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Geneva Talks and Dried Fruits Industry 
Mr.. Malloch's Impressions 

The. Dried Fruit~ Industry generally, and those who have been associated 
with Mr. Malloch in dried fruits affairs, were gratified when he was selected by 
the Commonwealth Government to attend the vital Geneva Conference to advise 
on matters that concerned the generar policy of world marketing of these parti
cular products, as part of a general scheme of International Trade. The concep
tion of "Geneva" is such a drastic departure from normal practice in world 
trade that it could not hope to become a reality at the rising of the Conference. 
There are so many conflicting interests involved, and so many aspects to be 
further examined. In the following article Mr. Malloch gives his impressions. 
He states:-

As a Government representative attending 
the internationar" trade diSCu-ssions at Geneva, 
particularly with reference to· preference in 
relation to the dried fruits industry, I am not 
at liberty to disclose any information in ·re· 
gard to the negotiations which are taking 
place, but there are some gP.neral -observa
tions which maJ~ be made to reassure those 
who are concerned ·about the future of the 
river irrigation settlements. 

TWO MAIN PROBLEMS 

nation, and which must be reconciled with the 
ideals and purpose of the charter. 

PRESENT ECONOMIC· POSITION 
In tlilks with various''' delegates one gathers· 

the impression that, while idealism plays a 
.great part in the building up of the charter, 
the great infiuence. towards its construction 
and need for adoptiD.g ·ues in the eConomif! 
position which has developed from World War 
Two. America finds she is the creditor nation 
of the. world; ~he holds the greater portion of 

There are two main problems being con· the gold of the world; she has been a great 
sidered at Geneva. The first is the proposed exp-orting country, and, for her industrial
international trade charter, and the second, stability and progress, must 'continue her ex~ 
international agreements for reduction d port trade. 
tariffs and preferences arising from {he char~ The United Kingdom, in common with many 
ter. other countries, is now a debtor nation, and 

The purpose of the United Nations' Organi- depends for her existence on imports-de
sation is set out in Part 2 {)f the charter: "In pends on U.S.A. for a great deal of these 
pursuance of the determination of the United imports .. -The United Kingdom can only paY 
Nations to _create conditions of economic and for her 1mports by exports. The. U.S.A. can 
social progre·s~ essential to world peace, the only rec:ive payment for her exports and 
States party to this sharter · herAby establish loans by nn~rts. 
an international trade organisation through . ~at appbes to these two countries appUes 
which they will wo-rk for the fulfilment of • m a greatP.r or le-sser degree to all countries. 
these purposes: The logical conclusion is that, freed from all 

"(a) Higher_ standards of living, full Pro- ~dealisro, . the Charter_ of International Trade 
ploym_ent and conditions of economic and 16 essential to perm1t of a greater_ flow of 
social pragress and develo-pment. trade between an ·countries. If theY are ·to 

"(b) for the expansion _of the producti-on, get out of the financial and industrial morass 
exchange arid consumption of goods, for the created by the war. 
achlevem.,nt and maintenance in all countries BRITAIN MUST EXPORT MORE 
of high and steadily riSing levels of .effective 
demand and real income, for the developmeilt 
of -the economic resources of the world, and 
for' the reduction of tariffs and other trade 
barriers and the elimination of aU forms of 
discriminatory treatment in internatiOnal com
merce. 

"(c) To avoid excessive fluctuations in world 
trade, and contribute to a balance.d and ex~ 
panding world economy.'' 

There is more of -a similar nature in the 
charter, but the foregoing gives a-general idea. 
of the purposes. 

No one cotild question the ideals, as set 
out above, but it is necessary to look at the 
~harter with some regard to facts. How for 
example, could Australia face "the · elimina
tion of discriminatory treatment" in respeCt 
to her sugar industry in competition with, 
say Cuba? How could the dried or canned 
fruits industry face open competitiOn with 
California without preference-which is dis· 
criminatory treatment? These are typical of 
hundreds of factors w}!ic~ vita~ly aff·ect ev_e.r~ 

The charter is very wide in scope, It deals 
not only with principles and practices relating 
to international trade, but also with those 
affecting national trade, and, . for this reason, 
it has led to keen debates among the dele
gates and also to violent critit.ism from. 
observers and the Press; In our own country 
we have interests which would be quite pre· 
pared to adopt a free trade policy, just as we 
have interests favorabl'fl to a high tariff policy, 
and interests dependent on preferential tariff · 
policies within the Empire. It is essential for 
our representatives to have due re.gard to all 
industries and intP.rests and t-o work for a gen
eral expression of policy in the charter which 
would- reasonably meet the needs of the var· 
ious interests. The same position applies to 
most countries. 

The dominating factor, from -an Empire 
];)Oint Qf view, may perhaps be summed up 
from a study of the trade position of the 
United Kingdom. Take 1938, the pre-war year, 
as a basis. Imports of goods amounted to 
£695 p:tillions. Expo~ of goods amounted to 

£408 millions, a trading deficiency of £287 
millions. Invisible imports (from shipping, 
insurance·s and overseas investments) ac· 
counted for £187 millions, but, with these 
included, there was a deficiency of £100 mil
lions. Imports to the United Kingdom from 
U.S.A. arl\,ounted to 16 per cent. of thP. total;, 
exports from the United Kingdom to U.S.A., 
seven per cent. of the total. It is very clear 
that the United Kingdom must improve het' 
export trade to- the U.S.A. if she is to main
tain the value of sterling, and if she is going 
to maintain the prewar standard of living for 
her people,. The Unite.d States has recognised 
this, and has offered the United Kingdom what 
are regarded as generous concessions in re• 
ductions of duty, which should lead to a 
greater flow of trade. A reduction of Empire 

·preference is being sought in consideration for 
these concessions. Naturally the United King
dom has referred this question to the Domin· 
ions, whioh are. mutually concerned. 

It is no secret that, among the preferences 
thus being brought under the consideratio~ 
is that of dried fruits. It has been said the 

-preference on dried fruits, canned fruits, meat 
and other commodities is being sold for con~ 
cessions on wool. This may be true in part. 
but there are many other factors to be brought 
into account. 

WOOL JNOU.STRY VITAL 
FirStly, there is the desire of the countries 

which grant, and receive, ·preference that some 
agreement for reduction of preference be 
reached. Secondly, is the fact that Australia's 
economy depends greatly on the wool industry. 
The war has seriously affected the purchasing 
power of many of Australia's wool-buying 
countries. New outlets are being sought, and 
a- potentially important larger consumption iS 
lo-oked for in the U.S.A. A reduction in 
the U.S.A. tariff on woor is regarded· as essen· 
tial to development of this trade, but so far 
no concession has been granted. Negotia~ 
tiOns for mutual conceSsions are still going 
on, and the result will be of .intense interest to 

- the, industry. 
I found no desire on the part of any Empire 

representatives-and I met not only Austra
lian, but British, Canadian and New Zealand 
and South African delegates-to abandon 
Empire preference or to give it up wholly in 
any commodity. They are anxious to retain 
the maximum amount of preference in an 
commodities, and are keenly negotiating to 
retain our primary industries dependent on 
preference in a position of stability. 

We can have confidence in their work on 
our behalf, and need have no fear that our 
live progressive towns on the Murray will 
become ghost towns or anything like it. 
We may have periods of concern and 

anxiety, I have kn-own them during the 36 
years I have been on the river, but I have 
confidence in the future and in the men wllr> 
represent us at Geneva. 

COOMEAU.A BRANCH OFFICIALS 
The following is the 1947/8 committee of 

the A.D.F.A. Coomealla Branch: President Mr. 
J. Bailey; Secretary, Mr. H. D. MacKay, Box: 
40, Dareton. Delegates to District Council 
Messrs. Bailey and MacKay. · Delegates to 
State Conference, Messrs Bailey and MacKay;; 
to Federal Council lli1;r. J. Murdoch. 
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The Activities of the 
.Quality of Fruit - Diversion of Part Australian Quota: 
to U.K. - Industry Brochure - Final Account Sales 
Differentials - Supplies of Sulphate of Ammonia 
Research - Frost Prevention - Prunes. · 

At the last meeting of the Board of Management of the Association a lette~ 
wa.s .received from the Commonwealth Export Control Board confirming ~e 
report in regard to the sale of dried vine fruits to the British Government at a 
flat price, irrespective of grades. Over the past three seasons the elements 
have been against the production of the high standard that has been attained 
previously, and cfue allowance has been made by theMinistry of Food in Lon
don. However, the need for the maintenance of the highest possible f.a.q. is 
real, not only to give Britain the best, but to be in the positioll of having quality 
fruit to meet all the conditions that might develop from the welter of uncer
tainty in marketing systems. 

In dealing with the matter, the Board of 
Management members expressed concern at 
the unfortunate series of seasons that had so 
.e-ffected the general appearance of the fruit, 
,but not necessarily the actual food value, and. 
~t was resolved that: 

(1) "In view Of the announcement from the 
Etxport Control Board that whilst sales to t-he 
United Kingdom are on a flat price for Cur~ 
crants, Sultanas and Lexias for 194 7 sea.son, 
grade values have been taken into account in 
determining prices to be paid Qy the Mlnist:ry 
of Food and grades shipped will be a deter· 
mining factor in prices for subsequent seasons, 
the Board recommends to shippers-

(a) To adopt su.ch a policy in allocation of 
grades· of fruit for the United Kingdom as 
will ensure the same high standards as in 
past seasons: 

(b) To adopt a system of grade variations 
in payment to growers as will ensure atten· 
tion and care being given to the production 
of fruit of the highest quality to maintain the 
reputation of the industry in exp.ort markets." 

{2) "That an Ex:port Grades Adjustment 
shall operate fOr the 1947 season to provide 
for-

,('a) An equitable adjustment between agents 
in respect to their sales of fruit overseas as 
between 'premium' and 'fiat price' markets. 
~his phase of the adjustment would correct 
anomalies created by any agent selling a 

- higher than average quota of his high-grade 
fruit in a market offering a 'premium' as 
against Agents who sold similar fruit in a 
'flat price' market. 

(b) Premiums for grades of fruit higher 
than the lowest grade shipped to a 'fiat price' 
market." 

"That the following grade p-remiums - be 
adopted for season 1947: 

'4-crown • 
3-crown large 
3-crown small 

and unsized 
2-crown 
1-crown 
1\I.F. 

5-crown 
4-c;rown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Pla:in 

C.urrants: 
over 1-crown £8 0 
over 1-crown £4 10 

over 1-crown £4 0 
over 1-crown £2- 0 

Basis 
under 1-crown £1 0 

Sultanas 
over 1-crown £8 0 
over 1-crown £6 0 
over 1-crown £4 0 
over 1-crown £2 0 

Basis 
under 1-crown £1 0 

0_ per ton 
0 per ton 

0 per ton 
0 per torr 

0 per ton 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 

0 per ton 

Lexias and Waltha"ms 

5-crown 
~-crown 

over 4-crOwn £2 0 0 per ton 
Basis 

" 

Branches in 

All States 

EIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE 

{4) "That all fruit delivered to A.D.F.A._ 
Packing Houses shall be received on the above 
conditions and all ,4gents shall be, bound to 
tb,e Adjustment." 

"That tentativ12 adjustments in accordance 
with the foregoing conditions shall be made 
when shipments warrant, with a final adjust
ment at the end of the season." 

DIVERSION OF AUSTRALIAN QUOTA 

In recent issues of the "Dried Fruits News" 
statements have been set out concerning the 

. diversion of fruit to the United Kingdom. The 
reas·on for the diversion of fruit that could 
have been sold here, with better returns to 
growers, is_ to keep faith with Britain in the 
contracts made with the Mother Country and 
to supply her with much-needed food. Those 
representatives of the growers, who have beeu 
given the power to make these decisions have 
been guided by the sentiments of growers, and 
some sacrifice iii returns has been made that 
ultimately effect returns. Acknowledgement 
of this gesture has been made by the head 
of the Ministry in London. And so a senti· 
mental act will stand us in good stead for the 
future. 

However, farm econo:rill.cs dictate a limit to 
such family gestures to the Motherland-and 
a bank pass book is not sentimental. The 
matter of just how far any grower can stand 
up to a position where he is place-d to forego 
some £'s a ton on a record low yield, follow~ 
ing two bad years, should be one of common
wealth Government policy .... to protect the 
grower, and assist Britain. 

To recapitulate. In- the early discussions 
with the Minister of Commerce it was pointed 
out -that Australia could consume some 27,000 
to 30,000 tons of fruit, but that the industry, 
on the estimate of some 64,000 tons would 
ration as in the two yea.rs previously. A 
figure was arrived at in the vicinity of 19,000 
tons for the Commonwealth. This estimate 
had to be made before final packs were in 
sight, and since then the crop has been found 
to be l-ess. 

