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VICTORIAN STATE CONFERENCE 
Bounty to be Sought for Currant Growers 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
• 

Concern was voiced at the annual State conference of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association, held at Coomealla on August 26, at the low returns being 
received by growers of currants, and it was decided to make out a case for sub
mission to the Commonwealth Government in support of a bounty on export. 
Delegates stated that this fruit was being produced at a loss. Speaking on be
half of the committee appointed to prepare a case, Mr. D. C. Winterbottom 
said that the conference should support the South Austra•;an growers in their 
efforts to obtain a bounty. 

Delegates declared that Australian growers 
found it impossible to compete in the world's 
markets with the products of cheaply-produced 
fruit from Greece, aided as it was by depreci
ated currency and subsidised shipping. So 
heavy was over-production in that country 
that the growers there had been forced to re
duce cheir acreages, which even now were in 
excess of the world's tonnage requirements, 
and fruit was being dumped on the markets. 
It was, therefore, impossible for the Australian 
grower to obtain reasonable returns for his 
currants. 

The low grade of currants pr-oduced in Aus
tralia also evoked discussion, during which it 
was considered that the co-operation of the 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
should Qe sought in an effort to effect an im
provement. It was stated by Messrs. W. 
Cavendish and P. Malloch that experiments 
had been carried out by the C.S.l.R. which had 
resul~ed in the -desired type of fruit being pro
duced, but that in every instance it had been 
destroyed or damaged by rain immediately be
fore harvest, and that the growers in an at
tempt to cover their costs of production had 
be·en forced to produce heavy crops of lo"P'rer 
grade fruit. 

USE OF SULPHUR 
:Mr. A. M. Sydes questioned the desirability 

of the use of sulphur in the processing of sul
tanas, and pointed out that the future effects 
of this treatment might seriously impair the 
good name of the Australian product. 

Supporting this view, Mr. L. Cleary, of the 
Aurora Packing Co., stated that the reputation 
o:t the Australian sun-dried sultana had been 
built up over a long period, and there was a 
danger that sulphur would have a detrimental 
effect on the keeping quality of the fruit. The 
whole question required very serious consider
ation. 

It was decided, on the motion of Mr. Sydes, 
that the C.S.I.R. be requested to investigate 
the use of sulphur and its effect upon fruit. 

RESEARCH WORK ESSENTIAL 
Arising out o·~ the discussion on the value of 

research work, several ·speakers voiced the ne
cessity for its continuance, in view of the 
many problems besetting -the producers in 
their efforts to keep their yields on a profitable 
level. 

Mr. G. Wake s:iid that in several districts 
local committees had made available ·co>:n.ider
able sums of ·money to enable the application 
of knowledge already gained by research work~ 

ers, to :field and local conditions. It would 
be a great pity ii such valuable service to the 
industry had to be curtailed for lack of funds, 
but this was inevitable if the necessary :finan
cial support were not given to the C.S.I.R. 

Delegates from the Mid-Murray Valley Dis
Council said that much essential work had 
bee·n carried out by that boci.y in the Nyah 
Woorinen districts, and that only now were 
the full benefits of previous work in this dir
ection becoming more widely apparent. 

Mr. H. Goodman moved that, in the light of 
the value of the work of the Merbein Research 
Station to the industry, the Export Control 
Board be asked to re-consider its decision to 
reduce the amount made available by it to 
the C.S.l.R. 

DISTILLERY FRUlT 
Delegates from the Mid-Murray Valley Dis

trict Council introduced the question of the 
disposal of distille .. y fruit. It was pointed out 
by Messrs. Winterbottom and Malloch that tht 
quality of distillery fruit from the dried fruits 
areas was negligible this year, and that the Vic
torian distillers in some cases still had heavy 
stocks of spirit from 1937. 

On the motion of 1vlr. G. L. Hardie it was 
decided that the matter be discussed at Fed-
eral Council. · 

"DE-GRADING" SOME FRUlT FOR 
CANADA 

In connection with the necessity for "de
gradin'g" a certain quantity of fruit for the 
Canadian market, it was stated that, as a re
sult of the extraordinary conditions prevailing 
at harvest, a minimum of 2-crown fruit had 
been produced, and that in order to ful:fil cer· 
tain requirements for that market, it had been 
necessary, under the supervision of the De
partment of Commerce, to adjust the grade of 
a relatively small amount of low 3-crown 
fruit It was stated that this would be equit
ably borne by all growers. 

DISTRICT TYPE VARIATIONS 
The view was expressed by delegates from 
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the Nyah-W oorinen areas that owing to dis
trict type_ variations in the fruit produced, it 
~aS· desirable that a distinguishing mark be 
placed on boxes of fruit from 'those places. A 
motion to this effect, moved by Mr. K. A. Mc
Alpine, was carried. 

COSTS OF BOARDS 
Mr. J. H. Gordon brought up the matter of 

the costs of various boards functioning in the 
industry, and after a long examination of the 
situation, it was decided that the matter be re
ferred to the Federal Council. 

RE-CLASSIFICATION 
_ Mr. R. C. A. Lawson questioned the method 
of re-classification, and said that fruit graded 
on delivery at the door was sometimes re
classified without notification to- the. grower. 

A long discussion ensued. 
1vfr.: wake said that some appreciation of the 

difficulties in retaining frllit for the time ne
cessary to enable the grower to inspect it, if 
re-classification were necessary, should be 
borne in mind. He suggested that it might 
be possible for the packing house· to retain an 
adequate sample of fruit -questioned, which 
would remedy the position. 

Mr. Malloch said it was necessary that 
prompt notification should be forwarded bY 
the inspectors to the grower ·concerned. 

BLACK SPOT REGULATIONS 
The regulations governing'" the permissible 

percentage of black spot in fruit for export, 
as laid down by the Department of Commerce, 
were considered to be unduly stringent, Mr. 
Gordon said that the advice of the experienced 
comm·ercial men in.-the- industry had not been 
taken full advantage· of in the framing of the 
regulations, and that no comphli:q.ts by buyers 
overseas had been re·ceived by the industry in 
'the past. 

Mr. Wake pointed out that in the event of 
a _visitation by black spot the position would 
arise that little or no fruit ·could be permitted 
to be exported. 

Messrs. Cavendish and Davey urged that a 
more reasonable view should be taken by the 
Department officers concerned, and it was de
cided that the m:itter shoUld be discussed at 
the Federal Council. 

FINAL SALES ACCOUNTS 
The matter of obtaining uniform final sales 

accounts was -brought forward by;. Mr. J. W. 
A. McGregor, but it was pointed Out that 
such a system already obtained in the Mildura 
district. Great difficulty had, however, to be 
overcome in South Australia, where the posi
tion _was widely different from that here. 

It was decided that the matter be discusse-d 
at Federal Council, with a -view to obtaining 
a uniform system in the mid-Murray Valley 
districts, _since it was considered that if the 
various districts could attain uniformity it 
would be a stepping-stone towards obtaining 
this throughout the industry. 

Mr. Smith moved that packers should fol
low the A.D.F.A. regulation that A and B 
samples, as well as . the crown grades, should 
be displayed at the receiving door of the pack
ing houses. 

It was pointed out that the matter of grad
ing was not now a function of packing houses, 
but was undertaken by dassers licensed by the 
Board. The motion was carried. 

It was further decided, on the motion of 
Mr. Hardie, that grades be not altered during 
the harvesting season. This matter was listed 
for discussion at Federal Council. 

Mr. F. Rawlings suggested' that details of 
the method adopted to raise the amount neces
sary to stabilise the industry be made available 
to Federal Council for discussion in conjunc
tion with the report by the Finance Commit
tee appointed at the 1937 Federal ·Council. 

VOTING AT FEDERAL COUNCIL 
A discussion took place on the need for 

some alteration to the present four-fifths 
maJonty necessary to carry a vote at Federal 
Council, and to substit1.1te the words utwo-
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DUTY ON CASE TIMBER 
Affects Sweat Boxes, Trays and Picking Boxes 

On July 18th, Tariff Decision No. 38/324 
came intO operation, and is set out hereunder: 

uTimber for Making Boxes.-Undressed 
Hemlock and Undressed Spruce.-By-law No. 
69 (Consolidated By-laws, page 56) is to be 
amended by adding at the end thereof the fol
lowing, viz: For the purposes of this By-law 
the term boxes is limited to wooden contain
ers (other than casks) of the types used in 
the merchandising of goods and ordinarily 
sold with the goods to the purchaser. (By
law No. 946.) ." 

The effect of this decision will be to make 
dutiable at 12/- per 100 super feet all tim
ber for use in boxes which are not of the 

- types used in the merchandising of goods, and 
ordinarily sold with the goods to the purchas
er. Such regulation· would seriously affect 
the price of sweat boxes, drying trays and 
picking boxes used in the dried fruits indus
try, and in the case of sweat boxes the addi
tional cost would amount- to 1/8 per box. 
The Wooden Packing Case Manufacturers' As
sociation advised that a deputation to the Vic
torian Collector Customs had been arranged 
on Monday, August 29th, and invited the 
Association to send rperese11tatives. The 
Chairman and Secretary attended this deputa
tion, and impressed upon the Collector of Cus
toms the serious consequences such a regula
tion would have on the dried fruits mdustry. 
It was estimated that the extra duty on sweat 
boxe-s, trays and picking boxes would prob
ably amount to £5,000 per annum, and that 
in view of the fact that over 80 per ct.nt. of 
our production was imported, <ind had to 
compete with fruit from countries with a 
much lower standard of wages, it would be 
very detrimental to the industry. The Col
lector of Customs was sympathetic to the 
representations made, particularly on behalf 
of: primary industries, and it is hoped that the 
regulation referred to will not apply to the 
articles above referred to. 

SOME COMMENTS 
Some comments on this matter in "Fruit 

Culture'' are of interest. It states that 

thirds'' in place of t•four-fifths." it was re
solved that the matter be listed for discussion 
at Federal Council. 

Other matters discussed were in relation to 
the royalty charge on Victorian gypsum and 
the desirability of the removal of the embargo 
on gypsum being taken from New South 
Wales. 

At the instance of Mr. A. Poppleton, a mo
tion was carried recording appreciation of the 
arrangements made by the Coomealla branch 
of the A.D.F.A. for the conference, and the 
itinerary prepal,'ed by it for the delegates. It 
waS regretted, however, that owing to the 
volume ·of business to be transacted, no time 
was available to take advantage of the pro
gramme drawn up by Mr. R. C. A. Lawson 
and his committee. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
Mr. A. L. Johnstone was re-elected chair

man, and Mr. C. M. Martin secretary. 
The following will be delegates to Federal 

Council: Messrs. E. J. Roberts, A. L. John
stone, F. Cutler (Mildura); G. Wake, A. Pop
pleton, W. Cavendish, N. E. Pender (Red 
Cliffs); F. Rawlings, G. Hyndman, G. L. 
Hardie (Merbein) ;- L. B. O'Donnell (Curl 
waa); R. C. A. Lawson (Coomealla); H. H. 
Goodman (Woorinen); J. W. A. McGregor 
(Nyah); a delegate from Buogunyah yet to 
be appointed. 

The State Execut~ve_ ..co~prises Messrs. P. 
Malloch, G. Wake, H;. H. Goodman, F. Raw
lings, N. K Pender, S. R.. Mansell; G. L. Miles, 
and A. L. Johnstone. 

prompt action has been taken by representa~ 
tives of the fresh, canned, and dried fruit sec
tions of the Australian fruit industry in. pro,.: 
testing against the by-law recently gazetted 
by the Customs Department, which would 
make dutiable the various cases used in or
chards and vineyards, i.e., such cases as are 
not actually sold with the goods. 

The effect of this by-law would be to add 
substantially to the present cost of fruit pro
duction, as the cases which have thus. become 
dutiable include picking, lug, and sweat boxes, 
also cases used for holding fruit in cool store. 
Other boxes which would be included are 
those for carrying eggs, :fish, rabbits, those for 
internal use in factories and warehouses, and 
all classes of boxes used to pack merchandise, 
but which are returnable and .not sold with 
the goods. 

It is believed that it was not the intention 
of the Department to place such restrictions 
on containers for commercial purposes, but 
rather to prevent timber imported for the 

-manufacture of commercial boxes from being 
used for other purposes, such as the manufac
ture of fuel boxes, which are articles of furni
ture, and of large removal cases for transport
ing household furniture, etc. 

The views of the industries affected have 
been placed before the· authorities, in the be
lief that relief will be granted and that the 
decision not to include the c:ases referred to 
will be made retrospective as from the date 
of the issue of the by-law. 

At the same time there would appear to be 
the opportunity for better co-operation by the 
Department concerned and the various indus
tries. No warning of any kind was given 
that action to increase producers' costs was 
even contemplated, and it is disturbing to find 
that the Regulation has been duly gazetted 
with the full weight of the law behind it. In 
particular, the dried fruit, canned fruit, and 
apple and pear industries are sufficiently or
ganised for the Customs Department to have 
made needed contacts, an9- to have apprised 
those concerned of the projected change. 

As the matter stands, the burden of in
creased costs to the extent of many thou
sands of pounds has been imposed upon the 
industries. The request is that the by-law be 
amended to include the specific items in which 
it is understood certain evacions are taking 
place, but that the· industries otherwise not 
concerned be freed from the present drag-net. 

USING SULPHATE OF 
AMMONIA 

Need For a Free Running 
Preparation. 

Those who manufacture and market sul
phate of ammonia are either not concerned 
with the troublesome inadequacy of ease of 
distribution by the grower, or they are not 
able to find a method to overcome the habit 
of this fertiliser to become ulumpy," necessi
tating -a great de:al of extra labor on the part 
of the user. The recent rise in the cost added 
to the extra work involved in its use makes 
it a very costly agent to production. For 
some while a very free 'running preparation 
was on the market and many growers have 
asked what has happened to it. Mr. Boyle, 
of Nitrogen Fertilisers, has given the industry 
good service, -and it has been suggested that 
this further, and very necessary service of 
facilitating the use of the product might be 
adVariced through his concentration on the 
problem. 
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The Award Rate 
An alteration in the Award Rate for the industry became effective for the 

quarter September 2 to December 1 , inclusive. The following are the new 
rates:-

(1) In those parts of New South Wales and Victoria 
situated within 20 miles from the chief Post Office 
at Mildura, including the districts of Mildura, 
Irymple, Merbein, Red Cliffs, Wentworth and Curl
waa, in the Renmark and other irrigation settle
ments in South Australia situated on or near the 
River Murray and in the Murrumbidgee District, 
New South Wales, including Leeton-

(a) Adult Males . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(b) Females of 18 or more . . . . . . . . . . 

(2) In all other parts of New South Wales-
( a) Adult Males . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(b) Females 'of 18 or more . . . ..... 

(3) In all other parts of Victoria-
(a) Adult Males . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(b) Females of 18 or more . . . . . . . . 

(4) In all other parts of South Australia
(a) Adult Males . . . . . . . . 
(b) Females of 18 or more. . ..... . 

JUNIORS 

Engaged by 
the Week 
Per Week 

£ B. d. 

