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New South Wales Dried 

Annual Report For 1943 
The New South Wales Dried Fruit Board annual report for 1943 as usual 

gives ·a comprehensive survey of the activities of the Board. It also includes 
interesting statistics on the production of dried fruits and covers. a very wide 
field of activities directed towards the good of the industry as a whole. The 
report presented by the Chairman (Mr. G.]. Evatt) read:-

DUTIES AND PERSONAL OF BOARD 

The Hoard is a corporate body with a perpe· 
tual .succession and a: common ·seal constituted 
under the Dried Fruits Act, 1939. 

It is composed of five (5) members, the 
Chairman (Mr. G. J. Evatt), appointed by the 
Governor, and four_ ( 4) members elected by 
growers of the varieties of dried fruits affected 
by the· Act, viz., -dried currants, sultana,s, 
ohanez, lexias, prunes, peaches. apricots, nec
tarines and pears. 

At the triennial electio·ns held on 15th Febru
ary, 1943, Messrs. E . .J. Hudson, Yenda, and 
L. B. O'Donnell, CUI;lwaa, were re-elected to 
represent grower·s of dried vine fruits on the 
Murrumbidgee Irrig'ation Areas and the balance 
of New South Wales, respectively. Messrs. 
J. C. Granger, Kingsvale, and P. c. Cox, Han
wood, were elected to represent growers of 
dried tree fruits in the Young and Koorawatha 
districts and the balance of the State, respec
tively. Me.ssrs. Hudson, O'Donnell and Cox 
were re-elected unopposed. 

Due to nature of his military duties, Lieuten
ant-Colonel the Honorable T. Steele did not 
seek re-election. A foundation member of t'he 
dried tree. fruits section of the Board, Lient.
·Colonel Steele was elected as representative 
of growers in the Young district at the initial 
election held during September, 1934, sUbse
quent to· the inclusion of dried tree fruits in 
the New South Wales control legislation. 

inspection of -dried fruits to ensure hygienic 
packing; the reg,ulation of the grading and 
packing of dried fruits, and the prevention of 
the sale or purchase of dried fruits hot treated, 
graded and packed in packing houses register· 
ed with the Board. 

Legislation similar in principle to that in 
New South Wales is ·operative in each of the 
other dried fruits producting States of Austra· 
lia, viz., Victoria, South Australia and Western 
Australia. 

PRODUCTION 

Trhe total 
during the 
under:-

production for New South Wales 
1943 season was 11,570 tons, as 

·o_~ied Vine Fruits 
Ton.s 

Currants .. 
Sultanas 
Lexias .... 

1293 
7270 

600 

*Totals . . . 9168 

Dried Tr·ee f:_ruits 
Tons 

Prune's . _ . . . . 2231 
Peaches .. 66 
Apricots . . . . 104 
Nectarines . . . . 1 
Pears .... 

2402 
·Details of Australian production during the 

1943 season are as under:-

Currants .. 
Sultanas .. 
Lexias .. 
Prunes .. 
Peaches .. 
Apricots .. 
Nectarines 
Pears 

N.S.W. 
Tons 
1,298 
7,270 

600 
2,231 

66 
104 

1 

Price 3d 

Fruits Board 
tered is sufficient tOo handle the present produc~ 
'tion. and that further registrations would react 
to the detriment of the industry. It ihas. been· 
tlhe policY of the Board to limit,! as far as pos~ 
sible, the. number of packing houses in New 
::south Wales, consistent with efficient and 
economical packing. 

The inspection service at the majority of the 
packing houses was carried out by the inspec
tors. of the Commonwealth Department of Com
merce and Agriculture as in previous years. 
The attendance of the Oommonwealth Inspec· 
tors at the packing houses 'in connection with 
the inspection of dried fruits for export being 
necessary, the cost of the in·spection service 
is shared by the Department and the Board on 
an equitable basis. 

QUOTAS AND MARKETING 

Final quotas determined by the Minister for 
Agriculture, on the recommendation- of the 
Board, respecting dried fruits producted in New 
Soufh Wales during t'he 1943 season were as 
under:-

Currants 27.25 p.c. Lexias .. 
Sultanas 26.5 p.-c. Ohanez .. 

46.5 p.c. 
46.5 p.c. 

The quotas are for tbe purposes of intra
State· trade. By co-ordination between the 
Dried . Fruits Boards of the producing States 
the quotas are made uniform throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Quotas for dried prunes, peaches, apricots, 
nectarine'S and pears were not promulgated, RS 
the whole of the pack of dried tree fruits was 
requisitioned by the Commonwealth Authori
ties for the use of the Services. However, a 
percentage of the prune pack was released -bY 
the Department for the' use of invalids and the 
yo,ung. 

Civilian consumption of dried vine fruits dur
ing the_ year was approximately 20,000 tons~ 

Victoria 
Toos 
8,625 

40,474 
5,570 

275 
116 

88 
-

66 

Sth.Aus. 
Tons 
9,253 

11,373 
3,890 

246 
207 

1,059 
18 

246 

WestAus. 
Tons 

2,058 
404 
113 

Total 
~f'ons 

21,234 
59,521 
10,173 

2,752 
389 

1,251 
19 

312 

The principal duties of thB Board consist of 
the registration of packing house:s to treat the 
-dried fruits; recommendation of quotas for 
intra-State trade based on production and con
sumption in Australia; check of the New South 
):\

7ales pack of dried fruits to ensure that the 
determined quotas (promulgated by the Minis· 
ter for Agriculture) are complied with;. the "'·Totals .. 11,570 55,214 26,292 2,575 95,651 

I PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Ply. Ltd. 
pERSONS initerested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale·of sn11Jtions for des
troying of insect life in Dried Fruits are 
advised that Application No. 18731/34, 
dated 3rd August, 1943, h:a.s been approv
ed and Letters Patent 'issued which in
clude the use of Ethyl Formate and other 
Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
-assert their right to recover damages and 
prevent unauthorised use o·f their inven
tion. 

* As at 31st December, 1943. 

The quantitY and quality of dried vine fruits 
produced dUring the 1943 season in New South 
Wales were···above average, due to favorable 
seasonal cOnditJ'.ons. The prune crop was 
second onlydh- Quantity to the record produc· 
tion of 1937-; ·~~PToducUon of dried apricots was 
the Iowe,st ·feC_~ded since inception of control 
due to mA-npO~~\:difficulties and availability of 
more profitabl\:lharkets for the fresh fruit. 

PACKING ~USES AND INSPECTION 

Twenty-two (~) packing houses were regis· 
t.ered during th9-'·:Year 1943. 

Section i9 (7)\i, of. t~e Dried Fruits Act, 1939, 
provides that the granting, renewal or transfer 
of the registration of any packing house shall 
be in the sole disttetion of the Governor. 

It is the considfJred opinon of the Board that 
the number of Paeking_houses at present regis-

representing an increase of around 3,000 tons 
on immediate pre-war figures. Despite the 
increased allocation, full civilia.n. requirements 
were not met. However, the Commonwealth 
Government was not in a position to _release 
additional .supplies due to Service and Overseas 
requirements of these essential foodstuffs. By 
arrangement with the Commonwealth Govern· 
ment, the available supplies for civilian con~ 
sumption were distributed by the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association to wholesalers on an 
equitable basi-s. 

Under present abnormal conditionS there ap
pears little possibility of increased civilian sUp
plies during 1944. 

PRODUCTIOI\I PROBLEMS 

Difiiculties arising out of war conditions 
have caused serious concern to all sections of 
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the industry_ Included among the matters 
which received the constant attention of the 
Board during the year were availability of man· 
power and fertilisers. The Board desires to 
record appreciation of the fine ·spirit of co
operatio·n which existed between the Manpower 
Authorities and the Local War Agricultural 
Committees in trhe various dried fruits produc· 
ing districts. Due to this co-operation and 
the valuable services of the Australian 
Women's Land Army, production losses due to 
labor difficulties in this State were negligible. 

It is considered that in the interests of the 
dried fruits industry the local War Agricultural 
Committees should be invested with the maxi
mum possible authority to apportion available 
labor and production necessities in view of 
their spooialised knowledged of local condi
tions. 

POST-WAR RECIONSTRUCTION 

The Board was associated with evidenc-e 
given on behalf of the industry before the 
Rural Reconstruction Committee appointed by 
the Commonwealth Government to ·examine 
and report on post-war problems of primary 
industries. It was considered by the Board
that the formation of an interstate body is 
.necessary to advise on .such problems as the 
allocation of water supplies and further plant
ings on an interstate basis. It was also- con
sidered essential that the .aried fruits industry 
be assocaited in an appropriate- way with the 
deliberations of the· suggested body. 

It appears impossible to escape the eonclu
sion that trhe post-war. :stability of the present 
dried fruits industry is dependent.,;,on the reten
Uon of the pr,eferential treatment accorded 
Australian dried· fruits in the United Kingdom 
and Oanadian markets. The Board considers 
that, in the circumstances, it would be unwise 
to extend the present plantings of vines or ma
terially increase present acre.age of trees for 
production of dried fruits unless investigations 
of post-war development In overseas markets 
justified :such plantings. 

EXTENSION OF COMMONWEALTH 
POWERS 

Only two (New South Wales and Queens
land) of the six States have passed, without 
qualification, the legislation "referring" certain 
powers to the Commonwealth, and at time of 
preparing this -report it ·seems likely tihat a 
referendum will be taken during 1944 to eon
suit the people as to the handing over of the 
suggested States powers to the Commonwealth 
for a period extending to five years after the 
termination of n-ostilities. It is too early 
to determine what future action will be taken 
under the heading of "Marketing." The view 
of the Board is that it would be a-dvantageous 
to the ·dried fruit industry to continue the pre
sent system of statutory cOntrol. Whatever 
the outcome, there seems to be no reason to 
suppose that "orderly marketing'" which has 
proved so successful in the past w:ill be ended. 
In fact, it has already been announced that in 
the taking over the powers there will be full 
co-operation between the Commonwealth and 
States which should be all to trhe good of the 
industry. 

PRUNES-MOISTURE CONTENT 

During previous years civilian consumption 
of prunes showed a progressive annual increase 
due to a considerable extent to the marketing 
of soft processed prune·s in tins, and extensive 
publicity by the various State Dried Fruits 
Boards. 

During recent war years the bulk of t'he 
prune pack has been allocated by .the. Com
monwealth Authorities to meet the require
ments of the Armed Services. 

Proposals to1 restrict the moisture content of 
prunes for the Services to t·he minimum have 
caused concern, firstly, because of the possible 
effect on the po-st-war consumption of the fruit, 
and, secondly, in view of the pOssible financial 
effect of such proposals on the financial re
turns to growers. 

T·he subject was brought under notice of the 
Commonwealth Authorities concerned and win· 
continue to- reCeive· the attention of the Board 
with a view to fully preserving the interests 
of tihe prune industry. 

PRUNE$-PREMATURE DROP 

Investigations c·overing premature drop of 
D'Agen prunes, a serious problem on the Mur· 
rumbidgee Irrigation Areas, have been under
taken by the Dep'artment of Agriculture at the 
invitation of the Board. Preliminary work 
:suggests the prnblem has some relationship to 
soil fertility. The cost of fertilisers used in 
the investigations to date has been -defrayed by 
the Board. 

Forty-five ( 45) dehydrators were registered 
with the Board during 1943. The plants, which 
represent an insurance ;:tgafnst adverse drying 
conditions, are situated as under:-
Young District ••. 28 Leeton District • . • 2 
Gri.ffith District ... 14 Batlow District . . . 1 
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The Dried Fruits Act and regulations there
under provide that dehydrators shall not be 
used unless register-ed with the Board. Dehy· 
drators are required to be kept and co-nducted 
in such manner as will prevent the fruits be
coming contaminated by disease or foreign sub
stance. Immediately after the completion of 
each :season the deihydrator is required to be 
thoroughly cleansed of all ·debris which shall 
be burnt or otherwise destroyed. 

INTERSTATE CO-OPERATION 

The Consultative Committee, consisting Of 
the chairmen of the various State Drie-d Fruits 
Boards, met on a number ·Of occasi·ons during 
the year. The object of the Committee is to 
ensure, as far 'as possible, uniformity in ad
ministration by each Boar:d. The functions of 
tihe Committee are advisory in character. 

PUBLICITY 

Dried fruits, publicity throughout Australia 
is conducted by a Committee on which each 
State Dried Fruits Board and the Australian 
Dried Fruits As·sociation are represented. 

Due to present restricted supplies of dried 
fruits available for civilian consumption, pub
licity during the year was restricted. However. 
it was Considered advisable that certain forms 
of adverti-sing be continued to a limited extent 
to preserve consumer goodwill A trust fund 
has been established by the ,Committee to 
finance an extensive advertising' C'a.Illpaign dur
ing the immediate post-war years. 

The services o-f the staff of the Board were 
again made available to supervise the activities 
of the Committee in t!his State. 

INVESTIGATION SERVICE 
The Act and Regulations provide that an 

dried fruits shall be graded, treated and packed 
at paCking houses registered with the Board. 
The- special inspection service to ensure eom-

pliance with this essential requirement of the 
legislation was cohtinued during the year. It 
was found necessary to, institute legal proceed· 
ing.s in re.spect of one illegal transaction only. 
The offender was convicted and fined £20, plus 
costs. The· efficiency of the inspection service 
is made possible by the financial co-operation 
of the Boards of trhe larger producing States. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contributions by packers toward-s the cost of 
defraying the expenditure involved in the ad~ 
ministration of the Dried Fruits Act and carry· 
ing out the duties and functions of the Board 
thereunder remained at the rate of 4/3 per ton 
in common with the other States. Under 
ordinary circumstances, this rate of contribu~ 
tion is ·not sufficient to cover the expenditure 
necessary to enable the Board to efficiently a-d
min~ster- the Act, and, in particular, to :finance 
the special inspection service in this State and 
Queensland, but as acknowledged in the pre
ceding paragraph this position is ·remedied by 
the co-operation of the Boards of the State of 
greater dried fruits production. 

STATISTICS 

The usual appendices showing -detail!S -of New 
South Wales and Australian production during 
past years have been- omitted froni this report 
owing to the need for economy in printing. 
The information will be included in future r& 
ports when national conditions permit this 
course, and, in the meantime, is available to 
trhe public at the office of the Board. 

FINANICIAL STATEMENTS 

A statement of income and expenditure tor 
the year ended 31:st December, 1943, and the 
balance-sheet as at 31st December, 1943, are 

as follow:-

NEW SOUTH WALES DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Income and Expen~~~r!_!~~- the ~ar -~!:lde_d 31s~ __ '?ecember, 1943 

EXPENDITURE INCOME 

Allowauce-Chairmar:. 
Members (4) 

Recoup to Water Conservation and 
Irrigation Commission for Admin· 
istrative Costs . . . . 

Staff Allowances . . . . . . 
Travelling Expanses . . . . 
Postal and Telegraphic .. 
Printing and Stationery .. 
Inspection Services . . . . 
Advertising . . . . . . . . . . 
Audit Fees . . . . . . . . . . 
Depreciation . . . . . . . . 
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Manurial Experiments . . . . 
Sundry Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Contributions--consultative Com-

mittee ...... . 
Publicity Oommittee 

Surplus-Excess Income ,over Ex
penditure . . . . . . . ·. . . . . . . 

£ s. d. 
100 0 0 
400 0 0 

825 5 9 
164 15 9 
606 9 0 
58 4 10 
18 14 5 

305 10 4 
23 19 6 
25 0 0 

8 14 2 
2 15 9 

13 19 10 
9 0 8 

10 0 0 
100 0 0 

420 16 5 

£3,088 6 5 

Contribution:s ......... . 
Packing House Registration Fees 
Quota Adjustment . . . . . . . . . . 
Interest on Motor Car Advance 

A/c. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 
Subsidy-Victorian Dried Fruits 

Board ................. . 

B'alance' Sheet as at 31st .December, 1943 

LIABILITIES 

Packing House Registration Fees 
paid in advance . . . . . . . . . . 

Accrued Allowances . . . . . . . . 
Sundry Creditors ........... . 
Reserve for Inspection Services· . 

Accumulated Funds
Balance at. 1st Jan., 

£ s. d. 

1943 " " " " . 4,822 18 9 
Amouts over-provid-

ed, 1942 " " " 16 10 1 
Plus Surplus· from 

Income and Ex-
penditure Account 420 16 5 

£ s. d. 

21 0 0 
32 19 7 
35 5 9 

500 0 0 

5,260 5 3 

£5,849 10 7 

ASSETS 

Cash at Tre'R·sury . . . . . . . . 
Sundry Debtors

Contributions . . . . . . . . . . 
Motor Car Advance Account 
Miscellaneous : . . . . . . .: .. 

Prepayments . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Office Equipment-less deprecia-

tion ...............•.. 

£ s. d. 
2,457 5 3 

23 5 0 
4 0 0 

3 16 ~ 

600 0 0 

£3,088 6 '5 

£ •. d. 
4,867 7 5 

756 4 6 
41 16 10 
88 14 0 
62 0 9 

33 7 2 

£5,849 10 7 

Barmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Dried And Citrns Fruit Packers and Agents 
Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester -
Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BA!!MERA 'PHONE BARMERA SO&. 32 
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Wartime Conditions In California 

.Mr. F. L. McDougall's Impressions 
Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Export Con

trol Board, has received the following very interesting and informative report 
from Mr. F. L. McDougall, C.M.G., Chairman of the London Agency of the 
Board, on his visit to California in July, 1944. 

The twelve days I spent in California_ were 
rendered most interesting and fruitful by the 
co-operation of the officials of the U.S. Depart
ment of Agriculture, the U.S. Forest Service, 
the Agricultural Department of the University 
of California, the Giannini Foundation, 
Berkeley, the Dried Fruit Association of Cali
fornia, and by Mr. Keeler, of the Sun Maid 
Organisation. The officials in Washington had 
communicated with their representatives at 
San Francisco, Los Angeles, Berkeley, and 
Fresno, and at each point my time was fully 
mapped out to enable me to obtain some un
derstanding of the problems of California 
agriculture and especially those of the dried 
fruit industry. Discussions were held with 
groups representative of the Dried Fruits 
Association of California, the SUn Maid Raisin 
Growers' Association, the Pnme and Apricot 
Growers' Association, the Agricultural Econ
omics OivisiO'll. of Berkeley University and the 
Giannini Foundation, the Food Research Insti
tute, Standford University, and the U.S. 
Forestry service. 

The Forest Service in California is as much 
concerned with water conservation as the basis 
of irrigation and water power, as with timber, 
and Ii1y discussions with the forestry people 
were most useful in helping towards an under
standing of the· water supply situation. 

Visits were arranged to see processing 
plants, experimental work on dehydration, wine 
making, vineyards, orchards, irrigation works, 
and methods of forest management. 

It would be absurd to pretend that, in so 
short a visit, one was able to obtain a full 
nnderstanding of the Californian situation. 
Since, however, the impressions gained are 
likely to be of considerable interest to the 
Board, I shall record them in some detail. 

In order to bring some order into my 
crowded impressions,, this report is divided into 
sections, dealing with general problems, cul
tural factors, processillg methods, costs of 
production, prices, marketing problems. Much 
that I write is probably already well knovm in 
Australia. 

GENERAL 

,Anyone visiting California for the first time 
with the background of Australian dried fruit 
production in his mind cannot fail to be struck 
by the similarities between Australia and Cali
fornia. The major dllierences are the height 
of the mounta:in ranges and the character of 
the forests, but in summer in the Central 
Valley the heat haze hides the mounta.iru; and 
the dominant shade tree is the blue gum. 
Standing in a Thompson's Seedless vineyard 
(sultana) or in an apricot orchard, everything 
seems extraordinarily like Mildura or Renmark, 
the same vines, the same trees, even the same 
weeds-couch grass and Johnson grass for 
instance, the shade trees planted along the 
roads are gums or pepper trees, oleanders 
decorate every garden, the occasional palm 
gives the same exotic impression of the 
tropics. The scale is larger and in some 
respects the people are very different, although 
many growers of Nordic origin seem very like 
our growers. 

