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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
Suggested New Classification for Lexias 

At the last meeting of the Board of Management, held whilst the February 
issue of this journal was in the Press, several matters of very direct moment to 
growers were discussed and appropriate action has since been taken. The 
problem of equitable classification of lexias is dealt with in this report of the 
meeting. With the tremendous development in the seeded raisin trade the 
present system of door classification is no longer in keeping with the grade re
quirements of the market. The true position in regard to currants is now more 
apparent. Several large packers report that the difficulties were not as great 
as was anticipated. The general average grade will be lower, but the danger 
of an unwieldly preponderance of M.F' s. has been met. Below is an outline 
of matters of interest. 

CORED DRIED PEARS 
Letters were rec-eived from the South Aus· 

tralian Dried Fruit Packers' and Agents' As~ 
sociation, also Angaston branch (S.A.), re· 
garding the question of supplies of cored dried 
pears. The South Australian Dried Fruit 
Packers' and Agent'S' Association recommend~ 
ed that a separate pool should be established 
for cored and uncored pears, and that efforts 
be made to obtain a premium on the cored 
article. The Ang::j.ston branch recommended 
that the AssociatiOn be asked to arrange a 
·d!ifferential of at least ld per lb. on cored 
pears over the uncored article. This matter 
was very fully discussed, and it wa'S learned 
that it is very difficult at that juncture to 
estimate what the- 1941 production will be, 
and on the questi-on of a differential between 
cored and uncored pears it was not consid· 
ered advisable to make a differential this 
year. Moreover, it would be necessary to ap
proach the Prices Commissioner, and it was 
con'sidered that it was unlikely that our re· 
quest would be granted. 

FURTHER PLANTING OF VINES 
The Chairman reported on the negotiations 

that had taken place with the Victorian Gov
~rnment and also intimated that it would _prob· 
3.bly be necessary to have a deputation:·-to the 
Minister for Agriculture in New South W.a,les. 

DRIED TREE FRUITS-SEASON 1941 
An examination was made of the likelv 

pack figures of apricots, nectarines, peacheS, 
pears and prunes, and consideration wa-s also 
given as to whether it would be possible to 
announce export quotas. As the crop position 

Branches in 

All States 

in respect to most varieties of dried tree 
fruits was very indefinite it was decided 
not to make any announcement in resp-ect to 
export quotas until later. 

VINE FRUITS-SEASON 1941 
A survey of the anticipated pack figures of 

the different varieties was made, and in view 
of the damage that ha'S been caused to cur· 
rants by rain it was decided to circularise 
packers, agents, etc., regarding the action the 
Board recommended packers to take in. re~ 
spect to the· 1941 season pack. 

CURRANTS-SEASON 1941 
In view of the seasonal conditions existing 

a discussion regarding currants took place at 
our Board meeting last week, and I .am re· 
que-sted to advise you that, with a view of 
avoiding· a large pack of M.li'. grade currants, 
which are not marketable, packers are recom~ 
mended as follo>vs :-

1. To use a stronger draught. on their 
stem~ners and graders to blow otit the \vaste 
1a\nd thereby reduce the p-ack of M.F. to a 
nominal figure that may be blended with a 
superior line to make a l~cr-own. 

2. In the event of damaged fruit being de· 
livered to the packing houses it is recom· 
mended that deduction should be made on 
such fruit to allOw for the loss of wa'3te. 

As it would appear that conditions similar 
to 1936 are likely to exist, the Board is par· 
ticularly anxious that packers should avoid 
penalising good and average quality fruit by 
iny_ excessive loss ori low quality fruit. 
Therefore, it is recommended that where dam~ 

EsTASl..ISHED 1849 

aged fruit is delivered a deduction should be 
made for the appropriate waste. 

COMMONWEALTH VINE FRUIT 
PRICES-SEASON ·1941 

The policy to be adopted for the coming 
season was discussed and it w·as finally agreed 
that every effort should be made to maintain 

·the principle of advancing p-rices at an agreed 
date during the year, as experience shows 
that such a metllod was very valuable in 
stimulating salea. In view of the rising costs 
of production it was felt prices should be ad~ 
vanced slightly on last year's rates, and a 
committee was ap-pointed to negotiate with 
the Commonwealth Prices Commissioner in 
this regard. The coinmittee to act pnder the 
direction of the Chairman. 

LEXIAS-SEASON 1941 
In view of the diversion of 70 to 80 per 

cent. of the lexia pack into the seeded raisin 
trade, and this portion being made up to a 
large extent of 4-crown lexia'S size-graded out 
of 5~crown and sold in the Commonwealth at 
the same price as 3-crown and 2·crown, it is 
necessary to create a distinction between 5~ 

crown lexias and 4~crown lexias as delivered 
to the packer. 

In recent years deliveries by growers to 
packing houses have been classified as 5· 
crown and 3-crown, the distinction being 
purely on color. The grading of lexias at 
time of packing, however, takes into account 
both size and color, and it is, therefore, con~ 
sidered that provision should be made for a 
distinction in respect to size in de'livered 
fruit. Under the present system a delivery 
of small, bright color fruit would involve the 
issue of a docket for 5--crOwn, whereas the 
bulk of such fruit would be packed a-s 4· 
nown. It was, therefore, decided to- recom
mend to the authorities that the classification 
of fruit on delivery by growers in the future 
Should be as follows: 
5~CROWN.-The lexias shall be large ber

ries of uniformly brown color, of firm texture 
and full sweet fiavor. They shall not contain 
more than 10 per cent. by number of dark, 
sound berries. 

4-CROWN.-The lexias shall be 'Small ber
ries of uniformly brown color, of fil'm texture 
and full sweet -flavor. They shall n-ot contain 
more than 10 per cent. by number of dark 
sound berries: 

3-CROWK.-The lexias shall be large ber· 
ries of a uniformly dark brown color and of 
good flavor. 

Resolved: "That in view of the fact that 
only approximately 20 per cent. of the pack of 
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le.xias is required for counter trade (the rest 
being used as a blend for seeded raisin'S) it 
was decided to recommend to the authorities 
that latitude in the use of ridQ.les be granted 
to packers in the various districts, so as to 
enable them to regulate their packing with a 
view of securing the approximate require~ 
ments for counter trade in the largest frult 
available." 

This matter wa:s placed before Mr. R. P. 
Allen, Chief Fruit Inspector, by a committee 
consisting of Messrs. P. J. Moloney, H. R. 
Jones and the secretary. Mr. Allen and Mr. F. 
Colby, Senior Supervisor, stated that while 
they considered the recommendation was de· 
sirable, they felt that the classers at the door 
oould not be expected to accurately distin
gui'Bh between large and small berries, and 
that, in their opinion, the only method of 
classification was by the riddles. ' 

A long discussion took place, and it was 
suggested that these officers meet represen
tatives of the Victorian and South Australian 
packers with a view to attempting a sol:ution. 
This did not meet with approval and a letter 

.ha'S since been received from Mr. Allen stat
ing that, in effect, the proposals mean that 
classification for size should be made on de
liveries of this ~fruit at the receiving doors by 
the packing house classers, and that the dried 
fruit inspectors employed by this .department 
as "graders" (meaning tho'Se inspectors who 
are employed on the checking of classiiica
tions as given by the packing house classers) 
should check the size classification of the 
packing house classers. 

In the above connection it i·;;; not thought 
that any classer or grader could classify fruit 
in the sweat-box for size with sufficient accu
racy for the purpose indicated. In any case 
the number of graders at present employed 
could not possibly cover the position in addi
tion to the present duties which they have to 
perform. In point of fact, the existing grad
ers ·during the peak deliveries of fruit are un
able, because of the limited number of such 
inspectors employed, to check the packing 
house classers' classifications fOr quality 
grades of all fruit delivered to the door. In 
this regard the fruit not seen by the gmder 
is checked in the packing house later on. Ad
mittedly the sugge"Stions put forward by your 
association are steps in the right direction, 
but fort the reasons given above, it is felt that 
they could not be given effect to with thit 
degree of su~cess which would be so very 
necessary. 

FOREIGN MATTER IN DRIED FRUIT 
Letters were received from the West Aus

tralian, New South Wales and Victorian Dried 
Fruit Boardo advising as follo\vs :-

West Australia.-"That Innocent Weed had 
been declared noxious throughout the State." 

Victoria.-"That Innocent Weed was pro
claimed a noxious weed within the City of 
Mildura and the Shire of Mildura on January 
7, 1941." e 

New South Wales. - "'That inquiries are 
being made as to the area in New South 
Wales where Innocent Weed is to be found." 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by agents, as at March 31, 

ru~sclose the following position:-
VINE FRUITS 

1941 1~40 1939 

Currants . . . . . . 
Sultanas ..... . 
Lexias ...... . 

Tons 
327 
540 

867 
TREE FRUITS 

Apricots .. .. .. 302 
Nectarines ... .. 18 
P·eaches .. .. ... 29 
Pears .. .. 
Prunes .. .. .. 32 

-
381 

Ton'S 
338 
465 

803 

348 
13 
86 

104 
-
551 

Tons 
315 
638 

953 

269 
8 

38 

155 
-
470 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

l'ty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect llfe in Dried Fruits 
are a-dvised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1'934, has been ap~ 
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esteirs, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention .. 

.1J," 
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THE ACTIVITIES QE,"THE JOINT 
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

Successful Campaign 
The last report submitted by the Chairman, Mr. P. ]. Moloney, gives details 

of an extensive itinerary being carried put by the publicity officers, Messrs. 
Rumble and Matthews. This covers portion of South Australia and through 
many large Victorian towns, as well as a considerable amount of work in Tas
mania. Shows were visited, windows dressed in many centres, and showcases 
were prepared at the Housewives Association, the Victorian Market and Flinders 
Street railway station. 

Mr. Rumble proceede1i to Sydney for the 
Royal Empire Show, visiting coastal centres 
en route. At this show the committee reserv~ 
ed the same space as last year, and in addition 
was granted 100 square feet free space by the 
Royal Agricultural Society, which also under· 
took to supply the material necessary to erect 
a suitaible stand. It was considefed that this 
stand would be well suited for ·the object of 
educating housewives in the various grades, 
and uses of dried fruits. 

A statement of receipts and expenditure for 
all shows in the Commonwealth for 1940 was 
presented, after having been approved by the 
Accounts Branch of the Department of Agri· 
culture. 

The report goes on to deal in detail regard
ing the work of this a,ctive committee. Mr. 
Moloney states:-

DISPLAY MATERIAL: "APPEAL" 
CUT-OUTS 

Unfortunately, owing to the disorganisation 
in interstate shipping during the mOnth of 
November, and various other circumstances 
outside the Committee's control, a consider· 
able delay occurred in the delivery of consign
ments of these cards in Sydney and Adelaide. 
However, immediately upon the arrival of the 
parCels in the various capital cities, the Secre
ta:ries of the Boards in Sydney, Adelaide and 
Perth arranged for their prompt distribution 
to leading grocers, and reports have been re~ 
ceived. by the Committee that these cards have 
evoked highly favorable comment, and mate~ 
rially assisted grocers in their sales of plum 
pudding and fruit cakes; 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 
For the month preceeding the Christmas 

holidays, a large number of windows in prom
inent positions was secured amongst leading 
grocers and shopkeepers in the various capital 
cities for the purpose of featuring Christmas 
displays. From reports received, the sales 
were hig:hly satisfactory. During 1940, ap
proximately 300 windows were dressed in Vic
toria. alone bY the Committee's Publicity Offi
cers, as against 220 in 1939 by window dress-
ing contractors. ,_ 

CARTONS OF DRIED FRUITS FOR 
SOLDIERS IN CAMPS 

On the 19tb ult., a letter was received from 
W. A. Blake Pty. Ltd., (the firm which is sup
plying these cartons), stating that the Canteen 
Board of Victol-ia had placed an order for 39 
dozen 3d. cellophane packets of sultanas and 
39 dozen cellopihane packets of raisins (6 

·crown lexias). In a telephone conversation 
on the 24th inst., Mr. Blake informed the Com
mittee that an Order had just come to hand 
for an additional 10 gros·s to be despatched to 
the Mt. Martha and Balcombe camps, Victoria. 

The Committee has arranged for Mr. Blake 
to interview Lieut.~Col. W .. S. Hosking, Direc~ 
tor General of Canteen Servi-c~s, Australia, 
with a view to discussing with him the com~ 
mercia! possibilities of using theSe cellophane 
packets of Australian dried fruits in canteens 
in England and the Middle East. 

INCLUSION OF STONED DATES IN 
EMERGENCY RATIONS OF THE 

AIR FORCE 
The Cha.irman stated that, following repre~ 

sentations which had been made by the Gom~ 
mittee in regard to this matter, the Secretary 
of the Department of Air had advised the Com· 
mittee that a recommendation will shortly b-e 
placed before the Air Board, that units be re
quested, wherever possible, to stock in their 
canteens, Australian-grown dried fruits in lieu 
of dates and other foreign-grown fruits. 

TRAMWAY ADVERTISING 
It is interesting; to note that, in a letter dat~ 

ed 5th December, 1940, from the Tramway 
Advertising Contractors, the Commi~tee· was 
notified that "the dried fruits advertisements 
in the Melbourne trams proved by far the most 
popular with the pubUc in the November com~ 
petition conducte'd in the trams and 'buses in 
which tram travellers were aske·d to sta.te why 
thesn preferred any particular advertisement in 
the trams. :With more than 100 different ad
vertisers from which t'O choose, 24 per cent. 
of the total entries in the November competi
tion named the dried fruits advertisement as 
the best poster in the trams. The second 
highest advertisement named secured 13 per 
cent." 

