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THE VICTORIAN STATE CONFERENCE 
lack of Uniformity in Government Classing 

EXECUTIVES AND DELEGATES TO 
FEDERAL COUNCIL· APPOINTED 

The conference was held at Swan Hill, delegates being present from all the pro
ducing districts of Victoria and those areas of New South Wales adjacent to the 
River Murray. The tree fruits areas in the Goulbum Valley were also repre
sented. Mr. H. H. Goodman, chairman of the MidLMurray District Council, 
welcomed delegates and was appointed conference chairman. 

APPRECIATION OF LATE 
A. L. JOHNSTONE 

A motion was placed on the books in ap
pre·ciation of the work to the industry by dte 
late Mr. A. L. Johnstone, who had been chair
man of the conference for many years. 

OFFICIAL OPENING 
Cr. E. G. Gray, the Mayor of Swan Hill, 

was introduced and officially declared the 
conference open. It was the first A.D.F.A. con
ference to be held at Swan Hill, but he hoped 
it would not be the last. He realised the im
portance of the dried fruits industry which, 
with the dairying industry, had made Swan · 
Hill what it is today. The dried fruits indus
try was worth £250,000 a year to the district; 
it paid £63,000 a year in wages, so if that was 
taken away from its economic structure one 
can imagine what it would m~an to the dis
trict. 

C.S.I.R. GRANT 
Arising out of the minutes of the last con

ference the question of the reduction of the 
grant to C.S.I.R. for industry research work, 
was discussed; it was stated that the program 
already set in operation would be seriously af
fected through the restriction of funds. 

Many speakers spoke in favor of the work 
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being done by the research authorities. Mr. 
E. ]. Casey, a member of the Export Control 
Board, said that the grant had been reduced 
for no other reason than that of the need for 
a general economy of funds having regard to 
the bad season with the consequent falling off 
in tonnage on which the levy would be paid. 

Mr. D. C. Winte·rbottom reminded the con
ference that now the nation was at war many 
members of the staff of the C.S.I.R. might b~ 
seconded to duties in other spheres, with the 
consequent falling off in the· amount of work 
performed for the industry directly. 

Mr. Casey undertook to place the features 
of the discussion before the Board. 

STANDARDISATION OF GRADES 
Mr. ]. Little (Goodnight) said that Good

night settlers felt they suffered considerably 
in the 1939 season. In 1938 most of our fntit, 
he said, was in the 5 -crown hand-packed 
grade. In 1939 we put in what we consid
ered fruit equally as good as 193 8, but were 
not allowed the same grade-it was reduced 
to 4-crown. This, meant a big loss to Good
night growers, who considered there was a 
considerable variation between 5 crown fruit 
in the two· years. They thought the fault 
originated from South Australia, where high 
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quality fruit was produced. We admit, how
ever, our fruit was not up to 5-crown sample 
for 1939, but consider 1939 5-crown much 
higher than in 1938. We think it was pushtd 
up. 

1fr. G. L. Hardie (Merbein) : In Mil dura i 
do not think 5 -crown was pushed up. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom thought that the 
difference in the two years was the reason that 
19381 fruit was much bolder than the 1939 
fruit. The fruit was smaller this season. As 
far as standardisation of grades was concern
ed, he felt growers should leave it alone. All 
primary products were based on f.a.q. stanci. · 
ard, and had to be graded year hy year, ac
coding to seasonal conditions. 

Mr. D. A. Cockroft (Woorinen) thought 
standardisation of grades was possible. While 
Mr. Winterbottom said growers would suffer 
if grades were standardised, he maintained 
that growers were now suffering from reper
cussions, owing to there being different grades 
in different years. For instance, in 193 8, to 
supply the Canadian market', 3 and 4-crown 
fruit had to be reduced to 2 crown. Did not 
growers suffer through this? The head of the 
inspection branch, said Mr. Cockroft, said that 
grades could be standardised. 

Mr. J. Little moved that the matt'er be 
listed for Federal Council; seconded by Mr. 
D. A. Cockroft. 

Very lengthy argument ensued before th'. 
motion was eventually carried. 

LACK OF UNIFORMITY IN 
GOVERNMENT CLASSING 

Mr. L. ]. Cleary (Irymple) spoke at length 
on this matter. His remarks were not dir\..-ct
ed against any official, but the policy of the 
Department as laid down and applied m. the 
various districts. For instance, in Merbein an 
entirely different policy was followed by i.n.
spectors to that followed in Irymple and Red 
Cliffs. In Merbein, packers were made to 
pre-riddle, wash and dehydrate fruit. That 
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was not asked to be done in Red Chffs and 
Irymple. Another point stressed by Mr. 
Cleary was in regard to the changing of saul
pies cluing the season. If the original samples 
were destroyed at any ·time during the y~ar 
there should be closer co-operation between 
the department and packers in regard to new 
samples. 

Mr. K. McAlpine (Nyah) considered that 
all samples should be officially marked by the 
department and put in proper containers. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom (Mildura) sa1d 
this matter was causing considerable worry to 
packers in the Ivfildura area, and if allowed to 
go on would upset the whole economic struc
_ture of the packing business in that district. 

Mr. T. McKay (Nyah West) agreed wiih 
the previous speakers. «You do know where 
you are with samples from time to time," he 
said. 

Mr. G. L. Hardie (Merbein) suggested that 
Mr. Allan should be approached with sugges
tions for improvement in general working of 
district inspection. He suggested that inspec
tors be changed weekly from one packing com
pany to another. 

Mr. ]. Gordon (Red Cliffs) said if a com
mittee· aimed to endeavor to bring the regula
tors to a reasonable stage of inter\)retation this 
would greatly help. 
After further considerable discussion, 1n which 

Mr. A. Rawlings (Merbein) said that if sam
ples of fruit were changed during the year 
they should be in line with the first lot of 
samples and suitably marked. 

Mr. D. A. Cockroft (Woorinen) moved: 
"That representations be made to Mr. Allan 
regarding the lack of uniformity among classes 
in the various districts, and that all samples be 
stamped when changed during the year, and 
resubmitted to original grade fixing commit
tee; seconded by Mr. Cutler. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom asked if this mat
ter affected Nyah-Woorinen districts. 

Mr. D. A. Cockroft replied that as there was 
only one supervisor in this district, it did not 
affect them so much. 

Mr. G. Hyndman (Merbein) moved an 
amendment that this matter be· referred back 
to Mildura District Council. 

The motion was withdrawn and the amend
ment carried. 

MARKETING CONDITIONS IN NEW 
ZEALAND 

Mr. D C. Winterbottom spoke on the mar
keting conditions in New Zealand. There 
were being made attempts to establish new in
dustries by using the tariff as a means of pre
ference to such industries, but so far these 
propositions have not affected dried vine 
fruits. They will affe·ct dried tree fruits a 
little. The new arrangements had not af-
fected our exports to New Zealand up to date. 

It was decided to list the matter for discus
sion at Federal Council. 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
Other matters de·alt with were:-
That packers should furnish head office, m 

addition to their present weekly returns, with 
figures forecasting tonnage in grades both of 
fruit still to be delivered and of their final 
pack. 

Uniform account sales to growers. 
Alien infiltration into the dried fruits indus

try. 
Currant bounty.-That paragraph 1 part 4, 

on page 7 of the A.D.F .A. constitution be 
amended by inserting the words "or their 
representative" after the word "growers." This 
involved the right of a grower, who through 
«;ontinued illness or any other legitimate rea
son, was prevented from taking an active in
terest in the affairs of his branch, to nominate 
an approved person to exercise his rights - no 
one such person being entitled to hold more 
than one vote. The matter was referred to 
the board of management for legal inquiry. 
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Rule 21. Delete the words "four-fifths" and 
insert the words "two-thirds" in place. Tills 
applied to the conditions of voting at Federal 
Council. This was referred for further dis
cussion at Federal Council. 

That all Victorian supplies of dried fruits 
to packing houses in the Nyah Growers Union 
be entitled to voting power and representation 
through the Union. On amendment th.ts 
matter was referred to the board of manage
ment for ruling. 

EXECUTIVE AND DELEGATES TO 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 

An executive of seven was appointed to 
conduct the affairs of the conference durmg 
the next 12 months. These were·: Messrs. A. 
Rawlings, P. Malloch, E. J. Casey, S. R. Man
sell and A. Poppleton, for the Mildura areas; 
and Messrs. A. H. Basey and H. H. Goodm<1.11 
fer the Mid-Murray Council districts. The 
following were elected to represent the several 
districts at Federal Council: Red Cliffs, Messrs. 
A. Poppleton, G. Wake, W. Cavendish, A. 
MacKinnon; Mildura, Messrs. Cutler, E. J. 
Roberts, E. ]. Casey; Merbein, Me·ss1s. A. 
Rawlings, G. Hyndman, G. L. Hardie; Coo
mealla, Mr. R. C. A. L-awson; Curlwaa, M1. 
L. B. O'Donnell; Nyah, Mrs. S. Parish; 
Woorinen, Mr H. H. Goodman; Goodnight, 
to be notified to Mr. W. N. Sumner. 

NEXT STATE CONFERENCE 
It was agreed that this be held at Mildura. 

Mr. E. J. Roberts suggested that it not be held 
in 1940 in view of the necessity for the utmost 
economy in the industry having regard to the 
uncertaiJ?ty of the future under war condl
tions, and that' instead, the business be com
bined with the deliberations of Federal Coun
ciL The question of the constitutional asp~ct 
was discussed and it' was agreed that the matter 
be placed before the Federal Council. 

A feature of the conference was the very 
able manner in which the chairman, M.t. 
H. H. Goodman, conducted the business. 
Many appreciative references were made dur
ing the vote of thanks. 

Requisites For The 
Industry 

STOCKS WELL HELD 
Some concern has been expressed by 

growers regarding the availability of re
quisites for the production of the com
ing crop. Hessian, boxes, and potash, ·::. 
all or which are imported, being t:'hc 
chief concern. 

Enquiries at the packing houses and 
business houses which do most of the 
buying for the industry's requirements, 
show a satisfactory position, as all stocks 
are well held. This is largely due to the 
foresight by those concerned in assuring 
supplies, and has enabled a big saving to 
be made, having regard to the drast1c 
rise in freights and insurance involved on 
imports today. The carry-over :>f 
these requistes from the shortened sea
son of the last crop has helped. 

The prospects in connection with sup
plies of potash for the future .appear to 
be very remote·, as the great bulk of it 
comes from Germany. However, there 
are other chemicals that can be used, 
and in a later issue we will set out the' 
recommendations by the C.S.I.R. in re
gard to their application. 

A prominent member of the industry 
who had been invited to attend a confer
ence with the commerce authorities for 
the Commonwealth to go into the mat
ter of supplies for industrial use, stated 
that it was with some pride in the Ol

ganisation of this industry that he was 
able to give the assurance that its 1940 
requirements were provided for. He add
ed that he was astonished at the lack of 
this preparation by several other indus
tries that would now be face·d with some 
difficulty and heavier costs in completing 

= their requirements. 
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South Australian State 
General Outline of Business Discussed! 

Appointment of Delegates to Federal Council 
Items of a wide interest were dealt with at this very successful conference, held 
at Renmark on September 4th. Mr. C. H. Ruston welcomed delegates. Mr. 
H. D. Howie was elected chairman of the conference, and in thanking delegates 
referred to the serious events of the period. 
For the interest of growers, and in particular those who will be representing 
their districts at the Federal Council, a general outline of the discussion on the 
agenda is published. 

DOOR CLASSING 
Mr. R. Curren (Berri) said that this was 

purely a local matter and was for the benefit 
of the delegates that he had brought it for
ward. Renmark had adopted the idea of a 
supervising classer and had found that it had 
worked entirely satisfactorily. This meaat 
that there was no "hawking" of fruit from 
one packing-house to another. 

Mr. E. M. Seary (Renmark) said that in 
his opinion it was a definite benefit' to the 
grower. When a district required to be 
brought into line then that district applied to 
the board. 

TREE FRUIT GRADES 
Mr. A. ]. Chapman (Angaston) said that 

in his district it was felt' that the export of all 
fruits should be on an equitable basis as he 
understood that no scheme was in operation 
to control the export of tree fruits by cash 
buyers. 

Mr. H. D. Howie informed members that 
the cash buying interests would have to con
form with all export arrangements which will 
be applied this year. 

CASH BUYING 
Mr. J. Victorsen (Clare) said that althougl1 

no trouble had actually occurred between the 
A.D.F.A. and the cash buying interests in his 
district, a certain amount of discontent had 
been noticeable amongst the growers, owing 
to the fact that higher grades had been given 
to growers who were willing to sell their fruit 
for cash than that fruit really warranted. He 
suggested that the cash buying interests 
should be limted to the tonnage they take 
from each dstrict. 

It was resolved: "That the matter of cash 
buying be referred to Federal Council." 

FIXATION OF GRADES FOR PRUNES 
Mr. A. J. Chapman, in moving the motion 

said that he saw no reason why samples should 
not be fixed for prunes. 

Mr. A. H. Fraser, in supporting Mr. Chap
man, said that in his opinion it seemed logical 
and would lead to the creation o£ better 
samples. 

It was resolved, "That' the Department of 
Commerce be requested to fix standard sam
ples of prunes for door use in the same manner 
as applied to dried fruits." 

CURRANT BOUNTY 
Mr. Neate (Stanley Flat) said that when 

this item was tabled it was not anticipated 

that a national crisis was so close. However, 
he said currant growers were not asking for a 
definite bounty, but merely asking for assis
tance to make ends meet. 

Mr. H. D. Howie in reply state·d that the 
Board of Management had prepared a case 
dealing with this matter and it was cert'ainly 
not forgotten. He pointed out that a weak
ness h;d been in that the cost of production 
was so very varied and suggested that' some 
common cost of production should be arrived 
at by members. 

Mr. A. H. Fraser supported Mr. Neate, and 
it was resolved, "That the question of the in
vestigation of similar scheme to that of the 
wheat industry under the Wilson-Uphill plan 
be carried out by the Board of Management 
in regard to the assistance of currant growers." 

DELIVERY PAYMENTS 
Mr. C. S. Ruston (Renmark) said that the 

packers were concerned at the very high pay
ments which were being offered to growers in 
an attempt to obtain fruit. He suggested 
there be some uniform scheme under the aus
pices of the A.D.F.A. to control this. 

Mr. H. D. Howie said that the matter was 
a very vexed question, but in his opinion 1t 
was a matter for local negotiation. He w.as 
supported in this by :Mjr. R. A. Haynes, who 
said that such a scheme was not welcomed 
amongst the agents. 

Mr. Hayter (GoUin and Co.) was of the 
opinion that the question of growers finance 
should be a matter for themselves, and if 
growers preferred high payments which they 
definitely did, in the non-irrigated areas, in
stead of arranging finance spread ove·r the yeat, 
then he did not see why the agents should be 
penalised in any way. 

