
~~~ 
! 

·<io 

I 

.~: '". 

·i:/ 

Registell"ed Bit the G.P.O., :M:elbourne ror tra.ne:missJ.on by Post u a Periodtcal. 

Vol. 21, No. 8 NOVEMBER, 1945 Price >d 

THE EXPANSION OF THE INDUSTRY 
Orderly and Controlled Development 

FEDERAL COUNCIL DISCUSSION 
'-'. 

Probably the most important discussion that ensned at Federal Council was 
the all important qll.'estion of the future of the industry in post-war development. 
The opportunity is taken to present as full report as possible of the debate on 
this problem at Federal Council. All delegates showed a genuine interest in 
the rehabilitation of ex.servicemen, but a not of warning was sounded by leaders 
of the industry who have long experience in handling the disposal of Australia's 
dried fruits crop. 

To enable a full discussion on this subject 
it was decided to t'ake the three items on the 
agenda dealing with the matter, together. 
~hese were: 

PLANTINGS OF VINE AND DRIED 
TREE FRUITS 

"That the Board of ManagemPnt take all 
necessary act'ion to protest against any further 
Government assisted plantings of vine and 
dried tree fruits." (Murrumbidgee District 
Council A.D.F.A.) 

EXPANSION OF DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY 

"That Federal Council discuss the possi~ 
bility of limited expansion to enable repat'ria
tion of returned soldiers and that Federal 
Government be approached regarding its pol
icY of sub~~dising." (Berri Executive of ADF A) 

EXPANSION OF DRIED VINE FRUITS 
"This meeting of growers considers that' an 

orderlY and controlled e.xpansion of dried vine 
fruits sh Juld take place to assist in the estab~ 
lishment and rehabilitation of retUrned service 
men. We regard this as a Federal Government 
matter and responsibility, who should guaran. 
tee a cost of production Price for the result'ant 
producti·on." (Barmera Branch ADF A.) 

Mr S. Broome (Griffith): rn moving that the 
Beard protest against any furt'her Government 
assisted plantings of vine- and dried tree fruits~ 
I do- not know whether I shall not be talking 
against my own views on some aspects of this 
questi·on, but as my Council has brought it up 
I must explain the reasons for its inclusion in 
the agenda. The matter is one that: must be 
c"nsidered from the point of view of the whole 
industry. The experience of growing sultanas 
for 25 years on an export quOta of 60 to 70 
percent. It seems to be silly to be making a 
larger export quota to bring our own price 
down, and we decided that further expansion 
could not be justified on the business side. 

MARKETING POSITION 

Mr P. MaUoch {Irymple): I have written at 
lengt'h on the subject of exp-ansion in the ilried 
fruits industry. In a comprehensive survey, 
certain salient points emerge and can be re
duced to a few facts. These are the facts that 
stand out'-they are orily a few figures, but I 
would like You to think ab.out them and talk 
about them: 

Australia's average production of dried vine 
fruits W·ould be 100,000 tons per annum~ 

We can reasonably e;xpect to se:U 20,000 tons 
in Australia. 

Provided that preference continues, we can 
sell 20,000 tons in Canada and 7000 tons in 
New Zealand, and the markets in' the East, 
including India, ma!. take 3000 t'ons in round 
figures. 

That gives a starting point of 50,000 tons 
as Australia's exportable surplus to the United 
Kingdom. 

Now, the 20-Year average consumption of 
dried fruits in the U.K. is 125,000 tons of Cur~ 
rants, sultanas and lexias; deduct from that 
the 50,000 t'onS: to be supplied from Australia. 
Included in the' total are 50,000 tons of currants 
from Greece. That leaves a balance of 25,000 
tons f·or which Australia has the competition 
of California wit'h ~_9,000 . .to- _,!J\0 .. ~0.0 tons, Tur· 
key with 20,000 :;~ ·'··: _ __. ::_ ... -.'- -0r---ete with 
10,000 and Soutli12IA-rrrca·wlth 1o;Ooo to-a·s, not 
to mention Samarkand. 

How are these 150,000 t'ons of fruit gOing to 
be forced on people who· will consurn e only 
25,000. Greece supplies 50,000 tons of c:urrants 
to the U.K. under a trade agreement. and there 
is no indication that Great Brit'ain wou:t:U abr-o
gate that treaty with- Greece. I am aS sym. 
pathetic a.s anyone to soldier settlement, but 
the fact that we have to face these fig"<.Ires is 
a tragedy. · 

In all I have said awd in all that the Soard 
has said, these facts-have been in mind and 
there is no escaping them. There ere more 
dangers than pr..ospects in the future nf the 
dried fruits industry. 

One of the best arguments I have heard in 
favor of expansion is t'hat seeing that we have 
sold every ton we have so far produce:!. how 
can we say that we have reached the·· safe 
limit of expansion. Our answer is that in the 
years 1937, 1938 and 1939 we W/O'.re Only e!'iabled 
to sell our productitJn of dried fruits because 
the U.S. Government' took 50,000 tons a year 
of raisins off the market and diverted them 
intt? by.product channels. If that quantity had 
been diverted t:o the U.K. market, the result 
can be imagined. 

Mr Howie: Greece and Turkey also diverted 
part of the production to by-products. 

Mr Mallo-ch: Greece out of an annual Pro~ 
duction of 120,000 tons markets 80.000 . . . 
You are bringing returned soldiers into a .sorry 
position. 

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT EXPANSION 

Mr R. Curren: After what MT Malloch lias 
said, I feel that we have been blinded with 
13cience. Let us, however, put , the viewpoint 
of our district: before you. Our- idea was to 
have the sUbject of expansion for soldier set. 
tlement discussed by the Federal Council, the 
governing body of tb,e industry. We knew and 
approved what the Board of Management' had 
done in wirning the authorities of the sit11a~ 
tion, but we considered that we Should ask if 
the Council t'hought that there was a possi
bility ·of expansion -in any direction, mainly in 
c.onnection with the assistance of soldier set~ 
tlement. Perhaps for the Berri district', expan~ 
sian is a more burning question than in any 
other. At Loxton, ten miles from Berri, there 
are from 10,000 to 12,000 acres {lf :first' class 
land on which it is proposed to- settle 400 to 450 
returned soldiers, the majority of them being 
sons of settlers from Barmera, Berri and R,en. 
mark. 

Some six weeks ag,o, Mr McGillivray, mem
ber for t'he district alld a member of the Par. 
liamentary Land Settlement Committee, and 
Mr Allan Tonkin, vice-President of the RSL in 
South Australia. addressed a meeting in Berri 
which was att'ended ,bY representatives of ad
joining districts. Mr McGillivray repeated what 
he had said to 1\rr Malloch about t'he croP 
having been sold so_ far, and said he thought 
that there was some~ way round the situation.
P>JSsibly through subsidies. Mr McGillivray re
lated t'hat he had asked Mr Makin what the 
Commonwealth Government's policy was with 
regard to subsidising the dried fruits industry, 
and that Mr Makin's reply was that he had 
never been approached on the subject. That 
gave Mr McGillivray the talking point-that 
we have not explored all the avenues to ex
pansion. There was the further point t'hat 
during the 1944-45 season, the Government had 
subsidised Primary production to the extent of 
£14,400,000, and in the coming year eXpected 
to pay £12,200;000 in subsidies to various pri
mary industries. A point that was made was 
that, if t'he policy of the Government is t"' pay 
subsidies to primary industries, why should it 
not be prepared to subsidise a limited expan~ 
sion in dried fruits so as to return cost of 
product'ion to growers? 7 At that meeting, an~ 
other speaker said that to his knowledge there 
were certain ADF A official interests that did 
not want expansion, but: that the avera~e 
grower favor8d a lilnited expansion. Mr Mc
Gillivray said that as a member of the Land 
Settlement Committee he had been right 
t'hrough the producing districts in NSW and 
had interviewed a11 S·ources of authority. The 
position as he found it was that. while the 
Government is prepared to purchase certain 
land, every industrY approached by t'he Com .. 
mittee declared that i.t did not want exnan
Sion. He asked what was the usE! of thP Gov. 
ernment buying land and making it: available 
if the industries are going to oppose it, and 
said that in the circumstances the Committee 
might as well close up. 

He p:'inted out t])at, in conneC'tion with the 
Loxton scheme there a1e some 30 or 40 apnli
cants now. but t'hat it is not expect0ti that 
anyone will be settled. ·On that area for the 
next t:hree years, and it will be fiv-e years be
fore_ there if;! any fruit proclucrion. During that 
period, something might happen. I know the 
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di:fllculty we llad ~n ~he past, but I st'ill have 
confidence that we will ·survive in the future 
as we suyvived in the past. . . . Tlie Loxton 
:Qeople tell rn,e that they a,re going to plant 
chiefiy deciduous and citrus trees. 

At the same time, Mr Malloch has. submitted 
some absolutely convincing figures. For the 
time· being I will say that' there is no obstacle 
that can never be surmounted. 

PENAL TV OF SUOCESS 
Mr H. D. Ho-wie: I would answer to the first 

moti·on. by saYing that it is covered ·by t'he 
Board's report, which did not advocate any 
great expansion. As regards the other two 
motions, what: Mr Curren says is ·quite true-
there is a universal urge to .expansion for sol~ 
dier settlement from the different districts. 
The Renmark district has an area t'hat it is 
prepared to develop itself. 

The popular urge to expand in every dis. 
trict is part of· the penalty of success, es. 
pecially in 1;he war ye,ars. The subsidies the 
Govern-ment' is pa.ying are for products that 
are being consumed and not f,or produets 
that are grown and destroyed. 

In the next three weeks or so, the report of 
the Rural Reconstruct:ion Commission dealing 
specifiCally with the question of guaranteed 
prices for primary pro·ducts should be avail
able. If the Commission recommends that the 
Government ado·pt: a policy of guaranteed prices 
for primary products we may have some basis 
of discussion .... Members of the Board would 
like to say go ahead to the advOcates of ex· 
pansion for soldier settlement, if such a policy 
was reasonably sound. It has been suggested 
t'hat certain interests in the Associati0n are 
opposing expansion for financial reasons. This 
was not so. 

It was also stated by another speaker at the 
South Australian meeting that one of the rea
sons that South Australia was going ahead 
with its expansion plans was that millions of 
vines are ,going from South Australia into 
Vict·cria and New South Wales where they are 
being planted irrespective of \Vhat' is decided. 
That is a st'atement that calls for investigation. 

Mr. Broome: There is an·other statement 
that wants contradicting. In N""SW it is being 
said t'hat SA is going to plant thous.ands of 
apricot trees, and why, therefore, should NSW 
not follow SA's example? 

FUTURE PROSPECTS 

Mr Van Velsen (Barmera): The motion from 
Barmera was the outcome of a meeting held 
in Barmera at which Mr McGillivray addressed 
nienibers. Mr McGillivray put his side of the 
quest'ion, but unfortunately there was nobody 
from the· Board of Management to put the case 
of the ADF A. The figures quoted by Mr Mal· 
loch have floored me. Growers .asked me to 
put their ·case: before you. They feel it is not: 
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tion will be carried, agains~ the al].vice of the 
Board of Management. If the commonwealth 
wanLs to have :thes~ lads ~ut on the lam:t, then 
the country must see that the responsibility 
is with the People of Austtalia to Lake over 
the surplus. 

ASSOCIATION'S ATTITUDE 
Mr J. H. Gordon (Red Cliffs): There is much 

misunderstanding about the Association having 
opposed new plantings. The Association's at
titude, expressed in -its evidence before th8i 
Rural Reconstruction Commission, is that if 
there is any opportUnity for expansion it wants 
the industry ·expanded. It, however, sounds a 
note of warning and asks that nothing shall 
be done until everything is considered. Every 
delegate knows what: has been done and that 
it was the duty of the Board to ensure that 
there was no relevant aspect of t'he position 
that was not placed before the responsible 
people. The Association has placed its cards 
on the table and has asked the lfommonwealt'h 
Government to make the decision. The Gov. 
ernment has set ~P a Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics to investigal.'e every aspe.ct of 
expansion. 

We have asked that the State be consulted 
and also that bef·ore any official recommenda
tion is made t'he industry be consulted again. 
That is the whole set.up today, and we must 
stand by it. Now the SA section of the in
dust'ry suggests that there is a division in our 
ranks. We must take the stand that the Asso. 
ciatiQn case is the true one. As indivldnal 
growers and as parents of Service men we are 
interested in the 'possibilitY of expansion in the 
industrY. I have two sons-others here have 
three-and we would like to place these boys 
in the industry. We want expansion for them, 
buL not expansion that is not on sound lines. 
~e do not want to follow the men who said 
that the only limit to expansion was water and 
land and the Government could subsidise the 
rest-:-once you started such a system you would 
not know where YOl!· would finish. 

POSTWAR PROBLEM 

Mr D. C. Winterbottom: We know that our 
problem aft:er this war is going to be a dif. 
ferent one from that after the last· war. In 
the fo.ur years after the last war we exported 
20,000 tons; during the 1,9st six years we 
have exported 400,000 tons. After the last war 
the Australian Dried Fruits Asso-ciation saw 

rhe plans that had been made. for- ·repatriati~n 
and the ABsociation' then told the Common
wealtll that re_patiiation would turn 'into a col~ 
ossal failure if the industTy did-not obtain "ptef.o~ 
erence ·On the ,overseas market. ).\ir Howie is 
one of those left who signed that de·cl.aration; 
Mr McDougall, now in London, also signed it. 
That report wa,.s · a most' authoritative- do cu. 
ment. It warned the Government that by 1927 
the industrY wo~ld .be facing a p-voduction of 
55,000 tons of dried fruh's-the actual produc. 
tion was 57,000 tons. This ·fore_cast was made 
in 1921 and b_y 1927 most of the difficulties 
against which the Association had warned the 
Government had alrea:dy :Presented themselves:
VVe have seen what happene.d. 

We face the same situation again under ex
pansion. Another consideraUon is that no one 
knOws what our ·preferences are at present'. 
Australian costs of production -are running out 
of hand. The higher wages go industrially, 
the greater ·will be the demand by industrial
ists for cheap fruiL. We in Australia have 
been able to survive, thanks to Empire pref
erence. 

The figures Mr Malloch quoted are in my 
opinion on the conservative side. I think the· 
risk is greater than that: indicated by Mr Mal. 
loch. The next crop may be 110,000 tons-, oilly 
through the reconstruction of vineyards and 
more efficient production. Mr Curren has said 
thaL there is always a. way ,ou~. but ··what was 
the way out in Brazil? There the sUrplus 
coffee production was dumped out to sea in 
barge loads and what was not dumped at sea 
was used .a.s f~el. 

To encourage at this srage a much greater 
expansion in the dried fruits industry will be 
cruel to those coming in and cruel to those 
already in it. It would like to· see t'he industry 
grow, but when you have all the facts before 
you and you are a member of a responsible 
body, you cannot go blindly ahead. On the sub
ject of subsidies it appears to be a~sumed that 
this system of econ 'Jmics will c·ontiliue indefi. 
nitely. If the Government is going to subsi
dise this industry and that industry, where 
in the end is_ all the money coming from? It 
is one thing to PaY subsidies. as part of a war. 
time economy, but that is coming to an end in 
Australia. 

Subsidies paid for wheat were in considera
tion of the price for wb,eat having been kept 
cloWjn, until the wheat grower was almost 
crippled, so as to keep the cost of living from 

"WARATAH" 
for them to say that their sons should not talce 
:part in an indust'ry for which service men hav::e II 
done so much in the last six years. They con- , 
sider that their returned soldier so]Js. are en. 1 

FENCING PRODUCTS 
titled to some o·f the good, t'im.es we have had 
in the past. The Board of ,Management ap. 
peared to them to be taking a rat'her narrow 
view. They agreed that the future was un. 
p-redictable. It was said that, although Britain 
does consume dried fruits, the question was 
whether everybody was in a :position to buy 
our dried fruits, and whether consumpt'ion 
could be increased there and also in Australia. 
A similar position also arose in regard to 
Ind,ia and China. 

It was also asked if Australia could afford 
to delay Production until t'he market was guar. 
anteed, as by that time it would be found that 
some other country had -put its production on 
the market. I would like to mention thaL this 
move is coming solely from growers who are 
acting with their eyes· open in the realisation 
that if there is any sacrifice to be made they 
are prepared to make it for the benefit of those 
who kept the industry safe for us all. 

Mr E. N. Seary (Renmark}: As you know, 
I am interested in both the growing and the 
financial side of the industry. I am as sym. 
pathetic as anyone to the idea of the boys 
coming back from active service and having 
land. If there is going to be increased plant
ings to give these lads a share in the drie,d 
fruits industry, the Government must gua-ran
tee prices and st'and behind the industry should 
there be over-production and surpluses as a 
result. We should face the facts put forward 
by Mr Malloclt and 1\ll;r Howie and realise that 
we are going to endanger not only l.'he. ·,velfare 
of those already in the industry but also the 
welfare of those coming into the industry. Our 
dut'y here is equally towards. our own settlers 
and their welfare and that of our own sons. 

I am one of those oppos_ing expansion, unless 
there is expaiision with some guarantee--un
less the future is ass-qred. I trust t'hat no mo.· 

TH£ well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain maximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may he .. ssured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and ir. the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience 01used by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Au.stralia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Office: 422 Little Collins Street, Melbo11111e. 

W"ll'e Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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rising. Thar subsidy was paid for a purpose 
that has nothing in common ·with subsidistng 
dried fruits production. . . . You have one 
area in South Australia which ·was laid out· 
after the last w:ar, b_Ul: which on further inves~ 
tigation It was decided not to develop. 

Mr Curren: They are going on with it now. 
Mr WinterbDtt:om: The question of expar~~ 

sian is one that y;ou should approach with 
great feelings of reserve. -

Mr A. Rawlings (Merbein): We are a Fed
eral body ahd we have a Board of Manage
ment which has taken a world survey to the 
Federal Government recently, wit'h- special em~ 
phasis on future markets. We know what haP
pened with doradillos in South AUstralia; they 
were grown because there wa.s no survey made 
and the gr.owers in the end had 1:0 go to the 
Government and- get a pound for pound to pull 
them opt. During the difficult period in the 
industry, the average man had only a 50 per. 
cent: equity in his h "lding. I am prepared to 
accept the results of an expert investigation. 
I want to congratulate the Board on the case 
it: pr~ented. I : I 

GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSIBILITY 
Mr N. BarclaY (Red Clift's): Mr Mallo·ch has 

presented a doleful picture of the industry. The 
men who have fought for the country are en· 
titled to consideration fr-~m the indust'rY. We 
would have been prepared to give them our 
biocks when we thou,ght the Japanese were 
coming. 

I am definitely in favor of obtaining advice 
from t'he Commonwealth Government as to 
what we are going to do with our dried fruits 
-we cannot have expansion by individual 
StateS. The Commonwealth Government must 
be responsible for any exp8.nsi·on that takes 
place. If y0u are not .going to make provision 
on the land for the returned soldiers, what are 
you going to do with them-make them hewers 
of wood and drawers of wat'er? Every primary 
producer in AuSlraHa and every uniol). organi. 
satfon should have the welfare of the returned 
soldier at heart. 

Mr. J. L. Wethera1J (Kingston on Murray): 
It has taken this .indust'rY a considerable num. 
ber of years to organise itself. It appears to 
me that the time may come when public opin. 
ion and Government policy may over-rule us 
and say t'hat there must be m~re plantings of 
dried fruits. What is going to be the standing 
of the Association then-Are we going to have. 
another outside ·Org.anisation of buyers, or are 
we going t:o hold this Ass-;ciation together? 
T:he Board's :fi2;ures show that we have over
production of dried fruit$, but I think that we 
sho-uld meet these interested in repat'riaUon 
and expansion in conference and thrash the 
whole thing out before we lose our standing 
as an association. 

EMPIRE PREFERENCE 
Mr J. B. Murdoch (Waikerie): This industrY 

has never denied that: the returned soldier has 

done a wonderful job and it has _accepted the 
view that the industry oou,ld take a percentage 
of the men coming baek. More t'han anY other 
organisation, this ass:::ciation was responsible 
for bringing preference about in the United 
Kingdom. In Empire preference we were able 
to grab at a lifeline. We_ fought to have a 
home c·onsumpt:ion price. By every means, in. 
eluding reduction of costs, we have striven to 
build up thE! industry's returns. Now we face 
the penalty of success. The public does not 
know these fact's. We of the BoarO of Man. 
agement would have been false to our trust 
if we had said there was plenty ·of opportunity 
for expansion in the industl'y, and t:hat -we 
could sell an increased production on the 
market. 

Now, after 20 years of excessive struggle to 
keep the industry independent cf subsidies, we 
are asked to make another e:xpansion and at 
t'he same moment we are faced with the loss 
of our ov.erseas trade preferences. When New 
South Wales went into the production of sulH 
tanas there were warnings about the gravity 
of t'he situation and these warnings shc:uld be 
repeated today, I hope I am wrong in my 
views of the overseas marketing situation; we 
know that the world needs food as never be
fore. In the light of our knowledge and ex. 
perience, h0-wever, I submit: th-at the Board of 
Management is endeavoring to safeguard the 
i.nterests of those coming into the industry and 
of those already in it. One's sympa(hy for re. 
turned soldiers should not lead one to. overJo~k 
the facts of the position and this is a case 
where-

"If Right is Right', 'tis Wisdom yet, 
To follow Right in Scorn of c~nsequence." 
Mr Broome: I said at the beginning that I 

. was convinced when I left our District Council 
chamber that t'he resolution was right. I am 
convinced again. Mr Malloch's figures cannot 
be denieO. The Board cf Management has put 
up a good case and as a business man I do 
not think anyone can go against what the 
Board has done. 

Mr Van Velsen: I desire to move an amend
ment, on the lines of our recommendation on 
the agenda, to provide for an orderly and con
trolled expansion of dried vine fruits .. to assist 
in the establishment and rehabilitation of re. 
l'urned servicemen, the Federal Q~vernment 

· accepting the responsibility and guaranteeing 
and providing a cost of production price for the 
resultant production. 

The Chairman: That is a direct: negative 
to Item 21. -

1\!r R. F. Trott (McLaren Vale): It is not a 
direct negative--it leaves the private individH 
ual to go on to his heart's c-~ntent. 

Mr Van Velsen: Our intention is t'hat any 
expansion should be for the benefit of returned 
men. 

The Chairman: This is the most vital ques. 
tion the Council will deal with, but: we must 
preserve some form of order in the discussi::m. 

After some round-table discussion-

Mr Broome: I withdraw the motion and 
move in its place that: the action of the Board 
of Management in placing the case: it did be. 
fore the Rural Reconstruction Commission be 
endorsed. 

Mr Rawling:::; seconded. 
The Chairman: The original motion is ndW 

withdrawn and Items 32 (b) and (c) can be 
im'roduced in the form of amend,ments. 

Mr J. R. Jemison (Ramco): I am, prepared 
to vote for the- new motion, but I may ala!) 
want to vote for the amendments. Let us 
have t'h-e motion out of the way first. 

Mr Hudson: The Board of Management has 
already admitted that the-re is scope for a 
limited plantiii:g. . . . The Board has left the ~ 
door -open to some measure of expansion on 
thE> lines requested by the Barmera de-legate. 

The Chairman:' The Board of Man_agement's 
statement was not a :flat denial for further 
plant'ings.- The Board admitted that certain 
limited contr::-lled planting was desirable. By 
supporting the motion moved by Mr Broome, 
this Council is supporting the representations 
bv t'he Board with ·their qualifications. The 
Government, of course, may read .into thosl;il 
recommendations an expansion ten times 
greater than the Board intended. As Mr Hud
son says, the Board's recommendat'ions leave 
the door open to expansi~n and the discusH 
sions on these three items have served to make 
that point clear. 

Wh'hout 1.urther discussion, it was agrEied-
"That the action of the Board of Manage

ment in placing the case they did before the 
Rural Re_constructi.on Commission be en. 
dorsed." 

MR. ORTON ADDRESSES FEDERAL 
COUNCIL 

Green Tinge And Dipping Problems 
A feature of the Federal Council meet. 

lng was a most interesting a'ddress by 
Mr E. Orton, an officer of the CSIR Re
search Station ,at Merbein, Victoria. He 
dealt with the history Of the develop. 
ment of the treatment .of cold dip for 
sultanas-the problem of eliminating 
green tinge, and with some of the feat~ 
ures of the vexed question of size in 
lexias. A full repOrt of his address will 
appear in the January issue of the News. 

In movinq a vote of thanks to Mr 
Orton, Mr W,att (a Western Australian 
de1egate) sai-:1 that he was so· impressed 
with the tec.,nical and scientific service 
that was being given to local problems 
in the eastern States, that he had no 
doubt that the West would soon be ask~ 
ing that an arrangement be made to en~ 
able Mr. Orton to assist growers in that 
State in their problems. 

