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EDITORIAL 

FUEL TAX 
If the Treasurer had deliberately tried to find some means of increas

ing cost to industries - including Primary Industries - he could not 
have found a better way than to increase fuel costs. It is hard to recon
cile this increase with the avowed statement of the Prime Minister that 
his first duty is to reduce inflation. How do you reduce inflation by in
creasing costs? 

As I said when the Labor Government increased fuel costs to country 
residents - and there is no reason why I should change my opinio·n 
now- a tax on fuel is the most pernicious of all taxes, it permeates all 
levels of production and inevitably will lead to higher production costs. 

Once the increase becomes effective every item we use on the farm 
will become dearer and every item we produce will become more costly 
to market. The increase in fuel tax can only lead to a reduction in net 
farm income. 

The reason given for the increase in tax is equally strange. Because 
the Australian price of oil is lower than the world price a tax is to be ap
plied to increase the Australian price to world parity. This reasoning 
seems to overlook the obvious, that the world price of oil is set by coun
tries which are oil exporters. Australia is an oil importer. 

HAIL INSURANCE 
It is unfortunate that the new ADFA Hail Insurance Scheme should 

have been put to the test so early in the season. The continuance of the 
plan at an economic level will depend on claims experience and both from 
the Insurers' and the growers' points of view it is hoped that no further 
widespread storms will be experienced this year. 

A representative of our broker is presently in London explaining the 
intricacies of hail experience in Australia and endeavouring to 
negotiate the scheme on a long-term basis. 

For those growers who were insured, the scheme will be a blessing 
as, unless there is widespread disaster later in the season, these 
growers are assured of full payment of their claims. Assessments have 
now been completed and are awaiting check by the Insurers. On our 
figures the claims approximate $225,000 and this will be adequately 
covered by the $1 million insurance The ADFA has already negotiated. 

As expected the storm precipitated a further rush of applications and 
the Association is now negotiating for a further $1 million cover and this 
may possibly be extended by a further $V2 million. 

For those growers who were not insured thee Association will ap
proach the Government seeking carry-on finance. 
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US PRUNE 
PRICE SET 
The California Prune Bargaining As
sociation has announced that the field 
price for 1978 dried prune production by 
its members has been settled with packers 
and handlers. The 1978 field price shows 
an increase over 1977 prices by 2.5 cents a 
pound on the smallest sizes to seven cents 
a pound on the largest. 

Under the new- schedule agreed upon, 
the price for 65 CoUnt French standard 
prunes is 323;4 cents a pound. This comes 
to $655 ton, and compares with the 263;4 
cents per pound obtained in 1977 and the 
per ton price for that year of $535. This is a 
difference of six cents per pound for 1978 
over 1977 prices. 

The prices are as follows: 
French Prunes 

Size Per lb. 
34/40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38 basis 
41/50 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .35 basis 
51/60 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .33 basis 
61/70 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .32 basis 
71/81 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .29 basis 
82/91 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28 basis 
92/101 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 basis 
102/121 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .21 flat 
122/140 .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .18 flat 

Non-French 

24/Larger. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .44 flat 
25/29 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .41 flat 
30/33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .38 flat 
34/40 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .27 basis 

French-Manufacturing 

Per ton 
70/Larger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $450 
72/101............................ 400 
1 02/Smaller .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. . 360 

Non-French-Manufacturing 
70/Larger .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . $420 
72/101 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 370 
102/Smaller .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 310 

SUPPLY AND DEMAND 

California's prune industry has estimated 
that the 1978-79 domestic demand will be 
at 100,000 processed tons. and that 40,000 
tons will be the export demand. A desir
able carryover on July 31, 1979, is estimat
ed at 25,000 tons. An estimate of 146,000 
natural condition tons has been offered as 
the tonnage for the 1978 crop, as well as 
one for 154,000 tons. The accepted 
estimate is for a production of 146,000 
tons. 

The estimated domestic and export de
mand factors along with the desired carry
out, July 31, 1979, accounts for 165,000 
processed condition tons or 160,914 
natural condition tons. This would piace 
estimated supply some 3,690 processed 
conditioned tons more than estimated de
mand, the carryover into the 1978-79 year 
on July 31, 1978, being 24,325 tons plus a 
saleable supply of new crop _prunes, 
144,365 processed weight tons for a total 
supply for 1978-79 of 168,690 tons, provid
ing undersized regulations are approved. 
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Sales to August 25 
VINE FRUITS 

Australian deliveries for the six months to August 25, 1978, show a 
decrease over the past year. Comparative .figures lor the six-month 
period over the last lour years are (in tonnes): -

1975 1976 1977 1978 
Currants ..................... 1,373 1,611 1,681 1,522 
Sultanas ..................... 5,641 7,906 9,123 7,532 
Raisins ....................... 1,074 1,129 1,068 855 

TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,088 10,646 11,872 9,909 

EXPORT orders for Sultanas accepted to date total 36,267 tonnes for 
shipment to: 

New Zealand ....................... . 
Canada ............................. . 
UK/Continent ....................... . 
Japan ............................. . 
Other Markets ....................... . 

3,543 
10,077 
20,416 
1,022 
1,029 

36,267 

It is pleasing to note that export orders have increased by some 6,894 
tonnes over last year. 
AUSTRALIAN orders for Dried Vine Fruits accepted to date are com
pared to same period last year: 

1978 
1977 

APRICOTS 

CURRANTS SULTANAS 

1,108 
1,961 

8,254 
8,529 

RAISINS 

1,274 
1,333 

TOTAL 

10,636 
11,823 

.unsold stocks as at August 25, 1978, stood at 246 tonnes compared with 
367 tonnes at the same period last year. 

AUSTRALIAN sales for the six-month period to August 25 show a 
decrease for the past year. Comparative figures for the last three years 
show: 

1976 
585 

1977 
648 

1978 
541 

EXPORT sales show an increase over this period compared to last year 
with 199 tonnes exported to date compared with 87 tonnes at this period 
last year 
PEACHES AND PEARS 

Only 22 tonnes Peaches and 26 tonnes Pears remain unsold from the 
low production of 95 tonnes and 109 tonnes respectively in 1978. 
PRUNES 

Prune sales show an increase in 1978 with comparative figures for. 
the last six months being: 

1976 
1977 
1978 

1,034 lonnes 
1,185 tonnes 
1,419 tonnes 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL 1978 IN PICTURES 

Left to right: S. A. Bugno (Red Cliffs), R. L. Wood (SA). 

Left to right: 0. M. Ward (Koraleigh), lB. K. Boulton (Nyah), R. B. 
Johnstone (Mildura), R. L. Arnold (Mildura). 

Left to right: R. Mead (Renmark), W. S. James (SA~ Mr Hudson (Mer
bein~ C. L Roy (Renmark). 

4 · ·· October, 1978 

Left to right: D. Andary, OBE, M. V. Sutterby (President, Federal 
Council), W. A. Jackson. 

Left to right: Mrs F. Lock (Mildura), Mrs A. Hudson (Merbeln). 

l.eft to right: F. H. Gill (Chairman, Board of Management), L. P. 
Burgess (General Secretary-Manager, ADF A), W. M. Whiting (Mer
bein). 
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Athol Lloyd addresses Council 
The official opening of Federal Council 1978 was carried out by Mr Athol lloyd, First Assistant 
Secretary, Sugar and Horticultural Crops Division, Department of Primary Industry. 

First, may I thank you for the invitation to 
address you on the occasion of the official 
opening of your 1978 Federal Council de

·liberations. 

As your Chairman and many other mem
bers know I have had an association as a 
departmental officer in one way or another 
with this industry and The ADFA that goes 
back to the immediate post-war years. 
There is a temptation for a speaker in my 
position to use the opportunity to re
minisce on the ups and downs of the in
dustry's fortunes and the history of its rela
tionships with Government over a time
span covering nearly one-third of a century. 

You will be relieved to know that I do not 
intend to succumb to that temptation. That 
history is certainly not without consider
able interest. but I think that there are, to
day, more absorbing questions relating to 
the future of the industry which have a 
prior claim on my own and delegates' at
tention. 

