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EDITORIAL 
Since Federal Council ancj the publication of the last issue of this Journal, there 

have been two major developments: Stabilisation and the move to Mildura. 

On Sultana Price Stablisation the Government has made its final offer. This 
provides for a guranteed minimum return based on the average net returns to 
packers in the preceding two seasons and the estimated return for the season 
under consideration. The guaranteed minimum return for seasons 1982-1984 will 
be 90% of that average and 95% for seasons 1985-1986. 

While recognising that the Scheme will provide only minimal support, and will 
probably never come into force, the Board has accepted the Scheme rather than 
have no Scheme at all. After discussions with the Minister for Primary Industry it is 
apparent that the Government is unprepared to offer any further concession. 

The positive elements of the Scheme as adopted are: 

1 . Australian prices are not to be tied to export. 

2. There is no limit to the amount which the Government will pay out when 
required. 

3. There is no cost to growers as the Scheme is non-contributory. 

4. It is anticipated that any extension for further seasons will be at a guaranteed 
minimum return of 95% of the three-year average. 

At Federal Council in July it was agreed thatthe Head Office ofThe ADFAshould 
be relocated in Mildura. To this end the Board has purchased the ex-Stuart & 
Harrison Showroom in Deakin Avenue, Mildura. Sunraysia District Council has 
generously supported the proposed development by passing its control, the stock 
and fittings of the Dried Fruits Centre, to the Board. In addition the premises in 
which the Centre is now located are to be sold and the proceeds in excess of 
$50,000 passed to the Board. The value of the property is in the vicinity of 
$150,000. 

It is now proposed to develop the showroom area of the new property as a shop 
and extended tourist centre, and to provide office accommodation in the rear. All 
this will take some time, and in the interim the Head Office will be located in Mildura 
in temporary premises. 

FRANK H. GILL 
Chairman 

ADFA Board of Management 
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NEW MAN IN CHARGE OF RESEARCH 

The new man in the directorate of the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture, following last week's 
retirement of Deputy Director-General Rod Kef
ford, is Dr Jim Mclaughlin. 

Dr Mclaughlin, appointed an Assistant 
Director-General, is now in charge of all research 
done in the Department. 

He takes the position in the directorate 
vacated by the new Deputy Director-General, Dr 
Des Hare. 

Dr Mclaughlin said this week that he would be 
aiming to get more integration of the research 
effort in the Department. 

"It is very easy to develop a fragmented re
search approach to such things as animal health, 
nutrition and management, but what is needed is 
a co-ordinated and complementary effort," he 
siad. 

"There is a fair amount of that done already, 
and 1 hope that it will continue to progress." 

Before his promotion this week, Dr Mclaughlin 
was Chief of Animal Research in the Depart
ment, a job he came to in 1976 after spending 18 
years at the Pastoral Research Station, Hamil
ton. 

His work at the Pastoral Research Station es
tablished new principles of knowledge in the 
fields of survival, nutrition and growth of young 
sheep, and he helped to build the station up to 
what it is today. 

Dr Mclaughlin left this week for a four-week 
visit to China with a team doing a feasibility study 
of dairy farms there for the Australian Develop
ment Assistance Bureau. 

ROD KEFFORD RETIRES 

Mr Rod Kefford, Deputy Director-General of 
Agriculture, retired from the Department of 
Agriculture on Fridav. 4 September after 31 
years of service. 

At his farewell, the Minister of Agriculture, Mr 
Austin, said that Mr Kefford had done much to 
develop the organisation of the Department of 
Agriculture. 

His ability as an administrator had won him the 
award of a fellowship of the Royal Institute of 
Public Administration, and his contribution to the 
profession of agricultural science had earned 
him a fellowship of the Australian Institute of 
Agricultural Science. 

Mr Austin said that over a period of 20 years Mr 
Kefford had assisted three Ministers of Agricul
ture at meetings of the Australian Agricultural 
Council and three Directors of Agriculture at 
meetings of the Standing Committee on agricul
ture. 

While executive officer of the Department of 
Agriculture he had administered industry and 
Commonwealth Government funds for research 
and extension. 

He had also been chairman of the working 
party whose work led to the setting up of the 
United Dairyfarmers of Victoria. 

His energy and ability had been behind the 
Department of Agriculture's development pro
jects in India. 
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He had been a strong supporter of continuing 
training and development of members of staff. 

In his early years in the Department of 
Agriculture he had worked in horticulture. He had 
kept up an association with the fruit and vegetable 
industries and in his retirement he would con-

tinue as Chairman of the Melbourne Wholesale 
Fruit and Vegetables Trust. 

Mr Austin said that Mr Kefford had been an 
outstanding public servant. He would retire, with 
the good wishes of all of his friends, to a small 
property on the, Mornington Peninsula and grow 
blueberries. 

A QUALITY FIRST FOR YOUNG TRESCO 
COUPLE 

For Kevin and Anne Pye of Tresco, the 1981 
ADFA Gadgel Reid Oay at lrymple was a day to 
remember. 

The happy couple were the outright winners of 
the 1980-81 season Sultana Quality Competition 
which has been run by the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board since 1968. 

The Secretary of the Board, Mrs E. Barbian, 
presented Kevin and Ann with the trophy, an 
engraved silver tray and with the perpetual 
shield, which is displayed at the Packing House 
where the winning fruit was delivered. 

The Pyes have been grape growers for sev
eral years, but only purchased their Sultana 
property three years ago. 

The investment paid off and with Kevin's care
ful management the two hectare addition yielded 
the couple a winning harvest of five tonnes of six 
crown and seven tonnes of five crown Sultanas. 

Irrigating with high salinity water places a lot of 

importance on water management for most 
Tresco growers, who now have a "water on de
mand system". 

Kevin applied seven pre-harvest irrigations in 
various furrow design systems, making applica
tion subject to seasonal requirements. 

The rackground at tne t'ye property features a 
good cover of couch grass and Kevin uses 
weedicides to control gentle annie and other 
problem weeds. 

With the help of fruit pickers this year's fruit 
was spread carefully .with 1,350 buckets on a 
standard eight-tier 50-yard rack. 

Experience had shown Kevin that rack spray
ing gives better coloured fruit than dipping, and 
he rack sprayed by using one single thorough 
application. 

After shaking the fruit by machine, it was then 
finished off on the ground sheets for three to five 
days, depending on weather conditions. 

Kevin and Anne Pye receive their presentation from Mrs E. Barbian (Centre). 
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MALLEE DRIED VINE FRUIT MONITOR FARM 
STUDY 

The Department of Agriculture and The ADFA 
are co-operating to conduct this study to monitor 
the costs of production and the returns for Dried 
Vine Fruits produced in the Sunraysia District. 
Both The ADFA and the Department of Agricul
ture require up-to-date and reliable information 
on production costs and the financial position 
generally of Dried Vine Fruit growers. 

Benefits expected to flow from the farm study 
are: 

( 1) An annual monitor of financial performance 
will assist both govern~ent and private en
terprise bodies to recognise and adjust to 
changing financial conditions on fruit 
blocks. 

(2) Department of Agriculture staff will be aware 
of major cost, inputs, changes in these in
puts over time, ahd. the effect of variation in 
management approaches and skills on pro
duction cost. 

(3) Government bodies can use this informa
tion, to better understand the "on farm situa
tion" in making policy/marketing decisions. 

(4) Participating growers benefit in the com
parative assessment of their performance. 

(5) Advisors benefit in developing on an ongo
ing, annual basis, a close working know
ledge of financial matters on two or three 
properties. This as~ists in developing a 
"whole farm approach" to extension activi
ties. 

(6) A closer working relationship and greater 
appreciation of the relative responsibilities 
and abilities of Department of Agriculture 
andADFA. 

It is proposed to survey fifteen growers from 
the Sunraysia/Robinvale Districts. Twelve of 
these growers to come from Sunraysia and three 
from the Robinvale district. Constraints on selec
tion of the survey sample are: 

1. The grower concerned must cpnsider himself 
primarily a dried vine fruit producer. No major 
emphasis at the present, nor intended in the 
future, for substantial diversions to winery 
outlets. 

2. The minimum area planted to vines should be 
fifteen acres. 

3. Vines must occupy at least 80% oft he planted 
area. 

A representative of the cross section of the 
Industry satisfying these constraints is desirable 
in preparing the survey sample. Detailed finan
cial information will be collected from source 
documents, i.e. cheque butts and invoices on an 
annual basis by Department of Agriculture and 
ADFA staff. The most important element is the 
grower's agreement to co-operate in this manner 
for at least five years so as to provide a reliable 
indicator to changing financial and physical con
ditions. 

SALES TAX: OILS AND GREASES 

There has been some question as to the effect 
of the increased sales tax announcements in the 
Budget on oils and greases used for rural 
machinery. 
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The situation remains as b6f0re the Budget, 
that is, oils and greases requil'ed for vehicles and 
machinery used for agricultural production, such 
as tractors and other exempt vehicl'es, remain 
free of sales tax. 

Oils and greases used in private transport 
vehicles in rural areas will attract the increased 
rate of sales tax as is the case for oils and 
greases used for private transport vehicles in 
non-rural areas. 

NEW CONTROLS ON AGRICULTURAL 
CHEMICALS 

Certain agricultural chemicals and some uses 
of particular chemicals are now prohibited follow
ing a proclamation this month under the Agricul~ 
tural Chemicals Act. 

The Minister of Agriculture, Mr Austin, today 

PROGRESS REPORT 

gave the tolloWing details of the new controls, 
some of which were already accepted by agree~ 
ment but now have legal force. 

• DDT may no longer be used on livestock, 
cereal crops, tobacco crops and pastures. 

• Aldrin may no longer be used except for the 
control of terfnites and two specific applica
tions to soil in potato and onion crops. 

• Nicotine sulphate may no longer be used as 
an insecticide. 

• Potassium antimonyl tartrate, commonly 
known as tartar emetic, may no longer be used 
to control ants. 

• Lead arsenate may no longer be used on 
grapes grown for any purpose and may no 
longer be used on apricots. 

