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THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ASSOCIATION 
Possible Outlet for Distillery Fruit 

LABOR FOR HARVESTING 
At a meeting of the Board of Management held on September 26, several 
matters that are of particular interest to growers were dealt with. The difficult 
problem of the disposal of dried fruits suitable for distillation was discussed in 
the light of the possibility of other outlets now that this fruit has been ruled to 
be ineligible for spirit bounty. Compared with the rate of approximately 
£14-£15 per ton which this avenue W\Ould have returned, the rates for the 
several others being investigated are very low. 

Dealing with this matter, Mr. Howie re
ported that he had discusse.d with Messrs. Mc
Leay, Minster of Customs, and Cameron, Min
ister of Commerce, the question of using sub
standard dried fruit :for stock-feed. It was 
understood that it will be necessary for relief 
to be afforded graziers in the drought-stricken 
areas and if it could be' arranged for the dis
tiHery fruit which is on hand to be supplied 
to graziers, it would afford a means of dispos
ing of same, in view of the fact that at present 
it is not possible to use dried fruit for the 
manufacture of spirit for the fortification of 
wine. Messrs. McLeay and Cameron had 
suggested that the Association should place a 
proposal before them and itJ was arranged that 
this would be done. 

The see:retary submitted correspondence 
that had passed between Mr. R. A. Haynes 
and :Mr. P. G. Holmes Hunt, Director of Sub
stitute· Fuels, Department of Supply and De-
velopment, Me<lbourne, and as the result of 
this correspondence it had been arranged that 
tests were to be made in South Australia re
garding the use of spirit from dried fruits 
~ith petrol. At the present time it is not pos
sible to give any results of these experiments. 

LABOR FOR HARVESTING 
The secretary reported that, in accordance 

with the decision at the previous board meet-
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ing, in company with Mr. H. R. Jones, he had 
int_erviewed the Director of Education for Vic
toria, and also Sir Carl Jess, chairman of the 
Man-Power Committee, regarding the closing 
of certain schools and the release of soldiers 
from camps, during the dried fruits harvest 
time. However, with the definite develop
ments of drought conditions in the wheat 
areas and the suspension of further recruiting 
for the army advice was received from Mil
dura notifying that, in the opinion of repre
sentatives, there should be labor available from 
the Mallee and Wimmera wheat areas for the 
coming season, and by extending the harvest
ing season to some extent the number of 
hands required could be reduced. Having 
regard to this development, it has not been 
conSidered necessary to make further repre
sentation on the matter at that stage. 

After some discussion it w:as decided, in the 
light of the Government decision to reCruit 
another diVision, and the movement of· many 
country and provincial residents to munitions 
work, together with the calling up of large 
numbers of men 'for universal training, to 'fur
ther investigate the position in advance. Cer
tain avenues of labor were offering, but before 
any of these could be accepted, it was felt that 
full enquiry should be made :as to the amount 
and type of labor available. It- was therefore 
decided to place the ,position before the lMin-
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ister of Labor in Victoria, and Messrs. Winter
bottom, Lawrence and Gordon were deputed 
to request that he make a survey of the posi
tion and advise the industry of his findings. 

Mr. Howie also undertook to consult the 
appropriate Minister in South Australia; also 
to approach the Military authorities in . that 
State with a view of ensuring that the call-up 
of men for universal training would be made 
in such a way that would least affect the har
vesting of the crop. 

Mr. Winterbottom later reported that Mr. 
Mackrell had assured the deputation that the 
Labor Department would render all possible 
assistance to ensure the right type of labor 
over the vital six weelks of harvest. 

:Mr. Frawley, Secretary of the Labor Bureau, 
and an officer of the Department, were pre
sent at the interview and stated that they 
would take a census of the labor that was 
likely to be av-ailable, and that the industry 
could be assured of their assistance in every 
possible way. 

Other matters dealt with were:
FINAL ACCOUNT SALES 

DIFFERENTIALS 
Le,x:ias-Sweat Box Delivery Basis: The 

chairman reported that at the last meeting of 
the Board, the differential for 6-crown over 
3 .;,crown was fixed ,at £6 per ton, but it was 
found that an error had occurred and he had 
taken the responsibility of reducing the differ
ential from £6 to £4 per ton. 

Resolved: "-That the Chairman's action in 
this connection be approved." 

P:ears-Season 1940: The Board felt that 
owing to the failure to complete the sale of 
pears to Great Britain~ it is not possible at this 
juncture to fix :final account sale differentials 
for pears, but packers are recommended that 
the cash differentials at present should not ex
ceed: 

4-crown "Choice" and "Fancy,. 
4-crown "Dried" 
3 -crown "Choice" and ~'Fancy" 
3-crown "Dried" 
2-crow:n "Choice" and "Fancy" 
2-crown "Dried" 

Agents in 

All Districts 

£15 
£10 
£10 

.... £5 
...... £5 

Basis 
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No payments to be made on lower grades 
until agents know what proceeds· are avail
able. 

Sultanas-Season 1940: Resolved, "That the 
question of final account sale differentials be 
referred back to the Special Committee for 
consideration and report to the next Board 
meeting at Mi.ldura.,, -

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
A letter was received from Messrs. Robert

son & M:ullens Ltd., forwarding, a copy of the 
new issue of '"Water Into Gold," which will 
be sold to the public at 6/- per copy. The 
Board were very pleased with this cheaper 
edition, which will certainly keep "'Water 
Into Gold" before the public and should 
prove a very ready seller. 

IMPORTATION OF SHOOKS FOR BOXES 
A letter to the Comptro~.le.r-General of 

Customs, dated 20th August, was read to the 
meeting, which requested that, provided Aus
tralian timbers are not available, licences be 
made available for the importation of Cana
dian shooks, to meet any additional timber re
quirements, should the 1941 dried fruits pack 
be larger than is antiCipated. The Comptroller
General replied stating that some months ago 
action was taken which ensured that sufficient 
shooks either of Australian timber or Cana
dian timber would be available for a normal 
pack in 1941, and although at this stage it 
would be difficult for the department to give 
any assura·nce in respect of a pOsition which 
may not arise, we could be assure.d that 
prompt consideration would be given to any 
request for the importation of additional 
shooks, pro;vided such request is ·supported by 
evidence that every e.ffott had first_ been made 
to obtain requirements within the Common
wealth. 

MILDURA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
A letter dated 19th August, 1940, convey

ing to the Board of Management the follow
ing resolution was received, and the Board 
was pleased to have this acknowledgment of 
their efforts in respect to the 1940 season 
crop:-

.. That this representativ:e gatlhering of 
growers record their appreciation of the 
manner in which the handling and sale of 
dried fruits, season 1940, has been carried 
out." 

PUBLiC]J'Y 
Following the resolution carried at the June 

BoarQ. meeting, requesting the Dried Fruits 
Publicity Committee to , consider featuring a 
plum pudding mixture recipe for housewives 
to make Xmas plum puddings to send to 
members- of the A.I.F. overseas, letters were 
received from the secretary, Dried ,Fruits 
Publicity Committee, reporting that after 
having made investigations, it was found that 
whilst the plum pudding mixtur~ was a quick 
inexpensive way of making a plum pudding 
for immediate use, it was quite unsatisfactory 
for sending overseas or even interstate, and 

that the only reliable way in which to send 
puddings abroad was in tins. 

VINE FRUIT QUOTAs-SEASON 1940 
An examination of the estimated pack, 

sales figures and tonnage required for the dif
ferent markets was made. 

WAR RISK INSURANCE 
A discussion took place regarding th~ in

creased rates cif war risk, which are now from 
one State to another 5/- per cent., instead of 
2/6 per cent., and other State to State voy
.ages 10/- per cent._ instead of 2/6 per cent. 
as formerly. These new rates came into oper
ation on August 21 last, and the increase has 
been debited to the Interstate Charges Fund. 

The Board felt that at this juncture it 
would not be wise to pass these increases on 
to merchants and that agent~s will be in order 
in continuing to debit the Interstate Charges 
Fund with the extra war risk charge for the 
present, but it was decided to ·analyse the 
position at a later date and see what effect 
these extra charges have on the Interstate 
Charges Funds. 

FEDERAL WHOLESALE GROCERS' 
ASSOCIATION OF .A,USTRALIA 

Messrs. Howie, Malloch and the Secretary 
attended the conference of representatives of 
the Federal Wholesale Grocers' Association of 
Australia and discussed a number of matters 
affec_ting the distribution of our fruits in 
Australia. 

Merchants requested that the,lr margin of 
profit should be .increased ·from 9 per cent. to 
10 per cent., the rate that was in operation 
six years ago. They pointed .out that all 
their costs, including petrol, tyres, wages, etc., 
ha'Ve substantially increased over the last few 
years, and that they considered they were 
fully entitled to the profit which they were 
receiving some years back. The Board of 
Management gave very full consideration to 
this request, but in view of the fact that 
growers' costs of recent years have also in
creased considerably, and that only a very 
small proportion of the pack is consumed in 
AustraUa, they felt they could not, on behalf 
of growers, agree"·

1
to the merchants' request. 

BULK SEEDED RAISINS 
The secretary reported that consideration 

was being given to the question of packing 
bulk seeded raisins 56-lb. to· the box, instead 
of 50-lb. as at present, and that experiments 
were being made to see whether the fruit 
would turn out satisfactorily, also considera
tion was being given to the question of seed
ed raisins in cartons, to see whether it would 
b~ possible to effect savings in regard to 
freight, boxes, etc. 

Resolved: uThat the Association have under 
consideration the question of limiting the 
debits to the Interstate Account to certain 
weight per box for bulk seeded /·raisins and 
seeded raisins in cartons." 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
Resolved: "That the next Board meeting 

take place in Mildura on Friday, 25th October, 
1940." 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED liMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Grewers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

PRUNE JUICE 
The efforts of the New South Wales Dried 

Fruits Board, in conjunction with the Dried 
Fruits Boards of the other States, to establish 
a prune juice industry in Australia, are still 
proceeding. 

It is hoped that prune juice will prove to 
be a suitable by-product for the utilisation 
of waste- prunes and, in years of plenty, of 
surplus prunes. In the processing of prunes 
a small percentage of the -fruit is found to be 
damaged, mainly through the skins splittng. 
At present this fruit, although perfectly 
wholesome, "is discarded. 

Prune juice, which has mild laxative quali
ties, is a very popular beverage in America 
and in some of the European countries. It is 
also extensively used in baby clinics. 

The Council for Scientific and .Industrial 
Research, at its Homebush laboratory, New 
South Wales, has been conducting experi
ments in the manufacture of prune juice. The 
juice was made at that laboratory from six 
different grades of prunes, viz: 

(a) Robes, 80/90. 
(b) Robes, 60/70. 
(c) Robes Waste 
(d) D'Agen, 90/100. 
(e) D'Agen, 60/70. 
(f) D' Ageo Waste. 

These juices have been tested by those in
terested in comparison with the American 
produc-o. The tests indicated that a juice 
equal to the American product c.an be made 
in Australia. · 

There are two methods of preparing prune 
juice, viz., the disintegration process and the 
battery diffusion process. The method adopte.d 
in making the juice at the Homebush labora
tOry was a medium between the two, tending 
towards disintegration. The battery diffusion 
process is preferable and would probably pro
duce a better article. There would be no dif
ference in costs between the two processes. 
Once th~ plant is available, the cost is small 
and is mostly confined to labor costs. 

Experiments have shown that ~~ heat lJ~.eq 
in the manufacture of the juice plays art iM
portant part. The less heat used the better the 
product. Caramelisation is caused by over-
heating. Less heat is required for the bat-
tery diffusion process than for the disintegra
tion process. In the distintegration process 
the liquid is heated to 200 deg. Fahr., where
as in the battery diffusion process the liquid 
would be hoated to 160 deg. Fahr. 

Unfortunately, the Homebush laboratory 
has not, at the moment~ the full plant re
quired for the battery diffusion process. It is 
hoped, however, that the require.d plant will 
be available in the near future. -

When experiments have been carried out -in 
manufacture. per medium of the battery dif
fusion process, the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research will go into the questions 
of methods and costs of manufacture .. 

If prune juice is manufactured in Australia 
6ii a commercial basis, arrangements will pos
sibly be made for the product to b~ certified 
to as wholesome fruit juice without adultera
tion~ The proposed certificate would be given 
by a competent Government authority, and 
would entitle the manufacturers to place a 
national mark on "the containers. In a.ny ad
vertising, advice could then be given to only 
purchase prune juice certified to by the 
national mark. 

A! SEEDLESS VALENCIA 
A· seedless Valencia ora-nge tree in a grove 

near Anaheim, Clalifornia, owned by P. C. 
Mohn, has had United States Plant Patent No. 
124 issued because of it. A Valencia late or
ange without seeds has been looked for here 
for a long time. It is understood that the Val
encia tree is still in bearing and is producing 
seedless fruit.-Oalifornia Fruit News. 
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THE PROBLEM OF THE GRAPE MITE 
Report. of Investigations Released by South 

Australian Department of Agriculture 
The Chief of the Horticultural Department, Mr. Strickland, M.Ag.Sc., made 
these investigations into the problem of the pest "Tenuipalpus phoenicis" 
(grape vine moth) in collaboration with Mr. H. R. Kemp, B.Ag.Sc. (Research 
Officer to the Department), whose sitlary and expenses have been subsidised 
by the South Australian State Board under an an·angement with the Depart
ment of Agriculture. The report, which is of interest to growers, states:-

During February, leaves of badly scorched 
Doradillo vines at Waik.erie were found to be 
infested with a species of plant feeding mite. 
The mite was identified by Mr. W ommersley, 
of the Adelaide Muse~, as TenuipalpuSi 
phoenicus Geij, a species known to infest 
vines in New South Wales, and specimens of 
which he had received from Victoria, but 
hitherto unknown:- in South Australia. 

The mite is somewhat similar to the famil
iar fruit t~ee red spider (Bryobia praetiosa), 
but is very much smaller, being very difficult 
to see with the naked eye. 'When found, it 
was feeding on the underside of the leaveS 
close to the veins, causing the death of the 
leaf tissue in a characte,ristic pattern with 
green, undamaged patches in the intervenal 
areas. The bunch stems and berry pedicels 
were also heavily infested, the· mite giving 
rise to a darkening and roughening of the 
stem, superficially resembling the attack of 
oidium. The bark of the lower internodes of 
the curre,nt season's growth showed a similar 
scarring, due apparently to . feeding in this 
area early in the season. In many cases the 
bunches were very sparse at the shoulder, but 
with the, pegs of broken pedicels, where ber
ries had dropped during development, pre
sumably due to the feeding of the mite. 

In New South Wales it has· been reported 
that the berries ~ themselves when atta .;ked 
bear a similar scarring but this was not ob
served lately. The discoloration of the bun·ch 
twigs is Very characteristic and can be readily 
recognised. 

A survey of the river settlements revealed 
that the mite is gener:ally and thoroughly es
tablished in all centres. At the time· this sur
vey was carried out, only Doradillos remained 
unpicked, but on this ·variety Tenuipalpus was 
located-on 45 blocks in -varying severity. It 
was found also on currants and muscat gordo 
blanco, and since that time the canes of sul
tana an,d gordo blanco vines have been com
monly- observed showing the scarring of the 
bas-al internodes associat~ with the attack of 
mite. 

