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GROWERS URGED TO DRY MORE TREE FRUITS 
Urgent Army Needs at Assured Prices 

The tremendous demand for tree fruits for civil and defence force require
ments is causing a problem to the industry. Orders are already; in sight tbat 
will absorb the total output at Commonwealth rates, and growers who set out 
to supply this fruit are assured of good returns. . At the recent Federal Coun
cil of the A.D.F.A. it was' stated that there are many trees in the areas that are 
neglected insofar as commercial returns are concerned. The average hold
ing carries a few trees, and in the aggregate over the thousands of holdings, an 
appreciable tonnage could be marketed instead of being allowed to largely go 
to waste. In the Red Cliffs district, for example, there are very large quan- · 
tities of Elberta peaches left lying on the ground every year, and yet this is a 
good drying peach well worth drying at the rates offering. The same appLes 
to apricots and prunes, which are worth £90-100 and £50-60, respectively, 
per ton dried. 

TREATMENT IS SIMPLE 
The treatment is simple and does not in

volve a costly plant for· the small l'ots under 
discus·sion. The harvesting comes at a time 
that lea,st int·ederes with the general working 
of the blocks, and for a fe.w hours work each 
day over a .short period the grower will be 
well repaid. The trays can be improvised 
from old cases sufficient to deal with the small 
lots. The multiple dip tank makes quite a 
good sulphur chamber, but ca:re .should be 
taken to prevent the rusting _effects of the 
fumes. 

The following outline. of the practiee as .set 
out in the official A.D.F.A. pamphlet is given. 
It should be noted that, under the Dried Fruits 
Act, the fruit must be packed in a registered 
p:a.cking house. Indeed, this is essential, hav· 
ing, r'ega.rd to finishing off treatment and gene" 
ral grade standards. Growers are asked to 
consider this effort to ·save every ounce of 
fruit as a duty. T'he aTmy demand is bas·ed 
-on the high food value of this fruit for tro-ops 
under field conditions, and by helping with the 
.supply the grower is doing his bit-and a.t a 
very remUnerative rate. It should be pos
sible for several growers adja.cent to each 
other to arrang·e, a community· plant to some 
extent and RO ,save undue duplication. The 
matter is one that could be taken up with ad
vantage by A.D.F.k branches with a view of 
a maximum output. 

The following are the instructions:-

Branches in 

All States 

APRICOT, PEACHES, PEARS, NECTARINES 
The following are therefore recommenda· 

tions to which the committee urges growers 
to conform:-

1. Reject faulty fruit in the orchard before 
processing, and again in the pitting shed. 

2. Keep diffel"ent varieties separate, right 
up to the shed door. 

3~ Do not mix over"ripe and under"ripe fruit 
on the same trays. 

4. K6ep trays and .sweats clean. 
Fficking.-In picking operations the fruit 

should be car,e,fully hand picked, not knocked 
down from the toPs of trees with bamboos. 
Clean newspapers should be placed in the bot:. 
tom of all picking boxes, ·baskets or buckets, 
which should be filled to half capacity on_ly, 
and then placed in the shade or promptly 
c:arted to the pitting shed. 

Cutting and Pitting.-The fruit ·should be 
cleanly cut to give finish to the cut edges, and 
fruit of different· varieties, or damaged fruit, 
should be, placed on separate trays. Trays 
clean. Excellent fruit has often been reduced 
in grade through having been placed on dusty 
or gritty trays. 

Damaged Fruit will never, .of cours,e, give a 
good sample, ·and therefore to g.et the best 
quality it is essential to reject hail-marked or 
grasshoppefcmarked fruit, and windfall fruit 
which i.s badly bruised, ov,e-r"ripe, or immature. 
It may be necessary for- a grower to dry some 
doubtful fruit, btit if it is dried, it must be 
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kept on separate trays and not mixed in with 
good quality fruit. 

Immature Fruit.-The presence of immature 
pi'eces in dried apricots, peaches, pears and 
nectarines leads to very rigid inspection. The 
Department of Commerce is adamant that they 
must be kept out of the pack, and this at the 
packing house can only be done by costly 
hand"picking, which must h8· a charge against 
the grower. 

Br-uised Fruit will not as a rule take the sul
phur, and comes out in black or badly discolor· 
ed pieces which cannot be packed, -f(nd these 
have to be removed. 

OVer-ripeness cannot be avoided at times, 
but the dried fruit obtained can only pack a 
"slab," and therefol"e should be put on .separ
ate trays. 

Windf~lis.---1n peaches may be immature, 
and pear windfalls are generally immature, 
and will ne·ver make a good dried sample. 
They should not be dried. 

Pears infested with codlin moth do not make 
a good dried fruit sample, as it often leaves a 
woody patch around the infestation. If dried 
all traces of the moth should be 11emoved -in 
the cuttirig operations. 

Where different varieties of apricots, 
peaches, nectarines, and pears, are being, dri-ed, 
they should be dried on sep.arate trays, and 
'1{ept ·separate· when delivelled to the packing 
houses. 

Sulphuring is very important, and too much 
care cannot be ·exercised in this o-peration if 
the best r·esults are desired. 

Growers of apricots cannot ·do better than 
follOw the practfce recommended by Mr. W. R. 
Jewell. A copy of his Notes on Sulphuring 
are set out at the end of this pamphlet. 

W·hen removing the fruit from the trays, 
growers are strongly recommended to pick out 
obviously damaged and black pieces. Ikis much 
·easier and l,es..s costly to pick out the faultY_ 
fruit at this stage than after it is in the sweat 
boxes. 

Transport to Pa.cking House· should be done 
in boxes. The fruit arrives in better condi· 
tion than when packed in bags .. 

With Peaches, the best sample 1.s obtained 
from fruit which is picked when well colored, 
but ·firm, and allowed to stand in cases in the 
shed for a couple of days before pitting. A 
more even sulphuring and de·eper, richer yel· 
low color is obtained in this way. In practice 
pickers--shoul-d tip their fruit (from the bottom 
of picking bags) on to a fabric"covered grading 
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table in the- orchard. Here the fruit is grad-ed 
(by grower or responsible employee) into 
three grades-ripe, which is dealt with 1n the 
shed at once; well colored, but firm, which 
forms the bulk of the pick, and is stored for 
a coupl,e of days till "eating soft" before pit
ting; and thirdlY, greener fruit which is un
avoidably picked, and is also stored until ripe. 
This last clas-s is graded again before pitting, 
and, 1l'f course, a small proporti'on of fruit that 
was too green when p-icked is eventually dis
carded. This method giv,es the best possible 
sample, because bruising of fruit (being, pick
ed firm) is reduced to a minimum; there _;s 
much less chance of a wind bringing most of 
the crop to the ground than if the fruit were 
fully ripened on the tree; and gr-eater time 
can elapse between pickings. 

A .slight variation in pTiactice would be nec
e::;sary when growers pick into dip tin:a. 

With regard to sulphuring, peaches take 
roug.hly about 12 lb. per ton, but temperature 
plays a large part, and allowance should be 
made for this, both as to quantity .and tilne of 
sulphuring. When the -skin slips easily off 
the fruit when touched, a satisfactory sulphur
ing has been achieved; th'81~e will, of course, 
be varying amounts of juice in the cup, de
pending, on -the stage o-f ripeness. 

With Pear-s, this fruit s·houid be properly 
ripened in box,es, and covered with something 
suitable to keep the fruit in the dark. A 
more even ripening and no withering result 
from this practice. They need e~en more sul
phur thran peaches, and temperature again 
play:s an important part. Sometimes it is 
necessary to sulphur twice if the fruit shows 
it to be neees.sary. Pears are not properly 
sulphured until the whole half is so soft that 
it cannot b~ picke·d np by hand; there sihould 
be no hard spots anywhere. As the softening 
caused. by sulphur starts from the edge, the 
core portion should be felt, and until all hard
ness has gone, the fruit i-s not sufficiently .sul
phured. 

Pears stacked and dried in stacks straight 
from the sulphur house produce a waxy color, 
somewhat translucent fruit, and take a long 
time to dry. If, however, the trays are l~id 
on the ground for one to four days (depending 
on the weather), the surface moisture dries 

. out, and the finished article is the bright can
ary yellow. Care s-hould be taken not to leave 
the fruit expo-sed too long, or browning of the 
edges will take place, and it should be imme
diately stacked and finished _drying, in this way 
at the first indications of browning. 

As mice .are particulaxly fond of pear seeds 
in the. dried fruit, and make a terrible mess .of 
them, every care .should be taken to guard 
against this pest. 

1PRUNES 
The_ modern method of tenderising to pr.o

duce the full processed prune, now popular on 
_the markets, calls ,fnr prunes having a sound 
.skin, and to assure the best results it is essen~ 
tial that the grower gives careful thought to 
the harvesting and drying. The conspicuous 
defects in recent y·e8.rs have been:-

Over-dipping. 
Inclusion of immature fruit. 
Broken skin-s .. 
Exp-osure to weather after dipping. 

The best Robes and D'Agens are obtained 
from fruit which has ripened on the tree, and 
dropped off. They should not be pulled or 
shaken off. 

'The best market Sam:Pfes .of prunes are ob: 
tained from thoroughly ripe fruit. 

In gathering; up the prune, only the th'or
ough1y iipe and sound fruit should be collect
ed. 

There are three intervals in the ripenii:J.g of 
prunes. The first prunes that ripen do not as 
a rule contain th'e same amount of sugar as 
tho,se that ripen -in tbe second and third 
stages. As P.runes that are deficient in sugar 
are subject to mould and also to an incrusta
tion of sugar on the surface,_- which is some
times mistaken by consumers for mould to 
the depreciation of th'8ir value, it is recom
mended that the prunes that ripen first be 
kept separate from the main ripening and dis
posed of immediately they are ready for con
sumption. This first ripening invari:ably falls, 
if it is allowed to do so, and as a matter of 
practice it should be .allowed to fall, and 
should never be picked. A large percentage 
of the, second ripening .stage will also fall 
when sufficiently ripe, but as a rule the fruit 
Df the thinl ripening :stag,e will require to be 
picked, as they :Seem to adhere very tightly to 
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the branches, even after they are fully ripe. 
In all cases it is most important that the 

fruit should b-e allowed to attain its full per
centage of sugar before drying, and all unde
v-eloped fruit should be discarded. As the 
fruit is permitted to drop to th-e ground, pre
cautions should be taken by the grower to see 
that the surface i:. loose and free from clods; 
in fact, the careful grower will tak-e the pre
caution of raking around the base of the tree 
and outwards for a sufficient distance to catch 
any fruit that may drop from the spreading 
branches. 

It is essential to pick up daily. 
Varieties such as Robes must not be left 

lying in the sun :a 'minute longer than neces-
sary. 

DIPPING AND CURING 
Having gathered the ripe fruit, a quantity of 

waVer is placed in a v-essel of any convenient 
dimensions to a depth of not less than 18 
inches. Caustic soda is then adde!l to the 
water, and the whole brOught to the boil. The 
percentage of caustic requir·ed for the d•e,sired 
purpose varies from 1 lb. caustic soda to 40 
gallons of wa.ter for D' Agens, and 1 lb. to 50 
or 60 gallons for Robes ·or similar varieties. 
More prunes' ar·e spoilt by over--d.ip-ping than 
any other fault. 'Th•e water should be kept 
b-oiling, and the prunes placed in a ~,-inch mesh 
wire basket, known as :a dipping basket, or a 
well-perforated dipping bucket. 

It is impossible to state any fixed proportion 
for the solution-th-e correct strength can only 
be arrived at by te.sting. This Bhould be done 
by placing a few typical prunes in the dipping 
basket, and immersing, them for periods of 
from one to five seconds. It is pre·ferable 
that the dipping should be as momentary as 
possible. If, therefore, it ta.kes five seconds 
to bring about 'the desired amount of cracking, 
it would b-e bett·er to add a little caustic soda 
so as to reduce the period of immersion. If 
the solution is too strong it will split the fruit, 
which is most undesirable. If the solution is 
not strong enough, it will have no effect on 
the ext•erior of the fruit, but if th-e solution is 
of the correct strengtb the fruit, after being 
exposed to the air for a few seconds, should 
show a slight cracking of the skin on some of 
the fruit. 

The Imperial prun•e has a very tende1; skin, 
and only a very weak caustic solution is nec
e,ssary for this variety; in fact, boiling water 
may prove sufficient. · 

The water in the dip should be changed fre
quently, as the syrup- from th'e prunes causes 
the dip .to become slimy, and this p-revents the 
prunes from drying as quickly as when elean 
water is used in the d-ip-. A bett& quality p-rune 
is also obtain-ed. Having a.rrived at th·e cor
rect strength of the solution, dipping; may pro
ceed. It is preferable to immerse the fruit 
right to the bottom o-f the receptacle, then 
bring it to the surface, and let it drain. The 
fruit should then be immediately placed on 
woOden trays or on the drying racks, upon 
which hessian ·or calico has bee-n .spread, and 
allowed to drY. Do not expose freshly-dipped 
fruit to the hot ray.s. of the sun. If it is a 
very bright day, the trays should be S-tacked, 
and if the weather continues hot all'd bright, 
they should remain in stacks for three or four 
days before being exposed to the rays of the 
sun. The period of drying, of course, is in
fluenced by the condition of the weather. 

It will be found that th'e1 smaller fruit will 
have d.ried sufficiently be,fore the larger. The 
trays should therefore be looked over, and 
fruit sufficiently dry should be remoV'e:d. . On 
no account should- the fruit be allowed to be
come hard. It should he removed from the 
trays when it feels tough, but will not exude 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1'934, has been ap
prov'ed and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other E-sters, and the PatenteeS intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 

any JUice wh·en squeezed, and the flesh has 
turned meatY. 

Broken or faulty prun-es should be removed 
from the trays and discarded. Drying yards 
should. be free from dust, and all utensils 
should be kept thoroughly clean. 

Prunes should not be dipped while the fruit 
is hot, and should always be left in 'the shad-e, 
dipped, and spread on the trays in the later 
afternoon or evening. 

When being drie·d on trays, the fruit must 
be turn•ed regularly during; th-e curing process. 
Much fruit is wasted through neglect of this. 

Prunes must be thoroughly cured before be
ing sent to packing houses. Many growers 
lose money through not ~etting their fruit 
th-oroughly dry. Mould and rapid deteriora
tion result. 

SULPHURING APRICOTS 
(By W. R. JEWELL)' 

Recommended Pr-ocedure Issued by the Dried 
Fruits Processing Committee. 

With the introduction of the "moist pack'p 
for dried .stone fruits, particularly :a.pricots, 
modification of existing recommended proce
dure is necessary. Briefly, whereas with the 
dried pack it is esse-ntial to limit the sulphur
dioxide content, the mDist pack, because of 
more rapid loss of S02 and color, demands a 
more highly sulphured apricot. ' 

Experience has .shown that present methods 
generally result in a product considerably be
low the statutory maximum, and too low for 
moist pack purposes. . Sulphuiing .. the'I'"efore 
might well be prolonged without infringement 
of health regulations and with an improve
ment in both the dl'y and the rri:oist packs. 

Examination of ·commercial sample shows 
that there is deci-ded d-epreciation in ~alue 
when growers fail to grade the fruit prior to 
sulphuring. Every effort ,should be made 
both during picking and pitting to ensure that 
one uniform grade of fruit is suJphured separ
ate-ly. 

Bec-ause of the foregoing, the procedure for 
.sulphuring apricots has been reconsidered~ 
and amended as follows:-

(a) Maturity-It i·s essential that all fruit be 
picked ·~e·ating-Iipe," an·d that iminature, over
ripe, or damag.ed fruit should be pickeQ and 
processed Beparately or discarded altogether. 
When pitting apricots, it is essential to make 
a further se~ection, discarding from the main 
pack all b-ut uniform and sound fruit. This 
has not been a general practice in the past, 
and a depreciated mixed pack has resulted. 

All fruit in one sulphuring chamber must be 
of uniform maturitY, to yiel-d a uniformly su1-
phure.d product. It is recognised that firm 
fruit absor-bs sulphur less readily than ripe. 
and general gives an unsatisfactory product. 

(15) Type of Chamber-.-lt is ·recommended 
that an air-tight chamber be used, the cover
ing of which should be of some light maDerial, 
e.g., "malthoid." In the case of movable 
hoods, precaution should be taken to prevent 
inirf':.ss of air at the base of the hood, as, for 
example, by usin~ compacted moist earth 
around the bottom. 

A number of small air-tight chambers is re
commended in preference to one larg,e one, so 
that fruit sh-ould not: be held for any l-ength bf 
time after cutting an-d before s.ulphUTing. For 
example, when using 6-ft. x 3-ft. trays, the size 
of the chRmber should be sufficient_ to accom
modate a stand of about fifteen trays, with a 
cl'earance of about six -inches. b-etween the 
trays and the sides and top of the chamber. 
Tray,s should be "staggered" six inches when 
stacking. 

A vent hole, one inch iu diameter, should he 
provided in the roof o·f the chamber close to 
the wall farthest from the sulphur tire when 
one fire is used, or in the centre of the roof 
where a fire is us1ed at each end of the cham
ber. 

A moveable .sUde, preferably of glass, is a 
desirable adjunct in order to view the condi
tions inside the chamber an-d to- test the con
dition of samples of the fruit. 

(c) Quantity of Sulphur.-Eight lbs. of sul
phur per ton of fresh-cut fruit should prove 
ample, and it is essential that the sulphur be 
dry in order to burn rea.dily, The sulphur pit 
should preferably be located just inside at one 
o-r both ends of the chamber, with a free en
trance into the chamber and a small inlet vent 
to the sulphur pit. 

The sulphur should burn readily during the 
time the fruit i,s in the chamber, and slight 
fumes should be apparent issuing from the 

Turn Those Fruit Trees Into Xmas Trees ' • 
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vent hole. Should thl;lse fumes cease, inspect 
the Sulphur pan. Eithe-r :r;eUght any unburnt 
sulphur or add more sulphur if none be left. 
If the sulphur be aU burnt before the expira
tion of the sulphuring p-eriod, it is an indic·a
tion of excessive draught through the hood. In 
subsequent sulphurings reduce the draught by 
reducing the size of the inlet and exit vents. 
and examine7 -the hood for general leakage. 
It is d'esirable so to regulate the draught that 
the requisite quantity of .sulphur burn through
out the sulphuring peTiod, and be pr-actically 
burnt out at the expiration of that period. 

The weight of fruit in a charge should be 
ascertained by weighting the quantity of pit
ted fruit on two or three trays; the average 
per tray and the total weight per charg.e can 
then be obtained. Calculate the amount of 
sulphur necessary, weigh this, and measure 
the volume in a container; Thereafter it 
would be sufficiently accurate to measure the 
·Same volume_ of. sulphur each time a similar 
number of trays is sulphured. · 

(d) State of Fruit.-It 'is desirable to sul
phur as quickly as possible aft'er cutting, pre
ferably Within two hours. (Hence the desira
bility, under (b),- ·of a number of small cham
bers). 