It seems fairly clear that the big Dried 
Vine Fruit production peaks evident in the 
sixties and early seventies have now 
passed. One could safely say that the 
foreseeable production levels of Sultanas 
will, only in unusual seasonal 
circumstances, move much beyond 60,000 
tonnes. 

Currants and Raisins are apparently 
stabilised at much lower levels than in the 
past. although there must be more uncer
tainty about the future pattern of their pro
duction, than there is about Sultanas. 

The chief factor in the Sultana situation 
has been the variety's interest to the 
winemaker. That interest is by all accounts 
not likely to abate and in fact will almost 
certainly increase. A major consequence is 
that The ADFA must take a far greater in
terest in developments within the wine in
dustry and the associated winegrape grow
ing industry, than was necessary 10 years 
ago. That industry is presently charac
terised by uncertainties among the growers 
of traditional winegrape varieties as to the 
future disposal prospects for a significant 
part of their production of certain varieties. 

Solutions proposed among winegrape 
growers to these emerging problems must 
be of major concern to the Sultana grower 
because of his material interest in the 
winemaker outlet. I am sure there is re
cognised within The ADFA the consequent 
need for close liaison between it and the 
winegrape grower body when grape pro
duction problems come forward for dis
cussion. 

In the context of contrOl of grape produc
tion often put forward on the basis of a 
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"Registration of vineyards'", I think it is 
worth re-stating that the constitutional 
power to control production within a State 
rests under our Federal system with State 
Government and not with the Com
monwealth. The first and most essential 
step in advancing any proposals for control 
of grape production through a system of 
registration of vineyards would be an ap
proach to the State Governments. 

Looking further to the marketing area, re
cently the Minister for Primary Industry an
nounced Government decisions of im~ 
portance to this industry and its marketing 
operations. These were the decision to 
proceed with Stabilisation arrangements 
for Sultanas to cover the three seasons 
1978 to 1980 inclusive; the decision to im
plement statutory Equalisation for Dried 
Vine Fruit; and the decision to restructure 
the Australian Dried Fruits Control Board. 

The Stabilisation decision was the end 
result of a series of disCussions between 
the Department on behalf of the Minister 
and your own very skilled negotiators. The 
Scheme to apply for 1978-1980 follows 
largely in its general principles the two pre
vious Stabilisation Schemes and you are 
by now generally familiar with those prin
ciples. 

The Scheme will only apply to Sultanas, 
but the Minister in making the announce
ment also made it clear that the exclusion 
of Currants and Raisins for the three-year 
term would not close off their re-incfusion, 
if that was thought necessary, should a 
further Scheme be considered beyond 
1980. 

There must no doubt be speculation in 
many minds as to what will eventuate 
beyond 1980. Well, as regards Stabilisa
tion, all that can be said at this point is that. 
as the Minister announced, there would 
be a review of the Scheme at the end of 
the 1979 Season with a view to determin
ing longer term action. 

The implementation of Statutory Legisla
tion for Dried Vine Fruit, was a direct 
response to the approach to the Govern
ment made as a consequence of decision 
taken by Federal Council in 1977. 

That approach was more comprehensive 
in its application of the principle of 
statutory equalisation than the Government 
was willing to grant. in that The ADF A re~ 
quest also covered the application of 
statutory equalisation to Dried Tree Fruit. 
There are, however, very significant dif
ferences between Dried Tree Fruit and 
Dried Vine Fruit, viewed as separate in
dustries. 

The Government could not be uncon
cerned if one of Australia's main 
horticultural industries. the stability of 
which was very dependent on an orderly 
and equitable allocation of its production 
between domestic and export markets. 
were to be left without an adequate orderly 
marketing system to achieve this purpose. 
Since virtually all Australian production 
came under the auspices of The ADFA 
there was no doubt of Federal Council's 
competance to present a view to Govern
ment covering the great bulk of produc
tion. 

It is questionable whether the same can 
be said for Dried Tree Fruit. a very large 
part of production takes place outside The 
ADFA system. Moreover. the production 
levels and the export market/domestic 
market ratio for Dried Tree Fruit are hardly 
of such a magnitude that the marketing 
problems of the two industries, could be 
said to be comparable. 

At this point I would like to look at some 
aspects of the re-structuring of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Control Board. This 
also had its origins· in last year's Fedei-al 
Council deliberations, following a 
Ministerial request that the industry give 
some thought to the future role and com
positio{l of its statutory export authority. 

The new authority, The Australian Dried 
Fruits Corporation, will have a smaller 
membership than the present Board (eight 
as against eleven). It will consist of a Gov
ernment-appointed Chairman. four mem
bers to represent growers, two members 
with special qualifications and a Com
monwealth Government representative. 

The members to represent growers will 
be selected and appointed by the Minister 
from a panel of nominees submitted by 
The ADFA. The members with special 
qualifications will also be ministerial ap
pofntments, made after consultation with 
The ADFA and with any other body or in
terest that the Minister considers ap
propriate. The Government-appointed 
Chairman will have an essential role in the 
new corporation. 

You will note that I have defined the 
members with special qualifications in such 
a way that these positions could cover 
packers but would by no means be restrict
ed to packing interests. 

In the same way the Government
appointed Chairman could bE! a person 
selected from within the industry or from 
outside it. Appointment of an independ€nt 
Chairman can generally be said to ensure 
impartiality. It can also ensure that the 

• Continued overleaf 
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Chairman can stand apart from and see 
more dispassionately industry concerns in 
which he has no strict personal involve
ment. It is also possible that he can eject 
skills and expertise gained in other fields 
that may assist in providing new solutions 
to industry problems. 

On the other hand, it may be said that 
Chairmen from within the industry usually 
go out of their way to divorce themselves 
from personal interests and in our ex
perience are extremely careful to perform 
their du,ies objectively and without bias. 
They also have a wealth of experience of 
industry affairs and a knowledge of their 
ramifications not easily acquired by 
persons not so involved. Likewise, they 
have less difficulty in gaining the con
fidence of industry and this is a factor of 
some importance in the successful opera
tions of a statutory authority. 

In summary, the position really comes 
down to finding the best man for the job, ir
respective of his origins. 

As to grower representatives, these will 
be selected from nominees submitted by 
The ADFA. The procedures by which The 
ADFA selects those nominees would, of 
course, be entirely a domestic matter for 
the Association. 

Before concluding, let me say a word 
about the serious problem of salinity con
trol in the Murray River area. 

This matter was given some attention by 
the lAC in its report on Dried Vine Fruit, 
following the presentation of evidence by 
The ADFA and State instrumentalities. 

You will know that the Commonwealth 
Government undertook, prior to last year's 
election, to provide $200 million over five 
years for water projects, including research 
into salinity problems. The Government 
has· set a high priority in dealing· with the 
salinity problem. It has engaged a firm of 
consultants, Maunsell and Partners Pty. 
Ltd., which has conducted some feasibility 
studies and has recommended a program 
covering salinity mitigation and drainage 
works. 

The consultant's report is currently being 
considered by an Inter-Government Steer· 
ing Committee, on which the States are 
represented. It is understood that the com· 
mittee will be submitting recommendations 
to Government in the near future. 

Mr President, ladies and gentlemen; with 
that said, I have great pleasure in declaring 
open the Fifty-Sixth Federal Council of 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
and I wish you very productive delibera
tions. 

6- October, 1978 

Californian crop devastated 
. Rain has wiped out a proportion of this year's Californian Sultana crop 
which was earlier estimated to be in the vicinity of 165,000 tonnes. 

Unfortunately for Californian growers the crop was harvested earlier 
than usual and 85 per cent was already on the ground on drying trays 
when the first heavy rains fell on September 4, and 5, last. This rain 
came·. from the south and falls over lhe whole area were recorded in ex
cess of one inch. 

This was followed by several days of high humidity - then came the 
second rains, this time from the north, which devastated the fruit drying 
on the ground. 

