) sodium sulphite and Mobil oil was 
very helpful in speeding up drying and com~ 
bating vinegar fly damage, particularly where 
the fruit :taU been sulphured prior to dipping. 

Vilhen used in conjunction with sulphuring _ • ,_ 
with the fumes of burning sulphur for _45 mi-ns. Effect of· Dmp S Age 
b-efore dipping, there is an app-reciable mea- Owing to the badly-damaged state of the 
sure of control against ·mould growth, fermen· fruit last season, cold dips b-ecame rapidly 
tation, and vinegar flies. The initial sulphur contaminated with sugar and acid, resulting 
dioxide content obtained by p-re-sulphuring in partial neutralisation of the potassium car
averaged ipprox. 100 p.p.m. distri-buted through bonate. The degree of alkalinity frequently 
the berries, while the d-ip applied- a further fell to a leVel where fermentation could take 
200 p.p.m. to the surface·. When cra"t:ke·d suffi~ place, when· the oil emulsion became unstable 
ciently, fruit treated in this manner had a and the oil separated. Dips in this condttion 
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During the last two seasons 
.. sun-drying methods have 
been far from satisfactory. 
Drying has often been slow 
and costly, wastage on tl1e, 
racks has been considerable, 
and it has been necessary for 
the !Jacking houses to furthe-r 
dry much of the fruit. During 
such unfavorable seasons, 
supplementary dehydration 
on the vineyard seems desir-
able. At the present time an 
Adelaide firm mal{eS a small 

wood-fired rack dehydrator. Trials were car~ 
ried out with one of these during the past 
season. It was found possible to finish drY· 
ing sultanas containing many "full" b-erries 
showing· no sign of wiltiag in 10 to 12 hours. 

The capacity of this dehydrator, 11owever, 
ii; too smaiT, as it dries only one or two panels 
of a rack at a time. The trials indicated: that 
a rack dellydrator with :five to 10 times this 
capacity would be of very great value wheu 
conditi-ons are satisfactory for sun-drying. 

Relative Merits of Caustic Soda 
and Mixed Dips for l.exias 

comparatively fast drying rate, and showed had greatly reduced efficiency, Dipping trials on lexias in which· the modi
much less wastage- than was the case with the It was f6und that fermentation could be pre- fied temperature (200 deg. F.-) caustic soda dip 
standard cold or mixed dips. It appeared to vented by adding caustic potash (or caus-ti-C was compared with the mixed dip, weTe re
be immune from vinegar fly attack for at least soda) to restore the original degree of alka- peated at the Research Station for the thtrd 
a week, and as a result of the-fast drying rate Unity. If a suitable test paper can be pre~ consecutive season. Fruit process-ed by the 
obtai-ned, vinegar fly damage was still very pared which will give- a color reaction at the caustic s-oda dip had th-e faster drying rate. 
greatly reduced. correct alkalinity (ph 11 to 12) it should be and for this reason was less affected by vine-

It was also found that a spray mixture con- possibfe for growers' to- maintain their- dips gar flies than that processed by the mixed dip. 
taining 3 to 4 percent (3 to 4 lbs. per 10 gals.) at constant alkalinity and maximum efficiency- Samples have- not yet been de-seed·ed. 
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addressed to.: The, .~ditor~ .... Australian Dried 
FruitS News/.' , vlCtoiia:. Rouse:, 46 , 'Queen 

·s~l:~'et, .MelQo.Urne, Victoria. · 
Telephones~ M.U. 4478. 
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All Branches of A.D .. F.A. are asked to· § 
forward items of Interest to the industry E 

: as a whole for publication in the 'News.' S 
''""''''''''''''''"'''''""''''''''''"""""';'"""'''"''"'"'"'"""'"""'"'" 

The B'oard of Management of the A.D.F.A. Is 
elected by the Federal Council of grower re
t=resentatives from the four producing States. 
The personel of the Board is:-

Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., Chairman, Rei1mark, 
South Australia; Messrs. P. Malloch and D. c. 
Winterbott-om, Mildura, Victoria; _J. H. Gordon, 
Red Cliffs, Victoria; L. B. O'Donnell, Curlwaa, 
N.S.W.; J. R. Jemiso'1, Ramco, South Australia; 
A. G. Watt, Greenmount, West Australia; H. 
H. Goodman, Nyah·Worrinen, Victoria. 

The folowlng Agents~ Reprasentattves attend 
in a_n advisory capacity:- Messrs. C. J. Ward 
and H. w. Newton. 

The General Secretary Of the Association Is: 
Mr. R. B. Curtis, F.F.I.A., A.C.I.S., 46 Queen 
Street, Melbourne, C.1. 

SEPTEMBER, 1950 

·what Of Our Soils? 

THE statistics for the Industry over 
the past six years do not make 

pleasant reading. The serious falling off 
in yield gives some concern. While 1t 
is realised that the elements and the 
shortage of labor, together with th~ 
denial of essential fertilizers during the 
war period, have done much to reduce 
the crops, the worrying query comes as 
to whether our soils are being injured 
via many causes. Everywhere, and par~ 
ticularly on other than the best land, 
there are indications of weakness both 
in soil and plant. It is all a challenge 
to our scientists who are aware of the 
problem. It is a matter for the alloca
tion of funds for more research. The 
orthodox methods of resea-rch seem to 
be outmoded and lagging. From over
seas publications come reports of agri~ 
cultural research into the effect of cos
mic rays on plantS1 investigation of the 
influence of the sun, the potential of 
vaccine treatment of sick plants together 
with other probabilities. There is a 
new era of research. In this issue of 
the "News'' an article by Mr Trullinger 
of the United States research organisa
tion affords arresting reading. 

Much is being done by our outstand
ing CSIRO, an instance of whlch is the 
amazing result of the addition of minute 
quantities of what ore known as 'minor 
elements' to what was non-productive 
land in South Australia. ' 

It can be done in our vinelands. and 
so the cha!le:nge of the query, "what 
of our soils?'' 

lllllllll!lllltOI!JS~Il""O:IOl!l"'""Oll!a""""" 0 ""'IO!IUMII .. UI!IIllllla!IIIII"""""'""""""~IOC!IIIIIOO!• 

A.D.F.A. EV!D!ENCE IN I 
WAGE CASE • 

DIGEST FOR 'jNEWS" 
On July 25th and 26th the ADFA evi

dence was submitted to the Arbitration 
Court by the General Secretary, Mr. R. 
B. Curtis, who was lal::er cross-examined 
at length. The evidence covered some 80 
pages, and the Cross-exafnination approxi
mately 20 more in the form of question 

• and answet", the whole making a very 
! comprehensive survey that is of great iii 
5 interest. The Board of Management has 5 
! asked Mr. Curtis to make a digest of i 
! file for publication in one_ or more issues !!i 
: of the uNews," and has congratulated him : 
E on the outstanding job of work. 5 . . . . .... ._ .......... .,_ ..... uama._..HIUfllllllll! .. HAllliiDIIll...aa 
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GRANT FOR SALVAGE. fRtJBT 

Case Stated To Minister 

Following heavy losses on fruit that could not be harvestecl, 
the high cost of salvaging a lllrge proportion of the crop delivered 
to the packing houses is of serious concern to growers. The matter 
has been taken a further step by the Board of Management of the 
ADFA and ot its last meeting the following letter was sent to the 
Hon. J. McEwen, MHR, Minister for Commerce and Agriculture. 

"It will be recollected that towards the end 
of May last this Association approached you, 
through Mr. \Vinton G. Turnbull, M.H.R., with 
a request for a Federal grant to assist growers 
who had salvaged rain-damaged fruitt and 
arising out of that request you were good 
enough to instruct Mr. F. H. Colbey, Chief 
Commonwealth Supervisor of the Department 
of Commerce, to proceed to the dried fruits 
producing areas in Victoria, South Australia 
and New South Wales to estimate the ton~ 
nage of the fruit which was being salvaged. 

"Since '~hat time packers have received 
extensive deliveries of salvaged fruit from 
growers, and at a meeting h~ld in Mildura 
on the lOth- August the Chairman and_ Gen· 
eral Secretary of this Association met packers 
from all the producing States to obtain a 
reasonably firm indication of the maximum 
damage involved and the average cost of 
processing. _ 

"The information obtained from this meet· 
ing shows that some 23,424 tons of fruit have 
been received by the packers and classified 
at the shed door as fruit subject to salvage 
costs, or are estimated to be on growers' 
blocks, and that the extra cost of processing 
in the packing houses would be £6/10/- per 
ton. 