(JJ~ 
DEPENDABlE PRODUCTS 
. *CUPROX- Copper Fungicidal Spray. 

*PHYOMONE- Prevents pre-harvest drop. 

*SHIRLAN AG- Prevents Mould and Mildew, 
0WI NTER WASH "A"- Controls green or black aphis. 
*HORTOMONE "A" _Plant Hormone~ to stimulate root 

growth of cuttings. 
·*WETOMIC SULPHUR_ The efficient wettable sul

phur spray. 
* AGRA.l- Wetters and spreaders for inclusion all sprays. 

''ATLACIDE- The efficient weed killer, 

~-*Trade marks registered. 

Victorian Distriifutors: 
RAMSAY & TR.EGANOWAN liMITED 
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GUARANTEED NURSERY STOCKS 

Stocks Should Be True To Label 

That this Council takes steps through the proper authority to bring pres
sure to bear upon nurseries and tree distribu'tors to give a guarantee which 
stands at law that trees, vines and stocks sold are true to name on label was 
proposed by Mid-Murray Valley District Council A.D.F.A. at Federal Council. 

The following discussion ensued :-
Mr E. E. Lloyd (Nyah): Up to the present, 

there has not been any great difficulty in re· 
gard to stocks and vines in Nyah. There have 
been several instances in which stocks have 
not proved true to label. We consider, how. 
ever, that the young men who may become 
producers of vine and dried t.'ree fruits, should 
be protected in ·the matter of vine and tree 
supplies. At present, the only recompense a 
grower can receive is for the vines or tree 
stocks not true to label to be replaced by the 
nurserymen. The grower is not compensated 
for the loss of time involved. We do not wish 
to imply that nurserymen would be unscrupu_ 
lous in this regard, but we feel that: if there 
were regulations on the lines indicated they 
would be more ·careful in the 'Selection and 
labelling of their stocks. 

Mr H. H. Goodman (Woorinen): We have 
been advised that it is necessary to safe~ard 
the. interests of growers in the matter of vine 
and tree supplies. A motion on these lines 
would strengthen t'he hands of the depart. 
mental officers working to that end. 

Mr E. J. Hudson (Yenda): I cannot under. 
stand the need for such a moUon. The law of 
New South Wales is clear on the liabilh'y of 
nurserymen. A seed company supplied seeds 
not true to label, and it was held that goods 
should be true to the name under which they 
are S':'ld. "\Ve know t'hat ._citrus fruit may bE'! 
shy bearers and still be true to type. 

Mr ·Goodman: ThEl motion would bring the 
other States into line with New South Wales. 
The only redress at present is that the nur
serymen must replace the trees wrongly sup_ 
Plied. 

Mr S. Broome (Griffith): In New South 
Wales it is a matter of common law that a 
man should not sell anything t'hat was not 
true to name, and must pay c-ompensation when 
he d'ld so. I think that law applies in Victoria 
also. The Federal Council should ask the 
Board of Management to endeavor to have that 
law made uniform through a ComiUonwealth 
Act. 

Mr A. J. Chapman (Nurio.otpa): The ques
tion of trueness to type of nursery stock was 
discussed in connection with t'he rehabilitation 
of servicemea in Febn1ary last by the Austra.. 
lian Agricultural Council. Included in the 
[('ecommendaticins were that where such action 
had not already been t:aken, the State depart
ments of Agriculture should surveY established 
Plantings with a view to locating buds and 
tre~s as sources of suitable grafting material 

and also provide for t'he annual registration of 
nurserymen and the Promulgation of uniforiil 
grade standards for fruit trees. It was recom~ 
mended also that draft legislation should be 
prepared on the lines suggested for int'roduc
tion in all States. So far as S.A. is concerned, 
fruitgrowers' organisations have _taken the 
matter up with t'he State Govern·ment. We 
have had considerable trouble already concern
ing the types and quality of trees supplied to 
commercial gr·owers. We have asked that the 
int'roduction of unif.orm legislation be discussed 
at the next Premiers' conference. If New 
South Wales already has this legislation that 
is all to the good. 

Mr H. R. Jones: The grower wants to be 
sure t'hat the trees he buys are true to type 
and are good trees of that type. As far as re
sponsibility of nurserymen is concerned, the " 
position is that under the law of any State if 
a person sells any article the buyer is entitled 
to receive the article. The: difficulty is for the 
buyer to prove that he received the article 
about which he complains from anybody. If 
I buy an apricot t'ree and it turns ,out to be a 
peach tree how can I prove the sale? I sug
gest that you press for the registration of 
nurserymen and inspection of nursery stocks 
by the Depanment of Agricultur-e. Growers 
would then know that some n"Qrserymen were 
carrying registered stocks and that some· nur~ 
serymen were not approved, and would be able 
to buy their trees wit'h their eyes open. 

Mr A. R. Lawrence (Nyah): Under registra
tion of nurserymen anybody supplying vine 
cuttings. would have to register before he could 
S8ll them. Some people have added rooted
vines to their plantings arid they may "ri~g in!' 
a few. I understand that the citrus people 
ha-ve entered into a discussion of the matter 
of nursery registration and that they are deal
ing With the position. 

Mr J. B. Murdoch (Waikerie): I know the 
g6nesis of this movement. A leading nursery~ 
man has assured me that the good nurserymen 
have nothing to fear from tlle proposed legis· 
lation. 

It was then agreed-

"That this c,ounell request the Board of 
Management to take steps to support the 
movement for (he regtstra.tion ()f nurseries, 
the improvement of selection of nursery 
sto-cks and promulgation of grade stand,al"ds, 
at present under considerati,on by the C·oun
cil of Agriculture." 

THE MllDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. L TO. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £143,000 

P11ckers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 
Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 
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NEXT BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
MEETING 

The tentative d.ate for the next meeting 
1>f the Board has been made for approxi
mately mid-December. Branches intend
fng to submit matters to the/ Board 
Should note this as it is desirable that 
the secreta.ry save time to make the 
necessary enquiries so- that all aspects 
can be avai I able when the board deals 
with requests for action. 

A.D.F.A. FEDERAL 

COUNCIL 

The twenty.third annual meeting of Fed* 
era! Council wa·s held ,at Commercial Travel* 
lers' Club, Melbo-urne, on· October 23 and 
24, 1945. 

There were present delegates from Victoria 
South Australia, New South Wales and West
ern Aust'ralia, together with membe,rs of the 
Board of Man-agement, agents~ repreSentatives, 
visitors including four from Western Australia 
and the general secretary (Mr W. N. Sumnet). 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
Mr L. B. O'Donnell (Curlwaa) was elected 

chairman. 
Mr O'Donnell, in t'aking the chair, thanked 

delegates for the honor they had again paid. 
him, and said that he knew they would make 

'his task a pleasant one as they had done in 
the past'. The present was the first Federal 

r· 

MR. L. B. O'DONNELL 

Council meeting he,ld since, the cessation of 
hostilities, and it was appropriate that h~ 
shculd refer to t'he feeling of deep relief that 
a terrible war had been brought to a conclu~ 
sian. On behalf of delegates, he conveyed the 
sympathy .of the Association to t'hose in the 
industry who had suffered irreparable loss 
through the war, and its congratulations t:o 
those members who had had the pleasure of 
welcoming· back their loved ones- from the 
pris-on camps of Malaya and Java. 

NEW DELEGATES 
Iri e;xtending a welcome_ t:o- new delegates, 

iMr O'Donnell said that he could assure them 
that they would receive a fair hearing. The 
Council followed the best democratic t'raditions, 
and de,Jegates would always listen to the OPPo~ 
site point of view. He extended a special 
welcome to .delegates and visitors from West.. 
ern Australia. Owing to the great distance that 
separated Western Australia frDm the other 
States, that section of the industry might have, 
felt in the past: that it had been is-olated and 
that its vie_ws had not been fully considered 
in arriving at council decisions_. He could as
sure them that that had not been the case. 
There: had been· diflic~lties of communication 
and co-ordination, but they would would be 
overcome now that the ae:roplane service was 
available. It was the first time for nine years 
that they had had the: Pleasure of the W.A. 
delegates attending the conference, the last oc
casion being in Adelaide in 1936, and he hoped 
that in the future Western .Aqstralia would be 
re~resented at eve_ry council meeting. 

VISITORS 
The ·chairman explained that it' had been the 

practice to admit visitors to Council meetings, 
in the persons of mempers of the industry, in
cluding past delegat'es and some who hoped to 
act as deleg~tes to future Council meetings. 
Too many visitors could not be admitted, u 
then the me.et'ing would be crQwded ,out. 
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The Activities of The 
Weather Forecasts - Dried Fruits Subsidy - Research 
in W.A. -London Report- Buck Currants. 

At the meeting of the Board of Management held prior to the Federal Coun
cil meeting a good deal of time was devoted to consideration of the Council 
agenda. Other matters dealt with included the detai:s in regard to the subsidy 
on dried vine fru:ts. The Association had been advised that the money was 
now ava]able from the Prices Branch, and the Board, in finalising the deta1ls 
necessary in the several forms being sent to agents and packers, expressed the. 
desire that the payments be in the hands of growers as early as possible. It is 
expected that these payments will be made before Christmas. 

The following are the items dealt: with, to~ 
gather with some comments as to further de
velopiD:e-nts. 

WEATHER FORECASTS 

Letter was received from Mr J. H. Gordon, 
reporting on what had been done :following an 
interview of- the Committee consisting· of 
Messrs Malloch, Winterbottom, Gordon, with 
the Air Force Officer at: Mildura. The Board 
discussed the report arid agreed that it be ar
ranged to interview Group-Captain H. N. War

·ren, Chief of the Meteorological Services 
RAAF. At' th'e interview Group-Captain H. N. 
Warren assured the Committee that their ser
vices Will be available for the petiod tequired 
and that he is c-:::nfident tha'( a form of meteoro. 
logical service will be part of a policy .of 
special weather reports which 'Will apply to 
the Mildura area. 

Word has since been received that an officer 
is soon ro be stationed at Mildura, and ar~ 
rangements have been made for him to issue 
the up-to-the-minute informaticn that is ·re
quired during the critical periods of t'he year. 

· This service will commence in time to serve 
apricot growers along the river and will be 
carried on during the vine fruits harvest. Ar
rangements are being made for local broad
casting st"atiOns to give out the reports at 
times to be :fixed. Growers are advised to 
watch their local press for details which will 
also- be published in the .January issue of the 
News. 

SALES TAX ON DIP TANKS 

Letter dared 27th September, 1945, was re~ 
ceived from the Acting Deputy Commissioner 
of Taxation, Canberra, setting out the types 
of ranks which are exempt from sales tax. The 
Board decided that a copy· of the letter in 
question be sent to all packers and branches 
of the Association. The lett'er reads as 
follows: 

"I refer to the representations ma.de by you 
in your letter of 17th August, 1945, relative to 
sales tax Cn various types of tanks. 

"A:. Bill to amend the Sales Tax (Exemptions 
and Classifications) Act' was introfl.uced into 
the House of Representatives on 12th Septem
ber, 1945. One of its provisions which will 
operate on and from 13th September, 1945, is 
the exrension of the definition of "a-ids to 
manufacture" and of associated exemption 
items so as to cover certain items of plant. 

"Accordingly, the 100 to 300-gallon capacit'y 
tanks referred to in your letter and stated to 
be used r-r transporting tb the drying grounds 
water which is used solely for dippill2; fruit, 
will be exempt from sales tax under Item 
113A (2) of the First Schedule of the Sales 
Tax (Exemptions and- Classifications) Act in 
its amended form. This exemption will apply 
only to tanks purchased or -imported on or 
after 13th September, 1945. 

"As to the overhead st"rage t'anks (sizes 600 
to 2000 gallons) referred to by you, which pro
vide water for general purnoses .on fruit 
blocks, including the dipping of fruit, growing 
vegetables, ·watering stock and spraying vines 
and t'rees, I desire to advise You that the ques~ 
tion '"'f exerriptbn will depend upon the prin
cipal use of the water stored in tanks. If it 
!s used principally for domestic purposes tanks 
'8.re not exempt. If the water is principally 
for use for dipping purposes, the tanks 
would qualify for exemption under Item 
113A (2). If the water is principally tor 
use for "agricultural purposes" which ex· 
pression would cover vegetable growng, 
watering stock or spraying vines or frees. the 
tanks wi:ntld be exempt under Item 19 (3) of 
the First Schedule. 

"ThE're is no provision for the exemption of 
the tanks referred to in the last ·paragraph of 
your letter, which- are for use for the st'orage 

of rain water: for domestic use on properties 
of primary producers." 

Instances are to hand that plunibers in the 
producing centres are not aJware of this ruling, 
and branches shou,ld check up locally -co ensure 
that growers are not being charged in error. 

FORK LIFT TRUCKS. 
Letter was received from one of the Asso. 

ciation's registered packers, asking that th~ 
Associat'ion make representations to the Taxa
tion Department for exemption of Sales Tax. 
The secretary reported that an application for 
the remission of sales tax had been made t'o 
the Deputy Commissioner of Taxation, Can
berra, but that up to dat~ no re.ply h,ad been 
received. -

RESEARCH STATION IN W.A. 
A lett'er was received from the ADFA West

ern Australian Branch indicating that it had 
been suggested that a Research Station should 
be est:ablished in Western Australia and that 
if the propOs-31 was put into effect, no doubt 
the.ADFA and the local Packers 'and Agents' 
Association would be willing to assist the pro~ 
ject financially on the same lines as done in 
the eastern States. After discussion it was 
decided to advise the ADFA Western Austra· 
lian Branch, as follows:-

The only instances of help that have been 
given by the industry to the Merbein Research 
Station are as follOws: 

(1) The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Com'rol 
Board has contributed towards the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research certain funds 
for the particular use of invest'igatfon of prob
lems affecting the producion of dried vine 
fruits. 

(2) The Packers• Association in Mildura of 
their awn initiative have subsidised an Indus
t'rialist (Mr E. C. Orton) who is attached to 
the council for Scientific and Industrial Re~ 
search, for the purpose of invesfl.gating the 
problem_s affecting the l)rocessing and storage 
of dried fruits. 

From time to time the results obtained 
through bith the Council for Scientific and In
dustrial Research and Mr Orton•s investiga~ 
tions are published in the "Dri-ed Fruits News," 
which is circulated to growers in all States. 

The establishment of a Research Station is 
a somewhat costly matter and t'he Station that 
was established at Merbein was financed by 
the Council for Scienific and Industrial Re
search through its C-:mmonwealth grant'. 

Having regard to the foregoing and the fact 
that the AssociatiOn has not' contributed to the 
Research Stations in the eastern States, the 
Board felt it could riot accede to the request 
fro~ Western Au_stralia. 

BUCK CURRANTS 
Letter dated 18th Ocl:Jber, 1945, was received 

from Messrs G. Wood, Son & Co. Ltd., Ade
laide, advising that one of the agent's in Ade
laide desired to know whether the Board of 
Management would be declaring a differen
tial for buck currants for this ·present sea
son, owing ro the increased price which has 
been obtained for this variety of fruit. After 
discussion the Board decided that they were 
not prepared to fix a different'ial for buck cur
r8.nts for thiS season. 

GRADING OF C·URRANTS 
The Board had before them a report received 

from L"ndon agents which it was felt would 
be of interest 1'0 growers, and It was decided 
that same, reading as follows, would be pub~ 
lished in the .. Dried Fruits News": 

GRADING OF CURRANTS, SULTANAS 
AND LEXIAS 

Report from London Agents dated Aug. 1, 1945 
"PACKAGES: We IWere !!leasantly sUrprised 
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Again ADFA""cli~i]:n;~ 
At a Board of Management meeting 

following the Federal CounCil, Mr H. 
D. Howie was re--elected Chairman of 
the Board. This gesture, apa!'t trum the 
merit!. involved was a ·happy one for 
those who have worked with the Chair
man as it coincided with the safe re
turn from Japanese p1·isorl camps of his 
two sons rot v.:!1;.)m he had not heard for 
a long period--a period that t.ad. not. 
made the one•·o;.~s task of leader of this 
fmporta.nt industry any easier. 

Mr Howie, in thanking members for 
their confi-dence, stated that the indUIS-
try had ma-ny involved problems ahead 
of it that called for patience and toler-
an·ce, and a will to. devote considerable 
study to the ~olutions. He was confi-
dent that he wou'Jd get thEi same co~ 
operation from the BOard as he had 
When past difficulties had to be met. 
He concluded by Saying that it had a_l~ 
ways been his 01pinion thai:l the real 
strength of ffl.e Industry lay in the Joy~ ll "' 
alty to the principles of organised mar. f 

keting that. had been shown by those , I 
in its ranks. He had no fear that this 
would not always be the case. 

to find t'hat there was considerable improve
ment in the packages this season. The c:m
struction and class of timber shows much im
provement on the past three seasons. The 
wood used it cut thicker, the boxes--are sounder 
and altogether they stood up to the voyage 
very well. There was a greater number cf 
broken boxes ex the "F'ort McLoughlin" above 
the "Waipawa," but t"his is due to the fact 
that more handling took place in London than 
in Liverpool. However, in our opinion, most 
of the damage was caused whilst in transit 
from sfeam,er to warehouse, particularly in 
London. 

We note that particularly in South Australia 
there has been a greater use of white wood 
which we presume is of the Pinus Igsignus 
variety, alt'hough we note that amongst Vic
torian packers some are still using the Moun~ 
tain Ash dark wood. It was observede amongst 
the Victorian packages that some packers had 
used four pieces t'op or b~ttom which had been 
cleeted inside. This was quite satisfactory, 
but it strengthened the package and enabled 
it to enjoy a sound journey. 

QUALITY: Up t'o the time of writing, we 
have inspected a full range. of South Australian 
and Victorian sultanas and a small range of 
Victorian currants and -one pitrcel of Victorian 
lexias, but no South Australian curranrs. 

We must at once say the quality as repre~ 
sented bY these two steamers is t"he- finest we 
have sighted for about three seasons. The 
color of the 4-crown sultanas from Victo-ria is 
mainly golden. The s~uth Australian sultanas 
are practically ·all of the amber type, but alto
gether they renresent a magnificent delivery. 
The quaJh'y of Victorian currants we have ~en 
is extremely good, and comment was made at 
the inspection that some of the 2-crown par~· 
eels could well have be-en put in the 3-crown 
category. 

Viewing t'he mnst difficult conditions you 
have suffered during growing, harvesting and 
packing, you are to be congratulated on such 
a magnificent crop, and the Ministry should 
be extremely pleased with the fruit t'hey are 
receiving. In fact, put alongside samples of 
"Unicrop .. from Smyrna, there is no compari~ 
eon. Australia this season has given an ex
ample of h ... JW sultanas in partiCular can be 
gTown. prepared and graded. Smyrna under 
t'his "Unicrop" system has shown how poor a. 
crop can be, for there is no other word that 
can describe the crop from Smyrna this year 
other than atr-cious. We fear the trade will 
be bitterly disaPpointed when they receive de
liveries of Smyrna sultanas this season, and 
there will be a good deal of· damage done to 
the reputation of Smyrna fruit. 

There is one one minor adverse comment we 
have t'} make on quality, and t'hat concerns 
a parcel of Victorian lextas. As mentioned 
above, it is the only parcel we have seen. The. 
t'rutt itseU is well graded and in very good 
condition with good color, but t'he size of the 
berries is still small." 
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Empire Preference Policy Endangered 

Concern Expressed by Dried Fruits Indmtry 
A serious note was struck by Mr P. Malloch in dealing with Empire Prefer

ence at Federal Council. It has always been recognised that the dried fruits 

industry has been enormously strengthened by Empire Preference and any 

departure from this policy must necessarily have seroous effects on growers 

and a:l interest~d in the production of dried fruits. 

Mr Malloch: I move that this conference 
con ~,-eys to the Prime Minister its concern at 
the possibility ·of the cancellation or reduction 
of Empire trade preference policy, in view of 
the detrimental effect on the welLbeing of the 
industry. I thi11k that most delegates have 
realised from the press reports that this is a 
matter that is under serious consideration, not 
only in Lond·on but in Ottawa and Washington 
today. There is a :fight in progress between 
the Empire and other trade interests which we 
are watchirig with a great deal of concern. We 
cannot obtain much information on the subject 
from Government circles-no more than yoU 
can get from the press. The position is that 
Great Britain bound herself to the abolition of 
preference under Lend-Lease, and she now 
wants to replace it with quotas. While willing 
to g)ve up preference, she wants to protect 
those industries that have been built up under 
preference, without handicapping world trade. 
Canada did not sign t:he Lend-Lease agreement 
with the United States, and Canada's attitude 
has been a matter of concern to us. As an 
indication of the official trade views of one 
part of Canada I quote the following extracts 
from the Winnipeg Free Press of Septem· 
ber 18·: 

U.K. TRADE POLICY 

The United Kingdom government, theoreti
cally, is just as favorable to multilateral trade 
as the United States or the Canadian Govern
menr. But the new U.K. Government will in
sist upon retaining certain practices-such as 
the :fixing of \quotas and bulk purchasing
which to most people seem to operate against , 
the multilateral system The U.K. Government 
insists that fears on this score are groundless 
and the view here is that rather than aband,on 
the effort to open up world trade, these assur
ances should be accepted. Certainly much 
would depend upon h9w quotas and bulk pur· 
chasing were used. It would be the hope that 
the British Government would do its urmos.t 
to use these state trading devices in such a 
way as· to caqse the least disturbance t"o trade 
generally. 

WASHINGT01N DISCUSSIONS 

The purpose, it is understo·od, is. to follow 
the present Washington discussions-provided 
they do succeed-with an international con. 
ference to draw up a convention on trade. 
This would enable action to be taken simul
taneously over a wide area of the world .. The 
advantages of such procedure are obvious. But, 
unfortUnately, the United States Government 
failed ~o think far enough ahead-or decided 
against the multilateral approach-and sought 
and." obtained from Congress a renewal of the 
Recipricol Trade Agreement ·Act. This act 
requires the· government: to negotiate with each 
country separately. A cu,mbersome procedure 
involving committee inquiries, the taking o:f 
evidence and so on, is necessary. Each agree
ment may be held up for ari. indefinite period 
of time. Instead of being free to offer Con
gress an agreement covering t'he. whole field, 
the negotiations will have to be bilateral. And 
no ·country will be certain of where it will 
stand in the U.S. market until irs particular 
agreement has been made. 

U.S. POLICY 

However, while this may well make for slow 
progress, ultimate success need not be je,opar. 
dised. The new act enables the U.S. govern. 
ment to make subst'antial cuts in the prevaiJ. 
ing tariff. This, of course, was essential an,d 
is regarded as a bull point. The terms upon 
which· Congress granted the renewal of the 
a.ct to the government are said, reliably, t:o 
include a number of private commitments. If 
Congress would pass the act, the State Depart· 
ment: undertook to obtain many concessions 
from other countries. which may be extremely 
difficult to deliver. Among other conce!'sions, 
it is believed, is the renewal i:p. entirety of 
British preferential ~riffs. 

CANADIAN VIEWPOINT 
It: is evident that the Canadian government 

although sincerely and ardently in favor of 
world trade on the freest attainable footing, 
intensely dislikes the idea· ·Of discussing the 
preference in black and white terms. As seen 
her.e, the United States-reacts against the pref. 
m·ence il! an emotional rather than a rational 
way. Washington is inclined to be dogmatic. 
It has become a kind of religion there to de. 
maud the rooting out or t'he prefere.ntial sys. 
tem. The Canadian government in discussing 
this prOblem with Washington will find itself 
in a position of embarrassment. Ottawa does 
not: wish to discuss the prefei·ence in bla,ck 
and whii:e terms. "\\r"'hat Ottawa wants ia a 
realistic approach. 

THE PREFERENCE QUESTION 
Th~re are, in Ottawa's view, two aspects to 

this P.,reference quest'ion. The preference was 
originally adopted by Cana,d,a as a method of 
l'educing tariffs and not as a means of cre
ating an. exclusive Commonweal~h empire. 
trading area.. That was the philoSophy behind 
the preference until 1932 when the Imperial 
Economic conference, largely because of the 
insistence of the Bennett Government, adopted 
the policy of an exclusiv~ trading area. It is 
the latter and not the former against which 
other countries may proPet:"lY protest. In fur
t'herance of the exclusive area idea, many de. 
vices were incorporated into the prefere-nce 
in 1932. Fixed spreads, bo~nd rates and so
on, bec-ome the rule rather than the exception. 
In order to make the preference. look greater 
than it: actually was, the Bennett government 
placed upon the preferential free list many 
articles which were and probably always will 
be imp::~rted only from non-British sources, 
chiefly the United States. If you were now to 
l'educe all rates t'o the preferential level, many 
industries in this country might b.e unable to 
survive. That, in any event, is the official 
viewpoint. It the reduction were made over 
a pe"riod of time, t'he result ,would .be. very 
different. 