TINNED PLUM PUDDINGS AND 
- FRUIT CAKES 

It is pleasing to report that the Tinned Plum 
Pudding and Fruit Cake campaign, which is 
being conducted by the Committee, is achiev~ 
ing splendid results. Recerit statements made 
in the Press and over the radio by men who 
have returned from the theatre of war em~ 
phasise the popularity of tinned foods for 
soldiers in the Middle East, and it is proposed, 
therefore, to continue this form of advertis
ing. On the 22nd inst., the manager of Swal~ 
low ·& Ariell Ltd. advised the Committee that, 
quite apart from exceptionally .large orders for 
consignments of overseas parcels; his firm's 
local sales during re,cent months have easily 
created a record for the last ten years. 

The :manager of the grocery department, Foy 
& Gibson Pty. Ltd., has reported an increase 
of 15 per cent. for tinned plum puddings and 
60 per cent. for dried fruits generally' during 
1'940, a,nd stated he was confident that he 
would more than double these figures in 1941. 
The manage,r of the- grocery department, Myer 
Emporium Ltd., also informed the Committee 
that sales of plum puddings and frult cakes 
had shown a marked increase during recent 
months. The secretaries of the New South 
Wales and South Australian Dried Fruits 
BoardS stated that they had received similar. 
advices from the principal stores in their res
pe'Ctive cities. It is gratifying to note that, 
in each instance, the management ascribe 
these increased sales to window displays of 
dried fruits and to the practice adopted by 
these firms of showing fruit on the counters 
and in other prominent positions, thus bring~ 
ing them under the immediate notice of the 
purchasing public. 

Barmera Co-operative Pacldng Co. Ltd~ 
BARMERA, S.A. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT I'A.CKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, I'nternational Harvester 

Coy. Ltd., McCormick·Deering Tractors. 

P_.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 & 32 
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THE WEST AUSTRALIAN BOARD 
ANNUAL REPORT 

boards were purc-hased and made available to 
storekeepers at Herne Hill, Caverabam, Upper 
and Middle Swan, and the minutes of the 
meetings may be perused there by the growers 
interested in matters affecting the industry. 

The Currant Position 
Disposal of Fruit Suitable fol" Distillation.

Restrictions were imposed bY the Federal Go
vernment on the sale of dried fruits for dis
tillation, and as this action preyented the dis
posal of the 1940 Western Australian fruits 
which were unfit for human conaumptio-n, but 
were a source of income to growers if sold for 
distillation, pressure was urged by the Board 
and registered dealers in an a·pp-roach to the 
responsible Federal Minister. As the result 
of these efforts, the whole of such fruit in "\~tes· 
tern Australia was disposed of. 

Suggested Fruit Classification Not Approved By Minister 

We set out features of the Annual Report of the operations of the Board 
submitted by the Chairman, Mr. A. H. Dickson, that are of particular interest. 
The pack for the 1940 season was: Currants 2,978 tons, Sultana! 430 tons, 
and Lexias 262 tons. It will be noted that the preponderance of currant pro
duction involves some prdblems-particularly is this the case where they are 
the main product of a property. 

Publicity.-The desire to increase the use 
and consUmption of dried. fruits within the 
Commonwealth, and in Western Austra:lia. in 
particular, has been intensified. The publi-ca
tion and distribution of suitable recipes ir· 
volving the use of dried vine fruits have been 
availed of once more through the C'ountry 
Women's Association Cookery Book, and hun
dreds of a specially prepared Dried Fruit 
Cookery; Book drawn up by the Dried Fruit 
Publicity Committee have been circulated 
through appropliate Channels. 

However, the better returns promised for 
this fruit from recent sales to Great Britain 
and the general firming, in prices are of some 
help. To growers o.f both Sultanas and Cur~ 
rants the arrangement concerning Sultana ex
port is of some help. The Western Austra
lian crop of ,Currants for 1941 is reported to 
be of' good quality, and with the drastic losses 
in quantity a.nd grade in the E1aste,rn States
estimated at 50 per cent. in tonnage and below 
a two crown average-the West can hope to 
benefit from their quality and in the propor
tionately greater home quota that should re
sult. 

SALES TO GREAT BRITAIN IN 1940 
In commenting on the sale of Australian 

fruit in the United Kingdom, the report states, 
after dealing with thP quantities, in view of 
the season's record production, satisfa.ction 
must be expressed at the success which_ has 
crowned thn efforts of the controlling export 
authorities. The price fixed for currants was 
disappointing, where those for Sultanas and 
Lexias were firm, and as the greater portion 
of the Western Australian Pack was made up 
of Curra,nts, the local growers suffered accord
ingly. lt was pointed out to the Common
wealth Dried -Fruits Control Board that prior 
to the pre,sent war, in an open selling market, 
the grade and quality of W.A. Currants usually 
CQmmanded a higher p-rice than those shipped 
from the othef. States, and it was considered 
that some adjustment in favor of Western Aus
tralia should be made' in the proceeds arising 
from the British acquisition. The prices in 
sterling delivered into Warehouse, United 
Kingdom Ports, ranged from £35 for 4-crown 
Currants to £26 for 1~crown, with Sultanas at 
a flat price of £30 per ton. While the Con
trol Board sympathised with W.A. growers, 
yet, as otherwise an excess quantity of Cur
rants would have been left on the Common
wealth market, it was considel"ed the decision 
of the Government of the United Kingdom to 
purchase the entire surplus of the Australian 
Currant crop had averted a most serious set
back to the industry, and no discrimination as 
to prices in the various States ,could be made. 

Dealing with matters affecting the welfare 
of the industry, the report states. that, follow
ing the conference with r·epresentatives of the 
growers, registered dealers, and packing, sheds 
which took place in September, 1939, negotia
tions have been carried on with a view to im
proving and stabilising the conditions of the 
industry, and particularly 'in an endeavor to 
facilitate growers in the classification of their 
fruit at the ,packing sheds. The result has 
been communicated to the growers through 
their organisation. 

DOOR CLASSIFI·CATION 
In regard to this, consideration was given 

early in the year to the preparation of appro
priate :regulations under the A,ct as . to Door 
Classification of Dried Fruits, in conformity 
with those in operation in the other produc
ing States. There were drafted and approv
ed, forwarded to the registered packing. houses, 
with an invitation for comment and recom
mend·ation, and then submitted to the Ron. 
the Minister, with a request that such should 
be sanctioned and gazetted, and that the Act 
shuold be amended where found necessary. It 
is regretted that the Minister decided that at 
the time the request could be acceded to. 

Other matterB. dealt with in the report are: 
1940 Voluntary Agreement.-It is re.corded 

that an agreement entered into for 1939 be
tween registered dealers and the Australian 
Dried FTuits Assodation for the voluntary ma-r
ketiRg of Dried Vine Fruits on an agreed ex
port bazh,:, in 0rder to clear the large surplus 
over and above Australian consumption and 
needs, was renewed for 1940, to the advantage 
of growers. 

Illegal Trading in Dried Fruits.-During the 
year special attention has been given to the 
prevention of illegal trading in dried fruits. 
Under the Dried Fruits Act any Grower who 
produces drried fruit for sale or barter must 
deliver same to a packing house registered by 
the Board for processing and disposal, and 
failure to do so renderS' the offender liable to 
a severe fine. The Regulations under the Act 
also provide that any shopkeeper receiving or 
buying dried fruits dire.ct from a grower is 
guilty of an offence. The Board has notified 
every shopkeeper in the State- in writing, to 
such effect, and during the year engaged an 
inspector t'O enforce the law in· relation to 
dried fruits. It is intended dnrlng tne com· 

. ing year to take drastic action with any grower 
.or shopkeeper not complying with the Aet and 
Regulations. 

MinUtes of Board·· Meetings.-So that grow
might be kept fully informed of the monthly 
Board meeting proceedings, suitable notice 

T.he Board members have made inspections, 
and collaborated with the Dried Fruit Publi
city Committee and the local expert appointed 
by that committee, in developing effective 
window displays in various suburban shops 
within the Perth Metropolitan Area. These 
displays are being improved and made as at
tractive as possible, to encourage the buying 
public to cultivate· an increased interest in the 
purchase of dried fruits. 

Generai.-We believ·e that the best interests 
of growers have had watchful attention and 
care throughout the year by those ad-minister
ing the industry. 

INCOME AND EXPENOITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31st, 194!1 

Dec. 31st., 1940 · £ s. d. Dec. 31st,l940 
EXPENDITURE I INCOME 

To Secretarial . . . . . . . . . . . . 250 0 0 By Packing .Shed Registration Fees 
" General Expenses . . . . . . 20 8 7 J " Growers' Contributions 
" Legal Expenses . . . . . . . . . 1 1 0 " Interest . . . . . . .-. . . . . . . 
" Printing and Stationery 15 17 11 
" Inspection Fees . . . . . . . ., . . 126 15 7 
" Investigations . . . . . . 91 10 0 
" Postages and Telegrams 15 7 0 
" Audit Fee . . . . . . ·. . 4 0 0 
" Publicity""" . . . . .. . . .. 3 8 6 
" Depreciation . . . . . . . . 6 15 0 
" Scrutinising Imports . . . . . 30 0 0 
" Boar:d Fees and Ex-penses . . 96 18 6 
" Excess of Income over Ex:pen-

diture -.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 12 5 

£807 14 6 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31st, 194!1 

LIABILITIES 
Sundry .creditors . . . . . . . . 
Registration Fees paid in advance 
Excess of Assets over Liabilities 

7 10 0 
6 0 0 

1681 11 7 

ASSET'S 
Cash in 

Hand 
Cash at Bank: 

Current . 888 10 
Fixed . . 800 0 

Office Furniture 

9 
0 

£ B. d. 
4 10 10 

1688 10 9 

£ 
6 

780 
21 

B. d. 
0 0 
8 0 
6 6 

£807 14 6 

£ s. d. 

1693 1 7 
2 0 0 

£1695 1 7 £1695 1 7 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

• 
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NEW SEASON'S PRICES FOR 
VINE FRUITS AND PRUNES 

The following rates for new season's fruits have been fixed by the Board 
of Management, with the permission of the Prices Commissioner. They are 
operative as from March~J st. In the case of Sultanas four crown and five 
crown have been reduced one farthing on opening rates. This was decided 
upon, having regard to the proponderance of the higher grades due to the 
abnormally favorable drying season, with a view to assisting the storekeepers 
with sales. 

The following are the details:-

CURRANTS 

10 Tons 100 Boxes 
Per lb. Per lb. 

4 crown .. S!d. S.d. 
3 Crown .. .. sod. 8,\d. 
.2 Crown 7~d . Hd. 
1 Crown ?gd. 7ld. 

M.F. .. .. .. 6:lQ. 6>d. 

SULTANAS 

5 crown 9§d. 9ld. 
4 Crown .. 8§d. 8ft d. 
3 :Crown .. S~d. sod. 
2 Crown Sd. 8§:d. 
1 Crown ?>d. 7id~ 

Plain .. 7!d. Hd. 

LEX IAS and WAL THAMS 

6 Crown 
5 Crown 
4 Crown 
Seedless 
3 Crown 
2 erown 

Hd. ?>d. 
6~d. 6~d. 
6~d. 6~d. 
6~d. 6~d. 
6~d. 6~d. 
6~d. 6~d. 

One Box 
Per lb. 

S.d. 
S~d. 
7!d. 
7~d. 
6jd. 

S<d. 
8§d. 
Sgd. 
Sid. 
8d. 
7~d. 

8d. 
7d. 
6§d. 
7d. 
6gd. 
6~d. 

currants, Sultanas or Lexias, packed in 
(:ellophane or cartons, 1/3 per dozen on. 

SEEDED RAISINS 

1 lb. cartons (pe~:' dozen) 
12 oz. cartons (per dozen) 

8 oz. cartons (per dozen) 
Bulk (per lb.) 
Bulk Midgets . . . . . . 

10 Tons 
s;n 
6;1o• 
4/11 

nct. 
7?td. 

One Box 
s;1o• 
7/1!; 
5/-

S§d. 
7!d. 

These list prices are for Adelaide, Mel· 
bourne, Sydney, Newcastle and producing, cen· 
tres in South Australia, Victoria and New 
South W_ales-

For Fremantle, Perth, Albany:-
(a) Apricots, Nectarines, Peaches an.d Pears 

produce,d in all States-List prices . 
(b) Currants, Sultanas, Lexias, Walthams, 

Seeded Haisins and Muscatels produced in 
South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales-Add id. per lb. to List prices. 

For Brisbane, Hobart, Launceston, Devon
port, Burnie--Add id. lb. per lb. to List prices. 

For Maryborough, Bundaberg, Gladstone, 
Rockhampton, Mackay, Bowen, T.ownsville 
(Qld.)-Add ~d. to List prices. 

For Cairns (Qld.) and Geraldton ("T.A.)
Add 1d. per lb. to List prices. 

For ports north of Cairns (Qld.) and north 
of Gera.lctton (W.A.)-Add §d. per Ib to List 
prices. 

CHOICE D'AGEN PRUNES (SINGLE BOX PRICES) 

2S 
Ibs. 

10 7~lb. 7*lb glass 2-lb. tins 1-lb. tins 1-~b. gla.ss Cartons 

30/40 
40/60 
511/60 
60/70 
70/80 
80/90 
90/100 

100/120 

lOli;,d. 
10~d. 

9~d. 
8jd. 
8~d. 
7~d. 
6.d. 
6~d. 

Stand1ard, ~d. 

lbs. tins 
(6 to 
case) 

,!Lid. nw. 
lO@d. lOgd. 

