


KNOW YOUR A.D.F.A. (3) 
In the last issUe of the "News" the functions of Branches and District Councils were outlined, and earlier 

it was showh how matters concerning the Industry as a whole came from Branches to District Councils, then 
to State. Conferences and eventually, if ·of utmost importance, to Federal Council for a final decision. 

A State Confe:!:ence is composed of representatives_ of the District Councils in the State for the purpose 
of dealing with matters- of' State-wide inferest, including the aPpointment ·of representatives to the Federal 

- ~ Council and the determination of district representation to successive State Conferences. The Agents of the 
Association in the State are Members of t'he State Co11ference. Each State Conference may adopt its own 
Constitution and ~ny amendments thereto, subject to ratification by Federal Council. (R.nle 22). 

Between Federal Coun'Cil meetings State Conference (and District CouncH) shall have the right to deal 
with applications from Growers for membe1·ship and representation on such--bodies. (Rule 11 ~b) (2)). 

·Representati·on on State Conferences shall be maintain.ed as nearly as may be practicabl~, proporfJonate 
to the interests of the Distrkts as reflected in the membership of the Association, and each State Confli:'l'ence 
may recommend to Federal Council such changes in basis •of representation as may be deemed desirable. 
(Rule 24). 

A State Conference shall be held annually prior to the Annual Meeting of the Council. (Rule 36 (a)),. 

District Councils in any State may dispense with the holding of the Annual State Conference o.f their 
State in any agreed year, if such_ Distrkt Councils so unanimously decide. In such event District C0uncils 
shall have the right to Submit items for discussion at Federal Council Meetings, and to appoint represent::t
tives to Federal GoUJ?:~il in accordance with the district allocation Olf representation last previously exisltin.i?;. 
(Rule 36 (b)). · 

Agents' Representatives shall have no vote in the appointm9nt of growers' representatives to Fede
ral Council. (Rule 36 (c)). 

Minute of reports c;>f proceedings of StatfL Conferences shall be posted to the Secretary of each Dist
rict Council and Branch fm·ming the State Conference also to the General Secretary of the Association. 
(Rule 40). 

A.D.F.A. Agents shall be represented at State Conferences by a duly accredited representative, and 
each Agent shall be entitled to one representative with one vote on all matters, except those upon which growers 
only are entitled to vote. (Rule 41), 

Although State Conferences are held only once a year their functions are most important. They 
decide what, of the many matfers being constantly raised by Branches and District Councils, shall bf'. sub
mitted to Federal Council for considel'ation. This work of filtering is most ~mportant for it permits Federal 
Gouiicil to concentrate on important matters T~levant to the entire Industry, and at the- same time pP.rmits 
much preliminary discussion ! on items which go forward to Federal _9ouncil. As -State Conferenc.es appoint 
the representatives to Federal Council the debates which take place at a State Conference ensure that rep
resentatives are fully aware of the.. views of Branches and District Councils. 

Grow.ers will see that participation in Branch affairs means the formulation of policy not qnly for 
their districts, but also for the entire Industry. Attendance at Bra:rlch meetings is essential if growers al'e 
to run their own affah·s. DO YOU ATTEND YOUR BRANCH MEETINGS REGULARLY.? 

IN SHIPS' SLINGS 
(Our rfront cover photogra,ph). 

Our cover pictures fruit about to be loaded into a ship. The term "in ships' slings" is synonymous 
with the sigh of relief made by ·our shippers in thP..%e days of the problem of getting "space" in· a restril!ted 
and uncertain shipping service. The slow turnabout in Australian ports has created a dis-inclinaUon by 
overseas shipowners. to gamble on. the Whims of tb ose who load the vessels. FOl' the while some thousands 
of tons destined to a market are held pending shipping facilities. MeanWhile, shipping is available to other 
countries for a limited peri·od. Just w'hat can be done in the best interests of growers lies "in ships' slings." 
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THE COSTS OF PRODUCTION 
Prior to price fixation-soon after the start ·Of the last war-the matter of costs of productiOn in the 

Dried Fruits Industry was simply one for the growers' own interior economy, With price controls came the 
need for industries to evolve a costs basis in support of any claims for adjustments to meet increased 
expenses. 

The A.D.F.A. set up a Cost of Production Committee as an advisor to the Board of Management. The 
Committee has, since its formation, compiled and submitted comprehensive surveys each year· of the average cost 
of production to the Industry. These surveys have proved to be valuable records in the fact that, while prier 
control of Dried Fruits has been discontinued in Australia, they remain the basis for other considerations. 

Recently the Bureau of Ag-ricultural Economics undertook a survey of Dried Fruits production costs, the 
confidential draft report of ·which was made available to The A.D.F.A. ~oard of Management and the! Export 
Control Board, with a view to obtaining- comments and suggestions which might clarify any parts of the survey. 

On 15th June the three bodies met and the value of having The A.D.F.A. cturent cost schedule was realised 
by members when the basis used in the Bureau survey was examined in detail. The result was an appreciable 
correlation of the two conceptions of costs. 

The Bureau is to further examine valuable A.D.F.A. suggestions, and The A.D.F.A. will amplify some 
of its figures. The Bureau has, and will, co-operate with the Industry in finalising its report before publication. 

The representation of the Export Control Board at the meeting was of significant importance. The 
Bureau's costs will be given to the Commonwealth Government as the Dried Fruits Industry's costs of produc
tion, and will undoubtedly be referred to in any negotiations with London on future price and supply contracts 
when they are made. They will be made known to the British Ministry of Food. 

In the event of any Commonwealth Government stabilisation scheme being instituted for our Industry, 
the Bureau basis of costs, with the addition of any increases incurred from time to time, will be the guide. 

In all discussions which The A.D.F.A. has had the Director and Officers of the Bureau have been extremely 
helpful. They have intimated that the comprehensive A.D.F.A. sc!'ledule has been of value in arriving at what all 
parties desired~a reasonable cost basis that would protect the grower and permit sensible negotiation with the 
United Kingdom. 

In summarising the value of the joint meeting with the Bureau officers, the Chairman of the confere~ce, 
Mr. 1R. H. Gilbert (Chairman of the Export Control BOard), said that the establishment of the Bureau had been 
necessary as part of the system of bulk selling at governmental level during the war and since. 

Soon the branches of The A.D.F.A. will be instructing their delegates, who will attend a special Federal 
Council meeting on the selling policy to the United Kingdom, 1·eference to which is made in this issue. The Bureau 
has agreed to have a base cost schedule and index available in time for that meeting. 

FEDERAL 
District Council, Branches and Federal Council dele

gates should note that a special meeting is being held in· 
Mi1dura on 11th September, 1951. The venue is as yet 
undecided, but ample notification will be given by Head 
Office. 

The purpose of the special rnJeeting\ is to permit 
grower-delegates ·to consider aspects of future marketing. 

The annual meeting of Federal Council for 1951 will 
be held in Melbourne on 21st and 22nd November, 1951. 
Growe1·-delegates for this Council will be appointed at 
State Conferences to be held later this year. Intending 
visitors and delegates directly they :ire appointed, either 
personally or through their branches, should notify the 
General Secretary of their accommodation requirements 
as bookings are at all times difficult to obtain in Mel-
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COUNCIL 
bourne, but particularly during the November racing 
season. 

FROST PRODUCTION 

Growers who do not possess a copy of The 
A.D.F.A. publication, "Frost Control," written 
by Mr. H. W. King, and whose properties are 
subject to frost hazaTd, will be supplied without 
charge on application to 

The General Secretary, The A.D.F.A., 

46 Queen Street, Melbourne, C.l, Victoria. 
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There was a full attendance of Board members at the meeting held in Melbourne from 13th to 15th 
June. The whole of the last day was given to joint discussions with the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and 
the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board on the t•eport of the survey of the Dried Fruits Industry by the 
Bureau. Business considered by the Board embraced:-

Carbonate of Potash 
Supplies may not be available in time for the 1952 

season, as availability from sterling areas is not assured. 
Four hundred .tons have been offered by U.S.A., but diffi
culty _is being met" in getting an import licence and a 
release of dollars from the Customs Department. The 
Minister for Commerce and Federal Parliamentary mem
bers representing producing areas have been asked to 
use every e_ndeavour to ensure that adequate supplies 
of this essential -chemical, for which there is no substi'" 
tute, is obtained before next harvest. 

Sulphur 
There is a world shortage of sulphur. Allocations to 

Australia for this year by U.S.A. are still awaited. The 
needs of growers have been emphasised to the Depart
ment of Commerce who have advised that from the allo
cations to Australia the Industry's requirements will be 
watched. 

Bluestone 
Provided industrial troubles do not affect projected 

production Australian manufacturers should shortly be 
doubling output, and they have assured the Department 
of Commerce that growers will be looked after. The 
procurement of copper sulphate from the United Kingdom 
is being investigated by the D~rector-General of Agri
culture, who is in England at present. The Board is 
making' inquiries regarding present and future manufac
turing plans in Australia of "Thiotex" 80 Dispersible 
powder, which has been found to be, an effective substi
tute for bluestone in trials undertaken _by the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture. 

Cement 
The A.D.F .A. have obtained a release of cement from 

the Directorate of Materials Procurement for essential 
use by grQwers. Distribution will be through packing 
houses. 

Pack Estimates, Season 1951 
Estimates at June showed 55,122 tons of Vine Fruits. 

As this figure varied very little from the estimate of 
55,193 tons obtained· in May, the latest estimate may be 
regarded as reasonably firm. 

Research 
A suction unit for cleaning fruit, a crane system for 

unloading sweat boxes, and. automatic ethyl f.orrnate 
3.pplicators are to be imported; Reports on these items 
of equipment and on the use of magnetic separators will 
be further considered by The A.D.F .A. 1Research Com
mittee at a meeting to be held in Mildura on the 12th 
July. As the work of the Committee has extended 
considerably,. a representative from the Mid-Murray area 
is to be added to its personnel. 

Joint Conference on Industry Survey 
The Bureau of Agricultural Economics was most recep

tive to suggestions made by The A.D.F .A. and the 
Export Control Board 1·egarding-. certain aspects of the 
Bureau's preliminary survey. Some of these suggestions 
will be incorporated in the report before it is publicly 
released by the Minister for Commerce. 
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Included in the survey were sample costs fOr 1949-50 
and 1950-51, and from them the Bureau will prepare a 
schedule of base costs which will be of advantage to the 
Industry in future price fixation and marketing policy. 

Salvage Claim 
Further information regarding the- monetary loss by 

growers in season 1950 in salvagin~ rain-damaged fruit 
is being sought by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
for presentation to the Minister for Commerce before the 
claim for compensation can be considered by Federal 
Cabinet. The A.D.F.A. has compiled and submitted this 
information. It is specially referred to in this issue. 

Appreciation of the £ 

The Board of Management sent a telegram to the 
Minister of Commerce reiterating its unaltered opinion 
that any appreciation of the Australian £ to or towards 
parity with sterling would prove disastrous to Australian 
Dried Fruits growers. 

Shipments to New Zealand 
The existing industrial unrest in New Zealand and 

Australia has caused serious delay in the shipment of 
dried fruits to New Zealand, with the result that stocks 
are being held which normally would have been realised 
on by this time in the season. The A.D.F.A. and the 
Export Control 'Board have approached the Australian 
and New Zealand Governments (the N.Z. Prime Minister 
was interviewed in Adelaide), to obtain priority for dried 
fruits on first available shipping. 

Fibre Boxes 
The Department ·of Commerce, at the request of the 

Board, have given authority to send a trial shiPment 
of dried vine fruits to Canada in fibre boxes. The suc
cess of this trial shipment is awaited with interest, fOT 
with the shortage of box timber it is apparent that fibre 
boxes may have to be- used to ensure that overseas mar
kets are supplied in competition with f.oreign producers. 

Interstate Charges 
A review of interstate shipping freights has shown 

that earlier assessments of supplementary deductions 
from growers• proceeds will not cover costs. Deductions 
have, therefore, been increased by £1 per ton, making the 
total deductions £3/10/- per ton for Victoria and New 
South Wales (River Murray), and £4/10/- per ton for 
South Australia. There was a deficit of £2685 in 1950 
season operations. 

Publicity 
The Board agreed that the "Australian Dried Fruits 

News.'' the official journal of The A.D.F.A., must be 
used to the utmost advantage, as it is the best media 
to acquaint growers with the activities of their associa
tion. Other avenues of maintaining liaison between 
growers are now being examined. 