On certain vineyards heavy infestation of 
mite was associated with de.foliation of the 
Vines, in some cases .very extensive. This early 
leaf fall was generally attributed to _climatic 
conditions, but as it was reported as early as 
February, unde,r unusually mild seasonal con
ditions, and was invariabJy associated with 
heavy mite infestation, the mite may be taken 
as responsible. Weather sufficiently severe to· 
have caused the condition did not occur this 
seaso~ until March and April. 

generally low Beaume readings for Doradillo 
reported from some areas. Nevertheless the 
effect of early defoliation which in some cases 
involved the loss of 90 per cent. of the leaf 
surface of the vine must surely have affected 
sugar yield and prospects for n~t season. 

How far varieties other than Doradillo were 
, affected cannot be· judged but the mite· ap
pears to favor the foliage of this variety par~ 
ticularly. The de,nse weft of hairs on the 
leaf reverse of Doradillos apparently provides 
a satisfactory environment. No instance of 
defoliation comparable with that occurring on 
Doradillos was encountered on any other 
grape variety, but whether or ·not damage had 
been occasioned to bunches., could not be 
established at the time of the survey. The 
scarring of the lo_wer cane internodes indi
cated, however, that on some other varieties 
a heayY population of mite 'existed at least 
early in the s~son. 

The general distribution of Tenuipalpus 
phoenicis indicates that the species has been 
present in our River Murray settle,m'ents for a 
considerable period. The fact that it has not 
befoie been associated with damage to vines 
in these areas indicates that it is a vine pest 
of probably secondary importance, as in fact, 
it is recognised to be in New South Wales. 
It miy he .only of occasional seasonal import
ance, or important only in some areas where 
it firids conditions esp~cially favorable to its 
development. certainly, it is. indicated that 
general and immediate control measures are 
not necessary, at least until more is known of 
its occurrence and its status as a vine pest. 

On the other hand, damage" may have been 
occasioned b)r the mite in· past ·seasons, and 
such damage thought to be due to weather 
stress; it may be significant that in one case, 
a block which for several yea.rs has had the 
reputation of losing its leaves early was found 
to be .heavily infested with mite. Doradillo 
growers whose vines drop thci.r leaves early 
would therefore be well advised tO watch their 
vines carefully in the early spring; if signs of 
a heavy mite infestation are detected, a spring 
spray can be applied. 

In other parts where this mite is known, a 
winter spray of lime sulphur I in 10 is recom
mended. On the Doradillo which is -remark
able for the thickness of its loose bark it is 
doubtful whether penetration sufficient to 
control the mite could be ·obtained without 
thorough bark removal. Such an expensive 
ope,ration as bark removal could 'not be re-
commended until experimental work and ob· 
servation has shown it to be necessary. Where 

· th~ dead bark has not accum1:1lated greatly, 

however, a winter application of lime sulphur 
is probably the most effective treatment. A 
second spray is recommended, lime sulphur 1 
in 70, applied when the shoots are 9-12-in. 
long. This spray catches the mite after it 
emerges from, the bark, and commences feed
ing on the new season's g_towth. If thorough
ly applied thi• spray should be very effective, 
and it is the spray to b~ recommended for 
the time being, as .at -this stage of growth a 
close examination of the vines will show the 
grower whether much mite is present, and en~ 
able him to de,cide whether sprapng is justi-
fied. · 

Winter and spring treatment with sprays 
of lime sulphur and other materials are being 
investigated in a field trial in the Wailk.erie 
district. This trial will yield, it is hoped, in-

, formation as to the significance of the mite, 
i.e., the extent to which it may affect- yields 
and sugar contents of grapes and also enable 
determination of the most effective methods 
of control under South Australian conditions. 

ResUlts of this field trial will be reported 
in due course. 

-~=== 

Council For Scientific and 
Industrial Research 

Soil Survey of Mildura Irrigation 
Settlement 

A soil survey of the Mildura irrigation 
settlement, comprising some 17,000 acres of 
mallee country has been carried out b}r the 
Division of Soils of the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research in co-operation with 
the Victorian Department of Agriculture. 
The Council's Bulletin No. 133 contains a re
port of the survey .and a soil map ·of the area. 

:The settlement is of co.nsiderable national 
importance, by virtue of its position as a pion
eer ·and successful irrigation venture and its 
controlling influence on the development of 
the, Australian dried fruits industry. A pre
vious bulletin was published on a soil survey 
of the 11erbein irrigation district to the west 
of Mildura, and the series will be completed 
by a survey of Red Cliffs, now well advanced. 

Some of the rriore ·extensive soil types at 
Mildur.a are inherently saline, and seepage and 
salinity problems have been experienced since 
the ·early years of settlement. Prospects for 
effective control of_ salt and free water in these 
soils have improved as a liesult oL the recent 
installation ·of a comprehensive drainage sys
tem~ Emphasis therefore rests, at present, on 
drainage consideiations, and partiCular atten
tion has been paid to the inherent salinity Of 
the various soil types, thci.r absorbtive cap
acities for irrigation water, and the nature of 
the soil profile as a guide to drainage require
ment and~ technique.· 

All soil types -appear c.apable of satiSfactory 
production of vin~ fruits under good manage
ment, apart from the incidence of problems 
due to salt and water logging. A,s response of 
many of the soil types to suitable drainage 
measures has already been demonstrated,- it is 
likely that the excellent facilities for drainage 
now available will lead, during the next few 
years, to appreciable increase in production. Despite the heavy defoliation, the fruit ap

peared to be surprisingly little damaged; the 
berries were of full size., and carried a reason
able sugar content. The opinion was formed 
that an accurate assessment of the damage 
done b)r the mite would not be obtainable 
from a ge.neral survey, but would require de
termination under controlled experiment:tl 
conditions. The drop of fruit for which the 
mite was clearly responshle was certainly quite 
serious in some cases, and this drop continued 
up to vintage. However the .extent. to which 
the loss of leaves due to mite lowered 
Beaumes could not be determined. The past 
season has been unusually cool and probably 
weather is the main factor responsible for the 

Barmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA, S.A. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT P A.CKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester 

Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. 'PHONE BARMERA 30 & 32 
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THE DEATH OF Mr. A. F. BELL, c.M.o. 

The Industry Loses One Of Its 
Greatest Friends 

The passing of Mr. Alex. F. Bell is a serious loss to this industry at a time when 
it is facing all the uncertainties of the times, and can ill afford to be without the 
guidance and extremely outstanding ability of this truly remarkable and kindly 
man whose sense of pubEc duty and his interest in Australia were such that he 
was prepared to devote most of his well-earned leisure of a busy life to our 
industry. His interest in the welfare of those in the producing areas was 
manifest in many ways, and particularly by a continued and generous support 
of hospitals in the Mildura and Renmark centres. To those who were close to 
him it was always apparent that he had determined to give his all to the service 
of his country in the sphere in which he so well fitted, and that this undoubtedly 
hastened the end of a great life. Many tributes have been paid to his memory 
by all sections of people, and throughout this industry deep regret has been 
expressed at meetings of groups and branches. The deepest sympathy of the 
dried fruits growers, and commercial organisations associated with the industry, 
goes to his widow and daughter in their great loss. 

We give below, tributes from leading men 
i9- the industry who_ were closely associated 
with Mr. Bell since 192 5. 

Tribute by Mr. W. C. F. Thomas, C.B.E., 
Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board-

"On my own behalf and on behalf of my 
colleagues on the Board, I express deep re
gret at the passing of Mr. Bell. His loss 
is one which we feel keenly, and I know 
our feelings will be shared by all growers 
and everyone else connected with the dried 
fruits industry. 

«As Chairman of the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board since it was es
tablished in 1925, I have been in dose as
sociation with lvfr. Bell- in discharging the 
duties imposed by Parliament on the Board, 
namely, the control of the export and sale 
abroad of Australian sultanas, currants, 
and lexias. 

"Since the Board was establishe.d -the ex
port surplus has risen from 24,500 tons in 
1925, to nearly 80,000 tons in 1940. The 
satisfactory disposal of these ever increas
ing export surpluses in oversea countries 
has been effected through the system of or
derly marketing which was set up by the 
Board largely through the inspiration, zeal 
and work of Mr. Bell. 

.. He was .alsp the founder of the Aus
tralian Trade Publicity Scheme conducted 
in the United Kingdom by Mr. A. E. Hy
land since 1926. Mr. Bell was chairman up 
to the time of his death of the Publicity 
Committee, whiCh was appointed in A~
tralia to control this publicity scheme. 

"The preferential tariffs granted in the· 
United Kingdom, Canada oand New Zoa
land to Empire grown dried fruits have en
abled a large share of the markets in these 
countries to be obtained for Australia. In 
the securing of these; preferences, Mr. Bell 
played a very prominent·' part, and the pre
sent satisfactory condition of the indus·try 
can without doubt be !~ttributed in a large 
measure to the unremitting attention he 
gave; to the many problems with which 
growers have been confronted since the 
difficult days of 1924, when the then 
Prime Minister, Mr. S. M. Bruce, asked Mr. 
Bell, Mr. Whitehead .arid myself to accept 
appointment to the Export Control Board. 

"Not only as Chairman and Managing 
Director of Robert H<irper & Co. Ltd. has 
Mr. Bell achieved success, hut he has ren
dered great public service as a member of 
the Board of Management of the Common
wealth Bank and in many other directions. 

t'His duties as chairman of the Ce'ntral 
Wool Committee, a position which he ac
cepted at the invit'ation of the Common
wealth Government when .the present war 

broke out, and to which he gave his great 
ability and experience without fee or re
ward as a national service, imposed on him 
a very great strain. I fear that this task 
was in no small measure the cause of his 
untimcly death. 

MR. A. F. BELL 

"Although Mr. Bell on his appointment 
as chairman of the Central Wool Commit
tee was temporarily relieved of his duties 
as a member of the Export Board, he 
nevertheless retained to the time of his 
death the greatest personal interest in 
everything connected with the dried fruits 
industry, particularly the disposal of the 
1940 record crop. 

"By the passing of Mr. Bell, I have lost 
a great colleague and a generous friend. I 
am sure that everyone -connected with the 
dried fruits industry will Join in our deep 
regret at his death, and will long remem
ber his outstanding services to the in
dustry." 

An apprec1atwn by Mr. H. D. Howie, 
chairman A.D.F.A.-

t'The dried fruits industry lost one of 
its best friends when Mr. Alexander F. 
Bell passed away. ~. Bell was better known 
to Victorian growers than to South Aus
tralian, but the work he did on behalf of 
all was well knoWn to those who attend 
the Federal Council of the A.D.F.A. and 
heard Mr. Bell address delegates on the ex
port side of the industry. Mr. Bell also 
visited the Mildura and Red Cliffs areas in 
Victoria, where he had many friends 
amongst growers outside of the circle of 
his intimate contact with the industry, the 
Commonw~alth Dried. Fruits Control 
Board. 

"The Commonwealth Government made 
a very happy choice when M.. S. M. Bruce 
persuaded Mr. Thomas and Mr. Bell, both 
busy men, to give help to the industry in 
surmounting the many obstacles that were 
surrounding it in 1924. The· job given to 
these men was to help the growers in the 
marketing of the export surplus of dried 
fruits, which had increased so rapidly as to 
cause a disastrous breakdown in the previ
ous year. An Export COntrol Board was 
created on which Mr. Thomas and Mr. Bell 
were the Government -nominees. Mr. 
Thomas has been the chairman of this 
Board since its inception, and Mr. Bell was 

-a me.mber of the executive and deputy 
chairman untiL the outbreak of war. Mr. 
Bell often said that what Mr.· Thomas and 
he thought was a "short term" appeared 
likely to be a "life sentence." What hap
pened was that both men became so inter
ested in the development of an industry 
that continued to grow and o:f'fer fresh 
problems each year that they just could not 
let go. When the British Government, on 
the Outbreak of war, requisitioned all 
stocks of dried fruit,. M;r. Bell saw the way 
clear to answer th~ call of his Government 
to direct the marketing of Australia's great 
wool dip. 

"The Wool Board, of which Mr. Bell 
was chairman, did an outstanding job, 
which has meant much to Australia's econ
omy during this troubled period. :Mr. Bell, 
although .already an over-worked. man, 
g-ave himself unsparingly to this task, as 
his part in the national war effort, and it 
was typical of him that this work was 
done in an honorary capacity. Despite 
his many other 1-esponsibilities,, Mr. Bell 
still gave .a great deal of thought to dried 
fruits, and helped very materially in the 
disposal of the 1940 crop. 

"Unfortunately for Australia, Mr. Bell's 
health failed him and he passed away re
cently at the comparatively early age of 
64. :Mr. Bell gave to our industry most 
valuable help in developing our overseas 
trade, and it was in this sphere that his 
profound comffiercial knowledge was of 
such value. On behalf of growers, I re
cord our appreciation of a job well done 
by a man of great attainments and high 
standards, the late Mr. Alexander F. Bell, 
C.•M.G." 

--.. ::..-. 

An expression by Mr. P. Malloch, grower 
member of the Export Control Board-

"Tbe death of Mr. Bell marks the pass
ing of one whO has for many ye.ars devoted 
himself to the interests of the dried fruits 
industry. In 1924 he was requested by Mr. 
Bruce, then Prime Minister, to assist· the 
industry, which was disorganised and in 
financial dis-iTess. Accepting the responsi
bility and loyal to the trust reposed in him, 
Mr. Bell worked unceasingly to improve the 
lot of the growers. Out of chaos he created 
order; inspired organisation and co-opera
tion· amongst competitive elements, and it 
is :a tribute to his e:tf10rts that the industry 
is today as well organised and as stable as 
any primary industry in Australia. 

"His great talents and influence in the 
spheres of commerce, finance, and Govern
ment in Australia, Great Britain, Canada, 
and New Zealand were devoted to our 
cause. Those of us who were privileged to 
assist Mr. Bell in this work mourn his loss, 
not only as a leader, but as a personal 
fri~nd. He inspired friendship in those 
with whom he c-ame in contact, and his 
high standard of conduct · commanded re
spect and esteem as well. 

"M.any will regret his death. His gifts 
were unsparingly lavished in many spheres 
of national effort. The war created un
ceasing demands upon him and he met them 
unselfishly and unsparingly to the end. He 
died in -the. service of his country~ noble 
citizen. 
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~u Jilllcmoriam 

ALEXANDER FOULIS BELL 
The great truths inherent in this fine oration by the Past Moderator of the 

Presbyterian Church, at the graveside of ·the late Mr~ Bell,... call for the best that is in 
us to emulate this great life. The Rev. Dr. John McKenzie said: 

.. Brethren, we are met today by the 
graveside of one who for many years, 
and in particular during this last year of 
war, had spent himself without stint in 
the. service of his country. The added 
burdens which he accepted so willingly 
when his health was already impaired 
proved more than he could carry. He 
fought his battle in his own sphere 
bravely to the end, and died at his post 
as faithful to his commission as anv 
s!)ldit:!!r who had given his life in defence 
of the Empire. We are here today to 
recognise that fact, to express our sin
cere sympathy with his sorrowing 
widow, daughter and relatives, and to 
pray that they may be given strength 
and courag~ to endure patiently the sor
row that has overshadowed their lives. 

