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LO~T OF PROUUCTION 
DRIED FRUITS 

OF 

Federal Council Discussion 
Among the variety of subjects of vital interest to growers of dried fruits 

discussed at the Federal Council meeting of the A.D.F.A. was that of cost of 
production. Messrs. C. W:Tiiland Peter Malloch presented facts and figures 
that are of very gr~at value to the industry generally, and opportunity is taken 
here to publish the discussions and the statement in detail for the general in
·formation.ofthose.interested in the industry. 

The rnatter was brought forward on the motion by South Australia· Branch 
Conference ''That the matter of a cost of productio~ price, plus a .reasonable 
margin of profit be discussed at the next Federal Council." 

Mr. C. W. Till (South Australia):· read the 
following statement: 

A cost ot PrOduction priCe ·plUs a reason
able ma'fgin -of profit is- by no means a new 
idea and delegates inay. remember that I have 
expounded my ideas on the subject on several 
occasions. Today, however, I am doing so 
because my branch -has passed a resolution 
to that effect. This was· done at_ a meeting 
held in Barmera last July, when Mr. Howie 
and- Mr. Macgillivray, M.P., addressed our 
branch ot the ADFA on "Further Plantings.' 
We are in good· comPany now, as Mr. Menzies 
made a strong feature of a cost of production 
price· in ·his recent eleCtion campaign. Wheu 
the Prime Minister, Mr. Chifley, visite·d Berrl 
recently, Mr. Curren also mentioned it, .as well 
as expressing fears on Imperial Preference. 

At· the 1940 Federal Conference at· Mndura. 
a delegate gave. a, long u·st of various c·om· 
modities uSed in the production of ·dried ·frUit 
and (~e. percentages of increase in prices since 
the prev:iO~:s. ·y~ar. The evidence given V1 
the Rural Reconstruction Commission by th~ 
industry sound ·a careful note of. warning and 
they were told how poor we really are. M.L· 
W'"interbottoni gave a detailed statement of 
growers incomes which . I will refer to later 
on. .The A.D.F.A. Board. of Management and 
the Export Control Board are Continually makM 
ing the approaches to the authorities couM 
cerned for an increase in price. Now I ask 
you, why all this. 

Our rePresentatives feel (and rightly) that 
finanCially we are not always "getting there."' 
Opinions have been expressed against a cost· 
of-production ,price plus a .reasonable margin 
of profit, such as: · 

1. Subsidy mean_s. control. 
2. The grower wants· to manage his own 

affairs. ' 
3. Wou:ld mean the grower being .on a 

"basic wag-e." 
Her-e are several arguments in favor: 
1. Stabilised, payable prices_ every year. 
2. Grower "' able to regulate his expea 

diture. 
3.· Other. :::l\rr:modities would follow suit., 
4. Obviate the present "gamble." 

REALISATION PRICES COMPARED 

The whole point is, of cours.e, whether a 
cost-of-production price would g.ive us -more 
money than we'·ve been getting or less. 1 
now quote realisation __ prices for currants. sul
tanas •. and le:x:ias since 1927: 

1927 
1&28 
U29 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 

Sultanas 
£ s d 

40 7 3 
30 19 2 
26 15 0 
32 3 6 
45 2 3 
45 13 3 
25 13 4 
33 12 0 
32 0 0 
34 0 0 
36 2. 8 
29 15 3 
34 10 8 
32 15 9 
33 9 :i. 
39 9 4 
43 9 9 
44 13 0 
48 5 9 

Currants 
£ s d 

26 13 4 
38 14 6 
28 3 10 
21 6 1 
33 3 9 
30 19 6 
24 2 2 
28 16 4 
24 6 9 
29 14 3 
24 6 c 
21 9 0 
24 19 7 
24 10 2 
29 8 6 
33 3 7 
33 18 8 
34 9 10 
40 9 10 

Lexias 
£ s d 

29 1 10 
26 18 8 
19 7 6 
20 0 5 
32 10 5 
30 18 8 
39 5 4 
29 0 11 
32 3 2 
35 1 6 
33 7 6 
33 12 0 
35 8 8 
35 7 6 
35 5 2 

. 36 5 10 
40 9 2 
40 3 9 
42 1 to 

I personally believe that since and includ
ing 1941 we are" getting·.a_ good return for our 
dried fruit, in spite of i_nC;reased costs,. and so 
we omit the years 1941-1945 in my next argu
ment. 

The average. pri~eS ·1~-%'1_: to-:·194_~-· _ar~; ?#. 

2 Cr. Currants £2714/8_; ·W:e_ :_-~-~'Ve. obtamed 
this. price or over in 6 ·yecim ·out Ot 14 and 
been below it in 8 y~_ars. 

3 p-r. Sultanas- £34/5/_:- Overf'Jn·.-s,- years, 
under 8 times. -

s cr. Lexa.is ta:G/17 /~ OVer' "in '~9 years; under 
in 5. . 
- I am riot saying, that ·.tiles~, .a&;erage··returRs 

are above or below a cosf ()f. {)r()_duction pr~ce. 
That is the matter I woU.ld·-nke ·iO see proved 
but the re~mlts of ,~~p~e:~:.r~t'l,l:~r :as refie~(Cd 
in grOwers•· ·financial position s~eak for theriiM 
selves. 

I now quote Mf~ Winte~~O~t?t¥t _ giVi'ng _ .his 
evidence to ·the·-- S.flL ,, Parliamentaey"'."Lan:d 
Settlemeu.t Committee: 

PRICE 3d. 

"The following income was received oy 
growers in the district. In 1932-33; 297 grow
ers received an average income of £22.4; i.n 
1933-34 303 growers ):'eceived an average of £46. 
1934-35 the return was £243 for 321 growers 
1935<~-6 the return. was £179 for 294 growers 
1936-37 the return was £211 for 319 grOwers 
1937-38 the return was £265 for 317 growers 
1938-39 the return was £127 for".318 growers 
193~·40 the ret~rn was £205 for 332 growers 

"These figures 'include some people w.no 
showed losses and others income up to £1000 
per year, but the above figures represent the 
aver- ::e from about half of the growers on 
the company's books." 

WATER RATE ARREARS 

What price the basic wage? During these 
years growers along the River in South Aus
tra-lia from Chaffey to Cadell managed to pile 
up arrears in water rates to the extent of 
£151,326 by 1930·31 ·a.nd £16,103 for rent. In 
19:;7 the figures were £158,088 and £10,756. 
These do not include Renmark, where grow
ers have another authority to get into ar
rears with. 

Mr. FOWles, secretary of the Lands Depart
ment in South Australia, ·in giving evidence 
to the Commonwealth Grants Commission was 

.. told that the finances of .the State would be 
better if arrears for water rates and rent had 
been pressed for. Mr. Fowles replied that the 
Sli'!ttlers had not· always received ·the returns 
enabling them ·to meet their commitments. 
(The district officer at Barmera ::jaid that at 
least SO per cent. of the growers are able to 
meet their commitments as they fall due). 
Growers operating under a controlled sched
ule have their financial affairs closely scru
tinis-ed, and delegates here who are members 
of packing house execut1ves could no doubt 
tell a story. 

PRIMARY PRODUCERS POSITION 

I would remind you .gentlemAn, that sec· 
ondary industries are protected·, through ':he 
tariff board, and the ·Arbitration Court is SUP· 
poSed to secure .the worker. .We. as· primary 
producers, are equally entitled _to a share of 
the common wealth of ·the whole community. 
Our imports must be paid for bY> our exports 
and Australia exports little else than primary 
prOduce. On this premise the primary pro
ducer is justly entitled to .adequate returns. 
Unfortunately~ the 6th· report" of the Rural 
Reconstruction- Commission, entitled "Farm 
Efficiency, and Costs and Factors Relating 
Thereto" :is not yet available. ··Jt"w_ould prob
ably .have contributed to thi·s· debate. 

I am no;t expressing dissatiSfaction with 
t4e present so much .as the past, anl! I am 
very .apprehensive of the future. we have 
two years to "pull our socks up",· as it were. 
Whilst the preSerit cciri.trac1: with' - Britain 
covers 1947 and 1948 crop, we can expect bad 
tfro.es to come again. I w~ld therefore 
move: 

','This Federal Coliference; _(.f the ADFA 
~do·Pts thQ_ ,>rinciple of a cost of produc· 
tiori.- -price plus a reason_able margin of 
pi"O'flt. It as:ks the 3oa·rd of 'Mahagement 
, t<> tnake the closest inquiries into our 
ptodUcti_O:n costs ·with a view to making 
an ·aproa-ch to the Commonwea·Jth Govern· 
ment on this matter:• · · 

:Mr. R. ··curren · (SOuth Aystraua) · second&d 
the motion. 

"' 
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Mr. P. Manoch .(Tictorla): I have prepared 
the tollQwing statement on Guaranteed Prices 
for Dried Fr~its: 
GUARANTEED PRICES FOR DRIED FRUITS 
· A good deal of thought has been given to 
the question Qf stabiliSed prices for dried 
fruits, and varied opinions have 'been exw 
pressed in the last year or two in the Press 
and at meetings of dried fruits growers. par
ticularly in South Australia. The problem 
has been raised from three altogether differ
ent angles. 

First we have a group which favors expan
sion of the industry, even to the extent of 
doubling present production-the government 
t.o guarantee costs of production to all . en
gaged in the industry. Next, we have a good 
number of growers who view with concern the 
upward trend of production; the planne,~ _til
Crease of 6,000 acres of vines; the probabllltY 
of loss of Empire Preference, in part, at least; 
the risk of a fall in the exchange rate, and 
the rising costs of labor and materials. (The 
growers concerned consider that, as govern
ment policy largely determines these factors. 

, the government should give consideration· to 
the question of a guaranteed cost of produc
tion return):· 

There is ·a third group which has observed 
with interest ·tne establishment of a wheat 
stabilisation plan assuring growers of a fair 
return for wheat for five years. . This grouo 
considers the adoption ot such a plan tor 
the dried fruits industry as a -question which 
merits fullest consideration. 

EXPANSION WITH GUARANTEES 

by wineries and distilleries who are_ barred 
froril maliing alcohol from grains which ·are 
required to teed starved Europe. The 175,000 
tonS· will barely meet the requirements of 
U.S.A) markets, and little, if any. will be 
available for export. Greece, the large cur
raiit producer, marketing 80,000 tons in :pre~ 
war years, has had her vineyards sp devasta
ted by war that she has -only a limited ton-
nage available for export. · 

Thus, in these two countries alone, we can 
see well over 100,000 tons less dried frujts 
available than in pre-war years. It is no 
wonder that present prospects appear rosy. 
'l'he. shortage, in conjunction with the abnor
mal demand from peoples who have been o:D. a 
war-time diet, short of sweet foods and with 
ample money and desire io purchase them, 
must ·inevitably create a demand which it is 
regr,etted we cannot supply. It would take 
four years to produce the fruit to meet this 
demand, and it leads us to consideration of 
the future. This is like a plunge into the 
great Unknown, and views expressed must be 
largely speculative and subject to. criticism. 
If we admit, as we must, that our success 
in marketing for the past 20 ·years has been 
due to Empire Preference we ,can reasonably 
expect that a continUance of success will oe 
dependent on Empire Preference We all know 
that, under th~_ mutual aid agreement, prefer· 
ences will shortly be in the melting pot, 
and there is grave danger that this founda
tion of successful marketing may be removed. 
With loss or reduction of preference, we. 
could expect .greater competition in Empire 
markets. 

The first problem referred to is advocat.e_d EMPIRE MARKETS 
at some length by its supporters. They clanu . 

short of tragic.- If these lessons were -ignored 
by a government which . paid growers year 
atter year more money than was received fer 
their prodUce (under a guaranteed price), 
inflation must nec.essarily follow. The results 
of intlation.in other countries in pre-war years 
are .so well known to most of us that we can
not but expreSs -opposition to any steps wb,ieh 
WO!J-ld ~recipitate it in this cOuntry. 

EQUALISATION PLAN 
,A stabilisation or J)riCe equalisation plan 

such as is suggested by groups 2 and 3 men
tioned earlier, merits careful consideration, 
in view of the problems whiCh we may have 
to face in higher production costs. main~y 
due to the 44-hour and 40-hour week lf 
introduced; to lower preferences; reduced 
exchange rate and ·increased production-all 
largely brought about by Government econ
omic and political policies. The precedent 
in respect to the wheat scheme justifies full 
consideration of the matter. It is necessary 
to define what we expect or hope for in su~h 
a scheme; whether we look for a guaranteed 
price subsidised by the Government, if nec~s
sary, or an average price which it may he 
expected will be recouped from sales of dried 
fruits. In the wheat scheme, the latter barps 
has been adopted, and _there is no reason or 
ground to Presume the Government would 
be -willing to adopt any other plan. The 
equalisation plan, then, simply resolves itsel! 
into a matter of (a) 1ixing a cost of produc
tion plus margin of profit figure; (b) paying 
into a stabilisation fund the proceeds which 
in any year exceed cost of production; (c) 
drawing on the stabil1sation fund in any ~year 
in which proceeds are lower than cost of pro-
duction . · ther-e are great undeveloped markets for dried_ This leads to con~ideration of the question 

fruits; that the standard of living_ must in- of other th3;n Emp1re markets. In Europe, CONTRIBUTORY FUND 
crease in all countries; that now IS our ?P" the devastah?n and lo~s. create~ by ~e war Simply stated, the fund wo~ld be an agm 
portunitY to prepare for the demand _ wh~ch must r~sult m a condttlOn wht~h will ket:.p gregation of reserves for the ·purpose of 
will develop. They claim that, even if the natl?ns poo_r for a gen~rat1on or ~ore. levelling· off the growe.rs' income. Money pa,d 
growers do not get a return adequate to meet There wlll be little money, If any, a;va1IabJe . intQ the fund in a good ye3.:r is not the asset 
cost of nroduction, it would pay the govern· for th~ .purchG~:se of other than es~ent1al com- of the indxvid!!al grower-he has no claim on 
ment to subsidise the industry to full cost moditiElS ?f hfe. No doubt _fru1t could be it :personally, On the other hand, every 
of production. We can only measure ~he sold, but It would be at a pnce much lo!"er grower has a claim on the fund even if he
value of these claims by past facts, present than would retu~n our costs of production. has not contributed to it. It would be of 
conditions and future prospects. ~o~e say ~ere Is. a .mark~t for large quan- interest to take a poll of growers on the 