Fruit should be stacked from the bottom up
wa:rds in the order in which it is cut. Fresh
ly-cut fruit absorbs sulphur-dioxide m-ore readi
ly than that cut some time prior to sulphur
ing, and this arrangement of stacking allows 
the driest fruit to be in contact With the maxi
mum density of warm sulphur fumes, thus 
tending to uniform sulphuring results. 

(e) 1Period of Exposure.-Under average 
summer day temp-eratures, six to eight hours• 
-exposure to the sulphur fumes is considered 
sufficient to preserve the color Without over
sulphuring; on very hot day,s six hours should 
be sufficient. The longer period of exposure 
should be adopted when it is known that the 
product is to be "moist-packed."* 

It is essential that the qua'ntity of sulphur 
and . the rate of-- draught be so adjusted that 
sulphur is burning during 'the whole of th•e 
fmlphuring, period. 

(f) CharaCteris-tics qf Sulphured Fruit.-The 
filling of the cups with juice is1 not necessarily 
a reliable indication of satisfactory sulphur
ing, as fruit in this condition may frequently 
be over~sulphured. 

Correctly sulphured fruit is usually charac
terised by an easily detachable :Skin, with dis
tinct exudation of juice into the cup and a 
general evenness of color of the cut surface. 

*•Mr. W. McCutche-on, fruit instructor at 
Curlwaa, sets out the following table, for when 
it is not kno·wn whether the fruit i.s to be sold 
as a "moist" or a "dry" pack. 
Shade Temperature Peri-od of Exp-osure 

Over 100 degrees 3!-4 hours 
90-99 " 4-5 
8~89 " ~6 
70-79 " 6~8 

Under 70 " 8 
To be effectiv-e sulphur must burn during 

the whole period. 

The Troops Need Tree Fruits 
Don't Let 

Them Waste On Your Block! 

Ber:ri Branch A.D.F.A. 

LABOR BUREAU SUCCESSFUL 
At the annual meeting of this active branch, 

p-resid-ed by the president of the branch, Mr. 
R. Curren, presenting a report on th-e years 
work ·dealt With the establishment of a labor 
bureau for the harvesting period. Although 
it had been started late it had functioned well, 
and 280 picke-rs had been placed. It was de
cided to again conduct a similar scheme for 
the coming harvest and to commence the pre
liminary work l!l-UCh earlier. 

NUMBER OF INSPECTORS IN PACKING 
HOUSES 

A question was raised in regard to the num
ber of inspectors employed in the packing 
houses. The chairman reported that owing 
to tile "Scattered nature of the SoUth- Austra
lian part of the industry the Board cqnsidered 
that the pre-sent ·numbers were necessary. It 
was as a result of a meeting held a year pre
viously that the "g;rader" was eliminated from 
their packing house during the past s-eason. 
He considere-d that under the present system 
where fruit is sold on the certificate Of an 
officer of the department there was little 
chance of any 3Jteration to the numbers at 
present. 

PRICE OF FRUIT 
Dealing with the price of fruit, a resolution 

for the State Confel"ence was carried. It was 
to the effect that the A.D.F.A. be instructed to 
take whatever means was necessar,.v to ob
tain for the grower a price comm-ensurate With 
the gost of production. The rising cost of 
materials and labor should be taken into ac-
count when determining the price of the fruit., 

ELECTION OF COMMITTEE 
Messrs., R. Curren, F. H. Nixon, H. H. Stone, 

E. J. Moritz, A. C. Ingerson, A. P. Wishart and 
P. B. Thomas were appointe-d to the commit
tee. Mr. R. Curren being elected chairm'an. 
and Mr. H. H. Stone, secretary, 

Spraying Experiments With 
Vines 

SUP1ERIORIIIY OF BORDEAUX MIXTURE 
Experiments carried _out by the Viticultural 

Branch of the New South Wales Department 
of Agriculture during the spring and summer 
months of the seasons 1939-40 and 1940-41, in 
which certain proprietary fungicides were 
tried out ag.ainst Bordeaux mixture as a gene
ral spray, four sprayings being given in each 
case, showed Bordeaux mixture to be superior. 
One proprietary mixture, appli-ed as an early 
spray, did not burn as much as Bordeaux, but 
when applied as a late spray adhered too 
much to the berries, spoiling the appearance 
of the grapes. 

In the 1940-41 tests a cuprouS oxide mixture 
was applied at the rates of 1 lb. to 24, 32 and 
40 gallons of water, but not any of these mix
tures prov.ed -satisfactory. Not only did the 
sprayed vines lack the healthy appearance of 
those sprayed with BO-rdeaux mixture, but the 
foliage began to fall early in the season and 
the grapes did not ripen properly. In the 
1939-40 te,sts stronger mixtures of cuprous 
oxide were used, but these proved too :severe. 

THE MllDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fmits and Citms. 

Packed under the well-known 

«PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S. W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requi,ites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made, 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 

WORK OF PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE 
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Good Results From "Soldier" 
Cut-out 

70,1100 COOKERY BOOKS FOR 
NEW YEAR 

In a recent report on the activities of the 
committee, the chairman, Mr. P. J. Moloney •. 
after dealing with the details of the itinerary 
of the Publicity Officers, covering; the several 
S-tates, refers to the opeJI'lations .at the recent 
shows where record S'ales. were the ·order. He 
states that the c-ommittee is sattsfl.ed that th•e 
public dBmand is increasing. The new cook~ 
ery book .revised by Miss Ruth Evans, of the 
Department of Domestic Arts, covers over 100 
re-cipes, and will be available in the new year. 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 

The committee is -continuing its policy of 
concentrating on window displays in the dif
ferent states and this practical f-orm of adver
tising i-s producing highly satisfactory a-esults. 
The 1Publicity Officers are meeting with whole
heart•e-d co-opera-tion from the grocery trade9 
and are experiencing no difficulty in securing 
splendid windows in prominent shopping posi· 
tions m the suburban and metropolitan areas. 
As proof of the importance of bringing dried 
fruits under IDe immediat·e notice of the pub
lic, the manager of a leading Melbourne store 
reported to the committee that dW'ing a dried 
fruits window display at his ·store from 21st 
July to 11th August,~ over 2,000 sampl'e pac
kets of sultanas and raisins, at 3d. each, were 
disposed of and that, in addition, an appreci· 
able increase in sales -of dried fruits took place 
whilst the exhibit was showing. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 

The new post'e-r for the Melbourne trams 
and Sydney ferries has just been printed, and 
will be 'released at the same time as the new 
issue of tbe Gommittee's recipe book. 

Five hundred peach ·box covers have been 
·printed for circulation to display contractors 
i:q. the various States for use as requir-ed. The 
design is ,similar tQ that used for some ye-ars 
on apric.ot boxes. ' , 

Supplies of price tickets have also been for
warded to display contractors in the variou..~ 

States. 
·An additional 2,000 "Soldier" cut-outs have 

now been distributed throug-hout th-e Common
wealth, and are receiving very favorable com
ment. These "Soldier" cut-outs -have proved 
very popular amongst business houses. A 
l-eading Melbourne emporium has reported 
sales of between 500 and 600 parcels. for over
seas daily, including those -sent :to the fighting 
forces. The majority of these contain at 
least two pounds of dried vine fruits, and also, 
With VerY f'ew exceptions, either a tinned plum 
pudding or a tinned fruit cake. 

This unprecedented volume of orders has 
been rec_eived since the 1st Septemheir, 1941, 
making a total of some 12,000 parcels for the 
month of September-being 300 per cent. more 
than for th,e corresponding pe'li.Od last year 
and slightly more than the total number of 
parcels forwarded between the 1st September, 
19·40, and Christmas, 1940~ 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ARMY COOKS 

E~onowing a report that army cooks were 
spoiling tree fruit dishes by failure to soak 
the f·ruit properly, it has been deci-ded to print 
350,000 copies of a slip, which, by arrange
ment with packers, will be inserted in each 
box. This will point out the correct method 
of preparing the fruit, with particular refer
ence to tenderi.sed prunes which do riot re
quire soaking before use. 

RADIO 

Mr. Moloney .reports that, from inf-ormation 
received, the faCtual broadcast of the industry 
was well received by the public, and considertt 
that the value should be hig.h. Reports from 
the producing areas favo-r the- session. 

As a result of representations recently made 
by, the- committ·ee to the Rt. Hon. Sir Earle 
Page, -notification has now been received from 
the Commonwealth Department of Information 
that dried fruits would be included in futur-e 
radio anq Press campaigns advertising the 
greater use of Australian-grown products. It is 
considered that this constant reference to dried 
fruits over the ai-r and in Press advertisements 
provides splendid publicity-at no cost to the 
committee. 



r - ----- -- -
I! 

4 

"GUS" TRY 

AN APPRECIATION 
(By G.J.E.) 

"Gus" Try who died suddenly in his office 
m Sydney on Friday, 15th August, was a :line 
character. a wonderful companion, a splendid 
family man, and an ideal public servant. He 
ha-d worked for over 14 year,s for the Dried 
Fruits Industry, having been secretary of the 
New South Wales Board since its creation. 

As one who trayelled with Mr. Try very fre· 
quently and was nearly always in daily con 
tact with him; I was in a good position to 
know him very well, and to know him was to 
respect him. H8 was the most unselfish of 
men. He alvmy,s tried to put himself last 
in any plans and to think of other.s rather than 
himself. 

Our late friend was nothing, if not thorough. 
He received his early training in the Lands 
Department, and that usually results in de~ 
veloping great accuracy and care. Soon after 
joining the staff of the Irrigation Commission, 
he became marked out for high class work, 
and later when a secretary was required for 
the New South Wales Board, we ha.d the man 
ready-made.- All through those early pioneering 
days before his State had come completely in
to line with Victoria and South Australia, Gus 
carried a great deal of the burden, and did his 
part nobly. Leaders of the industry will re
member those far off times and will recognise 
that there were many difficulties. Most of 
them ha.d to be solved by the secretaries work
ing loyally With the Board members and with 
all those other men -who have done so much 
to organise for the producer. 

Gu.s Try always kept foremost in his mind 
the co-operative principles which were the 
basis of the "control" legislatio:p.. All were to 
be treated fairly and alike. He never forgot 
this in carrying out his administrative work. 
He had the faculty of appreciating the othei
man's point of view, and this made him broad
minded in his outlook. 

Adding to his other attributes, our late Sec
retary had the ·saving grace of humor. This 
increased his attractiveness as a companion. 
Also, he thought so hig.hly of the leaders of 
the Dried Fruits Industry that" he felt it a 
privilege to work with and for them. 

When the Dairying Industry found it neces
sary to .seek legislation to fairly divide the 
ihome and export market, it was in New S'outh 
Wales that guidance was sought as to how the 
dried fruits .system had work·ed. The natural 
sequence was that the dried fruits legislation 
w.as taken as a guide, and Gus Try had a great 
deal to do in bringing the dairy products 
under similar control. Associated with him was 
the late Mr. M. P. Dunlop, M.L.C., who also 
passed away a fortnight before our friend. 
The highest tributes were paid to both men 
at a meeting of the Dairy Products Boa.cd a 
few days ago. 

Both of Mr. Try's sons have been . overseas 
for many months; one with the R.A.A.F: (now 
Itep'Orted a prisoner of war), and the other 
with the A.I.F. This family separation was 
face-d by -Gus calmly, recognising as he did the 
dire need of fighting men. Their absence 
from Mrs. Try and her daughter at such a time 
adds greatly to the sadn·ess brought into all 
their lives. Life is largely what we ma.ke of 
it, and there must be some comfort in the 
knowl~dge that Gus Try did his part well, both 
by his family and his career. The pity is that 
we did not have many more years of his com· 
panionship. 

Patriotism 
PILOT-OFFICER TRY NOW P.O.W. 

We learn with relief that the young,er son 
of Mrs. Try, who was reported missing short~ 
ly after his father's death, is now oflicially re~ 
ported a prisoner of war in Germany. Ken, 
who is ag.ed 20 years, was engaged as. a pilot 
of a Hurricane escorting bombers in a swoop 
over France on Septeii).ber 18. The remain
ing son, Lanc·e, is with the A.I.F. in the Mid
die East. 

Mr. George J. Evatt, Chairman of the New 
South Wales S-tate Board, and Irrigati-on Com
mission, states in a letter that the suspense 
was an ordeal to Mrs. Try, whose burden was 
already heavy. It is the mor,e pleasing to 
know that her sons are s.afe. To add to a 
fine Australian family patriotism, the daugh· 
ter, Lynette, is trained as an emergency 
driver in the Women's National Defence 
League. Indeed a fine fa-mily effort and in 
keeping with the spirit of service shown by a 
fine man. 
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THE LATE MR. G. A. TRY 

THE INDUSTRY LOSES A GOOD FR~END 
The death of Mr. Gus Try, .secretary of the 

New South Wales State Boar-d, at the early 
age of 58 is deeply regretted throughout the 
Dried Fruits Industry. His sudden collapse at 
his desk means the loss of a great fri·end to 
leaders and gr.owe-rs alike, of one· who, from 
his oft expressed admiration of its soun-d prin~ 
c1ples and successful marketing org.anis-ation, 
did his- utmost for its well-being. His keen 
interest and sound advice was greatly valued 
by -leaders of the Dried Fruits Industry, and 
its executives throughout the producing 
States, and many grateful references to his 
work and. ever helpful attitude have been 
made. 

The 1ate- Mr. 'Try joined the New South 
Wales Lands Department in 1901, and later 
entered the service of the \.-Vater Conserva
tion and Irrigation commission, whe!l'e he oc
cupied the position of Chief Clerk at the time 
of his· death. 

On the passing of the Dried Fruits Act in 
1927, he became the first secretary Of the 
DTied Fruits Board. 

Block by courtesy "Primary Producer," N.S.W. 

During the re-dra.fting of the Diried Fruits 
Act in the several States Mr. T'ry's wide ex~ 
perience was of high value. He was also 
secretary· of the Dairy Products Board from 
its· inception in 1934. His g.reat organising 
capacity was further recog.nise-d when he was 
made Joint-Secretary of the last Rer:ferendum 
campaign, and also when he was selected as 
Organising Secretary to the important Empire 
Producers Conference in 1938. 

SERVI,CES -"PPRECIATED 

From the many ·eulogistic press reports in 
journals circulating in the dairying areas of 
New South Wales, it is gratifYing to know that 
he was held in equally high regard by that 
industry as in this d:ried fruits gr-owers' organi
sation. A fine tribute was paid to the mem
ory of this killdly man, and good friend, by 
the very_ large attendance at the Manly ce"me· 
tery, wheii- senior officers of the many depart~ 
ments of the -Land, and Water Administrations 
were present, and the Commission-ers w:ere 
represented. 

The New- South _Wales State Dried Fruifs 
Board (in the un-avoidable a.bsence of the 
Chairman, Mr. EVatt) was represented by Mr. 
C. N. Hall and Miss E. Graves. Members or 
the Board who have recorded deep personal 
regret at the loss of a fine colleag;ue, were un

. able to attend on account of train schedules 
from their far distant areas. The Dried 
Fruits Industry was widely represented, and 
a very representative gathering of leaders in 
the Dairying Industry paid a fine tribute. 

The pas.sing of one who did so inuch to help 
the growers and the Industry as a whole over 
the several crises in the past 16 years, is a 
real loss, particularly at a time when the rapid 
changing of events makes the services of such 
men invaluable. To Mrs. Try and family we 
extend, through this growers' paper, our sin~ 
cere sympa.thy, and appreciation of a fine man, 
and his services to us. 

Tribute By Mr. H. D. Howie, 
O.B.E. 

CHAIRMAN AUSTRALIAN FRUITS 
ASSOCIATION 

The late Mr. Try did much towards the wei· 
fare of the Drted Fruits Industry, and his pass
ing must mean a loss to growers in whos·e 
servic.e.s he gave his best; always with a 
national view of an Australian industry. 

Following the serious position that arose in 
1925 when the indUstry had to seek legislative 
as.gistance, the State Hoards were formed. 
From that period right through the several 
critical developments occasioned by legal de
cisions, their reprecussions, and consequent 
re-adjustments, I hav,e always been impressed 
with his ability to separate the essentials from 
the ma,s-s of details involved in t~e many' prob-
lems facing the industry. ; 

Growers, li'lnd the industry generally, owe a 
g;r.eat deal to men like the late Mr. Try who~ 
under the chairmanship of Mr. G. J. Evatt, 
has been .Secretary of the New South Wales 
Dried Fruits, Board since its. inception in 1927. 

While it has been generally cons·idered by 
growers, that our Dried Fruits Association is 
the pa.ramount body, and the main driving 
force in- the recent re~:adjustments over the 
past d·ecade or so, it has to be realised that 
the solvency· of the in{lustry today depends t-o 
a considerable extent, on the legislation they 
have sought, and on the liberal interpretation 
of the s·ervice it must aff"ord to both producer 
and consumer by the. Boards established to 
administer it. In thi.s rega.rd Mr~· Try, a.s the 
executive officer of the New South Wales 
B-oard, had a facility for the p.roper action 
that was impressive, and one that was, surely 
of great value to his Board a.nd to the industry 
generally. 

It is with regret that I pay thi.s well deserv
ed tribute to the memory of a man for whom I 
had a ·high personal regard. The Board of the 
A.D.F·.A. has recorded its official appreciation 
of his value to the industry, and it was par
ticularly gratifying, to me to hear the expres
sions of• opinion by its members who have 
learn·ed the value of the late Mr. G. A. Try. 

Dried. Fruits For Distillation 

T ARAC COMPANY IN FULL SWING 
Growers will remember the details of the 

negotiations in r.egard to the disp-osal of sub
type fruit for distillation, when contracts were 
made by the A.D.F.A. for the sale of this fruit 
to the Tarac ·coiapany. This action followed 
the refusal of ·the Commonwealth to allow the 
sale of this type of fruit for bounty spiTit. 

Und:er the contract the whole of the A.D.F.A. 
packing houses have sent the sub-type fruit 
and tailings for treatment at the Berri sec
tion of the Company, and from what would 
have been a total waste is nqw being derived 
thousands of gallons of pow.e-r alcohol and 
large quantities of cream of tartar; the weekly 
output of power alcohol being approximately 
4,000 gallons. An interesting note is that 
this development has been made possibl:e, as 
a commercial prop-osition largely as the result 
of the war; cream of tartar no longer being 
imported, and a .!ready sale for power alcohol, 
having .vegard to the petrol position. 

This spirit can be conveniently used in con~ 
junction with petrol in a car engine by the 
fitting of a small auxiliary tank connected to 
the carburettor through a very simple· adjus
te:r, 

SUN-MAID SELLS TEN MILLION NEW 
PENNY CARTONS 

The ten-millionth "Penny'' package of Sun· 
Maid raisins was shipped a few days aio, just 
three weeks after this new is-ounce size was 
offered foi- sale throughout the country, rep-orts 
the Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association. 
Fresno. Th·e "Pennies f,rom Sun~Maid'' were 
originally designed as an -aid to grocers in 
ma.k;ing, chang€ on Federal food .stamps. ~he 
little packages, hoWever, have made such a 
hit with the general pubic that the f-ood stamp 
plan is no longer an important factor in their 
distribution, Sun~Maid says. 