3 17 0 
2 11 4 

3 16 0 
2 10 4 

3 15 0 
2 9 10 

3 13 0 
2 8 4 

Per Week 

(5) In all places covered by paras (1), (2) and (3) of £ s. d. 
this" Tables 9-

Females-(a) Under 16 ....... . 
(b) 16 and under 17 . : ..... . 
(c) 17 and under 18 ....... . 

Males- (d) Under 15 ................ .. 
(e) 15 and under 16 
(f) 16 and under 17 
(g) 17 and under 18 .. 
(h) 18 and under 19 .. 
(i) 19 and under 20 .. 
·(j) 20 and under 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(6) In all places covered by para. ( 4) of this Table-
Females-(a) Under 16· ............... . 

(b) 16 and under 17 
(c) 17 and under 18 ......... . 

Males- (d) Under 15 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
(e) 15 and under 16 
(f) 16 and under 17 
(g) 17 and under 18 .. 
(h) 18 and under 19 .. 
(i) 19 and under 20 .. 
(j) 20 and under 21 . . . . . . . . 

(7) Additional Rates for Male Adults

Expert Pruners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Sweat Lumpers, Dippermen, Barrowmen, Carriers 
out from Dip, Gangers, Foremen, Persons in 
Charge of Orchards and of men at work there, 
and shaft sinkers while sinking shafts over 12 
feet deep ........................... . 

Box-makers employed in factories and in such 
packing houses as those at Mildura and Merbein 

DEDUCTIONS ALLOWED 

1 10 6 
114 6 
2 2 0 

1 3 0 
1 10 6 
1 14 6 
2 2 0 
2 10 0 
2 17 6 
3 1 '6 

1 ~ 0 
1 12 6 
2 0 0 

1 1 6 
1 9 0 
1 12 6 
2 0 0 
2 7 0 
214 6 
2 18 0 

Per Week 
s. d. 

9 0 

6 0 

5 0 

Engag,ed by 
the Hour 
Per Hour 

s. d. 

1 8~ 
1 1il 

1 7il 
1 1~ 

1 7~ 
1 1 

1 711 
1 0~ 

Per Hour 

s. d. 

0 8 
0 9 
011 
0 6 
0 8 
0 9 
011 
1 1 
1 3§ 
1 41< 

o n 
0 8il 
0 10~. 

0 5i 
o n 
0 8~ 
0 10§ 
1 01 
1 21, 
1 3J, 

Per Hour 
d. 

2~ 

1il 

1! 

(a) For rent of a suitable 4-roomed house ...... 14/4 per week 
(b) For firewood supplied ...................... at cost. 

NOTE.-If rent is deducted for other than a 4-roomed house an agreement in 
writing is necessary. (See Summary for particulars.) 

Employers may now engage employees by the week or by the hour for any period. 
Copy of this wages table can be obtained from Packing Houses. 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 
CANADA BOUGHT 15,996 TONS 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUIT IN 1937. 

Empire Reciprocity is the Key to Empire Success 
The following Canadian Products are widely known to Australian Buyers:-

TOOLS, AXES, HAMMERS, 
HATCHETS, AXE AND TOOL 

HANDLES, LAMPS, WALLPAPERS 

ASK YOUR TRADER TO STOCK CANADIAN PRODUCTS. 

Canadian Government Trade Commissioner 
Box 196C G.P.O., Melbourne. Box 3952V, G.P.O., Sydney. 

THE NEW LOG SERVED 
BY THE A.W.U. 

$ 

Growers throughout the 1rrxgation areas 
have be-en served by the Australian Workers' 
Union with a claim for the introduction of 
the 40-hour week and a big increase in wages 
in the fruit-growing industry. The new 
minimum wage asked for is £5 per week (com~ 
pared with the present £3/17 /O for 48 hours) 
for adult males, plus a '10/- loading for the 
Renmark, Mildura and Murrumbidgee irriga
tion areas, plus an additional 4/- for seasonal 
employment. 

The Growers' Defence Committee met in 
Mildura and has decided, in conjunction with 
similar committees in other centres of produc
tion, to take appropriate action to meet the 
claim. Many enquiries have been received 
from growers, as to what action they should 
take, and, in a statement issued by the com
mittee, all growers are advised that no indi
vidual .action is necessary, arrangements hav
ing been made hy the committee, through its 
legal advisors, to meet the position. 

PRUNING CLASSES AT 
RED CLIFFS 

. The Year's Result· 
The pruning classes, for which instructional 

work- has be-en held at Red Cliffs at regular 
intervals during -the·winter,:have been finalised. 
Approximately 80 members attended -the 
classes, and 67 candidateS presented themselves 
for the examination, which consisted of the 
complete pruning Of three sultana: vines, and 
one Zante ·currant. Quite a good -standard 
of :work has resulted, when it is considered 
that inany of the members were without pre
vious experience. Twenty..:one candidates 
obtained fust-dass certificates ·-for .-·sultana 
pruning, and 3 6 obtained second-cla!is. 

For ~he curnirit section, a· pass· --was given 
for satisfactory work, and there Wa5' no. divi
sion for first and ~second-class artificates. 

The work was= O~g_anised by a ·committee of 
the Red Cliffs branch of the A.D.F.A., under 
a system of 10 grOtiP leaders~- who, in consulta
tion with officers Of the Research -station and 
the Department of Agriculture~ laid down the 
broad principles for the ihsttUctiOn in pruning 
sultanas and currants. These points were 
made the basis of the examination with such 
variation as were necessary in the indiVidual 
vines. 

This report is published for the information 
of other districts that have not already taken 
steps to train _the'younger men, on whom those 
districts look to· give that efficient service· so 
essential to production of quantity and qual
ity, insofar ·as 'the influ"enc,e of good pruning 
is effective. The standard of available labor 
for pruning has not been-, all th.lt-. ·could be 
desired and a moveme-nt SlJCh as this has 
done much towards a- general' iffiprovement. 

PERSONAL 

Mr. E. J. Hudson, a member of the board 
of management and chairman of the directors 
of the Yenda Producers Co-operative Coy., is 
suffering ill-health and has been ordered to 
take a period of rest. At the September 
meeting of the_ board, when Mr. Hudson had 
to retire through indisposition, members of the 
board expressed wishes for his quick recovery 
to normal health. 

Mr. A. V. Lyon, the officer in charge of the 
Merbein Research Station of the C.S.l.R. has 
returned from an extensive tour of the dried 
fruits areas of Western Australia. Whilst in 
these areas, Mr. Lyon made a close investiga
tion into the cqnditions of currant production. 
A report of this trip will be published at a 
later date. 



4 THE AUST'RAUAN DRIED FRUIT'S NEWS, OCTOBER 12, 1938 

SEASONAL NOTES 
The Danger of Black Spot 

•' (By A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc., Officer in Charge, Merbein Research Station, C.S.I.R.) 

"There have been discussions on black spot 
this year, and most growers seem to be a wake 
to the possibilities of damage. The possibili
ties of a wet spring are so far undisclosed. In 
dry years, such as the last one, the 'long
distance forecasts' are always given promi
nence. There have been many of these pro
phets from time to time, and, given ordinary 
luck and ordinary weather, some of them are 
bound to be right occasionally. Forecasts are 
only accepted by the public, like race tips, if 
the person making them has had recent suc
cess. Most of the prophets have had a thin 
time lately, as they always do in a dry year. 
However, they are bound to be right if they 
keep it up, as it must rain heavily eventually. 
The 'art" cannot receive official recognition so 
far, for two reasons-firstly, because if the 
past forecasts are t!Xamined it is invariably 
found that they are not more successful than 
the ordinary incidence of rain entitles them 
to be, but mainly for lack of evidence or re'a
sons on which the forecasts are based. Meteo
rologists, on the other hand, iss~e immediate 
forecasts, based on meteorological data from 
various stations, and so far do not entet into 
long-distance forecasts, excepting to study the 
probabilities based on recorded cycles, and the 
possibilities defining· a basis for such forecasts. 
Records over a great many years are ne·cessary 
to see if the happenings for a number of _years 
(up to 20 or 30 years)._ occur in regular 
cycles; and so far Australian records are not 
long enough to permit this to be done. Even 
in the older European countries the examina
tion has disclosed little of value. The service 
of long-distance forecastin-g may evetltually 
come, but at present it must be said that its 
day is 'not yet.' 

uThere are also the people who think that 
because a period of several months has been 
dry, the following period is likely to be cor
respondingly wetter. Here again there is no 
support, examination of past records showing 
that a dry winter does not affect the ordinary 
chances of rain in the following spring. On 
the whole, we must view our chances of rain 
this spring as just the same as in any other 
year. We are not putting this forward as an 
argument that spraying is not necessary. \Ve 
think that spraying is specially necessary this 
year, not because there may be abnormal rains, 
but because there is so much disease about 
that ordinary rains can do quite a lot of dam
age." 

Most growers were convinced,. after 
they had seen their vines at pruning time, 
that they had many more pits. on the sul
tana canes than they thought they had. 
This was evidenced by the fact that a 
good many growers used 'the acid-iron for 
reduction of the initial infection. Com
mercial damage, however, comes with the· 
spread of summer spores, which increase 
enormously with each succeding shower 
once. the infection has started on the new 
growth. 

Bordeaux spraying is protective; that is, its 
value lies in killing the germinating spore be
fore it takes hold on the new shoots. It has 
no curative value once the fungus has entered 
the vine, but its protective value is then more 
important than ever to prevent additional 
spots. For these reasons it is essential, in a 
dangerous year, to coat the new growth as 
soon as possible. We spray for the next rain, 
not for the last one, as it is too late for this. 

It is a good many years since Bordeaux 
spraying was general, and we have been asked 
to describe the· method of preparation as gene
rally used in this district. 

PREPARATION OF BORDEAUX 
The Bluestone Solution.-A stock solution 

may be prepared by disso,~,lfing 1-lb. of blue
stone for every gallon of water. A useful 
quantity is 21-lb. of bluestone in 21 gallons 
of water, as a 50-gallon spray barrel may 
then be filled three times without further pre
paration of stock bluestone solution. The ap
proved method is to suspend the bluestone in 
a hessian bag with a portion just above the 
surface of the water. It takes some hours to 
dissolve, but this is a useful method when the 
solution is prepared overnight. If for imme
diate use, the bluestone dissolves more readily 
in hot water. 

PREPARATION OF LIME 
Place I 5 -lb. to 20-lb. of quick-lime in a 

cask, and slake it by adding small quantities 
of water at a time·. When thoroughly slak
ed, fill the cask with water, and stir until 
the thin milk is obtained. This milk of lime 
may then be used in exactly the same way as 
the soda solution, adding milk of lime to the 
bluestone solution until the phenolphthalein 
test is obtained. A cask of lime and water, 
prepared as above, will be sufficient to make a 
50-gallon spray-barrel of Bordeaux three or 
four times. It is wiSe to stir thoroughly, then 
to pause for about half a minute before using. 
The sediment at the bottom of the cask should 
b:.: discarded. When lime is used for making 
Bordeaux, good quick-lime should be obtained, 
and special precautions should be taken to 
prevent air-slaking, if the lime has to be kept 
for future use. It is satisfactory when pack
ed in airtight tins. Another method is to 
slake the lime in large quantities, and to keep 
is covered with water to prevent airslaking. 
It may then be taken out for use as required. 

SODA OR SODA-ASH 
Burgundy mixture (copper soda) is widely 

used inste·ad of Bordeaux (copper-lime) in 
the Mildura district. A convenient stock 
solution is l-ib. of washing soda (or {-lb. of 
soda ash) to one gallon of water. 

The. -pr'eparation of these stock solutions in 
separate casks is very convenient for hasten
ing the preparation of the spray mixture. 

The Bordeaux strength commonly used in 
this district is as follows: 7-lb. copper sul
phate (bluestone), sufficient lime (or soda) to 

give the test, 50 gallons of water (equivalent 
quantities of larger spray barrels). 

Preparation from stock solution: I.-Pour 
seven gallons of stock bluestone solution (con
taining 7-lb. of bluestone) into the spray bar
rel. 2.-Make up to 20 gallons with water. 
3.-Add soda or lime until the test is obta:n
ed. 4.-Make up to 50 gallons with water. 

Method of Testing.-Test with phenol
phthalein paper. Stop adding soda solution as 
soon as the test paper turns faintly pink when 
put into the mixture. Pin the paper to a 
small stick to avoid wetting it with the hand. 

Some scorching of leaves, due to the act~on 
of the spray, is quite usual, and is accepted as 
harmless. The· burning of leaves is very no
ticeable on the young shoots ( 4_ to 6 leaves) ; 
but no harmful effects oil· flower buds, flow
ers or fruit results. The last pair of leaves 
out, and sometimes the previous pair, are usu
ally scorched. 

REGULARITY OF SPRAYING 
This year it is sound policy to put on at 

least one early spray as soon as the shoots come 
out. The number of later applications will, 
of course, depend on the· weather. Home
made spray mixtures give. best and most per
manent results. 

Low Grade Currants 
In a letter to the Board of Management, the 

officer in charge of the Merbein Research Sta
tion (Mr. A. V. Lyon) outlined the results of 
the various observations and records in respect 
to the problems associated with the produc
tion of currants. In view of the difficulties 
involved in this problem, and the extreme 
necessity to improve quality as a means to 
successful competition overseas, the Board de
cided to ask that an officer of the C.S.I.R. 
attend Federal Council and address growers" 
representatives on this important matter. The 
letter from Mr. Lyon· reads:--:-

Commonwealth Research Station, 
Merbein, August 20, 1938. 

W. N. Sumner, Esq., Sec. A.D.F.A. 
Melbourne, C.l. 

Dear Mr. Sumner, 
Frequent references have been made re

ce·ntly to the necessity of improvement in the 
quality of our currants, and I promised the 
chairman (Mr. Howie) that I would submit 
our ideas on the subject to the Board of Man
agement. The results of our various obser
vations and records are given below:-

L-D!SBUDDING, In favorable seasons, 
excellent quality currants can be grown on 
the 1·iver settlements if careful pruning is 
adopted, followed by disb~1dding ,adventitious 
shoots. Briefly, the results are as follow:-

( a) The strong shoots on spurs carry the 
best bunches. In dry years, these bunches 
give fruit of excellent quality. 

(b) The poor fruit (white and red) is 
borne on weak shoots-mainly adventitious 
growths not arising from spurs. 

(c) If disbudding is practised, it results 
in the selection of good shoots carrying 
good bunches. 

(d) No reduction in yield results from 
disbudding if extra spurs are left to coun
ter-balance the bunches removed in disbud
ding. About 12 extra spurs are necessary 
for strong vines in river areas. 
2.-EFFECTS OF RAINFALL, Currant 

bunches, after Goloration, are particularly sus-
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ceptible to rain, and bunches which give the 
best quality fruit suffer most. In the last six 
seasons, in Mildura district, we have had Janu
ary rains on four occasions, in contrast to the 
previous 17 years during which January rain 
exceeded one inch in one year only. On most 
occasions, these January rains have occurred 
early in the month, when only the best of the 
bunches are sufficiently forward to suffer 
damage. Thus the rcsult:1nt crop h..:s consisted 
of berries split before maturity, plus the poor 
quality bunches which develop later on weak 
shoots. The losses due to rain are at a maxi
mum on vines carefully pruned and disbudOed. 
While these conditions persi,:t, growers pay 
little attention to quality. 