FACTS OF THE PAST ttt_1es of drted frlllts lll Asta, but surveys of broad issue on these lines: 
What are the facts of the past? With lo~er th-1s market in pr_e-war years failed to find the .('~) Aie. you in favor of a guaranteed aver-

prices than those at which we could possibly buyer~ or any. hkely demand for any large age price for 5 years with surplus pro-
})roduce, we have seen, in years of good crops, quantity of fruit. ceeds over cost of production, plus a 
fruit carried over on the export mark~ts f_or The claim that greater consumption may mar.gin of profit, pooled in a stabilisa-
18 months after it was harvested. Cahforma, be looked ~or in the near future must be tion fund, or 
offering fruit at £18/13Z4 a ton, had t_o leave largely discounted; however, We must not (b) . Are you in favor of continuance of the 
thousands of tons of f_rUlt on the vines m some lightly overlook the fact of decreased produc- existing system, whereby you are ell-
years. Over-productiOn .was so pronounced tion of dried fruit in California and Greece. abled to build up a pen:onal reserve 
that 100,000 -acres. of v~nes wer~ uprooted. If the diversion of raisin grapes for wine- fund from surplus proceeds in good 
For three years Immediately pr~or to the making and spirit distilling is likely to be of a years, 
war, a government sche~e was m force ~o permanent nature, thereby reducJng the rai-sin Many interesting phases occur in <;O'bning 
rem eve 50,000 tolls of f~tt from the world 8 crop to a substantial degree; ii the damag0 the pr.ablem. It may be assumed that, in a 
markets. This was available for export ::t to currant vineyards in Greece is of a I)er~ five-year plan, we _would have two or three 
£20 a ton, but there were no buyers. It 18 manent nature creating a "substantial reduc- years of good returns which would enable a 
admitted that Australi~ sold all her produc- Hon in export trade-then it is possible we ~ good build-up of the fund. In later years, we. 
tion_, but. this was entt;ely due to the be~'!'l- shall have opportunity for expansion of trad.e could expect lower prices, with many mora 
fits arising from Eropir~ Preference, WhlC!I in existing markets. There should be a ,care- -producers (those now planting or shortly to 
proved, too great a handicap to our- competl- ful and immediate examination of these fac~ plant) to draw _on the fund. . Those who 
tors. Whether we could have marketed more tors by the Government to determine· if any created the fund would only share it in part. 
fruit successfully under Empire Prefere:Jce further expansion should be undertaken jn AgRin, it ~s tb,e return per acre, not per ton, 
is open to question. There was no quest10n Australia at this time. which counts with most growers. It cos1 s 
of shortage of fruit in any F?~pire market MARKETS MUST BE PAYABLE nearly as much to produce 20 cwt. as 40 cwt. 
prior to the war, and competltlon for sales . . · to the acre, but there is no protection for ·the 
waS keen. The Export Control Board left 'rhe claim that expansiOn should proceed., grower who suffers losses from hail, frost or 
no doubt in its expressed v~ews about the based on general statements that markets can rain, and who, in a year of claim <lll the 
necessity for limitation of productio~. Thera be found, . and that growers shoul~ be guar- fund, would have only a partial recovery, as 
is nothing in the past history of the m~ustry anteed cost o_f production, ~~respective of m~r~ against the grower fortunate enough to avoid 
to justify the view that a great expans1on of ket re~urns, mtro~u~es a phase of economKs seasonal losses. The average grower would 
production is warranted. to wh~ch the ~aJority of grov.:ers_ could not pr.obably prefer to pay off his mortgage or 

FACTS OF THE PRES_F-NT subscn~e .. It lS no use exJ;l_ectmg to market other liabilities,- carrying interest at 4li: per 
Now let us look at the present. It i~ p!ob· our frmt m some markets that. are. payable cent. or more, than have profits lYing- in a 

able we could market successfully at thiS time and at a lower. non-pa_yab~e pn~e m oth€r fund ·-earning interest at possibly '2 pet' cent. 
150 000 tons of dried fruits. I! we consider markets. No dned frUits Importmg country or less. 
9o,Ooo tons as average production, it indicat{3s wi!l for _long pay a highe:: price than that COST OF PRODUCTION IMPORTANT 
a potential market for 60,000 tons more than bemg paid by other countries. It would not Let .us assume, however, that a majority of 
we are produciug. What are the reasons f?r b_e long before all export market_s would M growers favored the sche:ffie, and it was de
i!l.is? California, the biggest producer of rals- listed -a_t the low·n?n-paya_ble price.. Past cided to ·put it into effect. It would be neces
ins in the world, with a crop <lf 397,870 tons lessons m regard to mdustries producmg more sary, first of all, to decide what was the 
:In 1943, _produced only 242,000 tons i;t 194~~ than markets can. absorb (wheat, rubber, cof· average eost of production. This has caused 
and estimates to produce 175,000 tons m 194•:~. fee, cotton- and tm are examples) prov~ that a lot of argument in regard to wheat-:l.t 
The decline is due to the demand for grapes the fate of the producers concerned IS n.Jt would cause more in respect to dried fruits 
I ,I 
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because of more varied items which make up 
costs. On pure' assumption and withoUt com· 
mitment or detail, let us assume the average 
cost was fixed at £40 per ton. Past returns 
show that currant growers would contributP
little or nothing to the scheme, but might be 
heavy claimants. It Would be necessary, there· 
fore, to have separate funds for each fruit
currants, sultanas and lexias. We can proceed 
with the assumption in respect to a sultana 
pool as an example-

Calculate cost of production as £40 per ton. 
Calculate average sweat box return for two 

years as £48 per ton. 
Calculate the average crop as 60,000 tons. 
Payments to the fund for 1947 and 19-!8 

would be £960,000. 
In 1949 anything may happen, but let us 

assume a drop of £8 a ton as the worst
there would be no claim on the fund-pr')
vided our calculation· of a £40 a ton cost is the 
basic factor. 

It would not be unreasonable to assume 
that the end of the first five years of the plan 
would find the industry with an equalisation 
fund of around a million pounds . A decision 
would then have to be mad·e on continuance 
or dis~ontinuance Of the~ scheme. Prospects 
by that time would probably be less favorable 
than now, and there would be more likelihood 
of support for the fund than there would be 
at the present time. 

At this time growers are making a good 
margin of profit. In the years prior to the 
war· they were producing on a bare margin of 
profit. The. averag.e grower conSiders it is 
only right he should have opportunity to pay 
off his liabilities and to create some reserves. 
There are many soldiers from World War I 
in the industry who; for the first time in 20 
years, have. the opportunity to build up a re
serve of finance . They want these reserves for
improvements to their properties-for house 
improvements, furnishings and equipment, fo"' 
drainage, pipe lines, racks, implements, etc.
as soon as labor and materials are available. 
It is a good thing. for the industry generally 
that these financial reserves are available. 
Cash reserves are valuable in all phases or 
organised finance and industrial undertakinga 
-they are just as valuable in primary pro
duction. 

PROFITABLE PRICES NOW 
The average grower looks _f-orward to an~ 

other year or two of profitable prices, and 
would be averse to a plan which would 
deprive him of his personal rights in these 
profits. It w-ould be hard to convince him 
that the benefits of a stabilisation or equali~ 
sation plan would outweigh the immediate 
sacrifice of nart of his profits.- Our industry 
is placed in- a different position from the wheat 
industry at this time. The export price o:f 
wheat is very high, compared with home cou
sumption or ·cost of production prices. There 
is ample margin for establishment of a fund 
from export 'returns, without reducing the ·re
turn per bushel to the producer. Export pricea 
for dried fruits are still lower than home 
consumption price£; returns are not so high 
comparatively in relation to cost of produc
tion; a fund could not be established without 
substantially reducing the existing rate per 
ton bEiing paid to growers. 

STEADY ,REMUNERATIVE PRICES 
NECESSARY 

-E-conomists and leaders of political thought 
fairly gene-rally agree that -one of the elements 
necessary for financial stability and continued 
industrial progress is a steady and remunera
tive price for primary products. They .main 
tain that, in seasons of depressed prices. it 
would be to national advantage to subsidise. 
production_ to payable levels. This is a serious 
problem in a country such as Australia, where 
such a large proportion Of primary production 
is exported ·to markets not subject to price 
control. Our economists look further afield, 
and are planning· toward international trad~ 

· a~reements, under which production will be 
planned and fostered, rather than restricted; 
that eonsumption will be increased by propa
ganda and developmental plans; that mint
mum price levels will be maintained to 
stabilise production ~nd maximum levels to 
protect the consumers. These plans see-m 
Utopian and beyond practical achievement. 
but experience of primary producers between 
the two world wars justifies the hope that 
s-ome forward move in this sphere of progress 
will be made. It is a movement which de
serves their suwort. E-xPerience in the U.S.A. 
in pre-war Years disclosed that a strictiy, 
national policy along these lines cannot be re
garded as successful-it must be international. 

It is natural that our Governments should 
claim that the right time to establish ths 
foundation of such a plan is a time such as 
producers are having now-in ·a period· of re---

can be started from annual pro.fits. It is just 
as natural that growers should pi"Otest again-st 
the scheme- when they- see opportunity zur 
making a profit. Unbiassed. and competent 
opinion should be sought on the proposal be· 
fore it is adopted by the dried fruits industry. 
We have problems to face in our high· cost 
of production, as compared with competing 
countries on pre-war standards. We may have. 
to face these conditions in future. Would· a 
world-standard production cost be such as 
would enable us pr.oduce ~at a profit? This is 
a vital factor for consideration. Not all 
world thought favors these control p.lans. The 
National City-Bank of New York, in a bulletin 
issu-ed in November, 1944, stated on this sub
ject:-;. 

"The development of 'planhed' or 'managed' 
agriculture in this country is being a-ccom
panied by development of planned or mar.
aged agriculture on a world-wide scale. It 
is time to ask- whether it will be worth its 
costs, in the ·form of artificially high -pticea 
for the benefit of high-cost producers a!l'l 
of the export Subsidies. These costs -Will 
fall .. upon· the consumers and taxpaYers of 
the pro-dUcing· countries. How long will 
they be considered worthwhile? 

"To justify these· plans many of their 
su-pporters have argued that the- need ·wW 
be temporary; t})_at the programmes will 
cushion the impact of. the over-production 
and give opportunity for needed readjust-
ment. including shifting into Other cropg. 
rehabilitating lands, and shifting the sul"
plus producers into other- occupations. The 
lesson of experience, however, seems to be 
that 'cushioning' is chiefly another name for 
delay or prevention o.f adjustments, which 
perpetuates the need for the programmes. 

"It is something to ponder_ that the· 
farmers of the country, who' tht.'Oughout itS 
history have been the staunchest defenders 
of independence and free enterprise, are 
now finding- themselves_ trapped,·- as th~ 
inexorable consequences of the policy who:se 
evolution began with the Federal Farm 
Board, in a programme of 'planned' agri~ 
culture under which they must be subject 
to regimentation as far ahead as anvone cau 
see." · 

-CONTROL OF FARM PRICES 
In the Toronto "Financial Post," of 22ntl 

June, 1946, as article on c-ontrol of farm prices 
(JUOted:-

.. It is not the fa$hionc,_,_ in certain agt!-
cultural circles today to speak with a.o.:r 
approval of the old law {)f , supply and 
demand. That sort -of thing is supposed, 
to be hopelessl-y: O!-!t of date, much too. 
primitive for dealing with the complex 
marketing problems of the present. Instead, 
the talk is all about floor and ceiling prices, 
subsidies, bonuses, quotas, priorities and . 
other forms of State and group controls. 

"During and since the war, Canadian 
farmers have had ~ good deal of experience 
with that sort of regimentation, mi'd few· 
observers can honestly say that they are 
very happy about it. In fact, there is much 
more than a suspicion that farmers are dis-
tinctly_ dissatisfied. · 

"Some farmers, at any rate, are not con
vinced that the old simple system _was so 
bad. When supply and demand functioned 
freely, there were wide swings in .prices. 
it is true, but so were there wide swings in 
farm production." 
The lessons of pre-war years teach us that 

we must be r&lalistic. as well as -idealistic in 
our consideration of probl~ms. This is a proP
lem which calls for the apr:ication of_ the two 
factors. It calls for the most thorough study 
by competent leaders in tAe- .industrial, tinan
cial and economic spheres. The industry_ 
might well ask the Government to set up such 
a committee of inquiry to guide not _only this 
but other grouns of exporting industries con· 
cerned in the problem. 

Might I add that the Gover.nment has 
annOunced that while lt is prepared to estab· 
lish any e-qualisation plan f.or any primarY 
producers, the plan will have to S;tand on its 
own feet. 

There was general ap-plause when ·Mr. 
Mailoch completed his address. 

