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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
Fellow growers, 
The immediate period ahead seems certain to be even more difficult than the tough times of the 

past year. During the past year we have been subjected to new problems compounding those 
already taking their toll: 

• The wor1d's surplus of sultanas has grown. 
• Returns from all markets have fallen. 
• Growers' incomes have plummeted and production costs increased. 
• Federal and State Governments have imposed new taxes on wine and spirits. 
• Subsidised imports of dried vine fruits into Australia have increased and forced a reduction of 

our prices, and a reduced potential volume for sales of our own fruit. 
• The call for an inquiry resulted in short term recommendations that provided no assistance, 

and long tenn draft recommendations that if adopted would have horrific consequences for 
the total grape growing industry. 

The public inquiry is over and the final report to Government is expected at the end of this month. 
If there is to be any relief from our enduring problems, it can come in either of three forms, or their 
combination: 
1 . There is potential for temporary relief arising from a major crop failure occuring in other produc

ing countries. The Greek and Turkish crop estimates for the present harvest show a combined 
reduction of 30,000 tonnes, and the huge U.S.A. projections have now been reduced by 
65,000 tonnes. Unless there are further losses in other countries, the wor1d surplus of 160,000 
tonnes will grow a further 18,000 tonnes by August 1985. All of this growth will be from Thomp
son Seedless Raisins produced in the USA. In fact, light type Sultanas are not projected to be 
surplus to normal requirements . The depression of world prices can be attributed directly to the 
huge expansion of Raisins production within the USA and attempts the sell this fruit into export 
markets. 

2. Relief of a more stable nature would occur from reduced production in the USA. The presently 
unprofitable returns indicate that some adjustment of USA production is inevitable (as it is in 
Australia). 

3. Further relief for Australian growers requires immediate assistance from our Governments to 
safeguard erosion of sales volume and returns from the Australian market against the unloading of 
the wor1d surplus. The A.D.F.A. has won a partial relief from this threat by the Australian Customs 
applying a cash security against imports of Greek fruit, pending final determination of our 
countervailing duty application. 
The I.A. C. draft report recommends reduced assistance which would force returns to growers 

even lower, and turn back the clock to the calamitous time when "dog eat dog" rules were the 
marketing order. The lAC. proposes to end the A.D.F.A.'s exemption from the Trade Practices Act, 
which presently allows the industry to detennine unifonn bulk prices for Australian fruit sold on the 
domestic market. Furthermore, the I.A. C. has recommended no additional protection against cheap 
imports. The I.A. C. favours adjustment of the industry by reducing legislative support for marketing 
arrangements and thus exposing the industry to the wild fluctuations that occur on wor1d markets. 

The Australian Government has no declared policy on assistance to the dried fruits industry and 
will not detennine one until some time after the final I.A.C. report is available. 

The I.A. C. recipe for adjustment has no target for production, makes no judgement on the speed 
of adjustment or the degree of social upheaval likely to result from implementation of its proposals. 
This market forces, unstructured recipe is in stark contrast to the A.D.F.A.'s plan for assisted, struc· 
tured adjustment over a period of time more appropriate to horticultural industries. 

The central theme of the A.D.F.A.'s plan is to progressively gear production to more closely 
match the long term trend in market returns. 

The Market Entitlement Scheme is the only mechanism proposed to address the need to stabilise 
production and returns for dried vine fruits, while at the same time providing disciplines for future pro· 
duction decisions. The Entitlement Scheme should not be judged in isolation as it is only one part of 
an adjustment package which includes safeguarding returns and volumes from the Australian market. 
The A.D.F.A. package also proposes real assistance to foster adjustment, with expanded application 
of the Rural Adjustment provisions, for example vine-pull compensation. 

There has been wide-spread support for the principles of this approach . There has also been 
criticism from elements concerned about the effect of the scheme on other sectors of the grape in· 
dustry. The critics have focused attention on the Market Entitlement Scheme rather than addressing 
the impact on the total grape industry of failing to stabilise the dried fruits industry. Appropriate 
Government safeguards are required to address the fundamental problems of gross wor1d wide over· 
supply of grapes, to which we are all extremely vulnerable. 

The A.D.F.A. intends to fight hard to achieve a sound base for those within the industry to plan their 
future . 

Henry Tankard, 
Chairman, 

A.D.F.A. Board of Management. 
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Let me show you 
how to have 

investments that 
are inflation 

protected and 
tax free 

Why save at all if the value of your 
money only falls? 

In a building society, credit union or 
~ther traditional savings institution your 
mterest may not even match inflation. 

And the interest your savings earn 
is taxable. 

Every year your money wiU buy 
less. 

Between June 1974 and June 1984 
the buying power of the dollar fell to 
nearly32cents (C.P.I. figures) . 

What will your dollar be worth next 
year, and the year after? 

What can you do? 
You can call Australian Fixed Trusts. 
The tax-free alternative. 
And get the added strength of 

capital gains. 
Do what thousands of Australians 

are doing. 
Protect your savings. 

r---------------------
Bruce Smythe, Regional Manager, 
Australian Fixed Trusts, 
Free post 37 (no stamp required), 
35 Deakin Avenue, Mildura, 3500. 
Telephone (050) 23 7604. 

Please send me obligation-free, more 
information about the many investment 

opportunities with A.F .T. 

Name, Mr/ Mrs/ Miss: ...................... . 

Address: .. .. . .... . .. ........ . . ... ... . ..... . 

Postcode: ... . . .... . .......... . 

AISTRAIIAI 
: FIIEI ~-
i RUSTS~ 
: ~~U~.9'~ I 

L------~-------------J 

INCREASED WAGES 
THIS DECADE 

During the 1980's, the pay rate for a general 
blockhand has increased from $140.80 to 
$230.10 per week. An increase of 63.4%. It is 
interesting to note that a vineyard worker's rate 
has increased from a situation of parity with a 
farm hand in January 1980 to be $18.50 per 
week more than the broad acre equivalent at the 
end of the 1983/84 financial year. 
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Committed orders (packed tonnes) 
Australia ................... . 
New Zealand ........... ..... . 
U.K., Ireland . . ... : . ..... : ... . 
Continent (including Malta, Israel and 

Scandinavia) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Canada . .... .....•... . ... . . 

~~:~ . : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ~ : : : : 
TOTAL . ... .. . ... . .. . . . . ...• 

Delivered .... ... .... ...... • . 
Committed, undelivered .......•. 
Uncommitted . ......... • ..... 

TOTAL ADFA PACK* .. .. . ..... . 

• includes carry-in ... ......... . 

Committed orders (packed tonnes) 
Australia . . . . . . ......... . 
New Zealand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
United Kingdom . . .. ......... . 
Continent . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . 
U.S.A./Canada .... .. . 
Japan . . . ... ... ..... . 
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . • ... 

TOTAL ...... •. ... ......... 

Delivered . . . . . . . . . .... . ... . 
Committed, undelivered ..... . 
Uncommitted . .....•..... 

TOTALADFAPACK . . . ..• . 

SEASON 
SALES 

VINE FRUITS 
Currants 

3,757 
227 

10 
202 

46 

4,242 

1,014 
3 ,060 

684 

4,758 

159 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots 

67 
63 

15 

6 

761 

615 
146 
208 

969 

Sultanas 

21,012 
3,070 
3 ,950 

18,183 
13,300 

1,083 
2,610 

63,208 

21,169 
41,369 
23,340 

85,878 

9,958 

Peaches 

22 
9 

31 

27 
4 

37 

68 

Natural 

97 

97 

51 
46 

205 

302 

Pears 

14 
10 

24 

18 
6 

33 

57 

1.3.1984 to 31.6. 1984 
PRUNES 

Committed orders (packed tonnes) .. 
Export .... ...... .......... . 
Uncommitted ...... . . . . ..... . 

