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Organisation Work Of The A.D.F.A. 
Report by The Board of Management 

That the past year had presented problems necessitating intensive organisation 
work by the Board of Management, executives of branches, and the organiser, . 
is fully indicated in the following general outline of the programme carried out 
by the Association. 

The widely spread operations and mfluence of the Association through the 
system of branch, district and State organisation stand out as the explanation 
of the success, and must impress those who are not fully conversant with the 
many aspects of its work. 

An outstanding problem was the· Referen
dum. On this issue all the leaders of the in
dustry took a very active part. Board mem
bers visited Western AustrJlia and Tasmania. 
Many others took part in platform and gen
eral propaganda wmk throughout their States. 
It is fitting that the Federal Council should 
pay a tribute of appreciation of the: services 
rendered by these men. As an example of 
branch activity, it may be stated that the Red 
Cliffs Branch spent nearly £400 in propaganda 
work, and many other branches in all States 
completely depleted their funds in supporting 
the proposals. 

Following the Privy Council decision in the 
James case, your Board 1·ealised that price con
trol and organised marketing could only be 
maintained by agreement between the Associ
aden and Independent Dealers. This agree
ment was finally arrived at, with the great 
majority of independents, after intensive work 
on the part of Board members, assisted by Mr. 
R. A. Haynes, who did a lot tow::trds bringing 
the agreement to a successful issue. Some 
idea of the .volume of work involved ma\' be 
conveyed in stati1;1g that the· agreement- was 
signed by 79 individuals and firms through
out the Commonwealth, and these signatures 
had to be duplicated and obtained at differ
ent intervals. Despite the agreement, the need 
for intensive organisation work amongst 

growers, was n1ore than ever necessary. Our 
organiser (Mr. Stewart) was employed on this 
work, mainly in South Australian areas, where 
the possibility of a breakaway in tonnage was 
greatest. In this work, wonderful assistance 
was given by a committee appointed at a 
growers' mass meeting at Berri. 

~''""'"'''""'""""'""""'""'"""'""'''''"""'"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

Items From Federal 
Council 

Space governs the amount of informa
t~on that can be publishe·d in regard to 
the discussion. In this issue the matters 
that are of immedia!:e and seasonal inter
est are set out. In the January issue 
the balance of the items discussed will 
be published. 

~ .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,..,,:: 
Mr. A. ]. Chapman canvassed Clare and 

Mr. A. E. Matthews, one of our publicity re
presentatives, operated in the non-irrigated 
areas. The result of these combined efforts, 
was to reduce the quantity of fruit packed 
outside agreement channels, to a much lower 
tonnage than waS anticipated, having regard to 
the opportunity offered for exploitation by 
non-s{gnatories. 

Organising had to be extended to the l\llil
dura areas in the middle of the fruit season, 

owing to an outbreak o.f "outside" act1v1ty. 
This was handled by Mr. J. L. Gibbs, in con
junction with gro1ver committees appointed 
by the Red Cliffs, Mildura and Merbein 
branches of the Association, and representa
tives of packing companies. This work was 
quite successful and resulted in the "outside, 
tonnage being limited to a relatively small 
compass. It is understood that the tonnage 
from this area was well under 100 tons, out 
of a total district production of 42,000. This 
speaks well for the loyalty of growers in these 
areas, and 'their apprecjation of the need for
maintaining A.D.F.A. ideals. 

Little organising_ work was don~- at Nyah 
and Woorine,1 during the past year, for the 
reason that the A.D.F.A. and lndepelldent 
Packers undertook to observe Home , and Ex
port Quotas, and it was part of our agree
ment that we would not .interfere this year 
with growers delivering fruit to such organi
sations, in the Nyah and Woorinen district. 
Branches have, however, maintained close 
contact with the Board, through Mr. A. R. 
Lawrence, and have actively interested them
selves in all the problems of the Association, 
during a very trying and serious period. Their 
contact with Bungunyah and Goodnight has 
resulted in an expansion of A.D.F.A. interest 
ill those areas. 

Every packer and dealer in New South 
Wales signed the Voluntary Agreement, and 
in this respect the position in this State was 
the most satisfactory of any in Australia. It 
was, therefore, unnecessary to carry out any 
sPecial organising work amongst producers. 
The interest of branches has been maintained 
by Mr. E. J. Hudson in the M.LA. and Mr. 
T. Steele at Young. 

In the Goulburn Valley, Association acti
vity is carried to the branches by Mr. D. E. 
Barry Wood. It is pleasing to record that as 
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a result of activity of the Curlwaa and Coo
mealla A.D.F.A. Committees, these districts 
are now wholly_ loyal to the A.D.F.A. 

The Association activities in Western Aus
tralia involved co-operation in a voluntary 
agreement on the part of the various agents, 
and work in this Connection was carried out 
by Mr. H. H. Smith, to whom the thanks of 
the Association is due. Dried fruits control 
in Western Austr~lia is well organised along 
~.D.F.A. principles by the State Board oper
ating in conjunction with the agents. 

Throughout South Australia there has been 
a marked increase of activity on behalf of 
A.D.F.A. principles. The danger which threat
ened the industry, brought growers to a reali
sation of the need for loyalty and active par
ticipation in the work. The various district 
branches threw themselves wholeheartedly into 
the campaign and spared neither personal efw 
fort, nor branch funds. It would be invidious 
to single out any branch for special mention, 
when all did their part. 

ORGANISER 
The question of continuous employment of 

an organiser was considered by the Board at 
its May meeting. The view of members was 
that organisation work tended to be·come conw 
centrated in a few months of each year and 
that the condition of appointment of an or
ganiser might well be varied by paying a re
taining fee during the period that active work 
was deemed unne·cessary. This condition ap
plied particularly to the 1937 season, because 
of our agreement with Independent Packers. 
The position was placed before Mr. J. F. 
Stewart, who accepted the conditions tempor
arily. Later Mr. Stewart tendered his resigna
tion to the Board and this was accepted with 
regret. 

The conditions which will govern any future 
appointment, must be reviewed in the· light of 
past experience, and future developments. The 
Board would like ail expression of opinion from 
delegates, as to the opportunity for organisa
tion work in their respective districts. 

We take this opportunity of expressing to 
conference, wholehearted appreciation of the 
loyalty, eneTgy and efficiency of Mr. Stewart, 
during his term of service with the industry 
as organiser. 

A long discussion took place as to the cir
cumstances of the organiser, Mr. Stewart, hav
ing been placed on a retainer. Mr. W. Cavendish 
said that there had been statements that ap
peared to conflict as to the reasons for the 
Board's action, and Mr. Stewart, in an explan
ation of the circumstances to the Red Cliffs 
Branch, had left the impre·ssion that it had 
been taken because Mr. Stewart had reported 
on actions of the South Australian Dried 
Fruits Board and some association packers. Red 
Cliffs had invited Mr. Stewart to attend Coun
cil as a visitor and put his case before Council. 

Mr. Stewart explained that during the first 
three years following his appointment in 1932 
he had found it comparatively easy to bring 
growers into the Association. He had then 
reached a point when he found that financial 
difficulties prevented more growers coming 
into the Association. He had widened his 
scope to embrace alJ matters in which growers 
were interested, arid gave them information 
on such subjects as pruning, closer settlement 
problems, debt adjustment and the like. The 
Board, on being appealed to, had told him that 
it was not prepared to restrict his activities 
in this direction. He had also take up mat
ters for the benefit of the Association and 
growers, and had reported to the Board on what 
he considered to be shortcomings on the part 
of the South Australian Board. He had also 
taken up with packing companies~ complaints 
with regard to grading and delayed payments, 

When he had been told that he was to be put 
on a retainer, he had not wan ted to accept 
the money for doing nothing, and after two 
or three weeks he had resigned to take another 
position, which had not turned out as well 
as he had thought it would, and he was now 
going back to his block. 

Members of the Board assured Mr. Stewart 
and delegates that the decision to put Mr. 
Stewart on a retainer was arrived at solely be
cause there were no suggestions as to how Mr. 
Stewart, in the altered circumstances, could 
be profitably employed. It had been felt 
that during the greate'r part of the year there 
was no effective work that could be done by a 
full-time organiser, and that in view of the 
results at Berri last year the situation called 
for intensive organising during three or four 
months by local growers' committees, supple
mented by a number of organisers. The fact 
that the Board had put Mr. Stewart on a re
tainer for three months showed th~t it had not 
wanted to lose his services while there was a 
possibility that later developments might sug
gest his continued employment. 

The Board had not been influenced by any 
complaints made about :Mr. Stewart's reports 
on the State Board or packers, but Mr. Howie 
had mentioned that, whiie· the complaints 
were not regarded seriously, it might be pre
ferable, in view of the necessity for maintain
ing the co-operation of the State Boards, for 
him, as Chairman, to take up such matters 
with them. It was explained that in two 
instances Mr. Stewart's comments on the 
State Board were made in ignorance of the 
full facts, and that the Board's position in bod• 
instances had been justified by developments. 

There were general expressions of appreci
ation of the energy, ability, enthusiasm and 
interest Mr. Stewart had shown as organiser, 
and a recognition that at all times Mr. Stew
art had been animated by a keen desire to do 
everything that he possibly could in the best 
interests of the growers and the· Association. 
In the course of the discussion it was suggest
ed that Mr. Stewart could have been sent to 
Coomealla, and that the appointment should 
have been terminated by Council. On the other 
hand, it was pointed out that the Board had 
had no request from Coomealla, and that the 
Board's duty was to curtail any unnecessary 
expenditure. 

Several delegates deplored the misunder
ing that had arisen in connection with the 
position, and intimated that they would like 
to see consideration given to Mr. Stewart's 
claims should the opportunity for suitable em
ployment as organiser present itself. 

The meeting then proceeded to a brief dis
cussion of the Board's plans for future organ
isation work, and to the adoption of the report. 

The South Australian Dried Fruits Board 
met on November 1, 1937, and reviewed the 
position of de;1lers in regard to State quotas 
for 1936, and action was decided upon in re
gard to those whose returns showed infractions 
of the Board's quota det:ermination. 

The matter of small prunes was considered 
at length in connection with the resolution of 
the Australian Agricultural Council. Repre
sentations had been made to the State Boards 
to eliminate from the regulations all prunes 
of 120 to the pound and over. It was agreed 
to defer a decision until the next meeting of 
the Board pending consideration of the report 
which had been made by the Board's Investi
gation Officer after exhaustive inquiries among 
the trade. 

The secretary reported on the progress made 
by the Prune Advisory Committee in conjunc
tion with the Chief Horticulturist (Mr. A. G. 
Strickland, M.Ag.Sc.) and the collection of 
prune statistics. 

The Deputy Chairman (Mr. Hugh Craw
ford) referred to the official visit by the Board 
to the river areas early in October, and the 
attendance at certain functions at which the 
Board members were official guests, on the oc
casion of the Renmark Jubilee Celebrations. 
The inability of the Cha;rman (Mr. G. A. W. 
Pope) to accompany the Board on this visit 
was regretted. 

The· secretary reported he had attended a 
conference of executive officers of the State 
Boards in Melbourne during the previous week 
to consider Certain administrative matters 
arising out of the· Voluntary Trade Agreement, 
and to prepare recommendations to the State 
Boards in regard to revised quotas for 1937. 
The latest pack stattsttcs were before this 
meeting, and after conference with the 
A.D.F.A. Dried Tree Fruits Committee, it was 
agreed to recommend an increase in the home 
consumption quota for prunes from 60 per 
cent. to 62f per cent.; quotas already fixed for 
the other varieties of dried fruits to remain 
unaltered. The recommendations of the sec
retaries' conference were agreed to and a de
termination was made accordingly for publi
cation on November 4, 1937. 

Reports by Board's investigation officers on 
alleged unlawful trading within the State were 
considered, and action was decided upon where 
offences against the Dried Fruits Act had been 
disclosed. 

Figures showing dealers' operations to Sep
tember 30, 1937, and the latest pack figures 
were submitted and noted, and financial and 
other routine business was disposed of. · 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
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Financial Position of the Association 
Finance Committee's Report to Federal Council 

At the annual Federal Council meeting it is the practice to appoint a committee, 
as widely representative of grower interests as possible, to thoroughly examine 
the financial position of the Association as a preliminary to a discussion on this 
aspect of the A.D.F.A. activities by the full Council. The head office account 
and balance sheet are given below, together with the report and recommenda
tions of the Finance Committee. These were adopted by the Council. 

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR THE TWELVE MO.\JTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 1937 

£ s. d. 
500 f) 0 
717 18 0 

6:! 5 0 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
To Chairman's Allowance . . . . . . 

Board -Allowance . . . • . . . . . . 
Tree Fruits Committee Allowances 
Federal Council Allowances .. 
Board and Council Travelling Ex-

penses. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tree FrWts Committee Travelling 

Ex:penses ..........•• 
He~ Office Salaries . , . . . . 

, OrganiJser's Salary .. 
Inspectors' Fees . . . . . . . . 
Adelaide Representative 
Orga,niser'·s Expenses . . . . . . 

, TravelNng ExpeDJS'es-tHead Office 
, Rent and Cleaning , . , . 

Printing and Stationery .. 
, Postages, Telegrams, and Tele-

phones ........... . 
Legal Fees . ~ . . . . . . . . . . 
Audit Fees ....... . 
General E:xlpenses .. 
De::Predation-Motor Publlicity Vans, 

Office Furniture and Fittings 
, Publicity W8J,"lgons--{Expenses ... 

"Australian Dr.ied Fruits News" 
Grants tO Branches . . . . . . . . 
Frost Conference at Mildura . . . . 

, Referendum Expenditure . . . . . . 
, Mar'-keting Organisation El®endi-

ture ..... , _ ..... . 
Book---'"Water Into Gold" .. 

316 16 0 

455 3 5 

29 4 4 
1,642 10 0 

241 0 0 
117 4 0 
186 3 3 
332 15 1 
52 0 3 

223 3 0 
267 7 9 

330 5 8 
23 12 0 
75 0 0 

148 12 11 

160 0 0 
1,871 6 4 

801 7 9 
5 Q 0 

38 10 10 
3,719 2 3 

416 5 2 
680 2 11 

By Head Office Levy-1936 
Season . . .. .. .. .. 2,982 17 8 

Less Paid to Branches 714 17 7 

Head Office Levy-1937 
Season . . . . . . . . . . 6,010 3 10 

LeiSS Paid to Branches 983 19 9 

, In tere1S11; on Fixed De-
posits .. .. .. .. . . 126 11 3 

, Intere•st on Common-
wealth Trerusury Bonds 827 18 0 

, Interest, Co m m 0 n-
wealth Saving Bank , . 16 5 4 

Payments -bY }.:1ercllants 
, Balance to G-€neral Fund Account 

2,268 0 1 

5,026 4 1 

970 14 7 
30 0 0 

5,118 17 2 

£13,413 15 11 £13,413 15 11 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 1937 

LIABILITIES _-\.SSETS 
£ s. d. £ s. d. £s.d. £ s.d. 

Generail. Fund Account . . 29,0172 19 1 
Less Balance of Revenue 

Account . . . . . . . . 5,118 17 2 

Sundry Creditors . . :. . . . . . . . . 
Commerial Banking Company of Syd-

ney Limited-Current Account 

23,954 
56 

1 11 

2 ' 

FL'\:ed Deposits-Commer
cial ;sanking Company 
of S'ydney Lim~ted . . 3,500 

CommonWealth 'T·reasu.r'y 
Bonds . . . . . , , . . . 20-,972 7 

Commonwealth Savings 
Bank ............ . 17 1 3 

Overdrawn ....... . 1,019 4 4 24,489 9 0 
Offi-ce Furni,ture and Fit-

ting-s . . . . . . . . . . 90 0 0 
Motor Publicity Vans . - 450 0 0 

----------~·~·~0~0~0 
£25,029 9 0 

='='~'~·o=·~'='"""~ r Contingent Asset: 

I 
Sundry Debtors-LeVY due by 

Agents on Sea.son 1937 Fruit un-
sold at tMs date .. • . . . . . . . .. £2,579 4 6 

AGENTS' DEPOSITS AND INTERSTATE FUND 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT SEPTEMBER 30, 19-37 

LIABILITIES 
£ s. d. 

Agenrbs' Deposits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,550 0 0 
Amounts Received from Sundry 

Agents on Accounrt: 1937 Seaso-n . . 1,068 14 0 
Accumulated Fund's Account . . . . . . 1,339 17 6 

£5,958 11 6 

ASSETS 

Commercial Banking 
Sydney Limited

Fixed Deposits 
Current Account .. 

£ s. d. 
Company of 

. • 4,350 0 0 
198 11 6 

AUDITORS' CERTIFICATE-

• s. d . 

We have to report having made an examination and audit of the Books of Account of 
the Association, and also in respect of the Agents' Deposits and Interstate Fund, for the year 
ended 30th September, 1937. 

We certify that the Revenue Account and Balance Sheets are correctly drawn up, and 
do exhibit a true and correct view of the finances of the Association, according to the best of 
our information and as shown by the Books of Account. 

We have accepted your Bankers' Certificate in respect to Securities held by them and 
as shown in the Balance Sheets. 

352 Collins Street, Melbourne. HANCOCK & WOODWARD, 
7th October, 1937. Chartered- Accountants (Australia). 

Barmera Co .. operative 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Packing 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 
Suppliers of all Block Requisites 

Co. 
Ltd. 

Local .Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 
Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay-Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA 'PHONE, BARMERA 80 &. 82 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE'S REPORT 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, the convener of 
the committee, reported to the full Council 
as follows:-

Your Committee have examined the items of 
revenue and expenditure and it is satisfactory 
to find that items o-f ordinary expenditure 
show a slight decrease on the previous year. 
The items ·being:-

Chairman's, and Board and 
Council allowance 

Salaries and Expenses . . . . . . 
Rent, Printing and Postages .. 
Depreciation Vans and Furni-· 

ture ............... . 
Publicity Vans, "News" and 

Grants ............. . 

1937 1936 
£ £ 

2.082 
2,520 
1,120 

160 

2,716 

2,193 
2.816 

917 

2,684 

£8,598 £8.610 

The · items printing and postages show an 
increase, which can be attributed to extra cor
respondence, telephoning, reprinting of the 
rules and regulations, and the enlargement of 
the -Federal Council minutes last year. De
preciation of vans, £150, is really part of the 
publicity expenditure. The "A.D.F.A. News" 
cost £801, against £395 the previous year; this 
increase was brought about by the monthly 
issue during the referendum campaign. 

There were three items of special expendi
ture during the year, viz.: Referendum, £3719; 
marketing organisation, £416; Book, ••water 
Into Gold," £680. 

The referendum and marketing expenditure 
was essential, and your Committee feel that 
the expenditure under these headings is very 
modest. 

The ~xpenditure of £680 on the book 
.. Water Into Gold" has been reduced by royal
ties received since September 3 0, to a net 
figure of £630. This is somewhat above the 
estimated cost as forecasted at the last Fed
eral Council meeting, but the excelience of 
the production and the value of the book are 
such that the extra expenditure involved was 
fuliy warranted. 

The revenue from levies was £7,294, and 
from interest, £970; total, £8,264, against 
£8,5 32 last year. The accounts show that the 
levy, still to be collected from the· 1937 season 
pack is £2,580, which will come in during the 
next few months. 

The total expenditure for the year has ex
ceded the revenue by the sum of £5,119, and 
consequently the reserves have been reduced 
by thai: amount, the liquid funds which stood 
at £28,416 are now reduced to £23,470. The 
reduction of reserves by the amount of £5,118 
will reduce the receipts from interest for the 
coming year by approximately £15 0, and it 
is recommended to the Board of Management 
that efforts should be made to restore the As
sociation's reserves as early as possible. 