Climatic conditions are also similar. Sum
mer temperatures in FreSno range up to over 
110 deg. CFahr.), the heat is dry and it is 
usually cool in the early hours. The rainfall 
in the San Joaquin Valley is around 10 inches 
but here the C'alifornian grower has an advan
tage since the summer' and early autumn is 
almost always dry. 

CALIFORNIAN WATER SUPPLY 

The Central Valley, consisting of the Sacra
mento Valley to the north and t..'1e San Joaquin 
Valley to the south of San Francisco, is 
sOme 400 miles long and from 40 to 60 miles in 
width from the coastal ranges to the foothills 
of the high Sierras to the east. Other valleys 
such as the Salinas, the Santa Clara and the 
Napa Valley run 'between spurs Of the coastal 

ranges. The other principal irrigation area.s 
are those of the Los Angeles district and the 
Imperial Valley of South East California. In 
all some 4,900,000 acres are irrigated, of 
which about 1,200,000 acres are irrigated pas
ture. Of the 3,700,0{).0 acres of irrigated crop 
land, some 1,000,000 -acres are in Southern 
California and some 1.750,000 acres in the san 
Joaquin Valley. After looking over the 
water catchment area of the high Sierra, one 
is surprised to find that so large an area can 
be irrigated from the total available water re
sources. With the exception of the Imperial 
Valley which is watered from the Colorado 
River, -all the water for California irrigation 
comes from rain and snow falling in California. 
The rainfall--· in the Sierras varies from 35 
inches up to 100 inches but the area of very 
high rainfall is limited to, the higher points 
north of San Francisco. The Sierra country 
consists of highly glaciated granites, with large 
areas of bare rock interspersed with fir forest; 
in mid-July patches of snow remained in 
places over H,OOO feet but there are no glacierB 
of any significance. 

One of the serious underlying problems · o:t 
California agriculture is that of obtaining a 
sufficient supply Of water for irrigation at a 
reasonaJble cost. When the San Joaquin Val
ley was first settled the water table was within 
a few feet of the surface of the ground. Wells 
could be sunk and pumps installed at a low 
cost, but as the agriculture .of the v~ley de
veloped the water bed :began to fall. It has 
been falling continually ever since and now 
irrigation wells are usually several hundred feet 
deep and expensive pumps are needed, pump
ing costs are high even though electric pumps 

· are used . throughout and electric rates are 
low. 

Irrigation from canals was begun in the 
early days but as the valley was developed 
canal irrigation expanded to the point where 
the cost of supplying additional water from the 
dams through canals become almost prOhib
itive. Fifteen or twenty years ago a movement 
was started in California to get the Federal 
Gorv.ernment to nndertake the works which 
are now being constructed under the Central 
Valley water Project, at an expense of some 
hundreds of millions of dollars. A large por
tion of the cost of the dams will be allocated 
by the Federal Government to power, rather 
than irrigation, and the United States Recla
mation Law, under which the works are being 
constructed, requires that agricultural water 
users shall pay for the water on the basis of 
the proportion of the cost of the dams and 
other works allocated to irrigation without anY 
consideration of interest-that is, interest free. 
Thus the water to be supplied to farmers from 
the----central Valley w-orks will cost less than 
much of the water that is now being used. 
Some non-inigated land will probably be 
brought under water as the Central Valley 
Project comes to completion, but a large part 
of the water will be Used to supplement that 
now being used on already developed land. 
'!bus the contemplated additional water supply 
will probably not result in any very great ex
pansion of agricultural production in the San 
Joaquin Valley. 

The water supply problem has been acute 
for years in Southern California as well. 
Irrigation has been partly by pump and partly 
by canal. The water table has been falling in 
most of that part of the State. In addition 
is the great growth of urban population in 
Los Angeles. The city of Los Angeles has al~ 
ways had difficulty in obtaining, a dependable 
water supply and many years ago they ac
quired the water rights in the entire Owens 

r Valley on the east side of the Sierras and 
piped practically all of the water hundreds 
of miles to Los Angeles. As the city grew this 
proved insufficient. Now the City of Los 
Angeles is obtaining large amounts of COlorado 
River water through a conduit from Boulder 
Dam to Los Angeles several hundred miles 

long across the desert and through the moun
tains. A considerable amount of this water is 
also used to supplement the heretofore eXisting 
local supplies in the agricultural areas of 
southern California. · 

POPULATION 

The population of california is·most het~
Ggenous with a lower proportion of State 
native-born than any State in the Union. Dur
ing the war, . the expansion of shipbuilcling and 
of aeroplane construction has caused a great 
influx_ of people largely from Oklahoma and 
Arkansas, but including a considerable propor
tion of. negroes. The following figures for 
Los Angeles County are striking. 

LOs Angeles c:ormty population: 
1920 
1939 
1943 

936,000 
2,500,000 
3,200,000 

The total population of the State now 
exceeds 7,000,0CO. There will be formidable 
problems of readjustment when peace brintis .to 
an end the high levels of activity in the aero
plane and ship construction industries. 

In Fresno County, the mixture of popula
tion is very pronounced. I am told that per
haps 40 per cent. are of Anglo-Saxon or Nor
the-rn European origin. Th'e majority consist 
of Italian, Armenian, Greek, Chinese and other 
origin. An interesting group is composed of 
Germans from the Volga settlements estab
lished in Russia. during the latter part of the 
19th century. These German-Russian Ameri
can citizens have a good reputation as workers. 
Tl:ley have their ovm chUrches and. institutions 
and number some thousands. I was told 
that the bases of agricultural co-operation are 
the Anglo-Saxon and. Scandinavian elements 
with the Armenians who number some. thous
ands at the lower end of the co-operative 
scale. 

PRICES 

California is experiencing a· boom. AI.; 
between U.S. civi1ian demand, swollen_ py high 
employment and war-time Wages,. the ·require
ments of the Army, and of Lend Lease and the 
trerilendous increased demand f-o:r wine, caused 
in part by the shortages of "hard liquor" 
prices have advanced in a remai-kable way. I 
have no figrires for- citrus, but understand that 
land values of bearing citrus land in southern 
·california have reached to from 2000 dollars 
to 5000 dollars' per acre. In the San Joaquin 
Valley the principal source of inflationary in
fluence is the price of grapes for wine making. 

·As I under.stand it, the authorities have not 
found any sa.tisfactory method of imposing 
ceiling-prices on wine or on wine grapes. One 
large grower told me that this year he antici
pated getting around 150 dollars per ton for 
grapes delivered to a co-operative winery. 
This may be an extreme example but the figure 
can be compared with the- following average 
prices- for wine grapes in California. 

1919 50 dollars per ton. 
1921 82 dollars per ton. 
1931 19 dollars per ton. 
1939 14 dollars per ton. 
1942 31 dollars per ton. 

The high price for wine grapes is causing 
some discontent among dried fruit growers who 
are compelled to dry rather than to deliver to 
wineries. However, prices for Thompson's 
Seedless are bei.ng fixed with a ·floor of 180 
dollars per ton dry, and since there is some 
margin which packers can return to growers 
and some other adjustments, it is estimated 
that the return to growers for the 1944 crop 
will be around 200 dollars per short ton of dry 
in sweat box delivered to packers. As there 
is a large crop showing on the vines, the retum 
will be handsome. Very high prices are being 
obtained for plums arid peaches sent to Los 
Angeles or San Francisco or to East Coast 
markets. 

ResponsibLe people fear that the result 
will be an inflation Of land values. They hope, 
however, that the memory of 1920/21, when 
dried raisins brought up to 260 dollars in the 
sweat box, as compared to 50 dollars in 1923, 
will be sufficiently recent to prevent the worst 
phases of runaway land priceS. 

CULTURAL FACTORS 

Californian -irrigated agriculture is extra
ordinarily diversified. Alfalfa (lucerne) occu
pies more land than any other single .. crop, 
followed by grains and hay, vegetable, decid
uous fruit and nuts, grapes, sub-tropical fruit 
(mainly citrus), cotton, sugar beet, rice. War-
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time necessities have led to the introduction of 
guyale ,rulbbei'. 

So far as vines and fruit trees are con
cerned, the methods in general use seem to be 
closely similar to those adopted in Australia. 
] ·was only able to see a few blocks in Fresn-o 
county and a couple in LOs Angeles. I had, 
however, the advantage of a few days with Mr. 
Juobs, the Viticultural expert at Berkeley Uni
vers~ty, and also with Mr. Quail, of the Fresno 
County Farm Adviser"s Office. These con
tacts have enabled me to make some notes on 
certain aspects which struck me as important. 
As I have been out of practical touch with 
horticulture for years, some part of these notes 
may seem stale news to grower members of the 
Board. 

IRRIGATION 

'While the supply of water from irrigation 
channels is limited the growers' individual 
pumping Plants furnish an important addi
tional .source of water. In parts of Fresno 
C'ounty, I was told that early in July (our Jan
uary) growers had received their last channel
fed supply of water. The season is unduly late 
and a heavy crop is showing so that the vines 
would suffer badly if no additional water was 
available. Pumping will, however, supply one 
or two of the additional irrigations. The fur
row system seems general although I saw 
orchards being watered ·by the basin system. 
Salt troubles do not appear to occur frequently 
and the nature of the strata in the Central 
Valley provides good drainage in most areas 
although in places hard pan, and in others a 
high local watertaible, constitute difficulties. 

CULTIVATION 

Cultivation to produce a· soil clear of weeds 
is normal procedure, although in many Thomp
son's seedless vineyards, growers may cease 
cultivation at the end of June and let the vine 
foliage and weeds cover the ground, relying 
upon unpumped water to maintain growth. 

Most orchards- and vineyards were clean 
and well cultivated. OVer considerable areas, 
however, J-ohnson grass is growing through 
trellised vines. Having spent many hot hours 
cutting out Johnson grass with a spade at 
Renmark, I was interested to see this. The 
local authorities do n-ot regard this grass as a 
seri·ous factor save insofar as it complicates 
and delays packing. All weeds in vineyards 
are, however, suspect as hosts for leafhoppers, 
the vector of a serious disease (referred to 
later). Bermuda grass (our coUch) and other 
familiar weeds are common. 

There is a school Of thought that doubts 
the wisdom of ploughing and cultivation and 
believes that better results can be obtained 
by allowing the roots of trees and vines a free 
run on the surface soil. In Los Angeles 
County I saw a remarkable block of orangeS 
entirely carpeted with Bermuda i;;riss (couch). 
The only implement used was a lawn mower, 
the cut· grass being, of course, left on the 
ground. The trees were in excellent condition, 
ver~r dark green in color, and I was told 
cropped heavily and produced fruit of higher 
quality than in neighbouring clean cultivated 
blocks. I underntand that this block receives 
abundant water and some nitrogen. Its appei.u-
a.nce was certainly most attractive. 

Mr. Qua.il, of the Farm Adviser's Office at 
Fres:no, told me about a Fresno vinegrower 
who, for the past three years, has abandoned· 
cultivation and controls weeds by spraying oil 
over the soil surface. The results obtained 
were stated to be most satisfactory. Initially 
60 gallons of mineral oil are used per acre but 
smaller applications can be used later. The oil 
is sprayed from 1 foot to' 1% feet from the 
soil and is allowed to touch the butts of 
mature vines but paper collars have to be 
fixed around young vines put in to fill gaps to 
prevent the oil reaching t;hem. I could not get 
any details of the crops produced under this 
system but Mr. Quail stated that there had 
been a 25 per cent. increase in yield in a heavY 
bearing vineyard. Quail considered that an on 
emulsion might be equally effective provided an 
oil toxic to plants was used; this would greatly 
decrease the cost of oil. Mineral oil is of 
course very cheap in California. 

FERTILISERS 

I was surprised to find that th-e use of 
chemical fertilisers is not common practice in 
Fresno County. Many growers use mixed 
fertilisers, others nitrogen only, but I am told 
that a majority do not use any. The techni· 
cal authorities say that, while nitrogen almost 
always gives a worthwhile response, and phos
phates markedly improve lucerne, they have 
not been able to establish a relation between 
phosphates and potash applications and the 
yield of vines and deciduous trees. Green 
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manuring is usual but by no means all growers 
sow winter cover crops. 

TRACE ELEMENTS 

Since the discovery that a zinc deficiency 
is responsible for "little leaf" on Yines and 
trees, the use of zinc compounds has become 
common· practice. Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Quail 
assured me that, in a large part of California, 
vines, deciduous trees and citrus respond fav
ourably to zinc treatment. The methods of 
application vary. On spur pruned vines, the 
fresh cuts are swabbed with a strong zinc 
solution. No effective general method has yet 
been worked cut for applying zinc to cane 
pruned vines such as Thompson's. Oh deciduous 
trees, a strong zinc spray is used during the 
dormant period and a weak solution in sum· 
mer. I visited a magnificent 5¥2 year old 
peach orchard with Mr. Quail. The peaChes 
(an early Alberta) were being picked for green 
shipment and I was much interested to hear 
the grower ask for advice as to when the next 
zinc treatment should be given. Deficiencies 
of iron and copper have been established but 
no regular treatment is used. 

Mr. Quail reported good results from 
boring auger holes in trees and tamping in the 
solid salt of a needed mineral. The hole was 
then closed with a wooden plug coated with 
grafting wax. This method often caused 
local damage to the fibres but was effective. 
He also referred to methods of injecting :fluid 
into vine;s with a force pump, 

PRUNING 

July in California is not a gOOd time to 
study pruning. The methods used s~em similar 
to Australian practice. I was told that 
Zante currants are frequently rod pruned. I 
was also told that vine pruning tends to be 
slap-dash and that stubs are left all over the 
vines as the result of inexperienced pruners 
working on a piece work rate and using only 
two handled shears. It was suggested that 
these practices may result in such vin-e diseases 
as "black measles." 

OISEASES 
The usual diseases and pests of vines and 

trees occur and are treated in the usual way. 
Sulphuring against Powdery Milder\V (Oidium) 
is general. I saw some Zante currants badly 
infested. Copper sprays are. rarely used on 
vines; pears and apples require series of treat
ments against codlin moth. Trees are regu
larly sprayed to control scales and aphis. 

One disease of the vine is causing a good 
deal of apprehension, na.mely, Pierce's D1sease. 
This · js a virus disease common to vines, lu
cerne, and a number of other plants, some of 
which, however, carry the infection without 
apparent damage to .their own structure. Leaf
hopPers are a known vector. Pierce's -Disease 
was knqwn as Anaheim Disease and was re
sponsible between 1884 and 1895 for the de
destruction of 30,000 to 35,000 acres of vine
yards in SOuthern california. 

The disease has been in the San Joaquin 
Valley since 1920 but without serious conse
quences· until recent years. A period of in
creased viroulence is now being experienced 
and infeoted vineyards with gaps and 'dying 
vines are a common sight. The present rate 
of vine mortality is not regarded .a,s a major 
threat to the industry, although individual 
growers have suffered severely. It is estim
ated that some 250 acres per year are being 
totally wiped out, and that the infection is 
reducing the yield of a much larger area. No 
methods of prevention or cure have yet been 
discovered although the "roguing" of affected 
vineyards is recommended. 'l'here is a certain 
dread of increased mortality due to the experi~ 
ence of Southein California but the technical 
experts are not inclined to regard the disease 
as a major threat to vines in Central or 
Northern California. 

YIELD$ 
(All tonnages are in American short 

tons (2,000 lbs). 
Californian yields quoted below refer to the 

whole State and include irrigated and non· 
irrigated productiOJ?-. 

GRAPES-
While a considerruble proportion of wine 

grapes are grown under rainfall, almost all the 
raisin grapes and 

Crop Year. 
Average 1919-23 

1924-28 
1929-33 
1934-38 

Annual 1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 

table grapes are irrigated. 
Tons per bearing acre 

Ttl. Table Wine Raisins 
4.0 3.7 3.6 4.3 
3.4 3.4 2.7 3.8 
3.3 2.9 2.1 4.3 
4.4 4.7 3.2 5.1 
4.6 5.1 3.1 5.4 
4.7 '5.8 3.1 5.3 
5.2 6.1 3.3 6.3 

., 4.4 M 2.9 52 

While at· Berkeley University, 2 tons of dry 
to tlre acre is spoken of by agricultural 
economists as representing good commercial 
practice; in Fresno 1 ~ tons of Thompson's is 
regarded as good practice, and 114 tons as 
more nearly repres-enting the average. The 
drying ratio is taken as 3.75 tons of green to 
the ton of dry. 

The bearing acreage of grapes in 1943 is 
given as: Total 493,100 acres, wine 166,800 acres, 
table 79,300 acres, and raisin 247,000 acres, a 
proportion of the Thompson variety (sultanas) 
are shipped fresh, and when grown for ship
ment the canes are cinctured and some thin
ning of the bunches practised since the cinc
ture increases the size of the berries by 50 p.c. 

Yields of muscats (said to be our Gordo) 
are a littl-e lower thail Thompson's and the 
yield of Zante currants is also lower tha,n 
Thompson's. Cincturing of the zante on the 
trunk of the vines is normal and necessary. 
I saw some uncinctured 4 year . old vines that 
had not set a crop. 

A new form of cincturing knife is in use 
and I purchased a sample which I am having 
forwarded. 

Apricots 
The Californian yield of green fruit per 

acre has varied from 4.3 tons in 1939 to 1.5 tons 
in 1940. In 1942 the total crop was 199,000-
tons green, of whiCh 114,000 tons -were dried, 
65,000 tons canned, and 19,600 consumed fresh. 
The dried crop amounted to 20,800 in 1942. 

The drying ratio varies from 5~ to 7 tons 
of green to the ton of dry. 

There is a huge crop· in , 194-4 and many 
broken trees are to be seen. 

Prynes 

The Californian yield of dried prunes has 
varied from 1.87 tons in 193-8 to 0.60 in 19·29. 

In 1942 the bearing· acreage was 137,700 
acres; the production 172,000 short tons. The 
1944 crop is large. 

Peaches 
In 1942, there were 39:soo acres of Cling

stone and 38,100 acres of freestone. Yields of 
clingstones have varied from 10.6 tons green 
in 1942 to 2.5 in 1939; of freestone from 6.4 in 
1942 to 2.7 in 1929. 

The clingstone harvest in 1942 was 408,000 
tons, of which 347,000 tons were canned, 21,000 
tons dried and 12,000 tons used fresh. The 
equivalent :figuxes for freestones were: Har
vested 243,000 tons, canned 27,000 tons, dried 
112,000 tons, used. fresh 100,000 tons. The dried 
peach crop of 194'2 was 23~400 tons. 

Processing Methods 
Grap~ 

The usual Californian methods of picking 
and drying grapes are well known in Australia. 
Thompson's are now normally picked on to 
paper trays, while wooden trays are still used 
for muscats. This is an extremely cheap 
method of harvesting but the product as de
livered in sweat boxes to the packer is by no 
means attractive in appearance and the 
clouds of dust that rise as each box is emptied 
into the hopper are surprising. 

I went over the Sun Maid plant while it 
was proeessing and packing Thompson's and 
muscats of the 1943 crop. There can be no 
doubt about the efficiency of the process. Sun, 
Maid concentrate upon the Sun Dried seedless 
and the seeded muscat. They pack some 
70,000 tons, and o-nly handle soda bleached and 
golden bleached to meet the requirements of 
their overseas trade. Their product has a wide 
market both in the U .'S.A. and overseas and 
this fact lessens the significance of the com
ment that in appearance and flav-our it does 
not compare favourably with the Australian 
product. 

