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' At thE?,recent meeting of the Board of Management of the 
ADFA the 1\rlatter of prices was again examined when the cost of 
production schedule prepared by the prices sub-committee was 
finalized. 

It was agreed to accept the costs as shown subject to the 
following resolutions which, as addenda, should accompany the 
schequle when it was submitted to the Prices authorities. Since 
the Board meeting it has been announced that Dried Fruits have 
been decontrolled in all States except Queensland. However, the 
matters referred to in the addenda, together with the costs 
schedule, have an important bearing on any investigation into the 
cffairs of the Industry. Reference is made in another page to 
the meeting with Mr. Crawford in this regard. · 

CoST OF PRODUCTION PRICES 
The question of what sum should be allowed 

in any costs schedule for . the wage of the 
grower has been a contentious one in the 
many investigations- that have been carried out 
in primary industries receiving assistance from 
the subsidy schemes. On the one hand it has 
been claimed that a man who is the owner 
working-manager of a business worth £5000 is 
entitled to £15 a week to compensate him for 
the work involved and the responsibility of 
management .•. on the other, departmental 
schedules have provided a rate under the basic 
wage, on the assumption that tlle man on the 
land can grow a lot of his food and -live rent 
free. 

In a highly vulnerabl-e seasonal set-up like 
the Dried, Fruits Industry it is essential that 
proVision -be made for the establishment of 
a reserve fund, as part of a costs schedule, 
that will afford the grower some amelioration 
and stability in bad seasons. The present day 
situation of growers amplifies the contention; 
and in any investigation by the Commonwealth. 
under the. plan to stabilise primary industries 
this aspect will be emphasised. 

As all these investigations are based on aver
ages of- yield and acreage, many anomalies 
arise, to the extent that men on an acreage 
and Yield below the 'average; and yet not 'mar· 
gina!' blocks can be penalised in a general 
survey. It will be noted that this aspe~?t f.s 
discussed -in_ the report of the interview with 
Mr. Crawford. 

The items, in any schedule or investigation, 
that are not contentious, need not be labored. 
Rates, manures .•• and all the definite and 
inescapable charges must be accepted. How· 
ever, the matter of labor costs is one that 
growers should keep an accurate record of. 

The assumption of investigating official-s is 
that every man employed is efficient, to ttie 
effect that SO many men for SO man}r W6eks, 
are needed to take a crop off. There will be 
many views On this aspect. 

These noteS are ·giVen, aS an ·amplification 
of the official minutes, wherein it is stated that 
it was resolved:..:_ 

LIVING ALLOWANCE 
A. strong feeling of· -opinion- eldstS oil ·the 

Board of -Management and throughout the 
Dried Fruits Industry that~ the net .wage. (after 

deductiOn of rent) for a grower· to cover the 
long hours worked and the responsibility in
volved in the management of his property 
should be £11 per week. 

RESERVE AGAINST SEASONAL LOSSES 
As a result of the record crop losses over 

the past five years the industry has been and 
is running through hazardous times, and it is 
considered that the cost of production sche: 
dule should include a reserve fund calculated 
at 2 per cent of capital cost so that gr.owers 
may recover in good- years their losses in poor 
ones. 

HOME MAINTENANCE AREA 
Consideration has been given by the Board 

of Management to the fact that many growers 
are on properties which are too. small to pro
vide a reasonable standard of living and it is 
agreed that adjustment .of their income stand
ards is a problem more for the State Govern
ments concerned to consider than to endeavor 
to adjust the position by increasing prices to 
the consumer. It is to be noted that the con
sensus of opinion on the Board of Management 
if.! that while the average aCreage throughout 
the industry is 18 acres per grower a large 
proportion of growers established under 
soldier settlement do not attain this average, 
their holdings being about 16 acres each. This 
phase of the problem of determining coo;;t of 
production in the industry should be investi
gated by the Bureau of AgricUltural Econo-
mics, so that the interests of growers on small 
areas will be protected. 
Yiei~.-While the cost per ton has been cal

culated on a yield of, 29 cwt. to the acre the 

AN APOLOGY 
The calamitous rains have .meant 

that the Board of Management member 
, ·.responsible for th~. preparation of 'copy' 

for the uNews" .has· had his Share of the 
worry common to all growers. It is not 
easy : to compile · and dissect reports 
under such duress. HenCe the lateness 

.-·_.'of· the .Ma-r:ch. issue. We regret. the 
delay. 

.I 

CTIVITIES 
.figures have n·ot been confirmed due to lack of 
basic records, and the Board of Management 
submits the proposal 'that enquiries. by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics should ·de .. 
termine the actual average yield. 

Investigation ltY Federal Government . ..,.-·J:t 
was agreed that a cost of production schedule 
with addenda ·similar to that to be submitted. 
to the Prices authorities should be forwarded 
to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics for 
their use in investigating the industry. 

Nyah Branchea._:_A request from the- joint 
Nyah ADFA Branches .Executive· seeking a 
meeting of growers to discuss prices at which 
members of the Board of Management and the 
Export Control Board be present with Federal 
and State ParHameutary representatives was 
submitted to the Bo<ird. In view of the satiS
factory result of the meeting of growers in 
Mildura on the lOth February· at which the 
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture and 
the Victorian Prices Minister wei-e present 
and which was regarded as a giant deputation. 
from the industry, the Board felt that, at t-his 
juncture, ncr further good purpose for the in· 
dustry could be served by again asking the 
Ministers to attend a growers' meeting, par· 
ticularly as both Ministers, since the Mildura 
meeting, had taken steps to give effect to their 
assurances given at that meeting. 