TOTAL ADFA PACK ... ... ..... . 

Season 1981 Season 1982 
2,776 2,205 

192 274 
16 430 

2,984 2,909 

Season 1983 
421 

27 
1 '153 

1,601 

Raisins 

2,708 
17 
84 

6 
121 

6 

2,942 

1,068 
1,874 

2,942 

1,960 
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A.D.F.A. 
FEDERAL 

COUNCIL 1984 
The 1984 A.D.F.A. Federal Council was il

lustrative of the saying when the going gets 
tough the tough get going. 

The Council chaired by Mr. Edward Lloyd of 
the Mildura Branch, was conducted at the 
T.A.F.E. College, Mildura, between the 11th 
and 13th July, 1984. 

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Kerin, 
made a special visit to Mildura to open the 
A.D.F.A.'s 62nd Annual Federal Council. 35 
grower delegates attended along with the Board 
of Management and three representatives from 
both the packers and the marketing agents. A 
further 40 branch observers and a similar 
number of visitors attended to watch the pro
ceedings. 

Disregarding procedural items, the following 
resolutions were passed by the Council: 
FINAL ACCOUNT SALES-A.D.F.A. 

That this Federal Council requests the Board 
of Management to report details of final account 
sales and charges for each vine fruit variety from 
each member packer for crops finalised during 
the year preceding an Annual Federal Council. 

FINAL ACCOUNT SALES-S.A. 
That the Board of Management ask the Dried 

Fruits Board of South Australia to require final 
account sales from all South Australian packing 
companies. 

NATIONAL FARMERS' FEDERATION 
That this Federal Council recommends that the 

Board of Management apply for associate 
membership of the National Farmers' Federa
tion. 

IMPORT THREAT TO WINE INDUSTRY 
That the Board of Management support the 

wine industries in their efforts to remove the 
threat from imports of table and fortified wines. 

IMPORT OF DRIED FRUIT 
That this Federal Council deplores the import 

of dried fruit into Australia by some multi-national 
companies, and other importers, and seeks im
mediate Government action to implement 
countervailing duties and suitable tariffs to pro
tect the Australian producer at this time. 

DVF MARKET ENTITLEMENTS 
That the Board of Management pursue as a 

matter of urgency, on behalf of the Dried Vine 
Fruits Industry, the implementation of a planned 
and assisted adjustment package including a 
Market Entitlement Scheme for dried vine fruits. 
That the Board negotiate with Government for 
legally secure amendment to the Dried Vine Fruit 
Equalisation Scheme, with total entitlements of 
6,000 tonnes of Currants, 60,000 tonnes of 
Sultanas, and 4,000 of Raisins. 

DRIED APRICOT OVER·SUPPL Y 
That this Federal Council request the Board of 

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Kerin, opens the 1984 A.D.F.A. Federal Council before an 
audience of 120 Industry delegates, observers and visitors. 

Management to give prominence in the media to 
the situation in the dried apricot industry, 
whereby over-supply problems expected from 
existing plantings are now being compounded 
by imports. 

That the Board of Management investigate 
control measures for the dried apricot industry. 

PUBLICATION OF RESEARCH RESULTS 
That consideration for allocation of research 

funds be given for the publication of already 
researched data and results of future trials on all 
aspects of rootstocks, scions, and soil type or 
management combinations. 

COOL STORAGE OF 5·CROWN FRUIT 
That the A.D.F.A. use research funds to trial 

and analyse the cool storage of (5) five crown 
fruit. 

MARKET ENTITLEMENTS: 

EXCLUSION OF 1985 PRODUCTION 
That this Federal Council directs that produc

tion from the 1 985 harvest be excluded from 
any consideration as a basis on which market 
entitlements are allocated. 

STATUTORY LEVIES 
That this Federal Council recommends that for 

season 1984 the Statutory Research Levy for 
Dried Vine and Tree Fruits and Prunes be retain
ed at: 

Dried Vine Fruits 
Dried Tree Fruits 
Prunes . .. . 

LEVIES SEASON 1984 

$1.00 
$5.00 
$5.00 

That the following Head Office levy rates for 
Season 1984 be confirmed: 

Dried Vine Fruits: $6.20 per tonne for Head 
Office Administration and 30 cents per tonne fcir 
Branches- a total of $6.50 per tonne. 

Dried Tree Fruits: Apricots. $24.50 per tonne 
for Head Office Administration, and 30 cents per 
tonne for Branches - a total of $24.80 per 
tonne. 

Dried Tree Fruits: Peaches and Pears. 
$22.50 per tonne for Head Office Administra
tion, and 30 cents per tonne for Branches - a 
total of $22.80 per tonne. 

Prunes: $12.50 per tonne for Head Office Ad
ministration, and 55 cents per tonne for Bran
ches- a total of $ 13.05 per tonne. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
CORPORATION 
The following were appointed to a panel to be 

submitted to the Minister for Primary Industry for 
consideration for appointment of Grower 
Members of the Corporation. 

BYRNES, Vincent Lindsay 
COOK, lan Andrew 
LLOYD, Edward 
ROY, Colin Lesley 
TANKARD, Henry Maurice 
WHITING, William Maxwell 
DUNSTONE, Kevin Howard 

PREMIUM FOR LIGHT COLOURED FRUIT 
That to encourage the production of light col

oured fruit and to further reward the grower who 
meets the market requirement for this fruit. 

That this Federal Council endorses the recom
mendation of the Board of Management for the 
payment of an additional premium of $1 0 per 
tonne for the production of dried sultanas of 
3-crown or higher grade, which is graded on 
receival as being of light type. 

IMPORT STANDARDS 
That the Board of Management pursue with 

the Minister of Primary Industry the possibility of 
imposing similar inspection requirements on all 
imported Dried Fruit as are required on 
Australian Dried Fruit. 
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PRUNE FINAL ADJUSTMENT 
That Federal Council 1984 authorises the 

A.D.F.A. Prunes Committee to undertake 
finalisation of Season 1981 Prunes on the basis 
of an amended final adjustment procedure deter
mined at the discretion of the Committee. 

That the Prunes Committee report to Federal 
Council 1985 the reasons for any amendments, 
and seek at that time any necessary changes to 
the A.D.F.A. Rules, Regulations and Practices. 

That in the event that finalisation of Season 
1983 Prunes is required prior to Federal Council 
1985 that the amended procedure be applied. 

PRUNE AGENTS 
That Country Foods Pty. Ltd. be registered as 

Selling Agents for Prunes and Griffith Producers 
Co-operative Co. Ltd., be registered as an Ex
port Selling Agent for Prunes. 

That Southern Packers (Aust) Pty. Ltd. be no 
longer required as a Selling Agent for Prunes. 

That the A.D.F.A. Rules, Regulations and 
Practices (Rule 12) be amended accordingly. 

ROSS RIVER VIRUS 
That the A.D.F.A. apply whatever pressure 

they can to further the eradication of "Ross River 
Virus". 

Fifty delegates from Western Australia, South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales 
attended the 3 day Council. 

PROMOTION AND 
RECIPE DISTRIBUTION 
That the A.D.F.A. Food Advisory Services 

• compile a dossier of as many Domestic and ln
Mr. Kevin Dutton and Mr. Kevin Luscombe of dustrial Prune recipes and Prune usages as 
Dutton Bertel Hickox Stewart and Luscombe, possible. This to be available to the Prune Com
Advertising Agents, answer questions from mittee on request. 
delegates with regard to the "I didn't know I That the Food Advisory Services do a 
could do that with Sultanas" Media Cam- stocktake of all Prune recipe folders, pamphlets 

paign. and books on hand so that stocks can be main
tained where deemed desirable or new publica· 

DVF PACK DEFECTS tions can be undertaken. 
That this Federal Council state its alarm at the That as requests for any dried fruit recipes are 

increasing incidence of vegetative contaminants met by the Food Advisory Services; Vine, Prune 
in the final pack of dried vine fruit and requests and Tree Fruit recipes be despatched concur-
that a meeting of all interested sections of the in- rently as a matter of policy. 
dustry be convened to discuss contamination 
and study present regulations on a national 
basis, as a matter of urgency. 

