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Association 

Expansion of the Industry e Blood and 
Bone a Lexias ~ Final ~ Account Sale 
Differentials • Refere:ndu1n - Materials 

Supplies 
At recent Board of Management meetings a number of importallt decisions 

were taken that are of immediate interest to growers. The details are set out 
in this s~mary of the activities of the Board, together with notes on other 
prob'ems associated with production and marketing. 

In accordance with the discussion that took 
place at the July Board Meeting, as to whether 
the Private Pumping Licenses issued in New 
South \Vales would be part of the allocation 
of 1,500 acres of new plantings allocated to 
that State, a reply was received from the 
Irrigation Production Advisory Committee 
stating that "the position is that the alloca
tion made by the Australian Agricultural Coun
cil was in respect of plantings to be made 
under War Service Land Settlement and, 
therefore, any private plantings made in New 
South Wales will not be deducted from the 
1,500 acres mentioned.'' 

It ,,·as learnt that a meeting of the Irriga· 
tion Production AdvisorY Committee would be 
held in Mildura on Tuesday, September 17, 
and after discussion it was decided to com
municate with the Mildura District Council 
A.D.F.A. adYising them of the meeting and 
askiilg them to take ·any action_ they consid· 
ered necessary to bring their views on the 
question of Further Plantings of Vines for 
the Production of Dried Vine Fruits before 
the Irrigation Production Advisory Commit
tee. 

A meeting of the Mildura ;istrict council 
was held and arrangements made to submit 
certain evidence to this AdYisory Committee. 
However, it '\Vas learned late-r that this body 
was meeting solely to deal with its own 
agenda and had decided not fo receive any 
-deputations from the Dist:fict. 

FURTHER PLANIINGS 

A letter was received from the Secretary to 
the Premier of Victoria stating that cor: e
sponUence from the A.D.F.A. ha-d b~~n pas:;ed 
to the Soldier Settlement Commission -,y}lich 
body considered timt the Association -..vas uu~ 
duly pessimistic in regard to the future o-f 
!Uarketing for Dried Vine F'ruits. 

This correspondence is set out in detail in 
this issue. 

Further to the matter of additional plant~ 
ings a letter >Yas received from the :-Barmera 
Branch A.D.F.A., South Australia, passing on 
the following resolution: 

"That this meeting again :refers the ques
tion of a cost of production price for our 
Dried Fruits to the Board of Management 
for further COJ!Sideration." 

The Board discussed the matter and feel 
that the subject might well be considered at 
Federal Council. ·It >vas understood that the 
Fifth and Sixth Reports (not yet published) 
of the Rural Reconstruction Commission deal 
with the matter of guranteed prices for pri
mary products and might have an effect on 
the Government attitude on this matter. 

MARKETING REFERENDUM 
The question of the attitude of this Associa

tion on ltem No. 2, dealing with Marketing 
in the Referendum proposals, was fully dis
cussed. 

It was considered that as regards the Dried 
Fruit IndustrY, the present set-up of Co·m· 
monwealth and State Boards working in con· 
junction with this Association was operating 
satisfactorily and organised marketing was be
ing maintained. As, however, the future pros
perity of this Industry depends to a very large 
measure on the continuance of orderly mar
keting, the proposal of the Commonwealth 
Government to further strengthen the powers 
whereby primary industry marketing :plans 
may be implemented, the Board considered 
that the matter should receiYe the favorable 
consideration of all growers. 

Mr. J. B. Murdoch, a Member of the Board, 
whilst strongly SUJlPOrting the· objective of or
ganised marketing in respect to the Dried 
F'ruit Industry-(dissented in part) contend· 
ing' that the method by which the Federal 
Government were seeking to :i:ndnce the Elec-'" 
tors to agree to serious alterations to the ex· 
istin.g constitution were wrong. 

An all Party Elected ConveDtion of proven 
ability was in his opinion the only fit and pro
I1e:r authority to advise the people on such a 
gravely important issue.--

BLOOD AND BONE FERTiLiSER 

Letter da.ted 25th June, 194 6, was received 
from the Department of Agric-ulture, Victoria, 
advising that the controlled distribution of 
Blood and Bone Fertiliser has now ceased, 
but intimating that supplies were limited and 
that it is not anticipated that the supply posi· 
tion will improve materially until normal stock 
slaughterings are resumed. Many growers are 
ot the opinion that t11e absence. of Blood and 
Bone Manure is seriously affecting the pr-o
d:uction of Dried Vine Fruits· and it was re-

'"' 

-solved 
"That in view of the opinion held by many 

gro,vers in the Dried Fruit Industry that 
Blood and Bone Manure is essential to the 
maintenance of production of Vine Fruits, 
the Council for Scientific and Industrial Re
search be requested to investigate the prob
lem of securing a substitute fertiliser with 
the characteristics of Blood and Bone, which 
is still unavailable, it being considered by 
growers that the continuous use of Sulphate 
of Ammonia does not have· lasting bene
ficial effects on the vine." 
The following is the text of a letter received 

from C.S.I.R. 
I desire to acknowleOge your letter of the 

26tll July conveying a resolution of your Board 
of Management requesting C.S.I.R. to inves
tigate the problem of securing a substitute 
fertiliser for blood and bone. The matter 
has been discussed with the Officer·in-Charge 
of our Merbein Research Station who ilidi
ca.tes that fertiliser tests conducted in this 
area show that sulphate of ammonia, as a 
source of nitrogen, i-s quite as satisfactory as 
blood and bone and is relatively cheaper. 

Moreover, when applied to the soils of the 
"Mallee" grOup, sulphate of ammonia has not 
been deleterious although it adversely affects 
some of the grey soils of the Murray River 
fiats. It is felt, however, that in addition to 
sulphate of ammonia, organic manures , are 
necessary in the area. Blood and bone man
ure does not appear to meet this need. 

The position mi.ght be partly met by the 
ploughing in of leguminous cover crops and, 
in addition, the use of compost "Organic Man
ure" is also of great advantage. 

Although the claims of "CoUlp.Ost Clubs" ar.e. 
extravagant in c;ertain particulars, there is 
scientific recognition of its value in that 

(a) Compost cOntains plant food, pa:rticu
larly nitrogen _with Jesser quantities of phoH
phorus and potash.· ... 

(b) Compost improves the physical charac
ter of soils, especially in the moisture-hold
ing and buffering effects. 

(c) Compost probably contains certain or
ganic compounds such as auxins which maY 
be of particular value to certain crops. 

(d) Microbiologists believe that composts 
have a value in combating certain plant dis
eases by favoring the development of nnta· 
gonistic organisms. 

In general it is felt that for the best de
velopment of plants, both chemical manures 
as well as organic manures are necessary. 

It is proposed in the coming season that 
a programme of investigation will be nuder
taken at Merbein in the preparation of com
post heaps so that an indication will be ob
tained as to the economic costs of produc
tion and the value ·of the. resultant product. 

Commenting on the general position leading 
handlers of this fertiliser are of the opinion 
that there is likely t'o be a -shortage for an 
indefinite period as the manufacturing ten~ 
dency is to convert the raw_ material to meat 
meals and other and more profitable avenues. 

It is reported that investigations are being' 
carried out in the USA to develop a fertiliser 
with a high nitrogenous content that will be 
slower in action to sUlphate of ammonia or 
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nitrate of soda. This retardation is to be ef~ 
:Cected via a process of impregnating plastics 
with the nitrogen and as_ they disintegrate in 
the soil the plant food will be made available 
over a longer period, thus taking away the
sudden boosting effect that is said to be an . 
undesirable feature of the straight compounds. 
. LEXIAS AND WALTHAMS 

GRADE DIFFERENTIALS 1946 
The grade differential for these fruits is an 

involved matter as will be noted from the 
following report submitted by a sub-Commit
tee of the Board of Management {P. Malloch, 
convenor). 

The report is set out in full to afford grow
ers some app.reciation o.f the position and to 
indicate one of the aspects of the work of 
the Board. It- states: 

In determining the grade differentials: for 
Lexias and Walthams, two factors have to be 
taken into consideration: 

(a) ·The actual cash premium received for 
the higher grades; 

(b) The objective of paying such a premium 
for higher quality fruit as will encoura.ge grow
ers to produce it. 

In regard to (a)., it has to be remembered 
that in Australia the price of Lexias has been 
pegged and a higher premium for quality fruit 
which could otherwisa....h_ave been secured, has 
been denied to growers. The "flat" ·p-rice for 
6-crown, 5-crown and 4-crown in the United 
Kingdom has also a. levelling effect, detrimen
tal to the objectives set out in Clause (b). 

Under the a~mended grading regulations for 
1946-, the grades of Lexias and Walthams at 
the packing house are : 

G-er. contg. 25 per cent or more fruit passing 
over a 191 or 20132'' riddle. 

5cr. "A" contg, 30 per cent or more fruit 
passing over a 17 I or 18132" riddle. 

5-cr. "B'' contg. 10 to 30 per cent fruit pass
ing over a 17 I or 18132" riddle. 

4-cr. contg. up to 10 per cent fruit passing 
over a 17 I or 18132" riddle. 

3-cr. dark brown fruit. 
So far as the grower is concerned, and with 

regard only to Clause (b) above it, it is con
sidered that 

3-crowu as the basis, 
4-crown should be 201- per ton above 

3-crown, - -
5-crown B should be 401- per ton above 3-

crown. 
5-crown A sho~ld be 601 per ·OOn a.bove 3 

crown. 
6-crown should be 1001 per ton above 3-

crown. 
To reconcile these premiums with market 

realisations, we must dev.l with each grade in 
succession: · 

4-crown: In Australia, prices are the same 
for 4-crown as 3-crown. In Canada, 4-crown 
is £115/- a ton above 3-crown. In ·New Zea
land, 4-crown is £1 a ton above 3-crown. In 
the East, 4-crown is £1151 a ton above 3-crown. 
For Ship's Stores, 4-crown is £2 a ton above 
3-crown. In U.K., the flat price is for 5-crown 
and 4-crown. 3-crown, if sent, would be sub
ject to a discount which might be assessed 
at £2 a ton. 

The fore.going are quotations only; and, 
whilst a large· quantity of 4.Crown will be 
absorbed for seeding in Australia, there is 
sufficient in the figures quoted to justify the 
premium of 201· a ton being paid to growers. 

5-crown B: On the average, this fruit would 
contain 20 per .cent of 5-crown in riddling. 
The remainder would be a 4-crown; Seedless 
(which, being uniform through all grades, we 
can ignore) and stems. Therefore, we ean 
take 73 per cent as entitled to the 4-crown 
premium. 

73 p-er cent 2t 20/- a ton, equals 1415 per 
ton. 

In Australia, 5-croi¥n is £2: n ton above 
3-crown. 

In C.inada, 5-crown is £21101- a ton above 
3-croYm. 

In New Zealand, 5-crown is £2 a ton above 
3-cro\vn. 

In The East, 5-crown is £2/10/~ a ton above 
3-crown. 

For Ship's Stores 5-cr is £2 a ton above 
3-crown. 

In U.K. We assume 5-crown would bring £4 
a ton above 3-crown-this being pre-war var
iation. 

In view of the foregoing, it is clear that a 
premium of £2 a ton for 5-cro-w:n "B'' over 
3-crown is fully warranted. 

5-crown A: For this premium~ it is only nec
essary to calculate· the higher rate pver 5B, 
due to the higher percentage -of 5-crown on 
riddling. The South Australian standard of 
size has to be considered in relation to that 
of Victoria. We may, therefore, assume 5A 
grade to contain 10 per cent more 5-crown fruit 
than 5B grade, which would warrant the sug~ 
gested premium of £3 per "ton over 3-crown 

6-crown: The only market on which 6·crown 
grade is now quoted is the Australian market. 
The price is £10/3/· per ton over 3-crown. For 
export to t!;!,.(} U.~.. !J. ~!J:bstantial variation 
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could be estimated based on pre·war realisa· FINAL ACCOUNT SALE OIFFERENT[ALS 
tions. The high tJremium is necessary to re· 1946 VINE FRUITS 
CO'!J.P heavier costs in riddling and hand-pick· The Board gave· consideration to the ques· 
ing incurred in packing. If we assume tion of the differentials for. these fruits and it 
6-crown; as delivered, to contain: - was resolved 

25 percent 6f 6-crown at net premium £15= · "That" the Final Account Sale Differentials 
£3/15/. for Currants, Sultanas, Lexias and Walthams 

30 per cent of 5-crowri at net premium £2110/ be as under: - -
=151. Currants: 

38 l)er cent of 4-crown at net premium £1= 4-crown over 2--crown-£5 per ton. 
81-. 3-crown over 2-crown- ~£2/10/ per ton. 

This gives the 6-crown premium as £4118/, 2-crown-Basis. -
which is close to the £5 per ton recommended. !-crown .under 2-cro.wn-£2110/ per ton. 

These premiums should now be,· as in the M.F. under 2-crown-£5 per ton. 
case of Currants and Sultana grade premiums, Sultanas: 
a charge against the pool proceedS. 5-crown over 3-crown-£4- per ton. 

A.D.F.A. regulation 80 sub-heading "Sub- 4-crown ever 3-crown-£2 per ton. 
grades" provides: "Any adjustment of sub- 3 crown-Basis. 
grades must be made within the proceeds ob- 2-crown under 3-crown--£2 per: ton. 
tained by that grade/' 1-crown under 3-crown-£4 per ton. 

In this matter, the Board should rule that "Plain'' under 3-crown £6 per ton. 
5·crown A and 5-crown B Lexias and Wal- LEXIAS AND WALTHAMS 
thams are separate and distinct grades. Sweat Box Differentials: 

For the U.K. grade adjustment, it is recom- 6-crown over 3-crown-£5 per ton. 
mended that the variations be £2 per ton be~ 5-crown A over 3-crown-£3 per ton. 
tween~ grades, excevt in respect to 6-crown, 5-crown B over 3-crown-£2 per ton. 
which should be £4 over 5-crown: 4-crown over 3-crown-£1 per ton. 

For the purpose of fixing variq,tions on pack- 3-crown-Basis. 
ed grades, it will be necessary for the Commit- Packed Weight Basis: 
tee to know the true out-turn of packed grades, Differentials to be fixed when information 
in comparison with delivered grades. The is available as to the pack out of sweat box 
Secretary should obtain from Agents a state- receivals." 
ment of delivered weights in each grade and Note: It was resolved in re-gard to Apricots, 
the pack therefrom in each grade. _The Com~ Peaches and Nectarines: 
mittee will deal further with the problem on "That the differentials between grades be 
receipt of this information. - those disclosed by Commonwealth Civilian 

After discussion the following Resolution prices stripped of all discounts and agents• 
was carried: commission. Rates to 'be. announced by tha 

"That the Committee's Report be received Association when the necessary calculations 
and adopted and that 5-crown A and 5-crown are completed." 
B lexias and Walthams be declared separate TREE FRUITS ADJUSTMENTS 
grades. The following grade differentials It was decided that Agents. be advised that 
thereby being fixed for Season 1946: the following adjustments must be made on 
(1) United Kingdom Adjustment. apricots, peaches, nectarines and pears for the 

2-crown) 1946 season before final account sales are is· 
3-crown) basis. sued: 
4-crown-£2 per ton up on 3-crown. 1.-Adjust Civilian, Service, and Export (if 
5-crown-£4 per. ton up on 3-crown. any) sales between Agents. Advantages or dis· 
6-crown-£8 per ton up on 3-crown. advantages of sales to Services or .Export to 

(2) Final Account Sale Sweat Box !Differentials be apportioned equitably over the total ADFA, 
3-crown-Basis. pack of· each .variety. Every grade except 
4-crown over 3-crown-1 per ton. IVI.F. to share on a tonnage basis in the total 
5-crown B over 3-crown-£2 per ton. premium secured on discount incurred. 
5-crown A over 3-crown-£3 per ton. 2.-Interstate Charges to be levied on a 
4-crown over 2-crown-£5 per ton. State Pack basis of all grades other than 

(3) Final Acconut Sale-Packed Weig!·rt Basis M.F. 
Differentials to be fixed when information is 3.-M.F. fruit (both Split and Whole) owing 

available as to p :;k out of sweat box to variation of samples to be free of all ad· 
receivals." justments between Agents. 
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"WARATAH" 
FENCING PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products ( >~~re netting, 

barbe<) wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain m&ximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire products and their 

customers may be &ssured that when normal times return, full 

supplies will again be made available, and ir. the meantime i' 
will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS •.. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: 422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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4.-VVhole Apricots and Whole Peaches and 
Whole Pears to be subject to same Interstate 
Levy as split frUit, ·but to be the subject of 
separate adjustment ill respect to export and 
sales other than at Comnionwealth Civilian 
rates. · 

FROST PREVENTION 
The Mildura Membe·rs of the Board reported 

em the Frost· Con.ference arranged by the As· 
sociation. This Conference was attended bY 
Dele~ates from the ;F'rost Clubs in the several 
States,· Officers of Agricultural Departments, 
the Meteorological Bureau and The Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research. The .re
port indicated that good progress was made 
in dealing with the problem and the Board 
agreed to meet the cost of a brochure that is 
to be prepared bY Mr. H. W. King,. of- Berri, 
at the request of the Conference. 

Messrs. Gordon and Lawrence r€-ported that 
they had· interviewed Mr. R. A. Shaw, an 
English Research Officer at :present iri Austra
lia, by arrangement with the Council fOr ScienM 
tific and Indu-strial Research an·d 'wal-king on 
experiment with an Induction Fan cre·signed to 
draw warmer upper air to ground level and 
spread it over the plants. It was agreed to 
write to the Council for Scientific and Indus
trial Research asking that an ·arrangement be 
made for Mr Shaw to carry out te·sts in the 
J\!Tildura areas in late September or ·early Oc
tober. 

This machine was installed· on September 20 
at Me:rbein in readiness for tests that will be 
earried out by the C.S.I.R. Research Station 
officers under the direction of Mr. A.· V. Lyon. 

GENERAL· 
Other matters dealt with by the·Board were: 

''WATER INTO GOLD'l 
It was learnt that Messrs.· Robertson and 

Mullens Ltd. will be issuing another Edition 
in the very near future and Board Members 
:rep-orted that a copy of the book in th.e Hotels 
along the Murray in the Fruit Producing Areas 
would be valuable :Ql'opaganda. The secretary 
vras requested to see whether Messrs. Robert
son and Mullens ·Ltd. would , make 20 copies 
available. 

$ERViCE DRIED FRUITS 
The Board learnt that several parcels of 

Dried Tre-e Fruits and Vine Fruits have been 
released from the different Service Depart
ments and that the fruit in questiOn is in some 
-eases in good order whilst in others the qual
ity has deteriorated. It was decided to write 
to the Director of Service Foodstuffs suggest~ 
ing that the fruit in question shoUld 'be return~ 
ed to a registered packing hOuSe {o'r survey 
and re-packing, as it is felt this v:nuld be the 
most economical course both from the point of 
view of the Services and the Industry gener-
ally. · ' ·-

MATERIAL SUPPLIES 
The secretary reported that a deputation 

consisting of: 
Mr. A. R. Hampton (Representing Packing 

interests at Mildura and Nyah-Woorinen); 
Mr. Parker J. Mo~oney (Representing the 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board); 
Mr. E. J. Mulvany (Representing the Com~ 

monwealth Dried Fruits Control Board); 
M.r. H. R. Jones (Representing Selling In

terests); 
Mr. w. N. Sumner (Re:vresenting the ADF A) 

waited Qn th'e Honorable W. P. Barry, MLA, 
Minister for Housing on Wednesday, August 
21, and placed before him the shortage being 
,experienced in respect to: 

Wire, wire netting, galvanised il'on, black 
steel sheets, cement and timber required for 
the Dried Fruits Industry in Victoria. The, 
Minister was very_ sympathetic to our requests 
and advised that out of a shipment of 25,000 
tons of materials coming from New South 
Wales, the Industry would be made, an alloca
tion. 

DRIED VINE FRUITS 
'l'he secretary reported that the latest pack 

estimate for Season 1946 was 72,313 tons, com
prising: 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias •. ~~ ~c> ..... ,--

1 

I 
Brandies in 

All States 

Tons 
13,771 
51,405 

7,137 

and th8.t following discussions with the Cone> 
sultative Committee State Dried Fruits Boards 
and the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board, it would seem as though it will not be 
possible to make further quantities available 
for Commonwealth trade this year. It was 
also reported that practically all buyers are 
requesting further supplies, pointing out tgat 
in most cases their stocks are exhausted. 