The "natural" muscats (GordOs) undipped 
and sundried are sUbjected to a more elaborate 
proc-ess ·to prepare them for seeding. The fruit 
as delivered in sweat boxes has a moisture 
content of around 16 per cent. After stemming 
and washing, the fruit goes through a dehydra
tor which reduces the moisture content to 
around 5 per cent. The temperatures used 
exceed 160 deg. (Fahr) and the fruit is long 
enough in the dehydrator to caramelize much 
of the grape sug.ar_ The seeding operation is 
most effective and the seeds come out clean 
with very little adhering flesh. The· seeds axe 
sold for oil pr-oduction, some of which is used in 
the next process which consists of steaming 
the fruit and oiling with raisin seed oil. The 
seeded musca.ts are now ready to be packed. 
The final product is dark, practically seedleiss, 
soft to handle, but it lacks the distinctive mus· 
cat flavour which is so mark-edly retained in our 
Lexias. 

I had no opportunity of seeing any pro
cessing Of dipped raisins. Technical· experts 
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criticised the use of raisin seed oil owing .to its 
tendency to rancidity after some months. 

There seems to be a need for more re
search into methods of processing grapes and, 
at the moment, little sign that this is being 
undertaken in California. 

TREE FRUITS 

The normal Californian methOds of cut
ting, sulphuring and processing are well known. 

The apricot harvest was in. full swing and 
some two to three weeks late. I saw .a couple 
of drying yards. The fresh frUit racked color 
and ripeness. 

Important work is being done at the insti
gation of the U.S. Army on the dehydration of 
tree fruits and some of the methods being 
adopted may prove of great interest in Aus
tralia. The Army desires a frUit that will re
taLl'l its quality in tropical climates and the 
Army nutritional experts have no dislike for a 
fairly high sulphur content. Tiley are also 
much interested in the maL'l'ltenance of as large 
a proportion of the carotene Cfor Vitamin A)~ 
and ascorbic acid (Vitamin C) of the fresh 
fruit as possible. 

Prof. Gruess and Dr. Mrak, of Berkeley 
University, together with Dr. Fisher, ·of the 
Dried FrUit Association, have worked out a 
prDcess which is giving encouraging results. I 
saw it in operation on .apricots. The fresh fruit 
(Tiptons) was a poor sample, not well colored 
and varying unduly in ripeness. It was cut 
on to wooden trays, the trays then travelled 
.aJpng a conveyor through a steam blanching 
plocess, the fruit being in the steam for a few 
minutes. It was then sulphured ness sul
phur was used than without steam blanching), 
and- then dried in a dehydrator with the .tem
perature contrDlled at between 140 deg. and 145 
deg, . (Fahr). The whole process from cutting 
to dry took sOme 10-12 hours. The end pro .. 
duct was very attra.ctive, good r~ colour, and 
plump with, I was told, a 30 p.c. moisture con
tent. The sulphu;r content was high, and 
this was desired to preserve the fruit. The 
carotene content was stated to be 25 p.c. bet
ter than in the sun dried fruit and 40 p.c. of 
the original ascorbic acid was retained 
whereas all is lost in sundrying. It seems 
possible that a process of this type might bene
fit Australian apricot growers especially as the 
handling of a.pricots on the drying green is apt 
to prove especially expensive owing .to the 
number of holidays that frequently fall within 
our apricot season. 

An interesting development is apple "nug
gets" for Army use. The ordinary dehydrated 
frui.t is used. It is minced, steam blanched 
and then placed in a vacuum drier with mod· 
erate heat to reduce moisture to . about 2 p.c. 
I tested a sample for reconstitution and 'found 
it .surprisingly good. The product is said to 
be far superior for cooking to ordinary dried 
apple rings. 

ID. Mrak believes that great improvements 
can be made hi the processing of other tree 
fruits and especially punes, where he considers 
that fermentation in the storage bins has unde
slra:ble effects. He is equally convinced of the 
possibilities of improving grape processing me
thods. Since, however, the research staff at 
Berkeley foresee three years work On tree 
fruits, they do not expect to be able to tackle 
the grapes. 

COSTS OF PRODljCTION 

I took the opportunity of ascertaining 
facts and obtaining opinions on costs. There 
was con.siderable diversity in the views ex
pressed by the l.igricultural economists at 
Berkeley and Standford and by the packers. 
The Fresno Country Farm Adviser's report was 
helpful. 

LABOR QOSTS 

Up to 1940 the average wage paid for un
skilled labour was 30 cents per hour. Agricul
tural labOur in -California is unorganized and 
·overtime rates are unusual. Many workers 
are itinerant and live under unsatisfactory con
ditions. In summer. a 10-hour day is usual. 

· Picking is usually piece work, and much prun
ing is done by contract work. workers in 
packing plants usually reCeive about 10 cents 
per hour more than field workers. 

In 1940, wages started to rise, the average 
for the season being between 35 and 4(} cents. 
The upward trend has continued and this seasoD 
the price of ordinary laborur is 75 per cent. per 
hour. My peach-growing friend was paying 
Mexican women 75 cents Per hour for picking. 
This i:::: equal to $6.00 fo·r an eight hour day and 
$7.50 for a HLhour. 

Valid comparisons with Australian rates 
would require consideratmn of the relative pur_ 
chasing power of the £A. and the u.s. dollar. 

At 4 dollars to the £, the 1944 rates are equiva
lent to 30/ for an eight hour day. 

I found that little thought had b-een given 
to the probable level of wages after the war. I 
discussed the issue with a large number of 
people and the consensus of guesses (for they 
could not be more) was that, while high wartime 
rates would not be maintained a figure c1 about 
50 cents per hour was probable unless severe 
nation-wide unemployment rtJ.occurred. It was 
also thought by some that growers would be like
ly to find it necessary to go to considerable ex
pense to provide better living quarters for 
workers. 

At the pre-war rate of 30 cents (and I under
stand lower rates were sometime:; paid), with UTI
organised labour, no overtrme or Sunday rates, 
a normal 10 hour day, piece work rate for picking 
grapes (I understand that Thompson's are very 
roughly picked) and for rough picking, the Cali
fornian labour costs were probably substantially 
below Australian. A 50 cent rate after the war 
would however place California in the highest 
wage category. 

COST OF WATER 
Here costs in California are distinctly lo~er 

than in Australia. From several sources I was· 
given 7.50 dollars as the cost of applying 30 
inches of water either from the channels or by 
pumping. 

OTHER COSTS 
Fertilisers are not commonly used and the 

other costs of the raisin growers are small. 
PROCESSING COSTS 

'!he -eost of stemming, grading, processing, 
and packing Thompson's is said to be between 
1.5 and 2 cents per lb. ·In the years before the 
U.S. entered the war:, the difference between 
grower's sweat box prices and packer's f.O.b. 
prices seem to have gone up with increased labor 
and other charges and the margins allowed under 
the Office of Price Administration (C.P.A.) 
ceilings have been increased. Last year, I am told 
the Sun Maid Association returned 15 dollars 
per ton to growers from their m'argin. 

PRICES 
The Board will be well aware of californian 

f.o.b. prices from the Californian Dried Fruits 
News. 

Ceiling prices for the 1944 season are now 
being determined and the Dried Fruits Associa_ 
tion is on its way to Washington for discussions 
with the Office of Price Administration (O.P.A.) 
and the War Food Admi.llistration (W.F.A.). 

Prices to growers have been announced as 
18Q dollars per ton for Thompson's and 19•5 doL 
Iars for muscats. 

I am -told that, with C!ertain allowances and 
adjustments, the prices actually received by 
growers will be about 15 dollars higher, roughly 
200 dollars per short ton. 

This would be 224 dollars per long ton and 
at 4 dollars to the £, about £56 per ton. 

The following comparison of prices to grow
ers for natural Muscats and Thompsons are in
teresting:-

Muscats Thompson's 
1909 $33 $43 
1913 70 79 
1920 223 2441 
1923 51 49 
1932 21 41 
1939 45 45 
1942 110 110 
1944 (say) 210 195 

The prices charged f.o.b. by packers for U.S. 
consumption are being kept down by subsidy and 
will be based on the pride paid to growers in 1942 
i.e.: 110 dollars per ton. 

FARM INCOMES 
The average size of holdings in Fresno 

county is said to be a:bout 20 acres. It was, how
ever, explained that there were a large number 
of small holdings iii the hands of men working 
in the city or for other growers. The ideal hold
ing for a man anxious to employ his own labour 
to best advantage was said to be from 35 to 40 
acres. As this differs markedly from our con· 
ceptions in the Murray River settlements, and 
I discussed the matter wih the agricultural econ
omists, the County Advisor with the Sun Maid 
people. 

.The total man hours per acre required for_ 
cultural labour are given as 64 hours, of which 
18 are ascribed to prmilng. Assuming that the 
grower works for 300 days at. 8 hours per day. 
this gives him a working year of 2,400 hours. The 
estima~ of 64 man hours per acre means 2560 
hours per year, a grower would need additional 
labour for pruning. if more time was devoted 
to-' ·careful work. The other argument in favour 
of a 35w40 acre holding is that it requires some 
such area to give the grower a reasonable stan
dard of living. 

There is a consensus of opinion that. at the 
pre~war purchasing power of the dollar, a grow. 
er needs a farm income of from 1500 dollars to 
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2000 dollars. 'I'o this his own la.bour reckoned 
at say 33 eents an hour (pre_ war) would contrL 
bute 800 dollars. If costs of production are tak
en at 62.80 per ton f,or 6 ,green tons to the acre 
drying out at 3.75/1, it would appear that a sweat 
box price of 75 dollars per ton was needed to give 
a 40 acre grower a farm income of 1500 dollars 
including the value of his own labour. According 
to the records from 1922 to 1940, there was only 
one year in whk'h growers obtained over 75 dol
lars, the average grower's price (1Ulweighted) 
for the 197 acres being 56 dollars. 

MARKETING 
The domestic market in U.S.A. absorbs a 

large but v:arying proportion of the total raisin 
pack. In 1939 out of a total pack of 245,000 tons 
182,000 tons or 74 per cent were consumed do
mestically. OVer the ten year period 1932-41, 
the average domestic consumption has been 
152,000 tons or a little under 21h lbs. per caput 
and the averag-e exports 60,000 tons. 

I am enclosing a copy of an interesting sur
vey made in 1940 by the Farm Advisor's Office, 
Fresno Co1mty, on the availability of raisins 
on the retail market in U.S.A. This demonstrates 
that ''raisins are almost as common in . the 
country store as matches or tobacco, and, if 
consumption is ~o be increased ill. pflldkaged 
goods, an effort should be directed to 'move them 
over the retail counter.' '!'hey are already be
hind it." 

My own impression is that increased con
sumption may depend at least in part upon im
provement in the quality and flavour of the pro
duct. This will require research into the varous 
factors which give quality to raisins. 

As· regards the future, I found packers an.. 
xious to arrange for dried fruit to be included 
in UNRRA supplies for EUropean relief on the 
ground that the taste for dried fruits ought to 
be re-established, but that otherwise little 
thought had been given to post-war marketing 
problems. 

The general impressions left on my mind 
can be summarised as foHows;-The present 
level of prices· for grapes and especially far Wine 
grapes is likelY to lead to the planting of ad
ditional areas. There has not, however, been 
any substantial increase in acreage as yet. The 
present threat from Pierce's disease is not to be 
lightly dismissed. While it may not prove a 
major factor, it is likely to decrease average 
yields per acTe and thus increase costs. 

Growers of raisin type grapes have three 
outlets. Drying wineries, and shipment green, 
The degree of absorption o,f the Californi.an grape 
harvest by consumers in USA will depend upon 
the level of employment in U.S.A. Demobilisatlon 
from the war effort will involve many difH.cult 
problems. Some large increase in unemploy
ment after the war seems inevitable but this may 
be short~term and maybefollowedbyhighem
ployment as the demand for civilian goods will 
be very great. It is impossible to forecast the 
probable developments Of post-wal policy. 

While the present level of prices for grapes 
(for all purposes) cannot be maintained, there 
will be strong pressure brought to bear to prevent 
prices falling to pre-war levels. Such pressure is 
likely to be effective during the probable short_ 
term period of increased unemployment during 
the reconversion period and, if so, prices may re
main relatively high during the three or four 
years during which industry is catering up on 
civilian demand. The later course of prices will 
depend upon American internal and external 
economic policy. 

Labour Costs will not remain at the present 
high level but theTe is likely to be considerable 
resistance to a fall to below 45 to 50 cents per 
hours. 

The dried fruit industry has not devoted as 
much attention to the improvement of the qual
ity of the prod.uct as have many other food and 
fruit industries.. Increased consumption may be 
found largely to depend upon improving the 
the :(I.avor and appearance. of raisins and upon 
preserving nut'l"itional values. 

"MY lOVE MUST WAIT" 
The story of Matthews Flinders' life, his 
loves, his ups and downs, and above 11.11 

his remarkable spirit. 

By Ernestine Hill 
Author of "W.ater Into Gold," ''The Great 

Australian Loneliness," etc. 

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest Bookseller 
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The Activities Of The Association 
Dehydration. - Manpower - Final Account Sales -
Differentials- Sub-standard Dried Fruits for Distilla
tion. - Deferred Main.tain.en.ce in. Income Tax Adjust
ments - Arbitration. Court. 

At the last meeting of the Board of Manage
ment of the Association action was taken re
garding matters that are of vital importance tc 
the industry. Amongst those dealt with was 
that of the manpower problem facing the grow
ers and packers in the coming harvest season, 
and for production and processing generally. 

The position as seen by the Board after full 
consid,eration of the reports from various cen
tres, is briefly that, unless the manpower posi
tion improves there is a distinct possibility of 
serious loss in food in the event of a. break
down 'in the weather .during the 1945 harvet:=t. 
Even though the past three seasons have been 
very favorable for drying shortage of labor has 
protracted the harvest to the extent that t:!:Jr>; 
dehydration facilities of the packing houseOJ: 
have been overtaxed and much extra thandling 
bas been inevitable. 

It was resolved: "That -this Board views with 
concern the likelihood "Of there being insn1fi·· 
cient labor available for t::te 1945 harvest a.nd 
urges that the Commonwealth Go-vernment. 
places the dried fruits industry in a higher 
l)riority in regard to all Army .releases and 
available manpower for harvesting purposes. ' 

It was decided to write all packing houses 
asking them to do their utmost to provi-de in~ 
creased and adequate dehydration facilities. 

Following this decision a letter was sent to 
the Controller-General of Food setting out ~he 
terms of the resolution and adding, inter alia: 

··u is desired to make it clear that we are 
not complaining regarding the treatment re~ 
eeived during the 1944 season, but from vari
ous statements that have appeared in the 
Press. we are led to believe that the manpower 
position may not be as favorable for the 1945 
season. 

""It is recognised that almost perfect drying 
weather was experienced during the h.irvesting 
of the 1942, 1943 and 1944 crops, but my Board 
are apprehensiv-e that if we were to get a seri
ous break in the weather during the 1945 har~ 
vesting period, it would result in a very great 
loss -of fruit, .wJ:J.ich to a large extent could be 
oa.votded if suffici-ent labor were available both 
for harvesting and dehydration. 

"Since the above resolution was passed and 
circulated to the various packing houses, our 
a.ttention has been drawn to the fact that un
less special releases are made for p'acking 
house work, independent of the demands for 
llarvesting. work on the vineyards, such dehy~ 
dration as ma3r become necessary during the 
harvesting period would create a, most difficult 
problem and that anything approaching a seri
ous break in the weather would result in con
~iderable loss of fruit. 

"With a:. view to overcoming -existing difficul
ties, it has beosn ·suggested that we approach 
the authoritie,s, with a request that sufficient 
men of the type required by packing houses be 
released from the Military Forces to meet the 
ueeds of packers from the middle of March to 
the end of May and during this period a camp 
or camps be established on suitable sites con 
venient to pacldng house lo·cations, such camp 
or camps to b8l under the supervision -of a res· 
ponsible officer. If it is not possible to re
~ease the men for the full period, it is sug~ 
gcsted that the required .ri.umber shall be avail
able in relays. Transport to and from the 
camp to be pro·vided by the pack-ers as requir
ecl. 

"Our Board feel that if the dried fruits indus
try was in a higher, priority in regard to labor 
requirements, we would !have a much better 
ch'ance of ·securing the necessary labor for bar· 
vesting and for the packing houses, and as 
dried fruits are a commodity which is urg.ently 
required for the United Kingdom, Canada, New 
Zealand, Eastern Markets, Commonwealth 
and Services r-equirements, it is requested that 
tl1e matter be taken up with 'a view to having 
the industry placed in a more favorable pof!i~ 
tlon in regard to the securing of the necessary 
labor required." 

The Secretary of t:b.e Association, Th·ir. W. N. 
Sumner, now reports:~ 

Following the discussion at our last Board 
mEleting and the resolution which was carried, 
I have to advise th'at after discussion with Mr. 
E. J. Mulvany, the attached l-etter was sent to 
the Controller-General of Food, Melbourne, and. 
a deputation consisting of Messrs. R. H. Gil· 
bert, E-. J. Mulvany, Parker J. Moloney, H. R. 
Jones and W. N. Sumner met Messrs. Critch~ 
ley, Hewitt, EdmundS and Young, of Food Con
trol, on Friday 22nd September. 

The letter in question served 'as a basis for 
discussion and it was learnt that Messrs. Hew
itt and Edmunds represent the labor position 
nuder Food Control. The whole matter was 
very fully discussed and Mr. Hewitt intimated 
that it could not be disguised that the labor 
position g·enerally was somewhat worse than in 
194.4, but that it was not exp.ecte-d that indus
tries suc;h as the dried fruits industry would 
nut be able to secure the necessary labor for 
harvesting, 'although he stre-ssed the point that 
where growers did not have accommodation for 
workers, it would be extremely difficult to 
make provision for the necessary labor. 

It was felt that in certain areas the accom
, rnodation could be improved. If this wer.e 
done it would seem th'at it would! be much 
easier for manpower to provide the necessary 
labo-r. 

Mr. Critchley undertook to confer wit:h the 
Department of War organisation of Industry 
wi.th a view of making the necessary materials 
available for the building of workers' huts 
Mention was made of the tact that it did not 
seen1 likely that there would be the samf' 
amount of soldier labor available in South Aus
tralia as there was in 1944, and Mr. Hewitt in~ 
timated that tvhilst it was not e.xpected there 
would be the same number of soldiers avail
able, he was !hopeful that ,there would be some 
of this c:lass of Jabor available in South Aus
tl"a.lia. 

With regard to the right class of labor for 
the packing houses, this matter was fully con
sidered and it was pointed- out that whilst men 
from the wheat areas who were wo·rking. in the 
packing houses were satisfactory, there was 
the disadvantage that if the wheat areas got 
rain towards the t'fnd of March or early April, 
the farmers wanted to go back to their own. 
holdings. At the conference we did not s-eem 
to get very far on this matter, but we did mak~ 
a strong plea that the right type of labor 
should be made available to the packing houses 
'and Messrs. Hewitt, Critchley and the other 
officers were· favorable to our request. 

We discu:ssed with Food Control the ques
tion of the dried fruits industry being in a 
higher priority not only in respect .to labor, but 
the requirements of the industry generally. 

We were assured that the method now adopt~ 
-ed in respect -to seasonal industries is to give 
t:hem as much labor as was available for their 
ne-eds and that knowing the importance of 
dried fruits, we could rest assured that every
thing possible would be done to make the nec
essary labor available. 

T:he request placed before the Treasurer 
stating th_e case of the ,dried fruits industry for 
deferred maintainance on plant and muchinery 
was again considered and it was decided, in 
view of thf' fact that. the Budget session of th<' 
Federal Parliament would be held befo-re the 
next meeting of the Board, -to contact all Fede· 
ral members representing dried fruits elector
ates asking that they use all their influence to 
have the request sympathetically dealt with. 

From t-he statement by the Tr-easurer during 
his Budget speech it can now be accepted that 
this principle will become Jaw and the follow
ing copy of the appropriate clauses ·since re
ceived from official sources, is set out as fol
lo-ws aB a guide to growers .. and the industry 
genel"<:"J.lly. In a later issue of th.e "Dried 
Fruits News" further adv-ice as to the method 
of stating a claim will be given in ample time 
for the preparation of the 1'944-45 Income Tax 
returns. The statement rea.ds:-

Clause 4.-Deferred Maintenance and Altera
tions to Plant and Machinery. 

