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Agricultural Bureau Conference 
Interesting Discussion on Many 

' 
Subjects 

The annual conference of the 'l{i\cei Murray Branches of the Agricultural 
Bureau was held at Berri on Thursday, May 27, and was attended by about 70 
delegates and the following Government officials: Professor Prescott (chair
man of the Advisory Board of Agriculture), Mr. ]. W. Spafford (Director of 
Agriculture), Mr. A. G. Strickland (Chief Horticulturist), Mr. R C. Scott (Chief 
Agriculturist), Messrs. F. South and C. G. Gras by (district Horticultural Advis 
ers), and F. C. Richards (acting general secretary). Mr. 0. E. Halliday 
(president of the Berri branch. He hoped they would have both an instructive 
and entertaining meeting. 

In his opening. ad~lress, ProfessOl' Prescott 
said th'at it was always a pleasure to attend 
an_ Agricultural Bureau Conference. As the 
wa'r progressed we ought to get in frequent 
touch with one another to discuss the many 
problems that arise from time to time. The 
effect of the war on agriculture acted primarily 
through manpower, and was inclined to be neg· 
lected owing to the fact that we were essen· 
tially an exporter of primary products. 

"When the \\-"'ar started," he said, "it was be· 
lieved. that many of our products could n-ot be 
disposed of and that we could allow agriculture 
to .slide. We, have lost one third of our agri· 
cultural man.power through the war. ·One. 
half of these men lost to agriculture have ·en· 
listed in the fighting forces an-d the other half 
have.., devoted their energies to the manufacture 
of munitions. The question now arises, how 
much of the community can be sp'ared to war 
efforts and how much is necessary for the 
maintenance of a high state of efficiency in 
our primary production. 

CHINESE PROVERB 
"The Chinese have a proverb that to be ~ 

good agriculturist you have to look over your 
neighbor'S fence, and in this there is a -good 
deal of truth, for we learn much from our 
neighbors. In our Agricultural Bureau sy.s
tem 1ve have not only 'a medium for the ex· 
change of opinions, but also a means of foster· 
ing that spirit of co-operation so necessary in 
agriculture. \Vhen the ·.growing of v·egetables 
became a national necessity one branch in 
N.s:n:r., which was modelled on the S.A. linEs, 
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fo-rmed itself into a strong working co-opera· 
!ive bo-dy for the production of veg·etables. The 
Department of Supply, realising the strength 
of the Bure'au system, supplied the necessary 
machinerY, and members spent Sundays assem· 
bling machinery parts. Planting and harvest
ing of Navy Beans was all done on a co-opera
tive basis. These· efforts were greatly helped 
by the Women's Land Army, which was very 
strong in certain districts of N.S.W. In Great 
Brit'a.in the British War Agricultural committee 
began to functio-n immediately war was start
ed, and is now dh·ecting the most highly mech
anised agricultural community in the worJd. 
It was realised that foodstuffs '\-vould be re
stricted and if the nation was to be fed pro
perly it >vould have to be done mainly bY their 
efforts. Vast area.s of new land have come 
into production through means of mechanised 
equipment. In Australia the Commonwealth 
Government would not have knowri ho>v to 
tackie the proMem of production >vithont the 
aid of State Departments of Agriculture. 

RUBBER PLANTS 
"There is a serious shortage of rubber to· 

day," continued Professor Prescett, "and steps 
ai·e being. taken to relieve the situation by 
me'ans of trying out the Russian dandelion and 
the Mexican rubber plant, ana. in the produe
tion of .synthetic rubber known as Buna rub
ber. The- Mexican rubber plant grows on .a 
low average: rainfall no more than that falling 
annually in the Mallee lands of the Murray, 
but the rainfall in Mexico comes in the sum
mer time, so experiments are being made with 
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the Mexican rubber plant in our irrigation 
areas. o-...ving to the seriousness of the rub· 
ber position there should be a voluntary effort 
on the part of every user of motor vehicles in 
Australia to economise in the use of rubber." 

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION AT 
HIGH SCHOOL 

The first paper to be read at the conference 
was given by Mr. \V. IVI. C. Symonds (Head 
:\faster of the Glossop High School) entitled 
"Agric.ultura-1 Education At High School"; dis~ 
cussion followed this paper and the following 
resolutions were carried: 

"(1) That this conference of Murray 
Branches of the Agricultural Bureau is con~ 
cerned by the fact that libraries and laborator~ 
ies an-d commercial rooms in High Schools and 
Ag.ricultural High Schools are not fully equip
ped, and it respectfully suggests tll'at the Edu· 
cation Department take·s steps to remedy this. 

"(2) That any monies raised by high schooJ 
councils for libraries and laboratory equipment 
be subsidised bv £2 for £1. 

''(3) That the- Advisory Board of Agriculture 
recommend to the Education Department that 
as soon •as possible tl1e teachi.ng staff be in
creased to enahle agricultural teachers to de· 
Yote full time to agricultural teaching and ex
periments." 

Th-ese resolutions \Ye1·e proposed and .sec
onded. by Iviessn. C. Till (Barmera),~ T. F. 
Spurling (Renmark North). 

:vrr. L. A. Chapple, gave a p'aper on "Drain· 
age.'' which >Yas commented on by Messrs. 
Bigg·s, \Vilkinson: Jnngfer. P. Ingerson and 
:\facg.ill-vray_ 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
Then followed a pleasing ceremony in the 

presentation of a certificate of life member· 
ship to the Agricultma.l Bureau to :vrr. B. H. 
Jnngfer. of Beni. 
MR. STRICKLAND'S ADDRESS ON -RECENT 

EXPERIMENTS 
:Mr. A. G. Strickland gave >an addre.ss on 

"Results of Recent Expe1·iments and their 
Practical Application to the River Murray." 
About 30 or 40 yeart:: ago, sai-d Mr. Strickland, 
agricultural experiments gaine,d a great impe
tus in all parts of the world, but the practical 
application to scientific experiments was very 
slow. A notable exception to this had been 
the way growers had .applied zinc to their 
trees and vines to supply one of the minor ele
ments. About 1935, it was definitely shown 
that mottle leaf in citrus could he cured by 
zinc spl'ays. The spectacular improyement in 
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trees treated induced citl'Us grov .. 'ers 'all over 
the Stat~ to accept this practice. Altho,ugh 
zinc was a.pplied to cure mDtle leaf in the early 
years of its use, there ·were signs that the 
early treated trees we1·e beginning to revert 
back to mottle leaf. It appeared necessary to 
apply the treatment every two or three years. 

"REMARKABLE RESULTS" 
''Little leaf" in deciduous trees and vines 

was a disorder which explained itself and this 
had had definite reactions from zinc. "In 
fact," he· said, "we got some remarkable results 
with peach trees and vines." Peaches could 
be corrected with a sprray of 50 lbs. zinc ·.sul
phate to 100 Kallons wate·r, applied in the win
ter time. Badly affecte-d trees should he 
treated two years in succession and then left 
for a year or two, Zinc points, using 6 to 8 
:points for every inch in circumference of the 
tree, had a more permenent effect, but would 
tak8 two years to become fully effective. 

·" "The old idea that peach trees would only 
<--, .. ·;/.'last from 20 to 30 years under irrigation may 
' :. have to be revised," he declared. '"because I 

,; have a strong suspicion that the disorder 
&:1 bringing about their d·eath can be cured by the 
~i use of zinc." 
-~ In ·dealing with vines 2 lbs. 'per gallon of 

zinc sulphate W'as- used. "Mix the zinc in hot 
water," advised the Chief HoTticulturst, "and 
apply when the solution cools off. Apply the 
solution to the pruning cuts as soon as possible 
after pruning." 

~'ASTOUNDING RETURNS" 
Zinc app-lied: to vines not showing evidence 

of little leaf resulted in astounding returns. 
The year before last, experiments at Waikerie 
yielded double the amount of fruit as compared 
with untreated vines. ''Zinc seems to be one 
of th-e minor el-ements necessary in the irriga
tion areas," he said, __ "and it appears a good 
practice to try zinc ·on any area which is not 
cropping satisfactorily for no 'apparent rea
son." 

IRON FOR CHLOROSIS 
Chloro-sis, or yellowing of the ·leaves in 

pear trees was a disorder associated with a 
d'eficiency of iron. That was to say, there 
mig,ht be enough iron in the soil but it was 
rendered unavailable through a high alk'alinity 
of the soil. The first trials made. were with 
injections of iron solution and solid injections 
placed: in holes bored in the trees. These 
trials did not result in a. permanent improve
ment of the trees and it was obvious that some· 
thing of a more permanent nature h'ad to be 
found. What was known as the post hole 
method was then tried. This consisted of a 
hole made with a post hole borer or bar and 
put down about 1?,; to 2 feet deep at a distance 
of 5 or 6 feet from the tree butt. Eight holes 
wer.e put down with !} lb. 'ill each hole at equ'a] 
distances around the trees. Some trees treat 
·e-d in Renmark which were quite worthless had 
been brought back to normal pro·duction by the 
application of iron in this method. "Peach 
growe·rs in Renmark," he said, "have been so 
quick to grasp the siinificance of these treat
ments th'at it is now difficult to· find trees in 
this area to carry -out further ex:Periments." 

"A good deal of scope still remains to clean 
up certain aSpects of the treatment."· he added. 
For instance the time of application to get the 
best --results had not yet been cleaned up: 
Whether before or after an irrigation and 
whether to apply in spring· or autumn or sum· 
mer would give best results was not yet clear. 

MANGANESE FOR CITRUS DISORDER 

A certain disorder, associated with yellowing 
leaves in citrus on the Adelaide plains had 
r-esponded to treatment with manganese. The 
leaves of the trees differed in appearance the 
mottling. associated with zinc deficiency, and 
were more of a clear yellow and easily identi
fi-ed from the mottled leaves. Manganese 
still prove one of the minor deficiencies, and 
could be expected to give results in River 
areas. 

GRAPE VINE MITE 

"In 1939," he continued, "the Grape Vine 
Mite caused a great deal of leaf scorching, and 
damage to fruit. . At first glance, the damage 
done by this mite could possibly be attributed 
to oidium by the untrained eye. The mite is 
hardly visible to the naked eye, but can occa
sionaUy be .seen moving up and -down on tho 
leaves and fruit stems. Unlike many other 
insect pests, this mite does not lay eggs, but 
crawls into protected places and over-wint{lrs 
under bud-s and any cover which is available in 
the vines. The tr·eatment found to give good 
results is a spray of 1 in 15 or 1 in 20 lime sul
phur when buds are swelling, and followed up 
when the shoots are about a foot long by 
'a sp-ray of a strength of 1 in 60 or 1 in 70. -

APRICOT GUMMOSIS 

''Apricot Gummosis constituted a seriou!S 
disease about 30 or 40 yea-rs ag,o and we have 
arrived at the same condition today, and un-
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less steps cu·e taken to combat the evil in the 
River centres it may cause as much dama.g·e 
as it has done in the Barossa distl·ict," \Yamed 
::vrr. Stickland. 

Long term field trials wel'e being carried on 
at Ligl}ts Pass. The trees were seven years 
old a.nd \vere tl·eated with a Bordeaux spray 
imme·diately after prun-ing. Gl'owers on the 
River would do well to take good care of their 
apricot trees and not neglect gummosis. 

HORMONES TO PREVENT -FRUIT 
DROPPING 

The application of a spray of honuones for 
prev-ention of dropping of fruit prior to matu
ration had now 1·eached commeYcial dimen
sions, continued the spt;aker. Nurserymen 
had long used hormones for striking cuttings 
otherwise difficult to p1·opoga.te. This prac
tice suggested itself as. ·a means of treatment 
on fruit liable to fall when a:ppl'O-achiug. matura
tion. The experiment proved effective and 
had now been in use for some years in U.S.A., 
and trials carried out in Australasia. had been 
very successful. One property in Balhannah 
treate-d: with hormone spray was thus able to 
save- 50 per cent. o,f its apple cro:P last year. 
Pears and apples, as they approaCh matm·ity, 
formed a. corky layer 'at the stem which caused 
a large amount of dropping. The effect of 
the hormone spray was to toughen the stem 
and prevent the formation of this corky layer 
and the fruit toughened upon the stem and re
mained on the tree. The material -was manu
factured commerci'ally and was not ex.pensive 
when considering the benefit to be derived 
from it. A hormone spray was effectiv:e for 
about a fortnight, and would ther-efore have to 
be applied some time within two weeks of the 
time when a bad fall of fruit was to be ex
pected. This material could. be mixed with 
the· last ars~nate of lead spray which \vas 
given about the time when a bad fall of fruit 
was close at hand. Hormon·e· spray had ,not 
yet been effective to stop the fall of citrus 
fruits, but further experiments might yet bring 
results. 

MR. ARNDT'S PAPER 
Mr. F. R. Arndt's pap-er on "Thirty Years of 

hTigation," was of the usual high order expect
ed from, him, and warrants careful study by all 
connect,ed with the industry. Mr. Arndt's 30 
years' experience in fl'Uit growing under irri
gation has been called upon to good effect and 
this latest paper of his embodie-s some sound 
ad.vic.e in the course of which he outlines the 
prospects for expansion. 

Many questio-ns wm·.e asked and answered 
during the conference. 

The evening session was occupied by an 
address by Professor Prescott. There · were 
about 100 delegates pres,ent for this session 
which is the best attended ever seen at a Bur
eau conference. 

At the Conclusion, :Wr. W. Macgillivray, 
M.P., in a happy vein move a vote of thanks 
to all the de-partmental •officers who attended 
and to the able way, the chairman, :.VIr. Halli
day had conducted the meeting. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
In the May issue of the "News" there ap

peared an article entitled "Frost Protection of 
Sultan'a Vines - Attempts with Petroleum 
Spray."' Authorship of this was credited to 
Mr. D. V. Walters, of the Commonwealth Re
search Station a.t Merbein. 

Mr. Walters has pointed 'OUt that this article 
was .written in conjunction with Mr. R. W. 
Spicer, M.Agr.Sc., of the Shell Company Lab· 
oratory, Melbourne. 

DRIED FRUIT PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE 

Report Submitted By The Chairman (Mr. 
Parker J. Moloney) 26th May, 1943 

ITINERARIES 

Mr. S. A. Rumble (Publicity Officer), left 
Melbourne on the 1st March, 1943, for the 
purpose of carrying out an extensive itinerary 
embracing the principal towns on the forward 
journey to Sydney. He visited Bairnsdale, 
Orbost, and Bega on the Princes Highway, and 
then proceeded. north to Cooma, Queanbeyan, 
Canberra, Yass, Goulburn, Mossvale, Camd-en, 
and Parramatta, arriving in Sydney on the 
27th March. It was arranged for Mr. Rumble 
to spend six weeks. in Sydney, during which 
time he has been engaged in dr-essing windows 
in leading stores and grocers' shops in the 
city and suburbs, and screening the film of the 
industry and lecturing, to pupils at schools. 

On the 10 M<:J,.Y, Mr. Rumble commenced his 
return journey to Melbourne and is at present 
carrying out an itinerary which includes the 
foHowing town-s: Maitland, Bathurst, Orange; 
Dubbo, Parkes, Young, Cootamundra, Jun-ee, 

\Vaggu, Albury, Benalla and Seymolll'. He is 
due back _in Melbourne on the 26th June. 

Mr. F. \V. \Veston (Publicity Officer) left 
Melbourne early in March to- fulfil an itinerary 
which covered most of the irnportant tO\vns in 
GippslancL 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 

\Vhilst they are in Melbourne, the services 
of both publicity officers are utilised in dress
ing ·selected windows in the metropolitan and 
suhurban areas. They have been kept fully 
occupied on this work and, although they have 
not experienced any great difficulty in securing 
windows, they have reported to the Committee 
that,- ui1.til recently, some misunderstanding ap
pear-ed to exist among certain grocers in regard 
to the quantity -of fruit which they were en
titled to ·receive this year from distributors, 
some of them being under the impression that 
the Ol'iginal 50 percent release represented 
the-ir ta.tal releas.e for- the year. Owing to this 
misunderstariding, the Committee received two 
or three. cancellations from grocers with whom 
windows had been booked, and, in these cases, 
Mr. Weston explained the method being ad
opted this year in releasing dried fqdts; in 
addition, it is also understood that, following 
local meetings ·of Group Buyers (held under 
the auspices. of· the Grocers' Association of 
VIctoria), tlie real facts regarding the dried 
!fruits posiUon have been made known to 
grocers. As a· result, Mr. Weston has sillce 
reported to the Committee- that any previous 
hesitancy -on the part Of gror.&:lrS, to make their 
windows available, :has disappeared· now that 
they are confident of obtaining reas-onable sup
plies. of fruit, 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 
Towards the end of the financial year, stock 

was taken of the disp-lay material and equip
ment of the Committee, and it was found that 
s~pplies were in good order and ample for 
pi·esent requirements. 

SCREEN ADVERTISING 
Present contracts with Val Morgan & Sons 

Pty. Ltd., for screen advertising in Melbourne, 
Sydney, Ad·elaide and Brisbane will terminate 
early next mQnth and consideration is being 
given to the cOntinuance of this form of pub
licity. 

SYDNEY FERRIES 
The Committee has. decided to continue its 

existing contract with The Port Jackson & 
Manly Steam Ship Co. Ltd., Sydney, for a 
further twelve months, covering advertise
ments .an the Sydney and Manly Ferries. 

In response to an enquil·y, the above Com
pany has advised the Committee that the 
posters at present showing on their steamers 
are in g.ood condition. 

TRAMWAY ADVERTISING 
In vi~w of the reduction in actual spending 

money due to the allocation of proporti-onate 
sums. to a Reserve Publicity Fund, it will be 
necessary for the Committee to curtail its 
advertising· , in certain directions but, pending 
c-onsideration ,of this matter by the Committee, 
provisional temporary extensions of existing 
contracts have been granted for tramway ad
vertising- in Sydney, Melbourne, and Adela-ide; 

FINANCIAL 
A report by the Auditor, State Audit Office. 

Melbourne, dated 14th May, 1943 (counter
signed by the Auditor General) on the bo-oks 
and accounts -of the Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee for the year ended 30th April, 1943, 
and attached certified copies of: 

(a) Statement of receipts and p-ayments for 
the year ended 30/4/43; 

(b) Balance sheet as at 30/4/43; 
(c) Depreciati.on account-s~atement of re

ceipts and expenditure for year ended 30/4/43; 
haVe been received by the Committee. 

In the Auditor's Report, under the heading 
"General," it is stated that "the books and 
accounts have been well kept and all infor
matiOn l'equested was readily supplied." 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by Agents as at the 

July, disclo.se the following po.sition:-
31st 

VINE FRUITS 

Currants , . . . . . . 
Sultanas . . . . . . , 
Lexias . . . . . . . . 

1943 
Tons 
2,588 
7,424. 
1,040 

11,502 

TREE FRUITS 
Apricots . . . . . .. 423 
P.each,es . , . . . . . . 205 
N ecta.rines .. 9 
Pears ........ 42 

--
679 

1942 
Tons 
4,818 

11,006 
3,223 

19,047 

981 
236 

7 
117 

--
1,341 

1941 
Tons 
2,332 
6,041 
2,468 

10,841 

614 
83 
35 
27 

--
759 
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Agriculture Labor Shortage Address 
--

American Conditions and Problems 
The following report from the California Fruits News is of particular inter

est to Australian dried fruit growers. Mr. Charles C. Teague is one of Cali
fornia's most experienced operators in highly important agricultural concerns 
and his views, put in plain language, give a vivid picture of American conditions 

. and the problems confronting primary producers the world over. 
Charles. C. Teague of Santa Paula, California, 

president of the Calfornia Fruit Growers Ex
change and for many years ·Of the California 
Walnut Growe1·s Association, and a large agTi
cultural op-erator, at a recent meeting in Los 
Angeles 'Of the California State Chamber of 
Commerce presented a valuable addtess en
titlEid "The National Shortage of Agricultural 
Labor and the Importance of Food Production 
in- Winning the V\Tar and Keeping the_ Peace." 
Mr. Teague in the beginning of his adrlress 
stated that before this war is Dver the pro
duction of fnod will be generally recognised 
-as being of even more importance than the 
production of airplanes, ship.s, guns and tanks, 
and that it is now net being given the place 
that its importance warrants by thos·e planning 
our war strategy, adding : "Regardle.ss of Pa12·I 
McNutt's statemept that there will be an abun
dant supply Of food, there is impending a 
great -sha.rta.ge of essential food." 

Mr. Teague enumerated the following con
. ditions as adversely .affecting the ability of 
our -farmers to produce food: 

(1) That there is an acute shortage of agri
cultural labor in the States of Arizona, Oregon 
and California. 

(2) That a very large volume of agricultural 
labor has been 1·ecruited by the Dnited States 
Employment Service from agriculture into de
fence plants. 