Your Committee recommend the ·adoption 
of the head offic-e accounts and balance-sheets. 

Allowances and Expenses.-The Committee 
recommend that the allowances and expenses 
remain the same as last year .. 

Secretary's Report.-The Committe recom
mend the adoption of the secretary's report, 
and it is once again pleasing to record an in
crease in the A.D.F.A. percentage of the total 
Australian pack, the figure this year being 
93.6 per cent .of the currants, sultanas and 
lexias produced in Australia~ as compared with 
92.7 per cent. last year. 

Levy.-Your Committee gave this matter 
very careful cunsideration and recomme11ds 
that the A.D.F.A. levy on the 193 8 crop 
should be 3/- per ton, of which 2/6 is f0r 
head office purposes and 6d. per ton for 
brand .es. The object of the increase of 6d. 
per ton is to partly restore -the reserves de
pleted by the referendum expenditure. 
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Recent Investigations Into Dried Fruit Problems 
Address By Mr. A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc., Officer 
In Charge, Merbein Research Station, C.S.I.R. 

During the year a considerable amount of progress has been made in the inves
tigation of the many problems associated with dried fruit production along the 
Murray and in other areas, both irrigated and non-irrigated. In the following 
outline Mr. Lyon deals with the work of the Station, combined with that of 
committees co-operating in the several districts. He presents the following 
report:-

The work of the Station during the last 
:five years has changed somewhat in character, 
principally in the direction of agricultural 
drainage and reclamation. The present view
point in reference to maintaining the produc
tivity of the irrigated lands has changed. Until 
a few wears ago, the occurrence and increase 
in salted and -seeped lands was viewed as in
evitable in the irrigation settlement. At pre
sent, as the causes of soil deteriorati9n are be
coming better known, and methods of pre
serving fertility more clearly defined, reclam
ation works, particularly drainage, are being 
constructed in many of the settlements. As 
a resul~, unproductive lands are again coming 
into use, and the view point of the people 
has changed. lrriga ted lands are no longer 
viewed as having a limited life. With ade
quate precautions against soil wastage, the 
productivity of our irrigated lands should con
tinue, and at least portion of the wasted land 
can be again brought into bearing. 

In addition to fruit processing investiga
tions, which are now carried out by a special 
officer, viticultural and irrigation investiga
tions are being continued. Most of the short
dated investigations, designed for immediate 
improvement of some obvious fault in routine 
practice, have been completed. The major in
vestigations at present are long-dated, dealing 
with regularity of yield, the balancing of the 
growth environment with yield potentialities; 
and in particular with irrigation methods and 
district irrigation requirements. The major 
projects on which the staff of the Merbein 
Station are engaged at present, are outlined 
below. 
.. Drainage.-The responses of the various soil 
types to agricultural drainage are being inves
tigated, and through representation on various 
State Drainage Committees, the information 
obtained is being utilised in the drainage plans. 
At the present time, drainage works are prac
tically complete in the Mildura district, and 
are assured for portions of Barmera and W ai
kerie, South Australia, and for Woorinen, Vic
toria. The type of drainage suitable for Ren
mark and Nyah are being considered at the 
present time. In all settlements where drain
age works have been completed, the reflection 
in increased productivity and soil reclamation 
are apparent. 

Irrigation.-This study consists of determin
ing the methods by which irrigation water is 
applied to the land to give the minimum effici
ent wetting and yet to avoid excesses of sub
soil water. Briefly, the extent of lateral and 
vertical soakage of water from an irrigation 
furrow is traced out for the principal soil 
types, in order that the optimum spacing of 
furrows and the duration of irrigation may be 
defined. The problem is considered to be par
ticularly important, as controlled irrigation 
methods involve decreased water distribution 
costs, increased production, and preservation of 
the soil. 

The periods of the year at which irrigation 
water is applied to the soil are dependent on 
the loss of water from the soil. The rate of 
loss is a laboratory measurement, and varies 
with soil type, the season, and the plants 
grown. The study of soil moisture changes 

is essentially technical. By a laboratory study 
of soil composition in relation to soil moisture, 
it is possible to allow for differences in texture 
and to define more accurately the periods at 
which irrigation water is necessary. 

The ultimate aim of such studies is to. com
bine economy and efficiency in respect to the 
number of irrigations necessary each season. 

The trend in all settlements at present is to 
increase the numbe·r of irrigations available, 
and the general reflection of this has been in 
the avoidance of soil moisture shortages, which 
were frequently featured when the summer 
periods between irrigations were unduly pro
longed. Unfortunately, excessive applica
tions of water are still featured, and improve
ment has been far too gradual to be viewed 
with satisfaction. 

The chief practical results of agricultural 
drainage and irrigation investigations has been 
a proper relation of the depth of drainage to 
the soil profile·; and a spacing of drains, in ac
cordance with the distance of subsoil water 
will pass to the drain through the different 
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For Services Rendered i 
~ 

At the 1937 Federal Council meeting ~ 
of the Australian Dried Fruits Associ- ~ 
ation, the following resolution was un- ~ 
animously agreed to:- ~ 

·~That this conference place on record ~ 
its sincere appreciation of the wonder- ~ 
ful personal services rendered to the = 

dried fruits industry by Mr. W. C. F. 
Thomas, chairman, and Mr. A. F. Bell, 
acting chairman, of the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board, for the past 
thirteen years. It is particularly ap-

- preci.ative of the devoted work of Mr. 
~ Bell over the past two years, during the 

illness and absence of the chairman. 
These services have been of inestimable 
value to the industry. It is also desired 
to convey a message of goodwill, friend
ship and thanks for services re·ndered to 
our friends in voluntary exile in the 
United Kingdom-Messrs. F. L. Mc
Dougall, W. ·P. Caro, and J. J. S. Scouler. _ 
We· wish them health and strength to ~ 
continue their labors." ~ 

'''''""""'""'"""'"""'""''"'""""'""'""'"""'''"''''"""'""'"'"'' 
soils after irrigation. For example, on sandy 
soils in the Mildura district, eight row spacing 
of drains has been found quite efficient, and 
is much cheaper than the four row spacing 
formerly practised. At present the quantity 
of water delivered' to drains is excessive. 

Pest Control.-Little change in routine 
practices have been necessary. Fortunately, 
there has been a succession of seasons in which 
tosses from fungoid diseases have been at a 
minimum. The control of insect pests has 
become more important, due to the increase in 
damage from the light brown apple moth; 
and the occurrence in numbers not hitherto 
noted of the fig moth on ripe grapes, racked 
fruit, and in early deliveries to packing houses. 
Fortunately, so far this insect has not persisted 
into the winter as a packing house pest, and 
its contrOl has been relatively easy. Improve-

ment has been effected in pest control in pack
ing houses, by the introduction and standard
isation of a more effective· fumigant (Ethyl 
Formate). 

Viticultural Investigations.-The effect of 
routine operations, such as cincturing, top
ping, tipping, pruning, and the application of 
fertilisers have been more intensively investi
gated, and the results o.f the work published in 
the "Dried Fruits News." Present day evi
dence indicates that the removal of shoots, or 
portions of the shoots, by disbttdding or top
ping has ultimately a depressing effect. Some 
correction of a recent tendency to overload 
vines by leaving too many rods has been ne
cessary. Too many rods have been found to 
result in low Beaume and delayed ripening 
without any compensating advantage. 

Unfortunately, little progress has been made 
towards improving the quality of Zante cur
rants. 

It is known that disbudding results in better 
shoots carrying bunches of better quality. In 
three of the last four years, however, January 
rains have occurred, and the losses have been 
greatest on vineyards where large berries in 
forward bunches have been encouraged. 

A return to normal seasons seems to be es
sential before the industry can make any head
way towards improving the currant pack. 

Fruit Processing.-The major projects have 
been concerned with the drying of grapes. The 
development of dips to the stage of. commer
cial applications to suit the export trade took 
place some years ago; and a re-examination,. 
partly in view of the rapid development of 
packing house procedure, has been found ne
cessary. The present work includes the stand
ardisation of finely-prepared oil emulsions, 
which are an improvement in comparison 
with home made emulsions formerly 
used, and laboratory and field examin
ation of the chemical reactions involved in the 
dipping of fruit. Moisture studies in connec
tion with preservation of color, trade require
ments, and general keeping qualities, are in
cluded. Work on dried stone fruits covers the 
operations of sulphuring, field and factory 
processing, reconditioning, and "'moist pack
ing." Important developments in factory 
processing, principally in the direction of im
proved appearance and preservation of color 
and quality, have also been featured in recent 
years. 

A report on fruit processing in reference 
to the chan_ge-over from home-made to finer-

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and :full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Lt~. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for d.e
stroying of insect life in Dried Fruits are 
advised that Application No. 18731/34, 
dated 3rd Aug.ust, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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proprietary emulsions has recently been issued, 
and covers most of the points on which grow
ers have been seeking information. 

Briefly, the report indicates that, for cold 
dip, the finer proprietary emulsions have an 
advantage in usage, being more easily prepared, 
and particularly with inexperienced growers, 
to give more consistent and reliable re·sults. 

The faults of inexperienced users of cold 
dip, such as over-oiling in the initial stages, 
and variations in the quantity of oil applied, 
are easily avoided when fine· proprietary emul
sions are used. The introduction of these 
emulsions thus represents a very useful refine
ment. No appreciable improvements in 
quality is expected, in comparison with ex
perienced users of home-made emulsion; and, 
for mixed dip, it appears immaterial whether 
coarse home-made or fine proprietary emul
sions are used. 

In comparisons between mixed and cold dip, 
the advantages of cold dip in preserving the 
-fruit on the rack, and in maintaining quality 
after packing, have again been confirmed. 

Reduction of potash, to reduce the burn
ing at the capstems gives b~tter quality, with 
a reduction in the drying rate. Wit_h the in
crease in rack space in the district, this re
duction is warranted for those growers who 
have sufficient rack space to compensate for 
slower drying. 

Publication'S.-The "Dried Fruits News" is 
the medium through which the results of in
vestigations are brought before the growers. 
In addition, papers are published in Scientific 
periodicals, and in cases where the papers are 
purely technical, more popular reports are pre
pared and published. The issue of a bulletin 
covering all the work of the Station has been 
delayed, pending the reports of individual of
ficers engaged on the investigations. 

EXCESS WATER 
Mr. Lyon added that at Cardross 30 per cent. 

of the water pumped on the soil found its way 
into the drains. This excess water had some 
value in the initial stages for the removal 
Qf salt, but after that it was wholly deleterious. 
As near as they could gather, they could grow 
a normal crop, heavier than the average, with 
4-}-inch appliCations. At the station outfall, 
the percentage was 5 per cent, compared with 
the 30 per cent. at Cardross. The work at 
the Station had shown that the drainage of 
irrigation settlements was worth while, but 
expe·nsive, and it was permanent if it was pro
_perly planned. The other point in connection 
with the work was that they had been able 
1:0 recognise that the wastage and lack of 
economy in the use of irrigation water was 
something that would have to be considered 
in the future. 

Growers did not always understand 
why experimenters has to wait before they 
could publish their conclusions. All the 
work. h~d to be done statistically. He 
could illustrate the position by a reference 
to tossing a penny in th~ air. If tossed 

once, it had an eqwl chance of coming 
down head or tail, and if it were tossed 
three times, there was a 100 per cent. 
chance of being ou.t one way or another. 
If the penny were tossed, say one thous
and times, it would probably come down 
tails five hundred times, and heads five 
hundred times, and n'O matter how 
many more times the penny was toss
ed, the chances would be equal. In the 
same nzanner. with viticultural investiga
tions, they had to go on making compari
sons, u11til the equal chance of the true 
diffe·ren.ce showed, and would continue to 
show, if the comparisons were continu.ed. 
Ravin~ reached that stage, they could go 
o·n measuring samples indefinitely, with
out showing nwre difference. They could 
not take one plot and another and S"'J 
that a differen-ce was du.e to a particular 
treatment. Two similar plots might 
bave a fifty-fifty chance of showing a 20 
per-cent difference in returns. That W'«-s 

wiry the work had to be done in the terms 
of a number of comparisons, an.d in such 
a way that they could express themselves 
in terms of certainty that a continuation 
of the comparisons would not alter the 
results. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
The financial assistance the st.ation had re

ceived from the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board had enabled the employment of 
one man completely on drainage problems. In 
Woorinen the growers contribute £80 a year, 
and receive special attention on local prob
lems; the main trouble was black spot. The 
Red Cliffs contribution was used wholly on 
drainage, and as Red Cliffs had spent one
third of a million pounds on drainage works, 
it was good policy to spend £40 or £50 a year 
on methods that would help the settlers to get 
the best results. The station was recewmg 
help from a number of directions, and since 
the A.D.F.A. came to its assistance, 10 years 
ago, there has been ample funds for the work 
in hand, an4 the relations of the growers with 
the station had been put on a different basis. 
On the station's Advisory Board, Mr. D. C. 
Winterbottom was Chairman, and there were 
representatives of all districts. Representing 
the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board were Mr. Malloch and Mr. Johnstone, 
who had always taken an interest in the af
fairs of the station. 

Mr. Lawrence, proposing a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Lyon, said that Mr. Lyon had the 
happy knack of being able to report the results 
of the scientific work in language that could 
be appreciated and understood by the dele
gates round the table. In Nyah they knew the 
value of the work done by ~. Lyon and his 
assistance on drainage. Some of their growers 
had blamed the arsenate of lead spray for their 
failure to control the light brown apple rrioth, 
but the faifure" appeared to have been due to 
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GROWERS FINANCEO AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

Nominations For South 
Australian State Board 

5 

Nominations for the election of growers' 
representatives on the State Dried Fruits Board 
closed on Monday, November 8} and reveal a 
third candidate, Mr. E. N. Seary (Renmark), 
contesting the two irrigated areas seats with 
the sittin_g members, J\1essrs. J. B. Murdoch 
(Waikerie), and C. W. Till (Barmera). All 
three nomitiees are representatives of the or
ganised industry. 

The election will take· place on December 
18. Ballot papers will be sent out to every 
grower on the Board's register on November 
29. In terms of the Dried Fruits Act, an 
election is held every two years for the three 
growers' representatives on the Board. The 
other members on the Board are the Chairman 
(Mr. G. A. W. Pope) and the Deputy Chair
man (Mr. Hugh Crawford), who are perma
nent members appointed by the Government. 

For the one seat in the non-irrigated areas} 
only one nomination was received, that of the 
sitting member, Mr. C. E. Russell, who will be 
deemed to be elected for a further period of 
two years from January 1 next. 

The roll of growers closed on November 
15, 19 3 7, until after the scrutiny of the bal
lot papers is completed. During this period, 
therefore, no name w.ill be added to the roll 
or removed from it. The regulations under 
the Dried Fruits Act prescribe for the prefer
ential system of voting, and full directions 
will be given to growers in a circular which 
will accompany each ballot paper. 

A Bounty On Currants 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF 

MANAGEMENT 
The discussion at Federal Council on the 

se·rious position of current growers due to con
tinued low returns brought out some very 
alarming facts, and it was decided to strongly 
recommend to the Board of Management that 
investigation be made regarding the possibility 
of obtaining a bounty for this fruit. 

Speaking to the resolution, Mr. D. Farmer 
( Angastop, S.A.) said that the continuous 
fall in overs-eas values during the last few years 
was causing serious di:ffi.cultie·s in his area where 
a tremendous proportion of the pack was in 
currants. Over a period of five seasons the 
growers had received an average net return of 
£20" per acre. Apple, pear and prune growers 
had enjoyed a bounty and he considered that 
the position of the currant grower warranted 
the same consideration. Mr. Winterbottom 
(Mildura) said that the position in the river 
areas, where the costs of production were 
higher, was no better than that obtaining in 
the non-irrigated areas. 

the spray having be'en applied at the wrong 
time. 

Mr. Curren, in support, said that Mr. Lyon 
always had something of interest to tell dele
gates. South Australian growers envied the 
Mildura growers, who were closer in touch 
with the operations and activitie·s of the Re
search Station, and they hoped to have a re 
search station in South Australia. They had 
two representatives on the Merbein Station Ad
visory Board, and so were in direct contact 
with the station. 

The vote of thanks was carried with accla
mation. 

Mr. Lyon, in acknowledging the vote of 
thanks, reminded the South Australian dele
gates that the new building at the station was 
a landmark, as it was the first thing to !be 
seen on the W<'Y to Mildura from South Aus
tralia, and he hoped growers from South Aus:.. 
tralia would call. He· added that he was leav
ing with the secretary copies of bulletins pub
lished by the station. 
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UNIFORM ACCOUNT 
SALES MAKING FRIENDS 

Difficulties In South 
Australia 

Due to the varying systems of packing 
house practice in the re~eipt of fruit on behalf 
of growers and agents, and the account sale
ing of that fruit, many difficulties are in the 
way of obtaining uniformity. At the Federal 
Council it was decided to refer the matter to 
the South Australian River Council to find 
as to whether some more uniform system with
in the various districts could not be arrived 
at. 

In introducing the discussion, Mr. H. D. 
Howie said that following a request from the 
previous conference, that a system of uniform 
account sales on a sweat box basis should be 
universally adopted, the Adelaide agents had 
met to discuss the position, and as a result, 
Mr. Haynes had written to the Board setting 
out various difficulties, prominent amongst 
which were the fact that certain packers did 
not weight fruit inwards and that others 
packed only individual lines on behalf- of grow
ers. In one centre, growers appeared deter
mined to have their currants handled individu
ally, owing to the big proportion of bucks. 
In some instances the cost of processing was 
charged direct to growers, and in other cases 
the only fruit packed was the packers' own 
fruit. Mr. Haynes, in concluding his letter, 
stated that proprietary agents declared that 
they had gone to unlimited trouble to see if 
they could render account sales on a uniform 
sweat box basis, but that in their opinion any 
attempt to enforce such a proposal would, in 
view of the difference in packing methods, do 
more harm than good. 

Mr. Sims stated that the difference between 
sweat box and Packed weights was so obvi" 
ous that it could be shown by the agents 
themselves. There might be $Orne reason for 
the difficulties Qamed in the non-irrigated 
areas, and it m.ig_ht be necessary to make an 
exception of such districts. 

J\.ir. Jones stated that he considered it would 
be a bad policy to force packers in the non
irrigated areas to render account sales on a 
sweat-box basis, but that wherever possible 
such a system should be introduced. 

Mr. P. Malloch.stated that despite the time 
the Board of Management had spent in study
ing the position, they had been unable to sug" 
gest any practical method of overcoming the 
difficulties enumerated by the agents to ar
range for uniform account sales on a sweat
box basis. Packers using the pool system 
in South Australia could add to their account 
sales a slip showing what the realisations would 
be on a packed weight basis. Such a proce" 
dure appeared to be the only practical solution 

Like his predecessor, Col. Cosgrave, Mr. 
Frederick Palmer, the Canadian Trade Com" 

missioner in Australia, served alongside of the 
A.I.F. when the two Dominion divisions went 

into the August 8th stunt together. He also 
made a lot of friends during his visit to the 
producing areas, where he met many growers 

and growers' executives, and finally accepted 
an invitation to meet the Federal Council in 

MR. FREDERICK PALMER 
Canadian Trade Commissioner 

Melbourne, where he received a warm wei" 
come. In addressing the delegates, Mr. Pal
mer referred to the warmth of his reception 
achieved. He stated he saw evidence of a de~ 

termination to push forward to even greater 
success. The virility of endeavor that was 

in the river districts, and also his impressions 
of the people who lived and worked there, and 

of the difficulty, as they could not instruct an 
agent who received 40 boxes of sultanas for 
sale, that he had to account for 2l"cwt. of 
fruit delivered to some packer, or again, the 
fruit received from a grower might include 
some distillery fruit, about which the agent 
would know nothing, if such distillery fruit 
was scld direct to the distillery by the packer, 
and accounted for direct to the grower. 