The Board indicated that once the 1950 har-
vest had been completed they would be pleased 
to be present at any branch meetings in the 
Nyah-Woorinen and any other areas. 

While the above matter i& of vital conceru 
to growers, the problem of the appreciation 
of the Australian £ is one· th<:l.t can involve 
them in great losses. Each 5 per cent. that 
the £A is appreciated on sterling can mean £2 
a ton less to growers. We set out extracts 
from the Board Minutes, dealing with this 
matter, under the heading of: 

APPRECIATION OF £A 
Concern was expressed at the campaign 

which was being undertaken by certain :nter .. 
ests advocating the appreciation of the AUS· 
tralian £1, for it was realised t:!lat i£ anpre
ciation took place considerable financial hard· 
ship wOuld fall on Dried Fruits growers. The 
Board of Management viewed the campaign so 
seriously it agreed that the ADFA should col· 
la,borate with the Export Control Board in 
undertaking suitable publicity to emphasise the 
necessity for the retention of the existing rate 
of exchange with the United Kingdom paying 
one-half of the expenses involved. The Board 
decided that in addition to the joint publicity 
with the Export Control Board bran~hes 
should be circularised at the appropriate time 
suggesting that resolutions against apprecia· 
tion should be passed and forwarded to their 
parliamentary representatives. Furthermore, 
it was agreed that the views of the industry 
should be brought to the notice of the Federal 
Treasurer. 

It was resolved-
"That agetitS be instructed to purchase 

forward exChange to ensure shipments of 
Vine Fruits· to the· United -Kingdom and 
Canada ex the season 1950 crop in accord-
ance with the shipments- made by the Com• 
monWeialth Dried Fruits- Control Board 
·with the CoritmOnWealtti Bank of A"uStra .. 
fia. -The purchasing forward of exchange 
to ·be· on· the basis of estimated- monthly 

' .aJ;if)Me!nts;- and .. art "adjUstm·e_nt to be .m~do 
by the ADFA betWeen--agentS at_ the' end of 

~~ 
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s.:.asvn- 1950. ·So that the cost of purcha~ 
lt".g forward" -~xchange is_ borne equitably 
s_c.h adjustment to be based on the month
lY rates fixed by the Commonwealth Bank 
ot Australia. 

This resolution follows the policy of the 
Export Control Board which has, from growers 
funds, IB.st year and this, bought forward ex
c:O.ange. It is a machinery measure to .ansure 
that every grower, via -his seller takes his equit
able share of what is really an insurance policy 
in these times of uncertainty on currency ad
:;ustments. The constant pressure on the 
Government to appreciate is known. Just what 
the Government will do is a guess. Mean· 
while it is a sound investment to take JUt an 
insurance policy costing shillings per ton .. 
on exports to Canada and U.K. It is oil ~uch 
matters that the reserves of the Export Con· 
trol Board are being used to assist growers 

PUBLICITY 
Consideration was given to a suggestion 

from MesBrs. Robertson and Mullens Ltd. thai. 
a further e.dition of "Water Into Gold" ::;hould 
be printed, and that the existing text sh<Juld 
be revised without in any way detracting tram 
its readability and interest. Roberts<Jn and 
Mullens Ltd's suggestion was agreed to aEd it 
was decided to obtain the services of a com· 
petent writer to review·-the book so that early 
production of another edition could be under
taken. To keep the retail cost of the book as 
low as possible the Board agreed to forego the 
ADFA's portion of the royalties. 

In another part of this issue is a Report 
of the Industry Publicity Committee that deals 
with the wider aspect of publicity in the Com
monwealth, together with a statement by Mr 
H. D. Howie, OBE, Chairm~n of the ADF A, 
and a member of the Export Control Board, 
who was speaking at a welcome to Sir Charles 
McCann, who has represented South Australia 
in the United Kingdom for some years. 

PROCESSING 
Amongst the many problems associated with 

the processing of the fruit is that of getting 
the grower to deliver his crop in time to en
able the grade fixing to have some stability, 
and foi- the packers to get on with the job of 
:packing and releasing the valuable 'sweats 
Oack into currency. Over the years there has 
been the disinclination bY all growers to face 
tbe uncertainty of what have been called 'ten
r;::,tive grades,' with the result that much fruit 
a::1c. u:oeful 'sweats' have been held on the 
·o ;::~~;;:s until the grade position has been 
c. --:~·,.~ec.. 

--:~:th a view to evolving a more expeditious 
s~·.:;,em- of ·definite grade fixing that would re
move -the contentious 'tentative' grade, a meet
ing of representatives of the industry and offi
cers of the Department of Commerce was held 
at Mildura. In the following report from the 
official minutes of the Board of Management, 
ir is stated:-

i'=IXATION OF FINAL SAMPLES 
A communication from the CommonwE'alth 

Chief .F'ruit Inspet:tor concerning a meeting of 
representatives from the· ADF A, State Dried 
Fruits Board and the Department oi Com· 
merce held in Mildura on the 16th February 
was submitted. The meeting had agreed that 
:fixation of final samples must be carried out 
at the earliest possible date to enable them to 
be sent with expedition to all packing houses in 
the Mildura area and elsewhere for matching 
so as to avoid any hold-up in the normal fiow 
of the industry. The meeting suggested to 
the Board of Management that immediate pub
licity be given to the decision that tentative 
grades were to be eliminated, and that growers 
should be·-requested to deliver fruit to nack
ing houses as early as possible in order that a 
full range of material would be available for 
the production of suitable samples. The com
munication further advised that no fruit 
would be released either for Commonwealtb 
consumption or for export until final grade 
samples were available. 