Early estimates put the crop loss at over 5~,000 t~n~~s and it is 
feared that Californian growers will only produce m the v1c1mty of 90,000 
tonnes of Sultanas. 

It has since been announced that there will be no Sultanas for export from 
the Californian market. 

INDUSTRY CONFERENCE 
The Association will call an Industry Con

ference in Mildura on November 29, 1978. 
Invitations will be issued to packing com
panies and Statutory bodies. 

The Conference will be held at the 
Grand Hotel, Mildura, commencing at 
10.30 a.m., after the next Board of 
Management meeting listed for November 
27 and 28, in Mildura. 

INFORMATION 
FIELD DAY 

The Association is to organise an In
formation Field Day for growers to be held 
on Thursday, November 16, 1978. Topics 
for the day will cover grower~hygiene, de
hydration and processing. 

The SA River Council will participate and 
South Australian growers will be brought in 
buses to attend. 

The tentative program provides for: A visit 
to the CSIRO Station at Merbein for dis
cussions on colour-sorting and dehydra
tion; then to the Department of Agriculture 
at lrymple, to discuss the need for grower 
hygiene in providing clean fruit. This will 
be followed by lunch, a visit to several pro
perties and a packing shed. The day will 
conclude with a Bar-B-Que tea. 

Branch secretaries will be notified of 
complete details in the near future and the 
day is open to all. A small charge will be 
made for meals. 

OLMO VISITS WA 
At the invitation of the WA Minister for 

Agriculture, Mr Old, the Emeritus 
Professor of Viticulture, Harold Olmo of the 
University of California, USA recently re
visited Western Australia to see the 
changes in viticulture since 1955 when he 
carried out a nine-month study of our 
grape industry under the auspices of the 
Vines Fruit Research Trust. 

Professor Olmo was in Australia to take 
part in the symposium "Vineyards in the. 
Year 2000", a part of the proceedings of 
the XXth International Horticultural 
Congress held in Sydney, NSW. 

At the conclusion of his work in West 
Australia, he published his findings in a 
book "A Survey of the Viticultural Industry 
of Western Australia" which has been a 
blueprint for the development of 
viticulture in WA and f?r much of Australia. 

Chief among his recommendations were 
the use of nematode resistant rootstocks, 
the importance of grapevine viruses and 
the introduction of virus free grape 
varieties, the establishment of premium 
quality table wine vineyards in the 
southern areas of the State and reorganisa
tion of the viticultural section of the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Professor Olmo was gratified to see that 
most of his recommendations had been 
adopted by vignerons but was disappoint
ed that a better trellising system for table 
grapes has not been universally adopted. 

Old-timers in the viticultural industry of 
WA will well remember the tall figure bustl
ing through the_ vineyards of the Swan 
Valley and the easy manner in which he 
communicated with everyone in the 
vineyard. It was unfortunate that owing_ to 
the illness of Mrs Olmo, a recept1on 
planned in Professor Olmo's honour had to 
be cancelled. 
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Eutypa dieback 
- New outlook for disease control 
By Dr M. Carter, Department of Plant Pathology, Waite Agricultural Research Institute, SA. 

"Gummosis", "dieback", "dying arm" of 
vines- call it what you will - is a disease 
of apricot trees and grapevines caused by 
a single fungus: Eutypa armeniacae. The 
South Afri_cans call it "tandpyn" (sore
tooth): the disease (although not the cause) 
had been known for a long time in 
vineyards of Cape Province. Whatever 
name is used, the problem is no newcomer 
to South Australian apricot and vine 
growers and there have been sufficient 
false hopes of control in the past 50 years 
to justify old-timers being sceptical about 
the offer of yet another one. 

The 1978 "New Outlook" is indeed novel, 
but soundly based. Those who haVe 
followed the history of research on this in
tractable problem in the past 10 years will 
recall the close partnership which began 
when Dr Bill Meller returned in 1967 from 
California to the South Australian Depart
ment of Agriculture and joined forces with 
the Waite Institute team to tackle the pro
blem with renewed vigour. The 'results of 
those labours have been published in detail; 
in su·mmary they are: 

• pruning wounds on apncot trees are 
susceptible to the disease for about two 
weeks only. 
• it is vital to protect these wounds im· 
mediately they are made - this means at 
the time of pruning. 

• protection can be achieved by flooding 
wounds with a suspension of a chemical of 
the benzimidazole group. 

In 1972, Bill Moller returned to California 
to join the ~xtension service of the univer
sity there, where his group has con
tinued to research this problem with 
vigour. Theiir efforts, and ours, have re
mained closely co-ordinated: their industry, 
and their problem with this disease, are 
on a bigger scale than ours. 

In California, effort has centred mainly on 
control by chemicals and by investigating 
alternative times for pruning; ours has cen
tred on a form of biological control which 
may be integrated with the chemical ap
proach, and (especially in the past two 
years) on developing a semi-automated 
method for applying these mixtures during 
the pruning operation. 

It is the last of these which has come of 
age in 1978 with the release of "WASP-;': 
Waite Automatic-spray Pneumatic - a 
combined pruning and spraying tool for 
use in apricot orchards and vineyards. 

Visitors to the Field Days at the Loxton 
Research Centre were offered a small 
brochure "Introducing 'WASP'" which 
describes the equipment, its mode of 
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operation and where it may be obtained. 
Copies of this brochure are available at 
your District Horticultural Adviser's office. 
A Waite Institute 16mm cine film in colour 
with optical soundtrack {"WASP": 8V2 rilin.J 
for use at Bureau meetings is available by 
application to the Secretary of the Waite 
Institute. 

"WASP" is now being manufactured in 
Adelaide by Peterson Industries who are 
working in close liaison with the design 
engineer, Mr Les Mullett, and with the 

Waite Institute Department of Plant 
Pathology. Their first production modeL lit
tle changed from our prototype which un
derwent mechanical proving trials in two 
Riverland commercial orchards in 1977, is 
expected to be a versatile tool which will 
appeal to growers who already have, or are 
contemplating purchasing, pneum.atic 
pruning rigs. 

Reprinted per courtesy of the SA Depart~ 
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries from The 
Riverland Newsletter, June, 1978. 

SCHEMATIC DIAGRAM OF 'WASP' 

1. Main air cylinder 
2. Handgun operating cylinder 
3. Day-service tank 
4. Air control valve 
5. Inlet port to pump 

PRUNE RESEARCH 
BULLETIN PUBLISHED 

The ADFA was recently notified that· the 
bulletin "Results of Prune Research in the 
Young District," was distributed to all 
Prune. growers in Young. Sufficient copies 
were also printed to supply the Grif
fith growers. These copies were left at the 
Griffith office of the Department of 
Agriculture for distribution. 

To those growers in Young who have not 
yet received a copy, we suggest you con
tact your local departmental office. Further 
details can be obtained from Mr J. F. Dirou, 
District Horticulturist, Young, NSW. 

6. Pump chamber 
7. Exit port from pump 
8. Pump-seal 
9. Piston return spring 
10. Reaction plate 
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HARRISON REPORTS -

Some bad news some good news 
Most reports have both good and bad news and this is no exception. 
There are three items of bad news, and I will give these to you first. 

It is now accepted everywhere that, after 
a prolonged waiting period, Greece, Spain 
and Portugal will all be admitted to the 
European Economic Community in 1980. 

We are already living with the ·conse
quences of the associate membership of 
Greece and Turkey. Since the United 
Kingdom and Ireland joined the Commu
nity, instead of enjoying a duty preference to 
those countries we are now paying a duty 
of four per cent entry on our fruit to all 
EEC cou·ntries including the UK and 
lrel'and. With fruit close to $1 ,000 per 
tonne the duty cost is about $40 per tonne 
and, since one t~ird of our production this 
year will go to the EEC, this means a cost 
of about $13 per tonne over the total 
Sultana pack. 