Original estimates, based on sales in five 
test markets, indicated that it would take 11 
weeks to move the first 10,000,000 packages. 
Instead, but three weeks wer-e required. Dis· 
tribution of the Sun~Maid penny package has 
so far been confined to retail groce·ry stores 
because it is primarily an advertising piece to 
remind the housewife of the iregular Sun-Maid 
packages. •·'California li'ruit News" 
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Seventeenth Annual Report of the Export Control Board 

War Increases Responsibilities 

Levies To Be Again Reduced 
The report, by the chairman, Mr. W. C. F. Thomas, C.I3.E., is outstanding 

for the fact that it records the complete quittanc~ of the 1941 crop within the 
season. 13ehind this statement lies a tremendous amount of involved details 
and negotiations, and a heavy responsibility on the Board and its executive 
officers. The dried fruits industry is particularly fortunate in its availabiEty 
of markets, and the ships to carry to them. It also is fortunate in the goodwill 
and the preferences it has established overseas. Board members have often 
expressed the opinion that the foresight and sound judgment of the late Mr. 
Alex. F. Bell, C.M.G., did much to engender this happy position. 

The Board is responsible for the fixing of 
prices and conditions of sale, and the arrange· 
ments for export -of approximately 80 per Cent. 
of our crop; and when due regard is taken 
of the vicissitudes of the many markets and 
the fact that it has obtained reasonable re
turns, says much for its administration and 
the work of its officers overseas. 

The •war time ,problems have increased the 
responsibility. The negotiations for wartime 
sales having reg,ard to the conditions overseas 
and the rising co.sts here are uot easy and 
strong representations are being made in Lon· 
don for the coming crop. On the succe-ss of 
these depends the welfare of growers, and par
ticularly currant growers, whose returns from 
an over-supplied mark!? .. have suffered, and Qll 
whose behalf a special effort is being mad~:~. 
This is ·but a brief outline of the main prob
lems and operati-ons of this important Board. 
the personnel of which is:-

Members nominated by th-e Government Qf 
the CommQn•wealth : Mr. W. 'C. F. Thomas, 
IQ.B.E. (!Chairman -Q·f the Board); Mr. J. B. 
Murdoch; Mr. E. J. Mulvany, I.S.O. 

Members elected .by the Producers of Dried 
Fruits: Mr. H. iD. Howie, O.'B.E. (South Aus
tralia); Mr. P. Malloch (Victoria); Mr. E. J. 
·casey (Victoria); Mr. A- Yeates, !O.B.E. (West
ern Australia); Mr. -L- Mc:Leod (New South 
Wales). 

The Officers and 'C-orrespondents of the 
Board are: Secreta:fy, R. A. Marx; Economic 
Adviser, E. J. Mulvany, LS.O. 

London Agency of the Board: Regis House, 
King William Street, London, E:C.4. F'ra:q_k 
L. Mc-Dougall, C.M.G. (Chairman of the 
Agency); A. E. Gough, O.IB.E .. (Member); J. J. 
S .. scouler (Executive Member and Secretary); 
T_echnical Officer, W. P. •Garo. 

Correspondents of the Board: .Australian 
Trade ·Oommi-ssioner,. Toronto, •Canada; Aus
tralian Trade Commissioner, Wellington, New: 
Zealand; Australian Government C:ommis
sioner, Batavia, Java; Australian Government 
1Commissioner, Cairo, Egypt; Australian Gov· 
ernment ,commissioner Tokio, Japan; Austra· 
Han Government Trade Oommissioner, Shang. 
hai, China; Australian Government Trade 
Coinmissioner to United States of America, 
New York; Director of Australian Trade Pub
licity in London, A.. E. Hyland. 

DEATH OF MR. A. F. BELL. C.M.G. 
The 'Board destres to place- on record its ap

preci-ation of the many messages of sympathy 
received from various parts of the world in 
respect to the death of Mr. Alex. F. Bell, 
C.M.G., who was a Member ·of the Board from 
its establishment in 'February, 1925, until hi-s 
death on the 14th August, 19'40. 

The Dried Fruit Industry has end01wed a bed 

in the Mildura 'Base Hospital and alB{) in the 
Renmark Hospital as a tribute to the memory 
of Mr. 'Bell and as a ma1k of appreciation for 
his outstanding services to the indu~try. 

HONOR TO MR. H. D. HOWIE 
The Board records its pleasure at the honor 

of O.B.E·. conferred by His Majesty the King 
on Mr. H. D. Howie (Chairm,an of the Austra· 

Dried Fruits Expo.rt Control Act, 
1924-1938 

STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER 
REGARDING THE OPERATION OF 

THE ACT 
I have pleasure in presenting to Parliar 

ment the Seventeenth Annual Report of 
the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board, which shows that the production 
of dried currants, 'sultanas and Iexiaa in· 
creased 37,217 tons in 1925 to 95,572 tons 
in 1940, but that owning to adverse wea
ther conditions the production decl~ned 
to 79,500 tons in 1941. Practically the 
whole of the 1941 exp-ort surplus, which 
it is estimated will amount to 62,000 
tons, has already been disposed of to 
the United Kingdom, Canada, New Zea~ 
land and other oversea cOuntries. 

The importance· to the Dried Fruits In· 
dustry of the tariff preferences granted 
to Empire grown fruit by the United 
Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand is 
emphasised by the Board, es:PeGially as 
thes·e countries absorb over 115 per cent. 
of the Australian export surplus. 

The report again _discloses the advan· 
tage to the Australian Dried Fruits Tn· 
dustry of the System of orderly market· 
ing established under Commonwealth 
legislation in 192ey. ; 

(Sgd.) J. M. FRASER, i 
for Minister for Commerce. ~ 

- ' ;. .................... ..,.., ............................. ,,,,,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~ 
lian Dried Fruits Ass-Qciation), who has been 
the elected Memb6r for South Australia on the 
Board since its commencement. Mr. Howie 
has, for many years, rendered most valuable 
services to the industry. 

PRODUCTION 
The production of Currants, Sultanas and 

Lexias for the year 1941 is '79,500 tons. At 
the commencement of the operations of the 
Board in 1912•5 the total production was 37,217 

' 

Bannera Co-operative ·Packing Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA, S.A. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, I21ternational Harvester 

· Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 &. 82 

tons, gradually increasing, with seasonal fiuc· 
tuations, to the. peak yield of 95,572 tons in 
1940. - The lower 1941 crop was due largely ~o 
rain damage on Ourran ts and to the seasonal 
variations in sultana yield. 

The production of Lexias at 10,700 tons is a 
record. Not only was the crop of gordo 
(Lexia) grapes a heavy one but a larger per· 
centage of the grapes was dried than usual 
due to the increased demand for Seeded 
Raisins in the local and oversea markets and 
to a reduction in the demand in other direc-
tions for the fresh grapes. 

It is a source of satisfaction to the Board 
to be able to report that the Governments of 
the State.s of New Sout.h Wales, Victoria and 
South Australia decided during the year not 
to encourage the planting of vines for the pro·
duction of dried fruits in new areas until the 
whole problem of finding markets for_ the in· 
creased production had been examined after 
the termination of the war. -

This decision was rl?.ached after joint repre
sentations on the m~tter had been ma4.e by 
the ·Commonwealth and State Dried Fruit 
Boards. 

EXPORTS 
Since 1925, when a total of 24,528 tons was· 

_s'E!nt overseas. the surplus has increased to 
77,327 (1940), and is estimat-ed at 62,000 tons 
fo.r the present season. 

The quantity and value of dried vine fruits 
exported <luring the financial years 1925·1926 
to 1940·1941 are set out in detail, and' these 
show that to Jun·e 30th, 1941, a total of 783,500 
tons, at a value of £32,944,700, had been 
handled by the Board. 

The Board this . year directed shipments to 
the various oversea markets, so that each 
licensed exporter would share equitably in the 
returns from those markets. 

Particulars of exports to each d-estination 
have for obviou.s reasons been omitted from 
this report. The information will, when it is 
possible to do so, be included in future reports. 

SALE TO GOVERNMENT OF UNITED 
KINGDOM 

The available surplus of the 1941 crop of 
dried vine fruits was sold to the .Government 
of the United Kingdom by the Commonwealth 
Government after full consultation with the 
Board. 

The prices per ton in sterling obtained for 
the fruit delivered into warehouse, United 
Kingdom ports, are:-

4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1·crown 

CURRANTS 

M.F .........•... 
(We-st Australian Currants: 
additional). 

5-c:rown 
4-crown 
3-crown 
2-croW'n 
1-crown 

SULTANAS 

LEX IAS 

per ton 
£36/10/· 

32/10/· 
29/10/· 
27/10/· 
21f/10/· 

2/· per cwt. 

per ton-· 
£46/10/· 
43/10/· 
40/10/-
36/10/· 
32/10/· 

per ton 
5·crown . . . . . . . . . . . . £46/10/· 
4-crown . . :. . .· . . . . 39/10/· 
Seeded, in lib. cartons . . 6/2 per doz. 
Seeded, in 12oz. ctn£ . . 4/102 per doz. 

APPRECIATION 
Board desires to record its thanks to the 

British Ministry of War Transport and its 
Australian representative (Sir Thomas Gor· 
don), and to the Shipping Authorities and Qr.
ganisations in Australia, for making available 
the necessary freight space to enable the fruit 
to be exPorted to the United Kingdom. 

It also wishes to record appreciation of th·e 
successful way in which the Packing Organ
i-sations and Exporters co·operated with the 
Board in the shipment of the fruit. much of 
which had to be loaded at very short notice. 

The special thanks of the Industry are due 
to the Victorian and South Australian Rail
ways for the rapid and efficient mann-er in 
which dried fruits were transpo-rted from the 
producing areas to Melbourne and Adelaide 
respectively for shipment overseas. 

The sale of the Hl41 avail'able surplus to the 
United Killgdom Government was effected 
mainly th-rough the efforts of the High Com· 
missioner in Great Britain, the Rtght Hon. S. 
M. Bruce, and the Chairman of the Board's 
London Agency, Mr. F. L. McDougall, C.M.G., 
who were in close consultation with the Bri· 
tish Ministry of Food. 
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EXPORTS TO CANADA AND NEW 
ZEALAND 

The fOllowing tables, fn tons, are set out in 
full. They give an impressive indication of 
the development of these valuable markets, 
the figures fOr which are:-

Season ·Currants 
Tons 

CANADA 
Sultanas 

Tons 
261 
879 
708 

Lexias 
Tons 

109 
657 
149 
598 
346 
602 
687 
343 
896 
688 
694 

Total 
Tons 

1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

406 
1,862 
2,199 
1,537 
1,560 
2,155 
2,216 
1,468 
2,226 
2,186 
2,107 
2,234 
2,094 
2,198 
2,520 

2,525 
5,529 
6,192 

11,680 
6,268 

11,406 
11,846 
13,329 
13,631 
10,397 
11,224 
16,253 

1,268 
1,061 

987 
1,331 

NEW ZEALAND 
351 1,113 
310 1,427 
483 1,764 
465 1,185 
522 1,495 
447 1,672 
657 1,635 
597 2,698 
461 1,245 
693 2,271 
561 2,705 
621 2,887 
525 3,495 
359 2,889 
455 3,328 
656 4,020 

23 
11 
10 

4 
10 
45 
51 
48 
36 

403 
524 
486 
513 
565 
610 

1,155 

776 
3,398 
3,056 
4,660 
7,435 
8,949 

14,583 
8,079 

14,528 
14,720 
16,130 
17,133 
13,552 
14,409 
20,104 

1,487 
1,748 
2,257 
1,654 
2,027 
2,164 
2,343 
3,343 
1,742 
3,367 
3,790 
3,994 
4,533 
3,811! 
4,393 
5,831 

The report expresses appreciation of the 
services rendered in these markets, and states 
that Mr. L. R. Macgregor, C.M.G., Australian 
Government Trade Commissioner for North 
America, and Mr. R. R. Ellen, assistant Aus
tralian Trade C-ommi:ssioner in Canada, havE'. 
each continued to render outstanding services 
to the industry in connection with the t;rade 
in Australian dried fru'its with Canada. 

Throughout the year, it adds, the interests 
of the Australian dried fruits industry have 
received the unremitting attention of Mr. C. 
E. Critchley, Australian Trade Commissioner, 
and Mr. J. L. Menzies, Assiatant Trade Oom
tnissioner in New Zealand. 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH WORK IN THE 
INDUSTRY 

Mr. A. V. Lyon and his assistants at the 
Merbein- Research Station have continued 
their investigations into the cultural and 
and other problems of the industry. The re
sults obtained by them have justified the con
tribution of £1500 per annum made by the 
Board to the controlling authority-the Coun
cil for Scientific and Industrial Research. 

Excellent results in the treatment of dried 
fruits in the United Kingdom have also been 
obtained by the Biological Field Station at 
Slough, England, acting under the direction of 
Professor J. W. Munro and Dr. A. B. P. Page. 
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The Board has pleasure in recording that 
their investigations have resulted in the sav~ 
ing of a considerable sum annually by the 
industry. 

PUBLICITY 
Prior to the war a considerable portion of 

the Board's revenue was spent in tra'de pub
licity' in Great Britain. This expenditure has 
been temporarily suspende·d, but the Board 
has- earmarked sufficient funds to defray the 
cost of the Board's contributions to the Aus
tralian Joint Trade Publicity Scheme after 
the war. 

The Board has made the necessary arrange
ments with the Assistant Australian Trade 
Com,missioner in Canada for carrying out a 
trade publicity camp-aign in Canada this year 
on the lines of the action taken in previous 
years to stimulate the Consumption of Aus
tralian dried vine fruits in that Dominion. 

POST-WAR PROBLEMS 
Having regard to the fact that the report 

is actually made to the Commonwealth Par
liament, the value of the following can be ap
preciated by growers. The report continues: 

The Hoard has been giving earnest atten
tion to the problems which will confront the 
AU-'stralian dried fruits industry after the war, 
because it realises that, owing to the limited 
requirements of the Australian market, the 
existence of producers depends upon the net 
return from the sale of the export surplus 
which ranges from 75 to 80 per cent. of the 
production. 

The Board was established early in 1925. 
During the first five years of its existence 
the average annual export of Australian cur
rants, sultanas and lexias was 33.164- tons. 
Owing to increased plantings of vines and 
other aids to production, such as deep drain~ 
age, the average annual exportable surplus 
ha'S increased to 65,012 tons during the p-ast 
five years. 

The outlet for practically the whole of this 
surplus is in the United Kingdom, in Canada 
and in New Zealand. In each of these coun
tries there is a preferential tariff, as follows, 
in favor of Australian and other Empire~ 
grown dried fruits.-United Kingdom: Raisins 
(sultanas and lexias), 10/6 per cwt.; currants, 
2/ per cwt. Qanada: Raisins, 4 cents pe:r 
lb.; currants, 4 cents per lb. New Zealand: 
Raisins, lq per lb.; currants, no preference. 

The foreg·oing preferences have enabled 
Australia to sup-ply a very substantial prop-or
tion of the dried vine fruit requirements of 
the United .Kingdom, canada and New Zea
land. Even under war conditions, the prefer
ence in each countrY is the mai~actor which 
enables Australia to · retain these oversea 
markets. 

DANGER OF OVER-PRODUCTION 
In this connection, attention is invited to 

the following extract from the Board's 14th 
annual report for the year 1937-38: 

"It should never be forgotten that the pre
sent preferential admission of Australian dried 
fruits to the British and Dominion markets is 
the basic cause underlying any prosperity en
joyed by the industry. Over-production would 
be disastrous, but equally so Would be any 
variati-on in the preferential treatment of Aus-

tralian dried fruit'S in the British Common
wealth of Nations. 

"It should be frankly recognised that if ex
isting preferences are not continued in Em
pire markets there will be a radical alteration 
in the economics of the industrY, and to that 
extent the industry rests on a somewhat dan
gerous basis." 

It is possible that when the war is over the 
Gommonwealth Government will be faced 
with the question of not only retaining exist
ing markets but finding new ones for Austra
lia's surplus products. Because of this possi
bility the Board would strongly urge that the 
existing tariff preferences on dried vine fruits 
in the United Kingdom, Canada and New Zea
land be maintained in the present form or in 
some other way. Otherwise it will not be pos
sible for the Australian producer of dried 
fruits, because of the competition of countries 
with lower living standards, to retain his pre
sent share of those markets. If this should 
eventuate it will lead to the collapse of the 
dried fruits industry on which a very large 
number of people throughout Australia are 
dependent directly and indirectly. 

FINANCE 
The revenue of the Board is derive-d from 

levies on the fruit exported from Australia, 
and does not repr€'3ent any charge on the 
consolidated revenue of the Commonwealth. 

The rates Of levy recommended by the 
Board and prescribed by regulations made 
under the Dried .Fruits Export Charges Act 
1924-19t9 for the seasons 1938, 1939, 1940 and 
1941 were as follow:-

1938 1939 1940 1941 
per cwt. per cwt. per cwt. per cwt. 

Currants 6d 4.§d 3d 2~d 
Sultanas , . 9d 6d 4§d 3lod 
Lexies . . . 9d 6d 4.§d 3i!!d 
It will thus be seen from the above table 

that reductions have been made in the rates 
of levy for the past four years. 

It IS the intention 0f the Board to recom
mend to the Government that the rates of 
levy during the 1942 season be still further 
reduced. 

During the year ended June 30, 1941, in
come was collected amounting to £23_,683/-
10/11. Expenditure for the year was 
£14,383/4/4, and the excess of income over 
expenditure was £9300/6!7. 

The principal items of expenditure were as 
follow:-
AdministTative expenses in Aus-

tralia . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . • £3689 4 2: 
Administrative expenses in Great 

Britain ,. _, .• ,. -- , ., ,. 5096 15 ~ 
Contributions to Ooinmonwealth 

Govt. in respect to operations 
of Australian Trade Commr. in 
Canada, and moneys expended 
in development of Canadian and 
New zealand markets . . . . . . 3065 14 7 

Investigations in Australia under
ta.ken on behalf of Board by 
Council for Scientific and In-
dustrial Research . . . . . . . . 1500 0 0 
The details of the financial operations 

which are audited by the Auditor-General, are 
as follow:-

Income & Expenditure Acoount for 12 Months Ended June 30, 1941 

Board Members-
Australia----.Fees . . . . . . . . . . 

Travelling Expenses 

London-Fees . . . . . . . . . . . 
Staff Salaries & Allowances--

Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
London .............. . 

Rent- " 
Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . 
J..,ondon . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Cablegrams, Telegrams & Postage--
Australia • . • . • . . . . . . . . . 
London ............... . 