3.-SOIL DEFICIENCY: Sulphate of iron 
has been tried, on the assumption that it may 
affect the color of the pigment. We have 
failed to note any differences, either by appli
cation to the soil or by injections. There may 
be other elements which improve the pigment. 
Pot cultures combined with physiological 
studies are necessary to test these. Though 
these will be commenced, the prospects of suc
cess appe·ar remote. This assumption is based 
on the fact that in suitable seasons the cur
rants bear good fruit, indicating no deficiency, 
and in particular in the absence of deficiency 
symptoms on the leavest which Usually accom
panies soil deficiency in cases where it has 
been establishe.d. 

4.-CINCTURING: Optimum results are 
obtained if cincturing is delayed until the 
majOrity of the caps have fallen. The ten
dency in recent years is to cincture early, giv
ing increased yields and reduced quality. Pre
liminary tipping permits later cincturing. 

5 .-PRUNING: Currant pruning, though 
relatively simple, does req"uire care. The neces
sities are careful selection of spurs, and the 
elimination of the twig on old wood and at 
the base of the spurs. l'hese facts are known, 
and the careless habits of the present time are 
probably associated with the unfavorable sea
sons which have given no incentive for care
ful work. 

6.-GENERAL REMARKS: There is a 
policy among some growers, which has been 
advocated in the rural Press, of going for 
quantity rather than quality. This has cer
tainly paid best in recent seasons when quality 
has been unobtainable. A recurrence of good 
seasons appears to be necessary before advo
cacy of improved methods of currant produc
tion would be taken seriously by growers. 
There is some comfort in the fact that the 
incidence of January- rains on currants has 
been within the last six years, and must there
fore be viewed as .a unit in the seasonal cycle 
rather than as a permanent change in seasonal 
conditions. The odds on the recurrence of 
favorable seasons are therefore high, and must 
be associated with improvement in quality.-
Yours sincerely, (Sgd.) A. V. LYON, 

Officer in Charge. 

Case for a Currant Bounty 
CANNOT MAKE CURRANTS PAY 

AT £15 PER TON 

Memorandum Setting Out the 
Victoria 

Position in 

In the August issue of the "Dried Fruits News" the serious position obtaining in 
South Australia was set out. Meanwhile, a case for Victorian and N.S.W. 
growers has been prepared and the three States are co-operating, through the 
A.D.F.A., in an endeavor to obtain assistance from the Commonwalth Govern
ment. 
Recently, Mr. A. Cameron, Acting Minister of Commerce, stated that, at this 
stage, the Commonwealth was not prepared to grant a bounty, but efforts would 
be made to try and get the full preference in New Zealand for this fruit. The 
request for a bounty is to be persisted in, and it is planned to make a further 
approach when Sir Earle Page returns. Growers are appreciative of the work 
done by Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, who co-operated with the committee in the 
preparation of the case, which is set out as follows:-

The currant growers of Australia have for 
four years been passing through the most eli£~ 
ficult period they have ever experienced, ow
ing to the very low prices at which currants 
have sold in the United Kingdom market. 
These low prices are due to Greece offering 
currants at the· lowest prices since pre-war. 

For the past 10 years the prices of currants 
in Great Britain have been on the fall, but 
until the year 1934 they were payable. A 
sudden drop to £30 in 1935 and a steady de
cline to £25 to £26 per ton at the present time 
brings them below the price at which Aus
tralian growers can produce them, therefore 
growers are getting less than the cost of pro
duction . In the four dried fruit producing 
States there are some 12,000 to 13,000 acres 
planted to currants and a year or normal crop 
the production is now 21,000 to 23,000 tons. 
Greece and Australia are the only countries in 
the world producing currants in export q~an
tities. 

PREFERENCE IN CANADA 

The case for the consideration of a bounty 
on currants exported to Great Britain, New 
Zealand and other countries rests upon the 
fact that the Commonwealth Government has 
never been able to arrange for the growers of 
currants an effective preference in any country 
but Canada. The preference we enjoy in 
Canada is effective, therefore we have no wish 
to ask for a bounty on exports to Canada. The 
market available in Canada is distinctly lim
ited however, being equal to approximately 
2,000 tons per year. 

70 PER CENT. TO GREAT BRITAIN 
On a year of normal production 70 per 

cent. of the currant production of Australia 
must find its market in Great Britain, and the 
preference we enjoy is only £2 per ton. This 
is totally inadequate to form any protection 
to the grower in Australia, whose costs of 
production are based upon wages at £3/17/ 
per week against wages in Greece of from 
10/ to 15/ per week. 

NEW ZEALAND NO PREFERENCE 
In New Zealand we enjoy no preference at 

all and have to meet the full competition 
from Greece, and this country, while selling 
at the lowest prices since pre-war, is paying 
Greek shippers a subsidy sufficient to cover 
the exchange of 2 5 per cent. between £S and 
£NZ. 

EFFECT OF GREEK CURRENCY 
Greece is able to quote the present very low 

prices because the Greek currency has been 
so heavily depreciated. The Greek drachma 
which stood at 25 to the £ pre-war was stabi
lised in 1930 at 350 to the £, .and today the 
rate of exchange is 547 to the £. This means 
that a sale of Greek currants at £40 per ton 
in London in 1931 converted at 350 drachma 
-14,000 drachma per ton. Today a sale of 
Greek currants at £28 per ton London con
verted at 547 drachma-15,316 drachma per 
ton. 

The depreciation of the Greek drachma has 
enabled them to quote very low prices in Lon
don and yet enabled them to maintain the 
domestic price in Greek drachma. 

lrymple Packing Pty. ·Limited 

Greece has a distinct geographical advan
tage and the cost of freight and insurance 
from Greek ports to the United Kingdom 
would not exceed 30/ per ton, whereas the 
similar charges on currants from 1\1ildura are 
quite £5 per ton. 

MIL DURA 

OPERATING AT 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

l.P .C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

SlJPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQillREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS, P. MALLOCH, 
Governing Director. Manager. 

AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION 
The importance of currant growing is re

flected in the Australian production, which 
has now reached a total of 21,000 tons in a 
normal crop year. 

Currants are produced in each of the four 
dried fru~t producing States: 

Victoria 
South Australia 
New South Wales 
Western Australia 

9000 
9000 
1000 
2000 

21,000 
Production of currants must go on because 

in many districts in South Australia currants 
are the only diied fruit produced, and the cli
matic conditions of the districts are such that 
it is the only dried vine fruit which can be 
produced. In the irrigation districts along the 
~{urray other dried vine fruits are produced, 
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CASE FOR A CURRANT BOUNTY 
(Continued from· Page 5) 

but the large tonnage of currants produced 
precludes any change ovet to other fruit for 
the reason that we are facing over-production 
in thosf! fruits. 

INCREASING COSTS 

For the past three years there has been an 
increasing cost of production in all dire·ctions. 
The industry is governed by an award of the 
Commonwealth Arbitration Court, and 
wages were direC"tly increased by the court last 
year. There has also been a steadily increasing 
wage due to the rise in cost of living figures. 
Water rates in the Mildura area have been in
creased 5/ to 7/6 per acre. Requisites for 
prOduction of crop have increased in price. 

In the irrigation areas on the Murray subsoil 
drainage has become essential to maintain crop 
production, and this has involved growers in 
an expenditure of £5 pe'r acre in payment for 
the drainage mains and a cost of £15 to £20 
per acre for putting in the necessary tile 
drains in their properties. 

Currants sold in the United Kingdom at 
£26 per ton are subject to the following 
C'harges which are unavoidable:-

Price Sold in London 
Charges-

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
26 0 0 

Draftage ~% . . . . 
Brokerage H%, 

count H% .... 
Dis-

London Agents' Com-

4 

15 

mission 1!.% . . 6 
Landing Charges & Rent 1 10 
Fumigation Cost . . . . 5 
Shipping Freight . . . . . 3 0 
Insurance . . . . . . . . 1 

Add Exchange . . . . . . . . 

Charg.es Payable in Australia
Selling Commission 3~% 15 
Marine Insurance and 

Stevedorh~_g . . . . . 
Export Levy . . . . 
State Board Levy .. 
A.D.F.A. Levy . . . . 
Rail Freight .. 
Packing Cost 
Insurance . . . . . . 

5 
10 

5 
3 

111 
5 10 

1 

0 

6 

6 
0 
0 
0 
6 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Conversion from packed weight to 
sweat-box weight 6% . . . . . . 

6 2 6 

£19 17 6 
4 19 6 

£24 17 0 

9 0 0 

£15 17 0 

16 0 

£15 1 0 

From the foregoing it will be seen that 
growers cannot possibly make currants pay at 
£15 per ton. 

68 PER CENT. OF CROP WILL BE SOLD 
IN U.K. THIS YEAR 

The Greek Central Currant Office has an
nounced its sales policy for the coming season 
and the opening prices are £2 per ton lower 
than last season. This policy must force Aus
tralian currants to still lower levels. 

The low prices quoted by Greece are un
doubtedly to meet the competition from Cali
fornian Thompsons natural sultanas, which 
are quoted at 19/6 per cwt. c.i.f. U.K. ports, 
which, with duty of £10/10/, and landing 
charges of £2/10/ per ton are selling at 
£32/10/ per ton landed. Greek Pyrgos cur
rants are quoted at 23/6 c.i.f., which with 
duty £2 per ton and landing charges £2/10/ 
per ton-£28 per ton landed. The Australian 
grower is therefore being caught in the £ght 
between the Greek currant and the Califor
nian natural sultana for the British market. 

The Californian dried fruit properties are, 
through the economic pressure of extremely 
low and unpayable prices, drifting into the 
hands of Armenian owners who are employing 
Chinese, Japanese ancf Mexican peons to work 
the properties. Australia's only competitor in 
export markets is Greece. The annual pro
duction of currants in that country is 150,000 
tons. Of this tonnage only 8 5,000 tons is 
marketed annually, the remainder being pur"7 
chased by the Currant Control Office for con-
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version into sp1nt, grape must and for other 
industrial purposes. 

Recently the Greek Government has bee·n 
concerned with the over-production of and 
low prices being received for currants, and has 
passed an Act to provide for the compulsory 
removal of vines to the extent of over-produc
tion. The application of this law will prob
ably be extended over a few years, and it may 
be reasonably assumed that better conditions 
will eventually be attained, meanwhile, from 
the low ratio fixed for export this year it is 
apparent that Greece is prepared to accept re
turns which are ruinous to our growers. 

The Development and Migration Commis
sion in their report on the dried fruit industry 
in 1927 (page 27) dealt with the cost of pro
duction of dried fruits. These costs were con
siderably reduced during the depression period 
when wages and commodity prices fell con
siderably, but during the last four years there 
has been a gradual swing to higher costs again, 
and this, unfortunately, is being accompanied 
by lower world market prices, and growers 

cannot possibly get their costs down to the 
very low returns now being received. 

Growers cannot possibly produce at the 
pric·es they are receiving from the United 
Kingdom, New Zealand and other export 
markets where we do not enjoy effective pre
ference, and therefore ask for a bounty of £5 
per ton on the currants exported to those 
countrie·s, the bounty to operate until 

1. The Commonwealth Government is able 
to arrange an effective preference on currants; 
or ( 2), until the average price of currants in 
the Unite-d Kingdom rises to £33 per ton. 

Growers have been loth to approach the 
Government although for the past four years 
they have been receiving below cost Of pro
·duction on currants, satisfactory prices for 
other fruits they have been producing has en
abled them to carry the loss on currants, but 
this year lower prices for sultanas and increas
ing production costs have forced us to seek 
Government aid with regard to currants, 
which are not effectively protected by the 
preferences. 

CURRAN:rs 
Australian Great 

Year Production Britain 
Tons Tons Price 

1925 11,693 6,280 
1926 12,636 8,097 
1927 11,437 4,756 
1928 7,174 (frost year) 586 

30 15 0 
37 16 5 
42 11 0 
55 12 6 
42 11 6 
35 0 9 
41 10 6 
40 1 2 
34 0 0 
36 1 0 
30 3 6 
30 5 3 
29 15 9 
28 0 0 

Canada 
Tons 

159 
406 

1,862 
2,199 
1,537 
1,560 
2,155 
2,216 
1,468 
2,226 
2,186 
2,107 

N.Z. 
Tons 

351 
310 
483 
465 
522 
447 
657 
597 
461 
693 
561 
621 

Other 
Tons 
330 
267 
450 
439 
500 
255 
503 
489 
444 
579 
527 
432 

1929 18,986 12,439 
1930 18,903 13,066 
1931 17,480 10,472 
1932 17,268 9,423 
1933 16,469 10,870 
1934 17,896 10,184 
1935 21,018 13,179 
1936 12,336 (rain dam.) 4,375 
1937 18,074 10,024 
1938 21,600 (est.) 

WAGES CURRANT RETURNS TO GROWERS IN 
THE SWEAT BOX? January, 1933 

October, 1934 
January, 1935 
April, 1935 . . . . . . . 
October, 1935 . . . . . . 
November, 1936 ..... . 
October, 1937 . . . . . . . . 
September, 1938 . . . . . . . 

£3 
£3 
£3 

4 0 per week 
5 

6 
6 " 

6 " 
£3 7 6 " 
£3 8 6 ., 
£3 10 6 
£3 16 0 

£3 17 0 " " 

2 Crown 
1925 £19 1 0 
1926 £23 2 6 
1927 £29 5 0 
1928 £41 3 4 Frost year, i normal crop. 
1929 £27 15 0 
1930 £23 2 6 
1931 £32 7 6 
1932 £29 15 0 
1933 £24 12 6 

TABLE OF CURRANT PRODUCTION 1934 £27 7 6 
1935 £22 5 0 { 6-in. Rainfall in January 

~gregate 1936 £29 10 0 reduced crop to one-
yield 1937 £21 10 0 third normal. 

Mildura Merbein Red Cliffs 
yield yield yield 
per acre per acre per acre 

Year in cwts. in cwts. in cwts. 
per acre 1938 £20 0 0 Estimated. 
in cwts. These £gures show the very low prices re-

33.4 ceived by growers during the past four years. 
~g The figure for the years 1928 and 1936 are 

15:9 misleading because in those years frost and 

1933 25.7 40.5 45.6 
1934 24.0 36.9 42.0 
1935 30.8 41.0 33.2 
1936 12.2 15.0 26.2 
1937 25.9 31.6 32.1 

~- -- ~-

118.6 165.0 179.1 143.4 

28.9 heavy January rains decimated the crop to 
such an extent that many growers lost prac
tically the whole crop, and although the price 
per ton was higher the return per acre was 
very low indeed. 

Average yield per cwt for the past 5 years-
23.7 33.0 35.8 28.7 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

Branches 

in all 

States 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

Agents 

in all 

Districts 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK, WORKERS' COMPENSATION, 

CROP, STACK AND MOTOR CAR 

INSURANCES EFFECTED. 