(3) That the competition of defence plants 
and the high wages paid, which were made 
possible by cost plus fee contracts, and the 
agricultural >vorkers taken into the armed for
ces, is Iargtjly responsible for the a.gricultural 
labor shortage and this shortage is responsible 
for the inefficiency of the agricultUl'al la.bo1· 
that is left. 

( 4) These increased costs have increased 
the cost of agrkultural production beyoucl the 
point that agi·icul ture can IJay and continue to 
produce the food and fibl'e needed. In the 
last few months,- in desperation, farmers, to 
save crops already planted, have been obliged 
to pay double, and in s·ome cases trip!e, the 
wages formerly paid. The earnings of some 
skilled >vmkers in agriculture have been as 
muc~1 as from tw'enty-:five to forty dollars per 
day. 

(5) That ·'this shortage of agricultural labor, 
unless. speedily remedied, will seriously re
strict in the future the production of essential 
fOodS" necessa1·y to supply the civil population, 
the armed forces. and our allies and to an 
extent that may imperil the winning of the 
war. 

(6) That this labor shortage has already re· 
suited in serious losRes of essential foods ancl 
fibres and will l'esult in further losses this year. 

(7) That unless this condition is speedily 
remedied thel'e will pe a greatly restricted 
:planting of farm lands· in these States ta foods 
and fibre.s essential to the war effort and the 
civil population. 

(8) That this shortage of agricultural labor 
ha~ already seriously restricted the production 
of essl':ntial foods and fibres. This is evidenced 
bY the difficulty that consumers already huve 
in1 procuring from the supplitrs the necessitie."
o.f life. 

(:)) That this sl1orta.ge of agl'icultun.tl labor 
is more acute in the ·weste1·n States thml else· 
where in the United States. The reason for 
this is: 

(a) The recruiting of agricultural lanor 
into defence plants, and this is particularly 
,,acute because of the great concentl·ation of 
defence plants. in these States, wllich have 
been tremendou~!Y expanded and which have 

1equired la1ge volumes of labor. In Cali· 
fornia the appropriatiOn for wa1· contracts 
is S.7 pe1·cent of the United States total; 
the populatfon is 5.24 percent of the United 
.States total. 

(b) The removal for defence purposes of 
a- large number of Japanese who fonnerly 
>vorked in agriculture. 

(c) The great volumes of specialty c1·ops 
g1·own in the .>vastern States. requiring 8. 

very large volume of labor per acre with 
a hig:h cost per ac1·e. The United States 
Department of Agriculture repo1·ts show tlle 
importance of these specialty crops ln the 
food Su]Jply of the United States. In 1!)40 
Cilifornia alone produced 4G pe1·cent of the 
t·otal fresh fruits, vegetables and nut:o that 
we1·e p1·-cduced in the United States. Its 
production ·of vegetables was 22 percent of 
the national tota.l; it,. pr:Jduction of sugar 
beet was 23 pe1· cent. of the national total. 
(10) The evidence p1·esented at rerent hear-

ings had clearly _shuwn that the agencies set 
up by the Government to deal with this crit
ical situation do not have a proper c-onception 
or understanding of its seriousness and are not 
taking adequate measures to remedy it. These 
age.ncie.:: ·are: The Manpo1ver Commission, the 
United. States Employment Service and 'the 
Farm Security Administration. 

Mr. Teague >vent on to call attention to the 
fact that the Manpo\ver Commissi·on with si.x
teen members, bas but two appointed from 
agriculture while six repl'esent organised labor. 
and critic'ises a r~cent statement of the Man
power commis·sim1e1· Mc~utt as "certainly not 
a true statement of conditions in >Ve·£.teni 
States." He also points to a finding of the 
House cf Representatives ·a.griculture com
mittee in report last October which found 
"our definite conclusion that U.S. Empl·oyment 
Offices l1ave contributed a great deal towarft 
the present cl'itical fann labor shortage," 
having even c.-o-0peratecl >vith labol' solicit01·s 
1'\-:ho I1ave gone ·Cn · fal'ms to entic.e .a·way 
workers. 

In cOimection with the Farm Security Ad
ministration, ~Ir. Teague call£ sttention to the 
evidence at recent hearings showing that the 
contracts negotiated by that go·vernmental 
agency for Mexican farm labor last season 
were impracticable and mnvorlmble. and that 
the labor recruited from ~dexico came fnm 
Mexico City, with a larg'e pel'centage of snell 
having no agricultural experience at all, being 
f1·equently taxi driYers. bar tenders and clerks. 
The finding is. after considerable converS<1tion 
1vith fanners concerned, tl1at the Farm Se
curity Administrati-on arrangements were ne
gotiated by the Mexican LabOi' Union and the 
labor uni~ns of thi3 countl·y. 

"It is apparent that it wm not be p-::ssible 
to get an adequate supply of agriculture labor." 
went on Mr. Tea,gue in his address, "through 
the present agencies tl1at have been ::;pt up 
by the Government." 

Thus the views of one of California'~ most 
experienced ope1·ators in agdculture in highly 
important concerns. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

Limited Quantities Of Tree 
Fruits For Civilians 

At a meeting of the S.A. Dried Fruits Board 
held on July 30, attention >Yas given to the 

complaints by retail dist1·ibutors and manufae
turers in regard to the difficulty o-f securing 
sufficient stocks of dried vine fruits for their 
normal tl a ding. It >vas agreed to request the 
editor of the S.A. Storekeepers' Journal to pub
lish a statement in the Journal setting out the 
position in 1943 and the reasons for Common
we'alth action in arranging spread deli~'eries to 
Y'holesale diStributors to August 31, 1943 . 

RUBBER GLOVES FOR DIPPING 
In regard to supplies of rubber gloves being 

ma-de available to glOWBl'S when dipping sui· 
tauas and gordos next year, the secretary 
(:.\1r. \V. N. Twis) reported thEit the Depart
ment of Supply and Shipping had advis·ed that 
limited supplies of rubber would be made avail
able for the manufacture of gloves for this pur
pose. A method >vas agTeed upon for all ap
plications for glove$ to be made through the 
packing houses and the- secretary was directed 
to circularise all packers giving full instruc
tions •a.nd. as the l'epresentations had been 
made to the de.partment by the Consultative 
Committee, all State Boards to be advised of 
the procedure followed by the S.A. Board. 

PRODUCTION TARGETS 
In the matter of the setting up of p1·oduction 

targets and the Ul'ge for fnrther quantities of 
gol'clc·s to be diverted to the dl'ying racks in
stead of being. delivere-d to distilleries "in a 
fresh state, a statement prepared by a mem
ber of the board "W'as submitted and approved. 
The secretary >vas directed r.o fol'wnnl cnpi{;s. 
of the statement to the board~ ot' tile otltH 
.St'a tes. 

Letters fl·om the Director of Foodstuffs were 
received. advising ful'ther releases of limited 
quantities d dried tree fruits for civilian needs 
in S]Jecial ci1 cnm,stances. 

INVESTIGATION REPORTS 
Reports by the Investigation Officer (Inspec

to·r Noblet) on his visit to Broken Hill and to 
Far Northern Towns and ·vvhyalla were sub
mitted and these disclosed there was no evi
dence of unlawfHl tl'ading. The .secretary re· 
ported that a eol)y of the inspector's report on 
Broken Hm bad been forwarded to the chair· 
ma.11 of the New ·south Wales Board. 

The routine lmsiness consiste·d of a revir.nv 
of the pack figures to date, and examination. 
of the board's financial statement and the p"ass
ing of a number of accounts. 

The hoard adjourned during the session to 
rwy an official visit to the Rose Park State 
School tc vie'\ov a film featuring the industry 
which the pnblicity officer (Mr. F. VV. Weston) 
displayed before the pupils. The members 
were in tel ested in the display 'and were pleas-
81' at the interest ,shown by the pupils. 

A.D.F.A. ANNUAL MEETING HELD AI 
llARMERA 

Resolution Seeks Increased .Returns 
The annual meeting of the Barmera A.D.F.A. 

Branch >vas lleld on Thursday evening, August 
5. The chairman (Mr. E. D. Sims) presided 
over an attendance of about 30. 

Jn a report of the b1·anch's WOl'k during the 
year it was stated that the committee had met 
eight time::;. The branch was 1 epresented at 
all CQnferences with Mr. Hunkin (Deputy Direc
tor o-f Manpower) and items had been forward
ed for discussions at the State Conference. 

The establishment and maint.en'ance of a 
labor bureau was again undertaken and the 
supervision was in the capable hands of .Mrs. 
D. Saw ley, to whom the committee. was grate
fuL About 200 soldiers and civilians were 
lllaced by the office. 

The addresses during. the year· by Mess1·s. 
Coats (Cobdogla), and C. G. Grasby (Wa.ikerie) 
>vere appreciated by growers. Reference was 
also m•ad.e to the visit of Sir Charles McCann 
in Jan ual'Y. 

A statement of receipts and expenditure was 
read by the secretary (:VIc C. VV. Till). 
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The election of thYee members of the execu
tive :resulted in the return of retiring members 
unopposed. The executive consists of Messrs. 
Sims, Broster, Gask_et. Po·rter, J. Ya.n Velsen 
and Till (seci·etary). 

A discusSion on dried fruit returns and in
creased costs of production resulted "in a mo
tion by Messrs. \V. L. Cook and S. A. \V. Far 
mer askill$ that increases be sought owing to 
)ncreases in cost of materials and labor used. 

ADDRESSES BY MR. HALLIDAY 
1\h. 0. E. Halliday, u£ Berri, addressed mem

ben on the best method of applying nitrate of 
soda and sulphate of ammoni'a (if available). 

A demonstration and talk of ·budding fruit, 
and citrus trees prov-ed of interest. 

SPRlNG OPERATIONS IN 
THE ORCHARD 

Maintaining Soil Fertility 
Many problems tace the orchardist unde'r 

present wartime conditions, states the "Com
monwealth Agriculturist,'' Labor limitations 
impos.e heavy work on the older generation, 
and with limited supplies of fertiliser it is not 
easy to produce big crop yields and maintain 
soil fertility. 

Using the small allow·ances of fertilise1· tha.t 
m'ay be available to the best advantage and 
working for healthy, v~gorous trees giving fo.:ir 
yields of high quality fruit is a sound long·
range objective, and probably better than forc
ing a high per acre seasonal production. 

Fruit is an essential for the health of both 
civilians and military forces. With c'a_nning 
and jam factori'es, also dehydration plants in 
operation, it is possibl~ for the bulk of the 

. crops not required for fresh fruit purposes to 
be conserved in a readily transportable form. 

GREEN CROPS 
The value of green leguminous crops cannpt 

be over-estimated. ·where they have been 
grow or even where weeds and clovers have 
been ·encouraged. to -develop- during the winte~· 
in an orchard, turning-undel' of all such growth 
early in spring is desirable. 

They add humus to the soil, stimulate bac
terial development and action and contain 
valuable fertilising elements. These plant 
foods do not become available for the feeding 
of the fruit trees or vines until the gree-n cro·p 
is plough·ed-under 'and begins to decay. 

A noted American authority in discussing· 
ihe green crops and balanced manuring of an 
orchard states, "Let me here make a plea for 
the use of complete food for our orchards and 
the right use- of cov-er cr-ops, especially 
legumes. When an orchadist gets his land 
into a condition good enough to grow legumes, 
clovers of all kind, including Ladino, Lucerne, 
Lespedeza, and legumes such as Vetches, etc., 
and grows them in the orchard he will never 
need to worry about his soU fertility." He 
further states, "I have yet to find the farmer 
who has damaged his land or his farm income 
hy the growing. of clovers." 

FERTILISERS USED 
Limite-d. supplies of sulphate of ammonia will 

direct attention to Nitrate of soda, dried blood, 
>and other organic forms o-f fertilisers. 

In the dry fruit a1·eas of Mildura, Red Cliffs, 
and among citrus growers on the iriigittion 
areas, sulphat~ of ammonia is the favored 
fertiliser. 'i:Vhere substantial per acre dress
i.ngs hav-e been given annually for many years 
it is likely that, despite leaching, soil acidity 
will have reached a higher level. 

Being now compelled, due to war conditio-ns, 
to change over to nitrate of soda may have a 
beneficial influence in the neutralisation of 
.some of this acidity. 

Nitrate of soda, being. highly soluble, is rapid 
in its action and it may be wo•rth whil-e con
sidering the advisabality of dividing the per 
acre allowance into two applications, one to 
be given in the early spring at budburst, and 
in the case of vines and deciduous tree-s, the 
balance six to eight weeks later. 

BLOOD AND BONE 
This organic fertiliser is slow in action, and 

should be applied early, say a month before 
bud-burst, as certain .soH temperatures are 
necessary for the liber'ation -of plant foods held 
in organic manures it may be foun-d that unless 
liberal per acre allowances ·are giv-en, the tre-es 
or vines may lack the essential nitrates at the 
critical bud-burst period. 

BALANCED MANURING 
For canning fruit production, while nitrogen 

has been th-e most spectacular of the plant 
foods applied, a balance of other n.itrients
phosphate and potash, and probably under_ 
certain conditions, one or other of the minor 
.elements-may be _desirable if long-lived, 
heaithy, vigorous trees- alre the objective. 

_The-- 4 : 4 : 1 mixture, containing nitrogen, 
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phosphoric acid, and potash, is a balanced fer
tiliser and highly popular among. orchardists. 

QUANTITIES TO APPLY PER ACRE 
Sufficient evidence has accumulated to indi

cate that balanced manuring has not been 
given the conside1·ation which it dese-rves. 
Studying tree health and vigor by using the 
fertilisers available more with the objective 
of maintaining the· value of the asset than 
growing a maximum per acre season's yi·eld, 
appears to be a sound policy. 

All feTtilisers are co·ntrolled· by the -Depart
ment of Agrokulture, and they can only be: ob- · 
t'ained on the authority Of the Rationing Sec
tion of that De:parment, the idea .being to give 
every fanner and orchardist a fair shar-e of the 
fertilisers known to be necessary in the pro
duction of the cro·ps .needed for his objectives. 

GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE IN 
ACCOMMODATING HARVEST HANDS 
Realising· that the accommodation for sea~ 

sonal harvest labo-r is becoming a problem of 
major importance and is not likely to be any 
easier as time goes on, the Commonw-ealth Go
vernment is interesting itself in measures i:l 
the form of financial assi-stance which \Vill be 
of perman-ent value for housing purposes. A 
meeting was recently held bet'~veen the chair
man of th6 District War Agricultural Commit
tee (Mr. C. G. Grasby) accompanied by Mr. F. 
E. Waddy who is a member of the central exe
cutive, and the Renmark District VVar AgTicul
tural Committee, when the matter of aecommo
dation was discussed. 

Mr. Waddy said that normally the responsi
bility for finding accommod'ation lies with the 
employ-er 01· the employee. Fanners are ex: 
pected to assist, and as the rural tovvns hEme
fit from the ·CI'<Op realisations they also have 
some responsibility to give reasonable a.id. 
The D.W.A.C. has the general responsibility of 
seeing that the season'al labOr coming to· their 
district- will have accommodation and should 
press the farmers to make their own arrange
Where feasible, billeting in local towns should 
be exploited. and the- co-operation of councils. 
local exacuation committees and other bodies 
enlisted. 

LOCAL CO-OPERATION 
'.Vhere, by re'ason of the numbers of seasonal 

workers involved, local co-operation could not 
fully meet the position and the D.\V.A.C's._ are 
faced with a brea-kdown, a recommendation for 
special assistance should be made·. In such 
cases, the Department of Commerce and Agri
culture would, on recommendation from the 
State executive· co-nsider the following points: 

('a) The provision of tents. \Vhere tents 
are not already held by the State Department 
for this purpose, early notification of require
ments is most important as difficulty is experi
enced in obtaining releas-e of tents from the 
Army. 

(b) Provision of camping equipments. 
(c) Assistai·lCe to farmers in the erection of 

accommodation on a £1 for £1 basis. 
(d) Other eme1·gency arrangements. 
Each case will be treated on its merits. It 

should be clearly unde-rstood that the purpose 
of assistance, if granted, is to provide accom
modation involving capital cost where local 
facilities are inadequate and is not designed to 
p.rovide free accommodation to employees re
ceiving unfound wage rates. 

Mr. Wad·d.Y said that h·e had no scheme to 
put before the meeting, but C'ame to get an 
·expression of opinion from growers as to 
whether they were sufficiently interested to 
go on with a scheme, which would be accep
tible to the D.W.A.C. 

ALTERNATIVE SCHEMES 
After a good deal of discussion, the general 

impression of the meeting seemed to favor the 
adoption of two schemes for Renmark. One 

\VOuld be the co-operation with the Common
wealth Government for assistance- to growers 
in erecting the necessa1·y accommodation on 
his block, 'and the other scheme \\'OUld )Je an 
extension of the group system. This latter 
plan was very successful in housing the alien 
labor used for harvesting the fruit in Ren
mark last year, a.nd it was thought that it 
the necessary finance could be obtained and 
further two or three camps coUld be est•ablish
ed. The >vhole matt-er calls for a good deal 
of planning and a good deal of thought on the 
part of all concerned. 

When the necessary particulars are available 
a meeting of growers will be called to consider 
the situation. There is no doubt that the 
housing of harvest labor is a matter which has 
come to stay and should not be Consid·ered in 
the light of a temporary expendient, but must 
be approached with understanding as a per
manent asset insof'ar as it affects the harvest~ 
ing of our drie-d fruits. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

Retail Trade Complains Of 
Vine Fruit Shortage 

The S.A. Dried F1'uit Board held its meeting 
on July 1. The-re was the usual full atten-
dance of members. 

HOME CONSUMPTION QUOTAS 
In regard to the revised home consumption 

quotas for the year 1943 a letter from the 
ch•airman of the con-sultative committ·ee (Mr. 
Parke1· J. :Moloney) was submitted. This re· 
l)Orted on c-onferences with the Commonwealth 
authorities in reg·ard. to the proportion of the 
present season's estimated pack to be made 
available for Australian requirements, includ-
ing civilian needs. In terms of the arrange
ment Mr. Moloney represented the State 
bo'ards as such conference, and as a result of 
the clecisiDns reached the following r-evised 
Australian quotas were recommended: For 
Currants 27~ per cent, for sultanas 25~ per 
cent, for lexias 46§ per cent. The chairman 
(Mr. G. A. VV. Pope) stated that the figures 
supplied by Mr. Moloney and on Which the 
quotas W@re based were substantially similar 
to those <acc-epted at an ·earlier conference· with 
the Consultative Committee held on June 11. 
The boar-d agreed to accept the l·ecommenda
tion. 

COOKING OF DRIED FRUITS 
Complaints in regard to improper cooking of 

dri-ed tree frUits at <camps and other military 
establishments were referred to and the Sec
retary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) reported that the 
A.D.F.A. had taken the matter up with the 
Chief Dietitian for the Se1;vices ~Colonel Sir 
Stanton Hicks). 

RETAIL TRADE 
Considerable attention was g.iven to the mat

ter of complaints from the retail trade and 
other sources in respect to the allege-d shortage 
of dried vine fruits, and the secretary was dir
ected to render ta-ll reasonable assistance in any 
ca.se coming under his notice and to seek the 
co-operati'on of the S.A. Storekeepe-rs' Journal 
in c-larifying the position for their members. 

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
A number of assessments for the annual con

tribution for 1943 were approved in re-spect t0 
those packing houses which had already com
plet·ed operations for the season. 

Other routine· business consisted of reports 
of the· investgiation officer (Inspector Noblet), 
a survey of the pack figures to June 19, 1943, 
the adoption of the board's financial statement 
t-o date, and the passing of a .number of ac
counts . 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Pacl;cing and Processing of Dried Fruits. 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
--Dried and Fresh Fruit-.-

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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Annual 

"-:,." 

der the notice of the authorities concerned. 
The difficult position in regard to manpower is 
_fully realis-ed by the Boards and the industry 
but the attainment of the· maximum produc
tion targets set for the- industry is nec-essarily 
bound up with the continued availability of 
labor. particularly during the period of the 
drying operations. The op-portunity is taken.o:E 
r.ecording the Board's appreCiation of the fine 
work of the local Agricultural Committees and 
Manpower Officers during the year-. Through 
their eff9rts it was possible- to· take full ad
vantage of the favora-ble climatic conditions to 
produce a re·cord crop of dried vine fruits for 
this State. 

The annual report of the New South Wales Dried Fruits Board as usual con
tains a comprehensive survey of the activities of the Board and 'a summary of 
receipts and expenditure, together with the balance sheet as at 31st December, 
·1942. The report shows a satisfactory year from practically every angle, tak· 
ing into account the wartime conditions and the difficulties facing primary pro· 
ducers everywhere. 