Mr. H. D. Howie suggested that the matter 
be left for the time being. 

EXTENSION OF CURRANT GRADES 
Mr. C. S. Ruston said that to bring the cur

rant up to the same number of grades as the 
sultana, and obtain uniformty would be a 
benefit to the grower as there was such a tre
mendous difference between 2A and 2B. 

Mr. Shepley (Clare) said he was definitely 
in· favor of- this move as a grower was then 
prepared to put more time into the actual 
curing of the currant, whereas under the pre
sent system of grading the differential was so 
small between 2A and 2B that it did not war
rant growers going to extra trouble·. 
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Conference 
It was resolved, "That the range of currant 

grades be extended from 1vfF to 5 crown. 
DRIED FRUIT FOR DISTILLATION 

Mr. E. D. Sims (Barmera) said that if 
dried fruit were listed as non-elegible for 
bounty purposes that it was cetainly going to 
reflect on the. spirit market. 

lvlr. H. D. Howie informed members that 
the position was hen& closely watched by the 
Board of Management'. 

It was resolved, "That the matter of dried 
fruts for distillation be listed for discussion at 
Federal Council." 

LEXIA RIDDLES 
Mr. ]. R. Jemison (Waikerie) said he felt 

that some reclassification was necessary in the 
grading of lexias so that the bigger tonnage 
which now goes overseas should be provided 
for. 

It was resolved, "That a conference be ar
ranged between packing and selling interests 
for reclassification in grading of lexias." 

TREE FRUIT GRADES 
Mr. ]. R. Jemison (Waikerie) informed 

member that an enormous amount of difficulty 
was being experenced with all packers m the 
application of the regulations in regard to the 
grading of apricots and the Board of Manage
ment had circularised packers suggesting that 
the grades be reverted to the original classing. 

In reply to this, Jvfr. H. D. Howie said that 
the question had been brought forward largely 
by the selling agents. Mr. Jemison said that in
stead of altering the present system, the De
partment's inspectors should be given a broader 
interpretation of the regulations dealing with 
the classing • 

It was resolved, "That -alterations should be 
made to Regulations Nos. 4 and 5." 

In regard to "moist pack," Mr. H. D. Howie 
said that the Board of Management would fully 
investigate the position. 

PROVISION OF KIOSKS 
Mr. C. W. Till (Barmera) suggested that 

where possible more care should be taken to 
provide tourists with better facilities to enable 
them to purchase dried fruits, as it was the 
best medium of advertising. 

Mr. H. D. Howie said that he was not aware 
o.f any packing house having adopted the 
scheme of the provision of kiosks. He sug
gested that district exe·cutives-and packing 
houses co-operate with retailers in their own 
particular districts. 

DESIRABILITY OF MIXED DIP 
Mr. H. D. Howie in reply to the question 

advised Mr. C. W. Till that the Board of Man
agement had no definite advice of the extent 
of the requirements of the trade, but he 
thought that the returns would be the guid-
ance. 

GIFT FRUIT 
Mr. C. W. Till brought up the question, and 

it was resolved, "That it be a recommendation 
to the Board of Management that the 'Dried 
Fruits News' give prominence to retailers spe
cialising in supplies of Gift Fruit." 
FOREIGN MATTER IN DRIED FRUIT 

:Mr. E. D. Sims said that this was discussed 
at Federal Council last year, but growers were 
still of opinion that extreme care was not 
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necessary. He said that the Barmera shed had 
developed a Very good system of magnets 
Which were 100 per cent. efficient, .and he 
would be pleased to give a paper on the subject 
at Federal Council. 

It was resolved, "That the subject of foreign 
matter in dried fruit be listed for discussion 
at Federal Council." 

C.S. & LR. AND S.A. GROWERS 
CONTRIBUTORS 

Mr. E. D. Sims in informing members of 
the benefits gained by Victorian growers from 
the researches made by C.S. and I.R. at Mer
bein, said he was of opinion that if South A us
tralia contributed to these researches that such 
benefits would be available more freely m 
South Australia. 

After a full discussion it was resolved, «That 
the matter of a c-ontribution of the South 
Australian growers towards the experiments of 
the C.S. and LR. be defetred for the time be-· 
ing." 

SIZE GRADING 
Mr. E. D. Sims said that there was a grow

ing tendency towards the sizing of grade fruit, 
and he understood that merchants were inquir
ing for "large" and "small" in the various 
grades. 

It was resolved, "That it be a recommenda
tion to Federal Council that in view of the 
growing tendency to size grade fruit for Com
monwealth sales that the Board of Manage
ment fix a differential for large and smalls in 
the various crown grades. 

ESTABLISHMENT Of SECONDARY 
INDUSTRIES 

Mr. C. S. Ruston moved the following mo
tion and was supported by Mr. R: Curren: 

"That it be a recommendation to the South 
Australian Government that in' the e·stablish
ment of any further secondary industries con-
5ideration be given t'o the River Settlements 
with a view of decentralisation." 

FIXATION OF SAMPLES 
Mr. E. M. Seary (Renmark) said he con

sidered samples were still fixed too early for 
absolute accuracy as at the present date, 
March 21, very little fruit was sold. 

It was resolved, "That it be a recommenda
tion to the Board of Management that the fixa
tion of grade differentials be made later in the 
season." 

EQUALISATION ADJUSTMENT FOR 
PRUNES 

Mr. A. J. Chapman (Angaston) said that 
the conditions of marketing and selling were 
very difficult and under the present system 
and suggested that an arrangement be made 
to allow the proper adjustment of prunes. 

Mr. H. D. Howie said that this was a mat
ter when it was very difficult to arrive at a 
basis of adjustment as there were so many 
types and sizes. 

It was resolved, "That it be a recommenda
tion to the Board of Management that the 
equalisation adjustment be applied to prunes 
as to other fruits contributed by A.D.F.A. 

ELECTION Of DELEGATES TO 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 

The following were elected: Messrs. R. 
Curren, Berri; J. Weatherall, Kingston; C. S. 
Ruston, Renmark; E. D. Sims, Barmera; J. R. 
Jemison, Waikerie; A. J. Chapman, Angaston; 
J. Victorsen, Clare. 

Steel-Like Glass 
Speaking of glass, the Franklin Institute 

announces a new type of safety glass strong 
enough to stop a half-pound steel ball cover
ing 50 feet a second, yet so fLexible that when 
broken it can be rolled up "like a rug." 

After six years of rese·arch costing millions 
of dollars, the glass is said to be ready for au
tomobile installation as another forward step 
in the_ promotion of highway safety. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 
AGENDA 

Matters to be Discussed 
at Next Meeting 

The following is the· draft of the items to be 
discussed at the meeting of the Federal Council 
of the Association which takes place at the 
Commercial Travellers' Club Board Room, 
Melbourne, commencing at 11 a.m. on Tues
day, Octdber 24. 

Election of chairman and appointment of 
committees; election of Board of Management; 
organisation; allowances and expenses; secre
tary's report; head office accounts; Board o.f 
Management's report; stabilisation plan-re
port (Board). 

CURRANT BOUNTY 
"That the question of the investigation of a 

similar scheme to that of the wheat mdustry 
under the Wilson-Uphill plan be carried out 
by the Board of Management in regard to the 
assistance of currant growers." (South Aus
tralian State Conference). 

"That the matter be listed for discussion at 
Federal Council." (Victorian State Confer
ence). 

CASH BUYING 
"That the matter of cash buying be refer

red to Federal Council." (South Australian 
State Conference) . 
FIXATION Of GRADE DIFFERENTIALS 

"That it be a recommendation to the Board 
of Management that the :fixation of grade· dif
ferentials be made later in the season." 
(South Australian State Conference. 
POSSIBLE EFFECT ON l1ffi DRIED fRUIT 
INDUSTRY Of THE PRESENT WATER 

STORAGE POSITION 
"That Federal Council request the Govern

ments of Victoria and South Australia to 

closely watch the interests of the dried fruits 
industry in connection with the allocat10n of 
the water supply for irrigation purpose!~ from 
the River Murray." (Victorian State Confer. 
e·nce). 

RULE No. 107-PACKING-HOUSE 
RETURNS 

"That' Packers should furnish head office, in 
addition to their present weekly returns, with 
figures forecasting tonnage in grades both oi 
fruit still to be delivered and of their final 
pack." (Victorian State Conference). 

ALIEN INfiLTRATION INl'O THE 
DRIED fRUIT NDUSTRY 

"That the matter be listed for discussion at 
Federal Council." (Victorian State Confer-
ence.) 

RULE No. 15.-SECTIONS AND 
REPRESENTATION 

"That Paragraph I be amended by inserting 
the words 'or their representative' after t'he 
word 'growers.'" (Victorian State Confer
ence.) 

RULE No. 2!.-VOTING AT fEDERAL 
COUNCIL 

"In Clause No. 8 delete word 'four-fifth' 
and inSert word 'Two-thirds' in its place." 
(Victorian State Conference.) 

VICTORIAN STATE CONfERENCE 
"That the question o£ holding the Victorian 

State Conference in 1940 be discussed at Fed-
eral Council." (Victorian State Conference.) 

RULE No. 10.-Branches 
Delete Lake Boga and Tresco Branch 

A.D.F.A. (Vic.); substitute .Tresco and Long 
Lake Branch A.D.F.A. (Vic.). (Board). 

RULE No. 11-AGENTS 
Delete Gibbs-Bright, Bright & Co., Adelaide. 

Board). 
RULE No. 24.-PACKERS 

Delete Glossop Packing House, Glossop, 
S.A.; delete A. Jenkin, Nyah West, Vic.; de
lete J. J. Odgers, Ramco. S.A.; delete Swallow 
& Ariel! Ltd., Mildura, Vic. (Board). 

RULE No. 87.-IMPORTING 
"That the second paragraph be altered to 

read as follows: 'Agents shall not import' any 
variety of Dried Fruits listed by the Associa
tion unless sanctioned by the Association.' ,. -
(Board). 
PROCESSING-

EXTENSION Of CURRANT GRADES 
fROM M.f. TO 5-CROWN 

"That the· range of currant grades be ex
tended from M.P. to 5-Crown.'' (South Aus
tralian State Conference). 
fOREIGN MA,TTER IN DRIED FRUIT 

"That the subject of foreign matter in dried 
fruit be listed for discussion at Federal Coun
cil." (South Australian State Conference). 

SIZE GRADING 
"That it be a recommendation to Federal 

Council that in view of the growing tendency 
to size grade fruit for Commonwealth sales, 
that' the Board of Management :fix a differen
tial for large and smalls in the various crown 
grades." (South Australian State Confer
ence). 
STANDARDISATION OF GRADES fROM 

YEAR TO YEAR. 
"That the matter be listed for discussion at 

Federal Council." (Victorian Sta·te Confer
ence). 

GRADE fiXING COMMITTEE 
"That a growers' representative be appoint

ed on the Grade Fixing Committee." (N.S.\\' ... 
State Conference). 
MARKETING-

DRiED fRUITS fOR DISTILLATION 
"That the matter of dried fruits for distilla

tion be listed for discussion at Federal Coun
cil." (South Australian State Confere·nce.'' 
MARKETING CONDIDONS IN NEW 

ZEALAND 
"That the matter be listed for discussion at 

Federal Council.'' (Victorian State Conf~r
ence) . 

TARiff ON DRIED fRUITS 
"That Federal Council enquire into the posi

tion as to whether greater advantage could Oe 
taken of the existing tariff on the importation 
of dried fruits." (N.S.W. State Conference). 
ACCOUNT SALES-

UNifORM ACCOUNT SALES TO 
GROWERS 

"That the matter be listed for discussion at 
Federal C-ouncil.'" (Vict'orian State Confer
ence). 

Tree Fruit Committee's report. 
Tree Fruit Committee's election. 

TREE fRUIT GRADES 
"That Regulation No. 4 be altered to read 

as follows: .. Choice Quality Apricots. The 
dried apricots shall consist of cleanly cut com
plete halves of sound apricots, fully ripened 
and thoroughly cured. Each variet'y shall be 
of fair and uniform color, of good quality and 
texture. Only one variety shall be· packed in 
any one container. The dried apricots shaH 
be free from blackness and shall 'be sized into 
crown grades as follows: 

'That Regulation No. 5 be altered to read 
as follows: Standard Quality Apricots. The 
dried .apricots shall consist of cleanly cut com
plete halves of sound ·apricots, fully ripened 
and thoroughly cured Only one variety 
shall be packed in one container. Each variety 
shall be of fair color and texture. The dried 
apricots shall be free from blackness and sized 
into crown grades as follows:" (South Aus
tralian State Conference). 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit a( time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 



THE AUSTRALIAN DRJED FRUITS NEWS, OCTOBER 14, 1939 

TREE FRUITS 
Meeting of Committee 

MANY MATTERS DISCUSSED 
The many aspects of the preparation and marketing of tree fruits were discussed 
at the meeting held prior to the Board of Management meeting, which approved 
of the recommendations. A feature of the meeting was the report by Mr. H. D. 
Howie on his investigations of the New Zealand position following the estab
lishment of a new packing unit in that country. A full statement in this re
gard will be made to Federal Council by the chairman. 

The followng are the items of immediate 
interest, dealt with by the committee.: 

QUOTAS-SEASON, !939 
Consideration was given to the quotas re

quired for the various markets and it was re
solved that the committee recommend the fol-
lowing:- · 

Apricots: Commonwealth, 17-! per cent.; 
controlled export markets, 22! per cent. 

Peaches: Commonwealth, 70 per cent.; cotl
trolled export markets, 25 per cent.; reserve, 
5 per cent. 

Pears: Commonwealth, 40 per cent.; New 
Zealand, 7f per cent.; United Kingdom, 42f 
per cent.; reserve, 10 per cent. 

GRADING DRIED TREE FRillTS 
A discussion took place regarding the grad

ing of dried tree fruits. It was considered 
that there are at present too many grades, and 
it was decided to write to the Packers' Associa
tions in Victoria and South Australia, pointing 
out that the Association is contemplating 
making recommendations to the Department 
of Commerce, that the grading of apricots, 
peaches, nectarines and pears be altered in \.'.he 
following manner:-

That the grade "Choice" be done away with 
and the bulk of the fruit packed under cr·own 
grades, with special provision for .. Fancy"' 
fruit, and asking the Packers' Associations for 
their views on the subject. 

DRIED TREE FRWTS FOR NEW 
ZEALAND 

Following Mr. H. D. Howie's visit to New 
Zealand, a statement' was received from one of 
the New Zealand Agents, pointing out the 
difficulties that arise in supplying dried tree 
fruits to New Zealand merchants. 

It was pointed out that Australia in the 
early part of the season can only offer subject 
to pack, whereas other countries such as Cah
fornia and South Africa are prepared to make 
firm bookings and that this disadvantage is 
greatly against Australian fruit. After dis
cussion it was decided to bring the questiun 
under the notice of packers, with a v~t::w to 
getting earlier information as to the tonnage 
of the various grades that could be offered. 