Mr Austin said that groWers should use only 
registered chemicals, and only for the uses 
stated on the label. 

MURRAY RIVER MANAGEMENT 

D. J. Constable, 
Commissioner State Rivers and Water 

Supply Commission 

As this is your Annual Conference, I guess 
twelve months is an appropriate period to choose 
to review the status of measures directed to
wards improving the management of the River 
Murray. 

While getting together some notes for the 
purpose, I noticed it is just twelve months since 
Bill Bromfield spoke to the Water Research 
Foundation Symposium here in Melbourne -
the title of that address being· "Managing the 
River Murray- the Way Ahead''. 

It is also just twelve months since I spoke to a 
District Rotary Conference at Mildura on a similar 
theme. 

It mi.ght be useful to briefly review the main 
points we were making at that time. 

In his address Mr Bromfield examined the 
range of matters which need to be managed to 
meet overall community objectives for a river 
basin system, such as the Murray, and existing 
arrangements for their management. 

He listed nine major aspects which appear to 
cover th~ range of community interests from the 
upper catchments to the outlet to the sea. 

They were: 

1. Water Resource Assessment 

2. Sharing of Water and Control of Diversions 

3. Water Conservation and Regulation 

4. Catchment Management 

5. River and Flood Plain Management 

6. Water Quality Management 

7. Environmental Management 

8. Navigation 

9. Hydro-electric Power Generation 

-the operation of the Snowy Scheme, and 
power stations at Hume and more recently at 
Dartmouth, obviously add to the complexities 
of long term operation of the water supply 
system. 

I think it would be useful to recall briefly the 
main points encompassed within that listing. 

1. Water Resource Assessment 
Proposals for the use of the waters of the River 

require a knowledge of the nature, extent and 
variability of the resource. Information about 
historic natural flows is also necessary in asses
sing flood plain management strategies and the 
possible environmental consequences of con
servation proposals. 

The River Murray Commission (RMC), is re
quired to undertake these gaugings and does so, 
and comprehensive records are available for 
various stations along the River and its tribu
taries for the period since the Commission was 
established. 

2. Sharing of Water and Control of 
Diversions 

The Governments, in adopting the River 
Murray Waters Agreement in 1915, sought to 
resolve the conflict and competition for the use of 
the water, and to assign rights to the States to the 
use of this water, so that development. could 
proceed in an orderly manner. 

The Agreement therefore assures South 
Australia of certain guaranteed minimum 
monthly and annual volumes, after which the two 
upper States are entitled to an equal share of the 
remainder. During periods of restriction the avail
able waters under the control of the Commission 
are shared equally between the three States. 

Each State retains the right to the use of tribu
tary flows which enter the River below Albury, 
with a requirement- to advise the RMC of any 
State proposals which would affect the quantity 
of water flowing in the River. The current Agree
ment however does not require notification of 
any proposals which would affect the quality of 
water in the River. 
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3. conservation and Regulation 
The Murray and its tributaries are subject to 

wide variations in flow and in extreme droughts 
such as occurred in 1915 the Murray practically 
ceased to flow at Nyah and at Mildura. Irrigation 
and urban development both need a high degree 
of secur:ity in water supplies for success. The 
original Agreement provided for a series of weirs 
along the River and the construction of Hume 
Dam to store flood flows for release during drier 
periods. Subsequent amendments to the Agree
ment provided for the raising of Hume Dam and 
the construction of Dartmouth Dam on the Mitta 
Mitta River. The Murray is now subject to a high 
degree of regulation. 

4. Catchment Management 
The existing Agreement places a duty on New 

South Wales and Victoria to manage the catch
ments above Albury in the interests of water sup
ply. Catchment management is directed towards 
maintaining the yield of the catchment and pro
tecting reservoirs from loss of capacity through 
siltation. In the event of the States failing in their 
duty, the RMC can carry out the work. 

However the Soil Conservation Authorities in 
each of the States have active programs of soil 
conservation and erosion control and interven
tion by the River Murray Commission or anyone 
else does not seem to be necessary. 

5. River and Flood Plain Management 
The Current Agreement limits the powers of 

the RMC in relation to river and flood plain man
agement to the construction of works to prevent 
the loss of regulated flows in the sections of the 
River between Hume and Yarrawonga. 

Water released to satisfy the requirements of 
downstream users during the summer months, 
could escape at times through anabranches and 
into low lying flood plains. Regulators have there
fore been constructed on effluent creeks in the 
Barmah and Moira Forests and some desnag
ging and erosion control works have been 
carried out in the section between Hume and 
Yarrawonga to maintain the hydraulic capacity of 
the River. 

The four Goverments have also agreed to 
contribute to the cost of providing access across 
effluent creeks in the section from Hume to 
Yarrawonga as high flows during the summer 
months cause these creeks to run for much 
longer periods in some years than they would 
under natural conditions. 

Control of levee banks along the Victorian/ 
New South Wales boundary is effected through 
an Interstate Committee on River Murray 
Levees, which comprise representatives of the 
Victorian and New South Wales water authori
ties. 

In general, Victoria looks to planning controls 
to ensure appropriate use of flood plain lands 
rather than the construction of works to protect 
inappropriate development. 

6. Water Quality Management 
The usefulness of any water resources will 

depend on its quality as well as its quantity. In 
any river system both will vary at different times 
of the year and may be related to one another, 
and both quantity and quality are now monitored 
regularly by the River Murray Commission. 

Currently the RMC's responsibilities under the 
Agreement in relation to water quality manage
ment are limited to the provision of dilution flows 
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to mitigate salinity, and I will come back to this 
point shortly. 

7, Environmental Management 
The River and its environs are under pressure 

from factors other than water resource develop
ment proposals. The introduction of European 
Carp and infestations of water hyacinth in 
tributaries of the Darling are examples. 

The increased use of the River for recreation 
poses a real problem. This results in demands on 
the River Murray Commission to keep Hume 
Reservoir full during the summer months to 
maximise recreation benefit. Advocates of this 
policy also promote the concept that the dam 
should be kept empty during winter and spring as 
flood mitigation measure. These objectives are 
clearly in conflict with the primary objective in 
constructing the dam in the first place, and that 
was to store winter and spring surpluses for re
lease through the /ow flow and drier months of 
the year. 

The River landscape is a significant feature of 
the Australian scene, and every effort should be 
made to protect it. Fortunately much of the ad
joining land, at least in Victoria, is vested in the 
Crown and managed by the Forests Commis
sion, and its future is secure. However, where 
land is in private ownership there is a demand for 
subdivision and construction of holiday or retire
ment homes which is not always resisited by 
local planning authorities, even where the 
houses would go under water during major 
floods. 

There is scope for the development of a State 
Planning Policy for the River Murray along the 
Victorian border and a need for such a policy to 
be developed in conjunction with planning au
thorities in the other States, if this feature of the 
Australian landscape is to be preserved for 
posterity. 

The difficulties which arise between the opera
tion of a River system for water supply purposes, 
and objectives for maintenance and enhance
ment of the aquatic environment and general 
riverain eco-system is highlighted by the current 
issues in relation to the Barmah-Millewa river 
redgum forest complex. 

On the one hand there is a desire by forest 
managers to exclude or limit unseasonal flood
ings of the forest, such as occur during high 
regulated river releases to meet irrigation 
demand in summer." On the other hand there is 
concern that reduction of the frequency of winter
spring floodings, as happens when storages are 
filling, might significantly change the nature of 
the forest. 

All of these are issues which need to be taken 
into account in looking at future management 
arrangements. 

B. Navigation 

Regulation of the River to provide adequate 
depth was an important issue when govern
ments met to discuss co-ordinated management 
and development arrangements, when the first 
agreement was finalised. 

It is also the principal reason the Common
wealth Government is a party to the Agreement 
because of its consititutional powers in relation to 
navigation in interstate waterways. 

It is a matter of record that. river transport has 
virtually ceased, and river traffic nowadays is 

limited to tourist cruises and private and com
mercial houseboats. However this is likely to in
crease and will require regulation and control to 
minimise its effect on the River. 

The development of future management pro
posals must re~ognise that the River Murray is of 
great economic, social and environmental 
significance to each of the three States which 
occupy its catchment and that it is unrealistic to 
expect sovereign states to hand over their 
powers to some super-state authority which is 
not easily accountable for its actions. 

It was really on these general considerations 
that in 1975 the Working Party set up by tti9 four 
Governments recommended that revisions . to 
the existing River Murray Waters Agreem9nt 
should be directed towards ensuring that all ~he 
issues involved in the management of the River 
are exposed and dealt with in a manner which 
has regard to the interests of all the parties. 

A great deal of work has been done on prepar
ing the revisions in final legislative form. The 
amendments are expected to expand the exist
ing functions and powers of the River Murray 
Commission, including: 

( 1) Powers to allow the River Murray Commis
sion to have regard to water management 
objectives other than irrigation and naviga
tion in the operation and management of its 
works. 

(2) Provision for the Commission to carry out 
preventative or remedial measures arising 
frofD the construction or operation of its 
works. 

(3) A duty to monitor the quality of the waters of 
the Murray. 

(4) A requirement that the States advise the 
Commission of any proposal that will affect 
the quantity or quality of the water in the 
River. 

(5) Powers to carry out studies and investiga
tions into any matter that will affect the 
quantity or quality of water in the River. 

(6) Powers to make representations to State 
agencies on matters proposed by them 
which might affect the quality of the water in 
the River. 

(7) Powers to make recommendations on water 
quality objectives for the River that the 
States might adopt and on the operation of 
the State salinity control and drainage works. 

(8) Power to establish Committees to advise the 
Commission on the carrying out of its 
functions. 

Although the agreements have not been form
ally ratified by legislation, the RMC with the 
agreement of the fOur Goverriments ha·s cilready 
embarked on these expanded functions, per
haps a little tentatively in some areas. 