Head Office: 46 Queen St., Melbourne, C.l. 
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THE STATISICAL POSITION 
AN INVOLVED SET OF CONDITIONS 

In the August statement under this heading it was indicated that there were 
difficulties ahead. The fact that heavy crops were certain in a!! producing 
countries was sufficient to give the impression that returns would be lower than 
those for last season's fruit. To date this is so, for our prices in all overseas 
markets are down, on an f.o.b. basis, about £6 per ton on sultanas and £4 per 
ton on currants, on the sale of somewhere in the vicinity of 87 per cent. and 
84 per cent., respectively, lexias, of course, being the exception as far as the 
United Kingdom is involved. As the great bulk of the balance unsold will be 
sold in London, it is to this market that we must look for some idea of a basis 
of final returns. The following outline is mainly given as being of general in
terest to growers. 

SULTANAS 

The Commonwealth: As at August 31, de
live·ries, that is fruit paid for, are 250 tons 
above the figures for the corresponding date 
of last year's record turn-over, at a price in 
advance of the closing rates of_ 1937. This is 
due to the buoyancy of prevailing marketing 
conditions. However-and this must apply 
to all fruits-the drastic fall in the prices of 
wool and wheat, so closely related to the size 
-of the national cheque, can have an early ef
fect on the position, and we are fortunate to 
have had such good sales. 

Canada: The recent statement by the Min
ister of Commerce having eased the minds of 
buyers, sales to this market are better, and 
whilst they will not reach those o£ last year's 
record, they are satisfactory. The firming of 
Californian values is heartening. The govern
ment buying for non-competitive disposal has 
-cleared the 1937 crop, and from reports there 
are indications of a hardening of rates. The 
following extract from the "California Fruit 
News" is of interest. It states: "The general 
grape prorate programme which was voted on 
on Friday of last we·ek, in 43 coun
ties of California, went over overwhelm
ingly. This stabilizes the whole grape situa
tion, including grapes dried for raisins. The 
proration of raisins this year had already been 
arranged. The added programme which the 
balloting by growers last week approved, was 
largely concerned with wine grapes and winer
ies. It now makes it entirely probable that 
the total raisin tonnage will be held down to 
marketable proportions despite the large crop 
this year, because of this addition to the pro
rate of raisins, previously arranged by the Go':'"
ernment in making the loans to growers last 
winter." 

The Export Control Board is watching the 
position closely, and it can be anticipated that 
its policy will be to take the much needed rise 
in this -market -if trading conditions warrant. 
However, as the great bulk of the fruit for 
Canada has been shipped and paid for, .any rise 
cannot have much effect on the aggregate re
returns to growers. 

The United Kingdom.-Sales to date in this 
market are very satisfactory, being 4636 tons 
in excess of those of even date last year. This 
increase is greatly offset by 'the drop of an 
average of £6 per ton compared with the 1937 

figures. It is in regard to 17,000 tons still 
to be sold in this market that we must con
cern ourselves. On a purely statistical basis of 
high crops in all the producing countries, the 
restriction of buying power in Europe, and the 
many factors influencing careful buying, it is 
remarkable that Mr. Caro has been able to hold 
the price for our sultanas. The recent firming 
on heavy sales is more remarkable, and ex
tremely satisfactory. The advantage of qual
ity is, of course, tremendous, and probably 
means a £4 premium to us, over the darker 
types from California. However, the increase of 
approximately £1 per ton on the large sales re
cently, is important. 

Reports from London are heartening, after 
the uncertainty of the past few months. The 
cautious policy of buyers, due to- doubts re
garding preferences, following the report in a 
London paper, eased when information from 
authoritative sources made it plain that this 
statement was a misrepresentation of facts. 
The large sales that have taken place since 
would indicate that confidence in the· position 
has been restored. 

Despite the heavy crops, the statistical posi
tion is strong. Smyrna fruit is freely quoted, 
but buyers do not appear interested. A new 
agreement was signed on August 15 between 
Turkey and Germany, the details of which 
have not been made public. However, it is un
officially stated from several sources that Ger
many has agreed to purchase 40,000 to 45,000 
tons of Turkish sultanas. This would leave 
only a limited quantity for the London mar
ket. Se-llers are not inclined to make conces
sions to force sales of this fruit; rather are 
their quotes firming. Recent reports from 
Turkey officially confirm the rumors of crop 
losses. The actual position is that rain dam
age during the harvest affected the 15 per cent. 
of the crop that was on the drying ground. 
Racks are not used. The balance of the crop 
on the vines-approximately 15 per cent .. -
was also adversely affected. 

The demand for Californian is not at all 
keen, the trade ap}?earing to prefer paying the 
premium for our higher quality good color 
fruit. It is generally considered that the ex
cellent values being shown will mean the· Con
tinuance of the demand. The effect of the 
doubts regarding the international situation 
can now be estimate·d. Whilst prices might 
harden, so will costs; the insurance rates have 

already been heavily incre·ased. The news of 
the signing of the Four Power Pact, at the 
moment of writing, must immediately mini
mise any extensive alteration of the pre·sent 
conditions. The Control Board is in constant 
touch with its London agency, where the posi
tion is being very closely watched, and ar
rangements made on a very short-dated basis. 

Generally, the sultana position promises 
better than might have been anticipated. As 
stated in recent surveys in these pages, Sep
tember-October is the period of the year when 
some ta1r1y reliable idea can be tormed of the 
fate of the balance of the pack, and it is sat
isfactory to note the firmness ruling on the 
market on which we still have to sell some 
17,000 tons of a sultana pack of 62,000 tons, 
as compare·d with last year when, at this period, 
there were 1600 tons unsold. Progress or sales 
during the next· month or two will be watched 
with considerable interest. 

LEXIAS 

Values for this fruit should hold in all mar
kets. London rates range· from £47 to £57, 
with rather slow turn-over. Practically no 
business is being done in Spanish, which means 
that we have little to fear in the disposal of 
the 19 3 8 crop. Record sales are the rule in 
the Commonwealth, but these will not have 
any great influence, as the returns from Lon
don are equally good, if not, in fact, better by 
£2 per ton, sweat box, than those of the Com
monwealth. 

It is opportune here to express appreciation 
of those interests in the industry that have 
done so much to per£e(..t: cl~c proce~smg of the 
lexia into the seeded article that is making for 
such excellent sales of this fruit. It means 
a tremendous lot in London, where a market 
is being built up that will be of advantage to 
us when our competitors return to normal de
liveries. 

CURRANTS 
The statement of the case for a bounty, in 

this and the August issue, gives the serious 
position of the currant grower. There is no 
material change in the London position since 
the last report. A slightly lower crop in 
Greece, of a little better quality than that of 
last year, seems to be claiming the attention 
of he trade. However, the market is inclined 
to firm for the lower grades, and whilst no ef
fective increase can be anticipated, the· danger 
of any further fall is not apparent. Sales in 
the Commonwealth are on a par with those of 
last year. The movement to uproot consider
able acreages in Greece, whilst slow, is devel
oping, and the Government is using its influ
ence at the moment for voluntary destruction 
of poor quality vines. 

To summarise the general position.-Apart 
from currants, the position is satisfactory .. We 
have a lot of fruit still to sell, .and once the 
Christmas buying-now in progress-is· over, 
sales will probably slow down. Neve·rtheless, 
the quality should ensure a steady demand, and 
any danger of an embarrassing carryover 
should not be real. A limited carryover is 
not always a disadvantage to a marketing pro
gramme, and is a useful security in the finan
cing of a new crop. 
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Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, OCTOBER 12, 1938 

THE GROWERS' PARLIAMENT OF 
1938 

IN the past year the industry has faced, pos-

sibly the most critical period of its chequer

ed history. Action of almost a revolutionary 

nature, involving the expenditure of many 
thousands of pounds, has been taken by the 

Board of Manageirent, after consultation with 

the leaders of growers' executives from all 

areas. Whilst there has been almost a general 

approbation of the policy of the board through 

its parliament of the growers-the Federal 

Council-there have been some sporadic con

demnation of the failure to consult all grow

ers, through the agency of meetings, before 

such drastic action was taken. In the light 
of the happenings over the past year, inciden

tal to the carrying out of the programme 

agreed upon, this would have been fatal. As 

it eventuated, the slightest leakage of informa

tion, beyond the control of the board, waS a 

very costly item added to the account that is 

being met by the growers. The remarkable 

achievement by the A.ssociation will only be 

appreciated in time by the bulk of the indus

try. Meanwhile, the uncertainties that might 

exist in some minds, either individual or dis

trict, will be brought to the Federal Council 

by the representatives of those interests-be 

they in one or all States. It is here that the 
very essence of the strength of the A.D.F.A. 

is so obvious, even to its critics. The 19 3 8 
Federal Council will consist of every interest 

in this widespread industry. An analysis of 

the list of delegates present will show that 

practically every voting delegate is a grower 

who is actively engaged in the production of 

fruit. 

THE decisions of such a conference must, 

therefore be in keeping with the interests 

of growers/_:,. Such decisions however, arC' ma

terially as_S:~~-~d by the contributions to the 

discussions· .. .-.by marketing representatives and 

those associated with the processing of the 

fruit. Such are the elements of the .1938 
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Federal Council. What of its responsibilities? 

Its paramount duty is to hear and endorse, or 

otherwise, the action of the Board of Manage

ment in regard to the unprecedented develop

ments of the past year, and to recommend a 

policy for th~ coming year. 
The will of the council-or parLament--of 

the growers is the deciding factor. This de

mocratic form is costly. Some £400 for three 
days; but it is the very success, the chrysalis of 
that confidence that has held the industry so 

solidly through the years until today, by this 
very foundation of democratic organisation, 

it has been able to survive the several crises and 

emerge stronger and more closely concerted 
from its buffeLings-conditions that could 

have broken an organisation Q£ lesser stability. 

WE, and perhaps our constructive critics, 

are proud of the achievements of the 
A.D.F.A.-achievements which have hinged on 

the· decisions and the will to trust those ap

pointed to conduct its affairs. 
Involved in this-the near metamorphosis 

of the Association-is the question of the in
corporation of the A.D.F.A. There are many 
features of this possible change of foundation 

that will be placed before the representatives 

of growers in October. The responsibility 
is theirs. 

~"""'"'''''''"'''""'"""'''''""'''''''""''"""'''''''""'""""""""'""': 

~ THE 1938 FEDERAL COUNCIL 1 
! The annual meeting of the Council ! 
~ will take place in the· l:ioard room of the ~ 
§ Commercial Travellers' Association, ~ 

~ commencing on October 18. ~ 
~ A feature of this important meeting ~ 
~ will be a survey of the work of the ~ 
' Export Control Board by Mr. A. F. Bell, ' 
~ C.M.G., who has accepted an invitation ~ 
§ to address the conference. ~ 
g § 
:r .............................................. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ...... , 

The industry's budgetry position is one that 
has been listed for the conference, and it is to 

the general advantage that a full and open 

discussion take place on all the costs associated 
with the several boards operating within the 

industry. There are motions on the agenda 

that a committee be appointed from the coun
cil to enquire into the costs of these 
units - so essential to the proper con
duct of our affairs. This cannot be taken 

as an actual criticism, but rather as the right 

and proper question for an annual conference 

of growers to take up. Were this not per
missable, the very strength of the 6,700 

growers and th:ir essential confidence could 
be materially destroyed. Here is another duty 

to be borne by the delegates. The urge of 
growers in this year of falling prices is to 
economise, and yet any restriction on these 

highly essential bQards can easily mean a false 
economy. On the other hand, ir i~ taken 

that the boards, the maj0rity en ea,;h being 
growers' representatives and assisted t.y men 

whose interests are for the industry, nre alive 

to the need for absolute minimum call on 

grower contributions. And so we come to 
this momentous conference-the decisions of 
which will be an important page in the history 

of the industry. It might be regretted that 
we have not the story of the past year and the 

decisions of the 1938 Federal C-ouncil in the 
text of «Water into Gold." It would be a 

:fitting climax to the epic story, so well told 

by Mrs. Ernestine Hill. 

COMMUNITY EFFORT 

Figures of the Renmark 
Hotel 

Several years ago a definite effort was made 
to establish a community hotel at Red Cliffs 
-funds were subscrib~d and options taken 
over land-all to no avail. The figures of the 
Renmark Hotel, which, like that of Barmera, 
is owned and controlled by the community, 
are of interest. 

PROFIT OF £10,171/14/-
A nett profit of £!0,171/14/0 has been 

earned for the year. This constitutes a re
cord for any single year's trading. Increased 
patronage has been received in all Depart
ments. Percentages of profit and expenses 
have been again kept at a consistent average. 

Local purchasing where practicable has 
been followed. The apportioned percentages 
are: Local, 87.95 per cent.; other, 12.05 per 
cent. 

DONATIONS 
After putting aside reserves and funds for 

improvements this citize·ns' company made 
donations to the town amounting to £4,060 · 
!!/4, compared with £3,292/7/4 for rhe pre
viou.~ year, the- amount was distributed. as 
follows:- The Renmark Distric1: Hospital, 
£1,550; Corporation of Town of Renmark, 
£300; Taylor Memorial Gardens, £200; 
Mothers and Babies' Health Association, £100; 
Renmark Institute, £50; Local Relief, £200; 
Renmark To'urist Association, £125; Renmark 
Citizens' Silver Band, £104; Renmark High 
School Council, £150; Renmark Show Society, 
£25; Renmark Girl Guides' Association, £20; 
Local School Committees, £200; Local Schools~ 
Cricket Association, £5/10/0; Renmark North 
and Chaffey Agricultural Bureau, £5; Old Age 
and Invalid Pensioners' Association, £10; Ren
mark Irrigation Trust, £200; Returned Sol
diers' Memorial Loan, £50; Scout Bursary, 
£10; Renmark Racing Club, £10; Anzac Day 
Sports, £32/10/0; ·Sailors and Soldiers' Dis
tress Fund, £50; Improvements_ Aerodrome, 
£26/7/8; Renmark Hunt Club, £15; Town 
Parks and Frontage Gardens Maintenance, 
£451/5/7; Refunds of Accommodations to 
Collectors, £19/9/6; Jubilee Celebrations, 
£151/8/7. Grand Total, £4,060/11/4. 

INCORPORATION OF THE 
ASSOCIATION 

At a recent meeting of the board of man
agement, this important proposal was further 
dealt with. The solicitors to the association 
reported on their enquiry into certain features 
of the question and this repOrt was fully dis
cussed. It was agreed that, until several dif
ficult points had been cleared up, no definite 
recommendation, as regards action to be 
taken by Federal Council could be made. At 
a meeting of the board to be held on October 
14 any further developments will be dealt 
with and a full report prepared for the coun
cil. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.FA Session, 7 to 7.15 
p.m. (Souih Australian Time) every 

Monday Night 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 

and other items of interest to Dried 
F mit Growers. 

Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide. 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berri, S.A. 
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NOTES OF INTEREST TO GROWERS 
At recent meetings of the various State 

Dried Fruits Boards the following matters of 
interest to growers were discussed:-

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BOARD 

THE secretary reported the death, which 
took place on September 3, 1938, after a 

short illness, of Mr. R. G. Birt, who had been 
the Board's Chief Investigation Officer for 
nearly I 0 years. A letter conveying the sym
pathy of the members of the Board had been 
sent to Mrs. Birt by the chairman. The re
port was noted with regret. In regard to the 
appOintment of a succesor, the matter was 
left with the chairman and secretary to pre
pare a report with recommendations for the 
next meeting of the Board. 

SUM1v1AR Y of reports of Investigation Offi-
cers during. July, 1938, were submitted, 

together with special reports on sale of draw
back fruit, inquiries among retail storekeepers 
on selling prices and inquiries at Broken Hill. 

THE annual grant of the Joint Publicity 
Committee for the year 1938-39 was ap

proved, and minor advertising contracts en
tered into with the Storekeepers' Journal were 
approved. 

THE secretary was directed to prepare re-
ports on prune production for seasons 1936 

and 1937, and of proce·ssing methods, and 
also on the moist packing of dried tree fruits. 

THE secretary reported that the Dried Fruits 
Equalisation Committee held its final 

meeting on September 6, 1938, when all ad
justment accounts with cheques for payments 
to the signatories to the Voluntary Trade 
Agreement 1937 had been sent out. 

IN connection with amending legislation, 
the secretary submitted a copy of memor

andum to the Parliamentry draftsman follow
ing conferences with him and arising out of 
the recommendations of the Australian Agri
cultural Council (Canberra, May 193 8). 

pARTICULARS of production for the sea-
son 193 8 in the Coonawarra area were 

submitted. 

ADVICE was received that the Coonawarra 
growers had agreed to form themselves 

into a co-operative body, and a request for 
one of their representatives to confer with the 
Board was agreed to. 

THE secretary reported that after conferring 
with the chairman, arrangements had been 

made with the Department of Lands for a 
special investigation in the irrigated areas. This 
was being conducted by the Board's officers in 
conjunction with officers of the· Police De
partment, at the request of the Government. 
-Noted. 

IN the matter of uniform cartnote, which 
was the subject of a discussion at the in

terstate conference in Sydney in May, 1"938, 
- replies hy packing houses to the Board's circu

lar were submitted, and the secretary was dir
ected to prepare a memorandum on the posi
tion for consideration at the next meeting of 
the Board. 

AN application by the New South Wales 
Board for a further grant towards the 

cost of investigation work in New South 
Wales was referred to the Consultative Com
mittee, and a request for a small grant to
wards frost prevention to a local committee 
was· approved. 

UNIFORM State Legislation.-It was stated 
that copies of the minutes of the Inter

state Secretaries' and Consultative Committee 
conferences had been forwarded to the mem
bers of the Board, as well as to the Under
Secretary for Agriculture for consideration 

and submission to the Minister for AgricultUre. 
In view of the suggestion from the Under
Secretary that the Board might desire to sub
mit recommendations to the Minister, conse
quent on the conferences and the decisions ar
rived at, it was resolved that the Board mem
bers should give consideration to same, with 
a view to the subject being dealt with at the 
next meeting of the Board. 

The secretary was asked to confer with the 
Under Secretary for Agriculture regarding the 
cost of gazettal of the revised regulations un
der the Act. 

REGULATIONS regarding inspection of 
packing houses, sale of distillery fruit, 

and disposal of unprocessed fruit.-Th~ secre
tary reported the result of his review of the 
regulations under the respective State Board 
Acts, and as the various subjects had been 
considered at the Secretaries' Conference in 
Melbourne early in June, it was decided that 
the Board members, when making recommend
ations after consideration of the minutes of the 
Eastern State conferences, should also submit 
their recommendations regard the foregoing 
regulations. 

REGISTRATION of Growers.-The secre
tary was instructed to make enquiries as 

to the registration and production of dried 
fruit by certain growers. 

WEST. AUSTRALIAN BOARD 

QORRESPONDENCE.-Letters of a gen-
eral nature were received as follows:-]. 

A. Ellis, regarding the position of lexias sanc
tioned for distillery sale. Exhibition Officer 
of Department of Industrial Development, 
notifying him of agents in London with whom 
the Agent-General could communicate. W. 
D. Moore and Co. Ltd., regarding registration 
as a dealer. S.A.D.F. Board, forwarding pack 
statistiCs to June 11. Victorian D.F. Board, 
giving the statistical position to May 31. 
N.S.W.D.F. Board, regarding a legal opinion as 
to the requirements of a statutory declaration, 
also pack statistics to April 3 0, and a revision 
in the list of packing house registrations 
A.D.F.A., advising the increase in price of 
currants, sultanas, lexias. Mills and Ware, 
forwarding traders' return for 1937. Pre
mantle and Albany Agents, regarding fruit ex 
Eastern States. Registered dealers, regarding 
shipments overseas. 

JLLICIT Sale of Fruit.-The secretary re
ported that he had communicated with 

the firm who had disposed of a limited quan
tity of currants and had followed the matter 

up with the grower concerned. It was de
cided to inform the grower of the legal posi
tion and that no action would be taken in the 
present instance. 

A GENTS' Account Sales.-A letter was re-
ceived from the Associated Agents of 

W.A., desiring to know the reason for the re
quest for detailed :final account sales of all 
agents. Particulars were received from one of 
the associated agents, and it was decided to 
leave the matter in the hands of the chairman 
for attention. 

DOOR Classification.-Following the sugges-
tion of the Packers' Association, it was de

cided that the matter of classification of dried 
fruits at the door should be discussed at a con
ference between the representatives of the 
packers and the board about November next, 
and the secretary was instructd to inform the 
Packers' and Agents' Association. 

pACKING House Receipts.-A printed form 
issued to growers by one of _the packing 

houses which had been prepared under legal 
advice was made available to the board, and 
the secretary was instructed to forward to the 
secretary of the Interstate Conference as pro
mised. 

.SALE of Distillery Fruit.-Particulars of a 
sale of three tons of buck currants by_ one 

of the registered dealers for distillery purposes 
and shipment to Brisbane having been supplied 
to the Board, the secretary stated that the in
struction had beeh given as to the Board's re
quirements of a statutory declaration and the 
nature of same. 

·COST of Inspection.-ln view of the propor-
tion of the cost of the Department of Com

merce inspectors to be borne by the W .A. 
Board having increased during 1936_and 1937, 
the secretary was directed to prepare ·a com
parison of the cost for the previous years and 
submit to the Board at the next meeting. 

DRIED Fruits Act Regulations.-Approval 
was given to the despatch of a copy of the 

regulations to the Eastern State Boards and 
A.D.F.A., also to the W.A. registered agents. 

New Film of the Dried Fruits Industry. 

During the Fedeql Council meeting an op
portunity will be given to delegates to view 
the screening of a new :film that has been pre
pared for publicity purposes. 

THE 

Mildura Co .. operative Fruit Co. Ltd. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £100,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the well-known ''PADLOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 
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STABILISATION OF INDUSTRY 
Mr. H. D. Howie Addresses Nyah and 

The scheme will be far enough advanced to 
be able to give growers a statement at the 
Federal Council meeting in October, when I 
feel confident that delegates will approve of 
the many transactions that have been com
pleted. I can give a short summary of thrse 
transactions, but do not propose to enter into 
a lengthy description of the many and intri
cate details surrounding each purchase. There 
is, however, just one point I would like to 
bring out and that is regarding the purchase 
of the Clare Fruit Packers' Ltd. interests. 
This company had not paid its 1936 or 1937 
debits under the agreements and was contest
ing the validity of the agreements, and as 
there were debits to other firms under the 1937 
agreement amounting to over £12,000, it was 
a very important matter to the industry to 
have a settlement of these debits. 

District Growers 

CONFIDENCE IN BOARD 
At a largely attended meeting held at Nyah, the chairman of the A.D.F.A. (Mr. 
H. D. Howie) made a statement on the Board's policy and the action to stabil
ise the industry as far as the Commonwealth was involved. Mr. Hervey Goode 
man (president of the Mid-Murray Council) was chairman of the meeting. 

Mr. Howie was well received and outlined 
the association's policy in its endeavor to se
cure for growers a proper return from the 
Commonwealth market, 

''In 1936_," he said, «when it became appar
ent that the Federal legislation was to be chal
lenged, your Board set about obtaining the best 
agreement it could with those interests outside 
the association. As a great proportion of these 
interests were loosely connected together in an 
association called the Independent Growers' 
and Packers' Association, negotiations were 
conducted between the A.D.F.A. and this as
sociation. An agreement was arrived at where
by the quotas as declared by State Boards 
would be observed, and a compensation pay
ment made in the case of overselling. As you 
know, the judgment of the Privy Council was 
adverse, however, the existence of this 1936 
agreement prevented any collapse on the home 
market, although, as later events proved, it Was 
extremely difficult to enforce the collection of 
compensation for overselling. This difficulty 
was accentuated by the disbandment of the 
Independent Growers' and Packers' Associa
tion ~hich had been party to the agreement. 
The next move for marketing control was 
taken by the Federal Government, who, by 
the means of a Referendum sought power to 
amend the Constitution. This failed and the· 
industry was again thrown upon its own re
sources. Although the 1936 agreement had 
proved weak when it came to enforcing 
penalties it was decided to negotiate a fur
ther agreement for 1937. A gre·at deal of 
legal opinion was obtained and also the back
ing of the State Governments, along with the 
State D.P. Boards, with a view to strengthen
ing the hold of the agreement. After months 
of work the great bulk of the industry was 
signed up under agreement containing 70 sig
natures of dealers, there being only two in 
South Australia, who would not come in, two 
in Victoria who would not sign, but agreed 
to observe quotas. The· 19 3 7 agreement made 
provision for adjustments to be made monthly 
and payments to be made progressively for 
over-selling. Considerable amounts were col
lected under this provision, but those admin
istering the agreement were perturbed at the 
conditions att~ched to these payments, viz., 
that payment was made on the condition that 
all amounts due by signatories must be paid 
before disbursement, and difficulty was ·being 
experienced in collection from one of the sig
natories. It then become certain that the 
enforcement of the agreement could only be 
made through the Courts, and two legal ac
tions were initiated. These happenings grave~ 
ly concerned your Board of Management, as 
there appeared great doubt as to the possibil
ity of enforcing the performance of the agree
ment. There were considerable sums of money 
involved in the transactions of 1937, and there 
was the future to .be thought of, if the experi
ence of two voluntary agreements was to be 
a guide. It was at this stage that your Board 
decided to ask growers to approve of a scheme 
whereby those interests that were irreconcil
able should be bought out and -alliances made 
with those interests who agreed to work with 
the association. Authority was given to the 

board to proceed with this scheme by Federal 
Council. The necessary finance was to be ob
tained from a levy of £1 a ton on the 1938 
crop, and agents were asked to provide ad
vances to enable the scheme to_ be immediately 
set in operation. With regard to the amount 
of this levy growers are entitled to know the 
reasons that justify such a large contribution. 

THE POSITION SUMMARISED 

Briefly the position can be summarised:
.. The value of the Commonwealth market 

above world's parity is roughly £20 ton; the 
Commonwealth c'Ons~..tmption is approximately 
15,000 tons; so the yearly stakes at issue then 
is aproximately £300,000. There was no 
possibility of effective legislation to help any 
marketing scheme; the method of control by 
voluntary agreement was breaking down and 
there was little prospect of providing any 

!"""'""~~~~~~·~~~;···~~ .. ·~;"·~~~;~"""'"' 
§ Mr. D. Cockroft moved a vote of 
§ confidence in the policy of the Board of 
~ Management, and a vote of thanks to 
~ Mr. Howie, which was seconded by Mr. 
; Sydes and carried by acclamation. On 
; behalf of growers they expressed confi
~ deuce in the Board's policy in regard to 
~ stabilising the industry on the Common
~ wealth market. 

~'''""'"""'"""""'"""'""""'''''''''"'''''''''''';'''"'''''''''''''''''''""..; 
permanent stability by such. The only 
really helpful measure that remained to help 
the industry was the State Board's power of 
controlling licensing of the packing hous~s, and 
on this point the various State Governments 
agreed to stand firm. 

"Under such circumstances your board felt 
justified in undertaking an expenditure that 
would give to the industry every prospect of 
a stable home market for many years and an 
assurance of at least a payable price for all 
fruit sold in the Commonwealth. With re
gard to this expenditure, although the outlay 
has been large, the amount spent is partly 
recoverable by r~alisation of assets acquired. 

"An adverse judgment at law would have 
invalidated all the· claims. Under the settle
ment that was effected the Clare Fruit com
pany paid tht:r debits and the distribution 
under the 1937 agreement is now being gone 
on with. This transaction has meant a gain 
of about £15,000 to the industry, although 
it will not show in the figures of the 
scheme, but will be distributed direct to grow
ers." 

Mr. Howie then dealt briefly with the vari
ous transactions, giving figures and other 
information, while he answered quite a num
ber of questions. 

DE-GRADING OF FRUIT FOR CANADA · 

This matter was discussed at some length, 
There was roughly 1000 tons of two crown 
sultanas short, it appeared, for the Canadian 
trade, and the Export Control Board would 
not reduce prices of three crown, so it was. 
decided to de-grade the low three crown fruit 
in order to keep faith with this market, It 
was important, said :Mr. Howie, to hold this. 
market, as owing to a collapse in the Califor
nian control American sultanas were being 
quoted in Canada at 3:i cents instead of 5, 

cents. 

In regard to the currant position Mr. Howie 
said South Australian growers were asking the 
Federal Government for an export bounty of 
£5 a ton, and Victorian growers were going: 
to do the same. 

Mr. W. Grundy said that in the matter 
of distillery fruit, this was the one case where 
there was no equity among growers. Some· 
growers had channels whereby they coul& 
get a fair price· for distillery fruit, while 
others did not. He thought the matter
should be taken up by the Board. Mr .. 
Howie advised growers to have this question 
brought up at the State conference at Mil-
dura (se-e report of Victorian State Confer-
ence in this issue) . 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

RENMARK 

A Compan•y Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST ·COMING HARVEST 
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THE QUALITY OF THE 
CURRANTS RED CLIFFS PRODUCTION 

The prices that the growers receive for their 
currants have been so low that production is 
declared by many to be unpayable under pre
sent conditions. Most packers and growers 
are prepared to admit that the quality is low, 
and that relief can come only by an improve
ment in this direction. ,The depressed quality 
(and- prices) have been with us most of the 
time during the past six years, and undoubt
edly must- be mainly attributed to the Janu
ary rainfalls that C"ome along so regularly. 

Statement Over the Past Five Years 
During the discussions on the question of 

Closer and Soldier Settlers' re-valuation, a 
contentious point has been the average pro
duction that could be expected from this set
tlement over a period of years. 

