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Annual Report of Victorian State Board 
Post War Position Examined 

Danger of Any Extension of Plantings 
In his annual report to the Minister, the Chairman of the Board, Mr. Parker 

Moloney stresses the need for care in contemplating any further development 
in dried fruits production, and goes on to outline the features of a memorandum 
drawn up by the Consultative Committee of the State Boards. 

In the preliminary portion -~f his report Mr. · 
Moloney pays tribute to the work of the staff, 
and particularly to the military record of Lt. 
Col. Cremor, O.B.E., now on active service. 
Col. Crem01~, who was se_cretary of the Board 
for a considerable time before he was given 
leave of absence for his military duties at the 
outbreak of war had a trying time, and the 
goodwill of the industry goes to him: . 

After dealing with the· conditions of the 1941 
season and the yields the repo·rt examines at 
some length the· question of future conditions. 

FURTHER PLANTINGS 

!Jnder- this he~ding it states:-
"Recently the Consultative Committee, which 

is repres·entative of the dried fruits indus-try 
in aU the producing States, made a. careful il'6· 
view of the whole question relating to the fur· 
ther planting of drie·d vine fruits-a problem 
which has been agitating the minds of those 
connected with the industry since 1928. As 
a result, a memorandum was drawn up for sub· 
mission to the 'Governments of the three .States 
~oncerned, viz., New South Wales, Victoria, 
and South AUstralia." 

In its memorandum the committee calls at· 
tention to the following general outline:-

(-a) The exportable surplus of d.ried fruits, 
estimated at from 75 per cent. to 85 per cent. 
of the total pack in a normal year of produc
tion, is sold on overseas markets at average 
prices which, it has been proved, are no·t 
p-rofitable to the growers, Dominion p-refer
ence on imports to the United Kingdom not
withstanding. These preferences, more
over, are liable to be abrogated at any time, 
in view of the present international situa
tion. Incidentally, America, Greece, and 
Iran are Australia's competitors on the Unit
ed Kingdom dried fruit market in normal 
times. 

Branches in 

All States 

(b) The point of absorption has been 
reached on the only profitable market fOr 
dried fruits, i.'e., the Commonwealth market. 
This represents from 15 per cent. to 20 per 
cent. of the total pack in a normal year. 

(c) Improved methods and practices due 
to research work in irrigation and cultural 
problems, th'e eliminati·on of waste resulting 
from an appreciable improvement in effici
ency in the working of plant and machinery 
in packing houses, and the highly organised 
state- or the industry under statutory control 
are all factors which have contributed to a 
general upward curve iu production over the 
past two decades. Exc·ept for seasonal 
disaster (i.e., frosts, ·summer .rains, etc.), 
this production will be more than maintain· 
ed. 
The memorandum further stresses the nec

essity for anticipating the many problems 
which may arise in post-war reconstruction, 
amongst which are:-

( a) a revision of Dominion preferences, 
which have hitherto been of great advantag·e 
to the Australian .Q.ried fruits producer; 

(b) repatrjation plans which may entail an 
appreciable increase in production; and 

(c) the problems incidental to the 'disposal 
of the Commonwealth's exportable surplus 
of primary products in the new economic 
order which is contemplated. 
The c-ommittee particularly recommends .. the 

appointment of a permanent advisory commit· 
tee to advise ,the Government's on this and 
cognate matters affecting the utilisation of the 
Murray waters, thus ensuring. the maintenance 
of a uniform policy on the question by the 
States concerned. 

QUEENSLAND'S HELPFUL LEGISLATION 
In mY last report I mentiOned the fact that, 

at the request of the Boards of Victoria, New 

EsTABLISHeD 1849 

South Wales, and South Australia, the Queens· 
land Government had agreed to provide legis· 
lation to cope with the iUegal disposal o-f dried 
fruits reaching Queensland from the .southern 
States. Under this legislation provision was 
made, inter alia, to empower inspectors from 
the dried fruits producing States to enter all 
business premises in Queensland suspected of 
dealing in unprocessed fruits which were pur· 
chased in contravention of the regulations in 
the States of origin. 

The first comprehensive insp-ection in 
Queensland under the n-ew Act has recently 
been completed by an inspector attached to 
the New South Wales Board, and this inspec· 
tion revealed grave. breaches of the new legis· 
lation and of the regulations existing in cer
tain producing States. 

In one instance it was discovered in a promi
nent Brisbane business house that the grade 
markz; ·On certain cases of fruit purchas·ed from 
South Australia_ had been altered to a higher 
grade before being re-so1d in -Queensland. The 
person responsible for this offence was pros·e.· 
cuted and fined under the new Act. 

In those .States where the inspection disclos· 
ed ·breaches of existing regulations, appropri· 
ate steps have been taken to deal with the of~ 

. fenders. 
The results of this first inspection under the 

new Queensland Act have fully justified the 
steps taken by the Boards of the soUthern 
State,s. in enli-sting the' co-ope,ration of the 
Que·ensland Government. 

PUBLICITY 
For the year 1941 the Board contributed the 

sum of £4000 to the funds. of the Dried Fruits 
PubUcity Committee. The perSonnel of the 
C-ommittee, which is responsible for the g-ene
ral publicity of the industry within the Com· 
monwealth, consists of the chairmen of the 
various State Dried Fruits Boards and the 
Chairman of the Australian Dried FTuits Asso
ciation (Mr. H. D. Howie). Mr. Parker J. 
Moloney, in addition to being Chairman of the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board, is also Chair· 
man of the Dried Fruits Publicity Conimittee. 

_The whole of the operations ·Of the Dried 
Fruits Publicity Committe·e are conducted from 
the offices of the Victorian Dri·ed Fruits Board, 
the secretaries of the New South Wales, South 
Australian, arud. Western Australi-an Boards 
kindly undertaking to act as <the Committee's 
agent in their respectiv·e States. The books 
and accounts of the Committee are subject to.. 
periodical inspections by an officer of the Ac
counts Branch, Departl\'ent of Agriculture, 

Agents in 

All Districts 

FIRE, MARINE, ACC·IDENT, -LIVE STOCK. WO-RKERS' CO.M.PEN'SATION, CROP, STOC~, -~TACK, AND MO!OR CAR 



• 

2 THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, MAY, 1942 

Melbourne, , and ... are examined and audited by 
au officer of the Auditor-General's. Department 
at the end of each financial year. 

During the year under review the Committee 
continued its policy of concentrating on shop 
window displays in the various States, and it 
is gratifying to report that this practical form 
of advertising is producing, highlY satisfactory 
results. The publicity officers of the Commit
tee are n1eeting with the whole-hearted co
operation of the grocery trade, and, now that 
the high standard of the displa,.ys h8.s become 
wen known, are. experiehcing no difficulty in 
securing splendid windows in pr.ominent shop~ 
ping positions in the metropolitan and subur~ 
ban areas. 

Owing to the war, the Melbourne and Ade
laide Royal_ Agricultural Shows were not held 
this year, but attractive dried fruits exhibits 
were staged by the publicity officers at the 
Sydn-ey, Brisbane, Townsville and Albury 
shows. The balance sheets for the three lat
ter shows disclosed cred.it balances, and, in 
every case, record sales were·. established. 

The Committee's two publicity officers 
(Messrs. S. A. Rumble and A. T. Williams) 
have carried out extensive itineraries during 
the year in all the States, with the ex-ceptiou 
of Tasmania and Western Australia, and in 
the course of their duties have arranged win
dow displays at grocers' and .storekeepers' 
shops, delivered lectUres, and shown the dri·ed 
fruits talkie film to the senior pupils at schools 
and other gatherings in the metJ:;DpOlitan areas, 

.and also at the more impmtant country cen~ 
tres. 

It was decided during th'e, year to extend the 
scope of the Committee's activities in Queens
land by sending a publicity officer to the 
hitherto unexplored and thickly-populate-d 
northern towns, such as Rockhampton, Towns
ville, Maryborough, Bundaberg, etc., and the 
results proved quite enc-oumging. 

In view of its reduced funds and the resul
tant necessity for economy, the Committee is 
pursuing its practice of restricting advertise-

ments, to a large extent, to trade journals, and, 
as a result, there is a steady demand from 
grocers from all parts of the Commonwealth 
for sets of display material, thus indicating 
the popularity and sales value of these attrac
tive showcards. 

For the information of tourists and with a 
view to furthering the local sales of -dried 
fruits, arrangements ·have been made by the 
Committee for attractive glass-front'e·d show
cases, containing displays of g,ood--quality dried 
fruits, to be insta.Ued in the lounges of three 
of the leading hotels in Mildura. In addition, 
it is proposed to have a printed card placed in 
a conspicuous position i:q_ each showcase, giv
ing full particulars as to where quantities of 
these fruits may be obtained for purcha!)ing 
and mailing. 

As a result of representations recently made 
by the Committee to the Commonwealth Go
vernment, the Department of Information is 
now including dried fruits in its ;radio and 

·Press campaigns advocating the greater US!3 

of Australian-grown produqts. This c-Qnstant 
reference to dried fruits over the air and in 
the Press afford,s- a valuable adv-ertisement, 
which entails no cost to the Committee. 

Despite the absence of many men on active 
service overseas and the consequent disrup
tion in d.omestic purchasing requirements, it 
is interesting to note that the CommonWealth 
sales 'for 1941 contiriue to show a marked in
crease. In this regard, it is difficult to esti
mate the e·xact p-osition in respect to dried 
fruits, O·Wing to the requisitioning, by the 
Commonwealth Department of Supply and De
velopment, of large quantities of thes·e· varie
ties; but, in dried vine fruits alone, the in
crease in Commonwealth sales for 1941 shows 
an improvement of 2609 tons on_ the figures of 
six years ago. 

There' is every reason to believe that this 
progressive annual iiicrease. is due, in no small 
degree, to, the effective work that is being per
forme-d by the Dri-ed Fruits Publicity Commit· 
tee. 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance at 1st 
January, 1941-

Aust. ConsoUdat
ed Inscribe-d 

£ s. d. 

Stock . . . . . 6,040 0 0 
Cash . • . ..... 8,193 16 10 

Levy on Growers . . . . . .. . . . 
To adjust overs~es on Com

monwealth Market . . . . . . 
Costs allowed in Gourt cases, 

illegal trafficking . . . . . . . 
Miscellaneous Recoups . . . . . 
Interest on Inscribed Stock .. 

£ s. d. 

14,233 16 10 
9,~99 7 4 

82 12 6 

3 7 6 
189 3 0 
237 17 0 

PAYMENTS 

By Chairman's allowance 
Boar.d fees . . . . . . 
Staff Salaries . . . . . . 
Travelling, Expenses - Rail 

fares, car hire . . . . . . . . . 
Special inquiries, illegal traf-

ficking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Rent and Cleaning ....... . 
Inspection costs . . . . . . . . . 
Contribution to Drie·d Fruits 

Fruits Publicity Coihmittee 
To adjust sales of ·fruit on 

Commonwealth market (vine 
fruits) . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Postage and telephones .. 
Printing and Stationery .. 
Services of Department of 

Agriculture . . . . . . 
General Advertising . . . . 
Audit fee ........... . 
Office and Incidental Expenses 
Balance at ·31st Dec., 1941-

Australian Con
solidated In-
scribed stock £6,040 0 0 
Cash . . . . . . 7,297 10 5 

£ s. d. 
600 0 0 
500 0 0 
906 15 1 

341 5 3 

1,463 0 8 
276 0 0 

2,613 13 0 

4,000 0 6 

82 12 6 
172 5 9 

53 18 9 

150 0 0 
82 12 5 

5 • 0 
161 5 4 

13,337 10 5 

£24,746 4 2 £24,746 4 2 

In addition, £30 was paid to Consolidate~ Revenue as fees for registration of Packing 
Houses. 

STA"CISTICS 

Packed Weights ofl D-ried Vine Fruits Produ-ced in the Various Irrigation Distr-icts 
(Up to the 31st December~ 194)). 

Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
P.e:r. Per- Per- Pel' 

Tons centage· '!lOns centage T.ons aentage Tons celltage 
of Total of Total of Total of Total 

Pack Pack Pack Pack 
City of Mildura and 

Irym:ple .. .. .. .. 2,529 37.8 7,889 22.8 1,687 30.3 i2,105 25.9 
Merbein ......... 2,059 30.7 7,301 21.2 933 61.8 10,293 22.0 
Red Cliffs .... .. .. 1,611 24.0 13,818 40.0 2,162 38.9 17,591 37.6 

6,199 92.5 29,008 84.0 4,782 86.0 39,989 85.5 

Nyah West .. .. 281 4.2 ~.403 7.0 179 3.2 2,863 6.1 
Woorinen .. .. .. .. 185 2.8 2,692 7.8 414 . 7.5 3,291 7.0 
Tresco and Lake Boga 24 .3 

397} 18~1. 604 1. 
Goulburn Valley .. .. 

1: I 
9 . 12 

Other Victorian .2 1.2 
J 

3.3 
15 J 

1.4 
Districts .. .. .. eli 

---"·-
. 6,701 10Q.O 34,514 100.0 5,55ll 100.0 46,774 100.0 

FINANCE, GROWERS' CONTRIBUTIONS, 
ETC. 

Attached h-ereto is a statement of receipts 
and expenditure. Fr·om it will be seen that 
the receipts for the year amounted, in round 
figures, to £10,512, of which approximatelY 
£10,000 was derived from growers' contribu
tions. The remain<l.er of the year's revenue 
was received from interest on Commonwealth 
stock and from rec-oups of expenditure and 
transfers. 

The balance in the fund at 31st December, 
1941, showed §. d-ecrease of £.896/6/5 for the 
12 months, due to the. fact that production for 
the year showed a decline _of 10,134 tons on the 
1940 season's crop. 

The estimated _pr-oduction for 1942 also indi
cates a considerable reduction on the 1940 
figures, with a corresponding -estimated reduc
tion in rev·enue. This, of course, is also ap
plicable to the other dried fruits producing 
States.. Nevertheless, the various Boards, 
acting in collaboration, have 'decided to avoid 
any increase in the growers' contributions, 
which have been again fixed at 4/3 per ton for 
the 1942 season. 

SULPHURED DRIED FRUITS 
HAVE VITAMIN C 

Dr. Ilma Lucas, wrifing in the Journal for 
Nurses recently on the food values in dried 
fruits, said concerning -dried apricots and dried 
peaches, that "theY are-provided they are 
sulphured-excellent sources of vitamin C," 
adding: "Cut fruits for drying are exposed to 
sulphur -dioxide to_ prevent discoloration and 
fermentation. Sulphur treatment of fruits 
was once thought to create toxicity, especially 
in children. Many public health nurses, for 
example, would advise mothers not to use sul
phured dried fruits. Actually, in the case of 
peaches an·d. apricots, sulphur treatment in
creases the C content. The negative attitude 
toward sulphured fruits has long 'been sub
merged due to lack of clinical evidence to 
substantiate any claims that the process was 
harmful." · 

NYAH-WOORINEN HARVEST WELL 
AHEAD 

As at Saturday, 2nd May, the following tOn
nages of dried ·fruits were delivered to the 
district packing houses:-

Currants, 484 tons; sultanas, 7771 tons; 
lexias, 537' tons. Total, 8792 tons. Eighty 
per cent. of this total has· already been graded 
and packed. It is estimated that there is 
about another 500 tons in growers' hands. 
This will make a total of ·approximately 9200 
tons for the season, as compared with the re
cord of 10,000 tons. The tonnage of currants 
is considerably down this year. 

From the figures it is apparent that this dis
trict is well ahead with its harvesting, having 
regard to labor problems. The reason might 
be found in the use of the mixed dip for sul
tanas and lexias, for with the fine season ex
perienced at that date this process would be a 
Winner. 

EXPORT BOARD LEVY REDUCED 
Under .recent decisions the levy 0!11 drie·d 

Vine fruits for export will be reduced by lOd 
per ton. The new rates· are operative from 
March 1, and are now: Currants, ·3/4 per ton; 
sultanas and lexias, 5/- per ton. 

GREEN TINGE AND THE "T" PIECE 
. TRELLIS 

A report from the "Nyah and Piangil Times," 
in dealing with the above subject, states:-

The experience of sultana growers early this 
season with "green tinge" in their fruit, and 
the refusal of packers to take this class o-f 
fruit in at the door have prompted many 
theories. 

One of these is that the grapes. -Qn T piece 
trellised vines are especially liable to suffer 
with this trouble. The reason advanced is 
that on the T piece if there is a heavy crop 
there are a great number of bunches expoSed 
to the sun on the -double wire, which ripen 
well with good color, and _a :percentage of 
bunches which are hidden in th-e centre of the 
vine, which get no sun and do not color even~ 

_ly with the exposed bunches. The dip man 
·has trouble in striking an average method of 
dipping such fruit, with the result -that there 
is a sharp contrast in the two types of fruit~ 
Some of it dries a ~ood gold-en color, while 
the rest is as green as the shamrock . 

It is very hard to bleach out such a sample 
of sultanas to get an ev·en color. 
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Recent Meetings of Victorian Board 
Ohanez (Dried) Now Controlled-Matters 
Affecting Dehydration at Recent Meetings 

of the Victorian State Board 

One of the main items dealt with by this Board in the series of recent meet
ings is that of the involved problem of the marketing of dried Ohanez. grapes. 
The loss of export markets on account of lack of shipping facilities for the fruit 
in "fresh" form has created a problem, and if this article in its dried form is 
allowed on the market without some form of control a good deal of harm can 
be done to the dried fruits industry as a whole. 

The matter was taken a further stage at the 
April meeting of the Board and the chairman 
reported that ·definite steps had now be,en 
taken to bring· dried Ohanez grapes within the 
ambit of the· Dried Fruits Legislation and that 
a proclamation declaring dried Ohanez grapes 
to be dried fruits within the meaning of the 
Act had appeared in the Gcwernment Gazette 
of the 11th March, H-42. Negotiations were 
proceeding with the South Australian and New 
South 'Vales Dried Fruits Boards in the direc
tion of bringing abOUt uniformity of actioi:t in 
this matter. The fixation of a home consump
tion quota was the crux of the whole position. 
It was considered that the proclaiming, of this 
variety wa.s a war-time measure which repre
sented a reasonable an:d safie compromise to 
meet the present situation which had been 
brought about by the loss of export markets. 

MOISTURE CONTENT OF DRIED APRICOTS 
AND PRUNES 

The question of moisture content of prunes 
and dried apricots was discussed and the 
opinion was expressed that, before submitting 
tor investigation to the Dried Fruit Processing 
Committee, any problem concerning the dried 
fruits industry, there should be collabo·ration 
between the Consultative Committee, the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association and the ·com
monwealth Export Control Board. 

SHORTAGE OF LABOR 

With regard to the question of the growing 
lack of labor in the industry where strong 
men were required for heavy work in the pack
ing houses and on the· growers' blocks, the 
chairman stated that in compliance with a de· 
ClSIOn reached at a recent meeting of the 
A.D.F.A. Board of Management, he had arrang
ed with Mr. Mulvany and Mr. Sumner to have 
a preliminary disCussion on the matter with 
Mr. Malcolm this week and. then, possibly, the 
responsibile Minister, with a view to having 
men engaged in the industry placed in their 
appropriate priority class. 

The chairman reported at length on the 
stePs to -ensure adequate labor for the harvest, 
which he took, in company with Messrs. H. V. 
Davey, A. Rawlings and F. R. Messenger, Who 
were appointed by the Mildura Growers' De
fence Committee for this purpose. 