.. You are here today, for the most 
part men of business, professional men, 
working men, to pay your tribute of re~ 
spect and honor to one who, in a sphere 
familiar to you all, displayed those high 
qualities of mind which not only gain 
success, but which, when linked with in
tegrity, fair dealing and generous public 
service, establish a man's reputation in 
the minds of all who know him, and 
open up for him avenues of opportunity 
and influence in -all directions. There is 
a text in the Book of Proverbs which 
reads «Seest thou a man diligent in his 
business, he shall stand before kings"
which means that he will be held in 
honor by the rulers of a nation and will 
be used by them, as the need arises, hon
ored by .them for the services he ren
ders. That text was fulfilled so far as 
Alexand~r Foulis Bell was concerned. 
He was honored by His Majesty the King 
for the splendid assistance he gave to his 
cou:rltry in his own sphere, both in 
peace-time and war-time. 

"Hls active .and eager mind could not 
be confined within the limits of his own 
b1,1siness. He concerned himself actively 
and practically with those larger prob
lems of which the general public knows 

NOTED GRAPE VINES 
It is not generally known that some of the 

largest and most noted grape vines in the 

world are in Scotland. At the Kippen vine

yards in Stirlingshire, Buchanan Bros. have 
one of the Gros. Colman (the large grape sold 

as .. Black Harn:burgh"), which has been plant

ed 44 years, covers over 5000 square feet of 

roof, the longest spread of the branches being 

3 00 feet, and the girth of the stem two feet 

above the ground just four feet. During the 

last 28 years this vine has produced 40,179 
bunches, the crop in 193 5 being 2114 
bunches. Many thousands of visitors come 
yearly to see this noted grape ville. All the 
grapes marketed by this noted firm are packed 
in special cartons with cellophane windO'\Y 
tops, and the actual weight of the grapes is 
clearly marked on the cartons and guar
anteed. 

Interesting enough is the added fact that 
at Kippen there are three other vines whose 

and cares very little, but upon the solu
tion of which may depend not only their 
economic prosperity, but their preserva
tion from :fin.incial disaster and ruin. It 
is not for me to speak of the invaluable 
service rendered by our friend in this 
sphere. I know, however, that after his 
ordinary day's work was done, when 
others were asleep, he toiled many· a 
·night through the long hours at this 
task. In the end, as you know, it proved 
a burden too heavy to be borne; but it 
was his life. This was the special ser
vice; the r~uit of y-ears of diligence in 
business-which he felt qualified to offer 
to his country when the call came----and 
the~ call come not once, but again and 
a gam. 

"And is that all that should be said at 
an hour such as this, when amidst the 
storms and shadows of our time a great 
life has ended, and the question is asked 
inevitably-as to the source and inspira
tion of what is good and lasting in such 
a life? 

.. Alexander Bell brought from his 
Scottish home a reverence for the Word 
and Law of God and a loyalty to the 
Church, which, as St. Paul says, is the 
Pillar and Ground of the Truth. That 
I doubt not was the deeper secret of his 
life and work, of his sense of duty, his 
resolute purpose, his capacity for cease
less labor, his breadth and soundness of 
judgment. At a time such as this it be
comes increasingly plain that a great life 
must be rooted in a great faith and that 
without that depth and intensity of 
what we can only describe as religious 
conviction and feeling-there can be no 
deliverance from the shallowness and sel
fishness which hold the mass of human
ity in thrall, and everywhere set the 
hand of man against his brother-Yes
"Seest thou a. man diligent in business, 
he shill stand before kings," and if, as 
St. Paul says, "he is fervent in spirit, 
serving the Lord," he shall stand un
ashamed befOre the King of Kings." 

Amen. 

crops last season were 1212, 1156 and 1078 
bunches, respectively. Another grape vine, 
~lso in Scotland, is the Kinnel vine at Killin, 
the estate of the. Earl of Breadalbane. With 
a roof are.a of 4275 feet, this vine, which is 
102 years old, still carried 900 bunches last 
year. With no fewer than five such noted 
grape vines to its credit, fruit from which has 
won many prizes at the most noted English 
exhibitions, it is not surprising that, in spite 
of a rather inhospitable climate, Scotch gar
deners excel in grape_ culture. 

The- great vine-- at Hampden Court Palace, 
near London, is posSibly the most noted in the 
world. Planted in 1764, the trunk at three 
feet from the ground measures six feet nine 
inches in circumference, it has a roof area of 
2 3 0 0 square feet, and still carries 50 0 or more 
bunc-hes each year; this is of the ••Black Ham
burg" variety. Only ten years younger is the 
Cumberlan-d Lodge vine at Windsor Great 
Park, with a roof area of 5 00 feet greater than 
the one at Hampton Court, but carrying 
rather fewer hunches; this also is a "Black 
Hamburg." 

Well-known Men in the 
Industry Pass On 

; 

It is with a sense of great loss and sincere 
regret that we record the death of Ernest 
Creaton, of Mildura, and William Nulty, of 
Leeton (N.S.W.); Botli these good Australians 
played a part in the development of tho dried 
fruits industry, that calls for the appreciation 

of growers. 
'Mr. Creaton, who came to Mildura many 

years ago, was a keen observer and made many 
constructive efforts in the be.tter interest of 
growers. His work on the_ difficult and early 
investigation into frost prevention has proved 
of great value, and during his chairmanship of 
the Growers' Defence Committee on Arbitra
tion activities, he has been outstanding. Sec
retary of a Mildura branch of the 
A.D.F.A,., he has taken .a leading part 
in the deliberations of the Association 
and has, on several occasions, represented the 
district on the Federal Council of the Indus
try. The many who have been associated with 
him in swimming and tennis, the former 
sport of which he was at one time Victorian 
champion at his distance, have always regard
ed Earnie Crea ton as one of the finest sports
men to be met. 

William, better kn:own as .. Big Bill Nulty," 
was a man of forceful character, big-in mind 
and body. Many will remember his work on 
behalf of the New South Wales growers dur
ing the difficult time of welding the growers 
of the several States int01 one solid body under 
an effective system of controlled marketing . 
William Nulty was not easy to convince, but 
once s~tis:fied on the basis his whole mind be
came concentrated on doing the right and 
proper thing, regardless of contrary opinions. 
He was a member of the first New _South 

. Wales Dried Fruits Board constituted in 1928, 
and the valuable and important assistance 
which he so ablyj rendered the Board in its in
itial and difficult stages, forms only one epi
sode in his many and diverse activities of a 
public nature. 

In a letter to his widow, the N.S.W. Dried 
Fruits Board, in offering the sincere regrets 
of its personnel and staff, states: uThe dried 
fruits industry of A,ustr;alia~ in common with 
the very many other organisations with which 
your late husband was associated, always great
ly admired and honored him, not only for his 
public spiritedness, but also for his outstand
ing honesty :and straightforwardness." 

The industry can ill afford the loss of these 
fine types of men, and at a comparatively 
early age, and its sympathies go to the fam
ilies left behind. 

TilE SON OF MR. WALTER CARO 
NOW REPORTED SAFE 

The many friends of Walter Caro, the Lon
don appraiser to the Control Board, will be 
happy to hear that his son, whose death was 
recently reported, is now assummed to be a 
prison~r of war in Germany. In an airmail let
ter to Mr. Malloch, Mr. Caro says that, after 
eight weeks of grave suspense he had received 
the wonderful news. The authorities had ad
vised that 2 8 0 of the officers and crew of the 
~·orama" had been saved and were prisoners 
of war in Germany. The message went on to 
say that 19 had, unfortunately, lost their lives, 
but as M:r. Caro's· son's name was not included 
in this list, there was good reason to hope for 
his safety. 

Mr. Caro concludes his 'letter by saying 
that ,~'Although you are a long way from us 
all, we think of you in Australia, and at times 
envy you, as it would be foolish to pretend 
that things are not pretty grim here. How
ever, all of us face th~ future with calm and 
confidence, and await with joy the day when 
victory will be ours, which it assuredly will 
be." 
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PRESENTATION OF A.D.F.A. AMBULANCE 
'lrne, 
i at 
1ally 

During a recent Vtslt to Melbo. 
:Messrs. Malloch and Casey attende 
the College of Surgeons and forn 
presented the ambulance, the fund: 
which were subscribed by the brai 

for 
Lches 

the of the A.D.F.A. associated with 
Mildura District Council, which m-
cludes New Sou_th Wales areas ad
jaC'ent. The chairman of th~ Victorian 
Red Cross received the gift and express
ed appreciation of the motive behind 
the gesture of the growers. Dr. New
man Morris further expressed the opin
ion that the ambulance was of a most 
attractive design and extremely well 
equipped. The ambulance is destined 
for the time being to the Somers train
ing camp for the R.A.A.F., which body 
was-- repr~ented by Vice-Air Marsh2l 
Williams and Air Commodore Hurley, 
who thanked those , responsible for the 
valuable gift, and stated that the light 
type of ambulance was particularly suit
ed for the needs of this arm of the 
forces. 
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A Further Gift From The 
Industry 

Packers and Agents Contribute. £3000 
to 'Bombing Victims 

This fine gesture which is made on behalf 
of the Austr~lian dried fruits industry, is 
made soleJ.y out of the funds of the packers 
and agents, and together with the many 
grower and community gifts to this urgent 
cause makes a fine aggregate from the dried 
fruits industry. The fund was subscribed to 
by all packers and agents both inside and out
side the A.D.F.A. 

At the recent Board of Management meet
ing the chairman, JYlr. Howie, reported that 
the Red Cliffs Co-operativo Company had 
suggested starting a fund for the purpose of 
purchasing a "Spitfire," for presentation to 
the British Government, but after considera
tion, it was decided to open a fund for the 
relief of the bOmbing victims in London. Ap
peals were made to packers and agents, and 
the amount of £3 000 was subscribed. This 
amount, less exchange, was forwarded to Mr. 
F. L. McDougall, who had reported that the 
donation from the Australian dried fruits in
dustry had been acknowledged through the 
Press in Great Britain and the British Broad
casting Commission. The chairman said he 
felt both packers and agents had rosponded 
liberally on behalf of the dried fruits indus
try. It certainly was a very fine gesture and 
the response was greatly appreciated, showing 
as it did a token of our distress as to what 
the people of England are going through. 

Resolved: "That the Board of Management 
on behalf of the industry, expresses their ap
preciation of the prompt and genero-us sup
port given to this fund by the packers and 
agents and that a letter be sent to all sub
scribers expressing same." 

Premises of Dried Fruits Interests 
Dl!stroyed in London 

The reports from London of the clestruction 
of the offices recently occupied by the London 
Agency· of the Export Control Board,, and 
those of 'Gollan and Co., who were agents for 
a considerable portion of the Australian pack, 
brings the effects of war nearer. Fortunately, 
provision had been made for this danger and 
no loss of record occurred. The personnel of 
the London agency are safe and sound, and as 
far as can be ascertained, the members of the 
st.aff of the latter firm are well. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

A meeting of the S.A. Dried Fruits Board 
was held on August 29, 1940, when all mem
bers and secretary were present. 

A letter was received from the :Minister of 
Agriculture acknowledging the Board's action 
in extending the period of payment of the 
subsidy to June 30, 1941, towards expenses of 
the research officer investigating drie.d fruit 
cui tural problems. 

In connection with the death of Mr. A. F. 
Bell, C.M.G. (Deputy Chairman of the Com
~nonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board), the 
seC'retary' s action in sending a telegram of 
sympathy from· the Board, and also the send
ing of a funeral wreath, was approved. 

A request from the · Barmera-Berri Frost 
Committee, for payment of ·a grant, was con
sidered, and it was agreed after discussion to 
make a contribution towards the cost of scien
tific equipment, such contribution, however, 
to be paid out of a fund to which certain past 
and present members of the Board had per
sonally contributed. 

Letters and reports from the N.S.W. Board 
in _the matter of experiments being made -at 
the Homebush laboratories of the C.S.I.R. 
Were read ·with interest, and it was agreed to 

ask tho N.S.W. Board to keep the Board in
formed of any developments in the experi
ments. 

In connection with door classification, in
formative reports made by the graders in the 
Renmark and Berri districts for the sea~on 
1940, wm-e submitted, together with analyses 
of the grading certificates issued. 

A copy of minutes of the meeting held on 
August 9, 1940, of the producers' group of 
the Department of Information was laid on 
the table and noted, as well as the report of 
the investigation officer on inspections of win
dow displays in the metropolitan area, arrang
ed under contracts entered into by the Dried 
Fruits Publicity Committee. The report dis
closed the programme was being carried out 
successfully and retailers general1y expressed 
the view that increased sales had resulted 
from the displays. 

Assessments of annual contribution_ for the 
year 1940 were made in respect to those pack
ing. houses which had completed packing oper_
ations for the year. 

The remainder of the session was devoted 
to financial, routine and statistical matters. 

An Italian officer drew his sword-and cut 
up a side stree~. 

WHEN YOU BUY 

CANADIAN PRODUCTS 

IN buying Canadian products you contribute to the 
mutual prosperity of both Australia and Canada by 

encouraging trade between the two countries. Cariada. 
buys Australian dried fruits and other primary products 
and Australia in turn buys Canada's capital goods such 
as aluminium. asbestos, softwood timber, newsprint, 
novelty textiles, tools of trade, etc. For information about 

imports from Canada consult the Canadian Government Trade Commis
sioners' offices at Sydney (L. Moore Cosgrave) and Melbourne 
(Frederick Palmer). 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT II rRADE COMMISSIONER 

Box 3952 V, G.P.O., Sydney ••. 83 William St. Melbourne. 
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Mildura & District Patriotic Fund Distributes 
£2600-Excellent First Period 

A total balance of £668 has been revealed 1n the statement of receipts 
of the Mildura and District Patriotic Fund for the period ended June 30. 
amount is in credit, a total of £2600 has been allocated to the Red Cross, 
War Service Fund, and the 7th Battalion Comforts Fund. 

and expenditure 
Although this 

the R.S.S.I.L.A .. 

The balance sheet of the Mildura and District Patriotic Fund which is published below is 
another fine example of what organisation and unity of purpose can achieve. The purpose of 
the Fund was to control patriotic appeals and to ensure satisfactof)r contributions from every 
section of the community. Up to 30th June, £2600 had been allocated to the Red Cross, 
R;$.S.I.L.A. War Service Fund, and 7th Battalion Comforts Fund, and since that~ date sub
stantial monthly allocations have been made from contributions collected. 

The Fund has the co-operation of practically 100 per cent. of district growers, who con
tribute from 1/- per ton. The amount shows at 30th June as collected from this source 
represents pro rata payments through ·the packing houses on account of the growers contribu
tions, and Substantial amounts are still forthcoming from this source. 