Mr. D. c. WinterbOttom (Victoria): Both, 
Mr. Till and Mr. Malloch are to be congratu
lated on their reports; betwe-en the two we 
shoUld get somewhere. 'Mr. Til! has said that 
we have two years in which to try to work 
out some plan. It has taken him -and Mt·o 
Malloch some time-to prepare. their statements, 
and "it will also take us some time to study 
them. Mr. Till's figures show the returns in 
their most favorable light. We find that in 
the years in which you had a good price the 
tonnages- were doWn, and every time you hafl 
the high returns your prices were down. The 
only way to get t~e tr'!:J.e average is to take 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fenci~g products "(wire netting, 

· barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an . . . 
essential place in defence and in order to maintain mrocimum . . 
prodUction for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. I -•;J 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire· products and tlleir 

customers may be &ssured that when normal times return, full 
supplies will again be made available, and ill the meantime iJ 
will ~e realised that any inconvenience caused by the pre~n~ 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: 422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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pia~ to be ··self~supporting. w~ :sh<mld not 
a.Ct until ·we ---hav-e .a :cl-eai-er i-ile-a· of..:the- pOsi· 
tiOn; :arid· not ·make any d-efinite mo-ve --when 
We" are ·-g-ettini-- aloD:g · .. fairly -- W'ell. As an 

.the .average tonnage-and work:out the return 
·trom:tWit. ,Mr.-'Fill4;.'Biatement, -therefor-e, will 
Work out rather Jdgh. ~ •. During- the war -W-e 
bave --had -.-a better_ -tinie,- an·d.:.- carrying -On .-·that 
set of figures .I gaVe· the S.A. committee -to 
the -year 1939~40, I fi-nd that the av-era-g-e -ret~rn 
per grower was:-

-----amendment I ·would move that the· Federal 
Council ·requests the -Board to give full -con· 
si-deration to a stabilisation· plan for the indus~ 
try and report ·to -the next Federal C_ou~cil._ 

1940-41 
19!c1-42 
1942-42 •• 

19_43-44 •••• -
1944-45 •• 

£323 
£402 
£730 

· •• - £800 
£462 

The. last year quoted, 1944-45, was a light 
crop year; -although the priceS then were so -
fav-orable, nearly 50 per· cent. of these men 
Only showed what you would consider the 
basic wage and under,· and only 50 per cent. 
had more than what you would consider a 
basic wage income. Some of the individual 
returns included in those averages were fQr 
citrus as· well as dried fruits, and those 
growers would show un well compared with 
purely dried· fruit growers. That shows the 
~etback that comes_ when w.e have a light 
season. The seasons 1942, 1943 and 194-:l 
were flush crops which brought our volume 
up. Even with present prices, if we come 
down to light crops we are only receiving cost 
of production .... There is much to be gained 
from hath, sides. Mr. Malloch shows that the 
danger is that a guaranteed price may cause 
an over-production: If we do have over
production, that is the. time when the growers 
will be hit. We h~.tve -had tonnages which 
we could sell even at <!- low prke; in the 
U.S.A. they have had tonnages that they could 
not sell even at a low· price. 

EFFECT OF TAXATION 

There is one point in connection with the 
stabilisation of wheat which has 'impressed 
;me, and I do not want to see it applied in 
our industry. In the ·wheat case the inci
dence o( income tax is an important factor. 
Before the war we were not concf)rned witll 
income tax; we thought we were, and com
plained about it. We have now been told 
that income tax is going tO stay. Men who 
have had a number of bad years would be 
glad to have the use of the money from their 
:first bumper crop, but the income tax depart~ 
ment will want the big bulk of it. It is quite 
possible for 50 per cent. of that bumper crop 
return to go into inc_ome tax; the grower's 
losses are not considered. In a bad year the 
grower not only loses his income, but in a 
good year he is not allowed to recoup h.is 
losses before paying his tax. That is one {'f 
the big problems we will have to face in cOn· 
nection with an equalisation plan. 

LIMITATION OF AREA 

Mr. J. B. Murdoch· (South Australia): I 
would like to add my voice in congratulati-oa 
to the people who -have- submitted these state· 
ruents on- a subject that is engrossing the 
minds of the people throughout the Common· 
wealth. There seem t_o be <i.Imost insuper· 
able barriers to the expansion of production 
and expansion of area. There should be a. 
limitation of area, but that is contrary to ''the 
desire of the Governmen-t and of the returned 
.soldiers to put men on the land. The Liberal 
Party is now talking about a rural stabilis3.~" 
tion board .... A guaranteed price, however, 
may penalise quality and efficiency, inasmuch 
as you place all ptoducers on the same basis 
and those wlw were efficient might be carry
ing those who were not so efficient. 

AMENDMENT PROPOSED 

Mr. A. Rawlings (Victoria): I would like to 
seCond that aniendment. I :feel that great 
issues itr-e involved ; as _,between --GoVernment 

.. stabilisation and the present method. in 
some areas it is impDssible to get the Aus
tralian .cost of production, and you w-ould 
need a hardships board to deal with_ them. 
Mr. Malloch has given us a wonderful survey 
of the position, and of what would happen 
for and against stabilisation. I congratulate 
Mr. Malloch on giving_ every angle and rami· 
fication of this matter. If we are to have a 
stabilisation or equalisation plan, let us run 
it with our own men on the Export control 
Board.· lf the Government is going to spread 
returns over a period we would sooner hav-e 
our own men control the fUnd. The Boa.-·d 
of Management should be kept posted with all 
developments, and at the next Federal Councll 
it could put something before us. 

MOTION WITHDRAWN 

Mr. Till: I am pleased with the discussion 
that has taken place. I am satisfied that the 
amendment would fill the bill, and would be 
prepared to withdraw the motion and sub
stitute the amendment. 

The Chairman (Mr .. L . .B. O'Donnell): The 
amendment by Mr. Gordon and Mr. Rawlings 
is now the motion. Any further discusf$ion? 

Mr. H. D. Howie (South Australia): Are 
you disregarding the last clause in Mr. Mal
loch's statement, calling for a committee of 
inquiry to guide this -and other exporting in· 
dustry groupS? Would ·the Federal Bureau 
of Economics be the body to refer it to? 

Mr. Malloch: I think it w-ould. 

It was then agreed: "That Federal Coun
cil requests the Board of Management to 
give full consideration to the question of a 
stabilisation plan for the industry and repo'rt 
to the next Council meeting." 

Mr. John Gordon (Victoria): We are all 
satisfied that at some stage we may have to 
face .this problem. -We have in the- Board of 
Management's report indicated to the authori· 
ties that the position might arise, and _ W"SJ 
may have to come to them at some stage for 
assistance in marketing any surplus from 
increased ·plantings ..•• I think it is a little 
early to make a move on the lines of Mr. 
Till's statement. A good many things might 
happen to force the primary producer back 
and the secondarY fndustries up. There may 
be a repetitiOn· of the stage in U.S.A. where 
Roosevelt had to raise the leyel of the Pri· 
mary producer's returns. We should watch 
what is coming out of the present industrial" 
unrest, and the Arbitration Court's decision 
on hours and the basic wage. We shall then 
be in a better position to decide if we want to 
go to the Commonwealth and· ask it to. -set 
up some equalisation sYstem. I do not think 
that g:ro'wers as a ·whole . would ·favor soine 
Government body_ .or .the GoYernment --holding_ 
any reserves in place ot themselves. We 
know: that the Government wants any such , 

- ViCtorian DiStnDuton; : 
JlAMSA Y _ & _ TREGANOWAN , LTD~ 

r ..... -... iii:·iALLocii .. A:i .............. l 
1 GENEVA 1 
l Appreciation of 1 
l Responsibility l 
§ At the April meeting of the A.O.F.A. § 
§ Board of Management satisfaction was ~ 
• expressed that Mr. P~ter_ Mal-loch, h.a::i :: 

. been -appointed-·.to- advise the· ·officia-l 
delegation to Geneva where the prefer~ 
ences that' so affed .this industry are 
being di-scussed. MemberS of the 
Board, who have long appreciated M~. 
Malloch's study of world commerce re· 

. lati'ons, -were unanimous in the opinion 
that the -choice by the Commonwealth 
was .a wise -one, :and the good ·wishes ·ot 
the industry were extended to Mr. Mai· 
loch. 

Replying to this gesture, Mr. Malloc.ll 
stated that he was naturally apprecia-· 
tive of the confidence and goodwill, -but 
added that the work called for a great 
deal of concentration, and felt that the 
gesture of his fellow-members helped 
him, particularly after they had heard 
hi"s outline of the policy he intended to 
adopt at the conference. 

In outlining this policy Mr. Malloch 
referred to corresp-::ndence he "'~'-:' ~-:>
ceived during his preliminary enquiries 
from all dried fruits producing countries, ~ 
together with that from sour-ces in the ~ 
United Kingdom. g 

A TOP-GRADE 
CONSIGNMENT 
When you specify thiS 
range of l.C.l. Depend
able Plant Protection 
Products: 

* "PESPRUF' 
D.D_ T. Dusts and Emul· 
sions. 

*"CuPROX' 
Copper Fungicidal 
Spray . 

*'PHYOMONE' SPRAY 
Prevents pre~ harVest 
drop. 

* "SHIRLAN' AG. 
FUNGICIDE 
For Mould and Mildew. 
WINTER WASH "'A'" 
and CAPSINE 
For control of green 
and black aphis. 

* "HORTOMONE' ""A" 
Plant Hormones -to 
stimulate root growth 
of cuttings. 

* "WETOMIC' SULPHUR 
The efficient wettable 
Sulphur Spray. 

*"AGRAL" 
Wetters and spreaders 
for all sprays. 

*"ATLACIDE' 
The efficient non-poi· 
-son-ous weed killer. 

· '*'Ti'i:Ide Marks Fte9-istered 

DEPENDABLE I 
PLANT llci\ PROTECTION .· 

e'PRODUCTS 

'''''''''''"""""'·" 
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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 

Commonwealth Prices --Stabilisation 
Fixing-- Dietillation -- Bud 

Selection •• Distribution 
Grade 

Since the last price rise for the Commonwealth market some three years 
ago vine fruit growers have had a series of misfortuntes that have involved 
serious losses which, with greatly increased cost and additional expense in 
regard to the salvaging of fruit, have put a great many growers back finan
cially. The records of the Industry do not show a worse three year period 
.than the one under review. It is the first time since 1 926 that fruit has had to 
be taken off the racks and destroyed. The Association has constantly watched 
every avenue of obtaining increased returns and some markets are now -more 
in line with the increased costs. _However, the real problem lies in the policy of . 
the Commonwealth Government which has eliminated subsidies and is properly 
endeavouring to maintain pegged prices for the essentials of life. When an 
industry such as dried fruits which has to stand up to all the increased local 
costs and exports a very high portion of its products, meets a run of three bad 
years, a position arises when direct approach to the Government becomes 
necessary. At the last meeting of the Board of Management this course was 
decided upon, and a case has been prepared for an increase in the 194 7 prices 
for Sultanas and Currants. Details of this matter, together with other items 
dealt with, are set out in this survey of the work of the Board. 

~ 

ASSOCIATION 
This case has now been completed and at 

time of_ writi-ng no word has been received 
from the prices briinch regarding a . date for 
the hearing. EY.!,denOO ·at which will be sub
mitted by Messrs. Winterbottom and Ward 
and two of the South Australian members ot 
the Committee. 

MATTER OF GOVERNMENT POLICY 

As the result of all the above is ·of _such vital 
interest to growers who have had three con· 
secutive bad years it is· of interest to briefly 
examine some o! the features of the position. 
T·he whole matter is one that must eventually 
and ine-vitably become one of Government 
policy. On the one hand the question of policy 
of any exporting industry in keeping faith 
with its overseas markets, -particularly Britain 
so urgently in need of food, must be guided 
b-y the financial position of the producers to 
carry the· cost of underselling on the higher 
priCe home market to enable the humane 
gesture to be made. A stage. has been reached 
when it is a real sacrifice on the part or 
producers who are, a great many of them, 
getting back to where they were pre-war 
in their financial 'position. The loss of yield 
together with the soaring -costs and the 
costly salva.ge, have precipitated a serioas 
position. 

At the April meeting o-f the Board full con
sideration was given to the matter of returns 
to growers, particularly in regard to currants 
and sultanas. A survey of the conditions 
showed that very h.eavy losses had taken place 
again for the 1947 season and that a great deal 
of concern was ·felt in the producing_ areas. 

DEPUTATION TO MINISTER OF 

COMMERCE. 
Following discussion and after consultation 

with the Export Control Board and the Con
sultative Committee of the State Boards it was 

Normally, an industry was ·able to balance 
a year of drought or elemental loss on the 
law of supply and demand, and so adjust its 
p.rice to some extent of re-imbursement. How
ever, with the present policy of price peggirig 
remaining near·static despite wage increase;:; 
and shorter hours, and all the other loadings 
on industry, the position of the dried fruii;.~ 
industry, so largely dependent on export must 
become a difficult one following the seasons 
referred to. The committee dealing with the 
case for the Prices Branch estimates that a 
rise of Hd on local prices is needed to re
i.mburse the. grower his costs an_d margins. 

decided to wait on the Minister of Commerco::l This immediately brings about a contr2-
and Agriculture (The Hon. R. T. P-ollard, tempts and if Government policy is not elas
MHR) and st~te a case for a subsidy on frllit tic enough to enable some adjustment on 
diverted to export that could have been sold local prices, it must mean that the growers 
in the Commonwealth, at higher. prices, and to of the product are being unduly penalized, 
discuss with the Minister the matter '"of policy under a system that is gradually getting out 
in regard to price increase in the Common- of hand. 

In this connection a letter 'was received from 
the ADF A River Coullcil. of South Australia as 
follows: 

"At a meeting of my Council held this day, 
the following Resolution was carried and I am 
directed to forward this to you for the con· 
JSideration of the. Board of Management: 

• 

'Owing to the losses by rain and extremely 
high cost of harvest and the disproportion· 
ate return .received by Growers who- drie.i 
their fruit as against those who_ sold drietl 
:vine- fruit varieties on the "fresh" market-

That the Commonwealth Government be 
aproached for-

1. A substantial increase in Australian 
price. 

2. A subsidy of at least £5 
exports'." 

per ton on .. all 

The following letter was also received from 
the. River Council passing a submission by the 
Berri Branch -to the effect that: 

i'• 

1. No dried fruits be diverted from the Aus
tralian market to -a lower priced. 

2. Any dried fruits in excess of the full re· 
quirements of the Australian market be 
disposed of to the most favorably priced 
market. 

3. The Commonwealth Government be 
·asked for a ~:mbsidy for the difference. be· 
tween the exPort market price and the 
Australian price. 

wealth mar"ket. However, the case for the industry is a 
The Minister was not sympathetic and was sound one, and there is one precedent <1! 

of tb,e opinion that the growers were in a recent happening that affords reason for op
position to carry any price difference on di-ver·~- timism-that of the meat price· rise follow
ted fruit and that the industry had an obliga- ing the action of stock breeders whose posi
tion to maintain supplies to its preference mar- tion was aggravated by droughts and i.U.
kets. He stated, in regard to a price rise, creasing costs. 
that the matter did riot come within hls 
ambit. and referred the· deputation to the 
Prices Branch. The devutation was led by 
the.chairman of the Export Control' Board (Mr 
Gilbert) who was supported by speakers from 
that Board, the Consultative Committee and 
the ADFA. 

INREASE SOUGHT IN LOCAL"p,c;CE 1 

. Following_ the interview it was resolved by 
the ·Board ·of Management to earl-y on w-ith a 
case to the Prices Branch for an increase in 
the Commonwealth- for currants and sultanas, 
and the folloWing committee was appointed to 
.;:omplete the details: 

Messrs. H. D. Howie, J. McKay_, R. M. Simes 
and E. N. Seary, SOUth Australia; D. C. Win
terbOttom and c: J. Ward, ·victoria. A. G. 
Watt, ~rest Australia. 