Mr. Molcney stated that several Federal 
Ministers were interviewed, as well as the 
Premier and the Military Authorities, and 
nothing was left undone to place the serious
ness of the position before the Governments 
concerned. 

PACKING LICENCE REFUSED 

Wales with a small production and high con
sumption. 

Although New South Wales would scarcely 
balance its budget on a 4/3 levy, and nothwith* 
standing the fact that the estimated produc
tion for 1942 would be conside-rably below that 
of 1940, it was decided to maintain the levy at 
its present low level. 

RAISIN BREAD '-

Mr. Moloney stated that, following upon re
presentations wihch had been made to him 
regarding the d-ecision of the Victorian Master 
Bakers' Association to eliminate raisin bread, 
owing to the shortage of manpower, he (accom* 
panied by Messrs. H. R. Jones and W. N. Sum
ner) had inte"l'Viewed the presi-d!ent of the 
Master Bakers' As,sociation (Mr. Langri-dge), 
and suggested to him that arrang.ements be 
made for the delivery of raisin bread one: day 
p€r week, say, Thursday, thereby enab~ing 
housewives to secure their supplies for the 
we,ek. Mr. Langridge agreed to place this 
prOposal before his Association. 

SHORTAGE OF FERTILISERS 

It was brought under the notice of the Board 
that, in view of the fact that the dried fruits 
crop is required for the military services and 
other essential uses, it was advisable that the 
Board should make representations to the 
chairman of the R1,1ral Industries Committee 
:requesting that the d-ried fruits industry ·be 
given some orde·r of priority in the allocation 
of available manure (fertilisers). It was also 
recommended that the Victorian Board should 
communicate with the New South Wales and 
South Australian Dried Fruits Boards suggest
ing that similar action be .taken in their res
pective States. 

DEHYDRATION 

In order to clear away any misunderstanding 
amongst growers in regard to the dehyr-dation 
of their fruit ·deliveries, it was decided to cir
cularise: all packing houses with a view to 
clarifying the procedure adopted in connection 
with such -fruit. Packing houses we-re asked, 

" 

inter alia, to advise the Board as t.o whether a 
specified area. in packing houses could be 
allotted for this class of fruit which could be 
placed on one side under bond to the packing 
house and released by the grader before leav
ing the packing house; also whether it was 
the custom of packing houses to, make: charges 
for dehydration acco-rding to the moiSture con~ 
tent of each line of fruit treated. 

As a result of an advertisement. which the 
Board inserted in the various country papers 
drawing attention to the· fact that it was neces· 
sarY under the Dried Fruits Act to register 
private dehydrators, a numlJer of applicants 
were approved for the year 1942. 

The chai1'man's report on the activities of 
the Publicity Committee- was placed before 
members. The report emphasised -the views 
of the com:rp.itte~,_ which is composed of r'e· 
presentatives of 3:11 producing, States and the 
Australiag Dried Fruits Association, in regard 
to the necessity of continuing a progre'ssive 
advertising campaign in the di-rection of ·build
ing the local market. This was considered 
necessary in view of the uncertainty of ship
ping facilities for the export trade. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by Agents as at the "30th 

April, disclose the following position:-
VINE FRUITS 

1942 1941 1940 
Tons. Tons Tons 

Currants 00 1580 858 1038 
Sultanas 00 2552 2116 2332 
Lexias .. 00 

- 257 163 
-- -- --
4132 3251 3533 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots 00 00 712 474 398 
Peaches 00 00 00 117 40 126 
Nectarines 00 1 27 14 
Pears 00 00 00 - - 22 
Prunes 00 00 00 92 226 354 

-- -- --
922 767 914· 

.Melbourne, 7th May, 1942. 

VINE FRUITS QUDITAS FOR 1942 
The following. quotas for local saLes have 

been adopted, on the recommendation of the 
Consultative Committee, by the several State 
Boards:-

Cunants . . . . . . 22?ii% 
Sultanas . . . . . . . . . 17?ii% 
Lexias . . . . . . . . . . 50% 

With regard to tree fruits no recommenda
tion was mad·e· as these fruits will be absorbed 
by the services and have been acquired by the 
Government. 

PARTNERS • 
1.n PEACE and WAR 

An application by P. Pullar and Nephew, 
Ardmona, for a packing house licence for 1942 
was discussed. · This· matter was constdered 
in the light of. the additional facilities which 
are expected to be made available as the result 
of the transfers to Co-operated Dried Fruits 
Sales Pty. Ltd. of the packing house of W. A. 
Blake Pty. Ltd., and of the· packing house at 
Tongala East, and, after discussion, it was de
cided not to grant this application. 

FINANCE 

The estimated expenditure for 1942, which 
was restricted within the limits of that for the 
previous two years, was submitted to, and ap
proved by the Board. 

AS Empire partners. Australia <md Canad4 must work closely together. 
Canada luis lowered. tmiffs an Empire products 1md directed trade into 

Empire chllllnels. thus stlmnlaling Austr<ilillll Exports. You can reciprocate 
by obtaining as much of your requirements dS possible from Canada. 
Every purchase from Canad4 l>ids our joint war effort. 

The reoommendation of the Consultative 
Committee to maintain the present levy of 4/3 
per ton was agreed to. It was pointed out 
that the Con!}ultative Committee, in this 
recommendation was guided by the d-ecision of 
the last Inte'r$cate Conference which decided 
upon the principle of a uniform levy-when 
the h-igher producing States such -'as Victoria 
and South Australia, agr-eed to assist in meet* 
ing the requirements ~?f a State li!te New So_i.Ith 

Building, 
Bliqb Streets. SYDNEY 

Vlctorio Insurance Co. Building. 
~ Qu...., Streel MELBOUBNI! 
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J\ustraHan ~rieb Jlfruits 
~efus 

Official Organ of the 
AUSTRAUAN DRIED FRUITS 

ASSOCIATION 

All reports, con€spond.ence, etc., should be 
addressed to- The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Stewart P.O., via Red Cliffs, 

Victoria. 

For Advertising Rates, apply W. N. Sumner, 
Victoria House, ~6 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 

•"'"'"""'""'"""'"'"""'"""""'""""'"""""""'"""'""""""""II § All Branch·es ·of A.O.F.A. are asked to 
~ forw~rd items of interest to the Industry 
~ as a whole for publication in the "News." 
·~llliiiiiiiiiiii11111111111111111111UIIIOII111tllllt111111111111111"1111111110l>llltllllllll 

Here's freedom to him that would read, 
Here's freedom to him who wmtld write; 

Far !!here's none ever feared that the truth 
should be heard, 

But those whom the truth would indite. 
-Burns. 

MILDURA, MAY, 1942 

SAVE FOR THE FUTURI:: 

T·HE final payt?-ents'for the 1941 crop just 
made, add a new record to the history 

of our industry; for this is the earliest finalisa
tion ye,t made, in that it is made before the 
following crop is in the packing houses. 

There results a feeling of financial buoy
ancy in the minds of growers and a tendency 
to feel that, with the early sales of the 1942 
crop that are now effected, money will flow 
in freely an<! more plentifully. This might 
be so, but there are many factors to consider; 
and pending proper consideration of them it 
were wise to save for- the future, which is by 
no means as .rosy as the statistics indicate. 

Many growers are coming to a better appre
ciation of the position; having just received 
their taxation accounts-with more to come 
following the present Commonwealth policy 
of uniform tax.ition which will definitely 
mean higher rates in the dried fruits produc
:ing States. The sharp rise i~· the basic wage, 
together with the limited choice of the poor 
type of -labor .available in the main, the soar
ing costs of requisites to production, the 
higher packing rates-and the higher_ living 
costs immediately nullify any gain in price 
return or savirig of interest and other charges 
from the early sales. The percentage of the 
crop that will ihave to be dehydrated this year 
will further reduce; the ultimate return. 
There will be nothing to spare, for carrying 
out idieas of certain uimprovementis," etc., 
that have been planned for the day when 
money came quickly, and it is saff'!r lo save 
what . can be put into a reserve against the 
future. 

In "this. regard it is of interest to examine 
some of the possibilities, any of which can 
have a severe effect on the financial position 
of growers who have nothing in reserve to 
mee,t the urainy day." The most immediate 
risk is involved in the qu-estion of war dam
age. & reported iil another column the posi
tion might arise where loss due to enemy 
action might occur, and whilG the War Dam
age Insurance scheme affords some protecti6n 
it might not be immediate or in fulf and 
heavy losses would have to he borne by grow
ers until claims Wf'!re adjusted in part or ulti
m-atelyt in fulL It can happen here. 

The manpower position is most uncertain 
for the future, and this industry which re-
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quires such a great numbef of fit workers for 
a short tenn is particularly vulnerable to any 
shortage. We have had a taste of what can 
happen; this harvest having been so prolong
ed~ that the dehydration costs are to be heavy 
on the aggre;gate of fruit to be treated in the 
several centres. Failing definite action by 

, the Commonwealth to meet our manpower re
quirements anything can happen for we ·can
not depend on volunteer labor with any hope 
of economic harvesting. · 

And so there .are two factors that can 
mean pounds per ton on the expenditure side 
that will more than offset the present position 
resulting from early sales at better rates. 
Ther~ are others. These are further ahead, 
but call for a saving for the future. The 
proved value of nitrogen as being the main 
-constituent to continuity of yield being ac- . 
cepted, the wartim~ lack of this both in 
chemical and natural form (green' manure) 
means- that we are using up our soil reserves 
for the while that these supplementary means 
are not available. This means that, if the 
w;ar. is to last for several years, we can antici
IPate a falling off in yield due to the gradual 
impoverishment of the land; for .you can"t 
keep on taking all from land without some 
replacement. To counteract this using up 

-. of the reserves of the land it seems sound 
economy to attempt to build up a cash re
serve to counterbalance. 

These aspects are real and immediate. What 
of the more -distant and proba-bly more vital, 
future? The New Order via the Atlantic 
Charter must convey some conception of the 
future of exchange, preferences, etc., between 
the, nations, and as this industry in so depep.
dent on these man ~de laws of supply and 
demand it must be highly vulneEahle to any 
modification of the existing artificialities of 
our Australian system of costing for our 
world trade. If we as an industry have to 
face a re-a.d;justment of trade barriers we will 
be in trouble--the loss of one of our prefer
ences, for instance, can mean pounds per ton 
in terms of sweat box return. The one com
pensation that can be anticipated is an ad
justment of our fictitious Australian rates of 
pay-which do not buy any more than the 
rates rul_:ng in Britain or America-to bring 
our aggregate. Australian costs more in line 
with out white, competitors. However, while 
the re;-adjustment of fiscal considerations 
under the New Order will be immediate in 
their effects on this industry-they won't 
effect wheat and wool to such an extent
the,re will be a lag, during which period wages 
will stay where they are or continue to 
increase. Thus will the dried, fnUts industry 
be caught in the period of re-adjustment, and 
having little political voice, will have to wait 
for the final settling down before it can take 
proper stock o.f the position. Save for the 
futur~ seems a sound! policy .. 

A further danger lies in the attitude of the 
Government in regard to the re;patriation of 
soldiers. There will be a frantic rush to 
demo:bo-lise the Soldier and muntion worker
public works will be carried out with a view 
to increasing the wealth of the soil-irrigation 
can easily be the slogan without proper regard 
to markets. This was done in the last post 
war period ·without consultirig the industries 
concerned and was only turned to success 
after world ·consUilljption was passed when 
the present vulnerable system of p1'eferences 
was instituted. 

Any overproduction following this war is a 
real danger. It is something that will be the 
policy of the Government if Australia is not 
to .. stand still; and something that we have 
to face. Therefore, to save for the future 
is an_ C$Se:&tial, having regard to the peiiod . 
of ullcertainty ahead. It were both patriotic 
and· sensible to build up a reserve in Govern
ment securities killing two birds with the one 
r,tone. The bird in the; bank is worth two 
in the new winlless set. 

CONTRACTORS' RATES 
AT RED CLIFFS 

Questioned By A.D.F.A. 
Branch 

In the past few months a position has arisen 
in the Red <Cliffs ayea that ·has given some con~ 
cern to the local growers~ organisation. 

The local Carriers' Association together 
wi·th a recently formed c-ontractors' AssOcia
tion has decided to appreciably increase the 
charges for services to g~rowers. In the -case 
of the former the 1contention for a rise-the 
third in ~three y€:ar&-was based on the in
creased costS and 'Primarily on the amount of 
waiting time at -the packing house d,oor. Tbis 
position has been aggravated this year on ~:~.c~ 
count of the, shortage of I3bor in the packing 
houses. and appea;rs to 1be one that needs to be 
anticipated and dealt with before the· next sea
son. 

This year we have- had- the position where 
there were far too many carriers than the in~ 
take of the packing hous'es warranted. We 
had! the ®ectacle of long lines of -wagons be
ing idle .for half the day with· the resul-tant 
wastag-e of manpower at a time when · the 
shortage of men in the packing ·houses was 
badly in need of solution. Efforts' were made 
to ind-uce the idle ca:rrriers to do work in the 
packing house while waiting to .be un:loaded 
but to ne: a vail. 

It would appear that the solution would li-e 
in a system of packing hous.e control of the 
number o.f carriers employed, a roster, and zon
ing, schedule being instituted so that the r~ 
taine,d -carriers· would 1be assured! of qutck-er 
turn-around for certain 1days ea-ch week 
spending the lbalance of -their. time working in 
the plant, and in the aggrega-te shifting more 
fruit and giving thek :full time. to the job of 
getting the fruit ready for the marke-t, to the 
uLtimate goodi ·of all who lrive 1by the returns 
from dried fruits. It .wou1d appear that a con
ference of interested ,parti·es is ov'erdue-with 
a view to arriving at some e.conOJ:Uic basis. 
This- matter has been .reported to the prices 
c.ommissioner and investigations are to-· be 
made. Any scheme that is entered into in 
regard to zoning and! roster would· have to· de
pen.d greatly on grower sup,port. If a grower 
insisted on a certain carrie[" Wihos·e geographi
cal position was such th·at wastage w~s in
volved in the job, that grower W10uld be helping 
to d·e•stroy rath·e!I' than facili·tate. Instanc.es 
are recorded W!here ,carriers Who oli-ve four 
miles north of the ·delivery point a;re carting 
for a grower who lives four miles, south, the 
carrH!~r, ·oiften doing a lot of avoidable travel
ling 'to opi,ck up an. early morning load and the 
same in returning &W:ea·ts in the evening. 

The Red !Cliffs ,branch is ,concerned at the 
principle of associations being formed by 
gtroups- selling a servic-e an& these groups fix
ing their rates without some· control. Parti
cularly as t1ie wartime ,p.osHion has a. g;reat 
influence on sup.ply and rd~mand. 

In regar1d to -the price for working 'blocks 
an amount of_,,£12/10-/ 1pel' acre is claimed, 
and as this 'Covers .b.ut fiv·e1 waterings as against 
six las-t year and does not embrace @reen 
manuring, :s[praying Or sulphuring, it is con
sid'ered too high. At a meeting of the inter
ested pai'Ities recently held, ·p&ckers, eontrac
to'fs, and growers, with the R . .S.I.L.L.A. (~epre
senting, a.bsentee soldiers' inte1rests.) no finality 
was reached and the matte[" is ,being referred 
to the Prices Commissioner. 

PUT AN' fNDING 
TO NffDLESS 

SNNDING 
!.liiY ~ 
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.THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
Differentials Fixed for United Kingdom Sales; 
Export Grades Adjustment to Operate for 1942; 

War Damage Insurance 

The recent developments under war conditions have meant a great deal of 
re-arrangement of our normal marketing, and other conditions. At recent 
meetings of the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. these problems have re
ceived consideration. An outline of features of the difficulties is given for the 
interest of gro>Vers: 

At a meeting· held at Mildura, which was at
tended by Mr. E. J. Mulvany, Economic Adviser 
to the Export Control Board, the Chairman, 
Mr. H. D. Howi·e, stated that in regard to over
seas sales to the Unite.d Kingdom, .agreement 
had been arrive-d. at for our exportable surplus 
to be purchased at a price which, on a f.o.b. 
basis, would mean an increase of £7 per ton 
for currants, and £4 on sultanas and lexias 
(including W.althams). 

The price for all grades was to be a flat one 
and this raised the problem as to how the mat
ter is to be dealt with on behalf of the grow
ers. The Government was asking that grade 
.standards be maintained on the same basis 
as last season and have intimated that the 
grades shipped to London this year will form 
the basis for the price next year. It was es
sential that the Association .should define to 
packers and agents, the terms on which we ex
pect them to handle the fruit and prov'ide for 
differentials for the ·various grades, so that 
there will be no misunderstan-ding~ He thought 
it would be necessary to circularise agents and 
packers, setting out the method to be adopted, 
so that the growers would obtain the differen
tials on their various grades and that the As
sociation should invite the indepen.Ji·ent pack
ers to adopt a Scheme similar to the one we 
will set out. 

POOLING OF FRUIT 

During the discussion on this matter several 
important features were examined. The :first 
principle being that of the pooling of fruit pro· 
duced in the Eastern States and the allocation 
of differentials for gra·des, having regard to 
the generally higher grades of currants from 
Western Australia as they a·ff-ected the general 
average or flat rate of the f.o.b. prices. This, 
in effect would mean that, whilst the all round 
increase on currants might be estimated at £7 
_per ton, W.A. could be considered to be en
titled to some consi<l_erable premium from the 
pool. ~ 

A further principle was involved in the ques
tion as to whether, seeing that the grower is 
paid on a sweat box basis, a packer who im-_ 
proved his pack by special treatment, or 
blending,_ was entitled to share in the· extra 
money derived from the price for the packed 
fruit which might, aft~r allowing for loss in 
processing, show a higher av-erage of grade 
that of .sweat box receipts. ·rn this r"egard it 
was agreed that packers, before raising fruit a 
grade above that indicated on ·the door re
c-eipt, must have the same authorised. by an 
inspector of a statutary body administering the 
supervision of the grading, for export fruit. In 
regard to improvement by blending, particu~ 

larly now that the elimination of types "a" and 
"b" have been r-ecommended, it _was felt that, 
as this was an involved and indeterminate 

matter a .survey of the p-osition. shoul-d be taken 
at a later date; it being g·enerally considered 
that as the price for next year will be based 
on the av-erage· of the grades (packed) sup
plied to the United: Kingdom this season, some 
incentive should be given to packers to im
p-rove their grades where ever possible. 

It was .resolved: "That in k-eeping with -the 
desire o'f the Export Control Board to adopt 
.such a policy in allocation of grades of fruit 
for the United Kingdom .as will ensure the 
same high standar·ds as ill the past two sea· 
sons. 

To adopt a syst~:n}_ of grade variations in 
payment to growers .as wilL ensure attention 
and care being given to the production of fruit 
of the· highest quality to maintain the reputa
tion of the industry in export markets. 

"That an Export Grades Adju·stment shall 
operate for the 1942 s-eason to provide for-

"An equitable adjustment between agents in 
resp-ect to their sales of fruit oversea as be
tween 'premium' and 'flat price' markets. This 
phase of the adjustment would correct anoma
lies created by an agent .selling a higher than 
average quota of his high grade fruit in mar
ket offering a 'premium' as against agents who 
sold similar fruit in a 'fiat price' market. 

"Premiums for grades of fruit higher than 
the lowest grade shipped to a 'fiat price' mar
ket." 

GRADE PREMIUMS ADOPTED 

That as indication of the Board's view on 
the matte·r the following tentative grade pr·e
miums were indicated (since definitely i:tdopt
ed by the Board of Management):-

Currants: 1-crown, basis; 2-crown, £2 a ton 
up on 1-crown; 3-crown, £4 a ton up on 1-
crowu; 4-crown, £6 a ton up on 1-crown. 