MIXED FRUITS SUPPLIES 

The popularity of Mixed Fruits in C1e form 
of made up packages ready to use for cake 
m<iking is reported from handlers, and it is 
considered that this method encourages the 
use of fruit. However, the demand for fruit 
in 'straight' lines is keen and while the ration
ing brought about by the diversion of extra 
parcels to the United Kingdom operates it i~ 
desired that 'straight' lines should not be un
duly used for 'mixed.' In this regard a Jetter 
was received from the. DTied Fruits Publicity 
Committee, advising that -one of their Rep
resentatives bad reported· that during visits to 
grocers in New South Wales, he found stocks 
-of Currants, Sultanas and Seeded Ra'isins were 
very low, but on the other hand supplies of 
mixed fruits were much better. It was deM 
cided to write to distributing agents drawing 
their attention to the fact and requesting them 
to see that grocers received quota of vine fruits 
due to them. 

Following the circularisation of distributing 
agents the Board has received replies assur~ 
ing the- 'straight' lines were being d'istributed 
to retailers and other clients in accordance 
with, ·the percentages allocated. 

LEXIA PRICES 1946 
The se{:retary rePorted that no official ad

vice had be·en received in reply to the Asso~ 
dation claim for an increase in the price of 
Lexias and Walthams that was based on the 
greatly increased costs for the :past season, 
included i~ which were heavy dehydration ex
penses due to the harvesting conditions. It 
was arranged that representatives of the As
sociation and a representative· of the Mildura 
Packers' Association visit Canberra to place 
additional information before the Prices com-
missioner. · · 

PRUNES 
The matter of Association handJing of 

Prunes was examined fully with reDresentaM 
tives of New South Wales Prune .interests· 
who attended the Board meeting by in:vitation: 
A good deal of the problem ap:pears to .coneern 
grading and intake, and the representatives, 
who gave the Board valuable help, Undertook 
to look closely into the position and w.ere con
fident that the matter would right itself in the 
near future. 

SISAL~RAFT 

Following complaints from Branches on the 
alleged poor water proofing quality of certain 
~atcels of Sisalkraft available during the re
cent harvest· season,. the Board refe·rred the 
matter to the Sisalkraft Distributors Pty. Ltd., 
'and has now been informed by this organisaM 
tion that a better grade. of 40/40 Sis8Jkraft 
will be available for the coming harvest sea
son. Samples of t1le new material will be sent 
to· the Board as soon as they are available. 

BIRD SCARER 

AVAILABLE 
The Bird Scarer which was demonstrated 
successfully last season is now in pro
duction and growers who are interested 
are adVised to communicate with the 

MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT 
CO. LTD. 

who have a number available. 

,.,.. __ , 
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S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

July Meeting 

': 

The South Ausb·alian Board disposed of a 
Long Agenda at its m.eHing in Adelaide on 
29th July last. Before the formal o:pening 
of th-e meeting, Mr. F. M. McMillan (deputy 
chairman) on behalf of the Board, extended a
hearty welcome to· the chainpan (Mr. G. A. 
W. Pope) on his return to official duties after 
his recent illness. Mr. McMillan expressed 
the confident hope that Mr. Pope's energies 
and talents would be available to the Board 
rnd to the Industry for many years. M:r. Pope 
acknoWledged the compliment and assured his 
coUeagues that his recent enfOrced relaxation 
from his duties had prove more beneficial 
than he had exvected. 

The secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) submitted 
reports on the following matters. 

Seventeenth Report of the Board: 
The Report of the Board for the 1945 Sea~ 

son had been laid on the Table of the HoUse 
of Assembly and the requisite number of cop~ 
ies had been ordered from the Government 
Printer for distributiOn. 

Alleged Unlawful Trading: 
The Crown Solicitor had advis·ed the Board 

that complaints had been laid against two 
parties on separate counts for alleged contra~ 
ventions of the Dried . Fruits Act. The cases 
had been set down for hearing in a Country 
Magistrate's Court at an early date. 

Visit of Publicity Officer: 
Mr. F. W. Weston the Publicity Officer was 

on duty in Adelaide staging window displays, 
but owing to power restrictions, as ·well as 
damage to the film equipment, arrangements 
for screenings at public schools in the metro~ 
polita.n a-Tea were abandoned. A curtailed it. 
inerary ilad 1Jeen fixed for the country dis
tricts. 

Consultative committee: 
Copy of the minutes of the Consultative 

Committee held on 8th July, 1946, were sub'l 
mitted and it was ag.re€d to approve the com
mittee's recommendation for an increase in 
the sUltana quota to 22?; per cent. The exist-· 
ing quotas for currants and Iexias to remain 
unalte·:red. The Board accordingly made the 
usual dete'rmination. 

Inspection Costs: 
A letter from the Department of Commerce 

and Agriculture advised that the Minister was 
not prepared to review his decision, fixing the 
proportions due by each State Board of the 
Inspection costs. It Was noted that the charge 
to the S.A. Board for the years 1946 to 19-51 
was now fixed at £921 per annum. 

Productioi1 Statistics: 
Further consideration was given to the mat

ter of taking a census of growers on individ
ual acreages and productive capacity, and the 
secretary was directed to inform the :Bureau 
of AgricUltural Economics of the action which 
the Board contemplated. 

Supplies of Ga!vanised Iron, Etc.: 
The s·ecretary 7eported that at the instance 

of Mr. J. R. Jemison (a member of the Board) 
and after conferring with the chairman, an ar
rangement had been reached with the Direc
tor oUMaterials (Mr J. W. Wainwright) for the 
Board to allocate to packing houses supplies 
of galvanisea iron, wire netting. and wire as 
supplies became available. Packers, in turn 
wQU.ld be asked to make equitable distributions 
among those of their growers who· had lodged 
applici:ttions for supplies. The arrangement 
was necessary as it was not possible for t11e 
Department to consider aplications in the ab~ 
sence of investigation into the claims of each 
individual applicant. The secretary further 
reported that the manager of Murray River 
Wholesal!" Co-operativ.e Ltd., (lVIr. E. P. Shep
herd) had rendered material service in the 
'setting up of the arrangement which was for
mally approved by tbe B.oard. 

Agents in 

All Districts 

i 
I 1--"~RE, MARINE,. ACCIDENT, UVE STOCK.. WORKERS' C::O"MPENSATION, CROP~ STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR ~AR 
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·Commonwealth Dried Fruits 

Twenty~Second Annual Report 

Presented 
The !:'.venty-second annual report of the Commonwealth Dried F rui!s Control 

Board presented by Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman of the Board, as usual con
tained a mass of interesting information and statistics in connection with the 
dried fruits industry. As this report necessarily has to be condensed· severely 
in the various newspapers circulating throughout the dried fruits areas the 
opportunity is taken to publish this in some detail. 

The personnel of the Board is: Members 
nominated by the Government o'f. the Common~ 
wealth! l'rlr. R. H. Gilbert (chairman), Mr. J. 
B. Murdoch, Mr. E . .J. Mulvany, LB.O. Mem~ 
berG elected by the :producers of dried fruits: 
Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., South Australia; Mr. 
P. Malloch, Victoria, Mr. E. J. Casey, Victoria, 
Mr H. V. Foster, 'N~estern Australia, Ivlr. L. B. 
O'Donnell, New South Wales. 

LONDON AGENCY 
The chairman of the London Agency of the 

Board (M::r. F. L. McDougall, C.M.G.), who for 
many years rende-red valuable service to the 
Australian Dried Fruits Industry, ha.s been 
grantBd leave of absence to enable him to fill 
.an important position with the International 
Food and Agriculture ·Organisation. 

It is regretted that, owing to ill health Mr. 
A ~- Gough, O.B.E., resigned last year as a 
member uf the London .Ag,ency, a position 
which he had occupied since the Agency was 
established in 1925. The Board records its 
thanks to Mr. Gough for his services to the 
:Australian Dried Fruits Industry during a 
period of over twenty years. 

The Agency of the Board in London now 
Comprises Mr. J. J. S. Scouler, Execut'ive Mem~ 
ber and Secreta:-y. -

OFFICES OF THE BOARD 
The officers of the Board at Melbourne and 

London are as follovrs: 
Melbourne, Secretary, Mr. R. A. Marx; Eco~ 

nomic Adviser, Mr. E. J. Mulvany, I.S.e. 
· London: Secretary, Mr. ,J, J S. S-eouler. 

VISIT OVERSEAS OF THE CHAIRMAN 
The Chairman of the Board (Mr. R. H. Gi.l

be:rt) returned to Australia in February last 
after an extended visit to the United States 
of America, Canada and the United Kingdom. 
Whilst abroad Mr. Gilbert obtained a ·consid~ 
erable amount of information regarding the 
marketing of Australian Dried Fruits includ
ing the system of distrlbutio~- in Canada; the 
view;:, of traders .and consumers in Canada, 
England and Scotland regarding grade and 
quality and the methods followed by the scien
tific auth-orities in the United Kingdom to _pre
yent the deterioration of dried fruit. 

Mr. Gilbert also attended conferences in 
London between the Deputy Australian High 
Commissioner and representatives of the Min
istry of Food and the British Ti'easury which 
resulted in a contract being arranged between 
the Australian and the United King,_dom Gov ~ 
ernments for the sale and purchase of aU th·e 
Australian Currants, Sultanas and Lexias 
available during the years· 1946, 1~4.7 and 194.8: 

The Board places on record its app-re'ciat!on 
O.f the valuable work done by the Chairman 
for the Australian Dried Fruits Industry -dur~ 
ing his vis!t abroad. 

PRODUCTION 
For the second year in succe.ssioll· the<e has 

been a marked fall in the production of .cur~ 

rants, sultanas and lexias due to adverse sea~ 
sonal conditions. It is at present estimated 
that the quantity available for aU markets 
from the 1946 crop wm. be approximately 
70;0{)0 tons. The unusually heavy rains 
which fell in the Murray River areas of Vic~ 
toria, New South Wales and South Australia 
from January to March, 1946, resulted in a 
heavy loss of fruit an·d the diversion to win~ 
eries and distilleries of a considerable quan~ 
tity of rain-damaged grapes which would oth
erwise have been available for drying. Before 
the rains occurred, it was confidently antici~ 
pated that the :p-ack of dried currants, sul~ 
tanas ahd lexias for the 1946 season WQUld 
have exceeded 100,000 tons . 

Since the constitution of the Board in 1925 
produ-ction of em-rants, sultanas and lexias in 
the Commonwealth has been as follows: 

~eason Cnts. Sults. 
Tons Tons 

(3,240 lb.) 

Lexs. Total 
Tons Tons 

1925 .. :.. .. 11.69)l 20,418 5,106 37,217 
1926 • • • " • • 12,636 19,385 3,011 35,032 
1927 .. :.. "" 11,437 38,459 5,305 55,201 
1928 ' •.• : .. '7,174 19,459 5,317 31,850 
1929 .. • ' :·. '18,986 46,077 6,680 71,723 
1930 • • , ' • • 18,903 47,457 5,834 72,194 
1931 .. "" :0. 17,480 26.~95 6,674 50,549 
1932 .. • ' .. 17,268 36,706 4,527 58,501 
1933 • •' :.. .. 16,469 53,816 7,547 77,832 
1934 .... ~· 17,896 44.,-159 7,236 6'9,591 
1935 .. .• '· '"" 21,018 40,231 5,665 66,904 
1936 • • '. .. 12,336 43.580 7,026 62,942 
1937 " ... .. 16,188 46,243 6,789 71,219 
1938 ... .. • • 20.734 62,625 8,328 91,687 
19319 .•, ,,_., .• ~ 24,107 41,383 7,436 72,92G 
1940 .. .. .. 24,798 63,035 8,739 95,572 
1941 • • :.. .. 1<5,923 52,031 10,779 79,733 
1942 ... ·" "c" 21,184 62,437 8,941 92,562 
1943 • • • • • • 21,216 59,501 10,1£1 90,878 
1944 ·.. ~, ·,. 25,332 68,251 10,678 104,261 
1945 .. .. .. 17.001 41,692 8,739 68,032 
1946 (Est.) • 13,300 50.700 6,000 70,000 

ALLOCATION OF AUSTRALIAN CROP 
In or-der to supply the United Kingdom, 

where_ the need fot· foodstuffs is at present s_fl· 
acute, with as large a quantity of dried fruits 
.!3-S possible, the State Dried Fruits ·Boards and 
the Australian Dried Fruits AsSociation vol~ 
untarily agreed to a ~ubstantal reduction- in 
the quantity of cur:·ants, :sultanas and lexias, 
requil·ed in Australia, and the Commonwealth 
Export Control Board also .suggested. a cur~ 
tailment of supplies to other oversea coun~ 
tries. 

Bi.sed on these reductions, the Common· 
wealth Government allocated the estimated 
1946. productic,n. of 70,000 tons, thus: 
32,000 tons to the United Kingdom; 
18,000 tons to the Australian civilians; 

.500 tons to the .Australian Servi-ces; 
14,000 tons to Canada; 
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Control Board 
5,000 tons to New Zealand! and 

500 tons to other countnes. 
The Board. whilst ~egretting the necessity 

for these reductions submits that, because of 
the substantial fall in production and the nee .. 
essity to meet the special requirements of the 
United Kingdom. no other course was possQ 
ihle. 

EXPORTS AND AUSTRALIAN 
CONS!JMPTIOII! 

After deducting Australian requirements, 
the quantities exported from the Common~ 
wealth since the year 1925 are as follows: 
Season Cnts. Suits. Lexs. Total 

·Tons Tons Tons Tons 
1925 .. • • • •. 7,120 14.147 3,261 24,528 
1926 .. .. ,.. 9,080 13,258 787 23,125 
1027 ,.. .. ... 7,551 30.910 2,733 41,194 
1028 "'" ,... • • 3,689 13,120 2,378 19,187 
1929 • • • • • • 14,998 30,329 3,561 57,788 
1930 _. ·- -· ·- 0 ·- .. 15,328 38,3•84 3,020 '55,732 
1931 .• • • • :·. 13,787 20,154 4,025 37,966 
1932 ..... '"'' 12,725 20,047 1,493 43,265 
1933 .• • ..• ~- • • 13,243 47,564 4,920 65,727 
1934 • • • .• :.. 13.682 36,122 3,918 53,722 
1935 ~ .•. ~. • • 16,453 31,811 1,576 49,840 
1936 u.:.o; ~·..i 0 o' 7,5.35 35,805 3,513 46,853 
1937 .. • • .. 13,352 37,~44 3,327 54,023 
1938 '·'· • '· .. 16,805. 54,229 4.233 75,257 
1939 ·'' .. ,.. 20,275 32,298 3,381 55,954 
1940 ••. ,.,, "'" 20,521 52,589 4,217 77,327 
1941 ·' ., • • .. 12,750 43,323 6,155 62,228· 
1942 .. .... • • 14.680 49,356 · 4,095 sp41 
1943 ~· " .. 15,559 44,021 5,591 65,171 
1944 ,.,, ,,, • • 17,097 45,884 5.665 68,646 
1945 .. .. 11,773 27,575 ~.734 43,082 
1946 (Est.) .. 9,230 39,510 2,760 51,500 

The quantities retained in Austrafia since 
the year 1925 are as follows:-
Season Cnts. Suits. 

1.925 
1926 

-1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1933 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

Tons Tons 
,EO _ _ ...... 4,573 6,271 .. _.._ :•<> 3,556 6,127 
• •' :~_'!_ .. ~., 3,886 7,,549 

3,485 6,339 .. 
.~ .. :·. 3988 6,848 

:· •. : .. 3,575 9,07~ 
,.-,, :•_'t 3,693 6,241 

4,543 7.659 
Jo•. • • . 3,226 6,252 

:••l 4,214 8,337 
••' :L<t 4,565 8:410 

-··- .• • 4,801 7,775 
-· ." :o. 4,836 8,898 

<•o•: :~.'t "~· 3,929 8,396 
••• 0 ~ 3,832 9,085 

4,377 9,446 
4,17~ 8.708 
6,494 13,081 
5,657 15,480 
8,235 22,367 
5,828 14,117 

(Est.) • 4070 11,190 

-E•. -._._ 

=-·· 
.... 
J>• 

Lexs. Total 
Tons Tons 
1,845 12,689 
2,224 11,907 
2,572 14,007 
2,839 12,663 
3,099 13,935 
2,814 ' 15,462 
2,649 12.583 
3,034 15,236 
2,627 12,105 
3,318 15,869 
4,089 17,064 
3,513 16,089 
3,462 17,196 
4.105 16,430 
4,055 16,972 
4,522 18,245 
4,624 17,505 
4,846 24,421 
4,570 25,707 
5,013 35,615 
5,005 24,950 
3,240 18.500 

THREE.YEAR CONTRACT WITH THE 
UNITED KINGDOM 

On the recommendation of the Board, the 
Australian Government has entered into an 
agreement with the United King·dom Govern~ 
ment for the sale and purchase of all the Aus~ 
tralian Dried Vine Fruits available during the 
years 1946,- 1947 and 1948, at the following 
prices in sterling f.o.b. Australia: 
Currants, from 1 crown upwards £40 :;;;er ton 
Sultanas, from 1 crown upwards, £52 per ton 
Lexias, 4, 5 and 6 crown £-51/10/~ per ton. 

The foregoing prices represent advances of 
£5/10/ per ton on currants and £6/15/ per 
ton on sultanas and lexias over those receiv ~ 
ed in 1945. 

After consultati:Jns had taken place between 
the Boa;_·d, the Deputy Australian High ·Com
missioner (Mr. Duncan), and representatives 
of the Ministry of Food and the British Treas~ 
ury, this· agreement was reach·ed in February 
1946. . 

The main features of the contract are that 
.Australia .shall supply the United Kingdom 
with all the dried fruit· available after provid~ 
ing fo.r the reasonable requirements of .Aus~ 
tralia, Canada, New Zealand and other mar~ 
kets, and_ that the prices shall be firm for 
three years. 

When approving of the contract, the Britw 
ish Ministry of Food emphasised the United 
Kingdom's needs for dcried fruits and express~ 
ed the hope that everything possible would 
be done to ensure the drying of as large a 
proportion of the grape crop as possible. 

This sale for three yeaz:s at reasonable 
prices of a considerable part of the production 
of Australian currants, :sultanas and lexias 
will enswre a great measure of stability to the 
industry durillg a period when many develop~ 
inents in connection with International and 
Empire trade and .finance may be expected. 

The Board is satisfied that growers, packers 
and others interested in the Australian Dried 
Fruits Industry will show their appreciation 
!)f the ~ction of the British Gove·~nment in. 
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this matter by making every effort to provide 
the United Kingdom with as large a tonnage 
as possible of the highest grade of dried- fruit 
not only this year when tb.e need for food is 
so actit.~, but also during the remaining two 
years ot the contract. 

EXPORJ"S TO THE UNITED KINGDOM 

.The exports of Australian Dried Fruits to 
the United Ii:ingdom .since the year 1925, a~e 
as follows;_ 
Season " Cnts. Sults. Le:x:s. Tctal 

Tons >t>Tons Tons Tons 
1925 .. -. ,.. 6,280 12,980 3,210 22,470 
1926 " • • .. 8,097 11,442 645 20,184 
1927 • • , ·~ ''" 4, 756 28,150 2,046 34,952 
1928 . • " ,.. 586 11,100 2,202 13,888 
1929 .. ~·· • • 12,439 34,798 2,918 ,50,155 
1930 .. • •. ""' 13,066 30,612 2,601 46,279 
1&31 " .. ; • 10,472 11,680 3,328 25,480 
1932 • . • • .. 9,423 14,303 730 24,456 
1933 .. .. • ... 10,870 39,763 4,509 55,142 
1934 .. • .••• , ~ 10,184 22,069 2,596 34,849 
1935 '. , • .. 13,179 16,824 336 3~,339 
1936 . • ~. ,.-,, 4,375 19,200 2,309 25,884 
~937 .. .. ,.. 10,175 19,775 1,524 31,474 
1938 .. .. ,.. 13,955 40,558 2,576 57,089 
1939 .. "" •• 17,227 17,259 1,767 36,253 
1940 .. .. .. 16,579 31,li00 1,700 49,779 

. ' 1941 .. , • .. 8,299 21,435 3,54!l ~3,276 
1942 .. ~ • : .. ~.. 11,240 30,622 2,147 44,009 
1943 .. .. ~.. 12,474 26;462 3,874 42,810 
1944 ~ .... ,.. 13,472 27,581 3,517 44,570 
1945 ... .. 8,226 11,235 2,039 21,500 
1946 (Est.) . . 6,450 24,250 1,300 32,000 

The Board again desires to ex'press its 
thanlrs to Sir Thomas Gordon Australlan Rep~ 
resentatfve of the British Ministry of Trans~ 
port, the Shipping Authorities, Packing Or
ganisations ·jn Australia and the· Victorian 
and South Australian railwaYs for their co
operation in the prompt shipment of the 
fruit available for the United Kingdom this 
season. The early shipment of this fruit is 
of great importance to the ind.ustry. 