Other matters .reported in the minutes of the 
Board under "processing" are as follows:

CLEANLINESS OF FRUIT 
Further complaints had been received con· 

cerning the quantity of foreign matter in fruit 
supplied to manufacturers. The Board a~eed 
that the investigation by CSIRO of processing 
methods as recommended .by Federal Councli 
should assist in overcoming these serious com
plaints, and decided that, the progress being 
made by CSIRO should be ascertained. 

Since this matter was dealt with by thf. 
Board of Management the secretary has ad· 
Vised Board members as follows:-

Arising out of the decision by the Board at 
its last meeting 1 have communicated with. 
the -CSIRO to ascertain what progress has 
been made by the sub-committee of that organi
t!Jation which has be~- formed' to- consider the. 
problems associated With PlooceBBing methods 
~ Dried. Fl1ti.U)I _ pac~g·- h~u-~~-. 
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M:r. G. A. Cook, Secretary of c.smo, replies 
as follows:-

.. ln reply "to your letter of the 20th inst~ 'l 
have now made enquiries and find that actuall)l 
quite an amount of- preliminary arrangements 
have been made in Connection with the above 
proposal. Our Engineer , (Mr. Morse), for in
stance has been in touch with Dr. Vickery 
and Mr. Lyon, and is proposing to discuss the
matter yet further with Dr. VickerY during a 
visit he is making to Sydney within a few 
days. 

"Possibly at the time you contacted Mr Or
ton he had not heard from Mr. Lyon -(Mr. Or
ton is not long back from leave), but Mr. 
Morse, too, will contact Mr. Orton almost im
mediately, and I think you can rest assured 
that active enquiries will be made as the pack
ing houses start to receive fruit." 

TECHNICAL REPORT 
A technical report received from Messrs . .J. 

J. Berliner and staff, USA, was tabled for in
spection. It was agreed that anY parts of 
the report which might prove useful to grow
ers should be published in issues of the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits News. 

Reports on this will -be ·published as soon 
as possible. 

HAIL MARKED APRICCTS 
Season 1950.-The Board decided that as a 

quantity of apricots would be bail marked this 
season, particularly in South Australia, a re
quest should be submitted to the South Aus· 
tralian Dried Fruits Board to again permit a 
special grading of hail marked apricots similar 
to the concession granted for season 1949 .. 

SUPPLIES 
The matter of supplies to this, or any in

dustry; is always a problem in the chaotic set
up we are enduring today; when we are im
porting the many basic requirements that are 
in natural abundance in this ('.ountrY- At each 
Board meeting contacts are arranged with a 
v:i.ew to _obtaining for the industry its fair share 
of available essentials to production. It !s a 
constant battle . . . and with disappointing 
results. 

In this regard some extracts from the min
utes are of interest. These state:-

COPPER SULPHATE 
A report received from the Merbein Re

search Station CSIRO concerning supplies of 
copper sulphate was s11bmitted, and it \las 
decided that packing houses be circularised 
about the end of April requesting that they 
then order their requirements from dist!'ibu
tors so that the shortages experienced last 
year would not be repeated. 

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
It was decided that in view of the possible 

short local supply this season which wOuld 
necessitate augmentation by heavy imports, 
packing houses be circularised to the effect 
that orders for sulphate of ammonia should 
be submitted to suppliers immediately seek
ing delivery by August. Furthermore, it was 
agreed that a communication be sent to the 
Minister of C-ommerce requesting that his de
partment arrange for adequate imports. 

PRODUCTION 
To quote the Board minutes on pack 1950 

estimates as at the 17th February;-
Season 1950.-The estimated pack for season 

1950 was considered, and was estimated to be 
8~,600 tons, but the Board considered that in 
VIew of the rains which occurred at the time 
of the meeting this :figure might ·.not be 
reached. The Board expected, however, that 
over the whole crop the loss would not be dis
as~ous, although certain districts might sus
tam heavy losses. 

These estimates have to be made at an 
early stage having regard to releases for the 
local and several overseas markets . well ahead 
as part of a marketing survey. 

Since this estimate was made (in a period 
:when some three inches of rciin fell, we have 
had another five inches. As -one member of 
the Board said: "It is a gues-timate." Such 
has been the unenviable task of the Board tor 
some six years of punishment by the elements. 

On the 16th of February, 1949. the B(Jard 
met at Mildura and estimated 78,000 .. ons
then the rains came and the crop finalisM at 
some 56,000 tOns. 

FINAL ADJUSTMENTS 
Season 1949.-The secretary reported that 

final adjustments for sultanas, curraLts c.nd 
lexias were completed on the 27th January. 3rd 
and 16th February respectively. 

This means that packing houses now have 
the 'green light' to go ahead with final pay
ments to growers on the 1949. crop. How ..,ver. 
these final payments are always subject to 
adjustments on 'distillery' sales. Reports in· 
dicate that the 'finals' will soon be made. 

ADMINISTRATION 
Under this heading we set out the extracts 

from the Board minutes:.....,. 
Gol Gol and District Branch ADFA.-Ad

vice· had been received that a branch consist
ing of growers in the Gol Gol, Buronga, :Oo:::mie 
and Trentham Cliffs area had been formeu on 
13th December, 1949, and that registration 
within the ADFA was sought. It was decided 
to recommend to next F"ederal Council that 
this newly formed branch be registered.· The 
Board agreed to donate £15 to the funds of 
the branch to assist in its establishment. 

Loxton Branch ADFA.-The. Chairman ad
vised that a branch had been formed at Lox· 
ton and when an executive had been elected 
the Associ~tion would be notified. 

LABOR 
Arbitration Court Basic Wage Enquiry.