That is bad enough, but th~ real .danger 
now is that after Greece's entry, the Com
mon Agricultural Policy could be applied to 
Dried Vine Fruits. If that happened we 
could be in real trouble. The CAP is a com
plicated and variable matter, but in general 
its application would mean that no Dried 
Vine Fruit could be imported into the com
munity Until all the Greek crop was sold. 
After that there would be a system of 
quotas and licences. 

Up until now we have had no-trouble gain
ing entry for our produce since no existing 
community member produces Dried Vine 
Fruits. This is not so with other Australian 
primary products to the EEC where we find 
that· as· a proportion of total exports that 
portion going to EEC countries has 
declined from: 

1965/66 1976/77 
per cent per cent 

Beef and Veal .. 30 2 
Wine ............ 53 10 
Fresh Fruit .. 72 33 
S,ugar 46 3 
~utter .. 78 Nil 
Cheese. 35 1 

Behind those figures, of course, is the 
disruption of production (i!.nd losses faced 
by producers in Australia. 

This could be a serious problem for us, 
so what do we do about it? 

The Control Board has brought the mat
ter to·the attention of Government and will 
continue to do so. The Waren-Verein der 
Hamburger Bourse, ·which is an important 
aS$OCiation of German food importers, is 
enfisting similar associations in other Euro
pean Countries alid will make a joint ap
proach to Frucom which is the EEC body in 
Brussels making policy in such matters af
fecting fruit and vegetables. But it is ob-
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vious that the only place any meaningful 
representations can come from is Can
berra, and we should all do what we can to 
ensure that the Government and our local 
Federal members are fully informed with the 
importance of this matter. 

The second item of bad news is that the 
Canadian Government is at present review
ing tariffs and there is, I am afraid, quite a 
chance that we will lose our preference in 
that country. There is no certainty about 
this - a tariff negotiation is a very com
plicated matter. 

The Control Board has firmly and re
peatedly advised our Government on the 
matter but to be realistic we have to ac
cept, as a fact of life, that a small relatively 
prosperous industry such as ours may well 
suffer in a trade-off between Governments. 

The third item of bad news is Raisins___: 
Gordos and Walthams. In recent years pro
duction has been low. As a result seeded 
raisins have disappeared from general 
overseas use, particularly in the United 
Kingdom and Canada, and the price has 
risen sharply to those specialist users in 
those countries we could supply. 

In the absence of Mr Spiller, Mr 
J. C. Harrison, Deputy 
Chairman, Australian Dried 
Fruits Control Board, delivered 
the following report to Federal 
Council. 

In 1977 production increased and, as a 
result, we had a carry-over of about 950 
tonnes. This year it increased again and, on 
present indications, the carry-over could 
be 1 ,500 tonnes. Of course, we could sell 
this if we crashed the ·price from $1 ,250 
per tonne to (say) $900 or $950. That 
would have the effect of reducing grower 
returns from maybe $650 to maybe $4 75. 

Again, if we did this and 1979 produced 
only say 3,500 tonnes, we would be in 
short supply. If anybody has a crystal ball 
we'd be grateful for any news of future pro
duction, but overall the message is clear-· 
if you dry more Raisins in future they will 
return less money per tonne. 

On a brighter note, the Currant crop this 
year, as we all know, was short and the 
Control Board has only a few hundred 
tonnes to export. These will all go to New 
zealand at good prices. I would guess that 
the Currant grower will receive about $775 
per tonne in the sweat box. 

Mr Jim Harrison addresses Council; seated 
on the left is Mr Max Sutterby, President of 

Federal Council1978. 
The ADFA handed over 40,800 tonnes 

of Sultanas to the Control Board this year 
and offers to the various markets, and sales 
to date are: 

Quota Sales 

UK/Europe ......... 20.000 19.056 
canada ...... 10.000 8.067 
New Zealand 4.500 3.189 
Japan ...... 2.800 1.031 
Other Markets ..... 1.500 741 

2.000 

.40.800 32,084 

There is no doubt that the unsold 
balances in Canada, New Zealand and 
other markets will be sold. There is some 
doubt about Japan, where the market has 
been in a disturbed state for some time, 
but I believe they will take it. So we will 
have bare boards when the 1979 crop 
comes along. 

We had to take lower prices in most 
markets than those obtai ned in the short 
supply situation last year and, of course, 
costs have risen, but my guess is that the 
grower will receive about $675 in the 
sweatbox. 

• Continued opposite 
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The Annual Conference of Sultana 
Producing Countries was held in England 
last month. When Mr Spiller addressed you 
last year the 1977 Conference had just 
been held and statistics available then in
dicated that, on the expected- production 
and sales for the next year. there would be 
no oversupply and everybody should be 
out of fruit by the end of August - there 
could even be a shortage. 

This year's review confirmed that 
forecast. Production was in fact a little 
higher than estimated due to an excep
tional crop in Turkey, but sales were higher 
and the results the same. 

Actual stocks at May 31, 1978, expected 
sales, and uncommitted stocks at August 
31, f978, were given as 

Uncom~ Uncom~ 
mitted Esti- mitted 
Stock ated Stock 

31-5-78 Sales 31-8-78 

Afghanistan 7,000 7,000 
Australia 13,862 13,862 
Greece 28,500 28,500 
Iran 2,000 2,000 
South Africa 
Turkey 486 486 
USA 69.764 39.764 30,000 

TOTAL 121,612 91,612 30,000 

The carry over in USA is a policy de
cision on their part. They budget for it most 
years as a hedge against loss of the new 
crop. 

Exports from all·countries for the period 
1-6-1977 to 31-5-1978 were 350,389 
tonnes, of which 102,650 tonnes went to 
the Eastbloc countries. 

Production estimates for the coming crop 
were set at-

AfQhanistan .... . 
Australia ........ . 
Greece ........ . 
Iran ............ . 
South Africa .... . 
Turkey .......... . 
USA ............ . 

crop 

1978 
1979 
1978 
1978 
1979 
1978 
1978 

tonnes 

65,000 
65,000 
75,000 
55,000 
10,000 
82,000 

165,000 

517,000 

Domestic consumption for the coming 
year was expected to be-

tonnes 

Afghanistan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,000 
Australia . . . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . 18,000 
Greece.......................... 4,000 
Iran .... .'.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 18,000 
South Africa ......... , , ....... , , 5,000 
Turkey . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . . . . . 10,000 
USA ............................ 125,000 

190,000 
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Allowing for a contirluing carryover of 
30,000 tonnes in USA this means that 
there would be 327.000 tonnes available 
for world trade. Exports were 350,389 
tonnes in 1977/78 and 344,000 in 1976/77 
so we are certainly nor looking at an over
supply situation. 

Long-term production prospects were 
discussed and these ranged from a prohibi
tion on planting Sultanas and ripping out of 
Currants in Greece, no change in Australia, 
Iran, South Africa and Turkey. to a positive 
expansion· program in Afghanistan. The 
USA position is uncertain. where nobody 
knows anyway. 

However, there seems no prospect of 
any great change in overall production in 
the short to medium term. 

There was quite a long discussion on 
price, and it was clear that everybody want
ed more money but some, notably Turkey, 
were afraid of the effect it could have on 
consumption. The atmosphere was one of 
optimism, and far removed from the 
gloomy grumblings of two or three years 
ago .. The fact, and they all knew it, is that 
present prices are acceptable in the market 
place. Another factor was what we judged to 
be pressure ... from the Greek and Turkish 

Governments to get more money .out of the 
markets to reduce the losses they suffer in 
giving a support price to their producers. 

Last year Greece paid the growers 33 
drachs a kilo - that's about $A800 a tonne. 
The groWers are already demanding that 
this be increased to 39 drachs for 1978 
crop to cover inflation. anO cost rises. On 
top of that I was staggered to learn that 
packing house labour in Crete now costs 
2,000 drachs or nearly $A50 a day. 

No formal decisions on new crop price 
were taken (they cannot be anyway since 
nobody has full authority), but the im
pression was very clear that we are looking 
at a very firm market from here on. 