CANADA 

The undermentioned table sets 
port of Australian' dried fruits to 
ing the years 1926 to 1946:
Season Cnts. Snits. 

1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

Tons Tons 
• ~· • • 0 406 261 

1,862 879 
:•• .. 2,199 708 
-·. • 0 

1,537 2,525 
~·' .. 1,560 5,529 

... -·· 

~" 

'. 
-'"' 

cfist) 

•·· }.m 1U~~ 
1,468 6,268 
2,226 11,406 
2,186 11,846 
2,107 13,329 

.• • 2,23>4 13,631 
~ 2,094 10,397 
-.. 2,198 11,224 
. 2,520 16,253 

2,646 16,033 
2,276 14,379 

.• • 2,203 12,856 
2,501 12,564 
2,500 11,712 

--. 4 

2,18o 11,132 

NEW ZEALAND 

out the ex
Canada dur-

L€xs. 
Tons 

109 
657 
149 
598 
'34-6 
602 
687 
343 
896 
688 
694 

1,268 
1,061 

987 
1,331 
1,559 

870 
771 
935 
787 
685 

Total 
Tons 

776 
3,398 
3,056 
4,660 
7,435 
8,949 

14,583 
8,079 

14,528 
14,720 
16,130 
17,133 
13,552 
14,409 
20,104 
20,238 
17,525 
15,830 
16,000 
15,000 
14,000 

The shipments of Australian dried fruits 
to New zealand for the year,e 1925 to 1946 are 
.shown in the following table~ -~ 

Season Cnts. Sults. Lexs. Total 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
19~ 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 

~ .. 
; .. 
~" 

:•• 
:;,.-

••' ... · . .-. . .. •. ~· .-
:• f 

ro-,, :o <[ ., • 

:·. -. 0 .... ·~ .-
-, • "o ,-

-. .- , .. -
• •' • •• 0 

: . .- -.. 
5• ••• 

-..-
-.. -.... 

(Est). 

Tons Tons Tons Tons 
351 1,113 23 1,487 
310 1,427 11 1,748 

483 1,764 10 2,257 
465 1,185 4 1,654 
522 1,495 10 2,027 
447 1,672 45 2,164 
657 1,635 li1 2,343 
597 2,698 48 3,343 
461 1,245 36 1, 742 

693 2,271 403 3,367 
561 2, 705 524 3,790 
621 2,887 486 3,994 
525 3,495 513 4,533 
359 2,889 565 3,813 
455 3,328 610 4,393 
656 4,020 1,155 5,831 
806 4,487 933 6,226 
634 3,962 976 5,572 
693 4,245 832 5,770 
763 5,002 991 6,756 
644 4,106 800 5,550 
450 3,800 750 5,000 

INCREASED PLANTINGS OF VINES FOR 
GRAPES FOR DRYING 

In its last annual ~eport the board strongly 
urg.ed That no plantings of new areas for tile 
production of dried vine fruits in Australia 
be Undertaken, unless, after an economic sur
vey by the Commonwealth Bureau of Agricul-

tural Eeonomics, it is conlridered posSible to 
:fii;ld markets :for tlle increaSOO production._ 

During the past year the_ ·Commonwealth 
Expo:rt Control .noard1 the State Boards. and 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association jOint
lY fUrnished the Director of .the Rural Divi ... 
.r:don, Ministry of Post~War Reconstructions and 
tbe Sta-nding Committee on .Agriculture with 
considerable statistical and other data in sup. 
port of the view that existing market demands 
do not justify increased planting of vines for 
currants and .sultanas. So f~ as gordo
grapes for the production of dried Iexias are 
concerned, the three organisations refer:t;ed to 
advised the director that the planting of a 
furtber area of 2,00-0 acres might be under
taken. 

On the 16th Ap-:ril, 1946, the Australian Agri
cultur;tl Council (comprisin-g representatives 
of the commonwealth and the State Govern~ 
ments, adopted the recommendation of a con
ference of State Horticultural officers and of
ficers concerned with irrigation and war ser
vice land settlement that new plantings of 
6,000 acres of land in the Commonwealth for 
dried vine fruits be unde-:rtaken. 

When tl,lese 6,000 acres are in full bearing 
say in 19"52,. the Commonwealth JII'Oduction 
of currants, sultanas and lexias which will 
have to be 'disposed Of .will probably amount 
to 12-5,000 tons in a year of full production 
as compared with a possible no,ooo- tons on 
the areas at present planted. 

Although the Board has advi.sed against 
tllis expansion, everything possible will be 
done to :find outlets overseas fo-r the additional 
qua-ntity when it becomes available. Should 
however this increased p-:roduetion lead to an 
over-supplied market with a resultant CarrY
over of crop which may cause an actual or 
threatened fall in prices below cost of pro
duction, the Board recommends that tlle Com
monwealth Government with the aid of the 
Governments of the dried fruit producing 
States shall take sUch action as lUay be nee· 
essa-ry to provide :PaYable. returns to grow-. 
ers and maintain the present stability _of the 
industry. 

WO~LD PRODUCTION 

In a t·eturn attached to this report is set 
out the quantity of currants and raisins (sul
tanas a~d lexias) produced in the United 
States of America, Australia, Turk"ey, Greece~ 
Persia and' Spain (the main producing a.nd ex
:porting countries) during the years 1934 to 
19-45 both inclusive. 

The average a.nnual production during the 
war years was 504,525 tons, a decline on the 
pre~war period of 34,831 tons, due to the war 
damage to the vi.neyards in Greece. Within 

·the ne-xt twO er three years it is expected 
that Greece will bave oveo:-eome- this decline 
and worl-d production will be not less than 
550,000 tons, a quantity in excess o_f estimated 
normal WOl'ld demand. 

fMPERIAL_ PREFERENCE 

The p-resent stability Of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Industry is due in a large meas
ure to the free admissiOn of Empire grown 
fruit into the United Kingdom, Canada and 
New Zealand, where duties a·s follows are im
posed on fr~lt from foreign countries: 
United Kingdom: Sultanas and Iexias £10 per 

ton, currants, £2 per ton. 
Canada: Curran4l, sultanas and Iexias £18-

13/4d. per ton (4 cents. per lb). 
New Zealand: Sultanas and Iexias £-9/6/8 per 

ton (ld. per lb.) currants, nil. 
.A large Australian export surplus has, for 
many years past, been satisfactorily disposed 
of in these countries because of the Tariff 
Preferences referred to. As the proposed addi
tional production in Australia under the Service 
I..and Settlement Scheme will fUrther increase 
the _export su:rplus, the Board stresses the 
necessity fo.r retaining ·these preferences as 
no other alte-rnative can· be suggested which 
will maintain -stability in tlle industry. 

SUPPUES OF MATERiAL 

The Board desires to place·· on record its 
thanks for the assistance rendered by vari
ous Commonwealth Departments alld Services 
particularly the Depa~tment of Commerce and 
Agriculture and the Division of Import Pro
cureme-nt Section of the Depar.tn1ent of Trade 
and Customs in obtaining materials for the 
Dried Fruits Industry which were in short 
supply during and since the war. 

Special acknowledgment is ma-de of the ac
tion of the Departments of the Army and 
Munitio-ns in a·:rranglng in February last at 
the in.stance of the De:partment of Commerce 
and Agriculture, and at the expense of the 
Board, the rapid transfer from Sydney to the 
Murray River areas of a large quantity of p-ot
assium carbonate which bitd just been landed 

~ 

in Australia, and which was urgently needed 
for the processing of sultanas-, But for the 
expeditious·· way in which this mate-;ial was 
co-nveyed to :producing centres a. considerable 
quanti'; of fruit woul-d have been lost. 

RESEARCH WORK 

{a) Jn AustraHa: 
Th-e Council for Scientific and Industrial Re-

search at its Merbein Station in Victoria has 
carried ollt investigations and 'consultative 
duties for the pried Fruits Industry during 
th~ twelve months ended 30th June~ 1946, re"'! 
la:ting to: 

(i) Fertility of the s.oil, 
(ii) D::oied fruit p:r:oduetion,· 
{iii) Viticulture, 
(iv) Fruit processing, 
(v) Reclamation, 
(Vi) Irrigation. 

The activities of the Station at 1\:!erbein, 
to the cost Of which the Board maJ{es an an~ 
nual cOntribution, are carried out in associa~ 
tion with Consultative and Advisory Corn~ 
mittees on which the Board is represented by 
two· of its members, Messrs. Peter- Malloch 
and E. J. Casey. These committees meet at. 
regula-:: intervals, review the work of the sta . 
tion, secure an insight of the special investi· 
gations of the various officers and bring for~ 
ward difficulties riffecting the dried fruits in
dustry. 

The Board desires to place on record ita 
appreciation of the assistance· rendered to tbe 
industry by the officer-in-cha;·ge 0-f the sta
tion, Mr. A. V. Lyon, M.Agr.Sc., and the Sen
ior Research Officer, Mr. E. C. Orton, B.Sc,. 

(b) In the Unfted Kingdom 
Tile chairman -during hie visit to the United 

Kingdom had i.he opportunity of. examining 
the·'·investigations being carried out on behalf 
of the Board b.y Professor Munro, Dr Page, 
and D.r. Lubatti in rega1·d to the treatment of 
dried fruits to pr0vent their deterioration on 
tlleir arrival in the United Kingdom. 

Tile_ chairman was impressed with these .in
vestigations and thanked the gentlemen men
tjoned for the assistance they a:re giving to 
the Anstralin.n D:r:i:ed Fruits Industry. 

FtNAN.CE 

The rates of 1evy im:p-ose-d under the D--:-ied 
Fruits Export Charges Aet 1924-1929 on dried 
fruits exported durin~ the 1946- s<.'ason con
tinued unchanged auJ are as follows.: 

Currants, H;d. per cwt. cr 2/6 p--er ton. 
Sultanas·, 2d. pe.r cwt or 3/4 }l'er ton. 
Le-:xias, -2d. pei -cwt. o-::- 3/4 p~-:r· ton. 
The income for thP. year ended 30th June . 

1946, amounted to £14.G7S/0!7 nutde up as 
follows: 

Etrport. levies, £6,139-/0/6~ interest, Au&· 
tralia and London, £2,80B!1112: sund1·y co1· 
leetions including amounts paid to the hoard 
for- treatment of dried fruits in the United 
Kingdom on behalf of the British Government 
and exchange on remittancC>s: from Lol'ldon,
£ 6,028/8/11. 

The _e-xpenditure of the Boaid for the yea~ 
was £20,3"20/8/10 the pr_incipaJ itG:ms-' hciug; 

Administrative exp.enses in Australia, 
£ 4,50-9?2/9; administrative 12-xp-enses- in Lon
don, £3,533/17/10; contributiOns to the Com~ 
monwealth Government in res:vect to the op.. 
erations of the Australian 'I'rade- Commiss1on~ 
er in Canada and moneys expended :in the do· 
velopment of t11e· Canadian and other markets 
£2/696/16/3: sn-ecial publicity in the United 
Kingdom £8,54-5/9/5; contribution to tbo 
Council for ScientifiC and Industrial Rese..~,;och 
for investigations in Australia on bcil2;lt o! 
the Board, £1,030/2/7. 

During the· past year the Board has con~ 
tinued the treatment of' dried fruits on be
half of the British Government, and the in
come of the ·board has be·en increased bY D<lY
me-nts received from that Government. 

It 'is again emphasised that tile expenditure 
of the Boa.:rd is in no way a charge on the 
Consolidated Revenue of the Common·w~ltb . 

APPRECIAT!ON 

The Board expresses its appreciB.Uon of the 
help it has received in the carrying or.t of its 
functions during. the past twelve mor.ilis fr0m 
the Minister, the Secretary and Officers of the 
:Department of Commerce and Ag;iculture. 
and also from the ComptroiJer~Gene~al and 
Officers of the Department of Trade and Cus
toms-. 

Tlle .Austr-alian Dried Fruits Association and 
the State Dried Fruits Board of Victoria, Sth. 
Australia, New South Wales and W€stern Aus~ 
tralia have co-Operated with the Board in cer ~ 
tain mittte-:s during the year 1945-46 and their 
assistance iS appreciated. 
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Commonwealth Research Station~ Mer be in 

Dried Fruits Investigations Report 
The linkage of the Commonwealth Research Station with the producers 

whom it serves bas "become well-defined, stated Mr. A V. Lyon, Officer in 
Charge, in his annual report. The Export Control Board is represented, on a 
"Consultative Committee" by Messrs. Peter Malloch and E. ]. Casey, the other 
members being Dr. B. T. Dickson, of the Division of Plant Industry (C.S.I.R.); 
and Professor Prescott of the Division of Soils (C.S.l.R.). Dr. Dickson is 
chairman of the committee. 

The Advisory Committee of the Station con
:si:rts of merhbers appointed from the major 
dried ·ruit areas; and in addition, Messrs. 
Malloch and Casey attend regularly as ex
officio members. These Committees meet at 
regular intervals, review the "., nk of the Sta· 
tion, secure an insight. of the special investi· 
gations of the various officers, and bring for
ward difficulties affecting the dried fruits in
dustry in general and their n.wn districts in 
particular. 

FEFi.TILITY OF THE SOIL 
The outstanding feature of recent meetings 

was the general insistauce of representatives 
of the . ndustry that there ,hould be a special 
concentrations on problems affecting the fer
tility of the soil. The drought years as ·,- :aal 
brought manifestation of salt, particularly in 
those dried fruit areas which are as yet in
completely drained; and in the Mil dura dis
trict, whel'e agricultural drainage i::: relatively 
complete, there is an alarming increase in the 
quantity of irrigation water supplied. The 
overall increase in the water applied to the 
soil in Mildura district is one foot annually, 
approaching a total of four act-.: feet, where
as it was formerly belo>v three acre feet. The 
result is reflected in certain areas as soil de
terioration through excessive leaching, and as 
outfalls to the drains in excess of the qual
ity for which they were dPsigned, thus ren
dering drainage less effective. Excepting the 
last two seasons, of which special mention is 

·made hereafter, the production trend has been 
upwards. Although the limit of production
has not yet been reached, the i_ntensity of 
production methods, and the continued usage 
of land under irrigation, has brought special 
problems. For example, Chlorosis induced ·by 
over leaching is noted. This in turn increases 
nutritional problems of the vine, including the 
a vailabilit:· of "trace" or "minor" elements. 

PRODUCTION DECLINE 
Special mention must be made of produc~ 

tion decline in certain well iiefined areas. A 
problem of all irrigated horticulture has in all 
countries been the difficulty of replacing, nn 
the same area, any group of horticu;tural 
plants which have declined. In fact, we· are 
not much further~ ad-vanced than the horticul
turists of a quarter of a century ago, who 
used the terms "vine sick" or "pear sick" to_ 
denote land on which those plants had de
clined and could not be replaced by the same 
type of production. In such dried fruit areas 
the pr-..blem is to maintain production rather 
than to increase it. ,. 

DRIED FRUIT PRO::JCTION 
The industry has -experienced two years ot 

low production. There is complete evidence 
that this was due to seasonal conditions, rath~ 
er than to any failure on the part of gl-ow
ers. In 1944, average daily maximum tem
peratures for September were 78,5 degrees Fah
renheit, compared with a naverage ot 70.60 de
grees Fahrenheit for this month. This high 
t~mperature, combined with hot dusty winds, 

withered the young shoots, and much {)f the 
promised crop was· destroyed soon after the 
shoots sprouted. The weakened . vine also 
dropped berries after setting. The immedi
ate response of the sultana vine was a copi
ous growth of laterals, and a qui~e unusual 
distribution of fruiting buds, wp.ich was coun-
teracted by pruning modificat!'Ons. · 

For the 1945·46 crop, the sultana at sprout
ing was characterised by an abnormally high 
spl_'outing Percentage, which promised a high 
potential crop, Our observations before the 
advent of _summer rain indicated that the 
potential crop, would not be. realised. The 
distribution of the crop in relation to the fol
iage was out of balance, and withering of the 
tips of bunches, failure to grow at a normal 
:rate; and lack of sugar were~ evident on a 
proportion of the bunches. Notwithstanding· 
a very good croiJ remained until heavy dam
age by rain at the pre-harvest and early har
vest periods. 

Resulting losses were heavy in the. case of 
currants, possibly 35-40 per cent. being lost. 
With sultanas and lexias, quality was very 
seriously affected; and final yields reduced 
and variable in the Mildura district; and 
greater reduced in other dried fruit centres, 
including South Australia and l :yah-Woorine.n 
in which districts the summer rains were 
heavier. · 

Viticultural investigations ·include complete 
records of the seasonal development of the sul
tana under the abnormal conditions- prevail
ing; fruit bud examinationw; sprouting per
centages; and maturation. Although such 
investigations are negative in the direction of 
yield increases, they have a value in inter
preting the low yields of two seasons; and in 
particular have been of value in preventing 
wrong diagnosis and treatment. The Dried 
Fruit Industry has evinced great interest in 
these recent investigations, and it is planned 
to publish the results. · 

VITICULTURE 
The nutrition of the vine is studied by 

means of fertiliser trials embracing· the- prin
cipal fertilisers and applications of solutions 
of minor elements. The treatments in the 
various fertiliser field trials have been con
tinued with a view to measuring long term 
effects, the yields being m~asured and recor
ded periodically. A special trial, for a study 
of factors affecting the growth of the gordo 
grape, was also commenced. 

Swabbing trials at the P.esearch Station on 
sultan£.s and currants, in which all pruning 
cuts were swabbed at pruning time with- a 
strong solution of one of the "minor" ele
ments, boron, iron, manganese, ·molybdenum 
and zinc, were interfered with by rain to sOme 
extent, but no increases in yield with any of 
these treatments have yet b8'en obtained. In~ 
creases in yield have been obtained h,owever, 
on gordo vines at Red Cliffs, by swabbing 
pruning cuts with zinc sulphate solution. Some 

imp:t:ovement in tb,e q~alit-y: of the fr!clit mar 
also result. 
the firsf- few weeks. Trials carrier~- out con4 

tinned and it has been found that in the.case 
of currants chloratic vines can usually be cur~ 
ed or considerably improved by swabbing aU 
pruning cuts and . later all cincturing cuts, 
with a 20 per cept. ferrous sulphate solution. 
The advisability of the sb,allow working of 
the soil where this condition occurs. is also 
being investigated. · · 

FRUIT PROCESSING 
Potassium carbonate was again in .short 

supply during the earlier nart of the drying 
season, and groWers were ill m_any cases ob-;. 
liged to use reduced quantjties in their dips, 
or to use substitute dipping mixtures during 
the firs tfew weeks. Trials carried out con
firmed the results obtaif!.e~ v:reviously, that 
during poor drying weather, mixtures of caus
tic soda and potassium carb_onat~ arfl less sat4 

isfactory in the cpld dip for sultanas than 
tlle standard dip kontaining only potasSium 
carbonate. Suitable mixtures: of potassium 
hydroxide and 

0 

potaSSium cB.i-b-onate however, 
gave satisfactory results. As an aid to the 
removal of ''green tinge'' in sultanas, the use 
of caustic potash in the cold dip mixture is 
therefore preferable to that ·of caustic soda. 

Promising results in drying sultanas have 
been obtained with the use of a ne.w sulphon~ 
ated oil preparation derived from neatsfoot 
oil. When used in the cold dip mixture im~ 
:e-:r:oVed wetting and f~ster drying resulted. 

SPRAYING TRIALS 
IntereSting results were also obtained in 

s.praying trials-, carried out on sultanas dur
ing Poo-r drying weather in March, April and 
May. A comparison was mareJe~ between the 
established spray (carbonate of potash) and 
caustic potash, plus oil emulsion in both 
cases. Under the conditions prevailing pot~ 
assium hydroxide was very much more ef· 
fective than the carbonate in hastening dry .. 
ing. 

The possibility of using infra red heating 
'in quickly removing small amounts of mois~ 
ture from dried vine fruits is being investi· 
gated. Trials carried out by one of the 
Packing Houses in the district suggest that 
it may b.e possible to comp-lete the drying ot' 
some lines of fruit by this means. 

Further work has been ca:rrted out on ths 
control of mould growth on grapes during dry~ 
ing. A :practicable method· of enclosing and 
sul,p.huring racks of fruit with the fumes of 
bur'hing sulphur has been devised. Work 
on various harmless fungicides has been con
tinued. ~ 

A limited amount of wor·Ir was carried out 
on the losses involved in the seeding of lex· 
ias. The preparations of emulsion-s used for 
dips was supervised by the Mildura Packers• 
Association. 