A grant of £700 was made to the Dried Fruits Pub
licity Committee for 1951 to continue its work o.f pub
licising- the use of dried fruits on the Australian market. 
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Pomona Branch 
A branch of The A.D.F.A. has been f.ormed at Pomona 

(N.S.W.). The Board have donated £10 to the branch 
for establishment expenses. 

The Late Mr. E. J. Mulvany 
An expression of sympathy was conveyed by the Board 

to the relatives of the late Mr. Mulvany, who, up to the 
time of his sudden death, was Economic Adviser to the 
Export Control Board. An appreciation of the services 
rendered to the Industry by the late Mr. Mulvany appears 
in this issue. 

Other Items Considered 
Evidellce will be given at a further inquiry by the 

Tariff Board on the importation of box timber; final 
accounts sales differentials for all varieties of Dried 
Fruits and U.K. premiums for Vine Fruits were set; 
State Dried Fruits· Boards are to be given details of 
pack and Commonwealth market consumption to assist 
them in revising quotas; consideration was given to the 
alteration of Rules and Regulations to control the sale 
of A.D.F.A. Dried Fruits other than through agents; 
various merchant matters were approved; membership of 
the Health Publicity Council of Australia was 1·enewed; 
dates were set for the special meeting of Federal Council 
(11th September) and the 1951 annual meeting (21st, 
22nd November); and packers and agents are to be 
advised to ensure that adequate insurance cover is taken 
against strikes, riots, and civil commotions. 

Next Board Meeting 
The Board will meet again in Melbourne on 15th 

August. 

GENERAL SECRETARY'S VISIT 
On vacation in Renmark this year, the General 

Secretary took the opportunity of visiting local 
branches, and in consequence met the executives of 
the Renmark, Loxton, Barmera and Angaston branches, 
a.nd paid courtesy calls on the Chairmen of the Berri 
branch (Mr. F. H. Nixon) and McLaren Flat branch (Mr. 
R. F. Trott). While the visits were basically designed 
to renew acquaintance with executive members, 
Mr. Curtis discussed var\'ous activities of The 
A.D.F.A., including the recent report by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics on the Dried 
Fruits Industry, the availability of growers' requisites 
in short supply, the type of research being undertaken 
by The A.D.F.A. Research Committee, and various mat
ters dealing with the marketing of Dried Ftuits in the 
Commonwealth. 

The branches were asked to submit any sug~ 
gestions they might have in regard to promoting liaison 
between The A.D.F.A. executives and growers generally. 

CAN HORMONE SPRAYING 
REPLACE CINCTURING? 

For some while trials have been carried out at the Mer
bein Station of C.S.J.IR.O. to test the value of treating 
currant vines with a hormone-like preparation that 
nromises to give uractical '\'esults which might lead to 
the elimination of cincturing. The Officer-in-Charge (Mr. 
Frank Penman) has stated that he hopes soon to have 
the trials at a stage that will warrant tests being made 
by growers on selected properties. Under the heading 
of Branch Activities, the Barmera correspondent reports 
on this matter. It is planned to have later details in 
further issues of the "News." 

Page Six 

~~wARATAH'' 

FENCING 
PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "W aratah" fencing 

products (wire netting, barbed wire, 

"Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are 

still maintaining maximum production 

for essential purposes, but it is still neces

sary to restrict wire supplies. 

Distributors of Rylands' "W aratah" 

wire products and their customers rna y 

be assured that when normal times 

return, full supplies will again be made 

available, and in the meantime it will be 

realised that any inconvenience caused 

by the present curtailment of supplies 1s 

sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. 
(Australia) PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: 

422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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!l'toductioo and· JJ!lwtlieting 
1951 VINE FRUITS HARVEST 

Estimates at June indicate a pack of 55,193 tons. This is a devastating drop from the 70,000 tons fore
casted last January. The latest estimates, which places the harvest lower than the poor pack of 1950, may now 
be regarded as reasonably firm. Tonnages by districts are:-

District Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 

Mildura 6,570 23,810 3,123 33,505 
Robin vale .. 5 470 310 785 
Nyah-Woorinen .. 330 . 3,410 659 4,399 
South Australia .. 6,003 6,086 1,364 '13,453 
Western Australia 2,600 200 180 2,980 

15,508 33,978 5,636 55,122 

May estimates were .. .. 15,798 33,992 5,403 55,193 

Commonwealth Market Deliveries 
To the end of May deliveries of new season's fruit 

had reached 6268 tons; this figure is 61 tons less than 
for the same pe-fiod in 1950. Comparative deliveries by 
varieties are: 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias . . . . 
Apricots .. 
Peaches .. 
Pears . . . . 
Nectarines 
Prunes ....... . 

1951 Season 

2,072 
3,727 

89 
143 

20 
30 

4 
183 

6,268 

1950 Season 

1,793 
4,144 

109 
37 
25 

6 
215 

6,329 

With almost perfect drying conditions this season, 
packing of all varieties is well in advance of 1950, when 
packers contended with a large perCentage of low quality 
fruit which was produced under such adverse seasonal 
conditions. 

PRICE STRUCTURE 
Before the days of price control it was the policy of 

The A.D.F.A. to inform growers of the Commonwealth 
market price structure for Dried Vine Fruits by means 
of a "key." During price control, particularly during the 
war years, this service lapsed, but growers may now be 
interested to learn the analysis of Season 1951 prices 
for basic grades. 

Taking The A.D.F.A. 10-ton price (at which distribu
tors must sell to comply with 'terms and conditions of 
trading), on this season's basic grades of 2 crown Cur
rants and 4 crown Sultanas and Lexias, the following 
analysis is made:-

Currants Sultanas Lexias 
per ton per ton per ton 

Ten-ton price .. £141 3 4 £151 13 4 £141 3 4 
Deduct Distribu-

tors' trade dis-
count of ~%. 
and 3% cash 
discount .. 16 11 2 17 15 10 16 11 2 

Deduct A.D.F.A. 
Head Office levy 3 0 3 0 3 0 

Vafue before de-
duction of Inter-
state Charges 
and §elling 
Agents' Com-
mission .. .. .. £124 9 2 £133 14 6 £124 9 2 
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As the rate for Interstate Charges is different for Vic-
torian and South Australian fruit, the f.o.r. value to 
growers in each State is analysed separately. 

Victorian Growers. 
Value as above.£124 9 2 £133 14 6 £124 9 2 
Deduct Inter-
state Charges, 
rate .. . . . . . . 3 10 0 3 10 0 3 10 0 

Deduct Agents' 
Commission -
3£1o . , ... . . . . 3 12 7 3 18 1 3 12 7 

Value f.o.r. Mel-
bourne .. .. .. £117 6' 7 £126 6 5 £117 6 7 

South Australian Growers. 

Value as above.£124 9 2 £133 14 6 £124 9 2 
Deduct Inter-
state Charges 
rate .. . . . . . . 4 10 0 4 10 0 4 10 0 

Deduct Agents-
Commission -
3% .. .. . . .. 3 12 0 3 17 6 3 12 0 

Value f.o.r. Ade-
laide . . . .£116 7 2 £125 7 0 £116 7 2 
It is not possible to provide any standard expenses 

for deductions between the f.o.r. value and the actual 
;return to the g-rower. Freight charges to Melb{)urne 
and Adelaide vary according to point of despatch; like
wise packing charges, sterilisation, insurances, etc., vary 
between individual packing houses. Stem loss must also 
be accounted for. Growers who wish to f.ollow the analy
sis right through to the point where they can ascertain 
their own returns should consult their packing houses 
for the values of the deductions which will have to be 
made from the f.o.r. values. 

Retail Prices 
Isolated requests have been received to provide an 

analysis between the 10-ton price and the retail IH;ice. 
This information cannot be given, as The A.D.F.A. does 
not set retail prices, and accordingly does not know 
the margin percentages which are added by storekeepers 
throughout Australia. Furthermore, retail prices vary 
between States and between country towns in States, due 
to the additio·n of freights. It haS been the opinion of 
The A.D.F.A. over many years that fair retail prices are 
maintained by adequate supplies being available to store
keepers, thus inducing fair competition. A further factor 
in keeping retail prices at a proper level is the unwill
ingness of the consumer to buy if more than a fair price 
is charged; that is, _c<msumer resistance is' eilcounte:t·ed. · 
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ACCOUNT SALES DIFFERENTIALS 
The A.D.F.A. Constitution requires that a ·uniform system of rendedng account sales shall be adopted 

for packing and selling purposes to meet the requirements of organisations which pool growers' 
unstemmed fruit according to grade. As part of the system of accounting the proceeds of a pool to growers, 
the Board of Management must ascertain and announce the differentials which shall apply in respect to final 
payments. These differentials are worked from a basic grade for each variety, and under Rules and Regula. 
tions it is set out that the proceeds of a pool shall be 1 oaded by the variations fixed by the Board, and the net 
·result, after loading, divided by the total tonnage, which will give the price for the basic grade. To the basic 
grade price shall be added or subtracted the variation (that is the differential) fixed, thus ascertaining the price 
for each grade. Account sales are issued on a sweat box weight basis. The differentials for Season 1951 set 
by the Board at its June meeting are set out in detail. 

Grades 

6 crmvn .. 
5 crown .. 
5 crown A .. 
5 crown B .. 
4 cro·wn .. 

~ crown .. 
2 crown .. 

1 crown .. 

VINE FRUITS 
Currants Sultanas 

Above Per ton Above Per ton 

4 cr. . . £3. 0 0 

2 cr. £6 10 0 BASIC GRADE 
Below 

2 cr. £3 0 0 4 cr. £2 0 0 
BASIC GRADE 4 cr. £4 0 0 

Below 
2 cr. £2 0 0 4 cr. £6 0 0 

Lexias 
Above Per ton 

£3 10 0 4 cr. 

4 cr. 
4 cr. 

Below 

£1 2 6 
15 0 

BASIC GRADE 

4 cr. . . . . 7 6 

2 cr . . . £5 0 0 M.F.. . . . 4 cr. . . . . 7 6 
Plain.. . . 4 cr. £8 0 0 

Where districts have no 5 crown A or B grades, the differential for 5 crown shall be 17/6 per ton above 
4 crown. 

Moist Pack. 
"Fancy" 5 crown £49 19 

Apricots 

0 per ton over "Standard" 
1 crown 

Whole, Peeled and Unpceled. 
A 15 19 0 per ton over "C" Grade 
B 7 19 0 do. 
c BASIC GRADE 

4 crown 39 19 0 do. Nectarines 
3 crown 29 19 
2 crown 21 19 

"Choice" 5 crown 41 19 

0 do. 
0 do. 
0 do. 

"Fancy" 5 crown £65 19 0 per ton over "Standard" 
1 crown, Slabs and Plain 

4 crown 57 19 0 do. 
4 crown 31 19 0 do. 3 crown 47 19 0 do. 
3 crown 21 19 0 do. 2 crown 29 19 0 do. 
2 crown 17 19 
1 crown 3 19 

0 do. 
0 do. 

"Choice" 5 crown 57 19 0 do. 
4 crown 49 19 0 do. 

41Standard" 5 crown 35 19 0 do. 3 crown 39 19 0 do. 
4 crown 27 19 0 do. 2 crown 31 19 0 do. 
3 crown 19 19 0 do. 1 crown 9 19 0 do. 
2 crown 15 19 0 do. "Standard" 5 crown 49 19 0 do. 

Slabs 9 19 0 do. 4 crown 39 19 0 lo. 
Plain 2 0 0 do. 3 crown 31 19 0 do. 
41 Standard" 1 crown BASIC GRADE 2 crown 21 19 0 do. 
Dry Pack £7 0 

Whole Al 27 19 
A 17 19 
B 9 19 
c 

0 per ton more than Moist 
Pack 

0 per ton over "C'' Grade 
0 do. 
0 do, 

BASIC GRADE 

1 crown, Slabs, Plain BASIC GRADE 
Pears 

"Fancy" 4 crown £63 19 0 per ton over Plain 
3 crown 53 19 0 do. 
2 crown 45 19 0 do. 

"Choice" 4 crown 57 19 0 do. 
Peaches 3 crown 47 19 0 do. 

Peeled and Unpeeled. 2 crown 39 19 0 do. 
"Fancy" 4 crown £51 19 0 per ton over Slabs and 1 crown 

Plain (cored) 19 19 0 do. 
3 crown 43 19 0 do. 1 crown 
2 crown 33 19 0 do. (uncored) 13 19 0 do. 