The Conference was addressed by 
representatives of the NDFTA of UK, and 
the Waren-Verein of Germany. Both made 
the point that present prices were accept
able and both asked for assistance in 
generic advertising in their countries. Con
ference agreed to a small scale generic 
program in each case but this has to be 
confirmed by the appropriate authority in 
each producing country before it can pro
ceed. 

A further Conference will be held in Tor
quay, England, in June, 1979. 

The European Econornic Community 

still our most important market 

Ever since The ADFA began to export Dried Vine Fruits in any quantity 
the United Kingdom has been a major market, together with Canada and 
New Zealand. Exports to Europe, other than the United Kingdom and 
Ireland were of little consequence until 1958 when some 8,200 tonnes of 
Sultanas were shipped to that market. Sales have increased since then 
and now the Community, including the United Kingdom, is our most im
portant buyer, taking some 25 per cent - 30 per cent of Sultana produc
tion each year. 

The following summary shows the relative importance to Sultana 
growers of both the United Kingdom and European markets and the, 
almost, static position on other markets, over the past eight years. 

1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977* 
*Not final. 

Sultana Production and Sales (tonnes) 

Au st. 
14,627 
12,968 
15,357 
15,040 
15,971 
13,238 
14,763 
18,257 

UK 
28,156 
10,091 
23,696 

6,648 
6,316 

15,286 
9,982 
5,767 

Europe 
18,477 
2,157 

19,998 
4,660 
6,090 
9,447 

11,683 
8,072 

Other 
20,140 
19,874 
33,329 
17,667 
21,964 
27,263 
22,686 
18,833 

Total 
81,400 
45,090 
92,380 
44,015 
50,341 
55,234 
59,114 
50,947 
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AVOCADOES - Go carefully 
"It's one of the most expensive crops in 
the world to grow properly." 

FOR SALE 

VINES & CITRUS 
MATERIALS 

The avocado is the original money 
tree. Or so it seems to thousands 
of get-rich-quick city Australians 
- and more than a few otherwise 
level-headed farmers. 

So many people want to drop what 
they're cjoing to get into this subtropical 
fruit crop that one word of advice is in or
der- don't. 

That caution comes from a grower who 
knows, Cookie Leon. Cookie knows the 
traps. He's been "in" avocados for 33 years 
in South Africa and Australia. 

Cookie - the childhood pet name has 
stuck; now he doesn't even tell people 
what his initials. L. E., stand for - came 
from South Africa to enjoy Australia's 
political freedom. He was looking for the 
best spot on earth after Tr~nsvaal to grow 
avocadoes. He found it on the basalt hills· 
overlooking Ball ina, northern NSW. 

Cookie and son John, {who teaches on 
week days and farms at weekends until the 
trees start bearing) have founded one of 
Australia's few nurseries selling indexed 
avocado planting material of improved 
American origin. Until the first Hass variety 
crop starts bearing this spring the farm in
come has been from sales of grafted trees. 

Because he is Australia'5 most ex
perienced grower people come from .all 
over the country to ask how to get started 
in the tropical pear. His advice: Keep a 
bank open of $40 for each tree planted on 
your irrigated land. Some listen· and avoid 
financial disaster; some don't. 

"Everyone goes into avocadoes with ex
aggerated ideas of profits," he says in the 
modern brick home he built in the shade of a 
giant teak tree. "BUt this is one of the most 
expensive crops in the world to grow pro
perly. 

"Many city investors have lost a lot of 
money on avocadoes. The only growers 
making money are old-established farmers 
who are working steadily at the job. I know 
only fiVe or six of them in NSW and 
Queensland." 

Mat Walsh gives similar advice. "Go 
carefully" he says. And Mat should know. 

As well as being president of the 
Avocado Growers Association of Australia, 
he is picking from what he considers the 
ideal one-family farm-size 400 trees. He 
admits this gives him "a reasonable income 
$20,000 to $30,000 in a fair season. 

But he was an expert to start with - a 
NSW Agriculture Department farm adviser 
on the North Coast before h.e retired. Even 
so, he admits he has had to learn a lot. 

Just back from a study tour of advocado 
orchards in California, Mat Wal$h is worried 
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by what he saw there- thousands of trees 
dying from a mysterious disease. 

Called Black Streak, the disease has no 
· known cause or cure. Worse, it could come 

to Australia on imported fruit. 

The growers' association, alerted by 
warnings from an Australian study tour to 
the. US, has called on the Minister for 
Health, Mr Hunt, to slam an immediate ban 
on US avocadoes. 

But Mr Hunt, on the advice of quarantine 
officers, has already rejected growers' 
earlier pleas that 1 ,800 cartons of Califor
nian avocadoes imported last April could 
already have introduced Black Streak. 

Australia already has enough native and 
imported threats to the avocado. Not the 
least is phytophthora root rot. The fungus, 
Phytophthora C"innamomi, has killed 
thousands of avocado trees and put more 
than a few growers out of business. 

The difficulties and costs of growing this 
newly popular fruit are too rarely un
derstood by would-be growers. 

Reprinted per courtesy of NATIONAL 
.FARMER. 

MAKE-UP PAY 

Contact: 

SUNNYCUFF NURSERIES 

For all: 

CITRUS TREES 
VINE ROOTLINGS 
GRAFTED ROOTSTOCKS 

Also CONTRACT PROPAGATION can 
be arranged for your: 

Green or Hardwood 
cuttings 

Bench grafted rootstocks 
Citrus trees 

For orders or details write: 

PO Box 369 lrymple, Vic, 3498 
or phone (050) 24-5459 

AH: (050) 24·5500 

- Are you fully COVERED? 

From enquiries reaching this office it seems that some growers - and some other 
employers- are not fully aware of their liability for Workers' Compensation Make-up Pay. 1 n 
brief the provisions of the Dried Fruitsetc.lndustry Award provide that: 

"Where a weekly employee receives an injury for which worke~s· compensation is pay
able, the employer shall pay to the employee each week such amount as will together with 
the compensation bring the total amount up to the employee's full award rate. These pay~ 
ments shall continue during the period of the employee's incapacity up to a maximum of 
26weeks." 

Similar provisions are included in all Industry Awards although, in some cases, the 
period for make-up pay may extend to twelve months. 

In Victoria th_e cover provided by a standard Workers' Compensation Insurance ranges 
from $73 per week for a single man to $107 per week maximum for a married man with two or 
more children. 

If you are employing a single permanent block hand at {say) on award rate of $130 per 
week and he is injured he would receive $73 per week from your Insurer and you would 
be required to make up the difference of $57 per week. In the case of a married man the 
lnsyrance Company would pay $93 per week plus $7 per week for each child under 16 to 
a maximum of $107 a week. Your liability accordingly would vary between $37 per week 
and $23 per week. 

Additional insurance can be obtained to cover this increased liability but at a premium 
loadirig of 12V2 per cent above the base rate. Growers therefore have to make a judge
ment assessment of whether to insure at the lower rates and possibly incur additional 
liabilities, or insUre at the higher rates and be free of all liabilities. 

One thing is essential, make sure your insurance agent is selling you the insurance you 
want. The cheaPer insurance is not always the best. 
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JOJOBA 
- Temper interest with caution 
Public interest has waxed high re
cently in the production of jojoba 
(pronounced ho-ho-bar) a plant 
whose seeds contain a unique 
liquid wax. The wax, commonly 
called jojoba oil, can substitute for 
sperm whale oil and has potential 
uses in extreme pressure lubrica
tion and the manufacture of cos
metics, soap, plastics, surface 
coating and candles. 

Mr R. H. Taylor, Assistant Director
General of the Victorian. Department of 
Agriculture said that interest. needed to be 
tempered with caution. There were many 
technical and economic unknowns in 
establishing, growing, harvesting and 
marketing jojoba (Simmondsia chinensis) 
as a commercial operation which needed 
to be resolved if a new industry were to de
velop on viable terms. 

Mr Taylor explainded that jojoba was a 
woody perennial shrub native to the 
Sonoran desert region of MeXico and 
South Western USA Jojoba had been of 
botanical interest in the last century. Odd 
plants had .been introduced into Australia 
at various times ·as specimens and for trial 
as soil binding plaots at Broken Hill where 
two bushes still survived. They· were 
female plants and had not produced any 
seed until last year when a few seeds set 
after a male plant has been established 
nearby. 