Exchange on London Remittances ..• 
General Expenses, including Printing, 

Stationery, Office Requisites, Telephone, 
Lighting and Heating, Travelling Ex
penses and Sundries--

Australia .. .. . . :. . . .. 
London ............. . 

Depreciation, Office Furniture-
Au'Stralia . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • 
London ................ . 

Contributions- . 
Development of Canadian & rrew zea

land Markets . . . . . . . . . .. 
Dried Fruit Investigations in Aust. 

Balance .............. .' ...... . 

£434 14 0 
617 10 1 

1885 14 0 
3457 3 1 

161 15 0 
552 0 7 

253 6 7 
86 13 0 

336 4 6 
298 7 8 

7 0 0 
9 10 0 

£1052 4 1 
702 11 3 

5342 17 1 

713 15 7 

339 19 7 
1015 0 0 

634 12 2 

16 10 0 

3065 14 7 
1500 0 0 
9300 6 7 

£23,683 10 11 

By Export Levies . . • . . . • . 
Interest-Australia • . . . • .• 

London .••.••.• 

Sundry Collections-London . . . 

£714 4 8 
6 10 7 

£20,127 12 8 

720 15 3 
2,835 3 0 

£23.683 10 11 
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LIABILITIES 
Accumulated Funds . . . . 

GENERAL 
The Board gratefully acknowledges the as

sistance which has been given to it during 
a difficult period by the Mini'3ters, the sec
retary, the assistant secretary and officers of 
the Department of Commerce. 

The thanks of the Board is also due to the 
Comptroller-General and officials of the De
partment of Trade and Customs for their con
tinued help to· the Board. 

LIGHT AND DARK TYPE 
SULTANAS 

COMPA:RATIVE VALUES DISCUSSED 
For some time, .since the re-adjustment of 

grade values made a few years ag.o, there has 
been a doubt in the minds of sections of grow
ers who produCe the- brown type sultana with 
a temperature dip, as to whether the product 
was getting the true market return. 

This matter was discussed at the Federal 
Council meeting recently, on a motion from 
the Woorinen Branch protesting against the 
continued reduction of grade values of brown 
type sultanas. in relation to light types. 

Mr. H. Goodman said that in view or- dis
cussions he had had he was prepared to with
draw the motion provided Mr. H. R. Jones, a 
member of the Grade Fixing Committee, at
tended the grade fixing in the Mid-Murray 
Valley District. 

The following are. the features of the discus
sion:-

Mr. Lawrence: Item 19 was sent down as 
the result of some discussion that had gone on 
for some time as to brown type fruit suffering 
as the result of grade fixing in the district. If 
the motions were withdrawn without discus
sion the feeling that the district was suffering 
on that account might persist. I have no 
doubt that we are not suffering any disabilities 
in the matter, but if it is left there, the posi
tion will be unsatisfactory. There is another 
aspect, affect-ing the dipping position. There 
is the fear that after a number of years of 
success with the mixed dip, growers will turn 
to the cold dip if there is to be a difference 
against the brown type fr-uit. Our district ia 
not a cold dip district. Our growers have 
not the necessary space an-d our drying period 
is shorter. Some growers might have had 
some suc·cess with the cold dip, but it would 
be disastrous for us to attempt the cold dip on 
the same scale as other districts. Some ex
planation should be given to clear up the posi
tion. 

Mr. Goodman: The matter was brought up 
by an individual member at the district coun
cil late in the afternoon. He was given an 
opportunity of expressing his views, which he 
has told _did not represent the general opinion, 
but he -did not avail himself of it. 

Mr. _Jones: W-ould not the position be met by 
an instruction to the member,s of the grade fix
ing committee that due regard should be paid 
to the comparative value of brown a.nd light 
fruit? That is actually being done at present 
in relation to the comparative market valtte, 
not unly on the Commonwealth market, but 
having regard to the information available 
from Canada and London. We have end·ea· 
vored to fix a standard for light and brown 

BALANCE SHEET 30th JUNE, 1941 

ASSETS 
£43,998 11 8 Cash at Bank-Melbourne . • . • • . 

London .. 
£3,875 2 1 

6,491 2 10 

10,366 411 
Cash on Hand-Melbourn,e 

London 
2 0 

13 15 
0 
6 

£10,382 0 6 
Fixed Deposits-

Commonwealth Bank, Melbourne .. 
Commonwealth Government Inscrib

ed· Stock .... 

20,000 

12,000 

0 0 

0 0 
Inter-est Accrued . . . . . . . • 246 8 4 

32,246 8 4 
Deposits-London (Telephone) 
Sundry Debtors-Melbourne .. 
Postage' Stamps on Hand-Melbourne 
Office Furniture and Equipment-

2 0 0 
1,218 8 1 

2 14 10 

London (less Depr-eciation) .• 
Australia (less Depreciation) . • • 

84 
63 

0 0 
0 0 

£43,998 11 8 

NOTE:-London items are shown in Sterling. 

fruit to give growers a fair deal for the class 
of fruit they are producing. In some years it 
is difficult, because we do Iiot have a full sam
ple. Last year there was not a great deal of 
brown fruit available in Mildura, but a definite 
endeavor was made to indicate to the inspec
tors what we considered a fair deal for both 
the light and the· brown types. Some dis
tricts produce large quantities of brown fruit, 
and their interests must be watched. 

Mr. DAVEY: I may be unpopular in speak
ing on this subject, but for 18 years I have 
been a consi'3tent user of the temperature dip 
and can claim to be an efficient producer. 
Over the last three years my grades have 
been down, but I cannot attribute this to my 
methods. I have not discussed this matter 
with the branch committee, but, speaking 
personally, I feel that this district (Mildura) 
is inclined to have a cold dip complex. I am 
glad that Mr. Jones has mentioned that the 
matter will be watched in the future. I 
can produce a good 5-crown and a good 4A_ 
with the Johnson dip, but, for a period of 
yearn, ·my grades are down consistently. I 
,il.ad the ~omparisons at the door with a brll-

. liant cold dip sample. Speaking as a pro--
ducer, and not as a member of the State 
Board, I know that cold dip samples are put 
aside and kept for coloring and are given a 
4A grade. I put an article of produce in that 
is ·given a grade and can go through the 
machine immediately. That is not consistent. 
On the A.D.F.A. differentials, I am down be
tween £50 and £60 from a 15-acre block. I 
cannot afford to continue on these lines, and 
my best way out would appear 'to be to go 
over to the cold dip and take my chance at 
the door, although I cannot think that that is 
the; right thing to do. The samples at the 
door are generally cold dip, but a -slight brown 
tinge in a light temperature fruit does not 
warrant the loss of a grade. 

Mr. GOODMAN: The suggestion made by 
Mr. Jones will meet the position as far as the 
Mid-Murray Council is concerned. 

Mr. McDOUGALL: In 1935, it was my privi~ 
lege to visit London. As a grower, I was 
given every facility to view the fruit as it ar
rived for inspection. Mr. Davey remarked 
that he had produced a good class of fruit, 
but there are other growe:rs who produce a 
good quality, too, oD.ly they go to a little more 
trouble. Cold dip fru1t that has been put 
through the washing process can be put 
through the machines as it comes to the door 
and packed straight away for grade and color. 
In London, Mr. Caro showed ·me two, samples 
of fruit. I told him that one was better than 
the other, as it had been finished off by a 
washing Pr·ocess after it had been dried, 
whereas the other had not. Mr. Caro then 
told me that the difference between the two 
samples was £10 a ton in his appraisement. 
If growers would finish off the fruit in this 
way and deliver it in a finished condition, 
there would not be so much argument about 
grades. In London, they want the light grade 
fruit. In Scotland, I was told that it was im
possible to sell dark colored fiuit. Growers 
must b·e compensated for their light fruit. In 
that year our fruit was definitely superior to 
the Smyrna fruit, and we were able to sell ,it 
because we had put a better grade on the 
market. 

The CHAIRMAN: It i'S proposed that the 
members of the grade fixing committee be 
asked to continue to preserve an equitable 

147 0 0 

£43,998 11 8 

balance between light and brown sultanas, 
having regard to the known requirements of 
the Commonwealth and overseas markets. 

Mr. RAWLINGS: Thcit does not go- far 
enough. We want the Commerce Department 
to think on the same lines. They want us to 
have the same grade every year, when 'We 
know that is impossible. The commercial 
men on the· committee should have the right 
to -set values. In the past, the Commerce 
Department has been difficult to convince on 
values. A resolution on the same lines should 
go to them, as it is their j-ob to fix grades 
and we are there only in an --advisory capacity. 

Mr.· McGREGOR: With reference to the 
light and dark fruit, many- growers do not 
take as serious a view as they should. There 
is a discrepancy between the JOhn-son and the 
cold dip on the market, but has anyone gone 
into the question of whether a good 4 or 5-cr. 
Johnson dip was equal in vitamin or food con
tent to the cold dip fruit or not? The tw-o 
classes are close in grade, and yet there was 
the big difference in price mentioned by Mr. 
McDougall. 

Mr. McKAY: On the matter of the com
parative values, I think that the matter was 
mentioned when the cold dip grades were 
raised by a !-cr. Mr. McDougall spoke of 1935 
in London. I have a list of comparatiVe 
prices during 1935 in London which -shows 
that the difference between the comparable 
grades might have been £1, £1/10/ or £2. For 
instance, 8L was 42/- when 2L, the compar
able grade, 3-cr. dark, was 38/-. In some 
circumstances, you find the dark of the 10-3 
39/- and the 20L 38/-. On some occasi-ons, 
when sales are going weii, you will probably 
find the dark and the light selling at the same 
price. Generally, the margin between the two 
types is 30/-. 

It was then re'3olved, on the motion of 
Messrs. Goodman and Lawrence: "That mem
bers of the grade fixing committees be asked 
to preserve an equitable balance between 
light and brown tYPe samples fixed for the 
various grades of sultanas, having regard to 
the values as determined by the requirements 
of the Commonwealth and various oVel"Seas 
markets. 

WEST AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION 
The secretary Of the Dried Fruits Board 

(Mr. E. H. Rosman) reports that the progres
sive figures for the 1941 pack of dried vine 
fruits as at August 31st, was: Currants, 2,467 
tons; sultanas, 306 tons, and lexias, 161 tons. 

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
By Ernestine Hill 

Author of 1'The Great Australian 
Loneliness" 

REVISED CHEAPER EDITION 
ON SALE AT 6/-

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest Bookseller. 

Dry the Fruit lor the Troops and give Yourself a Xma£ Raw 
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All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 

_ forward it"ems of interest to the Industry 
i as a whole for publication in the "News." 

::~"'""""""'""'""'"'""""''"'""'''""'''''''''''''''''""'''''"'''"''""' 

Here's freedom to him that would read, 
Here's freed<>m to him who would write; 

FOT there's none ever feared that the truth 
should be haard, 

But those whom the truth would indite. 
-Burns. 

MILDURA, NOVEMBER 26, 1941 

HARVESTING LABOR 

THE problem is one that every grower 
should be making his best effort to meet 

right now. lit is imperative that the indus
try collectively should know as oarly as pos
sible what the true position is. There can 
be no doubt that we are facing a serious dan
ger that we will probably have to ask the 
Commonwealth labor administration to help 
us out of. Until w~ are in the positi9n of 
having a fairly accurate estimate of the short
age-and we don't want to leave this until 
a week before picking-we cannot ask the 
authorities for drastic action. 

Therefore, it is the important duty of every 
grower to start his enquiries now, as to what 
labor he can be reasonably sure of getting, by 
exploring every avenue he knows. He will 
then be able to give the committee working on 
the job an 'idea of the number he requires to 
complete his team. This information is 
wanted as sOon as possible, and the commit
tees appeal to growers not to wait, with the 
hope· that ((something will turn up" at the 
last moment. 

It is freely a.dim.itted that the arrangements 
undeJ; the several bureaux set up last season 
were not entirely satisfactory, but lessons 
were learned; __ one in particular being that 
growers failed to co-operate until too near the 
starting date of the harvest; while hundreds 
of applicants waited in vain for a letter of 
engagement. In the week pre-harvest the 
bureaux were beseiged with applications by 
growers and then contact with the applicants 
was much more doubtful. 

Under any scheme of engaging labor other 
than hy personal contact there results the per
centage of disappointments in the type forth
coming, the breaking of arrangements. made 
by letter, etC., so that a certain distrust is 
engendered. However, as stated, lessons have 
been learned, and with the full and early co
operation of growers, they can 1be put into 
effect. The problem is greater this time andl 
we will not be a-ble to en joy a selection of types 
-the bureaux will enlist good and indifferent, 
and some disappointments must result. They 
result when we enlist our labor from the 
ttmerants arnvmg in our towns. The aver
age type engaged via the bureaux last year was 
a good one, and from the letters coming in 
now this standard should be maintained. 

The committees are on the job now. Ques
tionaires are on the way, or should have 
reached growers now; colltact is being ma4e 
with the Labor movement, the Universities 
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(vacation students), Public Schools and 
others; Women's National Service, and a Press 
campaign is on the way in rural areas. 

The industry has reques~te<i that the Military 
should place training camps in the main cen
tres of production so that men would be 
available in a crisis, and the prisoner of war 
aspect is being watched in the event of danger 
to the crop. The State Employment Services 
are co-operating and officers have been ap
pointed to help. 

In short, everything poss1ble is being done 
by the growers' organisations. Help the effort 
by giving the details of your requirements. 
The matter is -urgent. 

CROP ESTIMATE 
Speaking at the Fedeml Council, Mr. A. V. 

Lyon, officer-in-charge of the Merbein Re
search Station of C.S.I.R., said: "The crop 
estimate at this stage can only be indicated in 
relative :figures, in terms of the number of 
bunches. In the light_ crop year, 1940-41, 35 
bunches gave you 51,000 tons of sultanas. In 
the big crop year, 193'9~40, the;re were 51 
bunches to the vine, which gave you 62,000 
tons. Tfiis year the number is 45. You can
not take the relative" proportion of the bunch 
numbers as an indication of the rate of in
crease in the crop. The ri-se in tonnage from 
a bunch number of 35 to 45 is greater than 
froni 45 to 55. If we had to make an estimate 
of sultanas, you could put it somewhere more 
than half-way from 51,000 to 62,000 tons. It 
will not be as l:Hg as the 1939-40 yield, whan 
th€ bunch number was 62, -but we do not give 
it in terms of total pack. The_ relationship of 
this year',s number, 45, to the 51 in 1939-40 and 
the 35 last year is rather more than half-way 
between last year and the record year. /The 
count has been ·done this year on a fewer num
ber- of. vines, but I think that it will give you 
an indication of where you stand. We usually 
put down the,se :figures more specifically for 
the Industry a little Iater in the season, but I 
am giving you them now as a matt-er of inter
est." 

Mr. Howie Again Elected 
Chairman 

Following the meeting of the Federal 
Council when the retiring members, 
Messrs. Howie, Winterbottom and Law
rence were re-elected unopposed, Mr. 
H. D. Howie, O.B.E., was unanimously 
elected chairrman of the_ Board of Man
agement of the Association. In thank
ing members he emphasised the loyalty 
of this voluntary association· and the co
operation of those who WO['ked with him. ;: 

"""'""""'"""'""'""'""""'"""'""'""'"""'"""'"""'""'fiumn; 

SEVERE HAIL DAMAGE 

NYAH-WOORINEN AND SOUTH AUS. 
AREAS AFFECTED 

The agg.regate damag,e by hiiil over the past 
few years is a .serious matter from the indus
try aspect, particularly this year in regard to 
tree fruits, which are sa utgently required for 
the h1ealth of our troops. It is calamitous 
for. the growers -unfortunate to be in the path 
of these devastating visitations, and some fur
ther consideration should be given to the mat
ter of insurance, some interesting statements 
on which were recently given by th-e New: 
South Wales· Fruitgrowers' Federation. 

The st-oTin tliat caused a total loss as well 
as damaging the vin;es and trees to an extent 
that will affect the yield for next season, on 
many properties in the Moorook, Winkie, Love
day and Kingston areas. also did sevel'le dam.
ag.e in other fruit areas. A particularly un
fortunate result of what is reported the most 
severe storm on record is the loss of citrus 
in addition to -oth-er fruits, thus making it 
especially so for tho·se who do not like to 
"have all their eggs in the one basket." A con
siderable amount of damage was done to pro
perty; racks and outbuildings suffering most, 
and in ·many instances dwellings aiid business 
houses were sev-erely affected. 

Earlier in the season a narrow strip of the 
Nyah-Woorinen areas was severly dealt with 
by a cyclonic hail storm that, in addition to 
the vines, badly damaged a number of citrus 
plots. 

-"· 

PERSONAL 
It is some 20 years since Bruce Murdoch 

came into the Federal Council circle of the 
A.D.F.A.-and his arrival has sometimes been 
likened to that of the stormy petrel by some 
of the older ones of the Council. 

If this be so, Mr. Murdoch is not the first 
one; nor will he -be the -last, to come; to 
hear; to he conv'inced-of the sound basis of 
this A.D.F.A. that has stood up to so many at
tacks -and criticisms of a much harsher nature. 

The association is not omniScient. It- does 
not stand still, and it can use new ideas today, 
just as it could when Mr. Murdoch joined its 
councils as a growers' representative. It also 
appears to .have th-e propensity of gathering 
devout disciple'S after a very short apprentice
ship in its service. And Bruce Murdoch is 
one-with many others. Hence its strength. 

At the calling of th:e roll at the-recent Fede
ral Council Mr. Murdoch was absent for the 
first time in 19 years, due to illness. The 
feeling of the repre.sentatives was such that 
it was ag'reed that a lette•r wishing a speedy 
recovery be .sent. We are 'glad to report that 
Mr. Murdoch is now recovered. 

Obituary 
It is with regret that we record the passing 

of the late Mr. A. H. Dickson, who was chair
man of the West Australian Dried Fruits 
Board for a consid,erable period up to the time 
of his death, and that of the late Mr. A. Mc
Kinnon, of Red Cliffs, ·a memb-er (}f the Federal 
Council.· 

The late chairman of the West Australian 
Board was a keen advocate of organised mar
keting, and mad•e several visits to the Eastern 
States in the cour:se of his period on the 
Board. His recent visit to the Mildura areas 
impressed those who met him, and he was 
very keen to watch the, latest developments in 
the industry. His dried fruits business were 
not allowed to bias his decision-s and he al
ways sho-wed an Australian-wide view of the 
probh::ms of the industry. A nice appre-cia
tion is paid him by a growers' organisation in 
the West-the Viticulturists' Union-in their 
official journal,-- "The Farmer and Dairyman." 
T;hey state, "It is with regret that we_, learn 
of. the death -of Mr. A. H. DiCkson. Though 
connected with a dried fruits business, he at 
all ,times looked at the gr-owers• vi-ewpoint and 
gave an honest opinion on all matters concern
ing th'e industry as a whole. We trust that 
the chairman to be appointed will be just as 
fair ·as the past chairman was." 