~ 

The contract to Britain, on the 64,000 crop 
basis, was 28,500 tons-the basis of the con
tract being for surplus fruit, but the industry 
forwent its rig:Q.t under the contract and agreed 
to export some eight thousand more than the 
contract called for; This gesture to Great 
Britain meant some. £34,000 less to growers at 
a time when they had been through several 
bad seasons. The Commonwealth Government 
refused to join in the gesture by way of 
arranging to take its share_ of the duty to 
feed Britain. 

Now that the drastic salvaging of the crop 
is about com!"lete it is found that the estimate 

.. COMP~ .. LIMITE!:'; 
)'t ( 

. • ( ' 
fatABIJSIIED 1849 

WORKERS' COMPENSATION, 

Association 
that had to be made early, as the ba.sip of 
the contracts, P:as been some 6,250 tons out. 
The pos;ition arises as to whether Great 
I!ritain ~hal~ be cut from the 28,500 tons to 
some 23,000 tons, or whether the 19,000 tons 
reserved for Australian consumption shall ba 
f~her restricted to a figure Of "13,000 tons-
half of w~t, coyld be consgmed. · 

Reports from representative bodies of grow~ 
ers show that the desire is for the. food to go 
to :a.ritain, and this i~ t]!e will o~ the indgstr~. 

The following letter explains the attitude 
of the Commonwealth Government, via its 
Minister of 'Commerce; Mr. Pollard. In a letter 
to the chairman of the Dried Fruits Export 
Control Board, he states: 

Dear Mr. Gilbert, 

I have read with interest the contents of 
your letter ,ot the 28th August, 1947, with par
ticular reference to the· proposed distribution 
of the 1947 croP of drie5} vine fruits, and have 
noted the position in regard to production 
and allocations. 

I have als·o noted the action taken in con~ 
c-onnection· with exports, particularly to Canada 
and New Z-ealand .. 

It is my very .firm vie.w that the loss in pro· 
duction eStimated at 6,250 tons should not be 
borne alm-ost entirely by the 'United Kingdom, 
:namely bY the reduction of her allocation 
frOm 28,.500 to 23,000 tons. 

It would ap.pear that the Board could have 
re.viewed the Canadian allocation and ship
ments to that country in the light of the re
duction in total production, instead of assum
ing that the 1oss should be borne by: the United 
Kingdom. 

On the figures submitted in your letter of 
August 28th, 1947, there now seems no alter
native buf that the figure in question, namely 
5,500 tons, will have to b~ deducted from the 
Australian quota. -

YDurs sincerely, 
(Sgd,) R. T. POLLARD. 

Minister for Commerce. 

It Will be noted that the Minister makes no 
mention of any comP·ensatory assistance by 
the Government, and -this is a matter that is 
of concern, as a very substantial sum is involv~ 
ed, making a total sacrifice by growers as a 
gesture that should be borne by the natibn and 
not a section. 

The evidence is clear to the. effect that the 
Industry is not in the position to carry this 
sacrifice, in that the Prices Branch, aft"er full 
enquiry, into the position of growers; .gave a 
rise of some £12 a ton on local sales. The 
diversi-on ·of 5,500 tons of fruit that could have 
been sold locally at this increased rate will 
greatly nullify the intention of the Prices Com~ 
missioner ... to enable -,growers to cover their 
costs and make their normal prOfits. 

A conference of rept'esentaUves of the 
·statutory boards and the A.D.F.A. was con
Vened for the 18th September to deal with 
this problem. 

{This issue of the "News'' was. in the press 
at this date.-Ed.) 

INDUSTRY BROCHURE 
,, 

The secretary submitted quotations received 
for booklet surveying the Australian -Dried 
Fruits Industry. Several alterations were sug .. 
gested both in regard to the size of the boolr .. 
let, cover, &c, and- it wa-s decided to obtain 
further ql!_Otations for 5,000 copies. 

.. <' . 

Agents in 

All Districts 

STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 



/(tJSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEwS, SEPTEMBER, 1947 '" FINAL ACCOUNT SALES DIFFERENTIALS 
SEASON 1947 

Consideration was giVen by the Board to the 
question of Final Account Sale Differentials 
for season 1947 !!lld it was resolved: 

Currants 
4-crown over 1-crown £9 10 0 per ton 
3-crown over 1-crown £6 0 0 per toa 
2·crown over 1 -crown £3 0 0 per ton 
1-crown Basis 
M.F. :under 1-crown £2 10 0 per ton 

Sultanas 
5-cr.own over 1-crown £8 0 o per- ton 
4·crown over 1-crown £6 0 0 per ton 
3crown {)Ver 1-c-rown £4 0 0 per ton 
2-crown ov€r 1-crown £2 0 0 per ton 
1-crown Basis 
Plain under l·crown £2 0 0 per ton 

S-crown 
5-crown 
5-crown 
4-crown 
3-crown 

Lexias and Walth;i11s 
Sweat Box Hifferenfi..als: 

over 3-crown £6 0 0 
A over 3-crown £3 0 0 
B over 3-crown £2 0 0 

ove:r 3-crown £1 0 0 
Basis 

per ton 
per ton 
per ton 
per ton 

Packed Weight Basis: 
G-crown ever 2-cr and 3-cr £10 0 
5-crown over 2-cr and 3-cr. £3 5 
Seedless over 2-cr and 3-cr £2 0 
4-crown over 2-cr and 3-cr £ 15 
3-ciown and 2-crown Basis 

PRUNES 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 

For some time the Board of Management 
has been concerned at the increasing amounts 
of this fruit going to channels outside the 
Association. The shortage of supplies and the 
bigh prices that certain interests are prepared 
to pay despite the fiXed retail price appear 
to be the main contributing causes 

During- the Board meet!ng a deputation was 
received from the_ Griffith Producers' Co-op. 
Co. Ltd., Griffith, N.S.W., in which assistance 
was sought to combat the competition they 
are receiving from Non-Association interests. 
After a full discussion it was decided that no 
action could be taken in regard to the 194 7 
season, but that all hte;1'ests should bP invited 
to attend a confere-P ... ,.., in Melbourne -on Mon
day, 27th OctOber, 1947. 

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
Members stressed the fact that supplies of 

sulphate of ammonia were in exceptionall:l' 
short supply. It was DOinted out that the con
trol of fertilisers w-2 s ~c-w in the hands of 
the State DePartments of Agriculture a-nd 
that it would be necessary to make represen· 
tations to the Department of Agriculture in 
the various States. The secretary was re
quested to make representations to the Vic
torian Department of Agriculture on behalf 
of Victorian Dried Fruit Growers. 

Mr. Sumner has since reported that from 
inquiries made it would appear that even the 
two-thirds of the quantitY Of sulphate of 
ammonia handled by packers last year is not 
available at the moment, although the author
ities hope that it will become available hv the 
time it is re_quired for the different cropS. It 
would therefore, be a-dvisable for packing 
houses to lodge their applications with their 
normal suppliers, S·O that they will participate 
in any supplies that become available in the 
near future. 

Permits are no longer necessary for the pur
chase of this fertiliser, and oPen market con· 
ditions apply to the Purchase of nitrate of 
soda, blood and bone and pob.o:h. 

FROST 
It ~-f.!.s resolved "That the Association should 

purchuce from the Commonwealth Bureau of 
Meteorology, 10 copies cf -the Publication en
titled 'Frost in the Australian Region'.'' 

It was also decided that all A.D.F.A. 
Branches and Packing Houses b-e circularised 
to the effect that the publication was avail
able either from the Association at 2/6 per 
copy, or by direct application to the Bureau, 
and that a notic~ be inserted in the Septem
ber issue of "The Australian Dried Fruits 
:News" drawiBg attention to the publication. 

It was reported to the Board that the ADFA 
publication on Frost Prevention practice would 
shortly be available to growers. 

DRIED FRUITS RESEARCH 
A request from the Red Cliffs Branch ADF A 

that the Board should seek information re
garding the packaging of Dried Fruits in car· 
tons through the continuous. resear-ch service 
of Messrs. J. J. Berliner and staff, New York; 
at an annual cost -of $600 was consldered. "'. 

Mr. Malloch advised Board Members that 
much recent information had been obtained. 
by him on packaging during his visit overseas. 
and that this information would be available 
to the Dried F'ruits Industry in Australia. 

the information which would be <Obtained from 
Messrs. J. J. Berliner and staff could be mo·re 
economicallY procured through other- reliable 
channels. 

The secretary was instructed to obtain, 
preferably through the Australian Trade Com
missioner in U.S.A., samPles of Californian 
eartoned dried fruit, and as research data and 
general information was ·obtained from var
ious sources to publicise it so, that all who 
were actively engaged in the industry would 
benefit. 

GENERAL 
Other 'matters of interest dealt With are as 

follow 
On his return from Geneva, where he at

tended the Trade and Employment Conference, 
particularly in respect to Emp-ire Preference 
on Dried Fruits, Mr. Malloch was welcOmed 
and at the invitation of the chairm_an ,gave a 
resume of his trip overseas and the work he 
undertook at Geneva. His experiences were 
both interesting and instructive and Board · 
members were appreciative Of the information 
which he imparted. A report by Mr: MallocU 
appears in this issue. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
It was resolved "That Mr. E. C. Orton, Sen

ior Research Officer, Commonwealth Research 
Station, Merbein,, be invited to attend the
council meeting ap.d address delegates on mat
ters of interest to dried fruit producers." 

It was also- resolved "That Mr. L. R. East. 
Victorian Representative on the River Murray 
Commission be invited to address delegates 
attencl.:ng Fede-ral Council meeting in October, 
on the subject of 'The Utilisation of the Mur
ray Waters'." 

"C~DrOx"' Funglct(!e 

hEn Crops @W~ 

"SAVE THE FORESTS" CAMPAIGN 
A letter was received from the '~save- the 

Forests" Campaign, asking ·whether the ·As~ 
sociati'on could see their way to renew their 
donation~ · 

Board inembers were ·of opinion that the 
"Save The Forests" campaign _are doing ex· 
cellent work in connection with tree planting, 
&c, and it was resolved 

"That tl::e Association make the. 'Save The 
Forests' Campaign a donation Of £25." 
COMMONWEALTH PRICE8-VINE FRUITS 

'SEASON 1947 
The secretary reported that a letter was 

receiv€id from the. Price~ Branch, canberra, 
regarding the recent rise in fu·e p-rice- of vine 
fruits as affecting retailers, and that after 
consultation with the Associati-on they were 
quite satisfied that the rise in price had been 
effected in accordance with the usual practice 
of the Assot:;:iation. 

BUD SELECTION SOCIETY 
Mr. J. B. Murd-och rep-orted that this society 

had been formed and that -Articles of Associa
tion were in the c-ourse-of preparation.· When 
the Society is formally - constituted, it was 
their desire that ·he be· elected as .chairman. 
Also that the .A,.D.F.A. would receive formal 
notification in dt!-e co"!!rse. 

TIN PLATE-PLUM PUDDINGS 
Letter dated 6th JUne, 1947. 'was received 

from the Department Of Supply and Shipping, 
Melbourne, advising tAat the extremely diffi
cult situatio'n· as regards st-ocks and forwa!'d 
supplies of Tin Plate' pre"cluded the release of 
this material at the prese-nt time for: the pack
ing of plum _puddinis, but that we could be 
assured that restrictions will be relaxed at 
the earliest possible date. · -

JfiELII 

Spray w-i'th "Cuprox'' copper fungicidal spray and coritrol fungous. 

diseases of fruit, Yine and vegetable, crops. "Cnprox" -the 

modem replacement for Bordeaux mixture- is available in 

economical powder fonn ready for imm.ediale use. There;,a 

Vic, Dist.: 

no waste, fuss or bother with "Cuprox"- just add to 

water and stir. The mixed spray lasts indefinitely. 

"Cuprox" wets and sprends well. It can be used 

safely with lead r.::senate., nicotine, derris, oils,. 

sulphu!", lime sulphur, and D.D.T. sprays .. 

ff 

E
"l;D~LE 

I!CTIOil 
PIIOIIIICU. . .s.: ·~--" 

Whilst the Board whole-heartedly apprecia- RAMSAY & C ., p p E R 
ted the necessity for constantly obtaining and v 
eirculntlng data which would be of benefit tQC TREGAMOWAN LTD. F U N C 1 G I D A L c S P RAY IPl'·D"' 
all engaged in. the industry, it was felt that ______ ..:, _ _.. ____ ..:.,.:,.:_:.;:.,:..:.,;_:.:.;:,__:.,::...;:.;.:..; _________ ...;;;;.;.;.;,;._ 

!"<: 
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RK OF R EARCH STATION 

ide Range of Enquiries 
almost exclusively engaged in studying vege· 
tables and their problems.. Originally a war 
job, this work had its foundation in the Divi· 
sian of Plant Industry in Canberra. On land 
in Red Cliffs township, we now have the 
facilities for studying the :production habits 
of various kinds of vegetables for introducing 
and testing ·new varieties possibly suitable to 
our district. One important section is breed
ing and testing new varieties . and ·strains, 
principally with a view to developing disease 
resistance. In this connection it is interesting 
to note the poss.ibility of wilt resistant to· 
rna toes. 