''Choice" 4 crown 43 19 0 do. "Standard" 4 crown 47 19 0 do. 
3 crown 39 19 0 do. 3 crown 41 19 0 do. 
2 crown 29 19 0 do. 2 crown 29 19 0 do. 
1 crown 11 19 0 do. 1 crown 

"Standard" 4 crown 39 19 0 do. (cored) 13 19 0 do. 
3 crown 35 19 0 do. 1 crown 
2 crown 25 19 0 do. (uncored) 9 19 0 do. 
1 croWn 3 19 0 do. Slabs 13 19 0 do, 

Slabs, Plain, BASIC GRADE Plain BASIC GRADE 
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OU.R NEW ZEALAND MARKET 
Hon. T. Steele, M.L.C. (N.S.W.), who is the general 

manager of Prune-growers' Co-operative' Lta., an 
A.D.F.A. affiliated packing house, and until recently a 
member of The A.D.F .A. Tree Fruits Committee, visited 
New Zealand in February and March last. His tour took 
him to both North and South Island, and he grasped the 
oppOrtunity of interviewing A.D.F.A. agents at Welling
ton, Christchurch, Dunedin and Auckland. The result 
of these interviews has been submitted to the Boar-d of 
Managment in a report, the main points of which are 
mentioned below. 

Import licences by the N.Z. Government have been 
discontinued, which permits a freer means of purchase 
hy A.D.F.A. agents in New Zealand. These agentS were 
concerned that dried fruits from The A.D.F .A. might not 
be equitably quota-ed. (N.Z. agents need not fear··this, 
for the Board of Management requests Australian agents 
to treat them all equitably-Editor "News.") Some N.Z. 
agents felt that the system of offering Dried Tree Fruits 
this season by A.D.F.A. Australian agents created diffi
culties and was misleading, but the complaint when 
examined by the Board of Management showed that offers 
by The A.D.F.A. and its Australian agents were quite 
clear, although the enthusiasm with which orders were 
booked in New Zealand were most -gratifying, even if 
disappointment l'esulted when it was learned that the 
full demand, particularly for Pl'unes, could not be met. 

Another matte·r raised by almost every agent was that 
non-A.D.F.A. operators were offering to supply all Prune 
requirements in 30/40 and 40/50 counts. Mr. Steele 
gained the impression, however, that these offers were 
not fulfilled in a good many instances. Agents in the 
northern island are of the opinion that the demand for 
bulk Prunes is decreasing, but agents in the south still 
wanted 28-lb. boxes. However, Mr. Steele was satisfied 
that the 7-lb. can will be readily accepted. ' 

Mr. Steele observed in his report that-
"My chief objective was to interest agents in accepting 

Prunes up to 70/80's in size, and I feel that in this I 
was successful. I suggested that they should accept a 
specification which provided for 25% 60/70's and 25% 
70/80's. This was generally acceptable, and they ex
pressed the view that if they accepted counts up to 
70/80 they may miss out on some of the larger fruit. I 
assured them that this would not be so, as we could not 
supply the tonnage required by t-hem unless they were 
prepared to accept up to and including 70/80's. What 
they are afraid of -is that, mfder the existing conditions 
we could supply all their orders in the smaller sizes if 
they did not specify the larger ones. I informed them 
that we would quota the sizes equitably between them all, 
and that no one buyer would-receive all small sizes. This 
seems to overcome most of their objecti-ons, and the 
agents expressed their belief that tinder these conditions 
the buyers would accept up to and including the 70/80 
size. 

"Standard grades of larger sizes would be acceptable 
to a number of buyers. However, they thought that 
the .1-lb., can wsmld not be popular owing to the high 
retail pr1ce." 

_All agents, with one exception, were particularly inter
ested in the cellophane bag pack for Tree and Vine Fruits. 
They will be placing· a portion of their orders in these 
bags. It was generally thought that this type of pack 
was quite in line with the modern idea of offering ready 
packed goods to the public, and would minimise labour 
requirements in sales to ·customers, particularly in "Help 
Yourself" and similar retail shops. All agents say that 
trade is swinging rapidly in favour of lines in similar 
packages. 

Every agent was disappointed that they were getting 
such a small tonnage of Dried, Fruits from· the Common
wealth. However, it was pointe.d out that they were 
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getting much more than their share, a~d if they obtained 
the tonnage on a population basis of the two countries 
they would be getting considerably less. They all 
expressed surprise, and indicated that they were under 
the impression that they are only getting a few tons that 
we did not want in Australia. They see:ined to appre
ciate this information, which will be of considerable help 
to them_ in pacifying theil' more irate customers. 

As would be eXpected, all agents wanted more Apricots, 
and are keenly disappointed in· the small tonnage_ avail
able this year. The difficulties surrounding the cause 
of the lower tonnage available were explained, but did 
not leave them with an optimistic- outlook for their future 
supplies. The general ·opinion is t;hat the tonnage of 
Pears allocated to New Zealand agents this year will not 
be required. Last year they had an allocation of about 
10 tons, and they seem to think that·· 10 tons would he 
about all -they require for this season. 

All New Zeal~nd merchants are hoping for about 6000 
tons of Vine Fruits this year. They appear to be gen~ 
erally satisfied with -The A.D.F.A., and appreciate some of 
the difficulties under which The A.D.F.A. and Expol't 
Control Board are operating. The increase in the price 
of Prunes and Tree Fruits did not seem to worry them 
at all. They are all expecting a larger tonnage of better 
.quality Vine FrUits this year. 

All agents were very critical of the present shipping 
set-up. They are helpless tQ improve it from the New 
Zealand side. They anticip_ate trouble in shipping delays 
again this year. 

Summarised,· Mr. Steele's conclusions were:-
That more visits by representatives of The A.D.F.A. 

would be welcomed and appreciated; a greater tonnage 
of better quality Vine, Fruits required; more Tree Fruits 
and Prunes urgently. required, ;particularly Aprilcots; 
increase in prices did not appear to worry them in the 
least; South African Dried Fruits are higher in price 
than Australian, and only taken up as a last l'esort; no. 
Dried Fruit ·of any kind coming in from California; glace 
fruits slow of sale and demand decreasing. 

Following on consideration of Mr. Steele's report, 
the Board of Management decided that South Australian 
agents should be asked what action· had been taken to 
comply with the Tree Fruits Committee's decision that 
33-ft% of the processed weight of P1·unes this season 
should be exported, with preference to the New Zealand 
ma1·ket. 

1951 SEASONAL REVIEW 
Sunraysia. Mr. P 1 Malloch, in The hymple Packing,. 

Coy.'s HDried Fruits Topics" for March, 1951, ·reviews 
the district's conditions. Examination of buds during 
the wintel· by the Research Station indicated a light 
crop. Growing conditions up to December were favour
able, and groWers were hopeful that, though the num
ber of bunches were below average, the fruit would fill 
out and develop sugar, which would improve the tonnage 
harvested. Continued hot, dry weather was experienced 
right through to the end of· the harvest season, and there 
was no build-up of size or weight in the grapes. Very 
light to average crops reported, yields ranging from 10 
cwt. to 30 cwt. to the acre. It is difficult to account 
for the extreme 'variations in· yield from vineyard to, 
vineyard or in areas within a Vineyard, and we are not 
going to attempt it. Most growers face up to a light 
crop and the prOblems which follow it. Fortunately, 
picking and drying conditions were favourable; harvest· 
costs have been below average, and the grade of St!-1-
tanas has been the best on record. 

S.A. River Districts. Mr. A. G. Maddern, of Berri, 
advises that, as with -other River districts, Berri growers 
experienced the best drying season for many years, 
although, with few exceptions, crops have been light. 
Sultanas averaged soinet.hing over 20 cwt. per acre; 
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the fruit was heavy and drying out ratio low. In con
trast to the average low yields were a few blocks on 
which, acting on C.S.I.R.O. reports of low bud fertility, 
growers had cinctured Sultanas with single cut. As 
against the loose spindly bunch with small fruit general 
this season, these growers harvested full, heavy bunches 
and with crops on the 2?.!-3 tons per acre yield. With 
dried fruit prices, these growers have been well repaid 
this season. Many records have been broken this year, 
quite a number of growers having all fruit harvested, 
dried- and delivered to packing horises by the end of 
March. 

Western Australia. Mr. J. Duff, of Guildford, provides 
details of -conditions in the Swan Valley. 

The weather continued, cool from bud burst with only 
one heat wave in the middle of February, which caused 
a considerable amount of scorch. Currants were about 
a fortnight late, the cool weather delaying ,_drying. 
Owing to labour shortage and cash prices on offer by 
wineries, quite a quantity of dried fruit varieties were 
diverted, The coolest summer for 48 years brought a 
crop of headaches to growers. The main result was a 
diversion to wineries and a lowering of quality fruit for 
packing. Instead of what seemed to be a bumper crop, 
there was little increase on last year's harvest. 

WORLD PRODUCTION AND MARKETS 
We acknowledge Irymple Packing Pty. Ltd.'s permis

sion to quote the figures of produci"ng countries and 
m·arket notes from "Dried Fruits Topics," March,' 1951, 
prepared from a bulletin issued by the U.S.A. Department 
of Agriculture. 
Raisins Produced 1950 1949 1948 

Tons 
Argentina . . 5,500 6,300 7,200 
Australia .. 56,900 44,500 70,300 
Chile .. .. 1,200 900 700 
Greece .. .. 33,900 34,100 25,300 
Iran .. .. . . 49,500 22,000 49,500 
Spain .. .. .. 10,400 9,400 6,900 
Turkey 71,500 82,500 77,000 
South Africa 8,700 8,600 9,400 
U.S.A. .. . .147,000 262,000 223,000 

----
Total .. 384,600 470,300 469,300 

----
Currants Produced 1950 1949 1948 

Tons 
Australia 15,200 18,800 20,100 
Greece 88,700 99,500 77,000 
South Afl'i-ca 1,000 1,000 1,100 

----
Total .. 14,900 119,300 98,200 

The world -raisin pack iJ3- the smallest for ten yeal's; 
the Californian pack the smallest since 1921. 

Argentina. The reduced pack in 1950 was due to 
shortage of irrigation water, with consequent lower yields 
of grapes. Heavier purchases of grapes were made by 
wineries. Argentina C·onsumes about 4400' tons per 
annum. Export of the balance, mainly Muscats, is con
fined to Brazil. 

Australia. There is a full report of the unfavourable 
harvest season and crop losses, concluding with this 
summing up: "The season was completed with one of. the 

· most trying struggles {)ll record to produce a pack of 
good quali_ty fruit/' A review of marketing in Australia, 
Canada, Britain and New Zealand folla:ws. 

On prices and costs, the report states: "The gross _ 
returns to growers have been gradually inc:I:_easing each 
season, but not at the same rate as the increase. in 
production costs, which means raisin and currant pro-

. duction is becoming less profitable.'' 
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Diversion of fruit to wineries is dealt with, also in
creased production from settlement in the post-war 
periOd and an average production of 100,000 tons is 
forecast. 

Chile. Production at 1200 tons is below the ten-year 
average-.:_1939/1948-of 1500 tons. Exports in 1949 
were 179 tons, of which 70 tons went to Peru, 65 tons 
to Ecuador, and 33 tons to Brazil. 

Greece. Production for 1950 at 33,900 tons was lower 
than earlier estimates, and was due to droughts in some 
areas. Use of insecticides and fertilisers has increased. 
Quality of crop is good, but fruit smaller than normal. 
Exports for 1949 were: Germany, 10,254; Finland, 4796'; 
Ireland, 4717; Britain, 4339; Austria, 4334. Little diffi
culty _is' anticipated in moving the 1950 crop into Western 
Europe. 

Iran. The pack for 1950 at 49,500 tons is equal to 
the record of 1948. Average for 1939/1948 was 34,100 
tons. Growing and harvesting conditions weJ:.e exception
ally good. Export from the 1950 crop will_ be 24,700 
tons. Germany is the pl'incipal buyer of Iranian raisins, 
the balance of export going to Near-East countries. 
Unless eXpOl'ts greatly exceed those of 1949, there will 
be a heavy carry-over of 1950 crop. 

Spain. Total production at 10,400 tons exceeds the_ ten
year 1939/1948 average of 8800 tons. PrOduction in Val~ 
encia is estimated at 6300 tons, and Malaga 4100 tons. 
Crop is good quality, but Malagas smaller than usual, due 
to lack of soil moisture. Exports for 1949 were: Denmark, 
2593 tons; France, 1946 tons. Orders for.1950 are on 
hand from Denmark, Sweden, the Netherlands and 
Switzerland. Export of 4400 tons is expected. 