An accurate check of the figures taken out 

by the State Board over the past five years, 
and the estimate of the 19 3 8, pack, gives the 
following results:-

PACKED WEIGHTS 
Avge~ 

1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 Area (ac.) Per Ac. 
Currants .......... 1,669 1,599 1,143 1,563 1,853 1,021 1.53 
Sultanas .. ...... 11,744 9,144 13,954 12,187 16,517 8,266 1.54 
Lexias & Walthams 1,662 1,343 1,9{2 1,671 2,071 1,044 1.66 

-~ -~ ~~ -~ 
~~ 

-~ 

Totals .. " .. " 15,075 12,086 17,039 15,421 20,441 10,331 

Still, there are other faults as well. Pruning 
haS be·come more careless than ever, and the 
small red and whitish bunches are too much 
in- evidence. The currant vine needs even, 
strong shoots on which to bear good bunches. 
We have hesitated to launch a campaign for 
disbudding weak shoots while these January 
rains are coming along so regularly. But they 
are bound to stop sooner or later, and when 
we do we can inspect better fruit. 

For delivery weights add 4 per cent. for sultanas, 7 per cent. currants, and --
for lexias and walthams. 

There is no special meteorological explana
tion as to why the rains have been so early 

.and so regular in Jaunary. But they certainly 
have come at a time when the big forward 
bunches have suffered most damage, and left 
the inferior bunches to form most of the 
:Sample. Even if a good year does come 
.along, our production methods are such 
that we would not get the best out 
-of it. Apart from the seasons, poor 
quality currants are also associated with care
less pruning, exposed to the sun during dry
ing, and failure to separate the bad bunches 
-w-11en putting the fruit on the rack. 1 he 
question of poor quality currants is being dis
cussed at the annual A.D.F.A. conference, and 
no doubt the seriousness of the position will be 
brought prominently before growers. 

Cincturing.-The best time for cincturing 
has been defined as "when the majority of the 
.caps have fallen." Cincturing after setting 
1"uns the risk of a poor set and a low yield, 
while very early cincturing reduces quality by 
.a, close set of small berries. Generally, in the 
River areas, the small berries have the worst 
color, though this does not usually apply in 
the non-irrigated areas. The kind of cincture 
.or the tool used in making the cut, does not 
:appear to affect the position very much. It 
is often necessary to issue a warning against 
too severe a cincture, which affect the future 
health of the vine and depresses growth. A 
ready heal-over is required, as against a per
manent scar with dead wood showing and re
maining within the cut. A light topping 
prior to cincturing is often useful in giving a 
good set, particularly if there has been a delay 
in getting the cincturing completed. The 
methods necessary for the production of good 
currants have --not). even in favorable years, 
been put very fully into operation. This 
coupled with unfavorable years, has brought 
about the present unfavorable situation. 

I wiii marry the contortionist if he will 
keep straight. 

Some allowance must be made for an in
crease in these averages due to the consider
able amount of drainage that has taken place 
over this period, and for the fact that in the 
five years there has been a certain amount of 
changing over from citrus to other plantings. 
The record sulta.Ua crop of this year just 
reaches the two-ton average and the other sea-

OIDIUM 

It is now freely acknowledged that Oidium 
was far too much in evidence last year. Rare
ly have we seen so many really bad cases in 
mid-summer, and there is no doubt that both 
the quantity and the quality of the fruit was 
adversely affected; and that the pruning wood 
for this year's crop of sultanas was also dam
aged. 

With all diseases there are always some 
vineyards which escape damage with little 
treatment. Infection is to some extent a 
chance happening, and some plants, like hu
man beings, are lucky enough to escape major 
infection. All diseases, however, spread 
speedily and surely throughout the settle
ments as the years advance, and in seasons 
favorable to their development they spread 
very quickly. 

The chief criticism that can be levelled 
against last year's treatment of Oidium is that 
the applications of sulphur were· in most cases 
far too late. 

The practices in all parts of the world now 
trend to early treatment. The Californians 
commence sulphuring- before flowering, and 
continue until mid-summer. In the Eastern 
parts of U.S.A. some value of early Bordeaux 
sprays is recognised. Wet sprays, however, 
have never been recognised as standard treat
ment. All we can say of them is that they 
have a value in limiting and reducing the 
number of early infection points. The incor
poration of ~·colloidal" sulphur in the Bor
deaux is now coming into general use, and no 
doubt helps considerably. Wet sprays are ex
pensive, from the point of view of extra costs 
in preparation, application, and in spraying 
outfits, and as a spray wholly for oidium, wet 

IiLLlS· CHALMERS 
THE GREATESII TRACTOR VALUE EVER SEEN 

The Model "B" is just the thing for working vineyards and arch· 
ards. Small, compact and rubber-tyred, it is short turning and 
speedy. In -terms of animal power it will replace four good work· 
ing horses, but its "keep" is much lower. 

LOCAL AGENTS: 

A. G. DUNOON SYD. MILLS MOTORS 
Swan Hill Mil dura 

... L-~iE/S i~O'TORS E+'{;·_i 
gg EXHIBITION 5"1' MELBOURNE 

,PHONE Cl0490 

sons a·re variously affected by rain, hail and 
frosts. The figures give an _enlightening in
sight into the vicissitudes of fruitgrowing. 

The average figures are official from the 
State Rivers and Water Supply Commission, 
which authority took a detailed survey in 
1937. 

sprays are not favored. When, however, the 
Bordeaux is being applied in any case for 
black spot, then the inclusion of the colloidal 
sulphur is inexpensive and well worth while. 
However, sulphur dusting is, and ·always ·has 
been, the main corrective for oidium. If 
treatments start early (October) and is fol
lowed up with regular dU.stings, oidium can 
be kept in check. A commencement in De
cember or late NOvember, as was done last 
year by many people, is far too late. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 

The sales of Association fruit in the Com
monwealth, for vine and tree fruits to the 
30th September, are set out hereunder, and 
compare with the figures at the same time for 
the two previous years, as follows:-

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

Apricots 
Nectarines 
Peaches 
Pears 
Prunes 

VINE FRUITS 
1938 1937 1936 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
2,386 2,410 2,024 
6,484 6,224 5,597 
3,015 1,521 1,127 
-- --~-

11,885 10,155 8,748 
--- --~-

TREE FRUITS 
1938 1937 1936 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
534 559 568 
30 21 21 

212 189 172 
59 66 60 

1,05 5 1,053 991 
-- --~ ---

1,890 1,888 1,812 
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Some Notes on the Problem 
of Oidium 

By D. G. QUINN, 
Government Viticulturist. 

"Rolling onu and oidium are worthy of re
view at the present time, as they occupy much 
time in the vineyard during mid-summer. 
Recent tests have proved that "tippingn and 
"topping" in lieu of .. rolling on" have a 
depressing effect on the growth of the vine, 
and the ripening of the fruit. Further, it 
has long been known that the sugar finally 
found in the grape is due to the elaboration of 
organic compounds by the leaves, henc.. the 
suppression of foliage can only have such an 
effect. 

Where the vines grow vigorously, however, 
it is often difficult to accommodate :the large 
bulk of foliage on the ordinary trellis. If 
the canes are gathered together like the :fibres 
in a rope and then rolled on the wire, so many 
leaves are buried from the direct sunlight, and 
therefore rendered inactive, that the ~ifcct is 
not particularly d1fferent from topping, except 
that the prospects for disease development in 
the massed foliage are greatly enhanced. 

The specifications for the ordinary sultana 
trellis were evolved when the average grower 
expected about three tons of green fruit per 
acre. Today, owing to improved cultural 
methods, many growers regularly produce 
more than double this quantity, and in many 
cases trellises are too low to effectively carry' 
the extra foliage which accompanies heavy 
production, and the massed growth increases 
humidity, riraking conditions more favorable 
for the development of disease. 

OIDIUM 
Years ago the island of Madeira was famous 

for viticulture. Today its production is 
negligible, because its climate is so favorable 
to fungus oidium, that the known specifics 
will not effectively control it. Preventive mea
sures were also regularly included in the annual 
routine, when viticulture was flourishing in 
the wetter districts of Victoria, but today 

most vignerous in the drier area have largely 
forgotten the trouble. 

This disease seems to disappear from dis
tricts for long intervals, then reappear un
noticed, and, possibly favored by mild wea
ther and the presence of numerous spores, it 
suddenly becomes an acute problem for several 
seasons. Of late, it has been affecting some 
of the Murray and the wetter wine-making 
areas very seriously, in fact doing more harm 
than all the other diseases considere·d collec
tively. 

Growers are very apt to report that the 
standard treatment for oidium control is in
effective, but in most cases, it can be noted 
that they have started sulphuring too late. 
In situations where oidium appears practically 
every year it is a mistake to await the appe·ar
ance of the disease. It works slowly and 
unostentatiously at low temperatures, and the 
first sulphuring should be given when the 
shoots are about nine inches long, and at this 
stage 6 to 10 lb. of sulphur per acre will be 
sufficient. 

As the day temperatures rise to about 70 
degrees F. the disease grows actively. This 
activility increases progressively as the seasonal 
daily temperatures rise to 9 5 degrees F. Tem
peratures above 100 degrees F. accompanied 
by a dry atmosphere gradually destroy the 
fungus without the aid of sulphur. Where 
sulphur is used as a preventive, about three 
sulphurings at intervals of three weeks are 
given in the spring, using about 6 lb., 20 lb., 
and 30 to 60 lb. per acre, respectively. 

The fungicidal fumes of sulphur are not 
rapid in action during cold weather, but at 
a temperature of 77 to ·s:a degrees F. these 
fumes will destroy the fungus in four to :five 
days. In occasional seasons more than three 
sulphurings are necessary. Lime-sulphur is 
rapid in action during cold weather, but 
dangerous during warm weather. Colloidal 
sulphur is probably valuable, but obse·rvations 
to date have shown that one spraying com
bined with Bordeaux in mid-November allowed 
a very heavy growth of oidium to be observed 
one month later. 

" WARATAH" Brand 
Star Steel Fence Posts 
NOW 20% STRONGER AND HEAVIER 

NO INCREASE IN PRICE-

lOtd. Each, F.O.R. Newcastle, Sydney or 'Melbourne. 

FASTER TO ERECT-One man does the work of three compared 
with wooden posts. 

BLACK VARNISHED OR GALVANISED 

Made at Newcastle (N.S.W.) from B.H.P. Steel by 

RYLANDS BROS. (Aust.) PTY. LTD. 
Head Office, 422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 

SPECIFY "W ARATAH" WIRE PRODUCTS 
FOR ALL FENCING REQUIREMENTS 

FA.RMERS' HANDBOOK SUPPLIED FREE ON' APPLICATION 

''WARATAH" PRODUCTS INCLUDE-
Wire Netting, Fencing Wire, Barbed Wire, Hinged Joint Fence, 

I IIIII Motor By•Passes, etc. 

''rJ AND ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
From the Iron Ore to the Fence. 

Quality Equal to Any in the World- Rylands Stand Behind Their Products 

TREE FRUITS 

The blossoming of apricots, peaches, nectar
ines and prunes has given indications of the 
possibility of quite a good crop of tree fruits 
in the coming season. 

Seasonal weather conditions to date· have 
been good. 

The fruit from last season's crop is rapidly 
clearing up and we should enter the next sea
son without any carryover. The marketing 
outlook for the different fruits is as follows:-

Apricots.--The Californian crop for 193 8 
has proved to be very light indeed, around 
20,000 tons, against the previous year's big 
crop of 34,000 tons. As the result prices of 
dried apricots have hardened considerably and 
3 -crown, which were selling in the United 
Kingdom at 55/- early this year, are now 
bringing 70/-. The prospects for marketing 
the coming crop .are therefore bright. 

Peaches.-Prices have remained stable at 
those ruling over the past two or three years, 
and there should be nothing to cause any mark
ed change. The bulk of our peach crop sells 
in Australia and New Zealand. 

Pears.-Prices in U.K. have remained steady 
and there is nothing to indicate any great 
change. 

Nectarines.-The flowering this season is 
heavy and we are due for a heavy crop, the 
last two have both been below normal, and 
have been marketed in Australia and New Zea
land. If the crop proves heavy it may mean 
some export to the United Kingdom; if that 
happens prices may be a little lower. 

Prunes.-California completely dominates 
the prune position, and with a crop of 240,000 
tons in 1937, is offering this fruit c.i.f. Lon
don at the following prices: 30/40 at 22/- per 
cwt, and 90/100 at 14/- per cwt. The aver
age farm value of prunes in California for the 
past three years has been £12 per ton. While 
these hopeless prices are offering, Australian 
growers can only obtain improved prices by 
making the best use of organised marketing to 
get the best result our preferences in the Unit
ed Kingdom and Canada will allow. 

Growers in Australia should look at their 
account sales over the past three years, and 
they will find that there is something to be 
said for standing solidly behind organised mar
keting, because if it breaks down their returns 
could be equally as disastrous as those received 
by the Californian grower. 

Many prune growers are ready to criticise 
the efforts made on their behalf; it is quite evi
dent that they have not realised that it is only 
organised marketing which has given them the 
return they have been receiving. 

APRICOT PRICES 

A rise of one half-penny per lb. over all 
grades has become effective as from September 
1. The following are the details:-

5-Crown 
4-Crown 
3-Crown 
2~Grown 
1-Crown 
Slabs 
"Plain" 

"Fancy" 
1 Box 
per lb. 
l/3j 
1/21 
1/11 
ljO; 

"Choice" "Standard" 
1 Box 1 Box 1 Box 
per lb. per lb. per lb. 
1/2?;; -
1/1! 1/1 
1/0! 1/0il 
1/· 11~ 
n 1o• n• 

11 

These prices are for Adelaide, Melbourne, 
Sydney, Newcastle, Fremantle, Perth, Albany 
and producing centres in South Australia, Vic
toria, New South Wales and Western Austra
lia, plus the usual additions to other ports, as 
per terms and conditions of sale. 

A young man just- out of college sought the 
advice of a hard-headed, successful business 
man. ..Tell me, please how I should go about 
getting' a sTart in the great game of business?" 
usen your wrist watch and buy an alarm 
clock," was the laconic reply. 
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Dried Fruits Board 

ATTITUDE IN REGARD TO PRUNES 

Work on the Voluntary Trade Agreement 
The ninth annual report of the Board is of particular interest in that the chair
man of the board, Mr. G. A. W. Pope, acted also aSi chairman of the equalisa
tion committee, consisting of representatives of the State Boards, representa
tives from the A.D.F.A. Board of Management, and other interests, set up to 

· administer the voluntary agreements. 

The policy of this Board of trying to eliminate the small prune by fostering im
proved cultural practices is an interesting one in view of the inclination of other 
states to eliminate this type of fruit from the market by d;s-allowing the pack
ing of it. 