(By A. V. lyo11) 
The staff of the .Merbein Station, depleted during the war, has now built, up 

to something, a little beyond its pre-war strength; and the new range of work, 
as applicable to production in the irrigated lands of the Murray, will no doubt 
be of interest to readers of the "Dried F mits News." 

Mr. Jolin "\Vebster, now with us for about 
three years, is bringing more regulari-ty into 
entomo-logical work. Many insects ·Of econ· 
omic interest to the district are being studied; 
and our growing entomological collection has 
added another interest to the laboratory at 
the station. The range of spray specifics is 
rapidly increasing, and the possibility of bet·· 
ter control of th~ apple moth will be examined 
when that p-est is again in plague numbers. 
·weed control by chemical sprays is being 
examined, and we hope to keep up-to-date on 
this question. Mr. Webster's third interest 
is the examination of the sultana bud. He 
llOW carries out the May examinations com· 
menced by Dr. Barnard, which supplies ths 
material for the first estimate of the coming 
crop. 

~he staff of the Merbein Station, depleted 
during tb,e war, has now built up to somethinb 
a little beyond its pre-war strength; and the 
new range of work, as applicable to production 
in the irrigated lands of the Murray, will no 
doubt be of interest to readers ~of the "Dried 
Fruits News." · 

The .Advisory Committee 6f the Station is 
comprised of representatives of the irrigation 
areas in which the Station has now; or has 
had, investigations of various inatters. At i1s 
first post-war meeting, the Advisory Commit
tee expressed the opinio'n that the major prob
l&ms, of the irrigation areas, and indeed their 
major concern, was to keep the soils healthy 
and productive. We recoid that all members 
of the. C.S.I.R. Executive, Sir David Rivett, 
Dr. Richardson, Dr. "White and Dr. Cluncs
Ross, visited the Station at various times in 
1946 ;· and gave. every consider(l,tiOn to the 
investigations sOl..1ght by- the Advisory Com
mittee; and to the staff and finance necessary 
to commence the wide range of wol'k which 
was considered advisable Very generous pro
vision has been made, and the responsibility 
is now -on the_ Station Staff to proceed viith 
the work and to see what they can make of 
it. 

With 01.1r r~1ral set-up, ther(3· is personal con
tact between the individuals we. endeavour to 
serve and the members of the Staff; and for 
this reason there is justification for personal 
reference when describing the work they ar<::l 
doing. 

RECLAMATION OF LANDS 

The oflicer-in~charge is mainly concerned 
with reclamation of lands rendered less pro
ductive by irrigation. Some of the settle~ 
m-ents have been drained, ahd in these re
c.Jamation problems are. minor. In others, in
cluding Nyah and Woorinen, Victoria; 
Curlwaa and Goodnight, N.S.W.; and Ren· 
marlc, Lyrup, and :p-ortions -of other settle
ments in South Australia, there are still draiu· 
age :Problems; and these are now subject to 
inquiry. Renmark, Lyru:p, and curlwaa, situ 
ated on the old flood plains of the MurraY, 
have very special difficulties. An innovation 
for these settlements will be -a pumping unit to 
remove sub-soil water from underlying san.d 
drifts. It . is known that this can be done, 
but it is important to ascertain the effective 
range in relation to the cost. Work in other 
settlements is somewhat similar to that of the 
Mildura district, the engineering problem of 
disposal of the water; and -soil investigations 
c-overing the devth and ·spacing of drains for 
the various soil types. There are also drain
age p:r<oblems in the irrigated pasture 
Jands of Cohuna, Swan Hill and the Riverina; 
but in these most of the investigation work 
is carried out by State officers, with the Mer .. 
bein Station assisting in a consultativ'3 
(~ap.acity. 

DRIED GRAPES 

The Principal Research Officer, Mr. E. C. 
Orton, has the responsibility for the work on 
the field and factory procuring of the dried 
grapes-. There. is always a continued interest~ 
in this work, as it so intimately affects the 
operations of the prodUcer and the value of 
his products. In the war years, limitations 
in the range and quantity of the materials 
~.nd substances available called for many modi
fications and adjustmentS and many of these 
are still with us. Exceptionally unfavourable 
drying weather has added to th-e difficulties;· 
and it has- been rather a triumph on the part 
of the growers to get so much of the :grape 
crop safely dried. The work of packing also 
has called for investigation and l'eadjustment:
and Mr. Orton has been directly _concerned 
with the diffi.cult task of making -the best of 
dried fruit not up to the usual standard. ThiS 
officer is also interested in the nUtrition cf 

·horticultural plants, defici_-encies of trace e-1& 
mats, their symptoms a!!d their applieat\dll. 

SOIL PROBLEMS . 
On soil problems, a new attack is now 

necessary; and r..1r. J. G. Baldwin, who came 
to us from the Division of Soils, has a long 
and .. difficult task ahead of him. The wedding 
of water and semi-arid land has brought prob
lems throughout the ages; and many of these 
are still with ~s. Chemical and physic,Jl 
changes ·are brought about by the use of irri
gation water. Some of the soils -deteriorate. 
the heavy textured soils often being less easily 
worked and less l}roductive. Also the con
tinued leaching to the drains is associated. 
with ch(:lmical changes, some of which are 
known to be in the direction of soil deteriora
tion. Those changes must be watched, by 
finding out the nature of the changes, their 
effect and their l'ate. Substances added as 
fertilizers also change soils, and over the 
years it is p.os-sible that corrective measures 
wm be necessary. Correct land use also .\s 
important, and- as the citrUs tree is a sens:
tive index for the relation of the plant to 
the soil type, it is plann€d for a commence
ment to examine and describe the range of 
district soil types on which citrus are being 

-grown successfully. Mr. Baldwin has been 
side-tracked a little by soil survey on which 
he has been engaged in connection with so1~ 
dier settlement, but is now in a position to 
give more time to the problems mentioned 
above and to the special work required ln 
the Nyah-Vloorinen district. 

WATER MEASUREMENTS 
Mr. Geori"e Clewett, who has been with us 

for about a year, is directing his interest to 
a class of work which has not p.revjously 
received continuous attention. Initial efforts 
are to study and modify methods of water 
measurement, and to get a more accurate 
definition of the quantities of water going into 
the soil, and the practical limits of inigation 
efficiency. There i-s much support for the con
tention that irrigation water is· applied far 
more copuously than is necessary; and having. 
determined the minimum efficient quantity for 
sound practical __ use, efforts will be made to 
alter present wasteful methods. Economy in 
pumping, and in time· is not the only concern, 
as it is known that some of the hannful 
chemical changes in- soil constituents are has~ 
tened by heavy applicittions. Naturally the 
design of the irrigation holdings, the irriga
tion dry out, and the drainage .systems must 
also be considered. This work has been ham
pered by supplY diflicultie.s, and by other ur· 
gent interests snch as the "Fl'ost ·Fan'' trhl; 
but the initial work in Mr~·Clewett's major 
engineering problems is now taldng shape. 

VEGETABLE STUDY 
Mr .. J. E. Giles, a long service member {)f 

the staff, has over the past few years been 

SOIL S,CIENCE 
Mr. s. F. Bridley -is a local graduate, the 

son of a soldier Settler of Merbein. Hi~ 
training and his interests are in son science, 
the rate and the manner by -which water 
enters soils; and the usage of the soil water 
by plants. The treatment of the more diffi: 
cult soils, and the method and dufation fer 
effective irrigation are part of the study. 

Now we come to our ·tWo- young Queens 
landers, both trained in :Botany, Mr. Alan Ant 
cliff, at present at the Waite Institute foi 
further study, is directing all his efforts to 
the problem of growth promotion. The us~ 
of synthetic hormones is gradually creeping 
into horticultural practices; and this branr;b 
-of plant work will receiye increased attention 
Mr. Max Sauer, has a major project in the 
study of the citrus tree. His commencement 
is to recoid the annual growth, where and 
how growth, blossoms and leaves appear, the 
age and persistence of the leaves, and root 
development. He is als-o interested in mineral 
deficiencies; and in the native flora of the 
:pastoral lands. These men, with assistants 
and clerical §'taff, have help from part-time 
officers ·in {)ther centres., In VVoorinen, Mr 
Polkinghorne is established as a necessa1·y 
unit in all the district bvest:i.gations, c.S.I.R. 
and State. In Moulamein, M:i. Jackson ha:: 
the responsibility o! seeing that the work.o:n 
irrigated pastures proceeds. Mr. Jack Se9· 
kamp, of Renmark, has recently joined the 
staff as a half-time ·officer, to assist in th.e 
-drain-age and other work. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
Finally, just look upon this note a-s a "news 

item", mainly indicating the directions bJ 
which we ho:pe to go. It is pointed out, also.' 
that the pragramme. now covers a very wide 
range of horticultural and soil science; at:(\ 
that we get from C.S.I.R. and State officers 
the co-operation and assistance that helps to 
quicken the experience. (lnd studies of the 
various officers engaged on specialised worl;::, 

RENMARK fRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPE~ATED LIMITED 
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for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 
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- Dried and l<Jres:li Fl'uit --

lf!MBF.R, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENER!AL MERCHANli'S 
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Victorian Dried Fruits Hoard 
M.F. Fruit-Drawback Fruit-Covering of V ebides

Frost--Graders-Quotas. 
A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board was held in Melbourne on 

. lOth July, 1947. ·Mr. Parker J. Moloney (Chairman of the Board) presided 
and there were present also: Messrs. F. M. Read (Deputy Chairman), S. R. 
Mansell, H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings, D. A. Cockroft and D. E. Barry Wood. 

DEATH OF MR. G. A. W. POPE 
Mr. Moloney referred to the great loss the 

industry had . sustained in the death of the 
late Mr. Pope and stated that, on behalf of 
members and staff of the Board, telegrams of 
.condolence had been forwarded to Mrs. Pope 
and to members of- the South Australian 
:Board. , · · 
- Members thanked the chairman for tlN 
action he had taken in regard to this matter. 

"M.F.'' FRUIT 
With reference to the previous Resolutivn 

of the Victorian Board (carried at a meeting 
held on f'ebruary 6, 1947), requesting that 
other Boards give favorable consideration to 
the introduction of uniform legislation em
bracing -"'M.F." fruit, Mr. ''·Moloney said that 
this subject had been listed for discussion at 
the last meeting of t4e consultative comniit-
tee. · 

The New South Wales Board was prepared 
to seek a:dditional powers prescribing a "manu
'facturers' quality" grade for each variety of 
dried fruits, but, as all Boards had advised 
the consultative committee that the existing 
arrangements appeared to be effectively safe-
guarding the position, it was decided that 
further action be deferred for the p.resent. 

DRAWBACK FRUIT 
Members gave. consideration to a request 

from Mr. A. S. P. Basey {Manager, Woorinen 
Fruitgrowers' Co-operative co. Ltd., Woorineu 
South) asking for a ruling in respect to issue 
of drawback fruit to those growers who hav~ 
lost either the. whole or portion of their crop 
this season owing to frost damage. 

It was a.greed that this request should re· 
Ceive sympathetic consideration and that Mr. 
Basey be asked to submit the necessary par· 
ticulars in respect to the growers concerned 
who were desirous of obtaining drawback 
fr:uit. 

COVERING OF VEHICLES 
The secretary read report by Senior Inspec· 

tor T. Walsh on his recent visit to Mildura 
and Nyah/Woorinen districts. SubsequentlY 
reference was made to the necessity of enforc· 
ing the Regulation prescribing that all vehicles 
used for the carriage of dried fruits must b~~· 
covered with suitable tarpaulin (or other ef· 
fective waterproof covering) to -ensure that 
the fruit was kept free dram dust or anY 
foreign substance. It was suggested that an 
appropriate advertisement might be inserted 
in the papers circulating in the dried fruit\3 
areas prior to next year's harvest. 

"'FROST IN THE AUSTRALIAN REGION" 
The secretary read circular letter which had 

been received from. the Central Meteorolo.gical 
Branch, Melbourne, relative to the issue of a 
publication entitled "Frost in the Australian 
Region." 

It "Was agreed that the Board sh-ould co· 
c:Perate with the Meteorological Branch by 
arranging foz: copies of the circular letter to 

be distributed to packing hogses and other 
interested bodies in districts which, in the 
past, had been severely affected by froat 
visitation. 

DRIED TREE FRUITS CONFERENCE 

The chairman reported that a Dried Tree 
Fruits conference had been held in Sydney 
on June 2, 1947, for the purpose of discussing 
suggested amendments to the New sOuth 
\\"ales Regulations affecting the :packing of 
dried tree fruits. This conference had con
sisted of members of the New South Wales 
Board, Department of Co:nmerce and A,o-ricul· 
tQ.re alftl New South v~:ales Dried Tree Fruit 
Packers who met in Sydney to consider a 
nu.mber of suggestions fer the improvement of 
the New South Wales Regulations which had 
beien received from packers and the Depart· 
ment of Commerce and Agricp.lture. 