The evidence prepared by the industry for sub
mission to the Arbitration CoUrt on the £10 
per- week basic wage claim was considered 
by the Board. The general presentation of 

. the evidence was approved subject'" to accept
ance by the employers' barristers. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The British Empire Producers' Organisation. 

-The secretary reported that the ADFA had 
renewed its corporate membership for 1950. 

RULES AND REGULATIOrcS 
Amendments by Federal Counci'l, 1949.-The 

Board were advised that amendments to Rules 
and Regulations made by Federal Council, 1949~ 
had been printed and circulate<! to all those 
on the register. 

It is proper that a note should be made in 
regard to the item 'Arbitration Court Enquiry.' 
The history of this is that the Interstate Ar· 
bitration Committee (formed from industry re
presentatives) requested the ADFA to state 
a case on the economics of the industry in 
support of the committee's case on thE> Basic 
Wage Case. The Board arranged with Mr. 
Curtis, general secretary; to prepare a state-
ment, and it is this evidence .that was exam4 

ined. 
With some minor amendments the 60 odd 

. pages and appendices was accepted as -being 
a very reasonable statement of fact, and it 
was resolved that the appreciation- of the 
Board be extended to Mr. Curtis. 

Further to this, the survey made by Mr. Cur
tis is of such pertinent_ interest that it is 
intended to use much of it for .the edificatibn 
of growers, as_ soon as it cea-ses to be ·'sub 
judice' as evidence to the Court. It is indeed 
a history that must be of interest to both the 
older ... and the new growers particularly. 

RENMARK FR.UITGR.OWER.S' 
CO .. OPER.ATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the C<>-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-. -. -. Dried and Fresh Fruit-,-

TIMBER. HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST ,..,, 
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GROWERS SEEK HIGHER RETURNS 
AT .RECORD MEETING 

Case Stated To .Cabinet Ministers 
In late January and early February two af the largest meetings of 

growers ever held in. the_ Sunraysia a.rea eventuated fqllowing ~~.the serious 
concern of the Industry in the bottle of Prices. The first meeting was at 
Red Cliffs and was convened by the Red Cliffs Branch of the ADFA. 

P1esent at this were more than 600 district growers, together with many 
from other areas in Victoria, South Australia and New South Wales. The 
main (furpose of this meeting was to hear members of the Board of Manage
ment and the IExparl: Control Boord deal with the many points of view and ta 
explain the problems associated with obtaining Increased returns to growers. 
This meeting was followed by an even larger meeting at Mildura to state a 
case to the Minister of Commerce <ind Agriculture (the Hon. John McEwan, 
MHR) and the Hon. Trevor Oldham, MlA. .Victorian Prices Minister and 
Dep!!ty Premier-both of whom had not bee:i able ta attend the earlier meet
ing. This latter meeting was unique in that it was in the form of a depu
tation on the stage of the Town Hall in the presence of an overflow meeting. 
Not one of the growers in the body of the hall spoke, which is a tribute to 
the growers, fallowing an appeal by the Chairman of the District Co .. ncil of 
Mildura areas (Cr. John Henshilwood) who chaired the meeting. 

The two meetings were a sound example of 
the efficient organisation within the ADFA, in 
that the first was in the form of a domestic 
discussion wh~rein some candid queries and 
answers were the order ... out of which came 
a series of resolutions that were the basis of 
the united front before the Ministers at the 
later Mildura one. Indeed the Ministers con
gratulated all concerned on the general effi
ciency of the growers' organisation. 

So much that is of vital interest to growers 
passed at these meetings that any attempt 
a.t condensation of the excellent "Sunraysia 
:Daily" . reports would destroy the general con
text. Therefore, we set out the reports as re
·COrded. Meanwhile, as reported elsewilere in 
this issue, our products have been de-controlled 
and the investigation into industry costs b.as 
commenced. 

In addition. to these aspects, and fol~owmg 
the recent debacle of the rains, investigations 
are being made "by some States along the lines 
of some system of relief. This is in the. '"blue 
print" stage for the while, but it is anticipated 
that some relief will be _available without pre· 
judice to the general case for increased re
turns. We append the details of the two meet
ings.:-

the various State prices authorities. 
this meeting of dried fruits growers 
are emphatic in their request for plice 
decontrol on the Commonwealth market. We 
accordingly request the Board of Management 
of the ADFA to forward this resolution to all 
District Councils of the .ADFA for presenta· 
tion to their respective State Premiers." 

"That the cost schedules should allow for 
the establishment of a reserve for the purpose 
of meeting adverse seasons, and should alsc 
include an amount large enough to recompense 
the grower for his work in managing his 
block." 

-"That this meeting of growers makes an 
emphatic protest against any move by the Com~ 
monwealth to alter the appreciation of the 
Australian pound in relation to sterling." 

CONFIDENCE 
Because it was impossible tor Mr. McEwan 

to be present at last night's meeting, ud in. 
view of a statement by Mr. Winton Turnbull; 

-MHR, that Mr. McEwan would attend any other 
meeting called to discuss ;prices, it was re· 
solved that the District Council of the ADFA 
should .call another meeting of growers .:as 
soon as possible. 

The meeting, which is likely tO be held 
within the next two weeks, will be lleld in 

RED CliffS Mildura Town HaiL 
In view of statements made- during the night, 

·During- the meeting the Board o~. ~anage- a motion that the meeting of growers pass a 
ment of the ADFA was ·strongly cntlcl.Sed by vote of confidence in the Board of Management 
the Mayor" of Mildura. (Cr. A. R. Mansell)· of the ADFA, was put, and carried. 