TARIFF REDUCING DEVICE 
W"b.at the Canadian Government would like 

to do· is to· wipe out ·completely the exclusive 
f.:;iatures ad·opted in 1932 and return t'o the 
original conception of the preference as a 
tariff-reducing device. This would mean that 
the fixed spreads between the preference and 
other tariff schedules would be eliminated. 
Bound rates would go. Having got thus far, 
Ottawa would meet all reasonable demands for 
tariff reductions. It is stated wit'h the most 
earnest insistence that tlie G-overnment is pre. 
p.ared to go the limit in cutting tariffs but that 
no responsible ministry could contemplate. deal. 
lng with this matter on a dogmatic basis such 
as is implied in the demand for the total abo
lition of the preference. Some industries which 
are least :[:~repared for it would have to face 
free trade with the U.S. Others which are 
much better placed or which might well be 
dispensed with, would retain high protection 
simply because they were not dealt with in 
1932. The results would be chaotic. 

But however all this may Work out, it' is 
believed here that the immediate problem is 
to achieve an agreement between the U.S. and 
the U.K. Progress, therefore, waits upon the 
results of the presemt discussions at :Wash· 
ington. 

Mr Malloch: It .is reas~uring that there are 
other parts of t'he Dominion working along 
the same lines as ourselves. 

The Counc11 ihen agreed to the motion
"That this C,onference views with grave con. 
cern the possibility of cancellation or redt.!C.. 
tion of Empire trade preference policy. We 
consider that such ,a development would be 
detrimental to ·the well-being a.nd economic 
stability of the industry in Australia. It Is 
requested that the board place these views 
of conference before the Hen. The Prime 
Minister (Mr J. B. Chlfl·ey)." 

FROST CONTROL BY 
OIL SPRAYING 

Cumulative Deleterious 
Effect On Vines 

The Chief Horticulturist of South Austra
lia (Mr A. G. Strickland) recently reported 
that frost control experiments with oil sprays 
on sultana vines were ca.rried out in spring, 
1940, on M r A. Hunt's property at Monash 
and later at Mr Woolmer's property .at Glos
SO'p. The:.Shell Company of Australia, in co
operation w_ith ·CSIR, SA and NSW Depart
ments of Agriculture, has since the Initial 
experimental work In the ·spring of 1940 a.t 
Monash, carr.i~ Out trials at Glossop, Venda 
(,NSW), and Merbein in Vi-ctoria. 

The object of this w.ork was t'o "find out it 
bud-burst of vines <:ould be delayed sufficiently 
to avoid frost damage or at least so far that 
th.e burden of vineyard heating could be re~ 
duced. There is no doubt that heavy sprays 
of su~mer pil will delay bud-bu,rst up to 2' 
weeks, btJ.t th~ concentrations required· a.re so 
heavy- many times those used in normal 
spraying- that the vine yields are unfortu. 
nat'ely redq.ced. 

FI,NAL RECOMM'"NDATIONS 

The final recommendations from the repoi t 
issUed by the Shell Company at the end of 
four seaSons' work are: "Because of the- cumu· 
lative deleterious effect of vine"s r.~sulting from 
the very heavy -oil t"reatment on vines, we be
lieve this investigation should be discon,tinued." 

Following are the conclusions drawn at the 
end of the last season's work at Merbein and 
Yenda (NSW). Experience in South Aqst'ralia 
has been exactly parallel. 

CONCLUSIONS 

(1) A significant delay of bud-burst of vines 
has been achieved by application of a summer 
typ~ spraying oil .during the dormant season. 
The· extent o·f th.!§ dela.y varies betw~::en seyen 
and 17 days at: Merbein (Vic) and up to 18 
days at Yenda (NSW). 

(2) Concentration of oil in the emulsion sup. 
plied was the most important factor in deter· 
mining· the extent: of the delay. The relation 
betwe~n delay ·of,v bud.burst and concentration 
of oil is .one .of direct proportion. Regular 
increments of concentration give regular incre~ 
ments of delay. 

(3) Time of applicat1on caused significant 
effects· in ·delay of bud~ burst. Vines sprayed 
H eeks and a weeks be,fore estimated bud· 
burst We.re very similar in effect on breaking 
dormancy, but both series were significantlY 
delayed compared with vines sprayed n weeks 
befOre estimated bud.bqrst:. This is in approxl. 
mate agreement with previoUs years where 
spraying 4~ weeks be,for bud-burst has, in gen~ 
eral, been the most effective time to treali the 
Yines for purpose;s ·of delaying bud. burst. 

( 4) The types of appli.cation employed in 
this trial have litde significance in ·effecting 
delay of butl~burst and frOm this it can be 
deduced that the delay induced by on sprays 
results fi-om the deposit of oil .on t'he canes. 
DepOsit on the crown and butts has little 
effect. 

(5) Yields have be,en reduced tQ a significant 
degree by t'reatment with oil sprays in 1943·44 
season. The depression of yield is directly 
proportional to the pe-rcentage of oil in the 
emulsion applied and there 1s, therefore, a 
high degree· of correlation between delay of 
bud-burst and depression of yield. In view of 
this correlation it is unlikely that any comnier. · 
cial exploitation of this phenomenon will be 
possible. 

(6) The number of bunches and the composi
tion of the fresh fruit juice are not affecteq by 
the treat'ment with oil. Th~ lowered yield is. 
apparently due to a: reduced set of individual 
berries and may result from the interference 
with the vascular system, and food supply to 
t:he florets at blossom time. 

(7) Nb acute injury has been observed on 
any plots, but the general vigor and health as 
estimated by the appearance at an advanced 
date .in spring when diffe:rence in· percentage 
buds burst had evened out:, waS lo.wered by 
treatments inVolving the higher ~ercentages 
of on. 
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State Dried Fruits Board 
Publicity - Further Plantings - Overseas Preferences 
- Industry Film - Packing House Equipment - Sta· 
tis tics. 

Owing to wartime difficu'ties no conference of State Dried Fruits Boards 
has been held s:nce 1938, until this year, when a conference of the Boards of 
all four producing States was held in Melbourne on the 25th and 26th October, 
1945. For the first time in the history of the industry, all Boards were fully 
represented. 

ATTENDANCE 
The Secretary to the Conference was Mr. 

W. N. Twiss (Secretary, S.A. Board), and the 
following atLended:-

Representing the Victorian Orie.'CI Fruits 
Board: Mr. Parker J. Moloney (Chairman), Mr. 
F. M. Read, M.Ag.,Sc. (Deputy Chairman), Mr. 
n. E. Barry wood, Mr. D. A. Cockroft, Mr. H. 
V. Davey, Mr S. R. Mitnsell, Mr. A. Rawlings. 

Representing the South Austra.lian Dried 
Fruits Boal'd: Mr. G. A. W. Pope, I.S.O . .(Chair~ 
man), Mr. F. M. McMi1Ian (Deputy Chairman), 
Mr. J. R. Jemison, Mr. c. E Russell, Mr. C. 
W. Till. 

Representing the New South Wales Dried 
Fruits Bo,ard: Mr. G. J. EVatt (Chairman), Mr. 
P. C. Cox, Mr. J. C. Granger, Mr. E. J. Hud. 
son, Mr. L. B. O'Donnell. 
.. RepreSenting the Western Australian Dried 
Fruits Board: Mr H. S. Bickford (Chairman), 
Mr. J. Duff, Jr., Mr. G. McD. Edgecombe, Mr. 
C. A. Sharman, Mr. G. E. Stone. 

In attendance: Messrs. E. H. Rosri:tan (Sec. 
retary, W.A. Board). C. N. Hall (of the Sra:ff 
of the N.S.W. Board), and J. E. S. Bates (of 
the staff of the Vict"rian Board) and Mrs. E. 
M. Suffern (Acting Secretary of the Victol-ian 
Board). 

CHAIRMAN'S ADDRESS 

Mr. Parker J. Moloney (Chairman of -the 
Vict'orian Dried Fruits Board) presided, and, 
in extending a welcome to the visiting mem· 
bers of the Boards, stated that the last Gen. 
eral ConfereD.ce was held in Sydney in May, 
1938, the holding of O·~nferences having been 
interrupt'ed by the War and the difficulties of 
transport. He was pleased to note that, for 
the first time in the hi~tory of the industry, 
all State Boards were fully represented. This 
was particularly gratifying in the case of Wes. 
tern Ausl'ralia, whose full delegation of Board 
members was prompted by a desire to pro. 
mote a clearer understanding of the many 
probhms whir'h were common to all States
a desire which he felt found its first expres· 
sian in the act'ion of the Eastern States in 
making possible the visit of himself and Mr. 
Twi~s tYY' Western Australia in April last. He 
referred to the many difficulties faced by the 
industry under war conditions and it was satis. 
factory ~to realise that the export market had 
been regularly supplied and that Australian 
prices had been maintained. The necessity to 
meet the export dE:mand had necessarily cur. 
tafl8d SUl1Plies of dried fruits available for the 
Commonwealth market, and, in this connec. 
tion, it was satisfact'ory to be able to report 
that the c~mmonwealth Government had 
a.~eed to a11ow all growers a subsidy on their 
1945 vine ciop. This was intended to com· 
penSate t'hem for the diversion to export of 
fruits which it was conRirlered could have been 
sold on the m0re profitable Australian mar. 
ket. Jn aU the neg-otiations with the Fl"deral 
A_uthorh'ies which led up to the granting of 
the subsidy by the Commonwealth Govern. 
ment, the State Boards, acting through the 
Consultative Comihh'tee, plaved a full part in 
co~operati"n and collaboration with the Aus- _ 
tralian Dried Fntits AssoCiation and the Ex. 
:vort Control Board. 

EXPANSION POLICY 
The Conference was officially opened by the 

Direm'or of A~iculture for Victoria (Mr. H. 
A. Mullett), who cY'ngratulated the leaders of 
the Dl-ied Fruits _Industry on its efficient or
ganisation. This h-ad enabled it to survive rhe 
many crises throu~h which it had_ passed dur· 
ing the last decade. He stated there was a 
number or'· Wen. meaning people who thought 
that' otie of the most attractive openings to 
repatriated_ men was in the Dried Fruits In. 
tlm~try and that' the Murray Valley could be 
further devel,I~~d. but, in this regard, he urged 
that' constant Vi2'ilance was necessary. Com
monwealth and State Governments. as well as 
the general p11blic, should be w"arned that, 
before any policies were embarked upon. in· 
Tolvi:t.tg the openjng up of new areas for fur
ther production of dried fruits. an economic 

for Australian dried fruits should be carefully 
examined. This was of prime importance. 

A ._long agenda was disposed of, the main 
itemS- c-::Jmprising questions relating t:o pub# 
licity, further plantings and overseas prefer
ences, methods of grading and packing and 
plans designed to promote closer collaboration 
between State Boards and all branches of the 
industry. 

A.D.F.A. REPRESENTATIVES 

Representatives of the Australian Dried 
F'ruits Association (Messrs. D. C. Winterbot
tom, W. N. Sumner, J. Gordon and H. R. 
survey of the indust'rY should be made and 
the possibilities of extending export markets 

MR. PARKER MOLONEY 

Jones} attended by invitation for the purpose 
of discussing with Conference delegates ·items 
relating to Publicity, Further Plantings and 
Overseas Preferences, and the oppOrtunity was 
also taken to make a screening of t'he feature 
film of the industry w-hich the Publicity Com# 
mittee was displaying to senior school pupils 
as part of it's activities 

PUBLICITY 

After the. screening of the Film of the In· 
dustry, the Chairman reported on the activi~ 
ties of the PublicitY Committee during the 
war years, and referred to the amount appro~ 
priated by the Committee for post. war adver
tising. As Chairman of the Pub'icity Com. 
mittee he was anxious for the A.D.F.A. and 
all others concerned· in the industry to be 
Informed of the publicity campaie;n being car
ried out by the Committee. He could say, 
on behalf of all the State Boards, t'hat they 
were most anxious to co-operate in every way 
with the A.D.F.A., the Exwn·t control Board 
and the Commerce Department for the good 
of the industry. 

After a general discussion, during which 
various proposals, calculated to iptprove Com. 
monwealth sales of dried fruit's. were put to 
Conference, the following resolution was car
ried:-

"That tbis Conference recommends that 
the Publicity Committee launch publicity 
drives at: the appropriate times with a view 
to maintaining and increasing sales of dried 
fruits in the Commonwealth and that the 
A.D.F.A. and other interested bodies be 
asked to join in any such ··campaign.'" 
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Conference 
POSSIBLE MARKET COLLAPSE 

Consideration was given to the danger, 
under post. war influences, of a sudden mar· 
ket collapse, and the following resolution was 
passed:-

"In view of the possibility of a. sudden 
market w:Uapse in dried fruit prices in the 
early post-war years, this Conference sup. 
ports t'he .Policy ·of arranging long-range IJlans 
for the disposal of exportable surpluses." 

FURTHER PLANTINGS 
In regard to the question of Further Plant

ings, the Chairman outlined the resolutions 
carried at' the O·:nference held at Adelaide 
on the 27th August, 1945, which were sub
mitted to the Standing Committee of the Aus. 
tralian Agricuh'Ural Council, and stated that· 
these could be taken as representing the atti· 
tude of he Dried Fruits Industry towards the 
Problem of furt'her plantings of areas for the 
Production of dried vine fruits. 

The fo11·::Jwing resolution was carried unani. 
mously:-

"That this Conference endorse the action 
of the Adelaide conference in its submis. 
sions to the Australian Agricultural Coun
cil!' 

PACKING HOUSE EQUIPMENT 
Conference also arranged for he attendance 

of Messrs. Ross Grant, F. H. Colbey, C. G. 
Ralph and W. B. seamons (of the Department 
of Commerce .and Agriculture), to confer on 
matt'ers relating to packing house equipment 
and amenities as contained in the report of 
Mr. H. R. Tinney, of the Department of Com~ 
merce, as well as on pr-oblems concerning 
packing and grading. 

The following resolution was carried:-
"That, in the opinion of this Conference, 

while it is appreciated that a number of 
packing houses has made adequate provision 
for the elimination of dust and dirt,· str:ps 
shoudl be taken to ensure that other pack. 
ing houses do likewise." 

COLLECTION OF STATISTICS 
The -present practice of collecting and as

sembling pack estimates and other st"atistical 
information was referred to and a resolutir:n 
was carried requesting the Corrsultative Com
mittee to arrange for a further Conference 
with other interested bodies, with a view to 
establishing uniformity, This could only be 

·achieved by app.ointing a single auth·nrh'y to 
collect all statistical information required 
from time to time. 

Other matters which received t'he attention 
of Conference were:-(1) Uniform Account 
Sales, (2) Green Tinge in Sultanas, (3) Stan· 
dardisation of Grades, ( 4) Grading of Lexias 
and Walthams, etc. 

W.A. BOARD PROBLEMS 
One of the features of the C"nference was 

t'he discussion of certain ·problems raised by 
the Western Australian Board, and, before the 
Conference closed, the Chairman of the V.Tes. 
tern Australian Board (Mr. H. S. Bickford) 
stressed the advantage to his Board of being 
afforded t'he opportunity of gaining a first. 
hand knowledge of the administrative prob. 
terns which were common to all the Boards, 
and -this, he believed, in itself justified the 
attendance of all his Board membPrs. The 
recent visit' of the Chairman and -Secretary 
of the Consultative Committee to Western 
Australia was greatly appreciated in that 
State. 

TRIBUTE TO CHAIRMAN 
The Conference cJ..,.sed with a vote of thanks 

to the Chairman (Mr. Parker Moloney), whicb 
was moved by Mr. G .A. W. Pope (Chairman, 
South Australian Board), who referred t.o t'he 
fact that, when Mr. MOloney was Minister for 
Commerce, he had negotiated the Australian
Cana.dian Trade Treaty at' Ottawa p_r-vidin.e: 
for the substantial preference which h:ts ever 
since been enjoved on the sales of Australian 
drie-d fruits in Canada and which had proved 
of gi'eat benefit to the industry. 

SPRAY RESIDUE 
In America the Federal Food and Drug Ad

ministration has again lost in Cou·rt in a spray 
residue case. It is again found that nature 
provides in several items ·of. c-onsumption 
larger quanUties of lead, arsenic and flourine 
in natural form than the Food and Drug people 
say should be allowed to remain on tne skin 
of an apple· or pear after spraying. A Federal 
Court in San Francisco recently threw out the 
s.econd case in this matter. 

-"California Fruit News." 
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All reports, correspondence, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, Mildura, Victoria. 

For Advertising Rates, apply W. N. Sumnet·, 

Victoria House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 

"""''''""'"''"'""'"""'"'""''"'"""'""'"'"'"""'""""'"""""'" 
All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 

forward items of interest to the Industry 

as a whole for publication in the "News." 

''''''''''''''""'"'''"'''"'""''"'"''''"''''''''''""'''''""'''""'""'"""'' 
Here's freedom_ to him that would read, 

'Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns..· 

MJLDURA, NOVEMBER, 1945 

---------·--
CAN THE INDUSTRY BE 

EXPANDED? 

TODAY those appointed by growers to guide 
industry policy are faced with a problem 

It is one ·that calls for the wisdom of King 
Solomon-and it is prdblematical as to whether 
he could have w1ved it off -hand. It is the 
problem of whether the industry s·hall be ex
pandd! so as to absorb every digger who wants 
to take. a block for dried fruits prod~ction, 
or whether those appointed to implement policy 
shall advise ~gainst expansion. It is not an 
enviable position for any body of men to be 
placed in, paricularly as their hest friends, and 
sons, are involved in the ultimate reaction. 
There are many returning I men who justly 
claim that this dried fruits avenue is the only 
one they know,-- having been born and bred 
in it. ThitS- claim is .a real one, and it is 
distressing to realise that ·it must be the job 
of those responsible to speak on behalf of the 
industry to sound a note of warning against 
uncon1:rolled expansion. -

However, this 4oes not mean that the in
dustry is officially against some expansion; in 
fact it has suggested in its evidence that there 
are some avenues where expansion is eConomic. 
As to what is economic is a matter for the · 
Commonwe<~~lth Government to deal with 
after a dose study of the r'eport of -the. Com
mission set up to investigate the potenti\lJ.ities 
of all industries, and with a view to rehabili
tating diggers. 

And so the position devolves to the simple 
fact that the ADFA, which has been ac-cu~ed 
of holding on to what it has without thought 
for the returned man, has stated facts as to 
dangers--'has asked that these be checked up
that a body under the name of the Common
wealth Bureau of Agricultural Economics in
vestigate the world po5ition as to the future 
of dried fruits and advise the Government 
accordingly. In short, the matter of expansion 
is not one for the ADF A to decidie-it is one 
of Government policy. And so the matter' 
must rest. 

Much could be sai~ for and against any 
undue expansion, but as this is dealt with fully 
under an item in this issue, it is redundant 
to set out details. 

One thing must be remembered, in all the 
welter of discussion on this contentious matter 
-that sultanas were worth £30 a ton net to 
grower pre-war:--that costs, which have in
creased, are here to stay; that the pt'esent -re
turns cannot last and. that we must soon 
come back to a return that -is between the 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 
ROLL CALL 

GROWERS PREDOMINATE 
The opportunity is taken to publish 

the full attendance of the A.D.F.A. held 
at the Commercial Travellers' Club Soard 
Ro,om, Melbourne, on October 23 and 24, 
1945. 

As is always a feature at these meet
ings, actual dried fruit growers predomi
nated and took a leading part in the 
proceedings. 

The t·ull r.oll call was:-

VICTORIA: N. Barcl,ay (Red Cliffs), R. 
J. A. Bradford (Red Cliffs), L G. 
Cameron (Birdwoodton), E. J. Casey 
(Merbein), S. G. Cutler (Mildura), H. 
H. Goodman (Woorinen), J. Henshi\. 
wood (lrymple), W. J. Kirwan (Mer. 
bein), E. E. Lloyd (Nyah), A. L. Mar. 
tin (Red Cliffs), A. Rawlings (Mer
bein), and H. Yo-ungs (Cardross). 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA: A. J. Chapman 
. (Nurio.otp1a), R. Curren (Berri), J. R. 

Je:mison (Ramco-), E. N. Seary (Ren. 
mark), R. F. Trott (McLaren Vale), 
J. J. Van Velsen (Barmera)y and ·J. L. 
Wethere;ll (Kingston-on-Murray), 

NEW SOUTH WALES: S. B-roome (Grif
fith), J. R. Little (Goodnight), J. J. 
Murdoch (Dz.reton), and L. B. O'Don
nell (Curlwaa). 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: H. H. Smith 
(Perth},. and. A. G. Watt (Green· 
mo·unt). 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF MAN. 
AGEME1NT: H. D. Howie, O.B.E. (Ren. 
m,ark}, J. H. Gordon (Red Cliffs), A. 
R •• Lawrence. (Nyah}_,. P .. Malloch 
(lr•ymple), J. B. Murdoch (Waikerie), 
D. c. Winterbottom (Mildura), and' E. 
J. Hudson (Venda). 

AGENTS' REPRESENTATIVES: H. R. 
Jon~~ (Melbourne), T F McKay 
('Nyah), and .H. W. ,Newton (Adelaide). 

VISIT'O·RS: J. R. Gordon (lrymple), A. 
E. Hazel (Red Cliffs), E. W. Hogan 
(Red ·Cliffs), K. H •. C. McCallum 
(Sunnycliffs), c. W. Till (Barmera), 
F. W_e:Jatherburn (Red Cliffs), and W. 
Cavendish (Red Cliffs); and al$o f,our 
visitors from Western _Australia. 

GENERAL SECRETARY: W. N. Sufnner 
(Melbourne). 

OFFICIAL REPORTER: G. E. Kitchin. 
Kerr (MeJ,bourne). 
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pre-war rate and present prices. _1\.nd that 
the whole rna tter of expansion must be based 
on a reurn to growers that has to stand up 
to such adjustments, plus the incidence of. 

over-pr-oduction and dumping on markets lirni
ted to those within the preference group, out
side of which it is hopeless to expect payable 
returns; and what is the future in this regard? 

To an industry that faces an export of 
between eighty and ninety thousand tons to 
markets that are so full of dangers as the 
trend fat limitation of tariffs develops, all 
these problems must he r;eal, not only to those 
deputed to watch the well-being of the in
dustry, but to all who are present or potenial 
members of it. 

Can the industry be expanded is just as 
much a problem. fo-r the digger who wants to 
come into it as to those now within its ranks. 

VINE-GROWING IN N.S.W.: 

25 ACRE LIMIT 
EXPLAINED 

Mr. J. H. GordOn, ,of Stewart, editor of the 
Dried Fruit-s News, recenti·Y wrote! to the 
Dep·a,rtment of Commerce and Agriculture, 
CQmmonwealth Food Control, Sydney, setting 
out the conditions attached to certain water 
licences by the N.S.W. Conservation and lrri~ 

gation CIOmmission, which, Mr. Gordon st,ated, 
gave the impression that a fairly large de· 
velopment in vine.growing w~s proceeding in 
N.S.W. 

In its reply, the Department denied this. was 
the case. The introductiOn of the "25 acres" 
li~itation, as mentioned in advertisements, 
was actually ,a, restriction so that lar.ge areas 
would not be planted by t'he individual con~ 
cerned. In practice, only a small percentage 
of licensees intended" to p-lant any vines at 
alL The limit was included in such cases, 
as, at some future d.ate, t'he. farming objective 
might be changed in some cases. There wer~ 
many instances where the land was quite 
unsuited to vines, but it was necessary to 
include t'he clause in all cases where vine~ 
growing was even remotely possible. 

The Department understood that in Victoria 
the specia-l conditions limiting the irrigation 
of vines were included only in L'he cases- of 
licences or permits in areas which were suit
able -for ·dried fruit production. As far as other 
Victorian licences and permits were concerned 
there was no limitation upon the use_ to which 
wat:er might be pUt, but, owing to climatic 
and soil limitations, there was little likelihood 
of many of these diverters ·attempting t-o pro~ 
duce dried fruit. 

This seemed quit'e a sound attitude in the 
case of Victoria, the Department added, but 
N.S.W. legislation insisted on all cases hav
ing conditions set out,. and this unfortunat'ely· 
gave readers the idea that a large number 
of irrigationists were planting up to a 25-
acre unit:. 

A.D.F.A. NEWS 

At Federal Council· the recommendatio-n by 
the Board of Management that the "News" be 
issued six times per annum was approved. Mr 
J·. Gordon said with four issues of;"the Dried 
Fruits New~ 'a year t'here was a lag in publiw 
cation, and some matter had to be_ reset be
cause of develnpments that occurred while it 
was awaiting publication. Six issues were 
about: what was wanted at the moment. The 
required paper quota had been made available. 