The limited supply of fertilizers available to 
the dried fruits industry is a matter of concern 
to· the Board. It is considered that the lack of 
suitable fertiliz·ers, particularly in respect of 
Vine areas of high production, will have an ad
verse effect on future production. 

QUTII;S AND. PERSONNEL OF BOARD 

The_ Board. is constituted under the Dried 
Fruits Act, 1939. The varieties of dried fruits 
controlled are dried currants, sultanas, lexias, 
ohanez, prunes, peaches, apricots, nectarines 
and pears. Th·e principal duties of the Board 
consist of the registration of the packing 
houses; recommendation of quotas -for intra
State trade; check of the· New South Wales 
pack of dried fruits to ensur.e that the d·eter
mined qUotas (promulgated by the Minister for 
Agriculture) are complied with; the inspection 
of dried fruits to ensure hygienic packing; the 
regulation fo t-he .g,rading and packing of dried 
fruits and the preventi-on of the sale or pur
chase -of dried fruits not treated, graded and 
packed in packing houses registered with the 
Board. 

Legislation similar in princi-ple to that in 
New South Wales is -operative in each of the 
uther dreid fruitS producing States of Australia, 
viz., Victoria, South Australia and Western 
Australia. 

During the year the- personnel of the Board 
was:-Messrs. G. J. Evatt, Chairman; E. J. 
Hudson, L. B. O'Donnell, P. C. Cox and Lieut. 
Col. the Han. T.· Steele, M.L.C., growers' repre
sentativ·eS. 

The. term of office of the growers' representa
tives on the Board expires on 28th February, 
1943, when the triennial elections are to be 
held. Lieut. Colonel Steele h'as indicated his 
intention to retire from the Board, A founda
tion member of the dri·ed tree fruits section· 
of the Board, he 'has been engaged ·during, the 
past tWo years in active military -duties. The 
Board was fortunate in that he was able to 
attend the meetings of the Boal'd and was 
available for the consultation by correspon
dence. 

PRODUCTION 

The total production for New South \:Vales 
during the 1942 season was 11,987 tons com
pared with 9,417 tons ,during 1941. Details of 
1942 season's production are:-

Oried Vine Fruits Dried Tree 
Tons. · 

Fruits. 

1381 Prunes 
7 489 Peaches 

Currants . 
Sultanas 
Lexias .... 

*Totals 

532 Apricots 
-- Nectarines 
9402 Pears .... 

Tons. 
2148 

86 
341 

4 
6 

2585 

Production of dried vine fruits in New South 
Wa.I-es during 1942 was a record. The prune 
crop was second only in quantity to the record 
crop -of 1937. 

Details of Australian production during _the 
1942 season are as under:

N.S.W. ViC. S. Aus. 
T0ons. Tons. Tons. 

-Currants 1,381 8,579 8,804 
Sultllnas 7,489 42,183 12,423 
LeXi'aS . 532 4,877 3,436 
Prunes . 2,148 436 615 
Peaches 86 130 181 
Apricots 341 76 1.431 
Nectarines 4 23 
Pears 6 68 224 

W. Aus. Total 
Tons. Tons. 
2,421 21,185 

343 62,438 
97 8,942 

3,190 
379 

1,884 
27 

298 

*Totals 11,987 56,34'9 27,137 2,861 98,334 
*As at 30th December,1942. 

PACKING HOUSES AND INSPE,CTION 

.. Twenty-two (22) packing houses were regis
tered -during the year 1942. 

S-ection 19 (7) of the Dried Fruits Act, 1939, 
provides that the granting, renewal or transf-er 
of the registration of any packing house shall 
be in the sole discretion of the Governo·r. It 
has been the policy of the Board to limit, as 
far as possible, 'the number of packing houses 
in New South \Vales, consistent with efficient 
and economical packing. It is the considered 
opinion of the Board that the number of pack
ing hous·es at present registered is sufficient to 
hanQ.le the present production and that further 
registrations would. react to the detriment. of 

the growers. A similal' polir.y is adopted by 
the Dried Fruits Boal'ds of the other States. 

The inspection service at the majo·rity of the 
packing houses was carried out by the inspec
tors of the Gommonwealth Department of Com
merce and Agriculture as in the previous years. 
The attendance of the Commonwealth Inspec
tors at the p'a.cking houses in connection with 
the inspectio-n of dried fntits for export is 
necessary. The cost of the inspection s·ervice 
is shared by the Department and the Board 
on an equitable basis. 

QUOTAS AND MARKETING 
Final quotas determined by the :Minister for 

Agriculture, -on the recommendation of the 
Board respecting dried fruits produced in New 
South Wales ·during the 1942 season were as 
under:-

Cunants . 30.5 % Lexia.s 50.5 % 
Sultanas . 20.5 % Ohanez 50.5 % 
The quotas are· ·for the purposes of intra-

State trad.e. By co-ordinatio·ll between the 
Dried Fruits Boards of the producing States 
the quotas are made uniform throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

Quotas for dried prunes, peaches, 'apricots, 
nectarines and pears were not promulgated, as 
early in the year the whole of the pack of dried 
tre·e fruits was requisitioned by the Depart
ment of Supply and Ship-ping for the us·e of 
the. Services. However, a small percentage of 
the prune pack was l'ater released by the De
p~rtmentt for the use of invalids and the 

,young. 
A substantial increase- in civilian consump

tion of dried currants, sultanas and Jexias was 
t·ecorded during the year. This increase would 
!rave been even more substantial had additional 
fruit been available. However, under present 
abnormal conditions large quantities of dried 
vine fruits must necessarily be l'eserved for 
th-e United Kingdom,- New Zealand and Canada 
in additiun to the Services in Australia. 
MANPOWER AND PRODUCTION TARGETS 

Due to the r.equirements of the fighting ser
vices, there has been a heavy drain on man
power available for production of dried fruits. 

Dried fruits are recognised both in Australia 
a.nd. overseas as a concentrated energy yielding 
food of high nutrition value, which is cheap 
and may be conveniently transported. The 
Boar-d, in collaboration with the Boards of the 
other producing States, has taken every oppor
t~nity of keeping the manpower and fertilizer 
requirements of the Dried Fruits Industry un-

DEHYDRATORS 
During recent years there has been a notice

able tendency bY' growers to erect dehydrators 
as an insurance against adverse natural drying 
conditions. Fifty-one dehydrators were regis
tered with the Boar.d fo•l" the year ended 31st 
December, 1942, 

MOIRTIIRE CONTENT 
It is recognised that the a-ddition of excessive 

moisture to dried .tree fruits may react un
favorably to the interests- of producers if the 
quality of the product is therebY affected. The 
matter has been urlder investigation by the 
Dried Fruit~ Processing Committee, an inter
state adVisory body on whilh th~ council for 
Scientific and Industrial Resear'Ch is .. repre
s-ented. The position has had the attention 
of 'the Boa.rd on a number of -occasions during 
recent years, with a view to legal sPecification 
and maxima moisture content for the various 
varieties o.f packed dried tree fruits should the 
position warrant this course. 

DRIEQ OHPNEZ GRAPES 
During. the year dried ohanez grapes were 

declared a variety of dried vine fruits for the 
purposes of the Dried Fruits Act, 1939. 

INTERSTATE CO-OPERATION 

The Consultative Committee, consisting of 
the chairman of the various State -Dried Fruits 
Boards. met on a number of occasions during 
the year. The object of the Committee is to 
e-nsure, as far as possible, uniformity in ad
ministration by each Board. The functions of 
the Committee are- advisory in character-. 

PUBLICITY 
Dried., fruits publicity throughout Australia is 
Conducted b-Y a committee on which each State 
Dried Fruits Boar<l and the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association are represented. During the 
year war conditions and shortage of certain 
types of dried fruits have rendered unneces
sary many types of advertising. It is the view 
of the Committee that complete cessation of 
advertising is inadvisable nothwithstanding 
certain varieties of dried fruits ar.e either un
available or in sho-rt supply so far as civilians 
are concerned. A tru.st fund has been e-stab
lished to finance an intensive advertising cam
paign during the immediate post-war period 
when full supplies of all varieties of d-ried 
fruits are again available for the civilian trade. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

MILDURA 

NOMINALCAPITAL H50,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits ancl Citrus 

Packed under the well-known 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S;W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made 

Licensed Land Salesmen 'and Sworn Valuers 
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INVESTIGATION SERVICE 

The special inspection service was continued 
during the year. The inspections have the 
primary object of preventing, ·ar d·etecting 
illegal purchase or sale of dried fruits which 
have not been treated at packing houses regis
tered. with the Board. ·It is pleasing to record 
that two prosecutions only were necessary dur
ing the year. A grocer in a country town was 
fined £10 and costs for illegal purchase of 
dried--[Jrunes direct from a grower. A fine of 
£20 an-d costs was imposed on a grower in 'a 
flagrant case. of unhygienic storage of dried 
apricots on a farm. During the year the in
spector visited Brisbane and Southern Queens
land under the arrang.ement With the Govern
ment of that State. The continuation of the in
spection service was consdered necessary and 
junstified in the best interests of both the in
dustry and the consumers. The efficiency o.f 
the special inspections is made possible by 
the -generous financial co·operation of the Vic· 
torian and South Austra-lian Dried Fruits 
Boards. each of which made 'a substantial 
grant during the year. 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contributions by packers towards the cost of 
d·efraying, the expenditure invo.lved in the -ad
ministration of the Dried :fn1its Act remained 
at the rate of 4/3 per ton in common with the 
other States. Under ordinary circumstances, 
this rate of contribution is not sufficient to 
cover the expenditure necessary to enable the 
Bo'al'd to efficiently administer the Act and. in 
particula1· to· finance the special inspection ser
vice in this State and Queensland. 

In -respect of the past year, howeV-er,· the 
circumstances were exceptional as the revenue 
of· the Boa1·d was increased 'by reason o·f. the 
rec01·d production. In addition, no e-xpenditure 
was incurred in respect of .secretarial salary. 

STAFF 

On the death of the late Secretary in 1941, 
the Chatrman, at the unanimous request of his 
colleagues on the Board an-d with the concur
rence of the_, Minister for Agriculture agreed, 
for the time -being, to undertake responsibility 
for the secretarial work of the Board, \Vithout 
remuneration. This arrangement was continue-cl 
during 1942. 

STATISTICS AND GENERAL 

The usual appendices :showing details of ?\1' ew 
South \Vales and Australian productim1 during 
pa.st yea.rs have been omitted from this report. 
The information \Yill be included in future re
ports when national conditions permit this 
course.· 

The r-eport is presented in summari.sed form 
to meet the desire of the Hono-rable the Pre.· 
mier that manpowe1· and paper be conserved. 
The full report including the usual appendices 
is available for public inspection at the office 
of the Board. 

There \Vas a. surplus of income over expen-di
ture of £8'98/8/11 dm·ing, the year. 

The income and expenditure account fo·r the 
year ended 31st December, 1942, and the bal
ance-sheet as at that date are attached. 

GEO. J. EVATT, Chairman. 

NEW SOUTH WALES DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Income and Exp.enditur.e· Account for the Year Ended 31st December, 1942. 

ExpenditUl'e 
Allowances-Chairman . _ .. 

Members ( 4) .. 

£ s d 
100 0 0 
400 0 0 

Income £ 
Contl·ibutions .. " " " -- . . 2,545 
Packing House Registration Fees 23 
Quota Adjustment_ . . . . ... . _.- .. 2 

·s d 
4 8 
5 0 
0 0 Recoup to Water Conservation and 

Irrigation . Commission for Ad- · Interest on Motor Car Advance A/c 6.15 10 
ministrative Costs 660 3 10 

Salaries and Allowance-s 321 16 11 
Travelling E;x:penses . . . . 445 17 8 
Postal and Telegraphic . . 67 19 6 
Printing and StatiOnery . . 35 8 3 
Ih.spection Service . . . . . . 299 17 8 
Advertising . . . , . . . . . . 20 0 0 
Audit Fees . _ . . . . 25 0 0 
Deprecia:tion . . . . _ . . . 26 9 9 
Insurance ........ , . ... . . 6 3 10 
Sundr1r Expenses . . . . . . 9 19 2 
Contributions - Consultative Com-

mittee . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 0 .0 
Publicity Committee 100 0 0 

Surplus-Excess Income over Ex-
penditure . . . _ 898 8 11 

Sub~idy-Victorian Dried 
Board ... " 

South Australian 
Fruits Board .. 

Fruits 
600 0 0 

Dried 
·- 250 0 0 

£3,427 5 6 £3,427 5 6 

Balance-she,et as at 31st December,_ 1942 

Liabilities £ s d Assets £ s d 
Packing House Registration Fees O::ish at Treasury _ . . . _ . . . . . 5,083 7 6 

paid in advance .. , . . . . 20 0 0 Sundry Debtors-
Accrued Allowances .. , . . . 39 8 1 Contributions . __ . . . ... . . 105 6 0 
Sundry Creditors... 105 6 11 Motor Car Advance· Account 155 19 8 
ReServe for Inspection Services 500 0 0" Prepayments . . . . . . . . _ . . . 61 4 8 
Accumulated Fund-s- £ s d Office Equipment-less depreciation 37 1 4 

Balance at 1st January Charcoal Gas Producer-less depre-
ary, 1942 .. .. .. 3,924 '9 10 ciation ... _. .. .. .. ... .. 44 14 7 

Plus Surplus from In-
come and Expendi-
ture- Account . . _ _ 898 8 11 

4,882 18 9 

£ 5,487 13 9 I £5,487 13 9 

The books and accounts-of the· New SoUth Wales Dried Fruits Board have been examined 
and· audited for the year ended 31st Dece-mber, 1942, in accord-ance with the· provisions of 
the Audit Act, 1902, and Section 18 (2:) of the Dried Fruits Act, i939, -and my report the1·-eon 
has been forwar-ded to the ·Colonial Treasurer. 

Having obtained all the information and ·explanations required by me, -I have to report in 
conjunction with such report that in my opinion this balance-she-et correctly ·sets out the 
position of the· Dried Fruits Board ·as at 31st December, 1942, according. to the best of my 
information and the exPlanations given to me' and as shown by such books an<!. accounts. 

E. H. SWIFT, 
Sydney. Auditor-Gene1·al 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures suppiied by Agents as at the 31st 

August, disclose the following position:
VINE FRUITS 

1943 1942 1941 

Currants 
Sultana.s 
Lexias .. 

Tons 
3,260 
8,927 
1,431 

. Tons 
4,689 

10,918 
3,299 

13,618 18,~06 

TREE FRUITS 
Ap1·icots . . . . 
Peaches . - . 
Nectarines .... _ 
Pears . . . . 
Prunes 

556 1,013 
282 247 
10 9 

141 165 
973 1.536 

1,962 2,970 

Tons 
2,414 
6,211 
2,540 

11,165 

682 
100 

35 
47 

740 

1,604 ' 

ESTIMATING THE 
SULTANA YIELD 

Th.e, development of investigational studies 
of the potential yield of sultana vines is of 
in_terest, and of value. Just as growers can 
form a,n estimate of the crop soon after 'bud 
burst, so the scientist can make· an equally 
efficient estimate some four months earlier. 
Whilst the estimates are subject to up&-et by 
nat~Jral effect-heat waves, frosts, ra·in, etc., 
they have a distinct value in guiding the 
growe1r in his exp·e,nditure for manures. The 
repo·rt which follows was pre.pared by Mr-. 

. D. V. Walters, B.Sc., of the C.S.I.R. 

It is possible to proedict with reas-onable ac
curacy, the yield of sultanas when the propor
tion of fruitful buds is known. This type of 
p1'ediction i-s not possible for most other vines 

or orchard trees, as they generally carry m·ore 
than sufficient- flower bud.s for a heavy crop. 
The sultana yield, ho.weve1·, is closely r·elated 
to the number of bunches per ville. The first 
stage in the formation of the bunches for next 
season's crop occurred during late 1942 and 
early 1943. By J.VJ:ay, 1943, all the bunches 
that could develop into fruit in the .1944 nar
vest, \-Vere alre'ady present in the buds on the 
vine. 

MICROSCOPICAL EXAMINATION 

By microscopical examination, one can dis
sect a bud at this time of the yea-1· and see 
whether it is fruitful. The bud scales are 
pulle.d or cut away, the "wool" or "hair'' under 
each set of scales teased out with for_ceps, 
more scales and "wool" are remove·d, until the 
part of the bud remaining i-s too small to 
handle without recourse to mag11ification. The 
bud is stained in a light-green stain to give 
color and "depth" to the otherwise colorles-s 
bud parts when viewed through the micro
scope. Finally, using a binocular or "twin .eye
piece" microscope which gives a stercoscopk 
01' "depth-of-focus" effect, the last tiny bud 
scales 'are pulled away revealing the ru-dimen
tary foliage leaves. These are quite- wen shap
ed and recognisable as vine leaves, although so 
small. These enclOse the growing tip of the 
rudimentary shoot. If the ·bud is fert_ile, the 
tiny rudiment of the bunch is the most 
no-ticable 'feature of the bud, being larger than_ 
the growing, point and shaped like a bunch of 
grapes, or somewhat .like the outline of a. 
Christmas tree. An estimate of the siz-e· of 
this rudimentary bunch _can be m'ade at this 
stage. · 

During the past 15 years, betwe-en 10 and 30 
sites in the Murray Valley have been examined 
in most years for numbe1·s of bunches in .spring 
to give 'an estimate of the coming crop. Fol
Lowing· the heat wave in 1939, it was decided to 
obtain this estimate in the autumn, to pro·vide, 
a basis for methods of pruning. Microscopical 
examinations correctly predicated the- "bum
per" Cl'OP of 1940. Similar examinations in 
the autumn of 1940 predicted a low yield in 
1941. which was also rea.li.sed. 

ALTERNATION OF YIELD 

Alternation of yield ·has been apparent .since 
1938 (a high yield), followed by the low yi-eld 
due to hea.t waves in 1939, then the all-time 
record of 1940, with low -and high yields in 1941 
and 1'942. respectively. However, the differ
ence between a high yield and the succeeding 
low yield h-'l,s been -d-ecreasing. From the 
spring 1942 estimate of yield, it was thought 
tha.t the 1943 harvest would be about that of 
1941 (80,000 tons). The very favorable- grow

'i1_1g .season just passed brought the yield nearer 
to 90,000 than 80,000 tons. 

Our estimates have been lUade ·on sultana 
vines, but it is a fortunate coincidenc·e that the 
yield close-ly parallels the· total dried fruit 
yield ot the Commonwealth. However, while 
the average fruitfulness of buds on the s'it·es 
·examined have correctly estimated the to-tal 
pack, it has been noted that the estimate on 
a.ny one site is not realised on that site. It 
seems that by averaging estimate-s ovet~ a num
ber of sites, we can pre-dict the average yield; 
·but on one -site we _-have ,not yet found a re
liable ·estimate of yield .. 

There is thus the possibility to be borne in 
mind that the sites sel,ected may at some 
future date ·become out o-f step with Common
wealth yields and- _give an unreliable ·estimate. 

In the years in which a low yield occurs, the 
bucls on the far end of the sultan-a cane drop 
off in fertility towards the end of the cane. In 
yearS of high yield, all buds ar·e of equal fer
tility, right to the point where the pruning cut 
is lUade. 

METHOD OF TEST 

This season, 10 fruiting caneS per site· were 
selected at random on 20 sites. Two· canes 
per site were examined in detail, noting the 
relative sizes of the rudimentary bunches, or 
"anlagen." Then the 7th, 11th and 5th bud.s 
were examined on the balance of the canes. 
In all, about 1000 buds were {lissected. In 
size, the anlag.en were bigger than the smallest 
seen in some previous years, but much smaller 
than the large anlag.en of 1"939. Considering 
fruitfulness of the buds, there was mode-rate 
fertility to the 12th bud, with some reduction 
in fercility to-wards the end. of the cane, but 
not as pronou-nced as has been noted in some 
other years. Looking at the -effect of_ alterna
ti-on, it had be-en expected that 1943 would be 
low and 1944 high. But 1943 -considera·bly ,ex
ceeded the estimate. 

To summarise the estimate, we can not ex
pect the -1944 crop to be co-nspicuous for either 
high or low yield, with a strong possibility that 
it will be close to the 1943 crop. It is also 
possible that the serious reduction in usage of 
nitrog·enous fertilisers· which must ultimately 
have a depressing effect o-n yield, will req.uce 
the next crop. 
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Labor Problems Demand More Co .. operation 
Red Cliffs A.D.F.A. Annual. Meeting 
Presenting his report to the annual meeting of the Red Cliffs branch of the 

A.D.F.A., the president (Mr. H. V. Davey) stressed the necessityfor closer co
operation between growers and the committees appointed to represent them in 
the matter of allocation of harvest labor. Much valuable time had been wasted 
last year through lack of co-operation on the part ofsome growers. 