DEFERRED MAINTENANCE 
53A.-(1) The estimated cost (not being less 

t!han £100) of deferred maintenance shall, sub
jeet to this sectipn, be an allowable deduction. 

(2) A .deducti-on shall be allowable in respect 
o-f deferred mainten'a.nce where the taxpayer-

(a) has, during the year of income during 
which the need for the deferred mainten· 
·ance first arose, h1ade an application in 
writing to the Commissioner for the allow· 
a.nce thereof as a deduction; 

(h) has furntshed with the application a dE?
tailed statement of particulars of the de.
fen·ed maintenance and the estimated cost 
thereof; and 

(c) bas paid to the Commissioner, at the time 
of making the application, a sum equal to 
the estimated cost of the deferred main
t-enance. 

(3) Tille amount allowable as a deduction 
shall he such amount as, i.n the opinion of the 
Commis·sion.er, is reasonable. 

( 4) Where the sum ·paid by a taxpayer in 
pursuance of paragraph (c) of sub-section (2), 
of this section exceeds the amount allowable 
as a deduction under this section, the Commis~ 
sio·ner shall repay to the taxpayer the amount 
of the excess. 

( 5) \'Vhere, in pursuance of the last preced~ 
ing sub-section, th-e Commissioner has repaid 
the amount of any excess a..n.d the Board of 
Referees, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
upon it by section 53E of this Act, has increas
ed the amount allowable as a deduction, the 
taxpayer shall pay to ,the Commissioner, within 
30 days after service on the taxpayer of notice 
of the decision of the Board, a sum equal t() 
the amount of the increas-e. 

(6) For the purposes of this section, ma"in· 
t.-enauce-

(a) t:he need for which first arose during. any 
of the three years of income next preced
ing the year of income ending on the thir~ 
tieth day of June, One thousand nine hun~ 
dred ···and forty-five;--and 

(b) which the taxpayer was unable to under~ 
take by reason of circumstances attribut
able to the present war, 

shall be deemed to be maintenance the need for 
w:hich first arose during the year of income 
ending on the thirtieth day of June, One thoU~\, 
sand nine hundred and forty-five. · 

(7) Where-
(a) the estimated cost of deferred mainten

ance in respect of which an 'application is 
made under sub-section (2) of this section 
includes an amount representing the estl· 
mated cost of maintenance the need for 
which is, by virtue of the last preceding 
sub-section, deemed to have first arisen 
during the year of income ending on tbe 
thirtieth day of June, One thousand nine 
hundred and forty~five; 

(b) t11e t.otal.amount allowable as a deduc~ 
tion from the income of that year of in~ 
come, in respect of the estimated cost of 
deferr'E!d maintenance, exc.eeds the amo·unt 
of inr:ome remaining after deducting from 
the assessable income of that year an 
other allowable deductions; and 

(e) the Commissioner considers it would be 
just and reasonable in the circumstances 
to do so, 

the total amount a.llowable as a deduction may 
be .(1educted partly from the assessable income 
of that year of income and p'artly from the 
assessable income of any one or more of the 
three immediately preceding years of income. 

(8) In this section, '"'deferred maintenance" 
means the maintenance of property, whether 
real or personal, in a normal state of repair or 
npkeep where-

(a) the need for the maintenance first arose 
in the, year of income and prior to the ter
mination of the present war; 

(b) t:he taxpayer was unable to undertake 
the maintenance by reason of circum
stances attribntable to the present war; 
and. 

(c) the expenditure upon that maintenance 
would liave been an allowable deduction 
under section :fifty-one or fifty-three of this 
Act if it had been actually incurred by the 
taxpayer. 

REPAYMENTS 
53B.~(l) The Commissioner shall repay the 

whole or part, a.s the case requires, of any sum 
paid in pursuance of the last preceding -sec
tion-

(a) upon application in writing made at any 
time after the expiration of six months 
from the date upon which the sum was 
paid: 

(b) where the taxpayer
(i) dies; 
(ii) becomes bankrupt or executes .~ 

deed of assignment or arrangement fCJtr 
the benefit of his creditors; or 

(iii) being a company, commences to be 
wound up, 

upon the Commissioner becoming aware of 
the death, bankruptcy, execution of the 
deed or winding up; and 

(c) in any other case-after the expiration 
of two- years after the termination of the 
present war. 

(2) ·Where any amount is repaid to the tax~ 
payer in pursuance of paragraph (a) or (c) 
of the last preceding sub~section, that amount 
-s:hall be included in the assessable income of 
the taxpayer of the year of income in which 
it is repaid. 

(3) Where any amount is repaid in pursuance 
of paragraph (b) of :sub~section (1) this sec· 
tio.n, that amount shall be deemed to· be asses
sable income derived by th-e taxpayer on the 
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day prior to the date of the death, bankruptcy 
execution of the deed or commencement of the 
winding up, as the ca·se may be. 

EXCESS DEDUCTIONS OF DEFERRED 
MAINTENANCE 

53C.-(l) W~ere a deduction in respect of 
the estimated cost of the deferr-ed maintenance 
of any property has been allowed under sec
tion fifty-three A of this Act and-

( a) it appears to the Commissioner that the 
amount of the deduction, or the total 
amount of the deductions, so allowed ex
ceeds the amount which the taxpayer has 
actually incurred or will occur, either prior 
to, or within two· years. after, the termina
tion of the present war in undertaking that 
deferre-d maintenance; or 

(b) that property is destroyed; discarded, 
sold or otherwise disposed of before that 
deferred maintenance is undertaken 

the Commissioner may, if he· considers the cir
cumstances warrant it, d·etermine the excess of 
the amount of total amo-unt so allowed over the 
amount which it would be reasonable to allow. 

(2) Any excess so determined shall be, in
cluded in the as·sessable income of such one or 
more of the years of inCOJile from the iJlcome 
of which a deduction was so allowed as the 
Commissioner determines, and the amount in
cluded, or to be included, as assessable income 
in pursuance of sub~section (2) Or (3) of the 
last preceding section shall be reduced by the 
excess so determined. 

ALTERATIONS TO PLANT 
53D.-(1) Where a taxpayer ha:s, fOT pur

poses primarily and principally connected with 
the prosecution of the present war, made 
alterations to, or in trhe position of, any pro
perty (being plant .or articles in respect of 
which depreciation is, ;1.llowable as a deduction 
under section fifty-four of this Act), expendi
ture (not being expenditure incurred in making 
structural alterations or additions to buildings) 
incurred by him during the year of income in 
m'aking those alterations, or in re-establishing, 
removing or re-arrang.ing that property after 
those alterations have been made, shall be an 
allowable deduction. 

(2) Where any such expenditure creates an 
enduring benefit to the taxpayer ,:Which would 
not have arisen if the alterations had not been 
made, the deduction otherwise allowable under 
the last llreceding sub-section, shall be reduced 
by an amount equal to the value of the endur
ing benefit so created. 

(3) The amount of the deduction which 
would otherwise be allowable under this sec
tion shall he reduced by the amount (if any) 
of the expenditure whic:h the taxpayer has 
b-een recouped or is entitled tO! be recouped by 
any person, 'vhere the am011Ut recouped or to 
be recouped is .not or will not be included in 
assessable income. 

( 4) Expenditure which is allowable as a de· 
duction under this section shall not be talren 
into account as part of the cost of the property 
for the purposes of section sixty-two of this 
Act. 

A furthr~r .matter regarding taxation was 
dealt with following a letter set out by Mr. 
Mallo,c:b., drawing attention to the fact that 
there is a lack of uniformity in the allowable 
deductions in the di:ffiereut St'ates in respect to 
racks and trellis, also drainage. It was decid
ed to take up the matter with the Commis·· 
sioner of 'Taxation, Canberra with a view to 
having the items dealt with by the Deputy 
Commissioners under a uniform basis. To 
date no decision bas been officially intimated, 
hut it is the intention of the Board to try and 
have the position clftrified before the next re· 
turns are due. and made retrospective to tthe 
appropriate years during which uniform taxa
tion has been operative. 

Final account s'ales-vine fruits-were de· 
cided for seaso.n 1944 as foUows: 

CURRANTS 
4~Crown over 2-Crown . . . £5 0 
3-Crown over 2-Crown . . . £2 10 
2-Crown . . . . . . . . Basis 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 

1-Crown under 2-Crown- £2 10 0 per ton 
M.F. under 2·Crown . . £5 0~ 0 per ton 

SULTANAS 
5-Crow.n over 3-Crown . . . £4 0 
4-Crown over 3-Crown . . £2 0 
3·Crown . . . . . . . .- . . Basis 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 

2·Crown under 3-Crown £2 0 0 per ton 
per ton 
per tori 

l·Crown under 3-Crown £4 0 0 
"Plain"· under 3-Crown £6 0 0 

LEJCIAS AND WALTHAMS 
Packed Basis-
6·Crown over 3-Crown 
5-Crown over 3·Crown 
4-Crown over 3-Crown 
3-Crown? 
2-CrownS 
Seedless over 3-Crown 
Sweat Box Delivery Basis-
6-Crown over 3-Crown . . . 
5-Crown over 3-Crown . . . 
3-Crown ......... · .. . 

£9 0 
£2 0 

10 

Basis 
£2 0 

£3 0 
£1 0 
Basis 

0 per to.u 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 

0 per ton 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 

Following the receipt of a motion from the 
South Australian River Council of the A.D.F.A.: 
"That the Board of Management be requested 
to take the necessary steps with a view to the 
formatiim of a Federal Arbitration Committee 
from representatives of existing committees." 

The Board gave consideraiton to the whole 
question of concerted industry representation 
on these matters, and it was decided t11'<tt 
Messrs. Howie (S.A.), McKay (Nyah-Woori
nen) and Gordon and Winterbottom (Mildura 
Areas) should confer with the committees in 
the respective districts with a view to the, for· 
mation of a central body that would act on be·· 
half of all, rather having 'a system whereby it 
was possible for each section to be forced to 
act under duress urgently without consultation 
with other sections, wrhere local disputes in
volving general principles were involved. 

At the time of setting out thes-e notes we 
are informed by the Chairman of the Mildura 
Growers' Conciliation and Arbitration Commit
tee (Mr. Messenger) that this body, following 
the ·suggested set-up has contacted the Nyah
Woorinen Group together with the South Aus
tralian body t'hat functions in this regard. Ad
vice has been received from the former ap
pointing Mr. Allnutt as the representative for 
that area, and agreeing with the principle. No 
advice has yet been 1·eceived from South Aus· 
tralia, but as the section suggesting this set-up 
it c'an be taken for granted that the proposed 
Federal Arbitration ·Committee will be in opera
tion very soon. 
~ Involved in this question of concerted action 
on matters affecting wages adjustments and 
gen-eral working conditions-applying, to the in
dustry is the matter of tax ,stamps for seasonal 
workers. A letter wa:s received from the Mid
Murray Valley District Council of the A.D.F.A. 
pointing out that seasonal workerS object to 
over-time and to a greatly increased effort on 
piece work, because the wages tax on such 
efforts increases so rapidly, and asked that en· 
d.eavors be made to obtain a fiat rate in the £ 
for tax d-eductions ·on seasonal workers. On 
making inquiry, the Board has been informed 
that tbis arrangement now applies only to 
shearers. It was, therefore, decided to refer 
this matter to the Fe.deral Arbitration Commit~ 
tee for appropriate action, and pending the 
complete set-up of this committee, the chair
man of the Mildum committee lhas been in con· 
tact with the Australian Workers' Union, whi~h 
body is prepared to support the extension of 
this arra·ngement to seasonal workers in the 
dried fruits industry. Further action is now 
proposed and a case will be submitted to the 
Taxation Authority at the ·earliest possible 
date. 

Other matters de'alt with at the Board of 
Management meeting are set out briefly, with 
eomment in amplification, as follows:-

The Victorian Potato, Onion and Vegetable 
Growers' Association:· Letter dated 27th July, 
1944, was received from this Association, pass
ing on resolution carried by their associatiOn, 
that representations be made t,o other primary 
producers' organisations with a view to the 
formation of a Chamber of Rural Industries, 
and asking the A.D.F.A. to appoint two d-ele
gates to meet two delegates from other primftry 
producer organisations, to eonsider the advlsa~ 
bility of forming a State Chamber or Council 
of Rural Industries. After discussion it was 
decided to advise them that the A.D.F.A. is an 
Interstate association with its branches in the 
four producing. States and up-to-date lb.as not 
been fit to link up with the various State 
movements, although they rare entirely in sym
pathy with the movement of primary producers 
to organise. 

Interstate Charges Accounts: Up to- the pre· 
sent time separate Interstate charges accounts 
for Victoria, South Australia and New South 
Wales have been kept, but the Board feel that 
the time lh'asl arrived that they should be amal· 
gamated. · 

Resolved: "That the fnterstate charges ac
counts be now consolidated into one and that 
the charge fo,r Victoria and South Australia be 
fixed at a variation of £1 per ton higher for 
South Australia, this being the approximate 
additional cost of shipping to- main Australian 
ports, as compared with Victoria. In the case 
of the Murrumbidgee area in New South Wales, 
the variation to be 17/6 per ton less than Vic
toria." 

Board M-eetings: Reference was made to· the 
fact that not as many meetings had been held 
this year as Usual. The Chairman explained 
the circumstances responsible and stated that 
every effort would be made to have regular 
meetings in future. 

The circumstances mitigating against more 
frequent meetings of the Board, obviously the~, 
diffi..culties of Interstate travel, and the need to 
synchronise dates· ·of meetings with those of 
others involving .d-istant representatives ·of 
other industry units, are apparent under war· 
time conditions, and it is difficult to arrange 
dates that will suit all. However, it iS. appre-
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ciated by; the Board that, having regard to fue 
fact that the A.D.F.A. is the parent body of the 
growers' own organisation, every effort must 
be made to arrange the date of meetings of the 
executive closely enough to keep its members 
in constant touch with current events pertain· 
ing to the industry. 

Packing House Requirements-Season 1945: 
A letter was received from the Nyah and 
Woorinen District Packers' Association, Nyah 
West, advising that it seemed unlikely t:hat the 
manufacturer in their .district of dip tanks,- dip 
buckets and other growers requisites· would be 
pperating this year, owing to the tact that the 
finn in question were unable to get labor for 
the manufacture Df sam~. The Nyah and 
Woorinen District Packers' Association were 
recommended by the Board to try and make 
arrangements with a packing house in another 
district to supply their requirements. 

Shipments of Dried Fruits to Sydney:· Tl~e 
Board had before them correspondence ex
changed between The Adelaide Steamship Co. 
Ltd., Melbourne, the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Mer
chants' Association and the A.D.F.A., regarding 
the question of shipping dried fruit to Sydney 
under a separate ·mark for each g,rade of fruit, 
inst-ead of the individual consignees marks. On 
referring the matter to the New South Wales 
Dried Fruits Merchants' Association, t:hey ad
vised that they strongly protested against thG 
projected alteration. In vi-ew of this opinion, 
it w•as decided to advise the Shipping Company 
of the position. 

Dried Fruit Boxes: Letter dated 4th August, 
1944, was received from Co-operated Dried 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., Melbourne, asking for 
a direction as to the allocation of any box 
shooks that may arrive at Melbourne from 
Cana.da for the packing of the Victorian 1945 
crop. 

Resolved "That Co-operated Dried Fruits 
Sales Pty. Ltd. allocate :same to Packers on 
their estimated 1944 pack." · 

Acetylene Exploder: The meeting wa·s ·noti
fied that the acetylene exploder ordered from 
America had arrived and been sent on to Mr. 
Gordon. Mr. Gordon said that he had not yet 
had an opportunity of testing same out, but 
hoped to do so at an early date. 

Sub-standard Dried Fruit: A letter was re
ceived from the Department of Trade and Cus
toms, Canberra, dated 13th June, 1944, advisillg 
that the Minister had determined that the mini
mum pri'ce to be paid for ~uch dried grapes 
used for the distillation of fortifying spirit 
sh'all be £20 per ton. 

Dried Fruits Industry Requirements-Season 
1945: 'l'he rsecretary advised that the Director· 
ate of Materials Supply had made available a 

·further 52 tons black steel sheets and 147 tons 
galvanised iron, which had been allocated to 
the various interests concerned. 

Dried Tree Fruits-Season 1944: After dis
cussion it was agreect that owing to portion of 
the pack of tree fruits being sold at Service 
prices, which are somewhat higher than civJ.· 
Iian rates, it would be, necessary for an adjust
ment between ag.ents to take place this year, 
so as to ensure trhat each section o-f growers 
received on equitable allocation of the two 
classes of fruit. It was also considered that 
those grades which were totally unacceptable 
to the Service trade on account of their low 
quality should not participate in the proportion 
of the higher return secUred by sales at Se~.·. 
vice rates. The Secretary was instructed to 
take the necessary :steps to acquaint agents of 
the decision of the Board. 

Loss of Weight Between Received and Pack
ed Weig:hts of ·Dried Vine Fruits-Season 1943: 
A discussion took place regarding the loss in 
weight between received and pf!-cked weights 
in one district for season 1943. It was decid
ed to ask an packers to supply head office with 
the net 'packed weight and the received sweat 
box weight of vine fruits :seasoll! 1'943. ' 

With regard to the term "Received for DehY· 
dration," the received sweat box weight must 
be the weight after the d-eduction made for de
ibydration. 

It will not be necessary for packers to show 
the various crown grades, but merely the total 
weight of currants, sultanas, lexi'as and wal· 
thams :separately. 

This matter is an important one,, for, until 
it is found just where the differences occur, 
and some uniform sYstem set up, it can happen 
that wide variations can appear on account 
s'ales of several pa.cking houses within a dis· 
trict. As our fruit is now· apportioned on a 
quota basis applicable to all ag.ents, and at fix
ed prices for each market, there should be very 
little difference in the returns to growers from 
any agent. 

Local difficulties might arise, lhowever, and 
when these are checked and adjusted via the 
Board of Management the position should right 
itself. 
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~ ·forward items of interest to the rndustry 
~ as a whole for publication in the "News." 
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Here's freedom to him that would read, 
Here's freedom to him who wmeld write; 

For there's none ever feared that the truth 
"should be hem-d, 

But those whom the truth 'UJould indite. 
-Burns. 

MILDURA, OCTOBER, 1944 

AN INDUSTRY'S liFE 
BlOOD 

THE imminence of the annual conference 
which may fairly accurately be described 

as the parliament of the A.D.F.A., presents a 
:fitting occasion to endeavor to take sto·ck of 
the position of the industry, evaluate its pr-os
pects, and plan for the future. 

It will be readily conceded that the dried 
fruits industry has weathered the storm of war
time strain and stress in a manner' that must 
be gratifying to all engaged in the industry. 
True, in common with all other primary in
dustries, it has experienced the difficulties inci
dental to inadequate manpower resources, in
sufficient fertilisers, inability to adequately 
maintain fixtures and plant, but there is, never
theless, reason for gratification that the .indus
try is in s~ch shape after :five years of war. 

Many things have contributed to this excel
lent position. · The nature of our product, 
which gives to it priority over many other 
primary products; the foresight and leadership 
that in other days laid so firm a foundation for 
the industry and during the war years. has con
tinued to wisely build thereon; and, by no 
means least, the manner in which the indivi-

, dual grower, frequently in the face of great 
disabilities has taken hold >and carried on. 

There is one 'aspect of the industry that 
should be giving pause to the more thoughtful 
growerS in at least three of the four dried 
fruits producing States, andi that is the safe
guiarding of the wator supply which is the very 
life blood of the industry in New South Wales, 
Victoria and South ;Australia. 