RECLAMATION 
A commencement has been made on the 

investigations deemed urgent by the Advisory 
Committee of the Station. In the Woorinen 
district, the unproductivity of difficult soils 
is being examined in co-operation with the De-· 
partment of Agriculture, Victoria. A survey 
of salt, free Water, and unproductive vines: 
has been commenced in the Renmark area. 
in co-operation with -the Renmark Irrigation 
Trust. In Mildura district unproductive. 
.lands hav~ been examined, and the cause at• 

· tributed to lack of drainage or incomplete 
drainage; or to the need for reconstruction, 
of the vine. 

IRRIGATION 
A survey .of the usage Of irrigation water 

en a repr6sentative portion of .othe Red 9Hffs 
settlement has been carried out. E-o;;;am~na~ 
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tion of water distribution .figures disclos<.::s an 
.alarming inc:rease in the water distributed 
annually. For many years, the average aP-' 
plications were under 36 acre inches Per year. 
an,d in recent years applications have ap
proached 48 acre inches. A similar trend is 
noted in other large irrigation -settlements 
used for ho:rticulture. The individual appli. 
~ations also vary, some settlers u.sing twice ae 
much water as others. Small scale trials in
dicate that it is practicable to increase irrl. 
gation efficiency considerably under existing 
conditions; but structural alterations to the 
distributing channels of the holdings are ne_c
essary in many cases. 

The survey also disclosed~- that the de£ign 
of many holdings, particularly the relation be. 
tween water supply, gradient, and length of 
irrigation run, is so faulty Jn many casPs tlt:it 
a high irrigation efficiency is not poss'l.ble. 

Following the surveys, methods of mea;jur
ing irrigation water are being examinf'·rt. aud 
models of devices which may possibly be 
suitable have been prepared for triaL ArH 
rangements have been made fo1' the co-ope-rot. 
tion Of the State Rivers and "\-Vater Supply 
Commission, "VJctoria, and the Water Conser. 
vation and Irrfgation Commission, New south 
Wales, in additional surveys designed to n1ea· 
sure ,present irrigation efficiency in portions 
of major settlements; and to define procedure 
by which irrigation efficiency can be increased. 

. STAFF 
During the past year, the staff has been in

·creased by the appointment of two Research 
Officers and one Assistant Research Officer. 
Of these, one Research Officer has commenc
ed work on irrigation and drainage problems; 
the Assistant Research Officer will under_ 
take investigations on the soil moisture prob. 
Jem.s of irrigated lands; and will shortly un
del·go further training with the Soils Divis
ion; while one Research Officer will shortly 
commence work at the Station, principally on 
soil deterioration resulting from irrigation, aL 
ter completing refresher course at the Mel
bourne University fOllowing his return f:rom 
active servi-ce. 

FINANCE 
The inter~mixture of special investigations 

for the benefit of the Dried Fruits Industry 
with t!Je general work of the Station renders 
it impossible to apportion charges strictly on 
an accountancy basis. Two additional offic
ers have now taken up duties in connection 
with ir.-igation. and -drainage investigations, 
working in areas and on pr-oblems suggested by 
the Advisory Committe. · 

WATERING SALT LANDS 
There has been some . success by watering 

under vines and shifting the .salt to the centre 
of_ the rows. At best this is a weak method 
of attack as the salt is still near the surface, 
but it sometimes does give the vine a start. 
Drainage, an-d quick watering to wet as much 
of the surface as possible, is much sounder. 
.Apart from special leaching with larg,e quan. 
tities of water, · on land thoroughly drained, 
the most. successful method is to water lightly 
in multiPle furrows, and so wash the salt to 
the subsoil. The district drainage sGheme is 
not deSigned for leaching, though it is possible 
to do s:r;uall a:reas. 

The immediate value of drains is to lower 
the water-table and this in turn has two valu
able effects. The rise of salt is checked and 
there is a greater depth of sub-soil into which 
the salt can be driven. The removal of salt 
in drainage water is a gradual process over 
the years, and has a long-dated rather than 
an immediate value. 

The principle in salt control is to avoid 
water-tabl-es near the surface. Drainage is for 
the purpose of getting rid of this subsoil water 
but we can also help by not putting so much 
there. 

Australian Dried! Frl!lliis 
Association 

WESTERN AUSTRAliAN BRANCill 
ANNUAl ELECTION 

Nominations are called fot the positiOIJS of 
six (6) gnwer representatives. Nominations 
which must be proposed and seconded by two 
membe::-s will clOse with the Secretary, Mr. A. 
J. Bishop, 97 St. George's. Terrace, Perth, at 5 
p.m. on October 31st. 1946. Candidates must 
indicate his willingness to accept office. 

(The qualification of membership is "a pro-. 
ducer of dried fruits whose fruit is processed, 
packed and s6Id under Association terms and 
conditions and subj-ect to all Association rules 
and levies.'') 

Nomination forms may be obtained from 
the Secretary. 

L. THORN, Cbairman. 
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SPROUTING OF THE 
VINES 

(By A. V. Lyon, M.Ag.Sc.) 

'J 

The S:p.ro:uting period of the vines has been 
extended over a longer period than usual, and 
in places shoots are. still coming out. Under
these circumstances, it is too early to attempt 
any accurate survey of the fruiting percentage. 

The sprouting this year ha.s some unusual 
features, partly to be exp-lained by the wea
ther. The high temperatures in early August 
promised an early bud-burst, and some shoots 
actually came into leaf by mid-August. Since 
then the weather has bee_n cooler. The result 
is that ~ few shoots are a month older than 
the late shoots, and the differences in size 
are very marked at prestnt. 

With tlJ.e l·ong sprouting period, most grow~ 
ers this ye~r tool!: t~e water while the vines 
were still sprouting. We have never estab
lished that watering at bud-burst makes much 
difference to the ultimate croP, .owing to the 
great powers of re-adjustment that our vines 
possess. It has, however, b-een shown on oc .. 
casions that the irrigation at bud~burst may 
show some effects. The sh-oots already out are 
advanced in growth by the water, and those 
not yet out are retarded. There may also 
be a slight reduction in the sprouting percent·· 
age by irrigation d·aring sprouting. 

Vines at this stage of the season, particu~ 
Iarly sultanas, usually look untidy and badly 
balanced. It· appears to me as though this 
feature is accentuated this year, with the bare 
area about the crown cf the vine carrying less 
growth, or at any rate, shorter growth, than in 
other years. We can expect them, however, 
to even up. 

SPROUTING PERCE'NTAGE 
The usual sprouting percenta:ge ranges from 

60 to 70 per cent., leaving about 30 per cent. 
of the buds dormant. On some vineyards at 
least there are· more dormant buds than usual 
at the end of September. We have seen no 
cases were the high sprouting percentage of 
last year is being repeated, and it is already 
evident that the vines will not carry the large 
numbers of buncheB that they attempted last 
year. 

Early counts of the bun:;hes range from 
about 30 to 35 bunches per vine, but as they 
are still coming out, this number _may go up. 
These counts, however, have been limited in 
number, and dD not rover su.ffi.cient vi_neyards 
to represent· an average of the district. 

\Ve may get some higher figures later, when 
the. examination is extended. The early frosts. 
killed some buds, and this is probably the
explanation of reduced shoots in some vine-· 

' yards at least. An annual survey of crop po
tentialities will be taken as usual in October, 
and at least some of the disabilitie~ now noted 
Will be c-orrected later. 

INSECTICIDE 
(By A. V. ·Lyon, M.Ag.Sc.) 

On the whole, the vineyards for dried fruit 
are comparatively free from insect pest, and 
such as we have are intermitten rather than 

·'regular. There has been some inipatience over 
the failure to introduce DDT more .generally. 
It must be remembered, howeVer, that growers 
are entitled to have recommendations based 
on trials and experience and that "the free·· 
Com of vineyar€1.s from apple. m-oth in recent 
years has not provided the opportunity fcir 
trial for this pest. 

Rutherglen bug last year provided .the- orr 
p.ortunity to try DDT for this pest, and the 
results were entirely satisfactory. . The pleas
mg feature, as given to us by the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture, was that DDT was 
beth consistent and persistent in its eradica· 
tion. 

Most contact sprays kill the insects that 
they hit, but DDT on. a tree, in the case of 
Rutherglen bug, has a residual value for ae 
bugs which come. ln after the spray has been 
applied. This nest, which is not usually 
troublesome on old well-worked vineyards, was 
Quite a nuisance in parts of Birdwoodton anp. 
Red Cliffs when those settlements were being 
devel-cped, and DDT will probably have a ·place 
in operations if the Rutherglen bug appears 
in the settlements now being planned . 
. RBcommendationS for the use of DDT on in·· 

spect pests have been cautious. This is be-
cause it is effective only with some insects, 
and also 'because of its secondary effects. For 
example, its use on codlin has been hampered 
because, it is followed by an actual inCrease in 
other .12ests. There is the possibility that if 
used extensively for aPple moth, it may prov~? 
the best 1iPI'aY; and as soon as we get enough 
of this pest it will be tried extensively. Th~: 
manufacturers have made progress, anti DD'l'· 
is now available in fornis which render its us0 
easier. -
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fROST---THE DESTROYER 

THE recent £rost confer,ence sponsored by 
the A.D.F.A. proved of _great value and 

a great deal of progress was made in reaching 
what might be called a standard practice in 
minimising the problem. The decision to pub
lish a bUlletin that will be made available bv 
the Association will do much to supply a much 
needed want. 

Strangely enough the study of combating 
frost has never been taken up by any body 
set up for ·that purpose, but has been left to 
individual officers of Departments and interest
ed producers who have lacked the assistance of 
a co-operative effort. The recent conference, 
was unique in that it brought together those in 
the three Murray States who had made a study 
of frost and had written articles dealing with 
the problem. And so a consensus of opinion 
was obtained and some miscon;ceptions re-
moved. I 

No one· can. accurately estim-ate the cost of 
loss by frost damage to primary producers ge!1-
erally, but it must be a staggering figure, and 
one that calls for some Government investiga
tion into the possibilities of minimising the evil. 
The harshest feature is the crippling loss to 
:individual producers in certain areas when 
neighbours enjoy bumper croops. Good land 
is turned into a marginal area and valuable 
food is lost-and in a matter of twenty min
utes. The recent Losses in the South AUstra
lian. areas are indteed serious, and the reports 
of the record frost in the Leeton (NSW) areas 
where thousands of citrus trees are bare and 
shrivelled with the loss of next year's potential 
crop in addition, are instances of the severity of 
the matter. 

Much remains to be, done in the research 
field and requests by the Conference that cer
tain- experiments 'be c3.rried out by the Coun
cil of Scientific and Industrial Research are 
already getting to reality. 

The tests of the efficiency of a machine de
signed to displace the cold stratum of air with 

·that of the warmer air above are now being 
made at 1-~erbein C.S. and I.R. Station and 
the results are being anxiously awaited. It is 
hoped to have other enquiries made into re
ports of new methods that are claimed to be 
successft1l in France. 

When the matter is considered in its full 
importance it is difficult to understand why the 
problem has not been tackled thoroughly by 
a properly constituted body with officers 
trained as specailists. We have this set tlp in 
practically every avenue of primary and sec-
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A.D.F.A. Victorian State Conference 
The Victorian State Conference of the ADF A 

was held at Mildura on 28th August, 1946. 
There were present: Mildura district.

Messrs. H. Youngs, R. J. Bradford, A. Popple
ton, H. V. Davey, E. W. Hogan, W. Muir, A. 
'L. Martin, N. Barclay, S. G. Cutler, F. Weath
erburn, K. C. McCallum, R. A. Hampton, L. B. 
O'Donnell, P. Malloch, J. R. Gordon, J, 
Schmidt, A. E. Robe:·ts, N. A. Johnston, D. 
C. Winterbottom, E. J. Casey, L. J. Smith, 
D. A. \Valters, W. J. Kirwin, L. G. Cameron, 
A. R. McDougall (sub for J. H. Power), A. 
Rawlings, G. E. Dowty, J. B. Lancaster, J. W. 
Bailey, A. Gillett (s·_lb for J. J. Murdoch). 

Mid-Murray Valley: Messrs. H. H. Goodman, 
A. E. Lowe, A. R. Highwa~·. L. B. "Hanley, R. 
G. Davidson, J. C. Williams, \V, Crowe, A. N. 
Lewis, H. G. Caldwell, L. Bishop, R. Stevens. 

Mr. F. R. Messenger, Chairman Growers' 
Conciliation and Labor League also atte-nded 
by invitation. 

Mr. J. Henshilwood wa-S elected to the chak. 

Independent Weighing Of Dried Fruit: 

The Chairman explained this item and the 
reason for bringing it forward, and asked the 
other district delegates if they wished to speak 
on the matter. Mr. H. V. Davey stated that 
some system of satisfactory weighing of fruit 
at the packing house door was necessary for 
the good of the industry and suggested dial 
scales-something the grower could see, and 
that the weights be automaticapy printed on 
the tickets. In the general discussion which 
followed it was pointed out that the automatic 
scales themselves would not overcome the 
difficulty because the elevating trucks and 
frames varied considerab1y in their weight and 
also that different size automatic pull trucks 
were used at the same receiving door. Mr. 
Ha\Vlings pointed out that there were three 
methods that presented themselves: (1) The 
State Board appoint inspectors; (2) The grow~ 
ers appoint their own inspectors and pay them 
and (3) automatic scales installed. If the 
packing houses would install automatic scales 
he said the State Board would undertake to 
see that the truck frames and sweats were 
correctly tared and the weights stamped on 
the frames and sweats._ It was suggested that 
the packers themselves should inaugurate 
some system of check weighing_ Mr. O'Don
nell stated that it the growers were dissatis
fied with the present system then let a man 
be appointed by G:rowers' organisations to 
check eve1·y load and initial every docket, this 
man to be paid by the Gr~wers' organisation 
and to report to the Growers' organisation. 
Anything less than this would not give satis
faction. After a Prolonged discussion Mr. Bar· 
clay moved "That packing houses be request
ed to instal automatic weighers as S')On as 
they are available."-Seconded by Mr. Gor. 
don. 

Mr. Highway moved' as an amendment:
"That the matte::- be left to the individual dis
trict to decide"; seconded by Mr. Goodman. 
The amendment on being put, was lost. The 
motion was put and lost . 

Mr. Camer~n then moved 'That this State 
Conference approved of the principle of check 
weighing at Packing House door and the mat. 
ter be referred for discussion at Federal 
Council after due discussion has taken place 
at district branches; seconded by Mr. David· 
son and carried. 

Frost Prevention: 

Mr. Hazel briefly- reported on the Frost Con
ference held in Mildura on the 17th August, 
1946. He stated the Conference was sponsor
ed by the Board of Management of the ADF A. 
Mr. D. C. Winterbottom emphasised the valu
able wo1·k which had been and still is being 
undertakeh in connection with frost preven
tion. 

ondary production and literature is available on 
every phase of it. In primary prod\tction we 
have every aid to production-for a frost to 
process it. 

The Conference has had this further value
it has precipitated the development of a plan 
to bring into being something that is long 
Overdue and that must prove of great value. 
A Commonwealth Frost Investigation Com
mittee "that will be competent to advise pro
ducers of the Commonwealth from the cane 
growers -of Queensland to the dried fruits 
growers to the south of South Australia. 

40-Hour Week: 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom introduced M-::-. F~ 
R. Messenger, Chairman Growers' Conciliation 
and--Labor League, Mr. Messenger stated that 
his committee were preparing a case to resist 
the introduction of a 40-hour week in the fruit 
industry and asked Mr. Vllinterbottom to out"l 
line the main points it is intended to put up. 
Mr. Winterbottom mentioned some- of the prin~ 
cipal lines of argument that would be put up 
in Court when the case came on. The Mid~ 
Murray Valley delegates who had also listed 
this matter for discussion stated that the 
points covered by Mr. 'V\'"interbottom answer~ 
ed what they had in mind. 

Harvest Labor 1947: 

Mr. Bishop (Nyah) suggested that a similar 
scheme of advertising to that undertaken for 
the 1946 harvest be adopted. Mr. Messenger 
explained that he had had a visit f:rom an of~ 
ficer of the Government Labor Bureau, who 
stated his Department was prepared to under~ 
take a similar. job to that done by Manpower 
Authorities in 1946 harvest and that more par~ 
ticula:rs would be available at a later date. This 
seemed quite satisfactory to delegates. 

Opening of Far East Markets: 

Mr. Lewis (Nyah) suggested that the Gov .. 
e:rnment should be asked to make up the diL 
ference in the price we could expect to obtain 
from sales to Eastern markets to that ruling 
for sales in the U.K. Mr. Malloch read a 
lengthy and interesting paper setting out the 
different fruits and marketing methods and 
prices now obtaining in the different Far Eas~ 
tern countries. Delegates thanked Mr. Mal~ 
loch fo:r the very interesting paper. 

Fresh Distillery Fruit: 

Mr. Crowe (Nyah) informed delegates of the 
practice persisted in in the 1946 sea.son of 
growers sending suitable fruit (sultanas- and 
gordos) to the distillerieS, and he stated that 
growers were again signing. up with the dis
tilleries for similar delivelies fo::- the 1947 sea~ 
son. He moYed that the matter be referred 
to Federal Council for discussion; seconded 
by Mr. Ma.lloch and carried. 

1 nternal orainage: 

After a brief discussion Mr. Hanley moved 
that this State Conference strongly app:·oves 
of the principle of the State Government ren~ 
dering financial assistance for drainage pur~ 
poses and urges that advanes should be made 
to gtowers in the Nyah and Woorinen district 
for drainage at this time; seconded by Mr. 
Lowe and carried. 

Address by Mr. E. C. Orton (C.S. & I.R.).: 

Mr. Orton addressed the conference on the 
following important works which he had car
ried out during the year: 

1.-Dipping oils. 
2-Spraying to aid drying. 
3-Mould control. 
4--Modern development in dehydration. 
5-Recent advances in Viticulture. 
6-Use of hormones (synthetic root.growth 

mate:rial). 
7-New gra:pe (Alba Australis). 
Mr. Orton's address was accompanied by 

charts and samples of the different fruits 
treated. Mr. L. B. O'Donnell moved : "That 
this conference records appreciation of the 
work of Mr. Orton of C.S. & LR. It regards the 
experiments and results of great value to the 
industry. In view of the varied and extensive 
nature of work being undertak-en' we consider 
there should be an increase in the staff allot~ 
ted to dried fruits investigations-particularly 
during the harvest season; second-ed by Mr. 
Lewis and carried with acclamation. 

Election of O~!egates to Federal Council: 

Red Cliffs: Messrs. Bradford, 
tin and E. W. Hogan. Visitor, 

Merbein: Messrs. Rawlings, 
eron. V:istors -two. 

Youngs, Mar~ 
Mr. W. Muir. 
Dowty, Cam. 

Curlwaa:-Mr. L. B. O'Donnell. 
Coomealla: Mr. J. J. Murdoch. 
Mildurfi: Messrs. Casey, Henshilwood, Cut-

ler. Visitors two. 
Nyah: Mr. J. W. McGregor. 
Woorinen: Mr. H. H. Gooflman, one visitor. 
Koraleigh: _M;r. A. Lloyd. 

·-" 
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NYAH-WOORINEN RESEARCH COMMITTEE 

A Practical Scheme 
The above. committee has a unique record in 

grower effort. From a very small beginning 
it has developed into the ownership of a block 
of land that was considered unsuitable for 
'production. By applying thorough practices 
based on latest research findings it has been 
able to convert a derelict property into a pay
ing proposition. It reached this stage pre
war when prices were muCh lower than those 
ruling today-and with very little help from 
other than its own efforts. 

As an item of interest to growers we set 
out. its balance sheet for the past season: 

FOOD CONDITIONS 
IN BRITAIN 'i 

Mrs. Marjorie de la Ooze of. Midhurst, Sus
sex, wrftes: 

As a British housewife I often wonder if 
the Australian housewife. would like to know 
the living conditions in England. 

I would like to give you the amount of our 
Vi'eekly rations: Meat ~ lb, lard H oz, mar
garine 3~ oz. Butter 2} oz, bacon 3 oz, cheese 
2 oz, · sugar ~ lb, soap about 1/- worth per 
month. 