Copies Of Report of "Oonference and also 
schedule setting out the proposed amendments 
had been forwarded to the Victorian and 
South Australian Boards for consideration 
prior to the next meeting of the consultative 
committee. 

The secretary supplied members of the 
Board with copies. of this report and schedule 
in order that they might have an .opportunity 
of studying the suggested amendments before· 
the next meeting of the Board . • 

GRADER'S 

Owing to the. restricted funds available for 
.grading costs this year, as tb,e result of three 
successive unfavourable seasons, Mr. Molouey 
said it had been necessary to carefully watch 
the position and to limit the period of the 
engagement of graders to a definitely pre
scribed time. Graders had, therefore, ceased 
duty with the Bo-ard as from July 2. 

REVISED QUOTAS-1947 

The following revised quotas for 1947, as 
recommended by the Consultative Committee, 
were agreed to, on the motion of Mr Barry 
Wood and 1\:Tr. Davey: Dried currants 40 per 
cent; dried sultanas 20 per cent; dried lexias 
and ohanez graPes 60 per cent; and 100 per 
cent for drled · prunes, peacb,es, apricots, net::
tarines·- and pears. 

PUBLICITY RESERVE FUND 

With reference to a recent rer::·· ~-:t by the 
· Victorian Board, that the South .c..astralian 

Board should transfer to the Publicity Com
mittee's General Reserve Fund the amount 
held by that Board on the 'Committee's behalf, 
Mr. Moloney informed members that the South 
Australian Board had now agreed to forward 
to the Committee the amount of £1,202/17/2, 
including interest, which had been held in 
a separate Reserve F'und by the south Aus
tralian Board. 

£1,200 of this amount had been in vest~d 
in future Commonwealth Loan bearing 3-& per 
cent interest and the balance had 'be€'u 

J 

Mr. J. B. Murdoch To Resign 
From Board Of Management 

At the last meeting of the Board -of Manage. 
ment f'he chairman, Mr. H. D« Howie, OBE; 
stated that he had received a letter from M~·. 
Murdoch indicating his desire to resign from 
the Board as from the date of the. Federal 
Council . 

In his letter Mr. Murdoch stated that his 
decision to resign came from several imPJr
tant reasons. A decisive one being that, for 
family reasons he. had· now to reside in Ade· 
!aidA. A situatiOn that meant loss of touch 
with the Co-operative Company which has wag 
closely associated with when residing in that 
area, and :Of which eompany he was director 
for many years, and the local ADF A branch. 

Mr. Murdoch further stated that, after 
twenty-five years' service as a grower mem
ber in the Board, he felt that the time had 
arrived for him to step aside. He hoped hi~ 
place would be taken by another South Aus
tralian. 

In expressing his estimate of the value of 
his association with the Board, :M:r. Murdoch 
said that it had been a quarter of a century 
-of experience that had meant a great deal to 
him. He paid a tribute ·to the chairman -at 
the Board. 

Probably the nicest tribute to Mr. Murdoch 
came when the members of the Board asked 
!Jim to re-consider his decision, and views were 
expressed that . his knowledge and ability 
shotild not be lost to the Industry in these 
changing times. 

It was resolved that Mr. Murdoch's resi.gna· 
tion be accepted with regret as from the date 
of the next Federal Council meeting in Octo
ber, 1947. 

credited to the interest account in the Com
monwealth Savings Bank. 
SUGGESTED APPOINTMENT OF FEMALE 

DEMONSTRATOR 
The chairman referred to a resolution ot 

the Victorian Board recommending that the 
Publicity Committee consider appointment of 
a capable female demonstrator for the pur· 
pose of instructing- chefs, cooks, etc., of hotels, 
hospitals and the like establishments in the 
correct .. method of cooking and serving dried 
fruits-particularly dried tree fruits. 

The chairman stated _ _that he bad submit
ted this resolution or the Victorian Board to 
the last meeting of. the Publicity Committee 
and ,although it was agreed that such an a_p
pcintment was highly desirable and should 
enhance the value of the Publicity Commit· 
tee's activities, it was felt that the cost would 
prove a severe tax on the Committee's 'present 
restricted :financial resources and it was de
cided to defer consideration of the proposal 
until such time as the committee was in a 
position to initiate the contemplated post-war 
publicity programme. 

CHAIRMAN'S PUBLICITY REPORT 

The secretary furnished members with 
"copies of the chairman's report, which had 
been submitted at the meeting 'Df the publicity 
committee held· in Adelaide on June 12, 194 7. 

SMALL FILM OF INDUSTRY 

M;r. Davey referred to a small film on th-3 
dairYing industry which was being sho1vn to 
pupils at a school situated at Cardross and 
suggested tflat the Education Department be 
approached with a view to a similar arrange~ 
ment beillg made for the dried fruitS-Industry. 

The chairman undertook t-o make the nec
essary inquiries in regard to this matter. 
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Official Organ of the 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
ASSOCIATION 

All reports, correspondence, t:tc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, Mildura, Victoria0 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73-. 
:UOIIUIIIIUIIIO"IIII"<IIIIUI<IhiiiiiiUUil;,tiiiiii!IIIUIIIUIIIIIIIUIIIIUIUIIlHII,;, 

E: All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to § 
S forward items of interest to the industry ~
S as a whole -for pUblicatioa in the ~'News." ~ 
= ~ 
H~~~;~···;;~~d·~···~~··h;~··th:t··~';;;;td··;·;~d~·············~ 

Her~s free¢om to him who would write; 
For there's none ever fea.red that the trutb 

should be heard, 
But those ;,;hom the truth would indite. 

Burns. 

MILDURA, SEPTEMBER, 1947. 

THE 40-HOUR WEEK 
Between the delight of the Trades Unions 

and the consternation of the manufacturer tho 
implications of the Full Arbitration Oourt'S 
judgment of the Hours Case on the primary 
producer has not yet bAen generally oonsid· 
ered. 

Undoubtedly, when the cheering has sub
sided and the leaders of secondary industry 
have gloomily accepted the worst, serious 
thought will be given to the added problems 
which the 40·hour week will bring to the man 
<ln the land, 

Throughout the hearing by the Court, con
stant emphasis was made by the opposing · 
_parties as to whether secondary industry was 
able or unable to stand a shorter working 
week, with minor regard t-o the effect that it 
would have on primary production, and al
though the case for the grower was clearly 
stated by those representing primary industry, 
the unassailable fact has been overlooked tp.at 
Australia has always been dependent for her 
Dlace in world trade on her primary exports. 
Even when this country become a powerful 
indusl.rial nation,- her primary }lroduction will 
still remain as an essential factor in her 
economy. 

We are assured that by giving the worker 
more leisure time he. will respond during the 
shorter hours of his working week to produce 
more than ever he did before. Whether such 
a hope will be achieved remains tO be seen, 
but what we are certain of is that methods 
of production as applied to secondary indus
tries are of little use to th"e grower when. 
confronted with taking in his harvest or at
tending to the demands which nature forces 
on him at regulai intervals,' be they daily or 
in season. No primary producer can control 
or defer the natural function which ripens 
his harvest, which calls for the milking of his 
cows and the shearing of his sheep; the. prun
ing of his 'trees and vines; the tilling of his 
••gOod earth." To delay in attending to ths 
inexorable production methods of nature 
spells irretrievable disaster, and to avoid dis
.ister the grower has ever worked hard and 
unremittingly, calling ·on outside labour when
ever the task is too great for him to handle. 

But the 40-hour week merely gives him the 
doubtful pleasure of working a little longer
and a little harder-for it is admitted that 
shorter hours in the factory will create an 
.even .greater demand for manpower, and the 
difficulties which the grower in the past has 
experienced m obtaining hired help will be 
·aggravated. If some of the more fortunate 
-and fortunate they will be, indeed-do ob
tain the assistance they seek, the. costs of 
extra pay for less hours. _of work confronts 
them. 

The Arbitration Court is of the learned 
opinion that the national economy can bear 
the luxury of greater leisure, and this means 
that the purchasing po.wer of the community 
can afford to pay more for ita- needs. If that 
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is so, and the. gentle _consumer will uncom
pla~ninglY meet the ·hiiher cost t:Or.liis_ f~d· 
stuffs from the income which the court 
considers is large enough to meet these added 
demands. then the .grower will have merely 
recovered his additional coSts. No recom· 
pense for his own intensified i3.bours will be 
forthcoming as part of his production expen· 
ses. 

But it would not be impertinent to suggest 
that the aforesaid gentle consumer will dis· 
likA paying more for his food, and will not be 
backward, even as in the past, in :Proclaimirig 
it with vocal vigour. And he may be nght if 
he complains that his additional leisure is of 
small use to him if he is called upon to pay 
more foi- the wherewithal necessary to sUS· 
tain him so that his longer hours from work 
may be fully enjoyed. 

It is paradoxical that one' section of our 
community may be ealled on to increase its 
efforts,.when a more fortunate section can ex
pect greater leisuTe. 

The problems which confronted the learned 
Judges during the long and tedious hearing 
of the case are appreciated, but they are small 
compared to the problems, particularly of ob
taining . manpower, which the primary pro· 
ducer is now called on to face. Indeed, his 
burden is too great for him to bear alone, and 
the Government must assist _with the utmost 
sympathy-both in regard to providing ade
quate labour when it is needed, and a just 
recompense for the added costs which, in· 
evitably, will be incurred. 

Proud as we are of the establishment of 
secondary industries in Australia. we must. 
not be blinded to the knowledge that our 
destiny as a nation is in the land, and the 
wealth it bears; neither must they who till 
the soil receive less recompense for their 
labourS than those who work by other means. 

Australian Dried Fruits 
Assn. - W.A. Branch 

ANNUAL ELECTION 
Nominations are called for three 

grower representatives. Messrs. Ander
son, Thorn and Watt retire bY effluxlon, 
of time, but are eligible for re-election. 
Nominations. :must be proposed and 
seconded by two members ~nd the can
didate must signify his willingness to 
accept office. Nominations close with 
the Secretary, Mr. A. J. Bishop 97 St. 
George's Terrace Perth, at 5 p.m. on 
October 31st, 1947. 

The qualification cf membership is "A 
producer of dried fruits, whose fruit is 
processed, packed and sold -under As· 
sociation terms and conditions and sub
ject to all Association rules and levies." 

Nomination forms may be obtained 
from the Secretary. 

L. THORN, C.hairman. 

"'"''"'''"'"""""""'""'''''''"''''''''''''"""""""''"'''''''''"""""'::; 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 

At the opening of the meeting of the South 
Austraiian. Board on 5th. September, the Chair· 
man (Mr. F. M. McMillan) extended a warm 
welcome to Mr. A- G. Strickland, M.Ag.Sc .• 
who had been recently appointed by the Gov
ernment to tl:!e vacant po.s;ition on the Board-11i 
Mr. McMillan S;tated that Mr. Strick1and~s 
technical knowledge and wide experience as 
Chief Horticulturist in the State Department 
of Agriculture, would prove of appreciable 
value to the Board in its approach to the many 
administrative problems. He assured Mi~
Strickland of the happy relations existing be· 
tween Board Members and he felt cPn1ident 
these would be continued. Other members 
supported the Chairman's remarks and Mr. 
Strickland, in reply, said he felt be was no 
~':ranger to them as on several occasions in 
the past he had attended Board Meetings by 
invitation. He expressed the hope he would 
be of some use to the Board. .In terms of 
the Dried Fruits Act, Mr. Strickland becomes 
Deputy Chairman of the Board. 

ROUTINE BUSINESS 

The agenda was a long one and, fn the main, 
the business of the meeting was of a routine 
character. Considerable attention, however. 
was given to establishing a method for the 
profitable disyJOsal of certain tonnages of suO· 
standard Lexias which were affected Qy vine· 
gar fiy. Mr. Senior Inspector Colbey waS pres
ent by arrangement and it was at length 
agreed to circularise all Lexia packers inform
ing them that a special permit would be issued 
by the Board for the Lexir- in question to be 
transferred after dehydration, to an Approved 
Store for seeding. They would b·e released 
to the manufacturing trade provided they con
formed to a selected sample to be prepared 
by Mr. Colbey. 

During the discussion, the Chief FTUit In· 
.epeGtor -of the Department of c-ommerce and 
AgricultUre (Mr. J. M. Davidson) with Mr. H. 
R. Tinney (Supervising Officer of Dried Fruits 
in the Victorian Brauch of the Department) 
paid a courtesy call on the Board and discus· 
sed· informally matters of a coronion interest. 

COMMONWEALTH ALLOCATiON 

Correspondence with the Victorian Board 
was submitted in the matter of further re
ductions announced by the Commonwealth 
Mininister for Comferce and Agriculture in the 
allocation to the Commonwealth market of 

-19,000 tons of dried vine fruit previously 
agreed to. The Chairman of the Victorian 
Board (Mr. Parker J, Moloney) had recom4 

mended d:l.n early meeting of· the Consultative 
Committee with a view to conferring with 
representatives of the Export Control Board 
and the A.D.F.A. Board members were 
unanimous in their view that a further reduc
tion in the allocation should be resisted. 
These views were noted and the chairman 
stated he would attend the meeting of the 
Consultative Committee which had been ar· 
ranged for 16th September. 