The South Australian State Conference of 
the A.D.F.A., has had the matter under review 
and, although no immediate alarm was in evi
dence, the Conference says that the capacity of 
the Hwne Dam should be increased to its maxi
mum of two million acre feet; that the present 
designed capacity of the intake· channel to 
Lake Victoria should be doubled; and that 
provision should be made for the requisite elec
trical power. !t was estimated that the cost 
of these works would be in the vicinity of 
£1,150,000. 

There is another aspec't of the safeguarding 
of irrigation water supplies that might well 
engage the attention of the A.D.F.A. authori
ties, and that is the dangeri of siltation m the 
Hume itself. 

There is a volume of evidence already <!Vail
able 1that ((For-ces are at work which are caus
ing depreciation of its value and which, if not 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 
MEETING 

Opens In Melbourne On 
October 31 

The twenty-second annual meeting of the 
Federal Council of trhe Australian Drted Fruits 
Association is to be held at the Commercial 
Travellers Club BOard Room, Melbourne, com· 
mencing 10.45 a.m. DIU Tuesday, 31st October, 
1944. 

In addition to the usual routine' items which 
as usual include the Secretary's Report, Elec
tion of Board of Management, Head Office 
Account, Board of Management's Report, the 
folloWing items have been brought forward by 
Branches and will be discussed. 

Manpower position for 1945 harvest: "That 
an early start be made in preparation for the 
1945 harvest." (Red Cliffs Branch A.D.F.A.). 

Depreciation of Orchard·s: "That a further 
review of th·e questi-on of Depreciation of 
Orchards be ma.de." (Non-Irrigated Council 
A.D.F.A.). 

Manpower and fertilisers: "That the Com
monwealth Government be approached with a 
view- to supplyil'ig suffi;cient manpower and 
f·ertilisers for the production of an adequate 
supply of .nursery stocks for the maintenance 
of fruit production." (Non-Irrigated .Council 
A.D.F.A.). 

Crude oil for frost combating. purposes: 
"That the matter. of the cost of crude oil for 
frost ·combating purposes be <liscussed.''' (Non· 
Irrigated Council A.D.F.A.). 

Steele for dip tins: "That the A.D.F.A. be. 
asked to approach the Department of Supply 
for an increase on the 50 per cent. alloCation 
for steel for the manufacture of dip tins for the 
coming ·season." (A.D.F.A. Riv,e·r Council, 
S.A.). 

Murray Development League: "That this 
State Conference of the A.D.F.A. considers that 
the powers of the existing River Murray 
Waters Commission should be extended so as 
to be able to deal with the problems of re
afforestation and protection of the watershed 
and siltation of storages." (A.D.F.A. River 
Council, S.A.). 

Tobta.cco supplies for harvest hands: '"Trhat 
the question of tobacco suppUes for harvest 
hands be placed o.n the agenda for Federal Con· 
ference." '(A.D.F.A. River Council, S.A.). 

Priority of indUstry: "That the Board of 
Management press for claim of the industry for 
higher priority for 'labor." (A.D.F.A. River 
Council, S.A.). 

Wire: "That supplie.s of wire known as 
Florists be made available bef-ore next 
'autumn." (Non-Irrigated Council A.D.F.A.). 

PRODUCTION AND PROCESSING 

Quality and packing of dried fruits: "That 
consideration be given to the improvement in 
the qua.lity and packing of dried fruits." (Mer
bein Drie<l Fruits Growers' Union). ~ 

MARKETING 
Currants: "That the Commonwealth Govern

ment be asked to subsidise the production of 
currants in the No!ll-Irrigated Area·s, so as to 
ensure a return of at least £40 per ton (sweat 
box) to grower1s.''' (Non-Irrigated Council 
A.D.F.A.). · ' I~ 

Price of lexias: "That in an e-ffort to obtai.n 
higher prices compatible with existing prices 
for fresh grapes, the Board of Management be 
asked to guide development of ,export trade in 
lexias to the seeded variety." (A.D.F.A. River 
Council, S.A.). 

checked, wiil in -a comparatively short time 
result in serious siltation in the Hume Reser
voir" and uTh~ main factor depreciating a 
re.servoir is Siltation, and siLtation in a reservoir 
is the inevi'tahle result of erosion in its catch-
ment." ' 

In view of the additional demands being 
made in recent years on the waters of the 
Murray; in view of the proposals now being 
made for the creation of .additional irrigation 
se:ttlements drawing water from the river. and 
in order to safeguard the -already large and im
portant irrigation settlements devoted to dried 
fruit a'nd citrus culture, the time i-s opportune 
for the leaders in the dried fruits industry -to 
continue with representations with a view to 
adequately safeguarding future water supplies 
by giving to the Murray River Water Commis
sion, or some other suitable body, control over 
the catchment areas of the Hume, in order 
that siltation may be minimised. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL AND BOARD 
OF MANAGEM;ENT MEETING 

The Board of Management has fixed 
the <lat-e of the 1944· Federal Council for 
Tuesday, October 31, a.t the Board Room 
of the Commercial Travellers' Associa· 
tion, Melbourne. 

The Board of Management meeting 
will be held on Saturda.y the 28tlh Octo
ber. 

BARMERA A.D.F.A. 
ANNUAL MEETING 

Separate Labor Committee 
B.eing Formed 

The annual meeting of the Barme,ra Br'ancih 
of the A.D.F.A. was held on September- 18. 

The Chairman gave a report of the year's 
work dealing with harvest labor, general meet
ing and irrigation matters. The financial 
st'a.temen t, was also read. It was resolved to 
oppose the r-eintroduction of the phylloxera 
tax. 

For the Agricultural Bureau congress in Ade
l.aide Mr. C. W. Till (secretary) was appointed 
Barmera delegate. It was: Mr. Till's intention 
to state at the congress: "This branch asks for 
tnl·e early electrification of the Berri and Bar .. 
mera pumping stations.''' 

It was resolved to circularise, all growers re
garding, the accommodation they have for pic
kers. It is understood that next year so:ri:te 
of the labor will be through the .National Ser
vic·e Office and must be fully boa.rded. Plans 
were on view at the local packing houses. 

The members of the executive are: Chair· 
man, Mr. J. Van Velsen, and Messrs. L. Bros· 
ter, Gaskell, H. L. Porter and E. D. Sims, with 
Mr. T. C. Till as secretary. This committee 
will also ac-t as the Agricultural Bureau execu
tive. 

HARVEST LABOR MATTERS 

Mr. J. K. Middleton has been appointed labor 
officer and growers srhould keep in contact with 
11 im. It has been decided to form a separate 
committee (subject to the growers' approval) 
to deal with harvest labor. This committee 
is to · consist ·Of the chairman of the A.D.F .A. 
branch, representatives of the local packing 
interests, local members of the Arbitration 
.Committee, one other grower and the labor 
officer as secretary. 

PERSONAL 
Behind an official minute form the last meet

ing of the Board of Management, to the effect 
that the bank. be notified that the· signature of 
Mr. W. N. Sumuer, the Secretary of the 
A.D.F.A. be added to the list of those approved 
to sign cheques f-or the Association is the story 
Qf his recovery to normal health following his 
recent illness. Those growers'· representatives 
who are on the Council of the Association will 
endorse the expression of good wishes that are 
offered for his continued good health and many 
more years of good service to the industry. 

MR. G. J. HYNOiMAN 

At the July meeting of the committee of the 
Merbein Dried Fruits Growers' Union the 
resignation of Mr. George J. Hyndman, secre
tary, was received with regret and a minut~ 
of 'appreciation of his services was ordered to 
be inserted in the records. 

The pre-sident (Mr. A. Rawlings) said that 
members were exceedingly sorry that Mr. 
Hyndman, in consequence of having disposed 
of his horticultural holding and rhis impendiri.g 
departure-,from the district, w.as tendering his 
resignation. ~-'\:s a pioneer settler of the Mer
bein Irrigation Area, Mr. Hyndman had render
ed outstanding service to the industry in gene· 
ral. and Merbein g,rowers in particular; 

As secret'ary of the Wine Grape Growers• 
Association (formerly the Merbein Doradillo 
Association) and as a member of the Growers' 
Concilliation and Labor League, a:s well as a 
Lepresentative of the Merbein Growers' Union 
on the District Council and the Federal Ooun
cil of the A.D.F.A. Mr. Hyndman had r~ndered 
outst'an.ding S'ervice. 

Mr. Hyndman, the president concluded, ~ad 
been an active supporter of evety worthwhile 
district movement that had aimed at bettering 
the lot of the dried fruits grower. 

Every other member -of the committee en
dorsed the remarks of the chairm'B.n and joined 
him in extending best wishes for the future. 
Mr. Hyndman tSuitably responded. 
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Commonwealth Dried Fruits 

Twentieth Annual Report Presented 
The twentieth annual report of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 

.Board was presented by the Chairman, Mr. R. H. Gilbert, on 20th September, 
I 944. Mr. Gilbert in his report gave a comprehensive survey of the activities 
of the Board since its inception and in accordance with previous procedure full 
statistical information was presented in a form that facilitated easy and con· 
venient reference. ' 

PERSONNEL OF THE BOARD 

The pers-onnel of the Board is as follows:
Members nominated by the Government of 

the Commonwea1th: Mr. R. H. Gilbert (Chair
man), Mr. J. B. Murdoch, Mr. E. J. Mulvany, 
I.S.O. 

Members elected by the Producers of Dried 
Fruits: Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., South Austra
lia; Mr. P. Malloch, Victoria; Mr. E. J. Casey, 
Victoria; Mr. H. V. Foster, Western Australia. 

DEATH OF MR. L. McLEOD 

The Board records with very deep regret the 
sudden death on the 30th May, 1944, of Mr. L. 
McLeod, who had represented the· growers of 
New South Wales on the Board since 27_!l1. 
January, 1931. His wide knowledge of pri
mary production, particularly dried fruits, and 
his sound business judgment were of gr,eat 
assistance to the Board. 

LONDON AGENCY 

The Agency of the Board in London com
prises: Mr. F. L. McDougall, C.M.G., Chairmin; 
Mr. A. E .. Gough, O.B.E, Member; Mr J. J. S. 
Scouler, Executive Member and Secretary. 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 

The officers of the Board at Melbourne and 
London are as follows:-

Melbourne: Secretary, Mr. R. A. Marx; 
Economic Adviser, Mr. E. J. Mulvany, I.S.O. 

London: Secretary, Mr. J. J. S. Scouler; 
Chief Technical Officer, Mr. W. :P. Caro. 

PRODUICTION 

Since the establishment of the Board in 1925 
the production of currants, sultanas and Ie:tia;3 
in the Commonwealth ha:s been as follows:

Curr-ants Sultanas Lexia·s Total 
Tons TOns Tons Tons 
(2,240 (2,240 (2,240 (2,240 

Season lbs.) lbs.) lbs.) lbs.) 
1925 11,693 20,418 5,106 37,217 
1926 12,636 19,385 3,011 35,032 
1927 11,437 38,459 5,305 55,201 
1928 7,174 19,459 5,217 31,850 
1929 18,966 46,077 6,660 71,723 
1930 18,903 47,457 5,834 72,194 
1931 17,480 26,395 6,674 50,549 
1932 17,268 36,706 4,527 .58,501 
1933 16,469 53,816 7,547 77,832 
1934 17,696 44,459 7,236 69,591 
1935 21,018 40,221 5,665 66,904 
1936 12,336 43,580 7,026 62,942 
1937 18,188 46,242 6,789 71,219 
1938 20,734 62,625 8,328 91,687 
1939 24,107 41,383 7,436 72,926 
1940 24,798 62,035 8,739 95,572 
1941 16,923 52,031 10,779 79,733 
1942 21,184 62,437 8,941 92,562 
2943 21,216 59,501 10,161 90,878 
1944 (est.) 25,250 67,500 10,350 103,100 

The production in the 944 season of 103,100 
tons of currants, sultana's and lexias is a record 
for the 'Commonwealth as it exceeds by 7,528 

tons the h:ighest previous crop harvested in 
1940. It is also 10,700 tons over the average 
annual production during the past five years. 

The main reasons for this very mark,ed in· 
crease are the !high sugar content in the fruit 
due· to the favorable climatic conditions ex~ 
perienCed during the growing period, and th·e 
divers'ioi:t of a quantity of wine grapes to the 
dried varieties. Another cause of the increase 
is the comprehensive drainage scheme to off
set seepage carried out some years ago in Vic· 
toria and South Australia. 

In arranging for the labor to harvest and 
process this record crop, the Manpo'Wer 
Authorities rendered valuable· assistance. to the 
industry. 

Tihe Board appreciates the successful efforts 
made by producers, packing org'anisations an-d 
workers generally during the 1944 season to 
maintain high quality fruit notwithstanding the 
war-time difficulties which had to be overcome. 

It is emphasised that much attention must 
be devoted by the industry to the production of 
fruit of the highest quality in order to meet 
competition in all markets in the post-war 
period. 

ALLOCATION OF AUSTRALIAN CROP 

T'he Commonwealth Government with the 
concurrence of the Combined Food Board at 
Washington, U.S.A., allocated 34,85"0 tons for 
service and civilian requirements in Australia, 
and 68,250 tons for export mainly to the United 
Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand. 

The quantity of the 1944 production r,eserved 
for Australia exceeds that of any previous year. 

EXPORTS AND AUSTRALIAN 
CONSUMPTION 

After deducting Australian requirements, the 
quantities exported from the Commonwealth 
since the year 1925 are as follows:

Season 
1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 (Est.) 

Currants Sultanas Lexias 
Tons Tons Tons 
(2,240 (2,240 (2,240 
lbs.) lbs.) Jbs.) 
7,120 14,147 3,261 
9,080 13,258 787 
7,551 30,910 2,733 
3,689 13,120 2,378 

14,998 39,229 3,561 
15,328 38,384 3,020 
13,787 20,154 4,025 
12,725 29,047 1,493 
13,243 47,564 4,920 
13,682 36,122 3,918 
16,453 31,811 1,576 

7,535 35,805 3,513 
13,352 37,344 3,'327 
16,805 54,229 4,223 
20,275 32',298 3,381 
20,521 52,589 4,217 
12,750 43,323 6,155 
14,690 49,356 4,095 
15,559 44,021 5,591 
17,300 45,200 5,750 

Total 
Tons 
(2,240 
Ibs.) 
24,528 
23,125 
41,194 
19,167 
67,788 
56,732 
37,966 
43,265 
65,727 
53,722 
49,840 
46,853 
54,023 
75,257 
55,954 
77,3.27 
62,228 
68,141 
65,171 
68,250 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST C'OMING HARVEST 

!) 

Control Board 
The quantities retained in Australia since 

the year 1925 are as follo,ws:-
Currants Sulta·nas LeiXias Total 

Season Tons Tons Tons Tons 
1925 4,573 6,271 1,843 12,689 
1926 3,556 6,127 2,224 11,907 
1927 3,886 7,549 2,572 14,007 
1928 3,485 6,339 2,839 12,663 
1929 3,988 6,848 3,099 13,935 
1930 3,575 9,073 2,814 15,463 
1931 3,693 6,241 2,649 12,583 
1932 4,543 7,659 3,034 15,236 
1933 3,226 6,252 2,62.7 12,105 
1934 4,214 8,337 3,318 15,869 
1935 4,565 8,410 4,089 17,064 
1936 4,801 7,775 3,513 16,089 
1937 4,836 8,898 3,462 17,196 
1938 3,929 81,396 4,105 16,430 
1939 3,832 9,085 4,055 16,972 
1940 4,277 9,446 4,522 18,245 
1941 4,173 8,708 4,624 17,505 
1942 6,494 13,081 4,846 24,421 
1943 5,657 15,480 4,570 25,707 
1944 (Est.) 7,950 22,300 4,600 34,850 

UNITED KINGDOM 

The whole of the available surplus of the 
1944 season of curmnts, sultanas and lexias 
was again purchased by tlhe Governme,nt of the 
United Kingdom at the following prices f.o.b. 
in E.nglish currency:-

per ton 
Currants, from 1-crown upwards .. £33 5 0 
Sultanas, from 1-crown upwards . . £44 0 0 
Le:rlas, 4~ and 5-crown only ...... £43 10 0 

These prices, which were recommended by 
the Board to assist .growers in meeting the in 
crease in prodUction costs, are £3 per ton 
more than. those received last year. 

The Board greatly appreciates the action of 
the British Ministry of Food in purchasing the 
surplus of the 1944 crop and in arranging for 
its shipment within five months o.f harvesting. 

Payment by the Ministry of 95 per cent. ot 
the f.o.b. value of the fruit at the time· of ship
ment and the balance of 5 per cent. not later 
than 28 days afte·r the arrival of the fruit is 
also gratefully acknowldeged. <~ 

The Board also wishes to express its thanks 
to Sir Thomas Gordon, Australian Representa
tive of the British Ministry of War Ttransport, 
the Srhipping Authorities and Packing Organi· 
sations in Australia, and the Victorian and 
South Australian Railways for their co-opera-· 
tion in expediting the shipment of the fruit. 

The exports of Australian dried fruits· to the 
United Kingdom since the year 1925 are aS 
follows:-

Currants Sultanas Le:x:ias Total 
Season Tons Tons Tons Tons 
1925 6,280 12,980 3,210 22,470 
1926 8,097 11,442 645 20,184 
1927 4,756 28,150 2,046 34,952 
1928 586 11,100 2,202. l'3,888 
1929 12,439 34,798 2,918 50,156 
1930 13,066 30,612 2,601 46,279 
1931 10,472 11,680 3,328 25,480 
1932 9,423 14,303 730 24,456 
1933 10,870 39,763 4,509 55,142 
1934 10,184 22,069 2,596 34,849 
1935 13,179 16,824 336 30,339 
1936 4,375 19,200 2,309 25,884 
1937 10,175 19,775 1,524 31,474 
1938 13,955 4'0,558 2,576 57,089 
1939 17,227 17,259 1,767 36,253 
1940 16,579 31,500 1,700 . 49,779 
1941 8,299 21,435 3,542 33,276 
1942 11,240 30,622 2,147 44,009 
1943 12,474 26,462 3,874 42,81Q 
1944 (Est.) 13,600 27,770 3,200 44,570 

CANADA 

The undermentioned table which is compiled 
on the basis of 2,240 Jbs .. to the ton, sets out 
the export of .A,ustralian dried fruits to Canada 
during the yeah 1926 to 1944:-

Currants Sultanas Lexia:s Total 
Season Tons Ton:s Tons Tons 
1926 406 261 109 776 
1927 1,862 879 657 3,398 
1928 2,199 708 149 8,056 
1929 1,537 2,525 598 4,660 
1930 1,560 5,529 346 7,435 
1931 2,155 6,192 602 8,949 
1932 2,216 11,680 687 14,583 
1933 1,468 ' 6,268 343 8,079 
1934 2,226 11,406 896 14,628 
1936 2,186 11,846 688 14,720 
1936 2,107 13,329 694 16,130 
1937 2,234 13,631 1,268 17,133 
1938 2,094 10,397 1,061 13,552 
1939 2,198 11,224 987 14,409 
1940 2,520 16,253 1,331 20,104 
1941 2,646 16,033 1,559 20,238 
1942 2,276 14,379 870 17,525 
1943 2,203 12,856 771 15,830 
1944 (Est.) 2,5'00 12,572 928 16,000 

The prices paid by the Canadian Commodt~ 



10 

ties Prices Stabilisation Corporation Limited 
acting on behalf of the Canadian Government 
:for the Australian dried vine fruits of the 1944 
season exported to Canada are higher than 
thooe obtained in 1943. 