:VIerssrs. Houghton & Midgley were again 
appointed- auditors of the branch. 

Mr. D. V. Walters; Bac.,Agri., of the C.S. & 
I.R., was present. Mr. Davey, in introducing 
him to the meeting, expres.se« the appreciation 
of growers on 'the work he w'as eng,aged in, 
and also congratulated him on his recent pro· 
motion. 

Mr. Walters gave interesting data in relation 
to the inanurial trials on the experimental 
plots on the block of Mr. Les Smith. Cr. C. E. 
Pawson moved a vote of thanks to Mr. ·waiters 
for his interesting talk, This was carried by 
acclama.tion. 

Cr. C. E. Pawson moved, and· Ci·. C. E. Mc
Nally second.ed; that "this meeting of Red 
Cliffs settlers considers that should- the need 
arise for district- labor for seaso,u 1944, the 
Red Cliffs quota should be sent to Red Cliffs 
destination." (Carried). 

Moved by Mr. Nat Barclay seconded by Mr. 
N. Pender, "that this· 1neeting ~upport ·any ap· 
peal that is brought befo·re District Council for 
au extra 1/ per tqn for· P.O.\V. Fund." (Car
ried). 

Mr. Barclay also moved, seconded by Mr. 
G. Wake, that a donation of £50 be paid to the 
P.O.W.-Fund. (Carried). 

Mr. Poppleton moved, and Mr. C. Mackie sec. 
onded, "that this branch raise at the District 
Cou.ncil the question of the delivery o.f the 1944 
dried fruit crop to the packing houses with a 
vie'" to arranging an orderly and equitable use 
of cartage faciliti·es." (Carried). 

Prior to the conclusion of the meeting, Mr. 
F. \V. P. Hammet moved a vote of appreciatio-n 
to the presid.ent Mr. H. V. Davey for his work 
during the year. S·ever.al others, supporting. 
the motion, a.Iso spoke of the amount of work 
Mr. Dav·ey had achieved during his term of 
office on behalf of the branch, especially in 
connection with the establishment of the Red 
Cliffs Commuriity Centres and the distribution 
of labor during the 1943 harvest. Th1s was 
carried by acclamation. Mr. Davey suitably 
responded. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
"The year began with your committee being 

returned unopposed. Members of the com· 
mittee are as follows: Messrs. Bradfo·rd, 
Davey, Gordon, Hazel. Hammet,.Martin, McCal
lum, Poppleton, Wake an-d_ Youngs. Mr. Mar· 
tin was .appointed secretary in snccession to 
Mr. Poppleton, who had held tl1e position tem
porarily, following the death of Mr. A. MacKin· 
non. The following committeemen retire 
this year, and are eUgible for re-election, 
Messrs. 'Gor-don, Hammet, McCallum, Popple· 
ton and Youngs_ The sub-committee of the 
branch are: Messrs. Wake and Hazel (Re· 
search), Poppleton and Martin (Scholarships 
and Library), Hammet and Bradford (Growers 
Finance -Board), Gordon an;:l Davey (Concilia
tion and Labor League). 

"Unfortunately the activities of the branch 
are still being overshadowed by the war, and 
the· poUcy of the- committee has been to -hold 
the barest minimum of meetings consistent 
>vith carrying out the work of the branch. 

HARVEST LABOR 
"Your committee· again worke-d in conju-nc· 

tion with the Conciliation and Labor League 
and the Manpower Authorities during the sea· 
son, to obtain and distribute labor necessary 
for harvesting our crop. The decision of the 
Manpower authorities to send all '-directed 
labor' to Mildul'a, passi-ng. Red Cliffs en route, 
involved a great deal of additional work in the 
allo·cation of that Iab01·. and your committee 
\Vas called upon to supply almost its fnll per
sonnel for several days to deal with the special 
trains as they arrived. This involved atten
dance at Mildura an-d the consequent conduct 
of the Red Cliffs allocation via buses, on each 
of which a committeeman travelled. All 
trains were met during the anival of harvest 
labor and a roster of committeemen was .31'· 
ranged with .a view of assisting growers to flnd 
their hal-vest han-ds, >and als·o to care for the 
workers on arriVal. Committeemen were on 
,duty on each of the days that allocations were 
made at tht;, Community Ce.ntre. 

"The committee \\'ishes: to once again stress 
the absolute necessity for closer co-operation 
between growers and the committees appoint-

d to represent them. Much valuable time was 
wasted. by some growers, who a.fter making 
application for labor, were able· to, fill theh· 
teams Privately, yet failed to notify the com· 
mittee accordingly: The following may be 
quoted as an example ·of many similai· in· 
st'ances. Twenty pickers were -sent to .g.rowers 
who had applied for them. On arrival 12 of 
these found that the growers did not require 
them and Your committ-ee was called upon to 
place these· people with other growers, which 
was done after consid.erable ·delay and diffi· 
culty. This treatment does not make for the 
best of feeling by pickers for our organisatio·n, 
and, you can well understand why y-our com-· 
mittee expected, and should get, better co
operation in future. 

""While hopirig that next season's harvest 
may be gathered und·er other than emet·gency 
conditions, your committee intends making 
suggestions at an early date to- the authorities 
for an improved method of dis-tribution of the 
labor. 

"A report on the activities of your repres·en· 
tatives in regard to manpower will be prepar
ed, and presented to growers at a date nearing 
the commencement ot ne_xt -season's harvesting 
opeeations. Growers sh-ould consider the mat· 
ter of harvest labor carefully and make it a. 100 
per cent. job next season. 

"Qn behalf of this branch I express apprecia· 
tion of the work of the Conciliation and Labor 
Leag.ue, its chairman (Mr. F. Messenger), Mr. 
L. Cleary, organiser, and all who helped in the 
great amount of work done- in the interests of 
gro'Yel'S. 

GOMMUNITY REST ROOMS 
"The need for the establishment of a Com

munity Centre at Red Cliffs had been felt for 
some time by your committee. A meeting of 
all interested was convened by the branch 
and held on October 2, 1942. It was d,eci-ded 
to open two rest rooms (one for women and 
one for men) during the harvest perio-d. This 
was ma-de possible by the following -sponsors: 
Mildura District Council A.D.F.A., Mildura. 
Packers' Association, Labor a,nd Conciliation 
League, Red Cliffs Ch'alllber of Commerce, Red 
Cliffs Branch A.D.F.A. Your branch donated 
£100. 

"A committee was formed and the b1·anch is 
represente-d. by Mr. :Wartin and myself. Mr. 
G. Wilson was appointe-d supervisor and did 
splendid work as liaison officer -between grow
e!"S alld workers, as some hundreds of vacan
cies were filled during the se'ason. Your com
mittee recommends that th'is -service should 
be continued each season. 

RESEARCH WORK 
"This sub-committee continues its good 

work and mention shoul-d. be made of the effort 
made by M-essrs. ·wake an-d Hazel this year in 
harvesting the experimental plots with their 
·own teams. Enquiries regarding the progress 
of the experimental plots are welcomed by the 
above committeemen and 'a rep-ort on ·the 
year's operations will be presented to you later 
in the meeting 

"Scholarships ci.nd Library: As usual these 
examinations were held and the following, are 
the results 

"Minor Scholarships (6), £2 per ·year for 
two years (Entries 36); Winners, Robert J. 
B-eacham, Maxwell W-est, Bertha Poppleton, 
Laurel Houston, Patricia HutchinSon, .Stanley 
Carmi-chael. 

"Major Scho1arships (2), £6 per year for 
three years (Entries 19): Winners, Brian Gam
betta and Betty Stephens. Owing to Brian 
Gambetta declining, the Scholarship wa.s offer· 
ed in turn to Brian Haydon and Trevor Nixon, 
who both declined. The scholarshiJ;J therefore 

·Japs-ed. Congratulations are extended to the 
winners. 

"Red Cliffs Chil-dren's Library: This library 
contains 2200 books and our donation helps 
considerablY to further this .splendid work. 

"Federal Council: This conference was held 
in Mildur'a on October 27, 1942, and business 
transacted was reported in 'Sunraysia Daily' 
and the Dried Fruits News. 

"Representations: During the year represen
tations were made ·regarding the supply of 
petrol for ti-actors, also for an ad-equate supply 
of dl"ainage pipes, steel for hois-ts, all require-

ments fo'r harvesting and a petrol depot for 
Red Cliffs. 

"Export: Sales to the United Kingdom have 
1again been made .on a fiat rate basis f.o.b. and, 
although rates are up slightly it is antic·ipated 
th'at o-wing to increase<}, costs, the improved 
returns to gr·owers will be absorbed in increas· 
ed costs of labor and material. 

"Thanks: Acknowledgeme,nt i-s ma-de 'of the 
Work on behalf of the indu.stry o'f the B·oard 
of Manag.ement A.'D.F.A. Sta'te Boards, IilxpOt;t 
Control Board- and the Oouncil for· Scientific 
and Industrial Re.se'arch. 

"It was with the deepest regret growers 
heard of· the death of Mr. \V. C. F. Thomas, 
C.B.E., chairman Export Control Board. For 
many years Mr. Thomas gave sterli,.pg service 
to our- industry. 

"In conclusion I wish to express my appre
ciation of the· work of the memberS of the 
committee during the past· year." 

S.D. DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Rubber Gloves For Dipping-
The S.A. Boa.rd dealt with a full agenda at 

its meeting o.n August 27. The- chairman (Mr. 
G. A. W. Pope) reported that in connection 
with the preparation of a case for submission 
to the Rural Industries Reconstruction Oom
mis·sion, he had recently Conferred in M·el
bourue with the chairman ·of the Victorian 
Board (Mr. Parker J. Moloney). A- copy of 
the case setting out the history and develop
ment of the dried fruits industry, together 
with recommendations for th·e bettering of the 
industry, as since submitted to the commission 
by Mr. Moloney, was r.ead. 

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 

'Th-e matter of rationing of supplies of dried 
vine fruits to wholesale ·distributors was con~ 
sidered at length together with notes prepared 
by the chairman and it was agreed to obtain 
the views of oth-er State boards on th-e position. 

RUBBER GLOVES 

In regard to the supply of rubber gloves re
quired by growers in c-onnection with the d.rY-
ing and -dipping of next season's ·sult-anas and 
gor:dos. the draft circul'al' for distribution by 
packet'S among their growers was .submitted 
by the secretary (Mr. V.l. N. Twiss) and ap~ 
prov-ed. 

AdviseS were received from the Controller 
of Emergency SuppHes in respect to furtber 
limited releases of dried tree fruits for civilians 
in special cases. 

PUBILICITY COMMITTEE REPORT 

A report by the publicity committee's officer 
(Mr. F. Vl. W,eston) on his film displays before 
the pupils of the leading State schoolS in the 
metropolitan area was received and the secre· 
tary reported that he had forwarded a copy 
of the report to the Director of Education 
whose co-operation in the matter was acknowl· 
edged. 

MOISTURE CONTENT OF: PRUNES 

The requir-ements of the· Director--General of 
Food Supply" in the matter of the moisture con~ 
tent of prunes was discussed in connection 
with a letter of the chairman of the N·ew South 
Wales Board (Mr. G. J. Evatt) and it was not-ed 
that S.A. prune interests had lodged protests 
wilh the department in similar terms of those 
of the N .S.W. Board. 

Routine business comprised, a general sur
v.ey of the pack figures to August 21, reports 
of the Investigation Officer (Inspector Noblet), 
on his recent visits l:o the north-ern districts, 
examination of the board'·s financial statement 
to date and the passing of accounts. 

The death of Mr. J. M. Balfour who was 
chairman of the Victorian -Dried Fruits Boara 
since its inception untU 1937 was noted with 
regret. 

Rice was g.rown in the Far East hefore 1000 
B.C., but its spread to wide areas apparently 
o·ccurred mainly between 1000 B.C. an-d 1000 
A.D. 

Sulfanilamide- has been used to tr-eat pneu
monia in fowls. but sometimes, in spite of 
pro·per ·diet, he·ns began to lay s·oft-shelled 
eggs, and never r-ecovered the ability to lay 

.._hard-shelled one-s. 

Tadpoles fail to tr'ansform into frogs if kept 
in water with no trace of iodine and fed upon 
a diet free from io-dine compounds. 
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All reports, correspond-e-nce, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "AuStralian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, Mildura, Victoria. 

ii'or Adve_!tising RB~tes, apply W. N. Sumnet·, 
Victolia House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 
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~ All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to 
-~ forward items of 'interest to the tndustry 
; as a whole for publication in the "News." 
;:: .. ,. ................................................................. , ...................... . 
Here's freeilmn to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
Far there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Bums. 

RURAl 
RECONSTRUCTION 

THE appointment and activities of the 
Rural Reconstruction Commission, charg

ed with investigations. into the development of 
the na,tural resources of the; COmmonwe'!lth 
and the promotion of the general welfare of _ 
residents of rural districts, affords an oppor
tunity, rarely presented, for the citizens of the 
nrral areas of Australia to make themselves 
hea~d on :rhe vital matter of post-war plan
ning, especially as it affects the country-side. 

The exigencies of a world war in which 
Australiz. has been more closety involved than 
in any previous conflict and in which he.r own 
shores, while yet inviolate, have known the 
impact of shell and bomb, have so disrupted 
urban and rural economy that widespread 
social and economic rebuilding has been ren
dered imperative. 

But the spectacle of the anaemic condition 
of much of the Australian country-side goes 
far back beyond the impact of the present 
war. The conce.ntration of the Common-

~ wealth's population and secondary industries 
along the seaboard demonstrated a mal
adjustment which might well have proved 
fatal to our national indepcindence had the 
threat of invastion become more real. In the 
interests of national development and defence, 
re-adjustment has become imperative. 

The activities· of the Rural Reconstruction 
Commis~ion o:ffen a unique opportunity to the 
residents of the rural communities of the 
Commonwealth to present an effective case 
foJ.. post-war planning in order that this lai1d 
of Australia may be moulded nearer to .our 
bean's desire. Upon those citizens able. and 
willing "to bear the insupportable fatigue of 
thinking" falls the privilege and responsibility 
of contributing the,i.r views on rural recon
struction, making them known through the 
instrumentality of their district Rural Recon
struction Committees. 

:M1att~s _pertaining to the assurance of ade
quate, irrigation supplies; the provision of 
assured and payabJe markets for increased 
primary production; the establishment of suit
able secondary industries in rural centre.s; the 
provision of increased educational-- facilities; 
the question of alien infiltration into the body, 
politic; these are problems that can, and 
should, engage our attention. 

The opportunity exists now for every coun
try dweller, through his district committee, 
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to make his ide~s -<and aspirations for rural 
reconstruction known. The opportunity is 
here and now-it may not occur again in 
our time. In the interests of future genera
tionS" and of a better balanced national 
economy~ we dare not hesitate, nor call too 
loud on freedom to cloak our weariness. 

CORRE:SPONDENCE 

WHAT OF THE FUTURE? 
(To the E·ditor) 

Sir,-The present difficult times regarding 
avenues of trade and shipping, rising costs of 
production and scarcity of materials reflect 
great credit on the A.D.F.A. as a primary pro
ducers' organisation and the sound business 
<ibility and acumen shown by the executive de
serv·es the support and confidence of all grow
ers. Our prestige and repute· is enhanced 
thereby. No section questions the right of 
any bona-fide combination of producers to get 
all that .should accrue to them, for ·even if we 
were incorpo·r'ated in collectiv-es like Russia we 
would still have to be encouraged to produce 
tangible wealth that benefits all as well as our- · 
selv;es. The A.D.F.A. in its long history is 
something in the nafure of a trade union, in
deed the executive once ·seriously considered 
registering under the Trade Unions Acts which 
off·erS specific advantages, and as some unions 
have always been aloof from politics so we, too, 
ar,e quite non-political, which gives us access 
to the ear of any pa-rty that we may approach. 
Here :.n New South W·ales we have recently 
witnessed the spectacle of the one-time power
ful Fruitgrowers' F·ederation wrecked by a ple
biscite of growers that abolished the obnoxious 
orchard tax that was collected by the State 
Gove;rnment. on an acreag.e hasis and a large 
yearly percentable of it paid into the funds of 
the Federation which was affiliated with, and 
subscrihed to, an agrarian politicai party, be
sides publishing a monthly journal nf distinctly 
bias•ed political outlook. 

Whether the various State Boards that con
trol om products will surviv·e· or not is a moot 
question. In any case the very existence nf 
the State Gov·el'D.ments is now threatened, and. 
it is predict·ed that they will wither 'away in 
the next few Years, the writer like countless 
oth-er-s has always been very catholic in his 
views in favor if unifi-cation. Then in the· 
wid-er field of world economy it is certain that 
this war is generating vast influences that will 
mould our future and tear down all barricades 
to trad·e, trav-el and communications, and. all 
r·e·strictions on produ-ction, a-nd the arts ana 
sciences, with our 8(} per cent. export the sup
posed benefit of our tariff was outweighed by 
other handicaps. When tariffs br·eed wars 
and ruinous d·e·pre.ssions, then they become of 
po<:\itive national dang·er. So in the coming 
periC'Jd of readjustments an.d sv."'eeping chang·es 
the "Onus is still on us to keep the A.D.F.A. 
functioning as a live wire association, as we 
did after the. Referendum deb'acle conc-erning 
the Interstate- trade licences when, in conjunc
tion with Murray Industries. Development Asso
ciation, we ·effectively plugged up the loopholes 
and prevented unfair price .smashing. tactics in 
the wo-rkmanlik·e fashion that trade uniolis 
utilise to .safeguard. their inteTests, so I have 
high hopes of the futur·e and all things being 
equal our industry should fare 'alright. We 
may confidently inf·er this from past records. 
Yours, etc., 

H. WILLINGTON. 
Yenda, N.S.W., 4/7/43_ 

[Editor's Note.-Mr. Willington's views are 
not necessarily those of the Australian Dried 
Fruit·s Industry, which has been able· to main
tain stability under the present invo,Ived .sys
tem. however costly. Whilst the industry 
could sav·e eosts, and eliminate certain dis
'abilities. under the unified. control, fit must be 
sure that any d·epa.rture from the present sys
tem is watertight b'e~ore it .advoca'De·s any 
change. The position is being watched.-Ed. 
"D.F.N."] 

FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING TO 
BE HELD AT MILDURA 

The 1944 meeting of the Federal Coun
cil will be held at MHdura 'again, the 
·date being fixed for October 23rd. 

This an"angement is made·· with a vi'ew 
to saving costs and travelling time dur
ing the war period. The estimated sav
ing is in the vicinity of £150. 

A meeting of the Board of Management 
will he held on the Saturday previous. 

''''"'''"""'''"""'""'"""'""""'''"''''''''"""'''''""'''"''''"'"'"" 

PER:SONAL 
Mr. A. R. Lawrence, a membe.r of the Board 

of Manag,ement, who has recently suffered a 
serious illuess, is now l'leported. to be in much 
better health. He is undoer doctor's orders to 
do ;n·o work on his property-a difli-cuty pre
·scription for any grower to obey, particularly 
in these difficulty timeB. 

At the recent meeting :of_ the Board of Man· 
agt-ment the Chairman reported on the l)To
gress of Mr. R. A. Haynes, the Ad·elaide rrepre
sentative for th:e A.-D.F.A., who has been ill. 
Mr. Howie stated that Mr. Haynes, in addition 
to his usual duties, had been 'WOrking long 
hours on soldier_ welfare orgta.nisations without 
stint. This. had made: -an additional strain on 
Mrs. Hayne's health and he was now forced to · 
tak·e an enforced rest. A lett:er conveying 
the best 'wishes of the Association was sent 
from the Board. ~ 

OBITUARY 
We record with regr.et the passing of Mr. 

J. M. Balfour, M.L.C., whose death occurred o.n 
the 31st July las.t. The late Mr. Balfour was 
th-e first chairman of the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board and ocqupied that position for 12 
years, dur}ng which time he took a v.ery keen 
interest in all matters affecting -dried fruit 
growers. 

A.D.F.A. :STATE 
CONFERENCE 

HARVEST LABOR - DRIED FRUIT 
PRICES - DRYING. OF LF.XIAS 

DRAINAGE AND INCOME. TAX -
NITROGENOUS MANURES 

The annual State Conference of the Austra
lian Dried Fruits Association was held at Bar· 
mera. on Sept·ember 21. One of the chi-ef sub
jects di·scussed w-as that of harvest labor. In 
introducing the question Mr. E. D. Sims (Bar
mera) .said that the War Agricultural Commit· 
tee and the A.D,F.A. had ·co-operated in the 
matt•er last year, but it ·was well to decide now 
what steps should be talo2en this year The 
following resolution was carried: "That this 
confer.ence directs local executives to take ap
propriate steps for the provisi-on of- labor for 
the 1944 harvest, working in collaboration with 
the War Agricultural Committee." -

A discussion took place as to whether it -
would be advisable to invite· the Deputy Direc
tor of M'anpower (Mr. L. C. Hunkin) and Miss 
Dorothy Ma1~shall (A.W.L.A. Dir·edor) to visit 
the Riv•er districts at an ·early .date. Mr. A. P. 
Wishart said it would be to no purpose taking 
such action at the present time. It was nec
cessary to compile full details first regarding 
labor amilabl-e locally and additional han<ls· 
required. At the present time it w-ould only 
be possible· to tell the officerS what they 
already knew. Mr. J. B. Murdoch agreed. 
"We must do all we can ourselv•es first," he 
said .. 

