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The Constitution Alteration (Marketing) Bill 

Amendment Explained by Mr. Menzies 
What has been stated to have been the most lucid explanation of the 

position yet made is printed in full as it appeared in Hansard. Those in the 
industry will find in the argument put forward facts for disseminating to those 
who need convincing. 

Section 92, under which the Commonwealth 
was ruled to be bound is as follows:-

"On the imposition of uniform duties of 
customs, trade, commerce, and intercourse 
among the States, whether by means of inter
nal carriage or ocean navigation, shall be abso
lutely free." 

Privy Council in the well-known case of 
James v. Commonwealth, legislation had from 
time to time been passed by the Common
wealth Parliament on the assumption that Sec
tion 92, providing for inte'rstate 'free trade, did 
not bind the Commonwealth. Broadly, the 
scheme of legislation adopted was, as honor-

scheme which the States were setting up. Sec
tion 92 of the Constitution admittedly was 
binding on the State Parliaments-it still re
mains in full force and effect as binding . on 
the State Parliaments-and its effect was that, 
although a State Parliament might pass a law 
at its own discretion with regard to the intra
state control of some commodity, it could not 
deal with interstate transactions in that com
modity without interfering with the freedom 
of interstate trade. 

In 1920, the High Court in the McArthur 
case offered the view that section 92 was not 
binding on the Commonwealth Parliament, 
and on the strength of that view, .which was 
adhered to· in subsequent decisions of. the 

High Court, the doc-
The amendment pro- trine arose that the 

posed ?Y the Govern- SUP P 0 R T F 0 R R E FER END U M Commonwealth Par-
ment 1s to add these liament, while it had 

words:- Letter From Merchants no power to deal with 

«The provisions of 
the last preceding sec
tion shall nOt apply to 
laws with respect to 
marketing made by the 
Parliament in the ex
ercise· of any powers 
vested in the Parlia
ment by this Consti
tution." 

In view of the recent statement by Mr. Hawkes, chairman of the Sydney Cham
ber of Commerce, the following letter from the Federal Grocers' Assodation is of 
value. This association comprises the wholesale distributing houses to grocers through
out the Commonwealth, and it can be appreciated that the motion will have far-reach
ing effects. Through its long association with the·se firms .the Board of Management 
is able to feel confident that' this promise will be carried out to the full. The letter 
reads:-

mternal trade m the 
various States, could 
give validity to State 
schemes by itself con
trolling interstate trade 
in a particular com
modity. Thus, for ex
ample; the Common-

H. D. Howie, Esq., Chairman A.D.F.A.-Sir: I have to advise that the follow- we a 1. t h Parliament 
ing re·solution was unanimously carried at a conference of delegates of the Federal c;mefirmto ;he ~eld for 
\'fholesale Grocers' Association today: .. That the representative's of the respective asso- t le. st tl~eh m ;nd 

Mr Menzies said·- ciations assembled are definitely in favor of the orderly marketing of dried fruits, and lflex~on WDl ~ d f 1~ 
· · '11 d 11 · h · h · · · · h f rmts. ne rults . . Wl o a 1n t err power to get t e·1r respective assoc1at10ns to support t e re eren- . . 

Befor: dealmg Wlth dum proposals as at present before the Federal Parliame·nt, and pledge themselves to control m Austral~a 
the.precd!se 1term~ of thde assist in every way possible the carrying of these proposals into effect."-Yours etc., v.:as 

11
to _be fhoun

1
d .0

1
n-

propose a teratlOn an • gma y m t e egrs a-
its significance, I think FEDERAL WHOLESALE GROCERS ASSOCIATION. tion of South Australia 
it is desirable that 1 R. Bigwood, Secretary, Adelaide, October 26, 1936. and Victoria and 
should say something of subsequently' N e w 
the circumstances that led up to its introduc- able members know, that an arrangement hav- South Wales, but after the State schemes had 
tion, because, as I think can be demonstrated ing been entered into between States for the operated for some years, it -was discovered that 
very readily, the proposal proceeds, not from control of the marketing of some commodity, the State legislation might be evaded by en
some general theory of the Constitution, but State Parliaments passed legislation in order to gaging in interstate trade in dried fruits. It 
from a particular emergency which has arisen effectuate that control and the Commonwealth was at :first thought that a State Parliament 
in relation to the primary industries of Aus~ Parliament then passed supplementary legisla- could overcome that difficulty by exercising 
tralia. Prior to the recent decision of the tion designed to give full validity to the · (Continued on Page 2) 
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The Constitution Alteration (Marketing) Bill doing up to the time that the Privy Council 
spoke. Honorable: members should have two 
things in mind when they approach the con
sideration of this question. First, they must 
determine what is desirable by way of altera
tion of the Constitution. That I imagme is 
what the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Cur
tin) had in mind when he suggested by inter
jection that we might take the whole trade 
and commerce power and so deal with the 
whole of this problem ourselves without any 
reference whatever to State Parliaments. Ac
cording to one's point of view, that may or 
may not be desirable, but the moment it is 
said that it may be desirable, one is brought 
up against the second consideration-the con
sideration not only of what is desirable, but 
also of what is possible. The primary pro
ducers of Australia would have little for which 
to thank us if, after a rhetorical flourish, we 
submitted to the people a proposal which 
could not be carried. We might .be able to 
stand on a thousand platforms and say "This 
is desirable." But after the referendum has 
been taken, what the primary producer will 
be interested in, is; «What is my position? Can 
I have my marketing scheme?" We, there
fore, have to address· our minds to the prac
ticable aspect of the problem which is: "What 
kind of amendment can be· devised which will 
be practicable and give validity to these mar
keting schemes and at the same time will have 
a reasonable prospe·ct of securing the majori
ties required under section I 2 8 of the Consti
tution?" Having considered that aspect of 
the matter, the Government dire·cted its mind 
to the formulation of a proposed alteration 
which would in substance recapture the lost 
ground and give validity to the kind of scheme 
of which this Parliament on at least three 
occasions has approved in relation to the pri
mary commodities that I have mentioned. It 
has devised an alteration which honorable 
members now have before them in the fonn 
of a proposed new sub-section 92A of the 
Constitution. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

the power of compulsorily acquiring the dried 
fruits of any grower who did not abide by the 
restrictions imposed by State law. Such power 
of compulsory acquisition was to be found in 
the dried fruits legislation of the various 
States. It was used against a gentleman now 
well known in litigous circle, Mr. James. He 
challenged it in a case which subsequently 
went to the Privy Council as James v. Cowan, 
and it was ultimately decided by the Privy 
Council, overriding a doctrine which had been 
held by the High Court, that the expropri
ation was invalid if, in fact, it interfered with 
the right of James to carry on interstate busi
ness in dried fruits. In that way the attempt 
to give effect to this scheme of compulsory 
acquisition fell to the ground. It was be
cause of that, as Queensland members will re
member, that the High Court decided in what 
came to be known as the Peanut case that 
certain local schemes in Queensland were· simi
larly invalid. In that state of affairs the 
whole validity, the whole prac-ticability, of 
these marketing schemes came to depend upon 
the view that the Commonwealth was not 
bound by Section 92, ~nd that the Common
wealth, theTefore, could control interstate 
trade by means of a licensing system. It was 
on that theory, approved by the High Court, 
that the Commonwealth legislation with re
gard to dairy products, dried fruits, and wheat 
was passed. The re·sult of the recent decision 
of the Privy Council was undoubtedly to in
validate every one of those Commonwealth 
laws. The position today is that dairy pro
ducts control pursuant to that legislative 
scheme has come to an end, as has also dried 
fruits control. Neither is there any validity 
in the wheat marketing scheme which was, in 
its Commonwealth part, enacted Dy this Par
liament last year. That decision creates a 
position which vitally affects the in,.terests, not 
only of the primary producers of Australia, 
but also of the people as a whole who are 
vitally interested in the solvency and success 
of the primary industries. The Government 
has,.' therefore, to consider very carefully what 
steps should be taken in order to rectify the 
position. 

Mr. Brennan: Steps to avoid the difficulty 
woUld have been better. 

Mr. Menzies: I do not understand the remark. 
l must address myself within tho limits of my 
own knowledge, to a difficulty which we must 
make an attempt to overcome. There axe 
several ways in which the problem of giving 
assistance to primary producers may be ap
proached. It is the policy of every party in 
this_ House to give a home~conSUiilpcion price 
ta:-·A:u_stralian fanners, and it is well that we 
shoUld remember this. There have been argu
mepts in-·this Parliament' since I have been a 
I\i,ember regarding the machinery by which 
t;his .. s.hould be done, but there has been com
ffi~n agreement as -·to the desirability of giving 
~hat. is, · in substance, a home-consumption 
price to the men who grow our primary pro
dUcts. It is now for us to consider how this 
i$ to be done. 

ONE POSSIBLE METHOD 
In the first place, we may attempt to give 

io the farmers the financial result of a home
~onsumption price by imposing an excise duty 
on the commodities in question, and distri
buting the proceeds by way of bounty. That, 
in effect, was what was done by means of the 
flour tax, and such a proceeding is, in my 
opinion, within the legislative competence of 
the Commonwealth Parliament. There is no 
need to gloss over the fact that, if the Com
monwealth Parliament chooses to assist the pri
mary producers in this way, it can do so, 
but honorable members will observe at once 
that such a scheme would be open to grave 
criticism on two counts. It is true, that by 
means of such a scheme, it would be possible 
to give to the farmer the financial result of 
a home-consumption price, but it would be 

impossible to give him organised marketing. 
To do so would involve the control and or
ganising of the whole business of marketing, 
and that, in turn, involves power to re·gulate 
and control, not merely power to collect and 
distribute moneys. It is necessary that we 
should distinguish between organised market
ing, and the payment of a sum of money out 
of the proceeds of a tax. 

The second count upon which a scheme 
based on the levying of excise is open to criti
cism is that it would fail to provide that 
stability in primary industries which is neces
sary to their continued prosperity and proper 
development. The secondary industries have 
been established, and are developing, in this 
country, because, by means of the tariff policy, 
with its minor or major fluctuations, we have 
been able to give them stability. We have 
thus been able to allow for the development 
of businesses; and the encouragement of sec
ondary enterprises, by .a reasonably stable 
policy. But if the primary industries are to be 
made dependent' upon the occasional enact
ment by Parliament of excise duties, and the 
occasional payment by Parliament of bounties, 
it is difficult to say how there can be any 
stability in primary industry. If there is to 

be enterprise,, if we are to encourage: long
term planning, it is as reasonable to give this 
measure of security to the man on the land, 
as it is to give: it to the manufacturer. That 
is the great and compelling reason which has 
actuated those who, in the past, have stood 
for the inauguration of organised marketing 
schemes. 

I have referred to those alternatives because 
it is important that they should be remembered 
side by side with my frank admission that, 
constitutionally, there is nothing to prevent 
this Parliament, if it thinks fit, from impos
ing excise duties and distributing bounties for 
the assistance of primary industries.· 

1\, SECOND METHOD 
There is still another solution of the prob

lem, a way which is open to the State Par
liaments, and I refer to it because there has 
been a very marked disposition to mis-state 
the nature of the emergency that has arisen, 
and a marked disposition, in some quarters, to 
say that the Privy Council has clipped the 
wings of the Commonwealth. As a matter of 
fact, what it has done is to clip the wings 
of the Commonwealth and the States, to pre
vent them from acting together as they have 
hitherto been acting. However, a close per
usal of the reasons for the judgment of the 
Privy Council suggests the possibility that the 
State Parliaments may be able to· deal with this 
matter by fixing the price at which goods can 
be sold, and by making the price apply to 
goods sold both intra-state and interstate. I 
make this reference because, in the course of 
their judgment, their lordships say that they 
do not understand themselves to overrule any 
judgment of the High Court, with the pos
sible exception of the judgment in the Mc
Arthur case, and if that judgment be over
ruled the. proposition I am suggesting may 
be one of substance. However, I do not 
think that that would be the best way in 
which to deal with the problem before us. I 
think that honorable members will agree that 
this is not a problem that' ca;n be appropri
ately dealt with in six watertight compart
ments, as it were. It is surely a problem in 
which some co-ordinating action by the Com
monwealth is essential if we -are to put int'o 
practice a nation-wide scheme. 

Mr. Curtin: Would it not be better to have 
one water-tight compartment. 

Ml·. Menzies: I am sure the honorable mem
ber will believe me when I say that the sugges
tion has not been entirely overlooked. 

THE THIRD POSSIBILITY 
The third possibility is to take steps to 

amend the Commonwealth Constitution in or
der that we may once more-but this time 
effectively and validly-do what we were 

THE EFFECT OF THE PROPOSAL 
The broad effect of the proposal can, per

haps, be paraphrased in this way: The powers 
which the Commonwealth Parliament now has 
to make laws in respect of interstate trade and 

. commerce, taxation, bounties and other mat
ters of that kind for the purpose of giving 
effect to marketing schemes will not in any 
way be extended, as such, but will merely be 
freed from the restriction placed on them by 
section 92. The result will be that when the 
Commonwealth Parliament, under its existing 
powers, passes a law designed to supplement 
marketing schemes contained in State legisla
tion, it will be no answer to the validity of 
that law to say that it impinges on section 92. 
It will be seen by honorable members tha: the 
Government proposes to submit an alteration 
of a limited kind and one to which I should 
imagine it would be extremely difficult for 
any State Government or State Parliament to 
object. I refer to that because every honor
able member knows that there is a constant 
debate proceeding in Australia between the 
two parties, the Commonwealth and the 
States, each claiming to be incensed about an 
infringement of rights. In submitting this 
proposal we simply ask the people of Aus
tralia to restore to the Commonwealth Par
liament', in relation to marketing, the power 
that this legislature and the State Parliaments 
both assumed it had when it passed the legis
lation which now controls the marketing of 
at least three great primary industries. 

I direct attention to one or two particular 
features of the proposed new section, because 
it is proper that honorable ·members should 
fully appreciate the reasons that have actuated 
the use of particular words that have here 
been used. The opening phrase of the section 
is: .. The provisions of the last preceding sec
tion shall not apply ... " 
The effect of that is to prevent section 92 
from having any operation on a law which 
is otherwise validly made within the meaning 
of section 51 or the proposed new sub-section. 
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In other words the provisions of section 9 2 are 
not to apply to Commonwealth laws on mar
keting. 