POINTS SYSTEM, 
"\Ve have 24 points_ each month. Many var

ieties of food are on points. Biscuits are 8 
points per lb. Chocolate biscuits are 16 points. 
So if we feel >ve should like a little luxury 
and buy biscuits we have to be very careful 
or we find we have no points left to carry 
us through the month. · 

Foods without points are in very little var
iety and very dull, and now it seems we are. 
to get used to rationing of bread. This will 
mean a further cut for the table of a hungry 
man,· and his children. We cannot ·see how we 
are to buy (or make) bread or cakes as these 
articles will be taken from our points. Living 
in the country is, I think, just as difficult as 
living in a town as there are no eating houses 
whereby one can get a reasonably cheap meal. 

. BRITISH HUMOR 
The women meet while doing their morning 

shopping and humor runs high with them. 
When they go to their homes and are alone 
and wondering what to put on the tabie for 
a meal, humor is not so good. We can get a 
good su:piJlY of fish, but no fat to eook i'li.t with. 
That is the food situation. I can assure you 

· the housewife's job is not an easy one in kee:r>
in.g her family fit. 

The milk allowance is 2~ pints per week 
and likely to be less for the winter months. 

Our clothes are in a very poor condition. 
Nearly 7 years of restrictions and COUIJOns. 
Have got us to rock bottom. The housewife 
has to find coupons for many household arti~ 
cles (linen) from her very small suiJply of cou· 
pons. No other folk in the house cares to give 
her any of their coupons towards house linen. 
In fact no one has any to spare: Mens clothes 
are in the same condition. All their clothing 
is on coupons. A man could not buy a suit 
each year or he would have no coupons left 
for other things. The Australian men would 
be very amused to see many a man's shirt 
with the tail cut off to mend the tops. 

FEW COUPONS 
I fail to know how our women manage with 

young children to clothe; a few coupons are 
allowed extra for them. but they do not go far. 
We have had years of make do and mend and 
the women are totally tired and weary of re
strictions. 

We stood by them all during the war, feel· 
ing they were necessary. We knew what war 
meant, too. In our own little town we were in 
a direct line to London for the Bombers and 
a reception area for London children. I had 
two boys for three years, one has since joined 
the Navy. 

I feel sure the Australian men and women 
would have a heartache ·for us. I know, too, 
their feelings towards us are,ldndly. Austra
lia has done .a lot for England, and if theY 
could do anything more to help us I know they 
would. 

Could you find space- in your paper for this 
letter from just a British housewife .. 

COOMEALLA BRANCH A.D.F.A. 
Results of election of office bearers for 1946, 

of the above branch are as follows: 
Chairman," Mr. J. Murdoch; S~cretary, M'r. J. 

Bailey. Delegates to District Council, Messrs 
J. Murdoch and J. Bailey. To Federal Confer-
ence, J. M}lrdoch. · 

NYAH-WOORINEN ENQV.IRY COMMITTEE 

Statement of AccoJ.!nts for 12 months ended 30i4(46 

Block 38H Production Accounts 
1945 Season 

£ s d 
~o Unsaid frUit and pump.kins 

Gross Profit Transferred to 
Profit an,d Loss Account .• 

307 15 9 By E!~les of fruit and pumpkins 
£ • d 

• ., 344 1 7 

To Viticultural Expenses •• 
.. Cultivation . , .·• :• •: ... , :•. 
, Irrigation . . ~. • • • • .•, 
., Repairs ...••••••••• 
.. Other Crops • , .. , • 
Harvesting~ 

'. 
Dip;<; Wood .....• 
Hire of horse and 

4 0 0 

truck :. . .•• 
Wages ... 
Materials • 

, Supervision • • . • . , 
Telephone . , ..... . 

13 12 0 
146 15 4 

10 6 10 

,. Bank Charges and Interest 
.. Manure .. 
, Spray Materials . . . . . . . . 
,. Fire and Workers' Compensa-

tion Insurance ... • , . , 
, Drainage Rate . . • • , ,. 
, Drainage pipes . . . . . • 
, A.D.F.A. Branch Levy .. 
, Depreciation on Harvest Plant 
, Sundries . . . . . . . . . . 
, Gross Profit Transferred to 

Profit and Loss Account .. 

36 5 10 

£344 1 7 

1946 
55 11 0 
97 0 0 
20. 3 0 
27 0 8 
13 15 5 

174 14 2 
55 0 0 

3 5 0 
1 2 0 

22 13 2 
6 2 3 

3 15 10 
1 3 4 

13 16 6 
6 1 

3 5 10 
17 13 3 

158 18 0 

£675 5 6 

£344 1 7 

By Sales of fruit . , . . • • • , • o, •• 182 6 0 
, Unsold fruit at _valuation • • . . 492 19 6 

£675 5 6 

COMBINED COMMITTEE ACCOUNTS 
£ s d £ s d 

To Travelling Expenses .......• 35 11 9 By Woorinen C/tee Fee .. 5 0 0 
,. Cost of Baume Tests .. . . .. 8 13 9 .. Amount transferred to Profit 
, Cost of Bulletins .. .. .. 28 15 1 and Loss Account .. .. .. 149 15 0 
., Cost of Broadcasts .. .. .. •,• 13 12 0 
, Hire of Hall .. 13 0 
, Contribution to c'.S. ·~nd · r.:R'. :: 60 0 0 ~ 

,. Petty Cash .. .. .. .. .. 7 9 5 

£154 15 0 £154 15 0 

PROF'IT AND J.,OSS. ACCOUNT 

To Legal Fees :~. • .... 
, Depreciation- . . . . 
, Committee Expen;es 

,,.£ s d 
5 16 7 

96 7 3 
149 15 0 

£251 18 10 

By Rent of "House . . . . . . . . 
, Gross Ptofit from Production 

£_ :; d 
20 0 0 

Season 1945: . . . . £36 5 10 195 3 10 
Season 1946 ...... 158 1S 0 36 15 0 

Nett loss transferred to Profit -------
and J .. oss Appropriation . . . . £251 18 10 

,,. -
PROFIT .:1-ND LOSS APPROPRIATION A/C. 

?:'o Nett Loss transferred • , 
., Balnnce c/f .. 

.. 36 15 0 By Balance b/f .. .. .. .. 1613 8 1 

.. 1576 13 1 
------

£1613 8 1 £1613 8 1 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30/4/46 
LIABILITIES 

£ s d 
Capital Account .. ........ ':"G 5 9 
Profit and Loss Appropriation 

Account .. .. .. .. .. .. •. 1576 13 1 

£1652 18 10 

Statement' of Accounts and Balance Sheet pre 
West. 
Audited and found correct 

(Signed) T. F. MCKAY, Nyah ·\'\rest. 
~ . 31(7/46. 

ASSETS 
2- s d 

Leasehold Land . . . . . 
Buildings as at 1/5/45 75 1 6 

Less Depreciation . . 7 10 2 

Improvements as at 
1/5/45 .. .. .. .. 384 1 0 

Add Additions . . . . . 473 8 0 

Less De-preciation 

Bungunyah Rack as at 
1/5/45 ........ 

Less Depreciation 

Harvesting Plant as at 
1/5/45 .. 

Add Additions .. 

Less Depreciation 

857 9 0 
85 14 8 

31 4 3 
3 2 5 

1 6 0 
52 17 0 

54 3 0 
3 5 10 

Woorinen Fruitgrowers Co-on 
Co. Ltd .......... . 

Unsold fruit at valuation . -••• 
Commercial J2ank . . . . • . . . 

£ s d 
125 0 0 

67 11 4 

771 C4 4 

28 1 10 

50 17 2 

11 6 3 
492 19' 6 

5 8 5 

£1652 18 10 

pared and submitted by Lloyd Bishop, Nyah 

P. T. BYRNES, President. 
R. p. ROLK~NGHORNE, Secretary 

1/8/46. 
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Dried Fruits B d
,,,, ,, .! 

oar •··· 01 South Australia 

The Dried Fruits Board Seventeenth Report 
Which covers the year ended 28th Feb~ua.ry, 
1946, was presented by Mr. G. A. W. Pope, 
Chairman, who stated: 

PRODUCTION 

The total South Australian pack for the sea~ 
~on 1945 was: 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .•.. 

Dried Vine Fruits: 

Dried Tree Fruits: 

Prunes . . -.. , . ,. ,. . , 
Peaches .......•. 
Apricots .. _ .... , .•...•. 
Nectarines . .. . . . . . . . . . . . •• 
Pears .......... , .. , ..•• , • 

Tons 
6,896 
9,326 
3,018 

19,24Q 

Tons 
395 
218 
673 

38 
187 

1,511 

The 1945 season's pack, although doWn on 
the 1944 tonnage, was well below ave:rage pro· 
duction over the past decade. For the five. 
year period ended 31st December, 1939, the 
average dried Yine fruit pack was 20,728 tons, 
and 25,623 tons for the succeeding five years. 
The average pack of dried tree fruit over the 
same periods ·was 2,267 tons, and 2,500 tons 
l'espectively. The redllction in the 1945 sea~ 
son, therefore, ,~·epresents an overall drop 011 

these averages of 9.78 per cent, and 26.22 per 
cent respectively. 

As a pa~·tial off-set to the loss in production, 
the quality of the dried vine pack was of a 
high average standard This applied more--par~ 
ticularly to South Australian lexias, of which 
59.4 per cent. reached five-crown g,rade. -This 

IMPORTATION OF DATES 
In th~ last issue of the "News" referen-ce 

was made to the anomaly of.importing .dates 
i'nto Australia ft>Om countries a few days sail 
from England and at the same time making 
extra provt'sion for export of dried vine 
fruits to the extent. of leaving the home 
market short supplied a~d seriously inter
fering with the ability of manufacturers to 
develop lines that would ultimately build 
Commonwealth sales. 

The industry has consistently worked on the 
basis of making food available to B-ritain and. 
:t;as had to heed the problem of -rationing its 
buyers over several years. 

The reply by the Minister of Commerce 
(The (Hon. W. J. Scully) to the protest lodged 
by the A.D-.F'.A. sets out the position: 

With reference to your letter of 13th May 
eonveying the views of your Board on the im~ 
portation into Australia of approximately 4000 
tons of dates, I desire to advise you that in
quiries on this Subject have been made by my 
Department, and I am now in· a posHion to 
advise. you as follows: 

No action in connection with importation 
was taken by the Department of Commerce 
and Agriculture. I am advised by the Division 
of Import Procurement t.hat 4,500 tons of dates 
were allocated to Australia by the Britisjl Min~ 
istry of Food- and import into Australia was 
n€-gc-tiated by the Ministry's Representative, 
Me::;srs. Andrew Weir and Co. 

Licenses were granted to individual import~ 
'ers on a quota basis ·directly related to their 
importations dUring the base year period, 1st 
July, 1938, and 30th June, 1939. 

The point raised by you regarding the effect 
of this imp-ortation during a season when 
sPecial efforts have been made to supply the 
United Kingdom with the maximum quantity 
Of dried vine fruits-even at the expense of 
the Australian market-is, of course, Tecog
nised. It is suggested, however, that this is 
merely coincidental, as the import of dates into 
Australia is a well established trade, and the 
quantities allocated to Australia last year and 
this year represent only the resumption of 
trade which was interrupted by the war. 

The question of whether the· United King~ 
dom would be prepared to forego a quantity 
of dried vine fruits from Australia in consid
eration of the retention by that country of 
Australia's share of the date allocatiOn, has 
not yet been discussed with the United King
dom. authorities. The matter will, however, be 
-given further consideration before· n~xt sea-

son's allocation-s are in nrogress. 

-'· ! ;: ~ 

SeventeentJi,;,Report 
satisfaetory feature was the result of the fav
orable climatic conditions experienced during 
the comparatively brief drying :period, as well 
as of progressive improvements in methods of 
drying and processing. Dehydrating plants 
were not employed to the extent as-·-in previ: 
ous years. The shortage of manpower in the 
work of harvesting the season's crop once more 
presented difficulties. Adequate labor, how
eve't, was at length fouml to be available. A 
special train from New South Wales conveyed 
approximately 300 members of the Women's 
Land J>.rmy _ to assist Jn harv~sting the crop. 
The solution to the problem w~s directly the 
result of the co-ordinated ativities of the Har
vest Labour. Bureaux, the District Local War 
Agricultural Committees 3.nd the Women's 
Land ArmY, in collaboration with the pe;osonal 
efforts of the Deputy Director of Manpower 
(Mr. L. C. Hunkin), whose zealous and efficiH 
eiit services to the industry ar.e again grate~ 
fully acknowledged. 

Un'der the National Security Regulations, 
the entire crop of 1945 ·season's dried tree 
fruits (prunes, peaches, apricots, necta-n.nes 
and pears) was again acquired by the Common~ 
wealth Government for the services. A Iarg,er 
proportion than in former years, however, was 
released su}?~equently for civilian needs, 

CULTURAL PRACTICES 

The Board desires to ackn-owledge the valu-
able co-ope-:ration of the technical officers of 
tbe State Dep~rtment of Agriculture. The 
Chief Horticulturist (]VIr. A. G. Strickland, 
M.Ag.Sc.), in partjcular, has, at -all times, 
shown a willingness to assist the Board with 
}lrobJems relating to cultural practices and to 
give expert advice and 2;iHfhl:'nce when sought. 
'!'his co-operation has proved to have been 
of appreciable value, not only to the Board, 
Jmt to growers genera11y. Among the matters 
relating to Culttira1 Dl'actiCes which have come 
before the Board, those which concern dehyd~ 

ration trials, as well as those problems relat~ 
ing to the diagnosing and treatment of vine 
an-d tree diseases. "Gummosis" in apricots 
has become a major problem, and is receiving 
the attention of the office:r.s of the Department. 
When research officers are available, the Board 
is prepared to continue its collaboration with 
the Department :in any plans deSigned to im~ 
prove cultural methods. 

PACKING 

DetaiJed statistics in regard to packing 
houses and tonnage of fruit processed was 
given. 

INTERSTATE COLLABORATION 

Dried fruit legislation in OPE-ration in all 
producing States is similar in substance, a 
measm'e of uniformity in administration by all 
State Boards is, therefore, of the first imporw 
tance. 'l'o secure this, an Interstate Com
mittee, known as the Consultative Committee 
and consisting of the Chairman of each State 
Board is set up to deai with matters of com
mon interest to all producing States. The 
functions of this Committee are of an advisory 
nature only·. It has no executive powers and 
its activities are limited to the making of re
cOmmendations. to the State Boards for home 
consumption quotas, the :rate of the annual 
contribution and other matters which apply 
generally to the industry. By this means, co~ 
ordination between the State Boards is facili
tated. Because of its comparative remoteness 
the Western Australian Board has found it 
difficult for its representative to attend regu~ 
lar meetings of the committee; it is, however, 
supplied with copies of the agendas and of 
minutes of all such meetings, and is kept fully 
informed of concerted a0tion taken by the 
Boa-:rds of the eastern States. Four (4) meet~ 
ing;s of the Committee were held during. the 
year 1945. ' 

Co-ordination of State Boards' administra~ 

goustE ·"NCE 
lli~IJRH 

For a BUMPER Crop 

c,® p~'sPRDF No.2 Dust 
RegiJw~J Trnd• Mark. 

THE reliable DDT lnsectiddal dust for 
cabb_ilge, tomato, potato and other vege .. 

table crops, Pespruf No. 2 dust contains"""' 
2% of the active para para isomer of DDT 
-the ideal concentration for sure results 
against a wide range of vegetable crop pests. 

Available in 28 and 56 lb. -bags. 

I!Ci\p e ......... F No.20 imHisl~J~t 
RfJiiuereJ Trade MutlL 

THE stable, concentrated Mayonnaise type 
DDT Emulsion specially prepared for use 

ln the orchard or where spraying is preferred 
for control of insect pests. Pespruf No. 20 
Emulsion Is prepared from DDT 95-100% 
active para para isomer. One gallon makes 
200 gallons of highly effective spray, 
Available in 1 pt., ~ gallon, 1 gallore 

t~md 4 gallon confainer8e 

Jlictorian Distributors: 
RAMSAY & TREGANOWAN LIMITED 

,,, 
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tion was given a further impetus during the 
year by the ho-lding of a general conference 
in Melbourne in October, 1945, of all State 
Boards. Although it was the ninth conference 
of the Boards, it was the first occasion on 
which all producing States, including Western 
Aust:alia, were represented and every mem
ber of each Board attended. A comprehensive 
agenda which contained many important mat. 
ters affecting the whole of the industry in all 
producing States was discussed freely and at 
length. It was generally acknowledged that 
the conference, which was the first held since 
May, 1938, was abundintly justified. It is not 
possible to measure in terms of visible results 
the far .reaching value to the industry of con
ferences of this nature. 

QUOTAS AND OVERSEAS MARKETS 
Details in rega-:·d to quotas of dried vine 

fruits for 1945 season .are quoted in the re
port but because of space considerations are 
not included iri this article. ' 

PUBLICITY 
All publicity plans designed to maintain the 

level of dried fruits sales within the Common
wealth are controlled by the Publicity Com
mittee, the personnel of which is similar to 
that of the Consultative Committee with tlie 
addition of a representative o:!: the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association. The ·publicity p-:·o
gramme is Australia~wide in character and 
consists of lectures, supported -bY film displays 
to the pupils in all schoolS of the more- popu
lous centres, window displays featuring dried 
fruits in shops of leading distributors in capi
tal cities and country towns, screenings at 
picture theatres and tramway advertising as 
well as free distribution of recipe books. Pub
licity expenses are met from a general fund, 
to which the Boards of the producing States 
and the A1J..Stra1ian Dried FrUits Association 
make contriOutions in varying amounts. The 
Board's proportion to the fund for the yea.-::.- un
der review was £750, of this amount £375 
was carried to a general reserve whicll has 
been set aside by the Publicity Committee, 
for a more extensive poSLwar programme. 

INVESTIGATION WORK . 
The work of policing the Dried Fruits Act 

was continued during the yea::.- 1945-46, along 
similar lines to those followed in recent years 
and it is a matter of satisfaction to the Board 
to report that no complaints were laid during 
the year 1945 for contraventions of the Act 
and regulations, nor was there any evidence 
of attempts at unlawful trading in dried fruits. 
The work of the investigation office:- in his 
regular visits to retailers throughou't the sett
led districts of the State, haS been of appre-

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by agents as at the 31st 

Auiust, 1946, disclose the following position: 
VINE FRUITS: 

Currants ... . 
Sultana&- ... . 
Lexias 

TRIEE 
Apricots 
Peaches . . . . . . . . 
Nectarines .. 

1946 1945 1944 
Tons Tons Tons 
2,716 3,237 4,869 
7,292 8,777 13,383 
1,462 2,033 1,591 

11,470 14,047 19,843 

FRUITS: 
673 
249 
23 
81 

954 
Pears . . . .. • • • ...... 
Prunes . • • . . . . . . . 

495 
'427 

26 
185 
620 

1,249 
3'66 
11 

172 
838 

1,980 1,753 2,636 

S.A. PROPOSED HORTICULTURAL 

COLLEGE 

A further stage toward the establishment of 
a horticultural ·college was reached when ttle 
provisional commitee met recently. The com
mittee, comprising delegates from the High 
Schools of Waikerie, Glossop and Renmark, 
and the Loxton A-:-ea School, has sought the 
opinion of public bodies, together with kindred 
associations and business firms in the district. 