RESOLUTION CARRIED 
Resolutions carried were:-
"That the question of drainage costs as an 

allowabl•e deduction in income tax be further 
inquir·ed into." ' 

"That the· advisability or othe-rwise of affiliat
ing with the Chamber of Rural Industries -be 
r.eferred to the board of management -for a 
rep-ort.'' 

''That the· board of manawement consult the 
authorities with a view to obtaining an ·early 
decision as to the quantity ·of lexias requil'ied 
for various markets." · 

"Should the drted fruits requirements of the 
Commonwealth, United Kingdom and/or Allied 
Governments neces•sitate 'a reduction in ton
nage for the Commonwealth markets thus re
ducing sal:es within the Commonwealth, the 
growe:r to be paid at Commonwealth rates for 
fruit so withheld from t0mmonwealth sales by 
the Commonwealth 'Governm,ent." 

"That dried. fruit prices be discussed with a
v:i,ew to obtaining increased returns to cov·er 
increase in p-roduction costs." 

"That the GoV'ernment l:le asked to take up 
the matter of expe·diting the relea.s,e of nitro
genous manures for· the River i-rrigation areas, 
and that future allocati-ons be made on 'an 
ac11eage basis." 

Mr. H. D. Howie was re~e:I.ected chairman. 
FEDERAL COUNCIL DELEGATES 

Delegates appointed to attend the Fed:e-ral 
Council at Mildura on October 26 were: 
Mes-srs. E. D. Sims, R. Curren, E. N. S•eary, 
-J. R. Jemison and G. Scott. Messrs. H. D. 
Howi'e and J. B. Muit"doch are ·ex offi.cio mem
bers. 
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FROST, "FIRST HURDLE" 
IN DRIED FRUIT 

PRODUCTION 
I don't know whether polite conversation in 

~other countries opens with the weather, or 
whether this peculiarity is confined only to 

-_English speaking nations, but the -fact remains 
that it 'is only natural for a, people like Austra
lians, whose· interest in primary production de
:I~ends so much on the w~eather, to .be interested 
in the subject. And. it is one subject where 
the "Highbrows" and "Silly Willies" meet on 

. equal terms; it is just anybody'.s guesS. Just 
.at the moment we look for" the possibilities of 
:frost occurring and the suspense will keep us 
,:guessing for the next month or so. 

The incidence of frost is the first hurdle in 
the steeplechase of pl'oduction of dried fruits 
:and from early September to mid~October 
there will be many an anxious moment, be
~cause this year's winter weather record runs 
fairly even with other y,ears when frost viSita

:"tions hive mad·e· th-eir appearance, and more 
particularly with 1927. This doesn't nec-essar~ 

-ny mean that we wilf'have a repetition of 1927 
spring "freeze."' but at any time when winter 
frosts have been t<are a~td the weather has 
~bee-n particularly dry there is a possibility of a 
fair .share of frosts coming in early spring.· 

Although we are now nearly into September 
tlle weather is equal to mid-winter, and only 

-.on rare occasions is it' possible to go for a few 
-hours without a coat. Frosts occur in certain 
localiti-es with persistent regularity and these 

-have been regarded as "frost pockets" and 
sho-uld always be treated as danger zones -dur
ing early spring. 

It is possibl·e to tone down the effect of 
fro.sts by not working the land tafter the first 
irrigation until the danger has mol'e or less 
passed. 

A standing. cover crop is a dangerous thing 
-to have during the frost period as this, in com
mon with freshly worked land absorbs the 
-heat during the day time and radiates it so 
·_rapidly during the night time that the frost 
becom-es sever,e in these conditions. 

Provided that the cover crop- has been 
Knocked down before-the first irrigatio-n, there 
is not much .danger of w-eed growth interfering 
with the vines for .soil moisture for the next 
month, but if the cover crop is still standing 

·when the- first irrigation takes place and ther-e 
"1s danger of it drying out the land before the 
.second irrigation, then a certain frost risk will 
have to be ·taken by discing it before it dries 
the land too much. 

In any case I think it should always be our 
·aim to @et the cover crop down during~ or be
fo-re, August every year, even at the expense 
-of not getting 'it at its maximum nitrogen con
·tent. 

W-e are told that the maximum .nitrogen out
put of a cov·er crop occurs during full flowering 
-of the plant, and when it is left later than this 
the podd.ing of the legume draws on the plant 
nitrogen to help th,e maturity. Even if a 
cover crop is disced before the full flowering· 
period, it still produces a lot of nitrogen and 

-bulk ·organic .sub-stance to improv,e the physical 
-condition of the soil. If a cover crop is in-
corporated in the soil during July or· Aug,ust it 

·breaks down at a time which should produc-e 
nitrogen in early spring to help the young 
vine growth, but if it is left until Sept·ember, 
the d-ecomposition comes so much later and 
may "mis·s the bus" just when it is most need
-ed-in ·earlY spring. So what we· lose in nitro
g.-en bY early discing of a cover crop, ·we make 
up in the timing of decomposition and eventual 
nitrogen and humus availability to the vine<;; 

·and trees. 
Sultana buds ar-e now swelling visibly and 

will soon be out in J,eaf So here's hoping we 
--will not come in for a "spot of bother'' with 
frosts.- .. -emo in "Murray PJoneer." 

SUB-GRADE DRIED VINE FRillTS FOR 
DISTILLATION 

Minister's Approval For Their Use 
The Australian Dried Fruits AsSOci'ation has 

always contended that sub-grade fruits should 
-be eligible fnr the guaranteed price for spirit 
grapes. Many of the existing distilleri·e.s were 
actually started in the ·ea.rly days with a view 
to avoiding wastage of dried fruits in wet dry
j.ng seasons; much of the capital ·being sub
scribed by dried fruits growers. 

In recent Y·ears we have been prohibited 
·from prompt access to thi-s outlet, de.spit·e 
strong representation by the A.D.F .A. 

However, in a recent -decision, the Minister 
for Customs has approved distillation of 1943 
sub-standard dried fruits for production of 
spirit. This will have to be complet-ed before 
the end of the y-ear. 

The minimum price to be paid for dried 
grupes used for distilling fortifying. spirits is 

·fixed at £17/10/ per ton. 

Nyah and Woorinen Enquiry 
Committee 

Enquiries Confirmed To Vital Problems 
During War Time 

Annual Report Presented 
The chairman of the Nyah and Woorenin Enquiry Committee, Bon. P. T. 

Byrnes, M.L.C., presented the annual report and balance sheet of the commit· 
tee. He said:-

During the year the activities_ of the com
mittee were ·naturally restricted to -essential 
work which could not_ be dropped without loss 
of necessary continuity. lt was a maUer of 
great regret that owing to shortage. of staff to 
check the experiments, that the recording of 
the results of fertiliser trHils at Woorinen had 
to be discontinued. These a1·e recognised as 
one of most elaborate and c·omplete trials in 
Australia. They will he· re-examined as soon 

. as opportunity permits. 
As the Merbein Research Station had divert

ed, its energies to many vital war problems-
" such as seed for drug,s, Vegetables, the Mexi

can rubber plant, etc'.-Mr.~A. V. Lyon, Officer 
in Charge, had to reduce the time available· for 
viticultural research. 

It wa.s decid-ed, therefor-e·, at Woorinen to 
concentrate on drainage enquiries, as owing to 
special problems in the Nyah~Woorinen district 

these- could not be dropped_ Much valuable 
information is being gained, iind the dminage 
lay-out on Lot 38H is proving all acquisition. 

Lot 38H, the committee's d,emonstration 
block, ha,s been further d-evelop-ed, and is now 
in the happy position of having a ,substantial 
credit balance. The management committee 
of this block des·erves sinc-ere thanks for its 
work, which is entir-ely ho.norary. 

These funds will be available in post war 
years for research work. · 

Mr. D. V. Walters, M.Sc., who, under Mr_ 
Lyon, conducted the fi·eld work at Nyah and 
Woorin:en, has been· transferred to Griffith. 

Growers and packers at Nyah, Woorine-n and 
Koraleigh combined to pay tribtHe· to the -ex
cellent and painstaking work performed by Mr_ 
Walters during the 12 years he was occupied 
in these districts, which ha:d been largely r-e
sponsible for -the succ.es.s of the committee. 

NY AH AND 'WOORINEN ENQUIRY COMMIITEE 

Statements of Accounts for Twelve Months Ended 30th April, I 943 
38H PRODUCTION ACCOUNTS 

To Unsold Fruit at 1/5/42, ..... . 
,., Gross profit transferred to Profit 

and Los.s Account 

To Unsold. Fruit at 1/5/42 .... 
" Gross profit transferred to Profit 

and -Loss Account .... 

1941 SEASON 

£ s. d. 
4 17 0 I By Sales of Fruit ....... . 

1 16 11 

£6 13 11 

1942 SEASON 

£ s. d. 
378 18 2 [ By SaJ,es of Fruit . . . . . . . . . . . . 

151 1 0 

. £529 19 2 

To Pruning 
" Cultivation and Irrigation 

::Manure· .. 
" Spraying . . , . 

Harve-sting .. 
Trellising . . . . .. . . . . . . . 

" Travelling and Administration 
,. Insuranc-e Fire & Workers Com-

1943 SEASON 

£ s. d 
25 2 0 
68 11 2 
20 3 10 
12 12 7 

164 6 8 
11 4 6 
13 16 0 

By Sales of Fruit . . . . . . 
" Unsold Fruit . . . . . . 
" Sales of Wire . . . . . . 

Summary ·of Harvesting-
Labor . . . . . . . . . . 131 12 1 
Cartage . . . . . . . . 2 10 11 
Materials . . . . . . 25 18 6 
Repairs to Plant 3 4 9 

£ s. d. 
6 13 11 

£6 13 11 

£ s. d. 
529 19 2 

£529 19 2 

£ s. d. 
169 3 4 
456 1 6 

lo o 

pensation .. 2 7 5 Hir.e of Hut 17 6 
Drainage Rate .. 
Sulldri.es .... 
Water Rates .. 
Depreciation on Harvesting 

Plant ............... . 
Net Profit transferred to Profit 

and Loss Approp. Account 

1 4 3 <Dehydration 2 11 
1 7 9 
5 8 0 £164 6 8 

5 3 9 

294 611 

£625 14 10 

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT 

To Interest to Lands Department . 
" Interest to Woorinen Fruit-

growers . . . . . . . . . . ' .. 
" Insurance Lands Department 
" Petty Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . 
" Contributions t-o C.S. & I.R. 
" Bulletins . . . . . . . . . . . . 
:: Printin¥ ~nd Stationeiy . . . . 

De·pl"eClatl-on . . . . . . . . . . 
" Income Tax . . . . . . . . . . . . 
" Net Profit transferred to Profit 

.and Loss Approp. Account . 

£ s. d. 
. 5 8 0 

17 3 
2 13 10 
4 14 2 

90 0 0 
9 2 1 

12 1 3 
53 16 1 
2 2 0 

435 13 2 

£616 7 10 

By Contributions from 
Nyah Committee 
Woorinnen .. 

" Donations from State 
Rivers .. 

"Rent .... 
" Gross Pro,fit trans

ferred from Pro
duction Accounts-
1941 S·eason 
1942 Season 
1943 Season 

£ s. d. 

105 0 0 
55 0 0 

1 16 11 
151 1 0 
294 6 11 

£625 14 10 

£ s. d. 

160 0 0 

5 8 0 
3 1'5 0 

447 4 10 

£616 7 10 
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PROFIT AND LOSS APPROPRIATION ACCOUNT 

To Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
£ s. d. 

1241 16 11 

£1241 16 11 

By Ba.lance at 1/5/42 .... 
" Profit and Loss Account 

£ s. d. 
806 3 9 
435 13 2 

£1241 16 11 

BALANOE SHEET AS AT APRIL 30TH, 1943 
LIABILITIES 

Capital Account' ........ , . 
Department of Lands >and Survey 
Profit &ud Loss A_ppropriation 

Account ....... • .. , , : .. .. 

"' 

£ s. d. 
76 5. 9 

100 0 0 

1241 16 11 

£1418 2 8 

ASSETS 
£ s. d.- £ s. d. 

Leasehold Land .. 
Buildings as at 1/5/42 102 19 8 
Less Depredation . . . 10 6 0 

! ImprOvements as at 
1/5/42 .. 391 18 7 

Add Ad-ditions .. .. 15 0 

392 13 7 
Less Depreciation . . . 39 5 4 

Bunguny'ah Rack as at 
1/5/42. . . . . . . .. 42 15 5 

Less Depreciation . . . 4 4 9 

Harvesting PlaUt as at 
1/5/4" . . . . • . . . . 10 7 6 

Less Depr-eeiation . . , 5 3 '9 

WO'orine,n li'ruitgrowe-rs 
Co-op ....•.... 

Unsold Fruit-inn the 
hands of Woorinen 
Fruitgrowers C-o:p. 
Ltd. at valuation . 

125 0 0 

92 13 8 

353 8 3 

38 10 8 

5 3 9 

347 { 10 

456 1 6 

£1418 2 8 

Suitable Accommodation For 
Directed Labor Must Be Provided 

This Season 
During last picking season in the Sunraysia 'area, while most of the accom-

modation was good, and some exceedingly good, there were instances of pic· 
kers being expected to accept de.plorable living quarters. In one case, pickers 
were offered a converted fowl pen, in another, a dirty shed open to a nearby 
road, while still another grower lost his pickers, owing to the filthy condition of 
the sleeping 'and eating facilities offered. Such accommodation will not be 
tolerated, and pickers will not be directed to such places, during the coming 
harvest. 

This was the text of a statement made in 
Mildura by Mr. R. B. Plowman, Accommod'a+ 
tion Officer of the \Var Agricultural Commit
tees. 

Mr. Plowman ha-d just conclud·ed a tour of 
district packing houses and timber yards with 
a vi.ew to arriving at a standar-d _of accommo
datio.u for directe-d harvest labor. 

The question of accommodation for harve·st 
labor, directed by the Department of National 
Service- said Mr. Plowman. is one that vitally 
a:ff.ects all grower.s. Under National Service 
Regulations, such labor cannot be directed, un
less suitable accommodation a.nd meals are 
provid·e-d, or alternatively, facilities for cooking 
meals, if the directed workers desire to batch 
for themselve·s. 

The Housing Officer of the Y.l ar Agricultural 
Committe~e has prepared plans of a .standard 
type hut, which is simple in construction, re
quires the minimum of es·sential materials and 
can be procured at the lowest cost. Thes·e 
plans have· been placed before packing houses, 
timber merchants and build,er.s throughOut Mil
dura irrigation settlement, and have met with 
general a·pproval. Growers can be assured of 
having. th-eir orde.rs for huts accepted. 

HUTS AND HUT UNITS 
The ·ba·sic unit of the standard type "sleeping 

hut is a 12ft. x lOft. buil-ding, and will take 
thre,e standard -single be~i.s, while allowing a 
place for ~each occupant to hang llis or her 
clothes. It i.s strongly constucted and well 
ventiated, and by standard extensions will 
hold two extra persons for each seven fe·e~ 
add.ed. The 12ft. X lOft. kitchen hut wHl pro
vide sleeping and eating accommodation for 
two persons batching, or used as a kitchen and 
1d:ining room will accommodate six persons for 
meals. 

The hut units are adaptable to the changing 
requirements of the grower and can be so con
structed as to be eapable of being· mov·ed to a 
different location if desired. 

The War Agricultural Committee's standard 
hut is not the only type that will be accepted 
as suitable. Locally desig,n,ed and built huts 

and commercially produced prefabricated huts. 
which conform to requirements .are also pro
curable throughout the usual channels. 

POINT§ TO BE CONSIDERED 
Directed l'abor will not be provided for grow

ers who do not provide suitable accommoda
tion, bathing facilities and meals; or facilities 
fo1· cooking meals. 

The Executive of the War Agricultural Com
mittee has taken certain steps for obtaining 
the .release of •essential materials for the pro
vis·ion of accommodation, but it·s efforts '.Vill be 
nullified if growers are careless or ·dilatol'y. 

Ord·ers for huts must be placed at once with 
the appropriate pacldng· house, timber mer
chant or builder, as only limited- amounts of 
the necessary matel"i"als are l'eleased from time 
to time for civilian use. Delay will mean that 
the dried fruits industry's share of these will 
be smaller i-n proportion to the delay_ Late 
comers may-.not be able to secure necessary 
accommodation and may 'automatically cut 
themselves out of a share of directed la:bor. 

Equally prompt action must b·e taken by 
g1·owers who desire to provi-de accommodation 
by the enclos-ing ·of verandahs and by other 
means. Application for permits to_ ·so 'alt·er 
premises and ord·e1·s for the necessary mate· 
I'ials must be plac.ed at once. 

SOME FROST DAMAGE 
REPORTED 

Danger Period Almost Past 
"\Vhilst some instances of minor loss have 

been reporte-d from the Red. Cliffs 'area, the 
season to date has. been tre·e from frost dam
age. It is shown by the records that once we 
get safely into October th-e risk is mainly past, 
although certain pockets ar,e· ·still vulnerable 
and have suffered severely in mid-October and 
•even later. However, it ·c'an now b-e assumed 
that the industry has arrived safely over one 

of its many hmdles ...... the· first of them~we · 
have Still a few. Bl'Rck spot, which might. 
easily follOw-. the huniidhy that_ hal:? kept away 
the frost; its_ full ·brother, oidium, and of. 
cours-e, hail;. and nUn at harveSt time which_ 
two latter are beyon-d. control as contrasted_ 
with the former 

Some notes regarding frost preventative· 
measures can .now be made from the experi-· 
ences this season These are briefly .summar
is,ed ws follow: 
- 1 Many th-ermometers are not accurate. It 
is that one degree· that means the difference in. 
wasting, Oil or losing fruit. Some groWeii's lit. 
ui;l-tfi'eir neighbo1~ cl_id not. No los.s by ,either-· 
under relevant conditions-the men who lit up
wasted fuel, and on test were found to have 
thermometers that read som-e degflees lower· 
than the Peal temperature. Inver-s·ely, the1·e 
ar·e ·men who hav,e instruments that read. 
higher than the actual-temperature-these men:. . 
can lose a lot of fruit 'if a frost is; -dange·rous. 

FaciliUes are available in the main fruit_ 
areas for t~esting reading,s, a-nd this should be' 
done annually as many things can happ·en to~ 
the thermometers ·OV'e·r the •season. Business.. 
houses,_ particularly packing houses, sell'ing. 
thermomete-rs to growers should arrange with. 
the local frost club to have a test. The. writer 
recently tested some. new -ones and foundi. 
them three deg.re'es out.:_this could ea-sily m·ean 
the futile use of £10 worth of oil, or the loss
of £300 of fruit. 

2. There has been a good de·al of conjectur·e
as to what is the danger point for sultanaS and, 
~early text books ·S'et this at 32 degrees. How
ev'eir, experience· g.a'ined in the small hours oe 
the morning when "·stan-ding to" has shown_ 
that, providing that the land has be,en wat-ered'_ 
and the vine has a free _sa.p flow (not nec·es.sar
ily a :flooded soil) it will stand as low as 28 d·e~, 
grees __ when the buds are just showing their
heaves. Any that ar,e ou.t about ·an inch:: 
are burnt. It is the borderline of risk, andL 
to revert to (1), indicates the need for faith. 
in the ther-emometer. 

As the .shoots, get longer, so the danger point 
.rises, an-d it can be taken that, as soon as the~ 
shoot comes. into l'eaf 2·9-30 degrees is the vnl
nerable temperature according to th·e Length or 
the shoot. With sho·ots ,six inches long nor· 
los.s has been ,experienced, just under 30. The
fact that the ground has been watered means~ 
that the sap, being warme-r than the air, is 
count,eracting. If the shoot i"s just out it has: 
the full value of the warmer sap fl.ow,.but if it; 
i·s. two, to six inches so the sap has to pa.ss up
a tender thin canal surrounded by air be1·ow· 
fre,ez·ing,, an-d at some place in its way up the 
shoot it turns to ice, -disintegrates the tis·sue-
and the damage is done. This can be noticed 
where some shoots are tak,eh at the- tip-the 
fruit bud being- unhurt and others totally des
troyed. 