1 he word «marketing" is one which has 
adueved a very wide currency in Australia, 
and the political and economic world. It is 
not a precise term of art. It would undOubt
edly be held to cover buying and selling of 
goods and commodities and transactions inci
dental thereto. But it has been used in pre
ference to the more common term in the Con
stitution-«trade and commerce," for a 
special reason. Section 51 of the Constitution 
enumerates the 39 powers given to the Par
liament of the Commonwealth. The first of 
these is to legislate in respect of trade and 
commerce with other countries and among 
the States. Other powers are set out such as 
taxation, bounties on production and so forth, 
all of which clearly might be used in relation 
to what we call a marketing scheme. We are 
always inclined to say that the particular 
machinery that we are using at one time will 
always be the machinery. That may be so, 
but it may happen that in ten or :fifteen years, 
during the currency of this amendment, it 
will be found that the best means of control
ling marketing is to use the power of taxa
tion, or bounties, or the power of trade and 
commerce in conjunction with the other two. 
If the term "trade and commerce" had been 
used in this section, instead of the term -(•mar
keting," it may have been argued, as it was 
argued before the Privy Council, that the only 
reference was to laws made under section 51, 
paragraph 1. What I have been endeavoring 
to achieve is definite security that market
ing laws made under section 51 shall be 
exempted from the provisions of section 92. 
That is why this term, which is understood 
in effect, although it is not a term of law. 
has been used in the proposed new section. 

Mr. Scullin: Does the honorable member 
suggest that it' may embrace the whole of the 
powers conferred upon the Commonwealth by 
section 51? 

Mr. Menzies: There are some powers given 
by section 51 which would not appear to touch 
upon a marketing scheme. It is very difficult in 
advance to take a series of categories of power 
and say that one may conceivably touch mar
keting and another may not. It is therefore 
the safest and most comprehensive plan to use 
the term umarketing" and to say, in effect, 
that whatever power the Commonwealth has 
in respect of marketing shall not be limited 
by section 92. 

Mr. Curtin: Does the honorable member 
contemplate inserting in the Constitution a 
definition of the term umarketing" or does he 
propose merely to let the High Court deter
mine its meaning? 

Mr. Menzies: Whatever de:finition we set up 
ourselves in relation to any legislation, it is for 
the High CoUrt to interpret it. 

Mr. Curtin: That leaves it nebulous. 
Mr. Menzies: That is true of every word 

used in the Constitution. Except at its own 

risk, this Parliament has no power to interpret 
by its own legislation words used in the Con
stitution. 

Mr. Curtin: That risk could be taken. 
Mr. Menzies: To endeavor to set out an ex

haustive definition of a word of this kind used 
in the Constitution would be to invite more 
troubles than we solve, because it would be im
possible to provide a definition which would 
anticipate all future developments. It is very 
important to remember that the Constitution, 
which is the framework of Government, speaks 
in language which advisedly is couched in some
what large terms. It has never been attempted 
in the Commonwealth Constitution, or, indeed, 
in any other constitution, to give a precise defi
nition of the terms used, because it is realised 
-and this problem far exceeds any legal difli
culty-that a growing communtiy must, in 
the language· of its constitution, have a cer
tain degree of flexibility. A community which 
is growing must' make some provision for its 
growth in the organic law which controls it. 

Mr. Beasley: Does the Attorney-General 
think that the proposed new section is keeping 
pace with the growth of this country? 

Mr. Menzies: It is keeping pace with the 
growth of this particular problem, and as I have 
already indicated, we are dealing with the prob
lem that lies to our hands. The honorable 
member for West Sydney (Mr. Beasley) may 
say that this is not a large growth, but it is an 
important growth, though perhaps not suffici
ently ambitious to meet his ideas. 

THE MEANING OF PRIMARY 
PRODUCERS 

Honorable members will have observed that 
in the proposed alteration there is no reference 
to "primary prodqcts." As they may recall 
from reading the newspapers that certain 
amendments tentatively submitted to the con
ference in Adelaide contained those words, it 
is proper that I should explain why the phrase 
does not find a place in the proposed new 
section. The phrase uprimary products" I 
found thinking about it really hard for tbe 
first time, to be one of most tremendous am~ 
biguity. It is one which we are in the habit 
of using loosely without knowing what it 
really means. The truth of the matter is that 
the editor of the uNew Oxford Dictionary" 
has never heard of it. It is taken from what 
golfers call a local rule. 

Mr. Blackburn: Coal might be a primary 
product and butter not one. 

Mr. Menzies: Those are two instances I was 
about' to give. Butter is a manufactured com
modity and it would be very difficult to include 
it in any off-hand definition of primary pro
ducts. Similarly flour, which has been con
trolled and taxed by this Parliament, is just as 
much a manufactured commodity as is a pair 
of boots. In these circumstances if we simply 
used the phrase "primary productsn we should 
be omitting from the power commodities which 
every one wished to be controlled in some way. 
If, on the other hand, we define the term ••pri
mary products" by reference to its earmarks, 
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Report on Frost Prevention Investigations 

A report submitted by Mr. J. H. Gordon, 
covering the activities of the frost conferences 
sponsored by the Association dealt with the 
main feanlres of the work to date (see· other 
columns) and plans for the immediate future. 
Several features of the report are of general 
interest and show one of the many services 
that the A.D.F.A. gives. To quote portions 
of the report: "The A.D.F.A. has set a stan
dard of organisation and its corollary of ser
vice to its members by bringing into being a 
movement to collate and disseminate for the 
first time the total knowledge available in the 
Commonwealth on the important problem of 
preventing losses by frost damage. The in
formation is being made available to all pri
mary produceTs concerned . .' 

The value of these two conferences has been 
great to the industry, inasmuch as they have 
been the means of giving a lead to growers on 
the matter to such an effect that in this year 
of serious frosts many growers were able to 
save their crops where they followed the re-

feature of this aspect of the production prob
lems is that the bogey of frost loss is converted 
to the simple matter of insuring against loss 
by the use of a method that is effective. The 
grower no longer needs stoically to take what 
was considered the inevitable, but is able to 
fight the menace; in short, by a certain amount 
of expenditure of money and effort he is able 
to attain continuity of yeild. Three years ago 
this was not envisaged by those in frost areas. 

COOMEALLA PACKING HOUSE SOLD 

Arrangements have been completed for the 
purchase by a company formed by the Mil
dura packing houses, each unit of which will 
hold shares in the new venture. Applications 
have been called for a manager and the com
pany will function as a separate unit giving 
the full service of an A.D.F.A. packing house. 
The arrangement does not preclude any of the 
shareholding companies from operating in the 
Coomealla area. 
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ARTHUR'S SEAT 

The Chairman of the Fed
eral Council, Mr. Arthur 

Johnst·one, in King Solomon's 

Chair. 

During the conference, Mr. 
Johnstone equalled the wis

dom of the famous King in 
settling a claim regarding a 
representative by offering to 
give two-thirds to one claim
ant and one-third to the 

other. The result was the 
st'ory of the mothers over 

again. 
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commendations. The £100 expended by the 
A.D.F.A. in arranging and paying for these 
meetings has been an excellent investment and 
it is gratifying to the Board and to the com
mittee of the conference, which is practically 
the members of the conference acting in their 
respective States, to see how the practice has 
spread. It ·is estimated that approximately 
500 acres were efficiently protected during the 
recent frosts. This area at an average of 1 f 
tons to the acre at £32 per ton net to the 
grower equals £24,000, or assuming that with
out protection there would have been a 50 per 
cent. crop (£12,000). The cost of the fuel, 
interest on plant and labor would be about 
£1500. The £100 has been well spent and a 
service given that is in keeping with the pur
pose of the Association. The outstanding 

A.D.F.A. FROST CONFERENCE 

The third conference sponsored by the 
A.D.F.A. was held at Mildura on November 
9. Delegates from South Australia, New South 
Wales and Victoria attended, and depart
mental officers from the Commonwealth and 
several States were preSent. 

A good deal of valuable data is being pre
pared from the Conference. Whilst it was the 
wish of delegate'S to hold the conference while 
the lessons from the recent frosts were fresh 
in their minds, the full report of the discus
sions and recommendations will not be pub
lished until a date to be fixed. This informa
tion will be made available to growers in 
ample time to enable them to benefit from the 
:findings. 

THE CONSTITUTION ALTERATION 
(Continued from Page 3 

statute-book. They have not bee·n repealed; 
they have simply been rendered invalid by the 
dectsion of the Privy Council, and so long as 
the Constitution remains unalteTed. will con
tinue to be invalid; but, offering an immediate 
answ'er to the inteqection of the honorable 
member for Forrest (Mr. Prowse), it is my 
own view that, if the Constitution is amend
ed, and so becomes a proper foundation for a 
valid law of exactly the same kind as that now 
on the statute·-book, it will not be necessary 
w re-enact the marketing legislation, because 
the laws are already on the statute-book, and 
their validity will be' revived. 

Mr. Curtin: Surely Parliament cannot pass 
an invalid la.w on the expectation that, at 
some time, the requisite constitutional change 
w1ll be made to g1ve it validity? 

Mr. Menzies: I do not know why it should 
not, although I could hardly conceive of such 
an instance·. 

Mr. Curtin: If Parliament were not compe
tent to pass a law, surely it could not later 
be validated by a c·onstitution alteration. 

Mr. Menzies: Any question of valid-
ity that anses m relation to any law 
arise·s at the time it is being decided 
upon by the courts. If a law is being 
enforced at the end of 1937 and the defence 
put up is that it is invalid on the ground that 
the Commonwealth Parliament had no power 
to pass it, the answer depends upon whether 
at the time of enforcement, the law in ques
tion is supported by the necessary constitu
tional power. The point which I desire to 
emphasise is that this law has not been re
pealed. When any court decides that a law 
is invalid, it doe·s not thereby repeal it. The 
law remains on the stantte-book, and lives, 
so to speak, in a state of suspended animation. 

Mr. Curtin: Then Parliament would be 
competent to pass a law for the introduction 
of a 40-hour week in anticipation of the 
people giving that law validity at a referendum? 

Mr. Menzies: If we were sufficiently fatuous 
to do so, the answer tO the interjection of the 
Leader of the Opposition is in the affirmative. 
If we were sufficiently without bona fide occu
pation as to want to occupy our time by pass
ing laws today on the off-chance that some day 
we might be given the constitutional power to 
make them valid, it would be an amusing 
specta.cle. 

Nir. Curtin: It wo~tld be no more amusing 
than the present spectacle. 

Mr. Menzies: But the present proposal does 
not arise out of some fatuousness on the Dart of 
Parliament. This is a specific case. Parliament 
passed certain legislation, and was told that 
it had the power to do so. It is now dis
covered that~ as the Constitution stands at 
the present· time, such _power does not exist. 
Very well, then, Parliament is going to the 
people to ask them to repair the gap. If they 
repair the gap, my immediate answer, in rep,ly 
to the interjection of the honorable member 
for Forrest, is that the laws relating to mar
keting would revive in validity as soon as the. 
writs were returned containing the informa
tion in connexion with an affirmative re'Sult 
in accordance with section 128. 

I have occupied the time of the House' 
longer than I expected. I submit this amend-: 
ment to honorable members, and inform them.' 
that there will be a subsequent machinery 
measure to bring before the House. 
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Distinguished Canadian Statesman 
Conference Addressed By The Right 

Honorable R. B. Bennett, K.C. 
The Federal Council was privileged to see and hear the Right Honorable 

.R. B. Bennett, K.C., of Canada, one of the outstanding figures in the Empire. 
To listen is to realise here is a man whose mind does not stop at the borders of 
his own state or country. 

lV!Ir. Bennett is well known to the industry for his work as Chairman of 
the Ottawa Conference and for the efforts made by him during his term as 
Prime Minister of Canada on the present treaty under which such a large ton
nage of Australian fruits is sold to Canada with a preference of £18/13/4 a ton. 

In reply to the welcome of the Council, :Mr. 
Bennett said he regarded as a privilege the op
portunity of seeing and meeti:ng members of 
the Association after what he had heard and 
read of them. He congratulated them on the 
work they were doing. If the dried fruits 
industry had something to sell it was import
ant that its quality should be unquestioned. 
To the extent that the industry fell down on 
quality it was going to lose markets. The 
dried fruits trade was important in every 
country in the world. It was of particular 
importance in the prairie section of Canada, 
where no dried fruits were grown. Between 
the Lakes and the Rocky Mountains, a cul
tivated area of more than __ 1000 miles, east 
to west, and extending 3 00 miles from the 
U.S.A. border to the far north, the population 
was scattered but it numbered two millions 
of people who were great consumers of fruit 
-provided they had the means to pay for it. 
To the extent that the prairie provinces could 
obtain their supplies from Eastern Canada the 
market was not Australia's, but to the extent 
that the supplies came from outside Canada 
they endeavored to give the market to Aus
tralia. In doing so Canada had incurred the 
ill-will of some European countries. He held 
the view that if they were members of a 
family that occupied a vast area and repre
sented one-quarter of the world's population, 
it was possible for them to obtain from one 
another a great deal of what the Empire pro
duced. To the extent that they had recog
nised that fact they had become missioners of 
Empire. Australia had- encountered great 
-difficulties, but for five years in the provinces 
of Canada there had been a succession of crop 
failures, which had reduced their purchasing 
power. 

SOME FIGURES 
That the Australian dried fruits industry 

had an organisat_ion composed of men who 
were so keen, continued Mr. Bennett, was a 
matter of congratulation, not only to the in
dustry, but to those with whom the industry 
had to deal. Canada had improved its pur
chases of dried fruits very considerably since 
the Ottawa conference. In 1931-32 Canada 

had purchased from Australia 22,495,000 lbs. 
of dried fruits 1 including apricots, raisins and 
prunes, and the following year, to March 31, 
1933-the treaty was in operation for only 
portion of the year-the quantity purchased 
rose to more than 32,000,000 lbs. Next year 
the quantity fell to 18,000,000 lbs. for two 
reasons: it was the height of the depre·ssion, 
with a complete loss of crop a.nd a lack of 
purchasing power, and he did not think the 
quality was there. The quality had since im
proved greatly and he could heartily congratu
late them on that·. The following year the 
quantity rose to 31,000,000 lbs., and the year 
after to more than 32,000,000 lbs. He had 
quoted the weight of the fruit, as values, with 
varying exchanges, were sometimes misleading. 
Therefore, there had been a steady improve
ment as Canada's economic position improved. 
Canada's trade was expanding and its revenue 
was increasing, and with the high price of 
wheat its purchasing power had risen. The 
Canadian Minister of Trade and Commerce 
would be in Australia at the end of the 
month, and he trusted would have the op
portunity of learning the position of the in
dustry. It had been said that Canada had 
given too big a preference to Australia, but 
when the Minister learned of the conditions 
under which the industry had started, and 
that it was largely a venture of returned men, 
and that the quality had improved, he saw 
no reason why Canada's purchase of 26,500,-
000 lbs. of raisffis last year should not be 
increased. If the industry maintained its 
quality he was sure that it would have no 
difficulty about its markets. 