In my own talk to the Rotarians at Mildura, the 
majority of whom were visiting from South 
Australia by the way, I reviewed the nature and 
causes of salinity and its effects. 1 concluded by 
saying there was room for optimism for the future 
of the Murray Valley for the following reasons: 

Firstly, it has been agreed by all four Go'vern
ments that the River Murray Cor:nmission should 
have the powers to manage water quality as well 
as water quantity. 
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Secondly, I said there is a greater understand
ing of the issues involved and their interaction, 
and there had been a co-ordinated plan prepared 
of works and measures in all three States as the 
first phase in control programs. 

Thirdly, while the problems of high water
tables, waterlogging and soil salinisation in some 
areas have been increasing, there is no clear 
long term trend that either water quality in the 
Murray is deteriorating or salt loads are in
creasing. 

I believe most people in that audience at the 
time would have generally agreed with the con
clusions I was putting. Regrettably, if that discus
sion took place today, I would not be confident of 
the same reception. 

And yet the facts have not changed! 

One significant factor, I believe, in the change 
in views and attitudes has been largely the result 
of the activities of relatively small groups in all 
three States who have deliberately confused the 
facts in seeking to promote their own very narrow 
interests. 

Before we can return to a climate in which 
consensus is possible, it is necessary to focus 
again on the facts, or at least some of the signific
ant ones. 

Firstly, we have just come through a drought in 
south-eastern Australia, and this has been a re
minder that our natural climate is really "rags to 
riches" in terms of available river flows; on the 
main stem of the Murray for example the range of 
annual flows in wet to dry years is 13 to 1. 

On the Murray River system, the current pat
tern of development and prosperity for hundreds 
of thousands of people on farms and in cities and 
towns depends on having guaranteed annual 
supplies of water, and having some protection 
against the inevitable droughts. 

Those annual demands currently vary be
tween 6.9 million megalitres in an average year 
to 7.6 million in a dry year.lh such a dry year the 
total inflow to the system is only about 2.4 million, 
so something like 5.2 million megalitres is 
needed to bridge the gap, and that can only come 
from the storages which have been constructed 
to conserve and carry over water from high inflow 
years. 

I ask you to contemplate the Murray Valley as it 
now exists, and the real disaster which would 
result if only 2.4 million megalitres of Water were 
to be available in a dry year- about 30% of the 
actual requirements. 

Of the total water use in a dry year, 56% is 
required to meet irrigation diversion in all three 
States, 26% is for transmission and evaporation 
losses upstream of the South Australian border, 
15% is for flows required in South Australia for 
dilution and evaporation over and above 
volumes required for diversion. arid less than 3% 
is for urban use, mostly in Adelaide. 

For twelve of the last fourteen years the flow to 
South Australia has been more than double the 
entitlement, in most years very much more, and 
in only the drought years of 1967/68 and 1980/ 
81 has the flow been reduced to entitlement only, 
for the bulk of the year. 

River water quality also varies naturally. Some 
of our rivers have very poor water quality, in dry 
years a number of them in Victoria having 
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salinities in excess of 1660 EC at points well 
upstream in the catchment. 

In a normal year the total salt load measured at 
the South Australian border is about 1. 1 million 
tonnes made up of: 

Tributary and main stream flows 600,000 tonnes 
Groundwater inflows 250,000 tonnes 
Drainage inflows 250,000 tonnes 

and a further 500,000 tonnes is added to the river 
in South Australia, largely from groundwater 
inflows. 

The critical thing of course is how much water 
accompanies the salt, and water quality prob
lems are most acute in dry years. 

It is true that the salinity of the river water 
increases as the water passes downstream due 
to the natural groundwater inflows I have just 
mentioned, and inflows from tributary streams 
whit;h have higher natural salinities than the up
per sections of most rivers. It is also true that 
inflows of salt have increased due to the establish
ment of irrigation projects on the flood plain adja
cent to the river cours'e. Most of the natural 
groundwater inflow occurs downstream of Euston 
and water quality is seldom a problem upstream of 
this point. 

However, there is no evidence to indicate that 
salinities have increased upstream of Euston, or 
indeed Red Cliffs over the last thirty years, apart 
from normal seasonal variations. A most im
portant point which is often not recognised is that 
in a natural state, in low flow years the water in 
the lower Murray would be virtually unuseabte 
because of high salinities caused by the natural 
salt inflows. In dry years prior to irrigation, river 
salinity reached very high levels indeed, and 
salinities of 6,000, 10,000 and 16,000 EC were 
recorded at Berri, Morgan and Murray Bridge in 
South Australia in 1915. The regulation of the 
river now made possible by the construction of 
works, and the provision of minimum guaranteed 
flows to South Australia, ensures that salinity will 
never be more than about 20% of these naturally 
occurring levels. 

Some references appear from time to time 
above the health risks associated with the use of 
River Murray water. The Australian National 
Health and Medical Research Council has in
dicated that 2,500 EC is the maximum level ap
propriate to Australian conditions to give a drink
ing water of satisfactory quality. The Council has 
also suggested that a lower level of 800 EC be 
adopted as a long term objective which, if 
achieved, would result in a drinking water of very 
high quality. For the greater part in most years 
this lower level is already achieved at the 
Adelaide offtakes, and it is only in the occasional 
very dry year when the salinity of water diverted 
has exceeded 1,000 EC. 

There has been prepared by the four govern
ments involved, a co-ordinated plan of action for 
dealing with the more immediate problems in 
irrigation areas and of river water quality, and its 
completion over the next ten years or so will 
provide a high guarantee for the maintenance of 
productivity in irrigation areas and at the same 
time result in sigificant reduction in river salinities 
at the critical low flow periods by up to 170 EC 
units at Morgan and 140 at Merbein. 

The Maunsell Report sets out a realistic plan 
for future action to which all concerned people 
should feel a sense of· commitment. The im-

plementati0n of further similar programs in the 
future should ensure the stability of the river 
system from a salinity point of view. 

I have recently returned from a month spent in 
the western States of the USA, examining the 
current measures being developed there to deal 
with very simila~ problems. The solutions being 
developed on the Colorado River system, for 
example, which has many parallels with the 
Murray, are not far removed from those currently 
being developed here. Those measures include 
a whole package of site specific solutions to deal 
with point source salinity inflows and for com
plementary measures to adjust farming practice, 
firstly to reduce accessions to groundwater, and 
to develop crops and systems of irrigation man
agement appropriate to varying qualities of sup
plied water. In Australia, we are well down that 
track, and irrigation research programs in all 
States are being directed to these ends. 

No-one would deny that problems will exist in 
the Murray Valley in maintaining the viability of 
agriculture and in maintaining satisfactory water 
quality levels in the future. The challenge is really 
not to restore water quality in the Murray to its 
natural state, but to produce a water quality man
agement plan which will enable established com
munities based on irrigated agriculture to remain 
viable, which at the same time, will provide 
necessary guarantees for the protection of the 
interests of urban dwellers and the environmen
tal values of the Valley. 

In developing such a plan it will be necessary 
to deter'mine the range of achievable and sus
tainable water quality targets for critical points in 
the system, and an examination of options for 
improving those levels. The process of optimisa
tion will inevitably involve "trade-offs", and mea
sures to identify and distribute the relative costs 
and benefits. 

Such decisions can really only be taken follow
ing the development of a water quality model for 
the system, and the RMC is currently advertising 
world-wide for consultants to develop the 
methodology. 

In the emotions generated over the last 
several months, the worth of the Maunsell report 
has been largely ignored, with calls for the im
plementation of what I call "grand plans" for "per
manent" solutions to the problem. The two most 
quoted examples are a pipeline to the sea, or 
massive desalination works. In the Australian 
contexT theSe are clearly -outside the range of 
economic feasibility, and have environmental 
consequences of some complexity. 

I believe our solutions wilt lie in the whole 
range of measures already canvassed, some 
engineering, some agricultural, some opera
tional, maximising the opportunity to discharge 
salt to the sea when it can safely be done, and 
extending the use of evaporating basins utilising 
solar energy for disposal of saline effluents. 

That means as a community we need to get 
over our emotional hang-ups about the re-use of 
drainage water where we can, and evaporation 
of what we can't. And that means a substantial 
community education program is required. 

I believe the members ot this Association are 
. in a position to play a significant role in that 

process. 
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The following two addresses were delivered at Federal Council1981 to stimulate thought 
on the current direction of the Dried Fruits Industry. 

FUTURE SHOCK Dilemma for an Industry byMrR.Johnstone 

Mr President, I believe that our Industry's major 
decision-makers are in a great state of deteriora
tion. Not our people, but out grapevines and they 
are the major part of this industry to which we 
belong. No industry can let the value of its produc
tive assets fall because that heralds a great period 
of decline from which it might find great difficulty in 
recovering. _ 

We have been very slow to take advantage of 
the technology that has been offered us. Back in 
1940 the CSIRO or its equivalent then, sugges
ted that if we put our vines on T-trellis we could 
get a yield increase of around 15%, and yet today 
we find about half of our vineyards are still trei
Jised with the single trellis wire design. There are 
many other examples of developing technology 
which offer great improvement in on-farm effi
ciency which have been ignored by many grow
ers in the industry. 

While it is easy to say our assets have declined 
there are many examples of shiny tractors and 
coloured rotary hoes around our vineyards, but 
the things that really greatly influence productiv
ity are our grapevines. A close examination of 
their performance potential will before much 
longer give many growers a real shock. 

In the irrigated districts of Mildura, Merbein 
and Red Cliffs in the year 1980 there were 259 
applications made to the Valuer-General's 
Department indicating notice of intent for dis
posal of properties five acres or larger, which is 
an enormous proportion of properties. It's an in
crease of about 45% on the applications lodged 
in 1977, so that there has been a large rate of 
property turnover in recent years, and the prices 
of these properties are rising at much higher 
rates than the national inflation. 