For the information of readers, the balance sheet is published in detail:-

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITTJRE FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 
3Oth JUNE, 1940 

RECEIPTS 

Collections from Em- £ s. d. 
ployers, Employees . 
and Sundry Donors-
:Mildura - Nic h o l's 

Point District . . 1439 0 2 
Merbein District . . 234 3 4 
Irymple - Cardross 

District . . . . . . 251 18 5 
Red Cliffs District 250 19 6 

Fruit Proceeds-
Dried Fruit Ad

vances (throug.h 
District Packing 
Companies) . . . . 107 4 0 0 

Fresh Fruit 
{through DistriCt. 
Packing Compan
ies and PriVate 
Growers and 
Packers) .. .. .. 38 3 5 

Sundry Receipts
Interest-- National 

Bank of Austral-
asia Ltd. . . . . . 1 7 0 

Other Receipts 7 17 6 

Received in Trust 
for R.A.C.V. 

£ 8. d. 

2176 1 5 

1112 3 5 

9 4 6 

166 6 0 

£3463 15 4 

THE BERRI BRANCH 
A.D.F.A. 

Annual Meeting Commends 
Stabilisation Scheme 

ASSISTANCE TO FROSrf AND 
DRAINAGE COMMITTEES 

In presenting a report of the work of the 
Committee for the year :to the annual meeting 
of the Berri growers, the president, Mr. R. 
Curren, emphasised the value of the recent 
stabilisation scheme so successfully undertaken 
by the A.D.F.A. He stated that, although 
the amount involved had appeared large, the 
main object had been achieved. Growers 
generally now felt more secure, and had more 
confidence in the management and the in
dustry. 

During the year, continued Mr. Curren, the 
committee had made a donation to the Berri 
Central Fro'!it Committee. It was considered 
'that this committee had been doing a lot of 
useful work in making tests unde.r correct con
ditions and compiling and recording the in
formation for future use, as well as making 
this .available to all growers:. The work of the 
Berri Drainage Committee was also recogriised 
by the e,x:ecutive of the· br:anch, and a dona
tion of £10/10/- was made to that body. 

Realising that the children of today were 
to carry on the industry of the future, the 
committee had donated the sum of £10/10/
as prize-money for competitions amongst 

EXPENDITURE 
Sundry Expenses

Subscribers· Win
dow Stickers 

Subscribers' But
tons .... 

Publicity. . . 
Postages 

4

and Tele-
phone ....... . 

Ledger Binder and 
Card System 

Receipt Books and 
General Printing 
and Stationery .. 

Expenditure as Au
thorised by Alloca
tion Committee-

Red Cross Socie-
ties ......... . 

R.S.S.I.L.A. W a r 
Service Fund .. 

7th Battalion Com
forts Fund . . . . 

Farewell Committee, 
2nd A.l.F.-

Cost of Wallets .. 
Balance - R.A.'C.V. 

Trust Account 
National Bank of 

Australasia Ltd., 
30th June, 1940- . 

£ S. d. £ S. d. 

4 18 0 

16 11 3 
5 9 10 

3 12 10 

11 12 0 

43 7 8 

997 5 5 

1347 14 10 

255 16 8 

166 6 0 

502 5 10 

85 11 7 

2600 16 11 

108 15 0 

668 11 10 

£3463 15 4 

scholars of the district for .an essay on their 
observations during a visit to the packing 
house of the Berri Co-operative Packing 
Union. The resultant essays were most en
couraging, and th~ committee felt it was justi
fied in having inaugurated the competitions 
and felt that it would do well to continue with 
the idea. 
£100 IN WAR SAVING CERTIFICATES 

The executive had invested £100 in War 
Saving Certificates. It was pleasing to report 
that the 1940 pack of dried fruit had been suc
cessfully disposed. of as it left a clear market 
for the 1941 crop. The balance-sheet and re
port we.re adopted unanimously. 

Mr. C. W. Till, a member of the S.A. Dried 
Fi-uits Board, was present at the meeting and 
addressed the members present outlining the 
operations of the board for the previous 12 
months. Mr. ,Till also answered many ques
tions which were directed to hlm. 

Attention was drawn to the continued 
complaiflts regarding the serious results of 
seeds and noxious weeds in the dried fruits, 
and members were urged to assist the council 
in their endeavors to check the spread of nox
ious weeds and eventually stamp them out of 
the districts. 

The election of the executive for the en
suing year resulted in Messrs. R. Curren, A. C. 
Ingerson, E. J. Moritz, F. H. Nixon, P. B. 
Thomas, A. P. Wishart and H. H. Stone 'being 
appointed. Mr. R. Curren was subsequently 
re-elected as chairman and J\!Ir. H. H. Stone; 
secretary. 

Mr. H. Laycock was appointed auditor. 

DRAINAGE PROBLEMS 
IN THE M.I.A. 

7 

Heavy loss of trees through waterlogging 
has been experienced in .the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation area, and many settlers are ,faced 
with s,erious problems. This matter is being 
tackled by the State authorities' who are con~ 

~cerned with the position, and investigations 
have been made as a preliminary to the im
plementation of some policy. of rehabilitation. 

In the :first report on the investigations on 
behalf of the State, Professor J. A. Prescott 
and Dr. ·B. T. Dickson, of the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research, said that 
investigation of individual farms was necessary 
to. determine whether remedial measures were 
possible, but it did appear that, by proper 
grading, the use of drainage furrows leading 
to the sump pi.t, and pumping, a good deal of 
damage might be avoided even in wet winters. 
Some of the settlers had lost most, or all, of 
their trees, and the losses could not generally 
be attributed only to the lack of knawlodge 
on the part of the settlers of soils and irriga
tion. 

Undoubtedly, many blocks have been over
watered i:ri the past and had only a small mar
gin of safety. Blame was attachable where the 
settler had persisted, despite advice to the con
trary, in over-watering. On the other hand, 
the areas, which were relatively recent in es
ta.blishment, represented a very considerable 
outlay and were a tremendous asset to the 
nation. Every e.ffort, therefore, should be 
made to ensure that adequate instruction and 
help in horticultural, irrigation and drainage 
problems was available to the settlers. 

The investigators added:-
lt is essential tq obtain the detailed facts 

planned in the aerial and ground survey of the 
horticultural areas of the M.I.A., in order to 
;;.ssess the effects of all factors contributing to 
the present loss of fruit trees (estimated at 
100)000), and it 'is recommended that all par
ties actively colla'Qorate to enable the collec
tion of accurate data to be made. Where it 
is reasonably ~vident that the fault for the 
present losses does not. lie with the s,ettler, it 
is but just that he be given help towards re-. 
etsablishment. This might take the form of 
financing and re-planting and the provision 
of sust~nance where required until the trees 
reach productivity, or of re-establishing the 
settler on a new block. 

This is an economic problem, the details· of 
which would have to be determined after the 
survey is completf'!d. 

Generally, improvements in the drainage 
system of the areas are being made steadily, 
and should be continued vigorously. The ex
tent of such work is determined by the cap
acity of finance. 

It would seem that for growing a 20-year 
crop, such as apricots and peaches, and a 
25-year crop, such as citrus, a re-determination 
of what is a satisfactory size of block is need
ed. It should be of such a size that a living 
area of trees can be put in and an additional 
area :Jnnually the·reafter, so that there ;s a 
progression of planting, keeping pac:e with 
losses from senility. It is recotnnl"ended that 
consideration be. given to this when any re
establishment is being undertaken. 

Investigation is recommended to ascertain 
the area and thickness of drifts in the areas, 
to Qetermine whether they .have any effect 
on the water-table in overlying horticultural 
land, and to determine whether it is feasible 
to drain them by pumping or other means. 
Investigation is recommended to determine 
·why certain highly permeable soils in the 
southern parts of the Yanco area do not water
log. It is most necessary that investigation 
of the value of green cropping should be con-
tinued. ~ 
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For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would i11dite. 

-Bltrns. 

MILDURA, OCTOBER 19, 1940 

A GREAT AUSTRALIAN PASSES 

By the death of Mr. A. F. Bell, which oc

curred in Melbourne on August 14, 

1940, after an illness extending over several 
weeks, the dried fruits industry in particular, 

and the people of the Commonwealth in gen
eral, have ·sustained a loss which is well nigh 

irreparable. 
Alexander Foulis Bell was born in Scotland 

64 years ago, and came to Queensland with his 
parents at the age ~£ 10. He was educated at 
the Brisbane Grammar School and joined the 
staff of Robert Harper &: Co. Ltd., in Bris
bane, when he was 17. 

During the war, 1914-1918, Mr. Bell was 
in charge of the A.I.F. camp at Enoggera, 
Queensland, with the rank of Major. Although 
he was most desirous of serving with the forces 
abroad, his services were retained in Australia 
at the direction of high military authorities. 

In 1919 he was transferred to Melbourne as 
the managing director. of Robert Harper & 

Co. Ltd., and subsequently became chairman 
of directors as well as managing director. 

A man of brilliant mental attainments, 
great energy and tremendous capacity for 
work, he was a driving force and a domin
ating figure, not only in his own business, but 
in the many spheres· of commercial and :finan
cial acitvities with which he was associated. 

At the time of his death Mr. Bell was, in 
addition to being ~hairman of directors of 
Robert Harper &: Co. Ltd., chairman of the 

. Central Wool Committee, a member of the 
Board of Management of the Commonwealth 
Bank, a member of the Victorian Board of the 
Australian Mutual Provident Society, a direc
tor of the Union Trustee Company Limited, 
and last, but not least, commercial member 
of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board, which position he accepted on the invi
tation of the Bruce-Page Government in 1925. 

:Mr. Bell has influenced the course of events 
in many spheres, but it is not too much to 
sa.y that his work for the dried fruits industry 
was unequalled: When he join~d the newly 
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formed board, the position of the dried fruit 
growers was extremely grave. The board, 
mainly by the advice and action of Mr. Bell, 
set up a most efficient system for regulating 
sales overseas. An agency under the chair
manship of the late Sir James Cooper, was 
appointed in London, and a condition imposed 
on exporters that all fruit for the United 
Kingdom must be shipped on consignment, 
and its basic selling price- in Great Britain 
fixed there by the agency through the Board's 
appraiser, Mr. Walter P. Caro. 

In regard to the Canadian, New Zealand, 
and markets other than the, United Kingdom, 
sales were required to be made f.o.b. at prices 
not below those fixed by the board, with the 
stipulation that any premium on exchange_ was 
to revert to the grower. These conditions 
have been of great benefit to the industry be
cause of the fa·Ct that payment was obtained 
on shipment of the fruit. 

".,flfUUflfflllflllfflfffffflfflllllflfll01101011fllflfiUIIIUIITl'TIIIIIfll01111f"lll"llfl<'• 

At the meeting of the Board of 
Management of the A.D.F.A., sincere 
regret was expressed by all members at 
the death of the late Mr. Bell. It was 
moved:-

"That the Board Of Management 
desire to place on record the loss the 
dried fruits industry has sustained in 
the death of the late Mr. Alex. F. 
Bell, a member of the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board. Fiom 
the inception of the Board, :Mr. Bell 
has been an untiring worker on he-
half of growers, and the industry had 
to thank him for much that had been 
done in securing overseas markets for 
dried fruits. Mr. Bell had done this 
work as -a national service) and his in
terest in the development of the in
dustry was devoid of any monetary 
consideration. It was felt that his 

:: loss was an irreparable one." 
j,,, ....................................... ,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,; 

Other outst$lnding conditions secured by 
the board, mainly through the inspiration and 
activity of :Mr. Bell, included reductions in 
oversea freight, agents' commission and draft~ 
age. Almost immediately after the com
mencement of the board's activities, he suc
cessfully urged the Government to subsidise 
a scheme of Australian Joint Trade Publicity 
in Great Britain, which included Australian 
dried fruits, and which was financially sup
ported by the Dried Frwts Control Board, the 
Dairy Produce Control Board, the Canned 
Frwts Board, and the Egg and Apple and Pear 
exporting interests. A committee was set up in 
Mel•boume to control the scheme, consisting of 
representatives of each of the contributing in
terests and the Commonwealth Government. 
Mr. Bell was the chairman and directing force 
of the committee from the inception o£ its 
operations to the time of his death. The Com
monwealth Government on his recommenda
tion placed the direction of the scheme in the 
hands of Mr. A. E. Hyland. This appointment 
has been more than jUstified by the results of 
the Australian Trade Publicity Scheme in the 
U,;;ted Kingdom during the past fifteen years. 

Although he was the outstanding figure in 
all of the foregoing activities which have 
brought great advantage to the dried fruits 
industry, it was in the part he played in 
securing the tariff preference in Ganada and 

New . Zealand, and increased preference in the 
United Kingdom, that he will be always re
membered. He realised from the first mo
ment he came in contact with the industry 
that its continuance on a stable hasis depended 
on its securing protection for its fruit in 
Empire markets against the conipetition of 
fruits from foreign countries with wage and 
l~ving standards lower than those of Australia. 

Mr. Bell also did notable work by his ad
vice and support in connection with all move
ments for the improvement of the dried fruits 
industry, particularly in the direction of 
close.r co~opera tion between packers, distribu
tors and exporters. It is no e~aggeration to 
say that foremost amongst his multitudinous 
interests during the sixteen years preceding his 
death was the welfare of the dried fruits in
dustry. It was scarcely ever absent from his
thoughts, and the greatly improved position 
today as compared with 1924 of -the growers 
and all others dependent on the Australian 
production and sale of currants, sult;anas, and 
lexias, is due mainly to the vision, courage, 
business ability and wise planning of a great 
friend of the industry. 

The last fifteen years of the history of the 
industry is inseparably linked with him. Not: 
only did he hold very high rank in business 
and financial circles, he was also a man pos
sessed of a keen sense of public duty and has 
rendered invaluable assis~:.nce to Australia ill; 
many directions, his last and probably great
est service to the nation being a chairman of 
the Commonwealth Central Wool Commit
tee, a position he filled with marked ability 
without fee or reward. Although a disci
plinarian and a man who set a high standard 
in everything with which he was connected, 
he had a keen se.nse of humor and a generous 
and kindly heart. By the death of Alex. F. 
Bell, A,ustralia has lost_ a truly great servant 
and one whose personality and achievements 
will long be remombered, especially by the 
dried fruits industry. 

ZINC COMPOUND USED rro AID 
GRAPE VINES 

Ever since Dr. W. H. Chandler, pomologist 
of the University of California, and his asso
ciates produced such startling results in cur
ing certain deciduous fruit trees of ulittle 
leaf" by using zinc compounds, growers in 
northern California have been ·eagerly watch
ing progress along this line. 

Latest group to take up this matter in a 
big Way has been grape growers, especially in 
the San Joaquin Valley. It has been found 
that if the vines are paintea with a solution 
made up of tw'o pounds of zinc sulpP,ate per 
gallon of water, immediately after pruning 
that, in many cases, the health of the vine 
and quality and quantity of the crop has been 
helped m>te.rially. 

The men painting on this solution usually 
follow the pruners so that the wounds are 
still fresh when the zinc solutio_n is intro
duced. In a test in a Fresno vineyard 1400 
pounds of grapes were harvested from 50 
treated vines; only 1040 pounds on 50 un
treated vines. The size and quality of the 
berries on the treated vines was far superior 
to the untreated ones. 