Sultanas: 1-crown, basts, 2-crown, £2 a ton 
up- on 1-crown; 3-crown, £4 a ton up on 1-
crown; 4-crown, £6 a ton up on !-crown; 5-
crown, £8 a ton up on 1-crown. 

Lexias.-Sweat Basis: 3-crown, basis; 5-
crown, £1/10/- a ton up on 3-crown; 6-crown, 
£3 a ton upon 3-crown. Packed Basis: 3-
crown and 2-crowu :Seedless, basis; 4-crown, 
up £1; 5-crown up £2; 6-crown, up £5 basis. 

"That all fruit deliv-ered to A.D.F.A. packing 
houses shall be received on the above condi
tions and all agents shall be bound to the ad
justment." 

"That Western Australia and Indpendent 
Selling Organisations be invited to participate 
in this export grades adjustment plan, in fur
therance of the policy announced by the Com
monwealth Dried Fruits Control Board." 

"That tentative adju:stments in accordance 
with the foreg.oing conditions .shall -be made at 
30th June and 30_th September with a final ad
justment at the end of the season."' 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers -of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of_ Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruh --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

WAR DAMAGE INSURANCE 
At a Melbourne meeting of the Board the 

question of War Damage Insurance was dis
cussed, and an invitation was e-xtended to Mr. 
Mulvany, who has been closely in touch with 
the problem, to be present. 

After a lengthy discussion, it was decided to 
investigate the possibility of insurance being 
effected by the association on behalf of the 
whole industry, the objective being that in the 
event of a loss of fruit, it would be spread pro
portionately over all growers, instead of any 
one section having to carry the burden. It 
was also decided to ask for an extension of 
time from the Commission for the commence .. 
ment of the scheme. The following letter in 
regard to War Damage Insurance· was received 
from the War Damage Commission:-

With reference to your letter of 16/3/42 and 
your further letter of 27/3/ 42·, I have to advise 
that the Commission has had the a'dvantag-e of 
discussing the p-osition with Mr. H. R. Jones, 
and so far as can be seen, it should not be 
necessary to alter the existing Reg.ulations. 

The Regulations already provid·e· that where 
:a grower insures his crop, the insurance con· 
tinues for a period of 21 days after picking or 
until he parts with possession of the crop, 
which ever happens first. It is understood 
that occasionally the grower will keep his crop 
for. longer than 21 days, but in such an event, 
he, could take out an additional cover. This 
would be compulsory if the value of his crop 
exceeded £1000 and voluntary if of a lesser 
amount. 

After the fruit leaves the possession of the 
grower, it is proPosed to regard-fo.r the pur· 
p-ose of these regUlations-the packing shed 
or the agent as the owner and for them to take 
out an insurance in respect of the maximum 
value of stock held at any one time. If this 
is done, the cost would be regarded as part of 
the general expenses of the pa:cking shed and 
agent, and eventually pass.ed on to the grower. 
Insurance would be taken out on a quarterly 
basis at the rate of 2/- per cent. per quarte~. 
the quart(?r periods being 31/3/42, 30/6/42, 
30/9/42 and 31/12/42 respectively. 

One difficulty which will arise is the ques~ 
tion of the values to be used for the purpose 
of contributions, and perhaps your Board 
could help the ·commission by suggesting 
what figures might be adopted as average 
values:-

(a) in the g,rower's possession; 
(b) in the packing house,· and 
(c) in the agent's hands. 
It would be understood that if loss should 

occur, the da·mage would be a.sses.sed at the 
time and point of loss. 

The Commission is very glad to have the 
help- of your Board on this question, and I 
would a_ppreciate advice whether you see any 
objection to the above proposal, and also for 
any information which .you may be able to fur
nish in regard to values. 

HAIL DAMAGE INSURANCE 

This matter, which is being investigated fol~ 
lowing a request from South Australian 
branches whose districts we-re seriously affect
ed recently, is a difficult one. Via a circular 
to all packing houses operating throughout 
the industry it was found that, in the aggre
gate, the l-oss over a period o~ years is not ap
preciable, and it would be. a contentious matter 
were a levy system on all growers institu.:
ed as a basis of insurance by, and within, the 
Association. However, the Board were appre
ciative of the fact that some individual losses 
have been calamitous, and it was decided that 
further investlg.ati-ons should be made from in
surance compa.nies and that the matter would 
receive further consideration at the next meet
ing of the Board. 

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 

'The secretary reported the result of enquir
ies from packers, regarding tonnages used, 
and .submitted correspondence exchanged be· 
tween the Association and the Directo-rate of 
Materials Supply, The Association was as
sured that every endeavor will be made to 
supply the largest possible quantity of sulphate 
of ammonia, but that present indications are 
that rather less than 50 per cent. of ·the normal 
requirements will be available to the dried 
fruits industry. A survey of the position is 
being made and. the results of .same will be 
communicated to the Association as soon as 
known. 

DISTRIBUTION AND SALES POLICY 
Representatives of the Federal Dried Fruits 

Distributors Association attended the meeting 
and matters affecting distribution problems 
under present conditions were dealt with. 
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These matters were concerned with the gene
ral efficiency of distribution, and :whilst, not of 
immediate interest to- .growers, ·are very im
portant in the smooth working of the system 
whereby the Association and its distributors 
co-operate for the general efficiency and equity 
of the A.D.F.A. selling system-the very fun
damental of the basis of A.D.F.A. 

The policy of the Associati-on to take a mid
season rise---approved by the Prices Commis
sion-was dealt with and it was agreed to ef
fect this rise as from June 8th; on a basis of 
one half penny on currants, sultanas, lexias, 
walthams and seeded raisins. The principle 
involved in this policY is that the opening 
price is based on a lower figure to encourage 
sellers to. stock up--with earlier returns to 
growers-the forewarning of a rise having the 
effect of encouraging buyers to invest. The 
Wh{)le being the average return the industry 
requires from its Commonwealth sales, having 
regard to cost of production, and returns from 
other markets. 

MANPOWER PRIORITY 

The experience of the past harvesting sea
son indicates that the dependence of '"sympa
thetic" volunteers to harvest and -process the 
crop cannot be depended on entirely to ensure 
the fruit being available for the contracts to 
the several Governments urgently requiring 
our products. It was considered the ·a.ssis
tance this .season was of great value, but not 
being, sufficient to adequately do the work in 
the time, some other system of arrangement 
for the essential labor should be considered. 
H was therefore considered that, having regard 
to the urgent demand for dried fruits as a war
time food, efforts should- be made to have this 
industry placed in Priority No. 1, under which 
catego•ry the Commonwealth would give effect 
to its recent deteimination to take men from 
non-essential industries and place them at the 
proper time, in essential industries. This was 
considered to ·apply particularly to the supply 
of able bodied men for the work calling for 
this category of labor. The need for this is 
extremely apparent at the present time when 
ships, due to leave dn a d-e-finite date with a 
convoy have to be loa.ded with some thousands 
of tons of dried. fruits at .short notice. The 
shortage of able bodied men in the· packing 
houses creates difficulties that can only be 
overcome under the •Commonwealth scheme of 
placing men where they are most needed f{)r 
vital purpose-s. 

It was decided that the secretary of the As
sociation (Mr. Sum:tier) should arrange with 
Mr. Parker Moloney, chairman of the Victorian 
State Board, and Mr. Mulvany (deputy chair
man-Export Control Board),. to. put a c·a.se to 
the appropriate authority on the matter, with 
a view of having the· dried fruits industry plac
ed in the proper priority. 

INTER-STATE CHARGES 

Since a recent adjustment of the Inter-State 
Charges Fund war developments have made it 
imperative to make a further adjustment on 
account of the rapidly soaring sea insurance 
and freight rates. It seems almost certain 
that it will be necessary to increase the levy, 
particularly in South Australia. However, 
there are .some involved problemS, and the 
final decision has been held over until the next 
m-eeting of the Boord, during which period 
complete investigations will be made. 

[)ATE OF NEXT BOARD MEETING 

The fixation of this was left to the chair
man, having regard to the important matters 
to be delat with. The general opinion was to 
the effect that :some date near the end of May 
would be opportune. 

MEETINGS OF W.A. DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD 

At recent meetings of the Board a good deal 
of the agenda was devoted to matters of a rou
tine nature. Matters that are of general in
terest to grower:s are set out below. 

An application was received from the Wes
tralian F'armers Ltd. for registration as a Dis
tributor under the Dri-ed Fruits Act. After 
consi-deration, the Board resolved not to alter 
its previous Q.ecision to an earlier application 
by the same company. 

Advance Payments.-The chairman stated 
that as the .results ot inqui·ry -progress pay
ments had been made to growers through the 
agents irrespective of their having received 
payment ahd the secr-etary was directed to in· 
elude a paragraph, upon verification, to that 
effect in the circular letter that would be for~ 
warded to all growers when sending the· annual 
report and balance sheet. 
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Insurance of Board Members.-Following 
the discussion of this matter consequent on en
qui-ries which had been suggested at the De
cember Boar·d meeting, it was decided to take 
no further action. 

Regarding the proposed extension of control 
of dried grapes of the Ohanez variety, the sec
retary to confirm the Board's previous decision 
that there was no need to lii'ing such fruit 
under W.A. Dried Fruit leg.islation as same was 
grown in VV.A. for sale as fresh fruit only and 
did not contain a sufficient sugar content for 
tra.ding purposes. 

LEVY 

In conformity with the principal of a uni
form State Board levy throughout the industry 
it has been agreed to :fix the levy for 1942 at 
4/3 per tori. 

ANNUAL REPORT OF W.A. BOARD 

In its ·report fo.:r the year 1941 the Board 
records regret at the death of the late· chair
man, Mr. A. H. Dickson, and expresses appre· 
ciation of his work. The Minister for Agri
culture has appointed. Mr. H. S. Bickford to 
fill the vacancy. 

The report deals in the ma.in with Qeta.ils of 
crops figures_ and registrations and ot1ier items 
which have already been published, and goes 
on to .state that the attention of growers gene
rally is drawn to the need to strictly comply 
with the provisions of the Act. Any grower 
who produces .d.ried vine fruits for sale or bar
ter is required to deliver same to a packing 
shed registered by the Board for processing~ 
packing, and disposal, and failure to do so ren
ders the offender liable to a .severe fine. The 
regulations under the Act also make it an of
fence for any shopk·ee:Per receiving or buying 
dried fruits direct from a grower. 

As growers and shopkeepers have had time
ly advtce against the committal of any such 
illegal act, the. Board intends to take drastic 
action in future against anyone offending. 
This opportunity is taken to give warning that 
the Board keep,s an Inspector engaged visiting 
and inspecting growers' -properties and inves
tigating and reporting on any non-compliance 
with the legislation governing the industry. 

UNCLEAN DRYING RACKS 

A number of instances have been reported 
through the Board's inspector where, between 
seasons, growers have allowed their drying 
racks to get into a very dirty and unhygienic 
condition. The attention of the inspectors 
functioning for the Federal Department of 
Commerce through the State Department of 
Agriculture has been called to this neg.Iect, and 
the properties of those concerned have been 
noted for inspection. 

PUBLICITY 

The publication and distribution of suitable 
recipes involving the use of currants, sultanas 
and lexias have been continued through vari
ous channels, such as the Country Women's 
As.sociation's and Dried Fruits Publicity Com
mittee's Cooke.ry Books. 

Window displaYs, by arrangement with the 
Publicity Committee and that Committee's 
PublicitY representative in this Sta.te, have 
again been made in various Suburban grocers• 
shops. The Board has given attention to the 
desirability of getting, if possible, stocks of 
good quality fruit, similar to that on display, 
available for local sale, notwithstanding that 
regard has first to be given to ensuring high 
standard fruit for export and sale ov·erseas. 

FINANCE 

The following, financial statement sets out 
the operations in this regard. 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31;1941 

EXPENDITURE INCOME 
1941 £ s. d. 1941 £ s. d. 
Dec. 31- Dec. 31-
To 

" 

" 

" 

Secretarial . . . . . . . . 
General Expenses .. 
Legal Expenses . . . , 
Printing and Stationery . . . 
Inspection Fees . . . . . . . . 
Postage and Telegrams . . . 
Audit Fee ........... . 
Investigation A/c ....... . 
Election Expenses . . . . . . 
Publicity A/c .......... . 
Scrutinising Imports . . . . . 
Board Fees and Expenses . -. 

260 0 0 
9 7 9 
3 15 2 

11 1 3 
121 19 5 
11 1 5 

5 0 0 
90 0 0 
14 310 

169 8 4 
30 0 0 
83 11 0 

£8o9 8 2 

By Packing Shed Registration 
Fees ........... . 
Growers' -Contribl!_tion . . . . 
Interest ............. . 

•· Excess of Expe-nditure over 
Income ............. . 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31st, 1942 

LIABILITIES ASSETS 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

6 5 0 
623 18 1 
27 8 11 

151 10 2 

£809 8 2 

£ •- d. 
Excess- of Assets over Liabilities 1529 15 5 Cash in Hand . . 5 7 1 

Cash at Bank
Current . . . . 
Fixed Deposit

N.S.W. Bank . 
C'wealth Bank 

Account paid in 
advance .. - .. 

Office Furniture 

489 1 

500 0 
500 0 

8 

0 
0 

1494 8 

33 6 
2 0 

£1529 15 5 £1529 15 

I certify that the above Balance Sheet is correct according to the Books and Docu
ments produced. 

(Signed) S. A. TAYLOR, 
Auditor General. 

Barmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA, S.A. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PA.CKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 

Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 & 32 
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CURRANT 
INVESTIGATIONS 

1932-1941 Tests In Non
Irrigated Areas 

o An extensive series of trials on the re-habili,.
tation of very old currant vines has recently 
been completed and is the subject of a report 
in the South Australian Journal of Agriculture 
by Mr. H. K. Kemp, B.Ag.Sc. The tests were 
made by the officers of thei Department in col
laboration with the Commonwealth Research 
Station at Merbein and district growers' com
mittees under· the aegis of the Dried Fruits 
Board of South Australia: .. 

The dra.stic tr·eatment was justified by the 
condition of the vines which were getting so 
low in yield that it was un-economic to work 
them. The tests definitely show that the 
trouble lies in the gradual -deterioration of the 
vine trunk and arms caused b:Y the necessary 
cincturing, and by the general injury unavoid· 
able during cultural oper-ations. 

This position applies in other districts where 
many carr-ant vines are showing a tendeil.cy to 
thr-ow less yield, and it were a wise Precaution 
to anticipate the condition and embark on a 
plan of gradual re-construction while water 
shoots are still available for establishing a 
new vine. This would apply to some ·extent 
with other- varieties, particularly-in straighten
ing up the boles of distorted vines that are 
constantly being damaged now that tractor 

·work is so much a part of the development of 
the cultural practice. 

Trials w'ere made in several districts and 
where very old vines were Cut off near the 
ground very few failed to throw out strong 
shoots for selection. 

THE METHOD 

The method followed was to cut off the vine 
at or slightly above ground level, prefera.bly 
just above an already existing water-shoot 
growth, but in absence of such a starting
point, above a point showing adventitious bud. 
:formation where watershoot growth would 
proba.bly arise. F-rom the stro'ng growth aris
ing, the vine head w.as reformed with a new 
framework system, the first crop being taken 
o4'f in the second year after the operation. 

In the second se;:tson after treatment the re
constructed vines surpassed the yield of the 
u,ntreated vines, and this difference would un· 
doubtedly have been larger but for the ap
pearance of salt latterly in the reconstructed 
area only. 

The vines used in the Angaston area com· 
prised portion of a vineyard now over, 60 years 
old, which had in the past borne arms on 20 
feet of the trellis. At the commencement of 
the experim-ent the cincturing callus had in
creased the diameter of the trunk to great size, 
and much of the main wood ·was dead. Many 
of the arms were dying without opportunity 
for replacement except by_,. total reconstruction 
of the vines; 

The method of re.construction used in these 
tests has since- been varied and improved; in~ 
stead of bringing up a water shoot to the trel
lis, the shoot has been immediately layered 
beside the old vine. In this way, not only is 
the extremely rapid re-establishment with re
construction obtained, but the layer roots free· 
ly, and a new root system is established. 

The pei-centag·e of re-establishment-97 per 
cent. at McLaren Vale, 94 per cent. at Angas
ton, and 89 per cent. at Clare-may be regard-. 
ed as very satisfactory, particularly when the 
salt patch effect -at Clare is considered. In 
-practice a few losses do not seem to aff-ect the 
yield per acre materially, as adjacent villes 
make more vigorous growth to compensate. 
On the other hand, losses should be redu.ced in 
the grower's hands, firstly by layering as men
tioned above, and secondly by keeping recon-

struction in minld. for one or two seasons be-· 
fore the operation and encouraging the produc
tion of growths suitable for the purpose. 

CONCLUSIONS 

After dealing with the aspect of quality of 
the fruit which is reported show ~ general im
provement, and the several methods of prun
ing tried out, the report goes on to make the 
following summary. Mr. Kemp states:-

"The variability of the vines us-ed in these 
experiments has, in many instances, prevent 
the final proof of finer points. It is quite 
clear that the chief factor in determining cur
rant vine cropping and fruit quality in the 
non~irrigated districts of this State is undoubt~ 
edly that of seasons, and in many years this is 
sufficient to over-ride and obscure all other 
cultural factors. However, the following 
points may be established from this work:-

'''The reconstruction and rejuvenation of old 
vineyards may be undertalren with confidence. 
A light crop can be expected in the second sea~ 
son and a full crop in the third, or, at the most, 
fourth season, after beheading the vines. Over 
a period of from five to seven years, including 
the first season of no crop, the reconstructed 
vines can be expected to out-yield the old 
vines, and the vineyard will stand in full pro
duction, virtually a new -block, at the com
mencement of its period of greatest production. 
Under 10 per cent. loss of vines may be ex4 

pected from this operation, and with care and 
preparation, a far smaller loss should be ex
perienced. Spur p-runing appears preferable 
to rod and spur pruning, particularly under 
the conditions pertaining in the northelfn dis
tricts of this State, with great rainfall varia~ 
bility, and in the areas of currant production 
marginal through low rainfalL In areas of 
greater rainfall reliability as in the southern 
districts of this State, and. possibly in favored 
spots in the northern districts, there seems to 
be little advantage in spur pruning, however, 
as compared with rod and spur pruning. 

"Disbudding of spur-pruned vines does not 
appear to l)e justified, except possibly as a 
means to be applied occasionally to clean up 
troublesome weak growth from the vine frame· 
work. '!'he necessity for frequent ·disbudding 
points rather to faulty pruning. 

"Of the four blocks crop tested, only one 
proved sufficiently ev-en for 'establishment of 
a manurial trial, and in this case no benefit in 
crop production could be proved as a result of 
nitrogenous manuring, although distinct bene
fit in vine growth resulted. It is probable 
that a more sensitive test would show crop 
benefit from nitrogen in good seasons, but 
such benefit must be "exp-ected to be masked in 
seasons of low rainfall, heavy mould, or other 
unfavorable environmental conditions. 

"The thanks of the Department must be ex
tended to th'e· growers who have made avail~_ 
able their properties for the conduct of these 
experiments and for their assistance and the 
assistance of their garden staffs during the 
cour:se of the work. These experiments have 
been long continued, and have exacted much 
time and attention, which has in all cases been 
cordially and enthusiastically extended." 