STABILIZATION PLAN 
Reference has been made in recent issues 

of the "News" to this matter to the effect 
that the industry had under consideration .a 
case in readiness shoUld it be asked to con
tribute to some form ·of guaranteed cost ot 
production along the lines of the Wheat Bill. 

In this connection a letter was received 
from the Barmera Branch to the effect that 
it was not in favor ot a contributory stabili
zation scheme,. 

The Board or Management has had this 
matter in mind tor some while, but has de
cided that _as the whole position is so tied 
up with the ·decisions of the present Geneva 
Conference, . which Mr. Malloch is .attending. 
no good purpose can be served in finalisin.:; 
the case at this stage. 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL .YARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

'*"· -PACKING HOUSEl! AJ: 

Iqmple, Merbein and Red Clift's 
HEAD.OFFICE: IRYMPLE 

Union AIIOU~ftCG SOCiety~-· 
~ M.anuru-
Tinlf "!:lm Power W~ 

·AGE N C I E-8: 
A.M.P. Sooloty 
London 4 L&nc_l.., .lna111'11ftce Co. Ltd. 
~ntlnel Power Du8ter 

We Supply All Grow-ers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
---------·· .,.,, 
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GRA.DE,'FI~I·NG ,f;'ljOCEDURE, 
In the ·last"issue· of the." _"}ITews" reference 

was· ni<ide .. to a · m-eetill& .o-t th·e·: G-rade FiXIng 
·co~mittee held :at Mildllra dUring Which, s 
meniber of Victorian State 'Board ·stated: that, 
in his opinion----'and he thought, in the opiniou 
of members of his- :aoard--;-th_e ,_ question of 
grade ._.fiXing ,_-sliquld .be left entirely to a com
-mittee of Commerce I)epartment inspe_9tors. 

This matter came befote the- Board ~of- the 
·ADFA and- it was ·considered that, ··as the 
ADFA had initiated gi-ade fixing and was 
responsible. for maintaining a fair balance 
between growe-r a-nd consumer, in respect to 
gra_de ·values," If had ~-right_ to. partidpate fn 
the deliberat-ions. ·with ·a view to having th~ 
whole question openly discU_ssed by growers' 
representati-ves · from- all States, the Board 
decide·d to- have- the matter- listed for debate 
at the next Federal Council of the ADF A. 

CURRANTS AND SULTANAS FOR 
DISTILLATION: 

Following representations bY the Associ.-:1-
tion to th.e Department of Commerce and 
Agriculture, to fix a ·price for fresh Currants 
and Sultanas for use in wineries and dis
tilleries at a figure which would prohibit 
their use, the following letter dated 5th. March, 
1947, was received from the Department o~ 
Commerce and Agriculture: 

"I desire to· refer to previous correspon
dence in connection with the fixation of the 
price for Currant and Suhana Grapes for the 
1947 vintage. 

This matter was taken up with the _Minister 
for~ Trade and Customs with the object uf 
examining the possibility of fixing such 
priCes for these .SrapeS as would prev~::>nt 
their use in wineries and distilleries. Very 
careful Consideration was given to the pr,J~ 
posals in this connection, but· it was found 
that the price fixing powers did not permit 
of the determination of prohibitive prices as 
suggested ·by the dried frults ·industry. 
- As you will no doubt already be awa::e, 

the wine grape prices for the present season 
were fixed- at the same rate as O!lerated last 
year:• . _ 

The story behind this subject is of interest, 
particularly as regards the repercussions, the 
:first of which is obvious-that every ton •>! 
dryable fruit that is- allowed to go into wine 
means so much less that the Commonwealth 
can make available as food for Britain. The 
Minister was sympathetic, but the nolicy t1f 
the Government did not provide for any 
amendment to the Prices Act. ·This at a time 
when the Government states all the food. pos
sible is being diverted to Britain. The second 
repercussion d~veloped in the producing areas 
where' selfish growers took the line of least 
resistance and better returns and many 
thouS"ands of tons of .good fruit we'nt to win~ 
erie·s; thus creating a problem for the ADFA 
and Export Board in maintaining supp-lies 
to established preference markets, and- add
ing a further burden on growers who loyally, · 
an.d far-sightedly, decided. to cater for our 
overseas and home markets. 

A furthei:r repercussion might easily be that 
the diversion of fruit to this avenue, creating, 
as it does,_ an artificial shortage 'in a year of 
natural shortage, will precipitate a demand for 
further expansion of the industry greater than 
is warranted by the apParent unusual positi.pn 
due to the series of bad years. The wine 
position is one of war-time afterma&, and· the 
dried fruits grower has to seriously consid'er 
whether he "ta-ke the cash in hand and waive 
the rest," as th.e Rubiatt says, or to be one 
and loyal to an organisation that has always 
been his foster parent through all the vicissiM 
t}ldes. 

BUD SELECTION SOCIETY 
(SOUTH AUSTRALIA) . 

Over the past several years the matter of 
true~to-type nursery supplies to the industry 
has been the cause of concern, and the Federal 
Council has constantly urged the exploration 
of all avenues of protection of growers. The 
Board of Management has been in contact 
with the several State Governments with a 
view to having legislation enacted to protect 
the position, but with partial success. At the 
last meeting of the Board a report was re· 
ceived from· the Tree Fr.uits Committee, which 
acts in an advisory capacity to the Board. to 

~~ 

AUSTR.AUA:N DRIED FRUlTSv.NEW:S, ·MAY,· ll>'V>· 

. tit to the ind_~stry." It wa_s- de_c_i~~d _to noll\h)at~ 
Mr. MUrdoch- ;i_S a- member· Of_ the· Co·oif~i'~t_in;. 
SelectiOn Society, aD.d that' he be authorised· to
Promise a lOaD. Of £50 _from:· Ute· A.D.F.A. t~ 
wards the ' initial ·foundation expense and 
arraD.ge the terms of repayment. 

COMMONWEALTH D)STRIBUTION 

The success of the A.D.F.A. lies greatly_ :u 
its co~optillg· o~ the several ·interests-the 

·.grower, the packer, the agent, and the mer
chant. Very little of import is decided with· 
out reference to ·the seCtion appropriate to th~ 
matter in hand. In short,. the dried fruits set. 
up is an entity in a classification so- differer: 
to the usual divided interests that it has be
come a ·model of organisation ·amongst pri~ 
mary_ industries. The antithesis of this set-11r; 
is the .procedure where a producer loses all 

·control of his product the moment he rails :t 
·to the market. 

As part of this system a very useful put, 
pose is served when the Board of Manag~
ment :rrieets the merchants periodically. Dur
ing the .recent meeting of· the A.D.F.A. Bor.rd 
the Federal Merchants• section dealing with 
dried fruits met the -executive .Qf th.e industry 
when t:b.e folloWing matters were dealt with:-

PRUNES - NON·ASSOCIATION 

COMPETITION 

Merchants' representatives complained that 
they were receiving serious compe-tition from 
non~association fruit in New South Wales and 
Queensland; that whilst they were only re
ceiving liniited quantities, :their buyers were 
able to secure considerabiy larger parcels froxn 
non-associatiori sources. They also mentioned 
that non-association fruit was being sold at 
hi.gher prices than A.D.F.A. 

Mr. Howie advised that the position of non
association prunes was causing the A.D.F.!L 
concern, and that the position was being care
fully considered. 

PRESS ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Merchants' repreSentatives .said that thi~ 
year all sorts of statements had appeared iu 
the Press regarding the damage that had taken 

"place in connection with the·- s~vere climatic 
conditions the producing areas had experi· 
enced, and :recommended that the A.D.F.A. 
should ~consider- making someone respOnsible 
foi- Press announcements. It was Pointed out 
that it was extremelY ·difficult to control Press 
announcements, but that the request would 
receive consideration. 

FRUIT PER RAIL 

Owing to shipping diffi-culties, it has been 
f-0Bnd necessary to send fruit from producing 
areas in Victoria to New South Wales and 
Queensland by rail, and merchants' representa~
tives requested that the extra charges involved 
should be paid ·by ·the 'A.D.F.A.; also that, 
irrespective of geographical position; the price 
of dried fruit should be the same in all centres. 

Mr. Howie intimated that consideratio:.:t 
would be given to the request. 

COMMONWEALTH SUPPLIES. 

Merchants',sepresentatives stated that there 
_was an increasing demand· for dried fruits . 
from all quarters, and they reco~mended that 

incr-eased _qua~titi~s should ·be -ma(:].e.---~-vaiiable 
fOr ihe: Com~'onwealih.' · Mor_eQv~r.:.-uiey::-w~ra 
anxioUS "if it Were. found -necessary --to .. :ra'tion 
fruit this year that quotas should be annOunced 
as · Sooil aS pOSsible. -

·Mr. Howie stated that unfortunately 1t 
would not be possible to· meet the requests 
from. the various markets, .as the production 
this __ year was ve-ry -light _owing to climatic 
conditions, "but that an announcement as to the 
quotas that could be made available to mer~ 
chants Would be made within the- next f~w 
days. 

In amplification of the above extracts from 
the minutes of the. Board meeting it is of 
interest to growers to have a general com~ 
mentary on the items set out. 

PRUNES POSITION 

The hist9ry of prunes is -on~ -.-pf . violep.t 
fluctuations. When the A.D.F.A. was. asked to 
list prunes. the grower was not--getting. the cost 
of production. He was at ·th:e -·mercy ot the . 
organised buying coterie that bought for what 
it offered. Since the A.D.F.A. took over the 
prunes _the_ growers_·,hav_t; been able to look 
back on the o1d dayS and appreciate the new 
Eet-up. However, the war-time position has 
created problems, and· we find the bla~k 
market evil operating to the eXtent of dis
rupting the organised marketing of this fru.it. 
The A.D.F".A. cannot counter the _:black mar
keteering, but it can ·advise that great areas 
of pruneS Will be planted under the soldier 
settlement schemes; and that the· day ca:u 
come again, if the A.D.F_.A. is forced ·to vacate 
price -control, when the price ·will be what :s 
offered. It must be remembered c' that the 
speculator is forced to base his price on tbe 
farm a bit above A.D.F.A .. · If there is no 
A.D.F.A. price he sets his· own. 

COMMONWEALTH TRAD•E 
SUPPLIES. 

In the· matter of sUpplies of fr'uit availabl '-" 
for Commonwealth trade, this qu€stion hing'"'' 
to a gteat extent on the need 'for growers ":\) 
dry every possible· berry of fruit. It has be·~J: 
stated earlier in this -review of- the "ActiYW•2'' 
of the AssociatioD." ·that the-_illdustry mu->:: 
keep faith with its ._established buyers; that 
any wilful diversion Of ·goOd fruit must 
eventually dislocate· the goodwill· 'of continuity 
.of supply._/ 

MURRAY VALLEY DEVELOPMENT 
LEAGUE 

This body has been set up- with th-e ,purposo: 
of having· the maximum- development Of Mur 
ray Valley areas an urgent matter for the 
appropriate State Govern:j;llents, together witr. 
the Commonwealth. It has ·concentra::.ecl 
greatly oil the need to have afforestation pOli 
cies expedited in the States -controlling th,, 
Upper Murray. Generally, it is concerned wi•:n 
haVing the maxiinum p-otentialities of -th,~· 
Murray exploited. 

Resulting from a letter from this body, the· 
Board, agreed to make a . donation 'of- £10. 

BOARD MEETING 

The next meeting of the Board of Manage
ment is listed for ·May 29. 

THE MILDURA ·co-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. LTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £143,000 

P'ackers. of all Clasces of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Cit~ 

Manufacturers of ,ams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 
Tomato and ·Worcester Sauces 

the effect that it h8.d been ad vised by the 
South AUstralian Nurserymen's Association 
that it was· their desire to form 8. Bud Selec
tion Society, the object of which is to ensure .

1 that growers are able to purchase young trees ji 
that are true to stock ·and._ of go-o.d quaUty. ·.j· 

:Messrs. J. Bo Murdoch and H.· ·Wo Newton ; 
(A.D.F.A Agents• .. Representatives). having ·I 
been requested ·earlier to investigate the posi- h1 

~<PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mild.ura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S. W.) 

All Classes ·of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life .Ct,ssura.nce~ F He r~tfr:i 

I Growero' Requlsifes Stocked at all Branches I 

tlon. reported· that th~y were of th:e opinion 11i·l;i==============··.,·=========iiE================= that the proposed SoCiety :would-- be of bene- )'= ~-u -~· 



r 

.-,;, 

Al1S1'RAUAN DRIED FRUITS· NE:WSi!•M'AY, ·.1947' 
~-,; 

SOIL ·RECLAM'ATION.MAJOff· . .-·- - '... .- ' '•;·· -. -' ... :'. ' '• -- --

PROBLEM 
-----.---

. . 
Research Programme Outlin~d. 
At a recent meeting of the Advisory Coriunittee ~f the Merbein CS.I.R. 

P.esearch Station, one of the decisions was th~t the public should .be continuous
ly informed of the work of this body, of its relat:ons to the dried fruits industry 
and of the work ofthe station. . · 

In connection with the functions of the Com· 
mlttee, _Sir David Rivett at the previous meel 
ing of the committee said, "The executive of 
the . C.S.I.R. is grateful for the guidance an:1 
advice whiCh members of the Advisory CmY1· 
mittee have given it over the years. 

''It ls m accordance' With that advice that 
the Merbein Station is conducted." 

At the last meeting the principal . business 
was to review the programme of Work aheau 
and discUss with the staff the facilities au1 
members available to im:plement the Prl)
';ramme. 

The major question is ·alWays that of re-: 
da'mation, or-the earlier steps· of soil· preser
vation. Vilhenever a group of far-seeing 
i:rri;ators discuss the problems· of their dls
t:-icts, the discussion invariably comes to this 
great problem of those parts of each irrig8-
tion eettlement which are not effectively grow
lng the plants. 

Other things are important, including th~ 
mprovement in the plants grown and the best 
treatment and disposal of the products. 