NEW ZEALAND 
The ·shipments of Australian dried fruits to 

New Zealand for the years 1925 to 1944 are 
shown in the: following table:-

Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
Season Tons Tons Tons Tons 
1925 351 1,113 23 1,487 
1~26 310 1,427 11 1,748 
1927 483 1,764 10 2,257 
1928 465 1,185 4 1,654 
1929 522 1,495. 10 2,027 
1930 447 1,672 45 2,164 
1931 657 1,635 51 2,343 
1932 597 2,698 48 3,343 
1933 461 1,245 36 1,742 
1934 693 2,271 403 3,367 
1935 561 2,705 524 3,790 
1936 621 2,887 486 3,994 
1937 625 3,495 513 4,533 
1938 359 2,889 565 3,813 
1939 455 3,328 610 4,393 
1940 656 4,020 1,155 5,831 
1941 806 4,487 933 6,226 
1942 634 3,962 976 5,572 
194& 693 4,425 832 5,770 
1944 (Est.) 750 5,000 1,250 7,000 

The. whole of the requJrements of New Zea· 
land for currants, sultanas and lexias has been 
again purchased from Australia at prices also 
above those of the 1943 ·season. 

In order to reduce to a minimum the labor 
involved in the marking of boxes and to facill· 
tate sorting. at the various ports in New Zea
land the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board arranged for .the shipment of the 1944 
season's fruit in bulk qnantities equivalent to 
the requirements of the various buyers. 

Overseas Markets For 
Australian Currants 

SULTANAS AND LEXIAS 

The" forecast made by the Commonwealth 
Dried Fi-uits Control Boar:d in previous annual 
reports that the production of currants, sul
tanas and lexias in Australia would, under ra:v
orable seasonal conditions, exceed 100,000 tons 
has been realised. The actual quantity avail· 
3ble for sale from the 1944 harvest will exceed 
103,000 tons. 

The wartime demand of Australia, United 
Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand enabled 
the whole of this output to be disPosed of. 
Had pre-war conUitions existed it would have 
been necessary after meeting Australian re
quirements to market in the United Kingdom, 
Canada and New Zealand, under shelter of the 
Tariff Preferences existing in each country a 
record surplus of about 86,000 tons. 

From this surplus. about 20,000 ton'S would 
have met almost the· full demands of Canada 
and New Zealand. After reserving about 1,000 
tons for other markets it would have been nee· 
'es.sary to sell in the United Kingdom 65,000 
tons, a quantity much in exc·ess of the supply 
from the Commonwealth during any previous 
year. 

Because of its earlier harvesting season Aus
tralia can find an outlet In the United Kingdom 
for about 15,000 tons of currants which are ad
mitted free of duty as against about 40,000 tons 
from G.r-eece on which a duty of £2 per ton is 
charged. 

The wOrld production of currants is practic
ally confined to Greece and Australia. In the 
pre-war year of 1938 the 20,700 tons Of currants 
produced in Australia were all -disposed of, but 
of the Greek production of over 100,000 tons it 
was neces·sary, because of the limited world 
demand, to turn 42,000 tons into alcohol. 

The world production of raisins (sultana.!S 
and lexi'as) in 1938 was aboUt 518,000 tons com-
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pnsmg 71,000 tons from Australia and 10,000 
tons from South Africa and 437,000 tons from 
U.S.A., Turkey, Greece, Persia and Spain. The 
surplus from Australia and South Africa was 
·au sold in the protected Empire markets and 
tliat from the non-British sources to the .coun
tries on the mainland of Europe. The East, 
South America, and the United Kingdom. Be
cause of its higher production costs Australia 
has not been able to compete in European, 
South American and Eastern markets with the 
U.S.A., Greece, Turkey, Persia and Spain. For 
the surplus of the Commonwealth production 
of currants, sultan'as and Lexias the o.nly pay
able ·outlets are in the three British countries 
(United Kingdom, Canada and New ze.aJand) 
where duties are imposed on foreign fruit. 

The following table shows the quantity of 
currants, sultanas and lexias produced in and 
exported from the Commonwetalth during the 
past twenty years:-

Season Production 
1925 37,217 
1926 35,032 
1927 55,201 
1928 31,850 
1929 71,723 
1930 72,~94 
1931 50,549 
1932 58,501 
1~33 77,832 
1934 69,591 
1935 66,904 
1936 62,942 
1937 71,219 
1938 91,687 
1939 72,926 
1~40 95,572 
1941 79,733 
1942 92,562 
1943 90,878 
1944 (Est) 103,100 

Exports 
24,528 
23,126 
41,194 
19,187 
,57,788 
56,732 
37,966 
43,265 
65,727 
53,722 
49,840 
46,853 
54,023 
75,257 
55,954 
77,327 
62,228 
68,141 
65,171 
68,250 

POST-WAR POSITION 

Percentage 
Exported 

65.91 
66.01 
74.63 
60.21 
80.57 
78.58 
75.11 
73,96 
84.45 
77,20 
74,49 
74.44 
75.85 
82.08 
76,73 
80.91 
78.05 
73.62 
71.71 
66.20 

The present stability of the Ausutralian dried 
vine fruits industry is due to-

(a) The tariff preferences granted to Aus
tralian dried fruits in the United Kingdom, 
Canada and N·ew Zealand; 

(b) The exchange premium of 25 per cent. 
on. fruit exported to the United Kingdom 
and Canada; 

(c) Trhe Australian tariff on fruits from 
other countries, and 

(d) The maintenance of an Australian 
price. 

Unless, after the war, these aids are con· 
tinued or substitutes found, it will not be pos
sible to maintain present living ·standards for 
those .dependent on the returns from the Aus
tralian ·and the oversea markets and will make 
further expansion of the industry impossible. 

The Board again strongly recomme:hds that 
further planting of vines oil new areas be pre
vented until it has been possible to :secure 
overseas markets where additional quantities 
of Australian dried vine fruit can be sold at 
payable prices for the producer. 

Had the industry been faced during a pre
war year wit:h the sale of the present year':s 
crop of over 103, 000 tons, it would have been 
exceedingly difficult, aft-er providing for all 
Australian requirements, to disPose of the -sur
plus in overseas markets~ · 

The continU'a.nce for--as long a. period a-s pos
sible after the war of the pr·esent system of 
bulk sale of the whole of the available supplies 
to the British Ministry of Food is strongly re
commended by the Board. It is of definite 
advantage to th-e industry. 

The Boar-d is making an investigation into 
the possibility of increasing th~: sale of Austra
lian dried fruit in overse·a countries, 'and of the 
adoption of a system of International Co--opera
tion in the production and distribution of dried 
fruit when the war ceases. 

In this connectiori. the following views have 

been expressed by the Commonwealth Rural 
Reconstruction Commission in paragraphs 68, 
69 and 72 of the first report of the Commis_
sion: 

"68 Agricultural Implications of the New In
ternational Outlook: The primary need for any· 
expansion in farming is to find a market for 
the increased production. The spirit of the 
Atlantic 'Charter rhas brought a new hope into 
the agriculture of exporting countries. The 
Commission believes that much can be done if 
this hope is brought to fruition. It would, 
however, be foolish to imagine that the task 
of converting many of the European or Orien
tal .countries to the new outlook towards the 
nutrition an-d welfare of their people is going 
to be an easy one. Even if such conversion is 
aC'l1ieved the necessary economic readjust
ments will be difficult to make. Further, it 
\VOuld be unwise to underestimate the resis
tances of many vested interests which may 
well have much to lose if their profit margins 
are reduced by more economic metho-ds of dis
tribution. Lord Woolton commented on the 
breadth of these margins in the case of Britain 
shortly before he left the Ministry of Food. 
The problem· of increasing food supplies to· 
overseas countries 'a~so has a reverse aspect, 
namely, t:hat of price. It is idle to hope that 
this increased consumption is going to mean 
that the supplies will be paid for at prices 
which :suit every farm, efficient or otherwise. 
T.he need for improving farm efficiency so tha.t 
costs may be lowered was clearly seen by the 
United Nations Conf·erence at Hot Springs, and 
several of its recommendations had a direct 
bearing, on the matter. It is noteworthy that 
this Conference dealt with agricultural raw 
materials for clothing, e.g., cotton, wool, in ad· 
dition to food products. 

' "69 Pro-spects for AgriCulture if New Policy 
not Adopted: In the event of the efforts of the 
United Nations permanently to reinstate ana 
increase world tra.de in agricultural products 
proving to be -abortiv-e, we must assume a rela
tively short post-war perio-d in which the stocks 
of food in overseas countries are once m-ore 
bu'ilt up; subsequently, the risk of starvation 
having been ·averted, international trade in 
foodstuffs will return to its pre-war state ot 
possibly to rather lower levels. Under such 
circumstances, the only expansion of agricul 
tural production justifiable, in Australia would. 
be very limited in extent and confined to-

''(a) -The req.uirements of any increase in 
Australian population; 

"(b) The neces·sity of b1·inging the diet o~ 
the Australian people up to a satisfactory nutri 
tional level 

"72. Summarising the position as regards 
markets it may be said that any considerable 
expansio,n of Australian farming is dependent 
upon the international acceptance of the spirit 
of the Atlantic Charter in the terms of the 
resolutions of the Hot Springs Conference-. 
and that those resolutions only mean wider 
markets if the maximum•of efficiency is used in 
Australian farming so that -costs can he kept 
-down an-d products made available to the world 
at prices' which are reasonably low. The Com 
mission regards this as the basic consideration 
in its inquiries in each industry. It would em
]_}'hasi"se that, even if all attempts at increasing 
\\"Orld trade were to faU, the same line of in
quiry would be valid. If our farming is to be 
re-invigorated by improved social services and 
the p.rovisio,n of a wider and better scale of 
amenities on farms, considerable ·cost to the 
geueral taxpayer will accrue. In return tha 
Australian natio11, has every reason to expect 
that its foodstuffs will be provided efficiently 
and' at as low a cost as in commensurate with 
a reasonable standar-d of living for the pro
ducers." 

RESEARCH WORK 
The Council for Scientific and Industrial Re

search, through its Research Station at Mer-
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·!bein, is continuing, its dried fruit investigations 
on behalf of the Board. 

The co-operation of the Resea.rc:h Station 
with the producers, packing hous·es and Go
vernment Departments has been of the great
est assistance in overcoming shortages in sup
p-lies and services which under normal condi
tions would be readily available. 

At the request of the Boa1·d a special inves
tigation is being carried out in regard to the 
Light Brown Apple Moth which this season 
c;aused loss to producers in the Mildura and 
Red Cliffs areas. The Council arranged for 
an Expert of the Division of Entomology at 
Canberra to visit the areas and make a survey 
·of the problem with a view to devising more 
efficient methods of control. 

Investigations at the Merbein Station also 
jnclude the application of fertilisers in the fer
tiliser plots, maturation and vine development 
Tecords and special investigations in process
ing and mould controL 

FINANCE 

The rates of levy imposed under the Dried 
Fruits Export Ch'arg.es Act 1924-1929 on dried 
fruits expcrted during the 1944 season were as 
:follows:-

Currants 
Sultanas 

Hd per cwt. or 2/6 per ton 
2d per cwt. or 3/4 per ton 

Lexias 2·d per cwt. or 3/4 per ton 
Th-e income of the Board for the year ended 

30th June, 1944, amounted to £31,041/14/7, 
made up as follows:~ 

Export Levies 
Interest, Australia and London 
Sundry collections, including the 

amounts paid to the Board for 
the treatment of dried fruits in 
the United Kingdom under the 
supervision of Mr. W. P. Caro, 
and exchange on remittances 

£ s. d. 
11,787 15 
1,821 16 

3 
9 

from London . . . . . . . . . . . . 17,432 2 7 
The expenditure of the Board for the year 

was £12,633/10/7, the principal items being:
,£ s, d, 

A-dministrative expenses in Aus-
tralia . . . . . . . . 3,674 4 2 

Administrative expenses in Great· 
Britain . . . . 5,063 1 5 

Contributions to the Common
wealth Government in respect 
to the operations of the Aus
tralian Trade Commissioner in 
Canada nnd moneys expended 
in the development of the 
Canadian and other markets . 3,227 8 8 

Contribution to the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Re
search for investigations in 
Australia on behalf of the 
Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 656 7 3 
The Board has earmarked considerable por-

tion of its accu·mulated funds for the purpose 
of promoting the sale of Australian dried fruits 

in oversea markets by publicity and such other 
methods as a:re considered desirable. 

APPRECIATION 

The Board again desires to express its grati
tude for the help which it has received from 
the Minister, Secret•ary and officers of the De
partment of Commerce and Agriculture, anrt 
also. from the Comptroller-General arm officers 

· of the Department of Trade and Customs. 
Mention .must be maae oi the valuable ser

vices to the dried fruits industry of Mr. F. L. 

McDougall, C.M.G., Chairman of the London 
Agency, .during the past twelve months. 

The Board is also appreciative of the ser
vices rendered by Mr. R. R. Ellen, Acting Aus
tralian Trade Commissioner in Canada, and 
Mr. J. L. Menzies, Commercial Secretary to the 
Australian High Commissioner in NeW Zea
land. 

The thanks of the Board are extended to the 
Economic Adviser, Mr. E. J. Mulvany, the Sec
retary, Mr. I}. A. .Marx, and :staff for their effi
cient service. during a very difficult period. 

DRIED FRUIT!! CONTROL BOARD 

Dried Fruits Export Control Act 19·24-1938 

l11come and Expenditure Account for Twelve .Monttts Ended· 30th June, 1944, 

To Board Members 
Australia-Fees . . . . . . . . . . 

Travelling Expenses . . . . . 
London-Fees . . . . . . . . . . 
Staff Salaries and Allowances 

Australia . . . . . . 
London ............. . 

Rent-
Australia . . . .< • • • • • • • • • 
London ........... . 

Cablegrams, Telegrams and 
Post'age--

Austral'ia ..... . 
London ..... . 

Gene·ral Expense-s, including 
Printing~ Stationery, Office 
Requisites, Pay Ro.U Tax, 
Telephone, Lighting, Heat
ing, Travelling Expense-s and 
Sundries-

Australia 
Lond-on 

Depreciation - Office 
niture--

Australia 
London 

Fur-

Contributions
Devel,opment-of Canadian 'and 

other Markets . . . . . . 
Dried Fruit Investigations 

in Australia 
Balance 

£ s. d. 

333 18 0 
477 15 9 
838 2 4 

2,184 4 5 
3,566 11 8 

161 15 0 
438 9 6 

144 14 6 
90 9 1 

371 16 6 
129 811 

5 0 0 
7 9 0 

3,227 8 8 

656 7 3 
18,408 4 0 

£31,041 14 7 -,-·--·-----

By Export Levies .... 
Interest-Australia .. 

London ....... . 
Sundry Collections-

London ........ . 
Exchange on Remittance from 

London ............. . 

··---

£ 8, d. 
11,787 15 s 
1,818 19 3 

2 17 6 

13,182 Z. 7 

4,250 0 6 

£31,04114 7 
---···-·-··--·-----

{ :-:rote.-London items 'are shown in sterling.) 
(Sgd.) R. H. GILBERT, Chairman. 

(Sgd.) R. A. MARX, Secretary. 

Balance Sheet 30th JuneT 1944 

LIABILITIES 

Accumulated Fun dB .. 
£ s, d, 

91.926 9 11 

£91,926 9 11 

Cash at Bank
Melbourne .. 
London ..... . 

Cash on Hand
Melbourne 
Lond-on 

ASSETS 

Fixed Deposits
Commonwealth Bank, Melb. 
Commonwealth Government 

Ins.cribed Stock . . . . . . . . 
Interest Accrued ..... . 

Deposits-London (T'phone) 
Sundry Debtors-

lVI·elbourne . . . . 
London .... 

Postage Stamps on Hand-
Melbourne ......... . 

Office Furniture and Equipment
Melbourne (less depreciation) 
London (less depreciation) 

£ •. d, 

1,457 9 5 
10,804 2 7 

2 0 0 
27 13 6 

10,000 0 0 

65,000 0 0 
527 12 8 

2 0 0 

387 12 4 
3,600 16 8 

4 2 9 

47 0 0 
66 0 0 

£91,926 9 11 

(Note--London items are shown in sterling.) 

Examined and found to be in accordance 
with the books and documents produced. 
(Sgd,) R, ABERCROMBIE, 
Auditor~General for the Commonwealth. 
28/9/44. 

(Sgd.) R. H, GILBERT, Chairman, 
( Sgd.- R. A. MARX, Secretary. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

A meeting of the South Australian Dried 
Fruits Board was held on the 8th September, 
1944 last when, in addition to the customary 

' routine business, several interesting matters 
were considered. 

PRIMARY PRODUC"J:S DISPLAY 

The Secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) reported 
that in connection with the forthcoming visit to 
Adelaide of the United Kingdom Food Mission. 
a display of the State's primary products was 
being arranged by certain producers' organisa
tions. The exhibition would be staged at the 
Brookman Hall, School of Mines on the 19th 
September, 1944. Arising out of an informal 
conference with trade representatives it was 
agreed that the Board co-operate in making 
aw.ilable a dried fruits display. The secre
tary's actio-n was approved. 

The matter of the States Boards' proportion 
of the costs of inspection was .. discussed at con· 
siderable length and it was agreed to approve 
of the case prepared on behalf of the State 
Boards by the Chairman of the Consultative 
Committee (Mr. Parker J. Moloney) for sub· 
mission to the Minister of Commerce and A.gri· 
culture (Han. W. J. Scully). 

RELEASES FOR CIVILIAN CONSUMPTION 

Correspondence passing between the Board, 
the Consultative·. Committee and. the F'ood Con. 
trol Department in regar.d to the releasing for 
civilian consumption lower grad,es of dried tree 
fruits was received and it was noted that the 
Bo'ard had recommended that the release tor 
the civilian trade of certain types of dried 
:pears was not desirable. 

YARRAWONGA CONFERENCE 

In regard to the use of Murray waters which 
had been the subject of a conference held re
cently at Yarrawonga (Vic.), the secretary was 
directed to make inquiries concerning the func
tions of any authoriti-es which ha·d been set up 
during recent years to control further plant
ings of areas for the production of dried vine 
fruits. 

Reports of the Board's Investigation Officer 
(Inspector Noblet}, on his visits to country 
areas were considered, the present pack posi· 
tion was examined and other financial and roll· 
tine business was dealt with. 

HHP 'HI 
BlOW TOKIO 
SK'If-HIGH! 

oA'~' L , 
....-
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JUDGE FAVORS 
GROWERS 

Judg.e O'Mara has given a judgment in 
the matter of the summons served on 
growers by the Australian Workers' 
Union seeking general increases in au 
rates of pay. Before this summons 
could be heard the union had to prove 
that the rates were anomalous on the 
date on which they were pegged. The 
union's case was heard recently, and 
Judg,e O'Mara has found that it had not 
been shown that the rates prescribed by 

the current award are anomalous. 

RECONDITION OF VINES 
By A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc. 

In many of the old vineyards in the Mil
dura district, attention to the vines, the soil 
and to drainage has brought yields up to the 
level of the· younger settlements. But we 
know of no cases of recovered yields unle-ss 
the vines have been replaced in whole or part 
by new growth. 

The vine is different from most fruit trees, 
cuts on which can be healed over by new 
growth. A vine cut never heals, and so as 
the years go by the proPortion ·of dead wood 
increases permanently. Some of our very old 
vines have gone through some exceedingly 
tough times, including :periods of neglect and 

, heat waves with insufficient irrigation. In 
many the quantity of dead wood, including half 
dead trunks, has increased to the extent that 
growth i's seriously interrupted. We have 
authentic cases where replacement by new 
wood has doubled the yield; and a leo mak.es 
the yield more ~egular_ 

Reconstitution is a gradual business, and 
there is no need to get rid of the old vines 
until the new framework is already developed. 
Old currants are easy to replace, RS they 
sucker freely, and it is often possible to get 
a suitable sucl;:er at ground level without any 
previous preparation. If suckers are unavail· 
able, one good cut into the butt at ground 
level with an axe will usually bring suckers 
in the. following year. This applies to sul
tanas as well as currants, though the former 
su,cker ·less_ readily. Suckers at ground level 
are preferred as they grow new roots as well 
as new 'Shoots. The training of the sucker is 
similar to that of a young Vine, and the old 
vine can be left for bearing while the sucker 
develops. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
FigureB sUpplied by Agents as at the ·30th 

September, disclose the following position:-
VINE FRUITS 

1944 1943 1942 
Tons Tons Tons 

Cun-ants .. .. 5,528 3,695 4,787 
Sultanas .. I5,797 10,299 11,042 
Lexias .... 2,244 1,806 3,509 -- -- --

23,569 15,800 19,338 
TREE FRUITS 

Ap-ricots .. 1,294 638 1,075 
Peaches .. 383 304 270· 
Nectarines . . _ 11 12 9 
Pears ....... 223 202 213 
Prunes ..... 1,200 1,263 1,746 -- -- --

3,111 ll,419 3,313 

OBITUARY 

Mr. R. A. Haynes 
The sudden death of Mr. R. A. Haynes, who 

has be·en the Adelaide representative of the 
A.D.F.A. for many years came· as a sad shock
to his many friends in the dried fruits industry, 
and particularly to members of the Board of 
Management and the Federal Council of the 
Association who have learnt to appreciate his 
wide knowledge of business principles n.nd the 
complex set up of the dried fruits industry. 