For the full details of the experiments grow
ers should write to the Department of Agri('ul· 
ture, Adelaide. 

SUN-MAID'S "PENNY CARTONS" 
HAVE AMAZING DEMAND 

Sun-Maid's "Penny Cartons" containing a 
half-ounce -in seedless raisins have caught on 
much more actively than was anticipated. De
signed originally for grocers in making change 
on Fedei·a! food stamps, these penny packages 
have shown a movement which in SOme parts 
of the Country the Sun-Maid says is "really 
amazing~· and their distribution is accelerating. 

DRAINAGE WORKS IN 
WARTIME 

5 

The need to utilise the services of every 
able bodied man for war purPoses is undeni· 
abl-e. However, if this war is to last for a 
considera'ble time-if the 10 years forecasted 
in some American opinions-some planning 
for food requirements is indicated in this coun
try. We .ilready have the example of how 
men were indiscriminately taken from such 
jobs as vegetable growing, only to be now pro
tected. With the ever increasing and almost 
unlimited number of the American boys arriv· 
ing, and likely to arrive here, the question of 
food supply becomes important and a matter 
that is gradually being impressed on the Go·· 
vernment. VVe have had the, experience this 
season of what can happen to an essential in· 
dustry that is left to practically plead with its 
workers to come here, and go to extremes to 
keep tf!.em here-still facing the costs and 
extra work of a greatly prolonged season. H 
some real consideration is not given to a far· 
sighte·d policy of food supply serious repercus· 
sions can eventuate. 

An example of the lack of some CQo-Ordinated 
Commonwealth policy appears evident-having 
regard to the above-when the following re. 
ports are set out. 

From the Nyah district we n-ote the follow
ing:-

CONSTRUCTION WORK TO CEASE FOR 
THE PRESENT 

In reply to a request from the Nyah Settlers 
League to have the constructional work in con
nection with the Nyah Sub-surface Drainage 
continued, the Han. Mr. Old, M.L.A., has writ· 
ten Mr. G. Willoughby as follows:-

"With further reference to your letter of the 
7th April, requesting that construction 
works in connection wiih the Nyah Drainage 
District be continued in order that experienced 
men might be kept on the work, I desire to in
form you that I have discussed the matter with 
the \~Tater Commission. In view of the urgent 
need for devoting all available men, material 
and money to the prosecution of the war, all 
construction in connection with wmks of civil 
water supply, sewerage and drainage which 
were being under taken by the State Rivers 
have been closed down throughout Victoria. 
The Commission regrets that no further funds 
can be allocated to the Nyah Drainage District, 
and that it is necessary for oonstruction works 
in that district to cease for the present." 

From the Coomealla Area, N.S.W., we are 
informed of a statement from the water supply 
authorities, to this effect:- (To the Local 
Member). 

With referenc'e to your persona.! representa
tions from time to time with respect to the ex4 

tension of the Deep Drain8.ge System, Coome4 

alla, I am directed to inform you that tenders 
closing on the 16th March were called fo•r sup
ply of materials and construction of the drains. 

Either one -or the other is wrong from a 
national aspect. If it is State funds that de
cid·es the issue some approach to the Common
wealth appears opportune. If it is manpower, 
there are many still in non-essential jobs. 

For, from the urgent demand from the Go~ 
vernments of the Empir-e for the concentrated 
form of food that dried fruits affords, and the 
fact that these valuable foods are tied up in 
TuTkey and Greece--makes it apparent that 
this country should make every effort short o! 
further plantings-having regard to the after~ 
math of the war-to ensure the maximum p.ro
duction from its existing areas. 

Many of the blocks in the Nyah district are 
badlY in need of drainage--almost to the ex
tent of extinction if nothing is to be done until 
after the war-having regard to the 10 years 
mentioned:__ancl who can say how long? 

And so, it seems that the people of the Nyah 
settlement are to be jettisoned in a system 
that do•es not take into consideration one of 
the essential needs-food-for an army fights 
on its stomach. 
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C.S.I.R. WITH THE DRIED 
FRUITS INDUSTRY 

Problems Of Irrigation 
Settlements 

WISE USE OF IRRIGATION ESSENTIAL 
Until the advent of intelligent application of 

water the history of irrigation in Australia did 
not read well. To those who have travelled 
and observed the fatal mistakes of the earlier 
days the need for some competent authority tci 
determine and advise on this- important prac
tice is obvious. We have this in the being of 
the Research Station set up under the aegis 
of C.S.I.R. 

In the following brief outline of the work of 
this Merbein unit proper stress is placed on 
the need for greater care in the use of water. 
This is more than ever necessary now that the 
fuel problem is also associated with the over 
due cultural need to carefully handle water 
with the view to efficiency of -the drainage· sys
tem, and the need to obtain the maximum 
from the proPerties with the lowest possible 
present and ultimate costs having regard to 
shortage of labor for maintain,ance of our 
drainage systems, and the replacements on the 
properties. 

To those who are associated with these prob
lems in an administrative and advisory capa
city the thought comes that, for the ultimate 
good of all, some action is overdue to prevent 
Dareless or wilful misue of th_e facilitie-s af
forded water users. 

The following report, taken from the annual 
report of the Council of Scientific and Indus
trial Research is given at length for the bene
fit of g.rowers. 

The reports states:-
Drainage of horticultural lands is also pro

ceeding in the Nyah and Woorinen districts 
(Victoria) following 'investigation of the 'drain
age response- of the principal soil types. In 
South Australia, the investigation of the drain
age reactions in light-textured soils is almost 
complete, and a commencement has been made 
in studying the heavier soil types, including, 
sGme of the heavy river fla-t types. On irri
gated lands p.roducing other· crops, and on some. 
of the heavier soils in the horticultural areas 
which show a limited response- to agricultural 
drainage, the cost is considered excessive. 

IRRIGATION INVESTIGATIONS 

The irrigation requirements of a number of 
major .soils, and the method by which these re
quirements can be secured, have been e:xten
sively investigated from time to time. It is 
relatively easy to ·define methods by which 
land can be economically and efficiently irri
gated. Growers, however, show little inclina
tion to improve their practices. Excessive 
applicatious are still -common, though some 
advancement has been made by ·shortening the 
irrigation runs and- by spacing ,furrows. in re1a~ 
tion to the nature of the percolation profile.s. 
The quantitative value of H'ri-gation water is 
not yet appreciated in Australia, and in mo:st 
seasons the supply exceeds the 'demand. Eco
nomies in distribution that have been br-ought 
about are due to the realisation that excess-e-s 
on some soils· result in soil wasfag.e. A closer 
approach to .the minimum efficient application 
for the irJigation envir-onment is becoming 
mo·re necessary in recent years, because with 
irrigation ext~sions the ratio of supply to de
mand is narrowing. The ·r:esults of investi· 
gations concerning the frequency of irrigation, 
in reference to the soil and the crops grown, 
have received p.ractical recognition, and in 
most community irrigation S'ettiements, the 
frequency of irrigation is now satisfactory. ,. 

The extension of irJigation to new districts 
in ,the Riv-erina in New South Wales has opEin
ed up a wide field for investigation. These
include the study of appropriate methods and 
frequency of irrigation on a number of soil 
types on which irrigation experience is limited. 
In addition there are establishment -problems. 
sin·ce the soils of heavy texture '"'cake" exces
sively an(l ·prevent the em-e-rgence of- the ger
minating shoots.· In less- extreme cases, retar· 
dation- -of eri::tergence appears to be assOciated 
with weaker growth: Init~al. steps, for_ investi~ 
gation if these _problems in-clude a s-oil survey 
now in progress, and the establishment of i·rri-" 
gation plots ~on v,;:hich the pi'Oblems are-'being 
studied. 

VITICU.J-TURE 

Viticulttir:~l Sttidi_~s _:_haVe-. 'been continUed o:r{ 
the same· ,basis· ·-as-?re-ported- la-sL year. lm• · 
provement in the condition of bunches has 
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a.g.ain been obtained from using the T piece 
trellis, and commercial application of this 
method has now commenced. 

FERTILISER TRIALS 
Fertiliser trials on sultana lands show little 

l!hange; yield increases are usually associated 
with applications of nitrogen, and other ferti· 
lisers give little measurable indication of their 
effect on yield and quality. The present nitro
gen status of Murray soils appears to be such 
that applications of 2 to 4 cwt. of sulphate of 
ammonia, or the equivalent in other nitrogen· 
ous fertiliser, give increases in yield up to 10 
per cent. Leguminous cover crops react in 
the same direction, though increases are usual
ly lower. On the whole, there is confirmation 
of the practice of using nitrogenous fertiliser 
in addition .to cover crops. 

FRUIT PROCESSING 
The study of the chemical and physical re

action involved in the drying process has been 
continued, and further information has been 
obtain,ed regarding the parts played in the 
drying process of the oil, potash, wetting 
ag.ents, etc. This information is proving very 
useful now that imports are restricted. For 
in-stance, it has been found --possible to success
fully replace imp-ort-ed olive oil by suitably 
emulsified Australian cottonseed oil. Similar
ly, by using wetters such as potassium lino~eate 
in the Cold -dip for sultanas, it has been found 
that appreciable savings in the amount of 
potash required may be effected. Whereas 
when cold 'dip was first introduced, 1 cwt. of 
potash was used in <i.rying about 6 tons of 
dried sultanas, some 12 to 15 tons can now be 
dried With this quantitY. 

During the past season it has been demon
strated that by burning suUana and other prun
ings and suitably extracting the resulting ash 
it is possible to obtain a -potash solution suf. 
ficiently pure for dipping purposes. The 
quantity of extract obtainable in .this manner 
from a given area of sultanas is normally suf
ficient to cold dip- some two-thirds of the crop, 
and more than sufficient to temperature dip 
the whole crop, The ash obtained by burning 
packing house waste consisting of stems, etc., 
has been shown to be much richer in potash 
than can ash, and for this reason its use in 
dipping has been less troUblesome, and the 
results obtained have been very satisfactory. 

Experiments, on the control of mould. growth 
on the racks during. drying have seen continu
ed, and partial control .seems possible by the 
additiOn of 1 per cent. salicyanilide to the dip 
mixture. Further work will be carried out 

in the coming season. The importance of the 
paraffin oil, casein, water emulsion developed 
last year as a wash for dried fruit has become 
more apparent. This emulsio·n applies pro
tective films of both cas,ein and oil and should 
prove of great value in the treatment of seed· 
ed lexias, and rain damaged fruit where the 
skin- has been broken, by helping, to seal the 
cracks an-d. to prevent massing and sticking 
after packing. 

Recently an investigation into the possibil
ity of utilising wast O!r 1ow grade fruit for the 
production of cream of tartar and alcohol has 
been commenced.· 

CULTIVATION TRIALS 
A cultivation trial has been commenced on 

the Station vineyard, on a systematic layout 
designed to measure the results of different 
methods of land tillage. Briefly, the trial in
cludes all common methods of working the 
soil, from deep ploughing and subsoiling. in
volving- the cutting of roots, to shallow work
ing which leaves the roots practically unim
pared. Disc implements which tend to con
solidate the soiL are included, and. also deep 
rigid typ-e cultivation which gives a loose tex
ture. 

FINAN1CIAL ASSISTANCE 
Financial assistance to the Station has been 

well maintained by various o.rganisa.tions. 
Annual grants are made by t~e Australian 
Dried Fruits Control Board, the Mildura Pac
kers' Association, the Nyah-Woorinen Res-e3irch 
Committee, the Curlwaa- and Coomealla Horti
cultural Advisory Committee, an-d the Red 
Cliffs Research Committee. The State Rivers 
and Water Supply Commission, Victoria, sup
plies ir-rigation water to the Station, and vari
ous local officers assist in the investigations. 
Contributions for th.e year totalled approxi
mately £2,500. The major portion is allocated 
for investigations of general interest to the 
dried. fruits industry, with minor amounts for 
investigations of local problems in the contri
buting districts. 

GENERAL 
The Commonwealth Research Station, Mer

be-in, is mainly concerned with problems of the 
drjed fruit industry. At present time soil 
pr'eservation asd reclamation problems, and 
fruit processing,, comprise the major projects. 
viticultural and irrigation problems on the 
horticultu-ral lands being l,ess pressing. 

The normal seasonal d·evelopment of the 
annual growth on a vine, including the develop
ment of the fruit buds, has been established 
by obs.ervations over a number of years. Dur-

FOR QUALITY, LONG LIFE AND ECONOMY 

RYLANDS' 

'WARATAH' 
Wire • Netttng 
Years of wire-making experience lie 
behind every coil of Rylands' "W ara
tah" Wire Netting. It is woven from 
quality wire and carries a heaVy coat 
of galvanising, only pure electrolytic 
zinc being used for this purpbse. Al
ways rolls out straight and flat.· 

Stocked by leading distributors in the fol· 
lowing rang,e of sizes: 

Meshes 

iHnch 
l-inch 

11-inch 
li'-inch 
li·inch 
H~inch 

10-inch 
2-inch 

·2-inch 
3-inch 
4~inch 

Gauges 

22 
20 
17B 
17A 
17B 
17A 
18B 

. 18 
19 

. 16 
16 

Widths 

24, 30 and 36·inch. 
24, 30 and 36-!nch. 
12, 36 and 42-inch. 
42-inch. 
12, 36, 42 and 48-inch. 
36 and 42-inch. 
12, 36 and 42 inch. 
36-inch . 
2( 36, 48, 60 and 72-!nch. 
30 and 36-!nch. 
24, 30 and 36-inch. 

Made from B.H;P. Steel at Newcastle, 
New South Wales, by 

RYLANDS BROS. (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. 
Head : Qffice: 422 . Little 'comn.,_: ·St., -~Mel~·-· . ' 
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ing the past three seasons special maturation 
studies have been ca.rried out, and the results 
of the- investigations given to ; settlers. The 
year 1938~39 was characterised by extreme 
summer heat, caus·ing the grapres .to ripen 
early; the following year was cool, and ripen
ing was very late; and in 1940-41 monsoonal 
rains resulted in an early wastage in many 
cases. Extreme variability being a character
istic of the· Australian climate, the grape pro
-ducers desire a cOntinuation of the maturation 
.studies. The results of the investigations are 
expressed as curves showing the growth of the 
shoots and the berries, and the sugar rise and 
acidity fall of the grape juices. The curves 
are sufficiently r·egular to permit a fairly ac· 
.curate estimate of the date of ripening; and 
harvest operations and pre-harvest irrigation 
are now timed each year accordingly. 

The results of the major investigations are 
applicable to all di-ied fruit areas in the Mid~ 
die and Lower- Murray River districts, though 
]t is necessary to supplement the investiga~ 
tions in other centres on account of varying 
'€nvironments and conditions. The resuits of 
the major irrigation, viticultural, and fruit
lJ·WCessing investigations are now well estab~ 
1ished throughout the districts concerned, re
sulting, in a marked similarity in the routine 
work of the producers. 

The experience gai-ned in the drying of fruit 
during trials carri-ed out over a period of many 
years is proving most valuable during war 
time, when supplies of dipping materials such 
as potash and olive oil are limited. 

CO-OPERATION 
There is a, close co-operation with other 

branches of the -Conncil, particularly the Divi~ 
sion of Soils, which has rendered continuous 
assistance in the planning of soil, irrigation 
and drainage investigatio-ns, and with the Divi~ 
sian of Plant Industry, in the irrigated lands 
of the Riverina. A very pleasing basis of co
operation with. State officers engaged on simi~ 
Jar work has evolved, and joint investigations 
are being. car-ried out in several centres with 
State officers dealing with irrigation and hor· 
ticultural problems. It is a pleasure to ac
knowledge again the assistance rendered--By 
p-rimary produCers' organisations in the vari
ous irrigation centres where facilities for field 
investigations have been made available to any 
,extent de·sired. 

DRAINAGE INVESTIGATIONS 
Agricultural drainage is the chief method 

by which the productivity of the light textured 
s-oils of the dried fruit areas is preserved, and 
the drains are also essential for reclamation. 
The reclamation mains in the Mildura district, 
which constitute the outfalls for the internal 
drainage system, are now complete; and the 
jnvestigations d-ealing with the optimum depth 
and spacing of drain-s for the major soil types 
are well forward. The publication of soil sur
vey bu)Jetins for the Mildura, Merbein, and 
Red Cliffs ·areas is proving a most useful fac~ 
tor in assisting growers to -define the· drainage 
plan for their particular holdings. A .review 
has recently beEin made of the annual returns 
of the Mildura .area, which has been in pro~ 
duction for over 50 years. These returns show 
an increase of approximately 40 per cent. over 
the last 12 years. Although some of this in~ 
crease is -due to improved routine practices, it 
is conside.red that drainage and reclamation 
are the major factors contributing to the im
provements. The general viewpoint is that 
the productivity of the drained irrigation lands 
should continue indefinitely. 

Internal drainage in most of the settlements 
has reached the stage where a wide se-lection 
o-f sites and methods of drainage -an private 
lwldings is available, and it has he-en found 
:possible to secure considerable variation in the 
depth. and spacing of the drains. In s·ome set~ 
tlements, and for ·some soil types, it has been 
necessa,ry to adopt the mor·e· arduous proce~ 
dure of constructing exp-eriinental drains, or 
their equivalent, and providing a temporary 
outfall for the outflow of drainage waters. 
Measurements include the quantity of irriga,.. 
tion water appUed, the run-off, and the rate of 

fl 

fall of the free water in the spaces between 
the· drains. By means of close observation 
points (approximately 10 feet) the lateral in~ 
fiuence of the drain may be determined with 
considerable accuracy. Attention has first 
been given to the settlements in which sys
tematic arrangements have been made for the 
di-sposal of drainage waters; and for these set· 

'tlements, tables showing the optimum depth 
and spacing of drains for the main soil types 
have been prepa·re.Q and are being utilised by 
the land-owners. A distinction has b-e·en 
made in regard to the· intensity of drainage re
quired, as Orainage for reclamation warrants 
closer spacing than drainage for soil preserva
tion. Plant surveys, indicating the ,rate of re
covery of productivity, ·hav·e· been found very 
useful in an reclamation studies. 

SOME OF THE ACTIVITIES 
OF C.S.I.R. 

Valuable Work For The Fruit 
Industry 

To read an annual report of the Council of 
Scientific and Indus-trial Research is an educa
tion for any Australian who wants tO ,_know 
something of the wonderful resources of this 
country. The personnel of the Council 
amount to some· hundreds of highly qualified 
scientists, an·d its wo·l"k covers practically 
every avenue by which wealth is produced 
from the air, sea, and land. This, tngether 
with its work in matters affecting the war ef~ 
fort, in the finding, of substitutes for imports 
now denied-in perfecting treatments, and in
creasing the. efficiency of Australia. The 
greatest tribute that can be paid to the Conn· 
cil is manifested in the liberal grants from al~ 
most every secondary and primary industrial 
organisation in the country. 

Below we give some extracts from the report 
as an indication of what is being done in mat~ 
ters that effect this industry. The report re· 
lating to the dried :Druits industry, via the Me'r· 
bein Research Station, is given in another 
part of this issue. 

POTASH 
The division is playing a part in the attempt 

to -overcome Australia's potash_ shortage. It 
has two officers in Western Australia helping 
the State and. university authorities to develop 
a process for utilisation of the extensive alu
nite deposits of -certain lake beds of that State, 
:tlrom which it seems there is a reasonable 
prospect of obtaining potassium sulphate on a 
commercial bas1s. These two officers will 
also help in the, attempted production of puri~ 
fled alumina for the manufacture of aluminium 
metal. 