PRUNEs--sEASON 1939-EXPORT 

figure, instead of on the actual results, after 
putting the fruit through the grading ma
chines. 

The committee decided to recommend to 
the Board that' packers may purchase out
right from growers, quantities of prunes Ill 

not more than 2 cwt. lots, which constitutes 
the total delivery of any one grower's produ..;
tion. 

EXPORT CREDIT-DRIED TREE FRillTS 
A letter was received from the consultative 

committee, asking whether the tree fruit com
mittee could approve of the method adopted 
by the New South Wales Board, which is '" 
follows:-

( a) When export credit is applied for a 
representative sample of the fruit to be taken 
from the consignment and subjected to a 
slight moistening process such as is .applied to 
prunes for export in boxes so that the quantity 
of split and/ or damaged prunes in such sample 
will be more readily discernible, and the num
ber of split prunes in the consignment can be 
calculated. 

(b) Export' credit to be given for the mar
ketable proportion of the consignment, pro
vided the marketable proportion is, under 
supervision, destroyed, used for jam making 01 

used in some other way approved by the 
Board, which will prevent same reaching the 
ordinary market for prunes and provided also 
that the unmarketable proportion is, under 
supervision, destroyed, used for jam or used 
in some other approved way which will ensure 
that it will not reach the ordinary mark~t fvr 
prunes; the unmarketable proportion under 
these circumstances to be deducted from the 
pack and no levy to be charged or quota liabil
ity to be calculated thereon. 

The committee recommended the Board 
of Management to adopt the method suggestcu 
by the New South Wales Board. 

"CHOICE" GRADE SMALL PRUNES 
The committee gave consideration to a let

ter from the consultative committee of the 
State Dried Fruits Boards, asking for a recom
mendation .as to whether the counts of prunes, 
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as provided for in the regulations, should oe 
sub-divideJ, so that the lower counts (i.e., the 
larger prunes) will be classed as uchoice,; the 
medium counts as .. Fancyn and the higher 
counts (i.e., the small prunes) as ''Plain." h 
was decided to reconunend to the Board vf 
Management as follows:-

That counts 30/40 to 90/100 inclusive, be 
classed as "Choice,'' .. Standard"' or "Plain." 
That counts I00/120 be dmed as "Standard" 
or "'Plain." ~·smalls" to be classed as <(Smalls'' 
only, without reference to quality. 

"FINE," "EXTRA FINE," ETC., ON 
CONTAINERS 

The consultative committee desired to know 
whether such terms as ''Choice," "Fancy," 
.. Fine," ''Extra Choice," etc., should be placed 
on packages of dried tree fruits. 

After full consideration, the committee de
cided to recommend to the Board that it was 
considered undesirable that any description of 
quality, other than that provided in the regu
lations, should be shown on packages of dri£.d 
tree fruits. 

"SMALL" PRUNES AND PRUNES FOR 
CANNING 

A letter was received from the consultatiVe 
comrnitte·e dated July 13, 1939, asking for .l 

recommendation as to the elimination from 
marketing of all prunes of a count of 120 to 
the lb. and over, and in respect to canning, to 
confine prunes of 100 count or over to 
HD'Agen," "Splendor," and .. Ardmona" vane
ties; also pointing out that in conse'quence oi 
adverse climatic conditions in 1939, both pro
posals were deferred until the year 1940. 

In view of the development of the sale of 
.. smalF' prunes, the committee recommend 
that there should not be any restriction on the 
sale of «small" prunes, nor should there be 
any limitation as to what varieties were can
ned. 

UNPROCESSED PRUNES IN BAGS 
The conunittee were asked to consider the 

question of the transfer of prunes in hags 
from one State to another and the committee 
recomm_end that the transfer of unprocessed 
prunes in bags be allowed between registered 
packing houses in the respective States, but 
with the proviso that the responsibility for ex
port should remain with the packing house 
which first receives the fruit. 

MARKING ON BOXES CONTAINING 
PRUNES 

The committee recommend that the words 
~~choice," ~'Standard" and «Plain'' be us~d 

and that the alternative letters nA," .. B .. and 
..C" be discontinued. 

UNDER AND OVER EXPORT 
ADJUSTMENT. 

APRICOTS - SEASON 1939 
The secretary was requested to consl.th.: 

agents at the end of August, and if the stock 
position was favorable, to proceed with the 
under and over export adjustment for season 
1939. 

A letter was received from the South Aus
tralian Prune Growers' As so cia tion, advising 
that as a matter of policy, they were accepting 
small orders for ships stores and small export 
orders, the reason for so doing being to reta.i.n 
the business for normal seasons. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 

The committee endorsed the reply received 
from head office, advising that the question 
of accepting export orders was entirely a mat
ter for the individual handlers o{ prunes. 

PRUNES-SMALL DELIVERIES BY 
.GROWERS 

A letter was received from the South Aus
tralian Prune Growers' Association, stating 
that the separate grading, classification and 
accounting for very small parcels of prum .. s 
received from growers was unprofitable to all 
concerned, and asking whether the Associa
tion would approve of a sample being weighed 
and counted and the grower paid on that: 

Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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DRIED FRUITS AND THE WAR 
Export Control Board's Statement 

possible to provide adequate shipping space 
when the new crop becomes an export of sig
nificance as regards tonnage in the months of 
April,. May, and June of 1940. The Board will 
not make any further announcements for the 
time beillg. PARTICULARS OF SALES 

A REMARKABLE POSITION 

Approximate Prices From the foregoing, growers will re
cognise that under the unfortunate cir
cumstances of war in· which Australia 
with other Dominions is associated with 
the United Kingdom in the g.reat efforts 
being made itt the cause of freedom, that 
a remarkable position has arisen when vir
tually the whole of the great export sur
plus has beeen cleared by September 30, 
just seven months from the opening of 
the 1939 season. 

The British Government has acquired 14,343 tons of Australian dried fruits, 
practically the whole of the Australian exportable surplus other than that sold 
to Canada and New Zealand. The Commonwealth 'Dried Fruits Export Control 
Board has issued the following statement under date of September 30: 

"The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export 
Control Board is in receipt by air mail of the 
particulars of the sales of Australian dried 
fruits in Gre·at Britain up to September 7, at 
which date the Government of the United 
Kingdom acquired the unsold stocks in Great 
Britain and afloat. The period covered the 
fortnight ending September 7, and the sales 
amounted to 10,121 tons, including 4551 tons 
of sultanas at an average of £38/9/8; 5,454 
tons of currants at £31/1/7, and 116 tons of 
lexias at £47/4/8 per ton. 

:TOTAL SHIPMENTS 
The total shipments to the United Kingdom 

~o September 7 were 33,699 tons. Since the 
date of the acquisition, additional supplies 
have been forwarded to Great Britain, bringing 
the total to 3 6,094 tons. Sales under normal 
circumstances amounted to 21,751 tons, so 
that the quantity taken over amounts to 
14,343 tons, 

INTERESTING AVERAGES 
The average prices of the normal sales were 

£38/16/2 per ton for 9,251 tons of sultanas, 
£30/11/8 for 11,534 tons of currants, and 
£43/12/3 for ·szo tons of lexias. 

From these figures it follows that ap
proximately 60 p.,. cent. of the 1939 
shipments had been sold, the realisations 
of which proceeded under normal condi
tions, within five months of the opening 
of the season, while approximately 40 per 
cent is taken over by the Imp.rial Gov
ernment tJit valuatWns which it is expect
ed will be aP'Proxit~M'tely: Sultanas 
£39/0/0, cummts £32/0/0, and lexias 
about £47/10/0 per ton. 

EXPORTABLE SURPLUS LIQUIDATED 
The net effect is that practically the whole 

of the exportable surplus of Australian dried 
fruits other than that sold to Canada, New 
Zealand and ships stores had been placed by 
the end of September-approximately within 
six months of the commencement of ship
ments. 

Allowing for smaller shipments to other 
centres, the fruit exported for the season is 
54,979 tons, being virtually the whole o£ the 
supplies anticipated as the export surplus after 
provision had been made for approximately 
15,500 tons for the domestic requiments of 
the Commonwealth. 

In the result, as the supplies other than con
signments to Great' Britain had been sold and 
shipped on a cash basis, this means that by 
reason of the British Government acquiring 
14,343 tons, practically the w'hole of Aus
tralia's surplus for the year of approximately 
55,000 tons had been liquidated by Septembecr 
3 0, a position for which there is no precedent 
since orderly marketing was assured by the 
legislation of 1924. 

The Australian exporter was exceedingiy 
fort'unate in that the great bulk of the fruit 
destined for Great Britain had left Australia 
under normal shipping ·rates and insurance 
prior to the outbreak of hostilities. 

PREPARING FOR 1940 SEASON 
Arising from this position growers and pack-

ing houses are now concentrating their atten
tion on the preparation for the 1940 season's 
harvest, which under normal circumstances 
will commence about March 1 next year. 
There is therefore no immediate problem of 
transportation, a fortunate circumstance hav
ing regard to the difficulties which may arise 
in regard to the transport' of Australia,s pri
mary products. 

UNSOLD BALANCE AT APPRAISED 
PRICES 

It is anticipated that the prices at which the 
British Government will acquire the unsold 
balance of slightly over 14,000 tons will be 
the appraised prices; in other words, the mini
mum prices at which the fruit was valued on 
arrival. 

This fortunate circumstance was contrib
uted to by the Mediterranean situation and the 
obvious difficulties of obtaining fruit from the 
Turkish and Grecian markets. 

The London market, which was dull up to 
the middle of August, suddenly developed a 
strong tone as the crisis deepened, some 12,000 
tons being taken by traders in the four weeks 
prior to the outbreak of war. It is antici
pated that, in pursuance of the control of 
stocks of essential commodities, the fruit 
which is largely held on consignment m the 
British market, would be distributed through
out the principal centres of Great Britain, so 
as to avoid over-concentration of supplies m 
docks and London warehouses. No details are 
of course available of the steps taken by the 
relative food cont'rol, but it would appear that 
unless there is a resumption of shipping facil
ities with the Near East that the London and 
Provincial markets will quiCkly absorb the 
stocks held in Great Britain. 

AUSTRALIA IN STRONG POSITION 
Australia is therefore in a strong position as 

regards the coming season, assuming that it is 

As our readers are aware, the dried frwt 
season is officially taken as commencing on 
March 1 in each year, and we have the some
what extraordinary situation that after seven 
months only the whole of our export surplus 
has been liquidated. It goes without saying that. 
the view taken and the advice given by the 
Export Boord have been more than justified, 
and while the circumstances are most unfor~ 
tunate by reason of the outbreak of a second 
great war as recently as September 3, it hap
pens that, thanks to the early offtake of the 
Dominions of Canada and New Zealand, and 
the advice tendered to get our fruit over to 
Great Britain during a state o~ tension rather 
than during the existence of a war perioa, 
growers have realised their crop at an unpre
cedented early period. There have been m
creases in freight and heavy expenses in the 
shape of insurance, and the fortunate position 
of our industry needs no emphasis. 

ADVANTAGE OF ORDERLY 
MARKETING 

We are glad that, as regards some assurance 
of food supplies of Great Britain, the dried 
fruit industry has done its share. But for the 
unfortunate cultural and harVesting conditions 
which followed the rains of late February, we 
might readily have had an additional 15,000 
to 20,000 tons, but a wise Providence had or
dered events so that our anticipated produc
tion of some 9 0, 0 0 0 tons was reduced to some 
70,000 tons in all. 

It would have been fortunate for Australia 
had the large tonnage which marked last :;ed.son 
been available as it would have permitted a 
handsome additional contribution towards the 
food requirements of the British nation, but 
one and all are to be congratulated that our 
scheme of orderly marketing ably supported 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. LTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known "PADLOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 
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by the farsightedness of shippers has placed w • 
0~ ~on~ribution _towards sup~li.es in Great ar,. t1me 
Bntam m a relat1vely safe pos1t10n and at a Advice to Growers 
moderate transportation expense. 

THE FUTURE 
The future is in the U.p of the gods. 

'Given successful cultural and harvesting 
operations, we may be faced with a bum-
per crop in Ma<rch next. Our difficulty 
then may be the provision of suit~ble ton
nage, but the growers have much to con
gratulate themselves on the fact that 
virtually the whole of their supplies have 
been placed, and as far as the shipments 
of primary products to Great Britain are 
concerned, Australia is doing its best in 
marny directions, and not the least in con
nection with dried fruits. 

CONTROLLING THE PO~lTION 
IN BRJTAIN 

It is interesting and flattering to Australia 
that, under the system of organised control 
imposed by our good friends in Great Britain, 
provision has been. made for the appointment 
of Mr. A. E. Gough to act as chairman of the 
Advisory or Controlling Committee set up by 
the authorities overseas. Our old friend, Mr. 
]. ]. S. Scouler, has been honored by a seat on 
the Advisory Committee to administer the 
Dried Fruits Regulations, and to these two 
gentlemen has been added a third colleague, 
one of the best known international authori
ties on dried fruits in the United Kingdom. 
We have reason to be pleased that .all of the 
three people controlling the dried fruit posi
tion in Great Britain are so well known in Aus
tralia and have so intimate an association- with 
the industry. 

READY MARKET FOR AUSTRALIAN 
SUPPLIES 

The British Government acquired by com
pulsory order the whole of the unsold stocks 
in Great Britain including dried and other 
fruits from all nations. One thing is assured 
that there will be a ready home for the Aus
tralian supplies in Great Brit'ain, and it is 
quite on the cards that there may be an ex
ceptionally good demand which will e~sure a 
speedy clearance of the supplied in London. It 
is difficult to forecast the future, but few in
dustries are in the position that they can an
nounce that the whole of their crop is placed 
as at September 30, and if our next season's 
fruit safely arrives in Great Britain that the1·e 
will be a ready demand for such quantities as 
can be shipped. 

Our congratulations go out to Messrs. 
Gough and Scouler in that they bring to the 
counsels of the British Food Department prac
tical and well deserved reputations for a know
ledge of Australian fruit in all grades and 
quantities . 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
From agents' figures supplied as at the end 

of September, the following sales position is 
disclosed:-

VINE FRUJTS 
1939 193 8 1937 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Currants 2,593 2,393 2,410 
Sultanas 7,037 6,468 6,224 

--- --- -
Lexias 2,071 3,020 1,521 

--- --- -
11,701 11,88 I 10,155 

TREE FRUITS 
1939 1938 1937 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Apricots 640 534 558 
Peaches 213 212 189 
Nectarines 21 30 21 
Pears 72 60 66 
Prunes 1,211 1,05 5 1,053 

-- -- --
2,157 1,891 1,887 

Keep Work Up .. to .. Date; Avoid 
Waste of Materials 

By H. C. CARNE' 

An article by Mr. H. C. Carne, man
ager of the Renmark Fruit Growers' Co
operative Company, published in the Ren
mark Pioneer, is of tz'mely interest to all 
growers. We have been informed that 
the Govermnent will have due regard to 
the production of foodstuffs as its polzcy 
develo~, arnd it is an aspect that the in
dustry will probably have to keep well 
before the responsible Minister. Mr. 
Carne's comments are as follows: 
While it is impossible to anticipate the ex

tent or to visualise in detail the· manner m 
which the present upheaval will affect us indi
vidually or collectively, certain possibilities 
can be foreseen, and should be prepared for m 
so far as it lies in our power. 