RECIPROCITY 
On the other hand Canada produced many 

commodities that Australia used. Canada did 
not produce raisins, and that was a market 
that Australia had been offered and was get
ting. When it came to apples, pears, some 
varieties of apricots, and similar fruits, it 
should be remembered that Canada was not 
only a producer but an export.er. He knew 
Australia did not expect Canada to buy those 
fruits any more than Australia expected 
Canada to buy motor tyres and similar Aus-
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tralian manufactures. But, if everything was 
equal, he would adapt from Scripture1 ttln 
honor preferring one another," to .. In trade 
preferring one another." He would regard it 
as his duty to do what he could to improve 
the relations between the two countries. That 
he was no longer in office was a matter of un
importance-he was still a Canadian. They 
owed allegiance to a common flag, and any
thing they could do would be done to the 
advantage of each other. 
TRIBUTE TO THE AUSTRALIAN TRADE 

COMMISSIONER 
Mr. Bennett said that he would like to pay 

a tribute to the unselfish and devoted ser
vices of the representative of Australia in 
Canada. He did not know of another country 
that was better served in this respect than 
Australia. Mr. Macgregor's desire to improve 
Australia's trade warranted Australia's com
plete confidence. Than Mr. Butler they had 
never seen a more insistent propagandist. He 
had never been sure, after listening to Mr. 
Butler, whether there was any other State than 
the Premier's in Australia. He had since 
realised, of course, that South Australia was 
only one of the Australian States. 

CANADIAN DIFFICULTIES 
Comparing Canada and Australia, Mr. Ben

nett said that Canada had difficulties that 
Australia knew nothing about. They were a 
few million. people inhabiting half a continent, 
but they had upheld their ideals, supported 
their traditions and mai:ntained their person
ality. Australia certainly was under a disad
vantage in the matter of transportation, but 
wireless had done something to improve its 
communication with the outside world. God 
had given to Australians as trustees, the great
est country for richness of resources and vari
ety of climate. The pioneers of Australia have 
had one end that has always kept them work
ing, and working, and working, and that was 
their faith in the ultimate future of their 
country. That faith had been rewarded. The 
younger men he could see amongst the dele
gates must accept the trust that tradition and 
history both imposed on them with the same 
courage as the pioneers, with the pioneers' grim 
determination that' out of difficulty would 
come success and the conviction that the ef
fort would not be unworthy -of the reward. 
He would always treasure among his mem
ories the fact that he had the opportunity 
of meeting the men who had done so much 
for a great industry and had thereby made a 
big contribution from ·their part of the world 
to the growth of the Empire. 

In replying to a vote of thanks Mr. Ben
nett said that he had seen the great' irrigation 
works. He had seen 14 tons of peaches taken 
from one acre, and 70 tons of sugar cane--
7 tons of sugar-from one acre. He had 
therefore seen something of the variety of 
Australia's resources. To him it seemed that 
all their industry had to do was t'o maintain 
that equitable view of its relationship with 
the consumer. The difficulty arose that man 
could not stand prosperity. He did not want 
to be misunderstood on that point, as that 
difficulty came to all of them. Let nothing 
induce a departure from that equitable rela
tionship between capital, labor and consumer. 
He hoped that if some of the delegates were 
able to come to Canada, he would be able .t'o 
show them something of the country. He 
would not, for example, be able to show them 
any prunes or raisins-happily so, for that 
gave Canada the opportunity of buying 
something of what Australia had to sell. Aus
tralia should not be misled by the suggestion 
that imports and exports as between the two 
countries could be balanced, for no greater 
fallacy than that existed. The dried fruits 
industry could face the future of its market
ing with confidence if it maintained the 
quality of its raisins. 
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THE A.D.F.A. FEDERAL COUNCIL 
Conference Opened By The Premier 

Of South Australia 
The Right Honorable R. B. Bennett, K.C., 

Addresses Delegates 
A feature of the conference was the open

ing of proceedings by the Premier and an ad
dress by the Right Honorable R. B. Bennett, 
K.C. l'his address is featured on another page. 

Mr. H. D. Howie, chairman of the Associ
ation, 'in welcoming the visitors on behalf of 
the Council, said the conference consisted of 
delegates from all over Australia-from Young 
in New So~1th Wales, to Perth, Western Aus
tralia-and represe·nted 93 per cent. of the 
growers in the Australian dried fruits industry.· 
It was an honor to make the acquaintance of 
such a distinguished visitor as Mr. Bennett, 
whom he could assure, growers felt grateful 
for the -help Canada had given the industry in 
Australia. Mr. Bennett had had the honor 
and responsibility of piloting the destiny of 
Canada and had been in office when the trade 
treaty with. Austraiia was negotiated, and had 
shown himself a friend, not only of Australia, 
but of the Empire generally. Mr. Bennett had 
placed national policy above party--politics, and 
while in opposition later, had helped the Gov
ernment, which was then in difficulties, to re
new the treaty. This year Australian trade 
with Canada had amounted to 16,000 tonS, 
which reresented a very large proportion of 
the Dominion's trade in dried fruits. They 
could assure Mr. Bennett that the deal he had 
made for the country had not· been only to 
Australia's advantage. The Australian in
dustry had tried to live up to its responsibi
lities under the treaty and the £18 a ton pre
ference, and not to exploit it, and- in doing 
so this year had penalised itself to keep faith. 
One instance was th.at although the bulk of 
Australian fruit overseas had been sold, and 
sultanas were realising £45 a ton in the United 
Kingdom, they were still filling orders from 
Canada for the same quality fruit at £34 a 
tOn. That showed that the Australian in
dustry was prepared to take the broader view. 
Mr. Howie added he need not assure their old 
friend, Mr. Butler, that it was appreciated 
that he (Mr. Butler) had the same final ob
jective-the good of the industry. He had 
pleasure in inviting Mr. Butler to open the 
conference and Mr. Bennett to address the 
delegates. 

The Premier said it was kind and generous 
of the Association to invite him to the con
ference in view of the difference of opinion 
on some slight matter, which they could leave 
bv the board for the moment. In welcoming 
the interstate visitors, he would assure them 
that he was pleased they were holding their 

conference in Adelaide, and anything the Gov
ernment could do to make their stay in Ade
laide enjoyable would be done. 

lvir. Butler said that he looked on MI. Ben
nett as one who knew more about interna
tional problems than any other man he had 
met in his travels. The industry had to thank 
Mr. Bennett primarily for bringing the Ca-na
dian treaty into being. This had been of tre
mendous benefit to the Empire. Mr. Bennett 

(Block by courtesy the· "News," Adelaide). 

The Hon. R. L. Butler, M.P., and the Right 
Hon. R. B. Bennett, P.C., K.C., who opened 
the fourteenth annual meeting of the Federal 

Council in Adelaide. 

had known at the time that, if Australia was 
prepared to purchase Canadian motor cars and 
other goods, Canada would purchase their dried 
fruits. They _were anxious to find markets 
other 'than Great Britain, for although Great 
Britain would always be their best market it 
was to their advantage to have other markets 
that would extend their trade through the 
Empire. 

Mr. Butler added that he wanted to con
gratulate the A.D.F.A_., which had worked 
with the assistarice of the dried fruits boards 
in establishing the industry on proper. lines in 

Australia. The industry had been in a state 
of chaos, but through the efforts of the 
A.D.F.A. there had been proper organisation, 
and even if the-re had been difficulties, the 
Association's work had been well done. The 
Dried Fruits Board in London was doing good 
work and in that it was only emulating the 
good work of the A.D.F.A. The good work 
the Association had done was not going to be 
undermined or destroyed by anything that had 
happened. (Applause). 

11r. Winterbottom, in proposing a vote of 
thanks to the visitors for opening the confer
ence, said it was appropriate that the confer
ence was being held in Adelaide during South 
Australia's centenary year. South Australia 
had begun,; like the clippers of old, on a good, 
sound copper bottom. Copper mining had 
been followed by wheat and wool, and 50 
years ago a great ttngation settlement had 
begun on ·the river Murray, ·at Renmark in 
South Australia, and at lvlildura i:n Victoria, 
and so laid the foundations of the dried fruits 
industry. The A.D.F.A. was nothing short of 
a miracle of voluntary organisation in that 
such results had been attained from the e·arly 
foundations. It was almost a tragedy to think 
that one man-through a legal technicality
could override the wishes of four State Gov
ernments and the Federal Gov-ernment, as ex
pressed in Acts of Parliament, and so preci
pitate the present position. The A.D.F.A. 
covered the production of dried tree fruits 
including prunes, as well as raisins, sultanas, 
and currants, each variety of which repre
sented a difficult problem. The As.sociation 
had managed for 40 _ ye·ars to carry on pro
duction and marketing. At Renmark, in 1892, 
the total production _was 23 5 cwt. and today 
the Australian production had grown to 
80,000 tons. In 1894 growers were in des
perate straits because they did not have a mar
keting organisation for the:ir production of 
600 tons. Some had sold their fruit at !fd 
a lb., and others rushed to take 1£d, but as 
soon as an organisation was formed and con
trol taken from the merchants they were able 
to raise the price t'o 4d. With them today 
they had Mr. E. J. Roberts, a great old man 
of the industry, and their chairman, who could 
tell them the story of the organisation and 
its formation. On Federation the South Aus
tralian aild Mildura organisations amalgamated 
into the present organisation, which had car
ried on from the time when there was not 
sufficient dried fruits produced for the Aus
tralian market, until the present day, when 
Australia could take only 14,000 tons out of 
a peak production of &o,o·oo tons. In 1912, 
when export was first necessary, the AssoCi
ation laid down the quota system as the only 
way of dealing with the home market. The 
same -System was applied to the New Zealand 
and Canadian markets. In 1921, Mr. Bennett 
s-aw the necessity for Empire preference in 
trade, and in 1925 British preference was 
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shortly followed by Canadian preference, 
which had enabled them to carry on following 
the crisis that arose in the industry in 1924. 

The industry would never have survived, 
conti~ued Mr. Winterbottom, if it had not 
been for organisation. The decision on 
Section 92 of the Constitution had given the 
industry a nasty blow, and it had made the 
centenary year an· unhappy one for the in
dustry. They had faced crises before, and 
they felt that with the aid of the Govern
ments concerned they would survive the· latest. 
The industry represented too big an asset to 
be allowed to suffer. On the river irrigate·d 
areas their production was 74,000 tons from 
50,000 acres, which had an average annual 
rainfall of 9 to 10 inches. Without irrigation 
this country had a sheep-carrying capacity of 
6500 sheep and an annual income of £6000. 
Today, allowing for the production of one 
million bushels of citrus and 10,000 tons of 
grapes, the annual value of its production was 
£3,000,000, and it supported a population of 
40,000. The industry represented a capital 
investment of £7,500,000, and it was one that 
must continue. They could not stop-the 
vines must be pruned,. irrigated, watered. They 
were proud of the fact that they were under 
the Arbitration Court, and that the workers 

West Australian Support For 
Organised Marketing 

The following letters a.t;e indicative of the 
interest being taken by growers in Western 
Australia. It is of particular value, coming 
from that State:-
The Viticulturist Union, Herne Hill, W.A. 

The Secretary A,.D.F.A., Melbourne.-Sir: 
It is the intention of this organisation to ac
tively support the referendum and to co
operate with other interested primary organi
sations in every way possible, so as to ensure 
that it is carried. I am enclosing a copy of 
a letter recently sent to our member for Par
liament, who recently declared that he would 
not support the referendum, and also a warn
ing that we have issued to growers. As one 
of the packing sheds in this State has just 
changed hands, the new proprietors being a 
large firm of wholesale and retail merchants, 
and as this shed is not affiliated with the 
A.D.F.A., it was thought advisable to issue 
this warning, although we hope it will not be 
needed. This will show that we are watching 
the position of affairs and you can count on 

FEDERAL COUNCIL, 1936 

From left.-Sitting: Messrs. S. Broome, E. J. Hudson, G. Hyndman, A. RaWlings, G. 
Hardie, G. Wake, W. Cavendish, A. McKinnon, A. Poppleton, J. H. Gordon, E. J. 
Roberts, R .M. Erck, H. H. Goodman, H. D. Howie (Chairman A.D.F.A.), 
A. Johnstone (Chairman Federal Council) , 
Standing: ].F. Stewart (Organiser),H.H. Smith (W.A.), E. W. Chaston, C. Hall, 
E. J. Casey, L. A. White, A. Fechner, C. S. Ruston, R. Hampton, A. Wilkin, 0. 
Farmer, E. D. Sims, L. B. O'Donnell, H. Newton, A. Fraser, J. Jamieson, A. J. Chap
man, H. R. Jones, T. Steele, M.L.C., 0. Barry Wood, C. W. Till., D. C. Winterbottom, 
J. B. Murdoch, P. Malloch, G. E. Kitchin-Kerr, R. Curren, W. Sumne·r (Secretary 
A.D.F.A.), R. J. Heron, A. Lawrence. 

received their share of the returns from the 
industry, which was really a peasant industry. 
Thirty-two of -those present at the conference 
were growers, and the growers actually con
trolled the industry. There were 5 600 
growers in the industry, spread from one end 
of the country to the other. The Association 
stood for one thing--equity for every man 
in the industry for everything that was sold. 
They had different selling agents, but they all 
agreed to adopt that principle for every man. 
Some outside the industry appeared to think 
that the industry could continue on a policy 
of expediency for a time. The Association 
was, however, founded on principle and would 
continue to function on principle. In con
clusion, Mr. Winterbottom said that he hoped 
that South Australia's future would be as 
bright as its past. The Government of South 
Australia could make the jubilee of the in
dustry next year a happy one by helping to 
restore those marketing powers which it was 
thought existed before the adverse Privy 
Council decision on the James case. 