Turkey. Production at 71,500 tons exceeds the ten
year average (1939/48) of 57,800 tons. Growing con
ditions up to midsummer were satisfactory, but north 
winds and drought prevented the grapes from sizing . 
Quality and colour were good: Exports for 1949 were 
principally to Britain, 33,147 tons; Germany, 18,721; 
Netherlands, 7324; Ireland, 3476 . 

S·nuth Africa. Production at 8700 tons is short of 
the ten-year (1939/48) average, 11,100 tons. Exports 
this season to the end of October were 3290- tons, mostly 
to Britain, Ireland, Sweden and New Zealand. Unsold 
stocks were 400 tons. The balance of the pack was 
sold in domestic channels. 

Currants: Australian production in 1950 was short on 
account of rain damage. In· Greece hot, strong winds 
reduced the crop. 

Exports from Greece in 1949 were 63,371 tons. Of 
this, United Kingdom purchased 49,100, Ireland 5845, 
Germany 4570 tons. The carry-over was 500 tons, which 
will be used for industrial purposes. 

During the season complaints were reported to have 
been received from foreign buyers about dirty, poorly
sorted and carelessly,-packed fruit. , Exporters have urged 
packers and growers to do a better job, but it is expected 
little, if any, improvement will Tesult. 

The semi-official Greek Currant Office has issued orders 
to growers warning them that Currants which contain 
any foreign matter such as soil or gravel, or are pre
maturely harvested, ·or of mixed quality, or show obvious 
attempts to increase weight by adding moisture, will be 
confiscated and growers fined. The quality this year is 
good, but this does not prevent growers from attempting 
to add a little weight by the above methods. 

The price guarantee this year was equal to approx. 
£70. Aus. per ton, with an advance payment of £46 Aus. 
per ton. 

Exporters are optimistic about the export outlook, 
though little early business was reported. Complaints 
from buyers have had little effect on the ·Greeks. They 
believe that, because of the p_oor crops in other producing 
areas, buy8rs will be forced to take Greek Currants. This 
attitude is short-sighted,_ and will be remembered in 
years of large crops elsewhere.· 
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MR. E. J. MULVANY 
An Appreciation of a Great Public Servant. 

By Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman, Com,monwealth Dried Fruits Control Board. 
Sixty-three years in the service of the Public: To few Australians is it given to serve for such a lengthy 

period, and Mr. Mulvany right up to his sudden passing on the 7th June retained all those mental and personal 
qualities that have made him a distinguished and loved citizen of the Commonwealth. · 

Born at St. Kilda on the 17th January, 1871, he had a fund of knowledge and anecdote about happenings 
.,in Mel.bourne over 80 years. Joining the Victorian Customs Department in '1888, he transferred tO' the Common
wealth at Federation, and from 1912 to 1916 he was in charge of the Customs Branch in London under the 
Australian High Commissioner (Sir George Reid). His work took him to the Coritinent, United States of America 
and Canada. 

He was appointed Secretary of the Department of Markets and Migration in 1925. From 1928 to 1930 he 
was a member of the Development m1d Migration Comni.ission, and when that Commission ceased to function, he 
returned to the Department of Markets as Secretary. He was awarded the Imperial Service Ordei· by His Majesty 
the King. 

He retired in 1935, and was then appointed Economic Adviser to the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board-a position he held at the time of his death. 

Mr. Mulvany's services to the Australian Dried Fruits Industry were of the greatest importance. When 
the Industry was in financial difficulties in 1924, it was Mr. Mulvany, in his official capacity as Chief Supervisor 
of the Commerce Branch, who spon:o;ored an advance by the Commonwealth Government ·of approximately £200,000 
to producers of dried fruits. . 

The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board was cOnstituted in 1925, under the official direction of Mr. 
Mulvany, and he was respons~ble for the appointment of Mr. W. C. F. Tho~as and Mr. A. F. Bell, who played such 
an outstanding part in the reorganisation of the export side of the Industry. 

Not only to Mr. Mulvany as a great administrator do I wish to pay tribute, but also to him as a father of a 
distinguished family, for included in his family are a judge, a solicitor, two doctors, and a civil engineer. 

Mr. Mulvany was indeed a great Australian, and his passing will be deeply ,regretted by all who knew him. 
As Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, I feel that I have lost not only a capable adviser, 
but also a sincere fTiend. 

Other Tributes 
Mr. H. D. Howie, -O.B.E.,- Chairman of The Board .of 

Management, A.D.F.A., and a member of the ·Export 
Control Board, said: 

"The executive members of the I:ridustry will long 
remember the remarkable service the late Mr. Mulvany 
gave to the Australian Dried Fruits Industry. His contact 
with the Industry in his capacity as the highest official in 
the then Markets Department (now the Department of 
Commerce) afforded him an insight to the problems of. 
exporting Dried Fruits. On his retirement from the 
Federal civil service, his interest in our Industry lead him 
to study even more intensely its problems, particularly 
those of marketing. 

"Mr. Mulvany had two outstanding characteristics
the common touch of meeting the growers and thoroughly 
enjoying it, and the ability to· give wise counsel on the 
involved problems of international marketing. His pass
ing is a personal loss to me and indeed to the Industry." 

Mr. P. Malloch, a member of both the Board of Man
agement and the Export C.ontrol Board, writes: 

"With the passing of Mr. E. J. Mulvany, the Dried 
Fruits Industry has lost a wise and kindly guide and 
adviser, and those more closely associated with him have 
lost a respected and intimate friend. For thirty years 
Mr. Mulvany was closely connected with the Industry, 
first as Secretary of the Department of Commerce, then 
as a member of the Development and Migration Com
mission, headed by Mr. H. W. Gepp, which made exhaus
tive inquiry into and recommendations on the Industry; 
later and for many years as a member and economic 
adviser of the Export Control Board, Mr. Mulvany was 
one who took his responsibilities seriously; he went into 
every phase -of a problem in hand in the greatest detail, 
and was guided in his decisions by a wealth of past 
experience and what was in the best interest of the 
body of growers. He was never ruffled or hasty in 
decisions, but calmly worked out any problem to its 
logical conclusion. He was warm and sincere in his 
friendships, and endeared himself to many of us over 
the years. We mourn the passing of a wise counsellor 
and friend, and our sympathy goes out to his family." 
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Mr. E. J. Mulvany. 

Sudden Loss a Great Shock 
Mr. Mulvany's death came as a great shock to all those 

who knew him. On the day prior to his death he had 
attended his office at the Export Control BOard as usual. 

In a letter of sympathy to the members of the late 
Mr. Mulvany's family the Board of Management recorded 
that the. prosperity of the Australian Dried Fruits Indus
try has been, and is, to a large measure, due to the 
benefit derived from the late Mr. Mulvany's wide experi
ence, his intimate knowledge of the Industry, and his 
personal interest in its welfare. 
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Special awde 
A REVIEW OF THE 1 INDUSTRY 

By Mr. P. Malloch, a Member of The A.D.F.A. Board of Management 
and of the Export Control Board. 

In an industry as widespread ill its operations as the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry, both in regard to its production, which spreads over four States, and in its 
selling policy, which covers overseas markets as well as the Commonwealth, miscon~ 
ceptions arise from time to time. The "News" sets out to explain and thus remove 
these misconceptions. ' 

The A.D.F.A. is hdebted to Mr. Malloch for permission to publish his masterly 
review,_ which was originally prepared for the annual meeting of two A.D.F.A. 
branches-the Mildura Dried Fruits Association and Aurora Fruitgrowers' Associa
tion, and lat_!3r printed in the 2nd June,. 1951, issue of "Sunraysia Daily." Publi
cation in the news gives every grower the opportunity of digesting the wany 
important· facets of production and marketing of _Australian Dried Fruits. Mr. P. Malloch. 

Dried Fruits Losses 
Looking back over the more recent seasons, We see the 

Sunraysia record of Dried Fruit losses from adverse 
seasonal conditions: 1949, £600,000; ·1950, £1,500,000. 
Add 1951,. about £1,500,000, and the aggregate is 
£3,600,000.for three years. 

There are .a few who blame ind\istry leaders for the 
financial depression from which growers are suffering, 
but the real cause of the tr:ouble is· clearly indicated 
by the figures of seasonal losses. 
Fe~ industries could st'and up to the succession of 

setbacks which gTowers have experienced durini the 
past five years, and it speaks wen for the stability and 
solidity of growers that they have, maintained a position 
of solvency· despite these years of adversity. 

Despite the "cr-oakers," Mildura stands in high regard 
in financial and industrial circles. It is essential to 
maintain this regard so that prOperty values, develop
ment and progress may be secured to the industry ·and 
.to the district. 

Claims on Federal Government 
The claims by the A.D.F.A. to the Minister for Com

merce for subsidies to meet salvage costs and for general 
assistance to the· industry have met with little progress 
to dr.1.te, despite repeated representations by our Federal 

Consideration was deferred first until the report on 
the industry was completed by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics; then,· when the report was tabled, until the 
the result of the election was known. 

We venture the opinion th.at the third answer will be 
that the prices that growers will receive for the 
1951 crop will, 'to some extent compensate growers for 
costs involved in special charges for the processing of 
1950 crop. 

The 1951 Fruit Crop 
The district crop for 1951 has been most disappointing 

in respect to tonnage, though excellent in respect to 
quality. 

Final deliveries are not yet complete, but the figures 
within a few tons will be:-Currants, 6890 tons; Sultanas, 
24,450 tons; Lexias, 3300 tons. Total, 34,640 tons. 

As an indication of the lightneSs of the crop, this figure 
may be compared with the record district crop of 1944, 
when 60,493 tons were harvested. The 1951 crop is 43 
per cent. below the record of 1944. We may regard 
50,000 tons as an average district crop, and on this 
basis the 1951_crop is 15,360 tons light. 

At an average price of £100 a ton, the financial loss to 
the district is £1,53.6,000. 