STORAGE OF GRAPES 
Several chemical . treatments for conirol of 

mould wastage in -stored grapes have been in· 
vestigated, and the best results have been ob~ 
tained by placing a tablet containing 15 per 
(;·ent. of sodium bisUlphite and 4 per cent. of 
spermaceti with each bunch in the- paper wood~ 
'wool pack, or by treating the granulated cork 
used for packing with about 2.5 grammes of 
iodine peT pound of cork. Both these treat
ments practically doubled the time .required fOT 

appreciable- development of mould at 32 de~ 

grees F. Treating the cork with the sodium 
salt of orthophenylphenol also ·delayed the de·~ 
velopment of mould. 

SOIL DETERIORATION 
The effect of continuous cultivation and the 

traffic of implemelits, hors·e·s, and men puddles 
the soil, causes the formation of a "plough 
sole," and changes the soH structure from the 
mellow open structure of a virgin ·soil, with its 
high proportion of pore space and voids,- to a 
compact poorly· aerated soil. The result of 
this is that the root system of trees that d.e
veloped while the soil was fairly open can no 
longe.r function properly, many of the ,roots 
die,. and the tree _decline-s in health and be-

, 
comes quite unprofitable. This type· of soil 
deterioration is now serious on the irrigation 
areas. 

Citrus trees on the lucerne plots of the 
green manure experiment are still quite 
healthy, though 17 years old. These plots do 
not receive any tillage, and the presence of 
the luce.rne prevents pUd-dling by traffic. 
Trees on other plots which receive the usual 
tillage, however, show the progressive decline 
in health so common to trees of that age. This 
and ·other evidence available indic,ates not 
only that the cause of the de-cline is soil deteri
oration, but also indicates preventive and cura
tive methods. Investigations are proceeding 
to evolve systems of management whereby til~ 
lage. can be entirely eliminated without objec~ 
tionable or harmful ~results, such as the growth 
of objectionable weeds, or adversely e:tre-cting 
the nitrogen status of the soil. The possibili
ties of the use of a grazing technique or of a 
mowing technique are not being Ov,erlooked. 

FRUIT JUICES 
Grape Juice.-Four varieties were used at 

Homebush, and the procedure was essentiallY 
that previously described. The method of 
extracting color from the· skins of black grapes 
was varied. It was found that immerSion of 
the grapes for four minutes at 200 -degrees F. 
caused the .skin pigment to diffuse inwards 
through the flesh to a depth of approximately 
§ inch. Junice from grapes treated in this 
manner was satisfactorily colored and free 
from cooked flavor. Immersion for periods 
in excess of four minutes and at higher tem
peratures cause-d the fruit to burst. The 
earlier method of preheating. the grapes to 170 
degrees F. before pressing was- less ·effective in 
extracting color, and signs of cooking were 
detectable. 

Black and White Muscat juices were superior 
to those from o•ther varieties. In all cases 
the importance of picking maturity with res~ 
pect to flavor retention was demonstrated. A 
varietal survey at Roseworthy Agricultural 
College was responsible for the accumulation 
of valuable data which will be published 
shortly. , 

Tomato Juice.-Seven varieties of tomatoes 
have now been teste-d for suitability for juice 
;production, and confirmatory evidence was 
forthcoming as to the superiority of the Mar
globe. Reduction in particle size by passage 
through a 12-mesh and 30~mesh sieve was 
found to pra.vide a reasonable .substitute for 
homagenization. Tomato cocktail prepared 
according to an .. American formula was found 
to be appetising, and attention is drawn to its 
possibilities as a commercial product in Aus
tralia. 

Prune Juice.-Hall-marked D' Agen prulies C
grade 60-70 of 1940 season were used, for the 
preparation 'of juice by the disintegration and 
diffusion battery processes. Equipment for 
the latter proce.ss was donate·d by the New 
South Wales Dried Fruit Board, and juice so 
prepared wf!,s shown to be superior to that' ob
tained by the disintegration method. To im
prove the palatability of the products, two 
blends were prepared, viz., prune juice with 
lemon, and prune juice with lemon and pas
sionfruit. The blends were found to give a 
much superior product. Experimental work 
with the Robe variety has not yet commenc'ed. 

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
By Ernestine Hill 

Author of jj_The Great Australian 
Loneliness" 

REVISED CHBARER EDITION 
ON SALE AT 6/-

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

' Enquire at your nearest Bookseller. 



8 THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, MAY, I942 

NEW SEASON PRICES 
The following prices have been fixed by the 

Association, with the approval of the Common
wealth Prices CommiSsioner. In the case of 
tree fruits they apply to the total pack which 
has been requisitioned by the Department of 
Supply and Development for the services. With 
vine fruits the rates apply to the total Com· 
monwealth sales, both civil .and .def-ence. As 
stated in another column, all vine fruits prices 
are subject to a rise of one halfpenny per 
pound as from June 8th next. 

The following are the details. 
PRUNES 

D'AGEN OTHER VARIETIES 

w • w • u w w u 0 ~ . •• c ~ . .. 
.: 0 :E o..a ·- 0 ..a o..a 

m- 1-o- m- f-Ot... 
~ ~~ ~ • ~ u 

·u • w. . u .cwa. :!'!a. :!s:::a. :!'!a. -c ., """:;; ., r-.:;; 

"' e. "' e. 
CHOICE 
30/40 lld nod lO!d 11d 
40/50 lO~d 1ood 9.d lO~d 
50/60 9gd lO§d 9!d 9~d 
60/70 9!d 9~d 8~d 9!d 
70/80 8~d 9!d 8!d . 8§d 
80/90 nd S~d nd 70d 
90/100 . nd nd 6i}d 7§d 
100/120 • 6~d 7~d 6§d 6~d 

STANDARD 
30/40 lO!d 11d lOd 1ood 
40/50 9od 10~d 9~d 9<d 
50/60 9§d 9§d 8~d 9!d 
60/70 8J1jd 9§d 8§d 8§d 
70/80 S§:d 8~d 7gd. 8§d 
80/90 7<d 7~d 6.d 7l!d 
90/100 . • 6§d 7&d 6!d 6~d 
100/120 6§d 6~d 5~d 6!d 
PLAIN 
30/40 10d 1ood 9od 10d 
40/50 9~d 90d s•d 9l!d 
50/60 Si!d 9!d 8!d 8l!d 
60/70 S§:d 8~d 7~d 8!d 
70/80 7~d 8§d 7§d 7§d 
80/90 S<d 7l!d 6l!d 6~d 
90/100 . • 6§d 6¥!d 5~d 6§d 
100/120 .. 5l!d 6!d 5!d 5~d 

SMALL PRUNES 
7 lb. Tins 

281b Boxes (6 tins to case) 
Per lb. Per lb. 

All Varieties .. 5d 5M 
FANCY CHOICE DRIED 

APRICOTS Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. 
5-crown 1/4il 1/3i 1;3; 
4-crown 1/3;! 1/2il 1/2-i 
3-crown l/2i 1/li 111• 
2~crown 1/1il 1/U 1/1 
1-crown - llild 1Hd 
Slabs .. - - 1/0! 
Plain .• - - ll~d 

PEACHES 
4-crown 1/0il ll!ld lll;d 
3-crown llild 1Hd 10ild 
2-crown lO!!d !Old 9ild 
1-crown - Sid 7§d 
Slabs . - - Hd 
Plain .. - - Hd 
PEELED PEACHES 
4-crown 1/2-i: 1/lt 1/0!! 
3-crown .... 1/11 1/0i 1/0i 

PEELED PEACHES (Cont.) 
2-crown 1/0l; 
1-crown 
Slabs .... . 
Plain ... . 
NECTARINES 
5-crown 
4-crown 
3-Cl'OWll 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Slabs . 
Plain . 
PEARS 
4-crown 
3-Cl'OWll 

2-crown 
1-crown 
Slabs 
Plain . 

1/21 
1/l;i, 
1/0:\ 
11!-d 

1/· 
lld 
1M. 

CURRANTS 

11\ld 
9~d 

1/1~ 
1/0< 
ll:a·d 
lO>d 
8~d 

lltd 
lOtd 

9·td 
7ld 

ll~d 
9d 
9d 
9d 

1/0.t 
nod 
lO~d 
9!d 
7ld 
7.td 
7ld 

10l;d 
9od 
S~d 
6~d 
5~d 
6~d 

4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 

10 Tons 100 Boxes 
Per lb. Per-lb. 

Sild s•d 

One Box 
Per lb. 

9d 

1-crown 
M.F ... 

5-crown 
4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Plain _ 

8-lld S~d 
7~d nd 
7!d 7~d 
6id 6~d 

SULTANAS 
9~d 9~d 
S~d 8U 
s~d sod 
S}d 8~d 
nd sd 
Hd 7~d 

LEXIAS and WALTHAMS 
6-crown . . 7id nd 
5-crown . '(,. 6!id 6~d 
4-crown 6fid 6~d 
Seedless . . . 6!id 6~d 
3-crown . . . . 6~d 6~d 
2-crown . . . . 6fid 6~d 

Currants, sultanas or lexias, packed 
lophane or cartons, 1/3 per dozen on. 

SEEDED RAISINS 
1 lb. ca.rtons (per doz.) 8/10§ 
12oz. cartons (per doz.) 7/-
Soz. cartons (per ·doz.) 51-
Bulk (per lb.) . 8d 
Bulk Midgets . . . . . n;d 

9/-
7/U 
5/-
8~d 
7~d 

8~d 
8d 
Hd 
7d 

9od 
Bod 
8§d 
S~d 
S§d 
7id 

8d 
7d 
6ild 
7d 
6ild 
6ild 

in eel-

9/10 
7/3 
5/1 
8id 
nd 

Above prices are alternative, subject to 
terms and conditions of sale, delivered to store 
as follows:-

These list prices are for Adelai-de, Mel
bourne, Sydney, Newcastle, and producing cen
tres in South Australia, Victoria and New 
South Wales-

For Fremantle, Perth, Albany:-
(a) Apricots, Nectarines, Peaches and Pears 

produced in all States-list prices. 
(b) Currants, sultanas, lexias, Walthams, 

seeded raisins, and muscatels produced in 
South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales-Add id per lb. to list prices. 

For Brisbane, Hobart, Launceston, Devon
port, Burnie-Add id per lb. to list prices. 

For Maryborough, Bundaberg,, Gladstone, 
Rockhampton, Mackay, Bowen, Townsville 
( Queensland)-Add ~d per lb. to list prices. 

For Cairns (Queensland) and Geraldton 
(W.A.)-Add ~d per lb. to list prices. 

For ports north of Cairns (Qld.) and north 
of Geraldton (W.A.)-Add ~d per lb. ·to list 
prices. ' 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. LTD. 

MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP RJNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insuran~e Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requi•ites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made, 

licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 

THE HISTORY OF 
ORGANISED MARKETING 

The Value Of Statutory 
Control 

There has been a considerable amount of 
criticism of "Boards" controlling primary pro
ducts, by ill-informed, or biassed critics. 

From reports on the operations of primary 
industries operating under a system of statu
tory control, submitted to the Victorian Minis
ter for Agriculture it is of interest to set out 
features of that made in regard to dried fruits, 
particularly as there have been changes in 
ownership of the properties since the previous 
general outline of the organisation was made. 
To the portions of the report dealing with de
ta-Us of the operations -of the control system 
are added an outline of the impOrtance of 
duties of the Commonwealth Export Control 
Board which control the sale of approximately 
four-fifths of the crop. 

EARLY HISTORY 

Early in its history, the dried fruit industry 
encountered tr(l)uble through lack of an orderly 
marketing system. Disorganisation amongst 
growers was so bad that the first five years of 
the industry saw growers hawking their fruit 
amongst the mett:hants, and having to accepf 
prices as low as U:d. per lb. for raisins d'eliver
ed in Melbourne. 

Pioneer growers then established the :\iil4 

dura Raisin Trust, which appointed two firms 
to sell their fruit at specified prices. About 
the same time the Renmark growers establis-h
ed a similar trust in South Australia. In 1904, 
these two bodies amalgamated as the Austra
lian Dried Fruits Association, which set out 
to organise the marketing of the products in 
the whole of Australia. 

Under this method the industry continued to 
·expand until 1911, when production exceeded 
the requirements for Australian consumption. 
The Association met this position by declar
ing a percentage of the crop that should be 
exported to markets which, because of the 
competition with fruits produc1ed in · cheap 
labor countries, were less remunerative than 
the Australian market. Every grower mem
ber of the Association exported his specified 
quota, and thus he1ped to maintain orderly 
marketing in Australia. 

By the end of 1912, however, other dried 
fruit areas came into bea~ing and production 
expand~d considerably. In the following 
year trouble was caused by growers outside 
the association selling the whole of their 
fruit in the Australian m~rket, leaving the 
association growers tQ carry th_e whole· of 
export surplus. 

With the outbreak of war in 1914 there was 
an increased. demand for dried fruits, and for 
then ensuing few years pric~s in the over
seas market were higher- thijn in Australia, 
and growers outside: the association disposed 
of the whole of their fruit on th'e more re
mu!1erative export marke~s. · 

KEPT FAITH WITH CONSUMER 

At no time during the ·period when overseas 
prices exceeded those in Australia did the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits association take advantag,e 
of the pooition by raising prices to- the Austra
lian consumer. The usual Australian price 
level was maintained during -this period. 

After the last VVar, Federal and State Go
vernments undertook the repatriation of large 
numbers of ret11rned soldiers in the dried fruits 
areas, especially in Victoria and South Austra4 

lia, and, with these new soldier settlement 
a,reas coming into bearing in· 1924 and 1925, an 
enormous expansion in the Australian produc
tion of dri'ed fruits took place, thus adding 
greatlY to the tonnage for which an export 
market had to be found. 

Added to this Was the post·war re-entrY of 
Smyrna, the Levant, and other southern Euro
pean countries into dri'ed fruits production 
and export, with an inevitable fall in world 
prices. 

During 1924 prices dropped by nearly one
half, and the industry was again in a perilous 
position. Once more growers outside th·e 
Australian Dried Fruits Association sold the 
whole of their fruit on the home market and, 
with the. greatly increased Australian ton
nage, it became clear that the industry would 
be faced with chaos unless legal authOTitY 
could be provided for its organised marketing 
scheme to ensure that all growers would have 
to take their fair share of the overseas market. 

LEGISLATION PASSED 

The Victorian Government, seeing the grav
ity of the position, passed the Dried Fruits 
Act, under which a Board (the majority of 
which are elected by the producers tb.em-
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selves) was set up in 1925 and clothed with 
the essential statutory• authority for the 
maintenance of the principle of o,rderly mar~ 
keting. Similar Boards were established in 
New South Wales, South Australia, and Wes
tern Australia. 

One of the powers conferred upon the State 
Boards was to determine. th'e maximum pro· 
portion of dried fruit which may be marketed 
by each grarwer within the Commonwealth. 

The determination of prices and termz and 
conditions upon which -dried fruits were to be 
sold within Australia still remained with the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association after the 
establishment of the Boards. 

Subsequently it was determihed that the 
powers of ·each State to contro·l the move
ments of fruit must be confined within thP 
limits of the State, and, consequently, the 
Commonwealth Government, in 1'928, passed 
supplementary legislation to control the inter
state mnvements of dried fruits. This legisla
tion later was declared invalid by the Privy 
Council, and once again the induStry was 
threatened with chaos. 

LOYALTY Of GROWERS AND 
COMMERCIAL INTERESTS 

As evidence of the allegiance of growers ::md 
those engaged in the industry to the principle 
of orderly marketing, during the year follow
:i.ng the Privy Council's decision, a voluHt.ary 
agreement was entered into between the Aus
tralian D:ried Fruits Associ:ation and other 
firms not in the association, including the In· 
dependent Gr{lwers' and Packers' Association 
of ljouth Australia, under which ali parties 

..-agreed, inter alia, to ebserve the quotas pres
cribed by the State Boards. 

This vol:unt.ary agreement, which had the 
support of 98 per cent. of the industry, pro
vided an o·pportunity for the State Govern
ments _to amend their Acts. 

WORK OF THE BOARDS 

With the enactment in 1938 of new uniform 
legislation by the States concerned, the indus
try was once more relieved from the anxiety 
and enabled to proceed along the road of com
parative prosperity which has marked its his
tory since the inauguration of orderly mar
keting. 

In addition to deciding the quota determina
tions for each season's crop and safeguarding 
the orderly marketing principle, the Dried 
Fruits Boards have many other duties, particu
larly for the protec-tion of producer and con
sumer:-

(1) Th-e policing of the industry to ensure 
that all dried "fruits are processed in a regis
tered packing, house and correctly labelled -bY 
retailers. 

(2), The enforcement of a strict grading, sys
tem to ensure that growers _receive the grade to 
which they are entitled for all fruit delivered 
at the packing house door. 

(3) The maintenance of an efficient inspec
tion system to insure tha_t all fruits, before be
ing ·released from a packing house, has been 
correctly graded, marked, and processed under 
hygienic conditions. 

some idea of the importance ·of the dried 
fruits industry and of its progress under or
ganised marketing may be gained from the 
fact that, when the first statutOry Board was 
established in 1925, the peak production of 
dried fruits in Australia. was 45,000 tons. In 
1940 the productiori eXC'eeded 100,000 tons. 

The growing surplus for export, and the 
need to have a· controlled system of selling. in 

·the many markets, saw the institution in 1925 · 
of the Export Control Board, the personnel of 
which is made up of th•e C{lmmonwealth Go
vernment nominees a:hd elected growers' re
presentatives who are in the majority. The 
total cost of this Board is met by growers. 
Amongst its many duties th·e Board licences 
for export, controls the allocatio·n to each mar
ket, negotiates prices, and arranges for the 
care of the fruit, insurances, etc., until it 
reaches buyers hands. Its London staff ~s 
now assisting the British Ministry of Food in 
responsible· positions. 

VAULE OF INDUSTRY 

The value of tlle i:adustry to Australia is ob
vious to any one who has visited Swan Hill, 
Mildura, Red Cliffs, Merbein and Renmark 
(S.A.), an area which was once a sheep-walk, 
but which today, with is 60,000 acres of green 
vineland and its chain of prosperous towns, 
compris'es one of the best examples of success
ful closer settleinent in the wOrld. 

Of the several thousand growers engaged in 
the industry, the great majority are returned 
soldiers, and the a.verage holding of each set
tler does not exceed. 20 acres. Mildura dis
triet, with an average rainfall of 10~ inches, 
has a population of 2o,o·oo people within the 
irrigation settlement, with a home to every 16 
acres. 

Practically the whole of the plant, machin
ery, etc., is manufactured in Australia. As 
well as supporting a large number of produc
ers, the industry provides permall'ent and sea
sonal employment for a great many men and 
women, and practically all employees in the 
industry are receiving Arbitration Court award 
rates of pay. 

The large sum of mon,ey expended by the 
Government in· drainag.e and other works is a 
public responSibility, and organised marketing 
is essential, so that the settlers may have a 
reasonable chance of. repaying the Govern 
ments and thus relieving the ge:qe.ral taxpa.yer. 

CONSUMERS PROTECTED 

Critics of Marketing Boards insinuate that 
they are detrimental to the producer, and also 
to th-e consumer, who, it is alleged, has paid 
increased prices. In the dried fruits industry, 
the indictment, as far as the producer is con
cerned, is answered in· the comparison drawn 
herein between his pl"esent satisfactory posi
tio~n and that which he occupied before the 
establishment of orderly marketing, when he 
was compelled to hawk his fruit and sell it at 
unpayable prices. 