The Premier, in acknowledging the vote of 
thanks, said. ·that he Wished them all the best 
of good luck. He would advise them not to 

us giving. you all the support we possibly caD 
at all times. You can rely on this organisation 
loyally supporting the A.D.F.A. in their ef
fort to ensure a continuance of controlled 
marketing on a vqluntary basis for next sea
son and Would, therefore, be pleased to re
ceive any matter that we could use in persu
ading growers or the public that it is neces
sary for control to continue. Is it the inten
tion Of your organisation to issue any propa
ganda supporting an alteration to the Consti
tution with the idea of educating the public? 
As you are no doubt aware, there is a cert'ain 
amount of publicity being given to the rea
sons why the people of Australia. should not 
vote for an alteration. Thanking you for past 
favors.-Yours etc., 

L. N. HASLUCK, Hon. Sec. 

Mr. L. Thorn, M.L.A., Parliament House, 
Perth.-Sir: We grapegrowers are naturally 
anxious at the present time to prevent the 
saying. or doing of anything likely to injure 

look on Section 92 as a tragic happening, as 
the industry had two strings to its bow and 
it might find the other the stronger. 

our chance of carrying the referendum to en
able orderly marketing to continue. State
ments recently made by you in Parliament 
to the effect that you would not' support the 
referendum, etc., have caused us some con
cern. As at the time these remarks were made 
by you the Commonwealth Government h"ad 
not announced just what they intended ask~ 
.ing the people of Australia to grant them, it 
was in our opinion a very premature an
nouncement for you to make, and coming 
from a member representing dried fruit 
growers, likely to do our cause a certain 
amount of harm. As the Commonwealth 
Government have now announced just what 
power they wish the people of Australia to 
grant them, and as the A.D.F.A., which re
presents at least 93 per cent. of the dried 
fruit producers of Australia, has decided to 
support the referendum, we would like to r.e
ceive an assurance from you that you ·will 
now be supporting, and in every possible way 
doing your best to see that the referendum is 
carried. 

On behalf of the District Executive of the 
Viticulturist Union.-Yours etc., 

L. N. HASLUCK; Hon. Sec. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 

The sale·s of Association Vine Fruits in the 
Commonwealth to the end of October, com
pare with the figures at the same date for the 
two previous years, as follows:-

VINE FRUITS 
1936 1935 1934 

Tons Tons Tons 
Currants 2116 2473 2281 
Sultanas 5801 5995 5441 
Lexias . 1388 2323 1756 

-- -- --
Totals 9305 10,791 9478 

TREE FRUITS 
1936 1935 1934 

Tons Tons ':Vons 
Apricots ..... 624 485 349 
Nectarines 22 22 H 
Peaches 186 167 97 
Pears . 67 58 37 

-- -- --
Totals .... 899 732 497 

PRUNES 
The sales in the Commonwealth to the end 

of October, 1936, were 1,183 tons, as compared 
with 9 3 5 tons to the same per~od last year. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that application No. 18731/34 
dated 3rd August, 1934, has been made 
for letters patent which includes the use 
of Ethyl Formate and on the grant Of 
letters patent the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damageS and 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven· 
tion. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly: reeommended 

to treat all fruit at time of_ packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from- · 

Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 
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MILDURA, NOVEMBER 21, 1936 

RECENT political developments with re
gard to the proposed Referendum to re

store the marketing powers which it was 
thought existed, prior to the Privy Council 
decision in the James case, indicate that the 
Commonwealth Government is meeting con
siderable opposition and some political feeling 
is being shown. The Australian Labor Party 
womt to see wider powers claimed, other inter
ests oppose any change; but since the terms 
of the referenda were announced the High 
Court decision in the A, viation case, invali
dating the Commonwealth Government~s 

powers to control intrastate aviation has raised 
bigger issues and shows that the repercussions 
following the Privy Council's decision on Sec
don 92 are only now being realised. We have 
the position that no Government can control 
interstate trade and commerce, and the Com
monwealth Government cannot control in
trastate aviation, this suggests chaos and we 
may find one industry or service after the 
other may be assailed by individuals wishing 
to defy the Government. 

The issues involved are now much greater 
than when marketing only was threatened, 
and the responsibility of the people of Aus
tralia to amend the intolerable position is now 
very great; but we have many~ who are oppos
ing the changes which are now so apparently 
necessary for the good gOvernment of the 
country. ~he referendum issues must be ex
tended and it ca:nnot be taken before the 
middle of March; for the coming season, there
fore, we must endeaV!'or to hold the position 
by voluntary effort. If our industry is to 
continue on the present basis of production 
organised orderly marketing must continu_e and 
dried fruit growers therefore must close up 
their ranks and stand closer together than ever 
before to protect their interests and the wel
fare of their women and children. 

The A.D.F.A. would do all that State and 
Commonwealth Acts can do for growers if 
1.00 ~r cent. ___ of the growers were within the 
ranks.· . In Victoria and New South Wales 96 

per cent. of the total production was in the 
Association last season, certain business ad
justments brought about recently bring 98 
per cent. of the total production into the 
Association, and the other two per cent. im
mediately agreed to a request- to export their 
quota ~nd thus assure organised marketing. In 
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South Australia 81 per cent. of the total pro
duction is in the Association, and 17 per cent. 
is with the Independent Growers' and Packers' 
Association, and negotiations are proceeding 
towards an agreement between those bodies. 
Encouraging support is being accorded by in
dependent packers and dealers, and it' is ex
pe·cted that few interests will not agree to ex
port their quota and thus maintain orderly 
marketing. The Association would like to 
have every grower within its ranks, but re
cognises there are certain interests which are 
not with us; but if they agree to respect the 
export quota and thereby do their bit towards 
supporting orderly marketing, the A.D.F.A. 
has no quarrel with them. However, on the 
other hand, the Association cannot let other 
interests take unfair advantage of 
which the efforts of 98 per cent. 
growers are making possible. 

markets 
of the 

We say to growers, your best interests will 
be served by putting your fruit into Associ
ation channels, but if this is not' possible, a 
grower will not be doing harm to the industry 
or to his neighbor if he places his fruit with 
a firm who is not in the Association, but has 
agreed to "export the .-quota." The names of 
the firms who have agreed will be published 
so that' a grower may know, but if any 
grower puts his fruit with firms who are out 
to take full advantage of the Commonwealth 
market then he is a "scab" and should be 
treated as such by every right-thinking person 
in the industry. This is no time for nice 
phrases and kindly words. The welfare of 
every man, woman and child in the industry 
is at stake and any grower who deliberately 
places fruit with interests who would tear 
down the whole system which has built up 
the industry must be made to realise that he 
is a "scab" of the worst possible kind. 

Growers, it' is your jolr-see to iti 

-D.C.W. 

River Murray Broadcasters 
Ltd. 

The adjourned annual meeting of sharehold
ers of River Murray Broadcasters Limited was 
held in Adelaide on Tuesday, October 27, 1936. 
Mr. William Queale ( Chairm•n of Directors) 
presided. The Chairman, in formally moving 
the adoption of the balance-she·et, said that 
although the past year's operations had re
sulted in a loss, it was anticipated that a marked 
improvement would be shown in the accounts 
for the ensuing year. Several staff changes had 
been made during the year under review. Mr. 
C. E. Carter was recently appointed station 
manager and Mr." Clarence Sid chief engineer, 
on the resignation of Mr. J .. P. Jack. The 
directors decided to issue a further 1 0 0 0 shares 
:and these have be-en offered to the shareholders 
in accordance with the Articles of Association. 
Certain further equipment is necessary, and 
steps are being taken to provide this. 

Mr. H. R. Pinkerton (Managing Director), 
supporting the remarks of the Chairman, 
traversed the activities of the company during 
the past twelve months. The quality and 
strength of the transmission has been much im
proved. 

Several River shareholders emphasised the 
nnecessity of the co-operative movement assist
ing 5RM with advertising. It was pointed out 
that, with their large buying power share
holders could insist on their suppliers placing 
contracts with the station. Messrs. William 
Que ale, A. P. Wishart and H. _Dennis were re
elected as directors, and Messrs. Counsell, Booth 
and Hunwick as auditors. 

PERSONAL 
In replying to a letter of appreciation from 

the Association, the Federal Attorney-General 
(Mr. Menzies) thanked the chairman for con
gratulatory references and assurance of sup
port that it contained. He· stated that it was 
~anening to feel that the proposed amend
ment to the Constitution had the approval of 
an influential body of growers such as the 
A.D.F.A. 

At the Board of Manageme·nt meeting fol
lowing the Federal Council, Mr. H. D. Howie 
was again unanimously elected as chairman of 
the board. Mr. Howie thanked- members for 
their confidence·. 

• • • 
At the recent Federal Council meeting 

Messrs. Malloch, Murdoch, Hudson and Gordon 
were re-elected to the Board of Management 
of the Association. 

• • • 
At the meeting of the Victorian Dried 

Fruits Board on October 22 members bade 
fare·well to Mr. ]. M. Balfour, who resigned as 
chairman of the Board in order to contest the 
Gippsland Province of the Legislative Council. 
The result of the election was a majority in 
favor of Mr. Balfonr. Mr. Balfour had been 
chairman of the Victorian Drie·d Fruits Board 
since its inception in 1924, and the members 
expressed their appreciation of his services to 
the industry during that period, and con
gratulated him upon his succe·ss in the election. 
lrn reply, Ntr. Balfour said that parting from 
the Board, with which he had been so long 
associated, was a great wrench, but he felt 
that: he could be of even greater assistance to 
the primary producers as a m~ber of Par
liament. 
:;)llllUUUiltlllllllllllllllllttlllllllll"llllllllltltiUIIIlllllllll!l>liiiiUIIIlUlljloh 

~ The Chairman of the A.D.F.A., Mr. H. 
§ D. Howie, reports that negotiations to
§ wa1·ds an agreement with outside dealers 
~ have favorably progressed with one no
~ table excepticm, and it remains in growers' 
~ hands as to how far the 1937 crop can be 
~ successfully marketed z'n Australia. 

~ GrOUJers can only assure a maintenance 
~ of prices by supporting those dealers who 
§ are ht ag1·eement about an export quota 
~ and should not on any accmtnt sell fruit 
§ to buyers who cann'Ot give this assurance. 

~"'''""'"'''""'"''"""'lr""'''"""''''"'"'""""""''"'"""'""""""'; 
OVERSEAS SALES 

'The following are the figures of overseas 
sales of Australian dried fruits to November 
14:-

SULTANAS 
Shipped 
Sold 

19,170 tons 
18,174 tons 

Unsold ...... 996 tons 
Average Price, £42/14/11. 

CURRANTS 
Shipped 
Sold 

4,279 tons 
3,88'7 tons 

Unsold ...... 3 92 tons 
Average Price, £30/8/5 

LEXIAS 
Shipped 
Sold 

Unsold 
Average 

2,273 tons 
1,681 tons 

592 tons 
Price, £43/14/9. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL AGENDA 
Owing to pressure of space reports on cer

tain items of the discussions are heing held 
over for the December issue of the .. Dried 
Fruits News." These items deal mainly with 
machinery clauses, processing, administration, 
etC., and will be published at a time current 
with their need. 
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Board of Management Meetings 
Marketing Agreement and Referendum 

At the Melbourne meeting the main mat
ters dealt with were negotiations regarding the 
agreement with non-association dealers to ob
serve quotas and the action to be taken on 
the questions of referendum propaganda. 

The chairman stated that, in connection 
with the marketing agreement certain ob
stacles had still to be overcome. Messrs. T. 
Steele (N.S.W.), Barry Wood (Vic.) and R. 
A. Haynes (S.A.) were present whilst the 
problem was being discussed. Arrangements 
were made for action to be taken in New 
South Wales and Victoria, and the chairman 
to attend meetings in Adelaide with the :Min
ister of Agriculture of South Australia, and 
the non-association dealers. 

Later developments indicate good results 
from these arrangements and there is a strong 
possibility of the position being held until 
some form of legislation is enact:ed. 

The chairman reported that in view of the 
fact that the alteration to Section 92 of the 
Federal Constitution was being brought be
fore the Federal Parliament on October 14, 
telegrams had been sent assuring the Prime 
Minister of the support of the industry to the 
efforts of the Government to maintain orderly 
marketing and emphasising thai: the success 
of the referendum was vital to the welfare of 
both growers and workers. Also to the Hon. 
J. Curtin, Leader of the Australian Labor 
Party, strongly urging support for the main
tenance of a system of marketing that would 
allow a reasonable standard of living for both 
the growers and workers in the industry. 

The chairman also reported that arrange
mentS had been made for telegrams to be sent 
from the Mildura s·ections of the A.D.F.A. 

rhe secretary should submit to the Common
wealth Statistician a table of Commonwealth 
and export prices and request an explanation 
of the published figures. 

Canada.-The chairman reported having 
sent a letter to the Right Hon. R. B. Bennett, 
P.C.) K.C., thanking him for his services in re
lation to the trade agreements for dried fruits 
between Canada and Australia and inviting 
him to visit, if possible, the dried fruits areas 
during his stay in Australia. 

Furtber Plantings Of Vines.-A letter was 
received from the Mid-Murray Valley District 
Council A.D.F.A. regarding the· Swan Hill 
Shire Council supporting an application for a 
water-right, for the purpose of developing a 
large area of vines for dried fruits at Robin
vale. It was decided to communicate with 
the Hon. A,. A. Dunstan, M.L.A., Pre·mier of 
Victoria, referring him to the deputation 
which waited upon him in May last and point
ing out the serious effect further plantings 
would have to the Australian dried fn,1its in
dustry. A letter has be'en received from the 
Premier, advisin.g that the views of the Asso
ciation on this matter have been noted by him. 

ADELAIDE MEETING 
Further meetings were held prior to and 

after the Federal Council. 
A meeting was held with the Federal Whole

sale Grocers• Association of Australia and mat
ters of selling policy were discussed. The 
question of the rate of merchants' discount 
was also discussed on the lines of a system 
of quantity discounts on a different basis to 
previous years. The chairman of the Whole
sale Grocers' Association, Mr. Jeffreys, stated 
that his Association by unanimous consent 

""'""""""''"'""""'"""'''"'''"'''''"'''''''""'"'"''''"''"'''''""'''''''"'""'''"'"'''''''''''""''''"'''''''''''''"'''''''''"'''''''''''""'""''''''''''''''''~ 

Dried Fruits News to be Published Monthly 
As the result of a long discussion at Federal Council it was decided to revert to 

the monthly publication. It was also decided by the Board of Management to enlarge 
the mailing list so as to include every grower in the industry. BranChes are again 
asked to make every effort to keep the secretary (Mr. Sumner) .informed of additions 
and alterations to the lists. 