Mr. H. W. Newton stated that 12 months 
ago he had assured Federal Council that the 
South Australian Agents wanted to adopt a 
uniform basis for account sales, but on look
ing into the ma:~ter they had found too many 
difficulties in the way to allow of the system 

being inttoduced. 

of the measure of success that had been 
manifested in these areas, reflected the com~ 
mon British stock from which they had all 
sprung. 

Mr. H. D. Howie, in moving a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Palmer, explained that the dele
gates to the Conference were drawn from 

various parts of Victoria, South Australia and 

New South Wales, and included irrigation and 
non-irrigation area growers. They hoped that 

Mr. Palmer would take the opportunity of 

visiting the river areas when production was 
in full swing, as Mr. Palmer then would be 

able to see the processing of the fruits the in
dustry sent to Canada. They sincerely hoped 
that they would see more of Mr. Palmer dur
ing his term of office. The industry wanted 
not ouly to supply the greater bulk of Canada's 
requirements of dried fruits, but it wanted 
also to earn the goodwill of the Canadian 
trade. Despite points of difference, their rela
tions had gone a long way towards establish
ing mutual goodwill and the visits of Mr. Pal
mer's predecessors had helpe·d to that end. 
They hoped that the future would show thei:
trade with Canada established on a £rm, sound 
basis of mutual benefit. 

Mr. P. Malloch said that the areas· that Mr. 
Palmer had not visited, extended him a hearty 
welcome, There were dried fruits areas apart 
from Mildura and Barmera, and in Victoria 
there was no visitor more welcome to the dried 
fruits areas than a Canadian. Apart from 
their trade relationships, they had a warm 
feeling of kinship with Canadians. They had 
met them on active service in France, and had 
found them to be nearly as good fellows as 
themselves. 

He had no doubt that Mr. Palmer, during 
his visit to the packing houses, had seen fruit 
of a color different altogether to that he was 
used to in Canada. This was a fruit that had 
been produced to satisfy the demands of buy
ers who required color for their particular 
trade. Canadian buyers were not interested 
in this type of fruit, preferring the darker 
and more sugary fruit. The food value was 
perhaps greater in the dark fruit, which was 
very often riper when picked. After all, it was 
what was under the skin that people were 
buying. A man who received a cheque for 
£5 was not concerned whether it came in a 
golden envelope or in a brown one. In support
ing the vote of thanks, Mr. Malloch said that 
as one who had spent some time in Mr. Pal" 
mer's company, he would say that growers 
would find in him a man worth cultivating 
for his own sake. Other delegates extended a 
welcome should the visitor be able to make a 
visit to their areas. 
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PRESS CRITICISM 
Discussion At Federal Council Meeting 

Mr. G. L. Hardie drew attention -of Federal 
Council to the publication in a recent issue 
of "The Countryman .. (Vic.), of an article 
commenting on Marketing Legislation. Mr. 
Hardie pointed out that the article in question 
had come under the notice of a number of 
growers, and had been the result of consider
able discussion. The general impression of the 
article was that it conveyed the opinion that 
the leaders of the industry had not taken the 
steps which might have been taken in order 
to secure a continuation of control legislation. 

Confidence In Board Members 
Mr. H. D. Howie, in thanking dele

gates for their continued expression of 
confidence in the Board members, said 
that on the Board there was expressed 
every shade of opinion. It was not a 
rna tter of following the lead of anyone, 
but of considering every point of view 
represented on the Board of Manage
ment. In the last four or :five years, the 
Board had not had to go to a ballot on 
any question. There were points on 
which Board members held different opin
ions, but they tried to reconcile those 
views. The members of the Board had a 
difficult task ahead of them. They had 
not· had an easy task during the last 18 
months, but they could now go on with 
the work with confidence, in the expres
sion of support the Federal Council had 
given them. They certainly appreciated 
that confidence, and on behalf of of the 
other members, he would like to express 
their thanks. . 

''"'"""""'"''"'"""'""""'"""'""'""'""""''"'"""'""""""""":; 

Whilst growers generally were fully satisfied 
that Mr. Howie and those associated with him 
had done all that was possible in connection 
with the marketing legislation position, it 
seemed that some comment on the article in 
question was ne·cessary. 

Mr. G. Wake stated that the article in «The 
Countryman'' referred to by Mr. Hardie had 
been produced by one or two growers who 
were sympathetically inclined towards non
Association interests, and considered that some 
action should be taken to refute the state
ments contained in the article. 

Mr. A. Rawlings suggested a vote of confi
dence in the Board of Management for their 
continued efforts on behalf of the industry, 

following the breakdown of marketing legisla
tion, would show that the growers as repre
sented by this Federal Council were satisfied 
with their leaders and the work that had been 
done. 

Mr. P. Malloch pointed out that particu
larly during the period of election campaigns, 
statements were made and circulated which 
would not ordinarily be published, and he 
felt that the main thing was that the mem
bers of the Board of Management were going 
on with the work and were doing everything 
possible to secure a continuance of stabilised 
marketing. The members of the Board felt 
they were answerable only to their consciences 
and to Federal C9uncil, ... He did not favor the 
suggestion that membe.i-s of the Board should 
interview the Editor of "The Countryman," 
as he felt that no good pUil"pose would be, 
served thereby. 

Mr. Wake said it should be explained to 
Federal Council that the Board had been to 
some extent at least responsible for securing 
a discussion on organised marketing by the 
Agricultural Council at their recent meeting 
in Brisbane. Delegates would be satisfied with 
the statement by Mr. Howie, and what it con
veyed. Mr. Howie had informed the Council 
regarding his interview with the Ministers of 
Agriculture in the different States. They had 
all said that the presence of the Board or its 
representatives was not necessary at the meet
ing of the Agricultural Council. 

Mr. G. J. Hyndman said the Board of Man
agement had done a wonderful job as far as 
they had been able to go, and it mus;t be re
mell)bered that it had not been possible up to 
date to secure legislative support. Conference 
had the fullest confidence in the Board of 
Management. 

Mr. O'Donnell said that he regretted that 
the journal concerned had published the ar
ticle referred to. 

On the motion of Mr. G. Wake, seconded 
by Mr. A. Rawlings, a resolution was passed, 
expressing complete confidence in the activi
ties of the Board of Management, in connec
tion with marketing and legislative control. 
The motion read as follows:-

"That this Federol Council of the 
A.D.F.A., representing growers from all 
States, expresses cQtlnplete confidence in the 
activities of the Board of Management of 
the Association in respect to securing amend
ing legislation to ensure a continuance of 
organised marketing." 
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Statement At Federal Council 
Meeting 

What was ·considered an unnecessarry 
delay in the payment of approximately 
£3 per ton on some tbr:ee thousand trms, 
was a matter discussed at Federal Council, 
Red Cliffs growers were concerned at the 
amount of injerest involved over the 
period in question, and as the discussion 
is of interest to other areas, it is given in 
full as a medium of allaying any mis-un
derstandings. 
In opening the discussion, Mr. A. McK.in .. 

non said that -last season a large final payment 
had been made on lexias. The payment had 
made some growers suspiciOlJ.S of the methods 
of the packing· Companies', and age·nts, and 
there had been complaints to· the local cOm
mittee. On inquiry at their local packing 
houses, they had been satisfied that they had 
not been responsible for a final payment of 
£4/10/ to £4/15/ a ton, when only £1 had 
been expected. Growers wanted to know who 
was responsible for holding up such a larg~ 
sum of money and to be assured that the inter
est on the. amount involved had been passed 
on to the growers." -Some growers hid held 
that the Board of Management was respon
sible for not seeing that the agents had paid 
over the money as soon as it was available. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom said that the As
sociation had received a request from the Red 
Cliffs Branch to investigate the circumstances 
surrounding the large final payment, and had 
prepared the following report for submission to 
Federal Council:-

The Board of Management have investi
~ated the question of the substantial :final 
payment of lexi,as, season 1936, and are sat
isfied that the bulk of the money distributed 
became available from the sales of carry
over fruit in the Commonwealth market, 
and it must also be remembered that the 
finalisation of consignments to the United 
Kingdom was delayed until it was possible 
to secure a clean-up of the fruit in the new 
year. The Board are also satisfied that 
growers' interests were protected by the in
terest being credited in all cases, right up to 
the date of distribution of proceeds. The 
difficulty in :finalising 19 3 6 season lexias can 
be illustrated . by the fact that head office 
:first endeavored to arrange the :final adjust
ment between agents in February, but owing 
to the amount of proceeds still outstand
ing, it was impossible to finalise the adjust
ment until April 3 0, after which agents 
had to prepare their :figures for submission 
to packers and growers. 

Mr. W. Cavendish said that the manager of 
a packing company should have a fair idea of 
what to expect by way of final payment by 
the end of March or early in April. At Red 
Cliffs, they had been led to expect 2 5/- to 
30/- per ton. · 

Mr. Winterb0tt-6in: The amount of the final 
payment came as a·· surprise to all. I had 
anticipated about £2 per ton, and had they 
known that such a large sum was to be re
ceived they would probably have paid out 
about £Z/£3 of it earlier. The account 
sales had, .hOweVer, been made out and pay
ments issue4 a~· Soon as the actual returns for 
the fruit sold w·ere available~ 

Mr. C. Wake: Was there any chance that 
the agents were holding the money back? 

Mr. Winterbottom e_xplai~ed that it was 
necessary to carry lexias -_ bejrond. the end of 
FebrUary, tO satisfy bUyers, Uritil new season's 
fruit was 'aviilable and: tlie>proceedS of the 
tQnnage carried -into March would not be 
available until the end· of April. 
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:':'"'""""""'"""'"""'"""'""'""'""'''''"""'""'''"'''''"'''''''''''''~ 
~ All Branches of A.D.F,A. are asked to ~ 
E forward items of interest to the indu=:;try ~ 
~ as a whole for publication in the "News." ~ 
~'"""""""'""'''"'"""""'""""'""'"""""""""'""""'""""'""'~ 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's- freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

shonld be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, NOVEMBER 30, 1937 

GROWERS' PROBLEMS 

THE Jubilee year of Mildura and Renmark 
. has brought quite a crop of problems for 

growers to face. The first was the Privy 

Council decision in the James case, which in

validated the legislation designed to ensure or

ganised marketing between the States. The 
second problem is the announcement of the 

possibility of a trade agreement between Great 

Britain and the United States of America, 

which may nullify part of the preferences we 

enjoy today under the Ottawa Agreement. 

These two in themselves can involve grow

_ers in having to accept much lower prices for 
their dried fruits, and, one would think, suffi

cient to cause the Government to act- with ex
treme caution. 

On top of these troubles, we find persistent 

rumors of further expansion of the industry by 

throwing open and planting up new areas. The 
three questions all coming in the one year must 

cause· considerable uneasiness amongst growers. 

THERE is one comfort on the question of 

the Ottawa Agreement, and that is it is 

an export matter and therefore comes within 

the review of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 

Board, and growers can feel confident that 

with such gentlemen as Mr. W. C. Thomas and 

Mr. A. F. Bell in Australia, and Mr. Frank 
McDongall in London, that the industry's in
terests will be well protected. 

The United States of America is an enigma; 

a highly industrialised. nation, its standards in 
the. manufacturing industries are high; but in 

the realm of primary production it sells its 

product at such low prices that it becomes a 

menace even to the lower standards of living 

of -Smyrna, Greece and I_>ersia. A review of 

the prurie pOsition and the extraordinary lack 

of stability therein, is given in this issue, and 

gives but one instance of the lamentable posi

tion. 

THE truth is that in California organisation 

is by the middle-man, and his one object 
is to buy from the grower at the lowest pos

sible price so that he can pack, get his pro

fit, and turn over at the lowest price in the 
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world-the grower does no count. The dealers' 

attitude, to use an Americanism, would be, 

"Well, of course, that is just too bad for the 

grower, but t~at is his bad luck." It is.- thus 

seen what a danger it will be to Empire pro

ducers if U.S.A. is placed on the preferential 

lists for fruits. lwo years ago California was 

selling sultanas at Ifd. per lb. packed, and so 

it is with all drie·d fruits California -is the price

cutter. President Roosevelt is trying to 

raise the standard of the primary produce, but 

the dealer using the constitution has had the 

support of the courts, in exactly the same way 

as the Privy Council found the Comonwealth 

constitution had weaknesses. The dealer is not 

concerned with the welfare of the growers. 

UNFORTUNATELY, our State Govern

ments do not seem to be impressed with 
the necessity to find some effective legislative 

control to take the place of that which was 

declared unconstitutional. At the moment, it 
looks as if the State Parliaments want to "pass 

the buck" by stating it is a Commonwealth 

matter, but there is this. certainty, the growers 
are citizens of the State they reside in, and the 

sovereign rights within the State are vested in 
the State Parliament, therefore the welfare of 

these people is a State matter, supported with 

co-ordinating effort by the Commonwealth, 

therefore, States and Commonwealth should 

work together to secure the welfare and stabil

ity of the growers. 

The dangers of anything but controlled pro
duction of dried fruits are too well known to 

'growers for any ne·ed of reiteration. Every ef

fort is being made to impress upon the author

ities in the respective States the necessity for 

caution. The industry does not ask for a mon~ 

opoly through restriction of new plantings, 
but it- is justified in its request that an inde
pendent body be set up to make enquiries and 
advise the Governments. 

-D.C.W. 

INCREASED PRODUCTION 
DANGEROUS 

A policy of cautiousness was strongly 
advocated by the Chairman of the Export 
Control BotWd (Mr. W. C. F. Thomas), 
who has just returned, after seeing some 
of the developments in dried fruits pro
duction overseas. 
Convinced that Australian growers should 

t<think twice" before increasing the number of 
vines, after having seen the great develop
ment of the ·dried fruit industries in South 
Africa and California, Mr. Thomas returned 
to Melbourne aboard the Orcades today. 

A policy of caution w·as essential, said 1\tfr. 
Thomas. The best course was to wait and see 
how the market responded to the extra quan
tity which would be available during the next 
few years from outside sources. 

~~This is prudence rather than pessimism," 
he said. "Australian sultanas have sold better 
than ever this season, and London wholesalers_ 
are anxiously awaiting the next shipment.'' 

Mr. Thomas said he had no fault to find 
with the advertising and publicity in the 
United Kingdom. There had been much criti~ 
cism by Australians of the manner in which 
Australian produce was advertised, but the 
men in England were doing a good job. It 
was unfair to criticise them without first be
coming thoroughly conversant with the pro
blems which they had met. Growers could 
rest assured that their money was being wisely 
spent in advertising and publicity. 

PERSONAL 
Mr. W. A. Wilkin, secretary_ of the Aurora 

Packing Coy., and an agents' representative on 
the Board of Management, has been forced 
through ill-health, to take a rest. Knowing 
Mr. Wilkin we do not anticipate that he will 
take the full term laid down by the doctor. 

At the Federal Council meeting the retiring 
members of the Board of Management (Messrs. 
H. D. Howie, D. C. Winterbottom and A. R. 
Lawrence) were re~elected without opposition. 
For the Tree Fruits Committee, Messrs. H. D. 
Howie, T. Steele and D. Barry Wood were 
also re-elected without opposition. The mem
bers elected to the Board will hold their seats 
for two years, whilst the members of the Tree 
Fruits Committee are elected annually. The 
remaining members of the Board of Manage
ment (Messrs. P. Malloch, B. Murdoch, E. J. 
Hudson and J. H. Gordon) are due for re
tirement next year. 

Mr. F. McGlasson, manager of the Berri 
Co-operative Union, will be leaving early in 
the new year to attend a London conference 
of the component groups of Overseas Farm.;. 
ers' Co-operative Federation. Representatives 
from South Africa and New Zealand will also 
attend. Mr. McGlasson is the South Austra~ 
lian director of the Australian Producers; 
Wholesale Co-operative Federation, which 
body will also be represented by Mes~rs. A. 
W. Wilson (Chairman of Directors, Vic.) , 
G. W. Harper (W.A.) and Major ]. R. King 
(N.S.W.), directors, with Mr. H. Whiter; 
manager. It is understood that Mr. McGlas
son hopes to visit the dried fruits areas of 
South Africa during his travels. 

"'"'"""""'"""'""""'"""'""'""'''""""'"""'""'"""'''''''''''''' 

The Late Donald Thayne 

To those who have been closely associ
ated with Donald Thayne, a man 
amongst men in times when qualities that 
matter were so essential to the: commun~ 
ity he held together by sheer personality 
and ability, little need be said. His life 
was so devot_ed to the good of his fellows 
that it stands as an example to all. In 
''Water Into Gold," Mrs. Hill shows us 
the man who was "The King of Lyrup." 

"One of the Communist settlements of 
unholy memory, Lyrup, alone is a village 
settlement still. It retains its old con
stitution, and Donald Thayne is the At
las who has carried it through on his 
broad shoulders. Strong man of the 
River, impatient of delay, many a time 
his unorthodox methods achieved the pur
pose. When Lyrup was on the point of 
dissolution, and in many a crisis since, 
Donald Thayne has found the way to 
keep the flag flying-not a red flag, for 
he is no Communist. "You can't legis
late brotherly love," he has said, "not 
without a gun." Neither was he a dic
tator, but merely a manager, on a salary 
of £2/10/- a week, taken in coupons, 
and 10/- in cash for "entertainment al
lowance." In twelve years of that wise 
management, Lyrup was saved from the 
sand. The socialist days have faded out 
of memory, but never- the splendid spirit 
of Donald Thayne. 

We lament the passing of a fine man 
-his prototypes of a younger generation 
made the A.I.F .-and in our weakness 
envy his strength and in our hearts are 
inspired with emulation. 

' ~ 
' I 
' ' ' 

Regrets at his passing and the sympa
thies of the industry go to his folk. 

' ·'"'"''""''''"''"""'''""'"""""'""'''"""'""'''''""""'""'''"""""~ 
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The Statistical Position 
So many developments are taking place in the producing countries competitive 
with our own fruit that, at the moment, no attempt at an accurate summary of 
the reports to hand can be made, and the following is given as simply a matter 
of interest to growers. 

The returns from the small tonnage of our 
fruit remaining (currants excepted) to be sold 
in the United Kingdom will have but little ef
fect on the price per ton for final account 
sales on the 1937 sultanas and lexias. In cur
rants, however, there is a sufficiently appreci
able proportion of the pack still to be sold to 
make any substantial fluctuation have a defin
ite effect. The indications are that prices for 
sultanas and lexias will remain reasonably firm 
and that the currant position is problematical. 

LEXIAS 
Lexia stocks in London are reported to be 

cleared and are now in the hands of buyers. 
Any that ~re still to arrive are assured of good 
prices due to the continued absence of Spanish 
supplies. A report from London, dated Oc
tober 29, gives the reason-"Ship loading at 
Spanish port-250 tons--only Valencias that 
will be available for Xmas trade. Tonnage at 
this time in normal years, 5000-population in 
producing areas dependent on fruit, due to 
shortage of food supplies." From this it is 
obvious that our new season's lexias will be in 
heavy demand. 