In many instances you can pick up local 
papers and see properties of 20 acres being 
advertised at prices of $130,000 or more. For 
those of you who have got the Ag. notes I com
mend to you the reading of the one called "The 
Outline of activities, costs and returns of a dried 
vine fruit property in Sunraysia", because it pro
jects very clearly what sort of return you can get 
from an investment on a 20-acre vineyard. In this 
instance a property with a total investment of 
some $90,000 returns the owner operator an 
allowance of $10,000 per annum which is what it 
costs at the present time for hired full-time 
labour. It then allows an additional figure of 
around $4,000for servicing borrowed capital and 
property improvements, which is insufficient to 
allow a property to progress at a rate which en
sures long-term viability. 

Why have prices been so high when their earn
ing capacity is low? Perhaps the people who 
come into our areas to buy properties place a 
great monetary value in grower's lifestyle. 

Yields have been declining. They are unsatis
factory. The last BAE survey which was based on 
the years earlier in the decade showed that an 
average of 44% of our properties were yielding 
6.8 wet tonnes to the acre or less, which is very 
low, and more recently, in the years 1975-1979.1 
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believe the average yield in Red Cliffs, for exam
ple which does include the hail year of 1977 is 
only 1.4 dried tonnes to the acre. The profit pros~ 
pects for low yielding blocks are alarming. 

The price gains we have achieved for our pro
duct in recent years are under great threat from 
inflation, and the profits are indeed, related more 
closely to yield performance than most other 
factors. And our yields I believe, from a broad 
view are going to decline quite rapidly because of 
ageing vines, the effects of nematodes and de
teriorating irrigation systems. 

We wonder how individuals, can plan a more 
secure future. 

The answer is to lift yield, which is perhaps 
strange having in mind some of the deliberations 
we have made at this Council in the past. We do 
have a new technology offering superior plants. 
We have improved irrigation techniques, better 
trellis designs and this technology is applicable 
to the full range of soil types. It is not limited to the 
best soils. We have shown with our present 
knowledge that yields can be lifted to a spectacu
lar level on even the poorer soils. 

But, of course, to adopt this technology we 
need to have access to great amounts of capital 
as improvement programs utilise it very rapidly. 
The other approach to profitability is to lower 
costs and this appears extremely difficult. But 
what we need to do is to vigorously continue our 
search for better plants. We need the develop
ment of a better technology for harvesting and for 
control of our plants, and we need to promote 
those investigations very strongly. 

We do need far better water management. On 
a property where vines are existing on leached 
sands, with very little vigor the break even period 
between a total replant and maintenance of the 
present situation is about thirteen years. For 
many of us that period is excessively long to 
catch up before getting ahead on a re-plant pro
gram. 

And yet if the industry takes an attitude such as 
that on a broad sense we are doomed to failure in 

the longer term so that there is a strong need to 
maintain the value of our grapevines. 

The way ahead is certainly one of high-quality 
reconstruction. The main factor limiting renewal 
is av~ilability of money. Some growers ~@_ Q__a_y_~ 
already begun theifrePianl- programs have 
funded the activity on the profits from their soU 
fumigation programs, but the profits from this 
activity are going to diminish as the fumigants are 
no longer available. 

Another deterrent for improvement is that 
property sales and prices at this particular time 
do not always reflect the improved values of the 
properties. In some instances where there has 
been an intensive improvement program effec
ted, the increases in sale and value of an im
proved property over an unimproved one do not 
warrant the investment of extra C?Pital. 

We're going to have a shock in the future, I 
believe, when the relationship between our pro
duction and our input declines. Property im
provement is necessarily slow. We're going to 
have a core of older growers who are unlikely to 
improve their properties and we're going to have 
a significant section of young growers who be
cause of their indebtedness cannot affOrd to im
prove them, so what is the result going to be? 

It could well be a two-tiered industry. We were 
warned. about this not very long ago. We are 
going to have the "haves". The "haves" have 
either well-established old properties still pro
ducing at high rates and those who have re
planted and receiving the benefits of their invest
ment. In comparison, we have the "have nots" on 
unimproved properties who I believe, will be vul
nerable in the extreme to economic pressures. 
Their profitability will be low. We as a Federal 
Council have a great responsibility to make sure 
that that marketing structure remains relevant 
and sound. It is vital for this industry, I believe, to 
have a large core of efficient producers. They will 
ensure the success of the industry from this 
point, into the next decade and beyond. 

How do We get there? We, I believe, have to 
have policies which are directed firstly to assist
ing individuals to fund improvements to their 
properties. We need to have policies relating to 
better use of the threatened water supply which 
is becoming scarcer. We have to.have policies 
which guarantee better quality supervision of our 
product. And we need to vigorously promote and 
improve technological and economic extension 
services to all our growers, so that they can 
achieve the highest level of management. 

Mr President, I believe when we go back to our 
branches we need to re-think our policies on 
encouragement of better farm efficiency. We ... 
we should be like the grower walking into his 
vigorous grafted vinepatch - he knows where 
he is going even though he finds it hard to see far 
ahead. We must accept that sound management 
of our productive capacity is the major key to a 
more secure future. 
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SUMMER PRUNING AN.D FUTURE ASPECTS By C. P. Bailey 

Mr Presi.dent and delegates, the Board bf Man
agement deci(ied that these addresses- would 
hopefully _stimulate thought and discussion 
amongst the delegates and it is, therefore, with 
that thought in mind that I present this short ad
dress under the heading of Summer Pruning and 
Future Aspects. 

As all delegates_will be aware, the concept of 
pruning the Sultana vine during the summer arid 
then subSequently trellis drying the fruit was con
ceived by Dr P. May of the CSIRO Merbein some 
14 years ago. Several growers, including myself, 
saw it as a means of not relying on perhaps 
inadequate harvest labour, and as an alternative 
means of harvesting, and took up the system from 
that stage. Those growers who have cOntinued 
with the system have found it a more modern and 
effective technique. 

Unfortunat~ly shortly after the concept was 
unde!Way ram at the beginning of a harvest 
caused the system to be used and ca:lled a 
"Salvage operation" and I am certain that this has 
severely hampered its development. 

. The success of the concept of Trellis Drying iS 
generally conceded bythosewhoAREcontinuing 
with the practice, to be directly related to proper 
Vine Management and land husbandry. 

Any apparent detrimental effects on vines for 
those who are not mentally or propertywise pre
pared can, to a great extent, be overcome by 
improved management. 

For iHs generally agreed that summer pruning 
does highlight problems on the vineyard, e.g. 
drainage,· water penetration, nematodes and the 
inadequacy of some of our present trellis sys
tems. 

More attention should be paid to the work done 
by Peter Scoffield of CSIRO Merbein on the effect 

- of. leaf r'emoval on yield of vines which is of the 
utrriost importance, and indicatesthatat least 55% 
of leaVes must be retained to obvi8.te th8 detri
mental effects being experienced by some 
growe_rs; · 

. It is ·most important that proper wetting be 
achieved in one appliccition, as it is detrimental to 
the· quality of the fruit, and also Vf~ry difficult for 
packing companies to achieve a comparable 
standard of export pack if the fruit has to be re-wet 
several times on the vines, as has been and is the 
general practice. 

·jt_ iS al.sb. essential that proper and efficie~t 
harvesting machinery be used to reduce the 
amount of trash being left in the fruit for delivery to 
packing companies. 

The growers who are having the most success 
with the summer pruning -trellis drying method 
have: 

- by: placing replacement canes on a high 
foliage wire achieved large remaining leaf 
areas, with a great proportion of those leaves 
away from wetting· mixtures and available-to 
sunlight. 

- are utilising lower concentration of dipping 
mixtures and achieving excellent wettirig.in 
one operation, with the resultant grades com
parable with rack-dried fruit. 
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They are, in real terms, reducing pruning, 
labour and harvest cost and are producing a 
quality product free from grit, three-cOrnered 
jacks and other unwanted impurities. 

Now, that is all I have to say irl the matter of 
trellis-drying. With reference to future aspects, I 
would like to mention that following an address to 
Sunraysia District Council some two years ago, 
on where the industry is going, it made me think of 
where I was going, and then realising the crisis 
facing the industry, realising the importance of 
maintaining the viability of the industry as well as 
the value of blocks and buoyant sales that we 
need if we are going to continue in industry and 
expect to sell our properties when we are old 
enough and decrepit enough to give it away, it 
became increasingly obvious in view of the 10-
15% annual increase in costs, and the present 
static overseas prices, and the the threat or the 
dark cloud of a shorter working week, it would 
appear tha~ a great proportion of the industry 
would be unable to financially continue after a 
period of approximately six years. 

When I mention a specified time of six years 1 
am referring to those properties such as Mr John
stone mentioned that are almost unviable at this 
stage, and it doesn't matter how much they strug
gle, it would appear that eventually they will be 
working for nothing. So it would then appear that 
significant changes will have to be made within 
the industry if it is to survive. 

With reference to Peter Clingeleffer and the 
paper presented to Federal Council in the Dried 
Fruit News indicating the depth of research al
ready done by CSIRO to give grOwers a choice, 
and a degree of change from the three systems 
that he presented therein, it is obvi!?Us that from 
the point of view of maximum savings in costs, and 
I .refer to pruning, trellising and harvesting, the 

. non-prunirig technique, with its resUltant average 
64V2% increase in yield, mustbe·of prime-interest 
to all. 

I might add at this stage that those partiCular 
vines that CSIRO have taken these-figures from 
are the original vines at CSIRO, they are not 

young vines and I presume their age would be in 
the neighbourh?od of 50 years. 

Trellis drying of this method, is not as yet en
tirely sucCessful, although some work h8s been 
done by the CSIRO at an earlier stage and on 
John Barret's place in the last several years. 1 am 
certai~ that with the technology already available, 
combined with the resources of the industry which 
can be made available for this purpose that it can 
be done and must be done in the very near future. 

Because of the reluctance or apathy of the 
growers themselves to resist change, especially 
of ~_large nature, it will, of necessity, require 
def1mte and decisive action by all aspects of the 
industry, and a very strong grower education. 