9.d. SOd. 
9~d. 9~-d. 
S~d. S~d. 
8§d. 8§d. 
7i}d. 7~d. 
6~d. 6~d. 

per lb. less than 

jars (6 to (2li doz. 
case) to case) 

ll.d. 25/6 doz. 
ll§d. 24/3 doz. 
10~d. 22/9 doz. 
Sid. 21/9 doz. 
9~·d. 20/9 doz. 
S~d. 19/3 doz. 
?>d. 17/9 doz. 
7~d. 16/9 doz. 

Choice. 

(5 doz. jars (4 doz. (4 doz. 1-lb. 
to case) to case) to case) 

13/9 doz. 14/9 doz. 11/9 doz. 
13/H; doz. 14/10 doz. 11/1o doz. 
12/4i'J doz. 13/4~ doz. 10/40 dOZ. 

11/10?,; doz. 12/10§ doz. 9/10i doz. 
11/H doz. 12/4·2 doz. 9/4o doz. 
10/7~ d:oz. ll/7l! doz. s;n doz. 
9/10:?.! doz. 10/10l! doz. 7/100 doz. 
9/H doz. 10/4o doz. 7/4! doz. 

Plain (when available), 1d. per lb. less than Choice. 

CHOICE PRUNES, ALL VARIETIES OTHER THAN D,AGEN (SINGLE BOX PRICES) 

28 ,10 7-lb. 7-lb. glass 2-lb tins 1-lb. tins l-Ib. glas.s Cartons 
lbs. lbs. tins jars (6 to (22 doz. (5 doz. jars ( 4 doz. ( 4 doz.l-!lb. 

: 
(6 to case) case) to case) to case) to case) to caBe) 

30/40 10,d. 10~d. 10~d. lll;d. 24/6 doz. 13/3 doz. 14/3 dOz. 11/3 doz. 
40/50 9~d. 1ood. 10-§d. 10~d. 23/3 doz. 12/7~ doz. 13/7o doz. ro;n doz. 
50/60 8~·d. 9~d. 9!d. 9.d. 21/~ doz. 11/10o doz. 12/10l! doz. 9/10~ doz. 
60/70 8~d. S.d. S!d~ 9~d~ 20/9 doz. 11/H doz. ~2/H doz. 9/4§ doz. 
70/SO 7id~ 8~d. Sid. S.d. 19/9 d'OZ. 10/10~ doz. 11/10~ doz. S/10o doz. 
80/~0 7§d. 7~d. 7~d. S§d. 18/3 doz. 10/1?3 doz. 11/H doz. S/1i doz. 
90/100 6~d. 6jd. 6§d, 7~d. 16/9 doz. 9/H doz. 10/4?! doz. 7/4!; doz. 

100/120 5.d. 6id. 6~d. 6gd. 15/9 doz. 8/10~ doz. 9/10~ doz. 6/10?: doz 
Standard, ?!d. lb. less than Choice. 
Plain (when available), 1d. per- lb. less than Choice. 

SMALL PRUNES, ALL VARIETIES 
(SINGLE BOX PRICES) 

28 lb. boxes, Hd·. per lb. 
7lb. tins, 5~d. per lb. 

Fi¥e 28-lb. box lots, or 140 lbs. in other pac
kages, 2§ per cent. trade discount. 

Fifty 28-lb. box lots, or 1400 lbs. in other 
packages, 5 per cent. trade discount. 

(FiftY' box lots if paid for as though prompt 
delivery taken; buyers may, if they require, 
get extended deliv·ery in two equal p-arcels 
over two months). 

Seven lb. glass jars will be charged at 2/
each, plus 1/3 per Clas'€ and cardrboard packing, 
which amounts are recover3ible when cases 
and jars are retui'ned in good order and condi
tion. 

These prices are for Adelaide, Me[bourne, 
Sydney, Newcastle and producing centres in 
Victoria. South Australia, and New South 
w-ales. 

For Brisbane, Fremantle, Perth, Albany, 
Hobart, Launceston, Devonport, and ,Burnie, 
add ~d. per 1b. to prices in every instance. 

Other main p01'is in Queensland, not north 

THE VALUE OF 
DRAINAGE 

Speaking at a recent conference, Mr. A. V. 
Lyon, Officer-in~Oharge of the Merbein Re
search Station, in the course of an address 
on Drainage, made s~ome interesting comments. 
He stated that possibly the most outstanding 
feature in recent years, on the production side 
of the dried fruits industry, is- the advent of 
agricultural drainage. The actual accomplish
ment of agricultural drainage works illustrates 
a definite change in viewpoint. For centuries 
the general viewpoint was that, with the intro
duction of irrigation, the deterioration of the 
la.nd was inevitable; and this1 viewpoint was 
borne out by the rise and fall of the earlier 
irrigation settlements in many parts of the 
universe. In recent years a great deal of in
vestigation of the underlying causes of deteri
oration has taken place. The position is now 
reached where the causes of deterioration are 
known; and the measures necessary for pre
servation and restoration of productivity are 
also known. Thus the present vie,wpoint is 
that, with adequate draiooge and sound irri
gation management, there is no reason why 
the irrigated lands should not remain perma
nently productiV'e. 

YIELD INCREASES 
Dealing with this aspect, Mr. Lyon said that 

Mr. P. Malloch had recently taken out produc· 
tion figures for the Mildura In-igation Trust 
area, the major portion of which has now b~en 
irrigated for fifty years. Mr. Malloch stated: 

"The yield of sultanas. over five-year periods, 
each ending, in the year tabulated, is as fol-· 
lows·-

1929 
1930 
1931 
19-3!::l 
1933 
1934 

19.5 
20.8 
20~ 7 
20.1 
23.9 
22.4 

1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1~39 
1940 

22.6 
24.7 
26.1 
27.1 
27.2 
28.S 

"Converted to a cash basis the results are: 
Five-year average ended 1940, 2·8.8 cwt. per 
acre; five-year average ended 1935, 22.6 cwt. 
per acre; average annual increase, 6.2 cwt. per 
acre. 

"The area of sultanas is 6096 acres. There
fore, the annual crop increase is 1889 tons, 
which, valued af £30 per ton, represents 
£56,670 per annum. ' 

"The figures of production of currants and 
lexias· do -not show .the same increase, but this 
is attributable to a- succession of adverse har
vest seasons for both these fruits. One could 
confidently assume and prove an increase in 
annual value of our Mildura crop at £ 65,000." 

"One naturally hesitates to ascribe, this in
creas,e whoHy to drainage," added Mr. Lyon, 
"but it is certain that drainage is a major fac
tor. We have many authentic indivi-dual cases 
where yields have doubled; and a few more 
striking cases where patche,s formerly unpro
ductive have come back into bearing. When 
drainage was first proposed, and the high es~ 
timate of cost became known, a number of our 
leading district men naturally had doubts as 
to the wisdom of the, expenditure. At the 
present time there is complete agreement that 
the expenditure was well worth while, and 
that drainage was one o·f the soundest steps 
ever taken in the Mildura district." 

1941 CROP PROSPECTS 
This is estimated to be down some 25,000 

tons on last year, currants in p-articular, carry
ing a heavy loss. Prices should show some 
advance. In Australia they are subject to 
control and, the increased cost of production 
warrant the sympathetic consideration of the 
Prices Commissioner. 

of Townsville; and in Western Australia, south 
of Geraldton, add ~d. per lb. to prices in every 
instance. 

Cairns, Queensland, or Geraldton, W.A., add 
~d; per lb. to prices in every instance. 

Ports in Queensland, north of Cairns; and 
VVestern Australia, north of Geraldt-on, add ~d. 
per lb. to prices· in every instance. 
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CO .. OPERATIVE COMPANY HAS 
RECORD YEAR 

Rebate System to be Discontinued 
The operations of the Mildura Co-operative Company, the largest in the 

industry, are always of interest, and while a full report has been published in 
"Sunraysia Daily," we set out features of the statement for the interest of our 
readers ,in other States. A notable change in the policy is the abandonment 
of the system of rebate on packing charges and commission. Dealing with 
this the Chairman (Mr. E. ]. Casey) said:-

.. Your directors after consideraible thought 
have decided on certain changes of policy 
which we feel will meet with the approval of 
the shareholders and fruit supplie.rs. In the 
past at the annual meeting it has been cus
tomary to announce that a rebate of so much 
per ton has been made on the charges for 
packing and commission charges. 

"This year your directors have decided to 
abandon the rebate system and have made a 
straight out reduction in the charges for 
packing and selling commission and, therefore, 
the amount growers have received in the past 
as rebate will this year come to you as in
creased proceeds for the fruit in the pools. 

"The rebate system was initiated during the 
last war, as a means of increasing the com
pany's capital, and the re.bMes were i'ssued as 
bonus certificates, bearing the same rate of 
interest .a·s the capital, and at that time were 
not payable in cash. In 1'924 the rebates 
were made paya'ble in cash to all suppliers of 
fruit who were fully capitalised in the com
pany. Your directors feel that the rebate 
system which, in the past, was materially help
ful in building up the resources of the com
pany has now served its pul"pose, and for that 
reason have abandoned the old system." 

DIVIDEND AND TRADING DISCOUNT 
Dealing wit-h these items the Chairman con

tinued:-
''I have pleasure in announceing that your 

directors have decided to give a discount of 
four per cent. on all goods except superphos
phate. purChased by shareholders from the 
company. This is another change of policy 
which we feel will be popular with growers, 
and will give some benefit to those grower
shareholders who purchase their requirements 
from the company. 

"'With regard to t,he dividend payable on 
share capital, your directors are recommend
ing that it be at the rate of six per cent. 
against the seven per cent. paid over the past 
24 ye.ars. This change, your directors feel. is 
in keeping with the policy of cheaper money 
being observed throughout the world. A few 
years ago Government loans were issued at 
five per cent. and reduced during the depres
_sion to four per cent. The present daY rate 
is three per cent., so that six per cent. still 
gives quite a good return on the capital in
vested. 

FINANCIAL POSITION SOUND 
Largely due to new growers joining the com

pany and ta;king shares the paid up capital 
has increased during the year by £6,448 to 
£116,913; and the Reserve Account stands at 
£12,500. Growers' Bonus Deposits, on which 
six pe::r cent. interest is payable, increased by 
£70 to £2,695. Sweat boxes were now 
valued at £ 5,500, an increase of £1,100 for the 
year. Stocks on hand are valued at £60,000. 

DELAY AT DOORS 
This appears to be a problem at most pack

ing houses in a season ertremely favorable to 
drying. Th,e matter was discussed and sug
gestions made for more facilities for receiving 
fruit. The General Manager, Mr. D. C. Win
terbottom, in answering questions, said that 
the problem was becomirig serious. It was 
an economic one; and the question arose 

whether it was desired to take the frutt in in 
three weeks· and have a lot of capital lying 
idle for 49 weeks. With the recent record 
pack of 20,797 tons for the season the company 
had taken ill fruit at the rate of 3,600 tons a 
week, and many were amazed that a fruit 
company had handled 700 tons in a day. Mr. 
Winterbottom ad-ded that it was in his mind 
that if the company did afford facilities for 
faster receipts, growers would accelerate their 
deliveries proportionately and delays would 
still occur in periods of good weather. 

TRIBUTE TO LONDON PEOPLE 
Starting that over 10,000 tons of the com

pany's fruit had been sent to London and en
trusted to the Overseas Farmers Co-operative 
Federation, Mr. Winterbottom said that it was 
with gratitude that the company realised that 
this stewardship on our behalf was carried 
out so faithfully under extremely dangerous 
conditions caused by the ruthle,ss bombing of 
the Mother Country. 

In reply to a question he stated that these 
difficulties were such that two successive 
mails carrying "advices" had not been re
ceived. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
The Citrus paCk was 75,000 cases, and the 

company's three fumigating p-lants have been 
fully employed during the season. 

The products of the by~products factory 
have found excellent sales, an~ this- section o.f 
the company's operations is being increased. 
During the year a small saw mill has been 
established to process all available timber use
ful for box shooks. 

An interesting fe3.ture of the report of this 
progressive company is the statement by the 
Chairman to the affect that turnover was ap
proaching £1,000,000. 

CALIFORNIAN GROWERS 
EMULATE A.D.F.A. 

An· interesting development appears to be 
on the way in California, where for so long 
the apparent lack of ability to p-ull as a team 
has so disrupted collective bargaining by grow
ers that a state of chaos appears the rule. 
The President of the Californian Raisin and 
Grape Producers' Association recently stated 
the following points:-

1. "No growers' effort to better conditions 
in the raisin industry can be of material per
manent benefit unless it provides for an open 
road to market by an exelusively grower-con~ 
trolled marketing agency." 

2. "The growers cannot rely upon political 
or governmental agencies to permanently work 
out the welfare of their industry." 

3. "The ro.isin growers of Califoria should 
unite on a fair basis with Sun-Maid to estab
lish a complete growers controlled open road 
to market." (From the "California Fruit 
News'). 

Any attempt to build up a reasonable price 
in the United States is of interest here, and its 
success can have a far reaching affect on the 
gElneral stability of the dried fruits interests, 
oarticularly ih the post~war period when many 
Problems will have to be met. 

Meeting Of Consultative 
Committee Recommends 

Levy Be Unaltered 

5 

A meeting of the Consultative Committee ot 
the v.a.rious State Dried Fruits Boards was held' 
in Melbourne, at which all the Boards were 
represented with the exception of the West 
Australian Board. Those present were: Mr. 
Parker J. Moloney, Chairman of the Victorian 
Board, who presided; Mr. G. J. Evatt, Chair· 
man of the New SOuth Wales Board; and Mr. 
Hugh crawford, DeputY~ 'Chairman of the 
South Australian Board (in the absence of the 
Chairman, Mr. G. A. W. Pope). Also in at
tendance were the Secretary of the Sout}l 
Australian Board (Mr. W. N. Twiss) and the 
Secretary of the New South Wales Board (Mr. 
G. A. Try) . 