SULTANAS 
The sultana position for the new season 

gives every indication of :firmness. The latest 
report from the Imperial Economic Commit
tee, London, states that, due to excessive dry 
and heat conditions, the Smyrna crop will be 
down to 40,000 tons, compared with 80,000 
in 1935 and 65,000 for 1936. 

TURKO-GERMAN AGREEMENT 
The Turko-German Clearing Agreement has 

been sigued, but, due to the uncertainty of its 
conditions, and the low crop, prices have firm~ 
ed 3 0 per cent. on last year. Continental buy
ers do not appear to be interested in these 
prices, and what is of interest to us, Turkey 
does not seem to be worrying over being able 
to obtain her price. It will be of interest to 
note the re·sult of this stalemate, which should 
soon be known as Germany completes her pur
chases. United Kingdom prices for Smyrna 
fruit have fluctuated from £3 5 to £41 a ton 
on ranges similar to those of our fruit, plus 
the duty of £I 0 I I 0 I- and landing charges, but 
it is considered that this price will have to 
become easier to attract sales. Later reports 
show that prices have eaSed and are now offer
ing at £30 to £381101- per ton, c.i.f. 

AMERICAN POSITION 
The American position has not yet fully de

veloped as regards prices we can anticipate 
meeting in London. A crop of 225,000 short 
tons is reported, and the Raisin Prorate Act 
will not operate to remove any surplus as it is 
considered the crop can be sold at returns pay
able to growers. The "Sun Maid" group is 
setting the price by making a payment to 
growers of approximately £12 per ton, with 
a promise of a finalisation at £15 in the sweat 
for the equivalent of what would be our one
crown. An extract from the "Californian 
Fruit News" best explains the -position:-

"The Sun-Maid Raisin Growers-" has just an
nounced its season's cash advance to its grower
members. This is this year put _at $60 a ton 
for Thompsons and Muscats (as- the average, 
ranging from $-55 to $65 a ton, as to quality) 
and $55 a ton on sultanas. This advance 
is $5 a ton above last year and $10 a ton 
above two years- ago. In announcing this, the 
Sun-Maid informs that it considers the sweat
box value of Thompsons this year should aver-
age $75 a ton. -

The Sun-Maid also will take in under sea
sonal contract, as it did last yeat:_ and the year 

before, ralSlns of growers who are not mem
bers of the organisation, paying the same cash 
advances. This definitely pegs the bottom of 
the sweat-box field ·market for raisins at 3 
cents a pound for Thompsons, of course, and 
growers will expect more, as they should have 
later dividends from the Sun-Maid after the 
season's pools are settled. The Sun-Maid's 
cash advance offer on raisin grapes is felt by 
the wineries to have stiffened and stabilised the 
price on raisin varieties for winery use." 

The lowest price that this fruit can be sold 
at (if loss is to be avoided on export) in Lon
don, after paying all costs, including the duty, 
is about £3 6 per ton. Thompsons Seedless, at 
present, are selling in the United Kingdom at 
£231101- per ton c.i.f., equal to £36 landed. 
This would be competitive with our one crown, 
and possibly, two crown grades. 

THE CURRANT POSITION 

This is one that is the most difficult to esti
mate. London reports are to the effect that 
there is a tendency to ask for lower rates to 
clear our fruit. Despite the indication that 
Greek prices might firm, the buyers are not 
operating to any extent-a game of poker, 
with nobody ulooking"! 

However, the general position in the currant 
industry appears to have the potentialities of a 
much needed improvement. The Greek crop 
is on the low side, and their freight rates are 
reported to be 40 per cent. higher than last 
y_ear. This is probably due, in a large measure, 
to the trouble in the Mediterranean where·, it 
is stated, fruit was removed from a Russian 
ship and sent overland rather than risk the pas
sage by sea. 

Our only competitors in this fruit are there
fore faced with the urgent task of stabilising 
the markets to prevent a catastrophe in their 
industry. (It will be remembered that lives 
were lost a year or so ago during riots, result
ing from a price reduction to the peasants.) 
The programme of eliminating 40,000 acres 
of vines has been outlined previously, and fur
ther information on this is of interest. To 
quote from the report of the Imperial Econ
omic Committee:-

.. The local market is at present very quiet 
except for the continued demand for Vostizzas 
for the United Kingdom. The 1937 crop of 
currants is now estimated at 130,000 tons, and 
is expected to be of good quality. With the 
exception of the rate to New York, which 
has not changed, freight charges are now about 
40 per cen:t. ~gher than the average for last 
season. 

From 1st September, 1937, new regulations 
will come into force relating to the growing, 
packing and marketing of currants. Local 
committees will be set up to replace the exist
ing "Control Committes," in order to ensure 
the carrying out of the regulations. Currants 
which have been gathered while yet unripe or 
which have been insUfficiently dried ar:e to be 
classed as ••unmarketable" and are to be offici
ally confiscated. Compensation will be paid 
at the highest rate ruling for currants used for 
industrial purposes. The rules relating to fac
tories and warehouses and to the quality of 
currants suitable for export have also been 
niade stricter. 

From the commencement of the next season, 
the cultivation of currant vines which were 
planted after 12th August, 1925, is prohibited 
except where the privilege has been paid for or 
permission granted. Currant-vines which 
were planted during this period without per-

9 

mission, are to be uprooted by the end of No
vember, 1937. Where the uprooting is carried 
out voluntarily by the owner, the Central Cur
rant Organisation will make payment towards 
the cost of the uprooting. Henceforth, cur
rant vines may be planted only with the per
mission of the inspector and on payment of 
$25.00 to ·the Central Cui:rant Organisation." 
tion." 

THE PRUNE POSITION 
The position with regard to prunes is an ex~ 

traord.inary one. The crop in all producing 
countries, except U.S.A., is probably the light
est ever known. The .. Californian Fruit 
News" of October 16 gives the production, in 

_all countries other than America, as 17,500 
tons, and the American crop as 240,000 tons. 
In an attempt to stabilise the position-, the 
United States Government has agreed to ad
vance £9 per ton on 50,000 tons to be taken 
into a pool and held until some decision as to 
destination can be decided. Yet we find the 
packers and dealers competing with themselves 
only because they have no other competitors 
quoting 40-50's at 2d. per lb. and 100-120's 
at one penny, f.o.b., packed in 25-lb. boxes. 
This would mean an average of one penny and 
a half per lb. packed, which would return the 
grower to not more than £9 in the sweat-a 
ruinous priCe. 

An important European distributor, com
menting on this extraordinary situation, re
marked: 

"It wants some understanding why the price 
of California prunes has been continually fall
ing, be·cause California has nobody to compete 
with. No oth& country has sufficient sup
plies to take the trade away. In other words, 
if packers and shippers understood their busi
ness, it would be possible instead of lowering 
prices, to safely raise them, which would, more
over, be in the best interest of everyone from 
the frower to the shopkeeper. 

"With this knowledge, it is difficult to be
lieve that present unremunerative prices, about 
which the producer is justifiably furious, can 
endure for any lengthy period.,. 

-J.H.G. 

OVERSEAS SALES 
The Commonwealth Export Control Board 

report the following position to November 
27:-

CURRANTS 
Sold 7399 tons 
Unsold 2625 tons 

Average Price, £31/7/2 per ton. 

Average Price Last Year, £301816. 

SULTANAS 
Sold 17,3 80 tons 

Unsold 2,302 tons 

Average Price, £4411613 per ton 
Average Price Last Year, £4211519. 

Sold 

Unsold 

LEX! AS 
1517 tons 

8 tons 

Average Price, £4511618 per ton. 
Average Price Last Year, £43/12/10. 

Christmas And New Year 
Greeting ·Telegrams 

Special ornamental telegram forms and en
velopes are provided for the delivery of Christ
mas and New Year greetings between Decem~ 
ber 13, 1937, and January 8, 1938. To en
sure the issue of a telegram on this attractive 
stationery the word uGreeting" should be in
serted just prior to the address when preparing 
a telegram for lodgment in the ordinary man~ 
ner. The facility, for which there is no extra 
charge, is available to telephone subscribers by 
calling .. Telegrams." 
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Australian Dried Fruits 
Annual Report Of The Board 

Of Management 

Problems Ahead: Growers Must 
Help To Solve 

Features of the report must give all in the industry cause for serious thought. 
The problems ahead, the solving of which every grower must take part in lend
ing all the help possible to the organisation. 
A study of the report will show the way to the successful holding of the position 
of security that it threatened. The period under review is up to September 
30th, 1937. 

The year 1937 marks the Golden Jubilee of 
the dried fruits industry in Australia-as, prior 
to the establishment of Mildura and Renmark, 
50 years ago, there were negligible quantities 
of dried fJ;"uits produced in such districts as 
McLaren Vale, Angaston and Clare. Mildura 
and Renmark were founded by Messrs. George 
and W. B. Chaffey and the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association owes much of its success to 
the late Mr. W. B. Chaffey, C.M.G., who for 
many years was its president. 

The :first dried fruit was produced in the 
irrigation areas in 1&91 and the tonnage has 
grown from a few hundred tons a year to the 
present production of 80,000 tons. Our pro
ducts are being sold in many countries of the 
world. We have ·still in our Federal Council, 
Mr. A. L. Johnstone, Mr. E. J. Roberts and 
Mr. C. Hall, who have been associated with 
the industry since its inception and we con
gratulate them, and also· the many pioneer re
sidents of Mildura and Renmark, on the suc
cess that attended their pioneering work. 

THE REFERENDUM 
The Federal Government submitted the 

question of marJreting legislation to a refer
endum of the people of Australia in March 
last. This referendum was the subject of 
rather bitter controversy and like all referen
dums, the introduction of extraneous matters 
clouded the issue. The oppOnents to market
ing schemes were successful in alarming the 
people at the proposed alteration of the con
stitution and the issue was decided quite apart 
from the needs of primary producers. The 
Association supported the Government in its 
campaign to obtain a "Yes" vote, with speak
ers who addressed meetings in five States and 
funds to the extent of £3719 were subscribed 
to the central organisation. Local branches 
also took an active part in the fight and spent 
a consider_able amount of their own funds. 

LEGISLATIVE CONTROL· 
In our last annual report, the situation 

created by the Privy Council decision in the 
James case was commented upon and it is 
gratifying to report that the appeal made to 
growers to support only those dealers who 
would enter into a voluntary agreement, has 
been well responded to. This support and the 
increased tonnages marketed by Association 
agents, has enabled the Board to maintain 
prices in the Commonwealth. It is a matter 
for regret, however, that it was not found 
possible to induce all dealers to become signa
tories to the 'Voluntary Agree"ruent, as the re
fusal of certain operators to subscribe to the 
agreement left a weakness that might have 
proved fatal, had growers supported them with 
a large tonnage. · 

The security afforded to traders by the· op
eration of the agreement, has enabled dealers 
who have disregarded quotas, to make large 

profits on the Australian market. On the 
other hand, growers who supplied these deal
ers with fruit, have gained little advantage, as 
the prices paid for the fruit were based largely 
on the export levels. Certain advertisements 
which appe_ared in the Press circulating in pro
ducing areas and statements made by outside 
dealers, may have led growers to believe that 
this fruit was purchased for export, but the 
great bulk of the fruit was sold in the Com
monwealth, at prices which warranted a con
siderably greater return to the grower, and 
left a Jarge margin of profit to the dealers. 

The 1937 agreement is being operated under 
the direction . of a committee consisting of 
nominees froffi the State Boards, this Associ
ation and representatives of independent 
traders. 

Breaches of the Victorian Dried Fruits Act 
led to the prosecution of four Victorian 

·grOwers at Mildura by the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board and resulted in convictions and 
fines. The growers appealed and took the 
matter to the High Court of Australia, where 
the convictions were upheld. The result of 
the appeal is ~atisfactory, as it suggests that 
whilst the Privy Council's decision in the 
James case last year showed the Common
wealth Government had restricted powers, it 
now appears as if the States have much greater 
power than it was at one time thought they 
had. If future developments prove this to be 
the case, then it would seem that a sound basis 
for organised marketing may be found. 

FUTURE LEGISLATIVE CONTROL 
A great deal will depend upon the success 

or otherwise of the 1937 Voluntary Agree
ment, and your Board is watching this matter 
very closely. The question of some alterna
tive legislation was considered at the Agricul
tural Council Conference held in Brisbane in 
August and the following resolution was 
adopted:-

uThe Australian Agricultural Council re
affinns the principle of Organised marketing 
of primary products and appoints a sub
committee representing the States to clarify 
the legal position and the powers of the 
States in relation to marketing in the light 
of recent deciSions of the court, and to re
port on the posSibilities disclosed, and that 
a special meeting of the Australian Agri
cultural Council be called as soon as pos
sible, to consider the general principle in
volved and the legal position disclosed by 
the sub-committee." 

A sub-committee has been appointed and is 
obtaining legal opinions on the questions of 
legislative measures for marketing plans. 

CURRANTS 
The outlook for this fruit calls for some 

comment by your Board. The low price of 
Greek currants for the past three years has 

Association 
been the determining factor for overseas values. 
Average types of Greek growths have been 
selling at around 28/ per cwt. landed terms, 
and if Greek are selling at that price it is the 
best we can expect to get for our fruit. This 
price returns around £18 per ton in the sweat 
box, wh;ich is very low, and brings a property 
producing 30· cwt. per acre into the marginal 
category. 

The policy of the Greek Government of 
paying an export bounty equal to approxi
mately £6 per ton for fruit exported to cer
tain markets, has acted detrimentally to the 
sale of our fruit in New Zealand, South Africa 
and the East. Greece overcomes the effect of 
the -low prices in sterling, by the heavily de
preciated Greek currency, the drachma, which 
before the war -stood at 25 to the £ sterling, 
being now depreciated to 53 0 to the £. 

Our principal market for currants is Great 
Britain, where we have a preference of £2 per 
ton. This market will pay premiums for a 
limited quantity of high-grade fruit, but un
fortunately, with the exception of Western 
Australian fruit, our currants this year were 
depreciated by unseasonable rains in January. 
The result has been that our fruit has had to 
compe·te on the low levels set by the Mediter
rane~n fruit, and whilst the average price has 
been £32 per ton, the price for river currants 
is not more than £29 per ton. While such low 
prices are ruling, it is more than ever import
ant for growers to support the marketing ar
rangements in the Commonwealth, which help 
to augment the low export returns. 

The problem of currants is particularly 
difficult, because there are some 2000 tons out
side the Association in South Australia and 
Victoria, and it is only by the continued ad
herence of all parties to export quotas, that 
organised marketing can be maintained. 

SULTANAS 

Seasonal conditions. for the 1937 crop wete 
extraordinarily erratic. A late frost did cono. 
siderable damage to the crops in South Aus- · 
i:ralia, particularly in the Berri and Barmera 
areas. The losses from frost in Victoria were 
not so heavy, although individuals suffered 
and a severe hailstorm badly damaged crops in 
Red Cliffs and lrymple. 

Loss by frost damage was considerably 
minimised by the rapid extension of the prac
tice of orchard heating. As nearly as can be 
ascertained, approximately 800 acres were pro
tected throughout the industry and despite 
very severe frosts, excellent saves were made. 
It is indeed gratifying to your Board to know 
that the knowledge gained through the several 
Interstate Frost Conferences, arranged by the 
Association has been so effectivelY put to use 
by growers. 

Later in the season, rains during February 
and March affected the quality of the crops in 
the Mildura and Red Cliffs district. The rain 
damage was not so severe in South Australia. 
N yah and W oorinen districts in Victoria were 
unaffected and the quality of the fruit from 
these parts was excellent. 

The export markets have been very buoy~ 
ant, owing to short crops in Smyrna and Cali
fornia. The United Kingdom market has this 
season returned prices considerably in advance 
of the previous year, and . the fruit has been. 
rapidly passing into consumption. 

LEXIAS 

A good crop of gordos was harvested, but the 
total tonnage dried was not so high as in 1936, 
a considerable portion being disposed of to win
eries. The demand for seeded raisins is good 
and shows signs of considerable increase in ex
port markets. 
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SALE OF THE 1937 CROP 
Commonwealth sales of sultanas are in ad

vance of last season, the deliveries to the end 
of· September being 6224 tons, against 5600 
tons last year. Currant deliveries for the same 
period are 2410 tons, against 2024 tons last 
year. This is an improvement which it is pleas
ing to see. Lexia deliveries to date also show 
an improvement, being 1521 tons against 1127 
tons at SeptembeT 30, 1936. These earlier sales 
may result in smaller deliveries being made in 
the latter part of the year, but it is anticipated 
that final deliveries of all fruit will exceed last 
year's Commonwealth consumption. 

Sales of apricots, peaches, nectarines, pears 
and prunes are set out in the· Tree Fruit Com
mittee's report and show a satisfactory position. 
It is also _pleasing to record that although the 
industry was thrown back on to voluntary or
ganisation, there has been no dislocation in price 
levels and buyers have been able to buy with 
confidence that prices would be maintained. 
Sales in all export markets have been particu
larly brisk and we offer the Commonwe·alth 
Dried Fruits Control Board our congratulations 
on the early sales effected and the fact that the 
bulk of the crop is sold. 

ORGANISER 
In June your Board was faced with the prob

lem of how to profitably employ our organiser, 
Mr. J. F. Stewart, as a clause in the Voluntary 
Agreement somewhat restricted his field of op
erations. It was resolved that organising acti
vities should be suspended for three months and 
the organiser paid a retaining salary. Mr. Stew
art agreed to the Board's proposals, but later 
secured a position in Melbourne and resigned his 
position with us. 

INCREASING COSTS 
One matter calling for attention is the gen

eral rise in costs of production. There has been 
a general increase in commodity prices all over 
the world, and this is reflected in increased prices 
for quite a number of requisites for our in
dustry. The prices of box timber and all pack
ing materials have risen very considerably and 

labor costs have increased. This drift towards 
increased costs in face of the difficulty of main
taining returns to growers, is a matter for grave 
concern. 

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
The book authorised at the last Federal Coun

cil has been written by Mrs. Ernestine Hill and 
published by Messrs. Robertson and Mullens 
Ltd. It is a very fine work, historical, very 
human and conveying a vivid picture of the 
first 50 years of our industry. It has been 
widely distributed and should be read with in
terest by all growers. The authoress, Mts. Ern
estine Hill, we thank and congratulate on the 
excellence of her work. The publishers and 
printers made a splendid job of the publication 
and our thanks are also due to Mr. P. Malloch 
and the chairman (Mr. H. D. Howie), who 
acted as the publishing committee. This pro
ject launched by Mr. Malloch, has been well 
carried out and to him our special thanks are 
due. 

"A.D.F.A. NEWS" 
During the Referendum Campaign, the 

"News" was issued monthly, but has reverted 
to the bi-monthly issue since April, and your 
Board feel that issued bi-monthly, it keeps 
growers adequately advised on matters of in
terest regarding the industry. Special editions 
will be issued as necessity requires. 

RESEARCH 
During the past year the industry has con

tinued to benefit from the work carried out at 
the Research Station by Mr. Lyon, Mr. Orton 
and other officers. We are pleased to record the 
erection of a new laboratory at the station. This 
will give the research officers better facilities for 
pursuing their investigations. 

It is pleasing to record that the AsJvisory 
Committee at Merbein has been enlarged to in
clude two grower representatives each from 
South Australian and New South Wales dis
tricts, thus bringing these areas into direct 
touch with all the activities carried on by the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
at Merbeln. 

"WARATAH" Brand for 
The Man on the Land 

"WARATAH" PRODUCTS ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
FROM THE IRON ORE TO THE FENCE 

Keep Australian Workmen Employed. An 
assured Home Consumption is your best mar· 
ket. 