The probable increases in production will, of 
neces~1ty, create some problems and will require 
a re-think of some of the items already discussed 
in the past at Federal Council, and by this I refer to 
some of the perennials such as: 

- the registration of vine plantings, 

- the two pool scheme and perhaps the three 
grade system of grading fruit, 

and I think we should be having another look at 
alternate plantings, and certainly we must be 
looking at more frequent irrigation. 

The situation in Robinvale is different, it ap
pears to be a far more viable area, and to me of 
course, indicates that the district was set out in a 
proper manner in the first-place. It has adequate 
drainage where needed and they also have the 
great asset of more frequent irrigations, and that's 
what we're going to have to have to look at. 

I sincerely hope that the industry in general will 
be made aware of the problems it will be facing in 
!he re~s~nably near future. The industry leaders, 
1n their Wisdom, may be able to obviate the prob
lems before they occur. 

So, gentlemen, I have no more to say but 1 do 
repeat that we have the technology and we have 
the resources. 

Thank you . 
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VICTORIAN VINE NURSERY 
SURVEY -1979-80 

A. J. Heslop, 
Senior Viticultural Industry Officer, 

Swan Hill 

INTRODUCTION 

Nine people were listed as nurserymen for the 
3rd annual survey. This covered all major nur
seties selling vines in Victoria. The figures in
clude nursery production on phylloxera stocks in 
the North East of Victoria. They do not include 
private grafting of stocks for own use by vigne
rons and while thiS figure is small, it is neverthe
less increasing. Some mate-rial, mainlY speCial
ised win"e varieties, is produced in Sunraysia and 
sold in specialised wine districts in New South 
Wales. 

RESULTS 

A summary of total vine sales indicates very 
little chan·ge as in Table 1. 

Nurserymen 

TABLE1 
Vine SaleS Summary 

1977 1978 
8 11 

Total Sales 
Per.centage Grafted 

1.25M. 1.15M. 
NA 6% 

1979 
9 

1.15M. 
7% 

While totals were similar there were some 
quite large changes. in the sales of the major 
groupings of varieties. 

Red wine varieties continued to fall away. 
Specialised White wine varieties in general held 
steady with increased demand for Chardonnay. 

ln·creased returns for dried Sultanas have 
clearly been reflected in increased demand for 
planting material, and there was some increase 
in demand for current types. 

While sales of most table grapes tended to fall, 
sales of Cardinal fell dramatically and sales of 
Ohanez doubled. Developments in storage tech· 
niques and increasing length of marketing sea· 
son, along with a variety which is understood, are 
thought to be the reasons for the Ohanez in
crease. 

Sales of Waltham CroSs continued at a steady 
high level, and is becoming an increasingly im· 
portant multi purpose variety. Because of the 
winery demand for gordo, much of the present 
dried raisin production is of this variety. 

The major changes are seen in the varieties 
with sales exceeding 50,000 rootlings and 
shown in· Table 2. 

TABLE2 
Sales Exceeding 50,000 in 1979 

1977 1978 1979 
Sultana 174,000 161,000 255,000 
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Muscat Gordo 
Blanco 

Chardonnay 
Riesling 
Waltham Cross 
Semillon 
Ohanez 

226.000 194,000 
94.000 124,000 
63,000 58,000 
46,000 66,000 

53,000 
16,000 21.000 

209.000 
137.000 
67.000 
57.000 
58.ooo 
51.000 

Details of varieties selling between 10,000 and 
50,000 rootlings in 1979 are given in Table 3. 

TABLE3 
Sales between 10,000 and 50,000 in 1979 

Brown Muscat 
Cabernet 

Sauvignon 
Cardinal 
Currant Carina 

Zante 
Chenin Blanc 
Columbard 
ltalia 
Pinot Noir 
Red Emperor 
Sauvignon Blanc 
Shiraz 
Traminer 

1977 1978 1979 
NA NA 14.000 

88,000 
15,000 
10.000 
10.000 
10,000 
26,000 
23,000 
27,000 
19,000 
22.000 
56.000 
57,000 

76,300 
41.000 
11,000 
10,000 
10.000 
27,000 
14,000 
21,000 
32.000 
18,000 
19,000 

NA 

29,110 
14.000 
17,000 
21.000 
12.000 
28,000 
18.000 
19,000 
22.000 
11,000 
17.000 
29.000 

Varieties with sales below 10,000 rootlings are 
listed in Table 4. 

TABLE4 
Varieties less than 10,000 sold 

Barbera 
Calmeria 
Crouchen 
Durif 
Doradillo 
Emerald Seedless 
Madeliene 
Muscadelle 
Muscat Hamburg 
Mal bee 
Me riot 
Nyora 

Palamino= 
Rish Saba 
Ruby Cabernet 
Ruby Seedless 
Touriga 
Trebbiano 
Tarango 
Sylvanner 
Tinta Madeira 
Santa Paula 
Sangiovese 

Quantities of rootstocks were sold as rootlings 
in 1979 and are listed in Table 5. 

TABLES 
Rootstock Rootlings (Ungrafted) 

Ramsey 
Schwarzmann 
Harmony 

FOR SALE 

1979 
15,000 
6,000 
1,000 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

Contact: 

SUNNYCLIFF NURSERIES 

For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can 
be arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

PO Box 369 lrymple, VIc, 3498 
or phone (050) 24-5459 

AH: (050) 24-5500 

HAIL INSURANCE -1982 
SEASON 

A total of 2,193 applications for insurance have been processed 
covering some 38,435 acres of vines. The premiums received have 
allowed for insurance cover to a maximum payment of $3'12 million. 

il~L,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,::;:,,:,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,Ji[ 
tl\ 
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SOUTH AFRICA 
TECHNOlOGY REPORT 

A report by the delegation of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Corporation 
upon their visit to South Africa 

V. L Byrnes, M. MeN. Lucey, W. M. Whiting. 

South African Viticulturists are served by a 
most impressive Technical Advisory Organisa
tion. This Service comes in two divisions~ 

One funded by Government and Industry 
and 

one funded entirely by Industry. 

There are 110,000 hectares of grapes in South 
Africa, and only 10,000 are outside the Cape. 
The vast majority of these grapes are used in the 
production of Wine. 

The main Research facilities for the Grape 
Industry, are at Stellinbosch in the Southern 
Cape, and these are funded by the Government 
with some assistance from the Wine, Tabl~· 
Grape and Dried Fruits Industries. There are 
three Divisions at Stel!inbosch dealing with 
Grapes-

(1) The Viticultural Research Institute. 

(2) The Fruit and Food Technology Research 
Institute. 

(3) The Bien Donne Experimental Farm. 

The Viticultural Research Institute 
Has a staff of 140, including 35 Graduates. 

There are 200 hectares in the Farm, of which 
60 hectares are experimental. 

There are other Experimental Farms for 
Viticulture. at Robinson and at Upington, on the 
Orange R1ver. 

T~e Experimental Farm has a large range of 
Cult1vars from all over the world, including the 
new Australian Sultana, Type MH29·63. This 
Sultana is considered superior to the other 
Sultanas, and will be available to Nurserymen 
this year, virus-free. 

South Africa received this Cultivar from the 
CSIRO, Australia, some years aQo, along 
with the Carina, Shirana and MH28-113 
Sultana. South African Viticulturists are ob
viously receiving far earlier benefits from the 
Australian Dried Fruits Committee funded re
search into new Cultivars than their Austra
lian counterparts! 

South Africa has developed its own Plant
bre~ding Division, and has several new types 
of vines-

Dotal -which is a Waltham/Gordo Cross
mostly seedless; 

VDR16/515 - Sultana/Gordo Cross -
again, mostly seedless. 

All vines grown on the Cape must be on a 
phylloxera-resistant root-stock, because of the 
incidence of this disease. Major root-stock for 
this purpose has, in the past, been Jacques. 
However, this stock is not now in favour, and they 
h~ve changed to Ramsey, R99, R11 o, Dog 
R1dge and 143, which is an American stock 
cross. 

Grafted rootlings are very cheap in South 
Africa- average cost is 35 cents each. Graft is 
made with a multi-vee cut- not Omega- and 
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Vee TTrellis. 

Ramsey remains the most difficult, with only 
about 50% take rate. Their Technicians have 
discovered that it is much easier to work with 
"virus-free" material. 

Clonal selection of all drying varieties is con
tinuing, and at this stage, their best clone (from a 
selection of 72) is performing better than the 
Australian H5 or M12, which they have- as well 
as the best from America. 

Bien Donne Experimental Farm 

Amazing work is being performed at the Bien 
Donne Experimental Farm, with Apples, Pears 
and Apricots. All these varieties are dried, also 
canned and used as fresh fruit. Packham Pear is 
the main variety of Pear, and Granny Smith the 
main variety of Apple. Both these varieties are, of 
course, from Australia. The main criteria for new 
varieties of both these fruits, is - "Will it last the 
three-week journey to Europe?" 

An intensive effort is being made to find a dual 
purpose Apricot - suitable for drying and can
ning- and from 9,000 Cultivars, 44 have been 
selected that look promising. 

Plant Improvement Farm 

A Plant Improvement Farm, which is, in fact, a 
virus-free repository, has been established some 
years ago, in the mountains, forty miles beyond 
Ceres. The Fruit Industry- including the South 
African Dried Fruits Board- has helped finance 
this repository, and it will beome self~supporting 
in 1983. 

At the Farm, heat-treated, viruswfree vines are 
mist-propagated from one-bud material and are 
then planted out in the field under microjet irriga
tion. 

Ramsey and R99 root-stocks, and the Sultana 
MH29-63, will be available in large quantities this 
year to Nurserymen- not growers. 

TRELLIS 

Wine Grapes are, in the main, on a sloped 
trellis, with a northern aspect, and fresh fruit on a 
link-trellis. Also, there are many fruit-trees 
trellised on T atura-type trellis. Sultanas, in the 
Orange River area, are, at present, trellised on a 
high, wide tee. The trellis is five-feet high, and up 
to five-feet wide, with five wires - all used for 
rolling on. Vines are 5V2-feet apart, and trellis 
posts, including strainers, are treated pine. The 
cost of a seven-feet, four to five-inch treated pine 
post in South Africa, is $1.20- very cheap by 
our standards. 