The report, which covers the year ending 
Ft:bruary 28, 1938, deals with a production 
of 19,060 tons of vine fruits and 2148 tons 
of tree fruits. A very useful set of statistics 
is included in the text. Those relating to the 
overseas will be dealt with in our report of 
the Export Control Board in a later issue, but 
the State figures are of special interest to dis
tricts. As a preliminary to these it is stated 
under:-

PACKING AND PROCESSING 
For the third successive season, growers both 

in the Murray Valley and in the non-irrigated 
areas, faced adverse climatic conditions which 
resulted in a reduction in the normal pack. 
Frosts in Sep_tember and November, 1936, al
though not general, resulted in losses to in
dividual growers in certain exposed areas. 
Heavy rain caused further damage during the 
drying season which lowered the general stan
dard of quality of sultanas. It is, however, 
satisfactory t-o note that generally. there was 
an absence of grub infestation, and this, in 
a large measure, was due to greater care being 
taken by growers during the process of dry
ing, fumigation of premises where· dried fruits 
are stored and packed and to sterilisation of 
sweat boxes and other containers. The plant 
and equipment of the larger packing houses 
are now reaching a high stage of efficiency. 
In a season of plenty, when deliveries must be 
handled expeditiously and economically, in
ternal organisation both in regard to plant and 
administration is essential. 

The pack for the season 19 3 7 was distri
buted over the following loc·alities :-

DRIED VINE FRUI.TS 
Irrigated Areas 

Currants Sultanas 
Renmark 
Berri 
Loxton-Pyap 
Barmera .. 
Mpo:rook,-Kingston 
Waikerie ..... . 
Cadell .. 
:Mypolonga 

2,562 3,546 
1,358 2,355 

245 304 
430 1.838 
289 200 
605 600 
197 200 

1 s 
5,687 9,046 

Non-Irrigated Areas 
Clare . . 669 l 
Barossa . . 589 
McLaren Vale . . 960 6 
Langhorne's Creek 33 
Metropolitan . . 27 

2,278 7 

Lexias 
299 
628 
17 

427 
230 
417 
24 

2,042 

DRIED TREE FRUITS 
Irrigated Ai-eas 

Prunes Peaches 
Tons Tons 

Ap'cots 
Tons 

196 
195 

Nec'ines 
Tons 

Renmal'k - 20 
Berri 6 65 
Loxton· 

Pyap 
Bm·mera - 1 50 
Moorook-
Kingston - 30 117 

Vlaikerie - 27 137 
Cadell - 4 56 
Mypo-

longa - 17 41 
-- -- --

6 164 792 

Clare 
Baros sa 
McLaren 

Non-Irrigated Areas 
4 

110 

Vale 52 
Langhorne's 
·Creek 

Coona
warra 18 

Metro
politan 363 

547 

75 

14 

1 

90 

203 

33 

3 

3 

242 

QUOTAS 

3 
11 

1 

2 
8 
2 

2 
--

29 

6 

1 

7 

Pears 
Tons 

112 
22 

1 

6 
58 

5 

1 
--

205 

62 

2 

2 

66 

In terms of section 26 of the Dried Fruits 
Act, 1934, the Board has power to fix the pro
portion of dried fruits that may be lawfully 
marketed within the State. This power was 
in no way impaired by the judgment of the 
Privy Council- in 1936, which invalidated the 
Commonwealth Dried- Fruits Act, 1928-1935. 

The following are the final home consump
tion quotas in each year since the establish
ment of statutory control of the industry:-

DRIED VINE FRUITS 

Currants Sultanas Lexias 
% % % 

1925 35 25 35 
1926 20 30 60 
1927 25 15 32 
1928 .. ... 45 26.5 40 
1929 26 13 35 
1930 10 14.5 40 
1931 20 22.5 40 
1932 25 22.5 65 
1933 20 10 32.5 
1934 20 17.5 42 
1935 17.5 17.5 70 
1936 30 17 40 
1937 19 17 47.5 

Barmera Co .. operative Packing 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Co. 
Ltd. 

DRIED AND CIJTRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 
Suppliers of all Block Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 
Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay~Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. ',PHONE, BARMERA 30 & 32 

DRJED TREE FRUITS 
Prunes Peaches Ap'cots. Nec'rines. Pears 

% % % % % 
1933 70 75 75 100 50 
1934 66.66 33.33 45 75 33.33 
1935 50 60 52.5 67.5 67.5 
1936 87.5 67.5 70 60 55 
1937 62.5 6s.a 1oo so 37.5 

VOLUNTARY TRADE AGREEMENT 
In its report on the season 1936, the Board 

referred to the voluntary trade agreement e·n-
tered into by dealers for the orderly marketing 
of 1937 season's dried fruit. Following .. the 
crisis created by the Privy Cotmcil Judgment 
of 1936 this means was taken to protect the 
industry. The Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Act, of 1928-3 5, which empowered the Com
monwealth Government to fix Australia
wide home consumption quotas, became in
validated and thus precipitated a grave dan
ger of an immediate collapse in prices. This 
danger will be appreciated whe·n it is realised 
that the Australian market is able -to consume 
less than 20 per cent. of the total production 
in a normal year. 

The purpose of the voluntary trade agree
ment was to bring every dealer-signatory to a 
common basis in respect to his sales within 
the Commonwealth, and this equalisation w3.s 
to be made effective by all signatories to the 
agreement entering into a covenant to observe 
the statutory quotas fixed by the Dried Fruits 
Boards of the States in which the dried fruit 
may be marketed. As the quotas are uniform 
for all States, the voluntary trade agreement 
was substituted for the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Act, 1928-35, which was destroyed by 
the Privy Council, but only insofar a's the 
signatories to the agreement were affected. 
Those dealers who were non-signatories wete 
under no obligation to share .any part of the 
burden of the lower export values. 

There were eighty-one ( 8"!) signatoiies to 
the agre·ement, including seven to a supple
mentary agreement eiltered into by certain 
Western Australian merchants in addition to 
the State Boards and the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association. Two South Australian 
dealers refused to join in the arrangement. In 
Victoria there were also two, both of whom, 
however, undertook to observe the spirit Qf 
the agreement, while the. whole· of the dealers 
of New South Wales and Western Australia 
became signatories. 

The aggregate pack for the Commonwealth 
in the season 1937 was handled as follows~---,-

By signa~ 
tories 

By non

Currants Sultanas Lexlas Prunes Peaches Pears 

17,908 45,034 6,560 3,297 413 305 

signatoi'ies 261 1,140 222 313 23 4 
A committee was set up to administer the 

agreement and was empowered-
( a) To :fix ratios of profits on sales within 

Australia in excess of the statutory quotas. de
termined by the State Boards, the signatories 
covenanting to pay into a trust fund to be 
controlled by the committee sums represented 
by the profits on such excess sales, and (b) to 
declare after February 28, 1938, a :fmal ratio 
which purported tv represent the values of 
excess sales within the Commonwealth on an 
average level of such Commonwealth sales 
being established. From the common fund 
collected, allocations will be made to those 
signatories whose sales within the Common
wealth are below this average level. 

The following table represents the ratio of 
profits as determined by the committee on 
sales in excess of the statutory quotas:

PerTon 
£ s. d. 

Currants . . . . . . . . . . 22 4 9 
Sultanas . . . . . . . . 13 0 10 
Lexias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 5 11 
Prunes . . . . . . . . 23 4 3 
Peaches . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 0 5 
Pears . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 13 6 

The pecuniary advantage to those dealers 
who refused to sign the agreement, therefore, 
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should be readily appreciated. The State 
Boards have agreed to bear the cost of admin
istering the agreement as well as to supply 
the requisite clerical assistance incidental to 
it~ administration. 

LEGISLATIVE LIMITATIONS 
The Board points out it is not claimed that 

the voluntary trade agreement referred to has 
repaired the damage to the industry wrought 
by the Privy Council Judgment of 1936. 
·While the agreement in the main temporarily 
faced the crisis which so seriously menaced the 
economic position of upwards of 5 000 primary 
producers (of whom approximately half of 
this number are South Australians) it did no 
more than to erect a hastily contrived and 
temporary structure over the flood which, un
checked, may have engulfed the Australian 
dried fruits industry. 

INTERSTATE CO-ORDINATION 
Close contact with the Boards of the sister 

States. is maintained through the Consultative 
Committee which C'onsists of one representa
tive of each Board. This committee, which 
meets frequently, has no executive powers, but 
functions in an advisory capacity to each 
Board in regard to administrative matters re
quiring uniformity, including recommenda
tions for home consumption quotas and for 
:fixing the annual levy. No general interstate 
conference of the Boards has been held since 
January, 1936. 

PUBLICITY 
The whole of the Board's publicity ac'tivities 

are now carried out by the Joint Publicity 
Committee, the· personnel of which it identical 
with the Consultative Comffi.ittee with the ad
dition of the Chairman of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (Mr. H. D. Howie). 
The total appropriation by the Joint Publicity 
Committee for the financial year 1937-38 was 
£4162, to which the Board contributed £750. 
In addition, the Australian Dried Fruits. Asso
Clatmn contributed £233. The advertising 
programme of the Joint Publicity Committee 
covers all States in the Commonwealth. 

CULTURAL PRACTICES 
The experimental plots established in 1932 

in Clare, Barossa, and McLaren Vale areas 
have been kept under close observation by 
the Chief Horticultural Instructor of the De
partment of Agriculture (Mr. A. G. Strick
land, M.Ag.Sc.). It is hoped that sufficient 
data will be available at the conclusion of the 
present season to measure the value of the· 
work which was initiated by the Board and a 
proportion of the cost of which is borne by 
the Board. The trials on the selected plots 
consist of improved methods of pruning and 
reconstruction of old vines. The programme 
is designed to improve the quality of the cur
rant prOduced under non-irrigated conditions. 

The Board has given considerable attention 
to the problem created by the substantial pro
portion of small prunes produced each year, 
particularly in the non-irrigated areas. The 
Boards of all prune-producing States agree 
that the marketing of prunes of a count of 
over 120 to the pound ·weight) should be either 

_ curtailed or prohibited. Wholesale and retail 
distributors, as well as leading prune produc
ers, with whom the Board has held confer-

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs, and 
im;ect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

ences, are also favorable· to the elimination of 
the small prune. It has been stressed that the 
presence on the market of a cheap and a low 
grade prune, however limited in quantity, has 
a de:finite tendency to depress values of the 
grade for which the demand is normal and 
which return to- the grower a reasonably re
munerative profit. 

TI:tt Board's view is that a prohibitive re
gulation may involve hardship to certain 
growers and that the proportion of small and 
unprofitable varieties of prunes could be re
duced if growers devoted closer attention to 
cultural methods. To secure this end, the 
Board is now subsidising the salary and ex
penses of a specially-trained research officer 
attached to the staff of the Department of 
Agriculture. One of the terms of the ar
rangement with the department is that this 
officer will devote an ag'reed portion of his 
time to problems concerned in the production 
of currants and prunes, both of which vari
eties are subject to variations in quality and 
consequent fluctuations in· prices. 

UNLAWFUL TRADING 
Two investigation officers were employed 

during the year under review and, as a result 
of this constant and vigilant supervision of 
movements in dried fruit, attempts at unlaw
ful trading were· kept within reasonably nar
row limits. Seven minor offences, however, 
against the Dried Fruits Act and Regulations 
were detected, but the Board decided that the 
contraventions were of such a nature as not 

to warrant the laying of any complaints. 
Cautions were administered in all o.f these in
stances. 

FURTHER PLANTINGS 
In view of the difficulties of overseas mar

kets absorbing the increasing exportable sur
plus of dried fruit, strong recommendations 
have again been made to the Minister of Agri
culture to restrict further plantings of areas 
for the production of dried vine fruits. This 
matter has been included in the agenda of the 
next meeting of the Australian Agricultural 
Council. 

PERSONNEL OF THE BOARD 
In terms of section 8 of the Dried Fruits 

Act, 1934, an election for three growers' re
presentatives on the board was held in De-
cember, 1937. The sitting member for the 
non-irrigated areas (Mr. C. E. Russell) was 
not opposed and he was accordingly re-elected. 
For the two representatives for the irrigated 
areas, the retiring members (Messrs. J. B. 
Murdoch and C. W. Till) were again nomi
nated. The only other nomination received 
was that of Mr. E. N. Seary, of Renmark. A 
ballot was taken which resulted in the re
election of the sittillg members. The person
nel of the Board, with Mr. G. A. W. Pope 
(chairman) and Mr. Hugh Crawford (deputy 
chairman), therefore, remajns unaltered. 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
The Board's financial statement for the 

year under review bearing the certificate of 
the Auditor-General is attached: 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 
FEBRUARY 28, 1938. 

£ •. d. 
To Administration Expenses

General . . . . . . . . 2,199 5 10 
Investigations . . . 468 11 5 

Advertising . . . . . . . . 
Bad Debts . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cultural Practices . . . . 
Election Expenses . . . . 
Contribution N.S.W. Dried Fruits-

Board account Joint Investiga-
tion Work ............. . 

Inspections-Board's p!l'oportion 
of ......... . 

Legal Expenses . . . . 
Publicity-

S.A. Publicity . . . . £60 1 5 
Con-tributions to 
Joint Publi city 
Scheme . . . . . . . . 750 0 0 

Otfice and General Expenses 
Printing and Stationery . . . . . . 
Voluntary Trade Agreement-

Appropriation . . . . . . . . 
Travelling, expenses-

General . . . . £242 16 7 
Investigations . . . 447 14 4 

To Balance as above . . . . 
To Balance carried forward 

£ s. d. 

2,667 17 3 
8 18 9 

236 14 4 
24 2 2 
36 9 6 

300 0 0 

1,020 17 9 
97 3 6 

810 I 5 
120 I 7 

89 16 1 

300 0 0 

690 10 11 

£6,402 13 3 

384 0 6 
3,589 7 1 

By Interest (current .account with 
Treasury) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Levies . , . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Packing-house registration fees 
Excess expenditure over income 

£ s. d. 

126 
5,839 

53 
384 

5 10 
111 
5 0 
0 6 

£6,402 13 3 

£3,973 7 7 I By Accurimlated Balance £3,973 7 7 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT FEBRUARY 28, 1938. 

Liabilities 
Sundry Creditors .. .. 
Dried Fruits Equalisation Com-

mittee-Suspense Account . .. 
Packing-house Registration Fees 

Paid in Advance .. .. .. .. . 
Board Fees Refund Account . . . 
Accumulated Balance to 28/2/38 

Adelaide, June 20, 1938. 

1,206 13 3 

190 0 1 

50 0 0 
52 5 6 

3,589 7 1 

£5,088 511 

Assets 
Cash in Hand . . . . . . 
Cash Account Treasury .. 
Sundry Debtors . . . . . . . . 
Office Furniture . . . . . . 
Show Stand Account . . . . 
Advance Account (Secretary) 

1 
4,774 

172 
I 

39 
100 

£5,088 

G. A. W. POPE, Chairman. 
W. N. TWISS, Secretary. 

0 0 
9 0 
9 0 
111 
6 0 
0 0 

511 

The above income and expenditure account and balance-sheet have been examined; they 
have been properly drawn up.· The former shows a true and correct view of the transactions 
for the year and the latter sets out the assets and liabilities as on 28th February, 1938. 

July 7, 1938. J. W. WAINWRIGHT, Auditor-General. 
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SPRING FROST 
A REVIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 

No Longer a Devastating Force 
Spring frosts, by which the work of a whole year-expenditure on fertilisers, 
water and spraying-could be practically nullified, were a real danger to this 
industry four years ago. All except the few students of the problem were 
content to take them as one of the inevitable plagues on the primary producer. 
However, there was a limit to this fatalistic attitude. The pioneers gained re
sults-and, quickly, the news spread. 