ALWAYS A SOLUTION 

However, experience has shown that these 
problems of the plant and their product-s hav:: 
~olv.ra.ys a solution, though there is occasionally 
:2 loss of time __ and. money in changing from 
· ;:1e crop to another, or in _renovation; and in 
:le case of citrus, improvement in stock and 
:::ion. But all is of no avail if the land 

j ::.es not grow the cr()P properly; and most jn-
divldual failures can be traced to this sc6urc<:l. 

The problem of. 'the- well-bei;ng of the soil 
varies in each Mstrict. In Mlldura districts, 
the first g!"eaf difficulty of salt has been 
cvercome in most areas; and where. it still 
crops up the growers know what to do with it. 
We still have minor areas, with a feeble or 
no resPonse to drainage. 

As time passes, some of these become va
::ant; are used for pastures or other forms \If 

~ azing; or carry struggling unpayable horti-
1_tural plants. 
Fortunately, th-ese areas are -infrequent; and 

; not affect the economy of the district as 
whole. 

EXCESSIVE USE OF WATER 
The majOr problem of Mildura dis(rict is 

now the excessive use of water whi.ch followed · 
drainage; and the J?roblems which come with 
this abuse. These include a weakening of the 
product, a greatE'r tendency in the case of 
grapes to damage. 

In the. soil itself, this washing with water 
brings other problems, an upsetting of the nu
tritional elements and a deterioration of the 
soil itself. 

The research programme includes an attack 
Dn this problem, first of all by efforts to re~ 
duce application of water- to the effective re
quirement. Other ave:nues of research include 

. examination of the·· sOil in order to determine 
the changes tha:t are taking pl~·ce~ -and a inore 
exact detern:iination of the quantities of water 
which enter the soil and the way in which the 
water moves in the soH. 

The solution of .these problems will be more 
prOlonged than. the solution of the salt piob 
len1; but they are nevertheless imporr3.nt. 

OTHER DISTRICT PROBLEMS 

The Curlwaa and Renmark districts are 
Somewhat similar in respect to their soil prob
lems; and the members of the Advisory Com
mittee representing these districts had an in
disputable case tor further work when they 
pointed out that much of their settlements 
stm required drainage and that the methvd 
for drainage is still undecided. 

Those river fiat soils, to which WoorineiJ 
can be added, contain variable soils, some of 
which are a lot of clay, and so are low in pro
duction and difficult to improve. 

The Advisory Committee d1scU.sS8d the :plan 
for further investigation, alld the staff addi
tions necessary to .get on. wlih -the ·jOb. · 

Dr-ainage for soils which respond to it, is not 
just a question of laying a deep pipe-line to 
which the drainage waters of a- -property can 
be taken. The levels, contours, .and .the. nature. 
of the soil and subsoil do not permit. this over 
large areas. 

The chief hope lies in the· deep-seated· sand 
layer ·through which Water mov-es freely; and 
one important part of the investigations _in both 
Renmark and Curlwaa will· be to find out the 
range effect and determine the economies of 
this _systelll: of sub-soil water disposal. 

The Berri and Barmera areas in South Au_s
tralia also have special problems. The com
plica.tions in this case include the recurrence 
of limestone, often in sheets, within the depth 
of drainage; also the hollows_ from which gra
vitational diSposal of' Water is impossible and 
pumping is necessary. 

The State driinage works in Berri and Bat'
mer,a, and- the work of the Irrigation Trust in 
Renmark,- are still proceeding; but investiga
tion- is still necessary, including the drainage 
of individual holdings and the :inethOd of water 
dispos3J. 

Fortunately, the irrigation conscience in 
South Australia appears to be better develop
ed than in the Mildura district; -but the me
thods- are by no means satisf.actory in eithe~· 
case. 

Despite difficulties in getting- men and· par
ticularly materials and plants; it now looks 
as if the efforts of the Advisory Committee 
are bearing fruit; and a start· on roost of these 
problems~ will be made within the present 
year. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. lTD. 

I 

I 
I. 

MILDURA 

0. P E R A T I N G A T 
MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH fRUITS 
.-

E. J. ROllERTS, 
- Governing Director. 

I.P.C. ·BRAND 
QUALITY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyon~ R~ouirements 
P. MALLOCH. 

, Manager. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
·BOARD 

April Meeting 

l 

Mr. F. M~ MCMi'llan (DePu~.Y Chilirman), 
pr.esided over. the ·rileeting of .the·' S;A. Dried 
Fru_r;s _Board on" the 11th A:pril; ·1_947. in 
t"he abs_ence of-the Chai-rmari (Mr. G • .A~ W. 
Pope. J.S.O..); A -•on~i.·ag,enda ... .-.·as dealt with 
arid the meeting oCcupied the whote of the 
day. - - · · · 

.Th'e secretarY. (Mr, w. N .. TWiss)-· reported 
he had received applications from\- all .Pack~ng 
HOuses for supplies of galvanised iron, wire
nettirig and galvanised wire and that he was 
c~:nnrriunicating with --the DirectOr of -Materi3.Js: 
It is understood; however, that only limited 
alloC-atiOns will be possible a,_nd that supplies 
will not be available for some co_nsiderat:te 
time. 

FINANCIAL .STATEMENT 
The Board's Finan-cial- Statement for the 

year _ended 28th Februiry, 1947, was presen:l>d 
and adopted. The accounts had b-een examined 
by the Auditor-General and- there were -i}O 

queries. Considerable attention was given to 
the Board's Budget Statement for the curr~nt 
year and, in view of the depleted reVenue ~s a 
result of a disastrous season, substantial cur
tailments were necessary in certain-appropri~
tions. 

1947 ALLOCATIONS 
The secretary reported at length on sPecial 

·conference in Melbourne on ·31s't Mitrch when 
allocations for 1947 season's dried .vine fru~--:s 
were reviewed. The approval of the Board 
to the Conference recommendations was con
firmed as individual members had already in
dicated their agreement, in general terms, to 
the proposal by_ telephone. The secretary fn:r
ther :feported that the allocations had· no~ yf-t 
been definitely fixed and that a fresh approach 
to the - roblem may be nec·essary. 

The secretary's action in the -matter of co
OIJ€ration with the Australian Broadc.,<>ting 
Commission in- its News Service programme 
was approved and consideration was given to 
the first draft nf the Board's · report for the 
year 1946-47. ====='===== 

HARVEST LABOR 
DISCUSSIONS 

With S.A. And Vic. 
Employment. Chiefs 

Comparisons of methods adopted in South 
AustraUa and Victoria in respect· to harvest 
labo-r were made at Renmark recently by 
members of the local -co-mmittee in disCus
sions with the Deputy Directors of Employ
ment of the two States, 
Mr. N. J. O'Heire (Vic. Deputy Director) 

said that in Mildura all workers were accom
modated on the properties of growers for 
whom they worked. He considered that the 
provision of accommodation was an essential 
factor i'n securing labor for the future. 

One fact of particular interest to the S.A. 
men, was that in Victoria a substantially re
duced fare (£1/10/- return, compared with the 
normal £2/8/- s!n.gle) was granted harvest 
labor workers travelling from Melbourne to 
Mil dura. 

In Mildura, however, a- levy of 2/6 a ton Js 
made on dried fruits to. meet harvest labor 
commitments (2/- from growers and 6d from 
packers). One league handled the labor ques
tion for the whole of- the Sunraysia areas. 

GROWER'S ATTITUD·E IMPORTANT 
Mr. O'Heire stressed the value of the atti

tude adopted by growers to their workers, !\ 
fa'ctor in influencing them to ::igai:i::t make their 
services available another year. 

The Renmark men stated that 'labor in these 
areas t3.is year had, gener_ally, been below· 
average. 

Mr. F. K. Dwyer -(S.A. Deputy Chairman} 
said he was surprised to hear 'th1s, as reports 
'from- the Berri and Barmera area$ were to the 
effe'ct that the labor had been very .s-atisfac
tory. He considered at least 1000 workers had 
been attracted ·by' his campaign for fruit bar-. 
vest hands. · 

Mr; W. ·c. Gerinein (Employment Officer for 
Upper Murray) said a considerable amount of 
the labor had drifted. into Renmark, whereas 
practically ai lin the Berrf and BarmerS. areas 
waS secured thro~gh the Employment Service. 
He thought this rilaY account -to· sOme extent 
for the discrepancy. 

Mr. F. E. Hepworth and W. c. Wheeler ex
. :Pressed the. th~nks of. the Renmark· Growers 
to M-r .. Dwyer and his st~f! for . the excellent 
Wor,k .done on tp.eir behalf--this' year. 
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Official Organ of the 
·AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 

ASSOCIATION 
AU reports:, correspondence, e:tc., sh'ould be 
addressed to The Editor, '~Australian Dried 
Fruits· News," Box 200, l\1ildura, Victoria; 
· Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73. 

§""'~;·;·l·~·~·~~~·~;~· .. ~;· .. ;:;;:;:;·."·~·~~ ... ~~~~~ ... ~~""'~ 
§: forward items of ~nterest to the industry § 
~ as a whole _for publication in the "News." ~ 
,;, ............................................................................................. ; 
Here's freedOm to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's oone ever feaud that the truth 

should be heard, 
Bzet those ~m the truth would indite. 

I"" Burns. 

MILDURA, MAY, 1947 

EQUITABLE AllOCATION 
AND COMPENSATION 

,..,HE Fede,!al Minister for Commerce and 
Agriculture (the Hon. R. F. Pollard, 

M.P.) failed t.o be helpful in his reply to the 
representations made to him by an industry
wide depUtation at which the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Export Control Boord, the Dried 
FruitS Boards of the producing States, and the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association were offi
cially represented. 

The background to the deputation's request 
takes in the reduced 1947 pack, estimated at 
64,000 tons, compared wi\:h an a'nnual average 
over the previous years of 8 5,000 tons. Rains 
and heavy- humidity during February and 
Match, and the diversion to distilleries of fruit 
suitable for drying, were the main factors in 
the approximately_ 25 per :cent. drop in pro
duction. 

The proposal of the industry was that the 
crop should be allocated on a basis of 19,000 
tons for the Commonwt;alth and 45,000 for 
export, of which 28,500 tons would be sent to 
Great Britain because of the special needs of 
the United Kingdom. The recommendation 
was made subject to the condition that the 
Commonwealth Government would compen
sate growers for the-losS involved in limiting 
the quant_ity for Australia to 19,000 tons, as 
against the request for 2.7,500 tons. 

· It may be pointed out that the Australian 
Dried Fruits grower has not only sustained 
heavy loss this year, but that the two preced
ing years had also been difficult ones because 
of dimatic conditions and high production 
costs. The vast majority of growers had made 
sacrifices by refusing to make sales to wine
ries. On behalf of the A.D.F.A., the sugges
tion was made that the Minister assist the 
industry in securing an increase in Australian 
prices because of the present position of the 
growers at the dose of three indifferent to bad 
seasons, facing ever-increasing costs. No in
crease in the price of dried fruits had been 
made in Australia during the past four years. 

No grower in the Australian Dried Fruits 
induStry woul-d seek to make capital out of 
Britain's food- needs. But the· obvious position 
is that growers are underselling-and carrying 
the- cost of sucb underselling-on the higher 
priced Australian_ market in order to enable a 
gre~ter quantity"1Jf the pack to he forwarded 
to the United Kingdom. Growers, most of 
-whom have been hit by declining yield and 
mounting costs, are making a very real sacri
:fice. 

In many industrie&--primary and secondary 
-it is possible to balance a year of drought, 
or loss due to other causes, with a year of 
grdter production and enhanced prices for the 
product. But the present policy of static 
price-pegging, despite the wage increases, 
shorter hours and Other loadings, must adversely 
·affeCt an industry such as the Australian Dried 
Fruits industry, which is so largely dependent 
on -·export an4 the vaS;ari~ of t.h.e seasons. 
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New Secretary Appointed 
To A.D.F.A. 

At the April meeting of the Boar-d of 
Management, Mr. R. B. Curtis was ap· 
pointed, from some .70 .appHcants, fOf' 
the position of th·e secretary -of the 
A.D.F.A. The need for the new apP,oint· 
ment was bro-ught about when Mr. 
Sumner indicated his desire to retire. 
HoweVer, he has agreed to continue 
until December 31, d·uring which peri!Jd 
the position will be one of a joi"ntr 
secretaryship. Mr. Curtis -has agreed to 
the request of the Board that he spend 
a good dea·l of this interim period in 
visiting branches, makfng himse·lf ac
quainted with packing house Practice, 
and nbsorbing all the ramifications of 
the industry. He will assume the fuH 
responsibility ·o-n January 1, 1948. 

Mu.ch could be said _of the value of 
Mr. Sumner's work for the industry over 
the 29 years he has been secre'tary of 

g the A.D.F.A., but this can welt be left 
~ for report following a complimentary 
§ gathering that is to be heid at the· 
§ appropriate time.~. 
; .......... , .................................................................................. J 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by agents as at the 30th 

April, 1947, disclose the following position:

Currants .. 
Sultanas .• 
Lexias 

VINE FRUiTS 
1947, 
Tons 

280 
1162 

1442 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots .. .. .. 309 
Peaches .....•... 40 
Nectarines .. .. .. 3 
Pears .. .. .. .. .. 24 
Prunes .. . . . . .. -

--
376 

1946 
Tons 

967 
1246 

2153 

418 
69 

5 
-
97 

--
589 

1945 
Tons 

378 
78 

9 
45 

510 

Mr. Pollard has intimated, quite rightly, that 
the' matter of an increase in the Australian 
price is one for the. Prices Commissioner. He 
was unable to recommend the Treasury to 
favorably consider the request that .a subsidy 
be granted in respect of the fruit diverted from 
Australia to the United Kingdom. 

Following the interview, representatives of 
the organisatiOns which made representations 
to the Minister, made a further suggestion 
that the allocation to the United Kingdom be 
2 5,000 tons and the Australian allocation 
be amended from 19,000 tons to 22,500 tons, 
th loss involved in making 2 5,000 tons avail
able to the United Kingdom to be met by the 
Australian growers. ~ 

After further consideration, Mr. Pollard 
intimated that the Government had decided 
that the allocation to the United Kingdom 
should renu.in at 28,500 tons and that Aus
tralia should be limited to 19,000 tons with
out financial commitment tO the Common
wealth Government. The basis of the alloca
tion would be: Australia, 19,000 tons; Canada, 
11,500 tens; Ne~ Zealand, 4500 tons; Unite-d 
Kingdom, 28,500 tons; other countries, 500 
tons-a tOtal of 64,000 t()ns. . 