In regard to the delayed distribution of the 
Eighteenth Report of the Board," the Secret
ary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) stated that copies were 
not yet available owing. to congestion at the 
Government Printing Office, 

U~YMPlE PACKING PTY. lTD. 
MILDURA 

OPERATING AT 
MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS, OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

tP.C. BRAND 
QU AUT1: . FIRS'L 

Land and l!ISUl'811<:e Agents 
Sup?liers of Vineyard Recw'-, -- --!< 

P. MAllOCH, 
Manager. 
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DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

Chairman's · Report 
The usual informative report on the activities~ of the Dried Fruits Publicity 

was presented by the chairman, Mr. Parker ]. Moloney, at a meeting held in 
Adelaide.in June. The report stated:-

In view of the fact that dried fruits will be 
in short supply during the year, the Commit
tee has been confronted with much difficulty 

. iii arranging a programme commensurate with 
its resources which have been greatly limited 
as the result of three suceessive. bad seasons. 
It has 'been compelled, therefore, to design jts 
publicity activities rather than from a prospec
tive angle and, at the same time, to enlighten 
thP public as to why their demands cannot 
at present be fulfilled. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 

Since the committee's last meeting, supplies 
of the new eight-piece feature, (demonstrating, 
inter alia, the destinations of Australian fruit 
in response t9 the urgent food appeals from 
Britain and other parts of the Emvire) have 
been delivered from the _printers and stocks 
have been despatched to the South Australian 
Board and to the Committee's contractors in 
Sydney and Perth. Over 50 displays have 
been made in Melbourne and these have been 
weJI received by the trade and by members 
of the Grocers' Association. Window displays 
have also been made in New South Walo;s 
country districts and it is anticipated that 
satisfactory arrangements will result in fea~ 
turing these new designs in Adelaide at an 
early date. 

ITINERfl<RIES 
Mr. S .A. Rumble left Melbourne on the 

17th February, 1947, and proceeded direct *D 
Sydney for the purpose of sta.ging the Com
mittee's exhibits at the Royal Easter Show. 
Since finalising the work of dismantling these 
exhibits after the termination of the Show, 
he< has been engaged on general publicity work 
iu the Sydney metropolitan area and is now 
carrying out an extensive campaign In the 
New South V\taies provincial centres. He is 
scheduled to return to -Melbourne about th'? 
middle of July via the North Eastern districts 
of Victoria. 

mittee could only extend the existing con· 
tract for a further three- months, terminatin~ 
on 30th of this month. Further considera· 
tion will be given to this matter when th~ 
estimates of receipts and expenditure for the 
year ending 30th April, 1948, are being fin8.l
ised. 

SYDNEY FERRIES 
For reasons, as outlined above, the commit~ 

tee was unable to continue advertising tn 
Sydney Harbour and Manly Ferries. 

RE1SERVE PUBLICITY FUND 
The sum in the committee's reserve fund 

(on account ·of the Victorian Board alone) now 
stands at £4,270/9/6 (including interest). This 
amount wiU, of course, be increased in the 
committee's new financial year as the result 
of the recent decision of the South Australian 
Board to transfer its reserves to the Commj~
tee's general reserve fund. 

SALES TAX 
Advice has recently beeri received from the 

Taxation Department that sales tax on good::; 
purchased by the C~mmittee since the 15th 
November, 1946, has been reduced from 25 
per cent. to 10 per cent. -which, it is estimated, 
will result in a saving of between £200 and 
£250 per annum. 

FINANCIAL 
A report by the Auditor, State Audlt Office, 

Melbourne, dated 9th June, 194:7, on the 
books and accounts of the Dried Fruits Pub~ 
licity Committee for the year ended 3Jth 
April, 1947, has been submitted to member~ 
of· the committee, together with: 

(a) Statements of Receipts and Expenditur=
for year ended 30/4/47. 

(b) Balance sheet as at 30/4/47. 
(c) Replacements account for the year 

ended 30/4/47 and· Publicity Reserve 
Account for the same period. 

., 
COMMONWEALTH SALES 

Figures supplied by agents as at the 31st 
-August, 1947, disclose the following position: 

VINE FRUITS 

1947 1946 1945 
Tons Tons Tons 

Currants • ~ • • • • 2235 2716 3237 
Sultanas .•••.•• 5468 7292 8777 
Lexias .. .. .. 1265 1462 2033 

--- -- --
8968 11470 14047 
-- -- --

TREE FRUIT•S "' 
A pr!cots • • • •. • • 528 673 495 
Peaches . • .• •: r•. 210 249 427 
Nectarines .. ... 6 23 26 
Pears ....••.•• 76 81 185 
Prunes " .. 521 954 620 

-- -- ---
1341 1980 1753 

---

BURRINJUCK STORAGE 
BELOW NORMAL 

Owing to the P'osition at the Burrinjucl< 
Dam, the lrrigati.on Commision visualises 
the possi"bility of having to apply water 
restrictions like thdse fmposed in 1944-45. 

It is reported that the Burrinjuck and 
Wyannala Dams are holding less water tha11 
the Irrigation Commis-sion considers safe. 

Water storage is below normal levels be-
cause winter rainfall in the catchment areas 
has been below average. 

Jt was stated that restrictions will have to 
be applied if good rain does not fall in the 
summer. 

The Co;mmission, it is believed, is concerned 
whether the storage will increase enough to 
ensure adequate supplies for all requirements, 
including those of rice growers. 

The Manager, M.I . .Areas (Mr. H. Mallaby) 
said recently that the statement regarding 
the present storage is correct. 

There is visualised the possibility of havin.g 
to apply water restrictions on similar lines. 
to those applied in the years 1944·45. 

' 

Mr. F. W. Weston has bE!eu employed in the 
Melbourne metropolitan and outer suburbs in 
arranging the committee's new type of adver
tising material in grocers' shop windows. He 
also has screened the film of the industry in 
a large number of schools. "WARATAH" 

It is intended to utilise Mr. Weston's ser. 
Vices in cail-ying out an itinerary embracing 
the Western District of Victoria and certain 
South Australian centres-begin-ning· the mid~ 
die of July. 

SHOWS 
As all fruit had previously been ordered 

and deliver_ed before it became evident that Dl 
the 1947 season's crop would be very much 
reduced, it was decided to continue with the 
arrangements already made as far as tb.e 
Royal Sydney Show, 1947, was concerned and 
to sell sampl~s of dried fruits as in pre-war 
years. ~; 

SYDNEY ~ROYAL SHOW ![ 
Two exhibits were staged by the. Commit~ ~ 

tee's Publicity Offi..cer (Mr. S. A. Rumble), one M 
in the Government section of tile Agricultural l1 
Hall and the other in the Hall of Industries. U, 
Samples of dried vine fruits and tins of dried ~ · 
prunes were sold. at the latter stall, .showing 
a net. profit of £U.6/12/7, after paying ali" ex~ 
penses incurred in 'connection with the two 
exhibits. 

NEW FILM OF THE INDUSTRY 
On the 6th inst., advice was received from 

the Producer~in·Chief (Department of Informa
tion) that the P.hotograp·hy, sound and com~ 
mentary have been completed and that the 
film is now in the hands of Kodak Pty. Ltu. 
for final processing. This firm devotes only 
two weeks in each month to this type of work 
but the Department of Information has as~ 
sured the committee that the film vdll be 
available shortly. 

PRESS AND TRAMWAY ADVERTJ<SING 
There was no other course open to the 

<lommittee this year but to reduce press ad
vertising to the minimum-the total· amount 
of money allotted for this purpose being £276 
as aga::Inst £471 last year. · . - . 

Although-- a very favourable c-oncessiOn lll 

FENCING PRODUCTS 
THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netlmg, 

-~ barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are fi_lling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintaill maximum 

production for military purposes, i! has been found necessary 

to restrict vnre supplies to essenti11.l services. 

Distnb'utors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

cu.tomers may be &ssured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made wailable, and it> the meantime'ii 

will be realised that any inconvenience cau\l€d by the presest 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause, 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: 4 2 2 Little Collins Sl:reet, Melbo'il'Ji'!l< 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S. W. 

rate is aiiowed to the committee by the New .]~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;.,..,.,_..,..,,_.,.;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;,_,_,_;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;,_;;;;;o;;;o;;;;;;;;o;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;o;;;;;;;;;;;;;;J South Wales Department of Road Transport J 1 
· and Tramways. it is regretted that the <:om-
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Vine Growing In Switzerland 
A question on the National Quiz as to the acreage of vines in Switzerland 

would have failed even the keenest student of vineyard production. In that 
category we find Mr. Peter Malloch, recently returned from the Ge.,eva Confer
ence, where he represented the industry. He states his surprise at finding 
such a large area of vines in such a small country. The following description 
is not only of interest, but it is a tribute to the writer whose penchant for "find· 
.ing out things" is of great value to this country. 

Mr. Mal!och states : - · 
One thing which surprised me in going 

through Switzerland was the great area 
planted to vines. On making inquiry, I found 
that the aggregate plantings were aJ)prox:
mately 280,000 acres-which compares with 
129,000 acres of vines in· Australia. The whole 
of the area in Switzeralnd is used for wine. 
grapes, whereas, in Australia, less than half 
of the area is ~lanted to wine grap-es-the bal
ance is made up of drying varieties and table 
grapes. 

The annual production of wine in Switzer
land is 23 million gallons-practically all con
sumed locallY. Main production is a dry white 
wine, though some dry red is also produced. 
The annual value of the crop is £8 million. 

By comparison with Australian yields, this 
is very low. If we assume the Australian are::t. 
in wine grapes to be 60,000 acres-the yield is 
24 million gallons of wine-more than four 
tirn:'es the production per acre in Switzerland. 
However, it is probable tha.t Swiss statistics 
do not include the production of hom e-n~ '1d8 
vines, which is considerable. 

TERRACED VINEYARDS 

The greater part of the vineyards in Switzer
land is set out on steep hillsides-terraced 
from the roadside and rising at an angle as 
acute as 45 degrP.es to a height of 3,000 to 
4,000 feet, the soil is held on the terraces 
by a means of vertical walls of heavy stone, 
some of the walls being up to 12 feet in height 
---others 2, 3 or 4 feet. It must have hn"olved 
great labour, e:xtendirlg over --many years, t·:J 
build these terraces, and to level off the soil. 
There is no regular pattern-one terrace may 
have only a dozen vine-s ,another may have 
an acre or more. 

Vines ar~ planted 18 inches to 2 feet apart, 
and there is a a 6ft 2in :x 2in stake driven 
into the ground by each vine. The soil is 
washed away, and has to be replaced with 
soil carried in baskets up the steep slopes 
from the valleys. This is the most arduous 
task of the year. Vines are grafted on to 
-phyllo:xera-resistant stock. They are re
planted every 25 or 30 years. 

CULTIVATION METHODS 
The style of planting P.revents any 

horse or mechanical cultivation. Cultivation 
consists of a heavy turning-up of soil with a 
:pronged hoe in the spring, and three weed
jugs by hoe during the summer. Vines are 
sprayed with Bordeaux: for downy mildew five 
times a year, and with arsenate of lead for
vine moth once a year. Annual rainfall is 40 

inches, and is :;:~-;"ead over -summer and winter. 
The necessity :C:~r spraying, therefore, is ap· 
parent. Very little manuring is done. The 
land may receive a dressing o'f cow-shed litter 
once a year; the on~y antificial· manures used 
are rou.gh potash salts, and few growers use 
these. The cultivation, spraying and manur· 
ing are done by the men. Pruning, tipping, 
tying up of canes to the stakes and light weed
ing are done by women, who also do most of 
the picking. ' 

V-ines are pruned very heavily. The crown 
is about one foot ·high. Four spurs are left, 
each with two eyes. This gives 8 canes, and 
each cane produces two bunches of grapes. 
There are, of course, variations, but this was 
the main system followed. 

NO ACCESS TO VINEYARDS 
Free access to the vines is allowed du<~ 

ing the -growing period, but, from the time 
the grapes commence to ripen till they are 
fully ripe no one, not even the owner, is 
allowed on the vineyards. A day for com
mencement of harvest is fixed by proclama
tion, and only then may a bunch of grapes be 
-picked. The reason for this is that workers 
on the upper slopes have to pass through 
so many vineyards on the way to their own 
that they were tempted to, and often did, pick 
bunches of grapes on the way, to add to their 
own crops, The trouble could only be averted 
by the law prohibiting entry en the vineyards, 
as described. 