~ .. OitiiOIIIItUUIUUUUIIIIHII<HIIIUIIIlllllllllllll!l!lllllll"'""'""'"""'"""""'""""'"'""""'""'""""'""""'""'"'""""'""'"""'""""'""'"""""~ 
.and other organisations concerned, on the fol
lowing lines:-

"]. Curtin, Leader of Australian Labor 
Party, Canberra: The Dried Fruits Industry 
whose cost of production is governed by 
Commonwealth Arbitration Court award> 
urge the Australian Labor Party to support 
a referendum which will restore the mar
keting powers which it w'as supposed ex
isted prior to the Privy Council decision in 
the James case/' 

PRESS STATEMENTS AND 
PROPAGANDA 

Arrangements were made for interviews 
with certain newspapers and later full state
ments were released by the Board for the 
Press. Arrangements were also made to pre
pare propaganda for use in the growing areas 
both as regards the marketing agreement, if 
necessary, and on the referendum. The ser
vices of the organiser and the Association 
Publicity Staff and vans would be concen
trated on the work at the opportune time. It 
was reported that. space had been made avail
able, to the industry, in returned soldiers~ 
journals, for statements on the referendum. 

Frost preventkm.-Mr. Lawrence stated that 
he wished to bring before the Frost Committee 
the advisability of adapting the American 
windmill system to Australian conditions. 

Commonwealth Year Book.-Attention was 
drawn to the table appearing in the 1935 
Official Year Book of the Commonwealth, 
giving average wholesale prices in Australia 
for sultanas and currants, and also prices for 
these varieties of fruit in Great Britain, and 
as the Australian wholesale prices were defi
nitely on a wrong basis, it' was resolved that 

had decided that in view of the difficulties 
that the A.D.F.A. was facing for the good of 
all~ :i.t had been decided to refrain from ask
ing the industry to restore the discount to 
the 10 per cent. 

Other matters dealt with were:-
The Victorian Fruit Marketin·g Association, 

£./iellxn.J.rne.-A letter was received from the 
Victorian Fruit Marke·ting ASsociation, advis
ing that they were endeavoring to arrange a 
joint deputation to the Premier of Victoria, 
on the subject of the scientific branch of the 
Department' of Agriculture, which it is 
claimed is seriously understaffed, and, further
more, that Victoria has suffered because of 
the transfer of trained science officeTs to other 
States. Resolved uthat the Board of Man
agement desires to record their appreciation 
of the value of scientific research, and in par
t:icular' appreciate the services rendered by Mr. 
\\7. R. Jewell in connection with dried fruit 
matters, and consider it essential that the 
science branch of the Department of Agri
culture should be mai,n.tained to enable a con
tinuance of it's work..u 

Sultanas (Canada) .-Agents' re·presentatives 
reported that orders were still being received 
from Canada and the Board re-affirmed their 
desire that agents should take up orders for 
Canada and New Zealand, as far as their 
stocks will permit. 

Foreign Matter In Dried Fruits.-A letter 
was received from a large manufacturing com
pany, advising that they had taken out of 
boxes of dried fruits, nails, wire, etc., and 
pointing out the seriousness of the situation 
if such articles found their way into their 
manufactUres. The Board decided that pack-

9 

THE DRIED FRUITS. INDUSTRY 

There are not many people in the cities who 
realise what the dried fruits industry means 
to Australia. The industry is established in a 
country with a natural rainfall of eight to 10 
inches, and occupies about 50,000 acres. It 
produces more wealth per annum than 
80,000,000 acres of the light rain.fall country 
of We·stern New South Wales and the adjoin
ing country in South Australia produces under 
sheep. It is something for people to think 
about. 

ers were to be circularised asking them to ex
ercise every precaution to see that such for
eign matter did not find its way into the 
boxes containing our dried fruits. 

Referendum.-Mr. Howie intimate·d that it 
was necessary to give consideration to what 
steps should be taken by the Association in 
connection with the forthcoming referendum 
and amongst other suggestions it was decided 
that a circular letter be sent to secretaries of 
all trade unions, seeking their support to the 
referendum proposals, the question of the 
threat t:O the wage-earning capacity of the 
industry to be stressed. 

<~Dried Fruits News."-Resolved "that the. 
11ildura members of the Board be asked to 
draw up a scheme for the monthly issue of 
the 'News.'" 

Australitttt Dried Fruits Industry. - Mr. 
Malloch reported that with the chairman, he 
had interviewed Mrs. Ernestine Hill, who had 
accepted the work of writing a book on the 
history of the Australian Dried Fruits Indus
try, and had arranged that Mrs. Hill should 
commence almost immediately. 

Uniform AccOU1tt Sales.-It was moved 
that lvi.r. H. R. Jones and the secretary en
deavor to arrange for uniformity of practice 
to be submitted to next Board meeting. 

Sulphur-dioxide Content Of Apricots. -
Resolved .. that a circular letter be issued to 
packers on the subject of the sulphur-content 
of dried tree fruits. Copy of the report issued 
by the Tree Fruit Committee to be included 
and information as tO the apparatus required 
to be given to packers.» 

Tree Fntits Committee Mintttes.-Approval 
was given to these minutes which dealt with 
the orderly marketing of tree fruits. A re
port on processing was left to a sub-committee 
for preparation. This report was submitted 
to Federal Council. 

Przmes.-It was recommended that the 
State Boards release a further 12-f per cent. 
for home consumption, making same 87 f per 
cent., and that agents agree to adjust on a 
12} per cent. export. 

Plain A pricots.-Difiiculty is being experi
enced in selling this grade at present prices. It 
being necessary to dispose of this quality as 
early as possible· it was decided that the price 
be reduced 2d per lb., making it Sfd. 
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Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board 
TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT progress has been made in these important 

markets. Sales to date are well ahead of last 
year. 

Board Not Affected by Privy Council 
Decision on Section 92 

(Since this report was prepared for Parlia
ment (31.7.36) sales to Canada as at 31.10.3S 
are 15,114, with a continuing demand. The 
total for 1934-35 is shown on page 6 of the re-
port as 14,720.-Ed.) 

The following extracts from the report are 
of particular interest and several important 
statements are made. 

The personnel of the Board is as last year 
and Mr. F. L. McDougal, C.M.G., is now the 
chairman of the London agency. The Board 
records with deep regret the death at London 
on March 20 of Sir James A. Cooper, K.B.E., 
chairman of the London agency of the Board 
from 1925 to 1936, during the whole of which 
period he had served the interests of the Aus
tralian fruitgrowers with consistent devotion 
and conspicuous success. 

VALIDITY OF ACT AND REGULATIONS 
UPHELD 

In the eleventh annual report of the Board 
reference was made to the fact that' on May 
30, 1935, a writ was issued out of the High 
Court of Australia by certain firms in South 
Australia against the Commonwealth of Aus
tralia and this Board for a declaration that the 
Dried Fruits Export Control Act 1924-193 5 
is invalid, and that the regulations, being sta
tutory rules No. 30 of 1935, made thereunder 
by the Governor-General-in-Council are also 
invalid. 

A defence to the proceedings having been 
entered by the Commonwealth of Australia 
and by this Board and an application to the 
High Court of Australia for an interim in
junction pending the trial ·of the action hav
ing been refused by the High Court of Aus
tralia, the trial of the action took place at' Ade
laide on September 17 and 18, 1935, before 
the High Court of Australia (Justices-Sir 
George Rich, Starke, Dixon, Evatt and Mc
Tiernan). 

Judgment in the action was delivered at 
Sydney on October 17, 1935, when by a unani
mous decision of the High Court the validity 
of the Act and Regulations were upheld and 
costs awarded against the plaintiff companies. 
In these proceedings the Board was represented 
by Senior Council-Sir John G. Latham, K.C., 
and Sir T. R. Bavin, K.C. 

SECTION 92 
In view of the legal proceedings based on 

matters arising from the interpretation of Sec
tion 92 of the Constitution and which proc-eed
ings culminated in the recent decision of the 
Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in 
what is familiarly known as the ~<James Case," 
it appears desirable to quote as a matter of re
cord a circular advice issued on behalf of this 
Board for the information of producers, pack
ers, shippers, as well as buyers of A,ustralian 
Dried Fruit in oversea markets setting out the 
position in the following words: -
DRIED FRUITS EXPORT ACT UNAFFECTED 

The Acting Chairman of the Common
wealth Dried Fruits Export Control Board 
advises that in view of the, misunderstand· 
ing as to the effect of the Privy Council 
judgment in the James Case that it should 
be made clear that _the Dried Fruits Export 
Control Board as constituted in terms of the 
Dried Fruits Export Control Act of 1924 

deals with the regulation of dried fruits ex
ported from Australia beyond the Common
wealth. 

The validity of this Act is not in question, 
the Act and Regulations having been the 
subject of litigation between Crowe and 
Newcombe and others and the C'Ommon
wealth of Australia and the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Export Control Board. By a 
unanimous judgment last year the High Court 
of Australia upheld the validity of the Act 
and the Regulations made thereunder. 

The work of the Board is limited to the 
export of dried fruit and is in no way associ· 
ated with the legislation known as the Com· 
monwealth Dried Fruits Act of 1928 which 
is complementary to State -legislation passed , 
in the States of Victoria, South Australia, 
New South Wales and Western Australia, 
and deals with the internal regulation of the 
Dried FTuits Industry within the Common· 
wealth. The fact that there are two Acts 
has caused considerable misapprehension as 
to the scope of the legislation. 

In the James Case the Act of 1928 was the 
legislation successfully attacked but this 
does not in any way affect the legislation 
passed in 1924 and which has p~oved of great 
assistance to the industry in connection with 
the export trade of this important primary 
product. The worlr of the Board will con
tinue to be unaffected by the latest litiga
tion. (July 20, 1936.) 

In view of the possible misunderstanding in 
export markets of the issues involved in the 
proceedings before the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council it was desirable that no mis
understanding should occur as to the scope of 
the Dried Fruits Export Control Act dealing 
with the regulation of export and orderly 
marketing of Australian Dried Fruits when 
sold outside the Commonwealth. 

THE CANADIAN AND NEW ZEALAND 
MARKET 

:The exports for 1934-3 5 reached record 
:figures and it is confidently hoped that the 
seasonal year 1935-36 will disclose that further 

The Board takes the opportunity of empha
sising the importance of these facts in view 
of the somewhat misleading reports which have 
appeared as to the progress of the Australian 
dried fruits in Canada and New Zealand. The 
actual figures appear to furnish the conclusive 
answer to the trrroneous deductions which have 
been made as to the position. Appreciative re
ference should be made to the continuance of 
preferences under-the respective Customs Tar
iffs of Great Britain, of Canada, and of New 
Zealand. 

The Board records its considered opinion that 
only the existance of legislation permitting or
derly marketing of the harvest of dried fruits 
has enabled the establishment of a large export 
trade on sound lines which while doing justice 
to the consumer of raisins and currants in 
Canada and New Zealand has given confidence 
to mercantile marketing interests in these conn
tries. At the same time £nancial benefit re
sulting from the prompt' marketing on a cash 
basis of so large a proportion of the harvest 
has greatly relieved the strain of financing these 
considerable crops and permitted inore prompt 
payment of the proceeds of his crop to the 
producer. 

It is noteworthy that during the fiscal years 
adopted by the several Dominions that Austra
lian supplied 4067 tons of a total of 5295 tons 
jmported into New Zealand being 76.81 per 
cent. of the total, and 14,324 tons out' of 
18.499 tons imported into Canada or 77.43 per 
cent. of the total imports of dried vine fruits. 

THE PAST AND FUTURE OF THE 
INDUSTRY 

Since the inception of the Board under the 
Dried Fruits Export Control Act of 1924 the 
production of Dried Fruits in Australia has 
practically doubled in volume. 

The consumption within the Commonwealth 
has shown a gratifying expansion but the ~otal 
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movement is represented by an increase in the 
internal consumption of from 12,000 to ap
proximately 14,000 tons per annum. This 
means that almost the whole of the enormously 
increased production must be exported from 
Australia. 

Having regard to the circumstances under 
which the industry was being carried on in 
Australia during the years 1923 and 1924 it 
may be safely claimed that without legislation 
the experience of growers during the past ten 
years would have been entirely different and 
the outlook much less favorable than is the 
case at the present time. 

The improvement in the conditions is largely 
due to the effort of the producers themselves, 
who in their respective vineyards have made 
great progress in the cultivation and prelimi
nary processing operations. 

The varim.ls packing organisations have im
proved their methods in the· most satisfactory 
manner. Despite this gratifying progress in 
packing and processing a disorganised marketing 
system must have resulted in unrestricted com
petition. Under the system of orderly market
i.ng, -however, valuable concessions in such mat
ters as transport have been obtained. Co
operative development work in advertising and 
in the survey of the principal markets has 
been rendered possible by statutory co-ordina
ion of effort, and a considerable measure of 
confidence has been engendered not only in the 
quality of Australian fruit but in the market
ing operations. 

Under these circumstances it is felt that 
much of the success in the effective disposal 
of a largely increased production mUst be 
attributed to organised marketing and the 
ability of the growers :to speak in oversea 
markets as a united body. 

At the same time the Board reiterates the 
warning against additional planting. A maxi
mum production of 8 0,000 tons per annum is 
possible from the existing acreage under culti
vation;- to increase that acreage by further 
plantings would be exceedingly dangerous, as 
markets are not yet available-whatever the 

·future may hold in the light of the economic 
conditions of consuming countries in E-l..l.i-ope, 
America and elsewhere. 

SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS 
In concert with the Council for Scientific 

and Industrial Research, the Board has con
tinued to carry on much investigational work 
into the particular problems attaching to the 
industry. 

It should be realised that successful scientific 
efforts arise us·llally from systematic and long 
sustained effort and study, and while no im
mediate and definite results can be claimed, the 
direction of scientific effort appears to be ful~y 
justified .and promises even more satisfactory 
results in the future. 

SCIENTIFIC WORK IN GREAT BRITAIN 
The Board would desire to record its appre

ciation of the .great help given to it in its 
Work as the result of scientific investigations 
caiTied on under the aegis of the Imperial Go
vernment in Great Britain, and dealing par
ticularly with problems which occur in the 
storage and preservation in store of foodstuffs 
of all descriptions with a view to assisting the 
keeping qualities of Dried Fruits and other food 
substances while in store in Great Britain in 
order that the produce might reach the con
sumer through the retail distributor is as :first-
· class conditions as is practicable. 

As the result of the march of scie·nce rav
ages by pest or in consequence of Dried Fruit 

the producing areas themselves. 
The Bo•rd gratefully acknowledges the steps 

taken by the producers generally to ensure that' 
in the first stages of processing and packing 
every care is taken to prevent the subsequent 
infestation of the finished product. 

The measures to safeguard against deteriora
tion commence in the vineyard itself; but 
throughout the whole of the processing and 
preparation for market there is in all countries 
a risk of deterioration from extraneous causes, 
while in Australia there is adde risk which is 
attendant to the passage of the commodity 
from the Southern to the Northern Hemi
sphere, involving transit through the equatorial 
belt. 