Application has now bee7t made by the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association to the Prices 
Commissioner for an increase ._in prices for the . 
currants and sultanas which -will be so-ld in 
Australia this year, and prices to Canada, New 
Zealand and other overseas markets for cur
rants, sultanas and lexias are now on the same 
basis as those paid by the United Kingdom 
under the three years' contract made in 194-,5. 

The- case for the indUStry with regard to 
equitable allocations and compensation is an 
exceedingly sound one, and is by no means 
without preced-ent -dUring recent months, as 
might be evidenced by reference to th~ rise in 
meit prlces conse{j_uent upon the action of gra
ziers and stock .breeders whose position had 
been aggravated by dr<>ughts aRd &harply in
crease4 costs. ,-,_,~a.,l !.;zQ;:~~~ j~ 

. DRIED VINE FRUITS, 
. YEAR1947 

Early in April 'last a letter was addressed 
to -the Cl;).m.monwealth Department of Com· 

· meree and Ag.ricu1ture -on behalf of the State 
Dried F.ruits _Boards, Australian Dried Fruits 
ASsociation, and the Commonwealth_ Dried 
F-ruits Export Control Board, i:ntifr!ating that,, 
because of rains a.nd heavy huinidity in ' 
FeJ:Jrua-ry and March last, and the diversion 
to distille.ries of fru-i't suitable for dry1n.g the 
Australian dried vlne fruits pack, was esti· 
mated at only 64,-GOO tons, against a·n annual 
average during the previous fiVe years of 
85,500 tons. 
In the joint letter it was suggested that the 

crop be .allocated on the basis of 19,000 tons 
for the commonwealth and 45,000 tons for 
export, of which. owing tO its special needs, 
28,500 tons would be sent to the United King· 
tlom. This recommendation was made subject 
to the c-ondition that the Commonwealth 
GOvernment would compensate growers for the 
loss' involved in limiting the qu.antity for Aus· 
tralia to 19,000 tons, against the requeSt for 
27,500 tons. 

On the 11th April, 1947,, representatives of 
the three organisations referred to interviewed 
the Minister for Commerce and Agriculture 
(Mr. R. F. Pollard) ,on the propoSed allocation 
and the question of compensation to .growers. 

. CASE PUT -TO MINISTER 
Mr. R. H. Gilbert (Chairman of the Export 

Control Board), Mr. ·Parker J. Moloney .(re· 
presenting the Consultative Committee of the 
State Boards of Victoria, New South Wales, 
South Australia and Western Australia). and 
.MessZ.s. H. D. Howie and P. Malloch {on behalf 
of th-e Australian Dried Fruits Association) 
supported th·e representations contained in the 
letter of 3rd April, on the groun.ds that growers 
had sustained heavy losses. not only this year. 
but during the t•;'Co- previous years because of 
adverse climatic comlitions and high produc
tion costs. They also mentioned that a very 
large number .of growers had niade sacrifices 
l1y refusing to malre sales to Wineries. 

Messrs. H. -D. "Howie and John Gordon, on 
lJehalf of the Australian Dried Fruits Assoch
tion, also asked the Minister tCt assist the 
industry in securing an increase in Australia._n 
prices because of the serious condition Of th@ 
industry, higher costs, and the fact that no 
increase in the price- of dried fruits had beeil. 
made in Australia for folir years. The Minis
ter, in reply,- said that in regard to a price 
increase in Austalia, this· was a matter- whi~h 
he could not deal with, and suggested that an 
application be made direct to the Prices· core
missioner. 

SUBSIDY NOT APPROVED 
W\th .. regard to a subsidy in respect of the 

fruit diverted from Australia to ·the United 
Kingdom_, the l\'linister said that he could not 
recommend such· a request to the Tr-easunr 
for favorable consideration for the reasons 
that after the industry had received a subs.irlv 
of £188,085 from the Commonwealth for 1945 
the Export Control Board had secured ln, 
creases under a three·year contract with tho 
United Kingdom of £5 per ton on currants antl 
£6/15/· on sultanas and lexias,. and the expo~·t 
prices were now substantially high,cr tha.n 
those of 1939. ·· . 

Immediately after the interview the. posi
tion was reconsidered by the Australian Drie,t 
F'ruits Association, the State· Dried Fruits 
Boa~ds, and the Commonwealth Dri-ed Fn.tit,;; 
Control Board, and a suggestion made to th2-
Minister that the allocation to the United 
Kingd-Om be 25,000 tons and ·the Australian 
allocativn be amended to 22,50() tons, and that 
the loss involved in making 25,000 tons -avail-' 
able to the United Kingdom would be met by· 
growers. 

After further consideration the Minister 
intimated that the Government had decided 
thit the allocation to the United Kingdom 
should r-emain at 28,500 tons, and that Aus~ 
tralia should be limited to 19,QOO tons without 
any :financial commitment to the Comm.on· 
wealth Government. Thf'< basis of the alloca· 
tion to be:-

Australia .. 
Canada .... 
New· Ze~land 
United Kingdoin 
Other Oountries 

~19,000 tons 
11,5()0 •• 

4.500 " 
28,500 .. 

500 .. 

Total . . . . . • · 64,000 tons 
Application has been made· by the Austra

lian Dried Fruits Association· to the Prjces 
Commissioner for an increase in prices for the 
currants and s_U.ltanas .which will be sold in 
Aust.raii3: this yea,r, and prlces_ to cana-d-a,-NeW 
Zealand, and_.other oversea ~arkets far--cur
rants, ·iiuitanas and Iexias are now on the sa.mo 
b-aehr·as ·those 'Paid. by the-·United-Kin.gd.Om. 
un~er the three ~ears'.,contraet. -.·~: ...... ~ .. -• .,. .. : 

~ 

_,_;., 

' .;-. 
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The Drainage of Renmark 

Mr.· A. V.. 
·Special· 

·Lyon's 
Bureau 

Address at 

Meeting_ 
Mr. A. V. Lyon (Officer-in-Charge of the Merbein Research Station) ad

dressed a special meeting, to which the public was invited, called by the Ren
mark North and Chaffey Branch of the Agricultural Bureau in the Renmark in
stitute on Tuesday night, March 25, when he spoke on the subject of drainage 
with specialreference to local problems. 

Mr. Lynn Showell (president of the branch) 
occupfed the chair, and in a few preparatory 
remarks said that there waa no need to stress 
the .importance of drainage to locaJ irrigationw 
ists. Ilefore Renmark could be adequately and 
efficiently drained, it was nec€ssary to have a 
preparatory survey .made, and that was why ' 
the branch was asking the CSIR Research 
people to come to Renmark's assistance. As 
soon as a comprehensive scientific survey was 
made- a scheme would have to be put before 
the Irrigation Trust, and the cost estimated. 
All other irrigation areas had been assisted 
financially by the Governments of the State, 
a comprehensive drainage scheme being 
recognised as too big a job for the ratepayers 
of one settlefent to undertake. "In such a case 

--we. can--optimistically expect our"State Govern
ment to bear some of the cost," said the chair
man. 

Mr. Lyon said that the drainage of any ir
rjgation settlement would have to be thought 
cut very carefully, as it involved the expen
diture of a good deal of money. As the mat
ter was of vital importance to the gro-wers 
the Irrigation Trust working with the Govw 
ernment, should be in a position tO undertakB 
this very necessary work. 

THE MILDURA SCHEME 
The history of the Mildura irrigation 

scheme originated in a little shed, when 
Messrs. John Smith, Bromfield and ·himself 
were constituted a committee to investigate 
the I!Ossibilities of a comprehensive drainage 
scheme for the whole of the Mildura irrigation 
area. This drainage scheme took shape even
tually and resulted in the expenditure of £11 
milliori before the work was "completed. But 
it had given results, and although the cost 
llas been in the region of £40 per acre in
creaseQ. production has more than :paid fo::.
this expenditure. In the past seven years Red 
Cliffs average production was 37i cwt. per 
acre, and Mildura had gone UJ2 bY 12 cwt. per 
acre since ~e drainage system Came into oper
ation. 

VARIOUS SYSTEMS 
Referring to the- various systems -of drain

age, Mr. Lyon said. that at Murray Bridge 
water was syphoned on to the land to irrigate 
it, and pumped back into the river. Mildura 
had an orthodox system in which the water 
was pumped on to the land, and there was 
enough fall to enable the surplus water to 
be drained back into the river. At Barmera 
there was a system draining through limestone, 
Which did not need internal drains but relied 
on a, wide pull by the main drains, up to a 
distance of 14 chains. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

"Th.e method of attack at present," he said, 
"appears to be (1) Examine the figures we 
ha.ve and the function of existing drains pass
ing through the various soil types. (2) Take 
some area in the type 6 soils and get a well 
dow:Q.; possibly down to 20 or 30 feet. (3) 
Shallow drains, perhaps at a 5ft depth. 

"Inundate·d lands like the Renmark lands 
never have as much salt as the mallee JanUs. 
The very fact that you have irrigated for 
over 50 years and are Still producing crops, 
indicate this. The forces acting on water are 
not always obvious; they do not always go 
from top to bottom, but often move laterally 
according to the texture of the land,- and the 
subsoil -undulations. 

To sum up the position at present appeared 
to call for attention to the following points 
(1) To collate and examine all available in· 
formation. (2) Map out a programme of inves
tigation. (3) Finance. 

The local committee of the Irrigation and 
Drainage cOmmittee would meet next day to 
discuss the matter, and to outline a plan fJf 
action to be p-ut into immediate operation. "We 
have. the staff· capable of dealing with the 
position and are :Qrepared to get on with the 
job right away," he said. 

QUESTIONS ASKED 

Many questions were asked at the conclu
sion of the address which was well received. 

Mr. Hetley Waters (chairman of the R.I.T.) 
asked whether- the installation of spinkler sys
tems -of irrigation on higher land was a danger 
to the lower levels. Mr. Lyon replied that it 
was possible to control the irrigation so as to 
prevent a water table forming, but the i>osi
ti?n might be aggravated by a wet winter. 

Mr. C. Pappin-Smith asked whether it was 
possible. to overdrain land. The reply was •;If 
you wet a, soil only to field capacity there is 
no dange'r of overwatering, in which case you 
cannot overdrain. 

1\lr. M. Little asked whether it was necessal'Y 
to put down costly drains on the 60ft land 
now being opened for ex-servicemen. Mr 
Lyon's reply was that it was necessary to 
know the soil types through which the drains 
passed before giving an opinion. 

Mr. W. Mead said that he had put down 
drains at depthf! of 3ft and 6.ft. The 3ft drains 
.gave better response than the 6ft; why was 
this? Reply: "It is quite possible for a 3ft 
drain to give better results in certain circum
stances. Your 6ft drain may be below the 
clay belt, in which case it is not draining." 

Mr. Showell inquirea. from the chairman of 
the Irrigation Trust as to the Trust's attitude 
towards a comprehensive dr~inage scheme. 

l! 

DRYING AND PROCESSING 
PROBLEMS 

Record Late Season 
At -the ,m-eeting of the- Merbein ResearCh 

Station Mr. D. c. Winterbottom \(manager of 
the Mildura -Co-op.- -Pa-cking· Co.) in ·a short 
review of .the packing aspect of the present 
-season. said- .-that it was .the latest the in· 
dustry had ever kno-wn, judging by;fruit de
liveries to date. 

Not SO :per cent. of the fruit would be pack~ 
able without washing or dehydrating • 
.A feature not previously experienced was 

that fruit put on the racks prior to the first 
rain d-eveloped mould on the racks, owing to 
the high humidity following the rain. Sultana 
grades would be wOrse than last year in the 
Mildura area as only three per cent now de~ 
livered came into the 3 and 4 crown grades, 
but the. -position may improve later. ThB vine
gar fly had been a major pest _and 'one rack 
of gordos at Nichol's Point was so badly af
fected that hardly a sound berry was left on 
the rack. A very high proportion of the crop 
would have to be dehydrated. 

LIGHT FRUIT 
Deliveries to date indicated that the fruit 

was drying light, and in consequence dried 
tonnages would be considerably less than an
ticipated. The currant problem was so acute 
that we had never faced up to a more difficult 
situation, but Mr. Orton is working on mould 
eradication and I feel confident that he will 
overcome it. 

Mr. A. -Hazel of Red Cliffs -said that he found . 
the- -potash spray helpful to clear the. vinegar 

' fly. 
POTASH SPRAY 

Mr. Orton said that the caustic potash spray 
would hasten drying and would therefore heln 
to combat the vinegar fly. Theoretically it 
was possible to eradicate the. vinegar fly with 
sulphur fumes, by enclosing the racks and 
burning. sulphur under them. Although mould 
had to be eradicated, said Mr. Orton, there 
-was ·no evidence to -prove that it was harmful 
to human beings. -One member facetiously 
remarked that it might supply the public with 
a cheap fo:rm of pencillin. 

Examining the currants carefully Mr. Orton 
said that about 50 to 60 per cent .. of the berries 
had developed mould this year, and to treat 
them was a big- job. 

Asked whether liquid S02 as a spray would 
have the same effect as S02 fumes, Mr. Orton 
said that applying an acid spray might have 
a detrimental effect on the fruit, especially 
if it were followed by a caustic-potash spray. 

MOULD DEVELOPMENT 
In mentioning the cause of the mould de· 

velopment on fruit this year, Mr. Lyon said 
that in the first rain, from. February 3-to 
F'ebruary 17; we had rain almost continuously, 
and this was accompanied by cloudy condi
tions with humidity as high as . 90. 

-During thi-s time, the temperature was never 
higher than 82F. The degree of mould de
velopment on the fruit on the vines was more 
a -matter of luck than anything else, as it 
depended on how blocks were situated on the 
irrigation roster. 

Mr. Waters replied that a plan was to be nut 
before ratepayers to strike a special drainage 
rate and take over the whole drainage work ot 
the. settlement. 

Mr. J. TolleY (Trust engineer) said that his 
greatest trouble at present was shortage of 
materials and as soon as this position eased 
theY would be able to proceed more rapidly. 

"In Renmark, Cadell, parts of Berri and 
Woorinen,'' he said, "we have land which Is 
difficult to drain and which has no permeable 
layer of sand thr.ough which the drainage 
waters can move readily. The John Tol!ey 
open cut drain in Block E. has been very 
.effective as far as it- has gone and has saved 
a lot of land in that area; but I would hesi· 
tate to advocate, off halid any extension of this 
system." 