DVF GRADE FIXING REVIEW 
That this Federal Council recommend that a 

meeting of all interested sections of the industry 
be convened to review the criteria for Grade Fix
ing as laid down by industry in 1950 and to 
discuss, and if possible resolve, all matters con
cerning the fixing of grades of dried vine fruit. 

A.D.F.A. - ANGAS PARK 
That this Federal Council formally invite the 

Angas Park Fruit Co. Pty. Ltd. to join the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association. 

A VOTE OF THANKS: 
Federal Council passed that a vote of thanks 

be recorded in appreciation of:-
• Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tankard for their efforts 

and achievements in the past year. 
• Mr. Max Sutterby for service to the industry 

over many years and in many forums. 
• Mr. George Black lor 24 years service to the 

industry on the Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 
• Mr. George Tilley for the high standard of 

reporting of industry affairs. 
• Mr. Edward Lloyd for his work as President 

of Federal Council. 

Mr Ernest Barr , Australian Dried Fruits Cor
poration Chairman, reports to Federal Council on 
export marketing and delivers the important 
message that Australia must produce quality 
dried vine fruit to compete successfully in world 
markets. 
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SUNBEAM SPONSOR 
THE GORILLA FAMILY 

With the threat of cheaper imported dried fruits 
floating onto the market, Australian Dried Fruits 
Sales has endeavoured to strengthen the 
Australian grown image associated with its 
Sunbeam brand name. 

This has been done in a number of ways and 
possibly two of the most interesting were the 
development of the great Australian fruit cake 
theme and a campaign about to be launched for 
Sunbeam 40g snackpacks supported by 
Australian animals. 

As a result of collecting data for the Australian 
animals poster, an unusual promotional oppor
tunity occurred. 

Whilst making inquiries at the zoo regarding 
the animals habitats in early June, the baby 
gorilla was born. This was the first birth of a 
gorilla in Australia and the first ever surviving· 
goriila birth using artificial insemination. Yuska 
the mother was artificially inseminated on Oc
tober 1 0, 1983, in an operation under the 
supervision of the zoo's veterinary surgeon, Dr. 
Ray Butler. 

The Melbourne Zoo is rated very highly and 
this latest development has gained world wide 
publicity. Indeed the interest within Australia has 
suprised everyone, however not withstanding 
the wonders of modern science it is fairly ob
vious the baby gorilla would awaken the paternal 
instinct in most people. 

An innocent question asked during a meeting 
with A.D.F.S. and zoo personnel led to the ar
rangement taken out by Sunbeam Dried Fruits 
and now proudly announce their sponsorship of 
the gorilla family Rigo, Yuska and the still un
named baby. 

This letter from Wendy Jansen was one of the 
first requests received_ 

~Jedr sir') 
1om sorry ~ tDai 
d ned - f r u It- f o rme rp 

o re hovttn 9 o hard 
+ 1 rne co y \d 

J fP( E?O~e h6\Je 
a· . rosier? \ 

ove 
'-1/8 ndy Jo!lsen 

As the baby has survived the first three 
months, it is expected he will be out and about 
by Christmas and many thousands of visitors are 
expected to see him. 

Sunbeam has announced its first step in the 
sponsorship arrangement and has commenced 
to help the zoo obtain the $50,000 required for 
a new nursery so he can be shown to the world. 

Early in September, Sunbeam arranged a 
gorilla poster offer which has been advertised 
nationally on radio and in the daily press. Initial 
respons~ has been staggering with some quite 

substantial cheques being sent in by the general 
public. The posters and the advertising cam
paign carry subtle messages acknowledging 
Sunbeam's sponsorship. The posters will be 
sold in zoos throughout Australia, and are also 
available by returning the newspaper coupon. 

Anottier obvious area for our developing rela
tionship with the zoo and the gorilla family may 
well be a promotion in 1 985 for Sunbeam 40g 
snackpack sultanas and almost every day we. 
receive further suggestions on the benefits of 
this rather unusual promotional opportunity. 

'HELP BUY ME A . ' 

NEW HOME, AND I'LL 
SEND YOU A POSTER!' 

I 
I 
~ 
~ ;: 

I ~ 
'No doubt you already know me. I' A~~ 

I'm the new baby gorilla at the Melbourne 1 )l;f 
~oo .. The Zoo people have launched an '~ ~~ 

Australia-wide appeal for funds to build us a I ~~~~-t:¢"' 
new gorilla nursery. If you'd be kind enough I I;~ 
to send $3 (or more if you'd like), I'll be I~~~~~ 
happy to send you a full-colour wall 1 ~~ !-.~~ ~ 
poster of me in all my glory.' 1 ! ~-& 

""i: 

I -#;; ~ 
Proudly sponsored by .~<"J.Q~r:: 

SUT"& ~MM.,.-, I ;;.~"';: ·nl;·L,fKsGooo,Ess· I ~u~o 
~.1.1 I ~e ... ~ c.,"' $ 1§ 

DRIED FRUI T S 1 ~"'~ 1260H 
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1984 CONFERENCE 

The annual conference was held in the United 
Kingdom from the 1st to 3rd August. Members 
of the Corporation who attended the conference 
visited other producing countries and important 
export markets on their way to and on their 
return from the conference. 

This report highlights the major information and 
impressions collected on these visits. 

PRODUCTION AND STOCKS: 
The tables below summarise the total availabili

ty of dried sultanas and Thompson seedless 
raisins for the 1 2 months ending on the 31 st 
August, 1 985. 

Since the figures were compiled, advice has 
been received that Greece, Turkey and the USA 
have reduced their crop estimates by a total of 
around 20,000 tonnes. 

Assuming, therefore, a total availability of 
900,000 tonnes and consumption of 650,000 
tonnes for the twelve months period, this will 
result in a surplus of 250,000 tonnes still in 
stock when the 1985 Northern Hemisphere 
harvest begins. 

The battle for sales, by producing countries, 
will therefore continue into 1985. In E.E.C. 
markets, where Minimum Import Prices are en
forced, the battle for sales (with the exception of 
Greece) will be based on quality. In other 
markets the emphasis will be on price competi
tion. 

PRODUCTION AND STOCKS: 

OF SULTANA (RAISIN) 
COUNTRIES 

PRODUCING 

PRODUCTION - COMSUMPTION BALANCE: 
Producing countries all recognise the dangers 

of the surplus and its effect on growers. The 
ideal solution to the Industry's problems would 
be a combination of increased consumption and 
reduced production. Only Australia and the 
United States are willing to mount this dual at
tack. The remaining countries see increased 
consumption, without reducing production, as 
the solution. This is an unrealistic point of view 
as consumption is not going to increase by 
250,000 tonnes (38%) over a short period. Fur
thermore, increases in consumption will require 
increased promotion/advertising support -
significant funds for additional marketing activity 
are not available. 

The U.S. Industry recognises that it must 
reduce its production base and is currently in
vestigating a number of proposals to quickly 
reduce the tonnage being grown for drying. The 
U.S. Industry, like Australia, is trying to find solu
tions which will minimise the financial burden to 
be borne by the growers. 