The lesson is-test your thermometers
study the effects at the d.i:fferent stages of· 
growth, and .save oil and, ,effort. 

CAN YOU HELP? 
The Auxiliary Service of the Australian. 

Women'·s Land Army off·er.s to the girl on the 
land an opportunity of performing a type at· 
national service which suits not only her capa-
bilities, but also the period of the year during·.
which the -season is somewhat slack. 

The old saying that "a change of work is 
as good 'as a holiday" has a lot to re-commend 
it, especially as the types of work for which 
Auxiliary members of the Land Army a1·e l'e-
quired, carry a:ward rates of pay up to £4/9/ 
per week, or a minimum of £2 p.er week and 
keep for work on indiv}dual far~s, for girls
of 18 years and over. A limited number or 
girls of 17 years 'and. over are accepte-d. 

Many country girls who have been SIJared 
fl'om the home bl-ock for a few months to do 
urgent Land Army work have done wonderful 
work, for it ha.s not taken long for them toe· 
adapt themselves to the new conditions. 

If girls and young wom-en wh'o are normaUy 
occupied in the harvesting. of the fruit crop 
offer their services for any period over a. month 
'at this time of the year, their offer to ·do na .. 
tiona! s-ervic·e will help their cmmtry in this 
period of manpower shortage. 

"But what will become of the harvest if yow 
remain in the Land Army Auxiliary?" This 
question is no doubt likely to be asked by anxi
ous parents who are conc-erne-d about the pro
d.uction on- the farm. The answer is satisfac
tory. At the conclusion of the period for 
which 'a girl enrols-eith-er one month or from 
three to four months-she will ·he r~eleased to 
go home for .normal rUrai work. Working
uniform is provided, namely 2 pairs of khaki 
drill bib-and-brace overalls, 2 khaki shirts, a 
pair of boots cr shoes, and a badge. 

The National Service Officer in your 'area 
can giv·e further details; or please write direct 
to the He-a-dquarters of the Australian Women's· 
Land Army, Nicholas Buildings, 3.7 Swanston· 
Street, Melbourne. 
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i'The Activities of the Association 
~Evidence to. Rural Reconstruction Commission 
.. ~ Packers' Returns ~ Branding of Boxes - Diff~ 
,erentials ~Tree Fruits • Fertilisers • Sales Tax • 
.Federal Council Meeting 

quested tn have the matter adjusted. Mem
bers of the Export Control Board. were re.quest
ed to state a ca-se to the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Control Board, for submission to the 
Minister of Commerce, with the vi·ew of D'b· 
taining some relief for tile industl·y, particular
ly in South Australia." 

FINAL ACCOUNT SALES DIFFERENTIALS 
1943 

consideration was given to the· question of 
fixing finual a.ccount s'ale diff,erentials for cur· 
rants, sultanas, lexias and VValthams and the 
following; were agreed to:-At recent meetings of the Board of Management the matter of evidence to 

be submitted to the 1Rural Reconstruction Commission was dealt with. The 
Commission requested the industry to afford it information on the following:-" 

Curr·ants 
4-Crown over 2-Crown . . . 
3-Crown over 2-Crown . . . 

£5 0 
£2 10 
Basis 
£2 10 
£5 0 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 

(a) G-eneral r·eview of the dried fruit indus
-:rry in recent years 1n Victoria ·with particular_ 
.. .reference to:-

(i) General financial position of those en
gaged in th·e dried fruit industry. 

(ii) Matters relating to markets (produc
ti.on and consumption). 
(b-) Proposals for the betterment of condi

·- tions rel'ating to the dried fruit industry. 
(c) Views of your organisation -on the pos

sible expansion of ·the industry in the post-wa.T 
_perio-d. 

Consiclei·ation was given to this matter and 
at the request of the Board, Mr. P. Malloch 

·umle'rtook to prepare a statement for submi-s
sion to the chairman. 

The Boar-d discu.ss·ed in detail st•atements 
prepared by the Chairman, on the ti'ee fruit 

:position, and ,by Mr. Malloch on the lines re
-quested. These , stat•ements have now been 
formerly submitted to the Commision for per

·usal and the evidence will b~ about the end of 
.Septembel·. J1essrs. Howie, ::Walloch, Sumner 
.and Jones have been requested to give this 
.-evidence on behalf of tl1e Board. 

In comm.enting on· the· statement prep'ared 
by 1\Ir. Malloch, the Chairman said. that it was 
a most compreh·ens'ive review of the dried 
fruits industry. The Board was appreciative 

. ;of the work done by Mr. Malloch, 
As the statement cannot be published until 

released by the Commission, no r·eport of it 
,ca.n be made at present. However, it is anti
.. cipated that the report wi-ll be published~in full 
through the medium of the "Dried Fruits 

_.News." 
FERTILISERS 

The question of availa:bility of fel'tilisEirs is 
becoming a serious one in the d1·ied fruits 

:areas and growers are concerned at the danger 
of a falling off in yield as the soH reserves are 
u-sed up. In view of shortage of supplies, par
-ticulal'ly nitrogenOus fertilisers, the Board 
agreed that representations be made to the 

:authority, pointing, out the necessity for a mOre 
liberal supply being mad,e available if the de
sired production of dried fi"uits is to be main
tained. The Chairman report,ed that there 
was some di-fficulty r•egardiug the supply of 
nitrate of soda in South Australia, but -was 
.hopeful that the position '\VOuld be relieved 
.1n the near futu-re. 

Attention wa-s drawn to the d'istribution of 
Castor .Meal in the Nyah district and the S'ecre
tary was reqUested. to interview the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture· in this regard, with 
a view of having a more equita.ble distribution 
brought into operation. 

TREE FRUITS FOR THE SERVICES 

The following resolution from the A.D.F.A. 
River . Council, South Australia, was submitted 
to the Boar«:-

"That the Board of. Mana.gement be asked 'to 
approach the appropriate authorities on the 
question of correct method of prepartation of 
dried fruits for consumption, particula1·ly 
apricots and peaches" 

It was decided to, write to Sir Stanton Hicks, 
Chief Dietitian for the Sen'ices, outlining our 
views on the prepartion of dried tree ffuits and 
making sugge-stions in· rega1·d to the cooking of 
same for S'ervice requirements 

Resulti-ng from this action a l{Jtter. was re
ceiv~d fr::~ni the -Directorate of Army CatJering., 
setting out the instructions issued to Army 
c-ooks for the preparation of dried tree fruitS, 
which if observed it is cla'ilned that there 
should be no complaints regarding mushy fruit. 

. 'It was 'reported that the Consultative Comniit
tee of the _State Boards had received com-
plaints on the same subject. 

This matter is important to tr-ee fruits. grow
ers for .the rea.sou that if the fru'its ar.e nQt 

··:prepared in a palatable manner for the hun· 
dr·eds of thousands of S'ervicemen and women; 

-these potep.tial us.8l·s p-ost war will have learn
ed to dislike this product to the detriment of 

·Jocal- sales. 

BRANDING OF BOXES 

CorreSpond-ence exchanged between Mr. R. 

2-Crown ..... . 
1--Crown under 2-Crown 
M.F. und,er 2-Crown .. 

S_ultanas 

·5-CrO\Vn over 3-Crown .. 
4-Crown over 3-Crown 
3-Crow,n 
2-Cro\vn under 3-Crown 
1-Crown under 3-Crown 
"Plain" under 3-Cr·own .. 

o per ton 
o per ton 

£4 0 0 per ton 
£2 0 0 per ton 
Basis 
£2 0 0 per ton 
£4 0 0 per ton 
£6 0 0 per tou 

P. Allen, Chief Fruit Inspector, Department o·f 
Commer.ee, and the Association, regarding the 
metho-d. of distributing instructions to Packers 
for the, marking of boxes was submitted to the 
Board. It. is the practic·e of the Department 
of ,commerce to inf·orm their dried fruit super
visors by telegram of the .markings, also what 
part of the box such ma1·kings are to be ap
plied and for th8 Supervisod to p1~omptly pass 
the information on to the Packers in th·eir res
pective districts. It was suggested to Mr. 
Allan that when the telegrams are sent to the 
supervisors 'copy ·should be forwarded to this 
office, so that the Association could notify all 
Agents and Packers and if this were done, it 
was felt it would. be of as-sistance to all con
cerned. 

L~,xias and Walthams (Packed Basis) 
6-Crown ove1' 3-CrOwn £9 0 0 per ton 
5-Crown over 3-Crown .. £2 0 0 per ton. 
4"Crown ov-er 3-Crown .. 10 0 per ton 
3-Crown .. . . . '· .. .. ·Basis 
2-C.rown .. .. Basis 
Seedless over 3-Crown £2 0 0 per ton 

Swea,t -Box Delivery Basis 
OVEASEAS SALES 

Letter,s were received from South Australian 
·interests, pointing out the disabiliti-es th·ey 
were under in respect to .storage a.nd handling 
charges, interest and insw·ance on their dried 
vine fruits, owing to the fact that so far on 
'S·hipping space has b:een availab1e for the 
maln export markets. 

6-Crown over 3-Crown . . . £3 0 0 per ton 
5-Crown over 3-Crown . . . £1 0 0 per ton 
3-Crown . . . . . . . . Basis 

OVERSEAS SALES 

Resolved: ''That in view of the -cl,elayed ship
ping of dried vine fruits for overseas mark.ets 
this season particularly in South · Australif.l . 
where heavy costs have been incurred compai.·
ed to pPevious years in the matter of storage 
all'Cl. handling charges interest and insurance, 
which l1'as caus·ed considerable concern to 
South Ai.tstralian Packers, the Board are re-

Following the d,ecision of the Boa:r:d meeting 
held in· April last, when tentative grade pre
miums were· indicated for currants, .sultanas 
and lexias, the Board decid-ed to fix final grade 
premiums, as follows:-

G:urrants 

Basis 1-Crown 
2-Crown 
3-Crown 
4-Crown 

£2 0 0 a ton up on 1-Crown 
£4 0 0 a ton up on 1-Crown 
£8 0 0 a ton up on 1-Crown 

"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain maxnnum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may he z.ssured ·that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and in the meantime it 

will be realised that . any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD . 

Head Office: 422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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1-Crown 
2-Crown 
3-Crown. 
4-crowu 
5-Ciown 

3-Crown 
2-Crown 
Seedless .. 
4-<Crown 
&.Crown 
6-Crown 

Sultanas " 

Basis 
£2 0 0 a ton up on 1-Crown 
£4 0 0 a ton up on !-Crown 
£6 0 0 a ton up on 1-Crown 
£8 0 0 a ton up on !-Crown 

L.exias and Walthams 
Basis 
Basis 
Basis 
up £1 0 0 per ton 
up £2 0 0 per ton 
up £5 0 0 per ton 

Cur-rants 
In vi,ew of the repreSentations from Western 

Australia, it was ag,reed ta. adopt this year a 
differential of £4 per ton, for adjustment pur
poses, as between 3-crown an-d 4-crown cur
rants shipped to tbe Unit·ed Kingdom, thus 
making 4-crown up- £8 per ton on 1-crown. 

An examination of .samples of Western Aus
tralian fruit submitted showed in the opinion 
.of the Board, th,at the ·quality ·of the We·stern 
Australian 3-crown fruit this year did not war~ 
rant any premium on 3~crown being packed in 
Victoria, and South Australia. 

INTERSTATE CHARGES FUND 

A survey of the- Victorian and South Austra· 
li'an Inte:r;state Charges Funds for Season 1942 
was made. In view of the fact that the Vic· 
torian fund is showing a considerable loss on 
the 1942 ·s:-:eason transactions, it was resolved: 
"That the Victorian Interstate Charges Fund 
for vine fruits be increased 7/6 P>El·r ton, mak~ 
ing the Interstate Levy "£1/12/6 per ton for 
se'aso.n 1943."' 

SALES TAX ON PACKING MACHINERY 

A letter was receiv,ed from the South Aus· 
tralian Dried Fruits Packers' and Agents' Asso
ciation, advising that th:ey consid-ered all ma
chinery us·ed in packing hous.es ·should be fr.ee 
of sales tax, instead bf onlY certain implements 
and appan.ttus used. in the dried fruits industry. 
The matter was ·considered by the Board and 
in vi,ew of the fact thrut it is understood the 
exemptions are only given to machinery that 
is pe·culiar" to the ·dried fruits industry, it was 
considered it would be very difficult to obtain 
eX!emption on standard articles which ttre usOO 
in lhJ.ny other industries. 

UNIFORM ScATISTICS 

·with ch~ several Boards operating in the 
industry each r-espon-sible for the collection of 
statisti-cs a good deal of overlapp-ing must nec
essarily occur. This is unavoidable under the 
_present system, but efforts are be'ing mad'e to 

·- arrang,e a .set up wher·eby these statistics will 
be ·on a uniform basis. At the BOard o-f Man: 
agement meeting a lett-er was received from 
Mr. Twiss, s·ecr.etary of the Consultative Com
mittee, together with notes of proceedings ·of 
conference hel-d in Melbourne on the 27th May 
last, regarding· uniform statistics >vas submit
ted to the Board. The matter was fully diS
cussed and it wa,s felt unnecessary to establish 
a committe·e for the collection and dis·tibUtion 
of ·statistical information relating to the dried 
fruits industry, but that it would be v,ery desir
able to have a uniform return from Packers 
and Agents, in order to simplify the work of 
providing returns as at present. This was 
essential in vie,w of the fact that staff short
age-s were becomh).g v-ery acute. 

FINANCE 

A financial .statement was submitted, and it 
was decid'ed to approve the Chairman's action 
in authorizing Head Office to place· £1,500 in 
the next ·war LoaD.. Authority was given to 
invest a further £2000 as funds become avail:_ 
able, a further £7,50-a.lready being made· avail
able. 

The Chairman report-ed that he had agreed 
to make the sum of £25 availa.ble to the Bar
mera Branch to meet unexpected costs incur
red in connection with the organisation of 
labor supplies for the pa.st harvest season. 
This action was approved. 

It is the policy of the Association when plac
ing these monies in _War Lo·ans to nominat-e 
the amount that ,shall be credited to eaCh pro
ducing district <€!fort. 

TREE FRUITS 

A letter -dated 6th August, 1943, >vas receiv· 
ed from Messr.s. Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
pty_ Ltd., Melbourne, outlining the vi,ews of the 
Chairman of the Dehydration Committee on 
the nec-essity of ~every -effort being, made to in
Cl"ieta.Se the production of dried tree fruits dur· 
ing the c·oming s·eason, so as to not only supply 
extra for Service requirements, but also to pro
vide a margin for civilian use. A statement 
was Submitted giving comparisons of returns 
from canning and drying fruit prices, from 
which it was obs-m·ved that to get a comparable 
price f.or the grow-ers who are_ prepared to -d1·y, 
it would be necessary to secure a considerable 
ad.vance on present prices. 

Resolv-ed: "That Mr. H. R. Jones and the 
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secretary b-e requested to explore the position 
of dried tree fruits and if necessary state a 
case to the Prices pommission~r." 

ALLOCATION OF VINE FRUITS TO 
MARKETS 

The matter of the allocati-on of foodstuffs 
produc.ed .by the Allied Nations is one for the 
Allied Food Council, -which body is -charged 
wi'th the duty ·of placing 'essential foo-ds where 
they are most need·ed. As dried fruits come 
into this category their allocation is a matter 
of Government policy, and whilst the -e·verin
creasing demand at Australian rates would ab
sorb- many mor-e tons at Detter returns to grow~ 
ers, we have to take our share of the oblig,a
tion .to supply food. Whilst it might 
be argued that, if the grower has to 
forego part of his best market he shoul·d be 
compensated by the Gov-ernment, it must be 
remembered also that it is .the wartime, condi
tions that are making the extra -d-emand, not 
only by the civilian trade, but via the services 
and Allie·d troops in Australia. 

The Association has been represent·ed at a 
series of conferezlces dealing· with the alloca
tion of fruits, and certain r-ecommendations 
have been made to the Department of Com
merce which deals with this matter for the 
Commonwealth. The figures are not allowe-d 
to be published without the authority of the 
censor, but it can he- stated that an arrange-. 
ment was made whereby the· grower is equit
ably protected having regard to his higher 
costs of production and his need to provide for 
future pot,entialities. 
VARIATION IN PACKER'S FINAL ACCOUNT 

SALES TO GROWERS 

Having. regard to the fact that every packer 
or agent handling fruit on growers' behalf is 
marketing hi·s pack at fixed prices for his 
proper proportion to each market, ther,e should 
not be any great variation in any particular 
area in the sweat box return for each grade. 
Hmvever, at recent meetings of the Board this 
matter was examined and. it became apparent 
that these variations were operating, A re
quest was made, therefor.e, to packers to sub
mit -details of their handlings. The Chairman 
reported that he had gone. in to the figures 
supplied and was desirous of obtaining more in
formation regarding the basis of the returns 
which indicat,ed wide variations in stem loss 
in districts handling similar types of fruit 
under similar con-diti·ons in the harvest period. 
This matter will be further dealt with when 
the additional information is to hand and Mr. 
Howie reports the re:sults of his enq_ltiri,es. 

CLOTHING COUPONS FOR "PACKING 
HOUSE EMPLOYEES 

A letter was re.ceived from the South Aus- ' 
tralian Dried Fruits Pack·ers' -and Agents' Asso
ciation, asking the Association to take up with 
the Rationing Commission, the question of 
extra clothing coui)ons being made available 
to packing house employees engaged in the 
following occupations in dried fruit packing 
houses, which can be classed' as "heavy wear 
in clothing":-

Engineers, machine cleaners and oilers. 
sweat box lumpers, dehydrator hands. 56 lb. 
box lumper.s. 

The secvetary was requested to t'ak€ up- the 
matter with the Rationing Commission, on th.e 
understanding that the coupons be. issued to 
the management of packing houses with the 
necessary precautions being, taken to .see that 
the coupons are not misused.~ 

Following these representations a letter has 
now been receiv-ed from the Acting Director of 
Rationing: · 

"I refer to your letter of the 23rd August, in 
which you request th'at additional coupons be 
issued to the management of the various pack
trig houses for the purpo.s,e- of providing -extra 
clothing for ce'rtain occupations in your indu~
try. 

"The- question of making additional issues 
of coupons to persons in industrial Occupatio;nS 
has been very thoroughly consid:ered by the
Rationing Commission and as far as possible 
-during the last ration year all industries were 
considered and where ne.cessary additional 

grants of coupons wer·e ma-de to cover those
occupations where the wear· was considered so· 
heavy that the men coul-d not be expected to-,. 
purchase all their clothing n·eeds from the· 
ration book issue of coupons. The number of 
these ·extra issues was, however, comparative~ 
ly sm'all as provision was made for the great.. 
majOrity of workers by fixing, low rat·es for· 
wOrking clothes which ·enabled those men_ 
wearing these clothes to purchas·e approximate--
ly three times as niuch clothing as the offi.c·e-· 
worker for use :d.uring their working hours._ 
These low rates have no relation to the coupon.. 
value of the material contained in the clothing~ 
but were '-deliberately ·fixed to adjust the·- dif-
ference between the industria-l worker and th-e
office. worker. The low rates are, in fact, .. 
equival.ent to a substantial issue as is showUL 
in the following ta:ble :-

2 Boots .. 
2 Trousers 
2 Singlets 
2 Shirts 
4 Socks 

O:r:dinary 
Ooupon 
Scale 

24 
20 
10 
26 
16 

Industrial 
Coupon 
Scale 

12 
10 
s 

10 
8 

9S 48 
"You will notice from these figures that a.. 

man wear'ing out this amount of working: 
clothes receiv.es an equivalent of an extra issue
of 48 coupons above that. given_ to an -ofllc~ 
worker. 

"In the circumstances I regret that your~ 
request cannot be grant-ed, but trust when the· 
position is explained to your members they 
will realise that adequate provision has already
been made for the g.reat majority -of work-ers." 

SEASONAL NOTES 
(By A. V. Lyon, B.Ag.Sc.) 

The viticultural season has .started- as welt 
as can be expected in these difficult times. 
Most of the ·dried fruit areas are in districts. 
expei-iencing a. major drought, and in conse
quence the irrigation arrangements provid·e for 
an early start, and completio;n before sprouting_ 
Most ·of the vine·s ar·e now showing fruit, .but 
at -date of writing the emergence of· ·shoots. 
is not sufficiently forward to permit a count on 
which the potential yield can be estimated. 

The 'fertiliser position has improved since
last year, and the releas-e of nitrate of soda 
will db much to restore the position. With 
both cover crops a.n-d, nitrogenous fertilis·er,. 
the routine practice is about back to normal. 