We know positively that the nations of the 
world are today prepared for a war of far 
greater magnitude than has been possible in 
any previous period of the world's history. 

Should war continue and extend until .all 
countries now prepared and preparing become 
involved, and the issue be fought to a finish, 
it is difficult to imagine the altered conditions 
of t'rade and commerce that must follow. 

We should, however, try to appreciate and 
prepare for certain eventualities. 

POSSIBLE LABOR SHORTAGE 
By the time the next tree and vine fruit 

crops are ready to harvest, there may be a 
serious shortage of labor. 

Although at the present time the Common
wealth Government has undertaken to eqr:ip 
and train 20,000 men for service at home or 
abroad, many people are of the opinion that the 
time maye be near at hand the the Government 
will have to give consideration to the question 
of training and equipping ten times that num
ber, or more, for service at home and abroad. 
In such circumstances a big percentage of the 
young men, resident and itinerant, who are nor
mally employed in the harvesting of dried and 
fresh fruits, would not be available. 

When the crop is due to be harvested there 
is only a limited time in which to gather it in. 
Growers with large families would in these 
circumstances have a definite advantage. It 
might be necessary in a case of national emer
gency to suspend the laws governing school 
attendance. The position may be such as t'o 
even call for the restriction of shopping hours 
so as to permit those engaged in trade and 
commerce to lend a hand in harvesting opera
tions. 

Wireless reports inform us that the women 
and portion of the children of Germany are 
compelled to work ten hours daily. While we 
feel confident that our Government will not 
have to resort to these measures, there is a 
possibility of the people of Australia having 
to sacrifice to the extent that many who never 
contemplated engaging in_ manual labor might 
be called on to help harvest food stuffs. 

Having in mind the possibility of shortage 
of labor, producers would be wise to make sure 
that each ope'ration is carried out in the pro
per season. If a labor shortage occurred 
quickly the grower who is not up to date with 
his work would be seriously handicapped. 

COST OF PRODUCTION 
That costs of production will rise is certain. 

In the process o:f producing and preparing our 
produce for sale many imported commodities 
are used. Some of our fertili.sers are imported, 
others contain ingredients which h.ave to be 
imported. Potash required for the cold and 

mixed dips is imported, and· large quantities of 
imported olive oil have been used. All our 
hessian comes from overseas, and if supplies of 
such commodities can be purchased at reason
able prices, landed cost will be considerably 
higher by reason of increased freights and war 
risk insurance. 

The war-time need for metals will be re
flected in the price of galvanised iron, wire, 
wire-netting,. nails, etc. In fact, the demand 
for metals will most assuredly shorten S""o.lpplies 
of these and similar lines. 

The timber we use for packing dried fruits 
is obtained chiefly from Canada and Sweden. 
Although supplies are to hand for immediate 
requirements, we are not in a position to say 
when fresh supplies will be available at normal 
rates and· risks. 

Grease-proof paper for lining dried fruit 
boxes is purchased normally from Sweden. It 
is now doubtful whether we will be able to 
obtain shipments from Sweden. If we can 1t 
is certain that deliveries will be at considerably 
increased cost. 

The position in regard to numerous other 
commodities is that they will be in short sup
ply or obtainable only at prohibitive prices. 

These· facts indicate the necessity for all en
gaged in production to conserve materials and 
avoid waste in any shape or form. 

INCREASED STORAGE OF FRUIT 
It may be that packers will need to consider 

the question of storing large quantities of 
fruit. Even if Britain takes our output ol 
drie·d fruits; shipment may be extended over 
a lengthy period through shortage of shipping 
space and/ or risk of transport. 

If the necessity to store large quantities of 
fruit airses it may be that growers and pack
ers could minimize storage costs by co-ope;:-
ation. 

HOW PRODUCERS CAN HELP 
These times call for individual as well as 

national foresight. 
Producers can by wise forethought effect 

numerous economies, thus rendering a national 
service in addition to easing their own prob
lems. We can «carry on" better and longer 
by looking to the future and avoiding un
necessary waste. 

The foregoing can be summarized:-
(!) Keep up-to-date with work. Do each 

job in its season. 
(2) Conserve materials and avoid wast'e o£ 

any kind. 
. ( 3) Have a national outlook and be pre

pared to co-operate. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 
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Fruit Growers. 
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AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 

ASSOCIATION 

All reports, correspondence, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Stewart P.O., via Red Cliffs, 

Victoria. 

For Advertising Rates, apply W. N. Sumner, 
Victoria House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 75. 

:'"'"""'"""'""""'""""'"""'"""'"'""'"""""""'""'"'""'"'"" 
~ All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 
~ forward items of interest to the industry 
~ as a whole for publication in the "News." 
~ .......... ,, .. ,.,.,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be head, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, OCTOBER 14, 1939 

WISE SPENDING 

THE announcement by Senator McLeay 

th>lt the details of the negotiations with 

the Brit:sh Government for the sale of surplus 
primary products from Australia should be 

satisfactory to producers, is gratifying and au.
gers well for this industry, which has been for
tunat'e in having its product declared as one 

of the essential foodstuffs under the scheme. A 
report by the Export Control Board publish
ed in this issue will be found on Page 6. This 
statement is of particular interest to growers. 

There are, however, still details of the requisi
tion scheme not yet to hand, and until the de

tails of these arrangements are made public we 
are not able to express any opinion as to what 

amounts will be available for disbursement. 
Whether the payments-stated to be on the 

basis ruling at the time of acquisition-will 
be made in a lump sum or spread over .a period 

is not known at the time of writing. It must 
also be remembered that there is still a fair 

tonnage of both sultanas and currants on the 
water. 

However, the crop has been sold, and at 
a much earlier date than could have been 
expected under normal conditions. Growers 

will probably be in the position of receiving 

something approaching final payments less 

fruit still to be sold in the Commonwealth 
and certain other markets, well before harvest. 

Here lies the need for care in budgeting. We 
have been urged to refrain from undue· restric~ 

cion of spending-to "carry on" in accordance 
with the request of the Prime Minister is essen

tial-but with the situation we have to face 
there is some imperative need to combine the 

duty required of us with careful regard for the 

future. 

The real problem - in the absence of :my 
definite information as to the policy of 
Great Britain-is the disposal of the 1940 

crop, now showing excellent promise, and the 

much higher costs that it will have to meet, 
coupled with the fact that there are large 
crops in our competing countries-Turkey 
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and Greece-having trade arrangements, and 

and the United States friendly relations, with 
Britain. 

Speaking at Red Cliffs recently, the 
chairman of the A.D.F.A., Mr. H. D. 
Howie, advised growers to husband their re

turns for the 1939 crop. This should be 

taken to heart as sound advice that cannot be 
construed as an unpatriotic action, but one of 
vital necessity, when it is considered that over 

80 per cent. of our product has to face all the 
added risks of marketing, transport, and all 

the increasing costs that are outside the con

trol of either our organisation or the COm

monwealth Government. 

We, in common with all others, will have 

to bear our share of the huge cost of 
war. "The older to pay and the younger w 
fight," said the Federal Minister for Supply, 

Mr. Casey. The P"Yments will be heavy. 
For those who turn over their products in the 
home market, whether it be goods or labor, 
there will be boom conditions, as much of the 

money raised will be ~pent in Australia, and 
what many pay in taxes they will get ba.ck ill 

added business. This will apply to our in

dustry to an extent limited to our Australian 
sales-while our exports enter the unknown 

factor, the determination of which can mean 

so much. 

However, our product is regarded as 
an essential, and whilst there must be 

some concern for the future, it is indeed sat

isfactory to know that the industry is organ
ised today as never before, and that in the ne

gotiations between the governments the ad~ 

vice and assistance by the Export Control 

Board will be of high value, not only to the 

authorities, but to the industry which it repre

sents. 

WINE GRAPES 

Danger of Overplanting 
Owing to the present state of the wine in

dustry, warnings have been issued by the Fed
eral Viticultural Council and the Overseas 
Wine Marketing Board against further plant
ings of wine grapes. There are at present' large 
stocks of wine, and with no immediate pros
pects of extending markets, it does certainly 
appear necessary to call a halt for the time 
being. 

The price paid for wine grapes over the last 
few years, has induced ·growers to increase 
their areas. The greatest increases have taken 
place in South Australia and on the irrigated 
areas. 

The Hunter :River district, on the other 
hand, has reduced its area by about 40 per 
cent. ovei the last thirteen years. This par
ticular area produces mainly light beverage 
dry wines of high quality, and Hunt'er River 
growers could not be taken to task if they 
slightly increased their plantings. It would be 
a pity to see this area fall out of productiOn. 

CLASSIFICATION OF 
DRIED FRUIT IN 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Discussion By Growers 
Over 80 dried fruit growers attended a 

meeting called in tbe Herne Hill Hall to 
elect representatives to attend a confer
ence of packers, growers and the Drted 
Fruits Board to discuss the classification 
of dried fruit at tbe doors. The B-d 
has agreed to call tb< conference following 
representations made to -it. 
The meeting of growers, which was pre

sided over by Mr. A. Brammall, agreed to the 
following proposals for submission at a basis 
for discussion at the conference:-That the 
fruit be classed by an independent person; 
that the salary of the classer be paid by the 
packing house proprietors in proportion to c!J.e 
tonnage of fruit handled; that the classer 
should be under the control of the Dried Fruits 
Board; that a schedule of the times when the 
classer will attend at each packing house be 
posted in a conspicuous place at each packing 
house. It was suggested that when fruit was 
delivered at a time other than when the classer 
was in attendance, not' less than one box in 
every 20 should be put aside as a sample for 
classification and that certain provisions be 
made for the method of its classification. Ar
bitrators should be appointed to settle all ap
peals regarding classification. Uniform sam
ples of the various grades of each variety of 
fruit should be exhibited at each packing 
house door in properly se·aled cabinets, these 
samples having been chosen by representatives 
of the packers, the growers, the Dried Fruits 
Board, and the classer. Re·ceipts issued by 
packing houses showing the classification 
should be initialled by the classer and any per
son making any alteration to them should be 
liable to prosecution. 

The following were elected to represent 
growers at the conference:-Messrs. J. Duff, 
S. Anderson and J. Zekulich. 

Mr. H. Foster, of the West Swan Packing 
Company, addressed the me·eting and outlined 
the position in regard to the sale of dried fruit 
owing to the war. 

==== 
South Australian Pack 

The following are the latest pack figures 
for the 19 3 9 season, and may be regarded as 
being, with some minor adjustments, the final 
for this State: 

Tons. 
Currants . ....... ······ 9,571 
Sultanas ...... 9,700 
Lexias .. . ..... 2,052 

21,323 
Prunes . ... ······ ............. 366 
Peaches ...... 270 
Apricots ······ ...... 1,024 
Nectarines ······ ······ 40 
Pears .......................................... 199 

1,899 

23,222 
"""""'''''''''"'""'"""'''"""'''''""'''"'""'''""'''""""'""'''''""''' 
There are still a few acres of vines over the 
century in age, and these will gradually be up
rooted.-H. L. Manuel' in the N.S.W. "Agri
cultural Gazette." 

Barmera Co .. operative Packing 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Co. 
Ltd. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Block Requisites 
Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A. M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 

Rotary Hoes, H. V, McKay-Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE, BARMERA 30 &. 32 
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MURRAY WATER STORAGES 
Concern at Danger of Supplies Failing 

State Rivers and Water Supply Commission's 
Statement 

'The past irrigation season was one of concern to those associated with the 
csupply of water to the many needs of the State, and one of a serious nature to 
those dependent on an adequate supply for valuable crops along the Murray 
and its tributaries. There are reports of loss through shortage of water in 
several centres of production, but generally the dried fruits growers were 
catered for with success and no appreciable loss occurred. 

However, it was an indication of the very 
:real danger to the valuable industry along the 
rivers, particularly when it is realised that the 
:storages below Mildura were able to cater lor 
.requirements with the aid of a steady flow 
-from the Darling. This was of immense 
benefit to the areas above the Darling for none 
,of the water had to be released past th:.:: Mil
.dura weir-water that was being released as 
required from the Hume dam rapidly reach
ing the critically low stage. Had the Dar
ling not come to the rescue and large amounts 
of water sent past Mildura from the 
Murray impoundings and the Hume it is 
possible there would have been a serious short
,age. From the layman's conception of the 
problem it is considered that, in view of tl1e 
position, there should be an immediate start 
:made with the proposed scheme to increase the 
.capacity of the Hume. This, however, ap
;pears to be a difficult problem to meet. It is 
1understood that an exhaustive investigation is 
:being made to this end, but there are serious 
,difficulties in the way of the required increase. 

CONCERN TO DRIED FRUITS 
INDUSTRY 

Meanwhile, it' is of great concern to dried 
fruit growers and others, that large areas ate 
being promised wa-ter in the vicinity of Toc-
1umwal on either side of the Murray, involving 
;.the use of thousands of acre feet. This scheme 
·Will make great demands on the recently com
·pleted Y arrawonga weir and in time of short'
~age might overtax the resources of the stor
..age systems as a whole. 

J1Us matter was discussed at the State Con
Jerence of the A.D.F.A. at Swan Hill recent
Jy, and considerable concern was expressed by 
.delegates who had closely investigated the posi
-tion. 

Mr. A. Lawrence, of Nyah, in moving that 
·the Governments of Victoria and New South 
-wales be asked to closely guard the interests 
,of the dried fruit"s industry in regard to future 
·water supply, said he was of the opinion that 
·more weirs should be established in the Mur
ray. 

Mr. A. Lochhead said that the Mildura 
Water Trust was concerned at the position and 
we·re approaching the authorities. The matter 
is obviously one for Government policy, and it 
is to be hoped that the Murray Waters Com
mission will take all steps to protect the posi
tion. There is a general appreciation of the 
work of the several water authorities in the 
handling of water distribution during the re
cent crisis. 

MR. L. R. EAST'S STATEMENT 
The following letter from the chairman of 

the Victorian State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission is of particular interest at tills 
stage, not only for the mention of the special 
provision in regard to dried fruits but for the 
indication it gives of the extent of the under
taking. Mr. East states, in regard to the 
posi!:on:-

The position of Woorinen growers in this 
regard is at present not at all satisfactory, as 
their water rights are at the rate of 1 acre 
foot' only per acre irrigated, and water users 
are being circularised at present and asked to 
indicate to what extent, if any, they desire the 
allocation of "extra water rights." 