member, Mr. Turnbull, and by representatives of The The Australian crop for 1951 is estimated at 55,300 
A.D.F.A. tons, and, on thiS basis, tonnage has been allocated to the 

~~~~~~·~~~~$~~~~~~A~~~~~~~~$~$~~~$$~$~~$~$~$~~~~$~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~~~~~~ 
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various markets as fol~ows:-Australia, 25,000 tons; 
Britain, 13,350; Canada, 10,450; New Zealalld, 5000; 
other markets, 1500. T-otal, 55,300. 

Prices fixed by the various markets, reduced to an 
f.o.r. Melbourne basis in Australian currency, are:-

Currants Sultanas Lexias 
2 crown 4 crown 4 crown 

Australia .. .. £118.30 £127.29 £118.30 
United Kingdom 89.89 119.13 121.61 
Canada 112.95 122.36' 127.08 
New Zealand .. .. 112.65 121.23 126.01 
Other .. . . .. .. 122.56 131.99 
The only weakness in the price set up is with Currants 

to Britain, and in this item it may be stated that the 
Ministry of Food refused to pay a higher price. 

They had ample supplies of Currants from Greece, 
and were prepared to go without any purchases from Aus
tralia rather than pay more. 

The Australian Market 
As has already been indicated, 25,000 tons of fruit 

has been reserved for the Australian market, and exports 
have been curtailed by 10 per cent. of the allocations 
until the .pack is definitely· ascertained, so as to ensure 
the 25,000 tons f·or Australia. 

Whether the Australian market __ can or will take up 
25,000 tons at the higher price ruling this year is still 
to be determined. Returns prepared by the Secretary of 
The A.D.F.A. show that Australian consumption in 1950 
was 22,000 tons. 

In February, 1951, there was a carryover of 1454 
tons in the hands of merchants, and the Association col
lected £18,603 on the rise in price which took place in 
February. 

This money is paid in full to growers. These figures 
demonstrate that the campaign against The A.D.F.A. 
for failing to hold enough fruit in Australia in 1950 and 
claiming· that growers lost thousands of pounds in conse
quence was quite unjustified, and is disproved by the 
facts of the case. The -only fruits in shor.t- supply were 
Tree Fruits and See.ded Raisins. 

Temporary shortages of other fruits may have occurred 
in some· districts because of the railway strike and co.nse
quent delay in tranSport. 

In order to clarify the pot>ition this year, The A.D.F.A. 
has asked merchants to place firm orders f•or the year's 
requirements by the end of May. If these should· .fall 
far short of the 25,000 tons allocated, consideration may 
be given to increasing export quotas while export markets 

/ 

are returning reasonably remunerative prices. It does 
not seem desirable there should be a large carryover into 
1952 When, on the law of averages, there should be a 
bigger crop. 

Our U.K. Market 
Growers are generally aware of the increase in prices 

of Dried Fruits to Britain this year. Currant prices weie 
raised from £48 to £75 sterling f.o.b.; Sultanas went 
from £56 to £100, and Lexias from £51/10/- to £100. 
The increases were necessary {)n account of past losses 
and the short crop of 1951. 

Many growers have asked if these prices are likely to 
rule in 1952, but the question cannot be answered. · 

A great deal will depend on the Californian crop of 
Raisins for 1951. If the crop is light or moderate, high 
prices are likely to be-- maintained, but if the crop is 
heavy, and there is a large tonnage of fruit for export, 
subsidised by the. U.S.A. Treasury, prices are likely to 
fall. By October or November, the position will be clearer 
than it is today. 

We read and hear a lOt about shortages of Dried Vine 
Fruits in the United Kingdom, but recent statistics of 
imports to U.K. show that the total amount of fruits 
received was not far short of pre-war figures, which 
ranged from 120,000 to 130,000 tons. 

Details of imports are: 
Raisins from 1950 1949 

tons tons 
Australia 7,058 4,248 
South Africa .. 436 1,642 
Greece .. .. 3,605 4,951 
Turkey .. .. 30,137 24,006 
Spain .. . . .. 600 
Persia . . .. . . .. .. 6,156 
U.S.A. .. 35,821 20,668 

-Other .. .. . . . . . . 734 84 

78,411 6'1,755 

Currants from 
Australia 2,940 8,057 
Greece .. .. . . 25,205 41,742 

28,145 49,799 

Total .. .. 106,556 111,554 

These figures show that Australia is supplying only 10 
per cent. of U.K. requirements. We hope our tonnage 
and percentage will show a. good lift in future years. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

1\ Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co-operative Packing and 
Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

~------------·------------------------------------·------------------.l 
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Trade with Canada 
Prices of our Dried Fruits in Canada show an increase 

this selison-Curra:rlts from £66 stg. f.o.b. to £96; Sul~ 
tanas from £69 to £102; Lexias from £76 to £108. 

These increases were possible only by the higher prices 
ruling for '1950 Californian Raisins, in competition with 
our fruit. In 1949 Californian prices were around 8~ 
to 9 cents per lb., but in 1950, due to a short crop, prices 
jumped to 15 cents per lb. 

The 9000 tons offered to -Canada this season has been 
purchased by buyers, and the remaining 1450 tons will 
no doubt be taken up when offered. So far, about 6000 
tons has been shipped, and the balance is due fot ship
ment in June. 

Canada normally consumes about 22,000 tons of Dried 
Vine Fruits, and in a season of average crops we aim at 
supplying some 18,000 tons of the total. 

It is a matter 'for regret that we have to see some 
8000 to 10,000 tons of trade slip from us to California, 
but that is the result of the poor crop harvested this 
year. 

New Zealand 
Prices in New Zealand this season have increased. 

Currants from £80 Aus. f.o.b. to. £118; SultanaS from 
£84 to £125; and Lexias from £93 to £132. 

The tonnage of fruit allocated this yeal' is 5000 tons, 
against normal consumption of 7000 tonS. Lilst year 
we were unable to meet the New Zealand requirementS, 
and imports from Greece and South Africa were made to 
meet the trade. 

Other Markets 
These include Coloinbo, Hong Kong, Fiji, British West 

Indies and Sweden. Prices have been increased-Cur
rants from £87 A us f.o.b. to £130; Sultanas from £89 to 
£138. Lexias arc not offered, on account of short supply. 

With the exception of Hong -Kong and Sweden, aBo
cations this year have been taken up. Hong Kong advises 
our prices are too high compareCl- with. prices' for South 
African and Cyprus fruit. Sweden has not yet. replied 
to offers of 5 Crown Sultanas. 

The allocation for all these markets is 1500 tons, and 
any~ quantities not taken up may be diverted to other 
markets. 

Empire preference and Exchange 
It_ is satisfactory to know that the. Torquay ConfeT

ence on International Trade has ended with no alteration 
in Empire preference rates, despite efforts by U.S.A. to 

·induce Britain -~md Empire countries to forgo some 
measure of preference in return for tariff concessions. 

With substantial exchange premiums being collected 
on sales to Britain and Canada, preference -m::trgins are 
of lesser importance to us than in pre-war years. 

If currencies returned to their pre-war standard or 
were brought closer to these standards than- they are at 
present, then preference would become mu-ch more 
important to us. 

For this reason, our exporting primary industries must' 
presS for maintenance ,of ·-existing rates of preferential 
tariffs, as well as keeping up the fight for the present 
rate of exchange. 

The mounting costs of labour and materials used in 
our primary industries necessitate some fOl'm of com
pensation from exchange premiuiu an9, preferenc€. 

The U.K. Contract 
In London, and later in Australia, ·members of the 

Export Control Board discussed- with senior officers of 
the Ministry ·of Food a basis on which prices could be 
fixed for 1952 and 1953 fruits for Britain. 
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DRIED FRUIT GROWERS! 

CllfJPS 

WITH NEW IMPR.OVED 
~~,., 

~t~U 
FUNGICIDAL SPRAY 

Banish your crop problems now with the new improved 

nCUPROX" fungicidal ' spray. HCUPROX'' sticks 

firmly to the surface of your trees and vines and effec~ 

tively destroys -damaging fungus growth. Greater 
spreading powers of the new ~~cUPROX" ensures all 

surfaces of your crop are effectively immunised a8ainst 

disease. The new ncUPROX" is easy to prepare

simply mix _the powder with water, and you have an 

effective weapon to combat infection in your fruit crop. 

Order your supplies of the new 
16Cuprox" 

today from:-

Distributors-VIC.: Ramsay &: Tregimowan Ltd. 

N.S.W.: William Cooper & Nephews Pty. Ltd. QLD.: 
A. C. F. & Shirley's Fertilizers Ltd. S.A.: Elder, Smith 
& Co. Ltd. W.A.: Westralian Farmers' Co-op. Ltd. 

TAS.: Chemical & Textile Agencies. Pty. Ltd. 

CUP .:2 " .4346 
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THE BUD EXAMINATION 
Prospects for Next Season's Sultana Crop 

Each year there is an increased interest' shown by growers and others connected with the dried vine fruits 
industry in the results of microscopical examination of sultana buds carried out in May by officers of the Com
monwealth Research Station, Merbein, writ~s Mr. F. Penman, Officer in Charge, in a' review of the coming 
season's prospects. 

By taking an adequate number -of cane samples 
prior to pruning of Sultanas, it is pOssible by micro
scopical examination of buds to make a fair assessment 
of the potential crop for the ensuing season. This is done 
by determining what proportion of the dormant buds 
could be fruitful in the coming. season, and by measuring 
the sizes of the rudimentary bunches disclosed by dis
section of those buds which could give fruitful shoots. 

The actual yield harvested in any particular season 
will of course depend on a lm1p.ber of factors, such as 
weather conditions and the incidence -of disease, in 
addition to the potentialities within the vines themselves. 

The bud examinations were made this year by Messrs. 
W. J. Webster and A . .f. Antcliff, whose statement is 
attached, giving a summary of the findings alongside 
those of previous years. 

It is clear that the potentialities exist for a good 
Sultana crop for the coming season, and that, where 
desired, good length of -cane can appropriately be 
1;etained to give a sound wrap-down: 

While the- bud examinations £or this year were con
filled to samples from the Sunraysia District, previous 
experience has shown that there have been no significant 
differences between the results from Sunraysia and those 
from the smaller numbers of samples that it has been 
possible to exailline from other districts such as Swan 
Hill and Renmark vine areas. Provided that considera-

·. tion is restricted to sound canes in all cases, there is 
every reason to believe that the conclusions drawn from 
the bud examination_ this year apply equally well to 
other· vine districts along the Murray River Valley as 
they do to the Sunraysia district. 

It is necessary to point out here that the survey is 
designed to give information of a ·broad nature only, 
which can be used along the lines of a regional index 
to potential crop and to fruiting behaviour in the coming 
season. With this in mind, particular settlements and 
individual growers will recognise that the average or 
representative situation as revealed by examinrition is 
put bef.ore them as a general guide, with all the limita
tions to which broad statements are subject. 

The Examinatio:ai Report 
Each yem· since 1945_ buds -from a sample of Sultana 

canes have been microscopically examined in May to 
ascertain the percentage of fruitful buds. This year 
ten blocks in the Sunraysia district were sampled, three 
each in the Mildura and Merbein areas, and four "in the 
Red Cliffs area. The figures for percentage fruitfulness 
and average bunch primordium size are given in the 
accompanying table, together with compitrable figures 
for previous years. 

Year 
1946 
1947 

'1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
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Percentage 
Fruitfulness 

51.5 
43.7 
32.0 
64.2 
33.8 
46'.2 

Av. Bunch 
Pri.mordium 

Size (sq. mm.) 
0.263 
0.206 
0.215 
0.262 
0.207 
0.221 

Dissecting a Sultana Bud Under a Binocular 
·Microscope. 

Thus it will be seen that crop potentialities this year 
are higher than they were last_ year, but still a good 
deal lower than the previous year (1949-50). They are, 
however, rather better than for the 1947-48 _season 
(1947 in ·the table), when, due to good seasonal condi
tions, the best pack f-or the last seven years was obtained 
(approx. 1li. tons/acre over the wholtj district). 

The figm·es in the table refer to buds 1-14 only. This 
year the examination was c<,>ntinued further along the 
cane where the quality of the wood was su~table for 
retention at pruning and terminated in the longest canes 
at bud 20. If was found that after a fairly uniform drop 
from 70% fruitful at bud 6 to 40% fruitful at bud 12, 
there as no further drop until after bud 18. Thus there 
will be no advantage in cutting strong canes short. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN PROCESSING 
The A.D.F.A. Research Committee have l'ecommended 

the importation of a vacuum (suction) unit, a crane 
unloading system and ethyl formate applicators, all of 
which have been found very effective in America. 
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'l'he vacuum unit performs the function of drawing 
off stems and dust from the fruit by suction; the crane 
system may be described as a set of tongs used for 
unloading sweat boxes, while the applicators are an elec
tronic device operated with a solenoid valve· and having 
a dial adjustment so that the quantity of ethyl formate 
may be varied down to 2 cc. and up to the maximum 
with a very accurate fill. 

All these pieces of equipment are costing a lot of 
money. Federal Council last year allocated £1000, and 
the Packers' Associations are

1 
contributing' a similar 

sum, but research developments with C.S.I.R.O., in addi
tion to the cost of the imported equipment, may neces
sitate asking Federal Council in November for an 
increased grant. 

Magnetic Separators 
In a special report to 'I'he A.D.F.A. Research Com

mittee forwarded by Mr. H. A. Stanger, Mr. L. Mandl, 
technical manager, Permanent Magnets Pty. Ltd., Syd
ney, compares the advantages of two types of non
elechonic permanent magnetic separators. 

"The first method of separating iron from Dried Fruits 
is based on the installation of a permanent magnetic 
pulley at the head of the picking belt. A small test 
set-up. was made and installed in Our Sydney workshops, 
based on this suggestion. This unit was tested by plac
ing Raisins which were contaminated with nails on the 
belt. Excellent separating results were obtained, and 
this company therefore availed itself of the kind offer 
of the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Company to make 
available the packing shed in Merbein for full scale tests. 
These tests took place on the 25th January. 

"A permanent magnetic pulley made available by this 
company for the purpose of the test was installed in 
one ·Of the 36 in. wide picking conveyor belts. Sultanas 
were placed on this belt in a layer of approxim;::~.tely 3 
in. to 3 ~ in. thickn~ss. A number of iron pieces such 
as nails, bolts and washers were mixed with the fruit 
and placed in various positionS in the layer of fruit. A 
counted number of iron pieces were placed on top of 
the layer, which would -be the most difficult position 
for separatiOn by a magnetic pulley. After the belt 
had been started the fruit containing the iron passed 
over the magnetic-pulley. While the fruit was discharged 
in the usual manner on to the canvas elevator belt all 
iron particles were carried to the underside ,of the 
machine and deposited in a box. A subsequent count 
revealed that every single piece of iron contained in 