M'any appreciative references hav-e been 
made throughout the industry. 

The lat·e Alex McKinnon has been associated 
with the executive side of the i.ndustry for 
many years, his first association being with 
the fore-runner of the present branch of the 
A.D.F.A. Then he took a position as Publi
city Officer with the A.D.F.A., in which position 
he did valuable work. Following his resignation 
from this position he has taken a very active 
part as seGt;etary of the branch for many 
years, and has held many positions of a nature 
helpful to his fellow men. As a member of 
the F'ederal Council he was respected for his 
sound judgement and ability to find the essen
tials of the many problems in debate. As a 
director of the Red Cliffs Co-operative Oom
pany, Mr. McKinnon made a close study of 
this side of the industry, and was re-elected 
with substantial majorities at _/each ballot. 
His work in regard to the many problems of 
soldier settlement re-adjustment is well
known and appreciated by the many be was 
able tc help. Men of his calibre are ill
spared, particul·arly at the comparatively early 
age of 63, and the extremely large attendance 
of settlers and the business community, from 
the whol·e Mildura dist'l'ict and adjacent New 
South Wales settlements, was a fitting tribute 
to his memory. During the Federal Council 
meeting at Mildura members stood in two 
minutes silence in memory and appreciation 
of their late fellow member, and many tri
butes wer-e paid from other distant centres. 

Pay-Roll Tax 
Growers are reminded th3.t there is no pro

vision under the Act for ·exemption from regis
tration of anyone paying wages over £20 per 
week. Therefore, all growers who pay this 
amount in any one week must register, al
though they might not -eventually pay £1,040 
for the year, in which case they should apply 
for exemption from the payment of the tax. 
Forms are now available at post offices, and 
in many instances h·ave been sent out by pac
kers. 

-
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Disposal of 1941 Crop of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias 

Prospects for 1942 
(Comments by Mr. W. c. F. Th-omas, C.B~E., Chairman of .the Export Control Board.) 

Practically the whole of the 1941 production of currants, sultanas and lexias 
has now been disposed of. The position in regard to production and distribu
tion is therefore set out in the following table:-

currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
Tons Tons 

1 
Tons Tons 

Production 16,800 52,000 10,700 79,500 
Exports 12,700 43,000 6,300 62,000 
Sales in 
Commonw'th 4,100 9,000 4,400 17,500 

Although the production in 1941 at 79,500 is 
substanti8Jly below the peak production of 
95,544 in 1940, it is close to the annual averag-e 
Of 82,175 tons during the past fiv-e year.s. 

The quantity of 62,000 tons available for 
oversea countries was not sufficient to meet 
their demands this. year. The decline is pro-
duction was confined to Currants and Sul
tanas. Lexias, on the other- hand, reached the 
record quality of 10,700 tons, against the 
annual average crop for the past five years of 
8,400 tons. The increased demand both in 
Australia .and Abroad for Seeded Lexias has 
no doubt been the main factor in the diver
sion this year of the Gordo (Lexia) Grape to 
th·e dried fruit racks in greater quantities 
than before. ' 

The Board is using its best endeavors to 
still further extend the export trade in Lexias, 
particularly in the .seeded form, either in bulk 
or in cartDns. The quantities of each variety 
and grade of fruit sold to the principal over
sea purchasing countries this year is as 
follows:-

CURRANTS 
M.F. 
Tons 

54 

1-crown 
Tons 
5,452 

2~crown 

Tons 
4,053 

3-crown 
Tons 

671 

4-crown 
Tons 
1,469 

2~crow:n: 

Tons 
758 

SULTANAS 
3~crown 

Tons 
24,194 

4-crown 
Tons 
16,762 

5-crown 
Tons 

216 

aside for Australian consumption should be 
ample until new season's fruits are available 
in April next. , 

Having regard to the numerous difficulties 
with which an primary industries are at pre
sent s1,urounded, it is a maHer of great satis
faction that it llas been possible to finq. outlets 
for the whole of this season's production of 
dri-ed vine fruits. 

At an early date the Export Control Board 
will be examining, the position in regard to the 
disposal of the 1942 surplus. 

With regard to Currants, the indications are 
that Australia will be the· sole .supplier to 
Allied Coulltries next year. 
AUSTRALIA AND U.S.A. MAIN SUPPLIERS 

So far as Raisins are concern.ed, the main 
.supplies will have to be drawn from the Unit
ed States of America and Australia. As far 
back as July last steps were taken by the 
United States Government to purchase all the 
1941 crop of Raisins available at 75 dollars 
per ·ton for Thompson'S and Muscats and 70 
dollars a ton for s-ultanas. For Golden 
Blea.ched Thompsons 85 tlollars a ton was 
paid. The f-ruit was required, it is said, for 
donlestic requirements and for export under 
the Lend and Lease Act. T'he United S-tates 
Government is buying the raisins from the 
growers, and making contracts with packer.s 
for proces·sing and packing. Packers have 
offered grower.s an increase of 1 doll:ar 50 
cents per ton for Thompsons, and as much as 
5 dollars a ton increase for Museats (which 
are in short supply) on the prices offered by 
the Government. 

This competition between the GoVernment 
and pi'ivafe interests is affecting both parties, 

LEXIAS Heeded 
ctns. 
Tons 
2,360 

Seeded 
Bulk 
Tons 

S.eedless 
Bulk 
T·Ons 
281 

2-crown 
Tons 

5 

3-crown 
Tons 

123 

4-crown 
Tons 

128 

5-crown 
Tons 

2,321 

It is a matter of. very great interest to men~ 
tion that over 75% of thi-s season's production 
of Australian Currants, Sultanas and Lexias 
has been disposed of abroad, and that this 
quantity did not satisfy the demand. 

With regard to the distribution of Dri-ed 
Fruits in the United Kingdom, the advices re~ 
.ceived bY the B<>ard show that, owing to un· 
avoid'able circumstances, suppUes were -some
what short in May and Jun·e last, but that sub
stantial allocations have since been made to 
the trade and the consumer public. This in· 
crease in supplies has heen welcomed by all 
concerned. 

With regard to Canada, the Board has been 
informed by. the As-sistant Australian Trade 
Commissioner (Mr. R. R. Ellen) that sales of 
Dried Fruit this year have been proceeding 
satisfactorily in all parts of Canada, and no 
problemS of any importan-ce have -come under 
notice. Mr. Ellen <also mentioned that the 

_ ,quality of tbe fruit has given every satisfac
tion. 

The Export Control Board has throughout 
the year kept in -close consultation with the 
State Boards and the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association in regard to the retention in Aus
tr:a.lia of sufficient fruit for domestic requil'le
ments, and the quantity of 17,500 tcns set 

6-crown 
Tons 

15 688 

because many growers are not prepal"ed to 
sell owing to the possibility of prices being 
further advanced by the GoVernment and pri~ 
vate interests. 

All the foregoing factors will be taken into 
consideration by the E~port Control Board 
when it is dealing with the sale of the surplus 
available in 1942. 

CHAIRMAN'S ,._PPRECIATION 
In closing this short r-evi-ew· I desire on be

half of the Commonwealth Dried Flr'ilits Expcrt 
Oontrol Board to express my---appreciation of 
the co-operation and a.ssistance rendered to 
my Board during; the past y.ear by the Austra
lian Dri-e·d Fruits Association, the State 
Boards, the Packers, the Shippers, and the 
Growers generally; 

I trust that the coming year will bring suc
cess to the British- .Empire and its Allies, and 
to the Australian Dried Fruits Industry. 

THE PRICE OF COREO PEARS 
An item on the Federal Council agenda that 

is of particular interest to pear growers was, 
"That the Board of Management he requested 
to ap.proach the Prices •Commissioner to grant 
an increase of one penny per pOund on ·Cored 
Pears, and if this w-ere refused, that the Board 
aipproach the iDepartment of Oommerce with 
the request that riddles,- for this· fruit only, be 

reduced by one q-uarter of an inch." 
Speaking on this, Mr. -Chapman said, "At oile 

-Ume ·we received a differential for our Cored 
Pears over the un-cored. Although the buyers 
realised they were o-bta.ining a better_ article, 
they were not prepared to pay a premium for 
it. Last year, the association sent out circu
lars asking growers to core their pears, in 
view of the problems associated with the mar
keting of dried pears and; in particular, no 
shipments in 19'40 to the United Kingdom. The 
inference was that they wguld produce a more 
salea'ble article and overcome ·some of the dif
:ticulties o.f marketing 50 per cent. extra in 
Australia. w·e pas.sed this request .aver to 
our gr.a1wers, although we had previously ad
vised· them that they would not get a premium 
and 9-Q per cent. of them res,ponded. They 
found, however, that the man who went to 
the extra trouble a-lid expense of c-oring fruit, 
·and who, thereby, lost weight, has not received 
any premium whatever, whereas those growers 
who ignored the a-dvice iiven them are exactly· 
on the same ·oasis as the, man who cored his 
fruit. The board of management said that 
it did n-ot think that the Pri-ces ,Commissioner 
would agree to the increase. My own view -is 
that we could, perhaps, ·well adopt the proce
dure which gave the grower who cored his 
fruit S{)me compensation in price by lifting the 
crown -grades .. " 

Mr. H. R. Jones, in cummenting -on the prob
lem said, "I have found that the Prices Com~ 
missioner has one guiding princi-ple, which is 
the ,price ruling on August 31, lil39. What are 
your increased costs since that date? He is 
not concerned whether that price w;as payable 
or not payable. He is only authorised to grant 
increased prices in accordance With increased 
costs. We could, of· course. bring the price 
for uncored fruit down -by 1d. :ff you want us 
to get an increase, Y{)U will have to give us 
a statement ·showing that the cost Of coring 
pears has increa.sed by 1d. a lb. in the last 
two years. On that date, you were supplying 
the cored and uncor~d pear at the same price. 
Lf the Prices 'Commissioner asks what effect 
that will haV-e on the return to the growers, 
we will have t:o· saY that we paid them an 
·average of £50 a ton then, whereas the price 
for 1'940 was £'7-0-£l7'5 a ton, owing to our selling 
the whole {lf the crop at the Commonwealth 
price. The Prices Commissioner W<>uld then 
ask hO!W he could grant an increase. I would 
say that such an a.Pplicatfon would be doomed 
to failure from the start. That brings us up 
to the adjustment of the riddles and, on that 
p-oint, I would suggest that you follow up this 
point ·bY asking the Board of Management to 
make the necessary representations to the 
Chief Inspector to adjust them." 

Mr. Chapman: Is there· a demand for the 
cored pear'? If not, it is no u-se. the grower 
going t·o extra trouble and expense in supply
ing them . 

Mr. Jones: The public and the trade prefer 
the cored article. I believe that the principal 
buyers are fostering that demand. We advo
cated coring pears, so that we could sell an 
increased quantity in the 1Com.mon.wealth and 
encourage an increase in the civilian demand 
for ·pears after the war. On this basis, we 
could ensure the sale of the whole of the pears 
of reasonable quality. I am not speaking or 
the lower g'rades. At present, it ·seems that 
the whole of the crop will be inoved out for 
service or local requirements whether it is 
cored or not. There i~. therefore, not the same 
necessity to core the pears at present, but, it 
you -stop coring, it will be necessary to .start 
all over again after the war. 

The meeting then agreed, "That the Board 
of Management a·ppnoach the Department of 
·commerCe with the request that the riddles 
for cored peaTs only be reduced by one quar
ter inCh.'" 

'-""-~===--:c:.= 
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THE LOW PRICE OF FRUIT 
Not Meeting Drastic Rise • 1n Costs 

At the Federal Council of the A.D.F.A,, held recently, the serious positwn 
of currant growers and the rapidly deteriorat:ng situation for the growers of 
other vine fruits was discussed, and the Council resolved that the prices for ex
ported currants urgently require revision, being based on the abnormally low 
quotations operating at the beginning of the war. ·It urged the Board of Man
agement to take whatever steps that may be necessary to obtain an increase in 
price for the coming season. The Board was requested to take similar action 
in regard to other dried vine fruits. A letter was received from West Austra
lia wherein it was stated that the price of currants was not commensurate with 
the cost of production. 

The following is an outline of the general 
discussion on this vexed .Problem. Certain 
statistics hav-e been omitted for censorship 
reasons. 

Mr. Chapman: Currants are the only dried 
vine fruits in the non~irrigated areas. It does 
not need any amplification on my part to con· 
vince you that the man who has only currants 
to depend on is in a very s·eriou.s financial 
position after having been hit with the dry 
weather and frosts. Clare, with a normal 
production of 1,200 to 1,400 tons, does not pro
duce much over 200, the Angaston crops is 40 
per cent. of normal, and McLal'en Vale abollt 
80 per cent. The pri~e being. paid by the 
Ministry for Food is based on the abnormally 
low price year immediately prior to the war, 
and, while it may not s·eem fair to mention it 
now, we muc;t look somewhere else if we are 
to continue producing. 

Mr. Howie: The agenda items show that 
there is a v-ery real demand from the currant 
growers for a revision of export prices. It 
was mentioned at the last council meeting 
when we were discussing the 24/· flat pric·e in 
the second sale when the B-ritish authorities 
had told us that they were not eager to take 
currants at all. In the second year of con
tract, we obtained a slight increase, and there 
was no talk of a flat plioe, but the increase 
did not represent any consideration of the in· 
c-reased costs. Later, as the year went on, 
and the Levant fruit could not get to England, 
it appeat-ed to some of us that we should be 
able to obtain a be:Uer price for the currant 
growe-rs as we should be one of the principal 
'sources of supply. We had a case prepared 
when Dr. Page was going to England. Dr. 
Page expressed some diffidence at pressing, for 
an increased price at this stage, and making 
us appear to be grasping, but we convinced 
him that the cur-rant grower had had a raw 
deal compared with others. I have some hope 
of obtaining something now that that big quan· 
tity of Levant fruit is tied up. Previously 
the British Government felt that it had 9-n 
obligation to assist Greece by taking that 
country's currants, but now we should be in 
a bett-er position. 

of which 45,000 were Greek currants now off 
the market; and 15,000 to 25,000 from Smyrna, 
but out of an estimated crop of 27,000 tons 
this year all that the Turkish Government 
will allow the British purchasing commission 
is 10,000 tons, and only 5,000 of that firm. The 
Californian crop last year was 200,000 tons, 
but California has been sold out of dried fruits 
for two months, and the control pool and the 
stabilisation pools have been cleaned out. 

The price of Thompson's Seedless in Cali
fornia rose from 48 dollars a ton to 75 -dollars 
to the growers. Of last year's 200,000 tons, 
140.000 was used for local consumption and 
the balance for export-largely to the United 
Kingdom. 
As~uming that, out of a orop of 190,000 tons, 

this year California sends 50,000 to the United 
Kingdom, with 8,000 tons from South Africa 
and 10,000 tons from Smyrna, and possibly 
4·5,000 from Australia, there will be a total of 
approximately 100,000 tons against a consnmp· 
tion of 130,000 in pre-war years, or, allowing 
for the increase9, consumption under wartime 
conditions, of nearly 150.000. Great Britain 
faces the position in which there are only two· 
thirds of her supplie·s available. With in
creased costs of production we should get in· 
creased returns. 

Mr. Thomas and Mr. Mulvany {Export Con
trol Board) are trying to g.et us a reasonable 
price, and we do not want anything more than 
this. Dr. Page, in discussing our request, 
said th~t he did not like to push a man down 
when he was nearly drowning, but we replied 
that we were the ones who were nearly drown
ing, in the matter of the currant prices. We 
want the higher price to meet the increa.sed 
cost of production, and a more reasonable price 
for currants than we are getting today. Fede· 
ral Couilcil should express its views on this 
matter in definite terms. · 

Mr. Curren: We realise the position the 
Board is in. Mr. Malloch has said that the 
increase in the cost of production since 1939 
wa·s £4 a ton. Our figures for the last four 
years for currants are as follows:-

Year 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 

Currant Tons Return 
Pro-duction Per Acre Per Ton 

1230 1.2 £23 10 0 
1220 1.36 £20 
1833 1.52 £25 
1702 1.38 £23 

Taken over the four years, the average rea~ 

lised was.£2·2/15/- a ton or £30 an acre. On 
this basis, cu-rrants are a losing proposition. 
Dr. Page may not like the idea of pushing a 
drowning man down, and none ·or us g.rowers 
wants to embarrass the British Government, 
but we would like to get the cost of production 
equal to the increased cost of labor. 

VINE FRUITS DIFFERENTIA~ON 
1941 

The following vine fruits differentials for 
the purpose of final account sales have been 
decided upon by the Board of Management:-

CURRANTS Per Ton 
4 crown over 2 crown . . . . . . . . £7/10/-
3 crown over 2 crown . . . . . . . . . . £3 
2 crown . . . . .-. . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
1 crown under 2 crown . . . . . . . . £2/15/
M.F. un-der 2 crown . . . . . . . . . . £4/15/-

SULTANAS Per Ton 
5 crown over 3 crowp. . . . . . . . . . • £7 
4 crown over 3 crown . . . . . . . . . . £3 
3 crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
2 crown under 3 crown . . . . . . . . £2/10/-
1 crown under 3 crown . . . . . . . . £4/15/-
"Plain" under 3 crown . . £6/15/-
LEXIAS and WALTHAMS Per Ton 
6 crown over 3 crown . . . . . . . . . . £9 
5 crown over 3 crown . . . . . . . . £3 
4 crown over 3 crown . . . . . . £0/ 5/-
3 cr-Own and 2 crown . . . . . • . . Basis 
Seedless under 3 crown . . . . . . . . £5 
SWEAT BOX DELIVERY BASIS Per Ton 
6 crown over 3 crown . . . . . . £3 
5 crown over 3 crown . . . . . . . . £0/15/-
3 cfown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 

These differentials are subject to adjustment 
in the division of 5 crown into A and B grades, 
by ar;rang,ement in the various districts. 

TRACTORS MAY BE USED TO HAIIJL 
PRODUCE 

A Bill to permit producers to transport their 
produce by tractor-drawn trailers has been 
agreed to in . the Victorian Legislative Assem
bly, and it is expected that it will pas·s the 
Upper House. 

Under- it, permission is given to the producer 
cnting to the station solely for his own busi
ness to use rUbber-tyred tractors for the pur· 
pose of draWing trailei"s. The person in charge 
of the tractor must have a d:riving licence, and 
tractor and trailer must be insured against 
third paTty risk. The total exp·enditure will 
be in the vicinity of 22/-. 

Where steel·tyred trailers are used it will be 
nece•ssary for farmers to obtain the approval 
of the municipality when the haulage is over 
shire roads and the permi·ssion of the C.R.B. 
when it is over roads under the board's con
trol. It is likely that permission will be grant
ed to use only the side tracks where th·ere is 
a bitumen road. 