The South African Dried Fruits Co-opera
tive, which is the only Packer in South Africa, is, 
at present, embarking on a most impressive 
trellis type - vine - and irrigation, and drying 
experiment, at Upington. The experiment is on a 
150-hectare site, and has separate 1 0-hectare 
plots, and is watered by a computer-controlled 
micro-jet system. Trellis, at present, is confined 
to two types- a "factory roof" type, which is a 
variation of the link trellis, and a slant trellis. 

The cost of this Project is estimated at $1.2 
million, and only $50,000 is contributed by the 
~overnment. There are 51 Australian-type dry
Ing racks on the property, with 28-80m x 1om -
concrete slabs for drying Thompson Seedless 
Raisins. 

SOUTH AFRICAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

The South African Dried Fruits Board has nine 
members. 

• Five representing Growers; 
• Two dealing with the course of Trade in Dried 

Fruits; 
• One representing Bakes of Bread; and 
• One representing Consumers. 

The Committee elects its Chairman from its 
own ranks. 

All controlled fruit has to be delivered to the 
Board, but the Co-operative, the only Packer, is 
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appointed and acts as the Agent of the Board. All 
Dried Vine Fruits and Prunes are controlled. 

Growers are paid 75% of the estimated sweat
box realisation by the Packer. This money is 
borrowed from the Agricultural Bank, at the 
favourable interest rate of 9%. A second pay
ment is made in August, and final payment in 
December. Any fruit unsold at this time, is bought 
by the next year's Pool. 

The fruit is sold by the Packer, on behalf of the 
Board, at the price terms and conditions of sale 
set by the Board - both on. the Domestic and 
Overseas markets. The Packer retains proceeds 
until delivery payment, packing charges, etc., are 
covered. All Directors of the Co-operative Pack
ing Company are Growers. 

MOISTURE RECEIVALS 

Dried Vine Fruit must be no more than 14% 
Moisture before incurring a penalty on delivery, 
but1 in fact, most fruit delivered is around 12 to 
121/2%. Growers are compensated fro dry fruit 
and penalised for wet fruit, but there is no 
Dehydration charge. Fruit aboVe 16% is not ac
cepted, and there is no compensation below 
12% 

Compensation Scale 

12%gains2% 
13%gains 1% 
14%basis 

14V2% loses 1% 
15%1oses2% 

15V2% loses 3V2% 

Grades are set in much the same manner as in 
Australia, with only three main Grades. An air
stream Sorter is used to determine wastaoe. 
There is only one central Grader, and Growers 
may appeal, if they wish, to the Dried Fruits 
Board, whose decision is final. 

PRODUCTION AREA 

Most, in fact, 99% of Dried Thompson S6ed
less Raisins and Sultanas, are produced in the 
Orange River area. Currants are mainly pro
duced in the Oliphant River area, and most of the 
Lexia Raisins at Tarbagh. Gordo's do not do well 
on the Orange, because of crown-gall and sun
burn. 

At present, practically all the plantings of 
Sultanas are within the Valley of the Orange 
River, which, in that area, is a multi-channel 
Rtver, with many extremely fertile islands. The 
Valley varies in width from a half to one mile, and 
the Delta Valley is 160 miles long. 

Water is supplied oy gravitation from the two 
channels, which run on either side of the Valley. 
The Islands in between have private pumps on 
the River channels. Irrigation water supplied by 
the channels, is controlled by a Government 
Water Authority, and, in theory, water is "on or
der", but in practice, water cannot always be 
supplied when required. Most Growers water 
every 21 days, and water is restricted to three 
hours per hectare per week. 

Blocks are graded and terraced and check
banked every three rows. These rows are filled 
up by large syphons from open channels, or by 
six-inch outlets where there are pipelines. 

Phylloxera is present in the ground, but Grow
ers believe that by watering this way, they in fact, 
"drown" the phylloxera! Nematodes are also 
present, but vines are so vigorous that they have 
no obvious effect. 
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Drying Rack on concrete slab. 

The climate is very hot and dry during the 
summer, with an average rainfall of six inches. 
Winter has very cold mornings,- sometimes -7 
degrees. There is a problem in the Upington area 
with "bud arrest disease", which sounds very 
much like our "restricted growth" disease but it is 
thought that the disease at the Orange may be 
caused by the extreme cold in winter. The only 
disease that Growers have to suffer in normal 
years, is oidium, which is prevented by dusting 
with dry sulphur. 

Blocks may vary in size, from less than 10 
hectares to 80 hectares, and very few are 
Specialist Dried Fruit Growers. Some grow other 
crops, such as Cotton, and also have dry runs 
away from the River. Most of the Sultanas are 
dried as Thompson Seedless Raisins, on con
crete slabs, but 20%-25% is dried as Sultanas on 
Australian-type racks. These racks are normally 
eight tiers, but berrY hessians are not used for 
rack~shaking, and the fruit is shaken through on 
to the concrete or on to wooden trays. 

Sultanas are harvested at 19 degrees Brix, 
and Thompson Seedless at 23 degrees Brix. 
Sultanas will dry in five to eight days, and Thomp
son Seedless Raisins in 12 days. Picking, for 
Sultanas, is commenced at mid-January, and 
Thompson Seedless Raisins a little later. Most 
Growers try to finish by mid-February, because 
rain sometimes falls late in February. 

Production per acre is very high, district aver
age is between 2% and 2V2 tonnes an acre, and 
some Growers average over three tonnes. 

Cost of production is very low, and the cost of 
harvesting a green tonne, is as follows-

Thompson Seedless Raisins- $10.00 
Sultanas- $20.00 
Bleached- $30.00 

The remainder of the cost of production on a 
25-acre property, allowing all other costs, inclUd
ing a $12,000 living allowance for the owner, is 
$85 per green tonne. Total cost per green tonne 
is, therefore-

Thompson Seedless Raisins- $95.00 
Sultanas-$108 
Bleached- $115 

At a drying rate at 4.5:1, total cost of production 
dried, is-

Thompson Seedless Raisins- $427.50 per' 
tonne 

Sultanas- $472.50 per tonne 
Bleached- $517.50 per tonne 

At these figures, a Grower on 25 acres, grow
ing 2.4 tonnes to the acre, and receiving $800 per 
tonne, would receive as profit-

25 acres@ 2.4 tonnes per acre 
~ 60 tonnes@ $800 ... 

Cost of production Sultanas 
@ $472.50 x 60 tonnes ............ . 

~48,000 

~28,350 

$19,650 

This Profit is on top of the $12,000 allowed for. 
The main reason for the high Profit level, is the 
extremely low wages paid in South Africa to the 
coloured people- maximum $4.00 to $5.00 per 
day, with women receiving much less. 

Growers, who dry Sultanas or Bleached 
Sultanas,- receive a subsidy to compensate for 
any extra cost incurred. This subsidy must come 
from the Thompson Seedless Raisin Pool, which 
has the highest return. 

Fruit is shovelled. when it is dry, into bulk bins. 
and transported to the Packing Shed or Receival 
Shed. 

PRODUCTION 

Production of Dried Vine Fruits in 1981, was-

19,000 tonnes of Thompson Seedless 
Raisins 

and 
approximately 5,000 tonnes of Sultanas 

At present, there are 6,000 hectares in bear
ing, and another 1 ,000 hectares not in bearing. 

Dr Burger, Deputy Chairman of the Board, es
timates a production of 40,000 tonnes by 1983, 
of which 10,000 tonnes would be Sultanas. 
Technical Officers of the Board say this estimate 
is very optimistic because Growers never plant 
what they say they will, but it is obvious that 
production will go to 30,000 or 32,000 tonnes, if 
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Winery intake remains constant at the present 
level, which is 34,000 tonnes, and if the weather 
is fine at Harvest. 

The History of the End-use of Sultanas, is

Year Dried 
1977 ........................ 55.7% 
1978 ......................... 55.8% 
1979 ......................... 68.2% 
1980 ......................... 75.4% 
1981 ......................... 79.3% 

Dr Burger stated that, if prices remained good, 
Growers could plant up to 25,000 hectares in 
total- water and land was available, but water 
would have to be pumped out of the Valley. Salin
ity is no problem at present, but may be in the 
·future. Drainage is at present not a problem, but 
there is a water table in isolated areas. These 
areas are being drained into the River. 

PROCESSING PLANTS 

( 1) Worcester 

A visit was made to the Worcester Dried Vine 
and Tree Fruits Packing Plant of the South 
African Dried Fruit Co-operative. Currants 
are the main variety of Dried Fruits handled by 
this operation, which has a small plant, with 
an output of eight to ten tonnes per day
adequately processing the Industry produc
tion of some 800 tonnes, coming from the 
Oliphant River growing area. 

Currants, received from the producing area in 
bulk bins and lug-boxes, are handled through 
a basic plant, incorporating cleaning, wash
ing and vacuuming units of similar design to 
Australian and Californian equipment. 

Special features of this equipment, were-

• Raisin De-seeding; 
• Tree-fruit grading; 
• Fruit conditioning tunnels; 
• Coo~ storage of tree fruits. 

The heating system of this plant has recently 
been coverted from an oil-fired boiler to a 
pulverised coal fire, with automatic ash dis
posal, and appears to be operating both effi
ciently.and economically. 

Some 250 people are employed at this Plant, 
where, due to the low costs involved, manual 
labour is extensively utilised, particularly in 
cleaning, grading and packaging of all var
ieties of fruit. 

Modern coding and check-weighing devices 
are incorporated on all p;:!r.kaging lines, and 
a range of German filling and packaging 
machinery was evident throughout the Plant. 

A wide variety of Mixed Dried Tree Fruit 
Packs, incorporating Peaches, Apples, 
Pears and Prunes, is produced. The Packs 
vary considerably in size, but of particular 
interest were the-

8 oz. Pack for the Supermarket Trade 
and 

5 kg. Pack for the Catering Trade. 