Cr. Mansell. who sa1d he attended the m~et· First speaker to address the growers was 
ing not as Mayor of Mildura but as ~ dr~ed the chairman of the Board of Management of 
fruit grower, accused the. leaders of the dried the ADFA (Mr. H. D. Howie, OBE), who spoke 
fruit industry of being defeatists. . on export and home prices. 

He said he had come to the conclus10n that He said the Australian home market had 
the leaders of the industry were defeated by given growers their cost of production and a 
California. · · little more. However, this did not offset the 

As an industryr growers. had accepted the losses on some of the o.ther markets. It 
fact that they were beaten becaus.e of what the was important to cultivate the home market, 
leaders had told them. He wanted to know and fncrease it. 
why the Board of Management of the ADFA Mr. Howie said that before the war :s 000 
had allowed· things to get the way they were tons of dried fruits was sold on the horne mar
instead of fighting for markets to compete ket each year. During the war~ when Allied 
".against the muck from California.". troops were stationed here the home market 

The meeting )leld at the Red Cliffs Co-op., figure· increased to _3(t,000 tons. 
and believed to be one of the most largely at· It would have been possible to sell 2·7 ,I 1)(1 

tended ever held at Red Cliffs. passed seven tons last year if the fruit had been available. 
resolutions: They were: . · ·

1 
As it was, 24,00Q tons were sold. 

"That this. meeting requests the Boata. or UK CONTRACT 
Management of the ADFA to al?proach ~e There had been continual attempts to get 
prices aut?-oriti~ for an. inciease m the pnce iD.creased prices Mr. Howie said. He disagreed 
of vine dned frUits sold m the c,ommonwealth With statements that the home market was 
of 2d a lb., and to seek from the Commonwe~th the "Cinderella market" and added that ac
Treasury a subsidy of £15 a ton on all <I:red tually the Commonwea£th market had always 
fr~its of !?-e 1950 crop exported to the Umted been one to return a profit to producers. 
Kingdom. "The dried fruits grower is faced this year 

"INADEQUATE" 
~'That it is the opinion of this meeting that 

present prices received by growers of dried 
fruits are inadequate and do not meet the con· 
tinned rising costs borne by the growers.-" 

with enormous rises in costs," Mr. Howie said. 
"The cost of production in 1949 rose £20 a 

ton in- one hit. This means that the cosc to 
produce the. 1950 crop was £20 higher a ton 
fhan the co'st to produce the· 1949 crop. ' 

Mr. Howie said that in the bulk sales to the 
UK under the five-ye:ar contract, it was impos
sible to receiv:e individual prices for different 
gr8.des o{ fruit~ The same.price had be~n pai.d 
for fruit from one to five. crown. 
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contract price as· a good price-, but twG yeara 
ago~ when the contract was Iila.de, growers did 
not have the costs e;~erienced today. 

Mr. Howie said tlitit with a strengtheuing of 
the dollar market. Australia could get a better; 
price for dried fruit sold to Canada, and- it: 
was possible to get a higher price fo-r 25,000 
tons of the fruit which it was rossible to sell 
to New Zealand. 

PRICE TO NZ 
Mr. Peter Malloch. a member of the Com~ 

monwealth Dried Fruits· Export Control Board, 
also spoke on export markets. 

He said that on Californian prices, Austra.~ 
lia could raise· her price to New Zealand by 
£10 a ton without coming into competition with 
California, and without bringing about the risk 
of a protest from the ,New Zealand Govern~ 
ment to the Australian Government on the 
question of Empire preference. 

Mr. Malloch estimated that increased prices 
possible on the New Zealand and Canadian 
markets would give the industry an increase of 
£4.95,000 on the estimated output. 

This would. mean a £5 16s a ton increase 
"'.overall sweatbox price, to .which could b~ 

added another £5 a ton sweatbox price if an 
increase of 2d a Ib could be gained in .A.us 
tralia. · 

When it came to the British market it would 
not be easy to get £68 a ton. Mr. Malloch said. 
The Export Control Board; in, any case, would 
be very hesitant about breaking the present 
five·year contract. 

He said there were not very bright pros
pects for the Australian dried fruit industry if 
the COnservatives were returned at the British 
elections next month. 

_Leader of the Conservative~?, (Mr. Winston 
Churchill) had been reported to have said that 
if the Conservatives were returlled all bulk 
buying would cease. 

If this ever happened. the industry wculd 
have to b~ prepared to sell at £42 a ton against 
competition. a broken contract, and the Con 
servatives• no-bulk-buying. 

At the conclusion of 114"r· Malloch's address, 
tbe meeting was thrown open for questions 
on export and home markets. 

Mr. F. Gallagher asked Mr. Malloch was it 
not a fact that the UK had given an increase
on the price" of eggs, although a contract had 
been signed. 

Mr. Malloch said·· he did not think there had 
been a contract, but said he was not in a posi· 
tion to fully answer the question. (Later in 
the meeting; Mr. Winton Turnbull said that 
an increase had been allowed, in spite '.>f t::1e 
contract which had been signed). 

Mr. J. Ellison asked Mr. Malloch if he 
thought it possible to obtain a subsidy on dried 
fruit. 

In reply, Mr. Malloch said that to get their 
cost of production, growers woul~ have to re· 
cefve a price iilcrease of 3d a lb ·in Australia.. 
If they could get that, there would be no need 
for a subsidy. If they could not get the price 
increase, then they would have a good chance 
of getting a subsidy. 

In answer to a question by Mr. J. Connelly, 
Mr. Malloch said the price to be received for 
the 1949 crop was £57 a ton. It was poss1ble 
that £63 6s a ion sweatbox: price could be 
received for thiS crop if increases could be 
gained from New Zealand, Canada arid Aus-
tralia. 12> 

·Cr. Mansell then made the statement in 
which he said -leaders of the industry were 
defeatists. .. 