"The assessment of the extra processing cost 
of £6/10/· created< considerable difficulty. 
Packers· were interviewed as to their indi· 
vidual costs, arid these ranged from £4 to 
£10 per ton according to the condition of the 
fruit handled. Consideration also had to be 
given to the extra costs incurred by growers 
on their drying greens. Altogether it is felt 
that tl)_e value assessed is ~ fair one for the 
extra cost of salvaging the fruit. 

"The tonnage referred to, which is based 
on receival weights by the packing houses, is 
analysed between Producing States as fol· 
lows:-
South Australia - River Murray 

3163 tons; non-irrigated area, 38 
tons . . . . . . 3,201 tons 

Sunraysia (both Victoria and 
NSW) . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,572 u 

Nyah-Woorinen (both Victoria and 
NSW) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,151 

21,924 
Tonnage estimated to be still on 

the growers' properties . . . . . . 1,500 " 

jlp.424 
·~ 

"This· tonnage, valued at the extra cost of 
processing, would involve- a sum of £152,250, 
which the Dried· Fruits Industry seeks from 
your Government in the form of a grant. 

"The tonnage of fruit on which a justifiable 
claim could be submitted was carefully exam· 
ined, and it was felt that all currants and 
sultanas which Could not be given a crown 
grade at time of receival, and lexias which 
were gra~ed 3-crown and lower, should be in
cluded. 

"It is realised that a proportion of this fruit 
v.·m not be capable of being salvaged, and 
that it will have to be disposed of finally to 
the distilleries at a price much below its 
·Sale value as dried fruits. This being the 
case, packers may not incur all salvaging 
costs (other than dehydation) on a proportion 
of the fruit, but the growers will have in· 
curred considerable extra costs on 'the drying 
green on the entire tonnage, so -that, in finalitY, 
the tonnage estimated and the calculated value 
of extra p:r.ocessing costs permits the submis· 
sian of a broad casis of a claim which closely 
approximates the overall extra costs of sal
vaging the iruit. 

It is appreciated that your Department will 
be required to check these figures, and they 
are given to you with this knowledge, and 
with the desire to assist the officers_ Of your 
Department in their investigations. Both this 
Association and packing · houses ate a.t the 
service of your Department's officers to ensure 
the correctness ~f the .tonnages. ···- ~--·--·- i. 

"It is desired to make quite clear to you 
that the extra costs of 12rocessing by the 
packing houses are ultimately charged to the 
grwers, so that finally the growers, in addition 
to incurring the expenses on the block of 
salvaging til~ fruit, are debited by the packing 
houses wii.ll the extra cost of -processing. Any 
grant m~de by your Government would be 
applied as a relief to growers and not to 
packing houses. 

"It is- suggested that in the event of the 
grant now -sought being approved, this Asso~ 
ciation could act in an advisory capacity as 
t{' the most equitable method of disbursing the 
amount allocated." 

BRANCH EXECUTIVE APPOINT
MENTS 

The following branches have app-ointed their 
executives for 1950·51 at Annual·General Meet· 
iligs- held for July and August:

Barmera.-Mr. R. G. Hallam (Chairman), Mr. 
C._ W. Till (Secretary), and Messrs. J. V. Foot, 
E, D. Sim·s, L. Treager, and C. B. McLaren. 

Berri.-Mr. F. H. Dixon (Chairman), Mr. A. 
G. Maddern (Secretary), and Messrs. H. H. 
Stone, C. Plush, W. H. Chilton, H. G. 1\l{)rti~ 
mer, and R. H. Curren. 

Bungunyah·Koraleigh.-Mr. J. G. Laughlin 
(President), Mr .. M. C. Wood (Secretary), and 
Mr. 0. Ward, 

crare.-Mr. W. H. Peena (Chairman), Mr. 
R. P. Shepley (Secretary), and MeSsrs. A. A. 
F. McAskill, P. H. Quirks, J. H. C. Buzacott. 
and L. J. Moyle. 

Curlwaa.-Mr. L. B. O'Donnell (Chairman), 
Mr. E. L. Watmuff (Secretary), and Messrs. 
J_ Primmer, L. S. Cumming, W. Smith, T. Hill, 
D. Paton, S. P. Taylor, and ·T. Middleton. 

Lake Boga and Tresco.-Mr. A. S. Codling 
(Chairman), Mr. J. R. Marvell (Secretary), 
and Messrs. \V. Crowe, W. B. Turner, and H. 
D. Kerr. 

Loxton.-Mr. A. Busbridge' (Chairman), Mr. 
J. G. L. Smith (Secretary), and Messrs. C. 
Tunridge, M. B. JoneS, R. Childs, and J. F. 
H. Fetch. 

Mid-Murray Valley District Counci!.-Mr. E. 
E. Lloyd (Chairman), Mr. "L. Bishop (Sec· 
retary, and Mr. A. Farrow. 

Non-Irrigated Council, Nuriootpa.-Mr. D. 
Farmer (Chairman), Mr. A. J. Chapman (Sec· 
retary), and Messrs. R. F. Trott and N. M. 
Gibson. 

Nyah Growers' Union. - Mr. A. Farrow 
(Chairman), Mrj K. Jones (SecretaT-y), and 
Messrs. E. Lewis, D. J. Athorn, F. G. Crane, 
F. Richardson, R. Harrop, C. R. McAlpine, 
W. Chew, C. N. Jackson, and C. Harrop. 

Woorinen.-Mr. A. C. Heighway (Chairman), 
Mr. R. C. Polkinghorne (Secretary), and 
Messrs. L. B. Hanley, H. T. Clutterbuck, D. W. 
COckcroft, C. Heighway, V.l. L. Allnatt, C. Free, 
A. E. Jude, C. Moth, A. E. Lowe, H. H. Good· 
man, A .s. Basey, A. G. Harper, D. A. Cock· 
croft and Han. P. T. Byrnes, M.L.C. 

,,.,..,.~.,,..,,,.=.,••=•••n••a""'""'""""•a•a.••••=••""" aamaaaama11aaam"'""'""1 
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j A.D.f.A. fROST BOOKLET j 
! AVAILABLE ! . . 
If Growers are reminded that copies i 

of the comprehensive booklet on frost $ 
prevention methods, issued by the Aus~ ~ 
tralian Dried Fruits Association, are 
available through packing houses or 
frost clubs. While direct heating is 
essential for severe conditions, much can 
be done to prevent several degrees of 
fa!! in temperature and 9ften to the 
extent of saving oil fuel. 

This booklet by H. W. King, of Berrip 
S.A., Is a MUST· for frostmen and for 
their neighbours on higher adjacent land 
·whiCh, if cultivated and left drY .. during 
the danger period, can be the do·nor of 
masses of cold air that will gravitate to 
the lower vulnerable areas· next door. ............... - .. _. ......... _. ........................ .; 
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DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY 

Committee Report 
--------'--"-

AI: the Committee meeting held on the 6th June, at which 
were prese~:~t Mr. Parker J. Moloney (in the Chair}, Messrs. R. B. 
Curtis,G; J. Evatt and f. M. McMillan (members), Mrs. E. M. Suf
fern (Secretary), and Messrs. W. N. Twiss (Secretary, South Aus
-tralian Dried fruits Board), and J. E. S. Bates (Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board Staff), the Chairman submitted a report on publicity 
activities. 

The report referred to the following matters: 

Limited Finanees.-Five successive bad sea· 
sons have caused a serious decline in the 
Committee's financial resources, with the re
sult that the Committee is cOnfronted with the 
increasingly difficult task of allocating its 
limited funds to the best advantage. 

It will be remembered that in the past, when 
seasonal conditions were more normal, the 
Committee had at its disposal for publicity 
purposes annual funds amounting to approxi
mately double those available to the Com
mittee now. The result has been that many 
useful forms of publicity media, which were' 
profitably resorted to previously, have accord
ingly had to be abandoned. 

The following is a brief outline of various 
forms of advertising at present being under
taken by the Committee, within the limits 
of its depleted revenue:-

ftineraries. 