FOOD FOR BRITAIN 

Australian Contribution 
Mr H. D. Howie said that Mr E. J. R-oberts, 

of the Irymple Packing Proprietary, had writ~ 
ten to head office in support of the appeal 
made by the Lord Mayor for food contfibu~ 
tions to Great Britain. We have approached 
the Commonwealth Board which represents t'he 
whole of the._ Dried Fruits Industry in Aus
trali-a.~ It decided tQ withdraw, out of a ship~ 
me~t of 500 t:ons of sultanas being forwarded 
to Great Britain as an ordinary trade trans
action; a quantity of 50 tons and . to send it 
on a dest'r,oyer to Great Britain as a direct 
gift. Mr Bankes Amery; the U.K. Ministry of 
Food representative in Australia, has said that 
this gift would fill a needed want in Great 
Brit'ain for distribution to old pe_ople in homes 
and institutions. Its -cost will be met out. of 
the accumulated funds of he Gommon:wealth 
Dried Fruits Board which the Board can use 
for- the benefit of the industry. It is an ap.. 
propriate gesture on behalr' or· the inQustrY, 
and I think that we are doing a real· service 
to people in Great Britain by making it. 

Mr H. H. Goodman (Woorinen): We should 
congratulate the Commonwealth Board on its 
decision and thank Mr Roberts- for his sug-~ 
gestion. · 
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GREEN TINGE SULTANAS 

Federal Council Agrees to Recommendations 
At a recent meeting of the Board of Management of the Association this 

problem was dea:t with to the stage of the appointment of a coiiUilCttee of 
packers which was requested to draw up recommendations for review by the 
Board and eventual submis~ion to Federal Council. 

In submitting the report to the Council on behalf of the Board the chairman 
of the committee (Mr. Malloch) stated that it had been unanimously agreed;--

That the practice of delivering green- tinge 
sultanas to packing houses has beco:tne more 
general of re_cent: years, and has reached such 
pro:Qortions as to cause concern. Large quan· 
titie·s of sultanas ·Of this nature, unfit for pack 
on delivery, have had to be stored and held · 
for months in the :packing houses, causing 
ext'ra costs in handling. 

Apart from the financial loss, it is considered 
that this class of fruit is detrimental to the 
good name of Australian frui'C in all markets, 
particularly in the United Kingdom, where, 
with the end of the war, greater attention will 
be paid to frUit: quality than during the war 
years. 

lt is considered essential there should be a 
return by the industry to the objective of 
golden-colored sultanas, in place of the lem:m 
and lemon-green colored sult:ana now so large.. 
ly delivered. 

COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following recommendations were anan1-
mously agreed on: 

(1) That sultanas showing a pronounced 
green ting~ should not be accepted on delivery 
at packing houses, but should be_ returned to 
growers for coloring. 

(2) That a sample of the light'est lemon 
colored fruit suitable and acceptable for pack
ing sh-:uld be fixed at a meeting of representa
tiv-es of Government Inspection Branch, pack
eTs and grc-wers, early in the _seascn. That' 
portions of this sample should be distributed 
to all packers as a guide and determining fac
tor in respect to fruit for acceptance or re
ject'ion. That the rejected fruit should be re
turned to growers for coloring. 

Un That Mr Orton, of the Research Station 
at Merbein, be encouraged to experiment with 
dipping practices t'o ascertain if the color of 
sultanas can be deepened in the pr-ocess so as 
to remove the objectionable greenish tinge. 
Reports of the_ use of caustic pot3.sh in this 
connecl'ion were noted with interest. 

(',{,) That a circular be prepared by the ADFA 
for distribution to growers and packers, where 
the pr blem of green tinge sult_anas is most-, 
~renounced. 

GENERAL GROWER SUPPORT 

Mr P. Malloch, speaking to ·the recommenda
tion, said: It has since been suggested that the 
first recommendation should read that, "Sui~ 
tanas showing a pronounced green tinge should 
not be accept-ad," and I woUld like all dele~ 
gates tJ amend their copies of t'he report· by 
the insertion of the word "pronounced" in that 
recomm;:mdation. I think that t"he Board of 
Management, the Government Inspection 
Branch and the p.ackers are in agreement on 
the matt'er. The recommendations have the 
support ·-of most thinking growers in the Mil
dura district and it is expected that t'he indi
cated procedure will result in the correction of 
a fault which has developed in the war years. 
Labor has been short' and deepening of color 
is a labor problem. I formally move the ad·op~ 
tion of the report. 

.Mr J. B. Murdoch seconded. 

Branches in 

All States 

M;r A. Rawlings: Some years ago the Board 
was asked to fix a green smge sample. That 
practice w.as followed for some years, and then 
the packers asked tha:t green t'inged fruit be 
allowed in the sheds and the rule lapsed. The 
growers had the green fruit and it seemed to 
be a hardship to - insist on the rule .at: the 
time. It was agreed that the packers cottld 
take in the green fruit if they kept: in Separate 
and did not mix it with the rest. We have 
reverted to the position in which growers bring 
pressure on t'he packing houses tJ accept green 
fruit and the regulations are not enforced to 
keep it out. Now we have come to the stage 
at which we saY that: the green fruit should 
not go into the packing houses. I think it is 
reas::mable to insist that fruit greener t'han the 
fixed sample should not be accepted by the 
packer. The grower should be told to take 
the green fruit home and color it properly. The 
green fruit is definitely doing harm to the1 
industry. 

STRICT INSPECTION NECESSARY 

Mr ]J. J. Casey (Merbein): ,It is becoming 
the practice for growers to make no attempt: 
to even up the green tinge. The fruit is simply 
taken off the_ racks and put inl'o the packing 
house, where it has to be held until later in 
the year. Some of this fruit has a vigorous 
green color and unless the grower were colJr
blind he could not reasonably expect' to .get 
it in at all. The Inspection Branch was very 
particul·ar at one time on the_ subject, and 
caused much discontent among growers, but I 
t'hink that this move iS in the right direction. 

Mr H. Youngs (Cardross): I wuuld like to 
know whether we will all agree on the mean. 
ing of pronounced green tinge or whether it 
will not be the same old thing over again. ·who 
is g~ing to say that t'he fruit has a pronounced 
gr9en tinge--the inspector or the packer? 

Mr Ma.Uoch: The point is covered in Clause 
2 of the recommendations dealing with fixing 
samples. A meeting of Assoe'\'liion represen
tatives, Government Inspection Branch and 
Government Board members will determine the 
line rf demarcation between acceptance and 
rejection. There are many degrees of green
ness-from cabbage green down t'hrough every 
shade of green to greeny lemon yellow. There· 
is a stage between the green and yellow in 
which the fruit in one light is lemon yellow 
but if it is taken out into the open sunlight 
it shows a green tinge. We must have a line 
of -demarcation, a line determined by the rep. 
resentat'ives of the growers with the Govern
ment Inspection Branch. Every packing branch 
will receive a. duplicate of the sample fixed as 
a basis for rejections. 
.. Mr S. G. Cutler (Mildura): Is there any re

port on any work in this connection with 
caust'ic potaSh? · 

The Chairman: We are to have the pleasure 
of a visi( by .Mr Orton to discuss, among other 
matters, .green tinge. Mr Orton will repOrt 
what has been done in t'his connection. 

Mr J. R. Little (Go-odnight): In the outlying 
areas, the grower must presumably send in a 

load so as to get an idea of what is. an accept-
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able an'icle. If something could be done to. 
educate a grower more tully-such as a wider 
distribution of samples-it would be of great 
help to ·au concerned. 

INTERPRETATION DIFFICULTIES 
Mr R. Curren (Berri): These recommenda .. ~ 

tions are: .an attempt to solve a vexed problem, 
but l'here will still be much difficulty, as it will 
have to be decided what is acceptable and 
wh-at is not. There may be 101 inspectors at 
the various packing houses and as many dif~ 
ferent interpretat'ions and that is where the 
practice will break down. With cold-dipped 
fruit at Berri, you will have fruit which an 
inspector lets in but which the supervis-Jr, 
when he goes t.'hrough the stacks, says is too 
green. We will fix the sample -all right, but 
the rule will break down on its interpretation. 
As for educating the grower, he will take a 
lot of educat"ion if he is in a hurry. 

Mr Rawlings: The classers wilL have the 
samples, and there are eight or ten under a 
grader, who will try to co-ordinate_ their inter .. 
pretations as he goes from one packing house 
t'o another. The grader, who is over the in
spectors, will have the duty of seeing that they 
are in agreement in not passing fruit that ex
ceeds the green t"inge. 

Mr .Malloch: I agree with Mr Curren that 
these recommendati:ns will not solve thei prob. 
lem; they will onlY a11(3viate the trOuble. I 
have seen fruit: accepteid as beiri'g -of a good 
color, and I have seen the same color in hun~ 
dreds of ton lots rejected as not being accept
able. We can onlY record our recommenda. 
tions as to what Should be done to improve 
the position. 

The report' of the committee appointed to 
consider the question cf green tinge sultanas, 
as read and- amended by Mr Malloch, was 
adopted as follows: 

"That the report of the committee on 
green tinged sultanas, as presented to coun. 
cil, and with the addition of the wor-d 'pro~ 
n.ounced' before 'green tinge' in the first 
recommendation, be .adopted."· 

CARRIERS' INSURANCE 
ON DRIED FRUITS 

One of the many items of interest to grow~ 
ers dealt with at Federal Council was the 
'matter of insurance on dried fruits. The 
Board br.ought this matter forward for dis~ 
cuss ion. 

Mr H. R. Jones moved t'hat in the motion as 
appearing on the agenda, the substitution of 
the words, "agents nominee" for "buyer's 
store." "Buyer's store" was defined originally 
to include the c-Juntry, but: it could be given 
teo wide a meaning, hence the suggested al
teration. 

Mr Kirwan: Does the motion 'cover loss by 
fire only? It may be possible for the fruit: to 
be damaged by collision. 

Mr Jones: If y'Ju extend the risk, the cost 
becomes out of proportion, and it would mount 
up over the value of the crop. As business 
men we could not: recommend growerS to pay 
such a premium on what was only a contin
gency If there is a collision the bulk of the 
fruit is ,picked up. 

It was then agreed- that the first paragraph 
of Rule 31 be ah'ered as follows: 

In respect to all fruit received by a packer 
from a grower, in the absence .of an express 
stipula.tio·n to the contrary, it shall be under .. 
stood to be a term of· the cOntract between 
grower and packer that the latter shall in. 
sure the fruit against loss or damage by fire, 
until delivered to the agents or agent's nom~ 
inee or ship's slings. Such insurance shall 
a.lso extend to include the fruit whilst in 
transit from grower to packer, the packer to 
charge the g_rower with the cost of such 
insurance/' 

Agents in 

All Districts 

FIRE, MARIN~ ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK. WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
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MANPOWER FOR INDUSTRY 

Grave Concern Expressed 
One of the problems exercising the minds of all interested in the dried fruits 

industry is manpower, and the following summary of a discussion at Federal 
Council reveals several angles of this important factor in dried fruits production. 

Mr. Littl~ (Goodnight): I feel that there 
r l>ould be some discussion on the manpower 
position. I understand that: the manpower 
authorities have dropped the allocation of 
lab-:::r. Men are going out of the services, 
but the question is will they be going t'o the 
producing areas. 

Mr. Winterbottom (Mildura): We realise in 
Mildura that the labor position is by no means 
clear, and it could become a serious matter. 
We have a committee dealing with the local 
labnr problem, including Nyah and Woorinen 
and, the nearby NSW border districts. 

It is not a matter t'o be neglected, hut we 
are not saying that the growers will not obtain 
the labor they require. 

Mr. McKay (Nyah): Growers likely to be 
short: of labor, should make application through 
the local w-ax .Agricultural Committee. 

Mr. Rawlings (Merbein): The Director of 
Manpower has made it clear that the power 
of directing labor has gone; that it is now a' 
matter f.or competition for labor, and that 
the position will be difficult in the first two 
years after the war. We shall h-a.ve to .go out 
and get our· own labor this year. 

Mr. Curren (Berri): The labor position is 
difficult: to forecast. Some of the districts in 
South Australia would like to see maintained 
the Women's Land Army who .helped last year 
to solve our labor problems. We had 300 
Land Army girls transferred from New South 
Wales and they were very efficient. 

Mr. Gordon (Red Cliffs): I do not think t'hat 
we should take any such action. These girls 
did a wonderful job, but they are entitled to 
demobilisation as well as anyone else. Some 
of these girls left good jobs to join t'he Land 
Army and it is not right to keep them mobi
lised for our sakes. 

Mr. J. J. Murdoch (Dareton): There have 
been inquiries from Br-oken Hill regarding 
labor requrements for next year's crop. 

Mr. Rawlings: The National Labor Bureau 
will advise when labor is available, as when 
factories close down; but there is no power of 
direction. The Government is keeping tlie 
labor office open. 

Mr. Hudson (Yenda): It is not a. question of 
these land army girls wanting to be de
mobilised. s.om~ of them are being forcibly 
demobbed, and manpower will be short. The 
release of men" is not working out as it should 
under the points system. It looks as if labor 
will be shorte;r than in the past. 

Mr. Broome: (Griffith): In moving t'h:at the 
authority responsible be approached regard
ing the continuance of the Women's Land 
Army fo:r the assistance of primary producers 
during the shortage of manpower, I can saY 
that we in the MIA have had a lot' to do with 
the Women's Land Army. These girls were 
housed in hostels in charge of responsible 
women. They are mostly girls from 18 to 22, 
but they would be unavailable for us as helP· 
ers otherwise. No Land ·ArmY girl g-oes out 
to work alone. They have been of great 
assist'ance to us. South Australia borrowed a 

number of our land girls-much to our disgust, 
because we wanted them ourselves. The 
Land Army is uow disbanding. Hostels are 
indispensable, as the girls would not go to a 
country town if they were going to "bat'ch," 
and they would not get board and lod.ging 
anywhere . If the Board of Management wants 
to help us it will have to moVe' very quickly, 
ot'herwise the land army girls will be dispersed. 
I know that the girls want to continue. It i~ 
possible that with the_ return of soldiers to 
industry, the position of girls will not ·be- so 
good. If no action is taken for a month or 
two, the whole thing will be in the air. 

.Mr. Gordon: I feel that we as an industry 
that depends so much on the goodwill ·of t'he 
housewives- of Australia should not be a party 
to the use of compulsion in retaining the ser. 
viceS of the Land Army girls. They should 
continue ·On a purely volum'ary basis. I do 
not think the Land Army will be disbanded 
this year as the girls cann·ot leave it until 
the official proclamation of the end of t'he 
war. The Land Army includes girls who have 
given up good jobs and who will wa.nt to 
return to them as so-on as they can. Othef 
girls may want to com'inue in the Land Army. 
None of these girls has any rights under the 
rehabilitation scheme similar to those avail
able to the WAAAFS and other women's ser
vices, and to the male personnel. Despite 
protests, no attempt has been made to giVe 
any such rights, and it would be unfair to 
keep these girls in the Land Army on our 
account. 

The Chairman: I think Mr. Broome means 
to retain them in a volunt'ary capacity. 

·Mr. Gordon: The Women's Land Army in 
Victoria will not be dissolved until the pro
clamation of peace. 

Mr. Broome: The Women's Land Army is 
the cinderella of the services. Its members 
are not recruited for any definite time. I do 
n,ot think that they volunteer for any more 
than one year-alth-ough I am not sure of that 
-but' a girl can volunteer for one crop- only. 
All that she gets' out of it is the right to work 
and to be Paid by the settler for the work she 
does. That is t'he position in New South 
Wales ,and, I take it, in Victoria also. 

Mr. Gordon: In Victoria they ·sign under 
many categories. They can sign on for 12 
months; many signed on for the duration. 
My point is that we d·o not' want to :ask these 
women who are potential customers for our 
dried fruits to stay on against their will. 

Mr. Howie: Could you insert the word 
"volunt'ary" in the motion? 

It; was then decided-
"That the B,o,ard of Ma.nagement make re

presentations to the proper authorities for the 
continuance on 1a voluntary basis of the 
Women's Land Army which has, been of great 
assistance to primary producers, including 
dried fruits growers, during the period of 
shortage of manpower." 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. lTD. 
MILII;URA 

OPERATING AT 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

~!PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS . . 

E. J. ROBERTS. 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUAIJ,TY FIRST 

Land and" Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 
P. MALLocH. 

Manager. 

W.A. Representation At 
Federal Council 

It was resolved without discussion at 
Federal Council "That the representa~ 
tion of Western Australia be increased 
by from one t.o· two representatives, and 

~ that Rule -No. 15 be a.ltered accordingly.'~ _ 
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THE FINANCES OF THE 
ASSOCIATION 

Sound Position Disclosed 
Following the usual procedure at Federal 

Council a F.ina.nce; Committee was -appointed 
to examine the figures submitted and report 
back to the Council. 
The following were declared elected: D. C

Winterbottom (convenor), L. B. O'Donnell, S. 
Broome, H. H. Smith (W A), R. J. Bradford. 
J. J. Murdoch, F. Cutler, E. J. Casey,_ J. Hen~ 
shilwood, A. J. Chapman, R. Curren, A. Raw. 
lings, J. R. Jemison, J. J. Van Velsen, E. N. 
Seary, J. L. Wetherall, R. F. Trott and H. H. 
Goodma,n. 

FINANCE REPORT 
The c-ommittee examined the accounts and 

discussed various other matters referred to 
them and submitted the following report: 

Head Office Accounts-The following is a 
comparison of t'he expenditure on various items 
over the past three years: 

Board and Council Allow. 
ances . . . . . . . ..... 

Head Office Salaries and 
Adelaide and Brisbane . 

Genetal Expense_El : . . . . . . 
"Australian Dried Fruits 

News" ........... . 
Grant to Publicity Com,. 

mittee ........... . 
Market'ing · and Organisation 
Endowment & Depreciation 

1945 1944 1943 
£ £ £ 

1517 

1972 
910 

410 

450 
506 
30 

1157 

1940 
890 

374 

150 
108 

30 

1272 

1908 
934 

298 

250 
66 
30 

579;; 4649 4758 

From the above it will be seen that expen
diture shows an increase of £1146 for the year-. 
The increase in Board and Council allowances 
and expenses is due to the alteration in pay
ment's to board members authorised at last 
council meeting and the increased cost of the 
Federal Council due to the return to Mel
bourne. Salaries and general expenses remain 
very much" the same. Cost of "Dried FruitS 
News" shows a slight increase. Grant' to the 
Publicity Committee was increased by £300, in 
accordance with Cou'ncil's wish last year. Mar. 
keting and organisation increased by approxi
matleyq £400. The cost of the very successful 
delegation t'o Western Australia on organisa
tion was £306 and visits to Canberra on prices. 
etc, cost 150 and meetings in Mildura and Ade~ 
laide re lexia classification cost £35. 

REVENUE 
Owing to the very light crop, the revenue 

from head office levy was £9286, against 
£14,812 last year. In addition to this, £2610 
was collected and paid to branches. Interest 
from investments was £1084, against £889 
last year. 

BALANCE SHEET 
The general fund a/cat £63,754 shows a sub

stantial increase of £4576 fro~ £59,179. Of this 
fund £34,394 is invested in·war loans, balances 
at the bank £6081, while £23,194 is invested in 
M.I.D.A. The balance ·of the stabilisation fund 
is £23,372, which is invested in M.I.D.A. 

The committee recommended the adoption 
of head office accounts, and the adoption of the 
secretary's report It also/ recommended that 
allowances and expenses remain the same as 
last year. 

STABILISATION PLAN 
The committ'ee recommended the adoption of 

the report on M.I.D.A. 

LEVY 
A levy for 1945 season of 3/- per ton, of 

which 6d per ton be paid to branches, was 
proposed. 

• 
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THE SALTING OF SOILS 

Effect of Seasonal Changes 
The salting of the soils of Mi'dura district is not likely to be so much in evi

'dence as it was last year, writes "A.V.L." in Sunraysia Daily. This is due to 
seasonal changes. Th:s year we had some spring rains and cool conditions 
·generally, in contrast to the heat and dryness of the previous spring. There 
has been more growth on the vines, and on the land, including weeds; and this 
·helps to reduce soil moisture. 

Drought conditions result in maximum 
ttsage of irrigation wa~, which provfde water 
tables, temporary or permanent. These water 
tables bring the salt up, and in dry years we 

cdO not have the compensating downward 
.leaching of salt by rain. The physical condi· 
~uori of the soil in drou.ght years also- helps 
:salt rise. 

Norwithstanding the change in the seasons 
we must expect manifestations of salt to show 
up again this year. ' Salt is very persistent, 
arid one~ a tract of land shows salt h: will crop 
.up again unless additional reclamation mea~ 
sures have been carried out in the meantime. 

'The early effects of faulty soil conditions, 
-which are exemplified by the yellowing of the 
Jeaves of vines and fruit: trees, were once verY 
wlUespread in the district, and may occur in 

·soils where the salt content of the soils is not 
·sufficiently high to warrant diagnosis as salt 
,damage. This has been illusrrated in Mildura 
over large areas in the vineyards, in which 
pale and yeUow leaves of early spring have 
::subsequently reverted to the normal green and 
vines have borne a crop. 

The early trouble is associated with Chloro· 
sis, which often brings iron _deficiencies and 
may or may not have salt as well. In the very 
early days of t'he settlement, a few growers 
drove nails into their trees and attributed 
some recovery to the process. 

Mr de Castella, who knew French prac· 
tices very well, has often told us t'hat the iron 
:in the acid·iron swab for Black Spot was view· 
ed, about half a century ago, as a tonic for 
the vine. Modern scientific attack, including 
inject'ions, is yielding more definite informa. 
tion; and when we know a little more about 
the soil and field conditions, under which the\ 
minOr or trace elements are required by 
plants routine practice for treatment of plant 
"d:~orders may become more regular. 

SOIL DETERIORATION 

In the .Murrumbidgee area, ·the high propor· 
·cion of soils ·of heavy texture has resulted in 
,the usage of heavy ~oils for horticultural 
plants. The productive life of many of the 
plantations has been short. Many orange. 
groves have deteriorated in value in about 10 
to 15 years, and peaches and apricots go ·off 
fairly quickly in cases. In past years, the de
eline has been accentuated by excesses of irrL 
·~gation water, but this is now being corrected 
:rairly quickly by organised extension work. 

The problem of deteriorated soils exists 
also in Mildura, but not: nearly to the same ex
tent as In the Murrumbidgee areas. Early 
growers used the terms tree sick, pear sick and 

.others for cases where it was difficult to es
tablish one horticultural planting after an

.. other. 
The modern conception is that the soil has 

__ .deteriorated physically, chemically, or both. 
The physical deterioration is almost. cerrain. 
In the future, now that we ·have so much 

, dl'ainage, and are using so· m1,1ch excess water, 
. we can expect chemical deterioration of- the 
J:!Oils to accelerat"e. 

Our conviction that we must arrest the in. 
. creasing excesses in water usage is not only 
·,based on the need for economy in water. We 
,have as well the real fear that' the copious 
and continuous leaching of the soil must ulH 
·.timately bring chemical deteriorati-on. 

To some extent, the Murrumbidgee prae 
.tice has been to use a farm until it deterior~ 
.ates and then to move on to another one. 
·The Mildura set-up provides that all hold
Ings must be continuously productive and 
' each one supports a family. This is the 
.right idea, and to ensure that the practice 
.,continues we must carefully guard the pr.o~ 
,ductivity of the soils. 

The regenerating agent which has been of 
-:roost value in, Mildura district is lucerne; and 
:at least some of the reasons why it improves 
the soil are known. In the first place, land 

,under lucerne is not cultivated, and s_o soil 
_structure can be restored. Lucerne is deep-. 

rooted, and so can op-en up soils which have 
become partly impermeable to water; and the! 
free entry of water haS a value both for irM 
rigation and the leaching down of salts. 

Additional virtues of lucerne lie in its rapid 
and high usage of water, to greater depths 
than horticultural plants, and it gives a value 
in raising t'he nitrogen status of the soils. We 
have many cases in Mildura district where a 
lucerne crop has restored productivity of the 
soils so that they can again be used ,for hor
ticulture. 

RESEARCH PROBLEMS 

One function of the Advisory Committee of 
the Commonwealth Research Station is to 
bring forward the urgent problems of the in· 
dustry. The members are well equipped for 
this work, as they are drawn from all the 
n;ajor irrigation areas, and are selected by 
their own district on account of their interest 
in production problems and advancement'. 