SAFEGUARD FOR DRIED FRUITS 
INDUSTRY 

A further safeguard for the dried fruits in
dustry is provided by Section 181 of the Water 
Act 1928, which authorises the Commission to 
assign greater proportionate quant1t1es o£ 
water in times of shortage to lands planted with 
fruit trees, vines, or other like plants than to 
the occupiers or owners of lands planted or 
sown with plants cultivated for a single year's 
crop only. 

As to the storage position, I wish to add that 
an investigation is being carried out for the 
River Murray Commission in regard to the 
capacity of the Hume Reservoir, and all data 
.in regard to stream flows is being brought up 
to date .in order to ascertain the effect of an 
increase in the storage from its present cap
acity of 1,250,000· acre feet to 2,000,000 acre 
feet. · 

It has always been recognised, and in fact 
clearly stated in published reports, that some 

/ILLIS· CH.ciLMERS 
WORLD'S LOWEST .PRICED FARM TRACTOR! 

THE NEW ALLIS CHALMERS MODEL "B" ... The model "B" 
is a real farm tractor ... pulls two or three furrow plough up to 
four miles an hour . . . cultivates at twice the· speed of horses . . . 
handles general beltwork easily. 
Come in today and let us show you how this history·making new 
tractor and Quick·Hitch Implements will replace your horses .. ·. 
at far less cost. This is your way to better living, better farming, 
and more profit. On Rubber, £209/10/~ f.o.b. Melb. 

Local SYD MILLS MOTORS A. G. DUNOON 
Agents: Mlldura Swan Hill 

restnctwn of the regulated .flow from the 
reservoir would be unavoidable in times of 
very severe drought extending over several 
years. An increase in the storage capac i1..'y 
would not permit of any expansion of irriga
tion, but would reduce the frequency and sev
erity of periodical shortages. This investiga
tion, it is understood, is now well advanced. 

I can assure you that the Commission 
fully recognises the very important part 
played by the dried fruits industry in the 
economic develofnnent of the Murray 
Valley and will not allow the well-estab
lished dist,ricts from Woorinen to Mer
bein in Victoria, and as farr as Curlwaa 
in New South Wales, to be prejudiciously 
affected by upstream diversions to dis
tricts which are being established along 
tbe Murray River. 

WASTAGE AVOIDED 
I might say that' the delivery of water to the 

lower river during the recent drought was the 
result of a very careful regulation of supplies 
from the Burne Reservoir) which regulation 
was adjusted from day to day in order that 
full advantage could be taken of all tributary 
flows With a view to conserving stored waters 
in the reservoir and ensuring supplies to the 
Red Cliffs, Mildura, Merbein, Coomealla and 
Curlwaa districts to the end of the irrigation 
season. This regulation involved the close 
study from day to day of river flows spread 
over several thousands of miles of the· mam 
river and its tributaries and was, in fact, pat• 
ticularly successful in that practically no
water at all was permitted to go to wa5te 
throughout the season. 

NO RISK OF FAILURE 
There was actually at no time last" season 

the risk of failure of supplies at the Mildura 
centre, although the stored waters in the Eus
ton weir pool and the Mildura weir pool wa.e 
drawn upon from time to time in accordance 
with the general plan. 

For your information, I might" say that at 
no time since the commencem-ent of water 
conservation works in Victoria has the value 
of such works been shown so clearly and de
finitely as during the recent drought. In the 
first year of the drought, 1937-38, the Com
mission delivered to wate·r users in irrigatiu-t1 
districts throughout the State the tec.o!·d 
quantity of 633,699 acre feet, and in the sec
ond _..year of the drought, which was of aL."'llost 
unprecedented severity, it supplied during the 
irrigation season, which actually finished ea.tl}' 
because of abnormal rains, an amount of 
528,617 acre feet, which was in eXcess of the 
.average requirements of irrigators in normal 
years when no restrictions have been rreces
sary. This average for the previous ten. 
years was 502,390 acre feet In the drie-d 
fruits centres, such as Red Cliffs and Merbein, 
the quantities delivered to the water ust:rs 
owing to the abnormal weather condition& 
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we·re very much above the quantities usually 
required. 

THE TORRUMBARRY SYSTEM 
Similarly, water users throughout the Tol

rumbarry system were given an unrestricted 
supply and received water under sales condi
tions very much in excess of their water rights 
with resulting considerable increase in pro
duction and advantage to the State as a whole. 

As far as the future is concerned, howeve1·, 
in the event of any restrictions becoming ne
cessary, such restrictions would.!- in the first 
instance, be the limitation of water ·users to 
their water rights. 

WATER SUPPLY STATISTICS 
The following figures, taken from a bro

chure issured by the S.R.W.S.C. in 1937, 
should prove· of interest: 

PERSONAL 
The movements of M.r. P. Malloch oversea~ 

have been followed with interest since the out

break of war, at which time he was in the 
United Kingdom_ but a few days. The rapid 
change of events necessitated a drastic change 
in arrangements and M.r. Malloch was fortun
ate in completing his restricted program and 
obtaining passage to America before the ditfi

culties of travel became acute. He has spent 
1>ome time in Canada on industry matters, and 
is due to leave California, where he has visit.ed. 
the dried fruits areas, on the 12th Octobc1, 
arriving in Sydney about November 3. We 
await with interest the report that he has pto
mised to make. 

In 1902 the total 
capacity of storages in 
the State was 172,000 
acre feet. The present 
capacity is 1,887,100 
acre feet. The Hume 
Reservoir, -designed to 
contain 2,000,000 acre 
feet (half of which 
can, subject to the 
provisions of the River 
Murray Agreement, be 
credited to the State of 
Victoria) now has a 
capacity of 1,250,000 
acre-feet. When the 
:final stage of this work. 
has been constructed 
(involving a further 
approval of the inter
ested State Govern
ments), and the Yar
rawonga Weir, Euston 
Lock Weir, Glenmag
gie, Melton and Bit
tern reservoirs are 
completed, the com
bined capac1t1es of 
Victoria's storages will 
be 2,347,180 acre-feet. 

SUMMARY RELATING TO WATER SUl'PLY IN VICTORIA 

OTHER AREAS 
INVOLVED 

Similar preble m s 

Victoria-Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,000,000 acres 
Rainfall ................ : .......... 10 inches to 80 inches 
Total Expenditure Country Water Supply to 30th 

June, 1936 . . . . . . . . . . 
Channels-Length-

Irrigation Supply . . . . . . . . . . 
Domestic and Stock Supply 
Drainage .... 

Total ............. . 

Area of land in Victoria artificially supplied with 
water for domestic and stock purposes by 
channels, tanks, and bores . . . . . . . . . . . . 
This represents over one-quarter of the total 
area of the State-actually two fifths of the 
agricultural lands. 

Area commanded by irrigation channels .. 
Area irrigated-1935~36 ............. . 
Area benefited by Flood Protection Works 
Storages-

Present Capacity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Additional storage being provided by works in 

course of construction . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Further storage which could be provided by 

completion of existing works . . . . . . 
Districts Administered by Commission-

Irrigated Districts-Water supplied for culti~ 
vation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Domestic and Stock Districts-Water supplied 
to fill excavated storage tanks . . . . . . . . 

Flood Protection Districts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Local Waterwarks Trusts and Local Sewerage 

Authorities supervised by Commission 
Country Towns-

Reticulated pipe supplies for domestic use 
Administered by Commission . . . . . . . . 
Administered by Waterworks Trusts . . . 
Administered by Local Governing Bodies .. 

Total Population in Country Towns supplied with 
water ..... . 

£26,719,817 

4,374 miles 
7,943 
1,668 

13,985 

15,063,000 acres 

2,024,000 acres 
495,835 
160,500 

1,887,100 acre feet 

39,580 •• 

420,500 " 

31 districts 

31 
5 

151 " 

107 towns 
111 

16 

409,500 persons 
arose in the Murrum
bidgee area this year 
and citrus and other 
growers have asked for the collaboration of the 
industry in the matter of approach to the ap
propriate authorities. The matter is listed fot: 
a full discussion at the Federal Council. 

The West Australian 
Dried Fruits Board 

At the September meeting of the Board 1t' 
was reported the recovery from illness would 
make it again possible for the chairman, Ml. 
Dickson, to attend. OBITUARY 

R. M. Voullaire, Snr. 
The sympathy of the industry goes to the 

relatives of the late Mr. R. M. V oullaire, Snr., 
a resident of the Mildura district for 47 yeats, 
who died in the· Mildura Base HOspital after a 
long period of ill health. 

The deceased was born at Zeist, Holland, 
in 18:6 0, and, during the earlier part of his 
life was closely connected with the brewing 
industry. In 1886 he left Holland for Bat
avia, in the Dutch East Indies, to take charge 
of a brewing enterprise there. After a sojourn 
of some years in Batavia, a move was made to 
Australia, where lie arrived in 1891. Follow
ing a year spent in Queensland and Northetn 
New South Wales, the late Mr. Voullaire came 
to Mildura in· 1892, taking up a horticultural 
block on The Crescent. 

When the Merbein irrigation settlement was 
opened up iD. 1909, Mr. Voullaire was one of 
the original selectors, locating on the block 
i.n Channel R,pad, Merbein, where he has re
sided up to the time of his death. The Merbem 
homestead was named HZeist,"' after Mr. Voul
laire's birthplace. His long residence ·m the 
dist~ic~·,.. coupled With his genial personality, 
won-- toi the deceased a wide circle of :fi:rtn 
friends. 

Discussion took place regarding the pro
posed legislative amendments to the Dried 
Fruits Act, and the secretary was instructed 
to ask the Minister, in view of the present Act 
expiring in March 1940, to submit to Parlia
ment during t_he present session a Bill for the 
continuation of the legislation, and, if pos
sible, the. inclusion of amendments somewhat 
along the lines of those recently affected in 
other States. 

The Board regretted it would not be able 
to make an exhibit .available for the Northam 
Show, but it was considered an exhibit should 
be made at the Royal Agricultural Society's 
Show. 

ELEc:rrON FOR BOARD MEMBERS 
It was agreed to have lists of growers eligible 

to vote available at all regist'ered packing 
houses. It is necessary for growers to be on 
the State Legislative Assembly Electoral Rolls. 

NATIONAL EM'ERGENCY 
The following resolution was made by the 

South Australian St'ate Conference: 
"That this conference of dried frwt 

growers of South Australia offer its support 
·-·to-· the· national authorities in their time of 
need" 

CONFIDENCE IN EXPORT 
CONTROL BOARD 

Control of Industry During 
War 

At the Victorian State Conference, held ac 
Swan 1-Iill on September 6, :i\1r. D. C. Winter
bottom, in moving .. That this conference of 
dried fruits growers in Victoria and New Soui.h 
Wales, assure the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Export Control Board of its loyal support m 
whatever action they may :find necessary to 
take to assure the successful marketing of ex
port quota of dried fruits produced during the 
period of war," said that one feature had im
pressed him after hearing that Britain was at 
war. 

All countries buying our product are at 
war. The Prime Minister appealed to every
one to continue their job. That may mean a 
nonentation of many of our -ideas. In 1914, 
only some 14,000 tons of dried fruits were 
being produced. Today we produce between 
80,000 and 100,000 tons, and to successfully 
market this becomes our problem, and tran
scends anything else from today's agenda. The 
method so successfully conducted during the 
past 20 years may now need some revision, ex
cept for the Commonwealth market, the main 
reasons for this being that insurances for 
United Kingdom and Canada may be unob
tainable unless through the Government. 
Freight space will also be under Government 
control, and may be unobtainable. Future ac
tion of marketing of our products may have to 
be done through the Commonwealth, Canadian 
and United Kingdom and New Zealand Gov
ernments. 

I sincerely believe, added Mr. Winterbottom, 
that this is the only way this industry can De 

handled successfully. The motion was unani
mously carried amidst applause. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Many Matters Considered 
And Approved 

A meeting of the South Australian Dried 
Fruits Board was held on September 20, when 
a long agenda was dealt with. 

The several recommendations of the Consul
tative Committee· relating particularly to gracie 
standards on dried tree fruits were considered 
and generally approved. 

A matter of int'erest was the interim report. 
of the Research Officer (Mr. H. K. Kemp) on 
cultural problems. The report disclosed that 
the research work was proceeding along satis
factory lines and producing results. 

INVESTIGATION OFFICERS' REPORTS 
Reports of the Investigation Officers were 

received and these disclosed a general improve
ment in selling methods by ret'ailers in coun
try centres. The reports also disclosed that 
heavier stocks were being carried and the pub
licity work of the Boards was being reflected 
in the demand generally for higher quality 
fruit. The secretary reported that as a re
sult of the inspector's canvass, a considerable 
quantity of display material and recipe Ooo.li.S 
had been -distributed among retailers and 
others. 

In the matte·r of door classification, the re
port of the grader (Inspector J. A. William
son) on his duties in the Renmark area for the 
season 1939 was submitted. This proved in
formative and the secretary was directed to 
forward excerpts from , the report to the 
South Australian Dried Fruits Packers' Associ
ation, Barmera. 

The minutes of meetings of the Consulta
tive Committee and of the Publicity Commit
tee held in Melbourne on AUgust 14 were sub
mitted and noted. 

TI1e remainder of the meeting was devoted 
to financial and routine business. 
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MR. SLOAN HONORED 
More than 400 growers and invited mem

bers of the district paid a remarkable tribute 
to Mr. Sloan at a social tendered him on the 
eve of his retirement from the managership 
of the Red Cliffs Co-operative Company. 

Letters of appreciation were received from 
the chairman of the Vict'orian and New South 
Wales Dried Fruits Boards, the latter body of 
which Mr. Sloan·was an original member, and 
from the A.D.F.A. Board of Management'. 

Mr. H R. Jones, in outlining the progress 
of the company, paid a tribute to the sound 
management of Mr Sloan and his directors, 
and referred to the increase in the tonnage 
handled since 1924. This had grown from 
som~; 500 tons to the record pack of over 
9000 tons. Mr. Jones referred to the fine 
record of :Mr. F. McGlasson, who was to take 
over the managership, and wished him suc
cess. 

Mr. A. McKinnon, in paying a further tn
bute, said that growers would appreciate the 
sound judgement behind the history of the 
company which, over the years had paid divi
dends amounting to £30,000 and bonus re
bates exceeding £98,000. 

TRlBUTE TO MR. SLOAN 

Dealing with the toast of the evening, the 
chairman of directors, Mr. F. W. P. Hammet, 
said that the company had come to the part
ing of the ways, and all growers sincerely re
gretted the departure of Mr. Sloan. He review
ed his activities as manager fro~ his appoint
ment in 1926, when the company's resources 
were at a lo webb, and when it had been ne
cessary for the directors to look for the best 
brains available. 