.The arrangements of interstate conferences 
by the A.D.F.A. brought together all those 
who were experimenting-both officials and 
laymen-and this considerably expedited the 
spread of the moveme:rit. Details were dis
cussed, the critical degree of temperature, 
selection of instruments, the right kind of fuel, 
~nd all the attendant requisites to successful 
apprOach of the problem. Frost clubs were 
formed in many districts and areas plotted 
out. Alarm systems were installed that rang 
a bell .at the bedside when the danger point 
was reached, and with the co-operation of the 
P.M.G's. Department the telephone facilities 
were such that, to take Red Cliffs and Berri 
as examples, scores of settlers could be warned 
in a few minutes. 

The oil companies and the customs depart
-ment were approached and arrangeme·nts made 
t:o obtain the fuel at the bare minimum
packing houses installed bulk supplies-and so 
the campaign has developed, until today frost 
is no longet so devasting in its effect that it 
was a few years back. 

In larger areas than eight acres or so, espe
cially vulnerable to frost, the problem of 
meeting the danger is more difficult, and in
volves a good deal of extra labor and cost. 
However, it is mostly a matter of dealing with 
frost pockets in this industry and, on the whole 
.success has been attendant on the efforts of 
growers who have dealt with the menace. 

We can again express appreciation to those 
departmental men, growers and other interests 
who have given so muCh service-more often 
under the cold conditions of 2 a.m.-in the 
interest of the industry. 

RECENT FROSTS 
There are no reports to date, of any severe 

frosts in the producing areas. Many tem
peratures of 28 to 29 degrees have been re
corded and where, by the aid of a few heaters 
around the driftward boundaries, the tempeta
ture was kept a little above 29 degrees, no loss 
has been recorded. Some small loss has oc
curred where tempe:rinures of 28 degrees oc
curred oti unprotected blocks. It can be 
considered from the many reports, that, in the 
first fortnight after bud burst, irrigation hav
ing been applied, and with a consequent good 
sap run, that the vine will stand 29 degrees 
for a few hours. This must be considered 
the absolute minimum, and probably a few 
shoots would be affected, but no commercial 
loss would result. Obviously the safe thing 
to do is to hold the temperature at 3 0 degrees 
in case of any sudden fall taking place outside 
the heated area. If the land is dry and the 
sap idle, these temperatures might be danger
ous, but we have no reliable reports on this 
aspect. The one degree difference between 
burning oil, or not, is important, and it is 
here that one of the first essentials-accurate 
thermometers-ne·ed so.me emphasis. The 
dubs have arrangements for testing, and grow
ers should be careful to check their instru
ments. Any unc.ertainty here can mean 
needless burning or avoidable· loss. As the 
-season advances and the shoots become longer, 
the danger point is· tO be· fOund at 31 ·.degrees,· 

as the tender leaves get fui-ther aWay from the 
cane, so the warm sap has to travel farther 
through the cold air and it can freeze on the 
way. 

A GERMAN METHOD 
An interesting report of a totally new 

method comes from Germany. The report 
is taken from .. The Fruit World." Enquiries 
will be made for further information. 

OIL SPRAY 
For a great number of years efforts have 

been made by pr:ctical horticulturists, as well 
as by men of science, to find a me·ans of pre
venting the damage caused by frosts. 

It is interesting to note that a German in 
vestigator, Professor Schanderl-Geisenheim, 
seems to have found in the- present year a new 
and relatively simple method for the preven
tion of such damages, a method which has been 
tried out with vines. 

Starting from the assumption that the dan
ger arising from late frosts would be consider
ably lessened if the shooting of the buds could 
be retarded he painted the vineS with different 
oils in various states of concentration. He 
found out that the shooting of the vine buds 
could actually be retarded by three to four 
weeks by a coat of oil paint. The frost oc
curring within this period had different effects 
on the vmes according to the higher or lesser 
concentration of the oil emulsion; in propor
tion as the concentration was :stronger the 
number of frost-damaged vine buds decreas
ed and beyond a certain limit of concentration 
no damages occurred. The oils used for this 
test were crude linseed oil, boiled linseed oil 
and paraffin oil. 

For German conditions the paraffin oii has 
so far most prospects to be used on a large 
scale, for the reason that ·emulsions of 7 per 
cent. of this -oil give already satisfactory re
sults and that this oil may be provided in any 
am-ounts desired. If linseed oil is taken a 
considerably higher concentration is necessary 
to -obtain the same results. It is a surprising 
fact-according to Schanderl-that the oils 
which at first prevent the shoOting of the 
buds have a growth promoting effect on the 
latter as soon as t;hey have come out. The 
costs of this indirect fr-ost protection are, in 
the opinion: of the author, considerably less 
than the expenditure incurred when the direct 
methods of frost control are applied. While 
for instance the heating of vine-planted hills 
by means of briquette stoves cost 18 0 Reichs
mark per hectare in three nights, the painting 
of 10,000 vines only cost· 32-35 Reichsmark 
(material and wages). The experience<; 
made with vines are in conformity with the 
experiences which have been made a long time 
ago in ptomiculture with carbolineum spray-
ings made in winter. Even oil sprayings 
have already been tested on fruit trees, hut 
only in Calif-ornia, and a retardative effect Wol.$ 

also noted in these experiments. This 
method actually seems to offer a means of 
lessening to a considerable extent the damages 
caused by the much dreaded frosts. The 
International Horticultural Congress doubt
lessly will also make a contribution to the 
solution of this important problem. 
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BERRI BRANCH A.D.F.A. 

Annual General Meeting; 

Election of Officers 
The report of the annual general meeting 

of this active· branch is of interest. Mr. R. 
Curren presided. The stat~mcnt of receipts 
and expenditure for the twelve months end
ed July 31 was adopted. The chairman then 
read the following report of the year's work: 

Since the last annual meeting your commit
tee has met frequently and dealt with various 
matters of intere·st to the dried fruits indus
try. Following the instructions of the last 
annual meeting re the distribution of the -.book 
"Wate·r Into Gold," this has been carried out 
successfully, and I think every member of the 
A.D.F.A. received a copy, also all libranc:s and 
schools, approximately 400 copies being re
quired, at a cost of between £94 and £95. 

The year generally has not be·en so strenu
ous as the previous olle, owing mainly to the 
action taken following the last Federal Coun
cil of the A.D.F.A. in its huge undertaking of 
buying out the main sources of outside fruit 
packers and deale"rs, thus making for mOre 
stable and ecnhomic conditions in the indus
try. Perhaps the time was well chosen. As 
the old proverb says: "Important events cast 
their shadoWs~ before them." By that I mean 
that the -industry produced the biggest crop 
of dried fruit ever recorded-about 94,000 
tons; and one can quite see, if marketing con
ditions had not been tightened up, anything 
could have happened. As it is there seems a 
reasonable chance of clearing the huge crop 
within reasonable limits, and I think that 
generally all growers are beginning t-o realise 
this. Another matter that interested us was 
the election of representatives to the State 
Dried Fr-uit Board. Your committee arranged 
to collect and post all ballot papers from 
growers in the area, thus ensuring, I believe, 
a record vote. 

In concluding, I wish to stress on growers 
generally the value of our organisation and 
what it has done for the industry. And hold 
what you have got; you never know what the 
future has in store for yol;l. I think Berri 
growers. ·are_ to be complimented on pulling 
their weight, and giving a lead to other dis
tricts in what appeared a serious crisis follow
ing the Privy Council judgment in the "James 
case." 

Mr. C. Pleeth, in congratulating the exe
cutive on its work, said that the gesture of 
distributing the hook, "Water Into Gold," to 
all growers was much appreciated, and tha~ 
the comments ·on the book were highly favor-
able. -

ADDRESSES BY BOARD MEMBERS 
Mr. C. Till addressed the meeting on the 

activities of the State Dried Fruits Board for 
the previous twelve months, and Mr. J. B. 
Murdoch outlined many of the functions of 
the Export Control Board. Due appreciation 
was expressed to the speakers. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The election of officers resulted as follows: 

Messrs. R. _Gurren, A. P. Wishart, E. J. 
Maritz, E. Rumball, P. B. Thomas, A. C. Ing
erson, and H. H. Stone. At a subsequent 
meeting of the executive Mr. Curren was re
elected chairman and 1-Ir Stol>.c re-elected 
secreta.y. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in ~acking Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34 dated 3rd August, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other .Esters. and the Patentees intend 
to assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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South Australian State 
The Currant Problem Serious 

Many Matters for Federal Council 
The fifteenth annual South Australian State Conference was held this year at 
Waikerie. Mr. Howie was elected chairman of th conference at which approxi
mately 40 delegates from all the producing areas of the State attended. 
A new feature in A.D.F.A. discussions was that of the request that the Bo1>Jrd 
of Management enquire into the possibilities of the manufacture of power 
alcohol from low-grade currants. 

The question as to whether South Australia should contribute more to the re
seach work being carried out in Mildura for the benefit of the industry gener
ally was discussed. 

Those present were: Messrs. H. D. Howie 
and J. B. Murdoch (Board of Management), 
C. S. Ruston, 0. Weste, E. N. Seary and H. 
C. Carne (Renmark), E. D. Sims, C. W. Till, 
J. van Velsen and V. Shepherd (Barmera), 
W. Curren, A. P. Wishart, P. Ingerson, C. 
Moritz and H. Stone (Berri), W. Jorgensen 
and R. Curtis (Cadell), J. Weatherall (King-· 
ston), K. Scott and F. Battams (Moorook), 
J. R. Jemison, ]. J. Odgers and C. Williams 
(Waikerie), A. C. Fricker (Pyap), W. Salter 
and Chapman (Angaston), Neats (Stanley 
Flat), C. L. Colley and J. Victorsen (Clare), 
F. R. Bruce and A. H. Fraser (McLaren 
Flat) ; agents' representatives, A. Hayter 
(Golin and Co.), and Newton (Wood Son); 
vsitors, Messrs. C. Farmer (An gaston) , R. P. 
Shepley (Clare), C. N Tonkin (Pyap), R. 
Lambert and C. Legerwood (Waikerie), J. 
Dalziel (Cadell); conference and minute sec
retary, Mr. D. Balfour Ogilvy. 

Mr. Murdoch declared the conference open 
on behalf of the W aikerie branch and wel
comed all delegates and visitors. 

CURRANTS FOR DISTILLATION 
In bringing up .the question of currants for 

distillation, Mr. Shepley said that his branch 
was extremely concerned at the very low 
price of currants for distillation and asked if 
the A.D.F.A. could make some move to secur-e 
the fixation of prices earlier in the season. 

Mr. Salter supported Mr. Shepley, and said 
he trusted that this outlet, which was the 
only one at the moment, would not be stopped 
as it would mean ruination to growers in 
areas which were affected by rain. 

Mr. Sims said that he was of the opinion 
that some move should come from the Board 
in this direction. 

Mr. Howie informed members that steps 
had been taken to ·ensure the bounty at a 
very early date, but this had encountered very 
serious opposition from the Federal Wine-

growers' Council. In the past it had been the 
custom not to announce prices until after the 
supplies of fresh fruit had been absorbed. 

On a motion by Messrs. Ruston and Sims 
it was resolved: "That a sub-committee be 
formed to frame a resolution to submit to the 
conference later in the day." The sub-com
mittee comprised Me·ssrs. Ruston, Fraser, 
Shepley and Sims, and it presented the fol
lowing resolution, which was carried. 

"That it be. a recommendation from this 
conference to Fe-deral Council that a sub
committee comprlSlng Victorian and South 
Australian interests be appointed to draw up 
a case for presentation to the Federal Min
ister establishing the principle of the eligi
bility of sub-standard dried fruits for bounty 
spirit, and it also be a direction to the sub
committee that it represent that the price be 
declared not later than May 30, each year. 

MARKETING AND GRADING OF DRIED 
APPLES 

Mr. Chapman stated that though the mar
keting and grading of dried apples did not al
together concern the river areas, he would like 
a discussion on the matter. He understood 
that some new regulation was taking shape 
and would like to safeguard the interests of 
the non-irrigated settlers. His motion was 
supported by Mr. Newt()n, as follows: "That 
the South Australian agents be asked to con
fer with a view to stabilising the prices." -
Carried. 

In regard to the grading of apples, Mr. 
Haynes moved and Mr. Chapman seconded, 
"That the attention of the Federal Council be 
directed to the proposed regulations for the 
grading of dried apples by the Commerce De
partment and that a committee be appointed 
by Federal Council to confer with the chief 
inspector· with a view to the regulations being 
practical and suitable for the industry." 

Conference 
TREE FRUIT DIFFERENTIALS 

Mr. ·chapman said that the matter of tree 
fruit differentials also dealt with Angaston 
only. He said the A.D.F;A. differentials were 
not -working out on actual realisations, the 
chief complaint concerning the grades above 
3-crown. He considered that the grades be
low 3 -crown were receiving the differentials 
which really belonged to the higher grades. 
He asked Mr. Farmer to give some figures, 
which showed that taking the basis of 2-
crown choice against 4-crown choice, the 
A.D.F.A. differential was £8, but the actual 
sales in the U.K. showed the differential as 
£14. He thought that by keeping the differ
entials lower there was less inducement for 
growers to produce the higher grades. 

Mr. Howie said that on the face of it the· 
matter needed investigation, but added that 
the difference was probably due to the rise in 
London prices re·cently, especially in the four 
and five-crown grades. 

The following motion by Messt:s. Chapman 
and Farmer was carried: «That the Board of 
Management be asked to give consideration to 
the revision of the di:ffetentials for apricots 
with a view to bringing them more into con
formity with the actual realisations." 

REBATE OF LEVY (RIVER AREAS) 

The chairman of the River Council (Mr. 
Ruston) pointed out the difficulty that body 
was experiencing in conducting its affairs, and 
said that additional funds were necessary to 
meet the present need. His motion was sec
onded by Mr. Curren and carried: "That the 
head office rebate of 6d per ton to branches 
and River Council be allocated as follows: 4d 
per ton to the first 2 0 0 0 for branches and 2d 
to River Council, and 3d to branches and 3d 
to River Council over 2000 tons, and to be 
applied to the river areas only." 

OVERSEAS SALES 

The Commonwealth Export 
report the following position 
1938:-

CURRANTS 
Sold ······ 

Average pnce, £27/5/10 

Control Board 
to October 1, 

10,368 tons 
per ton 

A,verage price last year, £34/15/8 

SULTANAS 
Sold ...... ..... 21,654 tons 

Average price, £38/18/8 per ton 
Average price last year, £42/10/7 

LEXIAS 
Sold ........................ 1438 tons 

Average price, £48/4/8 per ton 
Average price last year, £35/15/0 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL . £100,000 
PAID-UP CAPITAL . . £99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrymple-) Dip 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites 

AGENCIES: 
A.M~P. Society 
London &. Lancashire Insurance Co. ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spra,y Plant. 

Aurora for Service 
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