The indictm~nt, as far as the consumer is 
concerned, is also unwarranted, as shown by a 
comparison of the prices of varieties of dried 
fruits appearing in the lists of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association. 

From the table shown below of the 
Association's prices for the five-year period 
immediately preceding the establishment of 
the Boards, and also for the five-year period 
ending 1940, it will be seen that the average 
basiC prices as determined by the Association 
Cor these fruits for the five-year ·period ending 
1940 are considerably lower than those· which 
obtained in the pre-control five-year period. 

These Association prices are the· charges 
to the wholesaler, and it is upon these th8.t 
the eventual price to the consumer is based. 
The.re has been a considerable reduction of 
price- to the public since the institution of the 
Board. 

The control system by Statutory Boards in~ 
valves no charge upon consolidat€d revenue. 
Their upkeep is provided entirely by a con
tribution paid by growers. 

Prices Obtaining for Dried Fruits, for the Year 
Set Out in Margin 

Currants Sultanas 
(3 Crown) . (3-Crown) 

A.D.F.A. A.D.F.A. 
Price Price 

1920 .... 8'ld 10'ld 
1921 8~d lO~d 
1922 8~d lO'ld 
1923 .. nd ll~d 
1924 .... 7d 8~d 

A.D.F.A.-Aver-
age Price .. 8.075 10.45 

1937 7d 7d 
1938 .. .. 7jd nd 
1939 .. 72d 7od 
1940 .. 7~d 8d 
1941 .. Sgd 8gd 
A.D.F.A. Aver-
age Price .. 7.575 7.675 

Lexias 
(4-Crown) 
A.D.F.A. 
Price 

9d 
9d 
9d 
sod 
6~d 

8.35 
li>d 
5~d 
6§d 
6§d 
6id 

5.9 

There. is complete unanimity .amongst grow-
ers as to the benefits they have derived since 
~he establishment, and the industry stands 100 
per cent. behind controlled marketing, 

Growers have further established the sound 
position of .the dried f.ruits industry today by 
supporting a stabilisation scheme instituted by 
the A.D.F.A. with a voluntary levy. 

These notes on the development of the in
d.ustry through its many viccisitude.s· and the 
outstanding belief of orderly marketing by the 
immense majority of growers, prepared to tax 
themselves heavily to keep the organisation 
sound are impressive and unique. To-· the 
newcomers amongst us we suggest a close 
study-as this industry is inevitably a disciple 
of organised marmeting in its best form. 

CROP INSURANCE IN 
U.S.A. 

Having rega-rd to 'the several request~ from 
growers' organisations in the several indus
tries subject to the· devastations of the ele
ments, for some form. of collective insurance, 
it is of interest to note the fOllowing. from the 
"California F·ruit News" of recent date. The 
paragraph sta.tes:-

The Federal Cro~ Insurance Corporation is 
reported from Washington as making progress 
in considering the extension of production in
surance to growers of corn, .tobacco, rice and 
citrus fruits. Under the present law this 
Government corporation is authorised to in
sure growers against losses on wheat and cot
ton resulting from drought, floods, freezes 
hail, insects and other hazard·s. Plans are be
ing made to extend the coverage to other 
crops. 

'l'his whole programme is a very involved 
one, of course, and one which many believe 
should never have been undertaken. It is, 
however, in line with the socialising prog
resses which we have been pursuing lately. 
Under recent past progress in thls matter of 
Government crop insurance on wheat and cot
ton, growers pay premiums based on crop loss 
history of their farms, this premium being de
termined in terms of bushels of wheat or 
pounds of cotton, an-d may be _paid in those 
commodities or in the cash equivalent. The 
farmers are insure-d for 50 to 75 per cent. of 
their normal production. 

The plan of computing premiUms and 
method of collecting them and of paying in
demnities in those- two crops s~ms, the Fede
ral Crop Insurance Corporation says, appli
cable to some other crops, and citrus fruits in 
particular are being investigated just now in 
this purpose. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying· of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, Ul34, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esteirs, and the- Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. · 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 

MILDURA 

0 P·E RATING AT 

MER BE IN RED CUFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. ]. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUAL!,TY' FIRST~· 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of •Vineyard Requirements 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager. 
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TREE FRUITS 
DIFFERENTIALS 

The paramount importance of tree fruits as 
a war time food is exemplified by the fact that 
the Commonwealth have taken ov-er practically 
the entire production of these fruits at ComM 
monwealth rates. Certain quantities of apri-

cots might be released for the New Zealand 
requirements, but as the returns from this 
market approximate those of the Common
wealth, it can be taken that tree fruit growers 
Will quit their cropS at ruling. home consump· 
tion rates. An interesting comment on the 
effect of sulphur on the vitamin content is 
given in another page. 

The following differentials have been decid· 
ed by the Board of Management:~ 

APRICOTS 
"Fancy" "Choice" "Dried" 
.per ton p·er ton per ton 

5-crown .. .. Plus £29 7 0 Plus £21 10 0 Plus £17 12 0 
4-crown Plus £21 1ir 0 Plus £13 14 0 Plus £9 15 0 
3-crown Plus £13 14 0 Plus £5 17 0 Pips £3 18 0 
2-crown Plus £5 17 0 Plus £1 19 0 ~ Basis 
!-crown . . .. - - Minus £9 15 0 Minus £13 14 0 
Slabs .. .. .. - - - - Minus £5 17 0 
''Plain" .. . . . . - - - - Minus £9 15 0 

2-crown "Dried" Ba:sis. 

PEACHES, 
"Fancy" "Choice" "Dried" 
per ton per ton per ton 

4-crown .. .. .. Plus £23 10 0 Plus £15 15 0 Plus £11 1o 0 
3-Crown .. Plus £15 15 0 Plus £11 15 0 Plus £7 15 0 
2-crown .. .. .. Plus £7 15 0 Plus £4 0 0 - Basis 
!-crown .. .. - - Minus £11 15 0 Minus £17 10 0 
Slabs .. .. .. - - - - Minus £17 10 0 
''Plain" .. .. . . - - - - Minus £17 10 0. 

2-crown "'Dried" Basis. 
NECTARINES 

"Fancy" "Choice" "Dried" 
per ton per ton per ton 

5-crown .. Plus £39 0 0 Plus £31 5 0 Plus £23 10 0 
4-crown .. Plus £31 5 0 Plus £23 1(i) 0 Plus £15 15 0 
3-croWn .. Plus £23 10 0 Plus £15 15- 0 Plus £7 15 0 
2-crown .. .. Plus £15 15 0 Plus £7 15 0 - Basis 
1-crown .. .. .. - - Minus £6 0 0 Minus £15 15 0 
Slabs .. .. .. - - - - Minus £15 15 0 
"Plain" .. .. .. - - - - Minus £15 15 0 

2-crown "Dried" Basis. 

PEARS 
"Fancy'' "Choice" "Dried" 
per ton per ton per ton 

4-crown .. .. .. Plus £29 0 0 Plus £23 10 0 Plus £15 15 0 
3-crown .. .. .. Plus £21 10 0 Plus £15 15 0 Plus £9 15 0 

2-crown Plus £13 15 0 Plus £7 15 0 - Basis 
1-c-rown - - Minus £7 15 0 Minus £13 15 0 
Slabs .. .. .. - - - - Minus £13 15 0 
"'Plain" .. .. .. - - - - Minus £21 10 0 

~ 2-crown "Dried" Basis. 

FORECASTING THE 
WEATHER 

To be able to forecast the weather eight 
hours ahead is a valuable adjunct to the busi
ness of fruit drying. Dep-rived of the usual 
broadcast and Press meteorological reports 
growers are left to their own estimates of 
what-Jies ahead at that moment when they are 
trying to make up their minds whether to 
spread the fruit out-to shake a rack, or to 
leave it another day on the hessians. 

The following features of an interesting 
~•set up" of the indications, taken from the Vic
torian R.S.S.I.L.A. paper "Mufti" (every Digger 
should buy it) are of interest. 

These are:-
It is admittedly unwise to rely entirely upon 

the barometer but it can be a very useful ally 
in weather forecasting. Merely '''Goingup" or 
~•going down" is unimportant:; it is the speed 
of the rise or fall that counts. A rapid rise 
presages unsettled weather, sometimes after 
a brief fine spell; a slow rise means that fine 
weather is approaching, particularly if the 
temperature rises simultaneously. 

A rise accompani'ed by a south wind or a 
colder and, drier atmosphere portends better 
weather, but with a moist atmosphere and low 
temperatures a rise means that wind and rain 
are on the waY. 

Mildura, calm weath·er followed by a fall is 
indicative of squally weather. Stormy wea
ther invariably follows a fall of one-tenth of an 
inch an hour or three-tenths in from three to 
four hours. In winter such a fall would 
herald rain. 

An old couplet admirably sums up the sig.
nificance of barometric movements:-

"Long foretold, long last, 
Short notice, soon past." 

Haloes round the sun and moon invariably 
foretell the approach of a cyclone. The baro
meter falls, and the sun is "watery" with den
ser clouds. There is a little wind in most in
stances with drizzle and sud,den gusts Or 
squalls as an introduction. The slight rain is 
followed by a heavy downpour, with a driving 
wind, and the barometer rises. Often the 
wind gets stronger than ever, with heavi·er 
rain. But the worst of the cyclone soon 
passes, the· air becomes 'Sharper, then patches 

of hard blue are seen in the skY and rocky 
cumulus clo,uds are s·een. There may be a 
few clearing showers w1th a gentle breeze. 

There is an old saying:-
"When the wind veers against the sun, 
Trust it not, for black back 'twill run." 

It augur·s a cyclone, but on the other hand 
an anti-cyclone is marked by the veering of 
light breezes with the sun. 

CLOUDS 

The study of cloud fo:fms can be very fas
cinating, and provid;e valuable data about com
ing, weather. The highest type, cirrus, ranges 
at a height of anything from 27,000 feet to 
50,000 feet. One feature of these clouds fs 
the "mares' tails'" ch.aracteristic. If tbJeir 
under-surface is level with streaks upward, 
l'·ain is indicated;, if the streaks point down
ward it is usually windy and dry. 

Lower down comes the pretty "mackerel" 
sky which often occurs during warm and dry 
weather ,although it may herald a shower or 
two •·'not long wet, not long dry." An old 
time .saw runs:-

"Mackerel sky and mares' tails 
Make lofty ships carry low sails." 

The wind. is ·usually in the direction of the 
tails. When the weather is hot, clouds mov-
ing in d-ifferent directions presage· thunder. 

Cumulus wool-pack (or cauliflower) clouds 
are signs of guod weather. The old rhyme 
runs:-

·~If woolly fleeces spread the heav,enly way, 
Be sure no rain disturbs th-e summer day." 

The nimbus, on the other hand, is a sign of 
bad weather. The -nimbus is usually a dark, 
shapeless mass of clouds. 

On some days cumulus clouds- are broken by 
the wind (fracto-cumulus) and the fragments 
constantly undergo change. If the pteces dis
sipate, the w-eather will remain fair; if frag
ments appear as from nowhere, growing and 
linking up, the tendency is towards less- Settled 
weather. 

There are a few other signs worth remem
berhig, If the clouds grow big ·during the 
day and diminish at evening, fine weather may 
be expected. If they increas-e and then fiat
ten out and become darker, forming the niin~ 
bus cloud, there will be rain in the evening. 
s-ometimes cumulus is piled an·d· rocky, and not 
so woolly as usual; this is a sign of squalls. 

When -cumulus clouds rise towar-ds sunset 
thunder often occur.s during the night. 

The color of the sky also aids in foretelling 
coming conditions. Generally speaking, soft, 
quiet tones at sunset betoken fine or settle!i 
weather. A yellow -sunset is a forerunner of 
wind, and a pale yellow sunset of rain. The 
saw about:-

"Evening. red and morning grey, 
Help the traveller on his way." 

may be hackneyed, but it is most reliable. A 
red morning is almost certain to be followed 
by unsettled weather. 

During a cyclonic disturbance, even if it is 
still raining,' look to the horizon-the sky 
clearing in the form of an arch is an infallible 
sign of fine weather approaching. The arch 
grows, sweeps ov-er the sky, and the sun ap
pears. The writer has proved this to be true 
time and time again. 

Another phenomenon, difficult to account 
for, is the way in which a full moon clears the 
sky. The adage runs:-

"A full mo,on eats clouds" 

and it is true 9'9 times outk·of 100. ·Even after 
a day of rain the sky clears at moonrise . 

In the days of sail, mariners used to say that 
when the weather changes it generally does so 
at the hours of three, six, nine and twelve. If 
it rains at three o'clock it will keep on till six, 
and if it does not clear up about then it. wm 
keep on till nine, and so on. What part the 
present daylight saving time would play in up
s-etting. this theory nobody has yet attempted 
to say. 

Flowers and animals· are sensitive to wea
ther changes. In the garden, tulips, poppies • 
marigolds, anemon·es, and in their wild state, 
daisies, dandelions, the yellow hawk-weeds, 
and .scarlet pimpernels draw their petals eloser 
when rain is about. Clover and wood sorrel 
foliage is sensitive to rain and cold wind. 
Under those conditions the leaflets fall and 
huddle round the stem. On a fine evening 
butterflies rest upon the beads of flowers; 
when rain is close they hide deep inside the 
flowers or among the leaves. 

The Prognostications Everlasting (circa 
1556) of Leonard Digges are interesting; and 
20th Century observ-ations bears out most of 
them:-

"Some have observed evil weather to follow 
when watry Foules leave the sea, desiring 
Lande; the crying Fowles about Waters mak
ing a g.reat Noyse with their Wynges; also the 
sees swelling with uncustomed Waves; if 
Beastes eate gredely, if they lycke their 
hooves, of they sodaynty-e move here and 
there; makying a noyse, brethynt up to the 
ayre with ope:n Nostrels, rayne· foloweth. Also 
the busy heving of Moules; the appearing Or 
coming out of Wormes; Tennes resortitfg to 
the perche or reste, covered with dust, declare 
rayne foloweth." 

PERSONAL 
At the April meeting of the Victorian State 

Board the chairman announced that Mr. 
Frank M. Read, of the Department of Agricul
ture, had been appointed by the Governor-in
Council to serve a further two years a.s the Go
vernment nominee of the Dried Fruits Board. 
Mr. Read, who is the deputy-chairman of the 
Board has ha·d. long association with dried 
fruits affairs in his departmental sphere, and 
has attended several growers' conferences. 

The sympathies of growers will go to Mr. 
George Hyndniau, of Merbein, at the loss of 
his· wife. Mr. Hyndman is a typical "grow
ers' representative" and one who has, even 
under the duress of long continued family con
cern, given his best without stint fo1· the good 
of the industry. We wish him well. 

As someone remarked at a recent meeting of 
dried fruits representatives, when the many in
volved problems associated with the produc
tion,processing, and marketing of prunes was 
being discusr:.ed, "there are many wrinkles in. 
prunes." 

Was Mark Twain thinking wishfully when 
he said, "I have known many sorrows, most of 
which never happened at a,U." Our later d.ay 
philosophers have said that "it can't ha.ppen 
here~" ... ! 

For Diggers only. An American lad was· 
heard to say that, if the Japs came here the 
Aussie officeocracy would tie them up with red: 
tape, and the Ya.nks would smother them with 
(what Birdie gave the troops.) (Our more
polite way of expression). 
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PUBLICITY 

Interim Report Indicates 
Difficulties 

In view of_ the 'fact that there are contentions 
that some limited form of publicity should be 
observed .CI.:uring war time having regard to the 
p-etrol position, labor shortage, and the fact 
that all the tree fruits are being taken by the 
Governmen_t and that there 1s an assured mar
ket for our total production at enhanced rates, 
the f6llowing interim report of the Publicity 
Committee is of interest. In regard to the 
policy of continued present basis advertising, 
the report emphasises the need to further in
crease local sales in view of the danger of 
adequate shipping space not being available\ 

OPERATIONS OF THE PUBLICITY 
OFFI·CERS 

Since the last report these officers (Messrs. 
Rumble and Williams) have made extensiVe 
tours in Victoria, New South Wales, and, lat
terly, South Australia, where they have car
ried out the usual- work of display and window 
dressing. Out in all~ weathers and on the 
road week after week, the work of these offi
cers is not generally realised by gro·wers. 
However, it ts a contact with the public, and 
particularly with the trade, that has done much 
to keep- our fruits in the front of traders' show 
cases, and has undoubtedly been a feature of 
our sales results over the past years which on 
statistics are on a very high per capita baSis. 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 

Since the Christmas vacation, the publicity 
officers have been engaged on a special window 
display .campaign .throughout the Melbourne 
and metropolitan area and practically the 
whole of their time has been utilised in this 
direction. It is ~realised by the committee 
that the anticipated difficulties in obtajning. 
shipping space for the -disposal of the surplus 
dried fruits crop in the United Kingdom, and 
other overseas markets, make it more than 
ever necessary to use every effort to substan
tially increase sales within the Commonwealth 
by concentrating on this effective form of ad
vertising. 
For this reason, it will be the aim of the com· 
mittee to give· greatly increased attention to 
this particular phase of publicity when the 
publicity officers visit 8-ydney, Adelaide and 
other capital cities, during the year. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 

Much concern has been occasioned by the 
contemplated action of the Federal Gove·rn
ment in the diTection of p1·ohibiting the manu· 
facture of certain material used extensively by 
the committee for display.- purposes, such as 
adV'ertising showcar·ds, cartons, showcases, 

The committee reaJis·es that the abs·ence of 
this advertisihg material would detract from 
the value of its displays, and would possibly 
have a serious effect on its efforts in the di'rec~ 
tion of increasing the local sales of dried 
fruits. 

It is felt that, as the committee's activities 
are conducted through statutory boards on be
half of an important essential primary indus
try, it would not, in the circumstanceS, be un
reasonable to claim some modificatjon of the 
suggested prohibition, and, to ·this end, nego
tiations have been already opened up with the 
Director- of War Organisation of Industry. 

SHOWS 

Sydney Royal Show, 1942: The committee 
r-eceived a notification from the Royal Agricul· 
tural Society confirming a report which had 
appeared in the Press regarding the cancella
tion of the 19421 Sydney Royal Show. 

The receipt of advice from the Wollongong 
Show authorities intimating· that the Wollon
gong Show had been postit.g.ned indefinitely 
has- caused the committee· to abandon its 
original intention t·o stage a .ct-ried fruits ex
hibit at this show. 

COOKERY BOOK 

The new edition of the Australian Sunshine 
Cookery Book is now available. Miss Ruth 
Evans (Inspector of Domestic Arts~ Depart
ment of Education, Melbourne) who kindly 
:Dlaced her experience at the -dispo~:;al of the 
committee in the selection of 100 recip.es, ex
pressed the following opinion in a covering 
ietter when returning .the draft book to the 
committee: "The committee is publishing a 
book containing the type of dishes most suit-

~b~~ ~~~e ~~~u~Jrr ai~:Y;e::;:1 
a hg:~~~f;:; 

such a book, as weddings are taking place 
e·very day and there are many new enthusiasts 
in the field of cookery:• 

SHOWCASES 

Owing to the present lighting :t:_estrictions 
operating in Melbourne, no illumination is now 
available in the two showcases at the. Flinders 
Street" Station. HoweVie·r, it is. considered 
that a limited amount of advertising value is 
obtainable during the daylight hours and, fol
lowing upon negotiations with the Advertising 
Branch, Victorian Railways, the committee 
entered into a contract in which it agreed to 
pay a reduced rental of £8/13/4 per month 
instead of the original amount of £18/16/-. 