Australians consume 60% of the total pri· 
mary production of the Commonwealth. 
A week's work for four Australian Work
men is created every time a mile of Australian 
Netting is sold. -

THEREFORE 

Specify 'Waratah' Brand 
WIRE NETTING 

TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
HINGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

ETC., ETC. 
AND SEE YOU GET IT 

Sold by All Leading Storekeepers 
MADE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 

B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS BROS. (Aust.) PTY. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 422 Lit. Collins St., Melbourne 

Rylands Stand Behind Their Products 

11 

""""""""""""'"'"'"'"""'"'"''""'"'""'""'"""'"""'"""""'"~ 
""~E'"'t~- E 

With apologies to "E.J.," Mr. E. J. Rob
erts, the Father of the House at the 
Federal Council. By his beard shall ye 
know him-for the- features, tanned by 
eighty "dry" summers and moulded by a 
long and varied experience of the ups 
and downs fo the industry, make hard 

travelling for the caricaturist. 
··''''''''''"'"""'''""'""'"""""'''""'"""'""'""""'"'"""".""""'" 

The committee appointed in the Nyah
W oorinen district, working in conjunction 
with the Merbein Research Station, has been 
very active, and have is~ed valuable infor
mation to growers in the district. The Red 
Cliffs branch have made available £100 per 
annum for ·experimental work at Red Cliffs, 
under the direction of Mr. Lyon. 

PU1lLICITY 
As in the past, we have continued to finance 

the cos;: of maintaining three publicity officers 
with vans in the various States. The question 
of continuance of this phase of our activities 
is listed for discussion at this conference. 

CANADIAN TRADE 
Your Board has great pleasure in noting 

that the Canadian Reciprocity Treaty has been 
renewed indefinitely, and that the full pre
ference has been retained for Australian dried 
fruits. Appreciation of the importance of 
this Tteaty to our industry has been conveyed 
to the Federal Government. The Common
wealth Dried Fruits Control Board's 13th an
nual report, clearly sets out the value of the 
trade treaties with Canada and New Zealand, 
and we wish to congratulate this Board upon 
the remarkable success that has attended their 
efforts to develop these markets. 

REPORT ON DISCUSSION 
In the discussion on the Report, Mr. Howie, 

in reply regarding the reason for the organiser 
(Mr. Stewart) having been put on a retainer, 
stated that the matter was fully dealt with in 
a report on organisation work, and suggested 

that the question be discussed when that report 
was before the conference. Replying to a 
question as to whether the Board had a':l-Y de
finite figures regarding the amount of export 
done by certain non-Association dealers, Mr. 
Howie said that there was good reason to be
lieve that very little fruit had been exported 
by these interests for this season. He agreed 
that, in view of the statement by these dealers, 
that they would live up to quotas, it was of 
value to obtain the exact details, as a delegate 
had pointed out, by deducting the export of 
all A.D.F.A. agents from the total quantity 
exported from Australia. 

Delegates referred to reports published in the 
Press, following the recent visit of the Can
adian Trade Commissioner to Mildura, and Mr. 
Howie stated that the addendum to the 
Board's report, dealing with Canadian trade, 
was being submitted to the Press, and that ar
rangements had been made to fully acquaint 
the Canadian Trade Commissioner with the 
true position in respect to quality and grade 
of Australian dried fruits. 

The Report of the Board of Management 
was adopted. 
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Work Of The Export Control Board 
.........,____-

ADDRESS TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
An interesting address by Mr. A. F. Bell C.M.G., the Acting-Chairman of the 
Commonwealth Dtied Fruits Control Board, was highly appreciated by growers' 
representatives at the Federal Council. Mr. Bell, in his opening remarks, said 
that he was pleased to attend what was obviously a successful conference, as 
the deputy of the Chairman (Mr. W. C. F. Thomas), who was due to arrive 
in Australia within the next few days. He felt that Mr. Thomas would be happy 
to know that he had addressed the Conference on the work of the Board. 

«During the year," continued Mr. Bell, ccyou 
celebrated fi,ttingly;, the work of the men who 
founded the industry 50 years ago. The As
sociation published a book on the occasion, 
which. is ·a credit to the Association, a credit 
to the industry, and a credit to the writer. 
When it was before the Board for our opinion 
and the :financial aspect was discussed, we saw 
instantly that this was the story we should 
send overseas, to tell the people of Canada, 
New Zealand, and Great Britain something of 
what had been done in the industry, and pay 
a tribute to those who had done it and who 
are no longer with us. It was a happy in
spiration that the title of the book should be 
•water Into Gold'." 

[Mr. Bell read a letter from the Australian 
High Commissioner (Mr. S. M. Bruce) ex
pressing appreciation of the Board's kind 
thought in sending him a first copy of ttWater 
Into Gold," and recalling that as soon as he 
became Prime Minister in 1923, he had been 
confronted with the problem of the settle
ments on the River Mu_rray and had later acted 
on the report of Sir Robert Gibson, in intro
ducing the 1924 legislation, concluding with 
congratulations on the great wOrk that had 
been done]. 

VALUABLE EXPANSION IN THE 

DOMINION MARKETS 

.. I am sufficiently optimistic to believe that 
the industry has made progress and is making 
progress. Sometimes I wonder whether the 
undue publicity the industry is receiving is 
wise. Some years ago I said to my elected col
leagues, that they might have to deal with a 
crop of 80,000 tons. My remark was received 
with a moment's silence. Today, you have an 
acreage which given uniformity of conditions 
of production, will yield a crop of 80,000 
tons. In the last issue of the "Dried Fruits 
News" you will see that Australia can take 
15,000 tons and, therefore, you may have 
65,000 tons to sell overseas. Based on the 
pioneering work done by Mr. Haynes in 
Canada, we are going to send this year 17,500 
long tons of Australian fruit. In view of the 
fact that the total consumption there rarely 
exceeds 20,000 long tons, and is sometimes 
less, and every currant that went into Canada 
last year was Australian, you can see that 
something has been done. We are not living 
from year to year in Canada, but have some 
prospect of permanence, which we must strive 
for ever to hold. In New Zealand 4200 tons 
has been supplied to a market which has a 
consumption of from 4 50 0 tons to 4 7 50 tons. 
This is constructive work. That 21,000 or 
22,000 tons taken off the British market, is 
the principal reason why you have been able 
to dispose of your fruit in England on some
what satisfact~ry lines, despite the disaster that 
occurred on MarCh 6 in various directions. 

Do not plant any more! Do not listen 
to the schemes which are based <m the fact 
that becaruse we can satisfactorily absorb 
70,000 to 75,000 tons, and may have to deal 
with 80,000, there is encouragement to go 
on planting and so be faced with tha prob
lem of over-production." 

CO-OPERATION ESSENTIAL 
"May I ask for the continued help of the in

dustry in one important matter? Each mar
ket has a different problem, and one of the 
most difficult tasks is the work of the ap
praiser in Great Britain. We all know Walter 
Caro and his wholehearted enthusiasm. He 
is there in the position of umpire and has to 
appraise the fruit. If the trade is disturbed 
with private advices from Australia dealing 
with the condition of the fruit, with the ton
nage of the fruit, dealing with what we in 
Australia think the prices should be-, then, 
gentlemen, you are giving to the appraiser and 
the London agency, an added burden which, 
in my opinion, they should not be called upon 
to bear. I all) aware that I am on very deli
cate ground here. I want to make it clear 
that I am not directing my remarks personally 
at all. There are many letters I have written 
in the cOurse of a long business career that I 
would give anything to get back. I would 
suggest that when you are writing to Great 
Britain, you try to help the man who is ap
praising the fruit and not try to make his task 
more difficult." 

VOLUNTARY ORGANISATION 
''The A.D.F.A. is a voluntary organisation. 

There is a marked difference between a statu
tory body and a voluntary organisation. The 
Commonwealth Board represents 100 per cent. 
of the production. I must emphasise that the 
obligation to administer statutory powers 
pre-supposes absolute equity, absolute fairness. 
We would not have done one-tenth of what 
we have without the knowledge that we were 
a statutory body. There had been people who 
had said that your fruit should go to a par
ticular destination. The Board,s attitude is 
that Australian dried fruit shall go where the 
Board says i,_t shall go. We cannot be bullied 
by any trade association. There is no chal
lenge in this statement-it is a statement of 
fact. 

BOARD HAS NO POLITICS 
.. It has been set up by statute to administer 

an Act passed hy the Legislature of the day, 
and its members have never given any atten
tion to tfle Government's political complexion. 
It would be wrong if I do not say that we 
have had help from both sides of the political 
world. We have never as a Board gone to the 
Government and asked for help that we did 
not receive. 

We have had remarkable good luck in hav
ing in Great Britain three or four men who 
are doing a splendid job. One is Frank Mc
Dougall, who is now engaged also on a Better 
Nutrition Campaign. I cannot tell you all 
that that man has done for the industry. You 
have Jack Scouler, larger in size and larger in 
experience. When it was suggested that it 
was necessary to have someone over there, I 
said across the table to Scouler, .. W auld you 
go?n If I could be as certain during the next 
few days (at the "Cup") as to what was the 
winner, as I was of Scouler, no bookmaker 
would allow me to bet. We have Walter Caro 
continuing to do a great job.'' 

NEW ZEALAND AND CANADA 
'"In New Zealand, we were fortunate in es

tablishing the friendliest of relations with a 

great citizen of that Dominion-Stronach 
Paterson, who works night and day for the 
industry, and who has given you an increas
ing percentage of the dried fruits trade in the 
Dominion. When people whose toes had been 
trodden on, as the result of the arrangement 
made in New Zealand, complained to the 
Minister, we said that when it was made we had 
1700 to 2000 tons of the 4500 to 4750 tons 
of dried fruits going to New Zealand, and that 
quantity had by then increased to 3900 tons, 
and we would probably get more. The Min
ister listened and said in effect: «The Board 
enjoys the confidence a£ the Government, 
which 4eclines to interfere with its decision." 

The industry had the personal sympathy of 
men like Mr. King and Mr. Bennett in Canada, 
and now that the MacKenzie King Govern
ment is proposing an extension of the duties 
on dried fruits, we can go on for some time. 
It was a good thing to have the sympathy of 
these men, and· to know that- Mr. McGregor 
(who succeded Mr. Haynes) in Canada, just 
as Mr. McDougall and Mr. Bruce-one of the 
greatest men in the world today-are doing 
such good work in England. We cannot give 
special interviews to the Press on all our work, 
or give the whole of the story, but when we 
meet on an occasion like this, we can tell you 
something of our stewardship, and go on with 
our work without any fuss." (Applause.) 

VOTE OF THANKS 

Mr. G. Wake, in proposing a vote of thanks 
to Mr. Bell, said that conference delegates all 
wished the Chairman of the Export Board a 
speedy return to good health. They all now 
appreciated the Board's avoidance of publicity, 
and afte-r hearing Mr. Bell talk to them as 
man to man, he felt that they would not be 
asking the same questions as in the past. When 
Mr. Bell was taken round the Mil dura district 
he had taken a keen interest in everything 
that was going on, with particular regard to 
the cleanliness and quality of the fruit. The 
record sales reported by the Board spoke for 
themselves . 

Mr. Sims, seconding the vote, said that they 
appreciated the work that was being done by 
the Board and understood that it was not 
seeking Press publicity, recognising that most 
good sound business was conducted under 
those conditions. They felt that as the result 
of the Board's work, English buyers were pay
ing much more attention to Australian fruit. 
The sales in Canada and New Zealand, and the 
demand in London, had placed their agents in 
the position of obtaining good results, and 
growers were being helped to finance them
selves and not have to lean on the packing 
houses for accommodation. Conference was 
to consider the necessity of guarding against 
increased plantings. The position was a diffi
cult one from the point of view of- the State 
Government, which wanted to get some re
turn 'for the expenditure on locking the River 
Murray, and knew of the supposed prosperity 
of the irrigation settlements. It would be 
better for the- Governments, if the livings of 
those now in the industry were ensured against 
over-production, and the chaos that would fol
low in the industry. In the .. Dried Fruits 
News" article, there was a reference to the 
Board having spent in one year more than it 
had earned. Should it be necessary to increase 
the Board's levy, he could assure the Board 
that the increase would not be begrudged. As 
a representative of the younger generation of 
repatri~ted men, he could express appreciation 
of the work the. Board had done, and they ali 
hoped that the nominated members would 
continue to be with them for many years to 
come. 

Mr. BelJ, in acknowledging the vote of 
thanks, thanked Mr. Wake and Mr. Sims on 
behalf of his Chairman and his colleagues. 



THE AUSTRAUAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, NOVEMBER 30, 1937 13 

TREE FRUITS 
At the Federal Council meeting a commit

tee, representative .2£ the Tree Fruits interests, 
was appointed to inquire into several phases 
under this heading. The following report was 
submitted by the convener, Mr. H. R. Jones, 
and adopted: 

SEASONAL NOTES 
By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

PRUNES 
The position was discussed with Mr. Allen, 

and in view of the varying practices in the 
different States, the committee is of the opin
ion that the following recommendations should 
be brought before the Consultative Committee. 

I. That the provision for "small" prunes 
(that is, smaller than 120 to the lb. when pro
cessed) be eliminated from the regulations. 

2. That the South Australian Dried Fruits 
Board be asked to amend their regulations, to 
provide that prunes can only be processed and 
packed in registered packing houses. 

3. That the Victorian and South Australian 
Dried Fruit Boards be asked to arrange for the 
Department of Commerce to supervise the 
packing and grading of prunes, so as to pro
vide for uniformity in all States. 

4. That no release notes be issued for un
processed fruit. 

TREE FRIDTS OTHER THAN PRUNES 
The committee considers that a continua

tion of the system of classification of apricots, 
peaches, pears and nectarines into three divi
sions, i.e., Fancy, Choice and Standard, is in 
the best interests of all concerned. 

Messrs. Allen and Colby, of the Depart
ment of Commerce, were interviewed on the 
subject of the complaints made on severe 
grading of tree fruits. The committee pointed 
out that the cost of hand-picking was so high 
that it should be reduced as far as possible and 
the co-operation of the department was sought. 
It was suggested that in recent seasons, some 
inspectors had been too severe. 

(a) Insistence on the shape of fruit packed 
under the crown grades. 

(b) Correction by hand-picking of slight 
color variations and other minor defects, which 
did not affect value from a commercial. point 
of view. 

Mr. Alle11 gave an assurance that the policy 
Qf the department was one of reasonable in
terpretation of the regulations and re·com
mended that whenever a packer considered an 
inspector was adopting a policy too severe, the 
matter should be brought under the notice of 
the Chief Supervisor, who would give the 
matter personal attention. 

FIXATION OF GRADE SAMPLES 
The committee advised Mr. Allen of the 

nomination of representatives of the Associ
ation in connection with the fixation of grade 

The season so far has been very satis
factory. There is a good crop showing, 
the setting has on the whole been satisfac
tory, and we have had sufficient fine hot 
weather ft>r proper development of the 
shoots and the leaves. All that remains 
11ow is to guard against diseases, and to 
hope for satisfy.ctory weather. 

THE SPRAY PROGRAM 
Black Spot was showing dangerously after 

the October rains, but fortunately fine wea
ther followed, and commercial loss is hardly 
noticeable. All that is required now for this 
disease is the bUnch protection spray, after 
setting, and after the shoots are wrapped up. 

standards for the 1938 season. Mr. Allen 
stated that he welcomed the appointments, 
and in view of the gre·at difficulty that had 
been experienced in the past, in securing re~ 
Presentative parcels of fruit for the purpose 
of grade fixing, he would suggest that the con
veners of the· various committees be charged 
with the duty of arranging for the supplies 
necessary. Mr. Allen also suggested that the 
conveners should confer with the department 
in respect to fixing the date for the sample 
fixing. 

DISCUSSION ON REPORT 
Mr. Jones said that the Committee was de

finitely at a disadvantage when complaints 
were mentioned to Mr. Allen, in not being 
able to cite cases. Packers having cause to 
complain of the interpretation of grading 
regulations by inspectors should bring them 
under the notice of the Chief Supervisor at 
the time the t_rouble occurred, when Mr. Allen 
promised that the complaints would be im
mediately investigated. 

Replying to Mr. Hudson, who asked what 
was the reason for the recommendation relating 
to the packi11::g of Prunes in South Australia, 
Mr. Jones said that the Committe had been 
surprised to learn in the course of discussion 
that different praceices obtained in the differ
ent States. In South Australia, release notes 
were issued for unprocessed fruit, which could 
then be packed anywhere. Inasmuch as the 
regulations for dried fruits required that the 
fruit be packed in a registered packing house, 
the same requirement should apply to prunes. 

The following were appointed a deputation 
to wait on the Consultative Committee of the 
State Boards, in connection with the Commit
tee's recommendations: Messrs. Jones (con
vener) , Jamieson, Haynes, and Steele. 

The Mildura Co .. operative 
Co. Ltd. 

Fruit 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £100,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Packed under the well known "PADLOCK" Brand 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymp]e, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 

There is still sufficient infection about to 
cause bunch damage if further rains occur; 
and for this reason, the .. bunch protection" 
spray is highly important this season. Most 
growers are now engaged on this work. Econ
Omy in effort results from the use of a com
bined spray at this stage. The bunch protec
tion spray may well consist of:-

1. Bordeaux for Black Spot, and possibly 
Downy Mildew. 

2. Colloidal sulphur for Oidium. 
3. Arsenate of Lead for the larvae of the 

light brown apple moth. Further sprays will 
depend on the weather. 

THE APPLE MOTH 
The staff of the Department of Agriculture, 

Victoria, are making special observations on 
the seasonal occurrence of this pest, and the 
work has progressed to the extent that inter
esting and useful information will be avail
able at the end of the season. 

In the meantime, it is pointed out that the 
pest has been noted to a greater extent than 
Usu:~), and calls for special pre·cautions. It is 
unfortunate that the larvae need close inspec
tion before they can be found; and so fre
quently escape notice during the growing sea
son. Their effect on the bunches, however, iS 
readily seen at harvest. The cob-webbyu 
masses, associated with broken berries, mould 
and general deterioration of the bunch, are 
usually due to damage by this insect. The ar
senate of lead in the spray, especially di:J;ected 
on the bunches after wrapping up, does much 
to prevent this. 

OIDIUM 
Bordeaux sraying, coupled with the inclu

sion of "Colloidal" sulphur in the spray, has 
checked this disease up to date. If this treat
ment is followed by the regular dry sulphur~ 
ing, adequate control should result. At least 
three sulphurings, commencing in November, 

· and continuing at intervals of three weeks, are 
required in most seasons. 

IRRIGATION 
We rare1y have irrigation upsets or soil

water shortages these days, as the requirements 
are well-considered by the irrigation authoi
ties, and the various advisory boards. The 
principle of having a maximum of six weeks 
between mid-season irrigations has worked 
well for some years. This year special precau
tions against drying out may be necessary on 
account of the heavy follage and the heavy 
crop showing. 

THE EFFECTS OF THE DRAINS 
The internal drainage has advanced rapidly 

in recent years, and good results are already 
apparent. The only regrettable feature is the 
tendency of some growers to apply excess irri
gation water, knowing that the drains will 
take it away. This matter must be taken up 
seriously, as it is uneconomical, leache·s nitro
gen, and serves no useful purpose, except for 
special leaching of salts on bad patches. 