In outlining a scheme, the first thing to do 
was to examine all the information now avail· 
able, some froiD the Irrigation Trust, some 
from the De-partment of Lands and some 
Possessed by the CSIR. Up ~0 the present 
there had been no co-ordination of this inform~ 
ati<?n. Some money should be spent on small 
dr<iinag~ units, and a check taken to see how 
they .. went. 

1 RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED liMITED 

RENMARK SOIL TYPES 
The type 6· land (which comprised the 

greater portion of the Renmark settlemeD.t) 
appeared to have· a sand strata in varYing 
depths, but ·UP -to the present, CSIR tests ha.d 
failed .to get any response to drainage on .this 
type. In type 3, the sand ·waS neare:f. th9 
surface and the job would be to get the water 
away from -the ·drift. All the ""Schemes,· to be 
effective must aUow wa,.ter to fiow_- laterally to 
the O!!tfiow_-. 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the ·eo-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --· 

. · TIMBER, HARDWARE, P.RODUCE and GENERAL .MERCHANTS 

.GROWERS FI.N:MtCED I<GAI.NST ,eOt.UNG HARVES'T 
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Thoughts On Harvest Labor Position 
"Nemo" of the Murray Pioneer is one of the best known writers on 

fruits subjects in Australia and the republication of his recent article on 
problems will interest most growers. He said: c 

dried 
labor 

production on an equal footing with that nf 
the· employee, plus overtime at time and a half, 
and double time for Sunday work. The re
lationship between employer and employe~ 
even in the fruit growing industry, is deter
iorating from year to year. At one time there 
existed a spirit of give and take during the 
fruit harvest time, whic;tt. does not exist today. 

Every pr:mary producer in Australia, whether he is a wheat grower, wool 
grower, dairy producer, wine grower or dried fruits producer must feel deeply 
concerned over the industrial unrest which is sweeping the country at present. 
A small minority of militant industrial unionists are spreading a tidal wave 
of unrest which is likely to engulf this country into a state of economic chaos. 
No one blames an employee for seeking to' jmprove his working conditions 
and bargain for a just return for his labor, but the present position has gone 
beyond th;.., and the only conclusion we can arrive at is that there is a definite 
and simster policy now advocated which aims at the total disruption of industry. 

QUA~ITY OF HARVEST LABOR 

The quality of harvest ,labor has deterior
ated and there is nothing we can do about it, 
simply because labor is scarce, and at whatev~r 
cost the fruit mUst be h.arvested in the short
est time possible and we have. to take what 
we can get. The outcome of much thought on 
the present relationship between employer and 
employee in the primary industries of Austra
lia indicates the urgent need for all sections 
to form some sort of a;n organization _.which 
will embody the interests of the whol~ even. 
it sectional interests may differ in detail. 

Organised labor il:l in a position of dictating 
ates and conditions Which border on com~ 

plete dictatorship. 
Australia is in a· paprticularly favourable 

position to become a prosperous nation if only 
n fair and just ·attitude were advocated for li. 
better understanding between employer and 
employee. The average employee's life does 
not differ from that of the employer. Th~y 
both have family ties and responsibilities, they 
both require the same producer goods and 
theY both have to pay high taxes, yet the 
employer is looked upon as an enemy, and no 
opportunity is lost to "put the boots" into him. 

EFFECT OF. 40 HOUR WEEK 
The wealth of a nation depends up.on the 

amount of Qroduce which comes out of the 
soil and the restricted hours of labor being 
now sought, are bound to have a restricting 
effect on production. The fortY-hour weo?k 
now before the Arbitration Court, if carried 
into the primary producing sphere will mean 
that. to maintain the present production. the 
e··1ployer ·wm be_ obliged to work longer hours 
to make up the lag. The primary producers, 
as a body, are individualists and have nrJt 
taken kindly to any form of organisation in 
the past but the time has come when, if they 
do not organize they will be· forced to accept 
any conditions laid down by the militant 
minority. 

As an analogy the present position might 
be likened to a well or.ganised army, outnmn
bering the oppoSition, by more. than ten to 
one. and equipped with modern weapons, 
fighting a disorganized force who can only 
muster bows and arrows. 

MURRAY VALLEY RESOURCES 
SURVEY COMMITTEE 

Meets In Adelaide Follnwing T onr 
Members of the Murray Valley Resources 

Survey Ccmmittee consisting of Mr. A. S. 
Brown (director of the regicnal planning De
partment of Post-War Reconstruction), Mr. A. 
C. Gordon (Superintendent of Irrigation in 
S.A.), Mr. J. W. Jungwerth (secretary of the 
Premier's Department of the State Regional 
Boundaries Committee of NSW) and Mr. c. S: 
Hartnett, of the Premier's department and a 
regional pHmning. officer, travelled down the 
Murray Valley, during the first week -in May 
from Albury, calling at all principal towns en 
route. Contacts were made with the mem
bers and executives of the Murray Valley De
velopment League. 

They arrived'- in Adelaide on Tuesday, May 
6 for their final meeting before presen-ting 
their report to the next Premiers' confer
ence. 

The committee held its first meeting in Mel
bourne on November 12, 1946. Its duty is W 
collect and collate all relevant information fn 
connection with the development of· the Mur
ray Valley. 

The area which the committee is considering 
is more extensive than that- included in the 
MVDL regions. It is understood that the re
port has been prepared in part dealing with 
the history and development of the Murray 
Valley, physical resources.survey and utilities. 

Following their meeting in Adelaide the 
committee members. were to vis~t the lower 
Murrumbidgee areas and barrages, finishing 
the tour at Murray- Bridge. 

Accompanying. the party were Mr. G. \r._ 
Law:repce (organ~zing secretary, MVDL) and 
the recently appointed assistant organizer ot 
the MVDL (Mr. E. J. Butler) and departmen· 
tal officers. 

Mr. Lawrence in a statement, sa-id, "I have 
no doubt the report when made will streng
then the MVDL case for the appointment of 
a tull scale board or commission to plan the 
fnturA dP..VP..}aDnlP.nt ,n.f thP 1\>h~,..,.,v" 

The forty-hour week is not the whole ob
jective of •organised labor. There is a propa
ganda movement now in existence yreparing 
the ground for a 35-hour week, and we can 
be certain that when the forty-hour week be
comes an accomplished fact, it will not be long 
before a 35-hour week will be pushed on 
with the speed. of an express train. 

COST OF PRODUCTION 
In the event of a forty-hour -week being ac

cepted as a standard for the employee, then 
The primary producer has a legitimate claim 
to base his calculations on his own labor costs 
on the same basis, and calc~ate his cost of 

••cuprox" FunglcMe 

Some such move has been advocated, but up 
to the present has not made much progress. 
I don't see why the amalgamated interests c.f 
every section of the primary producers could 
not organize a mobile army of harvest hands. 
to start with the hay harvest, then follow 
up. with the wheat harvest, after that. .he 
ri'ver fruit harvest comes in, and later on, the 
non irrigated areas for ~arvesting their 
grapes. 

GREATER YIELD 

hl!n Crops @Wg£ 

SpraY with "Cuprox" copper fungicidal spray and control fungous 

diseases of fruit, vine and vegetable (",rops. "Cuprox"- the 

modern replacement for Bordeaux mixture- is available in 

economical powder form ready for immediate use. There's 

~o waste, fuss or bother with -~'Cuprox" -·just add to 

water and .stir. The mixed spray la,sts indefinitely. 

"Cuprox" wets and spreads well. It can be used 

safely with lead arsenate, nicotine, derris, oils, 

sulphur, lime sulphur, and D.D.T. sprays. 

ff 

.Vic, Dist.: 

RAMSAY& 
:rREGANOWAt-1 LTD. 

Hefrl. li-111' Hark 

COPPER 
FUNGICIDAL SPRAY 

. DEPENDABLE ""'~l> PLANT tiCi\ PROTECn~ON . 
ePRODUCT 

_ IPP.:D24 
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DRIED TREE FRUITS MATTERS 
Estimates of Crop .... Peaches 

Prunes--Final Account 
Sale Differentials 

NECTARINES 

5..Crown "Choice" 
4·Crown 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
l~Crown ·" 

:•. 

... 

Per ton over 
· l·Crown 
Dried, Slabs 

and Plain 
£57 2 0 
£48 8 6 
£39 13 0 
£31 0 0 
£10 13 0 

"Dried" . •: .. £48 8 0 
The Tree Fruits Committee has been set up to act in an advisory capacity to 

the Board of Management of the Association, and under this arrangement it 
holds meetings, at the request of the Board, to deal with problems as they arise. 
Its value can be appreciated--and its ·scope understood-from the following 
summary of a recent meeting at Adelaide. The decisions of this Committee 
are subject to the ratification of the A.D.F.A. Board. 

5·Crown 
4-Crown 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
1-Crown, 

" .. 
Slabs and Plain .. 

PEARS-8EASON 1947 

£39 14 0 
£31 0 0 
£21 6 0 

Basis 

In regard to pears, the committee decided 
that it would be advisable to leave these in 
abeyance for consideration at a-later date. 

Present at the Adelaide meeting were:
Messrs. H. D. Howie (chairman), D: C. Winter
bo,ttom, T. Steele, J. R. Jemison, A. J. Chap. 
man, c. J. Ward; H. W. Newton, D. E. Barry 
:W·ood, R F. Trott and J. 0. Haynes. 

Here follows a nreeis of th . .;;'! recommenda-
tions:- -

ESTiMATES-SEASON 1947 
The following statement of tree fruit esti

mates for seas:on 1947 was. submitted:-

' 

A.D.F.A ..... 
Non-Associa

tion , ..... 

m 
0 
.;:: til 

~" <>o 
-<lEo< 

830 

373 

m • .d um 

"" IDO 
O.E-< 
302 

100 

m 
~ .s 
~ m 

" ~-
~ -. ~· "00 

"" "" "" !S" <o IDO ~0 00 
ZE-< <><E-< ll<E-< E-<E-< 

8 191 925 2256 

7- 53 802 1335 

Totals . . 1203 402 15 244 1727 359"1 
On the figures submitted, it was decided that 

it would not be possilJle to accept any further 
export orders for apricots and pears, and that 
jn respect to the other varieties of fruit they 
would all be required for the Commonwealth 
market. 

WHOLE PEACHES 
In view of the fact that a considerable ton

nage of whole peeled and unpeeled peaches 
bas -been produced in Victoria this year, it was 
decided that buyers be asked to accept this 
grade of fruit as portion 'Of their Common
wealth quota, and that agents be advisGd 
accordingly. 

PRUNES 
Letter was received from the South Aus

tralian Prune Growers' Association regarding 
deliveries -of prunes -to Western Australia, 
pointing out that the present aUdition to the 
price list of ~d. per lb. was not ad.equate, and 
that the costs involved were jld. per lb. 

The committee discussed the question of 
establishing an Interstate Charges Fund for 
prunes, and it was decided to ask agents for 
particulars regarding freight, insurance, land
ing charges, etc., in respect of their ·19·H) 
handling, when the matter would be further 
considered. 

Resolved: "That an Interstate Charges 
Fund be established for prunes, and that 
the secretary ask all prune agents- to fur
nish their figures for 1946 season, showing 
the co-sts of delivery to various ports, with 
a view of obtaining a figure that the Inter
state Charges Fund can be based upon." 

11SPL_ENDOUR'' PRUNES 
The question of "Splendours" being listed 

a.t the same price as "D' Ageri'• and "Robes" 
:was discussed, South Australian representa-

BIRDSCARER 

AVAILABLE· 
Tb.e Bird Scarer which was- demonstrated 
successtully last season Is now in pro
duction and- growers who •. are Interested 
are advised to communicate with the 

II'IILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT 
CO. LTD. 

who have a .n111llber ·available. 

tives pointing out that they were .of opinion 
that this variety of fruit was entitled to tbe 
same consideration as -"Robes." 

Messrs. Trott and Chapman undertook to 
prepare a case for an increase in the·- price of 
"Splendours" for submission to the Prices 
Commissioner. 

FlNAL ACCOUNT SALE DIFFERENTIALS 
SEASON 1947 

Consideration was given to the question of 
final account sale dHferentials for season 1947 
and the following tUfferentials were agreed 
to:-

FINAL ACCOUNT SALE DIFFERENTIALS-
APRICOTS~ PEACHES AND NECTARINES-

5-Crown 
4-Crown 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 

5-Crown 
4--Crown 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
l·Crown 

SEASON 1947 

APRICOTS 

"F'ancy'' 

" 
"Choice" 

Per ton over 
!-Crown 
"Dried" 
£47. 9 0 
£38 15 0 
£29 1 3 
£20 7 0 

£39 13 0 
£31 0 0 
£21 6 0 
£16 10 0 

£3 17 0 

ADDITIONS TO LIST PRICES 

A discussion took place regarding the extra 
price charged for deliveries tO ports outside 
the producing States, and in view of the in
creases in freight, etc., that have taken pli:tce, 
it was decided to ask agents for particulars o! 
the costs involved, with the idea of stating a 
case to the Prices Commissioner for an in· 
crease in the additions to nrices. 

The committee decided that they could not 
fix final account sale differentials for _pears, 
but that the matter would be dealt- with at a 
later date. 