One Fresno County grower use.s an original 
device to apply his zinc solution. He attaches 
a can full of the solution to his waist. A 
rubber tube runs from this to a perforated 
brush handle, giving a constant flow of solu
tion to his brush. 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
Bv A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc. Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein 

GENERAL 
At this time· in the year, whe,n the vine sea

·son is just starting, we usually discuss the sea
:sonal prospects, with a few reminders of the 
routine work which is likely to be especially 
important. The bud-burst is always of in
urest as giving the first impressions of the 
.coming yield; and the nature of the early 
part of the season is of particular importance 

<On account of its bearing on diseases and pests. 
Most of the work of the vineyards is well 
forward, and so far the man-powe,r lost to the 
~ndustry by war needs has not been particu
larly felt, though some of the older growers 
have found out that they are still capable of 
,doing a good day's work. The extent of 
labor shortage will no doubt be manife.st at 

:harvest time. In the meantime, the work of 
the vineyards was helped by the absence of 
:rain interruptions until the shoots came out, 
and the only extra work is associated with 

;additional sprayings due to the spring rains. 
THE BUD-BURST 

The shoots came out at the normal time, 
which in this district is during the first few 
days in September. Early observations in
·dicated that the loss of leaves last autumn in 
parts of the district had some effect on sprout
Ing. The shoots took a little longer to come 
-out, with rather a greater percentage of smal1 
-shoots. There is also a tendency this year for 
:sprouting at the crown of the vine, probab!v 
:_associated with a lack of food reServes in th(" 
,canes. The show of fruit tS satisfactory, 
'though a normal crop rather than a very 
heavy one is to be expected. We usually esti
:mate, the "potential" -crop by comparing the 
;percentage of fruit buds, and of sprouting, 
w;rith that of other years. This potential crop 
of course has to nm the hazards of disease, 
frosts, hail, rain~ heat-waves, atld a -few other 
things, which take a greater toll in some year~ 
than others. Early indications are that the crop, 
considered from the point of view of the num
ber of bunches, is at preSent just under the 
:average of recent years. Last year there 
·,was a record number of bunches showing, and 
rthe count this year on 20 sites in various dis
tricts shows a decline of 33 per cent. in _the 
number of bunches. This does not mean 
tthat the crop will necessarily be light to that 
,.extent, since fewer bunches allow a pick-up 
:by greater development. Last year's high 
-yields happened because of the very higl1 
·number of bunches carried,. which offset the 
·rather poor development of sugar in the 
·grapes. This year's potential crop is about 
average, and should give satisfactoiy yields if 
·the season proves normal. 

IRRIGATIONS 
The same old crop of discussions came up 

·this year, as is usual in all years of early irri
;gations. Nearly all the vineyards in the 
.dried fruits areas were watered before bud
burst, and the remainder soon after. These 
,early waterings do not give the, frost protec
tion that we get by watering in September. 
Most of the Water Boards, however, have 
,given up trying to time the irrigation for the 
frost that may or may not come along. The 
frosts have occurred variously from early Sep
-tember until well into October, and guessing 

ahead so as to bring the water and the frost 
together has not been very successful. Some
times it has proved disastrous when attempted 
with general irrigations, as the frost has come 
to some growers while awaiting water. A 
few districts arranged for special frost water
ings, which were either abandoned or post
poned when the rain came along. We are not 
out of the wood yet, but it is satisfactory to 
re.ach October without a damaging frost. 

·Most of the districts are now more or less 
in line as far as irrigation is -concerned. This 
year, with a cool spring and some rain, there 
will be no moisture shortage during October, 
except on weedy and unworked land. It is, on 
the whole, sound to have as long a period as 
possible between irrigations in the early 
spring, as this provides opportunity to bring 
them closer together in the hot weather. ThiS 
year, following the dry winter, there has been 
considerable salt rise on the grey soils, which 
are liable to salt. The e.ffect is showing prin
cipally ori the currants as whitish leaves. We 
expect considerable correction of this condi
tion afte~ the next irrigation, and the bene
fits of irrigation will be enhanced by multiple 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Federal Council Meeting 
The, 1940 meeting of the Federal 

Council of the A.D.F.A. will be held at 
Mildura, commencing on Monday, Oc
tober 28. The Board of Management 
meeting preceding this conference wil! 
be held on the Friday and Saturday. 

t .................................. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,~ 
furrow or semi-flood irrigation, so as to wet 
as much of the surface soil as possible. 

CINCTURlNG 
Cincturing will be in progress by the time 

the "News" is again in print. On the whole, 
cincturing presents few problems, as distriCt 
practices have been successful. The most use
ful criticisni that can be made is in reference 
to the effect of the .. ciricture on subsequent 
yields. Where the cincture has been suffici
ently drastic to result: in .. dead wood" patches, 
the health of the vine is gradually depressed, 
and the yields reducod. On the whole, the 
common dncturing tool, which remove:s a 
small strip of bark, gives satisfactory results. 
On old vines, which require little check, a 
single cut with the knife suffices, and this 
procedure helps to maintain the vigor of the 
vines. 

The· time of cincturing is important, best 
results being obtained by making the cut when 
the majority of the caps have fallen. Early 
cincturing tends to depress the, vigor of the 
vine, and also the yield. Occasionally, early 
cincturing has been associated with a propor
tion of very small· .berries. Late cincturing 
also depresses yield, and possibly improves 
quality. It also gives the full sugared fruit 
subject to rain damage. 

Summing up the results of many trials and 
observations made in reference to cincturing, 
it may be said that the present practice of 
cincturing when the majority of the caps have 
fallen should be continued, though some vari-
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ation is necessary when a large area has to be 
covered. A careful watch for dead wood 
near the cincture should be kept, . and this 
fault corrected by lighter and more careful 
cincturing. The single cut with a knife is ade
quate on old vines; and it may be pointed out 
that this fact is not always recognised. 

BLACK SPOT 
The season opened with rain on the young 

shoots during the :first weeks of growth. Most 
people at present are agreeably disappointed 
at not finding much black spot about. But 
this satisfaction will not last long, and it is 
safe to say that even without further rains 
we can promise them some nice specimens 
later. Actually, we· were lucky in that the 
first two rains fell within ten days. Black spot 
starts each season by means of wintering 
.spores from the old pits on canes and bark. 
The second crop of summer spores .commence 
to bud off after ten days. These summer 
spores are much more numerous and constitute 
the main attack. The early rains, however, fell 
within the period of primary infection, and 
spraying, plus lighter rains since, has prevent
ed the main attack from the summer spores. 
The infection that has occurred from the third 
rain is now showing up. 

We should not be too hopeful about all this. 
There was enough rain to start black spot, 
and plenty of infection from last year to con
stitute a danger. The only safe course now is 
to have the vines coated with Bordeaux in 
case -of further rain. The point must be made 
that Bordeaux is preventative only. We spray 
for the next rain, since the only value of the 
spray is to prevent the entry of -black spot to 
the tissues of the plant. The spray has no cur
ative value. 

OIDIUM 
This disease is with us every season. Last 

year attacks were mild. Oidium, however, has 
a habit of cropping up in a very insidious 
form every year or two. The main criticism 
of treatment in this district -is that it is usual
ly too late. Many growers frequently wake 
up to the fact that it is widespread in Novem
ber, and then commenct:~ sulphuring. Su1phur
ing should be done at least once before flower
ing, at flowering, and be continued at inter
vals of two to three weeks. In seasons when 
Oidium is prevalent, sulphurings continue 
well into January. 

THE LIGHT BROWN APPLE MOTH 
'There has been little evidence of an early 

attack such as occurred on the young shoots 
la.st year; but the first definite brood of moths 
is now about. A survey of the seasonal oc
currence of the moths has been made in 
recent years by the Victorian Department of 
Agriculture; and Mr. Roberts tells me that 

"WATER INTO GOLD" 
By Ernestine Hill 

Author ~f '~The Great Australian 
Loneliness" 

REVISED CHFJAPER EDITION 
ON SA'LE AT 6/-

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enqu:re at your nearest Bookseller. 
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the first big batch of moths has just come 
into the lutes. This set of lures is put out in 
the vineyard of Mr. W. Heaysman, of Car
dross. The value of the lures is not, of course, 
in the moths that are trapped, as these num
bers, which may run into hundreds, and oc
casionally thousands, are too insignificant to 
affect the total moth population that is about. 
But the trapped moths do indicate the time 
of emergence of the main brood. There are 
always one or two stmys about, and we find 
one or two in the traps for several 
weeks; and then; suddenly, within a day or 
two, the number of trapped moths runs into 
hundreds. 

These facts have a pr~ctical, and sometiml$ 
a sinister significance. The present brood will 
lay eggs on the young shoots, and most of this 
second brood will have completed its life cycle 
and given a second and Vf'll'Y large emergence 
of moths by the time that the sultana berries 
haVe set. Looking ahead, one can expect a 
heavy infestation of the bunches unless ade
quatfi precautions are taken.:The most import
ant safeguard is the ubunch protection spray'' 
given as soon as the berries have set. 

This spray consists of Bordeaux, with the 
addition of arsenate of lead. The timing of 
the poison spray for the larvae of the light 
brown apple moth is particularly important, 
as only the young larvae take the poison. · 

"ELEMENTARY DIETETICS" 
We are in receipt of an interesting little 

book bearing the above title and written by 
George Zephirin Dupain. Mr. Dupain, who 
is an Associate of the A,ustralian Cheinical In
stitute, and -a Fellow of the Chemical Society, 
has written a number of other books dealing 
with diet in relation to general fitness. 

The book contains some interesting facts, 
set out in simple form, and gives -a good deal 
of information relating to food values in dried 
fruits. 

A schOol edition is· available at 2/, and lib
dry copies: are priced at 3/.-George B. Philip 
and Son, Pitt Street, Sydney. 

PERSONAL 
At a meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits 

Board held in Melbourne on August 8, 1940, 
the chairman, Mr. Parker J. Moloney, took 
the opportunity, on behalf of the Board, of 
congratulating Mr. A. Rawlings on his re
election, and said he wished to stat~ his plea
sure that the personnel of the Board remain
ed unalte~ed. Members also individually 
voiced their personal gratification concerning 
the result of the extraordinary election. Mr. 
Rawlings. in reply, expressed his thanks and 
appreciation of the above sentiments and 
stated he was very glad to be once again a 
representative of the dried fruits growers on 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 

• * * * • 

It is gratifying to note that Mr. Molone.y, 
who recently contested the Senate elections 
in Victoria, -has been re-appointed to the 
chairmanship of the Victorian State Board 
by the Executive Council. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Agents' figures supplied to the end of Sep

tember disclose the following position:-

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

Apricots 
Nf'!ctarines 
Peaches 
Pears 
Prunes 

VINE FRUITS 
Tons. Tons. 
1940 1939 
2,886 2,593 
7,042 7,037 
2,797 2,071 

- ---
12,72 5 11,701 

TREE FRUITS 

885 640 
21 21 

294 213 
122 72 

1,612 1 ,2!1 
-- ---

2,934 2.117 

Tons. 
1938 
2,393 
6,438 
3,020 

---
11,851 

534 
30 

212 
60 

1,05 5 
---

1,891 
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Frost Damage Negligible 

CONFERENCE TO BE iHELD AT 
MILDURA 

There are reports of isolated danlage in 
some South Australian areas, but as these were 
not extensive enough to be -a commercial loss, 
it would appear that the industry has arrived 
safely over the ·first hurdle. This is very 
gratifying in these times of higher costs and 
lower net returns when growers need· the 
maximum production from their land to a'. 
gre,ater extent than ever. 

Since the early conferences arranged by the
A.D.F.A., when leading students of the prob
lem were brought from three States to set out 

,,,,,,,,,.,,, .. ,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, .. ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,, 

Mr. E. J. Mulvaneyt who has been appointM 
ed to the Export Control Board as Com .. 
mercia! Member, in the place of the late 
Mr. A. F. Bell, C.M.G. 
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a guide on the question, a good deal of close" 
study under actual field conditions has been 
carried out and much has been learned. 

However, we note that, an article on frost 
prevention in the August issue of the "Dried: 
Fruits News'• has been challenged as being in- _ 
correct and misleading. As -this article was. 
based on the findings of several groups of 
highly experienced men, over several States~ 
working with costly and up-to-date instru
ments under field conditions, and the doubt 
came from an established frost club at Waik
erie, it has been decided to arrange for a fur
ther meeting of the parties interested. 

This will take place at Mildura on Monday, 
October 28, at 8 p.m., in the A.D.F.A. rooms. 
Invitations have been extended to those con
cerned, and the expenses will be met by the 
A.D.F.A. head office. On account of trans
port difficUltieS, due to rationing, arrange
ments are in the hands of 1vfr. J. B. Murdoch, 
of the Board of Management, to facilitate 
travel of the fiost club members in S.A. by 
endeavoring to provide seating in transport · 
arranged for delegates to the Federal Council 
meeting being held in Mildura at that tinie. 
An invitation is eXtended to Victqrian grow
ers who are int.erested in the frost problem to 
attend as visitors. 

From this conference it should be possible 
to clear up any points oh which there is not 
a practicable degree of unanimity, and having 
regard to. the great amount of -actual experi
ence gained over the past five years by the 
concerted efforts of the individual frost clubs, 
an f'!Xtremely sound recommendation should 
emanate from the conference that will be well 
worth the moderate cost to the growers' or
ganisation. 
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Suggested Moving. of Surplus 
Foods .to England and France. 

The .war's effect on Californian dried fruits 
gro~ers- is calamitous. The blockade -of-enemy 
territory, which includes the' many- countries 
seized hy Germany, has seriously aff-ected Am
erica's-markets and she is faced with the need 
to· do' something drastic. The industrial· sec
tiOn is -booll).ing in the supply of Allied. war 
need$, and the primary producers --are being as
sisted frOm funds established to buy- surplus 
products. Britain, for instance, is not buying 
fruit from America on .account of -the need to 
conserve dollar exchange for munitions. The 
brief extiitct from "The California Fruit 
News'' dealing with a proposal to overcome 
this difficulty by long-term credits is of vital 
interest to us, having regard to the value of 
the British market to this industry. It reads: 

"There is some ·discussion in· Washington 
about the possible arrangement of · credits 
through the F.S.C.C. and the Export-Import 
Bank to finance food sales to Great Britain 
and. France out of the purchases of surpluses 
that the Federa'l Surplus Commodities Corpor
ation has been buying or will buy. It is sug
gested that throUgh these two organisations 
the purchases of surplus foods through the 
F.S.C.C. can be moved abroad under a credit 
arrangement without Congressional action, 
provided, of course, public sentime.nt does not 
oppO§e. In this latter, public sentiment is felt 
generally to be in favor of assisting in that 
outlet. 

"A recent announ·cement of Congressman 
Gearhart, of California, 'Concerning progre.ss 
in Washington of a barter arrangement for
the purchase of tin and some other needed 
supplies for this country from Britain to be 
paid for (among other things) by some con
siderable tonnages of prunes and raisins, in
volves a matter of much interest to the Cali
fornia dried fruit industry, of course. It i8 
said, however, that one important trouble 
with this matter is thilt the barter to exchange 
prunes and raisins for tin involves the fact 
that the tin concerned is still in the ground 
in Malaya." 