QUALITY: 
There is unanimous agreement amongst pro

ducing countries and the markets they supply 
that the fruit quality is going to determine 
whether sales are made and at what prices. 
Australia has a good reputation for quality dried 
sultanas. We must, however, make sure that we 

do not become complacent. Many of the coun
tries competing with us are taking aggressive 
steps to improve the quality of their product. If 
we stand still, we will be overtaken and both the 
quantities we export and the prices we com
mand will be eroded. 

The U.S.A. which will be carrying the largest 
surplus (217 ,000 tonnes), and thus poses the 
greatest competitive threat, is making im
pressive progress in the quality of fruit being of
fered. The Sun-Maid group, for example, has in
troduced a new process which allows them to 
make the following offer to customers: "With 
Sun-Maid - you buy raisins not stems. We 
guarantee that you can expect only one stem in 
every two 30 pound bulk cases." 

The future of the Australian Dried Vine Fruits 
Industry depends on our ability to determine our 
export customers' quality requirements and then 
deliver product accordingly. This is a challenge 
which faces every participant in the Industry- a 
challenge we must accept and win. 

Ernest W. Barr, 
Chairman, 
Australian 

Dried Fruits Corporation. 

The tables below sumarise the total availability of dried sultanas and Thompson seedless raisins for the 12 months ending on the 31st August, 1985. 

(The tables do not include the production of minor producing countries such as Mexico, Chile etc.) 
Since the above figures were compiled, advice has been received that Greece, Turkey and the USA have reached their crop. 
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ALTERNATIVE HORTICULTURE 
A LONG TERM OPTION FOR SUNRAYSIA 

The Victorian Department of Agriculture is 
placing a high priority on stimulating a more 
diverse horticultural base for Sunraysia. 

According to Bernie Harford, Extension Direc
tor at Mildura, diversification can help provide for 
the long-term future of the region. 

"Alternative crops and new market oppor
tunities cannot provide a quick solution to the 
current crisis in the dried vine fruit industry simp
ly because the majority of growers will lack the 
necessary money and skills to diversify", said Mr 
Harford. 

"However, it is imperative that the region com
mences to build a broader base of horticultural 
production." 

"The need is evident. The opportunities to ex
ploit new export markets for specialized crops 
and to develop newer alternative crops have to 
be worked at," he said. 

Mr Harford said that if efforts to foster alter
native horticultural industries did not become 
more serious, then it was likely that Sunraysia 
would still be heavily dependent on the dried 
.vine fruits industry in ten or twenty years. 

According to Mr Harford profitable alternative 
industries would provide a solution over the 
long-term by way of: 
* decreased supply of dried vine fruit 
* increased production options for growers to 

choose from 
* continued profitable uses of the region's land 

and water resources 
• a more diversified regional economy pro

tected from the "ups and downs" of one or 
two major crops. 
Mr Harford said that the Victorian Government 

had already demonstrated a strong commitment 
to assisting diversification of Sunraysia's horti
culture. Initiatives already undertaken include 
additional research resources at Sunraysia Horti
cultural Research Institute enabling the Institute 
to expand its research activities in the develop
ment of alternative crops. Post harvest research 
facilities are also being improved which will 
enable the Institute to research post harvest 
management and quality for fresh fruit and vege
tables. A second agricultural economist has 
been stationed at the Mildura District Centre to 
provide for specialist economic support to the 
extension team. In addition to these initiatives 
further funding will be made available in 
1 984/85 to assist the development of export 
markets for Sunraysia's horticulture. The Depart
ment of Industry Commerce and Technology is 
also to commission a major economic study of 
table grapes and alternative crops. 

"These initiatives are all part of the Govern
menfs regional assistance package for Sunray
sia which is recognizing the need for diversifica
tion, the opportunities now available for export 
market initiatives, and in the longer term oppor
tunities for the development of alternative 
crops", said Mr Harford .. 

At the regional level the Department of Agricul
ture has been active in highlighting an aware
ness that a long term approach to area 
redevelopment is required. It is working closely 
with Develop Mildura Council and the A.D.F.A. 
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to help stimulate diversification and to help co
ordinate regional efforts. 

"It will also be necessary to co-ordinate our ef
forts with the South Australian Rivertand to mini
mize the risk of each region over producing the 
same crops", stressed Mr Harford. 

The Department of Agriculture sees the 
development of several specialized industries 
rather than larger areas of one or two crops. 
Each of the crops developed will need to be 
highly tuned to the market place, and will put an 
emphasis on quality and consumer requirements 
in order to develop its market niche. 

"Many will wonder where these crops will 
come from", said Mr Harford. 

"The growth of the table grape export industry 
should be evidence of the success of a positive 
market oriented approach .. Evidence available to 
us suggests that similar success can be 
repeated with specialist crops such as newer 
melon varieties. Over a longer term specific 
development of crops suited to Sunraysia, and 
for which there is a market niche, should be en
couraged." 

The Department of Agriculture recognises that 
crops which might be grown in Sunraysia can be 
judged to have risk associated with them due to 
uncertain market potential and future profitabili
ty. They will almost certainly face competition 
from other areas. 

Andrew Patterson, 

"That is a reason for caution", suggested Mr 
Harford. "But it is also a reason for adopting a 
positive approach to crop development, and par
ticularly, a determined approach to market iden
tification and development". 

The Department of Agriculture's approach will 
not be to recommend particular crops to 
growers. Instead, as much information on 
markets, production requirements, and eco
nomics will be made available to help growers 
select crops which might have potential. Once a 
grower has selected a crop then advice on pro
duction and management will be available. 

"The movement to exploit export market op
portunities and alternative crops is likely to be 
led by those growers who already have ex
perience with different crops and have 
developed some of the skills required" said Mr 
Harford. "However our information will be 
available to all growers, and we will provide 
special activities for dried vine fruit growers to 
become acquainted with new crops and to help 
them acquire the necessary skills". 

Mr Harford also commented that in the move 
to exploit export market opportunities some co
ordination between individuals involved in infant 
industries was essential. "We will be encourag
ing growers to develop co-operative efforts as 
groups, or ideally as an industry." 

Farm Management Economist, 
Department of Agriculture, Mlldura. 

. A dried vine .fruit grower thinking about grow- and knowlege needed to grow the crop? If not, 
1ng an alternative crop should make the move will you be able to acquire them? At what cost? 
cautiously. Very little technical information is available on 

It ap~ears i~evitable that some land producing growing many of these crops, so in some situa
dned v1ne fru.lt at present will have to be devoted tions you will be on your own, and will have to 
to an alternative form of horticulture in the future. seek out your own information, and do your own 
. Although a lot of the discussion at the moment product research and trials. 
1s about the dried vine fruit industry, when it 
comes down to "tin tacks" you have got to look 
at your particular block and how profitable that 
is. Probably the best way to do that is to do a 
budget for the next few years. 

If the profitability of your block is declining, fur
ther investigation of alternative crops could be 
warranted. 

It is important, though, to consider alternative 
crops in a systematic way. Some of the factors 
to be considered when deciding whether to go 
into alternatives or not are outlined briefly below: 

MARKET PROSPECTS 
Will there be a market for the new crop? Inves

tigate from as many sources as possible, the 
potential on both export and domestic markets 
for any of the new crops you would like to grow. 

There is no point growing a crop well if you 
cannot sell the produce. 

PHYSICAL AND TECHNICAL ASPECTS 
Do you have the right climate, soil conditions, 

water supply, machinery and especially the skills 

PROFITABILITY 
How profitable will the crop be? How do you 

work out how profitable the crop will be? 
A development budget is probably the best 

way to work out the profitability of perennial 
crops. These budgets allow for all the costs in
volved in setting up the crop, and are usually 
done for as many years as it takes for the crop to 
reach full production. That way you can see how 
long you are going to have to wait for a 'decent' 
income, and what that 'decent' income will be. 