Before the meeting opened, the Chairman 
referred to the death of Mr. Pope's son in a 
recent R.A.A.F. accid.ent, and a resolution was 
adopted expressing the sympathy of the Com
mittee with Mr. and Mrs. Pope. 

In accordance with the procedure adopted 
that each Board should hold the office of Chair
man for a period of one year, Mr. G. A. W. 
Pope (Chairman of the South Australian 
Board') was appointed Chairman for the erum~ 
ing year. 

Following upon the passage of legislation in 
Queensland to as.sist the industry in prevent
ing illeg.al trafficking in dried fruits, Mr. C. N. 
Hall had been appointed an Inspector und·er 
the Queensland legislation to carry out in
spectorial duties in that State. 

The question of further plantings of vines 
was· considered at the meeting at great length, 
and the consensus of opinion was that, in view 
of the economic position existing in the indus~ 
try, further plantings of vines should be dis
couraged. It was considered that a committee 
consisting of the irrigation authorities in each 
State should be constituted to supervise au 
proposals for further plantings, and thus safe
guard the terms of the "Gentlemen's Agree
ment" amongst the three States concerned. 

The estimated expenditure for the State 
Boards for the ensuing year was considered at 
length, and it was agreed -to recommend the 
State Boards to again fix the rate of the grow
ers' annual contribution for the year 1941 at 
4/3 per ton. The estimated production for 
1941 indicated that· this rate would not be sur~ 
ficient to meet the estftnated expenditure of 
the Boards for the year, and, therefore, re
course may require to be made to the Board's 
reserve fund:s. 

A statement, showing estimated· production 
foi- the year 1941, was submitted, together 
with figures showing the annual normal Com· 
monwealth consumption of each variety of 
dried fruits, and the following opening home 
consumption quotas were recommended:-

Dried Currants . . . . 17% 
Dried Sultanas . . . . 14% 
Lexias . . . . . . . . . . • . 20% 
Dried Prunes . . . . . . . . . . 100% 
Dried Peaches .·. 65% 
Dried Apricots . . . . . . . . . 60'% 
Dried Nectarines . . . . . . . 95% 
Dried Pears . . . . . . . . . . 40% 

Subsequent to the taking of these' estimates, 
advice was received b~ the Committee of seri
ous rain damage to currants in the irrigation 
areas. When tlie extent of this damage can 
be definitely assessed, it may be necessary to 
make an early increase in the currant quota. 

The meeting of the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee followed that of the Consultative 
Committee. A comprehensive report on the 
activities of the Committee was submitted by 
the Chairman (Mr. Parker J. Moloney), which. 
among.st other interesting matters, revealed a 
progressiVe increase in the Commonwealth 
sales of dried fruits-ali. increase which was 
attributed largely to the advertising campaign 
which is being ~onducted throughout the Com~ 
monwealth by the ·Commi_ttee. 
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MILDURA, MAY 9, !c941 

lABOR FOR THE INDUSTRY 

THE lessons learned from the past harvest 
season in regard to the problem of the. 

supply of efiicient labor should be taken seri
ously by growers and their organisations, and 
every possible action taken to guard against 
any possibility of a shortage for next se.ason. 
This action should not be Left until the dan
o-er is with us, but every alternative examin
~d now. The Setting up of bureaux )n the 
main_. centres of production and the wide 
advertising plan for workers did much to 
alleviate what could have been a difficult posi
tion. As it eventuated we were able to ob
tain jus~ sufficient labor to see us. through. A 
large percentage of this came from sources far 
from. city areas, in fact the proportion from 
these areas was very small. Of the two 
thousand or more applications received by the 
bureau set up by the Mildura District- growers 
a very big percentage came from family 
groups that had not been to the harvesting 
work ·before; a number came from people who 
were prepared to come if the industry was in 
trouble, and the balance from seasonal work
ers and those from farming areas under 
drought conditions. This was the experience 
in other centres, where similar organisation 
took place, and the fact 'that we just got 
through was undoubtedly due to the organisa
tion that was carried ou't. Further, it en
abled us to be satisfied that the position pre
ceed~g the harvest was safe;, and also, from 
reports, it possibly had the effect of killing 
any incipient agitation by certain groups to 
endeavor to force certain extreme demands 
on growers, which were apparently based on 
the assumption that the industry was at the 
mercy of such groups, who, it can be stated, 
were in no way connected with the Union. 

Incidentally the organisations learned a lot of 
the complacency of growers, and the selfish
ness of certain types in their attitude to an 
effort that was of sound value to them and of 
service to workers. The inevitable percen
tage were found who leave e.verything until 
the last moment-applying for the addresses of 
applicants at a time when many of these 
workers had gone to other fields of opportun
·ity after vainly waiting for placement or some 
assurance. Then the type of grower, who, 
after arrangiqg with the bureaux _to contact 
selected applicants, callously ignored an obli
gation if by some chance he ran into- some
one on the spot-meanwhile the applicants 
having been recorded as placed were tempor
arily marked off the list. It is to be expected 
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that these frailities of human nature will per
sist to some extent, but they should not be 
such that upset a scheme for the ultimate good 
of the majority. 

The weakness of any bureau system of en
gagement through an intermediary is that it 
does not always permit the people most con
cerned to make immediate contact in person, 
and thus facilitate a more definite arrange
ment. This was obvious from the percentage 
of applicants who, on the other hand, did not 
reply when growers who had obtained their 
names wrote them. However, allowing for 
the number who defaulted from careless 
motives. or from change of intention it: is 
fairly certain that a lot got tired of waiting 
and went elsewhere for work. 

One thing that comes out of the experience 
of last s·eason is the fact that we had a nar
row escape from being shorthanded-that the 
org~nisation was of great value, notwithstand
ing some weaknesses, and that it must have 
more and earlier support if it is to be effective 
in meeting the prdblem for the coming season. 
In these times: of growing and urgent demand 
for almost any sort of labor, growers can no 
longer hop.e to have. it handed them on a tray 
to pick and choose. Rather, having regard 
to the tremendous and ever-growing call for 
munitions and war servic·e over the past few 
months, will the grower become the suppli
cant for ·whatever labor is offering. A good 

c season in the wheat industry-and one is surely 
due-will make a big difference to the avail
ability of men. The wages that secondary 
industries can offer are becoming increasingly 
attractive. In short we have a problem ahead 
-other primary industries have just recently 
faced it to their detriment-:-and we_ have to 
set to work to meet it. Therefore it is not 
only the duty, but also the sound business of 
every grower to go out of his way to assist 
organised effort to meet the potentialities. 

GIFT CASES OF DRIED 
FRUITS 

The attention of donors of packages .of fruits 
to friends in the United Kingdom is drawn to 
the following. letter, over the signature of the 
South Australian Agent-General (Sir Charles 
M:ccann):-

"For many years past addressed gift pack
ages of Dried Fruits have been sent to this 
country, and the recipients have always been 
delighted with the quality and assortment of 
the package; Gift cases or packages have 
been sent over this year, and the British Cus
toms have issued the necessary import licence, 
despite the fact that in a number of 'instances 
the net weight has been considerable. H.M. 
Customs have now pointed out that, amongst 
other conditions applying to the permitted im
port of these gifts is one that such packages 
must not exceed the weight which will allow 
transmission by parcel post. Also they must 
be bona fide gifts, and addressed from one· in
divid:uaJ to another." 

It is stated that Import Licences may be 
withheld if the parcels are over the permissi· 
ble weight. 

PERSONAL 
In a letter t.o his fellow members of the 

Victorian Board, Li·eut.-Colonel Cremor, com-
1-na.nding an artilLery regiment, gave a most 
graphic account of the battle for Bardia. He 
realistically describe·s the action and states 
that~ apart from a squadron of a cavalry regi
ment, his unit was the first to fire on the Ita
lians. The result of this action, some 38,000 
prisoners, 3000 motor vehicles and over 300 
guns, tog·ether ·with many tanks, is a great 
tribute to thiS Aussie division, adds Colonel 
Cremer. To use his own words: "The in· 
fantry, from brigadier to privates, have all 
expressed. their tribute to- the great shooting 
of the artillery; so we, 8.lso, have something 
tq be proud of. The troops were simply mag
nificent," concludes this~ gunner officer. 

EXPRESSIONS OF 
SYMPA'llHY 

At meetings of the several State Boards 
and the Consultative Committee expressions 
of ·sympathy w'ere· eXIpress.ed to Mr. G. A. W. 
Pope. and his wife at the tragic loss of their 
son in a recent air accident. 

SOME ASPECTS OF FRUIT 
JUICE PRODUCTION 

Grower Effort In Western Australia 
In a recent Bul1etin issued by the Council of 

Scientific and Industrial Research some inter
esting posstbilities are indicated via the com
mercial production of fruit juices. The erec
tion of a small }a boratory at Home bush at a 
cost of some £2,800 is practically completed. 
£ 800 of this cost will come from revenue de
rived from the sale of fruit at the Griffith Re
search Station, by agreement with the New 
South Wales Water Conservation and Irriga
tion Commission. It will be remembered that 
some small amounts were placed at the dis
posal of the Council by the Dried Fruits In
dustry. 

The Bulletin states tbat there is a persis
tant demand for this work, particularly in 
view of the difficulties of export since the war 
began. Much information is available from 
other countries, but not necessarily of full 
value regarding varieties produced in Austra
lia. 

An officer of the Council has attended a 
European conference on the subject, and his 
report indicates a big expansion in this form 
of utilisation- in Continental centres (the re
port was dated 1937), TJhis contention was 
borne out by a later- detailed report on fruit 
juices from an officer of the Department of 
Commerce who, after visiting overseas, to 
study this matter, drew attention to the great 
amount of work taking place on this develop
ment. 

The Council reports that some 200,000,000 
gallon~ qf fruit juice were prepared in the 
U.S.A. from about 1,.000,000 tons of fruit in 
1938. ' 

The C.S.I.R. made :proposals, states the re
port, and these were followed by support from 
the Agricultural ·Council of the States, result
ing in the Commonwealth authorising the ex
penditure on the new laboratory. However, 
a great many technical difficulties are in
volved-suitalble lacquers for tins being a per
tinent one, together with the state of maturity, 
and the flavors to suit public taste. These 
will be dealt with, as well as the problem of 
blending, clarification, carbonation, sterilisa
tion, stm~age, etc. 

In the new laboratory attention will first be 
given to apple, citrus, pinea.pple, grape and 
prune juices. Other investigations will fol
low. The report acknowledges that juices 
are already being produced commercially, but 
on a small scale. The object of the new 
laboratory work will be to obtain data to en~ 
sure development on sound technical lines. 

The report concludes with a careful note to 
the affect that the programme includes a study 
of the costs of production, and that it is 
known that the process is not a cheap one. It 
adds that, whilst the development will not give 
a complete answer to the problem of the utili
sation of surplus and cull fruit, it will, how
ever, reduce the _problem to some extent. 

In keeping with this outline of the C.S.I.R. 
programme is a report of the West Australian 
Fruit Growers' and Market Gardeners' Associa
tion, who have sponsored the establishment 
of the Liquid Fruit Coy. Ltd. It is stated that 
the first crus~hing had Yielded 700 bottles of 
grape JUice. Opinions were that the product 
was "excellent," and at a retail price ·of 1/
per bottle (one sixth of a gallon) should have 
a ready sale. 

CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETY 
AND PRUNE GROWER 

The \Verrimah Rural Co-operative Society 
Ltd. recently appeared in the District Court at 
Young, together with Stanley Basham. 

The case is one of considerable interest to 
fruitgrowers in that the. Wirrimah Society 
claimed £ 183 for alleged breach of agree~ 
ment, while Stanley Basham, in a cross action, 
claimed £200 from the Society, contending 
that he had suffered loss t·hrough the Society 
allegedly declining to take all of his prunes. 

In outlining the claim for Mr. Basham, his 
Counsel stated that Mr. Basham was a mem
ber of the Society to which he had agreed to 
hand over his prunes for marketing. This 
was a voluntary agreement whiCh had been 
made in 1937 for that and the following four 
years. A claUse of the atreement provided 
a penal,ty of £10/4/- per acre. for any grower 
who failed to deliver his prunes to the Com
pany as agreed upon. In his counter-claim 
Mr. Basham alleged that he had suffered loss 
as the result of the Company declining to ac
cept the full quantity of his prunes. 

The jury returned a verdict for Mr. Basham 
in both actions, and awarded £65 as compen
sation. 
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l:lUBLICITY 
Increased. Grant Proposed 

This important corollary to quality production is a highly important factor 
to successful marketing. To just what extent the industry is justified in going 
is always a difficult problem as appropriations for this activity in the dried 
fruits industry are to a great extent limited by the small margin between cost 
of production and net returns. We have the difficult problem of fostering 
the use of more fruit in a country which already has, in comparison with other 
countries, a high per capita cqnsumption. ft is not a matter of selling more 
of our ''brand" than that of our competitors as in soap, tea, petrol, etc., and 
the many proprietary lines-with good margins over costs, and where the per-
capita consumptoon is not necessarily increased-but simply that the other 
fellow does not sell as much. 

T'his matter was fully discussed at a recent 
confm·ence of the Association and appiecia
iion was expressed at the work of the Pub
licity 'COIUmittee which, together with the 
selling policy of the Association, has resulted 
in cons,iderably increased sales in the 'Com
monwealth in the past few years. 