"D IUED FRUITS NEWS" 

Bi-Monthly Publication To Continue 
After some discussion as to whether the 

"Dried Fruits News" should be published 
quarterly during the war period, it was de
cided that the present bi-monthly issue should 
continue until reviewed again next October. 
wlien supplie·s of paper will be considered. 

Mr. Malloch: ·_so far, we have not been able 
to move the British Ministry from the position 
that the currant prices should be those ruling 
at the outbreak. of the war. However, we 
gave Dr. Page a statement of currant prices, 
in four-yearly pe·riods, since the Export Con
trol Board was formed, and also showing the 
increased costs of production, quoting every 
item of production for the grower. We have 
shown that the increased cost of production 
is round about £4 a ton on all fruits, plus an 
additional £4 a ton to bring the currants up 
to a reasonable price standard. Dr. Page did 
not promise that the currant growers would 
get the £8 a ton, but the case has been put 
up to him very strongly. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED liMITED 

Negotiation with the Ministry officials is a 
difficult matter, as they appear to be bound to 
a. ·definite price policy based on the pegged 
rates of September, 1939, as the maximum. 
They were prepared to go without a large par
cel of currants rather than meet the increase 
price suggested by us. 

Mr. Little: Have_ you any idea of the quan
tity of currants outside the blockade? 

Mr. Malloch: There are none, only what we 
have in Australia. The position for currants 
in the United Kingdom is going to be one of 
acute shortage. If the Food Ministry were 
not buying, the price would be much higher. 
BTitain's consumption :in pre-wa:r years was 
130,000 tons of currants, sultanas and lexias, 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Ronmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing ·of Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit--

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

Tree Fruits Pay ...... The Troops Need Them t • 
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THE FRUIT-PROCESSING 
COMMITTEE 

By A, V •. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. 

The Fruiteprocessing cOmmittee, which haS 
r.ecently come before the dried fruits industry 
on account of its recommendations for the 
treatment of stone fruits, is comprised of 
C.S. & . I.R. representation, ap.d the chief horti~ 
cultUral officers of New South Wales, Victoria, 
and South Australia. It· is essentially a tech
nical committee, consisting. of members who 
have been personally concern€d With the in
vestigations and recommendations for process
ing and preserving dried fruits of all kinds. 
There ba.ve been soine changes due to war con
ditions, necessitating a review of the percen
tage of moisture allowable in different packs, 
and also of the permissable percentage of sul
phur dioxide. 

The present arrangements are that the com
mittee meet again on December 11th, and it is 
expected that by that date the more important 
matters will be sufficiently advanced for the 
publication of recommendations to growers and 
packers. These will be circulated in the rural 
pr-ess of the· areas concerned. The circular 
will include the procedure for sulphuring stone 
fruits and pears; and the amount of sulphur
ing, necessary for the v-arious fruits. Many of 
these fruits for military use are now pack-ed in 
s~ealed tinplate, under conditionf3 wtb.ere no 
Ghanges in the sulphur-dioxide content or 
inoisture can be ·expected. The keeping qua-li
ties of fruit in the .sealed packs have· not been 
thoroughly investigated, and plans are being 
made to put samples aside for future examina
tion. This should not be a matter of great 
concern, as the seal will proba.bly preserve 
the fruit bettef than the present pape-r-lined 
boxes. 

The whole matter was discussed at a meet
ing of packers and groweirs of dried fruits, held 
at Barmera on November 8th. The industry 
and the Government authorities are agreed on 
the main issues; ~and also agree that greater 
~ttention should be giv·en to the field process
ing. 

Provision is also being made for technical 
measurements of sulPhur-dioxide and mois
ture, and for the circulation of the tables for 
use:- with various fruits with the ·electrical 
moisture meter. 

LEXIAS 

Report To Be Made By Mr. Lyon 
Some problems associated with- the produc

tion of the lexia, particularly fo.r ·export and 
for seeding, were dealt with at the Federal 
Council. The Chairman of the Board of Man
agement, Mr. Howie, sidd that growers were 
inclined to treat this, their most valuable var
iety, •a.s the Cinderella and were not getting 
the best out of the production. Mr. Lyon has 
undertaken to .make a full report on the essen
tial to the production of a high clas-s finished 
article. This will be published in the next 
issue of the "News." · 

INSURANCE OF REPRESENTA:TIVES 
Speaking at the Federal council, the Chair

man of the Board of Management, Mr. Howie, 
said that the point had been raU!ed as to the 
liability of the Association for accident insur
ance while delegates were travelling to and 
Iro on Association busine-ss. It was estimat
ed that, for an annual -expenditure totalling 
.£10 the delegates would be covered, each ror 
£500 (air travel excepted). 

It was agreed: •cThat this Federal Council 
authorise the Board of Management to effect 
,accident insurance cover of members of the 
Council,a.nd the Board, whilst travelling to and 
from, and attending meetings of the Connell 
and th-e Board." 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by agents as at Oct-ober 

31 disclose the following position:-
VINE FRUITS 

1941 1940 1939 
Tons T-ons Tons 

Currants .. .. .. 2727 2998 2758 
Sultanas .. .. .. 6973 7456 7506 
Lexias; .. .. .. 2700 2833 2691 -- -- --

12400 13287 12955 
TREE FRUITS 

Apricots . . . . . . 738 932 . 640 
Nectarines ..... 35 21 22 
Peaches .. .. ... 115 307 238 
Pears .. .. .. .. 58 185 82 
Prunes .. .. .. 889 1779 1432 -- -- --

1835 3224 2414 

PERSONNEL OF FEDERAL 
COUNCIL 

GROWER CONTROL 
Recent statements in Parliamentary circles, 

and by interests opposed to- organised market
ing, during the pass~able of Bills intended to 
create orderly marketing of the products of 
the faTnter, have tended to give the uninitiated 
the -conceptien that any group of plimary pro
ducers that is stabilised under its own efforts, 
buttres,sed by an Act, is a. dangerous -monopoly 
controlleQ. by the financial interests that dic
tate to the groweTS within the group, or in
dustry. 

In recent statements in State Houses of 
Parliament the opinion was freely expressed 
by certain members that this industry was in 
the category outlined above; and, unfortunate
ly, the respeCtive members of dried fruits pro
ducing areas did not s·e·e fit to correct mis
statements of fact. 

Having this aspect in mind, it is of interest 
to set out the list of the m-embers of the 
goverfting body of the Australian Dried Fruits 

'"'"""'""'''''"'''"'''''""''''"""n-n'""'""'"""'""""'""""''"""~ 

A Notable Absentee From j 
Federal Council I 

I i 

E. J. ROBERTS 

Mr. E. J. Roberts, who som-e of the 
more irreverant spirits of the Council 
<r-efer to as "Wendy"-because he never 
g.rows old-was a notable absentee from 
the 1941 Federal Council. This young 
man at 83 has taken a groeat part in 
building up .the A.D.F.A., and in times 
when it was not the "religion" it is to· 
day. In the recent stabilisation of the 
industry the ·experience and advice of '§ 
"E.J." was greatly appreciated by those § 
appointed to facilitate it, and it is a par. § 
ticularly apt gesture by the elected re- § 
presentatives of g-rowers at the Federal E 
Council to d-ecide to send a "cheerio" to § 
Mr. Roberts, and wish him a quick re- ~ 
~very from his indisposition. ~ 

= : :-.............................................................................................. ;: 

Association-the Federal Council-who attend
ed as the elected representatives of growers. 
The list is as follows:-

Victori~; E. J. Casey, s .. G. Cutler, H. V. 
Davey, H. H. Goo-dman, G. _J. Hyndnian, A. R. 
McDougall. J. W. A. McGregor, A. Poppleton, 
A. Rawlings, J. R. Gordon, H. Youngs, G. 
Wake. 

South Aust:roalia: A. J. Chapman, R. Curren, 
A. C. F-ricker, J. R. Jemis-on, C. S. Ruston, E. D. 
Sims. 

New South Wales, J. Boag, S. E. Keenan, 
J. R. Little, L. B. O'Donnell. 

Members of the Board of Management: J. H. 
Gordon, H. D.· Howie, E. J. Hudson, A. R. Law
rence, P. Malloch, D. C. Winterbottom. 

Agents' Representatives; H. R. Jones 
(Messrs. Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. 
Ltd.), H. W. Newton (G. Woo-d Soli & Co. 
Ltd.), T. F. McKay (M-essrs. Nyah Fruitgrow
ers' Co-op. Co. Ltd.). 

Of these, only four are not actually engaged 
full time in the production on their properties, 
and one_ is the general manager of a large 
g-rowers' co-ope.rative company. The basis of 
the election for the Board of ManageiJlent of 
the Association is that four out of the seven 
members shall be bona-fide growers, and 1n 
actual fact five of the seven are growers, work
ing their own properties, whose decisions are 
greatly assisted by the .advice of the remain
ing members who are to give valuable com
mercial advice. And so a sound and well bal
anced result obtains, that has been of such 
great value to the industry. 

Under the ·rules of the A.D.F.A. th.ree repre
sentatives of the Agents are permitted to at
tend Federal Council and ag.ent~ are also en
titled to be represented at the Board of Man
agement-to vote only on matters affecting the 
selling side. A very desirable help to those 
elected ·by growers to implement the will of 
the· industry. 

The dried fruits industry has been cited by 
many within, and without our ParHaments, as 
a ·model of organised marketing, and even 
those who are commercially biased in regard 
to the g-rower control admit its sound basis. 
Their contention that we are a monopoly 
mulcting the public breaks down in view of 
the recent permission of the Prices Commis
sioner for us to take 1a small rise in our 
charges to the public. There have been times 
when this industry has kept faith with this 
home- market in r.egard to ample supplies when 
the export return was more profitable. 

VOTE OF THANKS ITO CHAIRMAN 
In moving a vote of thanks to the Chairman 

of the Federal Council, Mr. J. -Jemison said 
that Mr: O'Donnell had done an ex~l"llent job 
in controlling the busineSs of the Council. He 
hoped that whoeVer was in the chair next 
yea.r would be presiding over a meeting held 
under better world conditions. 

Mr. O'Donnell, in thanking d-elegates for the 
expression, said that the keen attitU-de of mem
bers and their co-operation had made his task 
an easy one. 

" PARTNERS • lD PEACE and WAR 
As Empire P<trtnerll. Australia """' Canadd must work closely together. 

Canada has lowered tAriffs on Empire products and directed trdde into 
Empire channels, thus stimul4ting Austrai.idl1 Exports. You Cdil reciprOCdle 
by obtaining as much of your requirements as possible from c,oru,do. 
Every purchase from Candda aids our joint wcr effort 

Mutudl Building 
Wuntar <f B.liqb Streets. SYDNEY 

Vlctorid Insurance Co_ BuUding • 
1<1 Queen StreeL MEl.BOUB>II! 
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Production And Consumption 

EXTRACTS FROM THE SECRETARY'S 
REPORT 

Th~ following statistics are taken from the 
report submitted to Federal Council by the 
Association secretary (Mr. W. N. Sumner). 

The gradual increase in home consumption 
over the past seven years is in a greater ratio 
than the increase of population, and says 
much for our -aelling policy, together with the 
publicity work being carried out. 

In his report, Mr. Sumner states:-
The 1941 crop· of Australian dried vine 

fruits is estimated to yield 79,696 tons, com· 
pared with 95,562 tons in 1940. Early January 
rains in the eastern States were responsible 
for a considerable dec1 ease in currants. Al
though the sultana crop was not as large as 
in 1940, a big percentage of the pack con
sisted of the higher grades, brought about 
mainly by the favorable drying weather ex
perienced during the harvesting period. 

The estimated yield of vine fruits in the 
Commonwealth for season 1941, according to 
latest official ad vices is: 

currants SUltanas Lexias Total 
Tons Tons Tons Tons. 

Victoria .. 6,574 34,487 5,537 46,598 

resulting in a large proportion of the higher 
grades being produced. 

Lexias.-This year's Australian production 
is estimated at 10,749 tons, which is a record, 
being 2013 tons in excess of the 1940 pack. 
As was the case in 1940, a oonsiderable ton
nage was diverted from wine-making to dry
ing. 

Apricots.-The estimated Australian pack is 
1801 tons, which is the largest tonnage pro
duced since 1938. Owing to defence orders·, 
it was not possible to adequately provide fo.r 
the Commonwealth trade. New Zealand was 
the only export market to which a limited 
tonnage w:as shipped. 

Peaches.-The total Australian production 
is estimated at 542 tons, which is- above nor
mal, but owing tp service requirements the 
Commonwealth market was short. 

1940 1939 
Tons Tons 

Ourr~nts •• ... .. 3,658 3,532 
Sultanas .. .. .. 8,659 8,863 
Lexias .. .. . . 3,707 3,624 
Apricots .. ... .. 914 671 
Peaches . .... 301 256 
Nectarines .. .. 21 24 
Pears ... .. 214 109 
Prunes .. ...... 2,008 1,676 

Nectarines.-The Australian pack this year 
is estimated at 53 tons. The Commonwealth 
market could absorb a larger quantity. 

Pears.-It is estimated that the Australian 
production this_ year will be 302 tons, and 
after service requirements were met, only a 
very small tonnage wa'S available for the·

- Commonwealth. 
Prunes. - T-he Australian production this 

year iS estimated at 2098 tons, compared with 
2447 tons in 1940. The prune crop has been 
beloW' normal for the last three years, and 
owing to defence -orders, the .Commonwealth 
market has been in very short supp1y. 

CONSUMPTION 
The following figures are set out in full to 

show the sound advance made by the industry 
in this valuable home market: 

The total net A.D.F.A. sales for the Com
monwealth Were:-

1938 1937 1936 1935 1934 
Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons 
3,077 3,341 3,131 3,207 3,152 
7,87'5 7,788 7,311 7,316 6,725 
3,528 3,131 2,991 2,923 2,719 

637 631 695 516 424 
253 201 220 213 131 

30 22 24 25 18 
82 85 93 72 56 

1,834 1,774 1,593 1,404 1,125 
South Aust. 6,672 10,933 4,498 22,103 -- -- -- -- -- -- --
N.S.W .. 1,122 6,401 548 8,071 19,482 18,755 17,316 16,973 16,058 15,676 14,350 
West Aust. 2,457 301 166 2;924 -- -- -- --

16,,25 52,122 10,749 79,696 
The Association agents report an estimated 

pack of: Currants, 15,685 ton'S; Sultanas, 
50,160 tons; Lexias, 10,112 tons. Total: 75,957. 

On the foregging :figures, the percentage of 
the vine fruits handled by the Association is: 
Currants, 93.2 per cent.; Sultanas, 96.2 per 
cent.; Lexias, 94.1 per cent.; or 95.3 per cent. 
of the total crop, as compared to 95.0 per cent. 
in 1940 season. 

Tree Fruits;-The estimated Australian pack 
of dried tree fruit'S for season- 1941 is 4796 
tons, compared with 4902 tons in 1940. Apri

. cots, peaches and nectarine,s show' an in
creased tonnage over 1940, but prunes and 
pears are considerably less. The defence re
quirements amounting to 

Apricots . . . . . .. . . 35% 
Prunes .. .. .. . . 50% 
Peaches . . . . ·. . . . 75% 
Pears . . . . . . 85% 

took a large proportion of the' dried tree fruit 
pack, consequently it wa'S impossible to cater 
for the full needs of the Commonwealth 
market. 

The following tabla gives the estimated pack 
of the varioUs vari"eties for season 1941: 

Total ,;pack A.D.F.A. 

Prunes ....... . 
Apricots ...... . 
Peaches .. 
Nectarines 
Pears ... 

COMMENTS 

Tons Tons 
2098 1505 
1801 1337 

542 432 
53 36 

302 239 

4796 3549 

Currantsi.- The total Australian pack this 
year i'S estimated at 16,825 tons, compared 
with 24,791 tons in 1940. With the exception 
of Western Australia, rains in the -early part 
of January considerably reduced the yield 
and also affected the quality. 

Sultanas.-The Australian- production this 
year is estimated at 52,122 tons, which is 9913 
tons below the yield in 1940. The weather 
dUring the1 harvesting period was satisfactory, 

Food Value Of Dried Fruits 

ALKAUNE IN 11HEIR REACTION 
The following interesting commentary on the 

mlue of -dried fruits for the balance·d ration 
necessary to good health, is from the .. New 
Zealand Grocers' Review." 

T-he normal life of the cells of our bodies 
requires that the bl-ood which nourishes and 
regenerates -them .shall have at all times a 
slight alkaline reaction. From a, lessening of 
this alkalinity results the dangerous condition 
known as acidosis. 

Fruits and vegetables have a ,predominance 
-of alkaline-forming elements. But the usual 
diet contains quantities of meat, fish and eggs 
-,foods with "a distinct excess of acid-forming 
elements." The more such fo.ods are used, 
"the more important it is that fruits an-d vege
tables .be also used liberally."-(Sherman: 
"Food Products.") 

Almost all dried fruits are alkaline in their 
reaction. ·But in this resrpect raisins are -out
standing. The'y are so high in "Potential alka
linity" that they are fourth in. :a list of nearly 
fifty fruits and vege-tables, printed by Sherman 
in the w,ork from which 'rwe have quote-d. OnlY 
olives, dried lima beans and spinach have 
higher .potenUal alkalinity. ::Fior all foods lisJl 
ed the average index is 8.7. For raisins the 
:figure is 23.7. 

This :q,lkalinity is not m-erely "potential." It 
is actual. Careful scientific experiments, based 
on fee.ding tests with healthy human subjects, 
have proved that dTied fruits, and particularly 
raisins, are -among the foods most valuable 
for maintaining in the ;body the alkaline bal
ance that is essential to health. 

VITAMINS. TOO 
There are .styles in diet as in clothes. For 

years the world ate and fasted by calories . . . 
later the p-erils of acidosis :filled the "health 
columns" . . . today vitamins hold the stage. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
MIL DURA 

OPERATING AT 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALI,TY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager. 

Their existence was discovered only a few 
years ago; the list of them is continually be
ing lengthened; their real natu:re is even yet 
unknown. 

Much 'Wnrk remains to be done:: before the 
vitamin content of each variety of dried fruit 
will be determined, but enough has been done 
tO demonstrate that these fo.ods contain vari
ous vit,amins, and in substantial amounts. 

It is known that among the dried fruits 
named, prunes contain Vitamin A, rrusms~ 
prunes, ·peaches, .apples contain Vitamin B, 
and apple§ and peaches Vitamin 0. By a bal
anced use of these various fruits more of these 
vitamins may be gotten into the· menu.* 

The grand essentials .of hapvj.ness are some
thing, to do, something to love, and something 
to hope for. 

No one food~not even milk-supplies all the 
elements necessary to proper nutrition. Nor 
is any food a sour-ce for all the vitamins. The 
ideal diet is the balance diet, one of different 
foods which together yield in proper propor·' 
tions the varlous factors required for health. 
This series has shown ho-w large a part dried 
fruits can, play in such a diet-how they supply 
the easily digestible sugars needed Dor energy, 
the minerals needed in bone building and in 
regenera~iun of blood, the antacids necessary 
to maintain the normal alkalinty of the body, 
and the roughage needed for its~ normal cleans
ing. To that list add now the fact that they 
are sources or vitamins necessary to health. 