The outstanding polnt of the meeting was 
the great demand for the extension of, and 
concentration on, work dealing with the health 
of the soil. On horticultural lands which re· 
spond to agricultural drainage, the first steps 
are fairly obvious. If the soils are not drain~ 
ed, t'he first consideration is to· define a prac. 
ticable method of drainage; and then to con. 
sider ways of getting it done, including fin
ance. The pr-oblem is more difficult on the 
soils which have a feeble resoonse to drain· 
age. 

There is quite a lot of experience t'o indi~ 
cate that perhaps the best thing to do w0-uld 
be to avoid the problem, in the case of vines 
failing on difficult' soils by moving on to some 
other area. Irrigation problems loom large 
ln the discussions; but that is such a big 
question that we will reserve discussi.on until 
a later date. 

HORTICULTURAL SIDE 

On, t'he horticultural side, there is still a de· 
maud for _studies of the citrus plant. We do 
not know the seasonal development of citrus 
as we know that of the vine; and as citrus 
is a pere_nnial, the study may prove more 
difficult. Still these studies ought to be 
advanced. · 

We have found the vine studies most useful 
particularly in determining ana interpreting 
seasonal abnormalities. Other questions rais. 
ed included applications of nitrogenous fertil· 
isers to vines during the growing season. We 
got nothing out of such investigations· from a 
brief previous trial; but the possibilities 
should be further explored, as we may not be 
meeting all requirements by limiting applica
tion of nitrogenous fert'ilisers to the spring 
period. 

Another hardy annual is the green tinge in 
cold·dipped sultanas. The laborious method 
of bleaching, which evolved with the intro
duction of the cold dip, still stands with a few 
minor refinements; ·and it may be difficult to 
find an easy ·solution. Still it is worth try. 
ing, and p.lans have been made for additio-nal 
experiment. There is a general recognition 
that now the war is over renewed attention 
to the quality of our product's is necessary. 

FROST PREVENTION 
VVe have received a most useful publication, 

"Some Aspects of Frost Phenomena" by M:i' H. 
W. King, Hon. _Secretary of the BerrLBarmera 
Frost Committee. In this excellent treatise, 
Mr King deals very fully with the many prob~ 
lems involved in combating the menace. He, 
and his committee, deserve the congratulations 
of the industry on the production of this very 
valuable work. As Mr King emphasises in his 
report, th-e losses are so serious in the aggre
gate, that there is an urgent need for thorough 
research. It is ''3. matter that the industry 
should take up with the Commonwealth Gov· 
ernment with a view to having the services Of 
the C.S. and I.R. made available. 

ll 

APPROVAL OF LOXTON 
SCHEME 

Further Report To 
Parliame}\t 

The Parliamerita.ry Land Settlement Com~ 
mittee, in a further report presented to Par
liament on ,November 20, recommended that 
the Loxton irrigation scheme shpuld be pro-· 
ccieded with, and that options held for the 
purchase of the land should be ex~rcised 
immediately. 

This follows the committee's first progre'ss 
report, presented in August, which recom
mended that act'ion be taken to acquire the 
land for the purposes of the scheme and that 
prelimin,ary .steps be taken for its devel-DP· 
ment. 

The latest report: gives the cost of the 
scheme, as recommended, at £728,000, provid
ing for the acquisition of 12,000 acres and the 
development thereon of an irrigation area to 
settle bet'ween 300 and 400 men. 

It will be necessary to submit the project 
to the Commonwealth Government in the war 
Service land settlement scheme in terms of 
the war se,rvice land settlement agreemerit. 

QUALITY OF LEXIAS 
On the 22nd October, 1945, Mr Orton, Senior 

Research Officer of the Commonwealth Re
search_ Station, Merbein and Messrs. Ross 
Grant, ColbY, _Ralph, McQueen, and Seamons 
of rhe Fruit Inspection Branch of the Depart
ment of Commerce and Agriculture conferred 
with the Commonwealth Dried Fruits control 
Board under the Chairmanship of Mr H. D. 
Howie on the question of effecting an improve
ment: in the grade and quality of the Lexias 
produced in Australia for export and home 
consumption. 

The Conference made the following com· 
ments and suggestions for the information and 
guidance -of growers and packers: 

(1) Serious complaints have come to hand 
from both Seeders and Merchants dealing with 
Lexias treated by cold dip, or other dips con
taining Potash. 

(2) Experiments carried out by the Coun. 
cil for Scientific and Indust'rial Research have 
proved that the p.lain hot. caustic dip (either 
boiling Or modified temperature minimum 190 
deg. F.) is the most satisfaCtory dip. 

(3) Lexias for seeding purposes should have 
a tough and pliable skin, whereas the effect 
of the Potash tends to cause chemical decom. 
position making it t'oo brittle for seeding. 

(4) cold dipped Lexias when seeded have 
had~ to be rejected for export, and in the un
seeded state they are also unsuitable owing to 
earlyt~crystalisation of sugar. 

(5) Growers are urged to make every effort 
to· have their fruit treated by the plain hot 
ca"Ustic dip. Failipg this Packers will -be 
forced ro give the fruit further treatment be-. 
fore grading with less satisfactory results and 
at considerable cost to the grower. 

(6) The packing of Lexias with an excess 
of moisture is also a danger, and -packers are . 
requested t'o undertake a rigid -'inspection of 
all fruit so as to avoid this. Where the mo-is
ture content is too high, the fruit mu.St be de· 
hydrated before grading. A maximum avail~ 
abl~ moisture content will be recommended 
by the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research investigations are completed. 

(7) For the coming season Packers are 
recommended to revert to their pre-war prac
tice o~ drYing out the fruit before processing. 

{8) Adequate oiling of the fruit: by packers1 

with best quality oil is essential. 

BIRDSCARER 
AVAILABLE 

The Bird Scarer which was demonstrated 
successfully last season is now in pro
duction and growers who are interested 
are advised to communicate with the 

MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT 
CO. LTD. 

who have a number available. 
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CURRANT DIFFERENTIALS 

Federal Council Discussion 
The Non-Irrigated Clq.uncil A.D.F~A. River' 

Council of South Australia sponsored a motion 
at Federal Council "that the .differential for 
3 Crown currants be increased to £5 per ton 
over 2 Cr:own." 

Speaking to the motion, Mr. Trot't said:
This motion arises out of the resolution of 
Federal council last year asking for a bounty 
on fruit grown in the non~irrigited areas. We 
did nor think that there was much hope of 
that motion being effective, as it is obviously 
unfair to ex])ect the Government to pay a 
bounty to one section, in one particular area, 
;nd I tentatively suggested that the fairest 
way out· was to make a higher differential for 
3-cr. currant's. We have a motive in now 
asking for the higher differential, as we grow 
50 per cent. of 3-cr., a higher percentage than 
other districts. When we go on the overseas 
market ag.ain, it will be necessary to produce 
higher quality fruh: to receive a payable re. 
turn. In our district, we can grow 3.cr. cur
re-nts, but they would involve e·xtra work in 
production and careful curing. If they are 
under-dried or overAried, they are not 3-cr. 
The ret'urn we receive is not commensurate 
with the labor employed. I a.gree that with 
the bonus being paid at present the. return 
on 3.cr. currents is quite payable, but that 
bonus. is being paid on all grades and there 
is no incentive to grow 3-cr. fruit. 

IMPORTANCe OF QUALITY 

Mr. Chapman: In the post.war years, it will 
be incumbent on the industry l.'o give atten. 
tion to higher quality. Appeals to produce 
quality fruit will not have results unless some 
financial inducement is given t:·J growers. Suf 
ficient inducement is not given now in the 
way of monetary returns to growers. to pro. 
duce quality in cui.·rants and in certain t'ypes 
of other fruit. 

Mr. Winterbottom: We. know that we must 
soon revert l.'o pre-war marketing conditions. 
Currants will be sold on their merits, and some
times 3-cr. currants on the London market 
realised a bigger differential than £2/10/. We 
shall get back to the time when the Board 
of Management is fixing the differentials in 
accorOance with the actual cash r'eturns from 
the different markets. This year, however, 
the reports that we .f'lad fr.om London about 
tt'le currants from the River districts were that 
they were the best the writers had seen for 
many years, and that much of the c.Cr. 
should have been graded 3-cr. Such reports 
make the position very difiicult. It seems as 
if the Inspection branch h-as been very st'rict 
with the grading of the River currants. It 
is, of l!OUrse, very pleasing to have it pointed 
out that our 2.cr. currents were in effect 
3-cr. I feel that the matter of c1irrant dif
f€renxials should stay where it is for the time 
beiTl::!:, and, when the time comes, if it is 
sh-own that the 3•cr. has earned a .differential. 
S.cr. should receive t'he differential. 

PREMIUMS DETERMINI,NG FACTOR 

Mr. Malloch: The determining factor is what 
jfl received as a premium for 3-cr. currants in 
tbe marketing of the fruit. We ~btain certain 
premiums in Canada and Australia, but' the 
U.K. is still on a fiat price. No premium is 
obtained from the U.K., and the buYer there 
does not care whether he gets 2-cr. or 3-cr. 
in cartons or bags or boxes The U.K. wants 
good commercial fruit: to maintain its living 

standards: You are asking the limited num
ber of 2-cr. growers to contribute something 
from their returns to pay a subsidy that the 
bigger number would not be paying. If 3-cr. 
currant production is not paying, · neither is 
2-cr., and it is no-t fair or reasonable t'o ask 
the 2-cr. grower to pay £1 a ton to swell the 
returns of the 3-cr. grOwer. This position is 
the same in Western Austrlia, where grow. 
ers have bees. asking for a higher return for 
3-cr. and 4-cr. currants. There is some sym. 
pathy for them, as their yield per acre are 
not so high as in the River_ districts, but that is 
a misfortune of geographical s-ituation .and 
one that the growet·s on the River should not 
be asked to alleviate in any way. If grade 
premiums are obtained from the market, then 
we return to our prewar sta.ndard under 
which the cash value is ascertained and the 
results· for each particular grade is determined. 
The Board of Management and the Export 
C:mtrol Board have not. been indifferent to 
these representations from Western Australia 
and the non.irrigated areas. The Board of 
Management would like to make the attempt, 
but it cannot: travel too far away from the 
values fixed by the U.K. If grade variations 
are calle.d for by the U.K. then the representa~ 
tions of W.A. :and the non-irrigated areas will 
have our most sympathetic support'. 

Mr. Trott: In view of what Mr. Malloch 
has said, I am somewhat disappointed. Last 
Year, I thought from the t'one of the meeting 
that Council was in favor of increasing the 
differential for 3cr. I 1am 1not seeking to 
penalise the 2~cr. grower. I want him to grow 
3-cr. fruit. In view, h·owever, of what 
Mr. Malloch has said, I withdraw the motion 
and leave the matter with the Board of Man. 
agement to do the best it can for our .growers. 

Mr. Chapman: I waul t'o remave the im. 
Pression that only Riv:.er growe1;s produce 2-cr. 
currants. There are m,a.ny 2cr. growers in 
the non~irrigated areas, and some non. 
irrigated districts :produce all 2-cr. 

The Chairman: The motion is withdrawn. 

MR. D. C. WINTERBOTTOM 

SEASONAL NOTES 

THE D'EVELOPMENT OF THE VINES 

By A.. V. Lyo.n, Research Station, Merbein .. 
The early promise has been sustained and 

an excellent crop is showing. The Research 
St:ation has now assembled the data obtained 
from various districts. The outstanding point 
is. that the sultana vines in particular have 
compensated for redu,ced~fruiting w-::Jod. by an 
ext'raordinary high :Percentage of shoots. There 
were not so many buds on the vine, but so· 
many of them sprouted that the numbers of 
shoots per vine is higher than any previous 
record. The percentage Of fruit shoors is very 
close to the expectations revealed by the bud 
counts. In comparing the sprouting percent. 
age with -other years, it is apparent that some 
undetermined factors operated this year, in 
the direction of causing so many buds to pro· 
duce shoots. Usually 35 to 40 per cent. of the 
buds remain dormant:; but they did not do so 
this year. The explanation will Probably come 
when we know mOTe about the substances 
which promote growth; and also those 'which 
inhibit gr.-::t·wth. The satisfactory feal.'ure · is 
that the growth reactions of the vine have 
definitely been in the right: direction. 

FLOWERING AND SETTI,NG PROLONGED 
The. season since sprouting is a little dis~ 

turbing. Flowering and sett'ing started at the· 
normal time, 'but were unduly prol.-'nged. The 
season has been cool on the whole, .arid the· 
development of the berries and the matura
tion of the leaves have lost' some ground. 
So the seas .. 'Jn must be viewed as a sensitive 
one. There are a lot of bunches, hanging 
close together on account of the short nodes 
and prolific sprouting. Massed fruit' is always 
more subject to damage, particularly fr.Dm the
combination ·of apple mOth and rain on ripen~ 
ing fruit. So we must hope to avoid these 
things. All we can do about' it is to spray 
for apple math and to sulphur for oidium, .as 
both of. those pests have protected conditionS-· 
for damage if the season favors their de
velopment. 

APPLE MOTH 
In regard to apple, moth, the incidence of 

this pest ·is so irregular from season to season 
that the extent of the pest population is diffi
cult to estimate. Apple moth is now building 
up and may be fairly prolific as the season 
advances. So we ought to do all that we can 
to guard the p-resent gnad crop. In occasional 
years, the apple moth has not appea-red in 
pest: proportions until late in the year. This· 
ye.ar may be similar. 

NYAH-WOORINEN 
RESEARCH COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL REPORT, 1945 
The ·season '44.'45 was a difficult one, and 

the farm, in common with most propsrties in 
the district, suffered from the strong winds 
and driving ·dust. The effect was ndl.' noticed 
i~ ap.pe.a.rance and health of the vines, but the 
Yield was cnly 2/5ths of the previous year. 
No trials or experiments-- were carried -out 
during the season, but' one outstanding result, 
from observation only, was thl:l comparison in 
Yield in relation to drained and m'ffirained 
land. In appearance only, it was difficult. to 
detect any variation in c-:Jlor of foliage or 
vigor of growth, but' in yield, the drained land 
produced at least 60 ·Per cent. more than the 
undrained land. Normal routine working was 
carried out during the year. A party of re._ 
search officers from the Murrumbid?;ee Irri
gation Area visit'ed the farm in spring and a 
large number of growers accepted the com. 
rn,ittee's. invitation to meet them. 

----------------------------~--------------------------------------~· 
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NYAH WOORINEN ENQUIRY COMMITTE£ 

Statement of Account for 12 Months Ending 30th April, 1945 
38H PRODUCTION ACCOUNTS __________________ _c_ 

1943 SEASON 

"To G;,oss Profit trans·ferred to Profit 
£ s. ·d. I 

and Loss Account . . . . . . . . . . 17 3 11 By :Sales of Fruit 

"l'o Unsold Fruit . . . . . . . . . . 
Gross Profit transferred to 

Profit and Loss Account .. 

''To Viticu.ltural E~penses .. 
Irrigation . . . . . . . . 
Cultivation . . . . . . . . 
Labor for Pumpkins 
Travelling Expenses 
Spraying . . . . 
Baume Tests .. 
.Supervision .. 
Fire and Workers' Compensa-

tion Insurance 
Drainage Rates 
Chaff ....... . 
Manure ..... . 
Dehydration . . . . 
Repairs ..... , .... 
Depreciation on Harvest Plant 
Harvest Wages . . . . 

" Harvest Materials .. 
Cartage ......... . 
Sundrie-s . . . . . . 

T·o Lands Department . . . . 
~· Petty Cash .......... . 
. , Bulletins . . . . . . 

Advertising . . . . . . . . 
Hire of Hall . . . . . . . . 
Legal Fees ......... . 
Contribution to C.S. & I.R. . . . 

" Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . . 
'" Gross Loss from 1945 Produc~ 

tion Ac.count . , . . . . . 

£ 
737 

1944 SEASON 

s. d. 
3 6 By Sales 

5 88 16 

of Fruit 

£825 19 11 

1945 SEASON 

£ s. d. 
44 16 10 j By 
21 11 6 

Sales of Fruit 
Unsold Fruit at Valuation 
Unsold Pumpkins at Valuation 
Gross Loss transferred to 

92 16 6 
17 5 10 
15 19 0 
11 0 6 

5 4 0 
27 10 0 

4 9 1 
1 3 4 
2 19 6 

42 18 7 
5 3 5 

48 9 8 
1 6 u 

105 11 6 
44 2 0 
8 14 11 

19 4 6 

£5·20 6 8 

Profit and Loss Account . . . 

PROFIT AND LOSS 
£ s. d. 

4 10 4 
4 1 4 

17 19 9 
1 8 0 
1 12 6 
1 18 4 

60 0 0 
51 16 2 

106 12 8 

By Rent ................. . 
" Nyah Fees ............. . 
,_ Insurance Refund . . . . . . . . . 

Interest from Woorinen Fruit-
gr-owers' ............. . 

,. Gro-ss from Production Accounts 
transferred-
1934 Bea.son £17 3 11 
1944 Season . . 88 16 5 

" Nett Loss transferred to Profit 
and Loss Appropriation rAe~ 

£ s. d. 

17 311 

£ s. d. 
825 19 11 

£825 19 11 

£ s. d. 
105 18 3 
257 15 9 

50 0 0 

13 

GALV ANISED IRON AND 
NETTING SUPPLIES 

In Common with all other primary pro
ducers the dried t·ruits industry has been 
seriously affected by the prevailing shortage 
cif galvanised iron ,and wire netting. It Is 
only natura.!, therefore, that among the mat
ters discussed at Federal Council, this mat. 
ter ag,ain was intrc::luced. 

Mr Van Velsen: I should like to know if 
there .is any definh'e information regarding 
supplies of galvanised iron and wire netting. 

The Secretary (Mr Sunlner): The Director. 
ate of Materials. Supply has allowed certain 
tonnages of galvanised iron and wire netting 
to the dried fruit:s industry. These orders 
have been su,pplied by various firms who cater 
for the dried fruits areas. As you are all 
ruware, there have been continual strikes in 
the coal industry, and coal is essential to the 
product'ion of these materials. Until the coal 
is pro-vided, you cannot obtain these materials. 
Then there is the .,l3hipping problem; it is well 
known that a number of steamers trading 

106 12 . rcund the coast will not: put into Sydney be· 
8 cause of waterside labor troubles. Altogether 

the position is very difficult. Until such time 
as· there is more coal an"d fewer strikes I am 
afra.id you will have c-onsiderable difficult-'y in 
obtaining these materials. 

£520 6 8 

£ s. d. 
10 17 6 

5 0 0 
12 6 2 

12 19 7 

106 0 4 

Mr Winterbottom: Where ships used to be 
loaded in three days they are now 10 to 15 
days loading. After such a delay on a ship 
carrying materials for us, the firemen walked 
off Cne ship and it is still there. No. 10 wire 
comes from Port Kembla, where the men are 
on strike. This wire could be p.roduced at 
Newcastle, but the factory producing it would 
be cl::-sed down· by the workers if it attempt:ed 
to produce that wire while a strike was on 
elsewhere. We have reached the stage in this 
country \\'hen the manufactUrers themselves 
must send men out to report on the feeling of 
workers if they Want to shift g06Cls from one 
place to another. 

COMBATING FROST 

Minister's Reply To 
Mr Smith, M.H.R. 

Through the secretary of the Berri-Barmera 
Frost Committee (Mr H. W. King) the follow_ 
ing rep.ly by the Minister of Post-War Recon
struction (Han J. J. Dedman) to a question :'by 
Mr A. ID. Smit:11, MHR, has been received: 

count . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 15 6 
"I refer to a question asked by you in the

House of Representatives on June 12, 1945, in 
connection with the di·spersal of fogs, and 
quote for your informati'on, an extract from a 
communication received by me from the Coun
cil of Scientific and· Industrial Research. 

£249 19 1 i 

PROFIT AND !JOSS APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT 

-·!['o Nett LO'SS . • • • • • • . • • 
"Balance Carried Forward 

£ s. d. 
102 15 6 

1613 8 1 

£1716 3 7 

By Balance as at 1/5/45 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30TH APRIL, 1945 
LIABILITIES ASSEJTS 

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
'JCap.ital Account . . . . . . . . . . 76 5 9 Leasehold Land . . .. 
Profit and Loss Appropriation 

Accounts .. .. .. .. 1613 8 1 
c.rCommercial Bank .. .. .. .. . . 15 2 3 

Sundry Drs ........ 
Buildings .as at 1/5/44 83 8 4 

Less Depr,eciation .. 8 6.10 

Imp.rovements as ·~t 
1/5/44 .. 366 14 3 

Ad-d Add~tlons .. 57 6 4 

424 1 0 
Less Depreciation .. 40 0 0 

.Bungunyah Rack as 
1/5/45 .... 34 13 7 

Less Depreciati-on .. 3 9 4 

Harvesting Plant .. 2 12 0 
Less Dep-reciation .. 1 6 0 

VVoorinen Fruitgrowers' 
Co-op. Co. Ltd. . . 

Unsold Fruit at Valua~ 
tion .......... 

Unsold - Pumpkins at 
Valuation .. .. .. 

£249 19 1 

£ s. d. 
1716 3 7 

£1716 3 7 

£ s. d. 
125 0 0 

25 0 0 

75 1 6 

384 1 0 

31 4 3 

1 6 0 

755. 7 7 

257 1-5 9 

50 0 0 

£1704. 16 1 £1704 16 1 

,Audited and foun-d c'orrect
c(Signed) T. F; McKAY. 

4/8/45. 

(SJgned) P. T. BYRNES, President. 
. R. C. POLKINGHORNE, Hon. See 

.Accounts made Up and Statein_ents_p-repared by Lloyd Bishop. 

"Fogs surrounding aerodromes in England 
during the war were dispersed by burning pet
rol in two pipe lines which wer.e laid 300 feet 
apart and at times were 8,000 feet long; they 
were laid. on either side of the runway, 'Two 
inch' pipes were generally used with holes at 
every tw-o feet. 

"The petrol consumption, however, was ex~ 
tl·emely high and of the 01~der of 124,000 gal
lons per lhour. Even with this .expenditure of 
fuel, the fog was cleared only to a he-ight of 
150 feet and a width of 400 f·eet. 

"'There is much to be said for Mr Smith's 
basic idea of using heat to prevent frOst dam
age, and in fact quite a lot of work has been 
done in that direction in the past. In Aus
traUa, petrol would be uneconomical. As a 
matter of fact, the cost of fuel is very often 
one of the big oOstacles to overeome in frost 
prevention. In America where resi.dual oils 
from the petroleum industry are cheap the 
obstacle is not so great and in consequence 
smudge pots and the like are used rather ·m-ore 
freely." 

Weather Forecasts For The 
Season 

An extract from the "Californian Fruit 
News" states: With the ending of the war, 
weather bureau warnings and broa'dcasts are 
now relieved of restrictions and will be more 
complete this year than dming the past sev
eral seasons. The Fresno office of the U.S. 
weather bureau has arranged ·to "alert" raisin 
growers in the Valley ·over radio stations, in 
the event of threatened rain which could not 
have been forecast. In the event of a sudden 
storm coming up, the bureau will use three 
ra,dio -stations at fifte-en minute intervals, three 
times repeated, at the end of the programme 
the:p. -on the .air. The service will continue un
til the end of the raisin-drying seas'On and thus 
give complete coverage. -
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BARMERA PACKING COMPANY COMES OF AGE 
Dinner To Committee; Pictures For Growers 

The Earmera Co-operative Packing Company 
Ltd. celebrated its 21st year of service to 
growers on september 28. To mark the occa~ 
sian, the chairman (Mr E. D. Simms) enter
tained- the committee of management and old 
members of the committee at dinner at the 
Earmera Hotel. In the evening the company 
extended invitations to the growers to a pic
ture night at the Bonney Theatre. 

During the interval the chairman welcomed 
the guests and express,ed the hope that con
tinued support would be given to t:he company, 
which was now in a flourishing position. 

Mr. W. Macgillivray, M.P., thanked the chair
man and committee on behalf of those present. 
The hall was comfortable filled and the good 
programme supplied by the management of 
the theatre (Appleton Theatres) was enjoyed. 

HI·STORY OF COMPANY 
The company was regfStered early in Sep. 