Altogether more than 40 replies have been 
received by the secretary, heartily approving 
of the proposal. This spontaneous response 
bas heartened the committee to take further 
action in sending delegates to Adelaide at a 
future date to interview the appropriate Minis
ter. -The deputation will probably be int-fo
duced by the Members for these areas, Messrs 
Wm. Macgillivray (ChaffeY) and T. C. Stott 
(Ridley).· 

The committee 11as also received encourage. 
ment from sourN~s which maY prove of great 
value to them in their efforts to obtain their 
objective. 

ciable vall\e to the ~ndustry in encouraging 
storekeepets '":~nd other distributors to stock 
only the h1gliet/ grad~s of dried fruits. -

PERSONNEL OF THE BOARD 

In terrg;s(~Of t~ .Act, three of the five mem
bers\- v.llh#l~ondt\ite'\tth!e Board are elected 
every three years by a ballot of growers, who 
are registered by the Board as producers of 
dried fruit. The irrigated areas ::eturn two 
members, arid one member represents the pro. 
ducers in" the non-irrigated areas, the remain-

ing two are appointed by_ the Governor-in
Council and _hold office· during the Governo='a. 
pleasure. The GovernmeJJ.t representatives 
are Mr. G. A. W. Pope. ISO (chairman), and 
Mr. ll'. M. McMillan (deputy chairman). Mes~ 
srs C. W Till and J R. Jemison are the pro.o 
ducers' representatives for the irrigated a .. :-eas 
and Mr. C. E. Russell represents the growers 
in the non-irrigated areas. The next election 

for the three representatives of the producers 
will take place in Decembe·r, 1946. 

ln.come and Expenditure Accounts for 

£ s d £ d £ s 

Twelve Months en.ded !February 28, 

d 

1945 

£ s d 
4,409 18 1 

171 4 5 
36 5 0 

6 0 0 
1,843 5 0 

To admin. expenses-
Board fees 750 0 0 
Sec. .senary 625 G 0 
Staff salaries, 
office rent. clean-
ing and light-
ing 760 0 0 
Consultative 
Committee . 20 0 0 
Au-dit fee • 15 15 0 

2170 15 0 
Investigations . . • • 312 0 0 

2482 15 0 
Advertising . . . . ~ ~ u .... • , 4 14 0 
Grade supervision ... · .•• , • ~. • 106 8 4 
contribution N.S.W. 
Dried Fruits Board 
a/c Joint Investiga-
tion Work . . . . . . . . 250 0 0 
Inspection - Board's 
ptoportion of~ 
Bal. for yea.y 1943 562 19 1 
Alloc. year 1945 . . 1800 0 0 

---- 2362 19 1 
Legal expenses . . . . 26 5 0 
Ninth Interstate Con-
ference Board's pro-
portion of ....... . 
Office and general 
expenses . . . . . . . . 
Printing and :station-
ery ........... . 
Contribution to Dried 
Fruits Publicity Com. 
Travelling expenses: 
General .. 
Investigations 

Balance as above . . . . 
Balance carried forward 

245 17 2 
100 16 7 

58 10 11 

55 17 8 

22 8 9 

750 0 0 

346 13 9 

£6466 12 6 

1,343 5 G 
4,353 10 6 

By Annual Contribution . , ••••• 
Inte:-est .........•....•.• 
Pac1dng house registrations · .. · 

Sundry receipts ..........• 
Excess expend. over income .• 

£6,466 12. 

By, Accumulated balance .• -., .•. • · 6,196 15 

6 

6 
------

£6,196 15 6 £6,196 15 6 

Balance Sheet as at 28th February, 1946 

LIABILITIES: 

Sundl'y creditors . . . . . . 
Packing house registration fees 

paid in adyance . . . . . . 
Publicity reserve fund ... . 
Board fees reft<.nd accou!lt ..... . 
Accumulated bal. to .28/2/46 

£ s d 
3,100 0 0 

36 0 0 
1,125 0 0 

44 16 0 
4,353 10 6 

£8,659 6 6 

ASSETS: 

Sundry debtors ..•••••. 
Cash acc. Treasury £8,426 
Commonweatlh Bank 1(}0 

5 0 
0 0 

£ n d 
13:l 1 6 

8,526 5 0 

£8,659 6 ' 

THE MJlDURA CO-OPERATIVE lf ,,- . 

FRUIT CO. 1 TD. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS£143,000 

Packers of all Clas··-es of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus • 
' -
Manufacturers of ;ams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 

Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All. Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effedecl 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 
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FROST CONFERENCE AT MIL DURA 

Representative Gath:Ji.Ji:r\g 
1> 

A:n outstanding featllre of the A.D.F.A. conference held at Mildura on 
August 24 to consider the frost question was the very representative number of 
interested delegates. They came from as far east as Nyah and Woorinen, and 
from as far west as "Gawler. 

lt was the first gene:ral co-nference. since 
1936, and the ADFA :in convening it, thought 
that it was necessary at this stage to re-exam
ine the recommendations of the p-revious con. 
ference; to see- if the eXperience during the in
tervening decade warranted revision or addi
tion; and to consider any investigations which 
might throw additional light on this most dif
ficult question of frost control. 

Vineyard beating, with all its trouble~ and 
difficulties, was ['ecognised as the chief- sound 
preventative. The conference decided to re
examine as far as possible heating practices, 
including the quality of the oil from the point 
of view of ease in 1ighth1g; the type of burner 
and orchard routine to :fit heating ··require
ments. There was fairly general agreement 
on temperatures at which heating should com
mence. 

The cardross area, with more experience 
than the other major dried fruit areas, 
agreed that 29 per cent. Fah. was permiss. 
iblfl early in the season when shoots ranged 
from two to nine inches, but that as the sea
son advanced it was necessary to light at 
slightly higher temperatures of say 30, 31, 
and 32 in weekly rise~. 
In the" non.irrig.ated areas, whe:·e fruit trees 

as wen aS vines need protection, lighting up 
at higher temperatures, ranging about freez
ing point, was advocated and practised. The 
viewpoint of our South Australian friends was 
that it was more necessary to save fruit than 
to save oil. . Car-dross favored the lower tem~ 
pe:·atures, becaus.e rises in temperature some
times obviated the n.ecessity for lighting up 
at all, and because later lighting often provi
ded sufficient oil for the full period over which 
burning might be required. 

FORECASTING 
Messrs. Foley and Storer, of the MeteorJlog

ical Bureau, brought new lines of thought and 
additional service to the frost considerations. 
On the question of forecasting frost, M-:-. Foley 
o-utlined the time limits of the service, and 
said that although under certain conditions it 
might be possible to make a forecast up to 
four days there are other occasions when it 
is not safe to give more than one day's antici
pation. In South Australia it was sometimes 
possible that the forecast for the State would 
not apply to the river areas. The present 
sugg-esti0n was that the forecast from Mildu~·a ., ...... ; ............ ;;·~·~;~;;··~;········""''""'"''''! 
I INDUSTRY ! 
= = § It \'\las arr-anged at the September ~ 
§:_, meeting of the 13Goard of Management :: 
E _to have_ a brochure prepared _,that would 
§ 'be --suitable. for. distribution to. students~ 
§ pOiiti'C~aris,_---business-me.f:\. cin!;f . __ o'r-Q:anisa
§ tions.. ---.The Assoeiatio_n·_ .re,eeiVes many 
§ ' enciuir-ies· from _ sehoofs for artie-Ies de
§ s·eriptl've ;(If the' dried fruits industry and 

~2 _the brOchure will :be designed to supply 
§ this 'nee_d. The Board arra;nged for Mr 
2 Malloch .. to ao into _the matter of cost 

·- ¥ and the setting up, and Messrs Winter
§ bottom an_d Gordon were appointed tc 
§ eo-operate with him in finalisi'ng the mat
§ ter. The sUb-committee was empo-wered 
§ to spend -the necessarY funds. · 
~· '•' ' . ' . ;: 

•• ~ ........................................... ~ .................................................. :1 

should cover Mildura district and Swan Hill 
and that the forecast for South Australia 
should extend only to areas in that State. 

POINTS RA~SED 

The disinclination to· commence orchard or 
vineyard heating has always been apparent. 
The reason is not far too seek, because it in. 
volves additional ex)}ense, work, loss of .sleep 
und general worry. 

In spite of these difficulties the Cardross 
people have eStablished that organised vine
yard heating is well wort~1 while. 

At thiS as at other fro.st conferences the 
necessity for vineyards heating as the only 
guaraiJtee of safety has again been stressed, 
so natural_ly some of the time of the confer. 
ence was spent on me-thods by which it may 
be :possible to make vineyard heating less 
troubleso.me. The tendency to seek other 
means of preventing frost damage is quite 
natural, but the conference took the view that 
alibongh other measu:res are useful, they 
should be regarded -as sul;lsidiary aids to dir
ect heating, with the possibility that if every
thing else !s done in the right way direct heat
ing can occasionally be avoided.· 

IRRIGATION AS AfD 

Of the subsidiary aids, irrigation as dealt 
with previously, bas been named as the more 
usefuL ,Its limitations are recognised, -~or 
although it may give complete protection im. 
mediately after irrigation, and possibly up to 
10 days if the f-rosts are not sever'e, its use
fulness dwindles as time goes on, and the pro. 
tection afforded by- no means covers the full 
:peri'od of frost danger. The conference was 
agreed that to give the greatest chance of 
protection to the greatest number it was ad· 
visable that irrigation should cease about Sep~ 
tember 20. 

It was also recomniended that a special ir
rigation be provi-ded, and a rapid krigation 
after the .first one, thus increasing the period 
over which protection from frosts is obtained. 

Notwithstanding a!l precaution from irrL 
gation, the experience of the industry is 
that every major frost does damage in some 

~ parts of the dried fruit areas. 

It is a matter of-·cJuck as to just which grow
ers escape, according to their position on the 
roster. 

OTHER HE.LPFUL MEASURES 

Next to irrigation, destruction of cover 
m·ops was· listed as a most necessary measure. 
Altho-ugh no organised exp-eriments on a large 
scale have been undertaken, field inspection 
has Very regularly disclosed that wherever a 
comparison has been possible on adjoining 
patches, one of which has a standing cover 
crop, the damage on the vines within the cover 
crop has always been the most severe. This 
very wide experience bas been confirmed by 
actual temperatures taken at vine level, which 
shows that cover crops may give a depression 
in temperatures of 5 degrees Fa.h. There was 
no disagreement whatever regarding the nec
essity of putting down the cover crops before 
the frost period. 

Another recognised measure of assistance 
was in cultivation. All delegates confirmed 
that the cultivation and destruction of weeds 
should be carried out before the frost perio-d, 
and that- the land should then be- left unculti
vated. It has not b-een possible to .get as many 

Barmera _to-operative Packing Co. Ltit 
BJdtMERA, S.A. 

Dried And Citrus Fruit Packers and Agents 
Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancas-hire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International -Ha.rveeter 
Coy. Ltd., MeCol'i:nick-Deering Tractors. 

1'.0. ~OX ?7, .BARIIIE~!'l 'PHONE BARMERA llO &. 82 

~ ............. ,~;;;;~~;~;·~;·""""''"''1 
FROST CONFERENCE ! 
Those present were: Mr. J. H. Go-rdon~ 

A.D.F.A. Board of Management Chair
man; Messrs~ H. H. Stone (Ch.:~.irman 
Berri-Barmera Fr-ost Club); E. D. Sims 

_.;. and L. H. Maddern, Berri, 0. E.. Halliday 
§ (Manager Berri Experimental Farm)~ J~ 
§ B. Harris (Horticultural Adviser o~ the 
=: S.A. Dept. of Agrfc.)~ F. FrancL (Wafkerie 
= Frost Club), L. Fernee (Chairman Red 

Cliffs and Cardross Frost Club). J. E._ 
Taylor, Cardross, H. A. C. Mitchell 
{Chairman Merbein Frost Club, A. Milne 
(Secretary), D. (:. Winterbottom, (Gen. 
Manager Mitdura Co-op. Fruit Co.), W. 
Heaysman, W. Lingenberg (C3rdross), A. 
Harper, Woorinen, A. Erck, Nyah, J. c. 
Foley, (Su:pervisilig Meteorologist of the 
Climato!ogkcai Dept., Melbourne), L. Mc
Alpine, VIc. Dept. of Agri<C.}, R. Roberts 
(Department of Agriculture) MHd.ura, 
A. V. Lyon (Officer i.l Charge Com
monwealth Research Station, Mer
bein), R. Storer (Meteorological Officer at 
former RAAF drome at Mildura), A. E. 
Cameron (Sec-retary Local Branch of 
VCCA). E. Foord (Shell Co.~ Adelaide), 
F. Simpson (lrymple Frost C!ub), N. Old
ham (NSW Dept. of Agric.), A. L. Martib 
(Red Cliffs Fro·:.:: Club), W. H. King, 
Berri, R. Hope, (Dept. of Agric. Vic.). 

Apoig.gy was received from Mr. E. 
West, C.S. and I.R. Griffit!{;' NSW, and 
w. Boehm, Li'ghts Pass, S.A. 

The Chairman, Mr. Gordon, welcomed 
delegates to the Conference and expres
sed appr-eciation of the representative 
gathering. He explained, that the pur
pose of the meeting was to re-examine 
the recommendations of a previous Con
ference held in 1936, for amendment and 
additi'on: and to consider further inves
tigations which may add to their pres· 
ent knowledge of protectfurt of plants 
from frost damage. · 

'=. ....... ,. ............... _ ................................ , .................................... ::; 

comparisons oll this po-int as in the case of 
cover- crops; but observations over a great 
number of ye3.rs have given unmistakable evi
dence that uncultivated land constitutes an ad
ditional danger. 

In all sixteen items of interest were dis
cussed at the conference, ranging from the 
known to the barely possible, and there was 
also very general agreement that some further 
:i:nve.stigations are necessary to cover ce-:-tain 
points on which information is not yet com~ 
plete .. 

ARRESTING AIR DRIFTS 

O:n the question of clearing timber on ad
joining 1a:11ds the conference was of the opin
ion that if white frosts were being collsidered 
there was no· doubt that the clearing of ad
joining land was of distinct advantage. Re
ports of recent work in Great Britain, how
ever, have shown the possibility of arresting. 
the decided drifts of air which bring cold lay
ers of air into .hollows. The experimenters 
h.ave, in fact, reached a point of creatin~ bar
ners. and have established that cold air can 
be trapped, to some extent at least, above the 
hollows. 

We were all undecided as to whether this 
method of approach might prove :successful 
under our conditions, but it seemed to war
rant turth~ inquiry. In this connection it 
was pointed out that the barrier method for 
protecting hollows would probably ap}:lly to 
a greater extent under conditions where the 
frost was brought to the vineyards in definite 
drifts. 

On the technical side improvements are 
being sought in the -relationship and complete~ 
ness of forecasts, in the quality of oil to fac
ilitate lighting and in the construction of the 
burners. 

Another interesting discuss-ion took place 
on the possi'-!Jility of- rar~ing the temperature 
of the soil by vegetable matter. 
The basis of this possibility lies in the fact 

that heat can be generated in hot beds and 
in compo.st heaps, and delegates permitted 
their imagination to stretch to the point where 
jt migllt be. possible to incorporate cover crops 
in the soil in such a way that heat would be 
generated. 

At th-e conclusion of the conference all the 
delegates left witfi the impression that it had 
been well wo:rth while, one useful feature be
ing the informative natUre of the discussions, 
which- served to dis·w:-I C:ouhts on many points. 
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Victorian Dried F~w· "ts 
>7 \~ .dt\.,j}'· ' ,._ ~- ' ' '' Board 

Inspection Costs-Allocation Dried Vine Fruits-Revis
ed Sultana Quota-Dried Fruits Publicity Committee. 

A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits Hoard was held in Melbourne on 
8th August, 1946.' Mr. Parker J. Moloney (Chairman of the Board) presided 
and there were present also, Messrs. F. M. Read (Deputy Chairman) ; S. R. 
Mansell, H. V. Davey; A. Rawlings and D. E. Barry Wood~ 

A communication from Mr. Cockroft, con~ 
taining an explanation and apology for · his 
unavoidable absence was reaa to members. _.It 
was resolved that a letter should be forward~ 
ed to M·:-. Cockroft expressing regret at Mrs. 
Cockroft's indisposition and conveying the 
hope that she would soon be completely re~ 
stored to good health. 

CROWN GRADE ON CARTONS 
With regard to the question of Crown Grade 

on cartons ·of dried vine fruits, Mr. Moloney 
~;~aid that both the Australian Dried Fruits As~ 
sociation and Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. had been inf-ormed of the Board's de~ 
cision that the name and grade desc-;:iptiou 
on fruit must b-e shown on cartons contain~ 
ing dried vine fruits. Subsequently, replies 
had been received from both org4nisations 
asking that the matter be held in abeyance 
pending clarification of the carton trade posi~ 
tion. 

• INSPECTION COSTS 

Referring to the matter of Inspection Costs 
the chairman repo-rted that he had been ask~ 
ed bY the· Consultative Committee to again ap
proach the Minister for Commerce and Agri~· 
culture urging that the proposed fixed -charges 
be made retrospective to include the years 
1944 and 1945. However, in a Iette:r, dated 3rd 
July, 1946, the Hon. R. T. Pollard had advis~ 
ed that the Minister {Hon. W. J. Scully, 1\LP.) 
was not :prepared to make _any alteration in 
his previous decision. 

ALLOCATION OF DRIED VINE FRUITS 
Mr. Moloney stated that representatiOns had 

been made by the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Export Control Board to the Consultative Com~ 
mittee in supPort of a reciuest from the De~ 
partment of Comm~rce and Agriculture for 
an ad-ditional 300 tons of dried vine -fruits 
(at Commonwealth prices) for plum puddings 
for the British Mnistry of Food. ,, ~ 

Members of the Board ag:-eed that this 
request should be granted. 

REVISED SULTANA QUOT \S 
It was decided that the following quota 1Je 

recommended to the Minister as the maxi~ 
mum proportion of dried sultanas produced 
in Victoria which may be marketed within 
Victoria for the 1946 season:-Snltanas 22,?, 
per cent. 

Dried currants (33 per cent.) and Lexias and 
Ohanez Grapes (58 per cent:) remained un~ 
changed: -

The .Acting Secretar~ read letter, 11/7/413 
fron~ Secretary, General Health Branch (De~ 
partment of Health) forwarding rccommen~ 
dation of Food Standards Committee in re~ 
gard to use of D.D.T. on dried apricots, 
peq.ches and pears. 

It was n{lted that the Food Standards com~ 
lnittee had agreed (as a te'mporary concession) 
to the Board'.s recommendation that not more 
tha.n 40 parts per million be permitted on 
dried apricots, peaches and pears and that a 
Regulation to this effect was being prepared 
by the Department of Hea1th. 

DRIEO FRUITS PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 
The Chairman informed members- that the 

Dried Fruits Publicity Committee had a·rrang~ 
ed for two displays of dried fruits in the 
Gevernment Pavilion at the forthcoming Royal 
Agricultural Show, Melbourne, which was to 
be held from 19th to 28th September, 1946. 
All varieties of dried vine and dried tree fruits 
would be featureo. and officers of the Publicity 
Committee would be in attendance during the 
pe:-iod of the Show for the purpose of supply. 
ing information to the public in regard to the 
fruit and the industry generally. 

Steps had also been taken for a dried fruits 
exhibit to be staged at the Brisbane Show 
from lOth to ·17th August, 1946. Owing to 
lack of shipping space, stocks of fruit were 
very limited in Brisbane, and it had, there~ 
fore, been found nece:5sary to arrange with 
the General Manager of Co-operated Dried 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., to consign from Mel· 
bourne .sufficient quantities of currants, su1~ 
tanas, seeded ra.isins, apricots. peaches, peotrs 
and prunes to enable a suitable display to be 
made at the Brisbane Show. The Commit~ 
tee's _representative in Brisbane had been 

authorised to enlist the services of the Bris~ 
bane Window Display Company for the pur~ 
pose of dressing the exhibit and the PublicitY 
Committee had also made available such ad· 
vertising. material as was required. 

PACKING HOUSE APPLICATION 
V\.Tith reference to an application for regis

tration of a packing house which it was pro~ 
posed to erect in the Edenhope district, the 
Board considered that the facilities alreadY 
existing in the area were sufficiently adequate 
to deal with the packing of dried fruits and it 
was decided, therefore, that this request be 
!refused .. 
Other business of a routine nature consisted 
of a survey of pack figures as at 31st July, 
1946; the adoption of the Board's financial 
statement showing expenditure between 1st 
January, 1946, and 3rd August, 194-6, and the 
passing of accounts to the same date. 

1'''''''''''';;~···~;~~· .. ;;~~;~~''"''"'' 
COUNCIL 

At the fast Board of Management 
meeting i"t was decided to hold the Fed· 
eral Council meeting a1; the Boa1·d Room 
of the C-ommercial Travellers' Asso,:::ia~ 

·~ion, Meibourme. Co:nmenc..: on Tues· 
day, October 29. ' 

Arral'lgements are in hancl to have ad~ 
dresses by Messts A. V. Lyon, Officer· 
i"n-cha.rge of ·the CSiR. Res~arch Stati-on, 
Merbein, and Mr. E. C. Orton, Senior 
Research Officer of that Stati"on, to ad· 
dress the Council on processing and pro~ 
ductlon matters. ~ 

"::_., ...... , .. ,,.,, .. ,., .... ,,.,,. .. ,, ..... , .......... ,,.,.,,,,.,..,,.,,,..,,..,.,.,,. .. ",:; 

RENMARK fRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

REIIIMA!IK 

A Company Owiled and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the C<>-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the WeH-Irnown "ARK" Brand 
--Dried and Fresh Fruit--

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

WARTIME RESEARCH 
Publication Of Reports 

·~~ 

F'or prices ranging from tifty cents to eighty 
dollars, you can now buy copies of reports 
on subjectS as widely varied as-. the history 
and technique of radar to how: tO. mend a zipp 
fastener. 