WRAPPING ON AND TOPPING 
The trailing canes particularly on vigorous 

sUltanas vines, interfere with tillage, and must 
be removed in some way. The usual method 
is to get them out of the way by wrapping 
round the top wire, or by tipping. In the 
case of these long canes, they are usually so 
long, and there are so few of them to the 
vine, that topping does not .materially affect 
the yield. Wrapping up wandering shoots 
is preferable to topping in general, as topping 
ultimately affects yields adversely; and by en
couraging the growth of laterals, .. drapesu 
the" vines so that the grapes are enclosed, and 
are more liable to mould and wastage. In this 
connection, T piece trellising, as described in 
a former issue of the .. News," is useful in 
preserving healthy bunches. 
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F. A. JAMES. FINED £80 
Dried Fruits Prosecutions 

CASE MAY GO TO PRIVY COUNCIL 
Present in the crowded courtroom were the 

chairman and secretary of the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board, Messrs. Parker Moloney and W. 
Cremor respectively, Inspector Walsh (the in
formant), Detective G. Wright, and Plain
clothes Constable R. Findlay. 

Mr. D. I. Menzies, instructed by Mr. C. 
Knell, of the Crown Solicitor's Office, prose
cuted. 

Immediately the case was .called Mr. Warner 
rose and stated that he was appearing for James 
under protest, because, he contended, the 
COurt had not jurisdiction. However, he pro
posed to leave his arguments on this matter 
until the facts of the case had heen laid before 
the Bench. 

OBJECTIONS STATED 
Continuing, Mr. Warner said his first ob

jection was that there had been no service in 
Victoria of the summons, and that the service 
outside Victoria was a nullity because the sub
ject matter of the information was not a .. mat
ter'' within Section 75 of the Commonwealth 
of Australia Constitutional Act. Assuming 
it was a .. matter,', it was not a matter between 
residents of the different States under the 
meaning of Section 7 5 of the Act. 

Mr. Menzies submitted that Mr. Warner's 
contentions dealt with the jurisdiction of the 
High Court, and did not deal with the lower 
court. He was of the opinion that the Court 
had ample jurisdiction. 

Mr. Kent: I think we will have the facts 
before us first. 

VALIDITY OF REGULATION 
Mr. Menzies said that on March 25 James 

had bought from Frank Hartley, of Mildura, 
10 tons of currants not packed in a registered 
packing house, contrary to Regulation 22. 
Ther had been a High Court case concerning 
this regulation-Walsh v. Hartley-and with
out going into the matter he was correct in 
stating that the validity of the Regulation had 
been established. It was a regulation that ap
plied to transactions, even though there might 
be some interstate element in them. This 
case was the concourse of one decided in the 
High Court. It was a direct sale from Hart
ley to James, and was therefore a direct pur
chase by James ftom Hartley. 

Called to the witness-box, Hartley said 
that on March 25 of this year he had signed 
a contract note with James. 

Mr. Menzies then produced a contract note 
wherein Hartley agreed to supply James with 
10 tons of currants, and Hartley admitted 
that it was the agreement he had signed. 

ANTICIPATED TROUBLE 
Continuing, Hartley said that he had antici

pated tr:ouble regarding a truck, so James had 
agreed to send his own truck to his (Hartley's) 
block to take delivery of the fruit. This was 
done, and the fruit, which had not been pack
ed in a registered packing house, was loaded 
on to the truck. The contract provided that 
he was to be paid net cash in 3 0 days and this 
had been done. 

Mr. Warner, in addressing the Bench, said 
that the Court had jurisdiction to hear and 
determine the case only if the process had bt:en 
properly served. If the defendant had been 
outside Victoria at the time of the serving of 
the process the Court must, at the time of 
the service, be exercising Fede'ral jurisdiction, 
otherwise the scrvlce was an ~nnullity. 

Walsh, he co~1.t•.nued, was r.<.t interested m 
the result of the case whateva. He was in 
the Court for the purpose of publicly prose
cuting James. He was merely an inspector of 
the Dried FrUits Act, and it was not a matter 
between htm and ]ames. 

Neither could it be said, 'Mr. Wai-rter sub
mitted, that it was a matter between VictOria 
and James, and it could not be a matter be
tween the Victorian Dried Fruits Board and 
James as the Board was an incorporated body 
and not a resident of Victoria. The real posi
tion was that Walsh, in his public capacity of 
inspector, was prosecuting James, and as he 
was a paid servant the Court had no jurisdic
tion to hear him unless the Court held that 
he was a resident of Victoria asserting his 
rights against James, a resident of South Aus
tralia. 

NOVEL BUT BAD POINT 
Mr. Me·nzies pointed out that Mr. Warner 

had raised what he considered to be a novel, 
yet bad polpt. In this particular case there 
was no question of Federal jurisdiction arising. 
An offence had been committed against the 
laws of Victoria, and there was no limitation 
that the subject matter of the information had 
to be one of the subject matters referred to 
in Section 75 of the Constitution. The point 
had not been raised in 37 years. If Mr. War
ner wanted to say that there was nothing in 
the case regarding Federal jurisdiction, then 
he could not rely on Section 92 of the Consti
tution. A State court had been invested with 
jurisdiction to deal with any matter involving 
Federal constitution. Undoubtedly the in
formant and the defendant were residents of 
different States, but this was a matter which 
arose between citizens of different State·s. 

At this juncture, Mr. Kent stated that, in 
his opinion, the summons had been correctly 
served. 

NO OFFENCE IN VICTORIA 
Mr. Warner, in defending the case, said he 

submitted that no offence had been disclosed, 
and based his contention on the true interpre
tation of the Dried Fruits Act. The word 
"Buy" in the Act was confined to where pro
perty had passed wholly in one State. A State 
could not legislate on things and persons be
yond its territorial limits. Mr. James had not 
committed any offence in Victoria. 

Mr. M·enzies replied that if ever a Statute 
was clear the regulations under discussion were. 
Hartley and James had signed a contract 
whereby Hartley sold currants for a valuable 
consideration, and there could be no doubt 
that James had agreed to acquire those cur
rants. . One definition of .. buy" was to agree 
to acquire. Hartley had handed the currants 
to James' driver on his block, and had since 
been paid. 

The Police Magistrate intimated that he was 
convinced an offence had been committed. 

UNUSUAL PROCEDURE 
Mr. Warner then asked permission to call 

Hartley to the witness-box. 
Mr. Menzies objected, stating that it was 

a most unusual procedure to adopt, and one 
that was quite outside his scope. Hartley 
was his (Mr. Menzies') witness, and had al
ready been called by him. 

However, Hartley rei:nained in the box, and 
Mr. Warner handed him a pink docket and 
asked him if he had seen it before. 

Mr. Menzies immediately asked for permis-

sion to examine the slip of paper, and, having 
done so, objected because, he said, the docket 
proved that Hartley had sold fruit to the 
Mildura Co-operative Company, and that had 
nothing to do with the case. 

Mr. Warner replied that he desired to prove 
that a South Australian buyer of dried fruit 
was prohibited from buying fruit in Victoria 
unless he submitted it to a registered Victorian 
packing shed. This was discrimination against 
James, and offended against Section 92 of the 
Constitution. The Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board, Mr. Warner alleged, was collaborating 
with the A.D.F.A. in blocking out his client. 

Mr. Kent: How do you associate that with 
this case? 

Mr. Menzies: Mr. Warner wants to prove 
that James was prejudiced, and to prove that 
he asked Hartley if he sent fruit to a particu
lar company. It has nothing to do with it. 

Hartley then left the witness-box without 
any further questions being asked of him. 

The next witness called was Windsor Her
bert Tickell, of Mildura, who described him
self as a retired dried fruitgrower. Mr. Warner 
asked Tickell if he remembered a conversation 
between Walsh, Joy and Findlay, and Mr. 
Menzies immediately objected on the grounds 
of irrelevancy. 

WAS THERE DISCRIMINATON? 
Answering Mr. Menzies, Mr. Warner said 

that he wished to show that the Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board was exercising discrimina
tion against James in the making and admin
istration of regulations. Fruit was passing be
tween Mildura and New South Wales, and yet 
nothing happened. He wanted the witness 
to give evidence that Inspector Walsh knew 
of it, and yet did nothing about it. 

Mr. Menzies: This has nothing to do with 
the offence. If he wants to do that, why not 
call the Minister? 

Mr. Kent: I am afraid that I 
relevance. 

Tickell then vacated the box. 

can see no 

MAY GO TO PRIVY COUNCIL 
.. This case if necessary will go to the Privy 

Council," said Mr. Warner, prefacing a long 
closing address to the Bench. The regulation, 
he said, would confine the sale of dried fruits 
grown in Victoria to packing sheds in Victoria 
or to intermediate dealers for delivery to the 
sheds. He suggested that the only way to 
avoid the regulation being struck at by Sec
tion 92 was to construe the regulation as to 
the sale or marketing in Victoria of dried fruit 
for consumption in Victoria. 

After Mr. Kent had announced his inten
tion of recording a conviction, Mr. Warner 
asked the Bench to impose only a small fine, 
as James had really been shocked by the de
cision of the High Court, and was now going 
to carry the case much further. James had 
broken the regulation to test the law, Mr. 
Warner added. 

Mr. Menzies asked Mr. Kent to impose an 
appropriate penalty. 

Mr. Kent, in fining James £20 on the charge 
in connection with Hartley, said that he could 
not impose a nominal penalty as James had 
known what he was doing. 

Mr. Menzies then requested that the other 
three cases be heard together. 

After hearing evidence from Charles Den
nett, of Itymple, Alfred Edwards, of · Red 
Cliffs, and Windsor Herbert Tickell, the P.M. 
decided to convict James on the other three 
charges, and announced the penalties already 
stated. 

[It is appreciated that growers in the Mil
dura and Renmark districts have already read 
this report of the case in usunraysia Daily.n 
However, the matter is of close interest to 
growers in the many other ce.ntres where the 
full details might not be avadable.-Ed.] 
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Differentials Between Grades 

Concern Felt In South Australia 
Departures from the general principle of the Association that the differentials 
between grades for final account sales should be on the same basis throughout 
the many districts served by the A.D.F.A. is a point of discussion that has occu
pied the time of many conferences. The 193 7 meeting of the Federal Council 
was no exception. A motion from the South Australian State Conference, 
"That agents and packers be required to furnish figures to justify any differen
tials adopted between grades where such differentials were not fixed by the 
A.D.F.A.," brought out the fact that certain units of the Association were not 
carrying out the general principles of equity. The main features of the dis
cussion are of interest and are as follows:-

Mr. Ruston, in submitting the motion, 
stated that packers were liable to put a ficti
tiously high differentials on their high-grade 
fruit, and it was desired to protect the pro
ceeds of the standard grades from being used 
to pay fancy prices for. the top grades. Pack
ers shou41 be require·d to furnish figures, justi
fying any differentials adopted for grades 
which had not been fixed by the Board of 
Management. 

Mr. Sims, in seconding the motion, stated 
that in South Australia there had be-en some 
marked differences in final account sales, and 
it had been thought that some cases should be 
investigated by the Board of Management. 

Mr. Curren declared that he had figures that 
justified the necessity for the motion, as it 
looked as if some values for high-grade fruit 
had been fixed for window dressing. All that 
the motion asked was that agents or packers, 
if required by the Board of Management, 
furnish figures in support of any variations 
adopted. 

Mr. H. D. Howie explained that the Board 
of Management had been empowered to fix 
differentials between grades, which would be 
common to all packing companies and agents. 
It had been some time before the Board could 
secure uniformity to A.D.F.A. practices. 
Where a divergence from the declared differ
entials had occurred, the secretary had asked 
for an explanation. Seven or eight companies 
had not strictly followed the A.D.F.A. dif
ferentials, and of these, four or five had erred 
in practice and not in principle. Two compan
ies, however, had disregarded the differentials 
and the Board had looked on their action as 
being serious, as the packers concerned would 
be liable if any of their growers could show 
that they had suffered through the non-obser .. 
vance of the differentials fixed by the Associ
ation. 

Mr. Goodman asked if the Board of Man
agement was satisfied that the differentials 
already fixed should not be reviewed, on ac
count of the great variation in London prices 
this year. 

Mr. Howie stated that the Board had the 
right to vary the differentials declared at the 
beginning of the season for the higher grades, 
if c:tircumstances warranted it, but the Board 
had not yet given consideration to this mat
ter. He further stated that the regulations 
provided that the only grades in which the 
differentials could be varied were currants 

above 3 -crown and sultanas above 2-crown, 
and lexias above 5 -crown. 

Mr. J. Victorsen explained the position of 
his company, in respect to competition with 
non-Association buyers. 

Mr. McGregor stated that it was a well
known fact that in many cases 3-crown fruit 
had realised more in London that 4-crown 
from the. same shipment. 

Mr. Howie: Such sales would not have been 
made at the same time and the appar
ent anomaly was due to either a .rising or fall
ing market. In fixing the differentials between 
grades, the Board of Management had regard 
to the average difference ruling between grades 
week by week in London, and also the variation 
in values, in respect to sales in the Common
wealth, Canadian and New Zealand markets. 
Variations due to market movements, such as 
instanced by Mr. Mr. McGregor, did not war
rant thf:! altering of differentials arrived at 
after taking into account sales for the full 
season. 

Mr. McGregor: Some growers did not think 
that the cases he had outlined were isolated 
ones, and there was a feeling that the differen
tials were too large. 

Mr. Howie: The Board would soon learn if 
it was making any serious error. The differen~ 
tials fixed by the Board were checked by the 
various packing companies, who would soon 
report if a wrong basis had been adopted. 

Mr. Cleary stated that Mr. McGregor had 
evidently been influenced by reports on indi
vidual parcels, and that after having spent 
three seasons in London, he could assure dele
gates that cases such as outlined by Mr. Mc
Gregor only occurred very occasionally. 

Mr. Hardie said there was no doubt that 
there we·re occasional differences. The Mer
bein Committee had established that there was 
no indication that the color was fixed in fruit 
of low Beaume. Fruit of that type gave 
trouble in London. 

Mr. D. Farmer explained the position of his 
company in respect to differentials, stating that 
in Angaston the practice was to adopt a dif
ferential per pound and to bring the declared 
Association- figure to the nearest !d. 

Mr. Howie: The practice adopted at Angas
ton was not considered as a serious variation 
from the· declared differentials. 

Mr. Roberts: The reason why some 4-crown 
fruit did not bring as much as other fruit 
graded as 3-crown was due to the fact that 

15 

"Dried Fruits 
News" 

It was decided by the Federal Council to 
endorse the action of the Board of Manage
ment in reverting to the bi-monthly publica
tion of the paper. The motion to the effect 
was: «That the 'Dried Fruits News' be pub
lished bi-monthly, with special issues when 

considered necessary by the Board of Manage

ment, and that the practice of sending to all 
growers in the industry be continued." 

Growers are again reminded that items of 
general interest are appreciated-send them 

along. The next issue of the paper will be 
in January. 

"""""""'"'""""'"'"""""'""'""''''"'"""'""'""'"""'''''''''''".:: 
Marketing Legislation ! 
As the result of the discussions at the 

Federal Council on this important mat
ter, growers' representatives were of the 
opinion that in view of the many phases 
involved, "that the Federal Council of 
the A.D.F.A. considers State and Fed
eral legislation essential to maintain a 
reasonable degree of stability withio the 
industry, and instructs the Board of 
Management to continue representations 

' ' ' 

to all Governments concerned, urging ~ 
the introduction of amending legislation : 
to the present Dried Fruits Acts.'' 

In his remarks to the Conference, the 
Chairman of the Association, Mr. H. D. 
Howie, said that it was extremely diffi
cult at the present time to indicate to 
Council the likely outcome of the. pro
posed marketing ·arrangements for the 
coming season. Delegates all knew that, 
under the voluntary agreement, the 

" marketing arrangements had been main
tained last year. There was a possibility 
of a continuation of this arrangement for 
the coming year. This was a matter that 
rested in growers' hands, by standing to 
the principles of organised marketing. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Sims 
(S.A.), who said that the matter had 
been discussed at his branch ( Barmera) 
and growers had asked for a report on 
it, Mr. Howie stated that the Board had 
investigated the marketing legislation in 
New Zealand, and was of the opinion 
that, in view of the different circum
statices obtaining in Australia, it did not 
appe·ar, at the present juncture, that 
such legislarion could be applied to the 
position existing in Australia. The posi
tion would be closely watched by the 
Board. . 

"'''"'"'"'"""'""'"""'"""""'""'"'""""'''""'''"""""'""'""'' ~ 
the fruit graded as 4-crown had been picked 
a little too soon, or did not for some reason have 
sufficiently high. sugar content to hold its 
color. He had known instances of such fruit 
altering a full grade after packing, but in
stances of this nature were rare. 

Conference then agreed to the resolution. 
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A.D.F.A.Tree FruitsCommittee'sAnnualReport 

Adoption By Federal Council 
A report covering the work of the Tree Fruits Committee-Messrs. H. D. 
Howie (chairman), T. Steele, M.L.C., and D. Barry Wood, Goulburn Valley
which acts in an advisory capacity to the Board of Management, was submitted 
to the Federal Council and adopted. A particular feature of the report is the 
explanation of the apricot position-a matter that has caused some concern. 
The report reads as follows:-

The maintenance of Australian prices at a 
reasonable level, made possible by the success 
of the Voluntary Trade Agreement, has been, 
as with vine fruits, the outstanding factor in 
this yeaes marketing record. It is felt that 
it would be appropriate at this juncture, to 
pay a tribute to those who by their strenuous 
efforts and continued enthusiasm, brought into 
existence an agreement which was ultimately 
made effective in covering the activities of 
practically all de·alers in all States. The few 
exceptions, however, did not control .a sufli
cient volume of fruit to upset what was un
doubtedly the desire of the great majority of 
growers, packers and traders, viz., the sharing 
of export responsibilities, thereby preventing 
cut-throat competition, which must have re
sulted if tonnages of fruit largely in excess of 
requirements, were thrown on the Australian 
market. 

1937 MARKETING PROBLEMS 
The problems surrounding the· marketing of 

the 1937 dried tree 'fruit crop, brought very 
clearly before the committee, the necessity of 
the introduction of a better system of securing 
progress information as to crop prospects, and 
recommends that the matter be referred to an
other committee appointed by Federal Council, 
to report on dried tree fruit matters. 

THE PACK 
DetailS of the pack of the several varieties 

of dried tree fruits, Commonwealth sales and 
export quotas, appear in the secretary's report, 
.-and disclose that the percentage of the total 
pack of tree fruits handled by Association 
agents, increased from approximately 72 per 
cent. in 1936, to approximately 78 per cent. 
in 1937. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
The improvement noted in the volume of 

19 3 6 sales has be·en more than maintained this 
season, the total to date this year showing a 
small increase as compared with the corres
ponding period last year. 

APRICOTS 
Apricots were very seriously affected by hail 

and frosts in practically all districts and esti
mate·s received in December indicated a pack 
which would be much below normal and likely 
.·to be barely sufficient for the usual Common-:
wealth requirements. 

Export markets gave every promise of high 
retUrns, considerably in exce·ss of those realised 
-irom 1936 Australian prices. These expecta
tions were based on a short crop in 1936 in 
california and a jeported reduction of the 
i937 South Africi:n crop to one-third of the 

usual tonnage. 

late rains, had filled out to such an extent as 
to qualify for three and four-crown size and 
even necessitate the introduction -of 5 -crown 
for the largest of the fruit. This development 
in the size of the fruit, added so considerably 
to the weight, that it was :finally found that 
the tonnage dried in· many districts was above 
the average and the total well in excess of the 
original -estimates and Commonwealth re
quirements. 