HOARDINGS 

A contract between the committee and the 
Victorian Railways, which provided for six 
months' display of 20 spe.cially illuminated 
hoardings on suburban stations in the Mel
bourne area and th11ee displays at important 
country stations at a total cost Of £18/7/6, 
terminated on the 11th December, 1941. Sub
sequently, the committee renewed the contract 
for a further three months at a -cost of £7/3/9 
per month-the lower rate being obtairie·d 
owing to the lighting ·restrictions. 

TRAMWAY ADVERTISING 

(a) Sydney and Newcastle Trams: The ori
ginal contract, which terminated on the 30th 
September, 1941, was extended for a further 
six months to the ·31st March, 1942, at a -cost 
of £25 per quarter. 

(b) Adelaid·e Trams:. The· initial contract,, 
which was for six months, terminated on the 
31st October, 1'941, at a total cost of £52. Two 
new contracts, of three months each, to the 
31st January and the 30th April, 1942, respec
tivelY, were entered into by the committee at 
a total cost of £52. 

MEETINGS OF S.A. STATE 
BOARD 

The Question Of Publicity 
At recent meetings of this Board most of the 

business has been of a routine nature-inspec
tors' reports, licences, finance, etc., being the 
principal items under this heading. The levy 
was fixed at 4/3 per ton. 

Arrangements were again made to subsidise 
investigational work in New South Wales, and 
to make available grants to the gene·ral pub
licity fund adminiStrated by the Publicity Com· 
mittee. The chairman intimated that he was 
desirous of having the consideration of the 
Board in regard to _publicity, and it was agreed 
that the· necessity for rigid economy should. be 
stressed on the gr,ounds of the limited cash re· 
serves of the Board and the crop position. It 
was also noted that no dried tree fruits. would 
be available for civil use, and that normal re· 
quirements of vine fruits would be increased 
under the pressure of military requirements. 

Copies of the regulations under the recent 
Amending Act fixing the fees and expenses of 
member,s of the Board were tabled, but no de
tails are to hand. 

The question of taking steps to establish 
effective control over the marketing oi d'ried 
Ohanez grapes was referred back to the Vic
torian Board with a recommendation designed 
to secure uniform action by all State Boards. 

As a result of congestion in certain packing 
houses due to dried fruit sto<Cks being reserved 
for military requirements, arrangements were 
made for storag,e _premises, adjacent to pack· 
ing houses, to be approved on the recommen
dation of an inspectOr. 

Arising out of a report by the Board's Inves
tigation Officer (Inspector Noblet), the secre
tary was directed to circularise all packers 
drawing their attention to the dang·er of the 
presence of foreign substances-particUlarly 
"Inn-ocent Weed" and, "Three-cornered Jack" 
-in cases containing dried fruit, and Urging 
the utmost care be taken in this connectia.n. 

In the matter of 'regulations prescribing 
grade standards, secretary. was ·directed to pre
pare a draft of amended regulations to. con
fOrm' with those in operation und:er the Com~ 
merce (Trade Descriptions) Act and to submit 
draft to the Minister. 

In regard to the Commonwealth Joint Com
mittee on' Rural Industries, a letter of the 
Director of Agriculture (Mr. W. J. Spafford) 
was dealt with inviting, the Board to tender 
evidence. Secretary reported that Mr. Spaf
ford had agreed to submit to the committee 
evidence in ·support of the restriction -of fur
ther plantings of areas for the production of 
dried: vine fruit, as well as. the matter of the 
acute shortage of labor ~required for deliveries 
of firewood for irrigatio;u plants. 

A requeSt supported by questionnaire of th-e 
Adelaide Chamber of Commerce in respect to 
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the reorganisation of industries to meet wa-r 
needs was considered and it was agre-ed to co
o,rperate as far. as possible and practicable 
with the Chamber in reply to its _questionnaire. 

MANPOWER IN DRIED 
FRUITS INDUSTRY 

Approach Made To 
Authorities 

Throughout the Commonwealth there iS 
growing realisation that the manpower posi
tion has not been handled, in a way that~is in 
the best ultimate interest of the· nation. Pi"o
ti.ucers' organiSations everywhere are proving 
that the indiscriminate calling up of men for 
the services has had .the effect of seriously af
fecting the national food supply for the future. 
particularly when full regard is taken of the 
g.reat, and ever increasing numbers of allied 
troops arriving here. 

That these representations are having some 
effect on the Go·vernment appears from th-e 
recent statement that essential rural indus
tries would be protected under the National 
Security powers. Just how soon this policy 
will be applied is important to the coming 
period of preparing for the next crop when 
there is already a drastic shortage of prune·rs 
and men to assist in this work. Already we 
have a position where many contractOrs are 
refusing to take- the pruning and other hand 
work because they have no chance of obtainl.ng 
the necessary labor. , 

As the result .of collaboration between the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association, the Vic
torian Dried· Fruits Board and the Common
wealth D'ried Fruits Export Control Board, on 
the question of manpower for the Dried Fruits 
Industry, a committee was appointed to deal 
With the matter, consisting of:- . 

Mr. Parker J. Moloney (representing the 
Victorian Dried Fruits J;Joard); Mr. W. N. Sum~ 
her (representing the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association); Mr. E. J. Mulvany (represeuting 
the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export ·Con
trol Board). 

On 30th Api·il last, Mr. N. H. Malcolm, Assl.S
tant _Deputy Director of Manpower was inter
viewed by the members of the above commit
tee at Century House·, Melbourne, on the posi· 
tion of the dried fruits industry in Australia. 
under- the National SecUrity (Manpower) 
Regulations. 

Mr. Malcolm was informed that the Man
power Officers in Mildura and Swan Hill and 
other districts were classifying grape g.rowing 
in Priority 3 and dried fruit packing and pro
cessing in Priority 2.. The effect of this clas
sification was that the vineyards, the actual 
source of the production of dried fruits, were 
being dr.a wn on for laba.r for the fighting and 
other war services to such an extent that cul
t1vation was being. seriously interfered with. 
and unless some substantial improvement in 
the manpower position ·Of the industry was 
effected, there was a likelihood of a .serious 
decline in the production of dried fruits this 
year, a foodstuff which was in great demand by 
Great Britain, Canada, New Zeland and Aus
tralia, for the fighting and civil requirements 
of these countries. 

Mr. Malcolm's attention was d·ra wn to the 
serious position of the dried fruits. industry in 
Victor-ia, because of the classification referred 
to as set out by the Mildura Packer's Associa
tion, and the Mildura District Council of the 
Australian Dried Fruits As.sociation in their 
letters of the 7th and 8th April, 1942, respec
tively, and alS·O in the statement by the Mid
Murray Valley District Council of the Austra. 
!ian Dried Fruits AssoCiation (copies o.f these 
documents a·re now on Mr. Malcolm's file). 

Mr. Malcolm was urged to have the dried 
vine and tree fruits industry as a whole placed 
in Priority l, because of the :reasons already 
advanced, namely, that the demand for these 
fruits by the Governments controlling the re~ 
quirements o-f the civil population and the 
forces in the United Kingdom, in Australia and 
the other British Dominions was as great now 
as the present production in Australia oould 
cope with. · 

Mr. Malcolm said that he would recommend 
to the Director·General of Manpower that the 
dried fruits-· industry as a- whole should be 
placed in Priority 1. 

With regard to the general question of Man
power for the industry, Mr. Malcolm said that 
definite instructions had been given to the 
various Manpower Officers that growers should 
not be deprived of the labor that was._essential 
to the conduct of cultural operations on the 
Vineyard, and that manpower officers had the 
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n(;'lcessary authority to prevent growers being. 
deprived of essential labor through compulsory 
enlistments. We were assured: by Mr. Mall
calm that his officers in~-the Mildura District 
(Mr. Chancellor) and Nyah-Woorinen (Mr. 
Wallis) will see that the manpower needs of 
tlte industry will receive every ·Consideration, 
and Mr. Malcolm specially requests that all 
local matters relating to manpower difficulties 
should be brought bef-ore the·se~ officers. As 
the afore-mentioned committee has now been 
appointed to confer with the authorities, re
garding the problem of manpower for the dried 
fruits industry, it is suggested that all ques
tions relating to this problem be first referred 
to the committee. 

SEASONAL NOTES 
(By A. V. Lyon) 

THE 1942 HARVEST 

The total figures are. not yet available, de
liveri~e~s to date in the Mildura district totalling 
approximatelY 46,000 tons. Estimates of the 
fruit still in growers' hands vary, but the g.ene
ral opinion is that there are about eight to ten 
thousand tons still on the drying greens. Other 
districts report comparable figures, and it now 
looks as if the yi,eld will be about equal, and 
possibly a little better than that of last year. 
Currants are up, sultanas slightly heavier, 
and lexias down. 

The early promise of yield was not realised 
to the full. The main check came in Decem
ber, when temperatures were too high for nor
mal development. The effects of the heat 
showed in decreased growth of the berries. 
Thi.s permitted a decid•ed "pick-up" in the rate 
of ripening, with decreased total weight of 
fruit. The drying season was very good in 
the early and mid sections; but the break in 
the weather at the end of April has continued 
into May, and the season has now become one 
in which dehydrators will be needed to finish 
off the last of the fruit dried. The carryover 
into the we,t .season has been increased by the 
labor shortage, which gave a slower harvest· 
ing, rate, and. in cases a delayed start. 

THE PARTIALLY DRIED FRUIT 

Losses reflect in decreased quality, in added 
costs of drying, and there may be some actual 
loss of fruit by rot. The dehydator capacity 
of the main dried fruit areas is satisfactory, 
but the quantities of partially dried fruit, par
ticulariy in the Red· Cliffs area, are ,guch that 
large quantities will necessarily be held while 
awaiting dehydration. For safetY, it is neoes· 
sary to reduce the moisture content so that the 
fruit can be held on hessians or in sweat boxes 
without rotting. At date that stage has not 
been reached with many parcels ,and further 
exposure on the drying ground is necessary. 
The chief danger is with fruit that has become 
wet or damp after removal from the rack. 
While still on the rack, .even if the moisture 
content has increased considerably, the fruit 
keeps much better than if massed on hessians 
or in sw·eats in a wet condition. Once off the 
rack, there is danger of rot if the fruit is al
lowed to become wetter. 

THE LABOR POSITION 

In many cases, employment of women has 
saved the situation. Last season o.ur pulling 
out and some currant pruning was done by 
women at contract rates, and also the whole of 
the picking. · For the coming season, it looks 
as if ·an increased number of growers must 
dep.e-nd on the women for help. Australia's 
association with war has been later and less 
intense than in Great Britain; and it now looks 
as if we must follow the example of the Old 
Country in the organisation of women·power. 
Our first experiences have heen most satisfac· 
tory, and a::: man power decreases the women 
will become practised in outdOor work just as 
they have in England. 

For casual work, particularly picking, much 
more attention to the housing of employees is 
inevitable in the future. The ·only justifica
tion is that in the past we have had a propor
tion of employees who preferred to live cheap
ly without charg.e for hvusing. Few of us, 
howaver, deny the right of our helpers to ac· 
commodation if they so desire; and provision 
for this for the 1943 harvest will help to solve 
the labor question. 

THE QUALITY OF FRUIT 

rated the quality still further. In the coming 
year, the limitation of cover crops and the 

-shortage of fertiliser warrant special attention 
to pruning. If only sound, strong pruning 
wood is kept, the .shoots are lik•ely to be bigg.er, 
with more chance of nourishing the bunches. 
Weak pruning wood and weak shoots in the 
following year go together; so it is important 
this winter to study the qualitYl of the fruiting 
wood preserved, ev,en if it means some reduc
tion in the normal quantity of fruiting wood. 
In the present shortage of fertilisers, buried 
c:Uttings and the winter weeds are of added im· 
portance, provided of cours'e' that the latter are 
dealt with by early spring. The replacement 
of annual cover crops by a perennial legume 
has been dis·cussed, but. this must be viewed 
as a more or Jess permanent enquiry rather 
than as a war expedient. 

SALE OF EXPORT 
SURPLUS OF 1942 CROP 

Statement By Chairman 

The chairman of the. Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board (Mr. W. C. F. Thomas, 
C.B.E-.) said that considerabe advance had 
been made in the disposal of the export sur
plus of this &eason'·s c-urrants, sultanas and 
lexias. The estimated pr.oducUon of these 
fruits is as follows:-

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .. 

Total 

Tons 
21,000 
60.500 

8,500 

90,000 

After making liberal proVISIOn for Austra· 
lian requirements both Civil and Se·rvice, the 
quantity avai'ttble for export is approximately 
68,000 tons, compris·ing:-

Tons 
Currants . . . . 16,000 
Sultanas . . 48,500 
Lexias . . . . . . . . 3,500 

practically the whol·e of this surplus has 
been purchased by the United Kingdom Go. 
vernment, the Canadian Government through 
the Commodities Prices Stabilisation Corpora· 
tion, and the N,ew Zealand. Government and 
Importers. 

The sale to the Governm-ent of the United 
Kingdom is on an f.o.b.· basis at the foUowing 
prices in English currency:-

EQUIPMENT is needed 
NOW. The 1nore you 

save, the quicker you -save, 
the more the value of your 
effort. 
Extravagance won't win the 
war-it can go Ia long way 
towards losing it! Only by 
economy can the defence of 
Austrcilia be secured, and 
eventu~l victory won. 

BUY 

MAKE EVERY DAY A 
NATIONAL THRIFT 

DAY. 

It is now evident that the desired improv-e~ 
ment in lexia quality has not' been obtained. 
The Gordo, vine is extremely sensitive, and the 
grapes were a:Er:ected by the December heat. 
Delayed harvest caused deterioration of the 
grapes on the. vines, and the break in the wea· 
ther before Iexia drying was finished deterio· 

"*., ....... ~~-,_ ... 

Currants, all grades . . . • 28/- per cwt. 
Sultanas, all grades'.' ... '37/9 per cwt. 
Lexias, 5 and 4 crown . . . 39/6 per cwt. 
The main featur-e of the sale. to the United 

Kingdom Government this year is that it is ou 
f.o.b. terms as against the ·delive-red warehouse 
terms which operated in 1940 and 1941. The 
Control Board, since the commencement of the 
first negotiations in 1939, unde.r wartime condi
tions, for the purchase of Australian dried 
fruits has consistently urged that in fairness 
tothe grower the Unite.d Kingdom Government 
should. buy the fruit at priee.s free on board, 
port of shipment, Australia, and is gratified 
that its efforts have at last been sl.icce"Ssful. 

Although the Board submitted quotations on 
a g;rade basis the British Gorv·ernment decided 
that it would only purchase the fruit at the fiat 
rate pric:es already, menti-oned, the method by 
which these prices were arrived at by the 
Briti-sh Ministry of Food was the weighted 
average of the prices paid for_ the various 
kinds and grad-es of fruit last year- plus an 
increase of 6 pe-r cent. with a further increase 
of_ 4/· per c-wt. for currants·. 

As it was indicated. by the Ministry that the 
grades shipped to the United Kingdom this 
year will form the basis of the. weighted aver· 
age for determining prices n-e-xt season the 
Board has urged all shippers to :5ollow the 
policy of allocating to- the United Kingdom 
fruit of such grades as will again ensure the 
supply this year of fruit Of the same· high stan
dard as in the pa.st two seasons. 

On the recommendation of the Board, ship· 
p.er·s have adopted such a system of grade 
variation in payments to growers- in all pro-
ducing States, including Western Australia, as 
will vesult in the ·greatest attention and care 
being given to the. production of fruit of the 
highest quality to maintain the reputation of 
Ausfralian dried fruits in export markets. 

The conditions governing. the :sale are as 
follows:-

(1) The fruit is to be consigned to the Minis· 
try of Food which will cover for insurance and 
pay the fr·eight on receipt of advices of ship
ments. 

(2) Arrangem·ents will be made by the Com· 
monwealth Department of Commerce with the 
Overseas. Shipping RepresentaUve·s' As.socia· 
tion to acce·pt Bills of Lad~ng without the 
usual requirements of prepay-ment of freight. 

(3) Export licences will be issued by the 
Department of Trade and Customs free from 
the banking terms and conditions required 
under the Overseas Exchange Regulations. 

(4) Licensed 8JI:porter.s are to cable at the 
earlie•st possible ·moment to the, Ministry of 
Food advice of grades and tonnag·es as and 
when shipped. 

(5) Payment will be made by the Ministry 
of Food on the basi.s of 90 per cent. of the f.o.b. 
value of the fruit at the time of shipment and 
the balance of 10 per cent. after the arrival 
anci approval of the fruit in the United King
dom. The Commonwealth Bank will make 
the necessary arrangements to pay in each 
State -an advance o.f 90 per cent. against the 
shipping documents when the•s.e are pre.sented 
by licensed e'Xporters1 and the nalance of 10 
per cent. on receipt of cabled advice fr-om Lon
don after the arrival and approval of the fruiL 
The· documents to be handed to- the Common
wealth Bank will be confined to Bill of Lading 
in triplicate (two negotiable and one copy) In
voice in triplicate and Certificate as to quality 
issued by the Department of Commerce. 

(6) Packing-(i) Sultanas to be packed 6() 
lbs. to the box. 

(ii) All other fruits 56 lb.s. to the box. 
(iii) All boxes to be wired with two· wifes. 

(7) Case, marking to be in accordance with 
instructions issued by the Department of Com
merce. 

(8) Commonwealth Government Ceitificate 
as to grading. All shipping do·cuments must 
be accompanied by a certificate issued in ac· 
cordance with the Commerce Act and Regula· 
tions in re·spect to each parcel shipped. 

(9) Acceptance of grades in United King
dom--While the fruit will be accompanied 
by a Commonwealth Gove·rnment Certificat-e 
as to quality, the United King.d,om Government 
has retained the right of inspection of aJl fruit 
on arrival in British ports, and in the event O·f 
a dispute regarding grades the matter will be 
referred to a Committee of Arbitration. 

(10) Quality-The greatest care is to be
taken in the grading of the· fruit as it/is essen~ 
tial und·e.r the contract that the fruit contain-. 
ed in- every box ·should conform definitely_ to· 
the cr-own marking on the box. 

In the following table is shown· the P-rices·. 
E.o.b. in Australian -cui'!reri.cy which will be .paid_ 
this year by the Ministry of Food as compar-
00. with the approximate av·erage ·priees f.o.b .. 
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in Austrelian currency, which were paid for 
the various kinds and gmdes of fruit shipped 
to the URite·d Kingdom la.st year:-

Currants, all grades 
Sultanas, all grades· 
Lexias, 4 & 5 crown 

Price per ton in Aust. 
Currency f.o.b. port of 
shipment in Australia. 

1942 1941 

Pe1· Ton 
£35 0 0 
£47 3 9 
£49 7 6 

(approx.) 
Per ton 

£28 0 
£43 10 
£48 0 

0 
0 
0 

The- higher prices this year have been 
agreed to by the Ministry be·cause of the great
ly increased cost of production. 

Prior to his· d·eparture from Australia for 
the United Kingd·om in September 1941 the 
Board furnished' Sir Earle Page, the then Min
ister ·Of Commerce, with a full statement set
ting out the difficulties of the Australian dried 
fruits industry owing to the continuous in
crease in the cost of ,prod:U'Ction and urging that 
for 1942 prices shouLd be substantially increas
ed and the contract be mad,e on an f..o.b. basis. 