Further to the interim report on the itiner· 
aries of the Publicity Officers (Messrs. S. A. 
-Rumble and F. W. Weston) which had been 
previously furnished to members of the Com
mittee, Mr. Rumble returned to Melbourne on 
the 29th May, 1950, after having completed 
an itinerary embracing the principal towns- en 
route from Sydney to Melbourne, via the 
Hume Highway, 

During the next few weeks, it is intended 
to utilise his services in dressing grocers' 
windows in- the metropolitan -area and in 
screening the technicolor film of the industry 
at selected schools. · 

Cookery Books. 
Stocks of the pres.ent edition of the Aus~ 

tralian Sunshine Cookery Book, which was 
printed in 1939, are now reduced to approxi
mately .5000 books, and enquiries are being 
made with a view to the production, in con
junction with the Emily McPherson College 
of Domestic Economy, of an entirely new 
edition at an estimated cost of £1316 for 
100,000 copies. 

It will be appreciated that, during recent 
years, it has not been possible to make any 
further contribution to the Committee's fund; 
in fact, owing to the lack of funds,· it will 
probaly be- necessary to expend portion of 
this amount during the present financial year 
to replenish the greatly depleted stocks of 
cookery books and urgently required display 
material. 

Individual contributions (as distinct from· 
actual cash receipts) for 1949·50 and 1950-51 
are:-

.. Cuprox" Copper .fungicidal Spray 

' ' . 1949·50. 1950-51. 
Vi~torian Dried Fruits - Board £2,00.0 £2,500 
The A.D.F.A, .. .. .. .. . , . , 800 700 
sO:uth Australia~ . Dried ~it~,. .. 

Board . . .. • . .. .. - .. •• ,- 2~0 
N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board_ • . . . '100 
Western Australian Diied Fruits 

200 
100 

Bo'ard· ...•.•.•....•. ___ --~-50, 50 
{The A.D:F".A.'s- contribution ."of--. £800 was 

paid during the twelve months -'to 30th. April, 
1950, and the £700 iS· the aniount -allocated 
for the twelve months to 31st December, 1950. 
-Ed. "News.") 

Balance-s-heet as at 30th April, 1950. 
ASSETS. 

Equipment (less Depreciation) 
Display Material (at cost) 
Sundry debtors .. 
Bank Account-

Current ......... . 
Replacement Accounts 
Interest on Resep;re Fund 

Commonwealth Bonds . . . . 

LIABILITIES. 

£1,530 
1,348 

873 

2,171 
220 

91 
4,010 

Sundry Creditors . . . . . . . . 452 
Reserve Fund (consisting of 

Bonds £4010 and Bank Ac-

£10,243 

count £91) • . . . . • • • . . 4,101 4,553 

Balance of Fund .. £5,690 

On the 29th May, the inspecting officer 
(Audit Department, Melbourne) concluded the 
annual audit of the books and accounts of 
the Dried Fruits Publicity Committee for the 
year ended 30th April, 1950, and members of 
the Committee were furnished with copies of 
the Balance-sheet as at 30th April, 1950, and 
Audited statements _of Receipts and Payments, 
Publicity Reserve Fund and Depreciation Ac~ 
count, all for the year ended 30th April, 1950. 

t:JifJPS 
Mr. V\Teston left Melbourne on the 5th June 

b carry out a comprehensive itinerary cover
ing the leading centres in the Gippsland dis
trict as far as the New South Vlales boder. 
Following upon his return to Melbourne about 
the middle of July, his time will be fully 
occupied in dressing windows and making pre· 
parations for the Adelaide Royal Agricultural 
Show (7th to 16th September, 1950, inclusive). 
In this latter connection, Mr. Weston will leave 
Melbourne about the middle of August to 
EJnable him, on the forward journey, to carry 
out an extensive tour of the \Vestern District 
of Victoria and the leading towns in Suoth 
Australia between the Victorian border and 
Adelaide. 

willa . l{,Cuprox 1
¥ 

Si~mply lllllix with 
water and spray 

Educational Prgoramme. 

Both officers have Feported to the Commit· 
tee that the technicol-ou-r film of the industry 
is greatly ap-preciated by senior- p-upils at 
schools and this medium of advertising is 
proving itself to ·be a valuable adjunct to 
the Committee's -education-a-l programme. 

Sydney Royal Agricultural Show, 1950. 
A statement of Receipts and Expenditure 

was submitted to Committee members show
expens.es had been paid. Receipts were made 
ing a credit balance of nearly £127 after all 
up as follows:-
Sales of samples at Showgrounds £1,539 9 10 
.Sales (by C.D.F.S. Pty. Ltd.) of 

surplus samples and bulk ·fruit 
used for exhibition purposes . , 498 3 8 

£2,037 13 6 
The demand for apricots was very encour~ 

aging, and the officer in charge of the exhibit 
(Mr. S. A. Rumble) re.J;;lorted to tl1e· Committee 
that he could have so1d three times as much 
()f this variety if stocks had been avaliable. 

Sales of pea-ches and pears were disappoint~ 
ing, with the result that over one ton was 
returned for disposal. 

Display Material. 

In order to meet keen comp-etition amongst 
contractors handling proprietary foodstuffs, it 
will be neces~1.1-r:r __ fqr -t;:Q.e . Committee. to re
place its depleted supplies of advertising ma
terial, entailing an expet;td~t.ure of approxi~ 
mately £2769 for 1000 di~play sets consisting 
of ·a centre piece, three smaller showcards 

1(::=-,. three box covers. ------· -"-~ 

rDEPfN,DAfl LE ~PLAN 

Yes, it's as easy as that, to make a most efiec~ 

· tive copper fungicidal spray for fruit, vine and 

vegetable c;:rops. '~.Cuprox'"' wets and spreads 

well and can be mixed safely with lead 

arsenate, nicotine, derris, oils, sulphur and 

D.D. T. sprays. 

,~ 

Copper fungicidal Spray 

Order your supplies ol "Cuprox" today from 

Vic .• Distributors: 
RAMSAY I>' TREGAMOW AN L,TD. 

nTEfffllN"JPBOD UtT!i' 
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S. AU.$T. DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

·o.angers of Diversion Emphasized 
ln. it$ twenty-first annual report the South Australian Board 

gives detCiils of lower pocks, together with an analysis of causes, 
together with Cl general survey of the operations for the year ended 
february 1950. It again warns growers against diverting drying 
varieties to wineries. 

PRODUCTION 
' 

The details reveal that the pack for the year 
1949 was appreciably lower than the average 
production for the five-year period 1944 to 1948, 
being as great as 37.6 per cent. on dried vine 
fruits and 34.2 per cent. on all varieties. In 
all producing States, this drop over the same 
period was (respectively) 26.1 per cent. and 
17.76 per cent. The .lean season is attributable 
to two factors-

1. Adverse climatic conditions during the 
drying ·Period. · 

2. The continued diversion of drying varie
ties of grapes {currants and sultanas). to 
the wine and spirit trade, as well as to 
the increasing demand for fresh apricots, 
pee.,ches and pea•·s bY canne:ries, jam fac
toi'ies and the prOcessors of glace fruit. 

In the early summer months a rele.tiveJ.y light 
crop of currants and sultanas was forecast. 
As the season advanced, howevE:r, the cli
matic conditions remained favorable for the 
drying varieties and it was anticipated that, 
given reasonably dry weather during the har
vest pet>iod, a satisfactory tonage would be 
realised. Rain fell early in February at the 
time of the opening of tl1e drying season and 
although not sufficiently heavy to cause general 
damage to the currant crop, the fear of fur
ther rains induced a large number of currant 
and sultana growers to dispose of their fruit 
in a fresh state to wineries and distilleries. 
These diversions were substantial and in
cteased as the season progressed, although 
climatic conditions following the early rains 
were generally favourable throughout the re-
maind~r of the drying season. 

In its previous reports, the Board has 
pointed to the grave danger which is 
threatening the Dried Fruits Industry in 
consequence of the continued diversions 
of the drying varieties of grapes to other 
channels. The Board reiterates ·~hat this 
danger can be averted only by the growers 
themselves on whose shoulders rests the 
responsibility. 

PACKING 

rn terms of the Dried Fruits Act, 1934-1941, 
all the proclaimed varieties of . dried fruit 
offered for marketing must be packed and pro
cessed in premises registered by the Board as 
a packing houSe. The closest supervision is 
exercised by the Board's inspectors over the 
conduct of the packing houses and the regula
tions under the .Act prescribe the requirenients 
to ensure cleanline:,z and hygiene as well as 
the efficiency df t11e· plant <and machinery 
employed for processing . 