RED CLIFFS TO HAVE SOIL MAP 
IN COLOR 

Growers will be aware of the extreme ad
·vantage of the use of colors in any contour 
map. This has been an outstanding feature of 
-the recent soil survey publications _of the 
C.S.I.R. relating to the many dried fruits 
~areas c-overed. 

Due to the exigencies of the times and the 
-probable need for the absolute need for strict 
economy in all Commonwealth departments ' 
_other than those involved in the direct war 

effort, funds were not available f-or the print~ 
ing of the recently completed survey of the 
Red Cliffs area. 

To meet definite disadvantage of the print
ing of a contour m_ap in black and white, a 
meeting was arranged betwebt -Mr. Lyon, of
ficer-in-charge of the Merbein Research Sta
tion, distriCt packers operating in the Re4 
Cliffs area, and the Red Cliffs branch of the 
A.D.F .A., and it was :agreed to subscribe the 
amount of £113 needed to ensure the color 
printing of the maps, copies of which go t-o 
each grower. This sum was found on the fol
lowing basis of contribution: 

Packers, £93, based on one penny farthing 
per ton · of their respective- handlings in the 
Red Cliffs area; the Red Cliffs Branch, £20. 
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,"''!''''''''''""''''"'"'"""""""'""'""'"@ 

Great Britain To Take ~ 
Our 1941 Surplus of 1 
Dried Vine Fruits 1 

Senator McLeay Gives Assurance 1 
W1Iile we have had good reason to § 

consider that Great Britain would take § 
our dried fruits again this season, the ~ 
absence of any 'official indication of the 
position disallowed any definite conclu
sion regarding the future of the 1941 
surplus. It is of more than ordinary 
interest, therefore, to set out a report 
that appeared in the «•Murray Pioneer" 
of recent date. This states:-

In the course of his electioneering ad
dress at Renmark last we$, Sen a tor G. 
McLeay (Minister for Trade and Cus
toms) stated: ·~we have be_en advised 
that the British Ministry of Food will 
purchase the whole of the exportahlfi -
surplus of Australian dried vine fruits 
for the 1941 season." 

This statement was questioned by Mr. 
H. D. Howie (chairman of the 
A.D.F.A.), who said that nothing de
finite in this direction had come to the 
knowledge of the Commonwealth Ex
port Control Board, of which he is a 
member. The Senator, however, vouch
ed for the accuracy of the intimation, 
which- he said he had on the authority 
of the Minister for Commerce (Ron. A. 
G. Cameron) . 

Commenting on this piece of news, 
Mr. Howie said _that it was pleasing_ to 
learn that Britain was prepared to take 
the whole of the surplus again. The 
effecting of a deal would be awaited 
with keen interest, and it was to be 
hoped that it would maintain the open
ing rates of the past season. 

; : 
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THE MllDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 
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Mr. J. B. Murdoch to Leave 
S.A. State Board 

Will Not Seek Re:election in November 
Next 

It is with some regret that we~ publish the 
following letter from Mr. Bruce Murdoch, 
who has served the industry_ well during his 
long term on the Board, and particularly 
through those difficult times when the stabil
ity of the industry was in the melting pot. 
That it emerged more strongly welded than 
ever before is due greatly to the efforts of 
men of the outlodk of Mr. Murdoch. 

In his letter he states:-
«May I have the opportunity of advising 

YOur readers, and particularly ·those in 
South Australia, that, at the ·forthcoming 
State Board election in November, I do not 
propose to offer ·myself for re-election as a 
gr-owers' representative. 

"In coming to this decis-ion after careful 
consideration, I have been influenced by the 
belief that, following the very sound stab
ilisation of the industry, it is a suitable time 
for me to stand aside and afford an oppor
tunity for someone else to carry on in 
growers' interests. 

"I would like to heartily thank my fellow 
South- Australians for the support, both 
personally and via the ballot box, they have 
accorded me over the fourteen years I have 
had the honor and privilege of representing 
them on the South Australian Dried Fruits 
Board. 

"It is my intention, circumstances per• 
m1tting, to continue my other activities in 
the interest of the industry. 

Yours faithfully, 
October 7th, 1940. J. B. MURDOCH. 

THE WEALTH OF THE 
BRITISH EMPIRE 

The following extract from a bulleti?- issued 
by the Department of Information is of inter
est. It is published at the request of the 
department. 

In a war in which money talks at least as 
loudly as guns, it is particularly interesting 
and im_,portant to compare· the position of 
Britain and the Dominions· with that of Ger
many. 

Re::::ent estimates place the nett national 
income of the United Kingdom at 
£5,320,000,000, and that of Cinada, Aus~· 
tralia, South Africa and New Zealand to
gether at £2,143,000,000. The joint incomes 
exceed ·by £963,000,000, the amount of 
£6,500,000,000 for Germany, including seized 
Polish and Czech territories. 

If the wealth of India and the colonial ter
ritories were taken into consideration,. the con
trast would be startling. 

The full significance of the part played by 
the wealth of the belligerents will become 
more and more apparent as _the war goes on. 

CANADA'S FINE WAR EFFORT 
In the first six months of the last war Can

ada spent 50,000,000 dollars. Up to March 31, 
1940, the outlay was 115,000,000 dollars. 
From August 4, 1914, to March 31, 1916t 
expenditure was 230,000,000 dollars. From 
September 3, 1939, to March 31, 1940, the 
corresponding figure was about 715,000,000 
dollars, or over three times as much as in the 
first German war. 

Canadian Gov·ernment pUl:chases of war 
materials and supplies now average about 
1,700,QOO dollars a day. 

The British Government, through the 
Ministry of Supply, will spend about 
445,000,000 dollars, or £96,000,000, in Can
ada during the £rst year of the war. 

The importance of Canada as a source o£ 
financial, not to mention militaty power, can
not be over-estimated. 

• 
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ITEMS FOR FEDERAL 
COUNCIL AGENDA 

In addition to the usual routine ffiatters of 
administration that have to be dealt with an
nually, the following matters are listed for dis
cussion at the Federal Council meeting to be 
held at Mildura: 

Rising Price of Grower Commodities: .. That 
the rising price of grower commodities rela
tive to the prices rec~ved for Dried Fruits be 
discussed/, (Merbein Dried Fruits Growers' 
Union). 

Nominations for BO<trd of Management: 
"That nominations for grower members or 
member of the Board of Management for 
eJection at annual Federal Council meeting 
shall be made from the District Council con
cerned." (Mid-Murray Valley District Coun
cil A.D.F.A.). 

Stability of the Industry: "That Federal 
Council discuss the question of the stability 
of the industry and :appoint a committee, if 
necessary, to formulate proposals to safeguard, 
the :financial position of growers in view of 
the difficulties now arising from war condi
tions and which may be expected to continue 
during the post-war period." (iMid-Murray 
Valley District Council A,.D.F.A.). 

Agents' Financial Responsibilities: ''That 
Federal Council investigate the question of the 
Association taking over financial responsibili
ties incurred by defaulting agents." (Mur
rumbidgee District Council A.D.F.A.). 

Inspection of Drying Greens: "That the co
-operation of the Department of Commerce 
and packers be sought in encouraging inspec
tors to see drying greens with a view to the 
reduction of foreign matter in dried fxuit." 
(Non-Irrigated Council A.D.F.A.). 

Standard of Production: "That this confer
ence stresses the need for growers to maintain 
their high standard of production." (South 
Australian State Conference). 

Noxious Weed Seeds: "That the Inspectorial 
Department be asked to carr:y out a more rigid 
control of fruit infected with noxious weed 
seeds, mainly innocent weed." (South Aus
tralian State Conference). 

Inspectors: .. That the Department of Com
merce be approached with a view to reducing 
the number of inspectors operating in South 
Australia." (South Australian State Confer
once). 

Publicity: ''Whilst appreciating the work 
done by the Publicity Committee in Australia, 
it is felt that the utmost effort should be 
made to increase home consumption, and this 
conference urges an intensification of the 
campaign among retailers.'' (South Australian 
State Conference). 

Post War Re-organisatio-n: That we ask the 
Federal Government when planning for post 
war re-organisation, to give the same consid
eration to both primary and secondary indus
tries." (South Australian State Conference). 

Marking of Grades by Re!!ailers: "That we 
press for the enforcement of the marking of 
the grade of fruit displayed for sale in the 
shop windows." (South Australian State Con
ference). 

Sul'""''"-8eason 1940-Account Sale Dif
feren.tials: uThat in view of the wide _differ
ence in the prices realised for the higher irades 
of sultanas in the first and second United 
Kingdom contracts, the question of differen
tials, as :fixed by the Board of Management, 
be discussed." (Red Cliffs Branch A.D.F.A.). 

I' 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of' packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disl)oses of g.rubs, · eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 
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Australian Dried Fruits Publicity in Canada 

The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export 
Control Board has received a report from the 
Assistant Australian Trade Commissioner in 
Canada (Mr. R. R. Ellon) relating to the ad
vertising- scheme carried out in Canada ~n re
spect of Australian currants, sultanas and 
lexias. 

Advertisements laying special emphasis on 
the food value of Australian currants and 
rJ.isins appeared m the grocery and bakery 
tr.ade papers throughout Canada. Tho! adver
tisements were printed in English and in 
French to suit the requirements of the Brit
ish as well as the large French Canadian popu
lation. 

A special exhibit of Australian dried fruits 

was also placed in the Canadian National Ex
hibition which was held at Toronto. A pboto 
of the Australian section appears above. 
This exhibition, attended by a vast number of 
people, was an excellent medium for making 
known the high quality of Australian dried 
frnit. 

The cost of the year's advertising in Canada 
was defrayed by the- Dried Fruits Export Con
trol Board. The publicity generally is an im
portant factor in bringing about the very heavy 
consumption whish now exists in Canada of 
Australian currants, sultanas and lexias. This, 
for the 1940 season crop, was 20,000 tons-
some 2867 tons higher than the record of 
1938 (17,133 tons). 

'"''''''''"''"''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''"''''' '''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''""'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''"'"''''''"""'"'''''''''''"'''''' 

THE STATISTICAL 
POSITION 

A Confident Note 
Any review of the statistical position of the 

industry is necessarily concerned with figures 
- and their analyses. In this issue we have litt:le 
to add' regarding the 1940 crop. An important 
statement by Senator McLeay to the effect 
that we are assured of the sale of the surplus 
of the coming crop is satisfactory. That., in 
the second year of war, Britain is prepared. to 
afford some priority to our fruit, is an im
mensely important matter to the growers, who 
have been concerned to know as to what 
might now be regarded as being the policy of 
the United Kingdom. That she is again pre
pared to take up our surplus augurs well for 
the future. 

In this regard it is of interest to examine 
the factors op~rating. The situation in the 
Me,diterranean, and the policy in connection 
with purchases from the U.S.A. largely gcv
ern the position. The latter aspect has be~n 
dealt with before and it is to the former that 
we must look to have some appreciation of the 
future. In fhe first year of war the purchases
of dried fruits from this centre had some re
action on values of fruit taken from us, and 
had not the recent developments taken place 
in the war situation in these regions we could 
have anticipated some difficulties for futures. 

However, a dramatic change has come in 
the last w~k, and the .Mediterranean situation 
is such that our C'ompetitors are finding it in
creasingly difficult to ship to London. Costs, 
risks and shipping facilities are operating 
against t~em, and they are faced with war in 
its worst form in their own territory. They 
urgently need to store foods. Thea-e appears 
to be a programme of concerted attack on 
Greek ships, and several are reported sunk in 
the Mediterranean recently. And so is the 
situation one that must be in our favor from 

a trading point of view, but it is with mixed 
feeling that it is recorded, for these compe
titor countries are our potential allies. 

THE LONDON POSITION 
·In an address at Mildura recently, Mr. P. 

Malloch quoted some food values of dried 
fruits set out by prominent British dieticians, 
and also mentioned the economiC's regarding 
shipping space. The Ministry of Food has 
spent large sums in advertising this form of 
food for war time needs. 

Reports from London indicate a remarkable 
demand for all forms of dried fruits. Recent 
stocks of dried figs and dates were considered 
to be a problem in the trade, but these have 

'all been cleared over-week, so to speak, and 
it is the opinion that the demand will con
tinue. 

Australian fruit stored in the United King
dom is of excellent quality, and will be ab
sorbed by the Xmas demand, which covers 
the period September to J ahuary. An indica
tion of the. demand for dried fruits is given in 
a report to the effect that, from September 
7, 1939, to July 24, 1940, the total amount 
distributed was 194,000 tons. This is a much 
greater tot:? I than normal figures,· and in
cluded 74,000 tons of sultanas, 61,500 tons 
of currants, and 6,700 tons of raisins. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing DTied· 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, Hl34, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN STATE CONFERENCE(!~~~~) 
Commonwealth Sales Position Stronger 

Shortage of Labor -Possible 
Many matters of moment to the industry were dealt with at the recent confer
.ence of delegates from the river areas in South Australia, and some interest
ing points were brought out in the discussions. This report is compiled from. the 
general minutes of the conference, together with extracts f.rom the "Murray 
.Pioneer." 

In opening the conference, Mr. Howie said 
:::chat owing to the necessity for economising in 
transport costs, it had been decided that the. 
non-irrigated areas should hold their confer
,ence nearer home this year, and that the irii
gation areas should confer at Berri, and each 
,body to nominate their own delegates to Fed
eral Council meeting, which was to be held at 
Mildura. 

In a short review of the dried fruits pOs-i
tion, M:r. Howie said that the disposal of low 
_grade currants of the M1.F. grade had been .a 
worry to the industry, but he was now pleased 
;tO say that 400 tons of this grade had been 
disposed of. Last year's fruit had been sold, 
and he saw no reason to believe that the dis
posal of next year's crop might not also be 
satisfactory. 

POSSIBLE LABOR SHORTAGE 
The :first matter to come under discussion 

·was that of the possibility of a shortage of 
:labor during the next harvesting season. Many 
suggestions were made, and eventually brought 

rOUt the following resolutions: 
"That the Board of Management take im

·mediate steps to interview, the Minister for the 
.Army with the object of avoiding military 
camps for militia compulsory trainees in the 
.dried fruits districts during the months of 
·February and March." 

"In the event of an acute shortage of labor 
.arising in the areas adjacent to the internment 
camps, that the board of management be re
·quested to bring under the notice of the mili
·tary authorities, the desirability o:f assisting in 
'harvesting of crops by the use of such inter
·nees under prescribed conditions." 

"That letters be sent to the Chambers of 
'Commerce and Manufacturers, and the secre
tary of Public Service Commission, drawing 
attention to the probable shortage o-f labor 
during harvest months in February and March, 
and asking for their co-operation in fixing an
nual holiday and long leave during that 
period.n 

Mr. McKay, of the Berri Co-operative 
Packing Union, said that circulars had been 
sent to all individual shareholders cofl.taining 
a questionaire regarding labor in sight and 
1abor required for next fruit. season. Replies 
·had been received from 80 per cent. of grow
·ers, and from these replies it is estimated that 
a fairly accurate forecast could be made of the 
"labor requirements. It looks as though .there 
will be a shortage of rarbout 1000 harvest hands 
ln the Berri and Renmark district, and that 
every avenue should be explored in obtaining 
sufficient labor. 