They had been fortunate in obtaining the 
services of Mr. Sloa~, who had just retired from 
the position of manager of the Mildura Co-op
erative Co. Mr. Sloan had agreed to accept' 
the position temporarily while the company 
looked for a suitable man. It was fortunate 
for them that Mr. Sloan had remained for 
132 years. 

Mr. Sloan had reorganised the company in 
those days until, largely by conservation and 
candor, they were ·now in a position to weather 
any storm they might meet in the future. 

Mr. H. D. Howie, in supporting the toast, 
said, in Mr. Sloan the industry had always haJ 
a sound friend whose work had been of great 
value. He referred to Mr. Sloan's period of 
service on the Board of Management of the 
association at a time when may difficulties had 
to be overcome. 

Many tributes were added by other speakc1s 
from the industry and the business interests 
a-ssociated With it, and Mr. C. R. Rigg, of the 
Royal Insurance Company, who made a spe
cial visit for the occasion, made an appropri
ate presentation. 

Mr. Hammet then presented Mr. Sloan with 
a booklet expressing in suitable terms the ap
preciation of the company for his services 
This was inscribed by all shareholders. He also 
handed over a travelling case and rug. 

MR. SLOAN'S RESPONSE 

In opening his response with emotion, Mr. 
Sloan thanked the chairman of directors, the 
visitors and the shareholders for the nice 
things which they had said concerning ills 
period of service, but he did not think he de
served it. When he had retired from the 
South African public service 27 years ago, he 
little thought that he would be attendiog .,, 
event to again celebrate his retirement years 
late"!'. 

He referred to his associations with the 
dried fruits industry, and the trials and tri
umphs of the A.D.F.A., particularly io rela
tion to the co-operation of growers as a whole. 

Turning to his association with the Red 
Cliffs company, he said he had joined it when 

MR. A. F. BELL 

Appointed Chairman Central 
Wool Committee 

Mr. A. F. Bell, who since· 19 2 5 has been J 

member of the Export Control Board, has bet:n 
appointed to the important position of Chair
man of the Central Wool Committee formed 
in connection with the proposed acquisition ol 
the Australian wool clip by the Imperial Gov
ernment. 

It is understood that the Government has 
taken into consideration, in selecting the per
sonnel of the committee, the experience gained 
by Mr. Bell in connection with the problems 
of the dried fruit industry as well as hi.'< quali
fications in many other directions. 

The selection of one of the Government 
nominees on the Dried Fruits Control Board 
for the important task which falls to the 
chairman of the Central Wool Committee Will 

be read with much interest by growers in 
dried fruit areas, many of whom have met 
Mr. Bell and his chaJim-an, Mr. Thomas. 

It is understood that, in view of the pres~ 
sure on his time, Mr. Bell proposed to tender 
his resignation as a member of the Dried Fruits 
Control Board, but he did not press this at 
the request of the Minister, who has appointed 
Mr. E. J. Mulvany as Deputy Member for MJ.. 
Bell. 

Mr. Mulvany was the Secretary of the De
partment of Commerce at the time the Dried 
Fruits legislation was passed, and bas through
out been a very good friend of the industty. 
Mr. Bell therefore continues as a member of 
the Board, and a deputy-member has been ap
pointed to relieve him from attendance at the 
Dried Fruits Board meetings. 

In view of the fact that the 19 3 9 harvest 
has now bee·n pJaced, and that the marketing 
problems for the season are over, it seems a 
very happy solutio:n of the position. 

We are certain that the action taken by the 
Minister for Commerce w;H meet with the 
endorsement of all those who have watched 
the work of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board during the past 15 years. 

"""''''''''''"'''''""'""'''"''"'''''''''''''""'''''""'''"""'""""'''''"'"· 

its fortunes were at ·a low ebb. He had set out 
to place the company on a sound basis and 
believed that he had done so. In the early 
days :finance had been difficult, but now he 
was glad that with his retirement the affairs 
of the company- were on a sound footing. Dur
ing his period of service the shed had more 
than doubled in size, and was absolutely fn.e 
of deht, to which was largely due the solid 
support of the shareholders. 

In referring to the employees, he made spe
cial reference t'o the work done by Mr. F. 
Weatherhurn. (Applause). 
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Mr. McGlasson Farewelled 
At Berri 

Representatives of all branches of the 
dried fruits industry, of practically every 
packing house along the Murray, and 
many business connections joined with the 
district grower~ in farew·ell to Mr. F. 
McGlasson, who has resigned the man
agership of the Berri Co-operative Union 
to take the management of the Red Cliffs 
Co-operotive Company. 

THE TOAST OF THE EVENING 
In proposing the toast of the evening, that 

of Mr. Fred McGlasson, the chairman (lvli. 
A. P. Wishart) said that the occasion was one 
that was deeply regretted by the shareholders. 
Mr. McGlasson was leaving the company to 
take on a larger sphere of activities over the 
border at Red Cliffs, and it was their e·ndea
vor to make the representation at this gather
ing as wide as possible so .as to give all organi!i
ations and institutions with whom Mr. Mc
Glasson had been associated an opportunity to 
say farewell. 

Reference was made to the extremely diffi
cult time that the company passed through 
some 16 years .ago. In 1923, when 1v1r. Mc
Glasson took over the position of · nanager of 
the company, the dried fruits pac.:k wa.; ap
proximately 800 tons, and it had reached 
4,972 tons for the 1938 season. The share cap
ital had grow from £2,082 to £15,071, while 
the reserves, which were nil in 1923, had now 
reached the sum of £16,8 3 5. The turnover 
of the company in 1938 represented a quaiter 
of a million pounds. Mr. McGlasson had the 
goodwill of all the Berri shareholders and very 
best wishes for the future were extended also 
to Mrs. McGlasson and the daughter. 

INDUSTRY HAS NO STATE 
BOUNDARIES 

Mr. H. D. Howie (chairman of the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association Board of 
Management) said that the dried fruits in
dustry did not recognise State boundaries ~ 
they were all one big family. He congratu
lated the Red Cliffs people io their new ap
pointment, and said that Mr. McGlasson was 
following a very able man in Mr. Sloan. 

Speaking on behalf of the Dried Fruits 
Board, the chairman (Mr. G. A. W. Pope) M

ti:fied to Mr. McGlasson's help to the indus· 
try when a member of the board. 

PRESENTATIONS 
Prior to calling on Mr. McGlasson to te

spond, Mr. Wishart, on behalf of the Berri 
Co-operative Packing Union, made a presenta
tion of a handsome china cabinet and a writing 
table. Mr. A. G. Ross, of the Royal Insur
ance Co., made a presentation on behalf of 
his firm as a token of long service to the com
pany. 

MR. McGLASSON'S RESPONSE 
Receiving a hearty applause when h.! rose 

to respond, Mr. McGlasson said that after 24 
years' residence in Berri, and having been a 
member of the B.C.P.U. for 21 years, and 
manager for 16 years, he found it difficult to 
say "au revoir." It was gratifying to see so 
many shareholders and so many col
leagues from this and other States. 
During the early years of his association with 
the company he had had some very anxious 
moments. He had set out' to see that re
habilitation of the Murray River Wholesale, 
and it was pleasing to record the trading of 
that company ·amounting to £260,000, in ad
dition to the handling of dried fruits, apples, 
wines and other products. This organisation 
had rendered import'ant services to growers. 

He had seen vital change's in the 16 years 
spent wi:th the company when it had emerged 
from apparent failure to ultimate· success. He 
thought that on behalf of the Board and him
self thanks were greatly due to those who 
stood the risk in the bad days of the company, 
and pleaded with those present to support the 
company in such- a way ·that it' would con~ 
tinue its place in the industry. 
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Frost Losses are Serious • 1n the Murray Valley 
ORCHARD HEATING VALUABLE 

September 24 to 26 seems to be a fatal period for those unfortunate in having 
areas subject to frost damage. Severe losses at Monash and Berri and some 
adjacent areas are reported to be worse than the 1927 damage. Damage in 
Victorian centres is -reported to be comparatively light and is confined to iso
lated blocks, some of which suffered severely. 

No estimate of aggregate losses is available - this will be better known as 
the dormant shoots develop. The unusual indications of fecundity this year 
give some reason to hope that many of these shoots will be fruit bearing. 

DIRECT HEATING 
Direct heating has minimised the loss in 

many instances and there is no doubt that the 
temperature can be held to a safe minimum by 
this method. However, the handling of a 
large number of heaters, the re-fuelling during 
the night, and next' day, presents problems 
where .a six-hour burn has to be faced. This 
was the case in certain areas at Red Cliffs, 
where heaters_ were lit at 1 a.m., the tempera
ture having dropped to 29 degrees, getting as 
low as 23.5 degrees outside the heated area as 
the dawn approached. 

The six-quart heaters had to be burnt at a 
rate sufficient to hold the temperature, mvol
ving the rapid consumption of oil, and the 
problem of re-fuelling heaters on areas of more 
than three acres became a difficult one. A 
number of heaters were left unlit with the 
view of setting them going to counteract the 
later inevitable fall towards dawn, also to hold 
a safe margin ·whilst re-fuelling was being dOne 
in the burning pots. 

Unfortunately, the stage when the temper
ature necessitated an increase in heat develop
ment and more pot's had to be lit, coincided 
with the time for the maximum of re-fuelling 
still to be completed. A fall of 3 degrees in 
40 minutes left the vines vulnerable long 
enough for some damage to take place, and 
shoots were noted to have ice on them when 
the temperature got just under 27 degrees. 
As the heaters again picked up the tempera
ture this ice was seen to disappear, but the 
damage had been done. 

LESSON TO BE LEARNED 
The le·sson to be learned where two men 

were looking after 420 heaters, with a horse
drawn tank, is that it is necessary to provide 
enough six-quart pots that will hold the tem
perature even though they are burning slowly 
to last six hours. 

The spreader on the Simpson pot allow~. 
too fast a rate and the lid has to be inverted 
and slid across the top. The square pot with 
the sliding lid is better suited. Probably the 
better way is to use three-gallon heaters that 
will burn faster, using less of them, for six 
hours. Fifty to the acre, with allowance for 
banking on the boundaries, burning at the rate 
allowed by the spreader of the Simpson heate:r, 
or the Protector heater half open, are enough 
to hold the· temperature at a safe margin even 
with the severe frosts that were experienced. 

SAFE TEMPERATURE 

SAVES MADE 
Notwithstanding the temporary loss of con

trol, very definite saves were made. Areas 
adjacent to the protected plots are simply de
nude of shoots-a striking example of what 
could have happened to the slightly lower
lying protected areas had they not been heated. 

Some experiences in South Australia, report
ed in the "Murray Pioneer," are of interest. 
Speaking on this at a conference with the 
Minister of Irrigation, which met to discuss 
relief measures, Mr. L. H. Maddern dealt 
mainly with the prevention of frost by vine
yard heating. Results of experiments carried 
out during the recent frosts showed that it 
was possible. to heat and protect a given area 
by means of heaters placed 60 to the acre, 
even when oUtside minimum had been as low 
as 24.5, but the costs and the economic posi
tion had also to be considered. He did not 
think it practicable· to heat a whole block, as 
many other questions such as available labor 
and the general cost would rule it out. It was 
impossible for one man to look after from 180 
to 200 heaters which would represent about 
three acres, but on account of the possible 
vicinity of re-fuelling that was the limit 
which one could manage. 

HEATING AT MONASH 
From Monash, it is stated that a certain 

amount of heating has been resorted to, but 
it is mainly in the experime·ntal stages. Even 
over the period of these latest frosts there have 
naturally been slight mistakes made by those 
who were resorting to direct heating because 
the actual lighting up had to be made at as 
early an hour as 2 a.m., and the temperature 
maintained at a safe level until after sunrise, 
a period of over four hours. The results of 
heating are apparent from the appearance of 
the Vines after the three disastrous nights. 

USE OF OILS TO DELAY BUD BlJRST 
An interesting experiment is being conduct

ed at Monash on the ten-acre sultana property 

FROM CANADA 

of Mr. Arthur Hunt on the main Morgan 
road. This particular patch of vines is sus
ceptible to frost and offers every facility for 
carrying out the experimental work which has 
as its main objective the delaying of the bud
burst in order to escape the danger of the Sep
tember frosts. 

The ide·a behind this latest experL.-nent,. 
which is being conducted by the Shell Com
pany, originated from a report brought bac'k 
by Dr. Meier, on his return from Europe. A 
German scientist claimed to have delayed bud
burst of vines for a period of 21 days. · Ti1c 
company carrying out the experiment obtained 
a certain amount of information from Ger
many through its London Office, but this was. 
not as extensive as they would have desired. 
However, it was ascertained that by means of 
spraying with crude linseed oil, boiled linseed 
oil, or paraffin oil, a delay of up to 21 days 
had been obtained. 

Paraffin oil is the base 9f the trials being. 
conducted at Monash. In the experrmental 
patch of 11 rows of vines, five different sprays 
are being used, and the results will be carefully 
watched during the next few weeks. The· 
sprays are being applied in three different ap
plications, one six weeks before bud-burst, an
other four weeks before bud-burst, and the 
third two weeks prior to the normal bursting: 
of the young buds. Each row of 4 5 vines is 
set off in nine sections each of five vines with 
a check row between each experjmental row. 

It is claimed that, although the budburst is. 
delayed, when the young shoots appear rarid 
growth is made on account of the stimulating. 
effect o.f the spray, 

INTERESTING COMMENT 
Some comments by :Mr. Weste, "Nemo," ol 

the «Murray Pioneer," are of interest in view 
of the fact that the tests have coincided with a 
severe visitation. He stat"es, after visitmg the 
area: 

"On looking over the vines, there can be 
no doubt that the bud burst has been delayed 
on certain of the· treated vines, but how many 
of the buds remain unaffected by frost cannot 
yet be determined. The next week or so will 
show an interesting picture on comparing the 
untreated vines with the sprayed ones. Sev
eral dormant buds were cut off and examined. 
A few take·n from the sprayed vines appeared 
to be quite normal, while on the untreated 
vines a greater percentage seemed to be deadp 
As only a few buds were examined, the com
parison may have only been one of chance, and 
not reflected a true story." 