"""""'"'"""'"""'"""'""""'""'""'""'"'""""""'"""'"'""""""""""'"'"'""""''""'"'"""""'"""'""'""'"""""'"'""".'""'"""'"'-" 
Statement By The Minister For Commerce Regarding The ~ 

Operation Of The Dried Fruits Export Control Act. ! 
I have pleasure in submitting the Twelfth ·Annual Report of the Commonwealth ~ 

Dried Fruits Export Control Board, and direct attention to the carefully considered -
statements relative to the work of the Board since the passing of legislation by the 
Parliament in 1924, at a period when legislative control was invited by the vast major-
ity of Dried Fruit producers of Australia. 

Consequent upon rapid post-war development, the industry had reached the nadir 
of its fortunes. During the past ten years· I have been pleased to observe the ·progres-:
sive impi."ovement m the industry concurrently with the development of production 
within safe limits. 

As the ~esult of •the orderly marketing of this important primary product, culti
vated and p.rocessed. under conditions which fo:rm one of the most striking examples 
of intensive cultivation and closer settlement in the Commonwealth, the industry has 
emancipated itself to a remarkable extent. 

In transmitting the Annual Report of the Board, I direct attention to the note 
of caution again smmded by the Board as to the danger of over-production, a view 
which is indicated by knoWledge of the enormous production of Dried FrUits in coun
tries beyond the Empire. Any future expansion of the industry is dependent on the 
assurance of an even more substantial share than at present, of Empire markets, and . 
particularly of the United- Kingdom market. 

I have much pleasure in referring to the economical administration of the Board, 
having regard to the fact that the industry has an annual production which is valued 
at between £2,000,000 and £3,000,000. 

I note with appreciation that the levies on Dried Fruits exported from Australia, 
Which provide the whole of the revenue of the Board, have been devoted to a very 
large eXtent' to scientific research, and to measures aimed at successful propaganda in 
maintaining reasonable ~eturns for the high quality of prod~lction which has been a 
gratifying and peculiar feature of this product of the Commonwealth. ~ 

, EARLE PAGE. ~ 
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passing through tropical zones while in transit 
from Australia to Great Britain have been re
duced to a minimum. It would, in fact, ap
pear that the methods being adopted to pro
tect the fruit in passage or in store and particu
larly to obviate deterioration have gone far to
ensure the' delivery of Australian Dried Fruits 
in the highest possible condition. 

While progress has been made in this direc
tion it should be emphasised that one of the 
best methods of preventing deterioration in 
transit or while held in store pe1_1ding consump
tion is the safeguarding of the conditions in 
which the fn1it is processed and packed in 

The steps taken .in Australia, in transport, 
and in Great Britain are proving eminently 
successful and in this connection tribute might 
be paid to the unremitti!lg attention given by 
the staff of the London Agency in the steps 
taken to protect the fruit while stored pending 
realisation in the· British market. 

DRAFT AGE 
Since the inception of the Board the ques

tion of the abolition or reduction in the allow
ance to provide fOr what is known as draftage 
on Australian Dried Fruits sold in Great Brit
ain has engaged attention. 

The Mildura Co .. operative 
Co. Ltd. 

Fruit 

It is satisfactory to report progress towards 
the abolition of the allowance, which appears 
to have been a survival of days when packing 
and weighing methods left much to be desired. 

In achieving the partial removal of tbis old
time . allowance, reference should be made to 
the assistance given to the Australian producer 
as a result of efforts by members of the Austra
lian section of the London Dried Fruit Trade 
Association. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL, £100,000. PAID UP FUNDS, £90,000. 

Packers and Sellers of Dried Fruit 
UPADLOCK" BRAND 

DRIED FRUITS PACKED: Sultanas, Currants, Lexias, Walthams, Apricots, Peaches, 
Nectarines, Muscatels. 

CITRUS PACKED: Navels, Valencia and other Oranges, Mandarines, Lemons, Grape 
Fruit. 

Manufacturers of Marmalade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied Peel, Tomato 
Sauce, Worcester Sauce, Tomato Soup: Lemon Juice, Lemon -Squash, Orange Juice, 

and other products. 

Packing Sheds: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Birdwood 
and Curlwaa 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, London. 

Growers are Invited to join the Company 

The alteration now effected should _be the 
means of saving many thousands of pounds 
per annum, but reform in this matter cannot 
be claimed to be complete in· these --modern 
days when up-to-date packing and weighing 
facilities are available until such time as the 
draftage allowance has been abolished. 

PUBLICITY 
During the year the principal expenditure 

of the Board bas attached to well directed 
publicity in Canada, New Zealand, and especi
ally in Great Britain. 

The work of the Australian Trade Commis
sioners in the Dominions of Canada and New 
Zealand has been continuous and there is no 
doubt that the progress effected. in Canada and 
New Zealand has been materially assisted as 
the result of expenditUre in the work of the 

(Continued on Page 12) 
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Commonwealth Dried 
{Continued from Page 11) 

Government officials representing the Com
monwealth in these Dominions. 

In Great Britain the expenditure on adver
tising and publicity has, as in past years, been 
conducted through the Australian Trade Pub
licity Scheme, under the able direction of Mr. 
A. E. Hyland. As mentioned in earlier reports 
the Australian Trade Publicity Scheme in 
Great Britain is based upon the combined ef
forts and :financial contributions of the several 
Export Control Boards set up under Common
wealth legislation, notably, the Commonwealth 
Dairy Produce Export Control Board, the 
Canned Fruit Control Board, and this Author
ity~ With these bodies are associated Fresh 
Fruit-Apple and Pear-and Egg Marketing 
Boards constituted under State or voluntary 
organisation. 

The Government of the Commonwealth has 
continued to provide a substantial contribution, 
but the great bulk of the advertising in Great 
Britain has bee·n made possible by the contri
butions of the Export Control Boards and their 
associated bodies. 

The Government of the Commonwealth has 
continued to provide a substantial contribution, 
but the great bulk of the advertising in Great 
Britain has been made possible by the contribu
tions of the Export Control Boards and their 
associated bodies. 

In view of the statements as to the field for 
publicity efforts overseas on behalf of Austra
lian primary produce, emphasis should be laid 
on the fact that for more than ten years a 
well organised and well directed trade publicity 
scheme has been in operation in the United 
Kingdom, largely sustained by the funds pro
vided by levies attached to export and within 
recent years reduced contributions from the 
public funds. 

Nevertheless the scheme would be imprac
ticable without' the active and sympathetic sup
port accorded by successive Governments of 
the Commonwealth. 

FINANCE 
Under the Dried Fruits Export Charges Act 

the following rates of levy for the season 
1934-3 5 were prescribed by the Government 
on the recommendation of the Board:-

On Sultanas 6d per cwt. = .0 53 6d per lb. 
On Currants 6d per cwt. = .0536d perlb. 
On Lexias 3d per cwt. = .0268d per lb. 
For the season 1935-36 similar rates of levy 

were recommended by the Board and subse
quently prescribed. These are therefore the 
rates now obtaining. 

Following is a detailed audited statement of 
Income and Expenditure for the year ending 
June 30, 1936, and a balance-sheet as at June 
30, 1936. 

At July 1, 193 5, the balance carried for
ward from the operations of earlier pears was 
£20,464/1/3. The income during the year 
amounted to £26,093/12/2 and the expendi
ture to £38,480/16/, the excess of expenditure 
over income being £12,387/3/10. 

Fruits Control Board 
It should be emphasised in view of possible 

misunderstanding on this point that the whole 
of the revenue of the Board is derived from 
levies on growers. 

The rates of levy for the year were deter~ 
mined having regard to substantial accumula
tions of revenue during the past ten years, 
which had ·resulted in the balance on hand 
;;mounting to the sum of £20,464/1/3 referred 
to above, and to the outlook at the beginning 
of the season. It was deemed advisable to con
tinue the levies on Dried Fruits exported from 
the Commonwealth at the relatively low figure 
of 10/ per ton on sultanas and curi"ants and 
5/ per ton on lexias. 

It should be indicated that· during the 
coming season the amounts levied per ton 
will be slightly increased in order that full 
provision may be made for the expenditure 

.!:'"""'"""""'"""""""""""'"'""'""""'""'"'"'"""'""'"""'"'"~ 

j WHY WORRY? , 

s of growers. 
Ld those who 
~d to worry 
hey are those 
·keting. That 

·essful. 
~ 1l ones, there 

Ley can fight 
d marketing. 

)slation with 
Llntary agree-

during the coming season, the Board's ac
cumulated resources having been depleted 
by expenditure during the past year in de
velopmental work in the several markets. 

GENERAL 
Appreciative recognition should be made of 

the loyal work of the staff in London and Aus
tralia, but the Board feels that special reference 
should be made to the valuable assistance given 
by the staff of the High Commissioner in Great 
Britain and the Trade Commissioners for Aus
tralia in Canada and in New Zealand. 

The thanks of growers generally are due to 
the ~mtiring efforts of the Government to se~ 
cure the continuance of the preferential treat
ment accorded to Australian Dried Fruits in 
the Motherland and in the verv important' 
markets of New Zealand and Canada. 

ALEX. F. BELL, Acting-Chairman. 

DRIED FRUITS CONTROL BOARD 
BALANCE-SHEET AS AT JUNE 30, 1936 

Llahilities. 
£s.d. £s.d. 

Accumulated Funds-

Assets. 
Cash at Bank-Melbourne 

London . 

Cash on hand-Melbourne 
London .. 

£ s. d. 
320 1 10 

2,102 11 5 

2,422 ll:> ;) 
2 0 0 

15 0 0 

£ s. d. 

Balance brought forward 20,464 1 
Add Re~establishment of 

Furniture and Telephone 
Deposits-

London 112 9 0 --- 2,439 13 3 
Australia . . . . . . . . 100 0 0 

20,676 10 3 
Less excess of Expendi-

ture over Income . . . . 12,387 3 10 
---8.289 6 5 

8,289 6 5 

Fixed Deposit Common
wealth Banl.;:-

Melbo-urhe . . . . . . . . . . 5,000 0 
Interest Accrued . . . . . . . . 38 19 

Deposits--London(Telephone) .. 
Levies Receivable . . . . . . . . 
Office Furniture and Equip~ 

ment-
London . . . , 110 9 
Australia . . 100 0 

Xote.-Londo.n Hems are shown in sterling 

0 
0 

5,038 19 
2 0 

598 5 

0 
0 

210 9 

8.289 • 
Examined and found to be in accordance with the ALEX F. BELL, Acting Chairman. 

books and documents produced. R. A. MARX, Secretary. 
H. C. BROWN, 

Auditor-General for the Commonwealth 
S'eptember 11, 1936. 

0 
0 
2 

0 

6 

Vote 

"YES" 
BECAUSE:-The industry must have ef

fective legislative control to assure 
stability; this was proved when cha
otic conditions existed prior to legis.. 
lative control being enacted. 

BECAUSE:-Effectiv~ legislative con
trol cannot be established unless the 
Commonwealth Government has power 
to co~ordinate State legislation and 
thus control interstate trade. 

BECAUSE:-Effective legislation allows 
the grower to make a reasonable liv· 
ing. 

BECAUSE:-The industry has not ex
ploited the Australian public. This is 
borne out by the enquiries of the Tar~ 
iff Board at various times. Asking the 
right to establish an Australian price 
for Austral ian sales when it is paying 
Arbitration Court award rates of 
wages, is fair ·and reasonable. 

BECAUSE:-The lack of enabling legis
lation by which the Commonwealth 
can co-ordinate the State Acts must 
inevitably lead to chaotic conditions. 

BECAUSE:-Under war conditions the 
Commonwealth Government has all 
powers. The present ~conomic trade 
war can be almost as disastrous as 
war; therefore, the Commonwealth 
Government should have power to as
sure that . exporting industries of 
National Importance can be stabalised. 

BECAUSE:-The industry pays Arbitra
tion Court award wages, but if the 
referendum is not carried, it is doubt· 
ful if award rates could be paid. 

BECAUSE:-Legislative Control, as 
adopted in the dried fruits industry, 
does not fix prices, and growers and 
dealers are absolutely free to sell their 
fruit how, when, where and at wh-at 
price they like. 

BECAUSE:-Control has not raised 
prices in Australia. In 1912 Sultanas 
were sold to grocers at 7d. per lb.; in 
the last three years similar grade Sul
tanas have been sold to grocers at 
61d., 6ld., and nd. per lb. 

Vote 

"YES" 
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Board Of Management's Report To Federal 
The Board submitted the following report 

for the year ended September 30, 1936:-

MARKETING PROBLEMS 
The outstanding rna tter of concern to O'llf 

industry has been the Privy Council decision 
in the James case, which was announced in 
August. By this decision the Commonwealth 
Government has been declared to have no 
power to fix quotas and, therefore, the Federal 
Act designe·d to make effective the State legis
lation regulating the marketing of Dried Fruit 
in Australia has been invalidated. Each State 
can control and regulate the marketing within 
its own boundaries, but cannot prevent the 
product' of another State invading its market, 
nor can it prevent the products of its own 
State invading the markets of another State, 
even de·spite the fact that the State Govern
ments involved may both sincerely wish to 
maintain organised orderly m_arket control. 

The decision decrees that the· Commonwealth 
Government cannot even at the request of or 
with the agreement of the States bring down 
any legislation designed to co-ordinate the en
actments of the States, because it would inter
fere with the absolute freedom of interstate 
trade. Our Industry, however, has to face the 
fact that the regulating legislation which we 
have enjoyed for the past 12 years is swept 
away, and to maintain the home consumption 
price the industry is now forced to its own 
resources and to voluntary agreeme·nr. This 
proved impossible in 1924, but the better un
derstanding of what organised marketing 
means, may lead to beuer results now, but it 
does seem anomalous that in a C'Ountrv where 
the Governments are favorable to _o~ganised 
marketing, that; the will of rhc whole of the 
interested Governments of Australia cannot be 
given effect to. 

Y mtr Board, however. can assure the growers 
of Australia that every effort will be made to 
induce all interests to conform to a policy that 
will secure the maintenance of a home con
sumption price. The realisation of this will 
depend on the whole-hearted support of those 
dealers outside the Association and the loyal 
support of growers to the Association. Nego
tiations are now proceeding and your Board 
trust they can be brought to a successful issue. 