the fruit had -been extracted by the magnetic pulley. 

"The results of these tests indicated that a suitably 
designed permanent magnetic pulley is a very effective 
means for the extt·action of iron from Dried Fruit. A 
particular advantag,e is that the e:x:tralction is fully 
automatic and the pulley is self~cleaning. This means 
that no attention whatsoever is required except the 
occasional emptying- of the tramp iron container; This 
eliminates the human element completely and safeguards 
the fruit from any extracted iron being dropped inad
vertently into the fruit at a later stage. 

"Against these advantages the comparatively higher 
price of a magnetic pulley is to be considered together 
with· the fact that slight structural alterations may be 
necessary to the picking belts in some cases. 

"In order to arrive at a cheaper solution the second 
method was suggested, namely the installation of -per
manent magnetic separators of the -overhead type. Two 
alternative positions are possible, namely, above the 
conveyor belt and in front of the head pulley. In both 
cases the action is the same. Tramp iron passing under 
the unit is attracted to strongly magnetised pole plate-s, 
jumps to these and is securely held until removed by 
hand. Though permanent magnetic sepa·rators eliminate 
the common fault of electro magnetic separators, that 
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during a power failure or inadvertent stoppage of power, 
the accumulated tramp iron falls back into the fruit, 
they are dependent upon proper attention to some extent 
as the iron has to be pulled off by hand and discarded. 
Evidently it depends upon the care of the operator to do 
this in such a way that no iron is returned to the- fruit. 
The units, however, are very effective separators, and it 
is understood that they are widely used -in packing plants 
in the United States. 

"It should be noted that if the overhead separator is 
installed above the head pulley, this pulley should be 
made preferable of non-mag·netic material such as wood, 
aluminium, brass or austenitic cast iron. 

"It can be concluded, therefore, that permanent 
magnetic pulleys offer distinct advantages and ensure 
the best protection of fruit against inclusion of tramp 
iron. 

"In cases when considerations of installati-on cost are 
of primary importance permanent magnetic of-erhead 
separators will give reasonable performance at modest 
first cost." 

SAVING THE COLD DIP MIXTURE 
By Messrs. Hampto~ and Orton, of the C.S.I.R.O. Dipping 

Co,mmittee, 
In these days of scarcity and high costs -of all goods, 

any suggestion which will save expenSe will undoubtedly 
be of interest to growers. The retention of cold dip 
mixture for use in the following season is a case in 
point, and has already -been referred to in the March
April issue of the "News." The use ·of caustic potash to 
restore alkanlinity in the dip was introduced during the 
1951 drying season, and to some extent simplifies the 
problem of using "carry over" dip mixture. The fol
lowing ,procedure is recommended:-

1. Siphon ·pr pump out the cold dip mixture fr.om the 
bulk dip tank to some cOnvenient storage, having first 
noted the surfAce level evaporation drop since the dip 
was last used. It is inadvisable to attempt the transfer 
from dip to storage tanks until the mhture is thoroughly 
settled, and care must be exercised to see that the liquid 
is as free of sediment as- possible. 

2. Note the level of the miXture in the storage con
tainers so as to be able to calculate evaporation l~oss. 

3. Clean out the old dip tank. 
4. When making up the dip for a new season, transfer 

the old mixture from the storage container to the dip 
tank, taking care not to disturb the sediment in the 
bottom. 

5. Add water to make up the loss in evaporation as 
indicated by the calculations made at the time of the 
original transfer. 

6. Add oil based on the quantity of mixture now in the 
dip tank. 

7. Add caustic potash to give a test comparable with 
that obtained from the stock pot mixture. Testing papers 
will again be available through packing houses and should 
t·ecord a light to medium blue colour for a standard cold 
dip. 

8. Add new stock as required. 
It is realised, of course, that comparatively few 

gTowers Will now be in the position to adopt this pro
cedure in respect to the 1951 season ('1carry -over" dip, 
as many have undoubtedly already thrown the old mix
ture away. The suggestion, however, may prove to be 
of value to those who still have the old dip mixture. It 
must be remembered that if, at the end ,of a season; the 
cold dip has feTmented, it is useless to save it, but in 
this connection growers are referred to an article in an 
earlier edition of the "News" which showed that fermen
tation could be controlled by adding caustic potash to 
the dip, using testing papers to determine the degree 
of alkalinity. 
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BLUESTONE SPRAY SUBSTITUTE 
The Department ,of Agriculture have carried out effec

tive trials of combatting black spot with a preparation 
known as "T.M.T.D." 

Manufacturers of this pi·eparation market it under the 
name of "Thiotox" 80 Dispersible Powder. The rate 
of application used in the trials was U lbs. per 100 
gallons, but at the ruling price would cost 30/- for this 
quantity >Of spray. Although the preparation is expensive 
it holds promise of doing away with the normal dmmant 
sulphuric acid swab. 

Supplies are difficult to obtain, and The A.D.F.A. 
Board of Management have asked the manufacturers the 
prospects of pres~nt and future availability. 

DRYING RATES OF SULTANAS AND GORDOS 
The Mid-Murray Valley District Council A.D.F.A. have 

supplied details of drying tests made this year. 
A Koraleigh grower, late in February, by dipping 20 

lbs. of fresh Sultanas obtained in ten days 6lh lbs. of 
dried fruit. Tests on Gordos in New South Wales and 
Victoria gave the following results:-

12 Eaume 16 lbs. green- 4 lbs. c;lried. 
13 Baume 18 lbs. green- 4! lbs. dried. 
13 Eaume 17 lbs. green- 4! lbs. dried. 
14 Baume 200 lbs. green-55~ lbs. dried. 

The foregoing tests may be compared with the under
mentioned drying ratios supplied by the Berri (S.A.) 
Government Experimental Orchard:-

Baume Curi"ants Sultan'as Gordos 
Per lib. Dry Per 1!b. Dry Per 1lb. Dry 

Lbs. Fresh Lbs. Fresh Ibs. Fresh 
11 4.87 4.02 
12 3.94 3.37 
13 3.10 3.67 3.34 
13~ 2.93 3.47 3.20 
14 2.78 3.37 3.17 
14~ 3.31 3.15 
15 2.68 3.00 

SUMMER WATERING OF SULTANAS 
Nyah-Woorinen District 

The Department of Agriculture, the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission and the Commonwealth Scien
tific and Industrial Research Organisation have been 
associated with the Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee 
for many years in researches on Dried Fruit groWing. 
Appreciation is expressed to the Victorian Department 

400 

of AgTiculture for permiSSion to reprint the fpllowing 
twtes, which have already appeared in their journal, and 
thanks are rendered for the loan of the graph blocks. 

From 1932 onwards a considerable amount of inves
tigation of the moisture ~tatus of district soil types at 
various stages during the vine season Was carried out by 
the Department of Agriculture and C.S.I.R.O. 

The chief results of this work were published in the 
July, 1937, issue of the "Journal of the Department of 
Agriculture," by Penman, Skene and Walters, under the 
title "Irrigation of Sultanas in the Swan Hill District." 
It was concluded that, in the mid-summer period, the 
lighter soils at Woorinen and Nyah are capable on the 
average of carrying over for about four weeks between 
waterings, but that the Beverford soils, especially Rever
ford clay loam, need water at intervals of about three 
weeks. 

The above findings have provided a Useful guide for 
district practice, but, because of peculiarities of indi
vidual blocks, there has been for many years a wide 
divergence of views -among district irrigators as to the 
best interval between waterings at the height of summer. 
"Rotation periods" chosen by the advisory boa,rd during 
recent years are as shown:-

1942-43 26 days 
1943-44 26 days 
1944-45 26 days 
1945-46 26 days 
1946-47 21 days 
1948-49 21 days 
1949-50 26 days 
1950-51 24 days 

The fluctuations give some idea of the difficulty of 
finding a ·roster acceptable to all ·irrigators. At the 
annual meeting in 1946', the situation was reviewed at 
the request of the Enquiry Committee, and it was stated 
that no reason was known for amendment of the 1937 
findings outlined above. It was pointed out, however, 
that there is particular importance in adhering to a safe 
interval between irrigations in mid-summer inl cases 
where soil salinity is greater than normal. 

At the present time it can be said that all technical 
investigation carried out in the district tends to support 
the contention that for the sake of the soils most liable 
to moisture stress, the intervals between availability of 
irrigation water for vines at the height of summer should 
be no more than appr·oximately thr8e weeks. It seems 
unlikely at pl'esent that anything more than this can be 
said, because of variations from block to block and from 
season to season. 

(F. Penman, M.Sc., then Chief Irrigation Officer, State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission.) 
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Fig. 2.-Sultanas on Bevm 

erford clay loam showing a 

"natural interval" of seven~ 

teen days (7th January, 

1950, to 24th January, 

1950). 

Each line represents the 

growth of a group of 

bunches on two adjacent 

sections of the same vine~ 

yard. 
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SULTANA CINCTURING IN S.A. 
Under the heading "1951 Seasonal Review" in this 

issue, Mr. A. G. Maddern, of Berri, records that, follow
ing the report of the C.S.I.R.O. as to low bud fertility 
which eventuated in a Sultana yield ·of around one ton 
per acre, many growers in the Berri area made a single 
cut cincture on Sultana vines. The yields (2-3 tons per 
acre) were so far above the Industry average that some 
further investigation is to be made. Further details 
will be published. 

PHYLLOXERA 
A quarantine vineyard has been established in a remote 

part of Kangaroo Island, where phylloxera-resistant vines 
will be planted about July next. The South Australian 
Phylloxera Board has expressed the hope that there will 
be a gradual replacement of non-resistant vines as they 
reach the end of their span of useful age. 

TIE WIRE 
At the South Australian State Conference, 1950, a 

complaint was made that tie wire in the required length 
could not be obtained. Head Office took the matter up 
with the manufacturers, who state that they know of 
:only one South Australian grower whose order could 
not be fulfilled completely. The demand for tie wire is 
not great, and the position is regarded' as satisfactory. 
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MID-MORRAY VALLEY ACREAGES 
The Cost of Production Committee, through its Nyah

Woorinen member, Mr. A. S. P. Basey, has compiled the 
following district acreages. District 1 relates to Tresco, 
Tresco West and Long Lake; District 2, Swan Hill, 
Speewa, Beverford, Mul'l'awee, Woorinen and Woorinen 
North; District 3, Vinifera, Nyah, Nyahwest, Wood Wood 
and Piangil; ·District 4, Koraleigh; and District 5, Good~ 
night. 

Variety of District District District District District 
Vine 1 2 3 4 5 

Currants .. 21 122~ 169< 30 22 
Sultanas .. 581! 2470 1242:\1 975 458 
Gordos .. 145'!1 235~ 129~ 40 74 
Walthams 343~ 443 39 2 

1091! 3271 1580~ 1045 556 

EXPERIMENTS IN SOIL MANAGEMENT 
"Nemo," of the "Murray PiOneer," wrote an article 

in the 5th April issue on revolutionary experiments in 
soil management. The substance of "Nemo's" long 
article is printed here, as the experiments already car
ried out in Australia must provoke thought and possible 

(Continued ·on page 22.) 
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Mid-Murray Valley District Council 

The Council met on 16th May, with Mr. E. E. Lloyd 
presiding. The question of admitting the press to 
meetings was deferred; the subscription to the Murray 
Valley Development League was renewed; the Council's 
Minutes are to be exchanged for those of other A.D.F .A. 
District Councils; the Labour Bureau's accounts are to 
be sent to branches; levy on branches for 1950 was 
fixed at 3d. ton; a list of tax deductions and rates of 
depreciation are to be submitted to a joint meeting of 
the Council executive and the Packers' ASsociation before 
distribution to growers; a report submitted by the dele
gates was considered regarding Federal Council, 1950, 
deliberations; Mr. Basey was congratulated on his excel
lent work in the preparation of comments relating to 
references made to the Mid-Murray in the survey pre
pared by the -Bureau of Agricultural Ec-onomics; and 
the activities of the Interstate Arbitration Committee 
were considered. 

Bar mer a 

This branch's meetings are often combined with the 
local Agricultural Bureau. This has worked well for 
some years, and seven or' eight meetings al'e held during 
the yeal'. In April the branch was addressed .by the 
District- Officer, Ml'. W. Gilchrist, the subject being 
"Local Irrigation Problems." Brirmera, Loveday, Cob
dogla area is watered by underground pipe system and 
open channels. Further complications are caused by 
extensive vegetable growing as well as permanent plant
ings. Mr. Gilchrist outlined the pumping capacity, and 
number of settlers' streams supplied, and where they 
were placed. The whole thought behind the lecture was 
to decrease the time taken to irrigate the settlement. 
The Watermaster, Mr. R. M. Cameron, also attended. 
During May Ml'. B. Coon1be, B.AgT.Sc., of the Horti
cultural Branch, spoke -on experimental work on Cur
rants and Sultanas with zinc treatment. The spraying 
of hormone P.C.A. on Currants, as against the practice 
of cincturing, was fully dealt with. A number of lan
tern slides clearly illustrated the results obtained. Spray
ing and cincturing gave unusually large fruit, but the 
time of application was all important factor. The experi
ments are still proceeding. Work has been commenced on 
the districts' comprehensive drainage scheme f.ollowing 
the bitumen l'oad east of the town to the railway line 
and then to the outfall on the Cobdogla fiat. Settler's 
welcome the progress ·On this urgent job. (From A.D.F.A. 
Correspondent C. W. Till.) 

Western Australia 

Season 1951 will go down as the most wo,rrying year 
in the experience of growers. Sohle 6'0%-70% of the 
Currant pack will be dehydrated, ·and too many Sultanas 
and Lexias will go to the wineries. W.A. growers are, 
unfortunately, suffering this season from much the same 
conditions as Eastern growers_ have experienced for the 
four previous years. The adverse season will be reflected 
in the crown grades; the pe·rcentage of 4-crown will be 
much lower. The thanks of growers is extended .to those 
packing houses with evaporators (dehydrators), and to 
private owners who made their evaporators available 
in the time of need. 

Officers of the Department of Agriculture working 
with the Institute of Agriculture from the University 
are investigating lines of research to account for declin
ing yields. One avenue of inquiry is the effects of eel
worm on vines, and experiments are being c·onducted on 
various properties to control this pest. The ground 
around the vines is being fumigated with Shell D.D. at 
different spacings from the vines and at varying depths. 
'Ihe opening winter l'ains should give cover crops a good 
start. (From A.D.F.A. Correspondent J. Duff.) 

Red Cliffs 

To keep growers in touch with current affairs quar
terly meetings are to be held. So far response has 
been disappointing, as few growers have taken the oppor
tunity to share in discussions on Industry matters and 
to offer suggestions. Many interesting topics have been 
considered at the quarterly meetings, and the committee 