tember, 1924. A temporary committee of man.. 
agement was appointed and consisted of 
Messrs H. R. Williams (chairman), E·. D. Sims, 

FOOD FOR BRITAIN 

EXPORT CONTROL BOARD SUBSIDIZES 
1." ARCEL SCHEME 

When men from Britain were first serving 
in the Middle East they wanted to send food 
parcels to their. people at home, but ther·e 
was no facility for s-o doing. Welfare officers 
wrote to the Victoria League, an Empire wide 
organisation, suggesting that the League 
should make up parcels, the cost of whic:h 
should be defrayed by the servicemen, and 
send them to England. This was taken up 
by the League to such an extent that the 
Australian section operating mainly from Mel. 
bourne and Sydney has to date sent over a 
million and a half parcels to addresses in 
Britain nominated by men serving in theatres 
of war cov-ered by United Kingdom personnel. 
This success was followed by a scheme in 
the reverse dire·ction whereby pe-ople in Brit
ain could nominate a soldier and a parcel was 
sent to him at the expense of the nominator. 
The financial details are attended to by 
Le-ague workers. 

-The general plan operating in Australia is 
the arrangements for the purchasing in bulk, 
the packing and forwarding, and the placing of 
appropriate messages -on the parcels. The 
main contents of the parcels are: One tin of 
meat. a pound of sugar, one tin of jam, one 
pound of dried vine fruit. 

The Export Control Board pays to the agent 
the difference between Commonwealth and 
Export ptice, which enableS the League to get 
the fruit at the export rate, and since the in
ception of the scheme in 1943 an amount of 
£9882 has been paid out ·of the funds of the 

Hoard-. 
Reports from London are very glowing and 

many thousands of letters of appreciation have 
been received from families and servicemen to 
the exteat that it can be realised that the ges
ture of assisting a worthwhile cause has also 
turned 011t to be of far reaching value in the 
goodwill Of the people of Great Britain. 

HOME CONSUMPTION PUBUCITY 
The matter of home consumpt1on publicity 

was brought before Federal Council by River 
Council, South Australia, by the motion: 

"That It be a recommendation to Federal 
Council that they support by means of their 
funds, any move to increase home consump
tion." (ADFA River Council, S.A.) 

Mr Curren said: I move the recommendation 
as it appears on the agenda. It does nJt re~ 
quire much discussion. I notice in the Board's 
report t'hat it is the intention of· the Board to 
budget for an increase in publicity. We realise 
that it will be necessary to increase home con~ 
OJUmption as much as possible. Australia is 
our best market in view of the quant1ty we 
-can sell on it. 

Mr Van Velsen seconded. Without dtscus
~sion it was agreed: 

"That it be a recommendation to the Fed~ 
eral Council that they support, by means of 
their funds, and move to Increase home con .. 

-sumption/' . j ~._,..J~ 

L. R. Grubb, A. S. Johncock, w. R. Priest, D. 
C. Wark and R. M. Simes (secretary). The 
first building was erected in 1925. and a pack 
of 3000 tons was treated. ...u a confirmation 
meeting the following were elected as the fitst 
committee -of management, Messrs. H. R. Wil
liams (chairman), L. R. Grubb, K. N. Le 
Cornu, J. T. Maher, E. D. Sims and D. C. Wark. 
Mr R. M. Simes wa.s appointed secretary and 
Mr. I. F. Hill manager. The following gentle
men hav.e served on the.committee of manage~ 
ment Messrs. E. Farmer, P. M. Horsburgh and 
H. Jeffries. 

The cOmmittee now holding office includes 
M-essrs E. D. Sims (chairman), R. G. Hallam, 
C. W. Till, W. J. Mair, W. S. Vasey, VV. D. 
Woolford and R. M. Simes (secretary). 

The turnover has increased by £ 33,ooo-~ 
since the first year, when £500 was the total 
turnover. In 1'924 280 tons dried fruit was 
dealt with, and for 1944 this had risen to 3,600 
tons. 

Proportionately the citrus fruits have in. 
creased over the years. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

The South Australian Dried Fruits Board at 
its meeting fhe1d on the 24th September, 1945, 
devoted considerable attention to the arrange
ments for the forthcoming Conference of all 
State Boards in Melbourne on the 25/26th 
October, 1945. Items submitted by the Victor
ian and Western AllStralian Boards for inclu
sion in the Agenda were noted and several 
matters were agreed to be put forward by the 

. South Australian Board. It wa.s noted with 
satisfaction that the Western Australian Board 
had d-ecided to be fully represented at the Con
ference. 

DOOR CLASSIFICATION PLAN 
The Report of the Supervising_ Grader (In

spector Leighton) on the Door Classification 
Plan in t-:he Renmark Area for the Season 1945 
was submitted and consid-eration of certain 
recommendations was deferred until the open
ing of the 1946 Season. The report indicated 
that the Plan was conducive to the Growers' 
Interests. 

In reg'ard to Investigation Work the Reports 
of the Board's Investigation Officer (Inspector 
Noblet) on his visit to Yorke Peninsula and 
the Northern Districts were received. 

PUBLICITY WORK 
The~secretary, (Mr W. N~ Twiss) rep'Orted 

tbta the Publicity Gommittee'·s Officer (Mr F. 
W. Weston) was visiting this State and ar~ 
rangements had been made with the Director 
of Education for a number of schools in the 
Suburban Area to be visited during Mr Wes
ton's brief sojourn in tAde.laide. 

Assessments of the Annual Contribution for 
the 1945 Season in respect to five (5) Packing 
Houses were approved and other routine busi
ness consisted of examination of pack figures 
to the 15th September, 1945-, the financial 
statement to date and. the passing of accounts. 

J. B. MURDOCH, A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management since 1923, also member 
Commonwecilth Dried Fruits Export 

Control Board. ® 

A.D.F.A. PACK, 1945 

Secretary's Report 
The 1945 crop of Australian Dried Vine 

Fruits is estimated to yield 68.013 tons, com. 
-Pared with 104,261 tons in 1944, and is the· 
smallest pack since 1936. Although the early 
seasonal c-0-ndh'ions were unsatisfactory, the 
weather experienced during the drying period' 
was favorable, and resulted in a large per_ 
centage of the higher grades being produced, 
said Mr. W. N. Summers', General Secretary 
of the A.D.F .A., in his annual report. 

The 1945 season estimated yield· of vine· 
fruits in the Commonwealth according to latest 
official advice is:-

Victoria . . . 
S-outh Australia. 
N.S. Wales .. 
Western Aus. 

Cur'nts 
Tons 
6,861 
6,845 

985 
2,865 

Sult'n's 
'Tons 

27,751 
9,292 
4,347 

338 

Lexias 
Tons 
5,087 
2.988 

606 
48 

Tot'al 
Tons 
39,6~9· 

19.125 
5.9"8 
3,251 

17,556 41,728 8,729 68,013' 
The Association Agents report an estimated 

pack of: Currants, 16,282 tons; sultanas,. 
40,547 tons; lexias, 8355 tons. Tot'al, 65,184 
tons. 

On the foregoing figures, the percentage of 
the vine fruits handled by the Association 
is: Currants, 92.7 per cent.; suh'anas, 97_1 per· 
cent.; lexias, 95.7 :per cent.; or 95.8 per cent. 
"Of the tota crop, as eompal'ed to 95.7 per cent. 
in 1944 season. 

TREE FRUITS 
The estimated Ausl'ralian pack of dried tree

fruits for season 1945 is 3344 t-~ns, as against 
5996 tons in 1944, and is considerably below 
normal. The Production of prunes and anri
cote reached about half the output of t'he nre. 
Vious year, whilst ·peaches .and nectarines show 
a: slight increase. In the case of pears, tb.e 
olitput is also lower t'han last year. The whole 
production of drled tree f:ruits was again re_ 
quisitioned for Service· requirements, but smalr 
tonnages cf apricots, pe.aches and pears were 
made available for civilian trade, mainly in 
outbaf'.k areas. In t'he case of :prnnes. c·-nsider
ab1e ·quantities were released for the use of 
infants, young children and invalids. 

The following table gives the estimflted pack~ 
of the various varieties for SP.ason 1945:

Totl'll Pack. A.D.F.A_ 

Prunes .. 
Apricots 
Peaches _ . . . . . 
Necrarines 
Pears .... 

Tons. Tnrts. 
1,657 912 

7Rl 6ot 
547 491 

40 29 
319 272 

3,344 2,355 

GRADE FIXING 
An interesting matter discussed at the

meeting of Fe"{eral __ Council was the grade· 
fixing of the main lines of currp,nts anr:l suL 
tanas. This was brought forward at the ln. 
stance of the Mid·Murray District Council 
A.D.F.A. 
.Mr Goodman, introducing the motion sl'lid:· 

The question of the avaHabillty of samples has: 
been very acute in our dist'rict for many years_ 
The tentative samples are not in the hands of· 
the <iistriCt supervisor or packing h011se nntn
well into March, and by that' time the whole
of the Canadian shipment has gone forward. 
The onus is on the Department of c-mmnrce 
to provide these samples. The district inspec
tor was inst'ructed to notify the DepartmP.ut· 
when the fruit was available. but the samples-
were not received until the 20th 6f the month, 
and by that t'ime the Canadian shiPment was· 
well on its way. 

Mr H. D. Howie: On the fixing of grade 
samnles, I understand that. prior to the war, 
there- was a separate grade sample fixing at 
Nyah. Would you not prefer that to continue?· 

Mr Goodman: It is continuing, but it is a 
:fiasco. 

Mr Howie: We will make the necessary ap~ 
preaches to ensure that the samp1es are sent 
to Nyah in good time. 

Mr A. R. Lawrence: In anot'ber instance, 400' 
tons were ptit on the Comm-onwealth market 
as 3~crown grade. When the sl'lmt>les did ar
rive, it was f"nnd that they would have packed" 
as 4-crown, thereby losing the growers one· 
crown grade. 

It was -decided: "That offfe1al tenta.tfve 
samples of the main lines· of eurr~ntc:; and' 
sultan"'s be .avallabte at NY~.h West bv the 
1oth March each year; and· that samples of· 
lexias be sent there Immediately they have· 
been ftxe.d in Mitdura."· 
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This year we can submit our report with the satisfaction of knowing that nage11 
war-time conditions are ending. Complete victory by the Allied Nations has 
:been achieved and the return of our overseas Forces is in progress. 

members of the Board ;: 
e, Mr A. R. Lawrence and ; MANPOWER 

In our last report the lack of manpower was 
·mentioned as the industry's most' serious dis
;a,bility, Since then the situation has eased 
somewhat, but there may still be difficult'ies 
in the supply (If harvest labor. 

SEASONAL 

'The 1945 harvest, as indicated in the secre
tarys report, yielded the smallest' pack of dried 
fruits since 1936. The severe drought condi
.tions that generally prevailed in Australia, 
gave rise to incessant dust st'orms and the lack 
-of rain to cleans-e the vines and trees retard
·ed summer growth. These conditions combined 
·with the ·shortage of suit'able manures and a 
·probable reaction from th·e record crop of the; 
previous year accoUnted for a drop in produc. 
tion of approximately 36,000 tons from the 1944 
.tonn~e, resulting in a financial setback to 
:many growers. 

The loss in apri.cot and prune· production was 
·particularly severe, is in the case Of the Young 
'<liistrict where the producUon Df prunes fell 
from an average of 1000 to· 1200 tons per an. 
:num. ~o less than 100 tons last ye;ar. 

The difficult task of allocating this reduced 
,crop was the problem .qf your bo-ard, in con
junction with the Oommonwealth ,Mark.eting 
Authorities and the State Boards. The claims 
'Of overseas markets, Great Britain, Canada and 
New Zealand, had to be seriously considered, 
:as these countries were in urgent need of food. 
stuffs and the home market :i-equirements had 
greatly increased during war-time. A general 
scaling down -of quantities was resorted to· and 
-the outcome was the Commonwealth had to 
go short of 10,000 tons on the 1944 allotment. 
As growers had suffered from short crops, it 
did not appear right t'hat the loss occasioned 
by the diVersion of this quantity from their 
most profitable market should be. borne by the 
Industry. This aspect' was submitted to the 
~ommoriwealth Prices Stabilisati-on Committee 
and the justice of the claim was recognised by 
the Authorities. 

MARKETING 

The shipment' of fruit overseas has pro
"gressed somewhat more slowly than in 1944, 
'but is now almost completed. Commonwealth 
supplies have had to be rationed and owing to 
·~hcirtened deliveries, there should be no carry~ 
over stocks for 1946. The quest'ion of future 
overseas marketing arrangements is one that 
causes concern. Until the fate of the Ottawa 
Agreements is known, we will remain in doubt' 
as to the continuance ·or otherwise of our trade 
preferences. 

The Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board (Mr R. H. Gilbert) is at 
-present' in London, after a visit to California 
and Canada, thus fulfilling his promise made 
to Conference last year of doing his utmost to 
benefit the industry. 

One of the immediate tasks t'o be undertaken 
must be an endeavor to maintain the present 
high level of consumption in the home market. 
Some discussions have already taken place 
wit'h the pu.blicity committee and merchant 
associations with this ·objective in view and 
a: greater call on publicity fUnds is likely for 
next year. 

GRAPES FOR DISTILLATION 

During the war years, under National Secm·
itY Regulations, an order was promulgated 
limit'ing' wineries and distilleries in t.he use of 
the drying varieties of grapes for distillation. 
This order has now been withdrawn and there 
is already evidence of activity on the part of 
wineries in seeking supplies of currants and 
gordos. As this demand maY be of a shon·-
1ived nature. growers o.re \trged to conti'1ll~ 
their past -pr:acti~e of dryin~ _as much as is 
possible .. Particularly does this apply to gordon. 
as the· gr>owing demand for the lexia in a seeded 
for.m is likely ro be both permanent and profit. 
:able. 

INCREASED PRODUCTION 

The repatriation of returned men on Irriga
tion schemes has been the subject of many 
proposals in all the ·states. At a meeting of 
the Agricultural Council in Adelaide in. August, 
members of your Board, al.ong with representa~ 
tives of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Con~ 
trol Board and the State Boards of New South 
Wales, Vict'oria and South Australia. attended 
a. meeting of Departmental officers :ind were 
·parties to the following resolutions, which 

were adopted by the Agricultural ·~council: 
(1) "That in view of the expansion of- pro~ 

duct'ion in the dried fruits industry over_ the 
past 20 years and of the apparent limitations 
of market possibilities, there does not appear 
to be any oppo·rtunity for t'he opening of new 
areas for the production of dried vine fruits, 
with the "exception -of a very limited area for 
gordos for the seeded raisin trade. In respect: 
to dried tree fruits, it is considered there is 
limited room f:CJr expansion for prunes and for 
apricots." 

(2) "That in connection with t'he foregoing 
resolution, the Commonwealth Bureau of Agri
cultural Economics be requested to make an 
urgent investigation inllo the· dried fruits in. 
dnstry, having in view expan,ded market pos. 
sibilities." 

(3) "That the Irrigation Production Advisory 
Committee (set' up in 1938) be reconstituted 
and that, in respect of any matter affecting 
the dried fruits industry, such industry be ade~ 
quat'ely represented, and that the Common~ 
wealth Bureau of Agricultural Economics be 
linked up with such committee." 

( 4) "That" in order to implement the above 
recommend,athms, aU State Government's give 
urgent consideration to the question of intra. 
ducing a satisfactory system of cont'rolling the 
extensio_n of all plantings :fior dried fruits by 
registration, which will include existing areas." 

• COSTS 

Costs of production have continued io rise 
in all branches of the industry. 

The scarcity of timber for box making as 
indicated in last year's report, has -caused a 
considerable rise in cost •Of packing and there 
does noi appear any immediate prospect of 
relief in· production costs. Supplies 'Of chaff 
have been so short that only what can be called 
an existence ration is available for the horses. 
It is to be hoped that: this sltortage will cease 
when new season's supplies are available. 

MA.TERIALS 
Galvanised ira~, wire and wire netting are 

still severely rationed and a.re likely to con. 
tinue in short supply for some time. 

Chemical manure supplies have improved, 
but all animal man-qres are .scarce. 

FROST LOSSES 

This recurring menace t'o continuity of pro. 
duction affects considerable areas throughout 
the industry and :whilst direct heating has been 
t.:ffective in certain areas, the problem is st'ill 
one for concern and the Board intends to have 
further research made with a view to finding 
a more effective system and one that' can be 
a:Qplied to larger are.as. This solution might 
li-E! in the adoption of a pra-ctice tried in ()an. 
fornia, whereby mechanical mea,ns of induct'~ 
ing warm air from above the cei'ling and forcing 

- it into the stratum of cold .air below, were used. 

THE LATE MR W. P. CARO 
The death of Mr Cavo in London in JUne 

last marked the end of a long term of useful 
service to this indust'rY, Mr Caro went to 
London in 1923- to act as appraiser for all Aus. 
traHan Dried Fruits and he continued in this 
capacity until the war year:s, during which 
period he was in charge of the fumigation of 

.... -· .......... ~erbottom) were declared ~ 
re-elected by the C·hairman at Federal ~ 
Council aft~r nominations for the posi~ g 
tions on the soal\d had been called for :: 
a,nd no other nominations had been re
ceived. 

Mr Howie returned thanks on behalf 
of the members of the Board who had 
been re.elected. He said th,at members 
had worked very well together on the 
Board. They had not met as often as in 
prewar years, owing to difficultieS· of 
travel, and had ha.d accordingly- to rel•y 
more on their offiCers, Mr Sumner and 
Mr Jones, .both of whom had done very 
good work for the industry during the 
_eerlod. In the postwar l_e.ars, the Board 
WQUid face big diffieulties, but it would 
accept its respon·sibiliti~s in the know. 
ledge that it had the full confidence of 
the industry. : 

~"""'"' """"""""""'""'"'"'''"""""'''"'''"""''"''''""'''"'"''";;; 

S.A. VINES FOR VICTORIA 
During the debate on the possible expan. 

sion of the industry, reference: was made to 
South· Australian vines being diverted to 
Victoria. 
Mr D. C. WiD.terbottom (Mildura): I do· not 

know if the reference to vines coming into 
Vict:oria from South Australia refers to pur
chases by our company. Many of the vines 
~!anted. by oqr men fDr r.eplacements failed, 
and we took some-about 20,00Q-from South 
Australia, which were excellent._ 

1\Ir P. Malloch (Irym.ple): The report prob
ably refers to the Mildura winery which or~ 
dered 70,000 Pedro vines. They arrived by the 
t'rU:ck; load, but there was not a. sultana 
a,mongst them-every ·one went to the winery 
and was a wine grape. 

Mr Winterbottom: Apart from that, there 
have been a. few sult'anas. and walthams-no 
one could get any currants. Many of our grow
ers have vines that are rather Qld; they ru.:e 
disappointed with .the results of the drainage 
as the vines bore a crop only :i)or a year ·or 
t'wo and they have now interplanted the old 
vines with new ones. Ther~ has, b,owever, 
been nothing extensive in the way of new 
plantings in the district, only an odd place. 

Mr Malloch: There might have been 50 to 
80 acres planted on the NSW side of the .river, 
not this year, but over several years. 

The Chairman and Mr Huds.on: Not as much 
as that. -

all dried frUits landed in the United Kingdom. 
Mr Care's expert knowledge of dried fruit 
values was of great assistance to the London 
marketing, and his bright personality will be 
greatly missed. 

THE LATE MR F. M. McGLASSON 
Th~ fatal accident that terminated Mr,, Mc

Glasson's life at Red Cliffs in March Iasf has 
meant· t'he loss of a very capable and f-orceful 
leader to the industry. His. passfng is d'eePiy 
regretted by us all. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned,.and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit--

TIMBER, HARDWARE; PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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MERBEIN RESEARCH STATION 

Plans for Future Discussed 
The Advisory Committee of the Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein, 

was constituted by the Council for Sc:entific- and Industria] Research to form 
the link between the primary producers and the Research Station. During the 
war the committee met once a year; but has now decided to revert to half
yearly meetings. 

There was an excellent attendance' at: a 
ineeting held at the Research Station on No
vember 8, comprised of the;, following repre
sentatives: Mildura district, Cr J. Lochhead 
(chairman), Messrs A. E. Cameron (vice-chair
man), E. J. Casey, D. C. Winterbottom, W. 
Heaysman, Cr J. Gordou and W. B. Hawson 
(First Mildura Irrigation Trust); Mr R. Wil
liams represente-d the Stare Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission; New S.outh Wales settle
ments. were represented by Messrs 0. Weste 
and L. Andrew; while the, Nyah-Woorinen area. 
was represented by R. c. Polkinghorne, R. S. 
Limon and D. W. Cockcroft. .Mr H. Jackson 
represented the new irrigation district of 
"V\~ak:)Ol. Mr Barr, the recently appointed 
organising secretary of the )M:ildura Develop
ment Committee, attended b:Y invitation in the 
aft£!rnoon. · 

NEW CHAIRMAN 
The first business of outstanding interest· 

W:as the resignatiQn -of th~ chairman (Mr 
James Lochhead). The newly.elected chair. 
man is Mr A. E. Cameron, of the Citrus As. 
sociaUon. 

In acceding to the desire of Mr Lochhead 
to retire, Messrs Cameron and Casey referreod 
to Mr Lochhead's very many years of service 
in the promotion -and encouragement of re
search. This service now dated back f.or 30 
years, from the early days of acute Black 
Spot trouble. Mr Lochhead had participated 
in the formation of the original Resear:ch 
Committee, in the Vineyard Protection 
Board, and subsequently in the establishment 
Of the Rese,arch Stati.on at Merbein. 

Members recorded their ap-preciation of so 
many years of service, gu~dance and leader~ 
ship. 

BUSINESS OF THE MEETING 
The main business of the meetihg was to 

receive reports of' t'he work of the Station and 
to plan for the future. The staff rep'Jrted the 
present position in regard to investigations on 
vit'iculture, pest control, fruit processing and 
vegetable production. Arrangements were made 
for the circulation of these- -rep;rts, on which 
the public are kept advised by public meetings, 
press reports and articles in the ADFA News. 

The outstanding demand, insofar as addi~ 
tional investigations were concerned, was for 
a greater extension and concentration on in~ 
vestigat'ions dealing with irrigation, reclama~ 
tion and drainage. 

Mr Weste pointed out that many investiga~ 
tions in South Australian sett'lements were in
complete, and he stressed the necessity of ac
tively pursuing all work which would assist 
drailiage in those settlemem:s. Mr S. P. 'I'aylor 
discussed the position at· Curlwaa, where a 
drainage unit was being assembled 'to gauge its 
usefulness :in rem-oving the subsoil water. 

Mr Polkinghorne, supported by Messrs Limon 
and Cockcroft', put up a. very strong case for 
further investigation of the irrigation and soil 
troubles in the Nyah~Woorinen and Bungunyah 
settlements. Mr L"chhead reported tha1: ad~ 
vances had been made by the Advisory Com~ 
mittee of the Griffith Station for assist'ance in 
considering their reclamation problems; and 
arrangements were made for Messrs Gordon 
and Lyoa tn visit Griffith at' an early date. 

It was recognised also that drainage. works 
in the Mildura district were by no means com
plete, and that futl'her work on reclamation 
was necessary. The committee resolved to 
take every possible step to fUrther the neces
sary reclamation work. including t'he appoint
ment of additional staff'. 

IRRIGATION INVESTIGATIONS 

There is a growing recognition that the over
use of water is on the increase. In introducing 
this problem, Mr Williams, Of t'he State Rivers 
and Watar Supply Commission, stated that in 
Red Cliffs they could _not i'iew water applica~ 
tions of up t1 -nine acre incheS without: con~ 
cern. Mr Hawson referred to the improve. 
ments in Jayout, and devices for controlling 
WCJ.ter, that were necessary for adequate con. 

t'rol of irrigation, and Mr Casey dire-cted atten. 
tion to the value of pipe lines in, controlling 
and limiting irrigation. " 

.Mr Jackson, from the_ new irrigation district, 
struck a particularly useful nore, ·in pointing 
out that ·the aim of the Wakoolpeople was to 
adjust their irrigation practice:s wirh a view to 
avoiding soil wastage, which was showing up 
in so many districts. 

Methods and procedure by which the present 
abUse o.f. irrigation water could be overcome 
were discussed at: length, wit.h the .general aim 
of securing efficiency in method and frequency, 
and avoiding .wastage. Reference was made 
to the accumulations of drainage, waters, which 
were considered much larger than necessary. 
A final point "On the question of irrigation was 
th3.t: excesses iu irrigation was a, contributing 
factor in the overloading of drains, which were 
now required to carry more: water than the 
d,esign provided. 

The necessitY for further investigations of 
the irrigation Df citrus lands, including_ some 
of the more difficult soils in the Curlwaa .area, 
was stressea. 

HORTICULTURE 

Mr Winterbottom, on behalf of the ADF A, 
referred to tl.e ever present problem of t'he 
green tinge in sultanas. Some of the troubles 
of recent years could rightly be attribut'ed to 
shortage of manpower; but it was now neC':es· 
sary to see that every possible step was. taken 
t'o bring the sultanas up to the standards ac~ 
ceptable in tl:l,e UK markets. 