In the earlier years of Statutory Control of 
the industry, the large number of packing 
establishments was altogether disproportion
ate to the needs of the industry. This not 
only involved an increase in the cost of pro-· 
ductio:u, but also made it ilnpossible to pro
duce e-..;ren standards of dried fruit which ·were 
required to ccnfo:rm to the p:rescribed grades 
of quality. By rea.son of this it has been the 
practice of the Board over the years to keep 
the nurDber of packing registrations to the 
lowest minimmn consistent with the needs of 
any particulB.r district. In the year 1925 when 
the Act first came into o]Jeration there were 
no less than 99 packing houses operating in 
the State. On 31st Decemb~·, 1949, the num
ber was 33 compared with 35 at the end of 
1948. 

The Board again records :i.ts thanks to pack· 
ing-house managers and their executives· and 
assistants for their willing co-operation with 
the Board. 

MARKET ALLOCATIONS 

Agreement in regard to the allocation to the 
several markets of the reduced pack of dried 
vine fruits was reached after collaboratiori 
between the State Boards, the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits (Export) Control Board; and the 
Australian Dried Fruits AssociatiOn. 

The allocation agreed to for the year 1949 
to the Australian market was 25,000 tons of 
dried vine fruits. The Board is of the opinion 
that the Australian market is able to absorb 
more than 25,000 tons as indicated by a sur-

DRIED FRUITS BOARD (S.A.) 

vey which is being oonducted by the Publicity 
CGmmittee. The Board contends that while 
having due .regard to the importance of over
seas ml:Lrkets, ·the Australian market should 

, be .given priority consistent with the tonnage 
availa-ble for distributiOn. 

~UOTAS AND OVERSEAS MARKETS 
T,he final C'1Uotas of 1949 season's dried ville 

·truits W-hich· were released to the Australian 
market were 33 1-3 per cent. for currants, 46 
per cent. tor sultanas, 65 per cent. for Iexias. 

In pursuance of their statutory pow-ers, these 
quotas are determined by the State Boards. 
With the exception of Western Australian sul~ 
tanas, the production of which is well below 
local market requirements, these quotas are 
common to all producing States; Under this 
arrangement of uniformity among the States 
it is possible to measure the tonnage required 
by the Australian market. 

In respect to dried tree fruits, no quotas 
were determined as the ..t\_ustralian market is 
able to absorb the whole of the pack. 

INTERSTATE COLLABORATION 

The dried fruits legislation :i.n operation in 
the ·four producing States is, in the main, 
similar -in character and substance. Problems 
of administration, therefore, are common to 
all State boards. A co-ordinating body, known 
as the Consultative Committee, the personnel 
of which comprises the chairman of each 
Board, meets from time to time and makes 
recommendations to the respective Boards. 
Tl1ese refer to the fixation of quotas, the rate 
of growers· annual contributi'on, unifmmity of 
gdministration of the regulations· and the like 
matters in ·which uncmimity among the State 
Boards is considered desirable. The commit
tee is pui·ely advisory and does not exercise 
any executive functions. 

Two meetings of the Consultative Commit~ 
tee were held during the year 1949. 

During the year 1947 and 1943 the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association made certain recom
mendations to the State Boards to seek amend~ 
menis to the regulations prescribing the grad
ing and packing of dried. tree f:ruits. These, 
in the main, have been adopted and have 
been already promulgated by the Boards of 
Victoria and New South Wales. The Board, 
however, while approving the recommenda~ 
tions, has not yet approached the Government 
for the regulations to be amended pending cer· 
tain ~dev-elopments in the marketing trend of 
certain varieties of dried tree fruits. 

PUBLICITY 

The whole of the publicity activities de~ 
signed to stimulate increased sales on the 
Australian market are centred in the Dried 
Fruits Publicity Committee with the additiOn 
of an accredited representative of the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association, which body 
makes an annual contribution to the funds of 

Income and Expenditure for Year ended 28th February, 1950. 

194s.49. 
£ 

2.432 
8 

185 
921 
26 
57 
38 

'200 
210 

I.e 
I 

28/2/49. 
£ 

33 
41 

2,883 

.1949·50. 194H9. 1949·50. 
£ s. d. £ s. d, 

To Administration expenses- ~ 
Board fees .. .. 750 0 0 
Secretary's salary .. 721 4 3 
Staff salaries, office rent, 

cleaning, lighting, etc. . . . . 536 4 1 

£ .. £ s. d. £ s. d • 
4.026. By Annual contribution .. .. .. 3,467 0 10 

36~ Packing house registratio-r{s .. .. . . 33 0 0 
71 Interest .. .. . . 66 11 7 
2 Sundry receipts 15 13 3 

57 Balance deficit transferred to accumu-
Investigating Officer .. 503 4 2 
Consultative committee .. 20 0 0 

(Surplus) lated Reserve Account .• ... ••, .••, .••. 613 3 4 

Audit fee .. ... .. . . 12 12 0 
Other charg~s · .', .. . •• .. •• 2 10 3 

2.545 14·· 9 
Advertising 10 9 0 
Grade superviSion· . : ·: .• ~~ ·_: .• ·:. ':. ·• ·• :: 189 0 10 
Inspection service . . . •• - • • . . . .. • . • • 921 0 0 
Legal expenses . . . . , . . . • • . . :· · .. 26 5 0 
Office and general expenses , . . . . •. . . 65 16 2 
Printing and stationery . . . . . . . ·:· . : 82 17 11 
Dried Fruits publicity committee ..• ·: .. 200 0 0 
Travelling expenses .. .. .. . .• •. ·~ .. . . 154 5 4 

£4.195 0 0 -- £4,195 9 0 

Accumulated Reserve Account. 

To Deficit for year ended 28th February, 1950 613 3 4 By Balance at 1/3/49 .• ., :•-•J -"-·~ :• ., !o-a; ~-·" -·. 2.882 16 11 
Balance accumulated funds at 28/2/50 2,269 13 7 

£2.882 16 11 £2,882 16 11 

Balance-sheet as at 28th February, 1950. 

LIABILITIES. 
Fees paid in advance-Packing 

tions .·. . . . . . . . . . ... 
Board fees resene: account .• 
Accumulated reserve accoUnt .• 

House regis-

:· o') .•. ..: :•• 

£ s. d. 

33 0 0 
41 15 4 

2.269 13 7 

£2,344 811 I ---· 

28/2/49. ASSETS. £ s. d. 
52 Sundry debtors .. .. .. ·•. • • :•~ ·.-.~ r• o: ·• • 56 7 4 

Cash Account- ' 
2.831 At Treasury . . . . . . • -.· -. , 2.,188 1 7 

100 At Commonwealth Bank .•. : •. 100 0 0 
2.288 1 7. 

·-;"'-"··;· 

£2,344 811 ''<; 
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the :·committee; The· publicitY"- programme· is 
Australia~ wide in character and its scope has
been dealt wfth tU.fiy -in Pre-vioUs· rePorts of 

SOLDIER ~SE.TTLE.ME.NT AT LOXTON 
tbe Board. - - - · 

Late in the year 1949; at the· request ·of the 
ADFA, the committee made a comprehensive 
survey of retail sales of all varieties of dried 
fruit. This was in the form of a· question
naire submitted to the. retail grocers through· 
Out all States in the ·eommonwealth. The plan 
is an ambitious one, and when the. replies 
have been grouped and collated, the committee 
should be in a positi'on to measure_ the extent 
of sales, the attitude of retailers and generally 
the interest in dried fruits of the average 
housewife. A response of 100 per cent., to 
the questionnaire cannot be reasonably ex
pected. Even a relatively small proportion of 
replies, however, should reveal a cross-section 
of opinion of- the average storekeeper. In this 
work -the committee received appreciable as
sistance readily given by the owners of chain 
stores, leading grocers and Retail Grocers' 
Organisations in the several States. 

Supply Position:~Delays Development 
To anyone interested in the development of the Murray 

Valley a visit to the new soldier settlement at Loxton is well 
worth while. Apart from the efficiency ofthe planning, the keen 
interest of the excellent type of new digger settlers is a revelation. 
A very active branch of the Bureau of Agriculture augers well for 
sound horticultural practice. In the following article Mr J. J. 
Medley, general secretary of the Murray Citrus Growers'~ Co-op. 
Association affords us the picture. 

FINANCE 
The financial statement for the year under 

review is attached. This, as usual, bears the 
certificate of the Auditor-General. 