Should there be a breakdown of the Austra
lian price, then growers must realise that it 
has been forced upon them by the invalidation 
of the Commonwealth legislation, due to the 
decision of the Privy Council in the James 
case. The industry is certainly faced with a 
crisis, but that crisis is the very reason why 
growers should support and thus strengthen 
the organisation which has always stood for 
the welfare of the grower. The Common
wealth Government recognises that the present 
position is disastrous to the welfare of the in
dustry and is seeking by referendum to secure 
the necessary powers to enable it to carry on 
the existing legislation. The Board of Manage
ment has assured the Government of the sup
port of the industry to its referendum pro
posals and urges all growers to use their best 
efforts in this direction. 

SALE OF .THE 1936 CROP 
Commonwealth sales of sultanas are well 

ahead of last season, deliveries made to the 
end of September being 5 600 tons, against 
5100 tons last year. Currant deliveries at the 
same date stand at 2024 tons, against 2288 
tons last year. Lexia deliveries to the end of 
September were only 1127 tons, against 2055 
tons last year. This is a substantial falling off, 
partly due to the carry-over from 193 5 in 
merchants and agents hands, totalling 53 7 tons, 
as compared to 116 tons the previous year, and 
also to the fact that last season a rise was taken 
in June, while this year no rise was taken. 
There was consequently no inducement to the 
trade to stock up, but it' is anticipated that 
from now on deliveries will be normal, with 
the Christmas trade to come. At this stage of 

Council 
the selling season it is difficult to make com
parisons because different circumstances pre
;ail each year. 

Sales of apricots, peaches, nectarines, pears 
and prunes show a satisfactory increase, as 
shown in the Tree Fruit Committee's report. 
Sales in all export markets have been particu
larlv brisk this vear. In the United Kingdom 
onl)r 217 5 tons ;ultanas, 7 58 tons currants and 
'466 tons lexias remain unsold and there should 
be no difficulty in effecting an early clearance 
o£ these stocks. The Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board is again to be congratu
lated on the excellent sales to Canada, New 
Zealand and the East. A record tonnage of 
over 20,000 tons has been sold in these markets 
and such favorable clearance·s have a won
derfully stabilising effect on the marketing of 
the whole crop. It may be said that it is many 
years since such a general clearance of all fruits 
has been effected at this early date. It is very 
satisfactory to record that although the Privy 
Council decision in the James case has com
pletely upset the statutory system of main
taining the Commonw·ealth marketing, our 
buyers have not had to face losses through any 
drop in prices and can with confidence· carry 
on their Christmas trade without any fear of 
a price fall occurring. 

CURRANTS 
The prices of currants in the United King

dom remain very low, being governed by com
petitive prices from Greece. In Greece the 
Currant Control Office has this year abolished 
-rhe retention system, which has been in force 
for some years, and has substituted a cont'rol 
system based on a much heavier export tax. 
The revenue coliected is used to purchase the 
unsold portion of the crop. Each grower must 
deliver 15 per cent. of his crop to the con
trol authorities. It will be interesting to see 
how the new system will work out. 

The crop was the smallest produced in Aus
tralia since 1928, due to the record rains which 
fell ove·r the River areas from the 1st to lOth 
January, where falls of from 250 to 616 points 
·were registered, and quite 10,000 tons of cur
rants were lost during that period and resulted 
in a larger proportion than usual of the lower 
g1·ades. 

SULTANAS 
At bud burst it was quite evident that the 

crop in many districts was a light one, but' in 
Red Cliffs and Coomealla many crops were 
very heavy and brought the tonnage up to 
higher than the previous year. The January 
n.in did not damage sultanas to any extent, 
but a fall of 60 points in South Australian 
River districts in February did considerable 
damage and reduced the grade in some areas. 
This rain missed Mildura district, and as the 
drying season was a good one the grade pro
duced in that district was very high. 

As the general grade of the pack was high, 
your Board, with view of stimulating sales in 
Australia in the higher grades, reduced the 
differential between 3-crown and 2-crown to 
~-d per lb. Owing to the loss of their currant 
crop and light sultana crop, many growers have 
gone through a very difficult period. 

LEXIAS 
The· crop was a normal one, and the quality 

generally was good. The United Kingdom mar
ket opened at about usual prices, but the un
certainty of obtaining supplies from Spain 
owing to the civil ·w•ar, caused a very sharp 
rise in prices and for some weeks now lexias 
have been selling in London at the best prices 
obtained for years; but this can only be con
sidered as a temporary phase and growers should 
be warned not to anticipate a continuance of 
the present price level. 

The standard of the seeded raisin noW pro
duced is excellent and the demand for this 
article in Canada and New Zealand is in
creasing. 

Continued on Page 14) 

"W ARA TAR" Brand 
Star Steel Fence Posts 
NOW 20% STRONGER AND HEAVIER 

NO INCREASE IN PRICE-

I Otd. Each, F.O.R. Newcas~le, Sydney or Melbonrne. 

FASTER TO ERECT-One man does the work of three compared 
with wooden posts. 

BLACK VARNISHED OR GALVANISED 

Made at Newcastle (N.S.W.) from B.H.P. Steel by 

RYLANDS BROS. (Aust.) LTD. 
Head Office, 422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 

SPECIFY "W ARATAH" WIRE PRODUCTS 
FOR ALL FENCING REQUIREMENTS 

FARMERS' HANDBOOK SUPPLIED FREE ON APPLICATION 

"WARATAH" PRODUCTS INCLUDE-
Wire Netting, Fencing Wire, Barbed Wire, Hinged Joint Fence, 
Motor By-Passes, Etc. 

AND ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
From the Iron Ore to the Fence 

Quality Equal to Any in the World -Rylands Stand Behind Their Products 
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South Australian State 
Board 

Mr. Birt, in his report makes an extensive 
survey of the position. Extracts from the re
port are as follow:-

Retailers are divided into four groups:-
1. Those who specialise in selling dried 

fruits according to grade. 
2. Those who generally carry high-quality 

stocks. 
3. The general storekeeper in the suburbs. 
4. The smaller storekeeper in the outlying 

and industrial suburbs. 
Three or four representative retailers in each 

group were interviewed in order to se·cure 
their co-operation in the matter of selling 
dried fruits according to grade and, as a re
sult of my investigations, the following infor
mation was obtained:-

No. 1 Group.-These, without exception, 
are using their best efforts to push the sale of 
high-quality stocks. Their selliog methods 
consist of advertising in the weekly «Chro
nicle," making constant displays of dried 
fruits in their windows, and upon their coun
ters. Also their representatives take samples 
of dried fruits of different varieties each week 
in small trays to the customers for inspection 
when soliciting orders. These retailers acquire 
their supplies chiefly direct from registered 
dealers upon sample. 

No. 2 Group.-Sources of supplies here are 
registered de·alers and distributors. These re
tailers would not divulge the prices paid, but 
mentioned they occasionally received a rebate 
which enabled them to meet competition. 
Methods of sale consist of displays in shop 
windows and upon counters in stores, with an 
assistant at peak periods in attendance to push 
sales. Amongst these storekeepers opinions 
differed with regard to the gradiog of high
quality fruits. Some considered it should be 
more uniform and others had no complaints 
to make. 

No, 3 Group.-Here the methods of selling 
dried fruits (with a large majority) consist of 
displays on counters and in shop windows, also 
advertising their best-quality fruits to custo
mers when collecting orders. A section of 
these retailers also issue circulars every month, 
including best-quality dried fruits and prices, 
amongst the various grocery lines advertised. 

No. 4 Group.-These stock only low-grade 
fruits ~n limited quantities. Some of them 
buy from other storekeepers and others form 
themselves into small groups, appointing one 
of their members to act as the buyer. They 
do not advertise or display their dried fruits 
and have no methods of sale. Suburban store
keepers made a suggestion that' any retailers 
exhibiting dried fruits for sale in their shop 
windows or upon the counters, should be com
pelled, where the price is marked up, to show 
also the grade of the fruit. It is worthy of 
note that "amongst' the large number of retail 
storekeepers that were interviewed, only two 
expressed themselves against control and the1r 
arguments were obviously based on self
interest. 

Summarising the position it can be stated 
that:-

PRUNES 
There is a definite realisation of the value of 

this fruit from a health point of view. Good 
prunes in tins are becoming popular, the de
mand being for the larger sizes. 

APRICOTS 
Evidence of darkening due to not being cor

rectly sulphured. 
OTHER TREE FRUITS 

These were not being sufficiently featured 
by grocers. 

VINE FRUITS 
Certain complaints were made as to grading 

and a special report has been furnished to the 
Board. 

PRICE 
In the matter of price opinions differ. There 

is a possibility of increased sales at lower 
prices. 
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Board of Management's Report to Fed. Council 
(Continued from Page 13) 
FROST PREVENTION 

The month of September porved to be one 
of the most anxious periods growers in frost 
areas have ever experienced. Cold nights, bor
dering on frosts, were experience·d for almost 
the entire month and culminated in a number of 
heavy frosts, when very severe losses were suf
fered by growers in many districts in all States. 
The committee formed in 19 3 5 has met on 
several occasions during the past 12 months 
and has had the hearty support and co-operation 
of Departmental Officers of the appropriate 
Federal and State Departments. 11uch valu
able work has been done and many experiments 
carried out. The thanks of the industry are 
due to all those who have assisted in this re
gard, including the Departmental Officers pre
viously referred to. At the Cardross area of 
Red Cliffs and Waikerie .enthusiastic frost 
clubs were formed, and it has been demon
strated that organised heating for frost pre
vention is practicable and can be effective. 
The general question of frost prevention is the 
subject of a special report by the Frost Com
mittee. 

It is intended to continue the activities of 
this committee, and another meeting is being 
convened at an early date. 

RESEARCH 
The subsidised work at the Merbein Research 

Station has been carried on during the year by 
the Council of Scientific and Industrial Re
search and it is pleasing to record that the 
new laboratory built at Merbein from funds 
voted by the Commonwealth Governm.e·nt, has 
been completed and is now being occupied by 
the staff. It is a very fine laboratory and will 
undoubtedly facilitate the research work un
dertaken for the industry. 

Last drying season dipping experiments were 
carried out by Mr. C. S. Orton on the fruit 
produced at the Research. Farm and very in
teresting data was obtained. The results have 
been submitted to a committee of growers for 
discussion, and after review the results will 
be published. 

The Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research have very kindly made Mr. Lyon and 
his officers available to assist growers with their 
drainage problems, which is a very live matter 
at the moment, but apart from this, the inves
tigation of fi~ problems is being continued. 

Mr. Birr's report is of value to the industry 
and bears out, to a very great extent, the re-

\.- ports of the Association Publicity Officers who 
visit hundreds of grocers all over the Com
monwealth. The matter of price is of interest 
but as it involves many features, ·one being 
the return of the cost of growing the fruit, 
it must be a question of marketing policy. 

' 

OVERSEAS DRIED FRUIT 
REPRESENTATIVES 

It is with feelings of distinct loss that your 
Board records the death of Sir Jame·s Cooper, 
who had been Chairman of the London Agency 
of the Export Control Board since its inception 
in 1925. During the period of his chairman
ship he rendered invaluable service to the dried 
fruit growers. 

Mr. F. L. McDougall has been appoioted 
Acting-Chairman of the London Agency and 
growers can feel confident that their intere·sts 
are in the hands of one who has worked assidu
ously in the interests of Imperial trade for the 
past 15 years. Mr. A. E. Gough and Mr. J. 
J. S. Scouler, members of the London Agency, 
visited Australia during the year and Mr. 
Scouler made contact with all districts during 
his stay. The Commonwealth Government re
presentatives in Canada (l\1r. L. R. :MacGregor) 
and in New Zealand (Mr. R. H. Nesbitt) have 
again given the industry every assistance in its 
trade relationships with those countries. 

One pleasing feature of the United Kingdom 
trade this season has been the reduction in the 
draftage, whic'h has meant a saving of approxi
mately £12,000 per annum to the industry. 
This is the culmination of several years of nego
tiation by the representatives of the industry 
in London. 

"A.D.F.A. NEWS" 
The «A.D.F.A. News" has been continued 

as a bi-monthly paper, and has again been the 
means of disseminating valuable information 
to the growers. Some branches feel that we 
should revert to a monthly issue, and the pro
posal will be discussed by Council. 

PUBLICITY 
The three publicity vans have been travelling 

in South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales and your Board are still of the opinion 
that the direct contact with the housewife, 
storekeeper and the· schools is the best publicity 
we can get. 

AUDITORS 
Your Board wish to record that during the 

year Messrs. Hancock and Woodward were 
appointed auditors to the Association. 

:VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
MEETING 

A,t a meeting of the Board in Melbourne 
on October 22, it was resolved that the atten
tion of the Minister for \'Vater Supply should 
be drawn to additional plantings, which were 
being made in the Nyah-Piangil area. 

A letter was received from the Minister for 
Agriculture, stating that he would submit an 
amendment of the Act to Parliament to pro-
vide for a representative of the dried tree 
fruits growers on the Board. 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

Branches 

in All 

States 

EsTABLISHED 1849 

Agents 

in All 

Districts 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK, WORKERS' COMPENSATION 

CROP, STACK AND MOTOR CAR 

INSURANCES EFFECTED 

Head Office: 53 Market Street, Melbourne 
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THIS YEAR'S CROP 
Seasonal Notes by A. V. Lyon, B.Ag.sc. 

TREATING VINE DISEASES 
For the information of growers, who are always glad to accept his advice, 

especially when the period of danger from vine diseases approaches, A. V. 
Lyon, B.Ag.Sc., officer-in-charge of the Merbein Research Station, has contrib
uted the following notes on the condition of the season, and appropriate action. 
Mr. Lyon issues a special warning regarding oidium this season. 

The fungus diseases and insect pests. for 
control of which vineyards in the Murray Val
ley are sprayed, are now clearly defined. The 
principal fungus disease.s are Black Spot, 
Downy Mildew and Oidium. The seasonal 
occurrence of each of these is different. 

BLACK SPOT 
Black Spot is most dangerous in early spring~ 

and as the shoots and bunches are developing 
very quickly at this stage, it· is difficult to 
control. Black Spot develops particularly on 
the growing parts of either shoots or bunches~ 
and at the present time (mid-November) it 
may be said that danger of a severe visitation 
rrom Black Spot is past for this season. 

There is still time, if heavy rains occur, for 
slight damage on the berries until they are 
about two-thirds of their full size·; and also on 
low-lying and trailing shoots. At this time 
of the year the only useful spray for Black 
Spot is the bunch protection spray. This 
should be specially directed to the sultana 
bunches, as soon after full setting as possible. 
It is found possible to spray most of the 
bunches if the shoots are wrapped on just be
fore the spray is applied. 