In reply to this~ Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, a 
member of the Board of Management of the 
ADFA, said Cr. Mansell was forgetting that 
in the past five yeai's the industry in Australia 
had been through bad times. 

Fruit was graded_ as one crown an!.'! p~ain 
because of the damage caused by weather. In 
19<17 and 1949, packing houses. were processing 
fruit which would not have been sold beiore 
the war. 

In the past years growers had been told to 
bury such fruit and had been told not to even 
bother taking it to the sheds, Mr. Winterbot· 
tom said. 

"NOT DEFEATIST" 
England had done a fair job in taking poor 

grade fruit which, under the contract, shoUld 
have been three crown. 

"I don't think any member of the Board has 
taken a defeatist attitude in the selling. of 
your pi'oduCts," he said. · 

.. That this meeting desires that the Com· 
monwealth Government and the Dried Fruits 
Export Control Board use every endeavor to 
obtain an increase in export prices which will 
give an adequate return to cover the g:owers• 
full costs of productien, and requests the Ex~ 
pQrt Control Board. to take the necessary aCtion 
w;ith the Minister for·. Commerce __ and Agricu.l·. 
tu.re (Mr. McEwen);'' , , 

"That _in :view of the hardships caused_ by.· 
the del&YB: in reaching decisions o.n priceS, by 

.It. was possible that nego~iations could be 
made .. with the British MinistrY of Food for an 
in~eased. price- fo~ the ~9-51 cr.op, b. ut· it. was. t~ 
impossible to recave an mcrease on the price -
for the. 1950 crop. . . . · . 

Growers:· ginerally accepted ·the· fiv-e--:vear 

Cr. Mansell said -Mr. -__ Winterbottom's reply 
was not the answer required. He said he 
wanted to know frO·m- the leaders of the in .. ,.,:::o 

dustry why they were .not getting to work 
and creating prices better. tban· in the pa·st~ 

Mr. Howie said he resented the statement 
that the growers• leaders were defeatists. TheY·. 
were out t6 get all th.ey ..c.o.uld for .the grower ... 

Mr. F. R. Messenger asked tt· there was aD.F 
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official criticism when the ::five~year contract 
was. sigD.ed. - e - • • 

Mr. Howie said -that growers at two meet· 
ings he .had· attended had voted unanimously 
that they would rather bave the security of a 
contract than the insecurity of free markets. 

He repeated his earlier statement that he 
resented the fact that a man like Cr. Mansell 
should make a statement that the leaders of 
the industry were defeatists. 

Mr. K. Allister asked was it true that in 
England dried fruits_ were under ration and 
could only be allocated under the pqints sys
tem. 

Mr. Howie said the· English people were 
under the points system. They had agreed 
to take a surplus, but Australia had been un
able to meet the surplus. Australia had noth· 
ing to do with the points. 

"FOR 3 YEARS" 
Mr. E. Ruddick asked what woUld happen 

to -the five-year contract if, as Mr. Churchill 
bad said, the Conservatives would discontinue 
bulk buying. 

Mr. Malloch said the contract would stand. 
It had been made through the British Ministry 
of Food and the Treasury, and would stand"'"-; 
for the remaining three years, in spite of Mr. 
Churchill. -

Mr. G. Butler: "The Australian people con
sume 29 to 30 per cent. of our crop, What 
is the board's opinion when it comes to- whe
ther we should ask the Australian people to 
-pay an extra 3d for the fruit?" 

:i\1r. Howie: "I don't know what the rest of 
the board thinks, but I feel that we maY do 
harm to the industry to ask for another 3d. 
a lb." ~ 

Another member of the Board. of Manage
ment, Mr . .T. H. Gordon, said the board would 
have to get thg 3d. extra for growers some
where. q'he main avenue of a rise was in 
.Australia. The industry faced the danger of 
losing sales if it asked 3d extra from the con
smner. 

"It is an experiment that we may have to 
try," Mr. Gordon said, "and on~ of the pro
blems which the bo.ard will have to consider. 

"If, as Cr. Mansell says, we are defeatists; 
it could be said that we were again defeatiSts 
if .we did not ask for 3d more from the con
sumers," he said. 

Speaking on the c·ost of production sche
dules, Mr. Winterbottom said that there Were 
three reasons for rising cbsts. They were: 
Five bad seasons; Australia's rapid inflation; 
and price control, which had lead to shortages -
of supplies 'that were ne-cessary to growers. 
which tended to bring about overseas buying 
at extra cost. 

OWNER~WOf:tKER 
He said that in the industry the grower was 

the worker for 80 per cent .of the work done. 
However, although the Arbitration Court pro
tected the employee, the owner-worker, was 
in the hands .of t;he prices commissionei·s. 

Mr. L. O'Donnell, a member of the Export 
Control Board, said he was satisfied that the 
Board had "squeezed" as much out of exports 
as possible. 

The industry was in a vulnerable spot. It 
was not like the wool or wheat industry, which 
could take a "stand-and-deliver" attitude when 
it came to prices. 

He said: .. "Our produCe is in the semi-lux
ury Class. If we push up the price we ,may .find 
it in the luxury class where the Consume!' 
might decide to do without it." 

Certain figures mentioned at the meeting 
were not allowed to be used by the Press. How
ever, ·after Mr. Malloch had stated that the 
Board had decided that £11, 5s less 25s a week 
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house rent, should be the amount allowed as 
grOwers' _wages in the basis. Ot costs, -M·r_- Bell 
nell asked -hoW this figure ··could be !'eaChed 
when lad porters employed by the R~ilways 
were offered £9 a .week and girl machinists in 
Melbourne were earning up to £3 a day. 