However, opinions were held by many dele
gates that a greater concentration on the re
tailers would justify an increased allotment 
of Association funds to general publicity work. 
In introducing the matter Mr. E. Sims, of Bar~ 
mera, South -Australia, said that this item was 
brought forward so that the publicity cam~ 
paign could be directed more to the retailers 
than to the C{lnsumers. It was suggested by 
the experience of the Bannera branch with the 
local retailers, whom we intel'ested in the 
distribution of fruit from the area by means 
of small cellophane packages. As the result 
of putting up su-ltanas and lexias, and als-o 
prunes in these 'packages, the retailer was 
able to increase his sales to a great extent. A 
grant could be made from- the A.D.F:A. pub· 
licity fund so that it could be pointed out to 
retailers generally that there was an oppor
tunity of increasing their turnover by spe
cialising in dried fruits in this manner. We 
are all proud of our high per capita consump
tion {If dried fruits in Australia, but we should 
iry to increase that consump·ion at this time. 
Our- experience has proved that there is an 
opportunity' and a market provided that re
tailers will make provision for catering for it. 
There is no great' c·ost in the cellophane, and 
the retailers' own staffs could fill the pack
ages. Children could be persuaded to buy 
these small packages of dried fruits instead 
of sweet-s.. An additional grant from the 
A.D.IF.A. could well be employed for the pur· 
pose of enlisting the retailers·· goodwill in this 
matter. 

pears in cellophane packets. In Townsville 
the·re is a fairly strong demand for 12~oz. car
tons, but in Cairns very few are· sold. This 
year we sent sample lines to Cairns and one 
firm purchased a variety of lines and sent 
its travellers out with them but reported that 
people were not sufficiently interested. A't 
Maryborough, one :firm bas, a special plant tor 
packing into cellophane packets and cartons. 
In N.S.W. the trade in cartons, other than 
seeded ra,isins, is very limited, in Victoria nil, 
and in Tasmania very little. You may ask 
yourselves why you can sell cartons in some 
districts and not in others-if there is an ad~ 
ditional demand in some places and if the 
increased prices of the cartons d·oes not re~ 

tard the sale in others. The question is whe
ther the housewife with 2/6 to spend will buy 
4 lb. of bulk fruit rather than 3 lb. in cartons. 
It would be certainly better for us if she 
b-ought the 4 lb. of bulk fruit. The cost of 
cartoning under Australian wage conditions 
is considerable. One firm in Melbourne de~ 
cided to make an intensive canvass Into the 
possibilities of developing this class of trade, 
but had practically negligible :results, selling 
only a few hundred boxes the first year, tak~ 
ing less the next, and now packing only for a 
few retailers. This experience suggests ~hat 
in Queensland there are special climatic rea~ 
sons for the carton trad-e' there. The fruit may 
keep better in cartons than in bulk, although 
there is the possibility that the Bris-bane 
people have specialised in this class of trade 
over a number of years. Personally I do not 
think that the merchant in Victoria or N.S.W. 
would find it possibl~ to develoP this trade 
to the same extent as has been done in 
Queensland. Rather l think that we should 
concentrate on getting our fruit to the re~ 
tailer at the cheapest cost. It costs lid. a 
pound to provide the cartons, cellophane and 
labor, and with world conditions as they are 
I think that we should try to cheapen the 
cost of our goods as much as possible and 
that this is not the time to try to develop 
a trade in expensive packets. It would be 
better to try to induce the people to make 
more plum puddings and fruit cakes., to give 
to soldiers in camp and use in their homes. 
In Queensland -there is a large business done 
,in ready made plum pudding mixtures, to 
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\Vhich all ·the housewife has to do is to add 
the water. Mr. Moloney has already made a 
start on publicity for plum puddings, and I 
believe that when the Victorian housewife 
realises that she can obtain.· these ready made 
plum pudding mixtures in cartons there will 
be a big increase in c-onsumption. Plum pud~ 
dings for shipment overseas must, I think, be 
in tins, and 1ve have firms in Melbourne. pul 
ting up ·an attractive article, which has been 
brought under the ·notice of the people pack~ 
ing hampers for overseas, the 10/ and the 
12/6 hampers, not the 5/. In a numbe'r of 
the hampers .that have been made up, pro
vision has been made for the inclusion of a tin 
of fruit cake. We have als-o been successful in 
inducing Sy;dney firms to include selected Wal· 
thams in their hampers. Another develop
ment was in connection with Pears, when it 
was found impossible to extend the trade in 
Great !3ritain. Grocern would not take the 
28·Ib. boxes, so the packing house.s put lace 
edging round the· trays and covered them with 
cellophane. The re,sult was that a consider· 
able trade was dbne in them. Subsequent 
packs were not always satisfactory, as there 
was some difficulty in obtaining the lace edg· 
ing, but I believe that this form of package 
will be a valuable adjunct to our 5ale of Pears. 
Whether ther-e are possibilities of developing 
the trade in the higher grades of SuitaD.as, 
and in fan-ey grades of Apricots and Peaches 
in, say, 10~1b. boxes, is something that we must 
investigate next year. It is· in these higher 
grades that they would find increased trade 
most valuable. 

Mr. MacGregor: It is suggested that substi
tutes are used for some of the preserved fruits 
that are found in cakes and Cartons. 

Mr. Jones: Sometimes pumpkin is colored 
red and used ae an imitation cherry; some
times fresh Pears are colored. Pineapple 
cores that used to be discarded are treated bY 
a special process and used in cake miXtures, 
but I do not think that the quantity so used 
is considerable, or that we sha-ll meet with 
much competition from crystallised pineapple 
centres. 

Mr. Poppleton: Could we give publicity to 
the fact that these substitutes are being used. 

Mr. Jones: It is· known throughout the trade. 

SOME PROBLEMS OF DISTRIBUTION 
Mr. Hyndman: Is there any indication as to 

Where the increase in Australian consumption 
over the last six or seven years of approxi· 
mately 4500 tons has taken place-through the 
housewife direct or through the manufactur
ers? That information might give us an idea 
as to ho-w sales could be developed further. 
Some years ago it was pointed out in a. Fede~ 
ral Council discussion on this matter that the 
cost of advertising dried; fruits in Australia on 
a per ton basis was out of proportion to the 
cost of advertising overseas. Since that dis· 
cussion took place there has been a marked in
cre.ase in the Australian consumption, and it 
would be· interesting to know whether . there 
has been a proportionate inQreas-e in sales 
through the manufacturer, or whether most of 
it took pl'ace over the retail counter. We have 
been told from time to time that retailers re
porte·d increased sales, but not whether these 
sales had been maintained. We have been 
told that the housewife does. not attempt to do 
much baking when she can buy her cakes al~ 

ready baked a few ylards from her d'oor. As 
the bulk of the population is in the cities it 
may be that the manufacturer is the one we 
should concentrate our publicity on. 

Mr. Howie: Speaking as the A.D.F.A, repre. 
sentative on the- publicity committee, I can 
say that what we can do in this direction will 
depend on its cost. The c11airman ·Of the pub
licity committee has expressed himself as· 
willing to -~ve consideration to- any proposal 
for increasing consumption. We undertook a 
special dri:ve in connection w,ith the inclusion 
of plum puddings and dried fruits -in the gift 
llampers for the troops overseas, and Mr, 
Jones and Mr. Sumner can report that w~ 
have had a wonderful response to this effort. 
The present vote does not permit of any ex
tension of the existing effort. 

MR. M,AICGREGOR: If it has not- alreadY 
been done, it may be well worth our putting up 
packages for the trade Similar to the half· 
pound packages now sold in the sweet shops 
for 1/9, and conta.J.ning a: few Brazil nuts, a 
few figs, and sometimes dates. There 1nust 
be a hig numbe:r of these packages sold 
throughout the country and ~ handsome profit 
made on them. Plenty nf money has been 
spent on advertising less promising ideas. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 

AN INTERESTING ANALYSIS 
1'IiR JONES: Opinion as to -the best way 

-of increasing Australian consumption of dried 
fruits varies considerably. I think that we 
can congratulate ourselves on the fact that 
Autsralian consumption has Jnc'reased, as you -" 
\Vill notice from the A.D.F.A. figures for the 
last few years. I believe that the work done 
by the publicity commit.tee, following that 
originally done by the A.D.F.A. has made 
people dried fruit minded. \:Vith regard to 
cartoned fruit there is an immense trade in 
Queensland compared with the other States. 
In BrJsbane practically eve'ry merchant has 
his own pack of sultanas and currants, and 
most of them also put apricots, peaches and 
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Mr. Howie: You must not view that increase 
as being entirely due to increased consump.. 
tion. Since the introduction of the stabilisa
tion plan we have been forced to the opinion 
that some of the trade was undisclosed in the 
past. As regafds increased sales through 
the merchants and the retailers a -statement 
could not be made without much search, but 
I think that there have been increases under 
both headings. 

Mr. Jones: It will be almost impossible to 
ascertain conclusive figures by reason of the 
face that some merchant houses supply bak
ers, pastrycooks and' the grocecy trade, and 
some of the small bakers purchase through 
their local .storekeeper. I have discussed the 
matter with Mr. Sumner, and we have come to 
the conclusion that there has been an increase 
in both sets of figures as well as an increase 
in the case of the houses that handle a joint 
trade. The question of increasing the de-
mand throug.h the manufacturer is a very deli· 
cate one. If you go to the cake manufac
turer and ask him to make more dried fruit 
cake instead of so much sponge or jam cake, 
he will tell you that it can be done-provided 
that you give him the fruit at a price. The 
manufacturer wants to make a fruit cake that 
will retail at 9d. a lb. He calculates his costs 
for the other ingredients, and' if he has any. 
thing left over he will put in a certain percen· 
tage of dried fruits at 8d. a lb., and possibly 
more if they are cheaper. In Sydney the sec· 
retary of the pastrycooks association com
plained that last season the growers would not 
grow enough plain grade sultanas for the 
trade, and we had to explain to him that the 
higher grades had been due to. the_ weather. 
This secretary explained that his members 
were making penny lines, and that they were 
considering whether they would have to re
-dUce the size or increase the price to 1~d. 

We try to work in with the manufacturers 
all the time. \:Vhen we heard that the mili· 
tary authorities were asking for tenders for 
cake we induced the trade to tender for the 
supply of fruit cake, and one of the manufac
turers who put up a line of currant cake was 
successful, and is now taking 40 or 50 boxes 
of currants that he was not taking before. If 
we start a definite campaign among manufac
turers we immediately come back to the angle 
of "Give us cheaper fruit, and we will help 
you." An increase has been made in· sales of 
S'eeded raisins, due to improved1 methods of 
preparation, and these are being used for 
sandw-ich-es and sometimes instead of musca· 
tela and dates. 

THE QUESTION OF OBLIGATION 
Mr. Rawlings: In the past the A.D.F.A. spent 

£2000 a year on publicity-no-w it is spending 
£200. The joint committee is giving atten
tion to the supply of dried fruits in cellophane 
packets to soldiers' camps. The question 
was whether the A.D.F.A. wanted to put more 
cash into publicity. Only £200, has been pro
vided in the estimates, and it will take £500 
or £600 to give effect to this res:olution. 

Mr. Goodman: In the discussions last year, 
it wa~ explained that the publicity grant had 
been ,rectuced because a good deal o-f money 
had been spe,nt on the stabilisation. We 
think that the body most capable of carrying 
out p-ublicity is the State B01a1rd, which has 
a direct levy for that purpose. 

Mr . .Sims: We feel that the retailer could be 
encouraged to do his own wrapping, and we 
are not suggesting that we engage in any ex
pensive industry. If carrying the motion 
means an increased grant from the A.D.F.A. 
we can look on it as an investment. 

It was then decided, on the motion of Sims· 
Ruston-That whilst appreciating the work 
done by~ the publicity committee in Australia, 
it is felt that the utmo.st effort should be made 
to increase home consumption, and that this 
meeting urges an intensification of the cam
paign among retailers. 

THE LATE MR. J. N. COX 
The Annual Report of the We.st Australian 

Board places on record an appreciation of the 
valuable work of its former Chairman. The 
late Mr. Cox took a deep persona.} interest in 
the welfare, not only of the West Australian 
growers, but in the wider scope and meaning 
of thia, Australian industry. Many will remem
ber his intensely human letter published in 
these columns some years ago, when he re
tired from active work in the industry on ac· 
count of ill-health. 

It is such men who have so materially help.
ed to bring about the present strength of the 
Industry, and in the troublous days of welding 
it into one solid unit the work of Mr. Cox was 
invaluable. Growers in the Eastern States, to
gether with his fellow West Australians, are 
appreciative, and regret his passing. 
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NATIONAL SECURITY 
We _publish the following statement at the 

request of the Military Intelligence Branch. 
Too much stress cannot be put on the need 
im· care. A careless word can be very costly, 
is. instance the fine of £70 on two men who 
were heard to mention the whereabouts of cer· 
tain naval and military units. The statement 
reads:-

"Despite all endeavours to- discourage dis
cussion of Military, Naval, Air Force, and Mer
chant Shipping movements and- allied matters, 
or mention of such su'bjects in letters, the 
practice is still far too prevalent in all classes 
of the co-mmunity. 

"Heavy penalties are provided, under the 
Nation-al Security Regulations, for such of
fences, but, in actua.I fact, a great many peo
ple infringe these Regulations thoughtlessly 
and without premeditation. Nevertheless, the 
results may be as deplorable as if the action 
had been deliberate, and a wider realisation 
of the possible consequence of such tr-ansgres
sions is urgently necessary, and a greater 
sense of pers.onal responsibility to the Nation's 
cause. 