The story behind this tremendous under-
taldng begins with the lifting of secUrity T'~U~ 
lations and the desire of the Allied Govern· 
ments to -make a-vailable to industrial, scien .. 
tific and other undertakings as much infor~ 
mation as possible on many of- the subjects 

- covered by wartime -research. The United 
States Department of Commerce, through its 
PUblication Board, is now publishing abstracts 
of the many thousitnds · of rep.orts received 
and it issues about five hundred of these ab· 
stracts in a weekly ~<Bibliography of Scientific 
and Industrial Reports." It is understood that 
the British Governme-nt intends .. to do likewise 
for British research, and at the present time. 
the possibility of similar action in respect of 
information of Australian origin, is being ex· 
plored. 

The United States Bibliography deals with 
rep-orts from- the United States itself, the 
American Zone of Germany, and countries 
formerly .occupied by Germany, and Japan, 
and it is divided into sections on chemicals 
and allied products; ·electrical machinery~ 
equipment and suPplies; rabric~tcd metal pro~ 
ducts; food; leather products; lumber and 
wood products; machinery, medical 1·esearch, 
ordnance, paper products; primary metal in" 
dustries; products of petroleum and coal; pro• 
fessional scientific and controlling instruments, 
photograp.hic op}ica_l goods, watch-es and clocks; 
rubber productS'{ stone, clay and glass pro~ 
ducts; textiles; and transp.ortation equipment, 
etcr. At the prices quoted in ea.ch sbstract, a 
microfilm or phot-ostat copy of the full report 
is available. 

For each section, a representath'"e Australian 
periodical with an ·Australia~wide distribution 
has been asked to DUblish copi-es of the ab· 
stracts. The C.S.I.R;- Information SerYice iS 
the distributing agency, and if: any finn or 
pe_rson wants to obtain a cop.y of th,e original 
rept>rt, he may do so by sending the Aus~ 
tralian equivalent of the quoted American 
price ($1.00=6/4d) tO' C.S.I.R. fnformation S-er· 
vice, 425 St. Kilda Roa-d, Melbourne, S.C.2., 
who will send regular order~ to the U.S. 

The Secondary Industries -Division of the 
Department of Post War Reconstruction al~ 
readY has copies a\~ana.ble of a numbC;r -of 
these reports, and in a:pprorrrlate cases will 'is~ 
sue a copy free on -request. 

To enable -those interested to find material, 
the following list sets out the periodicals_ and 
journals publishing abstracts, and tbe , sub~ 
jects dealt with by each: 

Australian Chemical Institut~ Journal and· 
Proce-edings: .Analoytical ch€:miDtry, inorganic 
and miscellaneous ch-emicals,· ).Yt-vducts_ cf pOt• 
:>foleum·. 

Australasian Manu.taCturo. Apparcl1 ,ti-ri:nt" 
ing,' fqrniture, etc. , 

Journal of the Australian rilst!tute .of Agri~, 
cultural Scien,ce:_ ·l}.gricuJtural cJ:v:m'i1catS. 

Textile Journal Of Au-stra1fa! -Textiles; 
Modern Engineer: Land transportion ~au:io~ i·': 

ment. 
:Australian .Journal' of Pharraa.t•y: 

pharmaceuticals, - · .~ · 
Australian ·Plastics: P.lastics, ·-rubber pro• 

ducts. · 
Australian Millers and B:l~crs Journal: F'o~(l. 

products, fiop.r and bread. 
Australian L€:ather Trades Review:· :te~th~r. 
Medical Journal of' Aust!"!lll:t.: Nei.Jc:::.l re~ 

tsearch, etc. -- · -
National Gas Tiu!tC;ti:l o! Australia: rro~ 

ducts of coal.~ -
Australian Journal of Optometry: Oytical 

goods. . ~ 
Australian .Journal of. ·1nstr:C..m-cnt ,Techno!~ 

ogy: Professional, scienU~c nnd ecnt!'olhng 
instruments. , 

Th·e Australian Timber Jvornal: Tim1>t:>r. e:.o.1. 
Clay Products Journal of Australia: Sto!l~, 

clay and glass products. 
Final arrangements have not yet b-een made 

in res.Qect o.E certain classes of infor.illation. 
These comprise -electrical machinery, e'luip~ 
ment and sUpplies; fabricated metal -p:r-aducts; 
machinery- (except ele-Ctrical); primary m-etal 
industries; transportation equipment· (includ~. 

·ing air transport); and marine engineering .. 
Any further jnformaUon On the subJecla: cov

ered by the reports and -kindred subjects ..may 
be obtained froin C.S.J.R. Information Service, 
Secondary Industries Division of. the Depart .. 
ment of Post Wa.r Re.co.n.struetion,. or .Mwi~ 
tions Supply laboratories ('".rechrilcal lilt~ 
tion Section) Ma),ibn-ncllg. Vietorl.a.. 

. 
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Conference of Packing House1Ihterests 
at Herri 

Interstate Delegates Join In Discussion 
The idea of packing house managers and engineers~ secretaries and account .. 

ants meeting in conference to discuss matters of mutual interest, and bringing 
about more uniformity in methods has for a number of years been in the minds 
of many of the industry's leaders, but just as some progress was being made the 
world conflict put an end to the plans for the time. However with the cessa• 
tion of hostilities and a gradual return to pre-war conditions and the new set 
of problems which may expected to appear the idea has again brought forward' 
and the first conference actually took place this week. 

On September 7 rep-resentatives from 18 
packing house interests me~ at the new recre
ation roo'ms of the Berri Co-operative Packing 
Union. 

2\lrr. A. P. Wishart (chairman of directors 
(If the BCPU) in extending a welcome to the 
representatives said that the object of the con-

BORDEAUX SPRAYS 
(By A. V. LYON, B. Ag. Sc., ,_:ommonwealth 

Resea::'ch Station, Merbein). 
The general method throughout the world 

has been to apply copper substances neces~ 
sary for the control of' certain fungus dis~ 
ea'ses in the form of hom~-made Bordeaux. 

It seems a pity to have to transport 500lbs. 
of water to distribute a few pounds of copper
containing sprays, and so it is quite natural 
that pro:prietary preparations, as powders, and 
as compounds, for wet sprays, have arisen 
from time to time. The preparation for home-
made Bordeaux is based on the necessity 0f 
bri11ging tile interacting ·substances togetht!l' 
in dilute solutions and in having the 8xact 
proportions to giv,e the required ·compounds. 

The home-made Bordeaux is Very adhe-rent: 
and in this district has prov8d effective for 
Downy Mildew many weeks, or even months 
after its application. _... 

\Ve have not seen any independent rep0rt 
in whfch a propltietary copper~containing 
spray has been considered equal to the homeN 
made Bordeaux. On the other hand, there iS 
no doubt that for convenience when only :small 
volumes of spray are required and where ad~ 
<litional a:pplications are easily made, the pro
prietary substances ho.ve a value in point of 
conveni·ence. 

Most of the concern over the difficulties of 
lnaking Bordeaux oome from people with no 
experience o.f it. Actually, home-made Bordeaux 
can be easily artd quickly.. assembled, provided 
the necessary equipment is at hand. 

·Some g€ineral remarks on the use of BSr
deaux may be of interest. The principle is 
}JreVention. On a sp~·ayed leaf, the preparaN 
tion kills the germinating spore before it en~ 
ters the plant. Once the fungus enters the 
Plant tissue, the Bordeaux ·spray is powerless 
to prevept internal development in the plant. 

An Jmpottant feature of Black Spot develop~ 
1
·-<, ment is that th€ ·entry of the fungus is mostly 

on young. growth-leaves, growing ends of 
:shoots, and expanding- bunches. Tile infec
tion on older parts of the vine probably took 
Place some time prevlousJy. 

PREPARATION OF BORDEAUX 
The BoTd-ean:x 'Spray is copper sulphate and 

~ lime; the Burgundy is copper sulphate and 
carbonate of soda. If stock pots are used, 
the preparation can proceed as fast as the 
:solutions can be put into the spray barrel, 
with a brief p·eriod for testing. 
· The copiJer sulphate is made up at a strength 
Qf llb to a gallon of water. For carbonate 
of soda is also convenitently dissolved at ilb 
to the gallon. Good' quality slaked lime ·is 
now aVailable, and there has been quick lime 
in airtight tins also on the mRl"ket. Either 
will do, and the stock is made -g.p with about 
20lb. in a cask of water. 

Preparatio:ri is very simple. The copper sulN 
pbate solution, at the rate of :s~nen gallons, 
containing seven pounds of bluestone, is put 
into the spray barrel and made up to about 
2.0 gallons with water. Then the soda or 
Ume is added until phenolphthalein test paper 
turns pink. This test gives more accurate 
proportions than are obtained by weighing _the 
substances, and the test is not difficult. If 
the capacity of the spray barrel is known, 
there is no need to measure the bulk water. 

T:l::tiS note is .:not a recommendation to spray 
In fine weatller, but it is ·a good plan to have 
the substan-ces on hand irl case they are need-

11!!1!. ''""' ' 

ference was one which possibly had been 
overlooked for several -years. The selling 
and growing end of the dried fruits industry 
had been well .catered for and, up to a p·oint 
the management had been good but in the 
general set-up he thought there. was. perhaps 
something lacking. He hoped that as a re
sult of their deliberations there would be a 
greater uniformity in packing. Changed con
ditions with reduced- hours meant that steps 
would have to be taken to meet <the situation 
and he thought that this could best be done 
by means cf mceh~misation. 

Mr. E. D. Sims ( chafrman of tr l Packers' 
Association of S.A.) said that mechanically 
there were big- developments in the industry. 
He was hopeful of the pooling of ideas at 
conferences and that companies would adopt 
the rec-ommendations. It was felt that there 
wou!d be an increaSe 5u the Australian pack 
and '"the problems which arose would have to 
be met with in processing and in marketing. 
Growers 'vould have to do their part also and 

.. he felt that there had been a deterioration 
from the grower's angle of production. An 
instance was the too early picking of fruit. 
Following the opening addresses an inspection 
of the }Jlant of the BCPU was made. Special 
demonstrations of the steam heat dehydators, 
fork lift truck and the .comparison -of rotary 
bin and fixed bin citrus graders were arranged. 

The conference then divided into its two 
groups, the packing house managers and en
gineers, and the secretaries and f!('rmmhuts. 

A paper, prepared by Mr. F. \:V. Tideman 
BE AIME, of 'the Electricity TrUst of SA on 
the subject of "Drying with Radiant Energy" 
was submitted by Mr. L. H. Laffer and later 
an address by Mr. A. H. Noel (manager of 
the CDFS Seeding Factory at Port Adelaide) 
was given, his subject being "Raisin Seeding 
and its relation to lexia processing and pack
ing.!' 

Following a combined dinner at the Bar
mera Hotel Mr. J. McKay (general manager 
of the Berri Co-op. Packillg Union Ltd.) de
livered an address on "The Mechanics of 
Warehousing" in which he dealt with the 
changed conditions in handling sweats of fruit 
in the packing houses. An idea for a me
chanical means of ·stacking sweats was sub~ 
mitted for consideration. 

Tuesday's programme embraced a visit to 
the Barmera district and the Humphrey Pumps 
and the Loveday Internment Camp where the 
work cai'ried out under irrigation was demon
strated. 

Delegates attending the conference are: Mil· 
dura co-operative Fruit Co. Ltd., Messrs J. 
Richards, R. Bright_on; Berri Co-operative 
Packing Union Ltd., Messrs. L. Laffer, B.Ag. 
Sc., M. Nicholson, B.Sc., C. Schaefer: Ren~ 
mark Fruitgrowers Co-operated Ltd., Messrs. 
N. Dyei-, H. Aston; Waikerie Co-operative 
Fruit Company, Ltd., Messrs. F. Dunston, R. 
Dearman; Woorinen Fruitgrowers' Co--op. Oo·. 
Ltd., Messrs. R. G. Holloway, K. C. Harrop, 
W. R. Dickson; Tandaco, Mr. S. L. G. Bishop; 
Tresco, Mr. D. W. Bailey; Red Cliffs Co-op. 
Packing Co. Ltd., Mr. S. Ley; C.S. and I.R., 
Mr. E Orton, B.Sc.; Co-operated Dried F'ruits 
Sales Pty. Ltd. (Port Adelaide), Mr. A. H. 
Noel; Irymple Packing Pty Ltd, Messrs N. Nice, 
L. Prescott; Sarnia Packing Pty Ltd. Mr. M. D, 
Newman; Aur-ora Packing Co. Pty. Ltd. Messrs 
A. Baillie, J. Richards, H. G. Harmer; Cadell 
Fruitpackers Ltd., Mr. M. Gordon; Crowe and 
Newcombe Ltd., Messrs. W. Wheeler, F. Set~ 
terberg, A. Pannach, A. Nash; Barmera C-o--op. 
Packing Co. Ltd., Messrs. I. Hill, H. A. Rawns
Iey; Ramco Co-op Ltd. Messrs .. K'. Cox, V. 
Bishop; Wood Son Seary Ltd., Messrs E. T. 
Dover, ~. rraeger. 

TRIAL WITH ROOT 
GROWTH HORMONE 

The senior research officer, Commonwealth 
Research Station at Merbein (Mr. E. ::,-!, O:t"e 
ton) said recently that a nuinber of groweu 
had recently requested information about the, 
results of a trial carried out c;ome yBars ago· 
with a root .growth hormone, to do+crmine 1ts 
effect on the growth and strike of ':;urrant and 
.sultanas cuttings~ 

The hormone used in this trial was Horto
mone A, a proprietary product, and the ex.., 
periment was commenced in August 1939. F'ol .. 
lowing is a s1.1mmary of t1:e results: 

The cuttings were carefully sampled and di· 
vided into two equal portions, one lot being 
.-treq,ted with Hortomone A according to the 
directions on the bottle, these being allowed 
to stand overnight in a solution of Hortomone 
A cont?-ining ~ ft. oz per gallon. The depth 
of immersion was approximately 6 inches but 
about ~!~lf this depth should be sufficient. 

The remaining cuttings were left untreated 
as a control. 

Treated cuttings were tagged' and }Jlanted 
about 6 to 8 inches apart in rows, in groups of 
six, alternately with six untreated cuttings~ 
All the cuttings received only normal furrow 
irrigations. 

The soil type was Coomealla sandy loam and 
had a fairly high salt content besides' being 
highly alkaline. 

Treated cuttings made the best .growth and 
gave the best strike. Hares interfered with 
the sultana trial by eating some of the, tops~ 
and this portion of the trial was eventually 
abandoned. D 

The indications were, however, that the re .. 
suits were similar to those obtained with cur~ 
rants. 

On September 5, 1940, the currant cuttings 
were dug up and the root growth examined. 
Those treated with Hortomone A showed 
much more uniform and better root develo:pv 
ment than the untreated ones. 

Representative samples were selected and 
photographed, and prints may be seen at the 
research st11tion. 
- In the case -of Hortomone treated currants 

the percentage strike was 83 11er cent., wherec. 
as wlth the untreated cuttings it was onlY: 
56 per cent. 

The results showed that treatment with Hor~ 
tomone A prior to planting improved the 
strike, root growth, and general development. 
of currant cuttin.gs under the prevailing con .. 
ditions. 

MEETING OF IRRIGATION 
PRODUCTION BODY 

The Irrigation Production Advisory Commit. 
tee, including representatives of the Common .. 
wealth, New South \Vales, Victoria and South 
Australia, met in the City Council chambers 
on September 17. This committee is entrus· 
ted with the function of co-ordinating land 
use in the areas irrigable by the Murray River 
and its tributaries. 

Decisions made at the meeting will be- for
warded to the Australian Agricultural Coun .. 
cil. 

The main function of tbe committee is to 
prepare for the consideration of the Austra· 
Iian Agricultural Council, or any committee 
of Ministers appointed by the Cou~¢--.1.- con
clusions formed from investigations "'Carried 
out by Commonwealth and State officers into 
the various agricultural industries which it is 
nossible to develop on irrigated lands. 

The Agricultural Council recognises the nee .. 
essity in the national interest of ensuring that 
the waters of the Murray River and its tribu• 
taries are utilised to the best advantage and 
that this objective can only be achieved by 
long-term co-ordination of land utilisation in 
irrigable areas served by the river and its 
tributaries. 

The commitee must Lake fullest cognisance 
of present ---and contemplated agricultural pro~ 
duction in all parts of Australia of the in~ 
dustries concerned. 

The Australian Agricultural Council realises 
that the Irrigation Production Advisory Com .. 
mittee can only function effectively with the 
co-op-eration of all State and Commonwealth #~ 
fmthorities and organisations ,possessing spe· 
cial knowledge -of particular crops or problems, 
with which the committee may be concerned~ 
· It is pro:P·osed that the committee meet reg
ularly to prepare for the Australian Agricul-

, tural Council reports and reCommendations 
covering matters within its terms of reference, 

Opportunity was taken to inspect packing 
$beds, the winery, pumping stations, research 
station and irrigaUon districts throughout Sun., 
raysia. · ·-
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Effects Of Sodium Nitrate 
On Sulphur 

(By E. (J. prton, B.Sc). 

A study has 'been made of the effect of 
the addition of small amounts of SOdium 
nitrate on the burning properties of Ameri-: 
can powdered sulphur (99.5 per cent. S). A 
'Summary of the investigations carried out 
and the results obtained to date are given 
below. ~ 

EXPERIMENTAL; 

The effect of the addition of 0, 1, 2 and 3 
per cent. of powdered commercial sodium 
nitrate on the burning properties of America.n 
powdered 99.5 per cent. sulphur has been de· 
termined by burning weighed quantit-ies in tin 
or iron containers of .various sizes, in a com~ 
mercial sulphu:- chamber at the Mildura branch 
of the Mildura Co.-op. Fruit Co. Ltd. Compari. 
sons were also made with' untreated pre-war 
Sicilian Roll Sulphur. 

The concentration of sulphur dioxide within 
the chamber was determined at .short inter~ 
vals during each trial and a concentration. 
time cure was prepa:ted 'in each case. The 
unburnt residue was weighed and the percen~ 
tage recorded. 

The concentration of nitrogen present as 
oxides was also determined for treated sui~ 
phur containing 3 per cent. sodium nitrate. 

The effect on fruit was determined by dry~ 
ing apricots, peaches·, and pea:rs, which had 

·been sulphured for_ three hours with untreat· 
ed sulphur and sulphur containing 3 per cent, 
sodium nitrate, the amount of sulphur dioxide 
retained being determiiied in each case, 

RESULTS: 

1.-Resuits showed that the addition of sod~ 
ium nitrate increased the rate of burning and 
the concentration of sulphur dioxide within 
the chamber. 
2.~0nly negligible traces of oxides of nit~ 

rogen were formed when sulphur containing 
3 per cent sodium nitrate was burned, 

3.-The amount of sulphur which remained 
unburned, and the maximum concentration 
of .sulphur dioxide within the chamber, de
pended upon the size of the container as well ' 
as the concentration of sodium nitrate. (Prob~ 
ably the relation between the area of the burn· 
ing sm·face, the size of the chamber, and the 
amount of ventilation are the governing fac~ 
tors). 

4.-The addition of 3 per cent. sodium nit~ 
rate incr~ased the rate of burning approxi
mately 5 fold and approximately doubled the 
concentration of sulphur dioxide within the 
chamber. This concentration also .gave the. 
smallest residu_e of 1:!-nburnt sulphur. -

5.-Dried apricots, peaches and pears con· 
tained more sulphu.r dioxide and were of bet
ter appearance when sulphured with sulphur 
containing 3 per cent. sodium nitrate, than waa
the case with untreated sulphur. 

6.-The effect of aids to burning as practised 
by some growers, such as the placing of a piece 
of hessian on top of the .sulphur to act as a: 
wick, has not yet been determined. 

Sulphur dioxide contenLof samples of fruit 
sulphured with American 99.5 per cent. 
Sulphu,:o and American 99.5 per cent. sui~ 

.phur plus 3 per cent. NaN03. 
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i PRESENTATION TO Mit OON i 
~ ~AMERON . § 
~ --~:···'"'li·'4lli (if'i"f j,l, '<> ':; ~ 

There was a Ve-ry big representative: 
attendance of leading citizens at the 
presentation to Mr. Don. Cameron on his 
retirement from the position of Directo~ 
of Manpower for Victoria. 

Mr. W. N. Sumner, Secretary of the 
Australian Drfed Fruits Association arid 
Mr. F. R. Messenger, Chairman Growersf 
Con-cilliation and Labor League, Mrldura, 
represented the Dried Fruits Industry •• 

The speakers were the Lord Mayor of 
Melbourne, Cr, Connelly, Captain F. 
Ayre1 Chamber of Manufacturers, Honv 
c. Coleman, M.L.C., representing the 
Premier, Mr. J. V. S-tout, Trades Council, 
a\'lc:f the Director-Genera! of Manpower, 
Mr. H. G. Funnell,,. 