Whilst there are several commercial vine
yards, the great bulk-- of the vine lands is 
owned bY peasant workers ·or by mixed farm
ers to the extent cf an acre or less. The 
average holding works out at one-sixth of an 
acre. The owners work on the farms or in 
the towns, and live in the towns. F'or this 
reason, too, miles of vineyards may be passed 
without seeing a house on them. Th'e reasons 
for mvnership are apparently threefold-to 
keep the )Vorker occupied during his spare 
time and at week-ends (on Saturdays and 
Sundays the men are seen in the vineyards); 
to .grow enough grapes to keep. the family ill 
wine during !he year .(part of the crop is sold 
to wineries and part converted into home
made wine) and to keep his wife and daughter 
fully occupied with work during the week. 

It is very attractive to see the mountainside 
covered with :vines-to see the chequered 
allotments rise tier upon tier for thousands 
of fee't up in the air, but. as a national econ
omic asset, it is doubtful if the energy ex
pended is of it-eat value. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

.~-

MILD U RA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £143,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Manufacturers of ;ams, Marmalade, Cordials, f'ruit Juices, 

Tomato .and Worcester Sauces 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa {N.S.W.>: 

. -" 

All Classes pf Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assur~ Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at aii·Branches 

"Frost In The Australian 
Region" 

The C·ommonwealth Bureau of Meteor
ology have prepared a comprehensive 
and instructive ·publi'cation specially de
signed to meet inquiries on the impor
tant problem of Frost. 

The publication (approximately 15-0 
pages) which contains many statisti'cs, 
charts and tables, deals fully with the 
nature of frost and conditions under 
which it fo-rms; types of i-sobaric situa
tion in which frost may be expected to 
o-ccur; tabulated past histo-ry of fro-st 
damage; frost forecasting; organrsation 
for fr~st warnings. 

A.D.F.A. Branches and Packing Houses 
may obtain supplies from: 

The Secretary, 
Australian Dried Fruits Assc-cn., 

46 Queen Street, 
MELBOURNE, C.1. 

for re-sale to growers at 2/6 per cOPY'• 

COMMONWEALTH 
EXPORT CONTROL 

BOARD NOTES 
The following notes on current items of 

interest to dried fruits growers have been 
supplied by the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Export Control Board. 

CURRANTS, SULTANAS AND LEXIAS-
1947 PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION 

Owing to the losses which occurred during 
the Processing of rain damaged fruit after 
transfer from the racks to the packing houses 
the production this year· which in May last 
was estimated to be about 64,000 tons is now 
considered to be, approximately 56,000 tons. 
This reduction has involved a re-allocation in 
the quanities originally assigned to the Com
monwealth and the various oversea markets. 
Consultations are now proceeding between the 
Department of Commerce and AgriCulture, the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, 
the consultative committee of the. State 
Eoards and the Australian Dried Fruits Asso~ 
ciation in regard to this matter. In dealing 
with the amended allocations due regard is 
being given to the urgent-requirements of the 
United Kingdom. 

GENEVA C'ONFERENCE 

The late-st information received by the 
Board regarding the discussions at the Second 
Session of the Preparatory Committee of the 
United Nations Trade and Employment Con
ference at Geneva is that a draft of a charter 
for an International Trade Organisation was 
adopted by the Final Pbnary Session on 
August 23rd last. This draft Charter whicb. 
is still subject to many reservations recorded 
bY the various delegations at Geneva will be 
subinitted for final acceptance. or rejection 
at a meeting of the Representatives of the 
Governments of as many as 75 States which 
is scheduled to open at Havana on or about 
21st November next. The discussions on 
tariff·s and preferences aTe still continuing and 
it is not possible at present to indicate when 
they are likely jto terminate. 

OVERSEA TRADE PUBLICITY FOR 
AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 

.A-s the result of discussions between repre
sentatiVes of the Board and the Director of 
PubliC Relations of the Department of Com~ 
merce and _.Agriculture (Mr. C. R. ·chapman), 
regarding trade publicity overseas for .AuS· 
tralian Dried F'ruits, the Department of Com· 
merce and Agriculture has taken action for 
the producti-on of a comprehensive film ot 
the Australian Dried Fruits Industry which 
will sh.ow phases ··-such as cultivation, packing, 
gov:ernment inspection, transport and the dis
plaY: of the frl!it for the benefit of consumers . 

The film will be in. technicolor and will 
occupy the screen for about twenty minutes. 
When ·completed it will be released f.or public 
information· in the United· Kingdom and other, 
overSea countr:ies through the publicity officers 
of the DePartment of-·COmmerce and Agricul· 
tu,re. · · · -

In this way the film will constitute a form 
of "~restige" pUblicity for Austfalian Dried 
Fruits by keeping qw~ un~eJ;. p.9t!ce in QY~ .. 
sea p:a.ar~ets.. , ~ · --
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1'HE PROBLEM OF PREFEBENCE 
Pos·ition Analysed 

preference, but the force of circumstances
Britain's war·time obligations, ·her present 
.economic plight, her need for reduced tar:i,U~ 
in U.S.A. to balance her trade there-has 
necessitated consideration of the problem o! 
a reduction of the present preference rate9. 
There are many who argue that no conces 
sions of preference are necessary; that reduc 
tion of preference will lead to loss of trade 
unemployment and financial loss. The results 
of loss of preference in part, will be harmful, 
and our industry will feel it, in common witb 
many others in Australia and the Empire. The 
hardships caused, however, will be minor, com· 
pared with those being suffered by BrW.tin 
today-hardships which she is trying to sur
mount. The. problem of reduced preference 
must be faced, in relation to Britain's prob
lem with the U.S.A. 

T-o appreciate the significance of the trade 
talks going on at Geneva, it is necessary to 
understand something of the ·economic con
ditions in Great Britain today and of the trend 
of· trade in the immediate pre-war years, be
·cause they are closely linked with the problem 
CJf .Preference, as it affects 'gS. 

United Kingdom !mports Exports 
£ Milll'on £ Million 

~rgentine ~-6~ ..... : •• ,,.. 38.5 19.7 
Australia ~--... ; =--~ <"4: 71.8 38.9 
Belgium :<•-•: ~·"": """"; 18,8 12.7 
Canada • :--: •.• r..,.1 n.7 23.8 
'China . . :· ~: =~= =•-) 8A u 
Denmark . ..,., t• .: • ., 37.9 16A 
Egypt • ,- :~-.. - :• •: :·--., lLS 8.9 
Eire : .... ; ; .. ·: '"""' 22.9 28.0 
F'rance . , ........ :..,•: =-1 23.6 23.4 
Germany .• --~- -..,._1 30.1 26.7 
rndia and Burma ::o-1 55.9 no 
iJ!taly .... ; ,.., .. , 7.1 6.2 
Malaya . . . .: ·- ..... 12.2 1L2 
Netherlands ":"""": , .. , .. ~ 29.3 14.8 
New Zealand ': ... 1 :""~ .. : 46.9 19,5 
Nigel'ia :.-..l eo··· 6.3 4.5 
Norwa~ :......: ~1 '.· ..... lLO 7.8 
Poland • •: :-i.'i~.;:'f~; 9.5 7.5 
Sweden ,. ·' 24.5 12.8 -~ -: ... ·~· 
South Africa ·oo: ;. ... : U6 40.1 
United States • '"""1 118.0 28.8 
U.S.S.R. • _ ,_, , •• - 19.5 17.4 

--- ---
694.9 408.0 

These figures are exclusive of transactionS 
irr "'Old. It will be seen that there was a trad
ing""' deficiency of £286.9 millions. Part of this 
deficiency was covered by "invisible" exports 
-that is revenue from shipping and overseas 
investments, but, even with these included, 
-she drew on her capital to this extent. 

NATIONAL: SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
The cause of this drift in trade is attribut

able to the tariff walls erected against her 
by practically every country with which 
Britain traded. There was a world-wide 
movement towards national self-sufficiency
towards the establishment of secondary indus
traies to create a self-supporting economy in 
each country. It would have been natural 
for Britain to have reduced her imports of 
foodstuffs as she found her "eXport trade falling 
away, and there was a movement towards 
this. It is not, however, an easy matter to 
change a people fr.om industrial to agricultural 
occupations;· there was a plentiful supp-ly
in fact, an over-supply of foodstuffs in the 
1vorld, produced more cheaply than Britain 
could produce them, and the problem was not 
righted. 

Today, due to the ravages of war, the.re is 
a worldwide shortage of food. BTitain is in 
the position that she requires to draw 60 ]Jer 
cent. of her foodstuffs from overseas. PriCe.'3 
have risen to double {)r treble pre-war rate.s. 
and she is faced with. the Droblem of a doubled 
·Cost for these imports. On top of this, she 
lost, through frost, snow and ficods lai3t 
·winter, two million sheep; 30,000 cattle, 
270,000 of crop .('mainly wheat), 80,000 tons 
of potatoes-and capital losses amounting to 
£20 millions. Further, while Britain and the 
Empire alone stood against Germany and her 
allies, she sold the greater part 'Of her over-· 
'seas investments to buy munitions and planes 
-she has lost the income which previously 
helped to balance her trade. To add to her 
list of misfortunes is the tremendous loss of 
life and property, onethird of her homes de-
stroyed; factories and warehouses demolished 
and the greater part of he!! industrial machin.· 
ery and organisation disrupted. She. lost the 
greater part of b,er ship.ping fleet, and-revenue 
from this source has gone. 

RISING IMPORTS 
Despite these .handicapJ, the pe.ople of Brit

ain have exported goods to a greater value 
than in 1938, but, with rising costs of imports, 
this is not enough-her trade deficiency for 
Six months to June, 1947, was £300 millions·. 
She. must produce more-she must ·export 
more if ·She hopes to return to pre-war stand
ard of living:. The standard _of living in Brit
ain today is poor indeed-in housing, clothing 
and food. Food is the most vital problem. 
Granted she has an ample supply of carbo· 
hydrate foods, ~tmeal, bread, potatoes and 
othet~ vC~ ~ ~ Qyt sha is sadly 

lacking in meat and other protein foods, in 
butter and Other fats and in fruit and semi
luxu,ry goods. One has to live in London or 
any other of the large cities, or d:raw a week's 
ration of food to appreciate how badly off the 
people are. By comparison with our standards, 
conditions in Britain could only be described 
as wretched. This is the condition of a people 
which has to produce 75 per cent. more goods 
than in 1938, to :get back to conditions of liv· 
ing as they were in 1938. The suirit which 
enabled them to stand against ihe armed 
strength of Germany, to withstand bombing 
attacks and heavy losses is still in the British 
peoJ}le, and, by a combination of wise leader· 
ship, science, finance and understanding bci'
tween employer and employee, they will rise 
to the task required of them. 

They look forward to the day when, having 
achieved increased production, they will re· 
quire to find markets for their goods. The 
t:rriff barriers ere.cted before the war are sti.ll 
there, and Brita.in realises they must be re
duced. Her greatest supplier is the U.S.A. 
--one of her great needs is to Secure access 
to the U.S.A. market with manufacturers to 
balance her trade. U.S.A. has {)ffered her 
what are regarded as generous concessions in 
reduced tariffs, to enable her to secure this 
trade, but part of the ·consideration is a re
duction· of Empire Preference, 

PRESENT DAY CONDITIONS 
·In the early -days of the war, when Britain 

sought and received assistance under Lease
Lend from the U.S.A., a condition ·Of the help 
:giveh was that Empire Preference be reduced 
or eliminated, having regard to existing obliga
tiOns. U.S.A. is now demanding fulfilment 
of these obligations, and it is these conditions 
which have led to the discussions on Prefer
ence at Geneva. Britain has properly recog
nised that the Dominions who receive and gt"ve 
Preference are partners in the problem, and 
so the Dominions are involved in the discus
sions. Empire representatives have adopted 
a firm attitude in respect to eliminating of 

AUSTRALIA'S PROBLEM 
Australia has a greater problem than PrefP-l'

ence to face. If reference is· made. to th€ 
tabulation of imports and exports earlier ill 
thiS statenient, it will be seen that our exports 
to U.K. were. 71.8 millions, and imports, 38.9 
millions. It will be evident that we -must b€ 
prepared to import more goods from Great 
Britain and less from U.S.A. than we hav€ 
dOiie in the past, and conditions must be ere 
ated which will bring this about. If the 
Empi:t;e were willing to co-operate whole· 
heartedly with Britain, sharing resources and 
privations to a greater extent than has been 
done in the past, there would be a resurgenc€ 
:O·f po.wer in the Empire, of which we would 
be proud. Our heritage of the past, our ob· 
ligation to the future, demand such a policy, 
and it is encouraging to see steps being taken 
to this end bY our present Government an(l 
the leaders Of other Dominions. We should 
do all in our power to encourage. and foster 
such a development. 

In facing the possibilities of ·a reduced 
Preference on dried frUits, growers must take 
all factors into consideraiton, and may be 
assured that our representativ·es are fighting 
hard to retain the maximum degree of ths 
existing prefe:rence, and the representatives of 
other Dominions concerned are With them in 
debates. Vle must only hope for a favour
able outcome,- and the results should not be 
lop.g delayed.-

FOR FRUIT. \liNE AND VEGETABlE GROWERS 

• 

I.C.I.·researeh has developed a wide range of dependable 

plant protectiOn products to help you grow quality erOFS 

that will market at top prices. Ask for these pndncts 

by name when next ·you order from your suppliers. 