Mr. Winterbottom: That is the crazy way 
Australia is getting. 

MHR's VIEW 
Mr. Winton Turnbull, in his a·ddress, said he 

did not think the industry should ask for_ a 
subsidy except_ as a last resort. Every other 
industry was "plastering the consumer" with 
price increases, and why should not th-e dried 
fruit industry? .. ' 

Cr. C. E. McNally, MLC, told the meeting· 
that the industry should appl-oach tho Com
monwealth for a considerable subsidY. 

He quoted figures which stated that £11~, 
000,000 had been paid by the -Commonwealth: 
in subsidies to primary producer units. 

"It appears to me that we missed a golden 
opportunitY when we did not ask for assist
ance for this industry," he said. 

"Aren't we entitled to this consideration 
which has been given to other primary pro-
ducers?" 1 

The meeting, which began at 8 p.m.'~ con
cluded at 12..5 a.m. Mr. H. B. Davey, 'Chairman 
of the Red CI.iffs branch of the ADFA, was 
chairman of the meeting. 

MII.DURA 
PRICE CONTROL 

Mr. Oldham said anyone who read news· 
papers would know how he felt about price 
control. It was only duplication when the 
Prices ·Branch fixed a price which had already 
been studied -e.nd considered by an organisa
tion like the ADF A. 

He considered that duplication of such con
trols should be abolished. 

Mr. Oldham said he would do his best for 
tlie request for qn increase .of 2d a Ih in the 
price of dried fruit, but made it clear that all 
State Prices l'.'rinisters would have to agree to 
the increase under the present set-up. 

He said he thought he would have a good 
case to put when it was considered that 80 per 
cent of Australia's dried fruit was -produced 
in Victoria, 

"I want to be certain that if ever it beco·mes 
necessary for Victoria to break away from the 
other States as far as price control is con· 
cerned, that the primary producers and their 
representatives will be behind the mov-0," Mr. 
Oldham said. 

He adde·d that he would make a recommen
dation to the Victorian Government to decon 
trol the industry, and would also make im
mediat-e representations to the other -States 
for -an immediate decision, and- not wait for 
another conference of Prices 11inisters, 

Mr. Oldham's address, and that of Mr. Mc
Ewen followed statements by 11 speakt::rs, in
cluding the district's Parliamentary members 
and representatives of the ADFA- and the RSL. 

THE CASE 
First speaker was chairmari of the Eoard of 

Management of the ADFA (Mr. H. D. Howie) 
who said that despite fiVe bad years, !:.he in
dustry had been held- dOwn whi~e other :Udus
tries had received sympathetic consideration 
for subsidies· and price increases for their 
products. 

When the present· five-year contract with 
Britain was signed most growers were happy 
because they wanted security. However, they 
were not to know_ that price increases in 
f:reights, shipping, lab-or and water werB going 
to mike cost:s so "terrifically high." · 

1949 LOSBES 

Mr. Peter Malloch, a .member of- the Com
monwealth Dried FrUits Control Board, said 
that the cause of much of today's trouble in 
the dried fruit industry was the heavy losses 
in 1949. · 

Growers in the -district lost 10,000 tons of 
dried fruit worth £600,000, while the whole of 
the Murray Valley lost 15,000 tons, worth 
£900,000. 

Although this was a loss to growers'· per
sonal income, costs ·against the grower wen( 
on just as usual. Last year represented-a very 
serious setback to producers in the- Valley. 

In the past five· bad seasons the industry had 
lost 37,000 tons of dried fruit, worth £1,850,000. 
or £370,000 a year. 

Growers, unable to build up a reserve, were 
_in what might be termed a. hazardous oC:cupa

. tion, Mr. Malloch said. 
On the other hand, costs had risen sharply. 

·water rates had increa&ed 90 per cent, hessian 
250 per cent, fertiliser 100 per cent, chaff 150 
per cent, dipping materials 100 to 150 par cent, 
diptins 100 per cent., petrol 100 per cent., the 
basic wage 100 per cent _an·d the growers' com
plete labor costs 1'50 per cent. 

S'ince 1939, , direct costs had increased 100 
per cent, and indirect costs, due to loSs of 
production, at least a further 20_ per cent. 

In ;1.939, sultanas had given a sweatbox re
turn to growers of £32 lOs a ton. In 1949 the 
price was £57 lOs. a ton-an increase of £25 
a ton, 

TWO FORCES 

Therefore, said Mr. Malloch, since 1939 there 
had been an increase in income of 80· per cent.9 _ 

against an increase in costs of from 100 to 120 
per cent. 

Growers were being dragged down by two 
forces beyond their control-increasing costs 
and decreasing yields. -

Mr. Malloch said growe!'s were getting- poorer 
and into debt. They had been caught in a 
spiral of costs that was not of their own mak
ing, and Could not control the weather to keep 
the yield on a steady·,plane. 

Price for fruit to the Commonwealth con
sumer in 1939 was nd a lb., and in 1949 10~d 

. a lb. This meant that although the producer's 
costs had risen 100 per cent., the Common
wealth price had increased by only ·4s per 
cent. over the same period. 

Mr. Mallech said that the average consump .. 
tion of dried fruit in Australia was 7lb a head 
a year. An increase of 2d. a lb on the ComM 
monwealth .consumption would cost the average 
family of four a little :inore than ld each week 
and would not affect the cost of living. 