The sincere sympathies of Association go to 
those left be:hind, and a grateful expression of 
appreciation is recorded for the great service 
he Jtave. to the industry. 

TRIBUTE BY MR. H. D. HOW.IE, O.B.Ii. 

It is our privilege to print the following tri
bute by the Chairman of the Association, who, 
writes:-

The death of Mr. R. A Haynes makes an
other ga.p in the ranks of those who have play
ed a prominent part iill the development of tihe· 
dried fruit industry. Mr. Haynes- association 
with the A:D.F.A. commenced with his first 
business engagement, when in the employ. of 
Mr. Geor:g,e Crispin, an Association agent, he· 

handled dried fruits for this firm. Pi.s:sing
on to an appointment as editor of the financial 
column: of the Melbourne Argus, Mr. Haynes 
only had dried fruits to deal with in. a general 
manner, but was back again to industry mat· 
ters when he joined the Hoard of Messrs. G. 
Wood, Son & Co., w<ho were then the largest . 
handlers of dried fruits in South Australia. 

As the export side developed the Bruce--Page· 
Ministry seeking a trade ~epresentative for 
Canada with an intimate knowledg,e of dried 
fruits offered the appointment to Mr. Haynes. 
The offer was accepted, and the :first years 
pioneering of this trade were conduct·ed under 
his supervision. 

After two or three. years Mr. Haynes retUrn
ed to Australia, where he opened a business 
in Adelaide, as a mercantile broker, and S.A. 
representative of the Australian- Dried Fruits 
Association. In thi.s position Mr. Haynes 
took a prominent part in the formation of the 
S.A. Prune Growers A'ssociation, for w!hich he 
acted as Secretary until the time -of his death. 

In A.D.F.A. matters Mr. Haynes' services 
we,re: most valuable in the many negotiations 
that resulted in the consolidation of the trad
ing interests within the AssociatiOn. 

Mr. Haynes' capacity for work was immense, 
and his tireless energy in everything he under
took led to his associates app-lying to hiin the 
title "Tig·er." During wartime the activities 
of the "Cheer Up" :society occupied a great deal 
of what should have been his leisure time, and 
as treasurer of this society he helped material~ 
ly in the great work this institution has done 
and is still doing for servicemen. 

The pas:sing, of Mr. Haynes is not only a. lOsS 
to the business side of our industry, but his 
lovable personality will be mis.s,ed by a host of 
friends. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 
MILDURA 

OPERATING AT 
MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS Of DRIED AND FRESH fRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUAU,TY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 
P. MALLOCH, 

·Manager. 
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A.D. F. A. Deputation 

Will Do Best To Assist In 
Accommodation Problems 

A deputation from the A.D.F.A. waited on the Minister for Commerce and 
Agriculture (Han. W. ]. Scully) during his visit to Renmark last month, and 
discussed with him the matter of providin@ accommodation for harvest workers 
and permanent employees in the dried fruits industry. Mr. Scully gave the 
deputation a sympathetic hearing, and stated that he would do his best to assist 
in the matter. 

Introduced by Mr. A. E. Smith, M.H.R., sup
ported 'by Sen'ator Finlay, the deputation com
-prised .Messrs. E. N. Seary and F. E. Hepworth 
(Renmark) and R. Curren (Berri). 

Mr. Seary said that the principle of proper 
accommodation for seasonal Workers was ac
-cepted by fruit growers and he req_U:ested thP 
Minister"s assistance in the establishment of 
eommunity hostels. He suggested :five hostels 
to accommodate 50 or 60 workers each, as a 
start for Renmark, and added that Berri, Bar
mera, Waikerie. King.ston and Moorook would 
also need to be considered. For the Minis
ter'-s information Mr. Seary outlined the labor 
anangements for this year's harvest. 

One method by which the problem could be 
assisted, Mr. Seary said, was to make- available 
some of the huts which were now unoccupied 
at- Loveday. Another matter which might 
warrant consideration was the transfer of 
Allied Works Council camps as they became no 
longer required for their original purpose, or 
unoccupied military huts from other parts of 
the State. 

"If none of these suggestions is possible of 
achievement," concluded Mr. Seary, "then hos
tels must b~ built of new material. Probably 
priority could be given us for the material re
quired but we would ueed building tradesmen 
in or:der to have them erected for use not later 
than· January next. 

"The building M hostelS is going to prove 
expensive ~nd. it is requested· that our growers 
be subsidised on a £1 for £1 basis on the cost 
entailed." 

PACKING HOUSES SHORT OF LABOR 

Mr. Hepworth referred to this ye~s acute 
B·hortage of labor, and sai,d that the packing 
houses were still full of fruit and manpower to 
11andle it was not available. Owing to heaVy 
enlistments and the drift to the city labor in 
the district was at least 50 per cent. Short o! 
requirements, and probably 80 per cent. short 
of harvest needs. 

A solution of the labor problem, he said, was 
obscure, and the future of the industry was in 
j-eopardy u.nless th6 Government could be pre
vailed upon to come to its assistance. Mr. 
Hepworth considered the solution may be 1n 
the Allied Works Council. It was understood 
this council had met the immediate needs Of 

·the Defence authorities and if so, and if they 
wished to retain control of the m-en at present 
in the corps, they might be prevailed upon to 
establish C'amps in these districts. 

Dealing with Renmark it was suggested that 
, a camp of 100 men could be put ·1;o work im· 
mediately on: Erection .of camp accommoda· 
tion for harV'est labor (this wa:s conting,ent on 
materials being available); emp-loyment in the 
packing houses; Irrigation Trust activities, 
channel and road maintenance, and Pruning 

' 'WARATAH'' 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

TH£ well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain maximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essentral services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire produCts and their 

customers may be z.ssured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and ill. the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 
' 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Office: 422 Little Collins Street, Mellioiii'De. 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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To Minister 
and general cultural operations o,n blooks. Mr. 
Hepworth was of the opinion that the 100 men 
could be constantly employed in the district 
for at least the duration of the W'ar. 

HUGE QUANTITY OF LABOR FOR 
SHORT PERIOD 

::Wr. Curren said that this industry required 
a large quantity of labor for a shorter period 
than any other primary industry. He consid
ered hostels would be required in three locali
ties with one central camp. 

MINISTER'S REPL.Y 
In reply, Mr. Scully first referred to the mat

ter of materials. The F·ederal Cabinet had de
cided to form .a Disposals Commission. This 
would operate for the disposal ot war mate· 
rials, and would aim to cut out the middle-man 
wJio bought wholesale and exploited the con
sumer. The material tu be sold was the pr<r 
perty ·Of the people of Australia. 

The dried fruits industry must be protected 
and fostered, and the Government intended to 
do that. 

"If it is possible to- get the camps, which you 
have selected, removed," continued the Minis· 
ter, "I will hav·e it ·d01l.e. l will place the mat
ter before the Federal Cabillet immediately on 
my return to Canberra and I will get investiga· 
tions under way to see what ·can be done." , 

Materials which ha-d been used were becom
ing available, but there was not much chance 
of getting new materials because the Goveni~ 
ment was erigaged in a Commonwealth housing 
scheme, and that scheme would absorb any 
building materials which might be available. 
Materials were hard to._ get and the manpower 
problem was also difficUlt. 

"How-ever," rhe concluded, "I will ·do my best 
to assist you and I confess that I believe that 
such de.velopments. should be of lasting. value/" 

IRRIGATION ECONOMY 

Best Return Should Be 
Sought 

The contribUtion of M.r. Ea·st, Chairman of 
the State Rivers and Water Supply Commis
sion was ·OJJ.e of the highlights of the Yarra
wonga conference. The underlying obligation, 
'for us as well as all ·Other users of irrigation 
water, is to view water as something precious, 
to be thrifty and wi-sely applied so as to get 
the best return from trhe quantity of w111ter 
used. Just when water will be given a quanta
tive value in our districts is yet undetermined, 
but it is bound to come, rather quicker that 
most of us imagine. The hug.e lakes of drain· 
age water are the monument of .Our present in
efficiency. We do not know exactly how much 
water is needed to grow our vine and cover 
crops; but we do know that the·se crops can be 
grown quite as well as at present by two-thirds 
of the water applied. We mention this figure 
because with proper layout and control, it is 
within the bounds of accomplishment. The 
springtime', when the demands on the soil are 
lO"\V, is an excellent period to commence re
duced 'applications; and the present year, when 
both coal and water are in short supply, calls 
for renewed effort. -Our lands are rarely under
watered, the occasional exceptions being the 
;heavy soils. Practically all of the light-tex
tured soils are over-ivatered. 

POSSIBILITIES OF MORE WATER 
The conception that storage completely safe· 

guards water supply is not altogether- correct; 
though storage is an essential factor, and addi· 
Uonal storage is planned, Mr. East informed 
us that the contribution by intake of the Hume 
Re-servoir wa.s about 1,000,000 acre feet .during 
each irrigation season, about equal tocthe sup· 
ply available from the Reservoir. This illu
strates the importance of the catchment area, 
which must be restored to its natural condi· 
tion. At present sheet erosion of the surface, 
vertical erosion of the gullies, and erosion of 
the banks of the streoams are all on the in
crease. Fire is blamed for most of this; and 
it is certain that the occupancy of the 6,000 
square miles of the catchment area. contributes 
to the abuse. 

The fir~t practical suggestio~ is that Vic
toria s;ho·uld resume the 4,000 $quare miles of 
catchment on its side 

1
oif the bo,rder; and that 

N.S.W. should resume the 2,006 square. miles 
within that State. · 

Th'e proposal iS that this whol'e catchment 
area be controlled by a ·statutory body, the 
function of which would be to control and re
store the catchment area. The only possible 
objections can come from the lesSees of the 
are'a; and those pastoral interests are very 
small compared with other interests. 



14 THE AUSTRALIAN DRJED FRUITS NEWS, OCTOBER, 1944 

The Removal Of A Misconception 

Imperial Preference And The 
Atlantic Charter 

For the past two years there has been con
siderable misgivi-ng among Empire produc·ers 
as to whether the maintenance of Imperial Pre
ference could be regarded as strictly compa
tible with the ·spirit and the letter of the 
Fourth Principle of the Atlantic Charter (Aug
ust 14, 1941)--"Fourth, they will e'ndeavor, 
with due respect for their existing obligations, 
to further the enjoyment of all States, gr·eat or 
small, victor or vanquished, of access, on equal 
terms, to the trade and to the raw materials 
of the wor.ld which are needed for tbeir econo
mic prosperity," states the "Empire_ Producer:•·· 

The subsequent Agreement between the 
United Kingdom and the U.S.A., on the prin
ciples apply~ng to Mutual Aid (Feb. 23, 1942) 
(Article 7) laid down that in the final deter
mination orf the benefits to be provided to the 
U.S.A., by the United King,dom ... ·"the terms 
and conditions thereof . . . shall include pro
vision for agreed action . . . to. be direc'Wd to 
the elimination of all forms of discriminatory 
treatment in international commerce, and to 
the reduction of tariffs and other trade bar,_ 
riers." 

In the absence of specific referen~e by the 
Agreement of eXisting internal Empire trade 
facilities, ~some 'apprehension, as to the fate of 
Imperial :Preference in the post-war years was 
justified. High Government authorities hav·e 
from time to time allayed that apprehension to 
a certain degree, but Government attitude to 
the question was not cl-early and autihoritative
lv defined. 

THE PRIME MINISTER'S ASSURANCE 

Mr. Churchill's eloquent declaration of faith 
in the future of the Empire and Common
wealth during a recent debate in tihe House· of 
Commons, has .removed all doubt as to the 
meaning of the Charter and the Mutual Aid 
Agreement. He said: "What I am c-oncerned 
to do is to show to. the House, and also to 
Members of my own Party, how strictly I 
have, during my :stewardship, safeguarded the 
Etructure of Imperial Preference, which bas 
arisen out of the controversies and achieve~ 
ments of the last 40 years, against any danger 
of being ·swept away in the tumult of this war. 
At my ~rst meeting with the President of the 
United States, at Argenta in Newfoundland, at 
the tiine of the so-called Atlantic Charter and 
before the United States had entered the war
a meeting of very >anxious and critical impor~ 
tance-I asked for the insertion of the follow
ing words which can be read in that docu
ment-'With due respect for their- existing obli
gations: Those· are the limiting words, and 
'they were inserted for the express purpose <)f 
retaining in the House of Commons, and the 
Dominion Parliaments, the fullest possible 
rights and liberties over the question ·Of lm· 
perial Pr·eference. Again, in February, 1942, 
when the United States was our closest ally, 
I did not agree to Article 7 of the Mutual Aid 
Agreement, without lhaving previously obtained 
from the President a definite assurance that we 
were not more committed to the abolition of 
Imperial Preference than the American Go
vernment were committed to the abolition of 
their high protective tariffs. The discussions 
as to how a greater volume of tl"ade and a more 
harmonious flow of trade can be created in the 
immediate post·war years in agreement, leaves 
us, in every respect, :so far as action is con
cerned, perfectly free. How could it other-

Branches in 

.All States 

wise be, when Parliament itself would not only 
have to debate the matters, but would have to 
legislate upon them, when they were brought 
before it? I am convinced myself that there 
should be a careful searching, far-ranging dis
cussion on the economics of the post-war 
world, and a :sincere attempt made to reconcile 
con:fiicting interests wherever po,ssible. There 
must be a wholehearted endeavor, begup. in 
goo-d time, to promote the greatest interchange 

. of goo·ds and services between the various com
munities of the world, and to strive for that 
proce-ss of betterment of standards of life in 
e>"ery country without which, as the Hon. Mem
ber forSeaham (Mr. Shinwell) pointed out, ex
panding markets are impos-sible, and without 
which world prosperity is a dream which migbt 
e-asily turn into a nightmare." 

Speeches in the same debate indicated that 
both the Charter and the Agreement are sulJ
ject to 'a variety of interpretations, both in the 
United Kingdom and America. The clear 
statement of the Pr1me Minister leaves no 
room for further misconception. 

BRITISH MARKET6-AN I,MPORTANT 

REVIEW. 

The British Fed,eration of Commodity and 
Allied Trade Associations (has issued a Review 
on ce-rtain questions affecting post-war trade. 

This is an admirable informative st>atment by 

British merchants: under the stress of war 
their occupation is gone. "The elaborate mar~ 
keting organisations and machinery they 
created and perfected for moving into con·sump~ 
tion the largest volume of the world's require
ments in produce and ra:w materials, has been 
brought virtually to a standstill." The policy 
where1Jy Government Departments· became the 
sole buyers, and in ·some instances, the sole 
sellers -and distributors Df produce, to the elim
ination of private merchants and traders, was 
loyally accepted by the merchants. This re
view .is p_rimarily designed ,to draw the atten
tion of the public to Le vltal national inter
ests which >are affected, and de·scribe succinctly 
and clearly what the merchant does and the 
function and value of the organised markets. 

EARLY DECONTROL ESSENTIAL 

It i~ obvious that control over the produce 
and commodity markets cannot be removed im~ 
mediately at the end of the war, but the Fede
ration's argument for the earliest r}Ossible de
control of markets is unanswerable. The Re
view concedes. the strictly temporary value Of 
agreed quotas and prices, but points out that 
such aggreements between Governments tend 
to place business dealings on a political foot
ing-they caus·e un-due infl.uence to be brought 
to bear by political rather than economic fac~ 
tors; under private trade "no political issues 
are involved, or international ill-feeling creat
ed." Buffer Pool - i.e., Government-owned 
stocks of raw materials, accumulated with the 
.object of stabilising prices, are similarly a 
restrictive and essentially temporary device. 

We are in danger in other :sphere-s of suc
cumbing to the ·easy charms of bureaucratic 
rule, of Tegarding Government departments as 
infallible, of submerging professional initiative 
and skill in the med'iocrity of State routine. 
This realistic Review brings us back to earth. 
It is a va.luable .reminder that British prestige 
in world commerce was built up often in spite 
of Governments and that the restoration .of 
full opporutnity to the British merchant is the 
first necessary move in our plans for the reha· 
bilitation of British and Empire trade and the 
best guarantee for resumption of normal rela
tions with foreign countries. 

-"Empire Producer." 

fsTABt..ISHED 1849· 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
SHUTTLECOCK OF 

SPECULATORS 

Minister Discusses Marketing 
With A.D.F.A. Deputation 

"References have been m'a>ie to marketing. 
and I feel that you will hav-e to begin to put 
your industry on a post-war basis," said the. 
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture (Hon . 
W. J. Scully) in replying to the A.U.F.A. repu
tation seeking aid in the hostels for seasonal 
wrokers at Renmark recently. "Something," 
he continued, "will have to be don·e and you 
people and others can help the Government. 
We must carry our primary marketing into the 
post-war period. Most Primary industries in. 
the past have been unfortunately the shuttle
cock of international speculators. I think the 
past has taught this to primary producers. 
The postwar period is something .that demands 
co-operation betw~en producers and th-e Go
vernment. I am not t'alking about a new order. 
I am talking about a commensense app!}.cation 
of principles to the business of primary pro
duction. Before the war the dried fruits in· 
dustry passed through parlous times. You are
having a better run today. But there is only 
one way that the industry will continue to exist 
on a good b'asis in the po.strwar period and that 
is by continuing pooling, marketing and other
primary production sch-emes. 

"It 'i-s up to the Government to assist you and 
while we are a Government we will continue 
to assist. It ls also our policy to establlsh 
producer control and that poUcy has to con
tinue. Otherwise, in the post-war period. it is 
going to be very hard inde-ed for producers." 

There was an anxious time ahead, Mr. Scully 
said. He had discussed some of these ques
tions with the Prime Mniister since his return 
from his mission -overseas. Mr. Curtin had 
done a wonderful job in discussing with the 
United Kingdom authorities ma.ny questions 
which vitally affected Australian primary pro
ducers. It was the Government's desire to 
have long-term contraCts for the sale of our 
pximary products, wherever that was possible; 
and satisfactory negotiations were being car
ried out with the United Kingdom Government. 

Commissions ·of the Department Of Post•War 
Reconstruction were investigating primary in
dustries to· _see sow they could be firmly stabil~ 
ised. If our primary industries w-ere safe, 
our internal economy would ·b-e safe. If there 
was any dislocation, if we went back to the 
bad Dld days such as we had before the war, 
~.hen Australia was in for a bad time. 

"FOT the winning of the war, we had -to ap
proach the question of large expenditure ot 
money and we had to get the support of the 
people," said the Minister, "We have done 
that. We intend, to continue that policy for 
the winning of the peace. We must have the 
backing of the people a:ud we know that vie 
will get it." 

There was an understanding in the British 
commonwealth of Nations·whic:h hitherto was 
missing. The Go'vernment wa.s doing all it 
coul-d to secure a constant flow of migration 
from the United Kingdom. UnleSs our po-pu
lation was built up rapidly, we may not be able 
to hold Australia. The war had taught ·us 
that we could not be isolationists. 