For the satis{actory position reached _this 
Y·ear in connection with sales to the United 
Kingdom the Control Board wishes to express 
its appreciation of the efforts .of the High 

·,·Commissioner, Mr. S. M. Bruce, Sir Earle Page 
and Mr. F. L. McDougall, and f·or the consid
eration shown by the MiniStry of Food. 

SALES TO CANADA 

The sale of Australian dri-ed vine fruits 
dir·ect to the Commoditie·s Brices Stabilisation 
Corporation, Canada, this year maiks a com
plete change from the previous pra.ctice of 
selling fruit to the various importers in Can
ada. 

The Corporation is a branch of the Cana
dian War Time Prices Board which w.as set up 
by the Canadian Govel-nment to control the 
prices of Canadian and imported foodstuffs 
and other goods. 

The Corporation has p'urchased the· Austra
lian ·dried fruit direct from shippers in Aus
tralia, and will distribute it through the ordin
ary trade channels in Canada. The prices to 
be paid are as follow:-

Currants, 2 cr.own, £33 per ton AustraJian 
port in ste·rling less 2'! per cent. discount. 

Sultanas, 2 crown, £·32, and 3 crown, £33. 
Lexia;s, 4 ~r.own, £31; seeded bulk, £41; 1 

lb. carton-s, 5/3 per doz. 
The terms and· conditions of the sale are 

as follow: Payments Will be made to exporters 
by the Commonwealth Bank, Sydne.y, Mel
bourne or Adelaide, .on prese·ntatiol'!. of Bill of 
Lading in triplicate (2 negotiable and one 
copy) Certificate Customs Invoice in triplicate 
made out to the Comm.o<l.ities Prices Stabilisa
tion Corporation, Canada, Pure Food Certifi
cate in triplicate and! the Commonwealth Grad
ing Certificate. 

Cases .are to be marked in ·accordance with 
the direction of the Department of Commerce. 

Export licences will be is·sued by the Depart
ment of Tr.ad·e and Custnms free from the 
banking terms and conditions required under 
the Ove:rsea Exchange Regulations. 

When negotiations were opened the Board 
quoted prices to the ·Corporation based on the 
increased cost of production and strongly urg
ed that these prices should be acce·pted, but 
the Corporation owing to the financial limita
tions placed upon it was unable to agl'lee to 
prices higher than those already mentioned. 

In its negotiations with the Corporation, the 
Board was materially assisted by the Austra
lian Government Trade Oommissio.er at To\1.'· 
onto (Mr. R. R. Ellen). The contr.act und,er 
all the circumstances must be regarded as sat
isfactory as it enables Australia to contimie. 
to· supply Canada with practically the whole 
Of its requirements of currants, sultanas and 
lexias. , 

SALES TO NEW ZEALAND 
Australia will also be requir-ed to supply this 

Dominion with practically the whoJ.e· of its re· 
quirements. 'The 1prices. at which the fruit is 
now being, sold to New Zealand .ar-e as follow: 

Currants.: 1 crown, 36/- per cwt. f.o.b. Mel
bourne; 2 cYown, 38/-; 3 crown, 40/-. 

Sultanas: 3 crown, 41/-; 4 crown, 45/-. 

Lexias: 2 crown and 3 crown, 34/-; 4 crown, 
35/-; 5 crown, 36/--

Seed.ed Lexias: Bulk, 45/- per cwt. f.o.b. 
Melbourne; 1 lb. cartons, 5/9 per doz. f.o.b. 
Melbourne; 12 oz. car.tQns, 4/9-

T'he sales to the Unit·ed Kingdom, Canada 
and New Zea.laUd a:bsorb·:pra.ctically the whole 
of the export surplus, and will in these diffi
cult times be of ·great advantage to all sec~ 
tions of th-e Australian d.ried fruits industry. 

The Statistical Position 
Recent Increases Already Absorbed 

In our leading article for this issue wet set out features of the economic 
position of the industry today; and with some regard for the future, Any 
survey of the statistical position can be limited to two main factors; crops are 
down; costs are up. The sweat box return governs the true position, and it 
is of interest to examine this in relation to the different markets. 

The crop is sold to markets where a fixed 
price is agreed upon. The proportions to 
each market have been decided. Therefore, 
we can have some fair conception of what the 
sweat box return to growers ,should be. In 
the case of currants the long needed lift to a 
reasonable basis is a step nearer, but with sul
tanas and lexias there is not a very appreci
able aggregate increase, having .regard to the 
many items affecting higher costs. 

While there has been a long overdue rise in 
the ultimate returns from the contract with 
the United Kingdom, these are to some extent 
o-ffset by the returns from other fixed price 
markets. In the Commonwealth the r-ise is 
more than absorbed by increased costs. 

Based on tentative releases to the several 
markets-not finally determined until the 

actual crop is packed-the following figures 
are set out as a g.uide to the ultimate sweat 
box returns to growers. For the purposes of 
arriving at an approximate estimate of the 
increased returns the present prices. have been 
applied to the 1941 percentages to obtain a 
comparison with last yeaT assuming that the 
releases for this year were on the same -basis_ 

To find the contrast an analysis is made of 
the present releases at ruling prices. The 
price increase, together with the percentage 
increase shows the total indicated surplus, 
less the estimated extTa costs of processing, 
etc. The C.D.F.S. figures for 1941 are given 
as a ch_eck as this organisation handles over 
90 per Cent. of the total Australian pack to all 
markets. 

The following are the details: Less charges 
between packing house and point of sale. 

CURRANTS 
1941 Percentages Base-d on 

1942' Prices 
1941 % 1942 PriCe 

Com'wealth 16.66% at £59 0 0- £9 16 7 
Canada .. 31.57% at £38 0 0 = £11 19 11 
N.Z. & E. 10.27% at £35 10 0- £3 12 11 
U.K. . - - 41.5% at £32 0 0 = £13 5 7 

100% = £38 15 0 
1~41 C.D.F.S. = £33 19 0 

Price Increase £4 16 0 

1942 Estimated Percentages at 
1942 Prices 

% Price 
26% at £59 0 0 = £15 6 10 
12% at £38 0 0- £4 11 2 

5% at £35 10 0 = £115 6 
57% at £32 0 0 = £18 4 10 

100% = £39 18 4 
£38 15 0 

% Increase = £1 3 4 
Plus Price Increase £4 16 0 

Total SurpJus = £5 19 4 
Less Extra Costs = £1 0 0 

Balance £4 19 4 

.An analysis of this statement shows that 
the rise in currant return is due to the in
creased quota for the commonwealth and the 

United Kingdom at the better prices, after re
g.arding the- lesser allotments to other mar
kets at the lower prices. 

SULTANAS 
1941 Percentages B:ased on 

1942 Prices 
1941 % 1942 Price 

Com'wealth . · 14.5% at £60 0 0= £8 14 
Canada .. 26.8% at £37 0 0- £9 18 
N.Z. & E .. 7.6% at £38 0 0- £2 17 
U.K. .•• 51.1% at £43 0 0 = £~1 19 

100% = £43 
1~41 C.D.F.S. = £42 

Prices Increase = £1 

The· higher percentage for the Commonwealth 
is offset hy the lower crops. In regard to 
Canad.a and New Zealand there are several 
features that need some explaining for the 
edification of th_e grower who immediately 
asks why we apparently sacrifice our fruit to 
these markets at such low rates. Briefly this 
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1942 Estimated Percentages at 
1942; Prices 

% Price 
18.4% at £60 0 0 = £11 0 10 

28% at £37 0 0 = £10 7 2 
8.6% at £38 0 0- £3 5 4 
45% at £43 0 0 =i £1~ 7 0 

100% = £44 0 4 
£43 9 6 

% Increase 10 10 
Plus PJ:ice Increase £1 9 4 

Total Surplus = £2 0 2 
Less Extra Costs £1 0 0 

Balance = £1 0 2 

might be explained in the light o,f the. policy . . 
of the Export Control· Board, with regard to The comparatively le~eil" return .. ratio for 

This principle has been accepted by those 
elected to administer the· affairs of the indus
try-in fact they, led by the late Mr. A. F. Bell, 
of the Export Control Board, have· a<l.vised the 
Government in this regard, knowing that there 
are many features regarding price in the seve· 
ral mar-kets that ;:tre outside our control. 

Government policy, which s·ets out a principle this fruit is manifested in the higher sales tO 
of maintenance of markets over a long period the loweJ." priced markets, and the· falling off 
having regard .to the, g.eneral stability of the in the surplus available for the United King
industry in the lifetime of those engaged in it. do,m at the £4 per ton higher than last year. 

Co.m'wealth 
Canada _ 
N.Z. & E. 
U.K. - -

LEX IAS 
1941 Percentages Based on 

1942 Prices 
1942 Price 

£48: 10 Oi -' 
£36 0 0 
£32 15 0 
£49 0 0 

£19 9 '5 
£5 13 9 
£3 10 1 

£16 6 10 

1941 % 
40.15,% at 
15.8% at 
10.7% at 
33.35% at 
1QC% 

1941 C.D.F.S. 
= £45 0 1 

£44 13 0 

~ce Increase == 7 1 

1942 Estimated Percentages at 
1942.Prices 

0-
o--
0 

£25 19 11 
£4 2 10 
£3 5 6 

% 
5-3.5% at 
11.5% at 
10% at 
25'% at 
100% 

Price 
£48 10 
£3o o 
£32 15 
£49 0 0 £12 5 0 

= £45 13 3 
£45 0 1 

% Increase 13 2 
Plus Price Increase 7 1 

Total Surplus £1 0 3 
Less Extra-Coste == £1 0 0 

Balanee 3 
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Consideration of the Iexia position is some
what involved. Percentages are up for Com
monwealth sales-down for the lower prlced 
markets, and also do-wn for the United King
dom on the higher rates from that market. At 
first glance it would appear that the grower 
should receive a better return despite the 
extra costs. HOwever, the lower yiel.d as it 
effects the percentages, together with the ab
sence of a seeded contract to the United King,
d.om apply to a great extent, and the ultimate 
return increase is not of moment. Neverthe
less, the lexia grower is indeed fortunate that 
his product was at a high value in London, 
due to the SPanish war, when prices were peg-~ 
ged in 1'939 by the British Gove.rnment. This 
is in the inverse ratio of values as applied to 
currants, but the recent rise gr-o.ss, of £7 per 
ton is some compensation, although Some of 
this rise will be absorbed, on the pooling .sys
tem on a gra.d.e basis for the flat rate sale, 
by West Australia with her higher ave·rage 
in the British -contracts. 

And so we find approximately, that the re
cent ·rises are offset to a considerable extent 
by the percentages to the several markets hav
ing, relation to the lower yield for 1942 and the 
need to keep faith with all markets according, 
to our Treaty obligations based on a long 
sighted marketing policy as laid down by the 
Export Board. We cannot play "ducks and 
drak·es" with our markets if we are to have._ 
·stability in the industry. 

An-d so we find that the statistical position 
is not materially altered, an-d what premium 
that results is, having regard to present local 
conditions, offset by ad.ded cost. The stabil· 
ity of the industry is largely outside our im
mediate control, if ever, .and the main consid
eration of growers must be to do eYerything 
possible to build up a reserve against the time 
when anything might happen. Perhaps an 
appropriate summary to this brief outline of 
the statistical position might be made on the 
lines of an appreciation of the work of the 
Export Control Board, which body handles and 
has some determination in the returns from 
some 70,000 to 80,000 tons o,f fruit in the aver
age annual sale of our export surplus-a mis
take of £2 a ton means £1 a week to eve.ry 
grower throughout the industry. These are 
the features of the statistical position, given. 
but as a general indication of the conditions 
ruling today. They -call for the full considera
tion= of growers who would incline to careful 
budgeting, 

INTERNAL DRAINAGE 
INVESTIGATIONS IN S.A. 

Extracts From Report By Mr. 
A. L. Tisdall, M.Agr.Sc. 

(C.S.I.R.) 
In ,a comprehensive report ·On the d.rainage 

problems associated wtth the varying soil 
types the writer sets out in detail the results 
of an .elaborate ~series of test made in the 
South Australian Ir:rig,ation areas. As many 
of these types are to be found in ·other dried 
frui.ts areas the findings .are of :Particular inter
est -to many growers who should study the 
soil maps recently issued as these affo·rd a re
liable· gui<l,e to the oondi,tions on their holdings, 
and from the •following •cond,ensed statement 
they should be able to apply the .r·esults of 
the investigati-ons with adv-antage. In his 
summary Mr. Tisdall state·s:-
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(1) Depth and Spacing,.-The effort to drain 
as deep as the soil will p·ermit is justi:fi~_9. for 
two reasons. Firstly, the deeper the drains 
are laid, the gr,eater the distance on either 
side from which the water mov-es to the drain. 
Secmfdly, on light ·soils 'damage has repeatedly 
been caused. bry drains being too shallow, as a 
water .table Under a s-hallow drain may cause 
th-e surllaee to become salty. A table has 
been ,prepared eo·vering the ·soil types on which 
experiments have been conducted. The depths 
given are· approximate, as they vary even with
in a soil type. For instance, the group 
shown as 5ft. 6in. to 6ft. in some cases are very 
light to 7ft., and •Can be drained to that depth. 
Again, it has already ·been vointed out that 
areas marked "grey mallee" on a ·soil map yary 
considerably. In all ca,ses it is. advisable to 
examine the soil by bor,ing, but the foUowing 
table pr.ovid·e1s a working guid€ in conjuncti-on 
with a soil survHy map, as to optimum drain
age .cte·pth. 

Soil type. Drainage· depth. 
ft. in. ft. in. 

Winkie· sand, Mu-rray sand, Berri 
sand, Berri sandy· loam . . . . 6 0 to 7 0 

B-a,rmera .sand, Barmera· sandy 
loam, .Moo.rook sandy loam . 5 6 to 6 0 

Lo,veday sandy loam . . . . . . . 4 6 
Grey mwllee soil, usual heavier 

tYPe .................. 40to46 
Grey mahlee soil, light profile . 6 0 to 7 0 
Nookamka sandy loam, . . . . . . 4 0 

Assuming that optimum .de1pth has, been ar
rived at in this w:ay ·firom .profile considera
tions, the following table giv-es a general guide 
to the spacing between laterals, depending, on

- the injury already sustaine-d by the plants. It 
has been prepared from drainage experiments 
already carried out, and it will be seen that 
drainage to prevent dtamage is much less cost
ly tha:p._ drainage for reclamation. 

Depth Warran~ 
ted -by Profile 

of the· Soil 
Type. 

6ft. to 7:ft. 
O:ft. 6in. to 6ft. 

4ft. 6in. 
4ft. 

iSpacing for 
Prevention of 

Damage. 
Plants 

Healthy 

132ft. 
9~ft. to 132ft. 

66ft. 
44ft. 

.Spacing for 
Reclamatio-n. 
Plants Dam· 

aged. 

88ft. 
66ft. to 88ft 

44ft. 
44ft. 

With regard to drains 7ft. or over, the usual 
lateral effect is a'bout 1 chain on either side, so 
that it wourld be unusual fo·r drains spaced 
mach over 2 chains to drain the land half way 
between them e-fficiently. They would have 
some e:ffie1ct, -but there is then the factor that 
the -water must be .cleared to a satisfactory 
level be,tween irrigations. It appears .then, 
that there is little ad:vantage in draining helow 
7ft. to gain an increas·e1 in lateral effect; an<! 
from an economic :point of view, 7ft. would be 
about the limit -of depth. This ·being so, then 
2 chains may be taken as an approxi'mate maxi
mum spacing. 

Direction of Drains in Respect to Slope-.
From observations to date, no advantage can 
be seen in draining across .rather than down 
the slope when a complete sy_stem is installed. 
On two sites examined transverse drains ap
peared less satisfactory. Most drainage 
autho-rities agree- that drains in general should 
be given the maximum slope obtainable, and 
this condition is not fulfilled with trans·verse 
drains. It has -been the ex-perience in the Mil· 
dura district that drains with adequate slope 
have less tendency to choke, either 1by silting 
or root growth, as .roots will not grow readily 
in a dry drain clear of silt. 

Soil Types Res.ponding to Drainage.-All the· 
soil types examined -can rbe expe1cted to reSiJlOnd 
to d,rainage. In tact, mo.st of the ty,pes in 
these settlements are light in- texture, ami 
easily drained. The only exce1pti-on are cer
tain localities o.f heavy soils, and here the rea
sons are economic rather than ,physical. In 
cases where heavy soils" are very ,badly affect
ed, or where a small area nf he·avy ,soil would 
neces-sitate a ·costly outfall :by reas·on of its 
isolation, then .drain8.ge may ·be uneconomic, as 
reclamation of these soils in any case is pro· 
longedJ and. costly. 

MILDURA CO~OPERATIVE 
COMPANY 

SOUND POSITION REPORTED TO 
ANNUAL MEETING 

At the annual meeting of this l'arge co-opera
tive company the chairman of directors, Mr. 
E. J. Casey, reported pn the sound :state of th-e 
affairs of the ~company. A tonnage of 16,121 
tons was handl-ed fo:rthe 1'941 seas-on compared 
with the record of '20,797 to-ns. The falling off 
being due to seasonal conditions. A drividend 
of 6 per c·ent. was agreed upon, and a tra:de 
rebate of 4 per cent. fixed. It was decided to 
pay 6 per cent. on the bonus de·pos,its held b~ 
growers. The citrus pack amounted to 97,000 
cases, an increase of 21,500 -ov,e.r -the previous 
year. 

OTHER ACTIVITIES 
During the year the company installed shook 

cutting mills, at which ov.er 1,000,000 super feet 
of pinus insig,nus. was cut for box end·s and 
sWeat boxes. The company .packed over 100,000 
tin lined packag·e:S for the East. In the by. 
products f·actory an extensive range of foods, 
including sauces, jams, preserV'ed fruits, peel, 
fruit juices, cream of tartaJr, and many other 
products based on I~a.w materials suppli-ed • by 
growers were marketed both in the- Common
wealth and overseas. A feature o-f the opera· 
tion..s was •the large tank making and tinsmith~ 
ing plant which worked at full pressur-e. 

The general manager, Mr. D. C. Winterbot
tom, dealt with the problems facing the indus~ 
try and urged growers to car·efuMy husband 
their mate,rials, a go:od many of which were 
practically uno-btainable. Containers such as 
chaff bags, .potash bar:rels and dip material 
tins would ·be bought back from growers. The: 
directorate remains as. for the previous year 
and Mr. Casey wa'S re-appointe,d chairman of 
directors. 

THE ABUSE OF DEMOCRACY 
Mr. Justice Robinson of the Supreme Court 

of the State of W-ashington in a recent case 
where picket line's "freedom of speech" came 
in contact with an.other great freedom-the 
right to work-made this comment: 

"I cannot belieV'e that the right to freedom 
of spee,ch is so absolute, unlimited, and over~ 
riding that persons, and associations acting in 
concert, may not be legally restrained froint 
employing it as an ·effective instrument to des-. 
troy the right of freedom to work. It would 
seem, when two' civil liberties come into direct 
and irreconcilable conflict, and one of them 
is more fundamental than the other, that the 
more fundamental should prevail. That the 
right of freBdom of work is m-ore fundamental 
than the right of freedom of speech is axioma
tic. The generality of mankind has, in all 
ages, been compelled to work in order to live 
and engage- in the pursuit of happiness. The 
right to work is, obviously, th'e most fundamen-. 
tal o-f human rights because it is only by ita, 
exercise that life itself can be maintained." 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE. 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society Union Assurance Society Ltd. 

C:resco Manures 
Tiny Tim Power Washer 

Lon$fon &. Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sentinel Power Duster 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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