The transition of jojoba from a wild plant 
to a cultivated crop had been the subject of 
intensified research in the USA and Israel 
since about 1970 and more recently in 
Australia following a visit by Dr N. Viet
meyer of the USA Academy of Sciences, in 
1974. 

In Victoria limited investigations were be
ing undertaken on a collaborative basis by 
the Department of Agriculture, the 
University of Melbourne and the CSI RO. 

Mr Taylor said that while some trial plant
ings had been by private interests there 
was no local information on productivity of 
jojoba under Australian conditions. 

Preliminary studies of growth and de
velopment by the CSIRO Division of Plant 
Industry at the C~nberra phytotron have in
dicated that jojoba may be adapted to the 
warmer inland regions of Australia includ
ing parts of North Western Victoria: The 
studies also showed that while established 
plants were frost hardy, flo~ering which 
normally occured in winter, was severely 
affected by frost and it was likely that seed 
yields would be highly variable from year 
to year. 
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Other problems to be resolved included: 

• Sexing of plants - only female plants 
produced seed, but the sex of plants could 
not be determined until they flowered for 
the first time at 3 to 5 years of age. Normal 
seedlings produced an excess of male over 
female plants, but only one male to about 
six female plants would be needed in a 
plantation. 

• The long lead time to full production
probably at least ten years. 

• The development of harvesting tech
niques and equipment - the peanut sized 
seed falls to the ground at maturity. 

• The selection of superior strains -
while one strain known as "Vista" had been 
selected from the wild populations it would 
take many years of breeding and selection 
to incorporate all the characteristics re
quired of a cultivated plant. 

• The methods of establishment and care 
of plantation tubed seedlings, Which were 
available commercially, could be 
transplanted and -techniques for striking 
cuttings were known, but optimum planting 
patterns and management practices were 
unknown. 

• The economic aspects of production in
cluding marketing arrangements - the 
present high price of the oil at up to $10 
per kilogram reflected its rarity and 
specialist uses in cosmetics and 
pharmaceuticals. While the demand for 
these uses may not be satisfied in the 
foreseeable future it could be expected 
that the price would fall substantially as 
production rose and market outlets for 
lower priced industrial uses became 
necessary. 

Mr Taylor said that additional comments 
on some of these issues were included in a 
leaflet on jojoba in the Department's Ag 
note series which should be available from 
DiStrict Offices throughout the State within 
a few Weeks. 

Further information can be obtained from 
Mr B. D. Wightman, Agronomist (Oilseeds), 
Department of Agriculture. 22 Lydiard 
.Street, South Ballarat, Vic., 3550, 
Telephone (053) 31-1733. Mr Wightman 
would be maintaining a close contact with 
local and overseas workers and the 
Australian scientists attending the third in
ternational conference on jojoba in 
California during September. 

Delegates to Federal Council 1978 
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Stabilisation 
Scheme 
approved 

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr I an 
Sinclair, recently announced that the Gov
ernment had agreed to incorporate the 
principles of the Dried Vine Fruits 
Stabilisation Scheme which had applied to' 
seasons 1971 to 1976 in a new scheme to 
cover the three seasons 1978, 1979 and 
1980, with certain modifications. 

Mr Sinclair said that the new scheme 
would involve significant modifications to 
particular elements of the former scheme. 
The new scheme would apply to Sultanas 
only and not include Currants or Raisins. 
The exclusion of Currants and Raisins for 
these three seasons. would not preclude 
their re-inclusion should a further scheme 
for Stabilisation of Dried 'line Fruit be con
sidered beyond 1980. 

Other modifications included a reduction 
in the tonnage guaranteed in any season to 
60,000 tonnes and a reduction to 50,000 
tonnes in the minimum production figure 
which must be exceeded in a season 
before an industry contribution could 
become payable. The Government also 
agreed to extend the limit on a Com
monwealth contribution to $25 per tonne. 

The Minister said that for season 1978 a 
base price of $515 per tonne had been 
agreed with the industry. This figure took 
into account the fact that producers' costs 
had been rising while also being consistent 
with general market expectations. For sub
sequent seasons this figure would be ad~ 
justed by the same monetry increase in an 
index of cash costs. 

The scheme would be reviewed at the 
end of the 1979 season with a view to de
termining longer term action. The max
imum Government financial commitment 
under the scheme would be 1.5 million an
nually. 

The Minister further stated that industry 
monies held in the Raisin Stabilisation 
Fund under the 1971-1976 scheme would 
be returned to growers in accordance with 
the provisions of the Dried Vine Fruits 
Stabilisation Act, 1971. 

Equalisation for 
Dried Vine Fruit 

Legislation would be introduced in the 
Budget Sittings of the Parliament to imple
ment a statutory scheme for equalising the 
returns for Dried Vine Fruit sold on the 
Australian market and on the export 
markets. 

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr I an 
Sinclair, said that the scheme would 

Presentation to Jim Duff 

Left - right: Mr Max Sutterby, President Federal Council, presents~ watc~ to Jim Duff, WA 
representative on the Board of Management, commemorating hiS ret1rement from the 
Board, while Bill Jackson looks on. 
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replace the .industry's voluntary arrange
ments which had been in force in one way 
or another to eQualise returns between the 
higher-priced domestic market and the 
lower-priced export markets since 1911. 

The statutory scheme would be a com
pulsory levy/disbursement arrangement 
under which packing houses would receive 
for ultimate payment to growers an 
equalised return from domestic and export 
sales. Levies would be raised on the pro
duction of each variety of fruit, but there 
would be an exemption for production 
which was exported. 

The rate of levy would be the difference 
between an assessed average domestic re
turn and an assessed average export return 
to the packing house. Levy proceeds would 
form varietal equalisation funds into which 
also would be paid by exporters, export re
ceipts in excess of the average assessed 
export return. Disbursement from the funds 
would be made to packers to achieve the 
equalised return. 

The Minister further stated that the ad
ministration of the scheme would rest with 
the industry's statutory export board. 

Board to be 
restructured 

The Minister for Primary .·Industry, Mr I an 
Sinclair, recently confirmed that the 
Australian Dried Fruits Control Board 
would be restructured. 

The restructured body, which would be 
known as the Australian Dried Fruits 
Corporation, would, aside from .its ad
ministration of the equalisation scheme, 
continue the regulatory control of export 
carried out by its predecessor. It would 
also have a power to engage in trade, sub
ject to ministerial approval, and authority 
to borrow for this purpose. It is also pro
posed that appropriate provision be made 
in the legislation for a Government 
guarantee for such borrowings. 

Mr Sinclair said that the new Corporation 
would have fewer members than the pre
sent Board. It will have eight members 
against the present Board's eleven mem
bers. The membership envisaged was as 
follows: 

• A Government appointed Chairman 
• A Commonwealth Government represen

tative 
• Four members to represent growers 
• Two Members with special qualifications. 

The Minister stated that it was the Gov
ernment's intention that these arrange
ments be in operation in time for the 1979 
packing season. 
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FROM THE HOME ECONOMIST 

Report of activities 
The past few months have seen the concentration of work efforts direct
ed towards major campaigns initiated by the Agents. 

The highly successful "Back to Basics" 
national menu campaign sponsored· by 
Anchor, attraCted two-and-half times more 
than the'number of entries received by the 
elaborately staged Royal Doulton-Robert 
Carrier-Women's Weekly cooking competi
tion held recently. As head of the judging 
panel I visited each State to adjudicate the 
State finals, and returned to Sydney on 
August 16 to h~lp decide the .National win
ner. 

Several of these interstate visits coin
cided with work projects and business as
sociated with The ADFA and CDFS. and on 
each occasion every effort was ma(je to 
maintain contact with as many food trades 
people as.was possible. 

Another judging commitment included 
the Tasmanian State Final of the CWA, 
which was covered by both newspaper and 
televiSion media. 