Sh-ortag,e of labor is refl-ected throughout 
most of the ·settlements. This shows as un
pruned block ,at sprouting time; and also as 
late working of the land. This year it is· 
particularly important that cover crops and 
weeds should be put under in early spring. The 
early irrigation has reduced the degree of pro
tection given by irrigation in frost affected 
areas, and there is general ttdmi:ssion that 
cover crops increase frost damage. 

The fuel position h-as caused, anxiety, and 
is not help-ed by tEe dry season. In some set~
tlements, growers have been advised to work. 
up th·eir land early for cOns.ervation of mois
tUl'e, in view of the possibility· of a longer 
period than usual between the first and the· 
second irrigation. With coal rationed, there 
is no guarantee of suppUes for irrigation; but 
on the. other hand very strong representation 
has been made to the Fuel Board, an .. d it look$ 
as though the allocations will be made condi· 
tional on the coal coming through from New 
South Wales. 

In some of the s~ttlements, including Mer· 
bein and Red Cliffs, th'e much-needed reductioru 
in water usag.e has .been s&ured at the first 
irrigation. Whether this is mainly due tO> 
growers efforts or the un~workEid condition of 
th·e soil is open to questiOn. Probably both 
have contributed. Ther:e is need for reduced 
applications in comparison with last year, for 
both the welfare of the soil and economy in 
fuel. 

The drought still continues, and. no special' 
consideration for fungus diseases is warranted 
at present. 

Barmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
Bl\RMERA, S.A. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PA.CKERS AND AGENTS 

Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 
Local Agents Lancashir-e Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, l'nterna:tional Harvester 

Coy. Ltd., McCorm.Ick~Deering Tractors. 

P.O. EIOX 37, BAR·MERA. 'PHONE BARMERA SO & 82 
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:Review of Dried Fruits Industry 
Memorandum Submitted to Rural 

Committee 
Industries 

Reconstruction 

Ihe following memorandum was compiled by the Consultative_ Committee 
on behalf of the State Dried Fruits Boards, and submitted to the Rural Industries 
Reconstruction Committee. As the report is of more than usual interest and 
covers a very wide range it is printed in its entirety here, as is felt that growers 
generally and all interested in the industry should be in possession of this infor
mation. The report was signed by Messrs. Parker ]. Maloney, Chairman of 
the Consultative Committee and of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board; G. A. W. 
Pope, Chairman South Australian Dried Fruits Board, and C. ]. 'Evans, Chairman 
New South Dried Fruits Board. 

The conditions governing production, mar
-_-:...\:eting and general organisation of the dried 
.-fruits industry are- .similar in substance 
-throughout the Commonwealth. These note;o, 
··therefore, apply to all producing States. 

GENERAL REVIEW OF THE INDUSTRY 
The genesis of the ind.ustry can be traced to 

·.·the year 1891 when the pioneer settlements at 
.'Mildura (Victoria) and Renmark (South Aus
tralia) w-ere established. The absence of any 

-organise-d meth'Od of marketing amongst the 
:gTowers, however, led to the establishment of 
the :.Wildura Raisin Trust (later extended to in
dud,e Renmark) which was designed to set up 

. :a system of orderly marketing. In 1904, the 
Trusts were merged and became the Austra-
Jian Dried -Fruits Association (known ·as the 
A.D'.F.A.) whose objective was to organis,e the 

_marketing of the whole of the dried. vine fruits 
produced in Australia. This system has con
tinued to th8 present. Prior to the- ·establish
_ment of the Trusts in 1895, Mildura sultana 
growel'S were fo1·ced to accept prices for their 
-product as low as lilid per lb. packed and de· 
·uvered in Melbourne. Production increased 
by 1911 when there was an exportable surplus 
1:vllich wa.s shipped to overseas ma1·k-ets at 
prices appreciably lower than thos.e ruling. in 
the Commonwealth. This attracted specula
tors who were a-ble to .offer growers Prices 
11ighel' than the A.D.F.A. \V'as able to 'Offer as 
there was .no legal obligation to share the bur
d-en of any part of the export surplus, whereas 
A.D.F.A. growers had taken up their share of 
that burden. The abnormal conditions in the 
war years of :1;914-18 created 'a reve1·sion of the 
position in regard to export and Australian 
·prices. The problem of differential prices, 
however, persisted as those growers, who re
mained outside of the A.D.F.A organisation 
were still in a position to sell, through specula
tors, on whiche-ver miirk-et was the more re

-munerative. 

RAPID DEVELOPMENT 
The immediate post-war years (1'919-1924) 

marked an impol'tant transition in the indus
try: Production in all States was multiplied. 
This was the direct effect of- the Repatriation 
Policies of the State Government::f'"in opening 
up extensive irrigation areas in the ).1urray 
Valley for the production of vine fruits by sol

-dier settler-s. The- obvious result of this in
crea-se-d production was the expansion of the 

by the Parliaments of Western Australia in 
1926, and New South \Vales in 1927. The 
spirit and purpose of this legislation was to 
establish a system o,f ord-erly marketing of all 
dried fruit produced in Australia. by means of 
spreading the burden of low export values over 
aU growers. This postulates the power to de
t-ermine the proportions of dried fruit produced 
in any year that may be lawfully marketed. in 
Australia. Thus, power was reserved to the 
State Boards Which were set up by this legisla
tion to fix the quotas which were to be lawfully 
marketed within each State. The State 
Bo'ards, Which contain a majority of growm;s' 
representatives, are vested with wide powers . 
Apatt from determining the quotas, which are 
uniform in all States, the boards are- charged 
with the duty of licensing packers, supervising 
the grading and packing of all dried fruits;-- en
suing that packing establishments are properly 
equipped and hygienically maintained, control
ling gen·era.lly all the incidence of packing and 
grading, policing the Act for the prevention of 
unlawful trading. arid conducting an Austra
lian-wide publicity campaign for the sale of 
dried fruits. 

The main functions of the Common wealth 
Board is to control and to regulate the distri
bution _of the exportable -surplus. 

LEGISLATION ATTACKED 
The State legislation was attacked in the 

year 1927, and although the High Com·t's jud.g
ment was favorable to the buards, this judg
ment 1vas reversed on appeal to the Privy 
Oouncil. As a result of this litigation, Com· 
monwealth power was invoked and in 1928 the 
Commonwealth Parliament introduced legisla.· 
tion designed to control interstate movements 
of dried fruits, and appointing, the State 
Boa!'ds it.S prescribed authorities fo-r the Com· 
mo-nwealth -Government. Control of interstate 
trade, whicll ·was considered necessary to im
plement the quotas was esti:tblishe·d. by means 
of licensing all dealers and carriers tl·ading in 
dried fruit interstate. This Act was .subse
quently challenged and, in 1936, a judgment of 
the Privy Council de-clared that the Common
wealth Act of 1928 was invalid as being repug
nant to Section 92 of the Commonwealth Con
stitution. Legisl'a.tion in b-oth Federal and 
State spheres appeared to hav·e broken down 
and the leaders of the industry at once con
ferred, with the result that a voluntary trade 
agreement was entered into, the parties being 
the State 'Dried Fruits Boards, the A.D.F.A. 
and practically the whole of the wholesale dis
tributors throughout the Commonwealth. 

VOLUNTARY AGREEMENT 
This agreement, which was administered by 

the Stat-e Boards under a committee appointed 
by the signatories, established price levels for 
the p:toportions of_ dried fruit sold in the Com
monwealth, and the-s-e proportions conformed to 
the quotas whiCh the State- Boards had fix-ed. in 
the exercise of their Statutory powers. The 
agreement was intended t0 be no more than a 
temporary expedi-ent to meet the crisis which 
was threatened through the partial break-down 
o-f Statutory control. Its success can be mea
smed by the fact that it secured the position 
pending the introduction of amending uniform 
State legislation Which became operative in 
the year 1938. The legislation now in force 
has strengthened the hands of the State 
Boards and has secured the position for the 
time being_ It should, however, be pO'inted 
out here, that the principle of orderly market· 
ing can be effectively and permanently safe.
guarded only by 'amending Se-ction 92. of the 
Common-wealth Constitution in order that 
int8rsta.te trade may be regulated. 

The additional powers reserved to the State 
Boards by the amending. legislation of 1938 
h:ive been re-enforced -bY a policy 'emb'arked 
upon by the A.D.F.A. which, since the year 
1939, has acquired, by means of negotiations, 
the main packing and distributing agencies 
which had hitherto remained outside of the 
YOluntary org.anis'ation of the A.D.F.A. 

The positi'on o,f the dried fruits industry, up 
to the present may be said to be fairly secure, 
on the one hand by the statutory powers vest
ed in the boards, and on the other, through 
the internal organisation of the- A.D.F.A .. 
whose distributors handle over 90 per cent. of 
the total-production. 

PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 
The _progress of the industry is revealed. b~ 

reference to the ste'ady upward production .. 
curve since the year 1'926, which waE the year 
following Statutory control coming into opera
ation in the larger producing States of Victoria 
and South Australia. The following· table in
dications the· average annual production o·f 
dried vine fruits (curr'a-nts, sultanas and lex..: 
ias) f-or the quinquennial perio-ds ended 1930, 
1935 and 1940. and the actual :figures for- the 
years 1941 and 1942. Approximate exports 
and Commonwealth sales are also set out. 

Fot Year- Exports S'ales in the 
Period Ended. Production Overseas C'wealth 

31st -Dec., 1930 
31st Dec., 1935 
31st dec., 1940 
Year 1941 
Year 1942 .. 

Tons Tons Tons 
52,443 39,171 13,272 
64,440 50,042 14,398 
78,845 62,072 16,773 
79,733 62,185 17,548 
92,592 68,242 24,350 

The substantial increase in Commonwealth 
sales. in the year 1942: whfch must be consider
ed as an abnormal marketing year, may be at
tributed to the presence in Australia of a l'arge 
number of American troops, the- heavy demand 
made by the Commonwealth Government for 
Army ratiuning and the increased purchasing 
[lower of a large section of the communitY. 

Legislative control was ·extended to dried 
tree fruits in the ye'ar 1933, and the average 
an.nual production. of th·ese varieties is estimat
ed between 4500 and 5000 tons. In the· year 
1942, and again in the present y·ear, the Com
monwea-lth Government, under the· National 
Security Regulations, acquired the whole- crop 
of prun·es, peaches, 'apricots, nectarines and 
pears produced in Australia. 

exportable surplus and there was a further de
cline in export values. The position was ag
gravated by the post-war re-entry of Greece, 
Smyrna and oth·er L.evantine countries into 
dried fruits production which further depress
ed world parity. In the years 1923 and 1924 
the industry faced a cr--J.sis. Speculative mer

. chants, taking full advantage of the higher 
Australian prices,· w-ere free to exploit the more · 
profitable Australian market by buying out
right from grower,s on. the baSis of Australian · 
prices. While a number of grnwers remain·ed 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. lTD. 
-loyal to the A.-D.F.A. principle of equity of ex

port, the inevitable result was a general drift 
from the A.D.F.A. The more profitable Aus
tralian market had been captured by those who 

- had declined to share the burden of ·export, 
while those whO remained loyal to, the A.D.F.A. 
were forced to export in exceRs of their due 
proportion at prices which were below cost of 

·production.: 

CHANGE IN MARKETING METHODS 
The disintegration within the industry be

··came so serious that in the year 1924, the 
A.D.F.A. approached the Commonwealth Go
"ernment and the State Governments of Vic

-toria and South Australia with a request for 
Jegislation to be introduce·d, designed to give 

-the force of law to a system in which .voluntary 
.effort had failed. The result was the legisl'a
tion which cam·e into operation in 1925, setting 

·:-Tip board control Similar Acts were passed 

MILDURA 

OPERATING 

MERBEIN 

AT 
RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALI,TY FIRST 

land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 
p, MALLOCH, 

Maaager. 
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EMPLOYMENT IN INDUSTRY 
In the dried fruits industry, more than 5,000 

adults, including a large percentage of I'eturned 
soldiers, are directly engaged in p1·oduction as 
owners or lessees of properties. Thousands 
more are employe-d eacll yeal', in cultivating, 
harvesting, drying, p'acking, and processing:, 
and a further large section ar.e concerned in 
marketing and distribution and in all the mani
~old activities that are incidental to the pro
duction and ma1·keting of dried fruitf:l. In the 
dried vine fruits a1·eas, substantiRlly buHt 
towns, surrounded by man-Y- thousands of acres 
under cultivation, form a chain from the uppel' 
reaches of the River Murray in Victoria and 
New South Wales,· as far down the rail head 
as Morgan in South Australia. In addition, 
there are large dried tree -fruit settlements in 
the Goulburn Valley in Victoria, and in the 
Murrumbidg.ee area in New South \Vales, apal't 
from the non-irrigated settlements which lie 
within a ·radius of 100 miles of Adelaide as we11 
as. in isolated ·districts in all producing States. 

It is here .pointed o·-•t that the co-st of admin
istration of all Commonwe-alth and State legis
lation is no burden on the general taxpayer. 
This exp·ertditure is met by a levy_ on g.rower.s 
bas·ed on the tonnage packed. The present 
levy imiJOSed by the State B·o'ards is at the rate 
of 4/3 per to·n. 

PROPOSALS FOR IMPROVEMENT IN THE 
INDUSTRY 

In regard to proposals for the betterment of 
conditions the State Boards submit the follo,v
ing:-

(a) A revision of the report of the fo1·me1· 
Develo-rnnent and Migration Commission in 
respect to production and distributing costs. 
In the year 1927, this Commission furnished to 
th·e Commonwealth 'Government a. Special Re
port on the industry and a number of the re
commendations contained therein have IJeeu 

tn the official report of the Commonwe'alth Ex
oort Control Board that \Yere it not for the 
special circumstances of the war in EnroiJe, 
there would have been great difficulty in dis
posing· of that year's exportable stu·plus, re
nulting in a large carry-over to the 1941 season. 

It is clear, therefore, that '\\ith a return to 
norm'al conditions. any contemplated expansion 
in production should be preceded by an econo
mic survey of the whole position of the indus
try, with special attention to the development 
of new markets. 

FURTHE8 PLANTINGS 
In view of the present econornic l)osition of 

the· industry and of the substantial expOl'table 
surpluses to world markets at appreciably 
lower levels than ruling in the Commonwealth, 
the unanimous and considered opinion of all 
State ·Dried Fruits Bo'ards is that further 
plantings should be discouraged until new mar
kets are ·assured. This policy has been submit· 
ted from time to time to the Governments 
of the IJl'Oducing States as well as to the Aus
tralian Agricultural Council. In the year 1928 
on the recommendation of the River Murray 
Advisory Committee, the States of Ne\v South 
\Vales. Victoria. and South- Australia entered 
into wh'at is known as "The Gentlemen's Agt·ee
ment" \Yhich laid down the policy that the 
States with rights in the Murray vmters would 
not pl'Ovide the means ·for extending the plant
ings of dried vine fruits, and further, would 
consult f1·om time to time as to the form of 
development of lands in the Mtu·ray Valley. 
The Rive1· Murray Advisory Committee has 
ceased to function but the ag1·eement up to 
the present h'as been honored. The Dried Fruits 
Boanls of the States concerned have made re
presentations to their respective Governments 
for the setting up of a permanent body as suc
cessors to- the River Murray Advisory Com
mittee. 

since implemented. NECESSITY MAINTAIN PRICE LEVELS 

(b) Standardisatio-n of pa8king equiprnen" It is here p~inted out that to ensure for t.he 
with a vieyv to the elimination of redundant growers a. lrvmg standar-d, the .present pnce 
packing establishments. It is here .pointed levels rulmg ~n ~he Conn~ot;lwe~lt~ , market 
out that as a result of the recommendations of ;nust be be mamtamed. Tins IS _of pa1 amount 
the Development and Migration Commission, nn:t::ortance. In ot~er words, ~he mdustry :·ests 
the number of packing houses in Victoria has entirely on th_e pnces at w~1ch the relatively_ 
been reduced from 44 in 1927 to 28 at the pl·e- small :pro-portwn-representu;-g. an average of 
sent day, and in South Austrdlia from 67 to 34, ~pproxnn_at~ly .20 per cent. of the tota_I pack-
notwithStanding the extension of coniTol to IS sold Wlthm th~ Commonwe-alt~. It Is. there-
drie-d fruits in the yea-1· 1932 \Vhich involved fore,. the Austt·ahan market winch must carry 
th · t t' ( \" · ) f ddT 1 the mdustry 

e r:gJS ra IOn or ICensi~g . 0 a 1 wna In reg>a1·-c1 io d1·iecl vine fruiits it '\Vould ap-
establ.~slu:ne.nts. T~e- .bctard s v,re;:rs are _that pear that, with a normal consumPtion of about 
the_ pllnciple of centuhsed P_ackm, (~s shess- 20 per cent o-f the total production, the point 
ed In tl~e repor~ refe.ned ~o) lS essential to the of absorpti~n on the Commonwealth market 
economiQ worlqug of the _mclust~y. ha.s been r-eached. and it is emphasised by the 

(c) Localisation of packing with a view to a Boar·ds that, in order to secure his eost of pro-
reduction in growers' transport costs. duction, the grower must be able to diSIJOse of 

(d} The dissemination among all growers at lea.st 213 per cent. of his product on the more 
throug·hout the Commonwealth of the results p'ayable Australian market. 
of the 1esear0hes now being carried out at In the event of increased production under 
Merbein (Vic.) by the COllncil fo1· Scientific the infiue·nce of post-war development, the 
and Industrial Research. In thts connection Boards desire to stress that the1·e must be 
it is felt that, in order to secure a progressive c1evised some method of ensuring a living stand-
improvement in the quality of grade standar-ds, arcl for"every grower. It is submitted the best 
there should be made- available to grow.ers. ex- means of attaining this end is for an exhaustive 
pert advice and guidance on all cultnral prob- survey to be made of 'all oversea.s markets to 
lems, i.e., pruning. drying, dehydration. recon· ascertain the proportions that would be avail-
struction of old vines. soil treatment. irriga- able to Australian production. One alternative 
tion, pest resistance, etc would be to establish some method of subsi

disiug the grower. 
POST WAR EXPANSION. The report of the Development and Migra-

To meet the circumstances -.,y1h1Ch would tion Commission (referred to above) lays pai·-
aris·e as the result of any contemplated post- ticula.r emphasis on the danger of increased 
war expansion of production, the Dried Fruits production unde1· ·present circumstances ·and it3 
Boards consider it wise to reviev"' the positio-n first recommendation (vide p. 49) was:-
of the industry as it obtained in normal tinw.~. ·'That Governments definitely discourage 
prior to the Olltb1·eak of tlie ~nesent \Var. further plantings until additional markets 

At that time, the only outlets for practically are assure-d." 
the whole of the Australian prodnc·tion were: it is beyond doubt, that. as a direct result of 

1, the United Kindom; 2, Canada.; 3. the the extension of Statut01·y control to dried tree 
Commomvea.lth; 4, Kew Zealand. frnits in the year 1932. there was not only a 

Taking·, the· annual average for the len years ~Emeral uplift in grade standards but also the 
up till 1940, it i·s shown that the United Kinp;- Commonwealth market was able to absorb the 
dom absorbed approximately 51 per cent., Am;- to-tal lJl'oduction,' whereas, hitherto there had 
tralia 23 per cent.. Canada 20 11er cenL New been exportqble slu"1)1uses. 
Zealand 5 pe1· cent .. and other oversea markets It is anticipated that in any post-war recon" 
1 per cent. strnction plan. consideration \Vill most likely 

In the last normal year (1940), prior to the he given to the possibility of extending tlle 
extension of the vmr to the Pacific theatre, the areas already planted to dried fruits for the 
Australian production reached the record total purpose of repatriating the many retm·ned men 

CONCLUSION 

In this memorandum, therefore, the Co-nsur. 
tative Committee. representing the Interstate· 
Dri-ed Fmits Boards, has deemed it wise to. 
direct attention to some of the major problems. 
that should first be dealt with before this stage 
is reached. In addition· to the problems already 
referred to, it \vould be unwise, on account of: 
Britain's wartime 1'e1ations \Vith other produc
ing counti·ies, to lose sight of the possibility of· 
some 1 evision of the British and Canadian pre-
ferences which have hitherto been of gi'eat ad
l'antag:.e to the Australian Dried Fruit IJroducer. 
1\'eedless to say, any reduction of these prefer-" 
ences ·would greatly militate ·against any in-
crease in Australi>an production. 