Mr Winterbottom- also referred to the prob. 
lem· of small lexias. Plans were made for a 
concentration on these problems, with a view 
ro improvement; and field trials on gord-os have 
commenced on the vineyards of Mr Hazel and 
Mr Hicks at Red Cliffs. It was decided also 
to again direct -attention to the· unsuitabilitY 
of cold dip for t'he gordo, which processed best 
in the caustic dips. 

· It was decided to comply with a request from 
the Mildura Winery, to assist in the introduc~ 
tion of .addit'ional varieties of wine grapes to 
the district. 

STAFF AND FINA•NCE 
The committee recognised that the addition

al investigations required could nol' be ade
quately carried out by the existing staff of the 
Merbein Research Station; and arrangements 
were made for earl? cuntact: with tlie executive 
of the CSIR and other branc:hes with a view 
to obtaining a greater concentration on -Mur. 
ray settlements. 

MR. A. R. LAWRENCE, Nyah, who was re. 
elected to B,oard of Management. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by agents as at 31st Oc

tober, disclose the following position: 
VINE FRUITS 

1945 1944 1943 
Tons Tons Tons 

Currants .. 4,187 6,069 3,989• 
Sultanas 11,857 18,022 11,169· 
Lexias .... 3,110 2,667 2,302: --- --- ---

19,154 26,758 17,460· 
--- --- --

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots .. 553 1,307 679' 
Peaches .. 31 15 12 
N e•ctarine:s 471 386 313 
Pears .. 258 243 221 
Prunes . 978 1,467 1,43S. 

-- --- ---
2,291 3,418 2,658 

GRADE FIXING 
COMMITTEES- SEASON 

1946 

M!LDURA REPRESENTATIVES 
Three nominations were made on behalf of 

the ,Mildura Packers' Association to the Vine· 
Fruits <Committee. Mr. P. Malloch was re
nominated and Messrs. F. Weatherburn (Red'. 
Cliffs· Co~operative Packing Co.) and J. A .. 
Rickard (Mildura Co-orperative Fruit Co.). 
were nominated for the vacancy caused by the· 
death of Mr. F. McGlasson (Red Cliffs co. 
operative Packing Co.). While it' was pointed 
out that the Department of Commerce hid 
insisted on only two packers• representatives 
f:r:om each group being on a grade :fixing com~
mitt:ee, the nominators in each case declined 
to withdraw. It was eventually decided tO' 
allow the nominations to stand in the expec. 
tation t'hat an exception would be made in 
favor of Mildura, which was a big producing
district and in which there were sections· with 
an equal r~ht to representation. It was als-o, 
considered t'hat the new Chief Dried Fruits 
Inspector of the Department of Commerce 
might, in the circumstances, take a different 
view from that held by his predecessor. 

CHAIRMAN'S RULING 

The Chairman ruled that' in the event of 
the Department of Commerce not agreeing to 
accept the three nominations the matter of· 
Mildura Dist'rict packers' nominations to the 
Vine Fruit Grade Committee be referred to-· 
the Mildura A.D.F.A. District Council. In the· 
discussion it was mentioned that last: year
three m'embers· had been appointed to the S.A. 
dried fruits committee, but one of the-m, Mr. 
R. McDonald, had been an alternative delew· 
gate to Mr. J. R. Jemis-on, who might nor have
Qeen able to take part through illness. 

In connection. with the Nyah. Woorinen 
nominations, Mr. La.wrence said thar Mr. Basey 
bad indicated that be would not accept the· 
nomination. Woorinen, however, wanted re~ 
presentation, and, as be did not' know who· 
would take Mr. Basey's place, that the nomi
nation ·Of Mr Basey should stand. 

COMMITTEES APPOINTED 

Grade-fixing committees were then ap-~ 
pointed as fDllows, t'he total numbel' of nomi~ 

"nations being sixteen for vine fruits and 13' 
for tree fruits, some of the nominations t-eing· 
duplicated:-

Mildura Packer Association-Vine Fruits:· 
*P. MaHocb, F. Weatherburn, J. A. Rickard· .. 
Tree Fruits: *D. C. Winterbottom, A. R. Hamp~ 
ton. 
' Nyah and Woorinen-Vine Fruits: *K. McAl~

pine, A. S. P. Basey. 
S.A. River Packers' Ass·ociation-Vine Fruits:· 

*J. R. Jemison, E. N. Seary. Tree Fruits: *J .. 
R.. Jemison, E. N Seary. 

Non.frrigated Areas-Vine Fruits: •n. Far~ 
mer, T. B. Rake. Tree Fruits: •n. Farmer,. 
R. P. Shepley. 

M.I.A.-Vine Fruits: *R. Mallinson, J. Boa.g, 
Tre·e Fruits: T. Steele, R. Mallinson. 

Victorian Agem's-Vine Fruits: H. R. .Tones, 
T. F. McKay. Tree Fruits: H. R. Jones, T .. 
F. McKay. , 

S.A. Agents-Vine Fruits: H. W. Newton, 
H. R. J"nes. Tree Fruits: H. W. Newton,. 
H. R. Jones. 

N.S.W. Agents-Vine Frnits: W. F. Towns:. 
end. Tree Fruits: W. F. Townsend. 

*Indicates convenor. 
[The Department of Commerce has stnce-

agreed to the addition of one to the Mildura· 
Vine Fruits Committee.-Ed. D.F. News.]" 
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COMMONWEALTH CONTROL BOARD 

'Twenty .. First Annual Report 
The Acting Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board (Mr 

R D. Howie, O.B.E.) has issued the twenty-first annual report of this important 
'statutory body. 

As usual the report deals in detail with the work of the Board and the sta
:tistics given are of a most interesting and informative nature. The increase in 
tonnage of the dried fruit handled by the Board is one of the most strikin,g 
features of the figures given. 

The report states:- . 
The- personnel of the Board is as foUows: 

Members nominated by the Government of the 
Commonwealth-Mr R. H. Gilbert (chairman), 
.Mr J. B. Murdoch, Mr E. J. Mulvany, I.S.O. 
Members elected by the Producers of Dried 
Fruits-Mr H. D. Howi·e, O.B.E., South· Austra
lia; Mr P. Malloch, Victoria; Mr E. J. Casey, 
Victoria; Mr H. V. F.oster, Western Australia; 
Mr L. B. O'Donnell, New South Wales. 

To till the va.cancy caused by the death of 
Mr L. McL8od, Mr O'Donnell was electBd a 
Member of the Board by the Growers of New 
South Wales for a period of tw.o years from 
.the 7th February, 1945. 

LONDON AGENCY 
The agencY of the Board in London com~ 

prises: Mr F. L. McDougall, C.M.G., Chairman; 
.Mr A. E. Gough, O.B.E., Member; Mr J. J. S. 
Scouler, Executive Member and Secretary. 

OFFI 1C·ERS OF THE BOARD 

The officers of th·e Board at Melbourne and 
Lond·on are as follows: 

Melbourne--
SecretaTy, :vir R. A. Marx. 
Economic Advisor, Mr E. J. Mulvany, 

LS.O. 
London-

Secretary, Mr J. J. S. Scouler. 

DEATH OF MR. WALTER P. CARO 
The Board records with deep. regret the 

·de:ath on the 12th June, 1945, of Mr Walter 
P. Caro, who had filled the responsible posL 

·t!on of Chief Appraiser on the staff of the 
'London Agency of the B,oard since its estab
lishment in 1925. The Board further re_ 
cords its appreciation of the long and faith
ful se,rvice rendered to the Australian Dried 
Fruits. Industry by Mr. ~c~ro. 

VISIT OVERSEAS OF ~HAIRMAN 
Mr R. H. Gilbe·rt, Chriaman of the Boar.d, is 

·visiting the U.S.A., Canada and the United 
Kingdom. He has alrea·dy discussed. with Rep
resentatives of the United states Dried Fruits 
Industry questions of common interest in rela
·:tion to the production and disribution of Dried 
Vine Fruits. 

In the United Kingdom he will confer with 
-the member's. and staff of the Bom'd's London 
Agency on various matters of a·dministration. 
During his visit abroad Mr. Gilbert will obtain 

.as much information as :possible regarding the 
best methods to be followed to retain and if 
possible increase the existin·g demand for Aus~ 
tralian Dri-ed Fruits in Canada, the United 
Kingdom and other oversea countries. 

During Mr Gilbert',s absence, Mr H. D. 
Howie, of Renmark, is acting as Chairman of 

.the Board. 

PRODUCTION 
Since the constitution of the Board in 1925 

-production of Currants, Sultanas and L.exias in 
the Commonwealth has been as folloWs.: 

·-Season Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 

1926 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1946 (Esti

mated) 

Tons Tons Tons Tons 
2,240 lbs 2,240 lbs 2,24~ lbs 2,240 lbs 

11,693 20,418 5,106 37,217 
12,636 19,385 3,011 35,032 
11,437 38,459 5,305 55,201 
7,174 19,459 5,217 31,850 

18,986 46,077 6,660 71,723 
18,903 47,457 5.834 72,194 
17,480 26,395 6,674 60,549 
17,268 36,706 4,527 58,501 
16,469 53,816 7,547 77,832 
17,896 44,459 7,236 69,591 
21,Q18 40,221 5,665 66,904 
12,336 43,680 7,026 62,942 
18,188 46,242 6,789 71,219 
20,734 62,625 8,328 91,687 
24,107 41,383 7,436 72,926 
24,798 62,035 8,739 95,572 
16,923 52,031 10,779 79,733 
'21,184 62,437 '8,941 92,562 
21,216 59,501 10,161 90,878 
26,332 68,251 10,67.8 104,261 

17,640 41,730 8,730 68,000 

The Au'Btralian .production Qf . Currants, Sul~ 
tanas and Lexias during the 1945 season as 
shown aboV'e is estimated at only 68,000 tons . 
Not since 1936 has such a low level b-een 
reached. The average production of the years 
1942, 1943 and 1944 was 95,900 tons. The dust 
laden winds from the .drought stricken areas, 
the shortage of fertllisers, late frosts in some 
areas, and the very high yields during th-e pre~ 
vious three years are the main causes assigned 
for this drastic fall in production. The fall 
from 104,261 tons in 1'944 to 68,000 tons in 1945· 
represents a. loss to Australian Dried Ftuits In
dustry of approximately A£2,000,000. 

ALLOCATION OF AUSTRALIAN CROP 
The allocation made as a result of consulta

tion between the Australian Government, the 
L'ondon Food Council and the Combined· Fo-od 
Board in the U.S.A. was 43,000 tons for export 
and 25;000 tons for Service and 'Civilian re~ 
quirements in Australia. These quantities are 
greatly .below the needs of the Australian and 
Oversea. markets. 

Because of the ·srhort crop this year, it has 
only be·en possible to make available 21,500 
tons of ·Currants, Sultanas and Lexias to the 
United Kingd-om. This reduction on previous 
~ears is vel'y much regretted as the Board has 
endeavored to arrange for the shipment of 
every possible ton of dl'ied fl'uits to the United 
Kingdom during the war years. 

The Board a.1so regrets that it was nec6<Ssary 
to reduce the allocations to Cana-da and New 
7-·ealand this year. 

EXPORTS AND AUSTRALIAN 
CONSUMPTION 

After deducting Australian requirements, t'he 
quantities exported from the Commonwealth 
since the year 1925 are as follows: 
SeasDn Curram·s Sultanas Lexias 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1539 
1940 
1941 
1942. 
1943 
1944 
1945 (Esti

mated) 

T·ons Tons Tons 
7,120 14,147 3,261 
9,080 13,258 787 
7,551 30,910 7,733 
3,689 13,120 2,378 

14,998 39,229 3,561 
15,328 38,384 3,020 
13,787 20,154 4,025 
12,725 29,047 1,493 
13,243 47,564 4,920 
13,682 36,122 3,918 
16,453 31,811 1,576 

7,535 35,805 3,513 
13,352 37,344 3,327 
16,805 54,229 4,223 
20,275 32,298 3,381 
20,521 52,589 4,217 
12,750 43,323 6-165 
14,690 49,356 4,095 
15,559 44,021 5,591 
11,097 45,884 5,665 

11,700 27,000 4,100 

Total 
Tons 

24,528 
23,125 
41,194 
19.178 
57,788 
56,732 
37,966 
43,265 
65,727 
53,722 
49,840 
46,853 
54,023 
75,257 
65,954 
77,327 
62,228 
68,141 
65,171 
68,646 

43,000 
The quanttties retained in Australia since 

the year 1925 &fe as follows: 
S~son Currant's Sultanas Lexia·s Total 

T'OnS Tons Tons Tons 
1925 4,573 6,271 1,845 12,689 
1926 3,556 6,127 2,224 11,907 
1927 3,886 7,549 2,572 14,007 
1928 3,485 6,339 2,839 12,663 
1929 3,988 6,848 3,099 13,936 
1930 3,575 9,0'73 2,814 15,462 
1931 3,693 6,241 2,649 12,583 
1932 4.543 7,659 3,034 16,236 
1933 3,226 6.252 2,627 12,105 
1934. 4,214 8,337 3,318 15,869 
1935 4,565 • 8,410 4,089 17,064 
1936 4,801 7,775 3,513 16,089 
1937 4,836 8,898 3,462 17,196 
1938 3,929 8,396 4,105 16,430 
1939 3,832 9,085 4,055 16,972 
1940 4,277 9,446 4,522 18,245 
1941 4,173 8,708 4,624 17,505 
1942 6,494 13,081 4,846 24.421 
1943 5,657 16,480 4,570 25,707 
1944 8,235 22,367 5,013 35.615 
1945 l't;Jsti-

mated) 5,840 14,530 4,630 25,000 

UNITED KINGDOM 

The fruit shipped· to the Unit'ed Kingdom in 
1945 was sold at the following prices f.o.b. in 
Eng;-lish currency: 

Currants £34 10 0 per ton 
Sultanas , . . £45 5 0 per ton 
Lexia.s . . . £44 15 0 per ton 

These pri-ces are £1/5/- per ton more 
tl!an those received last' year. 

The Board again desires to express its 
thanks to Sir Thomas Gordon, Australian Rep~ 
resentative of the British Ministry of Wai 
Transport~ the Shipping Authorities, the Pack
ing Organisations in Australia, and the Victor
ian and South Australian Railways for their co
operation in the shipment of Practically all the 
fruit available for the United Kingdom by the 
end of .Ju1r. 

PRODUCTION AND MARKETS 
The Board is in .full sympathy with t!1P 

policy of the Commonwealth and State Govern~ 
ments to settle returned servicemen on the 
land,. 'The success. or otherwise of such a 
policy iS dependent on the outlet for the disr 
posal-a.t· pr-oifit'able prices of the resultant pro
ducts. 

On thE! areas under vines in Australia su:Hl
cient currants, Sultanas and Lexias can be 
produced to supply the demands in Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand where the existing 
tariff protection enables the fruit to be sold at 
a reasonable profit on the cost of production. 

In respect t'o the United Kingdom we hav:e 
ravailable an average annual surplus of approx
imately 45,000 tons per annum which, with the 
supplies .sent from Greece, Turk~y, South 
Africa and U.S.A. is sufficient to meet the re~ 
quirements of that market. 

To retain these markets f·or the fruit now 
produced in Australia it is essential that the 
exist'ing tariff preferences be continued or re
placed by a system of international control of 
the production .and distribution of Dried F'ruit 
Which will enable the export surplus from 
exist'ing areas in Australia to be s-old in over
sea countries at payable prices. 

W'ith regard to the opening up of new area,s 
in the Commonwealth for the increased pro
duction of Dried Vine Fruits, the position as 
set' out in para-graphs 399 .and 400 of the Third 
Report -of the Rural Reconstruction Commis
sion is that to attempt to aim at t'his increased 
production without a reasonable expectation 
that the Australian domestic market coupled 
with the international demand will be able to 
absorb the ·additional p_roduction at a payable 
price, is courting financial disaster. 

CALIFORNIA WARNING 

It is significant that a warning has been. is
sued in Californi:a against increased planting of 
vines for Rah:,i.ns in the United States. · In· a 
report dated February 1945 Messrs H. E. Jacob
and A. J. Winkler of the UniversitY of Califor
nia sta,te: 

"High grape· prices from 1942 to 1944 have 
stimulat'ed an interest in new grape plant. 
ings for Raisins unequalled since the 
planting spree of the early 1920's. Ruin
ously low prices followed that former -ex~ 
pansion. Unwarranted expansion -of the 
vineyard acreage now will certainly bring 
on a similar disaster in the readjustment 
period following World War II." 

The Board would strongly urge that the Aus
tralia States concerned in anY ex:pansion of the 
Dried Vine Fruits Indust'ry work in unison 
with each other and the Commonwealth and 
that no- such expansion be ·carried out unless 
after an economic Survey by the Coinm-on
wealth Bureau of Agricultural E:conomlcs it' is 
considered possible to find payable markets for 
the increased production. 

INTERNATIONAL FOOD AND AGRI
CULTURE ORGANISATION 

The constitution of the Internati:mal Food 
and AgricultUre Organisation (known as 
F.A.O.) prepared by the Interim Commission 
appointed at the United Nations Conference on 

·Food and Agriculture held at Hot Springs, Vir-, 
g!nia, U.S.A., in June 1943, has been adopted by 
Great Brit'ain, the C-ommonwealth, the United 
States and a further thirty of the forty-!onr 
Nations represented at the Conference. 

Advice has been received that the inaugural 
Conference of the Organisation is 1ikely to be 
held at ail early date. The objectives of F.A.O. 
are to raise the level of nutrition and the 
st'andard of livi~ -of all peoples, secure im
provements in the efficiency of the production 
and distribution of the world's food and agri
cultural prodll:cts, and b~tter the condh"ions of 



r 

I 
I 

18 

all rural people, thus contributing to an ex
panding world economy. 

The conference is expected to appoint a Di
rector-General of the Organisation and decide 
-v+·hat are to be t]J,e first tasks of the F.A.O. in 
the fields of agricultural production and mar
keting an-<l f·o-od ·management, fisheries, fores
try and primary for~·st: products and statistics. 

After the Confe'rence has been iheld, the 
F.A.O. will begin work immed,iately with a 
small nucleus staff. 

The Chairman of thE! London Agency Of the 
Commonwealth Dried Fruits Board (Mr F. L. 
McDougall, C.M.G.) is clos_ely associated wit'h 
the F.A.O. . 

The Board is deeply interested in its -objec
tives and will be_ pleased to furnish any infor
mation that is desired and which may be avail
able relating to t'he Australian Dried Fruits In~ 
dustry, and to co-operate in any international 
schemes that may be proposed for the im~ 
provement of the: product'i{)ll and marketing of 
Dried Fruits. · 

RESEARCH WORK 

(a) IN AUSTRALIA: The following investi~ 
gations were carried out on behalf of the Board 
by the Council for Scientific and Industrial Re. 
search at its Merbein St'ation in Victoria dur
ing the 12 months ended 30th June, 1945-

(i) Effects o.f the. Droughtj Oonditions: The 
drought conditions, and the resultant crop 
losses, were matters of major interest to the 
dried fruit industry; and the investigations of 
the effectS of drought, hot winds, and dust was 
a maj.or project in the work of the St'ation. The 
normal behaviour of the vines is now so well 
known that departures from normal were 
readily recognised, and the effects on the cur~ 
rent year's crop was ant'icipated. The effects 
on the fruiting wo·:Jd were also examined. The 
intere-st of producers in this work is illustrated 
by the ,fact that: over 1,000 vine growers ass em. 
bled at various -centres in early June of this 
year to hear the results of the investigations; 
and to discuss the pruning modifications neces~ 
sary to meet the changed circumstances. 

(ii) Fruit Processing: Fruit processing is 
still largely affected by cessation or shortage 
of supplies due to the war; and it has been 
possible to use satisfactory alternatives, in
cluding substitute substances and reduced 
concentrations_ Investigations include studies 
of the effectiveness of the substances used in 
the dips and fundamental studies in reference: 
to the functions of oil in the dipping process. · 

(iii) Light Br-own Apple Moth: The Light 
Brown Apple Moth (Tortrix postvitana) was 
further investigated, in co~operation with the 
Division of Economic Entomology; but t"his 
pest, which caused widespread damage in the 
previ~us year was not in evidence. The dis.ap~ 
pearance of the pest synchronised with the hot 
winds of October. It is considered t'hat the 
conditions which were too severe for the vines 
were als:i too severe for the larvae; though the 
p')ssibility of control by natural enemies nore.d 
in the vineyard has been recorded. 

(b) IN THE UNITED KINGDOM: The Bio
-logical F"ield Station at Slough, England, under 
the direction of Professor J. W. Munro and as~ 
siSted by Dr Page and Dr Lubatti has cont'in~ 
ued to carry out investigations on behalf of the 
B-:ard in regard to the treatment: of dried 
fruits to prevent their deterioration on arrival 
in the United Kingdom. 
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FINANCE 

The rat'es of Levy imposed under the Dried 
Fruits Export Charges Act 1924-1929 on dried 
fruits exported during the 1945 season were as 
follows: · 

Currants Hd. per cwt. or 2/6d. per ton 
Sultanas 2d. per cwt. or 3/ 4d. per ton 
Lexias . 2d. per cwt. or 3/4d_ per ton 
The income --for the year ended 30th June, 

1945 amounted to £29,561/6/7 made up as fol. 
lOW!3: 
Export: Levies . . . . . . . . . . . .£11,912 5 0 
Interest-Australia and L~ndon . 2,554 2 6 
Sundry Collections including 

amounts paid to the Board for 
the treatment of Dried Fruits 
in the United Kingdom on be
half- of the British Government 
and exchange on remittance-s 
from London .. .. .. . . . . .. 15,094 19 1 
The expenditure of the Hoard for the year 

was £16,971/0/7, the principal items being: 
Administrative expenseS in Aus-

tralia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,643 .14 9 
Administrative expenses in Lon-

don .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 5,196 17 9 
Contributions to t'he Common. 

wealth Government in respect 
to the operations. of the Aus
tralian Trade commis£i·oner in 
Canada and moneys expended 
in the developmenr of the Can~ 
adian and other markets . . . . . 2,652 18 3 

Special Publicity in the United 
Kingdom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,772 1 2 

Contribution t'o the Council for 
Scientific ·:and Industrial~ Re· 
search fo·r investigations in 
_ftustralia Qn Qehalf of the Board 700 8 8 
It will ·be noted that t:he Board during th~ 

year ended 30th June, 1945, spent £4,772/1/2 on 
special publicity in the United Kingdom. This 
publicity whiCh is being continued during the 
prE:sent financial year, takes the form of a 
grant in respect of sultanas packed .in llb. car· 
tons and included in parcels with other Austra~ 
lian produce which are purchased at a special 
price by the Victoria League on behalf of the 
Incorporated Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen's 
Help Society, London, and are distributed to 
the relatives and friends of the United King~ 
dom of Imperial Servicemen who are engaged 
in widely scattered areas. 

Sin,ce t'he outbreak ·o·f the war, the income of 
the Board has been increased by the payments 
received from the British Government for the 
treatment of dried fruits on its behalf. 

The Board's accumulated funds will be de~ 
Voted principally to publicity which must be 
undertaken in the near future for the purpose 
of retaining and if possible increasing the 
existing demand for Australian dried fruits in 
oversea markets. 

APPRECIATION 

The B:::ard desires to express its appreciation 
of the assistance it has received in the carry. 
ing out of its functions during the p:ast t'welvel 
months from the Minister, the Secretary and 
-officers of the Department' of Commerce and 
Agriculture, the Commonwealth Food Control~ 
ler and his staff and alS·J from the Comptrol
ler~General and officers of the Department of 
Trade and Cust'oms. 

Acknowledgment is also made of the co~oper
ation and assistance received from the Aus~ 
tralian Dried Fruits Association and the Dried 
Fruits Board of Victoria, S:uth Aust'ralia, New 
South Wales and Western Australia. 

Tribute to Mr. H. R. Jones 

The work of Mr H. R. Jones, while highly 
appreciated by those appointed to do the 
executive work on growers' uehalf, cannot 
be tully realised by the industry generally, 
for the reason that he has the knack of 
<:!pplying himself to those jobs that mean so 
much, and yet do not unduly impress the. 
average man. Possibly it is the fault of the 
.. Dried Fruits News.'' the official journal of 
the Ass.ociation, that the value of Mr H. R. 
Jones -has not been reiterated many times. 