These Packs, individually prepared by hand 
under hygienic conditions, were most attrac
tively presented and enjoyed a good market 
response. 

(2) Upington 
Following the visit to Worcester, an inspec-
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tion was made of the Upington Plant of the 
South African Dried Fruit Co-operative which 
is the sole processing operation of Dried 
Vine Fruits in South Africa. 

The operation consists of three separate 
Plants, each capable of handling up to ten 
tonnes per hour, and is built, basically on 
Californian (Garabedian) principles, with 
three lines, two of which normally work on 
TSR's, with the other handling ORs. 

Fruit is received into this Plant, ·In slightly 
oblong, half-tonne, timber-section Bulk Bins, 
with plenty of steel re-inforcing, and costing 
approximately $32 Australian (R32) to pro
duce. 

On receival, the fruit passes down a typical 
processing line, with the following feature·s-

• Rotaiy Tipping Bin; 
• Rotating Lump Breaker; 

• Large Cone- with variable speed drive; 
• Long· Riddle conveyor - incorporating 

three vacuum extractors; 
• Split-vibratory Inspection Table; 
• Single-head Press; 
• Palletised. 

Tempered water is Used on the OR variety of 
fruit, with hot water, at approximately 140 
degrees Fahrenheit, being used on TSRs. 

The Inspection Tables are small and short, 
differing in this regard -from their Australian 
counterparts. · 

In summary, the Delegation was pleased to 
note that, the good quality fruit received from the 
Grower, was efficiently processed and packed, 
culminating in a first-class product, assured of 
ready acceptance on the world market. 

Flexible Trellis. 
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HOME ECONOMICS DEPARTMENTAL ANNUAL REPORT TO· 
BOARD OF MANAGEMENT -1980-81 

1 take pleasure in reporting to you that this year 
has seen an exciting and progressive Jist of 
achievements which have been developed in a 
different way to past years. Much of this has been 
due to the vitality and work competence within 
the Home Economics Department, and the in
spiring new venue of the Test Kitchen. I thank a 
happy and efficient team in my department, and 
as always I am grateful to the agent support and 
awareness without which we could not function. 

Everything we do is for now- and for the 
future 

Demands on the setvices of my department 
have increased steadily culminating in a new 
peak with the completion of the Test Kitchen. 

During this time the Association's influence 
has reached into new areas of education, nutri
tion, research and developmerit- involvement 
that can only reflect with prestige on the 
Association. 

At the same time there has been steady 
growth in our other work areas including: 

Churchill Community Healthy Life Style 
Campaign 
Accreditation Committee for Home Economics 
Sunraysia Promotions at major metropolitan 

shopping centres 
Campaign recipes for Agents 
New product development 

While this has placed a strain on staff re
sources and in particular on my time, the results 
have proved pleasing and rewarding. 

A variety of publicity has been forthcoming as 
a result of our continuing program of constant 
public relations with various media outlets, and 
our involvement in "The Good Food Friends"
Australian Good Nutrition Education Scheme. 

An example of the publicity we attract in the 
national magazine media was the featuring of 
Dried Fruits as the central subject of a "Woman's 
Day" three-page spread ( 17 September) cap
tioned "Fruits of the Sun". 

Purchase cost of equivalent space would have 
approximated $12,000- and obviously, as ad
vertising, would have been less effective. 

This co-operation of media, is of inestimable 
value, and is carefully nurtured. It does not, as 
you will appreciate, just "happen". The Food 
Editor in question, Jean Hatfield, was one of our 
guests in Mildura last year. 

In Brisbane, an arranged interview on a lead
ing talk-back show in_ that city resulted in my 
representing our Industry as the featured "Guest 
of the Day". The topic was "The Good Food 
Friends" and our involvement in this worthwhile 
project. The immediate result was a constant 
stream of listener - that is, consumer calls, re
questing information about Dried Fruits ranging 
from availability to processing, nutritional and 
dietary effect. 

The Association was not only represented as 
reponsible in its involvement with "The Good 
Food Friends" endeavour, but was given prime 
time- maximum audience air space- without 
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In the Test Kitchen, Janne Lee, a final year 
student from RMIT. 

any purchase price. From there on there was a 
ricocheting effect. Streams of calls came into the 
ABC following the program. 

As a result-

/ visited the College of Catering and Hospitality. 

Was contacted by the Head of the Organic 
Chemistry Food and Nutrition Department at 
Queensland Institute of Technology, with a view 
to preparing workshops and seminars during a 
future visit tor students from various levels of 
study, and from the various departments. 

Was extensively interviewed on two television 
programs. 

Was filmed in a kindergarten explaining good 
food - good health aspects from "The Good 
Food Friends" to the children. 

In each venue Dried Fruits was the major topic, 
and thus these efforts stretched our promotional 
impact. 

Test Kitchen 

The efforts of the Test Kitchen are well illus
trated by the sucCess of our special Easter cam
paign. We achieved an exclusive "Weekly 
Times" feature in two consecutive issues featur
ing Dried Fruits. 

Twenty-five rural newspapers accepted 
Easter promotions for Dried Fruits expressing 
traditional and non-traditional usage ideas. 

The value of this work continually enhances 
the image and acceptance of Dried Fruits on an 
important national basis. 

We have continually experimented and per
fected fruited yeast lines for special campaigns 
and national press releases. 

The triumph of the Test Kitchen is that we are 
constantly receiving visits from business asso
ciates, other food company personnel, interna
tional delegations, equipment manufacturers 
and institl,Jtional groups. In fact, we were 
selected by the Royal Melbourne Institute of 
Technology as a good example of an efficient 
industrial Home EconOmics Department. A 
group of 12 final year students accompanied by 
the Head of Department observed operations of 
the kitchen, followed by an audio-visual presen
tation, and over morning tea an open forum was 
conducted. Apparently this format has been 
highly regarded by the Dean of the College, and 
brings our Industry into an important area of edu-
cational prestige. -

As our HomE;~ Economics Department has won 
education approved status, we are now receiving 
final year Home and Consumer Studies students 
from the Royal Melbourne lnstitute'otTechnol
ogy and Rusden College on a temporary basis. 
This is at no cost to the Industry. Some of these 
students are comp(eting 100 hours practical ex
perience for their final assignment. Workshops 
are arranged to enable the study of the prepara- 1 

tion of food for photography, recipe develop- :I 
ment, packaging, marketing- and also permits ·r 

me to present th~ Dried Fruits point of view. 

The Countryman Newspaper- WA 

This was a busy project with the "Countryman" 
contest delivering over 700 recipes which were 
screened for testing within the Test Kitchen. A 
valuable page of P\Jblicity resulted from the tre
mendous efforts of my staff in selecting suitable 
recipes. 

Victorian Agricultural Societies Association 

Through this organisation, we have under-
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taken a most rewarding sponsorship for fruit 
cake making for all Victoria, with regional win
ners being represented at the Royal Melbourne 
Show. Every local agricultural show holds this 
competition, so the application to Dried Fruits is 
very wide and gains our product immense 
recognition. It also affords me many personal 
contacts with consumers in mv role of cookery 
JUdge and attending the shows. Although this 
exercise is time consuming, I am dedicated to it 
as it forms the stronghold for baking usage of our 
products in the important rural areas. 

Within the Victorian Agricultural Societies 
Association sponsorship to date there have been 
two extensive country trips where I met the 
-people and encouraged product usage. 

I continue to be the co-judge of the ''Sun" 
Cookery Contest which provides much country 
involvement. I again judged the. Tasmanian CWA 
State competition. 

Tasmania and Western Australia remain the 
two States which concentrate on home baking, 
so obviously these States reward any special 
efforts to a pleasing degree and are important 
within my promotional planning. 

Accreditation Committees 

I am honoured to be accredited as the National 
Representative of the Western Australia Post
Secondary Education Commission. Apart from 
the professional prestige 11 bestows on 1 he 
Australian Dried Fruits Association, it is impor
tant for us to work closely with the Department as 
we rely on their good auspices in curriculum 
course planning. The contacts, insights into the 
educational system, and valuable entrees this 
position affords me are extremely beneficial to 
the Association. 

My involvement with the Accreditation Com
mittee of the Victorian Institute of secondary 
Education for Home EConomics has paid divi
dends. Within special areas of course selection it 
has been possible to include studies on Dried 
Fruits and Industry. 

I am proud to have been asked to join the 
Home Economics Advisory Committee of Emily 
McPherson College, Royal Melbourne Institute 
of Technology. I am now busy with the task of 
setting up a Competition and Research Program 
using Dried Fruits in a non-baking situation for 
final year students. I will be evaluating and judg~ 
ing this very innovative program which could 
have far reaching effects on the Industry. 

Social Studies Project Aids 

One of our major media achievements for 
1981 is undeniably the dazzling eight-page 
presentation of Dried Fruits in the "Project Aids" 
book, and the print runs of this we have for gen
eral distribution. The concept for this work was 
devised with the help of Jill Hooker of Hayes 
Cowcher Dailey who also originated "The Good 
Food Friends" nutrition education scheme. The 
artwork was executed by talented Kim Lynch. It is 
surely one of our finest examples of Dried Fruits 
showmanship. 

AOFS Sales Conference 

The ADFS Sales Conference at Mildura wel
comed trade buyers representing many millions 
of dollars in Dried Fruits sales. The theme of the 
Conference 'COMMUNICATION' carried 
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through on every level as this occasion created a 
greater understanding and appreciation of the 
complexities of the Industry. The spirit of cam
araderie and integration will be of continuing 
benefit in areas of important issues in the future. I 
was delighted to be involved in the Conference 
and very glad to be asked for my part to deliver a 
speech. 

Agent Liaison 

An important new sphere of operations is 
emerging for my department and myself. Two 
years ago half the fruit retailed was for raw 
usage. That -is no longer so as home baking is 
giving way to the fast foods and convenience 
foods of the 80s. Motivation to date has been 
directed towards baking instead of raw eating, 
but now we must be prepared and gear up for 
changing patterns. Despite the trusted habitual 
home baking established in those two States, 
Tasmania and WAstern Australia, there is the 
march of change in other States. "Foodweek'" of 
17 February 1981, states - "Australians now 
eat 32% of meals away from home". 