What more in "health value" can any food 
offer? Calory value. 

A good deal has b'een written about calor
ies and th-eir food value, & but how few there 
are that realise its significance. 

"A pound of prunes contains 1160 calories.', 
Compare this with the calory value ·of other 
foods, commonly regarded as Tich sources of 
energy. A pound of potatoes holds but 300 
calories, a pound of milk 310, a pound of sal
mon 640. 

A calory is a measure of heat. Applied to 
foods it mea.sure their value in supplying en
ergy to the body. 

The en-ergy value in one pound of prunes is 
equal to that necessary to raise the tempe,ra.-
ture of three gallons of water from freezing 
(32 degr,ees) to boiling (212 degrees). 

Nor are prunes exceptional among dried 
~ruits. One pound of dried peaches or of 
apricots contains about 1250 calories, of .figs 
about 1440, of raisins over 1500! 

The housewife who buys ·dried fruits for bel• 
family knows food values. 

A tea kettle of ave'rage size holds three 
quarts. The 1160 calories in a pound of 
prunes would heat four such kettles full of 
water from freezing (32 degrees F.) to boiling 
(212 degrees F.). 

*Letters of the alphabet are used to desig
nate the different vitamins. At present Vita
mins are recognised by their action in th,e 
body, or by the ill effects of their absence. For 
example, lack of vitamin A causes a serious 
disease of the eyes; lack of vitamin B. which 
itself is a combination of several vitamins, 
causes the diseases beriberi, Pellagra and other 
fatal ailments; lack of vitamin C causes 
.scurvy; lack of vitamin D Produces rickets, 
etc., etc. Such serious illnesses result from 
extreme lack of these vitamins; insufficient 
quantities may produce less,er ailments or 
health deficiencies .. 
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The Viticulturists Union Of 
West Australia 

AN ACTIVE GROWERS' ORGANISATION 
We are in receipt of an interesting letter 

from this very active unit in the West. Al
though, for .some r·eason or other, this body- is 
not a branch of the A.D.F.A. its policy is in 
keeping with the principles of this association, 
as the letter indicates. The letter reads:-

Deai' Sir,- . 
The enclosed cutting _ (re. th~- prosecution of 

a grower and published herein. Ed.) will no 
doubt be of interest of growers throughout the 
:industry. Although the name of the defen· 
dent is not mentioned, I would be glad if you 
will .obtain further particulars from the secre
tary of the State Board and publish the, mat
ter prominently in the "News." 

This _:union i,s wholeheartedly behind the 
Board in its endeavors to stop illicit trading 
and to preserve the principles of Ord.erly Mar
keting. I might add that the Union request
·ed the Board to pre.ss the case eV'en at the 
Tisk of losing it. This as a warning to grow
oers. Yours faithfully, 

(signe.d) .r. DUFF, Secreta,ry. 
At the general meeting of the Union Me-ssrs. 

Edgecombe and Ham, present members of the 
Board, and Messrs. Duff and Stone, were s,e ... 
lected as candidates of the Union to contest 
the elections for the Dried Fruits Board. 

THE WEST AUSTRALIAN BOARD 
At recent meetings of the Board a consider

able portion of the' ag,enda was d-evoted to 
general administrative matters. The acting 
chairman, Mr. L. Ham, referred with regret 
to the death of the late chairman o.f the 
Board, Mr. A. H. Dickson, and stated the very 
high regard in which he was held by mem
bers. He also reported with concern the 
-passing of the late secretary of the N-e•w South 
\:Vales Board, Mr. G. A. Try. 

The question of the condition of grnwers' 
drying racks was fully discussed and follo·wiug 
au interview with the .State Supervising Officer 
of the Agricultural Dep-a,rtmeiit, the secretary 
stated that it had been sugg,ested that the 
names of growers whose drying racks were in 
an objectionable condition, following a report 
by the Board's inspector, should be supplied 
to the Depar.tment'-s inspectors prior to the 
drying of next year's. pack of dried vine fruits, 
so as ·to bring abo:ut an improvement in the 
condition of the racks refie,rred to. 

The secreta,ry was instructed to ascertain if 
the Department's inspectors generallY could 
be availed of to draw the attention o-f growers 
to the desired imp-rovement of their drying 
racks,· when visiting their properties. 

"Ohanez" Grapes: Correspondence exchang
e-d with the A.D.F.A. and Consultative Commit~ 
tee, D.F\ Boards, on this subject, wa.s _submit· 
ted, but in view of the fact that such grapes 
were gro-wn in W.A. for sale as fresh fruit 
.only, and did not contain sufficient sugar con
tents for drying purposes, there did not ap
pear to he need to bring such fruit under D.:F. 
legislation in W.A. Howevel', it was decided 
to await a reply from the Consultative Com
mittee of the Dried F'lruits Boards nf the inti
mation to that effect. 

Other matters dealt with were in connec
tion with markings and certain undesirable 
features of some boxes of fruit sent to Easte.rn 
State~, reports on which JJ.ad been received 
from d·ri•ed fruits inspectors in -the E,ast. Pub
licity was di-scussed and action taken to fur
ther the sale of fruit as part of a new drive. 
The electo-ral regis.ter of growers was brought 
up-to-date. 

THE VICTORIAN STATE 
BOARD 

At a meeting of the Board held at Swan Hill 
the chairman, Mr. Moloney, referred in feeling 
terms to the recent sudden death of Mr. G. A. 
Try (s·ecretary, New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board). The chairman's remarks we·re en
dorsed by all members of the Board who ex
p.ressed the opinion that the industry general
ly, and the New South Wales Dried Fruits 
Board in particular, had suffered a severe loss 
in the death of Mr. Try. 

The question of the inclusion of .an---varieties 
of dried plums in the Dried Fruits Acts was 
again reviewed, and the Board Te-affirmed its 
previous decision that dried -plums should be 
brought under control. It was agreed that 
the matter should be listed for the next meet~ 
ing of the Consultative Committee with a View 
to securing .similar action in the· States of New 
South Wales and South Australia. 

Our Mailing List 
Branches and growe,r,s generally are 

asked to co-operate in keeping the 
"Dried Fruits News" maHing list up-to
date, by letting us know of any changes 
m their areas. The list is .sent out 
periodically for revision by packing 
houses, and this service is appreciated. 
However, in a list of approximately 7,000 
names alterations are taking place every 
week. We want to -avoid waste, espe· 
cially in these times, and we particular- -
ly desire newcomers to the industry to 
be awar:e of its service's and value. A 
letter to "Sunraysia Daily," Mildura, 
yictoria, marked ·"Dried Fruits News," 
or to the Editor, J. H. Gordon, Stewart 

~ P.O., Victoria, will be appreciated. 

~ .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,; 
The Chairman stated that, following repre

sensations by th·e Victorian Board, the Consul
tative Committee, at its last meeting, decided 
to recommend that the variety of dried grapes 
known as "Ohanez" should be brought within 
the regulations under the State Dried Fruits 
Acts as and f,rom the 1st .January, 1'942. The 
views of the Australlan Dried Fruits Associa
tion,, which is understood to be considering 
the matter, are now being awaited by the 
Board. 

The chairman outlined the present position 
with regard to furthe:r plantings of dried vine 
fruits. He sai-d that, following on the declara
tion of policy by the. Victorian Government, 
which was recently announced as the result of 
representations made to the Government by 
himself and Mr. A. Rawlings (a member of 
the Victorian Board and also chairman of the 
Merbein District Council of the A.D.F.A.) the 
State Boauds of New South Wales and South 
Australia had decided to approach their res
pective Premiers with the object· of obtaining 
similar declarations of policy, and thus o'pen 
the way for ~ uniform policy amongst the 
three States conce.rned, and, in addition, the 
ultimate setting up of a Committ·ee to give 
effect to- such policy. 

•Mr. Moloney reported that the first inspec~ 
tion under the Queensland Fruit and Vegetable 
Act, which was amended at the request of the 
Dried Fruits Boards of Victoria, NeW South 
Wales and South Australia, had just been com
pleted. It "was pointed out that the result ot 
the Inspector's investigations had disclosed 
a number of offences against the Regulations, 
which showed clearly that this legislation was 
fully justified in the interests of the dried 
fruits producing States. 

13 

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
BOARD 

Items dealt with at the ifecent meetings of 
the Board cov.er ,a good deal of routine work 
regarding quotas, insp·ectors' reports, and 
finance. Matters that are of more immediate 
interest to growers are .set out:-

Following the decision to arrange a confer
ence with the south Australian Packers Asso
ciation at Barmera, the matte1· of. the mois
ture content in prune·s and apricots was dis
cussed and the .secretary submitted notes of 
the conferenee·. The Packers' resolution re
commending a 25 per cent. maximum moisture 
content for d-ried apricots was noted. With a 
view Of closer co-operation between the Board 
and the Packe·rs, it was decided to inform the 
Packers' that the Boar-d desired to be associ' 
ated with the special processing committee~ 
which the conference proposed to constitute. 

On the matter of additional plantings being 
restricted- it was de·cided to submit to the 
Government the memorandum agreed to by 
the Consultativ0 Committee of the State 
Boards. This sets out in clear terms the 
views of these Boards, and of growers gene-. 
rally, and provides for a. unifol*ln policy to be 
followed by the States iriterested in the Mur
ray waters. 

At the request of the Victorian Board it was 
agreed t"o .stat8 a case setting out the Board's 
views on the matter of the :proposal to bring 
dried plums within the ambit of Statutory 
control. 

The Bo~r-d l-e1arned with regret of the pass· 
ing of Mr. A. H. Dickson, chairman of the 
WeSt Australian Board, and Mr. G. A. Try, 
secretary of the New South Wales Board. 
Botb of whom were known persona.lly to 
membe•rs, and sympathy was expressed. 
The actio·n of the~ se·creta,ry in ~ending tri
butes on behalf Qf the BoaFd was appreci· 
a ted. 
The reports of office1·s of the inspection 

branch were noted with interest. These cov
e;red a survey of the supervision of g:rading, 
the need for certain improvements in some 
packing plant, and .some interesting features 
of the work of the investigation offic·er, Mr. 
Noblet. -

DOOR CLASSIFICATION SATISFACTORY 
An informative report on the 1941 season bY 

the supervising grader, M·r. P. Leighton, was 
received. This suggested that the door clas
sification plan in operation in the Renmark 
area had not only produced a general higher 
standard of grading, but also point·ed to an 
appreciable monetary gain to growers in that 
area. 

Co-operation with the Health Week campaign. 
authorities had been maintained, and the 
Board had supplied certain adv-ertising matter. 
A report of the Rese<irch Officer, Mr. Kemp~ 
on problems in the Non-inigated Areas was 
received. ·This deals with cultural problein.s 
and soU research, and is now published in the 
October issue of the South Australian .Journal 
of Agriculture. ----

Vine fruits Quotas-1941 
The State Boards have recently agreed· to 

the following quotas for vine fruits for home 
consumption: Cu.l'lfants, 23 per cent.; sultanas, 
17 per cent.; lexias, 39 per cent. The· quota 
fixed for sultanas will not apply to West Aus
tralia, where the local market is able to ab
sorb the total local pack of this variety. 

In regard to dTied tree fruits, the existing 
quotas remain as the acquisition by tp-e com
monwealth Government for SerVice purposes 
of substantial proportions of prunes, dri-ed 
peaches, apricots and Pears has le-ft the Aus
tralian market short. 

Tree Fruits Pay-The Troops Need Them • • 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
Payroll Tax ~ The Question of Lexia Differen~ 
tials ~ Production Requisites Sought· Need for 

more Tree Fruits for Army 
A good many of the matters recently dealt with by the Board of Manage

ment were of a preliminary nature, with a view to further discussion at the 
Federal Council. These will be dealt with in reports on the discussions there. 

A matter that is of particular interest is the 
problem of an equitable adjustment of the re~ 
turns from lexias and walthams. There is 
only a ·limited market d·emand for certain 
grades as such, the balance being used foil" 
seeding-the development of which has done 
so much to increase the sales of this class of 
fruit over the past few years. This matter 
has been -the medium of a considerable amount 
of discussion over the recent meetings- of the 
Board, and at the October meeting the chair-_ 
man, Mr. Howie, said that, in his opinion, the 
condition precedent to the adoption of the 
resolution passed at the September meeting of 
the Board reading as foUows:-

"That seeders be instructed that any 5· 
crown fruit used for seeding be treated a·s 
part of the Commonwealth quota and be in· 
voiced at £1 per ton net differential over the 
Commonwealth price for 2-crown, 3-crown and 
4-crown grade'' 
was the acceptance of the principle that lexias 
used for seeded raisins were to be _treated as 
if they were a separate market, thus ensuring 
all growers. taking an equal shareJ of the sales· 
of seed€d raisins to each market, and also any 
sales of 5-crown fruit at the sp·ecial differential 
as fixed for seeding purposes. This position, 
however, had not been made; clear in the min
utes, and in yiew of this, together ·with the 
fact that only a very limited quantity of 5-
crown fruit would be used for seeding this 
year, resulted in it being decided to rescind 
the motion passed at the September Board 
meeting and the following resolution was duly 
passed: 

"That the resolution passed at t~e ·Septem· 
ber Board meeting regarding payment of £1 
per ton for 5-crown lexias used for seeding be 

:l'Jescinded and agents advised accordingly." 
It was agreed that shipments of bulk lexias 

and waithams to the United Kingdom be 
treated in the adjustment separate from ship
ments of seeded raisins to the same market, 
the intent being that each s,eetion of g,rowers 
would participate pro-rata on a pack basis in 
the sales of bulk lexias and seeded raisins to 
the United Kingdom. 

Following the discussions on the qUestion of 
labor for the coming harvest, at the Fe·deral 
Council, the Board, which ha"S taken earlier 
action in interviewing appropriate authori
tLes, decided to take up the matter with the 
Minister of Labor and request that he confer 
with the Minister for the Army regarding the 
establishment ·of mHitia camps in the :13ollow
ing areas.-Victoria: - Merbein, Mildura, Red 
Cliffs, Nyah, Wobrinen. South Australia: Bar
mera, Berri, Renmark and ~aikerie. N.S.W.: 
Coomealla.· 

As this position 2-nust be influenced by the 
international situation, no immediate decision 
is anticipated, but we are assured that the 
Minister will give it his full consideration. 

PRODUCTION REQUISITES 
A good deal of concern is shown through

out the industry at the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies of materials essential to production 
and the average maintenance ef the holdings. 
The secretary, who had circularised packers, 
reported a list of urgent requirements sub
mitted by them on behalf of growers. He 
had submitted the industry's requirements to 
the Minister of Supply, but it was learnt that 
full suppUes would not be released owing to 
urgent defen-ce needs. Regarding the supplies 
of galvanised iron it has been suggested by 
the department that we -should use terne
.coated sheets in lieu, or, alternatively, as-

FOR QUALITY, LONG LIFE AND ECONOMY 

RYLANDS' 

'WARATAH' 
Wire • Netttng 
Years of wire-making experience lie 
behind every coil of Rylands' "Wara
tah" Wire Netting. It is woven from 
quality wire and carries a heavy coat 
of galvanising, only pure electrolytic 
zinc being used for this purpose. Al
ways rolls out straight and flat. 

Stocked by leading- distributors in the fol
lowing rang,e of. sizes: 

Meshes 

~-inch 

l-inch 
!l-inch 
li'-inch 
H-inch 
!!·inch 
H·inch 

2-inch 
2-inCh 
3-inch 
4-inch 

Gauges 

22 
20 
17B 
17A 
17B 
17A 
18B 
18 
19 
16 
16 

Widths 

24, 30 and 36-inch. 
24, 30 8.nd 36-inch. 
12, 36 and 42-inch. 
42-inch. _ 
12, 36, 42 and 48·inch. 
36 and 42·inch. 
12, 36 and 42 Inch. 
36-inch. 
24, 36, 48, 60 and 72·inch. 
30 and 36-inch. 
24, 30 and 36·inch. 

Made from B.H.P. Steel at Newcastle, 
New South Wales, by 

R.YLANDS BROS. (A.ust.) Pty. Ltd. 
Head Office: 422 Little Collin, St., Melb. 

bestos cement sheets. As the t-erne-covered iron 
Ls not suitable for the manufacture of dip-tins, 
the Ministry 'Of Munitions agreed to make sup
pHeS of galvanised fiat iron available. Re
garding galvanised Wire, certain gauges only 
could be niade available, and only approxi
mately 50 per cent. of grower'S' requirements 
eould be supplied. It is understood that this. 
will be in 10 and 12~ gauges. 

SECATEUR PARTS 
Following an inquiry from the Mid-Murray 

District Council, it was found that anvils for 
small and large roll-cut secateurs were being 
made by one of the leading hardware com
panies, but the supply of blades was a mat
ter of arrangement. The secretary (Mr. Sum
ner) after interviewing eertain firms had now 
succeeded in having samp.les made at a rea
sonable rate. These were shown at the Board 
me·eting and several members have tested 
them und·er severe conditions wtth exceilent 
results. With certain minor adjustments 
these blades should be a succes'S and already 
several large packers have ordered quantities. 

INTERSTATE CHARGES FUND 
Statem.ents prepared by Mr. Winterbottom 

in connection with the charges made on the 
Victorian and South Australian interstate 
charges funds for vine and tree fruits, and 
showing the tonnages shipped to the different 

· port'S during season 1940, was submitted- to 
the Board. A very close examination of these 
state1-nents was made. 

TREE FRUITS 
The present interstate charge on tree fruits 

showed a considerable loss, therefore, it was 
resolved: "That the interstate charges on tree· 
fruits be increased 17/6 per ton for Victoria 
and South Au'Stralia for season 1941, and that 
same be retT-ospective to the commencement 
of the season." 

VINE FRUITS 
I!esolved: "That on account of the increas

ed costs due to a large percentage of lexias 
being packed in carton seeded form, the inter
state charge for· lexias be increased in Vic
toria and South -Australia by 4/ p-er ton for 
season 1941 and that same be retrospective 
to the commencement of the 'Season." 

Members expressed the appreciation of •the 
Board to Mr. Winterbottom for the valuable 
information contained in the statements sub
mitted. 

TREE FRUITS--'SEASON 1942 
A letter was received from Messrs. Co-op. 

Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., giving an un
official estimate of the defence requirement1:3 
of dried tree fruits fOr the coming season, for 
the various 'Services. From the estimates 
ment'ioned, it is evident that a considerable 
proportion of the anticipated pack of the dif
ferent varieties of tree fruits will be required 
for the services· and it would seem as. though 
there will again be a shortage in the Com
monwealth supplies. It was felt that every 
endeavor should be made to increase the pro
duction of the different varieties of tree fruits. 