Information in respect to the increased 
weight of the fruit was, however, slow in 
reaching Melbourne, and even when first re
ported, the extent of the increase was not 
made clear; with the result that the restriction 
in acceptance of export orders was continued 
and much valuable business was refused from 
New Zealand. When the full facts of the 
increase of the pack were known, every effort 
was made to secure a reinstatement of the 
New Zealand orders previously refused, but 
unfortunately it was found that buyers had 
covered their requirements elsewhere. 

This led to the nomination by the A.D.F.A. 
of a percentage for the United Kingdom mar
ket, where it was anticipated that early reali
sations at satisfactory prices would result, but 
unfortunately the London market for some 
reason, which is still obscure, did not respond 
to the shortage of supplies indicated from 
Australia and South Africa, a:p.d the market 
remained dull and lifeless at prices approxi
mately in line with those ruling in 1936. 

PEACHES 
The local demand for peaches this year has 

been very satisfactory, deliveries to the end of 
September being 17 tons ahead of deliveries at 
a corresponding date last year. New Zealand 
buyers have also been active in sales of peaches 
and sales to this market have absorbed the 
bulk of the exportable surplus. Best quality 
peeled peaches again found a ready market in 
both Australia and New Zealand. 

NECTARINES 
Nectarines were all disposed of in the Com

monwealth and New Zealand markets, and it 
is pleasing to be able to record that the pack
ing houses have received final account sales. 

PEARS 
The pack was a heavy one, and of gener

ally iinproved quality, but low-grade fruit 
such as 1-crown and ''plain" has again been 
difficult to sell in the Commonwealth. The 
increased pack necessitated a heavier export 
proportion, which has largely been shipped to 
the United Kingdom, although every effort has 
been made to develop the trade in New Zea
land and other markets. 

PRUNES 

proportion, led the New South Wales prune 
interests to make an application to the Com
monwealth Government for a continuation of 
the prune bounty, but unfortunately the Com
monwealth Government could not see its way 
clear to grant the request. The application 
was supported by representations from Vic
toria, South Australia and head office. 

Reports from the selling agents indicate a 
very strong preference for the D'Agen variety, 
Robe de Sargent and other varieties falling into 
disfavor in many directions. 

TREE FRUIT GRADING 
A conference has been arranged with the 

Department of Commerce, with a view to 
securing a better understanding in respect to 
grading, classing and packing of tree fruits, it 
being felt that there is room for improvement 
along the lines of closer co-operation between 
the inspectorial staff of the department and 
packers and selling· agents. 
FUTURE MARKETING ARRANGEMENTS 

The committee directs attention to the fact 
that growers of dried tree fruits are even 
more de·pendent on the Commonwealth mar
ket than growers of vine fruits, and urges the 
Board of Management to leave no stone un~ 
turned to maintain a fair return to growers. 

DISCUSSION ON REPORT 
Mr. Jones suggested that the matter of ob

taining more accurate crop estimates be re
ferred by the Conference to the Packers' As
sociations in the different States. 

S'''''''"''''''''''APPRE'CIAT'iON'''''''''''''''''' 
That the work of the State Boards is 

appreciated by the industry was effec
tively shown by the resolution of the 
conference of growers, representing 95 
per cent. of the dried fruits industry in 
Australia, when a resolution was passed: 

«That a letter of appreciation be sent 
to Messrs. G. J. Evatt, P. J. Moloney, 
and G. A. W. Pope, regarding their ef
forts on behalf of organised marketing. 

;.,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,.,,,,,.,,,, ................................................................ r: 

Mr. Jemison stated that he could not under
stand why the estimates of the 1937 apricot 
crop supplied to the Association should have 
been so far astray. Before the drying of apri
cots had proceeded very far, it was apparent 
that the tonnage would be much heavier than 
originally estimated, and he thought this ad
vi.ce had been sent to Head Office. He could 
imagine the estimates supplied being a few 
per cent. out, but it was difficult to under~ 
stand a variation of 50 per cent. It was noted 
that prices had been substantially increased in 
the Commonwealth, and he was afraid that 
they were getting a little on the high side to 
secure maximum consumption. The non-As
sociation dealer was paying high prices for 
apricots and he realised the Association must 
endeavor to put its- packers in a position to 
meet the competition. 

A carefUl consideratio.O:- Of the position led 
tO the following actions being taken to pro
tect the Australian market for its require

ments:~ 

(a)- Declaration by the State Dried Fruit 
Boards of a Commonwealth release· of 100 

The 19 3 7 crop of prunes in Australia 
reached the record tonnage of 3380 tons, an 
increase -of 1070 tons on the 1936 crop. This 
necessitated a much larger expoi:t quota and 
has considerably increased our marketing 
problems. 

It was resolved "that Head Office be instruct
ed to confer with the Packers' Associations in 
the various States with a view to inaugurating 
a system of securing accurate estimates and 
progressive reports on the expected crop of 
each variety of fruit." 

===== 
GOODWILL 

During the course of the meeting between 
the merchants of the A.D.F.A. and the Board 
of Management the Chairman of the Federal 
Merchants' Association (Mr. Jeffries) said that 
his members were seized with the importanre 
of the maintenance of some form of stabilised 
marketing of dried fruits and were definitely 
prepared to help the Association in every way 

possible. 

per cent. 
(b) Restriction of export by A.D.F.A. to 

a small percentage of the anticipated crop. 

(c) Increase in Commonwealth prices. 
All of these actions were justified on the 

estimates of the pack then available, but as 
the harvesting season progressed, it was found 
that the apricots on the trees benefiting by 

The London market opened with a promise 
of absorbing the export quantity at reasonable 
prices, but the trading difficulties in Conti
nental markets resulted in U.S.A. prunes being 
diverted to the United Kingdom market, and 
has -forced prices to lower levels. 

The lower returns which prune growers may 
receive this year, due to the increased export 
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Secretary's Report to Federal Council 
Increase in A.D.F.A. Handling and Sales 

in the Commonwealth 
The secretary of the Association, Mr. W. N. 

Sumner, submitted the following report to the 
Federal Council:-

Season 19 3 7 produced the second largest 
Australian pack of vine fruits, amounting to 
an estimated yield of 70,919 tons, compared 
with 77,830 tons in 1933, which so far is the 
greatest pack in the history of the Australian 
dried fruits industry. Seasonal conditions 
were not altogether satisfactory, as some dis
tricts suffered from late frosts and hail, which 
reduced the yield, whilst the drying of the crop 
was interfered with by rain. This not only 
reduced the tonnage, but also the quality of 
the fruit, particularly currants and sultanas. 

The estimated yield of vine fruits in the 
Commonwealth for Season 1937, according to 
latest official advices, is:-

Cur. Sult. Lex. Total 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 

Victoria 7,308 31,730 4,078 43,116 
S. Aust 7,796 9,047 2,020 18,863 
N.S.W. 998 4,961 355 6,314 
W. Aust. 1,972 369 285 2,626 

18,074 46,107 6,738 70,919 
The Association agents report a pack of

Currants, 16,349 tons; sultanas, 43,859 tons; 
Lexias, 6,204 tons. Total, 66,412 tons. On 
the foregoing figures the percentage of the 
vine fruits which will be handled by the As
sociation is:-Currants, 90.4 per cent.; sul
tanas, 95.1 per cent.; Lexias, 92.1 per cent.; 
or 93.6 per cent. of the total crop, as compared 
with 92.7 per cent. in 1936. 

TREE FRillTS 
The undermentioned table gives the esti

mated pack of the various varieties for sea
son 19 3 7, together with the quantity of each 
variety handled by the Association. 

Total Pack A.D.F.A. 
Tons Tons 

Prunes 3,3 80 2,714 
Apricots· 1,172 878 
Peaches 435 310 
Nectarines 43 32 
Pears 308 254 

-- --
5,3 3 8 4,188 

CURRANTS 
The total Australian production is estimated 

at 18,074 tons, compared with 12,333 tons in 
1936. Unfortunately, heavy rains early in 
the season affected the yield, and also the qual
ity of the pack. 

SULTANAS 
The Australian production this y~~1r is esti

mated at 46,107 tons, which exceeds the pre
vious season's yield by 2,515 tons. This vari
ety of fruit was also affected by rains during 

1936 1935 1934 
To111s Tons Tons 

Currants 3,131 3,207 3,152 
Sultanas 7,311 7,316 6,725 
Lexias .. 2,991 2,923 2,719 
Apricots 695 516 424 
Peaches .. 220 213 131 
Nectarine-s 24 25 18 
Pears .. 93 72 56 
Prunes 1,593 1,404 1,125 

-- ----- -----

the drying period, with the result that a large 
proportion of the pack was in the lower 
grades. 

LEXIAS 
The estimated Australia pack this year is 

6,738: tons, which compares with 7,025 tons 
last year. 

APRICOTS 
The total Australian yield this year is esti

mated at 1,172 tons, which shows a falling 
off of 353 tons, compared with 1936. Al
though the crop was a comparatively light 
one, as far as tonnage is concerned, the q9al
ity of the pack was excellent, and consisted 
mainly of the higher grades. 

PEACHES 
The Australian production this year is esti

mated at 43 5 tons, compared with 443 tons 
in 1936. 

NECTARINES 
This year's total Australian pack is esti

mated at 43 tons, which was below normal, 
and barely sufficient for requirem~nts. 

PEARS 
The total Australian pack is estimated at 

308 tons, which is the largest yield since 1934. 

MUSCATELS 
This year's estimated Association pack is 

158 tons, compared with 137 tons in 1936. 
In view of the Spanish position, the demand 
{rom overseas has been satisfactory. 

PRUNES 
The total estimated Australian production 

this year is 3,380 tons, which compares with 
2,310 tons in 1936. 

1936 SEASON'S PACK 
The 1936 season final pack figures were:

N.S.\.V. Vl.A. Vic. S.A . Total 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 
Apricots . 
Peaches . 
Nectarines 
Pears . . 
Muscatels 
Prunes 

Tons· Tons Tons Tons Tons 
620 2,076 3,818 4,254 10,768 

3,693 465 29,518 7,535 41,157 
317 281 4,408 1,425 6,431 
268 - 25 729 1,022 
122 - 40 159 321 
12--29 41 

6 - 27 154 187 
6 102 29 137 

1,216 149 356 1,721 

6,20·0 2,828 38,087 14,670 61,785 

1937 SEASON'S ESTIMATED PACK 
The estimated totals of the 19 3 7 season packs 

are:-
N.S.W. W.A. Vic. S.A. Total 
Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons 

Currant's . 994 1,972 7,260 6,123 16,349 
Sultanas. . 4,838 369 :n,o26 7,626 43,859 
Lexias 3<4 285 4,004 1,571 6,204 
Apricot:Js, . 93 - 9 776" 878 
Peaches 100 - 43 167 310 
Nectarines 5 - - 27 " Pears 9 - 25 220 254 
MuscateLs - 7 97 54 158 
Prunes . 2,089 - 273 352 2,714 

---- ----- ----- ----- --
8,472 2,633 42,737 16,916 70,758 

Total net A.D.F.A. sales for the Conunon-
wealth were:-

1933 1932 
Tons Tons 
2,935 3,181 
6,244 6,500 
2,438 2,570 

539 546 
190 135 

23 7 
61 72 

1,008 
--

1931 
Tons 
2,938 
5,682 
2,410 

306 
135 

17 
75 

1930 
Tons 
2,986 
7,754 
2,170 

Dried Fruit Quotas 
The following quotas are recom

mended for the 19 3 7 season fruits for 
the purpose of intrastate trade under the 
provisions of the Dried Fruits Act in 
each State:-

Dried Currants 
Dried Sui tanas 
Dried Lexias 
Dried Prunes 
Dried Peache·s 
Dried Nectarines 
Dried Pears 

per cent. 
19 
17 
47! 
62f 
66 2-3 
80 
37-j. 

The quotas were decided upon at a 
recent meeting of the Consultative Com
mittee of the State Dried Fruits Boards 
after consideration had been given to the 
latest estimates of production and con
>umption in Australia. The Dried Fruits 
Boards of the other producing States 
will make a similar recommendation to 
their respective Ministers for Agricul
ture. 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
PROSECUTIONS 

17 

Failure to Furnish Returns 

Whe·n the New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board proceeded against Alexander De Avilla, 
of Yenda, New South Wales, at the GriJlith 
Police Court on November 2, for failure to 
furnish returns it was stated that the pro
secution was the first undertaken by the Board 
for this type of offence. 

Mr. Williams, of the Crown Law Office, 
Sydney, stated that the Chairman of the 
Board had required De _Avilla to supply cer
tain returns showing dried fruits produced and 
sold by him, but despite· frequent requests the 
lnformation had not been supplied. However, 
since issue of the summons an incomplete re
turn had been supplied. It was stated that 
the defendant was a returned soldier and had 
been in ill health arid that accounted in some 
measure for his failure to supply the returns. 
In view of all the circumstances -the Board 
asked for a light penalty only. 

De Avilla who pleaded guilty was fined £2 
with 8/ costs, in default 5 dayt;' imprison
ment, and was allowed one month to pay. 

Mr. Harris, Police Magistrate, conunented 
that in imposing a light penalty he had taken 
into consideration the health of the defendant 
and the fact that the prose·cution was the :first 
undertaken by the Board for failure to supply 

16,058 15,676 14,350 13,438 13,011 11.563 12,910 returns. 
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CASH BUYING 
Practice Extremely Dangerous 

Discussion By Federal Council 
Cash buying was a question for long discussion at the last meeting of the 
Federal Council when the Board of Management submitted, pro-forma, a reso
lution to provide for cash buying where exceptional circumstances might 
warrant a departure from the practices of the Association. Mr. H. D. Howie, 
chairman, and other members of the Board, said that, individually and collect
ively, the Board was against it in principle, but if any action were taken it 
would only be when the best interests of the industry served as a result. 
The whole tenor of the discussion was that the practice could become extremely 
dangerous and that the utmost precaution should be taken to protect the grower 
who as an A.D.F.A. member sold under consignment. 

The following motion was agreed to with
out- 'dissent:-

.. That this Federal Council affirms its 
opposition to the practice of cash buying 
within the A.D.F.A., and instructs the 
Board that onlv in extreme circumstances 
an4 "!J.nder the following terms of equity 
the Practice be allowed amongst A.D.F.A. 
packers and agents under Rule Nos. 23~ 
and that all permissions granted be report
ed to Federal Council annually. 

(a) That . consignment fruit and pur
chase fruit __ must participate pro-rata 
in the Commonwealth, each export 
controlled market, distillery and United 
Kingdom trade for each season. 

(b) That consignment and purchased 
fruit must participate pro-rata in all 
proceds of sales in the· Commonwealth, 
each export colltrolled market, distillery 
and the United Kingdom for each sea
son. 

( c} The intent of the foregoing is 
that the purchase fruit shall be pooled 

-with consignment fruit, so that all fruit 
of simil~r grade and variety received or 
handled by the agent or packer con
cerned -shall receive the same progress 
payments and final proceeds. 

(d) Every packer and agent purchasing 
fruit from growers shall submit a statu
tOry declaration made by the principal 
of the firm, accompanied by the neces
sary. returns, at the end of each season, 
that the foregoing regulations have 
been_ complied with. 

The Board of Management to be given 
power to amend regulations Nos. 23, 87 
and-111, to give effect to the above con
ditions." 

Mr. P. Malloch, in outlining some of the 
possibilities of the working of the proposed 
regulation under which cash buying might be 
pei-mitted, --said that the dangers to packers 
that could arise from cas:h buying might be 
greater thail the dangers that might arise if 
pe:~;mission 'to· ~rchase were not granted. From 
tlie·shtem·erits::rp.a:de, it could be seen that if the 
Board gave permission to buy, it would· be 
tying the packer down, and that both the 
:'!;)'acker·s·- -pU:rcha"sed- and consignment frUit 
:must share the same returns. The fruit must 
be pooled and distributed equitably over all 
markets. If the packer's fruit realised, say, 
£26 a ton, the grower who delivered consign
ment fruit must receive £26, and the packer 
would receive £26 for the fruit he had bought 
at, say, £25. The grower who was paid £25 
a ton for the fruit he had sold, would put up 
with the difference, particularly as packers' ex
perience was that growers would rather have 
£25 cash than £26 spread over a term. The 
position would be different when th~ :rpargin 

was £3 a ton, as the grower who had sold 

would attack the Association for having per

mitted the arrangement. 

The man who buys for £2 5 and sells for 

£3 0 is Usually regarded with suspicion by 

growers, and the Association would be brought 

into disrepute on that account. On the other 

hand, the packer who lost £1 a ton on his pur

chased fruit, would endeavor to make up his 

loss in the following year-that packer would 

be like the bookmakers who might lose in 
one race, but who certainly make· it up on the 

next. All reason and logic was on the side 

of the Council, in confirming the position. 

The application for permission had been ac

companied by a statement that unless it were 

gr~ted the company would have to go out of 

the A.D.F.A., and the Board knew that the 
statement was not an idle threat. If that 
fruit were· forced out, the Association would 
be in a serious position. Delegates would have 
to look on the matter as a business proposi
tion. They were all opposed to the principle 
of cash buying, but was there no way of meet
ing the position and reviewing it from year to 
year? The resolution could confirm· the Coun
cil'~ opposition to the principle of cash buying, 
and dedare that only in extreme circumstances 
and under the terms already indicated, would 
permission be given from year to year. 

Christmas Mails 
The Deputy Director of Posts and Tele

graphs (Mr. R. N. Partington) seeks the co
operation of all "Dried Fruits News" readers 
in regard to the posting of Christmas gifts 
and gree"tings. He would like as many as pos~ 
sible to pos.t such mail matter before Friday, 
December. 1'7, and suggests that packets be 
endorsed "Do not open until Christmas." By 
doing this you will materially assist the De
partment and eliminate any possibility of your 
gifts and greetings not being delivered before 
Christmas. 

Mr. Parting-ton further desires to remind 
readers regarding certain postal laws covering 
the· posting of Christmas cards. If such cards 
are enclosed in: sealed envelopes letter rate of 
postage, viz., 2d per oz., is payable, and this 
rate applies even when the ends of the envel
ope are cut open. To take advantage of the 
printed matter rate of postage, viz., ld per 
4oz., the flap of the envelope should merely 
be turned in, and not more than five words 
of conventional greeting may be written on 
the Ch~istmas cards. Leave the flap of the 
envelope unsealed. If these conditions are not 
observed recipients of your greetings may be 
annoyed when called upon to pay the sur
charges imposed owing ~o your n~glect. 

THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 

The following list of those present at the 
Federal C::ouncil gives an excellent conception 
of the widespread ramifications of the Associ
ation. 

Of the thirty-three delegates entitled to vote, 
twenty-seven are growers actually engaged in 
the production of their crops, two are holders 
of blocks, one a manager of a co-operative com
pany, and the remaining three are appointed 
by the A.D.F.A. agents as their representatives. 
The personnel is as follows:-

Mr: A. L. Johnstone, Irymple, Victoria, 
Chairman of the Conference. 

Victoria: Messrs. W. Cavendish, Red Cliffs; 
D. ]. Charles, Red Cliffs; H. H. Goodman, 
Woorinen; C. Hall, lrymple; G. L. Hardie, 
Merbein; G. ]. Hyndman, Merbein; J. W. A. 
McGregor, Nyah West; A. MacKinnon, Red 
Cliffs; A. Rawlings, Merbein; E. J. Roberts, 
Irymple; G. Wake, Red Cliffs. 

South Austr?-lia: R. Curren, Berri; A. H. 
Fraser, McLaren Vale; J. R. Jemison, Ramco; 
C. S. Ruston, Renmark; G. Scott, Moorook; 
E. D. Sims, Bar:rpera; J. Victorsen, Clare. 