On the night previous to the severe freeze, 
vines that' had stood 28 degrees for several 
hours-the shoots being up to five inches
s-howed no sign of damage next day. How
ever, a sudden fall of such severity as men
tioned must be watched for under certain con
ditions forecast by the prevailing weather re
ports, and on such nights a margin of heat 
should be provided to meet the danger. 

fROM Canada come manufactured and 
partially manufactured goods in return for 

Australia's exports to Canada of dried fruits and 
other primary products. When Australians and 
Canadians buy each other's goods they are pro
moting the mutual prosperity of both countries. 
Buy Canadian Products - some of them are 
listed to the right. For further information consult: 

CANADIAN 
PRODUCTS 
Tools, tool handles, 
canned fish, farm 
machinery, electric 
and gas stoves, 
dress and furnishing 
textiles, oilcloths, 
brake linings, paper 
products, softwood 
timber, washing 
machines toys, 
clocks, watches, etc, 

In the recent battle growers were faced with 
conserving oil and keeping just above the 
safety margin, knowing that, from the time 
of lighting a tremendous amount of work re~ 
fuelling was ahead of them. They were 
caught by the extraordinarily sudden fall. 
Burning at a higher rate and holding a safer 
margin the re-fuelling problem became ex
tremely serious. 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT TRADE COMMISSIONER 
Box 3952 V, G.P.O., Sydney 83 William St., Melbourne. 
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New South Wales Dried Fruits Act, 1939 
PROVISIONS OF NEW LEGISLATION 

To Operate as from October 3rd, 1939 
The New South Wales Dried Fruits Act, 1939, received Royal assent on August 
4. It contains a provision that the Act shall commence upon a day to be ap
pointed by the Governor and notified by proclamation published in the Govern
ment Gazette. The Governor has appointed October 3, 1939, as the day upon 
which the Act shall commence. 

At a meeting of the Australian Agricultural 
Council held last year it was decided that all 
States producing dried fruits should amend 
their Dried Fruits Acts to: 

(a) make them uniform; 
(h) provide for the annual registration of 

packing-houses expiring December 31 
each year; the granting, renewal or 
transfer of such registrations to be in 
the sole discretion of the Governor-in
Ca.uncil. 

Subsequently, the Dried Fruits Boards ol 
the various States conferred and decided upon 
uniform legislation. In Victoria the whole of 
the then existing legislation was repealed and 
new legislation substituted. The new Victoria.t~ 
Act was assented to on November 28, 1938. 
In South Australia, the then existing legislation 
was .amended to make it uniform in principle 
with the new Victorian legislation. The South 
Australian Amending Act was assented to on 
December 15, 1938. A. Bill was prepared in 
New South Wales t'o repeal the whole of the 
existing legislation and substitute in lieu there
of legislation uniform not only in principle, 
but also, so far as practicable, in actual verbi
age, with the new Victorian legislation. Tlus 
New South Wales legislation will be placed on 
the Statute books as from October 3, 1939, 
by the Governo-r's proclamation. Owing to 
pressure of other important business, it was 
not possible for the New South Wales Parlia
ments t'o deal with the revised New South 
Wales legislation earlier. 

The main amendments in the new law 
which vary from the existing New South 
Wales law are: 

REGISTRATION OF PACKING HOUSES. 
Under the law which will be repealed by the 

new Act, packing-houses are registered by the 
New South Wales Dried Fruits Board. The 
registrations expire on December 31 in each 
year, and may be transferred at any time dur
ing their currency. The renewal and trans
fer of the registrations are also matters for the 
Board to deal with. The law provides that an 
application for registration of any new pack
ing-house in any part of New South Wales 
may be refused by the Board if, in the opinion 
of the Board, there are in that part of New 
South Wales sufficient packing-houses capable 
of, and available for, dealing with the dried 
fruits produced in that part of New South 
Wales. There appears to be an implied right 
to the registration of packing-houses under 
all other circumstances, and also to the re
newal and transfer of registration. 

Under the new law the granting, renewal, 
or transfer of registration of packing-houses 

is placed in the sole discretion of the Governor
in-Council, which means that any application 
for registration or for renewal or t'ransfer 
thereof can be· reviewed by the Governor-in
Council. 

GROWERS 
Under the existing law a grower is a person 

who produces more than 5-cwt. of any vari
ety of dried vine fruits, mo.re than 5 -cwt. oi 
dried prunes, or more than 3 -cwt. of any var
iety of other dried tree fruits. Under the new 
law a grower will be any person who is en
gaged in the production of dried fruits. Th1s 
means that in the future there will be no ex
emption so far as growers are· concerned. ln 
other words, if a person engages in the pro
duction of dried fruits, either as his main liv
ing or as a sideline, he will be a grower, no 
matter how small .a quantity he produces, and 
his production will be subject to the provisions 
of the Act. 

Under the present law growers m·e re
quired to register with, tbe Board. Under 
tbe new law tbey will not be required to 
ngiste-r. All dried fruits must be sent 
to a registered packi.ng-}Joztse, and the
production of all growers can be checked 
tbere. 

DEALERS 
Under the existing law dealers are required 

to register with the Board and to render re
turns to the Board of the dealings. Under the 
new legisLation dealers will not be requ1red to 
register with the Board. This means that 
anyone will be at liberty to deal with dried 
fruits. and only packing-houses will be con
trolled. Complete regulation of the fruits 
can be achieved under this method, as all dried 
fruits produced must be sent to registered 
packing-houses. A grower can send his dried 
fruits to a registered packing-house on behalf 
of a dealer. There is, however, power in the 
new legislation for the B.Qard, if necessary, to 

call upon any person who handles dried fru1ts 
to render returns of such drie'd fruits to the 
Board. 

COMPULSORY ACQUIS{TION 
The existing power to compulsorily acquire 

dried fruits will be repealed and will not be 
re-enacted in the new Legislation. This power 
has never been used in New South Wales. 

GROWERS' QUALIFICATIONS 
TO VOTE 

Under the new law, in order to be eligible to 
vote at elections of members of the New 
South Wales Dried Fruits Board, a grower must 
have produced:-

( a) During the then current season or dur
ing one of the tWO preceding seasons, 

more than 5 -cwt. of dried vine fruits; 
(b) during the then current season, or dur

ing each of at least. three of the :five 
preceding seasons, more than 5 -cwt. of 
dried tree fruits. 

These provisions will prevent growers of 
small quantities dominating an election. 
There are some dried tree fruit producets with 
only a few trees or vines as a sideline, their 
main activities and' living being citrus or other 
such crops. They should not have the same 
voting powers as the grower who is totally de
pendent on dried fruits. It will be noted, 
however, that the quantity to be produced m 
order to secure eligibility to vot'e has been k-ept 
low,- and that the eligibility is not based on 
one season. The reason for this is that a 
grower's crop may be affected in any particu
lar season by pests, diseases or adverse seasonal 
circumstances. A longer period has been 
adopted for dried tree fruits than for dried 
vine fruits, as in the case of dried apricots, 
peaches, etc., some growers do not dry in sea
sons when cannery prices are attractive. 
VOTING BY COMPANIES, FIRMS, ETC. 

A new provision has been inserted in the le
vised Act to ensure that only one person will 
be qualified to vote at elections of members of 
the Board in respect of any one property, and 
to empower nominees of companies, .firms, 
partnerships, executors, etc., to vote. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE BOARD 
Under the present law the contributmns to 

the Board for administrative expenses are 
made by growers on a basis of product10n. The 
contributions are collected from the packing
houses on behalf of the growers. 

Under the new law the contributions will be 
collected direct from the packing-houses. This 
amendment makes no difference in prmciple, 
as no doubt the packing houses will still charge 
the growers. 

While it was not thought that there was any 
legal difficutly in regard to the existing method 
of payment of contributions, the High Court 
in Hartley & Ors. v. Walsh, upheld the valid
ity of contributions payable direct by packing
houses, and it was therefore considered advis
able, whilst otherwise amending the Act, to 
adopt this method. 

DRIED FRUITS NOT PACKED IN 
REGISTERED PACKING HOUSES 

The existing regulation by which it is an 
offence to sell or purchase dried fruits which 
have not been ·packed, graded and treated at 
registered packing-houses has been incorpor
ated in the new Act. The validity of these 
provisions was also upheld by the High Court 
in Hartley and Ors. v. Walsh. The provisions 
are so important to the regulation of the dried 
fruits industry th~t it was considered desirable 
to include them in the Act iself rather than 
to retain them in the regulations. The provi
sions, inter alia, ensure the hygienic treatment 
and proper paCking of dried fruits, and .are to 
a large degree responsible for the maintenance 
of the high standard and good name of Aus
tralian dried fruits. 

FORFEITURE OF "BOOTLEGGED" 
FRUITS 

A new provision has been included in the 
revised Act by which a court of competent 
jurisdiction, in addition to imposing a penalty 
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for the sale of dried fruits which have not' 
been packed at a registered packing-house, may 
orde·r such dried fruits to be forfeited to His 
Majesty the King. 

As the home consumption price of dried 
fruits is more remunerative than the export 
price, there seems to be a temptation amongst 
a selfish minority to endeavor to seU on the 
home market in excess of the quotas. A spect
ally trained inspe·ctor is employed by the Dried 
Fruits Boards to police these practices, and h1s 
efforts have been crowned with success. 

Power is taken under the new legis
lation to deal as drastically as possible wit'h 
.any who, in future, may endeavor to take a 
greater advantage of the home consumption 
price than they are entitled to. Fruits which 
are bootlegged are not passed through regis
tered packing-houses. This illegal traffic cre
ates the utmost discontent in the industry, and 
prevents the under-lying principle and mottve 
..,f the legislation being given effect to. 

Growers wbo m·e loyal to the existing 
system under which they accept tbe lower 
overseas price for a proportion of their 
products ,resent persons illegally taking 
full advantage of the higher home con
sumption price. F1·uit thus ~rbootlegged" 
reaches the consumer in an ungraded, and 
often dirty, state arnd is a menace to the 
industry. 

In order to maintain the high standard of 
the Australian pack the Dried Fruits Boards, 
out of the contribution paid by growers, em
ploy inspectors at packing-houses to see that 
the fruit is properly packed, graded and hy
gienically treated. "'Bootlegged" fruit is not 
passed through a packing-house, and thus de
stroys the good reputation of the Australian 
pack. It also undermines the publicity cam
paign which is conducted by the Dried Fruits 
Boards of the various States. 

Under the· new legislation "bootlegged' 
fruit will be forfeited, and it is thought that 
this will be a further deterrent to persons en
gaging in the· practice, which, as already 
stated, has, by the activities of the· inspector, 
been reduced to the minimum. 

DRJED FRIDTS UNFIT FOR PACKING 
A further new provision in the revised Act 

gives a dried fruits inspect'or power:-
( a) To prevent any dried fruits which are 

not in a fit condition for processing or 
packing from being received into a 
packing-house or store; 

(b) to order the removal from any packing
house or store of any dried fruits which 
are not in a fit condition for processing 
or packing. 

POWERS OF INSPECTION 
Under the existing law an inspector has 

power to enter, at reasonable times, for the 
purposes of inSpecting dried fruits, any place 
where he knows dried fruits are. 

This provision has been amplified in the new 
Act by giving the inspector additional powers 
to enter) at reasonable time, places where he 
believes or suspects that dried fruits are. 
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PENALTY FOR OBSTRUCTING AN 
INSPECTOR 

The new Act makes it an offence for any 
person to ,in any way resist, interfere with, 
hinder or obstruct an inspector in the exercise 
or discharge of any power, authority, duty or 
function given to the inspector under the leg
islation. 

The penalty provided for such obstruction 
is a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds, or 
imprisonment for a term of not more than s1x 
months. 

DOOR CLASSIFICATION 
Last year the Victorian Dried Fruits Board 

adopted a practice of classification of dried 
fruits at the door of packing-houses immedi
ately on delivery by the grower, so that the 
grower would know in advance how his fruit' 
would be graded. The syste·m has worked very 
satisfactorily. If a grower is dissatisfied with 
the classification, the fruit ls stored separately 
for further inspection by a grader. 

Power has been taken in the new legislation 
to apply door classification to packing-houses 
situated in New South Wales. 

DRIED FRillTS TO BE REGARDED AS 
EVIDENCE 

The new legislation provides that in any 
action, suit or proceedings, the production of 
any return furnished undet the Act or the 
regulations, purporting to be signed by or on 
behalf of any person liable to furnish returns 
under the Act or the Regulations, to the 
Board shall be prima facie evidence· of the par
ticulars or the information given in the return, 
and that such return was made by the person 
liable to furnish the same or on behalf o£ 
whom the return purports to be· signed. 

ANNUAL REPORT 
Under the new legislation it is necessary for 

the annual report of the New South Wales 
Dried Fruits Board to be sent each year t.'o 
growets of dried fruits. 

GENERAL 
Other than the foregoing, the provlSlons of 

the new legislation may be said to be re-enact
ments of the provisions of the existing law, or 
amendments thereto in verbiage without al
tering the purport. 

As indicated, the new Act is uniform with 
the new legislation of Victoria as far as pos
sible, not only in principle but in actual ver
biage. The constitution of the New South 
Wale·s Dried Fruits BOard is different from 
the constitution of the Victorian Dried Fru~ts 
Board. The constitution of the Boards has 
not been altered in any way as the conditions 
existing in the several States call for different 
forms of constitution of the Boards so far as 
the number of members is concerned. It has 
therefore not been possible to obtain uniform
ity in matters appertaining to the constitution 
of the Boards, such as election of members, 
division of the State for the purposes of elec
tions, etc. 

Regulations under the new act are now in 
course of compilation, and these also in New 
South Wiles ·will be uniform so far as prac
ticable with the new Victorian Regulat'ions. 

VICTORIAN DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD 

Queensland Packing 
U n:processed Fruit 

At the August meeting of the Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board, the Chairman (Mr. Par
ker J. Moloney) reported that Lambert Pro
ducts Pty. Ltd. had been fined £5 with 
£5/9/6 costs for a breach of Section 21 of the 
Dried Fruits Act. 

Reports were received from graders regard
ing the unsatisfactory classing of fruit in cer
tain packing houses in the Nyah-Woorinen 
area, and it was decided that the licence of 
one classer concerned should not be renewed 
for 1940. 

Mr. Moloney reported that, after a confer
ence between the Deputy Chairman of the 
Board (Mr. F. M. Read), Mr. E. ]. Mulvany, 
Mr. W. Sumner, the secretary of the Board> 
and himself, a full statement of the indus
try's case against further plantings had been 
prepared and arrangements made for its sub
mission to the Minister for Commerce. The 
Board adopted a recommendation of the Con
sultative Comp1ittee that the proposed regu
lations re·garding the elimination of small 
prunes should not be proceeded with, but' it 
was decided that prunes of a count 100 to 
120 should be classed as .. Standard" or 
"Plain" only, and that "Smalls" should not be 
given any other descriptive term. 

The chairman reported that it had been 
found that certain unprocessed fruit' was 
being taken to Queensland and packed. In 
this connection, Mr. Moloney, with the secre
taries of the three· Boards, had interviewed 
Mr. Bulcock, the Queensland Minister for Ag
riculture, and pointed out that, apart from 
breaking down the system of control, th1s 
procedure meant that the Queensland public 
would not be supplied with dried fruit which 
had been properly processed and graded. Mt. 
Bulcock, in r~ply, offered his help, and pro
posals are to be made to him to overcome tills 
difficulty. Most of the other business was 
of a formal nature·, 

After the meeting, the Board had a long 
conference with the supervisors and graders to 
discuss the operation of the regulations re
garding classing at pac·king house doors this. 
season. The Board also decided that in Cc
tober it would hold a conference of represen
tatives of all interested in this matter, viz.,. 
growers, packers, graders and classers. 