The annual West Australian CWA coOk
ing competition again attracted consider
able interest and proved immensely popular. 
The Dried Fruits Industry was afforded 
generous publicity and acknowledgement, 
not only through media channels but also 
by the Premier Of that State_. This competi
tion has developed into a well-publicised 
and generously sponsored annual event 
whereby we have the support of Ansett 
Airlines, appliance manufacturers, Western 
Australian Institute of Techhnology, 
Anchor Foods and the Secondary Schools 
department. . 

I was proud to represent the Industry in 
the capacity as official judge of all cookery 
at the recent Royal Melbourne Show. This 
gesture reflects the appreciation for the 
vauable support the Industry gives to the 
agricultural regions throughout Victoria. 

Considerable recipe testing has been ac
complished for the compilation of an ex
tensive pre-Christmas campaign to be un
dertaken by Australia's two largest utility 
companies, the Sydney County Council 
and Gaslight Companies. 

Their campaigns are based on our work 
and not only will the metropolitan areas of 
Sydney benefit from this promotion, but as
sociated with the County Council will be an 
opportunity for me to compere one of their 
30-minute television programs which is re
layed to four other States. 

Closer to home, extensive recipe tesfing 
has been completed to tie in with a five
day in-store Festive Cooking promotion to 
be held at McEwan's Bourke Store com
mencing Octa;ber 23. The cake pan 
manufacturer, Willow Ware, requested we 
develop recipe formulae to accommodate 
specific bakeware they are promoting that 
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week. Supported by complimentary media 
advertising the campaign is in the for.m of 
daily cooking demonstrations, lucky wheel 
prizes in the form of packages of Dried 
Fruits, and related recipes will be distribut
ed to the public. 

Acknowledging the fact that Dried Fruits 
are not retai_led through McEwans, for the 
small outlay it is a splendid opportunity to 
promote early Christmas cooking to the 
usually heavy in-store traffic. 

At CDFS's request a set of Christmas re
cipes was prepared and supplied, in
corporating the special conditions of 
Sanitarium food standards, and these will 
be used for their National Christmas cam
paign. Also as a part of this project was the 
production of a header-display card, for 
which I produced the food to be photo
graphed. 

Already we are receiving enquiries and 
requests for Christmas recipes - probably 
the earliest I can recollect. This unusual 
facet coincided with the largest volume of 
requests received for Industry information, 
project -material and general recipe in
formation in my period of service to the In
dustry. 

We are well under way to finalising the 
format for next year's contribution in the 
Australian Social Studies' magazine. This 
publication is received by the Heads of all 
Australian Primary Schools, and the prin
cipals of the Research and Curriculum 
Branch in the Education Departments. 

I am of the opinion that it is our most ef
fective means of reaching the senior level 
segment of all State departments, and 
ensures that our industry is constantly ac
cessible from a study point of view. We are 
taking six pages, which will be divided into 
two pages covering Vine Fruits, one page 
on Prunes, one page on Tree Fruits and a 
two-page middle spread on Nutrition. 

A recently completed assignment for 
CDFS was the preparation of food for and 
the attendance at the production of a 
television commercial filmed in Sydney. 
CDf=S have also arranged for me to appear 
on an eight-minute television segment with 
Channel 10 Sydney, to discuss the nutri
tional merits of Dried Fruits as well as 
Christmas cooking. The program will be 
showri in Sydney and Brisbane. 

Two Melbourne papers, "Weekly Times" 
and "The Sun" have accepted articles pre
pared by us for their use, based on aspects 
of cookery adjudication and Christmas foods 
around the world. The Melbourne "Herald" 
published our Dried Fruit recipes and as
sociated copy to coincide with Federal 
CounciL 

Close contact has been maintained with 
the William Angliss Food Trades School 
where I assisted in the Shiraz grape trials, 
and at Emily McPherson College where I 
have been approached to address classes 
on Food Science and the preparation of 
food for Photography. 

With marketing muscles being flexed by 
Agents, the Home Economics Department 
of the Industry is experiencing an exciting 
and full workload situation as new op
portunities are created and new work 
aspects introduced. The indications are 
that the months before Christmas will see 
an increase in tempo in this regard. 

Call for halt 
to plantings 

MIA wine grape growers have been ad
vised not to expand current vineyards. This 
followS the annual meeting of the MIA 
Wine Grapes Planting Advisory Commit~ 
tee. 

In a press release following the meeting, 
the committee said it had been advising a 
slow down in the rate of expansion during 
the past few years. 

"The present over-supply position of MIA 
production is aggravated bY an Australia
wide surplus which is anticipated to be 
40,000 tonnes of both red and white 
varieties," the report stated. The commit
tee advised that there should be no ex
pansion of the present area of grapes and 
that ideally the current tonnage of shiraz 
should:be reduced by half. 

"The closure of Penfolds Winery will also 
aggravate the local stipp/y problem with 
white grapes." according to the report 

"In the coming season growers are ad
vised to grow as small a crop of red wine 
varieties as possible. "This can be 
achieved by removal of vines or by altering 
cultural practices such as October or Nov
ember pruning or witholding irrigation. 
These systems will be fully discussed at 
forthcoming growers' meetings called by 
the Wine Grapes Marketing Board." 

The committee stressed that any re
construction programmes involving wine 
grapes should not be carried out before full 
consultation with winemakers. 

Chairman of the committee. Roy Sainty, 
said production from the MIA was 67,559 
tonnes from 4,321 hectares of plantings, a 
drop of about 7,000 tonnes on the previous 
year. He said this was due mainly to the 
hot and dry conditions of the growing 
season. There was an increase in plantings 
last year of 212 hectares with Trebbiano and 
Semillon being planted to the extent of 
172 hectares, he said. 

Present plantings of vines could, in good 
years, give a production of about 90,000 
tonnes within two years. 

Reprinted from The Australian Grapegrower 
and Winemaker, August, 1978. 
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HAll INSURANCE -
Can you afford to ignore it! 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association's hail damage insurance scheme 
was launched in August to provide cover for the 1979 crop. 

The scheme operates on approximately 
1.23 per cent premium rate and Lloyds of 
London will insure the grape crops through 
C. E. Heath Underwriting Agencies (Aust.) 
Ltd. The scheme covers Currants, 
Sultanas, Raisins and Waltham Cross 
grapes, as well as wine variety grapes. 

Response to the new scheme has been 
gOod with some 20,000 acres of vines in
sured by growers in the first month of 
operation. 

The insurance is available to growers 
within the Mid-Murray, Sunraysia and 
Riverland areas of Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia. It became ef
fective at four o'clock in the afternoon of 
August 1, 1978. or 48 hours after four 
o'clock in the afternoon on the day of issue 
of cover. whichever was the later, and it 
will remain in force until four o'clock in the 
afternoon of May 31, 1979. 

Conditions of the scheme include: 

• That no claim will be accepted unless· 
losses exceed 20 per cent on the maximum 
insured quantity in relation to a 10-acre 
area. or the total area of the property 
whichever is the smaller. 

• The grower is to qear the first 20 per 
cent of total (aggregate) losses assessed in 
relation to the maximum insured quantity 
of a 1 0-acre area, and where the property 
is less than 10 acres over the whole pro
perty. 

• The maximum insured quantity is based 
on the BAE average production of Dried 
Vine Fruits of 7.6 tonnes per acre. 

e Claims payment for 1979 will given an 
idemnified rate of $932 per acre (with the 
grower paying the first 20 per cent). 

Fruit salvaged will be that of the growers, 
providing the amount salvaged is not in ex
cess of the difference between the indem
nified value and that of the actual value. 

For the assessment of losses, an in
surance loss assessor would be appointed 
in Melbourne, but the utilisation of· ex
perienced growers from other areas would 
be commissioned to assist in the de
termination of claims. 