"Many appear to imagine that Australia is 
the one country where no enemy organisation 
is operating, or can operate, to obtain informa· 
tion of military value. Unfortunately, this is 
by no means so. On the contrary, there are 
astute enemy observers, who may be encoun

'tered in any part of Australia, but not recog· 
nised, who are competent to collect and piece 
together news items of value to the country 

·they serve, and who can, in these days of 
speedy communicatioll", transmit such know
ledge, rapid'ly to where it can be used againflt 
us. 

"Such men, or women, find their most fruit
ful source of information in the casual gossip 
of thoughtless people in public places, or in
deed anywhere, on the telephone, and in let
ters. Oversea correspondence, moreover, is 
always liable to fall into the enemy's- hands. 
Citizens must, therefore, be made to realise 

·thai, by promoting such iossip, by their in
ability to remain silent on such perilous sub
jects, they are definitely and directly endan
gering the lives of their own kith and kin and 
assisting, the enemy to victory. They are ac
tive workers against their own vital interests. 

"The co·operation of your organisation is 
sought to discourage harmful gossip, written 
or spoken, though your members must natu
rally decide how this can most suitably be 

FOR QUALITY, LONG 

RYI.ANDS' 

'WARATAH' 
Wire • Netttng 
Years of wire-making experience lie 
behind every coil of Rylands' "Wara
tah" Wire Netting. It is woven from 
quality wire and carries a heavy coat 
of galvanising, only pure electrolytic 
zinc being used for this purpose. Al
ways rolls out straight and flat. 

Stocke-d by leading distributors in the fol
lowing range of sizes: 

Meshes 

~-inch 
l-inch 

n·inch 
l'l.!inch 
1~·inch 
1§-inch 
U·inch 
2·inch 
2·inch 
3-inch 
4-inch 

Gauges 

22 
20 
17B 
f7A 
17B 
17A 
18B 
18 
19 
16 
16 

Widths 
24, 30 and 36-lnch. ~ 
24. 30 and 36-inch. 
12, 36 and 42-inch. 
42-inch. 
U, 36, 42 and 48·inch. 
36 and 42-inch. 
lZ, 36 and 4i inch. 
36·inch. 
24, 36, 48, 60 and 72-inch. 
30 and 36·inch. 
24, 30 and 36-inch. 

Made from B.H.P. Steel at Newcastle, 
New South Wales, by 

RYLANDS .BROS. (Aust) Pty. Ltd. 
Head Office: 422 Little Co111n~ St., Melb. 

done. The formation of a committee, is, how
ever, suggested, the function of which will be 
to impress on your members, by whatever 
means appears to it to be effective, the disas
tr-ous possibilities which m.ay result from un
guarded mention of prohibited subjects, and 
their personal responsibility in the conse
quences. 

"Still more will be accomplished if your 
members can be induced to urge the same 
warning in their own home_s and among their 
fr_iends. 

"'Your advice in due course as to how far 
your or-ganisation can assist in this direction 
will be appreciated." 

VALUABLE POTASH FIND 

IMPORITANT DEVELOPMENT IN 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

An important discovery is\ that deposits of 
potash exist in Western Australia, and the de· 
velo'pment ·of a valuable war industry is an· 
ticipated. 

Already the W.A. Government, the C.S.I.R.. 
and the Commonwealth Department of Sup
ply are co-operating. 

Prof. Noel Bayliss, of the University of 
Western Australia, and Dr. L W. Wark, of 
the Industrial Chemistry Division C.S.I.R., wm 
supervise the erection of the first plant at 
Lake Campr-on abOut 250 :-niles- from Perth. 

In view -of the estimate that 2,000,000 tons 
of alumite are available and, can be Tetrieved 
by dredging, and that Australia normally im
ports about 12,000 tons of potash 'Salts an
nually, it will be seen how valuable the find 
has become. Germany supplied most of our 
requirements up till recent years, when the 
newly established chemical works on the 
Dead Sea began to supply moderate quanti
ties. In six months ending December, 1939, 
Australia's import'S of potash were valued at 
£28,313, and in the same period of 1938, at 
£49,776. 

Australian merchants had laid in large 
stocks of potash before the war, and it is es· 
tf;tnated that stocks on hand Will meet re· 
quirements for _about 12 months, by which 
time it is hoped that Lake Campron will be 
able to supply all of Australia's 280 ton'S per 
Week demand. In addition to agricultural 
fertiliser, by-products fl'om the field can be 
used for making explosives and match heads 
as well as various uses in pharmacy. 

LIFE AND ECONOMY 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

Th~ delivery of- the last of the fruit is nDt 
yet completed, and the notes relating to the 
past season are withheld until the nexf issue 
of the "News," when the actual returns are 
available. Some companies anticipate that 
their final pa·ck will be about 75 per cent. of 
last year, while other:a estimate a little lower. 
'I'he _ drying season is so good that even the 
rqost tardy will sDon be finished, and we 
should have final figures soon. 

THE CONDITION OF THE VINES 
Apart from salt, which has struck very 

hard in patches this year, the vines are in 
excel'lent trim. The original leaves are func· 
ti·oning, and autumn development -should be 
Sound on all the good vineyards. Assuming 
that the vines and the soil in most cases are 
good, the fruit buds should develop well. On 
the- other hand, we must anticipate that the 
minor areas in the vineyards, which do not 
bear as well as the rest, will be rather more 
numerous than mmal. We are basing this on 
the fact that salt patches are showing rela
tively abundantly; and stunted growth is show
ing on the areas of vines depressed by the 
big crop of 1940 folloWed by the March heat 
of the same year. It is the big vines with 
the sturdy growth which yield best, and it 
will take some time to get back to this con
dition where growth i-s stunted. A proportion 
of the currants, particularly, is not in the 
'best of conditions. The white leafed currants 
of last spring, particularly where they were 
cinqtured with a double-cut, are still weak; 
a.nd there are also some 'SUltana patches 
with weak lands. FortunatelY, these vines 
are in the minority, on the marginal lands of 
the dried fruit areas. Recovery of strong 
growth is best obtained by giving the vines 
rather less to do; and, of course, maintain
ing sound soil conditions. For the currants, 
pruning to single spurs, the -stronge'St that are 
available, and a single cut cincture are ad
visable. Where currant canes are very weak. 
it is best to give them a year's spell without 
a cincture; but this will apply to the indivi
dual vine rather than thk patch. For sul
tanas, it is best to leave onlY. the stronger 
canes, even if they are rather fewer in U'iim
ber. Such steps contribute to quicker re
coVery. The yields will be Jow, but that is 
inevitable in any case on the vines with weak 
canes. 

THE SALT PATCHES 
Drought years always bring out the salt 

more obviously. Dry atmosphere and more 
frequent and copious irrigations accelerate 
.salt riSe, withOut the compensating downward 
push by winter rains. Summer rains are not 
so good for down leaching of salt, as they 
fall, in many cases, on land recently irrigated 
and raise the water table. There has be-en 
some disappointment! at salt showing so much 
in the Mildura district now that the settlement 
has been drained. It must be remembered, 
however, that drains remove each year only 
a 'Small proportion o.f the total salts in the 
soil. Their main use in the early years of 
drainage- is. to keep the water table down, and 
so k-eep the salt illJ the deeper subsoil, where 
the effect on vine roots is not great. We have 
only one viewpoint on salt-affected patche-s, 

and that is to drain them1 as soon as possible. 
We will not go into the method of drainage 
in thi'B issue, as it has been covered so often 
in recent years. The method is to base the 
depth of drainage on the soil profile, and the 
s,pacing on the soil type. A study of the soil 
survey bulletins will be of gr-eatest help in 
these considerations. 

RECONSTRUCTION OF VINES 

'Vhere th€'. laud is good and the standard of 
routine work sound, low average yield can 
nea1·ly always be put dovm to the vine. On 
the older vineyards, particularly the whole or 
part of many vines, need renewing. Sultanas 
are b~ng rejuvenated by making a new crown 
higher up, p-referably on a T piece; or by 
layering if the trunks are not sound. De
pressed currant vines usually have too much 
dead wood in their trunks. By cutting into 
the base of the :vine at or just below ground 
level, it is usually possible to f'Orce a sucker 
which is developed, as a new trunk. When 
the new trunk is established vn the wire, the 
cld vine is sawn off about six inches from the 
ground. A sucker developed art or below 
ground level usually makes new roots. 

Viticultural Reseach At 
Merbein 

IMMEDIATE PROGRAMME 
At a meeting of the Executive Sub-commit

tee of the Advisory Committee of t:!l.e Council's 
Nle1·bein Station, consideration was given to 
the programme of the Station in relation to 
war conditions. After reveiwing the work in 
hand, the Sub-committee recommended the fol
lowing general programme:-

1. That two long~dated ~viticultural inves
tigations, dealing with fertilisers and trellis
ing, and the special field plots on the Station 
vineyard be continued! also the special investi
gations dealing with the intake of nt<trients 
to the sultana. 

2. That othenvise viticultural investigations 
be limited to records of commercial value to 
the industry; an-d in this respect the seasonal 
maturation studies and yeld estimates were 
considered most important. 

3. That the assistance rendered to the 
packing houses in connection with the pro
cessing an-d treatment of the dried fruit be 
continued on present lines. The necessity for 
extension of investigations -dealing with the 
seeding of raisins was stressed, in view of 
the opportunity to replace imp-orted dates with 
this product . 

4. That drainage inve.stigations be continu
ed, on account of their imp-ortance in soil 
preservation and in preparing for post-war 
capital expenditure. In plarticular, the inves
tigation sought by the Curlwaa growers, in 
reference to methods o.f draining se-ttlements 
on the river· fiat soil types, shoUld be carried 
out. 

It was also agreed that the further expan
sion of irrigation would be associated with the 
development of pastures and fodders·, and it 
was decided that as soon as practicable the 
pasture plots on the Merbein Station should 
be extended to the soils of the heavy riv·er flat 
types, as these soils were commonly used for 
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pastures and presented greatest difficulties in 
development. 

The experience of the Station, in devising 
and adjusting the various dipping solutions 
used in drying grapes, has proved of great 
value with the advent of war. For instance, 
growers have been advised of various methods 
of conserving potash supplies. The addition 
of an efficient wetter to dipping solutions has 
also ma,de it possible to dip grapes efiiectively 
with reduced quantities of potash, the wetter 
giving more efficient drainage and g.reater uni
formity in the results; it is now possible to 
di'p at least 15 tons of dried fruit per cwt. of 
potash. 

Similarly, cottonseed oil has now been suc
cessfully incor:porated in the dips instead of 
olive oil, the supply of which is restricted. 
Another important innovation is a dried fruit 
wash-a casein paraffin emulsion with potas
sium oleate, which effectively reconditions 
sticky fruit a.nd gives it the freedom de..sired in 
pressed packs. The use of this emulsion has 
enabled satisfactory marketing of damaged 
berries which formerly has had a low value to 
massing and sticking after final processing. 

MEETING OF WEST 
AUSTRALIAN BOARD 

At the F·ebruary meeting of the board a 
good deal of the business dealt with related 
to corre-spondence. To comply with the re
quirements of the Commonwealth Bank it was 
resolved to authorise the 'Chairman and Secre
tary to lodge a fixed deposit of £50·0 and com
plete the necessary forms. 

Following the resignation of Mr. L. N. Has
luck, UAJW on active service, intimation was 
received from the Dep.artment of Agriculture 
that in view of the fact that an election to 
appoint a new Board w<Juld be held at the 
end of the year, if the Board would not be 
seriously' inconvenienced by the absence of 
one member it should endeavor to carry on 
with the remaining members until the election 
is held. 

A letter was received from the A.D.F·.A. ex
pressing satis-faction at the Board's interest 
in having "Innocent Weed" declared a noxious 
weed throughout the S'ta te. Other oorrespon
dence tha-t is of interest to growers is dealt 
with: An advice from the firm of Dried Fruits 
Ltd. atating that weights given in Septe'mber, 
lr94-0, were- net, aftElr cleaning, attention to 
which had been drawn by the AuditOl'S. Ad
vice from the A.D.F.A. stating that it was in
tended to ·complete <i Voluntary Agreement 
with registered dealers in dried fruits for the 
19·41 season, the wish being expressed that 
West Australian growers should export 3,() per 
cent. ,of their sultana production. It was re
solved to ascertain the views of the Associated 
Agents, the A.D.F.A. to be no tied accordingly. 

The matter of grading and, classication of 
lexias as discussed by the A.D.F.A. (reported 
in this issue) was noted. 

PUBLICITY 
In noting an acknowledgement by the Dried 

Fruits Publicity Committee, of the Boa.rd's 
contribution for the y;ear ending April 30th, 
194,1, it was decided to inform the Committee 
that the £10/10/ dra.wn for the Board Secre· 
ta'ry would not be needed. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF ACCOUNTS AND 
GROWERS' RETURNS 

Approval wa-s given ·to the Secretary get 
ting such, which had been approved by the 
~'Board, printed and issued to all registered 
growers. 

DOOR CLASSIFICATION 
A letter was received "'"-om the Viticultural

ists' !Union of W.A., submri.tting two matters 
relative to door cla.ssificatiou. for the -Board's 
consideration. It was decided to send same 
on to the Associated Agents for consideration. 

Growers' Contribution foc 1941.-It :was re
solved to fix the 1941 growers' contribution at 
4/3 per ton net weight, in uniformity with the 
Eastern 'States 1DTied Fruits -Board. 

GENERAL 
Ot;ihers matters dealt with were of a routine 

nature, including a transfer of packing licence, 
appointment of an inspect-or, dealers returns, 
quotas, etc. 

FROM THE A.I.F. 
Col. Cohen, M.L.A., who is· the Red Crose 

Commissioner in the Middle East, sends home 
a couple of good ones:-

"It is stated that Marshall Graziani has re
quested permission to be given a safe pa:s· 
sage to visit Egypt. He said that he wanted 
to consult his general staff." 