VIC •. ,Distributors, 
RAMSAY & TIIEGANOWAN lTD, 



I 
I, 

li 
I; 

f 

:w AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRIDTS NEWS, SEPTEMBER; 194/" 

The Construction Of Concrete Septic Tanks 
(By H. B. Limoln, A.M.U:., Aust.) .\2) Though, this diagram has been approved 

b§'the Oommis·sion of P.ublic Health; any coun· 
cil is entitled to refuse permission to install 
a tank of this design if the council considers 
the tank unsuitable for the purpose for which 
it is proposiq to be used, or insufficient in 
size:. the means proposed for the disposal of 
of the tank effluent not suited to local condi· 
tions; that it is not desirable that septic tanks 
should be installed in that portion of its muni
cipal district; or for any other reason which 
the co"!:!ncil considers sufficient. 

~l?-e installation of sewerage schemes in so 
many country: centres has made the general 
public more conscious of its advantages, with 
the result that pe-ople in localities where com
munity systems are not practicable are in
teresting themselves in household septic tank 
construction. 

The- system illustrated together with tb,e 
working particulars have been supplied by the 
,Victorian Health Department, and this illus
tration, with the simple constructional details 
outlined hereunder should make possible ""o 
the average householder the cousruction of a 
sewerage system that is efficient and perman
ent, and well within his capabilities and 
means. 

CONSTRUCTION OF TANK 

The tank may be constructed of reinf'orcerl 
concrete with 4-in walls and bottom ·or unrein
forced concrete of 6-in thickness. The former 
is preferable. Should unreinforced concrete be 
used, the bottom is extended 6 inches beyond 
the walls, and slightlY thickened under the 
walls. 

In the reinforced tank, !_-in. steel rods are 
arranged and tied to form a mesh_ 9 inches 
apart each way. The rods from the base are 
bent to extend into the walls, and those fr-Om 
each wall extending into the .adjoining walls. 
Where joints are necessary, the rods are over
lapped 10 inches and tied with wire. 

The base of the tank i'S constructed first 
on a firm foundation with the rods placed in 
the centre of slab and bent to extend into the 
centre of the walls. Timber or steel. forms are 
placed for the walls as soon as the concrete 
in base is strong enough to work on. Outside 
fo:rmwork for the walls in some s-oils is not 
necessary, but care is requ'red that the full 
thickness of concrete is obtained and that it is 
not contaminated with soil from the walls. 

The formwork is stripped after seven days 
and the inside surface roughened as a keY 
for the cement rendering. Provision for outlet 
and inlet pipes are made as the concrete is 
being placed for the walls. 

The Health Depnrtment recommends that 
the inside of the walls should he rendered 
·with ~ inch of cement mortar, using a mix· 
ture of three parts -sand to one of cement. 
This should be done in two coats and after 
the walls have been .moistened. The first coat 
is dashed on rather than trowelled on to the 
walls and· is left with a rough Surface, to be. 
followed after two days with the final coat, 
the surface being trued and trowelled during 
this operation. 

The top of the tank should be reinforced 
concrete slabs 3 inches thick by 1 ft. to 1 ft. 
6 in. wide, rebated ·at the edges to make a 
good fit and laid across the tank without mor~ 
ta.r. A solid concrete top with manhole js 

inadvisable for a small t~nk, as cleaning ou.t 
sludge is difficult unless the whole top of 
tank is removable. -· 

The scuin board in the tank may be made 
eithC:r of concrete, slate slab or red ·pine board. 

Qu~ntities Large tank 'Small tank 
Screenings or gravel 64. cubic ft 44 cubic ft 
Sand 52 cubic ft. 37 cubic ft 
Cement 20 bags 14 bags 
!-in. steel rods 1 cwt. i cwt. 

These quantities are for walls and bottom 
of 4-in. reinforced concrete and top of 3-in re
inforced concrete, using a mixture of f.our 
parts screenings -or. gravel, not exceeding i 
inch in size, two parts of sand, and one part 
of cement, also for 3in. cement rendering of 
inside of tank, usin.g a mixture of three parts 
sand to one part .Qf cement. 

NOTES ON ,SEPTIC TANK OPERATION 

Disposal of Effluent 

The means to be adopted for disposing ot 
the tank effuent must be decided in an cases 
in accordance with local conditions. The 
subsoil absorption system shown in the dia
gram is suitable for cases whe.re the s.oil is" 
reasonably well drained and ample in area; 
such as on farms. 

It is not suitable for .use with tanks serving 
premises .on small· allotments hi town areas, 
and the general installation of sniall septic 
tanks in such areas is strongly discouraged. 

F!or a system serving W.O.'s and urinals 
only, the total length of absorption drain 
needed may vary from about 10 feet per per
son for a porous sandy s-oil up to 40 feet 
per person for a heavY clay soil, while where 
htluse drainage is also treated the ran.ge may 
be from 25 feet to 100 feet. 

The absorption drains should be carefully 
graded to a very s:Ught fall, the maximum 
being about 6 inches per chain in sand, and 
ranging down to 2 inches per chain in heavy 
clay soil. 

Two lines of drain may be. used instead of 
three, and by means of stopboards in the diS· 
tributing pit, the effluent should be admitted 
to the lines alternatively, so that the soil sur· 
rounding the drain not in use may have an 
opportunity to dry out and become aerated. 

Deep soak-pits penetrating a sand or gravel 
bed are not advised, as they frequently beeome 
chok_ed, and it is then difficult, dis~.greeable, 
and expensive to clean them ·OUt. 

The discharge of septic tank effluent into a 
street or other drainage channel or into any 
watercourse. or body of water is illegal. · 

GENERAL I-NFORMATION 
(1) Before installing any septic tank the 

ap~roval Of the local municipal council must 
be •obtained, plans being submitted and 8,ppli· 
cation made on the form prescribed in the 
Septic Tank Regulations 1932. 

SEPTIC TANK SYSTEM 

(3) A septic tan~ alone does not completely 
purify sewage. It removes from the -sewage 
the hea,Vier p~rticles Qf insoluble matter which 
collect at the bottom of the tank as sludge, 
and also the particles lighter than water 
which float on the surface as scum. Ths 
solids· in the slJidge 8:Te partly -liquefied and 
gas.fied bY the action of bacteria, but more 
than half these s()lids remain· in. the tank and 
must be removed, every ,few· ·years, together 
wit~ the scu,m. 

The solids in the scum are only very slowly 
liquefied, and therefore the formation of a 
tb,icJr scum is gndesirable. 

Unduly rapid scum formation can often be 
c.Qecked by placing on, the surface of the scum 
a large nup1ber ,of d,!lng-worn;ts or earth· 
worms. 

When a septic tank is cl-eaned out, a few 
gallons of :Sl!J:dge shou1d be left in the. bottom 
of the t~ to re-seed it with bacteria. 

r('4) There is no reason why all the foul 
drainaie frop:a, a dwelling should n-ot be treated 
in a septic· tank, provided that the tank is 
made sufficiently large and that land of suit
able quality ~d sufficient area for the disposal 
of th,e ·larger voll.!me of effluent is available. 
It is desirable to pas-;; drainage from a kitchen 
sink through a grease-trap bef:ore admitting it 
it to the sewer, as grease is liable to clo.g 
the sewer and increase the rate of scum for
mation. 

(5) Before Il_utting tank into operation, it 
ehould be filled with water and, if ripe sludge 
frori:i an operating tank is available, one or 
two buckets -of this material should be placed 
in the. timk. If i-ipe sludge is D.ot available, 
a handful of sla,ked li!I!e placed in the W.G
twice a:· week for two or three weeks will 
b,asten fe:rmeiitation. J'he placing of dead 
animals in the system is of no advantage, 
rather ca~sin~ offensive odogrs. 

WARNING 
Disinfectants must on no· account be admit

ted to a septic tank;" a,s they kill the bacteria, 
and the tank then quickly tills with sludge. 

Solid refuSe, rags, ·&c., must not be placed 
in the W. C. or -other fittings conne.cted to 
the tank, as they may block the · drain, and 
will in any Ca,se help. to fill up- the tank. For 
tlie same reason 'sanitary paper· Only should 
be" used in the w:c. -

SUITABLE FOR FARMHOUSES OR OTHER PREMISES WITH CONSIDERABLE AREAS OF LANO 
AVAILABLE FOR-DISPOSAL OF EFFLUENT AND FOR THE USE OF-NOT MORE THAN 10 
PERSONS, FOR W. C. DRAINAGE ONLY. 
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DRAIN-DIGGING 

MACHINE TESTED 
\,.". On his horticultural block at Merbein, 

Mr. w. Allen recently demonstrated a drain 
digging machine to a gathering of growers, 
~rainage contractors and engi'neers. 

Mr. A. G. Lawson, ·an engineer from the 
;state Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 
said that the machine put "down drainage 
pipes better than this could be done man
ually. He tested the grades of the pipes , 
at si'x points and found that the machine 
had done a perfect job. 

Digging a six-foot trench between the vines, 
the machine -makes it possible to put down a 
cllain of P:iPes every hour, at the fuel cost 
of one gallon of petrol. Working at high 
speed, a man would take 12 hours to do the 
-same amount of work. · 

After the demonstration, Mr. R.'-'Richings, ca 
drainage contractor from Renmark (Sout11 
Australia), said the machine was a "miracle." 
It did a perfect job effortlessly. 

Mr. F. Woodberfy, a local drainage contrac
tor, said that in his 12 years• experience he 
had never see minything like it. It would 
rev-olutionise horticulture· in this and other 
:Australian dried vine fruit producing areas. 

Mr. Allen, who was visibly over-joyed with 
the announcement of the State Rivers en
gineer, said; '_'I'm glad that it was successful. 
It has meant a lot of hard work, and the. first 
ma:chine I made was_ not 100 per cent.- suc
'cessful. But my wife and Mr. D. C. Winter~ 
bottom, the manager of the Mildura Co~-opera· 
tive Fruit Co., always encouraged me. Ancl, 
after all, that is where any encouragement 
should have been given for something that 
was going to solve one of the district's tough· 
est problems." 

Mr. Allen added that he did not want to 
make a fortune out of his machine. He wanted 
the growers to benefit. Digging trenches for 
drains was work only fit for a horse. 

NOT COMPLICATEOa> 

In reminiscen-tl:'· vein, he said that he first 
thought of making a machine when he bou.gbt 
another fruit block at Merbeiu. He admitted 
that he had been growing fruit for many 
years but had always been a one to "tinker." 

Mr. Allen said that the machine was not 
complicated. It had been built from the. parr.s 
of a Bren gun carrier and bits and pieces from 
old motor cars. It had been patented, and 
already local manufacturers h? .. d expresserl 
t1Jeir interest. 

He ·110Ped that the machine would soon be 
in the hands of the manufacturers, as a means 
not only -of making the ·lot of the grower 
lighter but of winning every Ounce from the 
soil to help the Mother Country through the 
food crisis. 

S.R. & W .S. COMMISSION , 

Forty-first Annual Report 
Investigation surveys and designs were 

continued during the year for extensions to 
t~e irrigation channel system to serve the 
westerly portion orf the Murray Valley, it has 
bel.:ln reported in the 1945-""6 annual report of 
the State Rivers and Water .Supply Com
missiQn. 

Designs and plans were prepared for about 
150 miles ___ of irrigation channels, involving the 
excavation of 640,000 cubic yards of earth
works and some 700 channel and control struc~ 
tur-es and road and occupation crossings. 

Considering the Government's proposal ito 
acquire some 60,000 acres of the best land~ in 
the Murray Valley District for soldier. settle
ment purposes, an investigation has b-een made 
of the effect that the closer settlement of this 
area would have on the design, construction, 
and operation Of the channel system, the· ie· 
port disc lased. 

The design of the irrigation system had been 
made- with the drainage of the whole district 
in view, and investigations had shown that the 
drainage system will evolve some 275 miles 
of drainage channel. 

MERBEIN AND RED CLIFFS 
Owing to dry conditions, irrigation in both 

districts oommenced in August, 1945, and a 
"frost" irrig<:ttion to reduce liability of vines to
frost damage was given at R(-d Cliffs from Sep
te-mber 21, to September 26. 

water was made available for six irrigation~?. 
in both districts, but because of early autumn 
rains, limited areas only were watered at the · 
latter end of -the season. These rains seri
ouslY affected both the quality and quantity of 
the diled fruits crops through mould in the 
fruit and delaying harv·esting. -The quantity 
. harvested at Red Cliffs and Merbein was 48,897 
tons, which was slightly higher than the pre
vious relatively low year and only two-thirds 
of the record year 1939AO. 

The Commission is endeavoring to develop 
a suitable meter to measure deliveries to vine
yards w1th a view to installing such meters on 
all holdings and charging f'Or excess water on 
a quantative basis, it was explained. 