RISK 
Many of these alternative crops are highly pric

ed. However, it might not take much of an in
crease in plantings to flood the market and 
cause decreased returns. It is therefore essen
tial when assessing a crops profitability to test a 
range of prices and yields so that some assess
ment of risk can be made. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8) 

CAPITAL 
Even if the initial economic analysis indicates 

that an alternative crop will be more profitable 
than dried vine fruit production, a loan may be 
necessary to turn the plan into reality. This 
capital may be needed either for development 
expenses, working expenses, or both. 

Depending on your current debt situation, this 
capital requirement may be enough to render the 
project unprofitable. 

OTHER ASPECTS 
Finally, even if the planned crop is technically 

and economically feasible you have really got to 
want to grow the crop. Often it is best to stick 
with what you know and enjoy. 

If you would be miserable working with a new 
crop (even it is was profitable) you would have to 
seriously think about not going ahead with it, and 
trying to increase the profitability of your vines. 

DOWNY AND 
BLACK SPOT 

RISK 
SUNRAYSIA 

by lan Chesterfield, 
District Extension Officer 

(vines), Mildura. 

Downy Mildew and Black Spot both 
could be a serious problem to grape 
growers this season. 

Downy Mildew grows in warm wet 
weather while Black Spot causes damage 
in cool wet weather in early spring. 

With Downy Mildew infections seen on 
almost every block last year, the risk of 
re-infection this year is very high. 

Preventative sprays for both diseases 
still appear to be the best way to control 
outbreaks. 

The risk of serious crop loss is increas· 
ed if we then receive more rainfall and the 
overnight temperature remains above 
10oC. 

Growth of Downy Mildew is influenced 
by weather conditions. If we experience 
rainfall which leaves the vines wet for 
more than 24 hours and at the same time 
the temperature remains above 1 oo c 
then Downy Mildew will develop. ' 

We suggest early sprays to prevent 
both Downy Mildew and Black Spot 
should be applied this season. The first 
Black Spot spray should be applied at bud 
burst when green shoots and leaves are 
visible. Protect1ve sprays for Downy 
Mildew should be applied when the 
shoots get beween 15 and 20cm long. 

IMPORTS 
The words "buy Australian" have taken on a 

new meaning for Australia's dried fruit growers. 

During the last financial year, imports of dried 
vine fruit, apricots and prunes increased 
dramatically. The importation of subsidised dried 
vine fruit from Greece compelled the A.D.F.A. to 
apply for a countervailing duty. 

The present situation in this regard is that 
whilst further inquiries are proceeding, provi· 
sional measures will apply against Greek fruit 
entering Australia. 

The table below illustrates the increase in im· 
ported dried fruit. 

Dried Vine Fruit .. . 
Apricots ....... . 
Prunes ........ . 

1982/83 
(tonnes) 

221 
214 
536 

1983/84 
(tonnes) 
2472 
1096 
705 

Other organisations are concerned about the 
import of dried fruit for various reasons. 

It was reported recently that the Food 
Preservers' Union had claimed a victory with the 
stopping of 120 tonnes of Turkish sultanas by 
Elders International, a division of Elders IXL. The 
company cancelled orders for seven containers 
of sultanas following action by the ACTU and 
Waterside unions against imported dried vine 
fruit. 

Protests against retailers selling imported dried 
fruit have also been successful. South African 
Support Campaign in Australia (SASCA) has 
organised a campaign to stop retailers selling 
goods imported from South Africa. SASCA 
picketed the Grace Brothers Bondi Junction 
store handing out pamphlets such as shown 
below. Grace Brothers have now withdrawn all 
Safari products and have given assurances that 
they will not be ordering any more Safari pro· 
ducts for any of the Sydney stores. 

SASCA claim that this success does not mean 
the end of the campaign and they are now turn· 
ing their attention to other retail outlets. 

NO UNDERWRITING 
PAYMENT ON 1983 
SEASON SULTANAS 

The Minister for Primary Industry, Mr Kerin, 
has determined the guaranteed minimum return 
to packer rate for 1983 season sultanas at 
$950.25 per tonne under the Dried Sultana Pro
duction Underwriting Act. 

The estimated return at A.D.F.A. Packer level 
for season 1983 sultanas is $1025.00, 
therefore no underwriting payment will be made. 
The estimated return to grower is expected to be 
approximately $800 per tonne. 

BOYCOTT 
"SAFARI" 

DRIED 
FRUIT 

DRIED FRUIT AND OTHER SOUTH AFRI N 
CONSUMERPRODUCTSAREPRODUCED 

UNDER SLAVE LABOUR CONDITIONS 

OPPOSE APARTHEID NOW! 
Recently mtroduced onto the Australian market. Satan PrOducts are 
unlau compehtlon Undef Aparthetd laws. black lru•t peekers liVIng •n 
v•rtuat serfdom are pa1d a maxtmum ol $25 per month Otten. they 

rece1ve nothtng at all 

Wh!le SOuth Alr1cansgenerally oo not do tabounng JObs The•r m1mmum 
wage lor equ•vatent work 1s $300 per month-twelve ttmes as much 
Australia presently has h1gh unemployment. Australian wOfkersenJOY· 
.ng democra tiC r~ghls and award wages w111 suHer more 10b losses as 

tong as South Afncan products are 1mpor1ed 

Boycott Products of Apartheid 
AND SAVE AUSTRALIAN JOBS 

UNION "ACTION 
Other SouthAincanprOducls such as steel, br1cks and coal have seen et1ec
''"'e umon act10n 

• In WoUongong, the Waterside Workers Federa110n relused to uNoad 
steel products Imported from South Afuca 

• Aecenlty the 8Uikhng Workers lnclustnal Un1on placed bans on the use 
ol bucks Imported from SOuth Aluca 

• The M1ners Fedefallon tS ptesently negottat1no to have coat ptoduced 
hefe .n Austrat1a rather than have 11 •mported lrom SOuth Atuca 

• The AC T U has catted on the Government to observe UN resotut1ons 
lnd apply sanchons aga1nst South A Inca 

SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTS ARE CHEAP BECAUSE 
BLACK PEOPLE ARE EXPLOITED UNDER 

SLAVE LABOUR CONDITIONS. 

Sstart and other South Alncan ptodUCtS are 1m ported at tow cost because ot 
th•S cheap labour The result ot th•s IS !ewer JObs 1n Australia and pr1ces 
pusned too t'ltgh !Of black peopte tn South Aft•ca 

DO NOT BUY ""SAFARI"" DRIED FRUIT 
FROM THESE STORES 

• GRACE BROS. • COLES 
• FRANKLINS • and other sellers. 

OTHER SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTS TO BOYCOTT ARE 

• No Name Peanut Butter • Rooibos Tea 
• I. & J. Fresh Frozen Fish 

• Red Heart Wool • KWV Wines 

Spon$0fed by SASCA Southern Al11ca Suppor1 Campa~n oi Au~ 
Of! ICe 297 Elllabelh S1reet Sydney 
Postal AdOtess P 0 Box A672. Sydney Soulh 2000 
Phone (02) 2611241 

Please send donar10ns 101 Boyeorr Campa19n 10 SASCA 

EQUALISATION 
AMENDMENT 

An amendment to the Statutory Equalisation 
Act is expected to go before parliament within 
the month. The amendment will reduce the 
period of payment of the levy from 1 05 days 
after fruit leaves the custody of the packer to 45 
days after fruit leaves the packer, the re·packers 
or the selling agents' custody. This amendment, 
plus earlier administrative changes, will minimise 
costs and hasten returns to growers. 
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CHLOROPHYLL FLUORESENCE STUDY SHEDS 
LIGHT ON GRAPEVINE RESPONSES TO SALT 

STRESS 
by W. J. S. Downton, CSIRO Division of Horticultural Research, Adelaide. 