is hopeful that more members will attend in the future 
to express their views. (From A.D.F.A. Correspondent 
F. T. Hand.) I 

Pomona 

Growers in the Pomona area have formed their own 
A.D.F.A. branch. Mr. W. H. Bond, of ''Karingal" 
Pomona, via Wentworth, has been appointed secretar~. 
It is anticipated that this branch will be most active, 
taking great interest in the Industry's affairs. To assist 
the branch in establishing itself, the Board of Manage
ment has donated £10, and levies,. c·ommencing with 
season 1951, will be paid- to the branch by Head Office 
as they become available. 

+•_.,,_,,_,,_,.,_,.,_,,_,,_,,._,._,,_ ... ,_,,...:...,,_,,_,_,,._.,,_.,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_.,_,,_,,_,,_,.,_,,....,_.,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,._,,_,,_.,_+ 
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-.~~~ THE VICTORIA INSU~~~~~ s ;~M~~~y liMITED .~1: I 02 YEARS OF SERVICE 
l FIRE, ACCIDENT, MOTOR CAR, LIVESTOCK, ! 
:ll WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP (FIRE AND HAIL). II 
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I E. A. STANNER, MANAGER. PHONE MU 7067 I 
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fllie StatutOJUj 91~ 
VICTORIAN BOARD 

The annual report £or the year ended 31st December, 
1950, which was recently issued, reviews the disas
trous 1950 season, which affected all varieties of Dried 
Fruits. Generally, quality suffer~d, although the Prune 
crop showed an improvement. Reference is made to 
the quantity available to the Commonwealth market, and 
that "there was much resultant dissatisfaction at the 
time and much misunderstanding amongst gTowers, some 
of whom hold the opinion that the State Boards d-eter
mine the quantity of Dried Fruits to be sold in Australia. 
The Victorian ,Board, therefore, deemed it necessary to 
point out that, while the Board possessed the statutorY 
authority to fix the maximum quantity of Dried Fruits 
which may be· sold in the State, it has no power to 
compel that the whole ·Of this quantity will be sold 
locally, and could therefot·e, in no way, be held respon
sible for the position which arose." (It is the responsi
bility of the growers' organisation-The A.D.F.A.-to 
sell their production in Australia, subje~t, of course, to 

the maximum quotas imposed by each State Board on 
the fruit produced in that State which may be sold 
therein. The poor season caused a shortage of Seeded 
Raisins, but The A.D.F.A. ensured that the fullest quan~ 
tity of Currants and Sultanas was sold during the season 
to the Commonwealth market. Total sales of Vine Fruits 
were 22,351 tons, and over isoo tons was in 
buyers' hands at the end of the season,-Editor, 
the "News.") Due to the shortage of cro-wn grade 
fruits, permission was given to sell manufacturers' 
quality Sultanas to the retail trade. Packing, 
houses have willingly complied with the regulation 
covering the use of uniform account sales. Refer
ences are made to the activities of the Publicity Com

'-mittee and the Empire Preference Committee, on both of 
which the Victorian Board is represented. Numerous 
statistics are provided. Annual accounts, taken from 
the report, are quoted hereafter. 

M.embers of the Board were Mr. Parker J.' Moloney 
(Chairman) and Messrs. F. M. ·Read (Deputy Chairman), 
S. R. Mansell, H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings, D. A. Cockroft, 
D. E. Barry Wood. 

Statement of Income and E:xpenditur-e for the Year Ended 31st December, 1950. 
~ EXPENDITURE. 

1949 1950 

£767 10 6 Chairman's Allowance £819 9 1 
550 0 0 Board Fees 565 17 6 

1.745 17 4 Staff 'Salaries 1,932 12 4 
33!) 6 1 Travelling E:xpenses 382 10 6 

1,295 5 2 Illegal Trafficking-Policing of. 1,166 12 0 
360 6 8 Rent and Cleaning 368 0 0 

2,604 18 5 Inspection an(l Grading 2,420 17 0 
2,000 0 0 Publicity Committee 2,500 0 0 

169 16 3 Postage and Telephones 230 1 6 
123 6 1 Printing and Stationery 151 15 6 

45 1 1 General Advertising 30 16 1 
150 0 0 Department of Agriculture. 150 0 0 
136 10 3 Office and Incidentals 68 6 0 

8 8 0 Audit (annual) .. .. 8 8 0 
84 0 0 Audit (special) .. .. 105 0 0 

0 16 3 Election costs 
54· 10 4 Pay~roll Tax 58 2 5 

9 13 8 Insurance 9 13 8 
173 18 2 Staff Superannuation Fund 195 15 3 

£10,569 4 3 £11,163 16 10 

£10,56!) 4 3 £11,163 16 10 

Balance Sheet ., at 

LIABILI'l'IES. 
1949 1950 

£1,498 2 7 Sundry Creditors .. . ... .. £635 16 8 
Income anq Expenditure Account-

10,124 18 0 Balance at"·lst Januay, 
1950 .. £10,124 18 0 
Less Deficit for Year 457 7' 3 

9,667 10 9 

£11,623 0 7 £10,303 7 5 

At the May meetirig, held in Mildura, items considered 
included the receipt of annual returns by packing houses 
for season 1949, the issue -of returns for season 1950, 
and the possibility of fixing a definite date for lodgment; 
the use of sterilised sweat boxes by growers for purposes 
whic'h render them unfit for delivering Dried Fruits to 
packing houses; the estimated pack and the use of 
permanent magnets in packing houses to eliminate 
certain foreign matter from fruit. 

N.S.W. BOARD 
Members met in Sydney during May. Many items 

were considered, and referred to 1951 seaBOn quotas; 
advertising Dried Fruits in Australia; a 1·ecommendation 
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INCOME. 
1949 

£9,296 3 2 Contributions-Growers .. 
219 4 7 Interest "<>n Stock , . , ... 

Premium on Sale of Stock , , 

£9,515 7 9 

1950 

.. £10,496 10 1 
205 6 9 

4 12 9 

1,053 16 6 Balance ...... , . , , , , . , . , 
.£10,706 9 7 

457 7 3 

£10,569 4 3 £11,163 16 10 

31st December, 1950. 

ASSETS. 
1949 1950 

< 

£4,833 5 2 Cash at Tl·easury .. .. .. .. .. £4,559 12 4 
6,040 0 0 Inscribed Stock .. .. .. .. .. .. 5,000 0 0 

6 0 4 Sundry Debtors ........ 
431 0 5 Furniture and Equipment (at cost) 431 0 5 
312 14 8 Motor Car, (at cost) .. 312 14 8 

£11,623 0 7 £10,303 7 5 

to the Department of Agriculture that investigations into 
Prune growing practice be carried out at Young; the 
methods adopted by the Department of Commerce in 
checking green tinge in Sultanas; an examination of 
water licences in the Murray River District; the· deve
lo'pment of the Ellerslie Estate soldier settlement, where 
123 acres of vines are now to be planted; the amend
ment to the Dried Fruits Act to alter election boun
daries; an alteration to regulations to permit removal 
of Prunes in bags after grading in special circumstances; 
an intimation from the Water Conservation and Irriga
tion Commission that there would not be a limitation of 
15 ac1'es per farm -of dried vine fruit plantings; and the 
extent of planting ·-of vi:r;tes in the various producing 
States. 
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Growers' levy was set at 5'; -, the same as Victoria 
(South Australian rate is 7 I 6 and that for Western 
Austl'alia 71-); Mr. L. B. O'Donnell was reappointed to 
represent the Board on the Grade Fixing Committee; the 
Bureau of Agricultural Ec·onomics' survey of the Indus
try was examined, and the joint research work by The 
A.D.F.A. and C.S.I.R.O. on packing house equipment was 
reviewed. 

An advance copy Of the Board's 1950 allnual report 
has bee'n received, but space considerations necessitate 
deferment· of its publication until the next issue. 

W.A. BOARD 

The Board met on 20th June, when correspondence , 
was considered relative to the form of contract required 
to be executed by sellers and buye1;S of imported M.F. 
Tree Fruits; advertising of Dried Fruits; the estimated 
packs submitted by various State Boards; and· informa
tion sought on the treatment of Dried Fruits. Growers' 
levy for 1951 was set at 7 I- ton. 

!/l(Jltticu€twme and file6-ewtefi .NA-tte"
ExPERIMENTs IN SOIL MANAGEMENT. 

(Continued from page 19.) 
further development by growers ~ndividually. · "N emo" 
points out that the underlying_ and-/ essential facts con
cerning soil fertility are based on the soil possessing an 
abundance of organic matter, and that the aim is to incor
porate as much organic matter: in the soil as possible. 

Many years ago the aim was to· have a bloCk clean 
of weeds; it was nice to look at, and it gave a man a 
sense of satisfaction to see not a weed on the block from 
the spring time until the fruit was harvested. Then came 
the knowledge that a respectable growth of weeds was 
not a sin, but an asset. Too much cultivation destroyed 
the soil structure, and the aim _yf cultivation was to 
destroy weed growth only when~it competed with vines. 
_Cultivation was lessen~d to a minimum, which led to 

increasing the amount of organic matter incorporated 
in the soil, and this practice has been instrumental in 
cutting down working costs. 

Something of a revolution in orchard practices was 
started in California about twenty years ago. This 

THE EXPORT CONTROL BOARD 
The Berri Branch of The A.D.F.A. writes in a special 

letter that "at a large meeting of gTowers held in Berri 
last January, at which Messrs. Malloch and Howie were 
present and addressed the growers, some concern was 
expressed at the hasty manner in which the last election 
for representatives on the Export Control Board was 
arranged, and ihat insufficient notification was given 
for nominations to be received. 

"As a result of a request from that meeting, repre
sentation was made by this branch through our Federal 
representative, Mr. A. G. Downer, M.H.R., to the Minis
ter of Commerce and Agriculture, for better arrange
ments to be made in the future. 

"Satisfaction is now expreSsed that a very favourable 
reply has been received from the Minister with the 
assurance that closing dates for receipt of nominations 
and ballot papers will be determined and notified to 
the members, particularly in the producing areas, Suf
ficiently early to pei'mit ample opportunity for the sub
mission of the names of candidates to the electoral officers 
and the preparation of complete rolls of growers." 

practice consisted of spraying the soil with crude oil to 
destroy all weed growth. Whenever the weed growth 
began to compete with the trees for moisture, the land 
was sprayed with oil to k~ll the weeds. This is contrary 
to the preconceived ideas on soil management. It might 
be argued that the sanie thing would not apply in Aus
tralia because of different climatic conditions, but a 
report from tests in the Mu,rrumbidgee irrigation area 
indicates that they are getting good results from the 
sawe practice. 

In a broadcast interview, Mr. H. J. Frith (Research 
Officer C.S.I.R.O. stationed at Griffith) said that. a con
stant cultivation destroyed soil structure and led to the 
depletion of organic matter in the soil. "We tried two 
traditional systems of management. First: Summer clean 
cultivatioiL and winter green cover crops; then summer 
clean cultivation plus farmyard manure. We compared 
these two systems with a system of no cultivation with 
weeds controlled by mowing, and no cultivation with 
weeds controlled by oil sprays. Each of these treatments 
was tested to compare the performance, when no nitrogen 
was applied and when quantities of 4-8 and 16 lbs. of 
sulphate of ammonia were given to each tree. 1Results 
have been rapidly forthcoming." 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 
MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £500,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £255,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 
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"PADLOCI{" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa, Coomealla (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mildura 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected.· 
Growe1·s' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 
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THE SALVAGE CLAIM 
In past issues of the "News" growers have been informed of the sub~ission of a clai"?" by The AJ?:F.A. 

to the·Federal Government for financial compensation to those g.-owers who. durm_g Season 1950, mcul·red add!ttonal 
costS in salvaging rain-daMaged fruit so that every possible ton of Drie•d Fi'uit~ would he available, to overseas 
markets in a year when supplies were so short. On 23rd ~agust, 1950, f?l!o;nmg on con.ferences ~1th represen
tatives .0 f growers and pacldng houses, a request was uuhm.It~ed to the IVlmis~erc for Commerce, stnce then The 
A.D.F.A. Board of Management have maintained close con tad wi~h Mr. McEwen to c·btain a decision from. Federal 
Cabinet. Federal Cabinet have been, however, unwilling to c-unsider the claim until the Bureau of Agricultural 

-Economics had completed and issued its initial survey repo!;"t on the Australi:!.n Dried Fruit.s Industry. 

Additional Data Required. "It will be seen that while growers were able to realise 
At the· time that the Bureau's initial report was sub- ·of low grade fruit at appropriate market 

mitted to the Minister the Fede1·al elections intervened,_ the difference between those market 
with the result that consideration by Federal Cabinet·-, values on 4695 tons, and realised 
vms again deferred, and it was not until further discus- on the foregoing tonnages, 
sions had taken place between The A.D.F.A., the Export grower is shown to be-
Control Board and the Bureau of Agricultural Economics_ by packers £108,096 

·in June it was learned that t-he Minister for ,_ · · instead of to 
required additional data .to support the original claim._-_, 
These data rglated to the 'actual tonnage -of salvage fruit· 
invohed, the cost of re-treatment actually cha_rged by 
packing houses to growers,_ and the extent to which the 
salvage fruit had been graded into packed fruit or 
diverted to distilleries. Packing houses supplied this 
information to Head Office, with the result that on the 
18th July the Chainnan of the Board of Management 
(Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E.), wrote the following letter 
to the Minister:- · 

£108,096 Cost of Re-treatment. 
"Following on discussions which have taken ·pla:ce 

between the Direc,tOr -of the' Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics and this Association relative to· the' request 
for ·financial recompense by the Federal Government to 
growers for additional costs incurred in salvaging rain
damaged fruit to augment the limited supplies of dried 
fruit available to overseas markets during 1950, certain 
information has been obtained from packing houses 
which supports the -original request submitted to you-on 
231'd August, 1950. 

"At that time the estimated additional cost to growers 
to salvage the rain-damaged fruit was £152,250, based 
on an estimate of 23,424 tons of treated fruit. Latest 
figures show ~pat the cost of treatment by packing houses 
alone, which has been charged to growers, is £108,096 
on a delivered sweat box weight basis of 30,482 tons. 

11The foregoing extra charge does not in any ·way 
include:- · 
(a) The eXtra labour incurred by the grower on his pro

perty in treating· the fruit befol'e delivery to the 
packing house. This cost cannot be segregated from 
the general costs of the g-rower. 

(b) The value of fruit which was a dead loss after pack
ing houses had· treated the salvaged -fruit, packed 
that proportion which was capable of being packed 
and either sold or classified for such sale to distil
leries fruit which was incapable of being graded as 
packed fruit. 

(c) The loss on fruit which had to be sent to the distil
lery instead of being packed as grade fruit. 

Growers Lose "£333,338. 
"-Without the addition of any alk>wance for _the extra 

labour incurred by the grower for treating salvage fruit 
before delivery to the packing houses, the total loss to 
growers_is ~nlculated at £333,338. 

"The ·out-'turn of 30,482 tons of salvage fruit is as 
follows:
Out-turn 

PHcked .. 
Distillery 
Complete loss .. 

Currants 
Tons 

3,306 
308 
100 

3,714 

Sultanas 
Tons 

19,092 
3,480 
1,196 ---· 

23,768 
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Lexias 
Tons 

1,904 
907 
189 

3,000 

Total 
Tons 

24,302 
4,695 
1,485 

80,482 

166,04.2 

59,200 

£333,338 