THE AFTERMATH OF 1
: 

GENEVA 

Statement By Federal 
Minister 

Go·vernm-ent policy in regard to the 
Geneva deliberations as they affect-the dried 
fruits industry ar-e of interest. Below is 
an extract· verbatim from the Federal 
"Hansard":-
Mr. Turnbull (Wimmera): I wish to explaiu 

a question that I asked of the Minister for 
Commerce and Agriculture (Mr. Pollard) in 
connection with the dried fruits indust::y 

5-Cr-own "Dried'' 
4-Crown 
3-Crown , 
2-Crown ,. 
Slabs . . . . . • • • • . 

earlier today When I mentioned "stabilisa
£34 17 0 tion of the dried fruits industry" I meant 
£26 3 0 ''continued stabilisation" Possibly that omis· 
£19 7 0 sian was misleading. The growers in the dried 
£14 10 0 fruits areas are alarmed at the news that there 

£8 15" 0 may be some sacrifice "'f Empire. pfeference, 
£1 0 0 and "they think it is better for them to be 
, Basis' prepared now ~if any change is likely to be 

Plain . . . . • . . . 
l·Crown "Dried'' 
Dry Pack ..... .":. ·:. £9 per ton more made. Is the Minister prepared to discuss 

APRICOT&-Whole 

A1 
A 
B 
c 
D 

PEACHES-Peeled and 

4-Crown 
3-Crown 
2·Crown 
!~Crown 

"ChQice" 

4-Crown "Dried" 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
l·Crown , 
Slabs and Plain 

Per ton over 
"D" Grade

£38 15 () 
£30 0 0 
£21 6 0 
£11 12 0 

Basis 

Unpeeled 
Per· ton over 
Slabs and 

Plain 
£42 12 0 
£37 15 0 
£29 1 0 
£11 12 0 

£37 15 0 
£33 18 0 
£24 4 0 

£3 17 0 
Basis 

WHOLE PEACHES-Peeled 

A 
B 
c 
D 

A 
B 
c 
D 

.·. 

Per ton over 
"D" Grade 

£29 1 0 
£21 6 0 
£13 11 0 

Basis 

:WHOLE PEACHES-Unpeeled 

... 
Per ton over 
"D" Grade 

£23 5 0 
£15 10 0 

£7 15 0 
Basis 

this matter at some future date with the 
growers' representatives? What does the~ 
Government offer to the dried fruits industry 
in the event of it agreeing to forgo the bene~ 
fit of some of the preferential tariff rates that 
the industry now enjoys? 

Mr. Pollard (Ballarat-Minister for Com· 
merce and Agriculture): From the way in 
which the honorable member for Wimmera 
(Mr. Turnbull) worded his question, I thought 
he was referring to stabilisation schemt~s 
within Australia. As the honorable- gentleman 
knows, the industry is highly organised. His 
question this afternoon indicates that he is 
concerned· with the future security of the 
industry insofar as it may be affected by any 
agreements reached at the international trade 
conference. Both the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Chifiey) and the Minister for -Post-war Recon
struction (Mr Dedman) have made statements 
in this House regarding the conference to be 
held at Geneva and the action which the 
Government proposes to take with regard to 
anY agreements reached there The honorable 
membe;r wanted to know what the Government 
was offering growers in the event of it agree
ing to forego the benetit of soine preferential 
tariff. At the moment that question does not 
arise. The plain fact is that. although th03 
Government will be represented at this con
ference, no agreement reached there can be 
implemented until it has been ratified by this 
Parliament. 

The Government is fully seized of the im~ 
portance of this industrY, not only to the. 
growers, but also to the economy· of Aus
tralia, and has arranged that Mr. ·Malloch, 
of the ·nried Fruits Export Control Board, 
who has a thorough knowledge of the ·industry, 
shall g.o to Gen-eva and be available for . con
sultation in order that the interests of- dried 
fl'l!it ~;:rowers ma:r be ad~~te:ly sa!e~arded.. 
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URIED TREE FRUITS PROBLEMS _problems.. I know that of a tlJ.ree- .days' meet~ 
ing:_-diScussions 'oti sooo-· tons>·of :tree· truitss 
would take up two days and 80,000 tons of 
vine fruits would be consi(}ered on part of the 
last day. Better results would be- obtained if 
such a committee met on the day before the 
Board of Management meeting, -concentr_a_ted 
on tree fruits and carried its recommendations 
before the Board of Management. I think it 
is d-esirable that the committee be set up now. 
The .Only question is th_e constitution of that 
committee; we discussed -it at the Board of 
Management on Monday, and made sugges
tions for representations from the three 
States, including Mrv Steele for -NSW and Mr 
Winterbottom and Mr. Ward (of C.D.F.S.) for 
Victoria. 

Sub-Committee Appointed 
One of the interesting items discussed a.t the F edera! Council Meeting was 

the proposal from the South Australian State Conference that a "special sub- · 
committee· be· set ·up· for the consideration of problems of tree fruit". The 
foJiowing discussion. ensued: 

Mr . .1:1. F·. Trp~t .(_So11~h -~u~tralia): In pro
posing that a specia~ suP-co.m:z;u.ittee be set up 
for the conside:f~tio~ 9f ~r.ee_ .fruit problems, 
l do not want !l.nY!J9dY. to _ in~er that we are 
casting any reflection on the action of the 
Board of Management, There is a feeling cf 
uncertainty about the future with. regard to 
tree fruitS; they may be where berry fruits 
were some years ago~ New plantings are very 
largely_ of_ .tree fruits. There are always a num
ber of purely tree .fruit problems which, l 
think, are best investigated by tree fruits 
growers. 

Th-e more you--can diversify the growers' in· 
tereSts-, the better. 

CRYSTALLISED FRUITS 

On!3. tree fruits item discussed at Federal 
Council is crystallised fruits. There is a big 
quantity of indifferent tree fruits going on th2 
market today, after being damped anrl 
sprinkled with sugar, as crystallised fruit 
That fruit will enjoy the higher p-rotected 
market withOut the export quota,_ and it is a 
section of the trade that will have to oe 
closely watched in the future. These matters 
can best be discussed by growers vitally in· 
terested in them. r· have not gOne into the 
number required on a tree-fruits committee 
but the rep-resentativ-es on that committee 
should come from areas of different soH tYPes 
and of diverse interests; you want to get the 
refi.ex of the whole of the feelings of that 
particular section of the industry. We have 
a body Iormed over- a period Of years to pr'-'" 
teet the interests of dried fruits generally and 
those interests can best be served by a body 
operating as a whole. A sub-committee on 
tree fruits would expedite discussions and 
bi-ing matters to fruition more quickly. I 
would suggest one member from-.Vlctoria, one 
lrom' the River in South Australia, one from 
the S.A. non-irrigated areas, and one from 
New· South Wales-a committee ot four-that 
covers practically the separate areas growing 
tree ·fruits. 

Mr. John Gordon (Victoria): I will second 
the motion. We had a trE1_e fruits committe·e 
operating very successfully before the war, 
and this motion will bring it in again. Inci· 
dentally the chairman of the Board of Man· 
agement acted as Chairman ex officio. 

Mr. J. R. Jemison (South Australia): I do 
not know what are the functions. that ·ar. 
Trott has in mind for this committee. We 
did have a tree-fruits committee, but 1t 
has not been needed of recent years as 
the tree fruits position has been very good. 
As regards that crystallised, fruit-any of it 
that has been dried fruits will stand up to 
its .export quota. The South AuStralian Board 
investigated -that matter very thoroughly some 
months ago. -We understand .that, at Angas 
ton, the fruit that was being crystallised was 
not dried fruit and we could not bring it within 
the scope of the Act; hOwever, the fruit was 
very good and I could not see anything that 
was wrong with it. 

SULPHURING PROBLEM 

Mr. D. C. WinterbOttom (Victoria): Sulphur
ing is one problem that I can see. Causing som~ 
concern . to .tree_,fruit growers. Incidentally, 
Mildura is almost out of tree fruit production; 
18.st year we packed only 3 tons of apricots, 
and only 20 tons_ of peachef!. Tree fruits ue 
a problem fcir SoUih Australia;. there are some 
in the Goulburn Valley, but a lot of it is very 
];'oor quality indeed, and growers there will 
have difficulty in maintaining production -in 
peace time. During the war the army de
manded an inCreased ·sulphur--·content;; but now 
we are coming ba'ek to the 14 grains maxi
mum .for Canada anq __ the·U.K.:; Some coUntries 
want 'it less. I would not like to see our former 
difficulties' occur ·again. 

SPECIAL DIFFICULTIES 

Mr. A. J. Chap!llan .(South Austi-alia): The 
main -jdea ot a sub-comMittee is that thE! men 
on it would be .more vitally jnterested in tree 
fruits. We did a very good job on t!>e old 

tree fruits committee. There are special prob
lems in connection with tree fruits processing 
and marketing. For instance, if this · crys~ 
tallising persists on a large scale, it is going 
to _upset our inarket, and that is a position we 
have to w-atch. 

The majority of members of the Board of 
Management are ·not interested in tree fruits, 
and much of their time is taken up with tree 
fruit proble-ms. The Board members would be 
relieved of a good deal of detail work on tree 
fruits if they had to deal only with the advice 
and recommendation of a sub-committee. 

Mr. P. Malloch (Victoria): There will be no 
opposition from the Board to the proposal, 
which meets with our whole hearted support. 
We realise that there are special tree frui":. 

The chairman theri declared the motion, 
Trott-Gordan, carried, as follows: 

''That a speci"al sub-committee be set up 
for consideration of problems of tree fruits." 
In connection with the nominations to the 

tree fruits committee from South Australia, it 
was pointed out that Mr. Ward would be rep
resenting the CDFS interests in Victoria and 
.South Australia, and Mr. Newton was nomina.· 
ted as a trade member for So_uth AustrS:l!a, 

The Chairman then declared th9 tree fruit:Ji 
committee members to have been ·appointed 
as follows: 

New South Wales, Mr. T. Steele; Victoria, 
Messrs. D. C. WiQ;terbottom and C. Ward; 
South Austr-alia, Messrs J. R. Jemison, A. J~ 
C~apman and H. W. Newton. 

Revolution In The Neutralising Of ~3alt 
We have often been asked whether there was any possibility of neutralising 

the salt in our soils and the answer has always been the. same: "There .is no. 
known Chemical to neutralise salt, and the only way to get rid of it in a soil is 
to wash it out by means of drains," writes 5 'Nemo" in: dle -uMurray Pione-er;,..· 
Renmark. 

T,he following artiCle- app~areid in t;h_e "Mur
rumbidgee Irrigator~'~ wi-itten bY HeieJ:t Grant, 
of farm 281, Leeton. It is headed: ''The Mir· 
acle of desalting kit in ·relation·to Bore Water 
and Australia," ~.rid.' !ea:~s: 

"The de-salting kit; a· simple plastic bag, n n 
)nly a :miracle, but ·one· of ·the· many ·triumphs 
of chemistry in this war, an invention which 
h"as saved the lives· of many hundredS of ·air
nien :forced down into the sea, offers in ita 
principle an amazing solution· of the· problem 
of purifying salt or mineralized water and 
inaking' it fit to drink. 

"In the dry outback . regions of AuStralia 
millions of gallons of water are found in art.e· 
sion bores . At times some of these supplies 
are too saline for drinking or for the ·use 0f 
irrigation . · 

Th-e logical expansion of the de-salting prO· 
cess would simply mean that by the- ordinary· 
addition to a chemical mixture,· cheap -and· 
easily procurable, ·the wate-r· would· be· rendered
pure. This amazing· achievement· has alrea:dy · 
been undertaken in America on ·a larte· scaJe · 
commercial basis. 

"Several companies have undertaken the 
wholesale purificatiOn of trained or mineralized 
water. Using the Amerlite process one plant 
is now treating fi-ve million gallons of water
daily at a cost of troiri fiVe to ten cents a 
thousand -gallonS ·. · 

COS"'r D'F ·pROCESS 

'_jNaturally the ·necessary ·treatment ot 
heavily mineralized ·bore water woutd raise 
the question _of considerab-le C'O'st of the pro
cess, but mass· ·production· applied to syn
thetic chemistry has guaranteed that it will 
certainly br'ing this_ revolutionary __ deve.lop.. 
ment to the assistance of one· of 'the most 
urgent needs of Australia's waterless area·.& 
today. 

"For years the. theory h8.d Pe!3~ . _acqept_ed .. 
that while solid bodies- mixed with ·water could 
ahvaYs ·be .filtered~ i~ :w~~ ~o~ ~t.hai( sitbsi~n~· ~ 
ces dissolved in Water were there permanently 
a~d that _only by distillation could--the water 
be purified. You could not remove- salts from 
water; you had on the contrary to ·remove the 
water froi'Q. the salts-of course by boiling 
some .dissolved .substance can· be· pret:iJ)itated: · 
In 1936' .this disebvery was ·m4de -br'·twb En-· 
gUsh cheniists, B.· A.· Adams and· ·E.· Leith ton· · 
Holmes, ot the Chemical-Research 'Laboratory; 
'reddington (England). 'rll,ey !o~nd that cer· 

tain synthetic resins· -with which they were 
working, had the .power· of ' __ dissolving salt<~ 
in water. one t:ype broke up the salt com
pounds and abs~on'e half Of them, whHe 
another completedflie process so that if you 
passed the sea water in turn over each ream. 
you had water -fit to drink. When the Salin:e 
content of water is found too heavy to allow·
the complete removal in the operation repeti· 
tion of th<: process will-at op.Ce produce the
correct res_ult. Obviously the mass production 
of these necessary resins is at .the present 
moment a question of expense, but the .incred
ibly vast expansion of chemical industry dur· 
ing the war, -especially in. the field of syn
thetics,. will assuredly, before _long, overcome 
the cost factor and the Austr"alian grazier or 
agriculturist in a very simple way will have 
at his diSposal means by which brackish '1r 
mineralised water can be made fit for use 
quickly and cheaply. 

"EXperts as late as 1942 argued that distil
lation was the only way of making sea Water 
drinkable. The urgent need of war proved 
they were wrong and another miracle of inven
tion was brought into being by man's neces
sity. Now all Naval and Air p_ersonnel have a 
simple compact kit by which -a Supply of drink· 
ing water can be obtaiiled frOm the sea, which 
will last for a week. ·From instances such as 
these we can draw applications to our own 
problems here. Only too often, to every prQ-
position· of remedial measure :put -forward as 
having been tried or acom-plished in other 
countries than Australia, the obstruc.tiomst 
or the wilfully ignorant is ready, not only with 
objections, but with inexcusable opposition til 
every helpfui suggestion. They forget or pro
fess to ignore that science· throughout the 
world is working every hour •. day and night, 
for th'e very solutiOn of thoSe 'problems which 
the courageous and enterpriSing amongst us 
are out to solve by the most practical means 
at our disposal." 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION? • How far this ];1i'ocess of desalting water will 
have any praCtical application is hard to forea 
tell, -because s9ience does not stand still, and 
the old accepted idea that nothing will neua 
traJ~Ze salt h<is bfien exploded. 

We have learned, in recent years, not to 
scoff at anything which appears to have the 
s_emblance of_ fantastic impossibility. Who 
knows what problems !4_~ scfBntist Will even
tuaily solve for us? 