This article describes the application of a 
chlorophyll fluorescence technique to study 
grapevine responses to salt and water stress. 
Part of this research was supported by the 
Dried Fruits Research CommiHee. 

Practically all life on earth depends upon the 
process of photosynthesis for its existence. 
Photosynthesis involves the capture of sunlight 
by the green chlorophyll pigments housed within 
the chloroplasts of leaves and the subsequent 
use of this light energy to convert carbon dioxide 
absorbed from the atmosphere into car· 
bohydrate. These carbohydrates provide the 
basic building blocks upon which plant growth 
and yield depend. During photosynthesis light 
energy also results in water being split to liberate 
the oxygen which we breathe. 

PHOTOSYNTHESIS 
Sunlight 

Carbon dioxide + water .,. carbohydrate + oxygen 
chlorophyl 
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However, not all of the light energy that is ab· 
sorbed by chlorophyll results in useful photosyn· 
thetic work. Inefficiencies exist and some of the 
absorbed energy is lost as heat or re·emitted as 
fluorescence. 

Fluorescence emission .from leaves is of cur· 
rent interest because it provides a way of 
monitoring the state of health of a plant, par· 
ticularly during stress. Figure 1 shows part of 
the fluorescence emission signal detected when 
a darkened leaf is suddenly subjected to a pulse 
of strong light for severai seconds. The signal 
undergoes a series of rapid changes which have 
been related to early events in the commence· 
ment of photosynthesis. Recent studies have 
shown that chilling temperatures, high 
temperatures and exposure to pollutants can 
lead to a decline in the intensity of the 
fluorescence signal in certain species, par· 
ticularly the height of the I to P portion of the 
fluorescence curve. These letters indicate the 

Figure 1 
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Figure 1: Part of the fluorescence emission signal arising from grapevine leaves when they are 
Illuminated. Water stress reduces fluorescence emission between the points identified as I and 

P on the fluorescence curve. 

intermediary plateau (I) and maximum peak (P) 
on the fluorescence curve. A loss of 
fluorescence between I and P has been related 
to damage to the light reactions of photosyn· 
thesis, particularly events associated with the 
splitting of water which leads to oxygen produc· 
tion. 

At CSIRO, we have investigated the effect of 
salinity on leaf fluorescence in grapevines, a 
crop moderately sensitive to salinity. We have 
also investigated water stress effects since salt 
build-up in the rootzone of plants (arising from 
such factors as naturally saline soils, poor quality 
irrigation water, lack of leaching winter rains and 
poor water management) tends to withdraw 
water from the plant resulting in less water being 
available to the plant. 

The only previously published work on the ef· 
feet of water stress on leaf fluorescence relates 
mainly to Nerlum oleander, a well-known or· 
namental shrub. For oleander subjected to water 
stress either by withholding water from pots for 
several days or else by simply detaching leaves, 
there was a decline in leaf fluorescence, par· 
ticularly the I to P part of the signal. (Govindjee, 
W.J.S. Downton, D.C. Fork and P.A. Armond, 
Plant Science Letters 20: 191·4, 1981). Two 
other herbaceous species, whose leaves were 
rapidly water stressed by detachment, showed 
similar responses to the oleander and it was con· 
eluded that water stress, like some other 
stresses, is injurious to a site in the light reac· 
lions of photosynthesis close to the point at 
which water is split to liberate oxygen. This kind 
of damage during water stress is also known to 
result in less carbon dioxide being transformed 
into carbohydrate. 

Our work with Sultana vines has confirmed 
that rapid water stress leads to a reduction in leaf 
fluorescence (Figure 1 ). However, contrary to 
expectation, it was found that if the vines were 
slowly water stressed over a period of a few 
days, then there was no loss of fluorescence un· 
til a much greater degree of water stress had 
been reached (Figure 2). We have found that the 
grapevine, unlike the oleander, has the capacity 
for osmotic adjustment. This means that provid· 
ed the rate of stress is not too rapid , the 
grapevine adjusts to the decreasing availability 
of water in the soil by accumulating soluble 
substances (possibly sugars) into its cells. This 
allows the plant to withdraw water more effec· 
lively from the soil. Osmotic adjustment also 
prevents the loss of leaf turgor which is 
necessary to prevent wilting and collapse of 
leaves. Osmotic adjustment does not continue 
indefinitely, but it does give the plant some 
scope to exploit diminishing water reserves and 
may help to tide it over a dry spell. 

Continued page 11 







I.A.C.: THE DRIED VINE 
FRUITS INDUSTRY 

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT REPORT 
This is a brief summary of the A.D.F.A's sub

mission in response to the I.A. C. draft report on 
assistance to the dried vine fruits industry. The 
A.D.F.A.'s submission is divided into 3 sections. 

SECTION 1: 
The purpose of Section 1 is to examine the 

rudimentary assumptions upon which the Com
mission has made its judgements. 

"World Price" Benchmark 
The Commission has adopted a concept of 

" world price" parity and recommended a max
imum equalisation levy to fund an export subsidy 
of 15%. The Commission proposes the 
Australian price should fluctuate with 
movements in th~ world price. The A.D.F.A. 
believes that linking assistance to short term 
movements in world prices is inappropriate. 
Historical analysis reveals the volatility of dried 
vine fruit production and prices. The failure of a 
fluctuating price to provide long term trends to 
growers is particularly important as vines have a 
3 year establishment time and a mean life of 40 
years. 

The A.D.F.A. further queries the resulting 
disruption to consumer purchase patterns and 
the difficulty of regaining sales lost during a 
period of high prices. The lack of an objective 
basis on which 1 5% social value of dvf has been 
determined and the failure to show that there 
would be aggregate improvements in net social 
welfare for the nation as a whole provides reason 
for concern with the draft report. 

The A.D.F.A. contends that the "world price" 
is capable of distortion by agricultural support 
policies of the E.E.C., Greece, U.S.A. and 
Turkey. The E.E.C. in particular directly in
fluences world supply by the subsidisation of 
Greek producers and indirectly by flooding the 
U.S.A. wine market with cheap wines, causing a 
diversion of grapes by U.S. producers into dried 
vine fruit production. The effect of this current 
price distortion is that there are no profitable pro
ducers of dvf amongst all the world's producers. 
It is important that as a result of short term in
fluences the Australian industry is not condemn
ed as unviable or inefficient. 

The A.D.F.A. believes Australian assistance 
levels and industry adjustment must be linked to 
long term indicators. 

Export Dependence 
The Industry's heavy export dependence and 

small land units arise from Government soldier 
settlement programmes. The post-war develop
ment by Government was opposed by the 
A.D.F.A. on the basis that the industry's capaci
ty would exceed profitable market outlets. This 
over-supply situation now exists and is recognis
ed by the Commission. The A.D.F.A. contends 
that whilst these landholdings exist the Govern
ment has an ongoing responsibility to stabilise 
and protect the industry while assisted restruc
turing is undertaken. 
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The A.D.F.A. believes adjustment is required 
and has requested: 
(a) a market entitlement scheme. 
(c) adequate protection during adjustment 

through immediate cash support for 
growers unable to meet family support 
needs and funding to provide and maintain 
essential plant and productivity. 

(b) encouragement to alterm~tive crops by a 
vine-pull scheme, upgrading irrigation 
systems and market support. 