The Murray Valley district has been extend~ 
ed to include the are-a for which water will be 
available and which the Commission proposes 
to reticulate with ch~mnels for irrigation pur
poses. The area of the district is 269,312 
acres, of which 103,200 acres were cmoplied on 
a one-in~four basis with water fc:- · · ··---~bn 
during the year. 

Irrigati-on development in the I\:lmr::,y Valley 
is on a high £tandard and landholders are tak
ing parUcular care to have their lands proper
ly prepare<! to receive water. During the year 
L6ff0 acres were surveyed by the Commission 
fo'r landholdns and designs for the layout of 
t'be are3s have been prepared for them. This 
has proved of great assistance both to the 
landholders and the Commission, the report 
added. 

'"! 

-,.,.~"' :n: 

The Late Mr. G. A. W. 
Pope 

Board members learnt with regret d 
the death in June last of Mr. G. A. w. 
Pope, Chairman of the South Austra
lian Dried Fruits Board, and desired tc 
place on record the outstanding ser
vices rendered by Mr. Pope to the 
Dried Fruits IndustrY since his ap
pointment to the Board. Mr. Pope was 
a keen advocate tor Dried Fruit 
Growers' Interests and his loss will be 
severely felt. 

ILLEGAL PURCHASE Of DRIED 
APRICOTS 

The purchase. of 20 lbs. ~f ungraded dried 
apricots at the- Sydney Fruit Markets led to 
the conviction of Robert Wybrow, Fruiterer 
of Miranda, for the contraventi-on of the pro
vision of the· DTied Fruits Act 1939, at thE'!! 
Kogarah Police Court on July 10, 1947. 

Inspector c. N. Hall, on behalf of the Board. 
stated that he- questioned the defendant re
garding 11 lbs 0-f dried apric-ots found in his 
shop. The defendant admitted he had bougllt 
20 lbs of dried apricots in a sugar bag at the 
Fruit Markets from a motor lorrY driver. This 
man mentioned that he brought the apricots 
from the Griffith district in his lorry. 

Defendant pleaded guilty and was fined £3 
with 8/- costs. 

!'IIORE EGYPTIAN VINES 
Intent on developing a, native wine industry. 

the Egyptian Government is doing all it can to 
encour.age the extension of viticulture. Statis• 
tics publi-shed by its Ministry, of Agriculture 
reveal that at the end of 1946 the area planted 
with vines totalled 112,000 feddans, as against 
only 3,000 feddans in 1930. In the coming 
year the Ministry plans to distribute a further, 
three-quarters of a ·million vines. A feddan, 
by the way, is 1.038 acres. 

-,,,,_ 

BIRD SCARER 

AVAILABLE 
The Bird Scarer which was demonstrated 
successfully last season is now in pro
duction and growers,. who are interested 
are advised to communicate with the 

MILDURA CO-OI'ERATIVE fRIDl 
CO. LTD. 

who have a number available. 

The Work of the River Murray Commission 
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The Riv-er Murray and its tributaries, form by far the .largest river syste-m in Australia, and indeed one ,·of the 
greatest in the world. The catchment extends over an area of 414 000 square miles or about one sixth of the whole 
Australian continent. The length of the-Murray from its mouth to its source is about 1,600 miles. The Darling is -1760; , 
miles in length, the Murrumbidgee is 1050 miles and the Goulbnrn. another important tributary of the Murray, is 280 miles. 

Following an interstate Roya~ Commission in 19{12, a very interesting report was prepared .. concerning the censer .. 
vation and distribution of the waters of the Murray and its tributaries -for the purposes of irrigation, navigation and 
water supply." Following ibis report, the River Murray Commission was ratified' by the Parliaments of th.e Common
wealth and the States of New South Wales, Victori-a and South .Australia in 1915. . 

Since its inception, . the River Murray Commission has done very sound work, including the Hume Dam, the Yarra.
wonga Weir, Lake Victoria storage and the Murray ·Mouth BaiTage-S and the locks and weirs system on the lower portion 
of the River. - · · ' ' -

~ll works authorised un<ler the-1934 amendment of the River Murray Agr€ement has been carried out, the· :to~ ~t 
of their construction being just under £12 milUon, almost half of which was spent on the Hum~ ReservQi!':• , --- --

_The. sketch r:·_·ove shows th-e profile of the River lVIurray- works~ :.._--~·- - ·- ~ 
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A Day at Mildura A.D.F.A. FEDEitAL. 
COUNCIL MEETING 
The !94 7 Federal .Council meeting 

An Australian Industry Built 
on Empire Preference 

of the A.D.F.A. will be held at Board 
Room, C. I :A., Flinders Street, Mel
bourne, commencing on I uesday, 
October 28th. 

----
GUEST SPEAKER AT fEDERAL 

COUNCIL 
(By Colonel Charles Ponsonby, T.D., M.P., Chairman of British Empire 

l'mduters' Orgamlsat.ion) 

Mildura is about 350 miles from Adelaide. 
South Australia. The plane was half-an-hour 
late. I was met at the aP-rodrome and led, 
l)ke a lamb to the slaughter, to a civic recep
Uon. This unexpeeted honor to the House of 
Commons was not alleviated by the tempera
ture, which was about 102 degrees in the 
shade. Anyhow, the opportunity afforded bY 
a visit from the State Minister of Decentrali
sation, a very capable member of the Labor 
Party, and the arrival of an English M.P .. 
was taken to throw a recepti-on out of com
pliment to the HOuse of Commons. After 1 
had made a whispered referenCe to a grease 
spot to the Shire President everybody gladly 
took off their co~tc:. 

By great go.,d fortune I had been reading 
in the plane the history of this remarkable 
place. It is a fine history of pioneering, of 
perseverance and of courage. Throw your 

. minds back about sixty years to 1880. Imagine 
a desert of red, sandy loam-part of a hug-a 
sheep run with many rabbits. The only water 
is the river, the great Murray River, about 
1500 miles in length~ The only access io the 
place was then. by steamer on the river, and 
there was no idea of a railway or anything 
else-why should there be when there was 
nowhere to go ?-6f course, one could gG by 
the -old trail for 370 miles from Melbourne, 
Victoria, but there were not many who had 
need to attempt it. · The government of the 
day. know that ·this desert could do something 
-with water, but who_ was to try it? 

TWO CANADIANS WITH VISION 

Two Canadians called Chaffey, one an. en
gineer and the. other a horticulturist, With a 
business instin~t. after a lot of palave:r mgreed 
to spe'nd £300,060 over twenty years, receiving 
for so doing 250,000 acres with the right to 
buy a further 200,000 acres at £1 au ~ere. All 
the land was worthless without water. So, 
in 1886, they started. They built a dam, they 
erected pumps, they cut miles of ditches. The 
water began to fiow, lands were taken up, 
Settlers poured in, vines, oranges and other 
fruits were planted. The township was organ
ised and laid out. The desert began to bios~ 
aom, but they had reckoned without transport. 
A railway had been promised. It did not 
materialise. In 1891 while politicians squab~ 
bled because the railway might not pay, Mil
dura was lost. The river channel become 
Closed. The paddle wheeler could net get 
through; the· peaches, the muscatels, the 
pears, all ready to ship, could not. stand the 
horse trail of 200 miles to the nearest rail
way. Three-quarters of the crops had to be 
tipped into the rubbish heap and hopes of the 
future were dashed. What though Mr. Chaffey 
had already spent £350,000, what though tha 
:people who had bought the land fro.m them 
thought it no·w worth £240 an acre? AU no 
"good because the riPe product could not be· 
got to market. Many threw in their hands 
and left. The engineer Chaffey went back to 
ir;r:igaUon schemes in the U.S.A., but his 
brother and mally others held on. Matters 
were not h~lped. by the big Australian bank 
smash in 1893 which cleared oUt many aC~ 
counts. but the pioneers held on. 

In 1903 the railway arrived. In the mean
time, by trial and error, by finding out the 
methods of the' Greek growers, especially in 
cillcturing currants or in curing sultanas~ the 
atmosphere changed, prosperity began to 
loom. All because Qf the switch~over to dried 
fruits. Many of the originaln b-ought back 
their vineyards, others, attra.cted by the 
rumours of success, came and took up land. 
Soldiers -of the first world war were given_ 
special induce:t;nents: to come in, ,and all the-~ 
tlme the market was growing, first in Aus~ 
tralia and then overseas. 

The foundati'ons laid in endeav·our and fail· 
:tzre and endurance were firm, but there was 
one outside influence, and that. was Empire 
~reference. Witg this helpin&"· ~ildura. in the 

markets of Great Britain, Canada and New 
Zealand success was assured, and what has: 
been the result? Again pd.cture t·O yourself 60 
years ago a vast inhospitable desert of gaunt 
trees with a great -river running through it. 
And now, with other towns and villages in 
the neighbourhood, there is Mildura surroun
ded with 30,000 acres of vineyards and orange 
groves, with a population within a ten~mile 
radius of 26,000 people or more, a fine Mwn 
and a fine, healthy, hard-working populatiOn_· 
The majority of the vineyards are of 15 to 
20 acres, enough for the owner and one other 
with help in the picking seas.on (February 
onwards). We in Britain may be proud of 
two things-firstly, that all this is the result 
of the work of people of British stock, and 
secondly, that we have been able to help by 
p.roviding a market for export and letting in 
their dried fruits, their sultanas, currants· and 
lexias free of duty. Long may we continue 
to do So. This is an outstanding example 
of what Empire Preference has'· achieved. 

The Mayor and counclllors of Mildura and 
tbe Shire President asked me to convey tO''the 
people of Great Britain their sympathy for 
the difficulties of the present tim~. their ad· 
miration of the way those difficulties are 
J::orne ana their best wishes ,for the future. 

MR. L R. EAST, M.C."E., M.lnst., C. E., 
M.Am. Sc., C .. E., M.I.E., Australia. Mem
ber of the Murray River Commission 
who will address Federal Council on the 
Commission's work. 

State Conference o~ .A.D .. F .. A .. 
In Mildura 

The Victorian State conference. of the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
was held in Mildura on September 1 for the second year in succession. Fifty 
delegates were present from Nyah, Woorinen, and· Goodnight {mid-Murray 
Valley districts), Curlwaa and Coomealla (N.S.W.) and-all parts of the Sunray
S)a area. 

Cr- J. Henshilwood, of Irymple, presided. 

The conference started at 10 a.m., and con
cluded at-5.15 p.m. Business included genenl 
discussion on uniform account sales issued to 
all packing companies, the taking of steps to 
to see that only A.D.F-A. packing companies 
be al!owed to OJ?_erate in all new dried fruits 
areas, provision being made to see that ade
quate supplies of sulphate of <"ammonia were 
available for next season, labor in dried fruit 
areas, the housing problem in dried fruit 
areas!'" also ·a motion, "That the Fruit Pro
cessing Committee be asked to report on the 
availability of-harvest materials and announce 
recommendations for the next harvest to the 
Federal Oouncil, and then arrange to have 
such recommendations printed 'in- the Dried 
Fruits News immediately after the Federal 
Council conference." 

Othei business included the questiOn (If 
growers' income· tax returns, alterations to 
the constitution of the Mildura District 'Coun
cil of the A.D.F.A., the prop-osed establishment 
of a horticultural and viticultural college in 
Mildura, a testimonial to Mr. W. N. Sumner, 
who will shortly retire from the A.D.F.A. after 
35 years• service, and election of delegates 
to the Federal Council conference. 

All matters listed were lengthily discussed, 
and were referred back to the Federal Goun· 
cil conference to be held in Melbourne durin~ 
October. Final decisions will be made at this 
conference, when local delegates will present 
items for consideration. 

TRADE WITH CANADA 

The conference was addressed by the Aus~ 
tralian, Tra-de pom~issioOnet.: to .Canada JMr. 

C. J. Carne), who is visiting Sunraysia in the 
CQurse of a tour of various industries of in
terest to Canada, in each of the States. 

Mr_ Carne said he was already familiar with 
the distributi-on end of the dried fruits in· 
d'Istry, and had come here to see the packing· 
end and to meet the growers. He knew that 
this had been a difficult season and that there· 
fore our exPorts had been cut down, not be
cause of any lack of demand, but because we 
had to ration our customers on account of the 
poor yield. 

Canada would have been a consumer of any
thing up to 20,000 tons of dried fruits from 
Australia, but her quota had to be cut to 
11,500 t011S. 

Provided the dollar crisis was overcome, 
Canada should be an expanding market for 
AUstralian products, although Australia 
might, for the time being., have to place 
some restrictions upon imports from that 
CO!JMtry, 

Australia imported £9,000,000 befol'e the war, 
and sold Canada £4,000,000. If we restricted 
our imports and sold more, we might bridge 
the gap without und_uly affecting ·Canada's 
economy_ · 

In addition to dried fruits, it was thought 
that Canada presented favorable opportunitfes 
for ou,r wines, spirits and ca~ned fruits, Mr 
Carne said. 

"We ha.ve always had an adverse balance 
with 'C'anada, and tb,e present movement, it is 
Aoped, will bridge. t!l,e gap," said Mr. carne. 