New South Wales: W. Arbuckle, Leeton; R. 
C. A. Lawson, Coomealla; J. R. Little, Good
night; L. B. O'Donnell, Curlwaa. 

Members of the Board of Management: J. H. 
Gordon, Stewart, P.C.; H. D. Howie, Ren
mark; E. J. Hudson, Yenda; A. R. Lawrence, 
Nyah; P. Malloch, lrymple; J. B. Murdoch, 
Waikerie; D. C. Winterbottom, Mildura. 

Agents' Representatives: H. R. Jones (Co
op. Dried Fruits Sales Pry. Ltd.); H. W. New
ton (G. Wood, Son and Co. Ltd.); L. J. 
Cleary (Aurora Packing Co. Pty, Ltd.). 

Note.-Mr. L. ]. Cleary, by arrangement 
with the agents, was appoint~ as a substitute 
for Mr. W. A. Wilkin, who was unable to at
tend on account of ill-health. 

Others present by invitation were: Mem
bers of Tree Fruit Co-mmittee, D. E. Barry 
Wood, Tongala, Victoria; T. Ste-ele, Young, 
N.S.W. Adelaide A.D.F.A. Representative ,: 
R. A. Haynes. Visitors: D. Farmer, Angas
ton, S.A.; A. Humphreys, Coomealla, N.S.W.; 
L. G. Lloyd, Merbein, Victoria; J. F. Stewar~, 
Cardross, Victoria; D. A. Walters, Merbein, 
Victoria; A. Yeates, Millendon, W.A.; Gen
eral Secretary, W. N. Sumner. 

''"'"""'"""""'"""'"""'""''''''''""'''''""''''''"''"'''''"''''''''''''''·" 

"Steele Blayde" 

An old identity in the Mildura dis
trict, and for that matter, through the 
industry, is having a short spell. Mr. 
Gifford Hall, better known as nSteele 
Blayde," the Field Representative of 
.. Sunraysia Daily," has packed a lot o£ 
experience into his life and has done 
much to help growers along, both by 
his unfailing friendliness and advice, and 
the wide scope of his articles in journals 
throughout the industry. He has the 
appreciation of all growers whose wel
fare is his one aim. 

'''''''"""'""'""'"""'""'"'''''''""'''"'"'''''""'''''''"'''""""'"""· 

The Pitfalls Of Success 

Mr. W. Cavendish, vice-president of the Red 
Cliffs branch of the A.D.F.A., has asked us 
to notify dealers and others that his stove is 
not now for sale, and that he is not in the 
market for a new one. There is a story be
hind this. It appears that he was weakening 
on a seven-years' discussion re a new stove 
when his wife made the bad tactical blunder 
of winning the district cake competition. Re
spite. But only f01: a while, and the dotted 
line was almost signed when the A.D.F.A. 
again set the trap by offering another cake 
competition-again won by Mrs. Cavendish. 
Here endeth the lesson. 
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Board Of Management Meeting~ 
--

Concern 
......__._. 

!;.. 

At Danger Of Further 
Plantings 

At a meeting held previous to the Federal 
Council meeting, and at that immediately fol
lowing, a considerable amount of time was de
voted to the problems of marketing and e·speci
ally to the danger of this already serious matter 
being ac·centuated by further plantings. Other 
matters of particular interest to growers were: 

Book rrwater Into 'Gold.''-The secretary 
reported that the third edition of "Water Into 
Gold" had been printed and supplies had 
been sent on to the packers who had ordered 
further supplies. The Association had also re
ceive·d the royalty due on the second edition. 
A number of letters received from various 
parties, to whom a copy of the book had been 
sent, were read. All the recipients expressed 
pleasure at having received a copy of the book 
and were loud in their praise . of the story of 
the dried fruits industry. 

Federal Council Meeting · Agenda.-Satur
day morning was taken up in discussing items 
on the Federal Council agenda paper. 

Empire Producers' Conference. - A letter 
was re·ceived from the chairman, Empire Pro
ducers' Conference, Sydney, outlining the 
matters which it was proposed to bring before 
the conference to be held on March 28, 193 8, 
in connection with Australia's 150th anniver
sary celebrations and inviting the Association 
to appoint two representatives. It was decided 
to nominate Mr. T. Steele, M.L.C., as repre
sentative of the Association. 

G1'10.nts To Branches.-A .letter was received 
from the Non-irrigated Council, pointing out 
that the McLaren Flat Branch incurred ex
penses to the extent of £7/17/6, in connec
tion with the Referendum Campaign, and 
that the matter had not been reported until 
the campaign funds, available in Adelaide, had 
been returned to Sydney. It was pointed out 
that the payment of such an amount was a 
serious drain on the branch funds, in view of 
the small tonnage produced in that district, 
and a request was made, asking whether the 
Board of Management could see their way to 
reimburse McLaren Flat for the amount in
volved.-It was resolved "that the McLaren 
Flat branch be made a grant of £7/17/ 6." 

Future Plantings Of Vines.-A long discus
sion took place regarding reports which indi
cate the likelihood of the extension of areas of 
vines for the production of dried fruits in Vic
toria, New South Wales and South Australia, 
and as this matter is listed for discussion at 
Fe·deral Council meeting, it was decided to 
prepare a report thereon. 

Sample Fixing.-Following the discussion 
that took place at the South Australian State 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
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p.m. (South Australian Time) every 
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Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers. 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Registered Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berrl, S.A. 

Conference, regarding the fixing of standard 
samples for season 1937, the Board decided 
that it would be advisable to have this matter 
placed on the agenda paper, for discussion at 
Federal Council, so that the various parties 
might be nominated to the committees to act 
with the representatives of the Department of 
Commerce, in respect to the fixing of standard 
samples for season 1938. It was also arranged 
that representatives from Federal Council 
should meet Mr. R. P. Allen and Mr. Colby 
and try to arrive at a more satisfactory ar
rangement regarding the fixing of standard 
samples. 

C-aJsh Buying.-Further to the application 
received from Messrs. Parbury, Henty and 
Co. Pty. Ltd., Melbourne, that they should be 
granted permission to purchase fruit from 
growers, the matter was submitted to the mid
Murray Valley District Council, who replied 
on October 19, passing on the following reso
lution: "Although this Council reiterates its 
definite objection to buying fruit din.ct from 
the grower by any packing house or agent in 
this district, in view of the present marketing 
difficulties, we rder the matter to the Board 
of Management for their decision and further, 
the Board be asked to investigate the possibi
lities of purchasing certain packing interests." 

In forwarding on the resolution, it was 
pointed out that although the branches were 
fully represented at the meeting of the Coun
cil, and agreed to the above resolution, they 
nevertheless signified their objection to direct 
buying. 

A long discussion took place, when the 
various phases of the effect of granting per
mission to buy were thoroughly examined, and 
it was decided to have the subject discussed at 
Federal Council meeting. Following the dis
cussion at Federal Council meeting on the sub
ject of cash buying, it was decided to write 
Messrs. Parbury, Henty and Co. Pty. Ltd., 
Melbourne, setting out the terms on which the 
Association were prepared to grant them per
mission to buy. 

Unifonn Account Sales.-In view of the 
discussion that took place at the South Aus
trali_an State Confefence, the secretary reported 
that he had written to South Australian agents 
on the subject, and a meeting of Adelaide 
agents had been held. Mr. Haynes had re
ported the result at" the meeting, which showed 
that it would be practically impossible for 
agents to render_ uniform account sales. It 
was decided by the Board to have the matter 
discussed at Federal Council me·eting, when 
the letter giving the views of Adelaide agents 
would be read. Council decided that this mat
ter be referred to the A.D.F.A. River Council 
South Australia. 

Federal Wholesale Grocers' Association Of 
Australia.-The Board of Management, mem
bers of the Tree Fruit Committee and age·nts' 
representatives, met representatives of the Fed
eral Wholesale Groce·rs' Association of Aus
tralia, and discussed a number of matters 
affecting the distribution of our dried fruits. 

The Board met at 9 a.m., Saturday, October 
30, 1937, all members (Messrs. H. D. Howie, 
P. Malloch, J. B. Murdoch, E. J. Hudson, D. 
C. Winterbottom, J. H. Gordon and A. R. 
Lawrence) being present. Members of Coun
cil present were Messrs. H. R. Jones and H. 
W. Newton. 

Election Of Chairman.-Mr. H. D. Howie 
was again elected Chairman, and thanked mem-

bers for again electing him. 

Ho,. T. Paterson, M.H.R. - The Board 
learnt with regret of the illness of the Han . 
T. Paterson, :Minister of the Interior, and it 
was resolved .. that on behalf of the Board, a 
letter be sent to Mr. Paterson, conveying sym
pathy and expressing the wish for his speedy 
recovery.'' 

Auditors. - Messrs. Hancock and Wood
ward were re-appointed auditors for twelve 
months, from October 1, at the same remun
eration as last year." 

Further Plantings Of Vines For Dried 
Fruits.-Mr. Winterbottom was requested by 
the Board to wait on the Premier of Victoria, 
Mr. Dunstan, and prepare a statement which 
would be handed to the Premier. At the in
terview the Premier maintained that the policy 
of the Government" was the same as it had al
ways been, i.e., that no further increased plant
ing would be allowed, without consultation 
with the other States, but he had arranged for 
Mr. F. E. Old (Minister for Water Supply) 
to meet a deputation on Wednesday, Novem
ber 3, so that the views of the industry might 
be placed before him, particularly in regard to 
the rumors concerning further plantings at 
Robinvale. The deputation comprised the 
members of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
and A.D.F.A. representative. The Minister 
undertook to place the views of the deputa
tion before Cabinet, and notify us of the 
result. 

Federal Cowncil's Requests.-Consideration 
was given to the following items referred to 
the Board from Fe·deral Council:-

Foreign Matter In Dried Fruit.-The secre
tary was requested to write all packers and 
secretaries of branches, impressing upon them 
the importance of gre·ater care being exercised 
by growers, to prevent foreign matter getting 
mixed with dried fruits. 

Publicity.-A discussion took place regard
ing the question of publicity, after the dis
continuance of the publicity vans, and it was 
resolved .. that the Chairman be authorised to 
negotiate with the Joint Publicity Committee, 
with the idea of conducting propaganda work 
amongst the schools in the various States and 
women's organisations, towards which the 
Board would contribute up to £75 0 per 
annum." 

Grade Fixing.-Following the appointments 
made at Federal Council, the secretary was re
quested to advise each party of the appoint
ment, also advise the Convener of his responsi
bility to maintain contact with the Chief In
spector in the district, as to the date for each 
grade fixing, also to notify the othe·r members 
of the committee, including the agents' repre
sentatives and arrange for a full range of com
mercial parcels of fruit to be made available. 

1Tree Fruit Estimates Of Crop.-The secre
tary was requested to bring before the Pack
ers' Associations the report of the Tree Fruit 
Committee on the question of arranging for 
estimates of the· crops, of the various varieties 
of fruit. 

rrAusi1-alia1'l Dried Fruits News."-Mr. Gor
don was given authority to increase the size 
of the paper for the November issue. 

High Commissioner For Australia.-It was 
decided to send the following cable to the 
Han. S. M. Bruce, High Commissioner for 
Australia, London: ''Press reports prospect your 

acceptance further term of office. If correct 
our industry extend heartiest congratulations 
Australia and yourself bearing in mind your 
unvarying help. Every good wish." 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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Meetings Of Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board 

Various Matters Discussed 
At the meeting of the Victorian Dried 

Fruits Board, held at Mildura on September 
29, the Chairman (Mr. Parker J. Moloney) 
reported that it was hoped that, as soon as the 
Federal and State elections were over, it would 
be possible to determine upon some scheme to 
take the place of the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Act, which had be·en declared invalid. 

Mr. Moloney also explained that he had in
terviewed the Minister for Agriculture on the 
question of additional plantings of dried vine 
fruits in Victoria. Mr. Hogan expressed his 
opposition to any further planting and, at the 
Minister's suggestion, Cabinet had reiterated 
its policy of not encouraging any further 
planting of dried vine fruits until additional 
markets were assured. 

PRUNES IN SYRUP 
The Chairman reported that a check had 

been made from various samples of the weights 
of dried prunes contained in llb. tins of prunes 
.in syrup. It had been ascertained that 7oz. 
dried weight would be a fair allowance, and 
the Board agreed in future to adopt this as its 
standard. 

VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 
In reporting upon the working of the Vol

untary Agreement, Mr. Moloney pointed out 
that a greatly increased amount of work had 
been thrown on the Board's office in carrying 
out the agreement. Generally speaking, the 
agreement was working satisfactorily, but it 
would probably be- necessary to take action 
against some firms for failing to comply with 
its provlSlons. As it was doubtful if legisla
tion could be obtained before next season, it 
would appear that an agreement would be es
sential for next year. 

CASE AGAINST F. A. JAMES 
Referring to the magistrate's decision not to 

make any order in the projected case against 
F. A. James at Mildura on September 28, Mr. 
Moloney stated that the Crown Solicitor's 
Office had expressed its regret regarding the 
unfortunate mistake that had occurred in the 
Crown Law Office, and prompt action was 
now being taken by that department to serve 
fresh summons, when the case would proceed. 

MEETING HELD NOVEMBER J 

A meeting of the ]3oard was held in Mel
bourne on November 3, when the following 
business was transacted:-

Owing to savings effected in the adminis
tration this year, the Board found that it was 
able to transfer £1000 to the reserve fund. 

PRUNES 
It was decided to raise the home consump

tion quota for prunes to 621 per cent. and, as 
the result of a discussion on small prunes, the 
Board agreed that it would eliminate prunes 
over 120 from the pack whenever the South 
Australian Board decided to do likewise. It 
was also decided to make two or three tons of 
small prunes available for experimental pur
poses in connection with the use of prune by
products. On the question of preventing small 
prunes from being packed in tins, the Board 
resolved to take up the matter with the other 
State Boards. 

SCHOLARSHIP NOT RENEWED 
As the scholarship at the Emily McPherson 

College expires this year, the Board, after con
sideration, decided not to renew it. 

PAYMENT FOR UNDER-EXPORT OF 
SULTANAS 

A large sum of money having been received 
as payment for under-export of sultanas in 
1936, the Board resolved that this should be 
distributed amongst growers who supplied sul
tanas in that year. As the amount to indi
vidual growers would not be very great, it was 

. suggested that the packing houses should be 
asked to credit the growers' accounts with the 
amount pro rata. 

During the morning, the meeting was ad
journed to enable a deputation of the Board, 
led by :Mr. Parker J. Moloney, Chairman, to 
interview the Minister for Water Supply, on 
the question of preventing additional plantings. 

BREACHES OF THE DRIED FRUITS ACT 
Considerable public interest was shown at 

the Griffith Police Court on Wednesday, Oc
tober 20, when the New South Wales Dried 
Fruits Board proceeded against three growers 
on the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Areas for hav
ing sold dried fruit without having passed it 
through a registered paking house. 

The growe-rs prosecuted were James Cicci, 
Alexander Norman McPhee and James Patrick 
Fallon, all of Griffith. All three were con
victed, the following penalties being imposed: 
Fine, £10; costs, 8/; professional expe·nses, 
£1/.1/; witnesses' expenses, £6/9/2; total, 
£17/18/2. In default 30 days' imprisonment 
with hard labor. 

The investigation which led to the prosecu
tions was conducted by Inspector R: G. Birt, 
who i.s attached to the staff of the South Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board, and who was sec
onded to the New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board for the purpose. 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 
"CANADA IS YOUR SISTER DOMINION AND A GOOD CUSTOMER OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY. HER PURCHASES OF DRIED 
FRUITS FROM AUSTRALIA FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE, 

1936, TOTALLED 32,729,050 LBS., AT £496,160" 

Empire Reciprocity is the Key to Empire Success 
The following products are widely known to Australian buyers:

Canadian Tools, Axes, Hammers, Hatchets, Shovels, Axe and Tool Handles, 
Lamps, Camp Stoves, Canned Salmon. Kippered Herrings, Sardines, Wall
papers, Rubber Sand Shoes, Gum Boots, Gloves, Typewrlter Carbon Paper, 
Brake Linings, Spark Plugs, Saws, Oilcloths, Building Boards, Electric and 
Gas Stoves, Electric Rangettes, Electric and Alarm Clocks, and Dolls. 

ASK YOUR TRADER TO STOCK THEM 
For Particulars and information regarding Canadian products address: 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TRADE COMMISSIONER, 90 Queen St., Melbourne, C.1 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE, CANADA 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETINGS 
(Continued from Page 19) 

Next BoaJ,rd Meeting. - Consideration was 
given to the date of the next Board meeting, 
and it was tentatively arranged that the next 
meeting would take place, commencing on 
Thursday, December 9. 

TREE FRUITS CO.MMITTEE 
A meeting of the Tree Fruits Committee 

was held on Monday, October 25. There were_ 
present: Messrs. H. D. Howie· (Chairman), T. 
Steele, D. E. Barry Wood. The following also 
attended: Messrs. D. C. Winterbottom, H. R. 
Jones, H. W. Newtbn and R. A. Haynes. 

Committee's Report. 
given to the report to 
eral Council meeting. 

Consideration was 
be submitted to Fed-

Prunes-Under And Over Export Adjust
metzt.-A letter was received from the South 
Australian Prune- Growers' Association, dated 
September 29, 1937, requesting that considera
tion should be given to bringing prunes into 
the Under and Over Export Adjustment be
tween agents, the same as operates in connec
tion with other dried fruits. The matter was 
duly discussed, when various speakers inti
mated that they could not see any advantages 
to be gained by adopting the suggestion and, 
moreover, that certain prune intere·sts would 
definitely oppose such a move. It was con
tended that provided agents were instructed to 
comply with the home quota declared by the 
State Boards, this was as far as it was consid
ered necessary to go at the present juncture. 
It was resolved «that it be a recommendation 
that the different State organisations discuss 
the question of under and over export adjust
ment and report to next meeting of the Tree 
Fruit Committee.'' 

Tree Fruits for New Zealand: Serious com
plaints were received from New Zealand 
agents, that during the present year they have 
had considerable trouble in obtaining con:firm
ation of orders from Australian agents, in con
nection with apricots, peaches, nectarines and 
pears, and they have asked that the Associa
ti-on should consider the question of establish
ing a clearing house, where all orders could 
be sent, in order to avoid delay in confirmation, 
and the uncertainty as to whether supplies were 
available. The Committee recommended that 
during the time of the Federal Council, agents 
be requested to consider making provision for 
a clearing house, where· orders for dried tree 
fruits from New Zealand agents could be sub
mitted. 

Prunes-Western Australia: It was agreed 
that prunes be placed on the same basis regard
ing interstate additions, as other dried tree 
fruits. 

Sub-Standard Prunes: A discussion took 
place regarding the difficulties of disposing 
of prun,es smaller than 120 to the lb., and it 
was decided that the State Dried Fruits Boards 
and the Department of Commerce be ap
proached with a view of amending their regu
lations, to provide for the elimination of the 
provision under their regulations, which allows 
of the packing of prunes smaller than 120 to 
the lb. when packed, and also that the regu
lations in regard to the· requirements of the 
quality of fruit, which is allowed to be packed 
as «choice," "standard" and "plain," be more 
strictly enforced. 

The Board of Managemen.t approved of the 
above minutes. 

A Dutch inventor has registered a new 
sterilising process, said to be suitable for pre
serving fruit juices, wine or milk. A company 
is being floated in England to exploit the mar
ket. Air-tight packing is claimed to make 
possible the keeping of such contents for any 
length of time. 
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