Return to Growers Maximum Insured 
if total losses cover Value 
acres $1M $2M $3M 
1,342 (a) ......... $745 $745 $745 
1,500 ........ 666 745 745 
1,750 ............ 571 745 745 
2,000 ........ 500 745 745 
2,250 .......... 444 745 745 
2,500 ........ 400 745 745 
2,684 (b) ..... 745 745 
2,750 ............. 364 737 745 
3.000. 333 666 745 
3,250 ............. 308 615 745 
3,500 ......... 286 571 745 
4,000 ······· ...... 250 500 745 
4,026 (c) . . . . . . . . . 745 
4,500 ............. 222 444 666 
5,000 .......... 200 400 600 
(a) Maximum acreage covered at $745 on 
$1M cover. 
(b) Maximum acreage covered at $745 on 
$2M cover. 
(c) Maximum acreage covered at $745 on 
$3M cover. 

Premiums totalling $170,000 will be re
quired to provide cover of $1 million; 
$228,000 for a $2 million cover and 
$276,000 for a cover of $3 million. 
Growers will be more interested in the unit 
cost and examples of these are: For a cov
erage on 25,000 acres for $1 million -
$6.80 an acre; for $2 million - $9.12 per 
acre; and for $3 million- $9.20 per acre. 

If the total coverage were for 30,000 
acres, the unit costs would be: For $1 
million - $5.66 per acre; for $2 million -
$7.60 and for $3 million- $9.20 per acre. 

To get the scheme started The ADFA 
commenced selling at $9.25 an acre, which 
included 5c for administration costs, and 
will require participation covering over 
18,000 acres. This will provide a cover of 
$1 million. · 

As soon as enough participants are ob
tained to cover 18,000 acres, the scheme 
will be extended in $V2 million moves so 
that by the time 30,000 acres are covered 
the value of cover will reach $3 million. 
The beauty of the scheme is that as soOn 
as growers sign they know they have a $1 
million cover. 

Their $9.20 premium in the initial stages 
of the scheme is equal to· a little over $5 a 
tonne average crop of Sultanas. As in most 
cases the actual payment of premiums will 
be through packing house accounts, 
growers will be unlikely to notice payment 
of the"premiums at around $5 a tonne. 

The scheme has been made poSsible 
only because it has been pushed as a 
packaged deal by The ADFA. It will need 
to be supported by growers for the pre
mium rate to be achieved. 

In considering the scheme, growers 
should remember that, despite the many 
promises from politicians, groWers hit by 
the storms of -last year received nothing 
outside the set guidelines of the disaster 
scheme agreement between the Federal 
and State Governments. Despite numerous 
requests they received no grants to help 
them carry on to the next crop and no 
grants to replace damaged racks. 

• Continued opposite 

The aggregate of all losses in any one 
season will not exceed the sum insured
commencing at $1 million and extending in 
multiples of $Y2 million. In the event of 
claims being more than the sum insured, 
the payment to growers will be appor
tioned over claims approved according to a 
schedule set out in the following table. The Red Cliffs hail disaster in 1977 caused damage to almost 600 growers. 
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Although the Rural Finance and Settle
ment Commission acted promptly to give 
what help it could, this help did not extend 
beyond the rigid limits of the disaster 
agreement. Under The ADFA scheme. with 
compensation payments in April and June, 
growers will at least know they will have 
some finance to carry on. 

With growers bearing the first 20 per 
cent of any Joss and with an inswred value 
of $932 an acre, the return to growers 
against a total loss would be $745 an acre. 
The smaller the area involved in hail 
damage the greater the compensation to a 
maximum of $745 an acre. 

STOP PRESS 

Hail hits 
Merbein 

On September 26 last, a hail 
storm hit West Merbein and 
passed south through the 
Koolong, Birdwoodton and 
Cardross areas of Victoria. The 
preliminary estimates of damage 
carried out by officers of the Vic
torian Department of Agriculture, 
at Mildura, indicate that some 
6,600 acres of vines have been af
fected with a possible loss of up to 
2,600 tonnes of Sultanas. 

Due to a number of growers suf
fering some hail damage and still 
wanting to insure the remainder of 
their crop, The ADFA temporarily 
suspended accepting new hail in
surance policies over September 
27 and 28 last, until an assessment 
of the damage caused was carried 
out. During that period The ADFA 
appointed assessors who carried 
out assessments on the properties 
of persons making claims against 
the insurance fund. To date, 
claims in excess of $225,000 have 
been received. 

The Hail Insurance Scheme is 
now open again and The ADFA is 
now accepting hail insurance pre
miums either through packing 
companies or sent direct to ADFA 
Head Office, in Melbourne. 

The Association would like to 
thank assessors for the excellent 
job done at such short notice and 
also packing companies for their 
help and support. 
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IRRIGATION SEMINAR 

A seminar on Irrigation Efficiency or
ganised by the Australian National Commit
tee - International Commission on Irriga
tion and Drainage, will be held in Sydney, 
NSW, from May 15·17, 1979. 

The Committee hopes to attract a wide 
selection of papers from the agriculture 
and engineering professions ranging from 
reviews of current practice through to pro
jected developments·. 

The International Commission on Irriga
tion and Drainage was formed in 1950 to 
stimulate and promote the development 
and application of sciences and techniques 
in irrigation and drainage. There are seven
ty (70) contributing countries each with its 
own National Committee. 

The Australian National Committee. 
which has the responsibility of bringing 
together agriculturists and engineers ac~ 
tively interested in this work, decided at its 
last annual meeting to organise a seminar 
on Irrigation Efficiency to be held in one of 
the Eastern Mainland States in mid-1979. 

With the emphasis having swung away, at 
least tempor-arily, from the construction·of 
new irrigation schemes, the Committee 
conSiders such a seminar will be a timely 
opportunity for Australian planners, scien
tists and engineers to establish personal 
contacts, share present knowledge and ex
plore new. techniques and projected de
velopments. 

It is hoped that the compilation of 
seminar papers will serve as a guide to cur
rent practices and a platform for further de
velopment .in the pursuit of ·irrigation effi
ciency. 

The following headings are suggested as 
likely areas of interest: 

(1) Channel (or water) distribution effi
ciency; 

(2) Farm application efficiency; 
(3) Overall efficiency in water use; 
(4) Incentives for irrigation efficiency. 

ENQUIRIES 

CorrespQndence relating to the Seminar 
(and proposals for papers) should be ad
dressed to: The Secretary, Australian Na
tional Committee ICID, GPO Box 2454, 
Brisbane, Qld., 4001. 

Budget deals blow 
to Brandy industry 

Brandy producers and grapegrowers 
face severe hardship following the exhorbi~ 
tant increase in excise announced in the 
Fraser authorised Budget. 

The chairman of the brandy division of 
the Australian Wine and Brandy Producers 
Association. Mr G. J. Kraehe, described 
the rise as a disaster and said that the 
Riverland area of South Australia would be 
massively affected. 

Kraehe said the Government had been 
pressed to reduce excise on brandy and in
stead had lifted it massively. Excise on 
brandy had risen by 600 per cent since 
1972, said Mr Kraehe. 

Industry spokesmen said they estimated 
that, based on the excise figure, the Gov
ernment would make at least $1,870 from a 
tonne of brandy grapes, while the grower 
would get only $125 a tonne. 

The only hope for the industry was for 
favourable Government consideration 
when the lAC's investigation of the in· 
dustry was completed. However. this would 
be too late to benefit some Riverlarid 
brandygrape·growers. 

This could also have an effect on the 
Dried Fruit industry as growers may' now 
decide to dry some of their doradillas in
~tead of supplying them to the brandy in
dustry. 

WILliAMS ENGINEERING 
Pty. Ud .. 

Ramco Road, Ramco, SA 

Sole manufacturers of the patented 

"WILLIAMS APRICOT CUTTING MACHINE" 
The only complete mechanical cutting machine 
available to effectively reduce cutting costs and 

to enable a planned cutting schedule to be maintained. 

AJI communications to: 
BOX 416, POST OFFICE 
WAJKERIE 
SA5330 

Phone: 
(085) 41 2034 
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~:t, raisins,cunants, 
Apricots, peaches, prunes. 

--------~-------------~----------------------
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