It was thought by some delegates that as the 
wheatgrowers were not expecting to harvest a 
crop, they might be glad of work at fruit pick
ing. It was generally recognised that this 
tyPe of labor had been the best obtainable in 
the past, and if the idea was sufficiently pub
'Jicised it would bring many farmers in to the 
fruit growing areas. 

EXPECTATIONS OF LARGER 
QUANTITIES OF LEXIAS 

Mr. Jemison introduced the subject of lexias 
for the coming season, an"d thoUght that in 
the event of Wineries restricting their intake 
of fresh gordos, a larger quantity might be · 
dried. This, said lv.fr. Jemison, might not be 
a bad thing if a moderately inCreased tonnage 

was dried, but might prove embarrassing if 
they were all dried. 

lvfr. Howie said that an extra thousand or 
fifteen hundred tons would be rather wel
comed than otherwise, but if the quantity 
dried should reach 3000 or 4000 tons, it 
would create a problem. In the event of good 
clearances of wine between now and harvest 
time, the position would right itself. 

lvfr. Seary thought that the lexia position 
was bound up with th~ sultana crop. If a big 
crop of sultanas was harvested it would leave 
little rack space for gordos, but in the event 
of :a small sultana crop, it was quite on the 
cards that a bigger tonnage of gordos would 
be dried. 

The general conclusion arrived at was that 
the position would balance itself, and that a 
slightly greater tonnage of lexias would be 
dried, hut that the position would need to be 
closely watched. 

COST OF PRODUCTION 
Mr. Till introduced a discussion on primary 

production in relation to seCondary industries, 
and claimed that the cost of production should 
be guaranteed to primary industries. The 
following resolution was passed after a long 
discussion: 

"That we ask the Federal Government when 
plaiming post war re-organisation to give the 
same consider:ation to both primary and sec
ondary industries." 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
:M:r. Till also brought up the. matter of in

creasing sales of dried fruits in Australia, con
tending that a closer attention to consumer 
needs would have great advantages. He illus
trated his remarks by the submission- of pack
ets of cellophane w~apped fr'uit. Mr. Till was 
supported by Mr. E. N. Seary, who advocated 
an intensive campaign -amongst retailers. Mr. 
Jemison related his experiences in this regard 
in other parts of the State, and it was gener
ally agreed that retailers should be more fully 
educated in the uses and advantages of dried 
fruits. 

Mr. ]. B. Murdoch said that a good deal 
had been done to popularise dried fruits, and 
very fine window displays had been made in 
capital cities and the larger country towns. 
This helped to increase sales in the Common
we,aelth-an incr,ease which was considerable. 
Every scheme for Publicity and pushing sales 
needed money, and if growers were prepared to 
find the money, men would be found to make 
sales and push distribution. 

Mr. Howie also spoke on this matter, and 
said, "Directly a scheme is suggested to in
crease sales, the first thing asked is, ~where are 
you going to get the money?' Efforts for pub
licity are entirely dependent on funds avail
able." Sales of dried fruits, he said, had in
creased in Australia since the stabilisation 
scheme had been in operation; in fact there 
was room for additional plantings of apricots, 
while an increased planting of peaches, nec
tarines and even prunes would not be amiss. 
Sales had increased in the Commonwealth to 
such an extent that Australia has jumped 
from: fourth to second- place in the world's per 
capita consumption of dried fruits. :M:r. 
Howie pointed out that before the advent of 
prunes being brought under the -influence of 
the A.D.F.A., the.y were a glut in the market; 
but since being listed under A.D.F.A. control, 

they sold readily and were even in short 
supply. 

CONTROL OF NOXIOUS WEEDS 
The control of noxious weeds took up quite 

a time in discussion'. This centred principally 
around "Innocent Weed," the spikes of which 
penetrated vine fruits and made them unfit 
for market. A more rigid control of fruit de
livered at packing houseS, containing seeds of 
innocent weed, was urged. It was thought 
that the present authorities (district councils) 
were not doing their part in the control of 
noxious weeds. It w:as resolved: .. That the 
Inspectorial Department be aslked to -carry out 
a more rigid control of fruit infested with 
noxious weed seeds, mainly 'innocent weed.'" 

GRASSHOPPER MENACE 
O~ring to the possibilities of a grasshopper 

plague developing, a discussion took place on 
the matter, leading to the following resolu
tion ~being pa_ssed: "That this conference 
draw the attention of the Department of 
Agriculture and the district councils on the 
river to the danger of ·a plague of grasshop
pers, and urge them to take immediate action 
to deal with it." 

REPRESENTATIVES TO FEDERAL 
CONFERENCE 

The election of representatives to Fede.ral 
conference resulted in Messrs. Curren, Ruston, 
Jemison, Scott and Sims being elected. 

FEWER INSPECTORS FAVORED 
After a discussion _on the number of fruit 

inspectors operating in various packing houses 
in South Australia, the following resolution 
was passed: "That the Deputy of Commerce 
be approached with 'a view to reducing the 
number of inspectors operating in S.A." 

GRANT TO C.S.I.R. RESEARCH 
STATION (MERBEIN) 

Mr. Sims stated that, as the Control &ard 
grant to this body had been reduced by £300, 
his branch considered that this should be made 
up by the South Australian growers. The 
motion, "That .in view of the value of the 
C.S.I.R. Station to South Australian growers, 
it be a recommendation from this State con
ference that growers levy themselves at 3d 
per ton-such collection to be organised by 
the Packers' Association under the directioiJ. 
of the Board of Management," was lost. 

IMPORTATION OF DATES 
Mr. Howie stated that this matter had ~beeft 

brought under the notice of the Federal auth
orities at various times, but it was difficult to 
prove that the restriction on dates would assist 
the lexia grower. He stated that· the figures 
disdosed when there was only -a small quan
tity of dates imported there were correspond
ingly small sales of lexiaS. Likewise the years 
in which there was a high tonnage of d'ates 
imported our sales of lexias were exceptionally 
large. Mr. Curren stated that the dates were 
still more sa:ught after than raisins. The price 
of dates, with the duty now at 6d, acted as a 
partial restriction. No motion was put be
forf'J the meeting on this subject. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

STATION SRM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7.15 to 
7.30 p.m. (South Australian Time) 

every Tuesday Night. 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers. 
Wave- Len,gth, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles. 

Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide. 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berri, S.A. 
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The Response of 
Artificial 

Sultana Vines 
Nitrogen 

to 

By A. L. TISDALL, M.Ag.Sc. 

I. INTRODUCTION ment was forward enough, Baume and acidity, 
In the South Australian irrigation districts~ The latter were commenCed about mid-Janu

a series of experiments which form part of the ary. 
fertiliser research programme of the Merbein 3. In each year, the we.ights of fresh fruit 
Research Station, have been carried on for the were obtained from all plots. 
past three seasons. 4. In the final y,ear, about 10 to 20 lbs. 

As these trials have given results consistent of fresh fruit were ·sampled from each plot. 
with those being carried out in other vine dis- On these samples the Baume.s and fresh 
tricts, it has now been decided to discontinue weights were obtained. The fruit was then 
them. The object was to determine the ef-"'""-dried on- trays and from the measurement of 
feet of applications of sulphate of ammonia dried weights the drying ratios were calcu
on both seasonal development and yield of sui- lated. · Classing was then carried out on the 
tana vines. same samples. 

II. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE 
Sites were selected in the principal South 

Australian districts, each one on a different 
holding, to give a variety of cultural prac
tices and soil types. The soil types and their 
locations were as follows: 

1. Renmark 
a. Chaffoy, I.A. 
b. Renmark Block F. 
c. Renmar!k Block C. 

2. Berri 
a. Winkie 
b. Monash 
c. Glossop 

3. Barmera 
a. Nookamka 
b. Nookamka 
c. Loveday 
d. Cobdogla 

4. Waikerie 
Two sites. 

Soil Type 
Bookmark sandy loam 
Mainly Ral Ral loam 
Renmark loam 

Berri. sand 
Berri sandy loam 
Nookamka sandy loam 

Berri sand 
Barmera sandy loam 
Berri sand 
Renmark clay loam 

Soil unclassiiied, but 
both fairly light. 

The layout used was common to all sites. 
Each one consisted of four plots, two of which 
were manured, and two left as controls. Thus 
iwo comparisons were possible on each site. 
Each plot consisted of 16 vineo, eight in each 
of two rows. 

All manures other than nitrogenous - were 
left to the discrition of the owner. Similarly 

_all coyer crops were allowed. In all cases the 
"'tre.ltment applied by the grower, was con
stant- throughout the experiment. 

The fertiliser programme consisted of an 
application of 2-cwt. of sulphate of ammqnia 
broadcast in late August prior to sprouting, 
and a similar dressing in late Novem\>er prior. 
to setting. The measurement carried out were 
as follows:-

!. The soil on each plot w;as sampled a 
month after the first dressing in the fust sea
son of the experiment, with the objec't of de
termining the increase in nitrogen content 
by manuring. As such determinations are very 
variable, three samples were taken from each 
plot, 13 2 samples in all. Each sample was a 
composite of 6 holes dug with a l-in auger. 

2. In each year the fruit was sampled from 
mid-December to harvest at approximately 
fortnightly intervals. The observations made 
included berry size, and as soon as develop-

III. RESULTS 
The nitrogen content of the soil, measur

ed as nitrate, showed an average increase from 
+! to 9 p.p.m. with treatment; the increase 
-being obtained on all sites, whether cover 
crops were grown or not. 

With regard i~ maturation, .although the 
effects were slight, the same tendencies were 
shown in the three seasons. 

Th berries were in the region of 5 per cent. 
larger on the treated plots from mid-Decem
ber onwards. The differences in_ acidity were 
very small, but generally about 1 to 2 pe.r 
cent. higher on the treated plots over a simi
lar period. The Baume was 2 to 4 per cent. 
lower, but this decrease represented less than 
a half d<gree. 

Taking the average of all plots, the fresh 
yields in the first year showed no differences, 
but in the second and third years the treated 
plots had a signi:ficantly greater yield, 9! per 
cent and 13 per cent. respectively. Again, 
in the third season, the dried yields showed a 
significant incr6se due to nitrogen ( 9 per 
cent.), despite the slight decretd,se in Baume, 
which was, however, not enough to greatly 
influence quality. 

Considering each site individually, each one 
had · shown increases due to nitrogen by the 
third year. 

. FRUIT CLASSING 
On the average the nitrogen plots yielded 

fruit of slightly lower quality, but the differ
ence was less than half a grade, and would be 
more, than offset by the increase in yield. 

CONCLUSIONS 
1. Substantial increases in dried weight 

were obtained with artificial nitrogen on all 
the principal soil types of the S.A. districts, 
on sites with individual differences in cultural 
practic_es. This increase was obtained with a 
dressing of 4-cW'tJ. of sulphate of ammonia 
divided into two applications, despite a slight 
decrease in Baume (less than ! degree). It 
should be pointed oUt that heavier dressings 
may be detrimental. 

2. Slight tendencies fol- bigger berries, 
lower Baume, :ind higher acidity were noticed 
consistently through each season. The differ
ence in ,Baume, however, was not enough to 
have any great effect on quality, and was 
more than offset by the increase in yield. 

3. Dressings of sulphate of ammonia up 
to 4-cwt. per acr:e give economic returns. 

Plum Pudding .and Fruit 
Cakes For Troops 

SPECIAL PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 
If AKING EFFECT 

The Dried Fruits Publicity Committee con
sisting of representatives of the several State· 
Boards and the A.D.F.A. is active in featur
ing this form of gift to the fighting forces. 
In giving a general outline of the details, the· 
chairman (1vfr. P. J. Moloney) states that the. 
results to date are very satisfactory. 

In correspondence on the matter regarding: 
the selection of a suitable type of mixture, 
and ~he efforts to encuurage greater use, Mr .. 
Moloney states that he has been in touch with· 
various members of the trade-all of whom,. 
in effect, expressed the same opinion, viz.,._ 
that the mixture was a quick, inexpensive
way of making a plum pudding for immedi-ate
use but quite unsatisfactory for sending over
seas or even interstate. It was further stated 
that the only reliable way in which to send' 
plum puddings was in tins. Whilst tha 
pric€1 of the plum pudding mixture is only 
9d. per packet, there would be an additional 
amount for suet or butter, plus 3d. for one
pint of milk, making the. total price approxi
mately the sanie as the tinned article. He.-. 
has ascertained that puddings made by a lead
ing firm (which are packed in tins) contain· 
a good proportion of Au-stralian dried fruits~ 
and the firm claimS tha! their puddings will 
last 2 0 to 2 5 years-in fact, as long as the tin 
will last-and that the ingredients contain 
no preservatives. In addition to the above 
information, reports are to hand from cook
ery mistresses of the Department of Educa- · 
tion, setting oUt the impracticability of in
cluding plum puddings, which had been mad"" 
from samples of the various mixtures submit
ted to them for testing, in either overseas or 
interstate parcels. It was, ·therefore, decided' 
to abandon this proposal and, as a substitute, 
embark on a campaign of concentrated ad
v:ertising featuring tinned plum puddings and' 
fruit cakes, emphasising the fact that no more
acceptable gift could be forwarded to the 
1940 Australian soldiers. 

I have pleasure, states Mr. •Moloney, in en-
closing herewith, for your information: 

(a) copy of a letter dated 22nd ult., which 
w:as forwarded to the Australian Comfort~ 
Fund, Red Cross Society, and the Director-
Ge,neral of the Canteen Services of Aus~ 
tralia; 
"Dear Sir, _ . 

"For your information, I desire to inform 
you that the Dried Fruits Publicity Com
mittee, comprising the chairman of the· 
Australian Dried Fruits Association, the 
South Australian, New South Wales, and 
Victorian Dried Fruits Boards, was establish
ed in 1.?29 for the purpose of conducting 
a dried fruits publicity campaign, irrespec
tive of State boundaries. The principal aim 
of the committee is to stimulate interest in, 
and increase, as far as possible, the con
sumption of dried fruits within the Com
monwealth. 

"With this endl in view, it would be very 
much appreciated if your body would cO
operate with the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee' in its work -by arranging fOr the 
inclusion of tinned plum puddings and 
fruit pkes in parcels for soldiers overseas~ 
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.and also in camps in the Commonwealth. 
In this connection, I may mention that my 
,committee is about to embark in a cam
)paign of concentrated advertising featuring 
plum puddings and fruit cakes, ·and it is 
considered that no more acceptable gift 
~could be forwarded to the 1940 Australian 
·soldiers-thereby, at the same time; mater
ially aSsisting the 1914 returned -soldiers, 
who are today growers of what .are gener
ally recognised as being the best dried fruits 
~n the World. 

"For your infor-mation, I enclose a copy 
·Qf the type of advertisement that my com
mittee is arranging to have inserted in lead
ing newspapers and journals throughout the 
{Commonwe.alth." 

(b) Copy of notes of a telephone conver
·sation with the publicity officer to a large 
-:firm d-ealing in these lines. 