Application of Enonomic Theory 
Free Competitive Forces 
The Commission on page ~5 recommends 
that " the industry receive no exemptions 
from the Trade Practices Act; State Govern
ment restrictions on the entry of new 
packers be removed; the Customs Duties 
applying to import dvf be fixed for the dura
tion of the phasing period and no other 
restrictions on import be introduced" . The 
Commission's discussions imply that free 
competitive forces will provide net social 
benefits through increased efficiency but 
does not recognise the advantages of main
taining management structures which pro
mote economies of scale. 

MALLEE BEARING & 
TRANSMISSION 

SUPPLIES PTY. L TO. 
THE LOCAL FIRM WITH THE 

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE 

157 Tenth Street 
(Between Lime & Pine Ave.) 

Mildura, 3500. 

FOR SPEEDY DEUVERY IN THE 
CITY AREA 

PHONE 

23 5367 
also 

23 5872 
{Area Code 050) 

AFTER HOURS: 
JOHN HALL - 24 5115 
KEN INNES - 23 5693 

WAYNE HALL- 23 4162 

• 
• • • 
• • 

The dvf industry is not monopolistic. Seven 
packers compete for Australia's production 
on a basis of cost and service. These 
packers act as principals to three major 
agents and in their effort to maximize 
returns to growers exert pressure on the 
agents to maximize sales and to minimize 
selling costs. The major dried fruit selling 
agent operates on a commission of .75%. 
The A.D.F.A. supports the A.D.F.C.'s con
cept of a single Australian agent for each 
export market. This avoids unnecessary 
price competition and duplication of selling 
costs on world markets already fiercely con
tested. 

The industry has evolved from a fragmented, 
disorganised base and has no wish to return 
to such a situation. 

Consumer Utility 
The major thrust of the I.A.C.'s recommen
dations is that the welfare of Australia's con
sumers will be maximized by access to the 
cheapest possible dvf. However, growers 
as consumers of farm inputs are denisd 
similar benefits. Production inputs of labour, 
water, electricity, and rates are determined 
by governments. Tariffs and taxes on 
machinery and fuel has increased the cost 
of other inputs. 

Continued page 14. 

AUTOMOTIVE, AGRICULTURAL, AND 
INDUSTRIAL BALL AND ROLLER 
BEARINGS 
OIL SEALS, O'RINGS AND CIRCLIPS 
UNIVERSAL JOINTS 
WHEEL BEARING AND GEAR BOX 
REPAIRS KITS 
AUTOMOTIVE WATER PUMPS 
CHAINS AND SPROCKETS 

e AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
GEAR BOXES 

• VARIABLE SPEED DRIVES 

• PUMP COUPLINGS 
e ALLOY AND CAST V-PULLEYS 

• V-BEL TS AND CONVEYOR BELTING 

• NYLON PRUNING TUBE 
e LEGRIS INSTANT FITTINGS 

• BRASS COMPRESSION FITTINGS 

• TRAILER KITS AND COMPONENTS 

• LOCTITE (R) AND SILASTIC (R) 

• CORED AND SOLID BRONZE 

• BRONZE BUSHING 

• CORED, SOLID AND SHEET NYLON 
e TEFLON TAPE 

• FALLSHAW CASTORS AND WHEELS .. • LEMCOL CONVEYORS AND CASTORS 

• TRIDON STAINLESS HOSE CLAMPS 

• SMC PNEUMATICS 

• BARFELL HIGH PRESSURE HOSE 
e KINCROME TOOLS 
e CRC LUBRICANTS 
• AGRICULTURAL DRIVE SHAFTS AND 

COMPONENTS 
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Continued from page 13. 

SECTION 2: THE RECOMMENDATIONS 
Continuation of Equalisation 

The A.O.F.A. supports the Commission's 
recommendation for continued equalisation of 
returns. Equity of return for like product is 
essential in close knit communities. 

The A.D.F.A. believes that due to welfare 
considerations access to cheap labour (e.g. 
from overseas or from Australia's 
unemployed pool) is not appropriate. 
However, the A.D.F.A. believes the same 
welfare considerations should be extended 
to the dvf industry. 
The I.A.C.'s recommendation that the 
domestic price should float with export 
prices has not been supported with 
evidence that this will provide long term 
benefits to consumers. The A.D.F.A. 
believes the rapid growth in Australian con
sumption has only been achievable through 
the A.D.F.A.'s policy of maintaining a cons
tant real price for dvf within Australia. The 
A.D.F.A. believes the I.A.C.'s recommen
dations would reverse this pattern and con

demn the industry to a position of domestic 
pricing on a parity with the trend for the 
worst dvf prices. Buyers will accept price 
decreases but will resist and will be 
discouraged by upward movements. It must 
be added that the Australian pricing deci· 
sions are already restrained by competitive 
forces as overseas fruit is free to enter 
relatively unimpeded. 

The A.O.F.A. contends the Commission has 
failed to show any just reason why the pre
sent Trade Practices exemption should not 
be continued. The industry believes exemp-

tion is essential to neutralise market power. 
DVF is a largely homogeneous product of 
some 3,500 growers and distributed to the 
ultimate consumer via a market dominated 
by large supermarket chains and a few 
manufacturers. 
Removal of the Trade Practices exemption 
would jeopardise the orderly marketing 
system and reduce returns to growers. 

1985/1990 Reduction In Assistance 
The Commission proposes that the equalisa

tion levy should be abritrarily reduced over the 
1985 to 1990 seasons to a level where it will be 
equivalent to an export subsidy of 1 5%. 

The Commission has failed to evaluate the 
resulting effect on the industry and its depen
dent communities. 

Phasing Option 1: $5 Million Assistance 
A large sum? $5 million of a 5 year period 

equates to $285 per year for each dvf grower or 
less than 2 weeks' unemployment benefit for a 
married couple. 

Furthermore, the funds are totally inadequate 
to tackle the projects required such as upgra
ding irrigation systems. 

Wholesale social security payments will be re
quired if the restructuring proposals are 
adopted. Assume half Sunraysia's 2400 dvf 
growers are forced from the industry. An 
employment multiplier of 3.3 indicates 3, 960 
persons will lose their livelihood. From 

14-September, 1 984. 

November 1 984 the unemployment benefit for a 
married couple with two children will be 
$160.30 per week. Thus the social security bill 
would increase by $33 million and would con
tinue as a compulsory burden to Australian tax· 
payers. Compare this to the present consumer 
transfer, which although substantial at the pre
sent time, is significantly less than the projected 
social security bill, and will fall as export prices 
improve. 

Phasing Option 2: Entitlement Scheme 
The Commission proposes to recommend as a 

second option for the 5 year phasing period that 
the proceeds of equalisation be paid over all the 
production to the value of an export subsidy of 
15%, with the remaining levy proceeds being 
paid on entitlement sales only. 

This proposal has the same problem as the 
previous option for the phasing period in that it 
fails to indicate to growers the real value of 
marginal markets and will diminish the major ob
jective of a market entitlement scheme in seek
ing to restrain further production. Furthermore, a 
5 year scheme provides an insufficient period 
for long term restructuring to offset entitlement 
establishment costs. The A.D. F. A. believes that 
entitlements are necessary on an ongoing basis 
to provide correct market signals to growers. 

Customs Duties 
The A.D.F.A. repeats its request for emergen

cy protection by a temporary increase in import 
duty. 

The A.D.F.A. believes it necessary to imple
ment one of the following options: 
1 . That the import of dvf be totally prohibited. 
2. That a minimum import price apply to the 

import of dvf into Australia; or 
3. That a temporary import duty of $425 per 

tonne, additional to the present $200 per 
tonne, be applied. 

Options 2 and 3 provide the opportunity for a 
phased reduction in this emergency assistance 
measure. Reduced assistance can apply without 
under stress to growers as production is better 
matched to profitable market outlets. 