However, we have always observed his wish 
th-at what he does for the industry is just 
a job of work aion'g with others in the ex
ecuive positions, 

An instance in point is the work done by 
Mr Jones in connection with the case sub-
mitted to the Prices Branch and to officials of 
the Commonwealth Treasury. The result of 
this has meant that a subsidy will shortly be 
pai~ to growem. GrJw•ers generally could 
not be aware of the enormous amount of work 
involved in Jhe detailed preparation of this 
case, the importance of which was appreci-" 
ated during recent meetings of the Board of 
Manag•ement, and of the Federal CJuncil. 

At the Board of Management meeting mem
bers expressed their unanimous desire to state 
their gratitude for the work of Mr Jones. It 
was appreciated that he had gjven a very 
great -deal of his leisure time to a study of 
the many technicalities. 

During the Federal Council meeting an 
eulogy was paid to Mr Jones which is best
expres&ed in vertiatim form as recorded in 
the minutes. 

Mr J. B. Murdoch: I take this opportunity 
of referring to the wonderful work M:r H. R. 
Jones has done for the indii.stry-(applause) 
-not only recently, but in past years. The 
industry has had no more valued officer than 
Mr Jones and the growers have not had a 
better friend. His probity is beyond question 
and his ability is sec:md to none. Mr Jones 
will say with du8 modesty that others have 
assisted in his efforts on beha.if of the in
dustry, but we know that it wRs owing to his 
tact and personality that this industry was 
able to avert a loss r•esulting not only from 
lack of crop but also from the exigencies or
food demands all over the world. Mr Jones 
was able to' command the attention of men 
like Profes&or Copland and Sir Marcus 
Clarke. A delegate has said that the price 
adjustment came out of the blue, but grJwe:·s 
owed it to the detailed knowledge of the in
dustry shown by Mr Jories in making the· 
repres·entations. No one e·lse could have con
ducted the negotiations so smoothly. I nJw 
ask delegates to show their appreciation of
Mr Jones's services to the industry by joining· 
in this vote of thanks. (Prolonged applause) 

Mr Jones: I am £orry that Mr Murdoch 
spoke as he did. I had no wish to be singled 
out for anything I have done. The CDFS 
is my baby, and through it I love the in
dustry and I get no greater pleasure than 
in working for the industry. A man can do 
his life work in serving an industry which 
benefits the country. 1 am only thankful 
that the efforts on your behalf were suc
cessful-. and I should mention that Mr Sum
ner was E! tower of strength. Mr Russell 
helped by working out ca!culations. :;nd Mr 
Wlrr!::e!"J.:lcttom and Mr Muivany assisted in 
supplyi:'!g just what was wanted to make 
those efforts successful. -

( 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. lTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMl'LE 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. -Society Union Assurance Society L.td. 

Qresco Manures 
Tiny Tim Power Waaher 

London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 

Sentinel Power Duster 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" II 
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·Classification and Grading of Lexias and Walthams 

Discussion at Federal Council Meeting 
At the Federal Council meeting the recommendations of special committees 

appointed to advise the Board of Management on the above matter were 
accepted. In regard to the recommendations, whoch were set out in the Sep
tember issue of the ··News," the chairman of the Lexia Committee (Mr Mal
]och), who submitted the report, said that the matter of the £2 per ton on 
-cold dipped lexias or walthams suggested as being the nominal charge for 
extra treatment in the packing houses had been an estimate of what the cost 
would be. There was no reason why the clause 'in the recommendations could 
not be amended to mean the actual cost, which might be either higher or lower. 

Mr Malloch, im'roduciil..g the subject, said: 
"rhe grade and classification of lexias has be
come a rather vexed question in recent years. 
'The Mildura lexias, formerly of the same starr
nard as to size as So-qth- Australian, have 
fallen away remarkably on size quality. As an 
illustration-South Ausiralian lexias are being 
l,)iicked as bef-ore, size graded as between 5-
crown and 2-crown, and 50 percent and more 
are going over the 18/32 riddle. In Mildura.,. 
less than 20 ·percent of the lexias are now going 
over the_ same riddles. We have had loads of 
fruit delivered in which not five percent would 
go over the 18/32 riddle. I had a sample of 
1exias sent back by Mr Jones and, at first 
;glance, I though that he had macte a mistake 
-and had actually sent me su,ltanas, as the ber
ries appea,red t:J be too small for lexias. 

The problem arises from the fact tb,at so· 
long as the lexias delivered were of good color 
they received a 5-crown-a sample consisting 
of 95 percent 2-crown and 5 percent 5-crown 
was reCeiving the same price ·as 75 percent 
:5-crown and 25 percent 2-crown. It has been 
apparent for the last few years that something 
·should be done to reclassify lexias ·it the door 
and on packing. The subject has been dis· 
cussed among packers, by the Association 
Board and with the Department" of Commerce. 
Mr Mallocb. then presented the follo\ving 
Teport: 

WALTHAMS 

"For SeaSon 1946-classi:fication and grading 
"t)f walthams by permission of the Inspection 
Branch of Department of Commerce will be: 
Receival at Packing Houses 

6-Crown: Present 6-crown specification to 
lJe replaced by a provision that the fruit should 
be th8 same color ·as designated for 5-crown, 
'but must contain at least 25 percent of fruit 
which would pass ever a 19/32 riddle. 

5·Crown: Color and quality specification to 
remain as at present. Grade to be divided iuto 
A and B. 5A to consist of fruit of which not 
less than 30 percent would pass over a 17/32 
riddle. 5B to comprise ·frUit of which from 10 
-to 30 percent would pass over a 17/32 riddle. 

4-CrOlwn: New grade to be instituted to pro
-vide for fruit of the same colcr and quality 
specification as 5-crown, but of which less than 
1.0 percent would pass over the 17 132 riddle. 

3-Crown: To remain as at present. 
Packing 

6.Crown: A special high qnality large fruit 
for cou,nter trade or· for packing as dessert 
raisins for Christma-s and ~~_·h-er 'demands. it 
being suggested that 6-crown specification be 
replaced by providing for the same color and 
-qmi.lity specification as for 5-crolvn. but re
quiring the fruit to pass over a 19/32 riddle. 
Grade to be known as 6.crown and l'o be avail
·able fo-r either the Commonwealth· or Export 
1\Iarkets, IJartiCularly London. 

5-C~own: Specification to remain as at pres
ent and to provide for fruit passing over a 
1. 7/32 riddle. The grade t'o be used to com~ 
plete the balance of the United Kingdom quota 
reqvired as walthams, the balance of the de
mand in Australia f·or IWalthams for counter 
trade or specialty paCking, a,nd :fln~lly if suf-

ficiem: fruit were assured annually to form the 
basis for the ~ntrodu,ction of a special quality 
seeded raisin which would be confined to the 
use of large fruit only. Until an improVement 
occurs in the size of the Victorian waltham, 
it would appear that there wou,ld not be suf· 
ficient surplus 5-crown to warrant the intra. 
duction of what might be termed "large seeded 
raisins." 

"C" 4-Crown: Same specification as at pres· 
ent, and to consist of good colored fruit pass
ing through the 17j32nd riddle. The grade to 
be used to su,pply export p:emand for small 
walthams and for Commonwealth trade in 
seeded raisins. 

"D" 3-Crown: Specification to remain as at 
present and to consist of brown fruit pa,ssing 
over the 17/32 riddle. To be blended in with 
5-crown for use in connection with new quality 
(large seeded raisins) when the tonnage of 
large fruit available warrants the introduction 
of sucli grade. 

"E" 2-Crown: Specification t'o remain as at 
present, and to be mainly used for seeded 
raisins. 

"F" Seedless Walthi:nns: Specification to re
main as at present. 
Riddles 

The same size of riddles to be used for de
hydrated a.s for sun-dried walthams. 

Mr Malloch, after reading the report: said: 
Of recent years we have had no 6-crown be
cause of the Department's l'equirements as to 
size and condition. The Committee considered 
that t'here should be a relaxation ·o.f the de
scription of 6-crown to allOIW ~he grower with 
go-:::d colored fruit and good size to receive the 
6-'crown grade and not to make it an impos. 
sible .grade to gel at the packing house door. 
With regard to the £2 a ton charge, some ex. 
ception has been ~aken at its inclusion in the 
report and the Committee would not object 
tc the elimination of that price. Actual.ly, a 
thorough spray with casein emulsion wotild 
cost around 8/- a ton, buJ t'he Committee was 
endeavoring to reach a minimum cost of de
hydrating the fruit. 

MILDURA DISTRICT EXPERIMENTS 

In regard to the special provision regardtng 
walthams Mr Malloch added that experiment's 
were carried oJ;tt by the Milaura and Red Cliffs 
Co-operative Companies, under the supe1:vision 
of Mr Colby, and they showed that by using 
a 17/32 riddle for walthams, results equal to 
or better than those with an 18/32 riddle. for 
lexias could be obtained. The 19/32. riddle for 
walthams is equal to 20/32 for lexias. The 
Department of Commerce has now agreed that 
fbr the processing of walthams a riddle 1/32 
inch smaller tha-n for lexias will be allowed 
during the coming year. It proposes to ob
serve t:he results from the different packing 
houses and, -if they confirm the experiments, 
the regulations will be amended-it is not pia· 
posed to amend the regqlations on these lines 
before 1946. 

Mr Malloch then formally moved the Mop~ 
t'ion of the report on the classification and 
paCking of lexias. 

"' 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN POSITION 

Mr Jemison: "I fully support what Mr Mal~ 
loch has said. The question is not so vital 
in S-outh Australia, although we have it there 
regarding small· lexias. The difficulty is to 
find the caus·e of the trouble. I would like 
to emphasise the recommendation for the abo· 
lition of the use of potash for lexias. I under~ 
stand that in certain parts of Mildura growers 
use the col(l dip for lexias. I appeal t-o grow· 
ers to do ev,erything they can to improve the 
quality of the lexias. The recommendation is 
that the temperature of the lexias dip be 200 
degrees-it should not be allowed to ris,e over 
200 degrees and certainly not allowed to go 
to 240 degrees. 

M-r Wetherall: I find that if a 1·in·12 dip is 
used and the temperatut<e kept about 200 
degrees for lexias the results are the rp_ost 
satisfactory. If the temperature is allowed 
to fall much below 200 degr·ees, a blue tinge_ 
will develop. The temperature should be kept 
between 196 degrees and 200 degrees. I have 
tried 180 degrees with extra caustic, but my 
best results have been with l·in·l2 at 200 
d·egrees. 

TRADE REQUIREMENTS 

M-r Jones: Speaking on behalf of the dis· 
tributors, I consider that the report of the 
committee is along the right lines. There is 
definite-ly a trade developing, for good l·exias 
or walthams-for -a good, large-sized berry. 
I do not know whether the development is a 
result of dietetic conside·rations or food fads, 
or of a shoTtage of chocolat,es. but there is a 
clear demand for a large.sized berry. 

Various companies are packing lexias and 
having extr~me difficulty. in getting satisfac· 
tory fruit. VVe have tried to fill the gap with 
5-crown grade becaus,e 6-crown is not avail
able and when t.he buyers accept the 3-cNWn 
they find. that there is a lot 0f !:lmall fruit in 
it. As far as seeded raisins are con~.:erned, 
the trade would pay for a special seeded raisin 
consisting of large·size_d berries. If the trade 
were offered a seeded raisin, of larg,e berries 
only, it would pay the extra price. Whether 
you growe-l'S can produce the large fruit on 
the vines is for you to say . . . 

Tlhe next qu-estion is the potash fruit. ViThen 
-..ve put the potash treated lexia through the 
seeding machines we find that the whole of 
the skin come-s off on pressure, and the fruit 
leav,es th8 machines as a pulp. In the seeding 
process the berries pass. through a machine 
which comprises two rollers, the seeds being 
pushed through the skin of the lexias by the 
teeth of one, roUer and brushe_d off a VBi'Y 
soft rubber roller by strippers or fingers. If 
the berries have a god firm skin the punctures 
caused in seeding can be closed up and the 
fruit prev,ented from becoming a white, ·crys· 
tallised mas£. The potash·treated fruit comes 
through as a jelly or mass, and very soon the 
sugar starts to form and the fruit goes dry, 
and the buyer declares that we are delivering 
last year's fruit. 

The potash-treated lexia is definitely doing 
a lot of harm to -our trade, and it could cause 
serious concern on the export market where 
our fruit is subjected to compe,tition from 
other countries. South Africa is experiment
ing with the seeding of raisins. This potash· 
treated lexia should be sorted out and a lower 
price paid for it. You should not break down 
the quality of the lexias by mixing potash 
fruit with the rest. We do not want to admi_t 
that there is anything wrong with ouy fruit. 
The best thing would be to eliminate the 
potash fruit altogether. 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF COMMITTEE 

:Mr Howie: \iVe had a meeting, after the 
deliberati-ons Of the committee, with officers 
of the Department of Commerce and inspec
tors and have put forward a- series of recom
mendations; as follows: 

(1) Serious complaints hav,e come to hand 
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from both seeders and merchants dealing with 
lexias treated by cold dip, or other dips con
taining potash. 

(2) Experiments carried out by (he Coun
cil for Scientific and IndUstrial Research have 
proved that the plain hot caustic dip (,either 
boiling or modified temperatures, minimum 
190 degrees F.) is the mOst satisfactory dip. 

(3) Lexias for seeding purposes sh:mld have 
a tough and pliable skin, whereas the eff-ect 
of potash tends to cause chemical decomposi· 
tiOn, making it too brittle for .seeding, 

( 4) Cold dipped lexias when seeded have 
had to be rejected fo-r export, and in the un
seeded state they are also unsuitable owing 
to early crystallisation of sugar. 

(5) Growers are urged to make every effort 
to have their fruit treated by th-e plain hot 
caustic dip. Failing this. packei's · will be 
forced to give the fruit fufther treatment be· 
fore grading with less satisfactory results and 
at considerable cost to the grower. 

(6) The packing of lexias with· an excess of 
moisture is also a danger, and packers are 
requested to undertake a rigid inspecti:m ·of 
ali fruit so as to avoid this. Where the mois
ture content is too high, the fruit must be 
dehydrated before grading,. A maximum avail
able moisture content will be recommended 
by thB Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Res-earch when investigations are completed. 

(7) For the coming s,eason pl:tckers are 
recommended to revert to their prewar prac
tice of drying out the fruit before processing. 

(8) Adequate oiling of the fruit by packers 
with best quality oil is essential. 

Mr .Jones: Treatment by the packC>r. al. 
though it will have some effect, cauuot put 
the skin back on the berry- once the pe~tash 
has --eaten into ti'Jle skin. The packer can mini~ 
mise the troubfe but he cannot put the skin 
back. I would not like it to be thought from 
what Mr Howi·e has Tead that any treatment 
of potash-dipped lexias will bring th8 skin 
back to it!3 original condition. 

LEXIA SANDWICH 
Mr Bradford: Have you considered potash 

lexias in connection with the Iexia sandwich, 
which is becoming very popular in South Aus~ 
tralia? The lexia spread should have great 
possiblities. There should be a good margin 
in turning out the 8-oz. jar the retailer buys 
at 1/3 and: 1/4. To overcome the_di:ffi.culty of 
the paste going bad, glucose is mixed with it. 

M:r Jones: Before the war there were two 
companies operating mainly with reg.ard to 
fruit paste, one in conjunction with the prune 
growers. They established the market, par
ticularly iri.- the Eastern States, but the volume 
they used was very small-it is surprising the 
quantity of paSte that can be made from t,en 
tons of frUit. Their success resulted in ali
other company coming on the market with 
peanut si.?read. le_xia spread, strawberry spread 
and others. We supplied that trade, but the 
quantity taken was very small. The bulk of 
the lexia sandwiches are made by placing the 
lexias between the slice's of bread and butter. 
People prefer to put the lexias on the bread. 
Tht lexia spread actualy created a demand 
for the seeded :::aisins. It might absorb 50 
tons a year; I do not think there is a possi
bility of any great volume of business in 
that line. 

Mr Winterbottom: The quality of lexias is 
largely a matter of concern to Mildura. In 
South Ausfralia growers have apparently man
aged to maintain quality, whereas in Mildura. 
whel'le we produce up to 6000 tons a year, it 
has gone down ala·:rmingly. Londori has com
plained about the size of our lexias. I have 
been astounded at the small -percentage of the· 
Iexias staying on the riddle. Why the falling 
off in size has happened, I do not know
that is a matter for the growers. I strongly 
recommend the adoption of the report. 

CAUSTIC DIP 
Mr Youngs: I was in'!.pressed with Mt 

Jones's advice fhat g~·owers should go back 
to the caustic diP for lexias. I would suggest 
that the members of the committee consult 
their engineers abOut the -possibility of de
veloping some beUer type of dip. The grower 

says he will not go back to the hot dip, at 
100 degrees in the shade when he starts on 
his sultanas. We have been dipping in the 
same old way ror the last 40 years. Probably 
some dipplhg device might be found that 
would save the arduous handling of the fruit. 

Mr Curren: What are the reasons fo-:r the 
lexia deteriorating in size? In South Aus
tralia the p:Jsition is not as bad as in Victoria. 
Is it due to cultural or pruning methods or 
to soille deficiency in the soil? I can remem
ber some years ago. when I was in the packing 
house, we treated lexias as we treated sul
tanas, over the riddl,e, on their merits. I can 
remember g.rowers who had 45 ·percent and 
more than 50 percent of their lexias go ove:r
the rjddles. I find today that the size has 
fallen off, although not to the .extent experi
enced fn Victoria. It looks as if the fault lies 
in the growers' pruning methods, in pruning 
for one purpose. ~ · 

Gordo growers now talk of puttng more 
wood on the vines and are delivering a b~gger 
quantity 9f fruit, but of· a poorer quality. Ii 
you go back to a production of 1 ?.- tons to th-e 
acre,! think tll:ftt yoii -would remoV'e one of the 
.factors responSible Tor the smaU~sized ·lexia. 
I have been told by people at Renmark that 
the same thing is happening there. Ferhaps 
Mr Orton w!ll be able to giVe some idea of 
any experiments that have been car-ried" out 
with lexias. 

GROWERS' VIEWPOINT 
Mr Cameron: The only way to persuad-e the 

grower not tO use the cold dip for his lexias, 
particularly when he has only a few of them, 
is _to penalise him. The only objection we 
had to the £2 charge was that there was a 
possibility of making mol'le mon•y for the 
packer. It was nOt because we felt that the 
grower should not be penalised. The question 
was whether the cold dip lexia was to be 
separated and paid fo~· on its merits. 

Mr Seary; I can speak as a rather large 
gordo grower. I dry 24 acres every year, in 
some of the country of which Mr Cul:ren 
speaks, and- every bucl\::et of gordos is dipped 
in the hot caustic dip. 

A Delegate: Do you do the dipping? 
Mr Seary: The dippiilg is done by good 

Australian labor under good social conditions, 
and I have not had the slightest trouble on 
account of the dip. Twenty years ago, I did 
the dipping myself. If we accept the realistic 
view, . the industry, to be successful. must get 
back to the hot caustic dip for l,exias, what
ever happens. I am also a packer and my 
Company seeds quite a lot of fruit. Out of 
800 to 900 tons of lexias we took 52 percent 
that went Over the 18/32 -riddle, a.nd they all 
stayed 5-crown. We recognis-e that the cold 
potash dipped lexia is a most impossible thing 
to try to seed. The grow,--- who pe-rsists in 
using the left-over cold dip for his few lexias 
should be penalised. 

DIPPING MACHINE 
Mr Lawrence: With reference to the re

quest for a machine that would make the use 
of the hot dip lessr arduous, in our district we 
have ;;tn automatic dipping machine, made in 
two or three sizes. taking fro:fn tw-o to four 
buckets. It is used for dipping sultanas ill 
the tempe!'atul'le dip. I do not know whether 
delegates want to dip more than four buckets 
at a time but such a machine is already in 
existen~·--' 

Mr J. B. Murdoch: We have one in the 
Waik_erie district. 

Mr Howi.e: There is one in Renmark also. 
Mr Malloch then moved that, under the 

heading of Potash-Treated Lexias, the words, 
"at a charge of £2 per ton," be deleted from 
the clause in the report -:reading, "th-e· cost of 
the extra -processiil.g b be debited to growers" 
-and that his o-ral report on the results of 
the expe:i-iments with the small-er waltham 
riddles be added to tht section of the report 
dealing with standards for delivery. 

With the 'alterations indicated by M r 
Malloch. the J:"eport on the Classification and 
Packing of Lexias and Walthams was then 
adopted. 

Bannera Co -operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Dried And Citrus Fruit Packers and Agents 
Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 
Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tra_ctors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMoRA 'PHONE BARMERA 30 &. 3~ 
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PRUNE COUNTR 

Federal Council Discussion 
An interesting discussion t9ok place at 

Fede.-al Council meeting on the South Aus
t.-alian Prune G.-owe.-s' letter suggesting that_ 
the possibility of prunes being marked and 
packed in counts of 20- in futu.-e be considered! 
by the Board of Management. 

Mr. Trott (McLaren Vale), introdu_cing this. 
matter, said: I would like Council to consider 
the feasibility of the proposal L'hat for the 
future prunes be -packed in oounts of 20. 'l'her& ' 
are -seven main varieties on the market, and 
most of them are classified- into seven grades 
and are packe;d into nine different: counts. 
Our contention is that it would be impossible 
for the average individual to pick the size ot 
prunes within a count of 10. T.o the general 
public, a prune is a prune-they know only 
Iarg_e, medium and small. Our suggestion is 
that prunes be packe·d in 40-60, 60-80, 80-100 
and small, thereby bringing them into reason
able counts. You need· riddles for each count 
and< have to pack and check each size sepa. 
rately. ·Prunes have been doing well, but wilt 
come ,down, and any saving that we can make 
to show an increase in the returns to growers 
s:Iwuld be done. 

OVER STRICT GRADING 
Mr. Chapman (Nurisotpa): In order to 

obtain a prune count of 10, our riddles are 
graded to a 16th of an inch. No -other tree 
fruit is graded within less than _.i;in. and 
vine fruits are graded to 1-8in. It is- ridi'culous 
that we should have to sort out these counts 
and do all the checking, account s~tleing and 
general accounrancy for the small tonnage -of 
prunes involved. I defy even an expert to go 
through a line of prunes that have come off 
the hopper and sa.y what count they are 
Prunes from the 11/16 riddle may be within 
t'htt same count as those that have c-:m1e 
through the ~in. riddle, and it does not follow 
that those that ,are goin,g through the same 
riddle are going in the same count', as the 
body of the fruit must be taken into c-on
sideration. Both the industry and the con
suming public would be well served if prunes 
were packed in counts of 20's. 

Mr. Newton (Adelaide): In supporting this 
rec.ommendation, I suggest that the Board of 
M~anagement discuss it with other fruit in
terests. 

MARKET REQUIREMENTS 
Mr. H. R: Jones: I say that the proposal 

to pack prunes in 20's_ is definitely not accept. 
able. · The prune indust'rY has been lifted to 
a satisfactory. position-why interfere with it? 
If you go back to the 20 packs you will be 
ruled out of the export market', where all 
counts are in lO's. In order to get results 
with the processed prune you, have to come 
down to 1a fine degree of grading. It is neces. 
sary to have the 1/16 sizes if the fruit is to 
give similar results in processing. In New 
S.outh Wales, the prunes are classified into 
fats and leans. The over-run from the added 
water in the processed prune is a benefit to 
the grower. Processing is not possible unless 
you have fine grading, so- that you would still 
need to pack for this purpose in C·'"!tJnts of 10. 
I am doubtful whether the N.S.W. people 
would agree to- such a recqmmendat'ion. 

Mr. Hudson (Yenda): So far as the box 
fruit is concerned, N.S.W. decided that they 
would not ~'.} back to the 20 grade, which 
gave an oppOrtunity ro an unscrupulous man 
to make a profit in re-sorting. N.S.W. would 
fight you tooth and nail on it. 

Mr. Howie (Renmark): We can assure Mr. 
Tr,o-tt t'hat the Board will obtain an expression 
of opinion from the biggest processors on the 
matter. 

Mr. Broome (Griffith): They might at the 
same t'ime consider a restriction on process
ing counts over 100. We d.o. not produce 
them_ in New South Wales, but South Aus~ 
tralia does. 

Mr. Trott: In re,ply to Mr. Jop.es, I would 
like to see an experiment wit'h 20 counts, 
even if we have to pick out the fats aud the 
lea!l-S. The increased returns during recent 
years cannot be atrributed to packing in 10's; 
they were due to, improved quality and to the 
over-run in tins. We· have increased our 
Commonwealth sales, which have taken up 
t'he whole of the pack. 

Mr. Howie: The Association control of prices 
was a factor in the prune gr,o:wers' higher 
returns. 

It· was decided-
"That the po-ssibility of prunes being 

packed and m,a.-l}eted in counts of 20 in 
future be refer.-ed to the Board of Man. 

aj:!ement for consultation with other dis. 
trfcts.'' 
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