Mr,. Cameron fe·ceived a most enthu~ 
siastic welcome and was presented with 
a substantial cheque and a testimonial. 

There is no doubt that employers gen~ 
§ erally were very satisfied with •tho ef~ 
~ forts of manpower during "the war years. 
~ The Dried fruits industry particularly 
§ has been appreciative of the Department's 
§ efforts to supply much needed labor at 
~ c-r'itlcal periods. 

'""'Liiid1E:sci'L:E'"'wi¥:Eii'""' 
MEASUREMENTS 

Quantity.-Wb,en large quantities of water 
are expressed in gallons, cubic feet ·or tons, 
the figures become s-o astronomical that they 
fail to convey a clear understanding. It is 
recommended that the ·Unit of measurement 
"acre feet" should always be used. 
_ To make it" easy for readers to translate 
quantitieS of water into acre feet the follow~ 
ing information is given: · 

One acre foot (one acre covered to the 
depth of one foot) contains 43,560 cubic feet 
or .1215 tons or 272,500 gallons; say four (4) 
acre feet per million g·allons. · 

Flow.-Flow is measured by cusecs. 
One cusec equals one -cubic .:Eoot (of :_water} 

per second. 
One cusec becomes -

in 24 hours , , :~ ~ .•. 2 acre feet, 
in one week •• - ·~ ~ · 14 acre feet 
in one month .•• · .•. 60 acre- feet 
in one year . . , . 722 acre feet 

Capacity ia acre feet of some Murray and 
tributary storages are as follows: 

Murray: Hume, 1,250,000; Yarrawonga, 
95,000; Torrumbarry. 29,000; Robinvale, 
31,000; eleven weirs, Mildura to Blanchetown. 
at approx. 30,000 each, 330,000. 

Goulburn: Eildon, 306,000; Goulburn, 21,000; 
V:laranga, 333,000. · 
· Milrr~mbidgee: Burrinjuck, 772,000. 

-- -- -·--· WIEST AU'STRAUAN r AI.:KING UH, 
CHANGE . 

Advice has been recei'ved that Messrs. Fos
ter, White and Co. have disposed of the Pack· 
ib.g 8..nd Agency business trading respectively 
as Foster Clarke and Co. and the West-Swan. 
Dried Fruits Packing Co. The purchasers be
ing the Westralian aFrmers' Co-operative Ltd., 
Perth. Mr. Foster is the W.A. member of the 
-Export Contrql Board. 

SQ2 Content 
Fruit • Blanching Treatment (Prior of Fresh Fruit S02 .Content 

Apl'icots 

to Bulphuring for Three after Sulphur- of Dried 
Hours), and Method of ing. Product 

Drying. (g_rains/Ib.) (grains/lb.) 

Not blanched (dehydrated) 
Not blanched (dehydrated) 
Blanched 2 min., 40 sec. (de. 

hydrated) • , •. , .. - . • . . 
Not blanched (sun-dried) 
Blanched 2 min. 40 sec. (sun-

dried) . . . . . • • . . . . • • • . 

"' "' m u m 
.... <ll ..., 

~ • 1;$ • ffi . 
~rn <llrn. ~00: 

~ 8 -~ 
p p 

9.5 I 20.1 
15.3 

i 20.6 

) 

15.3 

20.6 

I 12.3 

l 

"' m 
~. 

\1,02 
8 

I 24$ 
26.1 

II 47.8 
13.0 

I 21.0 

Peaches !Not blanched (dehydrated) 
Blanched 5 min. 20 sees. (de

hydrated) .......... 

1 14.3 I 17.5 

I 17.5 I 21.9 
6.0 
6.8 

pears 

Blanched (sun.dried) . . • . 
Not blanched (sun-dried) •. 

1

Not blanched (dehydrated) ·1 
Blanched 5 min. 20 sec.* (de-

hydrated) ............ . 

* Blanching inadequate. 

5.5 

5.5 

10.0 

8.5 

.. -~- ~-~ ... ~~~~ 

~~ 

CULTIVATION OF SOIL 
(By A. V. LYON, M, Ag. Sc.) 

The school of th.oug.b,t which is _building up 
the value of less cultivation, or no cultivation 
at all, has haturally something to go on. It 
is accepted that the soil st111cture remains 
more satisfactory on land not cultivated. The 
difficulties and disadvantages of maintaining. 
a cover on horticultural land are many, The 
cover must be kept very short so as to avoid 
competitic~: with the tree or vines. 
· In the Mu-~rumbidgee area an experimental 
plot of lucerne ·"is growing among citrus. The 
trees are remaining healthi-er than on cultiva~ 
ted soil; but bearing is not satisfactOry. I 
unders-tand that it is now proposed to destroy 
the lucerne and depend on the improvement 
it has made to the soil. 

There is another case in Southern Victoria, 
where pasture is established among f:ruit trees 
and kept well grazed by milking cows. The 
owner has an ingenious form of coupling, so 
that- the cows cannot life their heads to dam~ 
age the trees. It sounds rough on the cattle~ 
but the owner claims that they are doillg quite 
well. 

The areas on which a cover is considered 
. beneficial are those in which soil is deteriora
ting with constant cultivation of orchards. To 
maintain fertility and yield, 'plant covers a·:e 
being tried on a few experimental plots. There 
is no general advocacy for a plant cover on 
lands which are. bearing to·"'·"'cl crOps with· vrd
inary methods of cu1tiv2' 

It may happen, on the 1. ..Jr soils on whictt 
horticultural plants have g'lven satisfactory 
yields and then failed, that fertility can b-e re
stored by g~·owing lucerne for a period of 
years; or a pasture may be better. 

In the non.irrigate('! horticultural areas, 
there are many cases whe.re continued cultiv. 
ation has reduced fertility, but most of the 
failures we have seen are associated with slop~ 
ing land and soil erosion. 

Californian publications contain references 
to plant covers in orchards, one method being 
to cut th.e crop closely and _let the plant mat
erial lie and rot on- the surface, but we gather 
that these new ideas are not extensively prac
tised. On the whole, it appears that we must 
follow our present practices, which are suc· 
cessful, and watch for developments which rnuy 
prove workable on the soils which need it. 

BERRI A.D.F.A. ANNUAL 
MEETING 

The annUal meeting of the Berri ADFA 
Branch was held in the Berri Institute on 
August 23, when 20 members wer~ presi .. 
ded over by Mr. R. Curren. Mr. Curren_.pre~ 
sented his report which dealt with frost re
lief, the necessity for the continuance of the 
labor 6-urea.u for the harvesti'ng of this year's 
crop, and matters appertaining to export 
markets. 
A notice of motion was submitted by Mr. 

H. Stone, that the committee consist of seven 
members, four to retire, the first year, and 
three the . second year, and -then on in that 
order. The ele-ction /Of the committee re~ 
suited in I\fessrs. Curren, Stone, Ma:.ddern, 
Plush, Nixon, Chilton and· Vlishart being elec· 
ted. 

LABOUR BUREAU ACTIVITIES 
At the request of the chairman, Mr. L. H. 

Maddern reported on the activities of the lab~ 
our bureau over . the past harvest, bringing 
many matterS of interest to the nOtice ·of the 
members, also expounding t]Je view8. on poss .. 
ible imp2'ovements to cover the next season. 
It was resolved that a levy of 1/- per toR to 
.cover lf).bour ·bureau costs be struck on all 
dried fruits, and that a letter be sent ·to. the 
Grape Growers' Assobiation, asking their: stip:. 
port in the collection cif 3d. per ton on wine 
grapes, and those used for distillation; as 
growe1·s of these varieties obtained all bene~ 
fits. without subscribing to cover the costs. 

The chairman extended thanks· to 1\/Iessrs. 
Nixon and Maddern" for the efficient manner
in which the labour bureau had been conduc~ 
ted over the past season. Mr. F. H._ Nixon and 
Mr. J. McKay (members of the Arbitration: 
Comn1ittee) reported on matters connected 
with that particular sphere, which took place 
during the yea~. It was resolved that Messrs. 
F. H. Nixon and J. McKay again represent the 
branch on the Arbitration Committee. 

DISTILLERY FRUIT 
The question of sultanas and currants Qe~ 

ing diverted to distilleries was discussed. 
It was finally decided that it be a matter 

for the agenda paper and that the appropriate 
authorities be requested to take such action 
to preclude these particular f:ruits from go~ 
ing into the wineries. 

It was also moved that the cost c:t 
torship of dried fruita was overloaded and that 
the Board of Management be requ-ested to in~ 
vestigate and inquire into the possibility of a 
reduction in this direction. 

~ 
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Support for Horticultural College 
It was decided by the Stale Conference of the A.D.F.A. held at Renmark io 

ask Federal Council to support the establishment of a horticultural college in 
the S.A. Upper Murray areas. The inspectorial system in packing houses and 
sample fixing were also subjects prominent in a varied agenda. Mr. H. D. 
Howie was elected chairman of the conference. 

Delegates present were. Renmark, Messrs. 
H. D. Howie, E. N. Seary, W. C. Vi/heeler, L. 
Moss, G. H. Eaton, V. A. J. Whallin. Waikerie, 
Messrs. J_ R Jemison, J. B. Murdoch, F. R. 
Francis, J. H. Strangman Kingston, Messrs. 
.J. VVetheral1, R. W. Farley (S. Peterson, visi~ 
tor). Non-irrigated areas, l\Iessrs. R. F. Trott 
(McL<u€n Vale), A.. J. Chapman (Angaston). 
Berri, l\Icssrs. R. Curren, W. H. Chilton, F. H. 
Nixon, C. Plush, A. G. ~'\faddern, A. P. Wishart, 
H. H. Stone. Barmera, Messrs. L. Broster, R 
G~,skell, II. L. POrter, E. D. Sims, C. \V. TilL 
J.Vfoorooli:, Messrs. G. Scott. A. T. Loxton. 

;t\Ir. R N. Seary, introducing the discussion 
on the horticultural college, said tlmt the pro
posal had had its genes:·3 in a conference be~ 
tweer.. the High School Councils of the River 
areas. Evontuc.Jly it was likely to be a fine>: 
tbing for~.the Murray. There was an un~ 
doubted need for young men of these areas to 
have the opportunity to obtain an education 
similar to t11at provided for those following 
:farming pursuits, at Roseworthy Agricultural 
College. 

He understood that a grower had offered to 
make lantl available fue ol char,se, adjacent 
the Berri Experimental Orchard, which appear
to be the logical site for the institution. 

The initial cost might be great, and the pos
sitility of the industry making a grant to the 
undertaking was worthy of consideration. 

FURTHER THAN FEW ENTHUSIASTS 
Mr. C. W. Till, who i;; chairman of the pro~ 

visional committee, said that the proposal had 
now gone beyond a few enthusiasts. He 
enumerated some of the many organisations 
who had expressed their whole-hearted sup~ 
port for the project, included Agricultural 
Bureau and A.D.F.A. branches, show societies, 
R.S.L. and Fathers' Association Sub-branches, 
school committees, district councils, big indus
trial firms and associations. 

The Chief Horticulturist (Mr. A. G. Strick~ 
land) and Dr. Callaghan (principal of Rose~ 
worthy Colege) had expressed themselves as 
decidedly interested in the project. Mr Strick~ 
land had made a suggestion that after the first 
year at Roseworthy the pre.sent course should 
be switched to agricultural and horticultural. 
It was proposed that an anne-xe be establish~ 
ed ·at Berri for young men, who did not wish 
to gi'aduate to a scientific career from their 
studies. This would be "under the wing" of 
Rose worthy. 

Under this scheme the initial outlay may 
not be near the total of £10,000 ·which bad 
been mentioned as a possibility. 

Mr. Till hoped that before Federal Council 
met a stage would have been reached at which 
a deputation from the sponsors would have 
waited ·on the S.A. Minister and Director of 
·Agriculture. 

It was :proposed that the Intermed'iate should 
be the standard for entry to the college. 
· Mr. ScarY ·finally moved, and Mr. Till second~ 
e(l' the following resolution, which was carried 
unanimously: . "That this conference. asks 
F'ederal Council- to support the establishment 
of. a horticultural college in the Upper River 
areas of South Australia. covering all aspects· 
of fruit growing and wine making. ·And that 
the chairman be authorised to invite Mr. 0. 
Weste to attend Federal Council and outline 
th€ proposal.'• 

SArv'!PLE FIXING 

Mr. \Vethera.ll (Kingston) said that his com~ 
pany was very dissatisfied with matters re
garding sample fixing_ He .Claimed that after 
the standards had been fixed at Berri last 
season, "Commerce men" had gone through 
an·d ·picked out certain fruit~ He considered 
the grade fixers should be entirely responsible. 
Several representatives of the bigger packing 
companies, he said, had taken samples as 
originaJiy fixed, .while samples sent to his com~ 
pany where of a higher standard, having been 
1•picked over." 

Mr. Jemison (Waiker1e, who was. one of the 
sample :fixers)-If that happened it should be 
taken up officially. 

Mr. Wetherall-'-My branch thinks we should 
have some contact to have a more uniform 
pack throughout all packing houses. 

Mr. Farley (Kingston) considered that the 

samples received at Kingston were higher than 
thoSe fixed at Berri. 

Mr. Chapman (Angaston) said he bad seen 
local inspectors picking fruit over after sam· 
nles had been fixed. 
- It was decided to recommend that sample 
:fixers be asked to take away samples of fruits 
as fixed. 

INSPECTORIAL SYSTEM 

Mr Maddern (Berri) said that the inspector
ial sYstem had served a good purpose since it 
was introduced, but there seemed a likelihood 
it might get out of control and take control. 
He advocated a revisionary setup to iron out 
weak and overlapping points: There was 
need for co-ordination between packing and 
forwarding to avoid unnecessary "going over" 
after the fruit had been packed. He contend
ed there was not full employment for· some of 
the higher officials who we·re being carried by 
the system. Mr. Maddern· concluded by say~ 
ing that it would be possible to get better effi
ciency without so much officiousness. 

Mr. Curren supported. He referred to Oc-
currences where inspectors stopped the .grad~ 
ers, and "supers'' came in and said everything 
was in order, and grading could continue_ 

INSPECTION COSTS 

:Mr. Till quoted inspection costs for the 
period 1939 to 1945 showing 1942 to be the 
heaviest followed by 1'943, and with 1945 the 
lowest. He told of discussions by the com
bined Dried Fruits Boards, which had resulted 
on inspection costs being put on a :fiat rate for 
the next nine years, of £921. This wa.s much 
less than in the past, some years having been 
as high a.s £ 1,800. 

Mr. Wheeler said that during the past few 
years there had. not been enough co-operation 
between departmental officers and packing" in
terests. He agreed with Mr. Maddern that 
the inspection had become "a bit of a dictator
ship," 
Mr. Sims stated that in the past senior offi
cers of the department had conferred ·With the 
Packers' Association on "any great differ
ences.' This. avenue was stil1 open and any 
matters could be referred 'to tbe association. 

Mr. Howie agreed with what had been said. 
"But," he added, 'I don't know how we are go_ 
irtg to get out of· it." 

NURSERY STOCKS 

Mr. Chapman reported that one grower in 
the Barossa district had planted young apricot 
trees, and 50 per cent. had later been found to 
be affected with a form of gumming. It. was 
necessary for growers to be protected. NurseryM 
!1\en were not in favor of the recommendation 
of the Federal body that nurseries should be 
1·egistered. 

1t was resolved at the instance of Messrs. 
Chapman and Sims 'That the recommendations 
of the AustJ·alian Agricultural Council regard~ 
ing the registration of nurseries be brought be~ 
fore the State Parliament:' 

It was reported that the Government had 
made arrangement for the Berri Experimental 
Orchard to raise the stocks for the greater 
part of Loxton area, in conjunction with two 
other reputable growers. 

PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 
Barmera submitted a resolution, "That it be 

a recommendation to Federal Council that a 
Publicity campaign be planned for the 1947 
season with the object of :increasing Austra~ 
lian consumption to 30,000 tons.'' 

Mr. Till outlined the wartime facto:rs \vhich 
had raised the cOmmmption figure, but added 
that :it was not expected that this would re
maln at the pres~nt_h:igh level. He advocated 
an intense publicity rampaign, and added that 
if necessary an inc:rea~ed levy could be made. 
The resolution was carried. 

FRUiT FOR SAMPLE FIXiNG 

Also on the suggestion o:L. the Barmera 
Branch, l.t was decided to urge .. "growers to de~ 
i:i:ver fruit to the pacldng lli:Juses as soon as 
it was dry, early in t1Je season, to facilitate 
sample fixing. 

Mr. T11l's proposal for the matter of a cost 
Df production price plus a reasonable margin 
Df':profit be referied to Fe·deral.Council ·for disM 
cussion was approved. 

-·----=-=---

CONFERENCE 
Mr. Howie said any such s._cheme would ap"l 

parently haVe to be on a contl-ibutory basis, as 
with wheat. 

SCARCITY OF WIRE 
On the proposal of Mr, Scary the confere~ce 

decided to endeavor to have a more liberal 
allocation of galvi:mised wire made to the in-. 
«Jnstry. 

NEXT CONFERENCE AT BERRI 
Berri was (hosen as the venue of the next 

conference, a~: a similar time in 1947. 

Planting Of Grapes For 

Drying In Australian States 
Retunls issued hy the Commonwealth Bur

eau of Census and Statistics, Canberra, indi~ 
cate the following increases in the acreage 
of productive grapes· for drying purposes, viz., 

Year Victoria West. South New Sth. 
Australia Australia Wales 

Acres Acres Acres Acres 
1935.36 29.65~ 2.467 18.720 3,840 
1944-45 35,189 5,018 20,565 5,377 

These figu·:::es show the following increases 
in the various States, vi.,-

Victoria . . . . . . . . . ..... 
'Arestern Australia 
South Australia . . . ~ 
New Sauth \Vales 

Acres 
5,536 
2,551 
1,845 
1,537 

TOTAL INCREASE . . . .. • . . . . . . . 11,469 

Taking a slightly different ten-year period 
the journal "Californian Fruit News" (16th 
February, 1946), dealing with the "\Vorld s 
Raisin Production" published the following: 

"The Australian grape acrea.ge in 1944 is 
distributed as follows: 34,755 ac::-es in Victoria, 
21,023 acres jn South Australia; 5,376 in New 
South Wales; and 5,205 in ¥lestern Australia_ 
These data may be compared with the 1934 
census of 29,411 acres in Victoria; 18,648 in 
South Australia; 4,063 in New South Wales, 
and 2,329 in \Vestern Australia. Planting of 
new acreage and production of raisins has 
increase-d steadily in the period between \Vorld 
·wars. The end of this tendency· to increase 
both ae:·eage and production is not yet in 
sight. Both growers and Gavernp:1ent officials 
are fully aware Of the serious economic prob~ 
lems being created by this situation and re
commendations and warnings have been made 
to checl{ some of the expansion!' 

On the figures given in the "California Fruit 
1'\ews" the increases in the various States 
for the period from 1934 to 19.44 are: 

Victo~·ia . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . 
w~estern Australia . . . • _ .. , .• ~· ~ ~ 
South AUstralia ......... , _ ..••. 
New South Wales ............. .. 

Acres 
5,344 
2,876 
2.375 
1.313 

--
TOTAL INCREASE 11,908 

NON-BEARING AREAS 
In addition to the above figures, the Com

monwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 
Canberra, has supplied information as to the 
area of Grapes for drying that are at present 
non-bearing_ To obtain a complete picture, 
these additional figures should be read in 
conjunction with thos~.set out above. They 
are as follo·ws: 
Grapes for Drying Non-Bearing Area 1944-45: 

Victoria . . . . ............. (a) 
A~@S 

1,100 
973 
391 
152 

Western· Australia _ .••.• ~ . ~ . . . . 
South Australia .... ,... • • . . . .. 
New South VVales . . . . • . • . . . 

(a) 2.616 

(a) Subject to revision. r ...... ~: ................................................................................ , 
~. DELEGATE:S TO FEDERAL 

COUNCil.. APPOINTED 
:; D~ 

~ ell 
legates to attend' the F<.deral Coun. 

:~f the A.D.F.A. in Me!bo!.\rne, on Octo-
29 were erected at the South Austra~ 
State Conference as for!ows: Messrs. 

W. THI (Barmera), H. T. Loxton 
fOrook-Kfngston), E. N. Seary (Ren· 
'k), R. Curren {Berri), J. R. Jemison) 
~ikerie), R. F. Trott (McLaren Vale), 
f. Chapman (Angaston), Messrs H. D. 
vie and J. B. Murdoch (members of 
Board of Manqement) witl atso at· 

::i ex officio. 
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