SECTION 3: UNDERWRITING 
The Commission proposes that underwriting 

be provided for sultanas only, on the basis of 
average export returns at c.i.f. level, payable 
over export sales. The guaranteed minimum 
underwritten value to be determined as 80% of 
the average of the preceding 3 seasons average 
export returns. 

The A.D.F.A. believes the underwriting of ex
port sales only is inappropriate in conjunction 
with the floating of the Australian price in line 
with export parity. Exclusion of the Australian 
returns from the underwritten value will 
significantly reduce the level of funds financiers 
will be prepared to make available for door and 
progress payments to growers. 

By basing underwriting on gross c .i.f. returns 
protection is provided only against downturns in 
world prices, not the stated objective of suppor
ting grower income. This proposal fails to take in
to account reductions in returns other than 
changes in prices, e.g. increases in marine 
freight. 

The present underwriting arrangement is bas· 
ed on 90% of the 3 year average of returns from 
the previous 2 seasons plus an estimated return 
for the season under consideration. The 
A.D.F.A. supports the Commission's proposal 
for underwriting to be based on the average of 
the 3 preceding years. Removing the require
ment to include an estimate of the present 
season will allow earlier determination of the 
guaranteed minimum value. 

LONG TERM EFFECTS 
OF WINE TAX COULD 

BE SEVERE, ACCORDING 
TO BAE STUDY 

Despite strong protests from the wine in
dustry, grapegrowers, the A.D.F.A. , and the 
Labor State Governments of Western Australia 
and South Australia, there is no indication of a 
back down by the Federal Government on the 
wine tax proposal in the recent budget. 

Geoff Nettlebeck, Manager of the Australian 
Wine and Brandy Producers' Association, said 
that estimates by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics of the price elasticity of demand for 
wine have indicated that sales might fall by 4.2% 
in the short term and 13.5% in the long term as a 
result of the new tax. He said the figures implied 
a loss of sales to winemakers of about 40 million 
litres a year in the long term and could mean a 
reduction of grape intake by 65,000 tonnes, 
representing $ 15.6m a year in income lost to 
growers. Keith Christie-Ling, General Manager 
of the Australian Wine and Brandy Corporation, 
said the wine tax would be felt directly in loss of 
sales of the lower priced sparkling wine and 
casks- the industry's only growth area. He said 
" the effects will snowball back into the 
vineyards, particularly in the irrigated areas of 
South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales, 
where an alarmingly high percentage of growers 
are already on welfare payments. " 

Mr Kerin said he thought the impact of the 
wine tax would be marginal. He said that all the 
studies on the possible effects on the industry 
had been done before the pronounced change 
in lifestyle of Australia's drinking population. He 
said that before the Budget, the stage had been 
reached where champagne was cheaper than 
beer; it was still true that mineral water and soda 
were taxed at 20% as against the 1 0% for wine. 

PROJECT OFFICER FOR 
SUNRAYSIA GROWERS' 

ADVISORY GROUP 

Mr. Edward Lloyd, Chairman of the Sunraysia 
Growers' Advisory Group, believes the appoint
ment of the Project Officer/Financial Counsellor 
will be announced shortly. " It is hoped the ap· 
pointee will commence his duties early 
October," Mr Lloyd said. "Response to funding 
requests had been very good and illustrated the 
confidence this project is generating," Mr Lloyd 
said. 
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Food 
Advisory 
Services 

Make your own savoury cheeses and surprise 
your family and friends when next you prepare a 
platter or serve the special dinner. 

Quick and easy to prepare, full of plump, 
luscious Dried Fruits and delicious to eat. 

RAISIN AND 
HERB CHEESE 

Here's what you need: 
250g (8oz) cream or ricotta cheese. 
y, cup Seeded Raisins, chopped. 
y. cup finely chopped fresh parsley. 
2 teaspoons finely chopped fresh dill ill (op
(optional). 
1 teaspoon lemon juice. 
•;. cup cracked black peppercorns or >r pop
poppyseeds. 

Here's what you do: 
Place the softened cheese in a bowl and com

bine well with the Seeded Raisins, parsley, dill 
and lemon juice. Press the mixture into wet 
moulds or using wet hands shape into a log. 
Cover with plastic, wrap and chill. When firm, roll 
in the cracked peppercorns or poppyseeds. 

SULTANA, GINGER AND 
ALMOND CHEESE 

Here's what you need: 
Yo cup Sultanas. 
1 tablespoon rum. 
250g (8oz) cream cheese, softened. 
y. cup glace ginger, finely chopped. 
Y• cup blanched almonds, roughly chopped. 
o/. cup slivered almonds. 

Here's what you do: 
Plump the Sultanas in the rum, leaving to stand 

for at least one hour. Place the softened cheese 
in a bowl and combine well with the ginger, 
almonds and Sultanas. Press the mixture into 
wet moulds or using wet hands shape into a log. 
Cover with plastic wrap and chill intil firm. 
Remove from the moulds and roll in slivered 
almonds. 

APRICOTS, RAISIN 
AND PECAN CHEESE 

Here's what you need: 
250g (8oz) cream cheese, softened. 
% cup Dried Apricots, chopped. 
y. cup Seeded Raisins, roughly chopped. 
y, cup pecan nuts, roughly chopped. 
3/. cup toasted sesame seeds, poppyseeds, or 
finely chopped pecan nuts. 

Here's what you do: 
Place the softened cheese in a bowl and com

bine well with the Dried Apricots, Seeded 
Raisins and nuts. Press the mixture into wet 
moulds or using wet hands shape into a log. 
Cover with plastic wrap and cniTr-untll firm. 
Remove from the moulds and roll in the toasted 
sesame seeds, poppyseeds, or finely chopped 
pecan nuts. • 

PORT FROMAGE 
Here's what you need: 
1 cup chopped mixed Dried Fruits (Apricots, 
Raisins, Sultanas). 
Y2 cup chopped mixed glace fruits. 
Y· cup port. 
500g cream cheese, softened. 
125g (4oz) mild cheese, grated. 
2 teaspoons finely grated orange rind. 
1 cup pecans or almonds, chopped. 

Here's what you do: 
Combine all the fruits in a bowl, sprinkle with 

port and allow to stand for at least one hour. 
Combine the cheeses, add orange rind and beat 
together. Add the macerated fruits, blend well, 
then form into a ball about 1 Ocm (in) in diameter. 
Wrap in plastic and refrigerate for at least 8 
hours, so flavours will blend and mellow. Un
cover the ball and roll in chopped nuts. 
Recover loosely and return to the refrigerator. 
About one hour before serving time, allow ball to 
stand at room temperature. Serve on a cheese 
platter. 
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Vine Growers 
Improve yields at lower costs with superior irrigation 

equipment fron:- Vine leaf Stores~ 

Ei~ Tal Undervine 
Sprinkler Systems 

fi.EIN-TAL 
lrrometer Model R 

The lrrometer tefls when 
and how much to irrigate! 

, FILTOMAT 
FILTERS 

RAINTREE 
UNDERTREE 
SPRINKLER 
SYSTEMS 

The simple clean water solution automatic filtration for 
drip, trickle and spray at a fraction of the price of equivalent 
sand filters. 

To Vineleaf Stores 
P.O. Box 19, lrymple, Victoria, 3498. 

Please send me more information on .. 

D FILTOMATFILTERS 

D EIN-TALSPRINKLERS 

D IRROMETERS 

D RAINTREE SPRINKLERS 

Mr/Mrs/Miss ........................... . ... . . . .. . 

Address ...... . .... . . ............ .............. . 

Postcode ............... Phone ..... ... . . ... . ... . 

APPLICATION 

D Vines 
D Citrus 
D Other 

D Representative to call 
D Further Information 
D School Project 
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