It will be noted that the Board's expen
diture exceeded its revenue by £613- 3s. 4d., 
thus reducing the accumulated fund at 28th 
February, 1950, to £2269 13s. 7d. Except for 
interest on current account and registration 
fees (together amounting to approximately 
£100) the Board's revenue is derived from the 
annual contribution collected from packers. 
This, in turn, is based on the tonnage of dried 
fruits delivered to packing houses during the 
year. In anticipation of a further reduced 
crop in 1949, the Board increased the rate of 
the annual contribution from 4s. 3d. to 5s. 3d. 
This increase, however, was not sufficient to 
overtake the Board's normal expenditure. The 
series of lean seasons experienced since the 
year 1944 notwithstanding, the rate has re· 
mained at 4s. 3d. since 1939, thus causing a 
progressive reduction in the Board's financial 
reserves from £6196 15s: 6d. at the end of 
the season 1944 to the present figure of £2269 
13s. 7d. on 28th February last. The Dried 
Fruits Act, 1934-1941, reserves to the Board 
the power to fix the rate of the annual con
tribution up to a maximum of Us. 8d.· 

Expenditure for the yeitr under review was 
lower than normal, being approximately 18 per 
cent. below the aver~:ge expenditure for the 
previous five years. 

PERSONNEL OF BOARD 
This remains:-Mr. F. M. McMillan, Chair

man, and Mr. A. G. Strickland, M.Agr.Sc., 
Deputy-Chairman, both of whom are ap· 
pointed by the Government. The growers' re
presentatiyes are:-Messrs. C. W. Till_.. J. R. 
Jemison and C. E. Russell. 

INTAKE OF SUPERPHOSPHATE 
The Railways Department advises that the 

next five months, particularly August, Septem· 
ber and October, are vitally important for the 
intake of superphosphate. There will be ample 
transport capacity by both rail and road in 
the next three months, but if growers do not 
take some of their fertiliser before Christmas, 
they may jeopardise their own supplies. The 
Railways claim that little planning is needed 
to arrange storage sp~ce, and "a bag on the 
land is worth two in the works." 

At Loxton, there are already planted ap
proximately 1400 acres, embracing 730 acres 
of citrus, 500 acres of vines and 170 acres 
of apricots and peaches, and repreSenting 58 
planted or partly-planted holdings. Another 
1270 acres, in 48 holdings, are to be planted 
this season. Of the 230 to 250 ex-servicemen 
to be settled at Loxton, most are understood 
to be members of families of growers in the 
area- from Waikerie to Renmark, and of the 
origina:I 52 settlers, 19 alone came from the 
Berri irrigation ·area. Of the gross area of 
12,000 acres, the :first assessment was that 
9000 acres could be irrigated. As a result of 
closer soil examinatiOns and frost surveys, it 

·is now estimated that the ar·ea suitable for 
horticultural purpoSes is between 6000 and 
6500 acres. The initial plan provided for 
planting in three stages-1948, 1949 and 1950. 
Owing, however, to shortages of materials and 
equipment, development has been retarded, 
and·_. it is now expected that planting of the 
horticultural area will be completed in 1952. 

There are 26 settlers liying in their com~ 
pleted homes. Partially·built houses, on which 
work' has been held up through delays in the 
delivery of some building materials, are now 
being finished at an average rate of six a 
month; and when these are completed the 
remainder will probably be built at the rate 
of three a. month. Pending the completion of 
their homes, the settlers on the allocated 
blocks are living in temporary dwellings, which 
will later be utilised as implenrent sheds or 
workshops. The first of these temporary 
dwellings were built of galvanised iron and 
timber, including flooring, obtained from the 
Loveday internment camp. The later group 
lire Nissen-type huts,- ,the roof and walls con
sisting of a semi-circle of galvanised iron. The 
Nissen huts are cement-floored, and are di
vided along their length into three· rooms, in 
one of which a wood stove and chimney is 
installed. 

The existing Sher>mod and Medea area will 
be surrounded as the latef extensions ·pro
ceed from the northern section of the settle· 
ment in the direction of the Loxton town. The 
Medea area will be surrounded as the later 
extensions proceed from the northern section 
of the settlement in the direction of the Lox· 
ton town. Tlle Medea estate, 300 acres of 
sultana and currant vines, now owned by the 
Loxton Producers Co-operative, has since been 
offered to the government. Portions of· the 
Shenyood section of the _original planting 
have already been subdivided by the company 
for the benefit of returned soldiers. Also in-

THE .MILDURA CO .. OPERATIVE 
·FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £250,000 PAID~UP FUNDS £210,000 

Pockers of oil Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufocturers Cif Jams, Mormalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 

Tomoto ond Worcester Sauces 

· · 
1"PADLOCK11 BRAND 

Packing Houses: Milclura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 
· · · · · · · Foctory: Mildura · 

All Classes .of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assuronces Effected 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

eluded in the settlement will be approxi
mately 50 two-acre workingmen's blocks. The 
object of this provision is the creation of a 
reserve of labor for the settlers, and the 
blocks will be arranged in groups throughout 
the area for the convenience of both settlers 
and workmen. 

A limited number of township allotments 
has been surveyed in the centre of the Loxton 
settlement to provide such facilities as a 
store and post-office. An elevated position in 
this township reserve commands ~ view of the 
whole of the settlement, and no doubt its 
possibilities as a look-out, or observation point, 
for visitors and tourists, will be later de
ve-loped. The settlement's main business will, 
however, be done in the town of Loxton itself. 
Both the co-operative and the proprietary dried 
fruits sheds will move from their present loca
tions on the river frontage to ·railway siding 
sites near the town. and the high school to 
serve the settlement will be on its outskirts. 
A co-operative distillery, with a minimum 
capacity of 11,000 tons of fruit and other pro
duce, will be built on the site of the old 
Medea packing shed on the river front. After 
the example ot the Berri Co-operative Pack
ing Union, the Loxton Co-operative will have 
a processing adjunct for citrus and other hor-
tieultural production. · 

Plantings on the individual holdings are 
decided by a departmental planting conu:nit
tee in consultation with the settlers, accord
ing to the over-all allocation of the different 
varieties to tlle settlement, and to the suit
ability of the soils on the individual blocks 
to the different types of culture. As re.gards 
citrus plantings, the Loxton settlement will 
account for 2000 acres out of South Australia's 
allocation of 3500 acres for \Var Service· Land 
Settlement. At present. it is understood, a 
S.A. de!lartnlental committee is searching for 
addi'.ional suitable land along the Murray 
River, right to the Victorian border, in order 
to comple~~ the State's W.S.L.S. programme. 
Generally the over-all allocation of valencias, 
navels and grapefruit iS on a 60-35-5 basis, 
thereby making provision for a full marketing 
programme through the Autumn months. In
dividual settlers are encouraged to take up 
their proportion of grapefruit, but no one is 
ce>mnelled to Plant any of that variety. Most 
of the citrus planted ·so far is on citronelle 
stock. Vlhile waiting for their citrus and 
other fruit trees to reach the bearing stage, 
Loxton settlers are paying full attention to 
the product-io:u of "sidelines," of which the 
more important are triambles and tomatoes. 
A few potatoes are being planted and 100 acre.s 
of greeD. pe0 s have been sown this year. 

The pumping- plant when completed, prob
ably in time for the 1951 irrigation season. 
will have a capacity of approximately 110 
cubic feet of water per second, or 2} million 
gallons an hour, and the unit already instaUed 
now delivers about 300,000 to 400,000 gal. an 
hour (13 to 16 cusecs) to a lift of about 109 ft. 
above the nonnal pool level. .Where the area 
to be spray-irrigated on a block is nine acres 
or more, one-third of that area will be covered 
by permanent spray installations, the intenLlon 
being that the permanent installations will 
obviate the shifting of spray pipe-lines during 
the night. 

Among The amenities to be provided fo-r 
this last generation of returned soldier settlers 
is the eventual reticulation of the whole ot 
the Loxton settlement for domestic water 
supply, either from the present Loxton Dis· 
trict _seryice or from a separate system. An 
admirabl'e feature of the Loxton area layout 
is the construction of first-class roads ahead 
of the actual planting and occupatiaon of the 
blocks. An area of approximately 65 acres has 
been set apart for the establishment, by the 
S.A. Department of Agriculture, of a horticul· 
tural research station. It is understood that 
sufficient land "is aVailable for the develop. 
ment of sports grounds and reserves by com
munity interests and the District Couneil. 
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ORGANISM Of BLACK SPOT 
By A. V. LYON, Officer-in-Charge of the Commonwealth Research Station at Merbein. 