TAXES 
When you buy !-lb. of tea at 2/-, you pay 

in taxation (approximately) 5fd.; six packets 
of cigarettes for 3/-, 1/7:!; 2-oz. tobacco for 
1/10, 1/1; a dozen matches for 6d., f-d.; two 
packets of cigarette-papers for 6d., 3d.; six 
glasses of ale for 3/-, I/-; 3 gallons of petrol 
for 4/9, 1/10{. We could enumerate many 
more items that are heavily taxed, but from 
the above six items it will be seen that in at 

purchase of 15/7 you pay in taxes 6/4. 

Lots of New Life Buy the handy drum with the 

p,atent pourer spout. Contains 

4 1-6 Imp. Gallons. 

(in all S.A.E. Grades) 

KEEPS MOTORS YOUNG 

Made by the Mercury Process 

S.A. DISTRIBUTORS: 

R. A. Haynes, 
20 Franklin St., Adelaide. 

VIC. DISTRIBUTORS: 

Rsimsay & Treganowan L~d: 

475 Latrobe Street, 
Melbourne C.1. 
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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETING 
Commonwealth Distribution 

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS OF POLICY 
Features of the minutes of the August meeting of the Board that are of immedi
ate interest to growers are given at this late date as, unfortunately, the Dried 
Fruits News had been published just previous to the meeting. 
A considerable portion of the meeting was devoted to discussions in regard to 
the Commonwealth distribution, and the Board met members of the Merchants' 
Ass~ciation and dealt with several important questions of policy. 

A letter was received from Mr. P. Malloch, 
making application for leave o.f absence for 
approximately six months, and it was agreed 
to grant the request. 

DRIED FRUITS FOR DISTILLATION 
Mr. H. D. Howie submitted a te1egram re

ceived from the General Secretary, Federal 
Viticultural Council, dated June 16, as fol
lows:-

"Resolution adopted at meeting Federal 
Viticultural Council that Australian Dried 
Fruits AssOciation be advised that Council 1::> 

grateful to Association for its offer of co
operation in disposal of surplus grapes both 
fresh and dried, but that in view large sto~ks 
of both wine and spirit the Council cannot 
recommend the use of dried fruit for distilla
tion purposes for fortification of present wine 
or 1940 vintage. CounCil further resolved 
to give every assistance to A.D.F.A. to induce 
Federal Government to encourage use of dried 
fruit spirit for industrial and scientific put
poses by the grant of a preferential duty 
thereon.'' 

Messrs. E. D. Sims and A. H. 
Fraser reported that they had inter
viewed the Minister of Customs, Mr. J. 
N. Lawson, on July 7, in Adelaide, when the 
views of the Association were again placed be
fore the Minister. At this conference·, the 
Minist'er expressed his appreciation of the fac<.s 
which had been brought under notice and sa1d 
he would give sympathetic considetation to 
our reque.st and assured delegates tha~ he 
would consult his officers on the situation. 

It was with regret that the Board learnt 
of letter received from the Comptroller
General of Customs, dated August 9, .advising 
that the Minister had decided not to permit the 
use during !939 of dried fruit for the pro
duction of spirit for fortifying wine eligible 
for bounty under the Wine Export Bounty Act 
1934. 
GOLDEN WEST FRUIT PACKING CO. 

PTY.LTD. 

be asked to investigate the subject at an eaily 
date. 

The Wool Growers' Council asked whethet 
the Association could advise them what actior 
had been taken to secure tariff protection ±or 
the dried fruits industry. It was decided to 
advise the Australian Woolgrowers' Counctl 
that it had not been necessary for the dried 
fruits industry to apply for tariff protection, 
as dried fruits had always been subject to a 
duty. 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
It was decided that the next board meetmg 

be held in Melbourne just prior to the Federal 
Council Meeting, which is scheduled to take 
place on October 24. 

FURTHER PLANTING OF VINES FOR 
DRIED FRUITS 

The chairman reported that a statement had 
been prepared and presented to the Minis~er 
for Commerce, and that the subject was listed 
for discussion at the Agricultural Council 
meeting being held in Melbourne at the present 
time. 

Strong representations have been made 
against the further planting of vines for the· 
production of dried fruit, as it is considered 
that the present area is ample for all require
ments, unless further markets can be 
developed. 

VICTORIAN CENTRAL CITRUS 
ASSOCIATION PTY. LTD. 

A letter was received from the Victorian 
Central Citrus Association Pty. Ltd., dated 
July 5, passing on a resolution which was car
ried at a meeting of representatives of the 
Citrus Organisations of Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia, as follows:-

«That this meeting representing users ot 
irrigation water in the Murray, ¥urrumbidgee, 
and Goulburn irrigation areas, views with con
cern the future of the water supply for those 
areas, and urges the appointment of a small 
representative committee whose duty it would 
be to persuade the various governments con-

cerned to take the necessary action to saf~guard 
the supply for the future, also that other 
organisations of primary producers whose live
lihood depends on an adequate supply of irriga
tion water, be approached, with a view to se
curing their co-operation." 

The Board, whilst in sympathy with the re
solution, pointed out that the local branches 
of the Association have taken steps to bring 
the matter before the irrigation authorities. 

SULTANAS 
A request was received from a distributmg 

agent, asking that they be allowed to import 
the higher grades of sultanas, in view of the 
shortage at the present time. 

It was decided to advise that the Association 
could not accede to the request, but should, in 
view of the difficult season experienced by sul
tana growers, ask for co-operation and loyalty 
to induce customers to accept the lower 
grades. 
THE PRODUCERS' PACKING CO. LTD., 

BRISBANE 
A letter was received from the Producers' 

Packing Co. Ltd, Brisbane, advising that they 
had taken over the· Farmers' Co-op. Distribut
ing Association in Brisbane, and making appli
cation to be listed as agents in Brisbane. 

It was agreed that the request be granted. 

RAIL FREIGHT ALLOWANCE 
A letter was received from a distributing 

agent, advising that :mother distributing agent 
had made an allowance for rail freight on frmt 
delivered in a producing centre 

The secretary reported that the matter had 
been investigated and that the parties concern
ed had agreed not to continue the· practice. 

DEHYDRAJ'ION 
Several inquirie·s were received from New 

Zealand, seeking information regarding the 
dehydration of fruit, also inquiring as to 
whether dehydrating by mechanical means 
was an economical proposition. 

The secretary was reque·sted to reply to the 
inquirie·s, advising that in Australia it is not 
considered economical to dehydrate fruit, ex 
cept as a means of finishing off fruit m the 
event' of bad weather conditions. 

DRIED FRUITS FOR 
CHILDREN 

The Victorian Ladies' Golf Union have de
cided to make a gift of food for the use o£ chil
dren being evacuated from London areas. On 
the advice of Dr. Dale, health officer for the 
Melbourne· City Council, arrangements have 
been made to include a large percentage of dried 
fruits in the consignment1 which will aiso in
dude cheese and powdered milk. The chairman reported the result o£ his re

cent visit to New Zealand, on the operations 
of the Golden West Fruit Packing Co. Pty. 
Ltd. in New Zealand, in relation to dried 
fruits. lrymple Packing Pty. Ltd. 

VINE FRUIT QUOTAS-SEASON 1939 
A survey of the stock position and the 

quotas require·d for various markets was made, 
but it was decided not to make any alterati~'n 
in the quotas already announced. 

MR. H. R. SLOAN 
The Board learnt with re·gret that Mr. H. R. 

Sloan was resigning his position as manager of 
the Red Cliffs Co-op. Packing Co. ttd. and 
intended to retire fro busness. It was de
cide·d to send Mr. Sloan a letter of appreciation 
for his services to the Australian dried fruits 
industry. 

AUSTRALIAN WOOLGROWERS' 
COUNCIL 

A letter was received from the Australian 
Woolgrowers' Council, advising that they were 
.applying to the Commonwealth Government 
for a subsidy on wool, and it was anticipated 
tha~ the Commonwealth Tariff Board would 

MILDURA 

Packers 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

AT OPERATING 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager. 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
(By A V. LYON!, M.Ag.Sc.) 

FROSTS 
VERY PATCHY IN OCCURANCE 

Except for frosts, which did considerable 
damage in places, the season so far has been 
satisfactory~ This ye·ar's frosts C'ame on Sep
tember 21 and 22, and fortun~tely was very 
patchy in its occurrance. Reports are that 
there is considerable damage around 1v1onash 
in South Australia; and we have seen consider
able damage in the South-east portion of Red 
~liffs, and isolated patches in other parts of 
the Mildura settlement. No unusual feature;. 
in reference to the frost have come under 
notice. 

Oil-burning gave satisfactory relief; as .also 
did irrigation where applied just before the 
frost. Greatest damage is on vineyards noL 
watered at the time of the frost; and on those 
which had been watered rather too long to 
give protection. 

Weeds under the vines were very much in 
evidence on many of the frosted blocks, and 
certainly contributed to the extent of the 
damage. 

Considering the dried fruit industry as a 
whole, this year's frosts will not so far make 
much difference to the pack, though we must 
sympathise with the individuals unfortunate 
enough to be damaged. . 

APPLE MOTH 
MORE PREY ALENT THAN USUAL 

One must be pessimistic this year on this 
question. The first brood arises early in the 
season, and there seems to be many more grubs 
than usual this year. 

A few facts in reference to this pest are 
worth repeating:-

!. The insect (c.acoon) over-winters in the 
bark of trellis posts and vines, and the moths 
emerge to lay eggs on the young- Shoots as they 
come out. 

2. Damage at this stage is usually very 
slight, as the larvae feed mainly on the leaves, 
though they do nipp off a few fruit ends. 

3. The main damaging brood develops on 
the bunches just after setting. The bnnch 
protection spray, applied, after wrapping on 
the shoots, to the exposed bunches, gives the 
maximum protection obt'ainable. There are 
too many leaves for efficient treatment after 
this, though sprays naturally do some good. 

4. The spray used is arsenate of lead at 1 
lb. to 40 gallons for powder, and I lb. to 20 
gallons if paste is used. The spray may be 
incorporated in Bordeaux. 

5. One important point must be stressed. 
The grubs do not take the arsenate of lead 
after they are well grown, and treatment at 
this stage is of little use as they feed on un-

protected parts of the foliage. The best kill 
is on the very young grubs on the bunches 
just after setting. 

6. Damage shows late in the year, nght up 
to picking, and tak~s the form of cob.webby 
bunches associated with broken and diseased 
berries. 

TIPPING AND TOPPING 
DEPRESSES YIELD 

The pruning dasses at Red Cliffs have re
awakened interest in the treatment of the vine. 
One very bad feature is the spoiling of next 
year's fruiting cane by topping too close thh 
spring. 

This traditional practice is associated with 
the legend that the laterals at the end of a 
cane are good fruiting wood. In actual fact, 
they are very poor fruiting wood, and often 
have nothing on them at all. 

Topping is usual to remove the ends of long 
shoots which get in the road of the tillage 
implements. Its general effect is to depress 
yields, and we have se·en many cases this win
ter where the pruning wood is adversely af
fected. 

Topping or rather tipping, has little· place in 
the treatment of the sultana shoot. It has a 
value in increasing the "set" of currants if 
done just before cincturing; and in some cases 
may help to bring out laterals which keep the 
sun-burn off gordos. 

There is now universal agreement, support
ed by experimental evidence, that topping de
presses vigor in a vine, and ultimately depresses 
yield except' on the strongest vines. 

PRUNING CLASSES AT RED CLIFFS 
SERVED A VERY USEFUL PURPOSE 
This movement has now been carried on for 

two years, and has for its main purpuse the 
instruction o.f young men in vine pruning. 
Approximately 80 members attended the first 
year, many of whom obtained pruning certifi
cates and dropped out. Under these circum
stances an attendance of over 40 for the sec·· 
ond year was most' satisfactory. 

The instruction of the young me·mbers was 
not the only advantage. Many growers at
tended from time to time, and frank discus
sions and critical examinations of the practices 
and the results. As a result some very bad prac
tices should disappear from Red Cliffs. Chief 
among these are over-loading the vine so that 
neither the fruit or the wood develops proper
ly; lack of precaution to preserve shape·, result
ing in drastic cutting and dead wood; and 
above all insufficient care in the selection ot 
the best fruiting wood. 

These factors have been give·n prominance; 
and in addition the T piece t'rellis has been 
demonstrated, and is already being taken up 

on a limited scale for a number of years. 
Altogether, the pruning classes at Red Cliffs 

have served a very useful purpose and the Re
search Committee of the Red Cliffs branch of 
the A.D.F.A. are congratulated on the succ~1.s 
of the movement. 

THE BUD BURST - A HIGH 
PERCENTAGE AND SATISFACTORY 
The forecast for a high percentage of buds, 

made last winter, has now been confirmed. 
There is a very high percentage of fruit-buds, 
and what we term the potential crop is very 
satisfactory. 

The strong canes, as expected, have· fruit 
well out along the canes, the only weak fea
ture being the· short growth on small and poor
ly developed canes which it was necessary to 
lay down in some cases. 

The bud-burst was on the whole a week or 
a little more later than usual. We do not 
like this very much, as unless we· get a very 
good season, with plenty of heat and sunlight, 
the present lag in development may continue. 
On this account, special measures are advisable 
this year to follow the grape maturation and 
the vine development. A need of the grape 
settlements is to modify all practic·es, particu
larly the method and time of the pre-harvest 
irrigations, so that maturation is not checked, 
and ripening is obtained as early as possible. 

A special study is being made of this phase 
of irrigation in the Cardross section of the 
Red Cliffs area, and it is planned to interest 
growers in the results obtained this ye·ar. 

OIDIUM NEEDS WATCHING 
Special warnings have been necessary for the 

last year or two. Oidium was not very bad 
last year, as the season generally was hot and 
fine. 

The main criticism of oidium treat·ment is 
that the sulphuring is too late in many ca[)es. 
It should start at flowering, and continue at 
regular intervals. The weather so far has 
been fine with little· rain. 

Black spot should not trouble us as the canes 
last year were very clean, and there is no need 
for special warnings unless October proves a 
wet month. On the present conditions, the 
control of apple moth and oidium appear to 
be the chief essentials. These need watching 
every year. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
asse·rt their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL ..... . 

PAID-UP CA,PITAL .. 

£100,000 

£99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

G 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 5 6.81 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrymple) Dip 

AGENCIES: 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. 

A.M.P. Society. 
London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant~ 

Aurora for Service 
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