~~~~~~~l~~:!~i:i;~c~onfirm the opmwn expressed last to you, that as salvage 
growers to recove1· the largest 

so that supplies, though depleted, 
could be made available to markets during 1950, when 
production suffCTed so severely from adverse harvest 
and post-harvest conditions, the Federal Government 
should regard the claim quite separately from the eco
nomic stability of the Industry and the need for special 
financial assistance as has been revealed by the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics' recent survey. My Board 
confirms its original view that when making: the claim 
for salvage costs in the· first place this Association did 
not envisage that ··it would be subject to the financial 
position of the Industry as a whole. 

"In support of the belief that the salvage claim was 
separate to any findings by the Bureau of. Agricultural 
Economics it is desired to mention that the salvage 
claim was submitted to you subsequent to the request 
that the Bureau carrY out a survey of the Indmtry. It 
was not until May (some months after you had intimated 
at a meeting of growers in Mildura that you would 
instruct the Bureau to undertake a survey), that the 
result of the harvest and post-harvest conditions was 
such that it was realised the cost of salvaging would 
reach such proportions as to necessitate a separate 
approach to the Federal Government for financial 
assistance. 

uHad salvaging not been carried out at additional cost 
the quantity of D1·ied Fruits available to markets would 
have been much smaller. As it was more than 24,000 
tens were recovered, and overseas markets gained 
accordingly. 

(~£108,096 a Just Claim." 
"My Board feel that the claim for salvage costs of 

£108,096, at least, is a just claim, and one which can 
be submitted to the Federal Government for most 
sympathetic consideration, seeing that the fruit which 
was recovered considerably assisted in meeting the obli
gations to supply reasonable quantities of- Dried Fruits 
under the contract existent between the U.K. Ministry 
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of Food and the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board. 

"In the event of the Federal Government granting the 
Industry's claim no difficulties will be experienced in 
making payments to those growers who incurred salvage 
costs, as the figure of £108,096 has been compiled from 
the specific debit notes passed to the growers concerned. 

"In conclusion, my Board feel that a personal inter
view with you before presentation of the Industry's claim 
to Federal Cabinet would be of considerable assistanc·e 
in clarifying any points which this and earlier communi
cations may have failed to adequately explain. I, myself, 
and Members of my Board will be available at the 
shortest notice and v·:herever you decide to meet us." 

Accompanying Mr. Howie's letter 
statistical infOl'mation :~ 

Tonnages 

State 
Victoria and N.S.W. 

(Rive1· Murray) . 2,269 
South Australia . . 1,445 

Question and Answer 
On the resumption of Parliament in July Mr. Winton 

G. Turnbull, M.H.R. (Mallee) asked the Minister for 
Commerce the following- question:-

"In 1950 the Dried Fruits Industry made an application 
tci the Minister for Commerce and Agriculture for finan~ 
cial assistance, which would; of course, stimulate the 
production of Dried Fruit, and the facts on which the 
application was based are well known to the honoui·able 
gentleman. Can the Minister indicate when the Industry 
may expect an answer to its application, and will he 
endeavour to arrange fOl' Cabinet to discuss this very 
important matter at an early date?" 
to which the Minister replied: 'I "When the Dried Fruits Industry made representa
tions .to the Government for assistance thl'ough the 

, honourable member for Mallee, I arranged with the 
f J}ureau -of Agricultural Economics to conduct an inves
! tigation of the production costs of Dried Fruits p.roducers 
J and the whole economic structure of the Industry. 
, Although that stuvey was ·completed last November, the 

·j' report was not made public., At the time negotiations 
, were proceeding with the United Kingdom Government 
j for a new export price for Dried Fruits and "it was 

"'"-"-- 1 considered that the publication of the report .might preju-
1 dice those negotiations, and the Dried Fruits producers 

acquiesced in that view. Since then the negotiations 
have been com.pleted, but in the meantime it has been 
found ncessary to conduct further investigations into 
another request by the Industry for assistance to cover 
the cost of salvaging fruit damaged by the elements. 
The Industry has virtually asked_ for leave to alter the 
case for financial assistance that it presented in the first 
place, and the Government is now {!Waiting the presen
tation Of a ·complete, case by the In-dustry. I assure the 
honourable member that as'soon as I- receive that -docu
ment the matter will he brought before the Cabinet and 
a decision Vlrill be made -and communicated to the 
Industry.'' 

Result State 
Packed Vic. & N.S. 

S.A, 
Dist, Vk & RS,W, 

S,A, 
Lost Vic. & N.S. 

SA 

3,714 

Cost of 
As Compiled from 

Victoria and.New South Wales 
South Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . 

' ' £100,241 
7,855 

£108,096 

Note: It is not possible to seg1•egate figures and costs 
for Victoria and NewS<· 'th-Wales_ growers as some 
N.S.W. fruit is processeD ~·,ld packed in Victoria. 

Average Market Realisati,- <of Fruit Packed from 
Treated, :."ruit. 

Currants . . £70.335 per ton 
Sultanas .......... £72.006 per ton 
Lexias ............ £83.313 per ton 

Average Distillery Realisation of Fruit Delivered for 
Treatment and Not Capable of Being Graded. 

Currants . . . . . . £38.808 per ton 
Sultanas . . , . . . . . . .· £38.666 per' ton 
Lexias . . . . £38.871 per ton 

Value of Fruit .Completely Lost, Based on. Average 

' 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .. 

Distillery Value. 
100 tons @ £38,808 

, . 1,196 tons @ 38,666 
189 tons @ 38,871 

1,485 

Loss on Fruit Sent to Distillery Being 
Grades. 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .. 

308 
3,480 

907 

4,695 
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tons @ £31.527 
tons @ 33.340 
tons @ 44A42 

£3,881 
46,245 

7,346 

£57,472 

Under Pacldng 

£9,710 
116,023 

40,309 

£166,042 

Mr. A. G. Downer, M.H.R., asked a similar question. 
·It will be seen that the Minister was under the impres

sion, as a result of The A.D.F.A.'s talks with the Bureau 
of AgTicultural Economics, that the claim for salvage 
Wfl.,s to be altered, but the only alteration contemplated 
by The A.D.F.A. was to support the original claim by 
submitting data prepared fTom records kept by packing 
houses. The foregoing' letter by Mr. HOwie is a con
firmation, rather than an altemtion, of the original 
claim made in August, 1950. 

Personal Interview Sought 
The Industry now looks forward to an early and 

sympathetic decision to the original claim, which is some 
twelve months old. The Board of Management is willing, 
and indeed considers it af)visable, to support the infor
_mation contained in M1·. Howie's letter by a personal 
visit, to impress on the Minister for Commerce for sub
mission to Federal Cabinet the justice of the claim made 
on behalf of those growers who loyally undertook to 
salvage their fruit to ensure that in a year of extremely 
short supply additiOnal quantities of Dried Fruits were 
available, particularly for overseas markets. The Minis
ter has been asked to personally interview members of 
the Board, and his answer is eagerly awaited. 

POLICY OF THE AD.F.A. 
Although a number of branches have submitted sug

gestions which would promote closer li:iison between 
the executive bodies of The A.D.F.A. and growers, and 
between growers themselves, many branches have not 
done so, and as the Board of Management will be con
sidering this matter at their August meeting, these 
branches arc urged to submit their suggestion as expe
ditious1y as possible to the General Secretary . 

• 
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