Following .the discu-ssion at Federal Council 
meeting, tha.t growers with a few trees of 
apricots, peaches, etc., should be induced to 
dry, in ord·e,r to try and ,increase the output, it 
was resolved: "That packing houses be cir
cularised and that the lo-cal papers be asked 
to publish an itE..:n recommending grow'ers to 
use all their available supplie'S of tree fruits." 

MERCHANT MATTERS 
Representa'Lives of the Federal Dried Fruits 

Distributors' Association of Australia discuss
ed with a committee of the Board a number 
of matters of interest, from; their recent meet
ing in Sydney. 

PAYROLL TAX 
The paYroll tax office advised that there is 

no prOvision under the Act for exemption fr-om 
regi'Stration of anyone paying wages over £20 
per week, therefore, all growers must register 
and at the same time make application for 
exemptiom from payment of the tax. Forms 
will be made available at post offices and 
packing houses·. 

DRIED OHANEZ 
Following a discUssion at the August Board 

meeting, the secretary ·reported that he had 
consulted the Chairman of the Victorhn Dried 
Fruits Board, who said there was no po'Ssi
bility of preventing the drying pf the Ohanez 
grape, as suggested by us; it was, therefore, 
decided that our previous recommendation 
should stand. 

Other matters dealt with following the Fede
ral Council w'ere· in relation to the availability 
of coal supplies for pumping plants in pro
ducing areas; accident insurance for dele
gates; the size of riddl-es for cored pears; 
and arrangements were made for approach to 
the appropriate authorities with a view to im
plementing the wishes of the -Council. 
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THE FINANCES OF THE 
ASSOCIATION 

A STABLE POSITION 
A statement of the financial position of the 

Association was submitted to the recent Fiede
ral Council meeting at .Mildura. In the past 
it ha.s been the practice to appoint a Financ·e 
Committee from the Council, having- as wide 
a representation of the various areas as possi
ble, without being unwieldy. HoweV'e:r, in 
view of the need for economy, the confe.rence 
was confined to one day, and it -was d·ecided 
by- d·elegates that Mr. Winterbottom should 
review the statement in detail during the sit
ting, instead of the conference being delayed 
by the a.bse~ce of a Iarg,e committee, which 
in normal times ·examined the details previous 
to making a report to the full Council. In re
ply to a question, it was. pointed out that the 
Finance Committee had no power, under the 
rules, to act between the meetings of the F'ede~ 
ral Council unles·s, as was the case during the 
:embryo period of the stabilisation scheme, it 
was specifically authoris·ed to do so by the 
Council. 

In revi-ewing the items, Mr .. Winterbottom 
said that the year's op-erations had been suc
cessful, and the expenditure had been the low~ 
e·st for as far hack as he had gone through 
the records. Federal Council allowances 
{ £154 against £215 the preceding year) and 
Council travelling 1tllowanc·es ( £ 97 against 
£160) showed a considerable reduction, 
largely owing to the meeting having been he1<1 
at Mildura instead of Melbourne. The "Dried 

F1ruits News'' cost £·506, against £612. The 
g,rant to the Joint Publicity Committee was 
£463, compa·red with £212, but it included a 
grant of £2·50 for special work, following a 
Council recommendation that the amount be 
increased. The £132 for marketing organisa
tion was in connection with visits to Canberra 
to discuss prices increases with the Prices 
Commissioner. Another additional item ·of 
expenditure was the·· £70 for hospital endow
ments in memory of the la.te Mr. Alex. F. Bell. 
The total expenditure for the year was £5567, 
against £6(}22 the preceding yea;r, and £5903 
for 1939. From the total revenue of £12,903, 
the amount of £7336 had been added to the 
General Fund account, making it £37,416. 
The overdraft at the Comme·rcial Banking 
Company of Sydney Ltd. was involved in the 
stabilisation scheme. The Board, said Mr. 
Winterbottom, felt that the year had be-en a 
very successful one from the point of view of 
working 'expenses, and ;recommended und·er 
this h·eading that the allowances and expenses 
remain on the present basis. He add·ed that 
the Secr-etary'.s report ·dealing with statistics 
of the crop- showed the Association'.s strong 
position. 

It was recommended that the Head Office 
Levy be maintained at 3/- pe.r ton, 6d. of which 
would go back to Branches or Groups as in 
the past. 

In reply to a qu-estion regar.ding the 3/
Levy, Mr. H. D. Howi'e·. said that he felt that 
the general statement on the stabilisation 
scheme that Mr. MallOch was to make would 
indicate the need for this. 

·Mr. Malloch, after referring d·elegates to 
earlier detailed statements regarding the sta
bilisation of the Industry, and amplifying the 

HEAD OFFICE ACCOUNT 

items before the Council, said that growers 
had to be ready at all times to meet problems 
as they a·ro.se, and in the widespread ramifica,.. 
tiona of an Industry like ours it would be fool
ish to relax. Experience had taught the Board 
that these problems did appear from time to 
time, and they had to be met immedlatel;t. 
Compared with the goodwill the Industry en
joyed, said Mr. Malloch, and the stabl'e posi'
tion it held today despite the many attacks on 
!t. he felt that the comparative cost to grow
ers had been small 

M.r. G. Wake said that those who had car
ried the burd·en of the stabilisation of the In
dustry deserved the heartfelt aPpr.eciation of 
all, and he moved a sincere v-ote of thanks to 
them, and to the Board of Management. 

Mr. A. Rawlings, who was supported by 
other d·elegates, .said that the Board had done 
more than was generally realised in holding 
the stability of the Industry when it was seri
ously threatened, and Mr. Winterbottom point
ed out that, as the main burden of the work 
involved in the scheme was ca:rried by MessrS. 
Malloch, Howie, Jon·es, and Mr. Haynes, it 
was the pleasure of the other Board members 
to state this with gratitude. 

The reports were adopted, and the vote of 
thanks carri'ed by acclamation. Mr. Howie and 
Mr-. Malloch, in responding, said that it had 
been an anXious time, but they had been help. 
ed considerably by the members of the Board, 
and the confidence and busin·esslike attitude of 
the council. It was heartening to have the 
appr-eciatlon of the elected representatives of 
th·e g,rower.s. 

The following is a statement of the finances 
of the Association:-

Revenue Account for the Twelve Months Ended Se.ptember 30, 1941 

To Chairman's Allowance . . . . . . . . . 
" Board Allowances ·. . . . . . . . . . . . 
" Federal Council Allowances . . . .. 
" Board Travelling Expenses . . . . . . 
" Federal Council Travelling Expenses 

.~• Head Office Salarie·s . . . . . . . . . . 
~· Inspectors' Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . 
, Adelaide Office . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

" Travelling Expenses-Head Office . 
"Rent ................... . 
" Printing and Stationery . . ; . . . . . 
" Postages, Telegrams and Telephones 
" Legal Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
" Audit Fees . . .·. . . . . . . . . . . 
·" General Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . 

" "Australian Dried Fruits News" .. 
" Grant to Joint PublicitY Committee 
" Marketing Organisation· . . . . . . . . 
" Hospital Endowments-Alex. F. Bell 

" Depreciation, Office Furniture .. 
" Balance to General Fund Account 

£500 0 0 
596 0 0 
154 9 3 
179 11 2 

96 16 8 

1754. 0 0 
17 17 0 

166 10 10 

44 15 3 
286 0 0 

. 189 4 9 
246 4 3 

27 16 6 
75 0 0 
51 16 4 

506 11 10 
462 10 0 
131 18 9 

70 0 0 

£lo26 17 1 

1938 7 10 

920 17 1 

1171 0 7 
10 0 0 

7336 4 11 

£12,903 7 6 

By Head Office Levy-1940 Season 
Les·s Paid to. Branches 

" Head Office Levy-1941 Season 
Less Paid to Branches . . . . 

Interest on Depo;sit Account .. 
Interest on Commonwealth Bonds 

" Interest Commonwealth Savings Bank 

Balance Sheert as1 ;at Septembe'r 30, 1941 

LIABILITIES 

Com-mercial Banking Company Qf Syd
ney Limited-

Melbourne-current Account . . . . 
General Fund Account . . . . . . . . . . 

Add Balance of Revenue Account . 

,Stabilisation Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . 

£30,079 14 6 
7,336 4 11 

£5,931 17 11 

37,415 19 5 
40,979 6 3 

£84,327 3 7 

ASSETS! 
Commonwealth Savings Bank . . . . . . 
Commercial Banking Oompany of Syd

ney Limited-Deposit Account ... 

Commonwealth Treasury Bonds -
£16,300 at Cost . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Office Furniture . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Sundry Advances from General Fund 
Sundry Advances from Stabilisation 

F'und . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Contingent Asset: 
Levy Due bY Agent'S on Season 1941-

Fruit Unsold at this Date 

AGENTS' DEPOSITS, FREIGHT & 11NTERSTATE FUND 
Balance Sheet as a,t Se,prt:e·mbe~ 130, 1941 

LIABILITIES 

Agents' Deposits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Amounts Received from: Agents ·on A/c of 1941i Season 
Accumulated Funds Account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

£3100 0 0 
897 6 6 

1818 15 11 

£5816 2 5 

ASSETS; 
Commercial Banking Company of Sydney 

Limited-
Fixed Deposits . . . . . . . . . . . . 
CUrrent Account . . . . 

Commonwealth Savings Bank - Current 
Account ...... · ........... . 

£4641 16 7 
767 17 7 

9214 3 8 
709 0 1 

28 11 3 
421 6 9 
74 6 11 

£23 4 4 

3,528 11 3 

£3250 0 0 
136 2 5 

£3873 19 0 

8505 3 7 

524 4 11 

£12,903 7 6 

£3,551 15 7 

15,744 9 6 
123 8 2 

23,928 4 1 

40,979 6 3 

£84,327 3 7 

£2,241 0 4 

3386 2 6 

2430 0 0 

£5816 2 5 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
REPORT TO FEDERAL 

COUNCIL 

Disposal Of Crop Satisfactory 

SUPPLIES AND COSTS DIFFICULT 
The Chairman of the Board, Mr. H. D. 

Howie, O.B.E., submitt'ed the following report 
on the operations of the executive of the 
association:____: 

Owing to the continuance and spread of the 
war, this year has been one of grave anxiety 
to all. The ever increasing call for men for 
the fighting, forces -of the Empire has been 
respond.ed to nobly in the fruit producing 
areas. Our gratitude is due to the men who 
are serving and recognition is given to the 
fact that were it not for the wonderful work 
nf the combined Empire ·Forces, an industry 
suCh as ours, dependent on expo.rt, would 
quickly languish. As it is, :the trade routes 
have been kept open and the bulk of our 1941 
crop o[ dri'ed fruit-s has been shipped ov.erooeas 
and the' mar·keting of this. crop is almost com
pleted. 

The drain of men from our districts has 
been so g·reat that the problem of whe-re to 
find the necessary labor for the coming har
vest has yet to be solved. Your Board has 
approached the Military Authorities, with the 
request that the dates for Militia service 
should be so fixed as to allow for the men from 
f.ruit growing areas to be 'available for har
V'est -labor. Other proposals are being en
quired into, with the object of -securing labor 
wherever possible. 

Your Board regrets having, to record the 
deaths oL Mr. G. A. Try, of Sydney, and 11·:1!". 
A. H. Dickson, of Perth. Both these gentle
inen have rendered good ·service to the Dried 
Fruits Industry, Mr. Try as secretary to the 
New South \:Vales Dried Fruits Board since 
its inception, and Mr. Dickson as chai'rman of 
the -Dried F.ruits Board (W.A.). 

Within the past fortnight, since· this report 
was draHed, the industry has suffered the loss 
of the late Mr. Alex McKinnon, of Red Cliffs; 
a valued membcer ·of this council for many 
years. 

1941 CROP-VINE FRUITS 
The production figures as set out in the sec

retary's report show that the .sultanas and cur
rant tonnages were .down. In the cq,se of 
sultanas, the lighter crop was not due- to any 
climatic disaster, but was a seasonal vari.mce, 
whereas the reduction in currants was largejy 
-due to rain damage in January. The g_ordo 
crop was a heavy one, and there was sufficient 
fruit to supply th·e demand for wine-making, 
and also provide an increase for drying as 
lexias. 

Tree fruit production was on the light side, 
particularly in the case of prunes. 

MARKETING 
The disposal of the 1941 crop under the 

seoond year of war conditions has be,en C'ar
ried out successfully. 

All the price lists of fruit sold in the Com
monwealth were submitted to the Prices Com
missioner, and increases were· only sought 
where the increased cost of production war
ranted. 

At the date -of this report, it would appear 
that the total ton-llage of vine fruits sold in 
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the Commonwealth ·may b€l slightly less than 
the prevjous years, but sufficient stocks a1e 
held to meet a probable increase demand in 
the later months of the year. 

Owing to larg.e r'equirements of the Military 
Forces, the ·di-sposal of all dried tree fruits was 
the subject of rationing by the Commonwealth 
Government, and supplies of these fruits to 
our regular merchants were· curtailed. 

The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Bo'ard, which conducts the marketing of all 
dried vine fruits .shipped overseas, has again 
been succes.sful in clearing all our exportab}e. 
surplus. The sales to Great Britain were 
made through the Department of Commerce to 
the Ministry of Food, and shipping space was 
mad'e avana.Qle for the prompt despatch of 
the fruit. Under exi·sting conditions, the 
early completion of this contra.ct is most 
gratifying, though growers of currants cannot 
but feel that the .r-eturn for their .fruit should 
have been higher. 

Sales to Canada, New z,e,aland, the East and 
West Indies have all increased in volume and 
had tree fruits been available, conside-rabl~ 
quantities of these could haV'e been disposed 
of in these markets. 

""'"''"'''""''''''''''''''""'''''''"'''''''"'''''''''""'''''"""'"''"''''''''~ 

Breach Of Dried Fruits 
Actin W.A. 

'GROWER FINED 
The secretary of the "\Vest Australian 

Dried Fruits Board reports that a grow~ 
er, P. A. W. Noack, has been prosecuted 
for the treatment and packing of dried 
frui,ts in a shed on his property, contrary 
to the Dried Fruits Act, which permits 
fruit to be· treated and packed in a pack
ing house registered by the BOard only. 
The case was heard at Midland Ju_nction, 
and after .evidence .had been given by 
officers of the Board, the charge was sus
tained and the defendent fined £2, with 
£3/17/6 costs. The Board draws at
tention of g,rowers generally to the n,e·ed 
to strictly complY with th·e provisions 

= of the Act. 

~''"'''"''"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''""'''""'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''';; 
SUPPLIES 

As the intensity of Australia's war effort in
creases, so does the difficUlty of obtaining_ sup
plies of certain -requisites of the industry_ in-
cr,ease. Your Board has had to make repre
sentations from time to time to the Depart
ment ·of Supply, for the Telease of such com
modities as galvanised iron and wire, but hav-e 
been successful in securing only limit,ed quan
tities of these articles. -It is, however, pleas
ing to report that supplies of dipping materials 
and hessian for the corhing harvest have heen 
secured. 

INCREASING COSTS 
Bound up with the problem of supply, is the 

question of costs. Although Governmental 
action has pr·evented costs of articles produce-d 
in Australia from soaring, there has been a 
steady and unav-oidable rise in the costs of 
most commodities. Particularly does this 
apply to a-rticles that have .. to be imported. In 
the past most of our timber for boxes was im
ported, but as restrlction of such imports was 
applied, we hav'e' endeavored to obtain suffi
cient supplies of Australian timber of what

. ever nature available. However, it ha,s prov
ed impossible to obtain sufficient of these liome 

grown timbers for th·e needs of the industry, 
and application has been made to the Govern
ment to allow importation of a limited quan-· 
titY of timber for bo_x making. 

MANURES 
There has been some curtailment of the 

supplies of artifici-al manures, particularly as 
regards sulphate of ammonia, the supply of 
which, if restricted, will handicap our produc
tion in the future. The action of the Com
monwealth Government in absorbing a con
siderable portion of the increased cost of 
superphosphate i-s appreciated. 

In general, the co:sts of production are 
s,teadily increasing as wages rise automatical
ly and commodity prices increase, and the 
producers in the primary industries dependent 
largely on overseas markets hav,e· difficulty in 
securing. any compensating rise in the valne 
of their produCtion. Esp-ecially is· this har-d
ship being experienced by growers of cur~ 
rants, who have had th·eir overseas Drice in 
their principal market based on an average 
of particularly low price y.ears. 

PUBLICITY 
Publicity as in the past has ·been carried on 

b-y tlie Publicity -C'ommittee of the State 
Boards, in conjunction with this association, 
and the chairman of this commiit'e·e, Mr. Par
ker J. Moloney, has furnished the ''Dried 
Fruits N~ws" with reports on the activities of 
this body. 

In conclusi·on, your Board wishes to expres-s 
its appreciation of the collaboration it ha:::r re
ceived from the State Board-s and Common
wealth Dried Fruits Control Board in. all mat
ters pertaining to the welfare of the industry. 

' DISCUSSION 
In dealing with questions on the Board Re~ 

port, Mr. Howie said that the stocks position 
showed that the increased demand was already 
in evidence, particularly in regard to lexias 
and sultanas. Since the report was prePared 
the Government had agreed to allow a limited 
importation; suppUe:s were becoming less and 
less. Ill the circumstances, he was afraid that 
packers would have difficulty in keeping their 
charges at the same rates ·as in the past. 

TRAY TIMBER 
Mr. Ch)3.pman (.Ajngaston, S.A.) asked 

whether some of th'6' timber under limited im
port licence would be available for trays for 
the use of 1 dried tree fruits growe.rs. He stat
ed that the tray problem was very acut'e, and 
costs had risen 200 per c-ent. Local timber 
was not su1table. To which Mr. Howie re
plied that he did not know whether the Impor
tation referr·ed to would help the tray position, 
and Mr. Malloch stated that the permit pro
vided for the importation of sufficient flitches 
to make ends only, for 1,100,000 boxes. .An~ 
other shipment later would provide for the 
sid'e-s. 

Mr. \.Vinterbottom EJ,dded that re-conditioned 
hardWood cases of mountain ash made suit
able tray.s. The trays would not be heavy lf 
made of t·e-condUioned timber, which would be 
dry and would not stain the fruit. Pears had 
been dried. on them .satisfactorily. It was 
estimated that the cost would be 4/- for a 
four foot tray. 

MORE TREE FRUITS NEEDED 
After some discussion on the urgent need to 

mak~e every effort to supply the large quanti~ 
tie,s. of tree :Bruits requi·red for army use it was 
resolved that: "The Board of ·Management 
arrang,e the necessary publication to encourage 
the drying of small quantities of dried tree 
fruits, and communicate with packing compan
ies fo·r assistanc-e in that direction." 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND,CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IR YMPLE. 

AGENCIES: 
Union Assurance Society Ltd, A.M.P. Society 

c;resco Manures Lon_don & Lancashire Insurance co. Ltd. 

Tin.y Tim Power Washer Sentinel Power Ouste'r 

We Supply AU Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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