This indicates that Dried Fruits -need to be 
promoted as a convenience food. Indeed, we 
should consider a threeMway prong of attack. We 
should be aiming our product at display within a 
three-tier system in-store: 

Home Baking Section 
Nutrition/Health Food Section 
Fresh Fruit Section 

For instance, just as Sanitarium has been able 
to introduce their health food displays in superM 
markets, we should make it possible for the con~ 
sumer to discover Dried Fruits in areas other 
than the home baking section. 

ADFS has been working on projects with Dried 
Fruits allied to food producers such as The Egg 
Board. Rice Board, and Mauri Brothers and 
Thomson. To. maximise publicity support and 
subsequent sales effort they are seeking me to 
co-ordinate my efforts in a concerted drive. I 
recognise the wisdom of this action. 

Paying heed to the fact that- "the concept of 
generic publicity has lost its impact due to the 
established need that media type promotion de
mands brand identification" .......,. suggests my 
strong role in the future. 

I aim towards a stronger working relationship 
specialising in the development and creation of 
food usage ideas incorporating important nutri
tion aspects. I will be working on food concepts 
and related publicity campaigns to stimulate con
sumer off-take at retail level in snack foods. To 
stimulate raw fruit consumption as opposed to 
traditional baking. 

I feel that the agents and my department can 
jointly utilise publicity and food knowledge. With 
their marketing and retail expertise and with our 
skills in developing new usage patterns for Dried 
Fruits, we will be ready for projected areas of 
potential growth. These would be outdoor recre
ational activities-barbecues, sporting activities 
and fun eating occasions. 

Already we are in discussion with an agent of 
Kraft Foods to participate on the 1982 Cheese 
Carnival. 

1 am creating a whole new series of ideas to 
combine Dried Fruits with cheaper cuts of meats. 

J. am pufsuing the Sultana Pizza for fast food 
outlet chains, and am having a degree of sucM 
cess with the Sydney Pizza Hut which will in turn 
lead to Melbourne Pizza Hut. 

Instead of two major media campaigns per 
year we are turning to a broader spectrum of 
minkampaigns for maximum effect in theme 
and timing. These are designed to relate to retail 
activities which can be a variation on traditional 
baking occasions. 

Examples of mini~campaigns: 

"Here's Health" 
"Spring into Health" 

William Angliss College 

We have made available sponsorship to three 
final year apprentice cooks who will be trained to 
take knowledge into industry. From William 
Angliss they will -emerge thankful to The Austra
lian Dried Fruits Association for a generous start 
in life and secure in a strong food background. 
We shall be involved with William Angliss in trials 
and comparative tests on a new mixed fruit 
formula. These tests will be applied in the pastry 
cook bakery department. I will be working closely 
with them on this trialling procedure. This spon
sorsnip is to the value of $300. 

As a result of our good relationship with 
William Angliss a member of my staff has been 
able to attend yeast making and other specialty 
classes relating to areas where Dried Fruits can 
be introduced. 

Cook Book Publications 

Our new Cook Booklet presents a wonderful 
window to the Industry and is a sophisticated 
glossy good IOoKmg way ro say "have a Dried 
Fruits day". 

"Cooking to Please" is another publicity 
asset, gathering as it does recipes from The 
Australian Dried Fruits News over 12 months, 
and distributing these to Dried Fruits areas and 
usual channels. 

Cook Book Extraordinaire 

Geared to the Japanese market, and com
bining the foods of the Commodity Boards, an 
exotic Cook Book is being prepared through 
Department of Trade and Resources. We are 
heaVily involved in all facets of production. 

Pot Pourri Activities 

All these activities are just part of my day-to
day schedule: 

New recipes for exisiting packs. 
New concept for cello bags with accompanying 
recipes. 
Multi lingual recipes. 
Tidy up and make orderly the distribution of 
Industry material, that is create a co-ordination 
plan. 
Constant production of specialised POS and 
merchandising material. 
Sanitarium Dried Fruit presentation and recipes 
- for that high level sales outlet, Sanitarium in 
Tasmania. 
Constant involvement with the Australian 
Council at Good Nutrition - forward planning 
and publicity seeking. 

This provides valuable contact with the Princi~ 
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pal Nutritionist of Commonwealth Health 
Department, plus Health Commission dele~ 
gates, educators, dental health therapists, dietiM 
tians and nutritionists. 

PAN Public Relations 

A national 12-month program via a field team 
demonstrates Dried Fruits and describes their 
varied recipe usage, plus snack food and eating 
tor energy virtues. Liaison is maintained between 
the PAN team representatives a·nd my departM 
ment. 

Special Field Promotions 

The Tourist Development Association Mil
dura and District 

Again we participated in a promotion held at 
Keysborough Shopping Centre. Our display in 
which we promoted nutritional and cooking as~ 
pects of Dried Fruits, received much public inM 
terest and compared favourably with the other 
static type displays. 

Mildura Show 

Our Home Economist represented our lndusM 
try and demonstrated some culinary abilities to 
an appreciative viewing audience. Specially preM 
pared recipes were demonstrated to popularise 
Dried Fruits, and related recipe sheets were disM 
tributed to the public. 

McEwans 

It is significant we were once again invited by 
McEwans to conduct a Festive Cooking Promo~ 
tion for one week. This took the form of speciaiM 
ised Christmas cookery ideas which were de~ 
veloped in the Test Kitchen. We complemented 
the demonstrations with attractively deslgned 
printed recipe sheets. The feedback and general 
Industry goodwill created is gratifying, and inM 
deed most worthwhile for us to take advantage of 
in the future. In this particular promotion we 
teamed with Willow Ware. 

Two similar seasonal promotions have been 
successfully undertaken. 

Print Media 

Once more as a result of Test Kitchen facilities 
we have made much better preSent<itions for 
media releases, and I am delighted to report that 
we are still receiving very high national media 
acceptance of bur work. The "Weekly Times" 
accepted two generous sets of recipes and 
accompanying photograph and copy for publicaM 
tion. 

The "Women's Weekly" in their splendid 
Christmas feature included our recipe which was 
discussed with the Food Editor. 

"Mode", a prestigious publiciation, accepted 
two international exotic type Dried Fruit recipes 
which appeared in their December issue. 

The Australian Sailing magazine continues the 
valuable publicity for our sponsorship of the 
Junior Sail Training Program. The Dried Fruit 
names given to sailing craft have appeared in 
three national magazines since August. 

The Melbourne "Herald" carried an article on 
the Australian golfer, Greg Norman, who after 
being advised to munch on Raisins to restore 
waning energy, went on to win the Australian 
Open golfing tournament. Our congratulations 
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Elizabeth Bell, Assistant Home Economist. 

were contained in a appropriate letter and parcel 
of fruit. 

Electronic Media -Television 

I enjoyed a particularly successful guest 
appearance on the Bernard King Show which 
was taped in Wollongong and screened in every 
State of Australia, and most rural areas. It was 
related to the Anchor Company who are one of 
the program sponsors. I was pleased with the 
friendly informative type of interview. As a result 
we received a number of calls both local and 
interstate offering congratulations and wanting 
more information on Dried Fruit recipes. Produc
ers of the Show, and Bernard King himself, have 
asked me to supply them with material which 
they could use, and I am delighted that I have 
been invited back on their program later this 
year. 

Fruits of Success 

A quantity of fruit was donated for the Wine 
Press Club of Victoria when they had their dinner 
for 200 guests. This will have important long
term impli.cations for our Industry as all the 
guests were eminent writers for the wine and 
food industry. 

We also supplied Sultanas for the Great Chef's 
dinner held at the Rothbury Estate in the Hunter 
Valley. A special lamb main course dish was 
devised between myself and the Food Editor of 
"Mode" magazine. The specially printed menus 
on which credits were given to those who helped 
awarded us quality publicity. 

Special Acheivement Activity 

A major company with retail outlets in Europe 
has approached us to assist in product develop
ment. This company, Auto Bake (Associated 
Biscuit Co.) is also producing fruited lines for 
Qantas menus. The testing and formulation of 
suitable products has been an exciting under~ 
taking and promises incredible reward to our 
Industry in both innovative product lines and 
public relations. We have provided formulae 
which has been received with ready interest. 

On Screen 

Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology is 
producing a 20-minute video film based on our 
Industry and essentially the versatility of Dried 

Fruits. This will provide an interesting, informa
tive "tool" to screen at Industry functions and 
sales and information centres. It requires a great 
deal of input from my department which we are 
extremely glad to offer. 

Talking about Talk Shows 

The Martha Gardener Show has contracted to 
run a regular interview radio show with open line 
response. This enables me to tell Martha 
Gardener's vast. listening audience about the 
virtues of Dried Fruits, and provides gratis air 
time to the Industry to the media value of approxiM 
mately $10,350 based on 1 V2 hours at $115 per 
minute. 

More about Media 

The popular "Shirl's Neighbourhood Show" 
beamed from Channel 7, has undertaken to use 
props and transparencies from the resources of 
the Home Economics Department. Another plus 
for us! 

New packs, new recipes, new look, new 
appeal 

Agent liaison and support has again been 
marvellous in our efforts to "up date" the 
Industry. Home Economics Department is very 
much a part of marketing and sales and we un
derstand that our efforts and obvious benefits to 
these areas, could be said to have contributed to 
last year's phenomenal sales. 

Media projections for the future 

Jan Oldham of "Woman's Day" is planning a 
run of exclusive sections and features on Dried 
Fruits. 

Happily the Australian "Women's Weekly" is 
also gearing to do us proud in food articles and 
menu presentations. 

At the end of another arduous but fulfilling 
year of effort on behalf of the Industry, my 
department and myself are confident in the 
knowledge that we have achieved successes in 
very many areas of activity. This has always 
been due to Agent support and willing co
operation. 

E. M.A. CHAMBERS 
Executive Home Economist 
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