The m.1tvn:ml appea~anee lllf Mack splllt, al'ld the d11mage 
~~:~Msed !:ly it, ©m'l well known by Muwr<lly Valley vitieu!hiiralists. 
The typic;;;! "bin.il's-eye" spot Ofl'l the leaves, ~:md the "pits" on the 
eal'!es, reilder ideiiltifie::~tio!'il e<~sy. 

The viti{mlturist, however, sees the effect 
of the .disease, not the organism that causes 
it. Therefore, brief reference to the organism 
may prove of interest. 

Many of the fungi subsist on the living tis- · 
sue of other- pl:::.nts, and are then known as 
"parasitic fungi." The fungus Anthracnose 
(Black Spot) of the vine belongs to this class. 
It is an extremely mitiute plant, which grows 
on the living tissue of the vine, Its parts 
can be observed only under the microscope, 
but its effects on the vine are visible to the 
unaided· eye. 

The main portion of the "Black Spot" fun
gus lies in the tissue of the vine in the form 
of a number of thread-like bodies called "hy
phae," collectively known as the "mycelium, ' 
and it is in this form that the fungus feeds 
on the tissuez of the vine during the growing 
period. 

As the vine becomes dormant, the mycelium 
gives rise to another form known as a "sclero
tium." This sclerotium is the wintering form 
that lies in the pits in the cane, at the base 
of buds sometimes, and just under the bark. 

It is from these sclerotia that infection 
springs, by means of spores, when the vine 
commences to grow. The spores germinate 
on the young growing parts of the vines;. their 
hyphae, or feeding portion, penetrate into the 
tissue; and in a short time a "black spot" 
appears. Summer spores issue from these 
spots on to the young growth, and so the 
spread of the disez.se continues. 

The viticulutrist, .in his svYabhinz and spray
ing operations, endeavors to deal with these 
two forms ·of the fungus:-

(a) The sclerotium, or wintering form, 
which lies within the pits. The action 

" 

of the acid-iron mixture is to kill these 
sclerotia. 

(b) Tke Summer spores, which are formed 
during the growing period of the vine. 
The action of the copper spray is to kill 
these spores as they germinate on new 
growth. 

Every pit in the cane, every eruption of 
the bark, and every scar at the base of the 
bud, may contain sclerotia, ready to send -out 
spores to infect the young growth generally. 
The problem is to reach these danger points 
with the acid-iron mixture in order to reduce 
to a minimum the number of spores dispersed. 
Applications of acid-iron are not now in gen
eral.use; but increased applications are noted 
in the dormant period this year (1950). 

The Summer spray presents a less debat· 
able problem. The copper compounds will kill 
the germinating spore, but they are useless 
on those particular spots where the fungus has 
already entered the tissue of the vine. The 
copper spray is useful Only in preventing 
spread to new tissue, but is very efficient in 
this- respect if used at the proper time, and in 
suitable mixtures. 

SPRING AND SUMMER TREATMENT. 

The virtue of the Winter treatment lies in 
the fact that the amount of the fungus caus
ing Black Spot is reduced to a m{niroum, and 
the new growth comes out free from disease 
on the great majority of vines. 

It will be found that the bursting, of the 
buds on vines that received Winter acid iron 
treatment is delayed, usually for one. or two 
weeks. This may prove of advantage in locali-

"WARATAH" 

~I 

FENCING PRODUCTS 
,:;,_, 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are still maintaining 

maximum production for essential purposes, but it is still neces

sary to restrid wire supplies. 

Distnbutors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may be assured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and in the meantime it 

. will be realised that any inconveni~nce caused by the present 

curtailment of supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Offu:es: 422 Little Collins Street, Melboame 

Wire Mills: Neweastle, N.S.W. 
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i 
Mailing List Qf News ! Growers who are aware o·f any di&c 

·1 crepancies in the mail list whereby other 
E growers are not receiving their copies 
~ of the News . are requested to write :to 
i the General Secretary~ The A.D.F.A., 46 

~ 

I 
~ 

Queen Street, Melbourne, C.1, providing 
the n~ces~ary cletalls, so that the mail· 
ing list then may be amended accord
ingly. 

~ Every care has been taken to ensure 
5 that the mai!.ing ·list is up to date, 1;1;ut 
i any assistance afforded by the growers 
! to ensure that the mailing list is cor· 
5 rectly maintained would be appreciated i by the General Secretary. 
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ties where vines are subject to damage by 
frost; and in addition, the delay may cause 
the new shoots to miss some weather suitable 
to the development of the disease. 

(a) A NEUTRAL SPRAV.-A neutral spray, 
for use at the time of the bursting of the buds, 
and for subsequent spraying until four to six 
leaves are out on the majority of the shoots, 
can be prepared as follows·:-

Formula: For 50 gallons oi spray mix· 
ture:-

Copper sulphate (Bluestone), 7 lbs. 
Washing soda, 10 lbs.; or soda ash, n lbs. 
Note.-The quantities are given as a guide 

to the point at which testing should com· 
mence. 

The general method of Bordeau preparation, 
with a list of the apparatus required, will be 
covered in the next issue of these notes. The 
only difference of the neutral spray, compared 
with the standard alkaline Bordeaux, is that 
copper sulphate (about ~ lb. for 50 gallons) 
is· added after the "pink'' test has been ob
tained. 

PERSONAl 

As a gesture of the app.reciation of the Dried · 
Fruits Industry, the Board of Management of 
the ADFA has invited Mr. A. V. Lyon, who 
is to retire· from his position of Officer-in
charge Merbein Station CSIRO, to attend the 
Federal Council meeting in November. If 
suitable catering arrangements can be made, 
a cocktail party in Mr. Lyon's honor will be 
held on November 23rd at 6 p.m. 

At its August meeting the Board of Man
agement desired to convey to Mr. E. H. 
Rosman the regret of the Association that he 
had decided to retire from the Secretaryship 
of the W.A. State Board, and expressed appre
ciation of his co-operation with the ADFA at 
all times. The Board were pleased to· learn 
that the industry. in Western Australia would 
have the benefit of Mr. Rosman's experience 
in an advisory capacity for another six months. 
To the new Secretar, Mr. John Wade, con· 
gratulations were extended on his appoint
ment. 

·Messrs. Winton G. Turnbull and A: R. Dow
ner, Ms.H.R., have been extended a welcome 
to be present at any time during Federal 
Council should their inany duties permit them 
to ·be in Melbourne at that time. 

COMMONWEALTH VARIETIES 

TO 31st AUGUST, 1950 

Variety. 
Currants· •• 1 re •1 ;•.•J r. •· 
Sultanas •• 1 1• •l r •• 1 t<>. •i 

Lexias . • :• ·~ 1• •1 f.~·1 t• •l 
Apricots ... ou ~i -1· .·t~ ;J: c~ tl 
Peaches •• :···· r··--t t!t:*l ro_ll] 
Pears . . . •. [• •1 (" •l [•.•J 

Nectarines • •1 ,._~ ,.,.1 [• o1 

.pfunes -.. • •' ~·.:· ro·oo~ ·t•-•l 

1950. 1949. 
3,730 2,766 
8,491 5,958 
155 1,451 
174< 410 
43 225 
32 132 

9 21 
512 .483 -

13,746 11,446 
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NEW MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE 

Welcome By Victorian Board 

At a meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board on the 6th 
July, 1950, a welcome was given to the Hon. G. C. Moss, M.I..A., 
111ew Minister of Agriculhue, who had been invited to attend. In 
welcoming Mr. Moss, the Chairman (Mr. Moloney) ~eferred to 
,the disasho11s effect to Dried Fruits growers of the last five un
favorable seasons, and also outlined the functions of his Boord. 

The Mimster expressed his deli&"ht at the 
opportunity of meeting members of the Board. 
and assured them that, while he was Minister. 
tlle Board and the industry generally, would 
receive the utmost co-operation from his De
partment, and repreSentations made to him at 
any -time would always be treated sympa-
thetically. "" 

The Board also dealt with a lengthy agenda 
covering- pool account, Commonwealth alloca
tions, sub-standard lexias, pack esti:tnates, etc., 
but details 'of this business are· not available 
for publication. 

AUGUST MEETING 

At this meeting the following matters· were 
dealt with:-

Pool Accounts. 
The chairman informed menibers that com

pleted annual returns had been received· from 
some packing: houses bY the 30th June (the 
prescribed closing date), but that, following 
upon representations from other companies 
that final figures w-ere not yet available, the 
Board h::id gran-ted an extension of time in 
.su-ch cases. 