"LITTLE LEAF" OF FRUIT TREES 
AND VINES 

The Department of Agrlculture has just 
issue-d bulletin No. 390 dealing with experi
ments in the· use of zinc for the control of "lit· 
tle Leaf" in fruit trees and vines,- and giving 
recommendations for the control of the dis
ease. Copies are available from the Depa;rt
ment of AgricultUre, Box 901E, G.P.O., Ade
laide, at a cost of l~d postage. The bulletin is 
also obtainable from District Horticultural Ad~ 
visers. 

Agents in 

All Districts 

FIRE, MARINE.. AOCIDENT, LIVE STOCK. WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
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DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY 

Wartime Activities Outlined 
The Dried Fruits Publicity Committee met 

J:n Melbourne on July 25. The Chairman (Mr. 
J. Parker Moloney) submitted· the following 
·comprehensive report dealing with every 
_phase of this important Committees work. 
Mr .. Moloney said:-

ITINERARIES 

Mr. Rumble (one of the Committee's Publi
city OffiCers), left Meibourne on the ·5th June 
f()r Sydney and arrangements have been made 
for him to carry out an extensiv-e itinerary em· 
bracing the principal towns on the forward, 
·and return, journey. He is scheduled to spend 
·five weeks in Sydney, during which time he 
will be engaged in dressing windows in leading. 
stores and groc8rs' shops in the city and sUb· 
urbs, screening the film of the industry and lee~ 
turing to pupils at schools. 

Mr. Rumble travelled, via !Jhe Prince's High~ 
way, to Sydney and will leave that city on the 
1st August for Newca:stle and districts in 
Mid~Western New South Wales'-thence to AI~ 
bury-returning via the Hume High-way to Mel· · 
bourne -on the 15th September. 

During the period 26th April to 20th May, 
Mr. Weston (another of the :Publicity Officers), 
completed an itinerary ·covering Geelong and 
other important centres in the Wimmera an<l 
Western District of Victoria. 

The Committee is constantly receiving letters 
from various city, suburban and country groc~ 
ers. expressing their appreciation of the excel~ 
lent work performed by the Publicity Officers 
in making attractive displays of dried fruits in 
.their windows. 

During September, it is proposed to send Mr. 
Weston to Adelaide foT some weeks and a com~ 
preherisive itinerary will be prepared, covering 
the principal towns on alternative routes to 
and from the South Australian capital city_ 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 

Instructions have been issued to the printer 
for the preparation of attractive and topical 
showcar.ds for the Sydney and Newcastle 
trams. With a slight adjustment in regard to 
size, it will be possible to also utilise this de
sign for box covers in general display work. 

SCREEN ADVERTISING 
Owing to depleted funds at the imm-ediate 

,disposal of the Committee, it was impossible, 
.this year, to continue the contracts for screen 
advertising in the three States -of New South 
Wales, South Australia 'and Victoria. It was 
decided, however, to renew the Adelaide con~ 
tract for the Regent and Rex Theatres, Ade. 
1aid, for a period ·of six months at a total cost 
of £39 and, in this connection, a new advertise
ment has been -prepared drawing attention to 
the fact that increased supplies of currants and 
sultanas arP now available to the public. 

It 1s reliably estimated that approximately 
15,000,000 tickets of admission to Australian. 
commercial film houses are issued every month 
and, therefore, it is hoped, as soon as condi· 
ti'ons and funds permit, to take advantage of 
the wide scope- provided by this valuable 
medium of reaching the public. 

PRESS ADVERTISING 

The policy of restricting press advertising to 
the leading grocery and bakery trade journals
is still being 'adopted by the Committee-the 
space being utilised for the purpose of keeping 
grocers and bakers advised regarding the quan
tity -of dried fruits to which they are entitled. 
Attention is drawn to the fact that, although 
all dried tree fruits (dried apricots, peaches, 
prunes, nectarines and pears) are stili requisi~ 
tioned by the Commonwealth Government for 
the Services, certain varieties of dried vine 
fruits (currants and sultanas) are now avail~ 
able in increased quantities. It is also point
ed out that, owing to lack of manpo-wer for 
seeding purposes, some difficulty may still be 
;experienced in obtaining seeded raisins; but it 
is anticipated that the :position wili gradually 
improve as the season advances. 

TRAMWAY ADVERTISING 

In order to equitably spread its reduced 
funds between the four contributing States, it 
has been found necessary to discontinue tram~ 
way advertising in Victoria and South Austra~ 
lia. In view, however, of the very favorable 
concession allowed to' the Gommittee by the 
New South Wales Department of Road Trans· 
:Port and Tramways, it was decided to extend 
the existing contract in Sydney for· a further 
'period of nine months from the 1st July, 1944. 

'> FILMS 

It has been found n.ecessary to r·enew the 
present :films which have been in constant use 
for the past two years, and arrangements have 
been made for the release of sufficient photo~ 
graphic material for the renewal of:-

(a) Film of industry showing all phases of 

the industry from the vine to boxed fruit 
being shipped overseas, i.e., scenes of produc· 
ing areas, pruning of vines, picking, the ripe 
fruit from the vines, dippingT the fruit before 
drying, d!-ying fruit on the greens and on 
racks, various phases of processing, grading 
and packing at the packing houses, shipping 
packed fruit to overseas markets, short 
scenes of the forces on the land and at .sea. 
Athletic: scenes. 

(b) Animated Film: Of speCial attraction 
to children and showing in simple form. the 
advantages of sun dried fruits. 
These films are shown by the Publicity Offi.· 

cers in connection with the 'Committee's educa~ 
tion'a.-1 programme amongst "Senior pupils ar
ranged iii conjunction with the Department of 
Public Instruction in the various States 
throughout the Commonwealth and the Com
mittee considers it most important that this 
valuable work should not be interrupted in the 
essential .diied fruits industry, which it .is so 
necessary to ma.intain in this, and the post~ 
war period. 

WAR-TIME COOKERY BOOK 
This booklet is in great d-emand and, in view 

of limited stocks, the Committee is exercising 
great car in any lllethod of bulk distribution. 

In response to an application from the Sec~ 
retary of the Grocers'· Association of Victoria 
(Mr. H. J. Book), 5,000 copies were made avail~ 
able to Mr. Book for ditsribution through the 
various District Associations which are affi.liat~ 
ed with the Grocers' Association of Victoria. 

SYDNEY FERRIES 

The Committee ren·ewed the existing •con
tract with The Port Jackson & Manly Steam 
Shi:p Co. Ltd., Sydney, foe a further 12 months' 
advertising, terminating on the 30th April, 1945, 
as follows:- · · 

20 advertisements on Sydney 
Harbour F·erries . . . . £30 6 S 

.s adve·rtisements on Manly Fer-
lies 18 4 0 

£48 10 8 
WINDOW DISPLAYS - PERTH 

. The Committee's Window Display ContraCtor 
in Perth has been advised that the Committee 
is agreeable to the continuance of the present 
a-rrangements with that :firm and that it is pre
pa!'ed to spend a sUm not exceeding. £50 for 
window displays to be arranged in Perth and 
suburbs, from 1st August, 1944, to 31st Marctl:t, 
1945. 

RESERVE ·PUBLICITY FUND 

It will be remembered that, l'ast year, the 
Victo-rian Board agreed to lnvest £1000 from 
the Reserve Publicity Fund in the Third Lib· 
erty Loan-allocation of the money to be made 
on a production basis and credited to the Mil· 
dura, Red Cliffs, Merbein and Nyah-Woorinen 
areas. 

Similar arrangements for this year were re
cently completed, through the Commonwealth 
Bank, to invest £1500 in the Commonwealth 
War L'Oan, maturing 1949-to be allotted On the 
following basis:-

:.\Iil<lura-Irymple .. 
Merbein .. 
Red Cliffs ..... . 
Woorinen Nyah and 

£450 
£315 
£555 

Tresco . . . . . .. . . £180 

The totttl amount in the Committee's Re·serve 

S. A. Dried Fruits 
Board 

Before the formal business was proceeded 
with of the meeting of the S.A. Dried Fruits 

~~~~·d n:f~Wl~;)6t~n J~~~a{feop~~~t~o~~~:r~: 
gratulated the Chairman (Mr. G. A. W. Pope) 
on his name having been included among t:Jhe 
recipients of the recent King's Birthday decora· 
tions. Mr. McMillan stated that the Imperial 
Service Order which had been conferred on 
Mr. Pope was instituted by King Edward VII 
at his Coronation in 1902, ~'to recognise meri
torious services rendered by the Administra
tive and Clerical Branches of the Ciyil SerVices 
throughout t!be Empire," and the number of 
aw.::y-ds was limited to 720. Tihe signal ser~ 
vices rendered by Mr. Pope as ehief of the 
Government Produce Department for so many 
y.ears and· his :selection bl" Governments. at dif· 
ferent times for numerous Boards furnished 
prbof that the "man is worthy of the honor." 
Mr. Pope'·s life's work had been 'devoted to 
serving the interests of the primary producer. 

The -sentiments expressed by the Deputy 
Chairman were warmly supported by Messrs. 
Till, Jemison, Russell and Twiss. Mr. Pope 
'acknowledg.ed the compl'iment in characteris· 
tically modest terms. 

The· routine businesBJ which followed consist~ 
ed of a survey of the pack :figures to date, an 
examination of the Board's present :financial 
position, consideratiO-n of reports by the Inves
tigation Officer (Inspector Noblet) on his visits 
to couiltry centr·es and the passing of a number 
of accounts, a·s ·well as a rf!.port by the Secre
tary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) on his enquiries regard~ 
ing packing facilities and general con(!itions in 
the Langhorne''s Cr·eek area where a group ot 
growers were subjected to unfav01rable climatic 
conditions which were ·aggravated by their 
eomparative remoteness from other uon~irrigat~ 
ed areas. 

Fund now stands at £2500 (plus interest) and. 
as has been stated in preVious reports, it is 
proposed to pay a portion of the Victorian 
Board's allocati-on to the Publicity Committee 
into this Re·serve Fund each year for u~e after 
the war, when, no doubt, the need for a greater 
and niore intensified campaign will again mani
fest itself. 

FINANCIAL 

A report by the Auditor, State Audit Office, 
Melb-ourne, dated 20th July, 1944, on the books 
and accounts of the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee for the year ended 30th April, 1944, 
and attached certified copie.s of;-

(a) Statement of ·receipts and payments 
for the year ended 30/4/44, 

(b) Balance sheet as at 30/4/44, 
(c) Depreciati.on account-statement of re~ 

ceipts and expenditure for year ended 
30/4/44, 

have been received by the Committee. 
In the Auditor'"s report, under the :heading 

"General," it is stated that "the books and ac
counts have been very well kept" 

THE MllD.URA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP fUNDS £120,000 

. Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mil dura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwaa ('N.S. W,) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers 



[ 

l 
1: 

~ 
2 
'f 

I 

' 16 THE AUSTRAUAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, OCTOBER, 1944 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board 

Overseas Allocation Discussed 
A meeting of the Victorian Dried 'Fruits Board was held in Melbourne on the 

13th July, 1944. The Chairman (Mr. Parker]. Moloney) presided and there 
were present also: Messrs. F. M. Read (Deputy Chairman), S. R. Mansell, H. V. 
Davey, A. Rawlings, D. E. Barry Wood and D. A. Cockroft. 

The Chairman reported that Mr Frank Cetin· 
ich, Irymple, was convicted at the Mildura 
Court on the 20th June on each of two .charges 
of !Obtaining. drawback ·fruit from more than 
one packing house and was fined £10, with 
£2/4/6 costs on each charge. 

Copies of a :statement made by the Mirlister 
for External Affairs, to the Hou"Se of Represen
tatives on the 17th March, 1944, announcing 
the signing of the Australian-Canadian Mutual 
Aid Agreeinent, were distributed to members. 

DRIED PEARS 

Mr. Moloney referred to a letter which h~ 
had received from Mr. G. J. Evatt (Chairman, 
New South Wales Dried Fruits Board), regard· 
ing production of dried pears. in Tasmania and 
the possibility of large scale post-war produc
tion of dried tree fruits in ·dehydrators built 
during recent years under the auspices of the 
Commonwealth Government for the production 
of vegetables. 

Mr. Barry Wood (dried tree fruits represen
tative on the· Board), pOinted out that the 
quantity of dried pears· mentioned, viz., 400,000 
bushels, would be in excess of the present total 
pack of dried tree fruits and stated that he 
viewed with concern any :steps that would re
sult in any material expansion in the industry 
unless markets were assured to justify the in· 
crease. 

Mr. Moloney said that this matter was listed 
for <liscussion at a Conference ·Of the Consulta· 
tive Committee which would be held in Mel· 
bourne on the 2'5th July and he would place 
the views outlined by Mr. wood at this meet-
ing. 

1944 ALLOCATION 
The Chairman informed members that, in a 

circular letter, dated 7th June, 1944, the 
A.D.F.A. had notified distributors that it was 
anticipated the quantity of fruit wJJ.ich will be 
allocated to the 'Commonwealth market from 
the 1944 season's crop would be sufficient tO 
supply buyers with the equivalent of their 
1942 purchases, and that it was also thoug1:tt 
that possibly there would be additional quan
tities of currants and .sultanas available to 
meet further dem~ds. 

ALLOCATION OF DRIED VINE FRUITS FOR 
OVERSEAS AND COMMONWEALTH 

CONSUMPTION 

Mr. Moloney reporte·d on the discussion 
which :had taken place at a recent meeting 
which had been held at the offices of the 
Board, at which, in addition to himself, there 
were present: Messrs. E. J. Mulvany (Export 
Control Board), R. M. Marx (Export Control 
Board), H. R. Jones (Co-operated Dried Fruits 
Sales Pty. Ltd.) and L. F. Russell (Australian 
Dried Fruits Association). After an examina· 
tion of statistics of revised estimated pack, it 
was agreed to accept, as a pack basis, a total 
of 102,000 tons (in round figures). 

The Chairman .stated that approximately 
2500 copies of the Annual Report had been ci'r-

~--

culated to growers a.nd various otrher persons
connected with the industry. 

Considerati-on was also given to· a number of 
applications for additional drawback and other 
business of a routine nature consisted of a sur
vey of the p'ack figures up to the 30th June, 
1944, adoption of the Board's financial state
ment showing, expenditure to lOth July, 19.44, 
and the passing of the Board•s accounts to the 
same date. 

BERRI AGRICULTURAL 
BUREAU ANNUAL 

MEETING 
Members of the Berri Agricultural Bureau 

iheld their annual meeting on July 26. The 
president (Mr. 0; E. Halliday) presided over 
an attendance of 60 members, and several 
memhers apologised for unavoidable absence. 

The matter of appointing two ·delegates to 
the Bureau conference at Adelai.de the third 
week of September was held over till the Aug
ust meeting, as well as several motions that 
members desired brought forward at the State 
Conference. 

The president brought along about three dif· 
ferent types of secateurs, suittl.ble for fruit 
pickers in the busy fruit season. A new idea 
of water pipe or outlet for irrigation :Purposes 
was also- shown, and favorably commented on. 

ANNUAL REPORT 
The secretary· (Mr. Ross Johnson) presented 

the annual report, stating that the majority of 
meetings had been well attended. In October 
there had been a practical demonstration of 
spraying machines, as well as a "try-out, of 
various makes Of nozzles at the Experimental 
Orchard, and the manager and :staff had had 
the pleasure of seeing a large attendance of 
growers present frnm various centres. 

The field. day at the Experimental Orchard 
had attracted many growers from various fruit 
districts. Mr. -A. G. Strickland had given an 
enlightening address on "Fruit Tree Root 
Stocks." 

Mention was also m-ade in the report of the 
fine work done in many ways for the Berri dis
trict by the Berri pioneer, the late W .. R. 
Lewis, especially in connection with the vari
nus ways he had proved himself a great toiler 
in Agricultural Bureau work. 

OFFICE BEARERS 
Officers elected were: President, Mr. 0. E. 

Halliday; vice-presidents, Messrs. R. Ingerson 
and E. R. Moss; committee, MessTs. L. A. 
Chapple, B. Brown, F. Fox, W. H. Chilton, B. H. 
Jungfer, A. W. Pearson, R. Telfer and L. A. 
Page; secretary and treasurer, Mr. E. J. R. 
Johnson. 

Members as usual with the annual meeting, 
had a coffee supper to finish o.ff the evening. 
On Monday 6veuing the committee met, and a 
good programme of :subjects for meetings in 
the coming year was drawn up. 

REVIEW OF 1943-44 FRUIT 
SEASON IN S.A. 

Chief Horticulturist's Official 
Comments 

The Chief Horticulturist (Mr. A. G. Strick~ 
land) has issued the following report on th& 
1943-44 fruit season: Climatically the 1943~44 
season was abnormal. The winter was dry 
and cold, and although subsoil wetting rains 
we.re short, the abnormally low winter tern~ 
peratures made for good b-ud devel-opment and 
a fine blossoming of most types of deciduous. 
fruit trees. Peaches and nectarines were free
from the excessive bud--dropping which occur
red following the exceptionally warm winter 
of ·1942. 

There was comparative freedom from dam
aging spring frosts and the summer was coot 
and ge.nerally favorable to most crops particu
larly in non-irrigated areas where the cool 
conditions tended to off:set the lack of rain. 

Apples-A larger crop than that of 1942~43: 
was harvested 894,838 bushels compared with-
78'9,299 bushels in the previous· year. Market
ing of apples from common stores is practically 
finisihed and all cool stores are at present fill· 
ed to capacity. 

Pears-A slightly below normal crop, 240,804 
bushels, comprising canning, pe~Ts 146,190: 
bushels and others 94,614 bushels. 

Plums and Prunes-A better than average 
crop, 153,831 bushels. 

Apricots-A record crop, 531,734 bUshels. 
Peaches-149,229 bushels about normal crop·. 
Almonds-Crop about normal, 8,464 cwtS. 
Dried Tree Fruits-The whole pack will 

p-robably proceed to Service foodstuffs. Pack
ed weights to date as supplied by the Dried 
Fruits Board and compared with final 1942-43 
:figures (in parenthesis) are as follows: Prunes 
287 (246); nectarines 17 (18); peaches 194 
(207): pears 113 (246): apricots 1,542 (1,059) .. 

Dried Vine Fruits-Very heavy crops were 
harvested and although the drying .sea:son was 
slow and cool; it remained rainl-ess and con
tinued late. Dried Fruits Board figures· of 
packed .weights to July 22, 1944, are as follow 
(1943 total figures in parenthesis): Packed 
weight to 22/7 /44-Currants 9,187 tons (9,285); 
sultanas 15,048 (11,392): lexias 2,321! (3,931). 

The sultana pack is a record one. Due to 
the slow drying weather and-the record sultana 
crop, gordo grapes could not be placed o,n the 
racks in large quantities, hence the lag below 
estimate of lexias. 

Wine ·Grapes-The vintage was a goOd one. 
Generally there was no early spring. frost dam
arne, although a November freeze in the Bares
sa Valley reduced crops there by some 15 per 
cent. Present estimates are for a vintage of 
slightly over 14 million gallons, compared with 
an actual vintage of 15,815,986 gallons in 1942-
43. 

Citrus-EarlY indications were for a crop 2o
per cent. better than in 1943. The approximate 
1'943 crop was 770,000 bushels, and at the open
ing -of the navel :season in April of this year 
890,000 bus:hels appeared to be in sight for the 
coming season. 

However, a succession of very severe frosts 
was experienced in late June 'and has caused 
serious damage to all kinds of cHrus. The 
damage ranges froin complete <lestrucfion of 
fruit to gradual drying of the pulp of frUit 
which ap-pears superficially sound. An esti
mate of the damage is impossible at this 
stage, but it is c·ert'iin that the heavy crop of 
citrus originally in sight will be very marked
ly reduced, 

It is not yet possible to forecast likely 1945 
crops for ·deciduous fruits and vines. 
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