"In each Italian parachute 'plane it is said 
that there are 20 men. One pilot, one co-
pilot; one radio operator and his assistant, one 
par;achutist-and 15 men to push him off!' 
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THE STATISTICAL 
Firm Prices Indicated for Sultana & Lexia Crop 

Currants Improving Slightly 
The outstanding feature of the statistic,al 

position today is the important statement that 
the British Government is to take the balance 
of our dried vine fruits. This in effect means 
that, with our markets to Oanada, New Zea
land and the East assured, and our home mar
ket bouyant, the industry has pass.ed safely to 
another period of trading security, 

The past few months have been very anxi
ous ones to many primary producers and sec
tions have been faced with a serious position, 
resulting from the rapid movement o-f events 
OV'erseas. The meat industry here and in 
New Zealand has met with serious problems 
-the pig industry likewise-together with soft 
fruits growers and others. We have been 
fortunate-very fortunate indeed. 

The food of our earliest Nomads when trans
port and keeping quality were the main con
sideration-dfried fruits tod'!lly are of great 
value under the conditions of war and the limi
tations of shipping for all but essentials. 

The decision of the British Ministry of 
Food to again take our surplus is all the more 
gratiifying, when it is remembered that sm·
pluses are produced in America, and there are 
suggestions from producing areas that Britain 
should take some of this as part of the trad
ing under the Lease and Lend Act designed to 
supply the Allies with munitions and· other 
essentials on a "pay a.fter the war" basis, and 
overcoming the urgent matter of dollar ex· 
change. The announcement in the American 
Press that England had arranged to take some 
17,000 short tons from California, some ·While 
previous to the announcement to our recent 
sale gave momentary concern to some, but as 
this amount, together with our surplus is not 
enough to supply Britain's requirements, the 
position could not be taken as having any im
plication, particularly as the Mediterranean 
situation was such that the facilities for ex
port from Greece and Turkey were uot fa.vor
able. The fruit on hand in America is larg,ely 
tied up in "pools" destined for local consump
tion under certain conditions, and it is doubt
ful if any of this is available for export. 

1941 SALES TO UNITED KINGDOM 

The first contract with the United Kingdom 
comprised sultanas, 10,000; currnnts, 3,000; 
lexias, 2,000 tons, at the following rates:

SULTANAS 
5 Crown .. .. .. . .. £46 10 0 Stg. 
4 Crown .. 43 10 0 .. 
3 Crown .. 40 10 0 " 
2 Crown .. 36 10 0 
1 ,Crown .. .. 32 10 0 " 

CURRANTS 
4 Crown .. £36 10 0 
3 Crown 32 10 0 
2 1Crown .. 29 10 0 
1 Crown .... 27 10 0 " 
M.F ... .. ...... 26 10 0 

LEXIAS 
5 erown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £46 10 0 
4 Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39 10 0 " 

It will be noted that these priced are £1/10/
per ton up on those fixed for the first sale of 
the 1940 fruit. This increase only compen
sates for added freight and landing charges. 

In the case of currants, a premium orf £2 
per -ton on these rates is allowed for on fruit 
from Western Australia. 

Western Aust:z~alian currants have al\viays 
been of better quality, grade for grade, than 
river currants. They have usually· command~ 
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ed a substantial premium in the United King
dom markets. Last year Western Australian 
currant growei's were aggrieved to learn they 
were to receive the same price for their cur
rants as gro·wers were to receive in Eastern 
States. This concern was justified wh-en it 
was learned that the Western Australian cur
rants were distributed to wholesalers by the 
Ministry of Food at a premium over river cur
rants. This is now rectified by the £2 higher 
price. 

The sale of the balance o-f some 14,000 tons, 
of sultanas, Iexias and some currants is being 
negotiated at the time of writing. Britain 
will ta.ke the fruit, and all' tha-t is required to 
finalise the contract is the formal approval 
of the British Treasury in regard to prices. 
These are understood to be on the same scale 
as for the first sale, and an announcement is 
expected any day. 

CANADIAN 
COMMISSIONERS 

VISIT SUNRA YSIA 
The very close association between . 

the Dried Fruits Industry an·d Canada 
was further cemented recently when a 
visit was paid to the Mildura District by 
the Canadian High Commissioner in 
Australia, Dr. C. J. Burchell, K.C., and 
Captain F. Palmer, M.C., the Canadian 
Trade Commissioner. 

Following a civic reception, '""a dinner 
was g·iven by the Mildura District Coun
cil of the A.D.F.A. in honor of the visi
tors. Dr. Burchell, who was visiting the 
centre of the industry for the first time, 
expressed amazement at the extent of 
the development and the standards at
tained. He paid an eulogy to the Chaffey 
brothers, whose names were well remem
bered in their native Canada. Canada, 
said Dr. Burchell, was taking a tremen
dous part in the war effort, and her fac
tories were turning out un-precedented 
quantites of tools of wat. Of the six 
hundred motorised units being turned 
out each day many had found their wa.y 
to the Australians ·in Libya. The 
do-ctor went on to give imposing figures 
of production and dealt at length with 
the huge development of the Empire Air 
Scheme in Canada together with the 
forces his country was sending overseas . 

Commenting on the 20,000 tons of dried 
fruits that Canada was taking from Aus
tralia, he said that this was not only of 
domestic importance to our industry, but 
in a wider _sphere was of great value to, 
the war effort, ill that it brought dollar 
exchange to this country when it was so 
urgently needed. 

Dr. Burchell, who has a cyclopaedic 
knowledge of contemporary history gave 
a most interesting outline of the links 
between his country and ours, dating 
back many years; the greatest of which 
he said was our common King. 

Captain ·palmer who is now well known 
to Mildura district, said that he was 
greatly impressed with the developments 
made even in the few years since he had 
last seen the district. He felt that our 
function as a producer of a food that 
was particularly suited to the needs of 
the Mother Country, was important. A __ 
great de·al of goodwill existed between ; 
Canada and Australia., and it would be ; 
further reinf;orced by the stay of the § 
many from the Commonwealth who were ; 
being trained in Canada. ~ 

~""''''''~"'''''"'''""'''"''''''''''''''"'''""'""'''"'"""'''''''"''''''"""'~ 
THE SYSTEM AND TIME OF PAYMENT 

The sales are on a basis of delivery to ware
house in the United Kingdom. We are to pay 
freight and marine insurance, and the British 
Government will take the War Risk. Pay
ment will be 80 per cent. on arrival, the bal
ance in 28 days if the Ministry of Food is satiS· 
:fied that grades conform to contra.ct. Arbi
tration is provided if the contrary. 

POSITION 
An important feature of these arrangements, 

and one that can have considerable influence 
on the availability of progress payments to 
growers is that payment is made on arrival in 
Great Britain-thus the time of shipment de
cides the time relative to the period of returns. 
This can be appreciated-and due regard paid 
to budgBting by individuals. 

OTHER MARKETS 

Canada: The highly competitive price for Cali
fornian always has a considerable amount of 
influence on the Canadian returns for our fruit, 
and with the firming of approximately £5 per 
ton for American fruit we will receive some 
advance in price for sultanas of competitive 
quality. As our quality is extremely high 
this year, and the Canadian demand is for the 
darker colored fruits, we will probably have to 
accept a price on an f.a.q. basis, but it will 
give hig).lel' aggregate return. 

A fh4:ning of some £2/10/- per ton in lexias, 
:and an increase of £2/10/- on currants will 
be appreciated. Shipping is exp.ected to be 
adequate. 

New Zealand and the East: This market 
should again take a considerable quantity of 
fruit-s,pread ovet~ a period louger than nor
mal, due to ·Import Regulations in that coun
try. 

Prices are firmer. They are up £2 per ton 
on all fruits. 

Orders received from Canada and New Zea
land to date indicate that a good volume of 
trade will pass to th·ese countries. 

The Commonwealth: The record sales for 
last season were influenced by the publicity 
drive on a very active market. The buying 
power of the public is again reported higb, 
and we can anticipate a. continued heavy de
mand, if not an increase on last year. The 
services are taking appreciable quantities of 
fruits, and this should increase as training ex
tends. The firming in opening rates permit4 

ted by the Prices Commission, will be a great 
help, and should ena'ble the Association to fol
low its established policy in selling. 

Tree fruits have been acquired by the Com
monwealth Government and details of the sale 
of these are being negotiated. A consider
able portion of these will go to the services 
overseas. 

CURRANTS 

The position of currants, though improving, 
is far from sound for the growers who are pro
ducing this fruit, particularly in the non-irri
gated areas of South Australia. The situa4 

tion in Greece, where the currants are· produc
ed along the Gulf of Corinth, means that we 
are now the principal supplier to Great Bri
tain. We could hOpe for an increase in re4 

turn under this condition in no:r<mal times, but 
in our deal~ngs with the Mother Country to
day the laws of supply and demand go by the 
board, and any. attempt to driYe a hard bar
gain is out of the question. However, the 
position of current growers is l;lecoming more 
difficult and having regard to the above it ap
pears that some help by the Government is 
overdue. Firms producing other essentials to 
the war effort are assured of cost of produc
tion and profit margins by arrangement with 
the Government. 

THE COST OF PRODUCTION 

Summarising the position, it can be stated , 
that the industry is indeed fortunate in its 
marketing facilities. A firming, of rates and 
the consequent- better gross returns will do 
much to offset the soaring costs which have 
every indication of going higher. Wages for
this industry will probably be increased by one 
shilling for the coming quarter, and the per
sistent demand for higher wages in practica11y 
all industries affords its own infe·rence. The 
permission to take a rise· for Commonwealth 
prices enables us to offset some of these higher 
costs; and the higher freights, etc., for over~ 
seas will be met to some extent .. by the firming
in export prices. This latter aspect was one 
of the considerations of the Export Control 
Board in its advisory capacity to the Com
monwealth Government during, the negotia
tions with the British Ministry of Food, and 
it is due for the appreciation· of growers in its 
handling of a delicate matter having regard to· 
the very human fact that it was negotiating 
with a Department of a Government that sup
plys the men and the ships to ensure the safe 
arrival of our products to our be·st market; 
having, at the same time an, it must be said,.. 
appropriate sense of the needs of its consti
tuents-the growers. The gesture of this 
Board in again reduCing the levy on fruit ex~ 
ported is appreciated. 
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THE VICTORIAN BOARD 
It was reported that, as a result of a query 

regarding the cost of supplying printed cop.fes 
of the annual report to all growers, a state
ment had been prepared which showed that 
the additional cost involved in posting and 
distributing the annual report to growers 
amounted to approximately £13/12/6. Victorian Government's 

Additional Plantings 
Attitude 
Defined 

on 
The Chairman reported that, as a result or 

the Board's representations, the plant Cen· 
chrus Tribuloides (Innocent Weed) was pr<r 
claimed a nOxious weed within the City of Mil
dura and the Shire of Mildura on the 7th Janu· 
ary, 1941. OPERATIONS OF INDUSTRY TO BE BROADCAST 

At the February and March meetings of the Board, tlie latter held at Mil
dura, a number of quest:ons of immediate interest to growers were dealt with 
together with matters of routine. 

A draft of the annual re,port on the activi
ties of the Board for the year ending 31st 
December, 1940, "c:was read and received by 
Board members. 

The Chairman's publicity report, which had 
been submitted to the meeting of the Public~ 
ity Committee held on the 30th January, 1941~ 
was read and received with satisfaction. 

DEFINIT19N OF "PRUNES" 
Arising out of the incident of a consignment 

of dried fruits to Victoria in cases maJrked 
"Petite D' Agen," it was decided to approach 
the Northern Victoria- Fruitg.l'Owers' Associa· 
tion and the Quantong Fruitgrowers' Associa
tion with the object of ascertaining the opin
ion and views of these Organisations on the 
question of proclaiming all varieties of dried 
prunes as dried :lir'uHs within the meaning of 
the Dried Fruits Act. 

Board members later recommended that the 
question of the inclusion of all varieties of 
dried plums as dried fruits within the meaning 
of the Dried F1·uits Act should be listed for dis~ 
cussion at the proposed Inter.state Conferen·ce. 

BROADCASTING 

At a previous meeting, Mr. H. V. Davey had 
suggested that an endeavor should be mad.e to 
arrange with the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission for a mobile unit to visit Mildura 
packing houses in order to make a factual 
broadcast covering the production, processfng 
and pa·cking, sides o.f the industry. This, the 
Board considered, would provide a splendid 
advertisement and M'r. Parker Moloney said 
he was pleased to report that arrangements 
had now been completed for an early visit of 
the mobile unit to Mildura. 

ADDITIONAL PLANTINGS 

The question of further plantings of vine 
fruits was fully discussed, and the Chairman 
advised Board members that, in accordance 
with a request made at the last Board meet~ 
ing, he (accompanied by Mr. Rawlings) had 
approached the Premier with a view to arrang
ing a deputation to him on this matter. The 
necessity for tills, however, was obviated by the 
fact that, in a letter, dated 30/1/41, addressed 
Io Mr. A. Rawlings (Chairman, Mildura Dis
trict ·Council, A.D.F.A.) the Premier had clear~ 
ly defined the views of the Government on the 
subject of further plantings of _dried fruits. In 
this communication is contained a definite 
statement by Mr. Dunstan tha~ the Govern
ment has not changed its views since he, Mr. 
Dunstan, dealt with this question in Decembe·r, 
1937. 

Mr. Dunstan added: "My Government is 
strongly in favor of maintaining a cautious 
policy with uniformity throughout Australia, 
and believes that there should be no expansion 
of production in the dried fruits industry un~· 
less changed world conditions fully ·justifYl an 
)ncrease. All States should work in co-opera
tion on this important question, and there 
should not be any variation of existing policy 
involving expansdon unless as the result of a 
confeTen,ce of representatives of the industry 
and Governments -of the various producing 
States." 