Sub-Standard Lexias. 
With reference to th·e suggestion that 19DO 

seeded lexiits be released to the general trade, 
the chairman reported that advi-ce had been 
received from the Assistant Fruit Inspector 
(Department of Commerce and Agriculture) 
that, as far as that Department was concerned, 
there would be no objection to the diversion 
of M.F. lexias to carton packing, subject to 
thorough and continuous inspection whilst such 
fruit was being conveyed from the seeder to 
the packing line. 

After discussion, the Board approved of 
this proposal, which would be in accordance 
with similar action being taken by the South 
Australian. Board. 

M.F. Sultanas. 
e; During the Board meeting, Mr. H. D. Howie 
(chairman, A.D.F.A.), and Mr. R. B. Curtis 
(general secretary, A.D.F.A.), attend·ed the 
meeting, by arrangement. for the purpose of 
discussing the question of the grading of M.F. 
sultanas. 

They submitted samples of fruit which 
originally had been packed as M.F. but, sub
sequently, rejected as not being up to the 
prescribed standard, and they urged that there 
should be some alleviation to allow such fruit 
to be acce:pted as M.F. quality this season. 

Owing to the acuate scarcity of such fruit 
to satisfy manufacturing requirements this 
year, the Board agreed that there should be 
some slight easement of the standard, as al
ready fixed, and it was decided that these 
samples be forwarded to the Dep<irtment of 
Commerce and Agriculture, with a request that 
arrangements be made for an early meeting 
of representatives of the Grade Fixing· Com
mittee with a view to having these samples 
accepted as a basis for the provision of a new 
sample suitable for manufacturing purposes. 

Ny~h-Woorinen District Difficulties. 

Mr. Cockroft called attention tO the distress 
prevailing in the Nyah-Woorinen district and 
the seriOus effect of sUccessive bad seasons 
ori growers on small holdings, and also re
turned soldiers who had entered the industry 
since the close of the war. He said that 
means of financing these growers in the past 
by lien on their crop was no longer possible 
as packing houses had practically exhausted 
their capital and reserves. Mr. Cockroft 
stressed that unless' some immediate Govern
ment 'or other aid were forthcoming to help 
these growers in the production of their 1951 
crop,_ many of them would be forced Ott their 
holdings. 

U.K. CONTRACT 

NEGOTIATiONS WITH MINISTRY 

OF FOOD 

Mr. R. A. Marx, Secretary of the Export 
Control Board, advises that discussi-ons have 
taken place between representatives of the 
British Ministry of Food and the British Trea
sury with two representatives of the Control 
Board and representatives of the Australian 
Department of Commerce and Agriculture in 
the United· Kingdom regarding the prices to 
be paid for Australian Dried Vine Fruits fbr 
next season. Mr. Marx adds that when an 
agreement has been reached an announcement 
will be made by the Minister for Commerce 
and Agriculture, as the discussions which are 
now taking place relate to the contract made· 
between the Australian and the United King
dom Governments. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO .. OPERATED liMITED 

RENMAR.K 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Gmwers of Renmark 
for the Co-oper;tive Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 

-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 
GROWEfl_S FINANCE£!. AGAINST COMING HARVEST II 

New Research Officer For 
Merbein Station 

Minister in Charge of the Commohwealth 
Scientific and lndus'trial Research Orga'ni· 
sation (Mr. Casey) has announced the 
appointm·ent of Mr. Frank Penman to the 
Commonwealth Research Station at Mer
bein. 

Mr. Penman is expected to take up duties 
at the station in October, and will take 
charge of the station in a few months 
when the present officer-in-charge (Mr. A. 
V. Lyon) retires. 

Mr. Penman holds the degree of Master of 
Science at the University of Melbourne, and 
is a FelloW of the Royc.J Australian Chemical 
Institute. 

He has had very considerable experience in 
research into problems of soils and irrigation, 
especially in relation to vine and citrus cul
ture. 

He was for many years an officer of the 
Victorian Department of Agriculture, and has 
been Chief Irrigation Officer of the State 
Rivers and WLter Supply Commission. 

He is the author of a number of important 
publications bearing on soils, irrigation and 
hortiC!J.lture. 

FIRST OFFICER 

Mr. Lyon has been in charge of work of the 
station since it was .first started by the Mil· 
dura and District Re.search Committee in 1919. 

He_ (;ontinued in that position when the sta
tion was taken over by the Council for Scien
tific and Industrial Research in· 1927. 

The work of the station has contributed 
towards the major advanCes made in the viti
cultural industry of Sunraysia since the First 
Vi.!orfd War. 

Mr. Lyon has also_ made a notable contri
bution in providing personal detailed advice 
to settlers during the critical years of manY 
irrigation settlements along the Murray. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
HORTICUl TIJRAL PlANTiNG 

AI.I.OCA TIONS 
The September issue of 'The Riverlanders•~ 

advises that the Australian Agricultural Coun
cil, on the advice of of its Irrigation Produc
tion Advisory Committee, has alloc8.ted 32,050 
acres tor Closer Settlement Horticulural 
Plantings. The South Australian allocation is 
10,000 acres, comprising:-

Citrus _ ..•...... 
Peaches .... , . 
Prunes 
Plums .. 
Apples .. 
Pea:s t·.· , . . .. •. 
Apnco s ....... ~ 
Dried Vine Fruits- , . 
Wine Grapes 

.. 

Additional Gra p e s 
(Drying & Wine), 

Percentage 
Acres. to Total. 
3,500 39 

500 6 

200 
500 

2,500 
1,800 

2 
6 

27 
20 

9,000 100 

allotted 1949 1,000 
Figs, Nectarines. Wal-

nUts, etc.-Not restricted under agree
ment. 

After conferring with the industries con· 
cerned, the Plantings Advisory Committee. 
comprising Messrs A. C. Gordon (Superinten
dent Irrigation Development), A. C. Strick
land (Chief Horticulturist), and J. K. Taylor 
(Chief, Division of Soils, C.S.I.R.O.), recom
mended apportionment ot areas between the 
various varieties as under:-
Dried Vine Fruits. Per cent. 

Sultanas .. .. .. .. 24 
Gordos ........ , . 24 
Deferred . . . . 12 

Acres, 
1,000 
1,000 

500 

SOUTH AFRICAN MARKET 
REPORT 

Barclays Bank, in their June 195-Q "Review;~ 
report that dried fruit packers bave plentitul 
s-upplies with the ex-ception of Prunes •. Home 
markets are being kept well supplied. ·but the 
export trade is- slack. Supplier:s anticipate a 
seasonal .increase in -demand fl'em· overs~ 
later in the year with better ·priees. 