He reported that he had just ascertained 
:that the Australian Comforts Fund had made 
.arrangements for the despatch overseas of: 

15 ,OOU f-lb. plum puddings. 
15 ,'00'0 12-oz. fruit cakes. 
15 ,'0'00 ·tins of dried fruits and nuts. 
'Thi; officer added that in the last week, 

When he. had called on this organisation, he 
was informed that they had not decided what 
items they would include in the parcels, but 
xhat a decision in this connection would be 
:reached at an early date. There. was no doubt 
-rhat the representations contained in the let
:te.r: were largely responsible for the inclusion 
<of such large quantities of dJ;"ied fruits in_ the 
make-up, of overseas hampers. 

In reply to .1 request that he be good 
<enough to let the committee have a report at 
·rhe end of the months of. o~tober, November, 
and December, showing their sales of plum 
puddings and fruit cake.s as compared with the 
same period last- year-thus providing the 
committee with some evidence, of the results 
of its present concentrated campaign of ad
wertising, it was .agreed to assist in this way. 

Mr. Moloney goes on to state that arrange
ments-- have_ already he.en made for the inser
tion of several att.tactive advertisements, with 
accompanying paragraphs m leading news
papers and journals throughout the Common
wealth. The Han. Secretary of the Austral
jan Comforts Fund (Victorian Division) and 
the Dire.ctor of the Aust:ralian Defence Can
(teen Services have already replied, informing 
the committee of their wholehearted co-oper
ation in featuring dried fruits, the. Comforts 
;Fund, in addition, assuring us that their 6rgan
;isation would be pleased to do everything in 
--~:ts power, towards "supporting the dried fruits 
;tndustry. 

"The co-operation of Mr. H. R. Jones, Gen
eral Manager of Co-operated Dried Fruits 
Sales, and that of the Chairman of the Fed
eral Merchants Association (Mr. Jeffries) is 
,acknowledged. 

VICTORIAN. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD MEETINGS 

Chairman Resigns To Contest Senate Vacancy 
The following items that are of immediate interest to growers were dealt with 
at the August and September meetings of the Board. In the absence of the 
Chairman (Mr~ Moloney), who had resigned (September 3rd) on the advice of 
the Crown Solicitor, to contest a Senate vacancy; the September meeting was 
presided over by the Deputy Chairman, Mr. F. M. Read. Matters discussed at 
the earlier meetong and finalised at the latter, have been joined. The report 
reads:-

In referring to the death of Mr. 
A. F. Sell, Board members recorded 
their appreciation of the great service 
which he had rendered to the dried 
fruits industry during his: lifetime. 

With regard to "Prunes and Dried Apricots 
-Moisture. Content," members were informed 
that, following the decision reached at the 
last meeting of the Consultative Committee, 
this matter had been forwarded to the Dried 
Fruits Processing Committee, and a report had 
now .been received by the Secretary of the 
Consultative Committee setting out the re
sults of their investigations. After discussion, 
it was resolve,d that __ the question of moisture 
con-tent in prunes be referred back to the Con
sultative Committee for further consideration 
and that the Secretary of the Committee be 
also ·aske~ to again approach the, Dried Fruits 
Processing Committee with the object of re
viewing the decision in regard to the matter 
of moisture in prunes. It was also pointed out 
that the method of marketing prunes is dif
ferent from apricots and, therefore, it was 
suggested that a repres®tative of the Com
mercial prune interests (say, Mr. Steele), 
might be invited by the Dried Fruits Proces
sing Committee to confer with them in their 

- deliberationS with a view to placing the mar
keting and selling aspects of the subject be
fore the Committee. 

In order to avoid any confusion regarding 
payme.nt of postage in f:uture elections, ar
rangements have now been made by the 
Board with the Postmaster-General's Depart
ment for the following wording to be print
ed on the top righ-hand corner of enve.lopes 
containing ballot papers: "No postage stamp 
required when posted. Reg. 60." 

The chairman reported that arrangements 
had now been made for the sale of cellophane 
packets of dried fruits and almonds at six
pence each at camp canteens at Mt. Martha 
and Seymour. This was an experiment that 
had been in operation fo11 about a week and it 
was too early yet to ascertain the results. 
Meffibers considered that sixp~nce was too ex-

pensive and suggested that the packets should 
contain dried fruits only-thus. reducing the 
price. Mr. Moloney undertook to make en
quiries as to whether it would be possible to 
make the desired alteration in the price and 
contents of the packet. Negotiations are· now 
being made with a Melbourne firm with a view 
to a 3d. line of fruit only. 

PREPARATION OF ROI.LS 
With a view to achieving uniformity with 

the New South Wales Board, and in order to
ensure, that a correct roll of growers would 
be readily available for the purpose of the 
elections, the Board agreed to the proposal 
that, at the end of each season, each packing 
house should be. asked to supply: 

(a) A list o.f persons who forwarded to the 
packing house during the season more 
than 5 -cwt. of dried vine fruits; 

(b) A list of persons who forwarded to the 
packing house durin_g the season more 
than 5 -cwt. of dried tree fr-qits. 

(c) A list of persons who forwarded to 
the packing house during the season 
5 -cwt. or u.tider of dried vine fruits, 
giving in respect of each of sUch per
sons details of the varieties and quan
titie.s supplied; 

(d) A list of persons who forwarded to 
the packing house during the season 
5 -cwt. or under of dried tree fruits, 
giving in respect of each of su~h per
sons details of the varieties and quan
tities. 

In future elections it was suggested that a 
copy of the roll should be forwarded to each 
of the growers' members of the Board for the 
purpose of checking names in members' re
spective district .. 

With regard to recent consignments of 
buck currants to a Melbourne firm for seed
ing purposes without the consent of the 
chairman, Mr. Moloney said that the matter 
had been satisfactorily dealt with in a man
ner that ensured that the regulations, in this 
respect, would be observed. 

IRYMPLE. PACKING PTY. LTD. .J 

Applications received from a South Aus
tralian firm requesting the permission of the 
chairman for the seeding of buck currants 
in Melbourne have since been granted. 

The matter of furthe.r plapting of dried 
fruits was being carefully w:atched and, in 
this connection, an inspector of the Board 
paid a visit --to Robinv.ale last month. M,rl. 
1vfolone.y stated he was now seeking further 
information from the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission concerning the contents 
of the inspector's report. 

MILDURA 

OPERATING 

MERBEIN 

AT 

RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E.]. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALI,TY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager. 

In view· o:C the comments frequently made 
by visitors to Mildura conce.rning the absence 
of dried fruits from the menus of leading 
hotels and boa-rding hous~s, ·and also the lack 
of information and facilities regarding pur
chases of dried fruits in the City of Mildura, 
it had been decided to write to packing house 
managers at Mildura with a ·view to ascertain:. 
ing if they would be prepared to 'make dis
plays of best quality dried fruits in the prin
cipal hotels-indicating, for the information 
of tourists, where packets of these fruits may 
be obtained for mailing. 

It was reported that the Mildura Packers' 
Association had agreed to take appropriate ac-
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tion as soon as the new season's fruits were 
available. 

Members were informed that a letter had 
been received frOm the secretary, Australian 
Broadcasting Commission, stating its inabil~ 
ity to accede, at present, to the Board's re
quest that a mobile unit should visit Mildura 
for the purpose of recording packing house 
operations. The Commission explained that 
military broadcasts were occupying the time 
of the mobile unit. It was thought that 
possibly- the Australian Broadcasting Com
mission might be able to comply with the 
request if approached again _early next year. 

PRUNE JUICE 
The Deputy Chairman gave a complete re

port regarding experiments which are being 
conducted by the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research with the object of pro
ducing a good quality prune juice from dried 
prunes which are damaged whilst being pro
cessed and which, at present, are known as 
"Discards." Members expressed keen inter
est in the efforts of the Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research to establish a prune 

- juice industry in Australia, and it was de-
cided that the Victorian Board should con
tribute the sum of £10 towards the cost of 
additional equipment required by the Home
bush Laboratory (Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research) to enible it to continue 
its investigations. 

The Board discussed the increasing quanti
ties of dried fruits which were being used for 
stock food. It was realised that the thorough 
policing of any regulations governing this 
practice would be very costly, but that the,re 
was a definite ,'danger of some of the fruit 
(samples of which were examined), passing 
into human consumption channels if in the 
hands of unscrupulous persons. It was decided 
to make further investigations. 

The Deputy Chairman outlined, for the in
formation of members, the very comprehen
sive action that was being taken by the 
Dried Fruits Publicity Committee in organ
ising and conclucting a campaign of concen
tr.ate.d advertising throughout the Common
wealth, featuring tinned plum puddings and 
fruit cakes as highly acceptable gifts for 
members of the A.I.F. 

"CONFIDENCE IN 
FUTURE" 

Mr. Malloch At Mildura 
Confidence in the immediate future of the 

dried fruits industry was expressed in an ad
dress to a large meeting at Mildur.a recently. 
In outlining the estimated value of the dis
trict tonnage (59,000 tons) packed on rail, 
Mr. Malloch gave some interesting -details. 
These, converted to Australian production 
figures for the wider interest in this report, 
make an impressive total, and in4icate the 
value of the dried fruits industry to the com
mu~ity. 

·~·,.~·~· ~~ ~ ''''"''~•· 
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Opening his address, Mr. Malloch said he 
was pJeased at having the opportunity to im
part to the growers some of his own confi
dence in the immediate future of the dried 
fruits industry. The prospects of the industry 
after the present war had ended, however, 
could only be a matter of speculatiOn. 

The total volume of the Australian crop for · 
1940, said the speaker, was 94,449 toris, as 
compared with 72,500 tons in . .1939 and 
91,700 ,tons iri 193 8, which was a record year. 

The estimated value of the 1viildura district 
crop, packed on rail, was £1,998,700, com
pared with £1,530,800 for the 1939 crop, and 
£1,833,000 in 1938. 

With the same basis of reckoning applied 
to· Commonwealth totals it would make an 
aggregate of approximately £2,998,000, packed 
on' rails; and plus fr--eight, and charges incurred 
in selling to the consumers, of a further 
£100,000 on the Australian portion ·of the 
pack. To this could be added the value of 
tree fruits, of which the average crop would 
be some 5000 tons at a value in this regard 
of approximately £350,000. . 

The· distribution of the 1940 crop had been 
effected as follows: Australia, 16,550 tons; 
Canada, 20,000 tons; New Zealand, 5500 
tons; the East, 700 tons; and the . United 
Kingdom, 4&,250 tons. 

AUSTRALIAN SALES A RECORD 
The sales in Australia constituted a record, 

continued Mr. Malloch. Price control was 
:firln and marketing conditions stable; al
though the usual distributary channels of 
merchants, chain stores and syndicate buying 
groups with trading rights were demanding 
trading privileges. The military authorities 

to the United Kingdom at £ll to £45 per· 
ton, while 15,000 tons of sultanas had been· 
sold at a flat rate of £30 per ton. The United: 
Kingdom also purchased 15,25 0 tons of cur-
rants at £25 to £3 5 per ton, 500 tons of lexias. 
at £45 per ton, and 1000 tons of seeded raisins
in one-ponnd cartons at 6/ per dozen cartons .. 

It was interesting to note the increased vol
ume of. sales in seeded raisins. In 1938 a triaL 
shipment of 20 tons had been sold in Britain .. 
This line· had proved so popular that the pur
chase had· been increased: to 1000 tons this 
year, and would have been higher had more· 
been availabl~. 

SUPPLIES CUT OFF 
Referring to the future of the industry, 

·1v1r. Malloch stated that so long as no unfor
seen change occurred in shipping conditions, 
we should expect a continuance of a satisfac
tory trade with Canada and New Zealand .. 
Th~ United Kingdom normally imported 
65,000 tons. With Mediterranean supplies 
cut off, and a maximum of 30.,000 to 40,000 
tons availa:ble from Australia and South: 
Africa, the United Kingdom would have a 
shortage of 25,000 tons. It was therefore ap
parent, c·ontinued the speaker, that we ,would. 
have a ready market in the United Kingdom, 
subject to the Ministry of Food making the 
purchase. Dried fruit was ranked high in the· 
list of necessary foodstuffs to be impOrted in
wartime. 

In ·a recent publication, "Food Purchases In, 
Wartime," Sir John Orr and 1\11r. David Lob
bock provided an interesting analysis of es
sential foods to be imported in wartime. 

Mr. Malloch then quoted the following: 
analysis: 

Ship·ping Space; 
cubic fee~ per to·n. 

Energy value· in 1000 
calories per cubic ft. 

Average cost per 
100,000 calories 

Sugar ..... . 45 
50 
50 
55 
60 
80 
95 

1Hl 

Butter . . . . . . . . . . 143 Sugar ... . 4/3 
5/5 
8/4 

Dried Fruits .. 
Wheat (bulk) 
Butter . . . . 

Fats . . . . . ...... 118 Wheat ... . 
Sugar . . . . . . . . 83 
Cheese . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Fats ..... . 
Dried Fruits 
Butter .. 
Bacon .... 
Cheese .. , . 

2'1/-
27/3 
35/9 
39/4 
40/2 
74/5 

Cheese . . . . . . . . . Wheat ......... 56 
Fats , ......... . 
Beef ....... . 
Bacon ..... . 
Eggs (in shell) .. 120 

Dried Fruits . . . . . . 55 
Bacon . . . . . . . . . . 39 
Beef .. . . . . . . . 26 
Eggs . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Beef .......... . 
Eggs ......... . 

had been the best customer, they h,aving pur
chased 6 50 tons. 

Canada's purchase of 20,000 tons of the 
1940 crop was 'a record one. In 1939, Canada 
purchased 14,"1-00 tons,_ while in 1937 she pur
chased 17,13J tons, which until this year had 
stood as Canada's record purchase. 

Buye.rs of the 1940 crop had stated thai: 
they were very satisfied with the quality, and 
had commented o_n the complete freedom from 
infestation. 

As in the case of sales to Canada, the pur
chase by Now Zealand of 5500 tons of the 
1940 crop was a_ record. In 1939, New Zea
land -purchased 4400 tons; her previous best 
purchase, prior to this year, being 4 53 3 tons 
in 1937. 

This year's sales ·to the United Kingdom 
had been effected under four separate con
tracts, continued 1v1r. MalloCh. In. the aggre
gate, 16,500 tons of sultanas had been sold 

The writers had follOwed their analysis, said' 
the speaker, by pointing out that sugar, while
occupying the smallest shipping space in pro-
pOrtion to energy value and being the cheap
est energy food, was not as valuable as cheese· 
and dried fruits as food for health. 

Mr. Malloch concluded his address by stat" 
ting that the o:ffi:cial ranking of foodstuffs ··in 
order of preference for importation to the
United Kingdom was wheat, butter, sugar, 
cheese, and dried fruits. We could, therefore, 
look forward with confidence so far as the 
clearance of the 1941 crop was concerned. 

Golden West, New Zealand 
It is reported that Mr. Kelson Grey, who· 

recently was active in the initial establishment 
of a dried fruits packing business at Welling- 1 

ton has now severed his connection with that 
firm. Golden West N.S.W. are no longer as
sociated with the New Zealand organisation. 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. LTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE. 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society Union Assurance Society Ltd. 

Cresco Manures 

Tiny Tim Power Washer 

London & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sentinel P(lwer Duster 

We Supply AU Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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