DOWNY MILDEW 
Downy Mildew, unlike Black Spot, is a po

tential danger throughout the year. This dis
ease has one very bad characteristic, in that 
it can damage vines, and in extreme cases take 
all the leaves within a very short time. It 
is comforting to know, however, that Downy 
Mildew is easily and completely controlled by 
spraying. 

Past experiences in Mildura district have in
variably shown that damage is limited to in
sprayed vines. For both Downy Mildew and 
Black Spot the home-made Bordeaux (copper 
sulphate-lime) or Burgundy (copper sulphate
soda) spray is the standard remedy. The 
bunch protection spray for Black Spot, and 
late in the season a leaf protection spray for 
Downy Mildew are two applications that 
should be given each year. Readiness to spray, 
in case we have bad weather, is all that is nec
essary apart from those two applications. 

OIDIUM 
Oidium, or powdery mildew, is quite a dif

ferent problem. This disease is with us every 
year and is frequently responsible for light 
crops. Though one hesitates to become pessi
mistic, I think a special warning is necessary 

this year. Let us look at the conditions. It 
is cool and a late season, resulting in late 
growing and tender shoots. 

There has been little Bordeaux spraying, and 
the early control of Oidium by the copper 
sprays has not been obtained. The season for 
quick development of Oidium (late Novem
ber) is already at hand, and unless special pre
cautionary measures are taken this disease ap
pears certain to give a lot of trouble. 

ROUTINE SPRAYINGS 
A suggested spraying programme may be 

useful at this stage. 
1. A bunch protection spray, after setting 

and wrapping on. This should be a Bordeaux 
spray, to which arsenate of lead (2lb.) and 
colloidal sulphur (Zlb.) have been added. 

2. Sulphur treatment for Oidium, follow
ing the bunch protection spray. After set
ting at least three or four sulphur dustings 
are necessary, particularly in fine years, when 
Bordeaux has not been applied. 

3. A leaf protection spray for a posSible 
outbreak of Downy :Mildew. 

SPRAYING NOTES 
Mention should be made of the possible 

substitution of wettable sulphur (so-called 
colloidal sulphur) for dry sulphur. District 
experience of the colloidal sulphur is limited. 
Growers apply dry sulphur dust, as this has 
served them well in the past, and is easily and 
quickly applied. The use of colloidal sulphur 
as a general specific for Oidium necessitates 
the extra expense of applying a wet spray, 
which may be justified if experience shows the 
wettable sulphur to be more efficient. 

If, as we expect. Oidium is prevalent this 
year, we may have opportunity for further 
trial of the wet spray. Th_e leaf protection 
spray for Downy Mildew is especially neces
sary this year, owing to the absence of early 
Bordeaux sprayings. Late January will suffice 
if we have fine weather in the meantime; but 
it is not safe to go into harvest without pro
tecting the leaves. 

ENTOMOLOGICAL PESTS 
Arsenate of lead, incorporated in the 

nbunch protection'" spray at the early stages 
of berry growth is fcn: control of the larvae 
of the light brown apple moth. One appli
cation thoroughly applied usually suffices. 
Some seasons, however~. this pest recurs later in 
the season in sufficient' numbers to require a 
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second application. This apple moth is a very 
disconcerting pest. There is no way of know
ing when and where it will come all .in dam
aging numbers. At least one arsenate spray
ing after setting, and then watchfulness, ap
pears necessary. 

FIG MOTH 
We should mention also the fig moth, which 

caused so much concern last harvest. The fig 
moth is one of the Ephestia, another species 
of which is one of our common dried fruit 
pests. The fig moth has not been recorded in 
Australia for about 50 years, but last season 
its development was abnormal. It is a field 
pest, of which the cocoon at present is found 
in the field, usually under the bark of the 
vines. . 

L:t.st harvest the larvae developed in count
less numbers on the damaged currants in the 
field, and on the fruit on the drying racks. 
This larvae was found in growers' deliveries, 
but fortunately it did not persist, and has not 
been noted in packed fruit later in the year. 

The pest is mentioned, as many growers 
have noted cocoons on the vines, and have 
taken them for the light brown apple moth. 
I do not think it' will cause us any concern 
as a :field pest; and, as a dried fruit pest, it 
should be easily handled, as it disappears when 
the fruit goes through the machines. It is a 
packers' rather than a growers' problem. 

ERINOSE TROUBLESOME 
Our only other pest of note, Erinose, has 

been rather troublesome in places this year. 
Patches where it is bad should be noted for 
treatment with lime-sulphur when the vines 
are dormant. Little can be done during the 
growing seasons, though sulphur dustings as
sist a little. 

TIPPING AND TOPPING 
These very old practices frequently come up 

for discussion. It is known that tipping gives 
a more compact cane and involves so little 
removal of leaf that no harm is done on good 
vines. 

T epping is usually restricted to very long 
shoots that interfere with cultivation, as such 
shoots can usually stand the loss of leaves; 
particularly on strong vines. 

Topping in ordinary cases depresses yield if 
continued. Investigations, both in France and . 
the United States, have· shown over many years 
that the leaf surface must be- retained for de
velopment of the fruit, an"d the .. mituration of 
fruiting wood and buds for following years. 
Similar results are being obtained in the Mil
dura district. 

The present viewpoint is for the removal 
of excessive bunches and the retention of 
leaves. This applies particularly in seasons of 
excessive fruiting, and in cases where an over
supply of canes have been laid down. The 
removal of bunches preserves the necessary 
balance between the leaves and the fruit. Mild 
topping of currant shoots, just prior to cine
turing, is often carried out in order that the 
check to the vine may assist setting. 

IRRIGATION 
This season, irrigation has been found. nec

essary at setting time, as it was not possible 
to give the usual August watering. This causes 
inconvenience at cincturing time, and in cases 
of water-logged vines often affects setting ad
versely. With the advent of systematic drain
age, however, the disadvantage of water
logged blocks is rapidly disappearing- The 
general experience of all Murray vineyards is 
that irrigation has no marked effect on setting · 
providing that soil conditions for plant growth 
are correct. 

On the other hand, it is possible that the 
adverse effect of sudden temperature changes 
on setting may be more marked if irrigation is 
in progress. There is a traditional opinion 
that cold snaps affect setting, but it is diffi
cult to investigate this point, as the weather 
during flowering and setting is usually satis
factory, and so many other factors come into 
consideration. 
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A.D.F.A. Finance Committee's Report 
Your committee has examined the items of 
revenue and expenditure and has to report that 
the expenditure items show a slight increase. 
This has been due largely to extra meetings re
garding marketing and frost prevention, other
wise the items of ordinary expenditure are very 
similar to the previous year. One item, "Grant 
to branches £2 56" against £64 the previous 
year, has been due to special necessary organ
ising work amongst the various branches. It 
is made up of £156 being assistance to branches 
and £100 for propaganda in South Australia. 

The revenue from levies and interest amounts 
to £8·532, which is a reduction as compared 
with £9526 last year. This is due to a reduc
tion in receipts from levy brought about by 
lighter crops during the last two years. The 
Association -funds now stand at £28,416, show
ing an increase of £149 for the year. These 
funds are invested in Treasury Bonds and fixed 
deposits. The balance sheet shows that the 

available funds of the Association have been 
transferred to fixed deposits as recommended 
in the report last year. 

The items of ordinary expenditure are:-

Chairman Board and Council 
Salaries and Expenses . . . . 
Rent, Prin~ing, Postages, etc. 
Publicity Vans, "News" and 

Grants . . . ... 

1936 1935. 
£2193 £2027 

2816 2724 
917 971 

2684 2564 

£8610 £8286 

Your committee recommends the adoption 
of the balance-sheet. 

Allowances and Expemes.-The committee 
recommends that the allowances and expenses 
remain the same as last year, but owing to the 
extra duties of the Chairman during the forth
coming referendum campaign it is recommend
ed that a special allowance of £150 be made 
to the Chairman. 

Secrefm·y's Report.-The committee recom-

HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNT 
REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 1~:JG 

To Chairman's Allowance . £500· o o 
, Board Allowances . . . . , 708 12 0 
, Tree Fruits Committee 

Expenses . . . . . . . . 97 10 0 
, Federal Council Allow-

ances . . . . . . . . . . 349 3 10 
, Board and Council Tra-

velling Expenses . . . , 494 19 4 
, Tree Fruits Committee 

Travelling Expenses . . 42 14 10 
--,-,-,--:£2,193 0 0 

, Head Office Salaries . . . 1,641 17 S 
,. Organisers;' Salary . . . . 364 0 0 
, Inspectors' .Fees . . . , . . 135 1 6 
, Adelaide Representative . 172 1 3 
, Organisers' Ex:pens·es 503 7 6 

----- 2.816 7 11 
--_--,:~;, Travelling Expenses-

Head Office . . . . . . 
, Rent and Cleaning . . . . 
, Printing and Stationery . 
, Postages, Telegrams and 

Telephone-s . . . . . . 
, Audit Fees . . . . . . . . 
, Legal Fees . . . . . . . . 
.. General Expense,s . . . . 

, Publicity \'{agons-Elr.-

58 10 4 
223 3 0 
190 1 1 

284 2 6 
45 3 0 
11 3 0 

105 5 10 

penses, .. . . .. .. .. 2,032 19 1 
, "Australian Dried Fruits 

News" .. .. . . 395 1 4 
, Grants to Branches . . . . 256 0 0 

917 8 D 

2,684 0 5 

£8,610 17 1 
, Balance Carried to General Fund 

Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 148 19 8 

£8,759 16 

3y Head Office Levy-1934 
Season . . . . . . . . . . . . £486 12 2 
Less Paid to Branches 91 11 5 

, Head Office Levy-1935 
Season . . . ....... 4,063 3 11 
Less Paid to Branches 798 8 9 

Head Office Levy-1936 
$eason . . . . . . . , .. 4,609 9 5 

£395 0 9 

3,264 Hi 2 

Less Paid to Branches 759 7 5-
----- 3.850 2 0 

, Interest on Fixed De-
pos.its . . . . . . 185 12 

, Interest on Common-
wealth Treasury· Bonds 807 18 

Interest on Common-
wealth Savings Bank . 28 11 8 

----- 1,022 2 
., Payments by Merchants . . . . . . 227 16 

£8,759 Hi 9 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 1936 

LIABILITIES 
General Fund Account . £28,923 19 5 

Add Balance of Revenue 
Account-30th Sep. 
tember, 1936 .. 

Sundry Creditors .. 

148 19 8 
---~£29,072 19 1 

43 2 6 

£29.116 1 7 

AS'SETS 
Commercial Banking Com-

pany of Sydney Limited £112 17 11 
li'ixed Deposits-Commer-

cial Banking Company 
of Sydney Limited . . 3,500 0 0 

l!'ixed Deposits-Commer~ 
cial Banking Company 
of .Sydney Limited-
Rise and Fall Fund ·.. 2,500 0 0 

Commonwealth Treasury 
Bonds .. .. . . .. .. . . 20,972 7 9 

Commonwealth ~savings 
Bank . . . . .. . . .. .. .. 1,330 15 11 

:>ffice Furniture and Fit-
tings ............. . 

Motor Publicity Vans. . . . 
100 0 0 
600 0 ·0 

28,416 1 7 

700 0 0 

£29.116 1 7 

Contingent Asset: 
Sundry Debtors-Levy due by Agents 

on Season 1936" .Fruit unsold at this 
tl.ate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2.839 0 10 

Audited and found correct by Hancock and Woodward, Chartered Accountants, Mildura. 

mends the adoption of the se-cretary's report, 
and notes with satisfaction that there has been 
a slight increase in the percentage of fruit 
handled by the Association. 

Item 14-Levy.-Your committe-e gave this 
matter very careful. consideration and has de
cided to recommend that the A.D.F.A. levy 
for the 1937 crop should remain at 2/6 pe-r 
ton, of which 2/ per ton is for head-o:ffiC'e pur
poses and 6d per ton to be paid to branches. 
Your committee feels that the accumulated 
funds of the Association have been reserved to 
meet special emergencies such as that brought 
about by the Privy Council decision, and would 
recommend that the Board of Management be 
authorised to expend what funds it considers 
nnecessary in connection with propaganda with 
regard to the referendum on Section 92a, and 
should the ne-cessary expenditure materially re
duce the Association funds then it may be 
necessary to recommend an increased levy 
from the 193 8 crop. 

THE A.D.F.A. 
That the· A.D.F.A. is not a combine of 

dealers but is essentially a growers' organisation 
is not fully realised by the general public, and 
at a time such as the next few months when 
the industry will probably come in for a lot 
of public discus_,sion it is of value to state that 
at the recent Federal Council in Adelaide when 
the roll was called the whole of the 23 dele
gates entitled to vote on growers' matters 
"\Vere the holders of fruit blocks, and were, 
furthermore, engaged in the production of 
fruit. 

The Boa1·d of Management of the Associ
ation, e3ch of the seven members of which 
has a vote, must, in the terms of the regula
tions, consist of a majority of bona-fide 
gro·wers. Three agents' representatives have 
the right to vote on matters effecting agents 
only. Those present were:-

IYIE.MBERS OF COUNCIL 
Victoria: Messrs. W. Cavendish, R. M. 

Erck, H. H. Goodman, C. Hall, G. L. Hardie, 
G .. ]. Hyndman, A. L. Johnstone, A. MacKin
non, A. Poppleton, A. Rawlings, E. J. Rob
erts, G. \Vake. 

South Australia: Niessrs. A. J. Chapman, 
E. W. Chaston, R. C1.rrren, A. H. Fraser, J. 
R. Jemison, C. S. Ruston, E. D. Sims. 

New South Wales: Messrs. S. Broome, R. 
A. Fechner, R. J. Heron, L. B. O'Donnell. 
MEMBERS OF BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

J\{essrs. H. D. Howie, E. J. Hudson, A. R. 
Lawrence, P. Malloch, J. B. Murdoch, D. C. 
Winterbottom, J. H. Gordon. 

Agents' representative·s: Messrs. H. R. Jones 
(Messrs. Co-op. Dried Fruits Sales· Pty. Ltd.), 
H. W. Newton (Messrs. G. Wood, Son and 
Co, Ltd.), W. A, Wilfin (Messrs. Aurora 
Packing Co. Pty. Ltd.). Also present:-

lviembeis of Tree Fruit Committee: Messrs. 
D. E. Barry Wood and T. Steele. 

Adelaide A.D.F.A. representative: Mr. R. 
A. Haynes. 

Organiser: Mr. J. F. Stewart. 
General Secretarj: Mr. W. N. Sumner. 
Visitors: Messrs. H. H. Smith, E. J. Casey, 

L. A. White, G. E. Kitchin-Kerr, R. Hampton: 
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