.. , 

~~~ 

'~~· 

' ~:. 
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EMPIRE PREfERENCES 
GATT NEGOTIATIONS AT TORQUAY. 

In the adjournment debate before the House 
of Commons rose for the. recess, the British 
Empi~ ·Producers'_ Organisation in its News· 
letter of 10th August reported that members 
expressed anxiety about the GATT negotia· 
tions at ·Torquay. Mr. Russell, M.P., said that 
the policy behind these conferences had been 
imposed on the world by the Government of 
the United States, the real motive being that 
their exportilig industries wanted Imperial 
Preference abolished so that they could pr~se 
open the markets of the Dominions and Colo· 
nies for their own .mass production goods. 
Fortunately the U.K. Government realised that 
the policy could not be put fully into operation 
at" the moment, and he hoped that they would 
gradually realise that it could not be put into 
operation at all. So far they had given away 
nothing vital and his chief complaint against 
them was that they had completely tied our 
hands bY binding Great Britain not to increase 
any .of the existing r>references and not to 
introduce any new ones. They had done that 
without getting anything in return. 

EMPIRE'S ECONOMY EXPANDING 
Mr. Braine, M.P., observed that the economy 

of the Dominions and Colonies had been ex· 
panding rapidly in the past 10 years. The 
untapped resources of the Britis~ Empire 
alone were enormous. Yet it ·was at this 
mOment that the Government had sought to 
bind our hands and to limit our control over 
our own economic destiny. 

NOT TOO LATE YET 
Fortunately an was not yet lost. There was 

time for second thoughts. He trusted that the 
Government would see fit to instruct British 
delegates at Torquay accordingly and to re
think their whole attitude and policy on tllis 
matter. 

U.K. GOVERNMENT'S POLICY 
The Parliamentary Secretary to the Board 

of Trade, Mr. Rhodes, said that at Torquay 
the United Kingdom envisaged negotiations 
with the United States, the Philippines, West~ 
ern Germany, Turkey. Austria, Peru. France, 
Belgium, Holland, Italy, Greece and Sweden. 
Jt was the Government's policY to agree to 
reductions in our tariffs; or in the preferences 
enjoyed in Commonwealth countries, only when 
Great Britain secured tariff concessions which 
we considered of at least equal advantage and 
to. agree to no changes in preferences which 
we gave or enjoyed without the fullest con
sultatiOn with the other Commonwealth coun
tries involved. 

CLOSE CONTACT WITH COMMON
WEALTH DELEGATES 

At Torquay the United Kingdom delegation 
would keep in close touch with the delega
ticms of other Commonwealth countries. Mr. 
RhOdes assured the House that the Havana 
Charter would not be ratified before Parlia
ment reassemble!'l. 

WARNING. ON LOSS OF PRE-. 
FERENCES 

At the annual general meeting of the British 
Empire Producers' Ofganisation · on the 20th 
July, the Chairman. :sounded a warning in 
regard to the dangers Of losing tariff prefer· 
ences from the decision-s at Torquay on the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. 

The Chairman said: "Judging from past ex· 
perience we are justified in regarding these 
proceedings with soffie apprehension, the more 
so because no producers' representatives or 
advisers--will be in attendance. This inevitably 
introduces a considerable element of risk that 
c4anges in tariffs and preferences which would· 
be detrfmental to the intetests of producers 
ir: the Dominions and Colonies may be agreed 
to without any opportunity being given to them 
to expresS their views as to the effects of 
such changes." 

}:'he A.O.F.A. is a CQrporate member of the 
B.E.P.O. Mr . .J . .J. S. Scouler, of the Aus~ 
trali?-n Drie4 Fruits Board,- was present at 
the meeting 

SAWDUST IS VALUABLE 
Good Results Obtained 

The deprecating article in· MaY issue of 
"Fruit World" on value of sawdust as a 
soil renovater is challenged by a 15~yeat" 
period of trial in the Stanthorpe district 
(Q.} on a large orchard. 

ThE:: ·soil (?) was little more than desic
cated granite, harsh and dead. 

No weeds flourished and Departmental 
inspectors declared the orchard had "had 
it." Two previous owners had failed. 

The new O\yller_ considered sawdust, avaU· 
able in quantity, would be the quickest and 
nearest to nature's method of building up 
humus content. 

Humus contains up to 58 per cent. carbon, 
and sawdust could supply it, and materially 
improve moisture holding capacity of the soil 
from the outset. 

However, official advice was so emphatically 
negative that the experiment was delayed 
several years, and as much as £7 ,per acre 
spent on artificial fertiliser. Results were not 
commensurate. 

By 1935 it was obvious that some other 
method must be adopted, and to 10 acres of 
highest part of the orchard, 100 tons of saw· 
dust, as nearly as could be estimated, -were 
applied to 1000 trees, broadcast down the rows, 
and worked in during Winter. 

Benefit from the mulch during the warm 
Summer was most obvious, and the following 
Spring the improved foliage on the stone· fruit 
and new g!'owth from stems of a block con~ 
dem:ned for removal was remarkable. In five 
years they were re-established. From 1936 
application of sawdust .was made to the entire 
orchard. 

Fruit Response Rapid. 
Response from stone fruit was quite rapid, 

but save in improvement in .fruit, the apple 
trees were slower. Eventually trees that had 
made no leaders for many years, made uP to 
30 inches, with corresponding increase of pro
duction. In 1941 an official party expressed 
the opinion: "lt needed to be seen to be 
believed," --and repeated it several years later. 

From 1938 to 1943 no artificial fertiliser was 
used, but growth and production continued to 
improve. Results were so obviously good· that 
competition for sawdust became keen, and all 
have expressed satisfaction. 

Results of this experiment financially sur· 
passed all reasonable expectations, and the 
soil is now alive, a dark loam producing clover 
and other growth in abundance. Analysis 
under date 15/6/50 is:-

No. 1: Improved orchard soil reaction. Con
tains satisfactory amounts nitrogen and pot· 
ash and larger quantities of phosphor, ac. No 
fertiliser required. 

No. 2: Virgin soil, not quite as acid as 
No. 1. Fair quantities nit. and potash. Very 
deficient in phosphoric acid. 

No. 3 Control: Past applications superphos. 
only. Strongly acid in reaction. Very low in 
nitrogen and potash. 

-From "Fruit V\rorld.'' 

RAISIN BREAD UTTER 
CONTEST 

The California Raisin Advisory Board's prize 
contest for letters on the best "raisin reason" 
was recentlY. concluded with awards running 
over 20,000 dol. The first prize went to Mrs. 
Fred Palliaer, of Boyne City, Michigan, being 
a cheque for 10,000 dol. There were over 
130,000 entrants, who wrote in 25 words or 
less why they liked raisin bread. The second 
prize of 1500 dol. went to Paul R. LeGer, of 
Perry, Kansas. William E. DotY, manager of 
the bakery service work of the Raisin Ad· 
visory Board, made the ~wards in person. 

GRADE FIXING COMMITTEE 
RE-EXAMINES 

M.F. STANDARDS 
Following ADFA approaches "to the 

Victorian State Board, a special meeting 
of the Grade Fixing Committee was held 

_ at Mi!dura on August 29th, when a com. 
prehe.nsive examination was made of Sul
tanas held for processing it1to Manufaa. 
turers' Grade. It had been -felt that, on 
samples previously submitted, some easing 
of the Standard set could be made with
out detriment to the trade. 
However, after- some two hours deliberation 

it was decided that the original sample stan· 
dard should be adhered to, as no samples 
taken from the bulk supplies at the packing 
houses was up to requirements. 

Some seasons .back an M.F. Lexia grade 
was made available to the trade and the paste 
made from this fruit proved to be very accept
~'ble. It is desired that provision be made for 
this grade for 1950 season, but it seems there 
was some misunderstanding on the matter at 
the grade fixing_ meeting and no action was 
taken. The General Secretary of the ADFA, 
Mr. Curtis, reports further contact or~ the 
matter with the Victorian State Board office. 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD (W.A.) 
Meetings of the Board were held on the 

26th July and the 16th August, at which, under 
the chairmanship of Mr. H. S. Bickford, all 
members were present. A considerable quan· 
tity of business was considered at both meet· 
ings, the most important being as follows. 

SALE OF M.F. PEACHES 
Acting on a request from the Victorian Dried 

Fruits Board regarding the sale of M.F. 
peaches to a Perth firm by a Melbourne firm. 
the West Australian Board agreed that it 
would obtain an undertaking from the local 
iirm that the peaches would be sold e:x:clu· 
sively to D.F. Camps in Western Australia. 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
INSPECTION FEES 

As the five-year agreement with the Depart· 
ment of Commerce regarding inspection fees 
would expire shortly, the West Australian 
Board decided to approach the Consultative 
Committee to ascertain whether it was pro· 
posed to seek a reduction in inspection fees 
for the new period. 

DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE 

The Board decided to ascertain froni tha 
Publicity Committee wJ.lether it would agree 
to a discontinuance of its_ annual contributions 
for advertising purposes. 

NEW ADDRESS OF THE BOARO 
·with the appointment of Mr. .J. Wade as 

secretary, the- location of the Board is now at 
Room 2, 3rd Floor;- W.A. Trustee Buildings, 
1;35 St. George's Terrace, Perth. 

U.S. SURPLUS RAISIN 
DISPOSAL 

Up to June 20, 68,520 tons of natural Thorup· 
sons and sultanas had been delivered by pro
ducers into the Raisin Programme surplus 
pool; 36,808 tons have_ been sold to the British 
Government; 19,728 tons for livestock feeding; 
1595 tons for the school lunch programme; 63 
tons to charities for overseas shipment, and 
786 tons were lost in a packing plant fire. 
Negotiations are proceeding for the sale ot 
remaining 9000 ta:ns to 'Western Germany. 

VICTORIAN STATE CONFERENCE 
Arr:angements have been made to hold the 

1950 conference at the new soldier settlement 
of. Robin vale on Monday, October 16th. Dele
gates will be :representative of the Nyah
Woorinen, Robinvale and Mildura areas, to..
gether with New South Wales areas adjacent 
to Mildura and associated with the Mildura 
District Council of the ADFA. 

THE VICTORIA INSURANCE 
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