In view of all these circumstances. the Dded 
Fruits Boal'ds consider it of the utmost import
ance that, before any decision is arrive-d at to 
further ext·end the dried fruits areas in Austra
lia, steps should be taken to find a solution. 
of the problems that at present st'and in the 
\YUY, and. to this end. the memhers of the Con-
sultative Committee uhanimously recommend' 
the appointment of an a{ivisory body represent-. 
ing the State .Boards, the Australian Dried: 
Fruits Association, the Export Control Board,. 
the Irrigation Authorities of each State con
~erned, 'as well as technical officers of the State 
Departments of Agriculture, for the purpose ot· 
making an exhaustive survey of the whole posi
tion of the Industry in relation to its prodnc-
Liou 8.llcl distribution possibilities. 

The Soviet Union, embracing one-sixth of~ 
the earth's surface, contains close to one-tenth: 
of the -.,vorld's popnlation-170,000,000 people. 

Over 100 species of insects have- been founQ. 
living in termite nests. 

Perspiration \Vont· interfere with the YISlOll. 
of s1.1rgeons \Vho have ·aclopted new cellulose 
spone brow bands. 

Y/kif~ 
-~-Jl 
-~~ 
EQUIPMENT is needed 

NOW. The 1nore you 
save, the quicker you save, 
the more the value of your 
effort:. 
Extravagance won't. win t:he 
war-it can go a long way 
towards losing it! Only by 
economy can the dafence of 
Australia be secured, and 
eventual victory won. 

BUY 

MAKE EYERY DAY A 
NATIONAL THRIFT 

DAY. 

·-~••'••~""'"'**"" 

t 

~of approximately 96,000 tons. aml it \vas state~\ \vho will requiYe assistanc:·e:· __________ _:'=====================::; 
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Results of Manurial Trial at Red Cliffs 
(By D. V. Walters, M.Ag.Sc., Re~earch Station, Merbe.in) 

At the request of the Red Cliffs branch of the A.D.F.A., a manurial trial on 
<sultanas was commenced in August, 1938, on the property of Mr. ]. L. Smith, 
Block l 49, Red Cliffs. The soil is classed as Murray sand and 'Berri sand. 
The trial was designed to determine the effects of the constituents of blood 
and bone fertiliser, compared with equivalent quantities of nitrogen and phos
phorus in sulphate of ammonia and superphosphate. 

There ·were thus three levels of nitYogen~ 
<Ldried blood, sulphate of ammonia, and nil; an-d 
three levels of phosphorus - ground bone, 
sup-erphosphate, and nil. \iVhen combined, 

-rthere are nine treatments. In addition, green 
manure was used as a treatment compared 
with the control-no green manm·e. In com· 
bination with the lline previous fertiliser treat
-ments, there are thus 18 treatments. Each 
plot to which manure was applied was three 
vine rows (33 ft.) _wide by fou.l' vin-e spaces (34 
ft.) long, and the arrangement allowed of a 
·guard (unmeasured) row of vines l'ight around 
--:each plot of two rows of three measur·e·d vines. 
'To one of thes·e rows, a low pruning treatment 
was applied (7 canes per vine), and to the 

.,other, an average pruning treatment (about 
:9-10 canes per vine). This completes the 
<treatments. making . 36 combinations in alL 
'These are repeated four times each. so that 
:there ar-e 144 plots of three vines each. The 

measured vines occupy about half the total 
area. so that the trial covers approximately 
two acres. The manure is spread evenly ov-e1· 
the whole area of ·each plot at about the time 
of turning in the green manure, and then the 
>vhole area rotary hoed. The green manure 
is g1·own in ·every row of the plots so· treated. 

The factors measured, commencing at prun
ing time and p1·oceeding through the season, 
are: The number of canes available fior wrap· 
ping down; the·' weight of the prunings; the 
number of canes wrapped down; the number 
of buds on these canes; the number of bunches 
and the proportion of bunches to buds in 
_spring. (an estimate of the coming cro-p); the 
number of bunches, and th-e weight of the 
fresh picke·~l fruit. at harvest; the weight of 
the dried frUit on shaking from the rack; the 
L]Uality (crown _grade) and maturity (drying 
ratio) o-f the dried fruit. 

LEVEL 
1939 
46.1 
42.5 
8 

OF PRUNING 

Nine to Ten Canes 
Seven Canes .. 
Difference per cent. 

1940 1941 1942 1943 
53.4 - 41.0 68.0 60.0 
48.8 36.3 57.9 58.9x 

9 12 16 2 
x equals 8 canes. 

Average 
53.7 
48.9 

9 

The seven cane treatment greatly reduced yields· in the first four years 
of the trial, compa.red with the average level of pru.ning. to 9-10 canes. In 
the fifth year, 8 canes instead of 7 were used, and this treatment gave al- · 
most the same yield as 10 canes. 

NITROGENOUS FERTILISER 
1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 Average 

No Nitrogen . . . . 43.7 45.3 38.2 57.8 57.0 48.4 
Dried Blood . . 43.7 53.1 36.8 64.0 59.2 51.4 
Sulphate of Ammonia 45.6 54.7 40.9 66.8 62.0 54.tl 

Sulphate of ammonia h~s given 12% increase ill yield, and dried blood 
ti% increase, compared with no nitrogen, over the five year period. Sui· 
phate of ammonia has b-een consistent "in1 giving yield increases in each year, 
whereas dried blood ·has given no increase in 1'939 and a lower yield in 
1941, compared with no nitrogen. 

PHOSPHATIC FERTILISERS 
1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 Average 

Ko Phosphates 43.5 52.5 38.7 62.6 58.7 51.2 
-Ground Bone . . 44.4 50.1 37.4 62.1 60.5 51.0 
Superphosphate 45.0 50.6 39.7 64.0 59.0 51.7 

The two forms of phosphate fertiliser used have had small and variable 
·effects on yield, with negligible results when averaged over fiV·e years, com
pared with no phosphates. 

GREEN MANURE 
1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 A v.erage 

'Green ::V!anure . . . . . . 44.9 53.2 37.8 64.6 61.9 52.5 
NH . . . . . . . . . . 43.9 48.9 39.4 61.2 56.9 50.1 

Green manure has had a variable effect, but has given an average in
·Crease of 5% over the period. The 4% reduction in yield in 1941 was pos~ 
sibly due to drought induced by the green manure crop in the very dry win
ter of 1940. The untreated vines, receiving the :same irrigations as the 
green manure plots, did not suffer from drought to the same exttnt. 

INTERACTION OF NITROGENOUS AND PHOSPHATIC MANURES 
No Ground Super-

Phosphates Bone phosphate 
No Nitrogen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.2 47.8 49.3 
Dried Blood . . .. .. . . . . .. :. 53.0 50.3 51.1 
Sulphate of Ammonia . . . . . . . . 52.6 55.0 54.8 

The nine combinations of the three nitrogenous fertilisers with the 
·three phosphatic fertiliseps 'al'e averaged over the five year ·period. No in
-teractions are apparent in this table. 
INTERACTION OF GREEN MANURE AND NITROGENOUS FERTILISERS 

No Green Manure Green Manure 
No Nitrogen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48.0 48.7 
Dried Blood ............... - 50.6 52.1 
Sulphate of Ammonia . . . . . . . . . . 51.4 . 56.6 

This table presents the most outstanding result of the trial. The 
yields given are averaged over the five year p-eriod. In th-e tabsence of 
nitrogen, we g.et the same yield whether green manure is used or not. 
Using dried blood, we get a small increas-e in yield if we add green man
ure. But if we use sulphate of ammonia, the addition of green manure 
very greatly increases yield. This is atrue interaction. 

We may express this result differently. If we have bare fallow plots, 
· and add sulphate o·f ammonia, we get a small increase in yield. But if we 
have green manure plots, and add sulphate of ammonia, w.e get a markedly 
increased yield. In other words the combination of sulpha.te of ammonh 
and green manure gives it much higher yield than is expected from the 
yields. of the·s-e treatments taken singly. 

INTERACTION OF GREEN MANURE AND PHOSPHATES 
No Green Manure ~ Green Manure 

No Phosphates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49.6 52.7 
· Groun8. Bone . . . . .. . . .. . . .. Q_0.5 51.4 
Superphosphate . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.0 53.3 

No interaction in shown in thi.s table, the figures merely showing con
sistent small increases in Yield, resulting from the use of green manure, and 
inconsistent results from the use of Phosphates, averaged over the five year 
period. · 

A special 14-tier drying rack has been pro
vided by the Reel Cliffs A.D.F.A. to faciltate 
harvesting each plot .of dried fruit se-parately. 
The trial is. designed to run s·even years, at 
reast. Potash wa.s excluded from this trial, 
as no measurable effe-ct could be observed in 
previous trials in which potash was us·ed. 

RESULTS 

In the tables given "in the following discus· 
sian, Yields a1·e shown in cwt. per aCl·e Q,f dried 
fruit as taken from the rack, and without 
allow·ance.s for headlands. The figures giv·en 
within the body of each table may be averaged 
to giv.e the value of 51.3 cwt. per acre, the 
average yield of all treatments over the five 
harvests, 1'939 to 1943, inclusive. In a table 
where only nne treatment is discussed, e.g .. 
green manure and the absence of green man
ure, all the figur-es are comparable with respect 
to all the other treatments not mentioned in 
the table. This applies also to tables where 
more than one treatment is mentioned.~in the 
ta.ble showing phosphate and nitrogenous fer
tilisers, the plots from which any one figure 
is derived had the same green manur-e ana 
level of pruning treatments as the plots from 
which any other figure is derived. 

CONCLUSIONS 

As it is likely that nO further report will be 
available fro.m this trial for some time, general 
conclusions should now be stated. Strictly 
.speaking, any conclusions drawn refer to this 
trial only. The trial was design€d to define 
the position of blood and bone manures in the 
manurial programme. Dried blood at the rate 
of 5~ cwt. per acre containing 12 per cent. 
nitrogen has been used, equivalent to ~ ton per 
acre .of the normal blood and bone fe-rtiliser_ 
This has been shown to be only half as effec
tiV'e as 3 cwt. per acre of sulphate of 'ammonia 
containing. th-e same amount of nitrogen. But 
the outstanding conclusion from the trial is the 
iut,e·raction of sulphate of ammonia, with green 
manure to give au unexpectedly high return. 
This is due to the well known "nitrogen starva.~ 
tion" effect that occurs on ploughing in the 
green manure being overcome by- the 'applica
tion of a readily available nitrogenous fertil~ 
iser. It has been clearly shown that dried 
blood cannot replace sulphate of ammonia. 
(Nitrate of soda woul-d be· as effective as su1~ 
phate of ammonia). 

The nil return from phosphates was in ac
cordance with expectation. The low response 
to phosphates by perennial plants has been 
noted in all parts of the world. Thus blood 
and bone fertilisers are costly to vinegrowers, 
as only the nitrogen they contain is of use. 

It is 'intere,sting to note that· incre'as,e-s in 
yield have been associate-d with more and big· 
ger bunches, and that the greatest percentage 
differences in yield nccurred in years of high 
yield. 

Asparagus plants may be male or female: 
male plants are heavier and yield more spears, 
while from spears female plants are larger 
ind_iVidually and of b.etter quality. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS inter>ested !n packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for des
troying of insect life in Dried Fruits are 
advised that Appli-cation No. 18731/34, 
dated ·3rd August, 1934, has been approv
ed and Letters Patent issued which in
clud-e the use of Ethyl Formate and other 
Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
ass,ert their right to recover damages 
and .prevent unauth-orised use of their 
invention. 

<~MY LOVE MUST WAIT" 
The ~tory of Matthews Flinders' life, his 
loves, his ups and down~, and clbove all 

his remarkable spirit. 

By Ernestine Hill 
Author of ''Water Into Gold," j'The Great 
- Australian· Loneliness," etc • 

ROBERTSON & MULLENS, 
MELBOURNE 

Enquire at your nearest 'Bookseller 
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Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
A meeting -of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board was held in Melbourne on 

the lOth June, 1943. The Chairman (Mr. Parker]. Moloney) presided and 
there were present also: Messrs. S. R. Mansell, H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings, D. A. 
Cockroft and D. E. Barry Wood. 

The matter of fruit received for dehydration, 
or other treatment, was discussed, and mem
bers expressed the opinion that dockets issued 
for this purpose should be of a uniform tiature. 
With this object in view, it was agreed that 
packbig houses should be circularised in order 
to ascertain the exact wording or marking a.p
pearing on dockets issued in respect to this 
class of fruit and, generally, the method em
ployed by individual packing, houses in this 
regard. 

ERANOL 

The chairman reported that, following an in
terview which members of the board had re· 
cently \Vith Mr. Orton, of the Merbein RB· 
.search Station, steps had been taken to obtain 
from Co·o}!erated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., 
a copy of the article (which had been prepared 
by Mr. Orton at the request of that Comp'any) 

-for the purpose of using it as a basis for the 
compilation of a short pamphlet for distribu
tion by the board to various storekeepers. 

As the board's inspector has expressed thro 
opinion that grub infestation is not a serious 
problem in Melbourne during the winter 
months, it "\'~tas consjd:ered advisable to defer 
circularising retailers ·until about Octnber OJ:" 
November. 

Mr. Moloney s'aid he would ascertain 
whether it would be possible for Co~operated 
Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., to arran@e· to have 
small quantities of Eranol made available to 
those grocel'S requiring o-nly limited supplie~. 

BOARD'S INVESTMENTS 

The cha-irman reported that arrangements 
had been completed, through the Common
wealth Bank, to invest £1000 in Inscribed 
Stock in the Third Liberty Loan, the 'money to 
be credited to the following di.stticts on ra pro
duction basis, as follows:-

Mildura/Irymple 
Merbein .... 
Red Cliffs 
Swan Hill ........... . 

£270 
£220 
£370 
£140 

It was agr-eed that the two inspectors 
(Messrs. ·D. D. Brown and C. W. Wills) in the 
employ of the Department of Agriculture, who 
carry out part-time work on behalf of the 
board, be asked, in the course of their ordinary 
duties, to- inspect grocers' shops in their res
pective districts, with a view to ensuring tha.t 
all fruit is in .a clean condition, that the boxes 
ar·e branded correctly, and that fruit displayed 
for ·sale is properly marked and branded, in 
accordance with the Dried Fruits Regulations. 

ALLOCATION OF REMAINDER OF THE 1943 
SEASON'S DRIED VINE FRUITS 

The chairman explained that already 83,000 
tons of the 1943 season's crop had been a11ocat
-ed, of which 18,000 tons had been allotted for 
Australian civilian requirements, plus 5000 
tons for the Services, and that a meeting of 
the :Consultative Committee would be held ic 
M·elbourne on that Ufternoon following· the 
board meeting, to de·cide the committee''s atti
tude in regard to the allotment of the balance 
of the s·eason's production. This meeting 
would be followed next day by a conference 
between the Consultative Committee, the Com
monwealth Export Control Board, the Austra.-

lian Dried Fruits Association and Selling 
Agents, for the purpose of formulating a com
mon policy for submission to the Government 
in regard to the alloC'ation of the balance of 
the 1943 season's crop. 

After discussion, the following resoluti-on 
1vas carri-ed:-

"That all over 83,000 tons of the Australian 
production be divided lretween Australia a.ncl 
Great Britain on a 50/50 basis, the Austi"'a
lian grower ot receive· the equivalent· of the 
Australian price on the difference betwee;1 
the amount finally allotte-d to Australia and 
the estimated Commonwealth consumption." 

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE'S EXPENDITURE 

Particulars regarding, each item of expendi
ture during the past year, and the proposed 
expenditure for the year 1943/44, were placed 
before board members who were suppJied 
with:-

(1) A report by the Audito-r, State Audit 
Office. Melbourne, dated 14/5/4a '(countersign
ed by the Auditor-General), on the bOoks and 
accounts of the -Dried Fruits Publicity Com
mittee. for the year ·ended 30th April, 1943, and 
atiached certified copies of:-

(i) Statement of receipts and payments for 
the year end·ed 30/4/43. 

(ii) Balance sheet as at 30/4/43. 
(iii) Depreciation accou.nt-statement of 

receipts and expenditure for year ·ended 
30/4/43. 
{2) An itemised comparative statement, 

showing detailed proposed expenditure for the 
Year 1943/44 as against actual expenditure for 
each item during the year 1942/43. 

A statement, showing the Victorian ·position 
of 1943 s-eason's dried fruits up to the 31st 
May, 1943, was circulated among board mem
bers and a list of accounts paid between 17th 
April, 1'943, and 5th June, 1943, togetlier with 
financial statement .sho.wing expenditure up to 
the latter date, was distributed to. and approv
ed by members of the board. 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT 
ALONG THE MURRAY 

SOUTH ft<USTRALIAN VIEWPOINT 
STRESSED BY MINISTER 

The Minister of Irrigation for South Aus. 
tralia (Hon. R. J. Rudall) made a compre
hensive statement in connection with the 
possibilities of development of th,·e South 
Australian portion of the Murr-ay River. The 
following extract from the "Murray Pioneer" 
is of great general il'lterest:-

To enable an investigation to be made re· 
garding the development cf further land ad
jacent to the l'iver and the utilisation of this 
State's quota of River Murray water. the Go
vernment appointed a committee comprising 
Messrs. A. G. Strickland (Chief Horticulturist 

chairma.n), A. C. Gordon (Irrigation Branch) 
E. R. Lawrie (Engineer for Irrigation a.nd-:: 
Drainag.e), J. K. Taylor (Council for Scientific·· 
and Ind:ustri'al Research) and Dr. H. C. Trum-
b1e (Vla·ite Research Institute). At Jhe re-
quest of that committee, a reconnaissance soiL 
survey ·of all land adjacent to the River was-. 
carried out by the· Connell for Scientific and·_ 
Ihdustrial Research and, in .submitting its re-
port, the Council w'as directed to give consid-.. 
eration to the proximity of the land to tht>·· 
river, area. soils; and topography. 

HIGH LIFT AREA 

Ill the report submitted following that soil:: 
survey, it was indicated. that certain land in·. 
the Loxton, Mcintosh and other areas, wae 
such a.s to pei.·mit further examination. 

The committee, in c-onjunction with its in-· 
quiries regarding location and ·Suitability oC 
land, sought and obt<i.ined info-rmation (either
from evidence tendered to it, published reports __ 
or by invesUgation) in respect to probablE~ 
markets and the economics of irrigation -crops 
As a result of those enquiries, the committee is 
of the opinion that any large sca.I.e expansion:_ 
of horticultural plantings mider - irrigation:: 
must, for the present, be limited to certahl: 
crops. such as citrus, trees, tree fruits for dry-
ing and/or canning. and veg.etable crops, and': 
the report submitted by the council for Scien-
tific and Industrial Research was considered£ 
by the committee in relaUon to all the infm.·ma·
tion available to it. 

SCOPE FOR LARGE SCALE 
DEVELOPMENT AT LOXTON 

The Council for Scientific and Industrial Re-· 
search was, therefore. further requested· t<> 
carry out a detailed soil examinati-on of the 
areas referred to and in respect to the Loxto-n. 
Area, which offers scope for large scale deve-
lopment, a. report containing the result of that 
examination has been submitte·d by the Coun 
cil. The soil types included in the Loxton 
land are such as to warrant. further i.nvestiga- · 
Uo-n, -and as part of that enquiry, particulars 
are now being sought and preliminary esti
mates prepared in reg·ard to reticulation, drain-
age and maintenance of the land, comprised in 
the project. 

Owing to the disorga.nisation of its staff due, 
to defence requirements, the detailed soil ·sur-
vey of Mcintosh 'and other areas has not been 
commenced by the Council. 

In addition to the· above inquiries the com-· 
mittee has investigated the possibilities of de· 
veloping additional land commanded -by exist-·· 
ing inigaUon systems, including. a _propo,saL 
submitt8d to the Government by the Renmark 
Irrigation Trust for an extension of the Ren-· 
mark Irrigation -District and a report de'a..ling 
with this Jatte1· proposal has been submitted .. 
by the committee and forwarded to- the Trust. 

LOW LIFT AREAS 

In respect to the. low lift areas, the recon-· 
naissance soil survey indicated. that, apart-. 
from relatively small areas, some of -,v-hich are 
possibly capable of development by individuai 
land-owners and on which experimental work 
is being carried out by the Department of Agri
cultme. there are large areas adjacent to 
Lakes Alexandrina and Albert which merit fur
ther investigation. 

A preliminary soil survey has been made of· 
portion of these areas and a d·etailed investiga-
tion is now proce-eding with the object of se
curing complete information on soils in the" 
area, height of lift involved, pumping costs. 
etc. 

The foregoing. matters were covered in evi-
dence recently tendered to the Rural RecDn-· 
struction Commission. 
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AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. lTD. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE. 

Union Assurance SOciety Ltd, 
Qresco Manures 

Tiny Tim Power Washer 

AGENCIES: 
A.IVJ.P. Society 

Lortdon & Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 

Sentinel Power Duster 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
~ 

Printed and Published !or the Australian Dried Fruits Association by New sunray.sia Daily Pty. Ltd., Dea.kin Avenue, MUdura.. 