At a later stage further consideration was 
giVen to this problem and, in this conllection, 
It was suggested that steps be taken to secure 
the co-o.pera.tion of the three States (New 
South Wales, South Australia and Victoria) in 
the adoption of the policy which the Victorian 
Premier had cleaxly outlined in his letter, 
dated 30/1/41, add.ressed to Mr. A. Rawlings 
(Chairman, Mildura Distri-ct Council A.D.F.A.). 
In order that a unified policy amongst the 
States could be arrived at, it was agreed that 
the Chairman should request the Premier to 
a.scertain whether the Gov~rnments of the 
other States concerned agreed with the policy 
as de-clared by Mr. Dunstan in the above-men
tioned' letter. 

The co-operation of the Mildura District 
Council A.D.F.A. and the Woorinen Branch of 
the A.D.F.A. would also be· sought in this re~ 
spect. 

The pack estimate for 1941, based upon the 
returns received from packing houses, waa 
submitted to the Board. Draft estimates of 
expenditure for 1941 were also presented, and 
lt was agreed to again fix the rate of the grow
ers annual contribution for the year 1941 at 

4/3 per ton. Although it wcas decided to keep 
the rate at this level for 1941, there was evi· 
deuce to show that production for the 1941 
season will be considerably below the early 
estimate, with a consequent decline in revenue, 
and' it was considered that the maintenance 
of the contributlon at this rate will be largely 
dependent upon the nature of the forthcoming 
seasons. 

FEDERAL ACQUISll"'ON OF FRUIT 

The recent actioll of the Federal Government 
in acquiring the 1941 dried tree fruits -crop for 
militaJ·y purposes. was fully discussed. VVbilst 
Board members agreed that military require~ 
ments should take pTecedence, it was felt that, 
in the interests of the" Defence De.partment it
self, and in order to avold hardships in the 
industry, a more direct and reliable way of ap
proa·ching the whole question would have been 
ensured if the Federal Government had sought 
the advice and the co-operation of the Consul~ 
tative Committee, which was representative 
of all State Dried Fruits Boards, also repre
sentatives of the dried tree fruits interests. 

I:q order to ove1·come the apparent confusion 
which at present existed, the Board agreed 
that Mr. Moloney should interview the Se-c;re~ 
tary of the Consultative Committee with a view 
to arranging with the responsible Minister to 
meet members of the committee and represen
tatives of the dried fruits interests, together 
with the A.D.F.A., in order to straighten out 
the problems involved. 

PROPOSED INTER·STATE CONFERENCE 
The Chairman informed members that, at 

the recent Consultative Committee meetihg, a 
proposal was made that an Interstate confer 
ence of State Boards should be held this year, 
probably about July. 

DRIED FRUITS TO REPLACE DATES 

Recentl;y it was brought under the notice of 
the Board that the Departme-nt of Air was pro
viding dates in emergency rations and, accord
ingly, representations were made to the De
partment, >Yith the result that the Board has 
now been advised that Australian~grown dried 
fruits will in future be substituted for dates in 
the emergency rations of the R.A.A.F. 

GENERAL 
It was agreed that the quotas as suggested 

hy the Consultative Committee .should be re. 
commended to the Minister. These are set 
out in another column. 

DOOR CLASSIFICATION 
IN WEST AUSTRALIA 

Growers In Favor Of Alteration 
In a rep·ort in the "'F~a:rmer and Dadryman'' 

we note some discus.sion on this matter. T'he 
p01·ti-on of- the Annual Report of the W.A. 
Board dealing with this is published in thls 
issue of the "Dried Fruits 1\ews"-the Board 
being in favor of some change, recommended 
favorably to the Mlil1ister, who vetoed. 

This matter has been the subject of many 
discussions in the Eastern States, particularly 
in the larger ·centres of''Yictoria, and later in 
South Australian areas, and it was the con~ 
sensus of opinion of both packers and growers 
that the system conld be imp1'oved. Recom
mendations were made to the appropriate 
Boarrts, and the regulations resulting have 
met with general approvaL They appear to 
have been working smoothly over the past 
three years. 

Further, they have certainly removed a 
great deal of misunders.tanding that c'rept in 
from time to time, and are now considered to 
be one of th-ose evolutions that have, over th~ 
years, built this great industry into a solid 
organisation so often quoted as one of the 
outstanding exampien of cohesive strength in 
a primary industry. 

It is not the interlUon ·O"" the writer to enter 
any c-ontroversy that is tt king place amongst 
our -west Australians, but simply to record in 
this growers' paper the .posHion that obtains 
in the East today. 

That the question appear·s to be a live one 
is apparent from the wording of some motions 
forwarded to the State BDard by the Viticul
turistz.' Union of West Australia. These read: 

"That we ask the Dried Fruit Board to in
sist that the grader classifies fruit without 
interference of consultation with packer. Jlgent 
or gro,wer." 

"Tha.t no mark e.""cept the docket number 
be ,placed ,on the .s.ainple until the fruit has 
been das,sified." 

T'he Board has agreed to discuss the matter 
>vith the Associated Agents. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mi!dura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

Ali Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 

~ 
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The Nyah .. Woorinen Research 
Committee 

Valuable Work Demonstrated at Field Day 

SOYA BEAN PLOTS ESTABLISHED 

The remarkable progress made by this very live. committee was further 
demonstrated at a Field Day on 1"ot 38 H at Woorinen. The committee is 
financed by levies and grants from vine growers at Goodnight, Koraleigh, Nyah, 
Woorinen, andTresco, its objects being:-

1. To establish research plots in conjunction 
with C.S.I.R. 

2. To make inquiries through the State De
partmentS of Victoria and New South Wales. 

3. To inquire in-to and co-ordinate the ideas 
of practical growers in the district. 

4. To establish a demonstration block. 
5. To keep growers advised on its activities 

by means of- Bulletins. 
During harvest pe,riods the committee ar

ranges for weekly broadcasts over 3SH Swan 
Hill by praCtical growers and departmental eoc
perts, and during, tlre year issues ,a monthlY 
Bulletin to growers on seasonal matters. It 
has the active co-operation of officers of 
C.S.I.R. and appropriate State Departments. 

LOT 38 H 
The area now under the control of the com

mittee "is about 18 acres, and is divided into 
four plots. No. 1 is devoted to trials of types 
of "T" trellis and reconstruction of the origi
nal vines. No. 2, planted six years ago, is used 
for demonstrating several t)'1pes O'f trellisirig, 
and pruning of currant and sultana vines. The 
3rd plot has not yet reached the bearing stage, 
but, though planted on ve,ry heavy, graded, 
land, the vines are a -~ avelation of what can 
be done with land that was tn a bad way some 
years ago. Plot 4 1s not fully planted. Tests 
show a very heavy salt content, but portions 
are used for experiments being conducted by 
Mr. D. D. Brown, of the Department of Agricul
ture, on trellising of fresh grapes, some of the 
trellis beillg ~-ft. high, of the overhead type, 
somewhat similar to that used iil West Aus
tralia. Varieties of drainage s.ys,tems and a 
specially designed experimental rack are be-
ing used. ·· 

THE SOYA BEAN 
The President, Cr. P. T. Byrnes, after ex

tending a welcome to over 300 visitors and 
growers, and giving an outline of the purposes 
and work of the committee (which includes a 
number of Departmental officers), gave some 
interesting :Points regarding the Soya Bean. 
He said that the purpos'e of the establishment 
or a series of plots throughout the District was 
to endeavor to acclimatise the seed. The 
heavy soil on 38H did not a.ppear suita·ble, but 
on the lighter soils the bean had done well. 
There was a great field ahead for the Soya 
Bean, and, with the need to expand irrigation 
settlement in view, the committee was carry
ing out these tests, the first, as far as could be 
ascertained, to be made under irrigation. 

Mr. Byrnes said that Henry Ford had spent 
a minion dollars in establishing ten thousand 
acres of these beans for us·e in car manufac
ture. It was for the possession of Soya Bean 
areas that the Japanese had conquered Man
chukuo, as it contained every essential for 
man to live, including milk. Biscuits made of 

this bean had sustained German troops through 
long hardships. 

VALUE TO DISTRICT 
In express,ing appreciation of the assistance 

rende·red the committee, the President said 
that they were proud of the results, and wete 
convinced that the lessons learned, and the 
services afforded the growers, had resulted in 
a definite improvement in District yields. 
' To those who hav~ watched the development 
of this courageous project this is obvious, and 
it is boi·ne out by statistics. These show:-

1929 
6,283 

1935 
3,078 

NYAH-"\:VOORINEN 
1930 1931 1932 1933 

7,115 2,824 5,100· 6,997 

1936 1937 1938 1939 
5,507 6,'928 9,418 6,113 

1934 
6,743 
1940 

10,000 
In 1931- there was a serious visit of black 

spot. In 1932 heavy floods at Woorinen caused 
serious damage. Rains, in February and March 
caused excessive losses in all districts through 
mould on vines and racks and on the drying 
grounds. In 1935 the crop was seriously re
duced by a heavy frost in the previous October, 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ 

ALTERATION TO ' 
"NEWS" 

It will be noted that this issue of the 
journal is in a new fmm. It has been 
reduced to twelve pages in compliance 
with the ruling of the Customs Depart-

= . ment to make a 33% reduction in the 
- use of paper. 

The smaller ty,pe nov 
greatly -offset the curt< 

' being used will 
·.ilment of space, 

, ___ ,., __ .._ l-.- ~ 

and it is hoped that thlo:> V\'lU llVL J.l<;< <N 

disadvantage. However, it is but one 
of the upsets of war that we have to 
meet, and a very minor one withal. 

~"'"""""'"""""'""'""""''"""""'""'"""'""'"""""""""'"""} 
whi·ch reduced the crop at Woorinen to 30 per 
cent. of normal, and at Nyah to 50 per cent. 
In 1936-37 severe frosts did partial damage. In 
1938-39 drought conditions· and heat waves, fol
lowed by heavy rains during harvest, drasti
cally reduced the crop. 

The committee is to be congratulated. It 
has shown what can be done by a body of 
keen men devoting a good deal of their busy 
time tO work for the common good. A par
ticulal·ly gratifying feature of this is that, as 
was re-por-ted in a recent issue of _this paper, 
the balance sheet shOws that, des·pite an up· 
hill struggle from behind scratch, the scheme 
is now paying its way. Growers· who have the 
opportunity would be well repaid from a visit 
to this plot and contact with the committee. 

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
BOARD 

At the February and March (held at Bar
mera) meetings of the Board practically the 
whole of the agenda was concerned with mat
ters of routine and. administration. The re
commendations on quotas by the Consulta-

"tive Committee and those of tile annual con
tributions were agreed upon. These are listed 
in another part of thi-s issue. 

In keeping with the policy of co~operatioll 
in this 1·egard the budget proposals of thB 
various State Boards -..vere given attentiDn. 
On the matter of fm·ther plantings it was 
agteed to again approach the South Austra· 
Han Government with a view to discouraging 

· any further expansion. 
The visit of an officer of the Department of 

Commerce to grade at Coonawarra was re
ported and, in regard to Berri, it was decided 
not to appoint a supervising grader for 1941. 

Other matters of routine, including packing 
ho-use registration'3, finance,. the position of 
dealers in regard to home consumption quotas 
were examined. 

The report of the investigation officer (Mr: 
J. E. Koblet) was submitted, together with bis 
special reports on his visit tD the irrigated 
areas and the extent of the use of Eranol by 
distributors and retailers. 

Note-s of proceedings of a conference on 
27/2/41 of Board ·representatives, officers ot 
the Department of Commerce and of repre· 
sentatives of registered dealers, ·were submit~ 
ted,- and the Chairman (Mr. G. A. W. Pope) 
reported that the conference was sought by 
the- dealers -..vith a view to establishing a 
method for the sabsfactory· disposal of certain 
grades of dried tree fruitc which did not con~ 
form to prescribed grade standards, but which 
had a ~}1anufacturing outlet. The proposal 
submitted by the conference was approved by 
the Board. and the secreta1·y w·as directed to 
implement the plan. 

Th8' Governor-General's proclamation ration
ing sales of dried tree fruits with a view to 
reserving for . military service requirel::nents 
certain proportions, was con'3idered, together 
with a report by th'e secretary on information 
in respect toi stocks held by) dealers and pack
ing hous,es, asked for by the Department of 
Commerce. It was agreed, that in the cir
cumstances the Board take no fUrther action 
for the present. 

During the official visit to the irrigated 
areas, the whole of the packing houses' on the 
river were in-spected, and members were given 
a first-hand observation of the seasonal condi
tions and the effect -of rain damage earlier iru 
the year. 

POTATOES TO BE DEHYDRATED IN 
THE MILDURA DISITRICT 

Saving In Shipping Spl!Ce 
The value of dried products of the soil for 

wartime transport requirements is brought 
graphically to the mind in the report that 
ne-gotiations are proceeding between Mildura 
packing house executives and the Supply 
Board for the dehydrating. of 2500 tons of pota
toes fo1· the army in the Middle East. It is 
stated that, from investigations so far, it would 
appear that the packing house plants, >vhich 
are lying idle on account of the splendid dry
ing season, should have no difficulty in doing 
the work, which will absorb a good deal Df 
local labor at a time of the year when employ
ment is very slack. 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE. 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society Union Assurance Society Ltd. 

Cresco· Manures 

Tiny Tim Power Washer 

Lon$fon &. Lancashire Insurance co. Ltd. 
Sentinel Power Ouster 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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