GOODWILL 

"I claim that we must get an increase in this 
price to allow· dried 'fruit growers a decent 
standard of living," Mr. Malloch said:--

Commenting on United Kingdom sales un
der the :five-year contract, Mr. Malloch said 
that some growers had sUggested that the con~ 
tract should be broken. , ,The Control Board, 
however, considered that Australia ·had to 
maintain her contract to maintain her good· 
will. 

The industry wanted a subsidy on UK sales 
for one year only. The five-year contract 
could be .reviewed next year if necessary, he 
said. 

Other speakers included Mr:- .T. Olsson, Mr. 
J. H. Gordon, Mr. A. Rawlings, Mr. L. Cameron, 
Mr. L. B. O'Donnell, Mr. Wiilton Turnbull. 
MHR, Mr. Nat Barclay, MLA, and -·cr. C. E.
McNally, MLC. 
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The Case Against The Appreciation 
Of The- Australian Pound 

the sterling g·roup in no waY ·invalidates this 
principle. _ . · 

I want you to remember ·World prices will 
fall and there is every reason why we sho.uld. 
take long views and not permit a moment of 
great prosperity in some industries to blind 
up to the fact that there is a. future. There 
can be no question that the true interests of 
the Australian people, as a whole, lie. with leav~ 
ing the Australian £1 where it is. The only 
people who could immediately benefit by the 
proposed change are the importers and the 
speculators in money. The 9hange would 
bring profits in the least desirable quarters and 
inflict losses in those industries it is moSt de· 
sirable to encourage. 

There are many contentions on this vexed matter of the 
adjustment of an exchange best suited to Australia. ·The view ·• 
of this Industry, together with most Primory Industries, is to let 
the matter rest for the while, the. position being full of dynamite. 
In this report of a broadcast talk by Sir Wolter Massey-Greene 
many aspects are examined. · 

Many people are urging the iromed_iate ~p
prec-lation of the Australian· £1 to ~anty w1t_J;t 
sterling.· There is more than one s1de to tlns 
qu.estion. The arguments in favor of the c?-ange 
have been very widely expressed. I )VlSh to 
scund a word of warning. 

If this were done ·I believe the losses to !he 
nation would vastly exceed the gains. 

It is true that people whose businesses are 
based upon imported goods would make greater 
profits. It is equally true that those ?eople 
whose businesses involve export- of the1r sur 
plus goods, or who are competing with im· 
ported goods, would make lower profits or ac
tual losses. 

For 20 years the Australian £1 has been at 
a discount of 25 per cent. with sterling. S'o 
many have grown up under this system it is 
n:o wonder what the implications of what is in
volved in the appreciation of the Austra.lian £1 
to parity with sterling are not fully realised. 
It -is not too much to says that the del,)recia· 
tion of the Australian £1 in 1930 saved Austra
lia from national bankruptcy. It had the effect 
of instantly raising the value of all exports in 
Australian money by 25 per cent., and though 
it increased the price of imports -and, very, 
slowly, to some extent the cost of living, the 
gains were infinitely greater than the losses. 
The nett gains to the Australian economy; to 
its primary producers of all sorts; to its de
veloping manufacture and to its employees in 
industry, as the economy of the whole country 
adjusted itself, were very substantial. 

Conversely, if we reverse the process, the 
losses involved will be instantaneoUs; prices of 
all exported primary products would fall 20 per 
-cent.; the cost of iinports would fall; compe
tition with many lines of Australian manu
facture, grown up under the existing system 
would close up many industries and throw 
large numbers of workers out of employment, 
whilst the relatively much smaller gains, which 
tended ultimately to reduce costs, would take 
many months in which to evidence themselves. 
in effect, in qomparison, as wages would not 
fall the gains in the long run would be almost 
negligible. 

There can be no question to anyOne with 
Australia's ultimate advantage at heart, if a 
choice has to 'be made between the interests 
of hte importers and the far- more important 
and numerous body of primary producers, the 
users of Australian resources, the manufac· 
turers in Australia of AustraliaD. goods and, 
still more important, their employees, that the 
weight of public opinion must favor the latter 
groups and not the former. 

It is to the latter classes I wish to say a 
few words. In the first place I want to empha
sise that the fall in the value of exportable 
products, in Australian, pounds, after the ap
preciation- of the Australian £1 would be in
stantaneous. It would happen overnight. It 
would affect equally the wool grower and the 
lamb raiser.; the wheat grower and the cattle 
man; the orchardist and the dried fruit grower; 
the dair~ farmer and the poulterer, aye, even 
the rabb1t trapper. Save to the limited extent 
that any are sheltered by guaranteed prices 
in Australia~ £1's, none would escape. And 
what is true for these producers is true, also, 
for the exporter of timber and all manufac
tured goods; of minerals;- of lead and zinc; 
of silver and the all important dollar earner
gold. 

Let me put a simple question or two to the 
first mentioned category of primary,prodUcers: 

Do you realise that the return you would 
get for your products in Australian £1's would 
fall 20 per cent.? 

Do you kn:ow that your costs in Australian 
£1's would not alter downwards except very 
slowly, and that only to a very limited ex
tent? 

Do you realise that when the present abnor-. 
mal overseas prices fall, as they will ·yoU: will 
still be paid thi13 .20 per. -cent. lower' price in 
Australian £1's on the lower value of ~your_. 
Products? · 

· .. Do you realise that the debts you owe to your 
banker will still be expressed.in the·same.nUm
b~r of pounds, ·but your inc·ome- out ·of which 
you pay .your interest. or seek to reduc.e·-your-
d.ebt will be cut by 20 per cent.? 

What about those sheep and cattle you have 
bought at prices based on present values in 
Australian £1's? They, too, would fall in 
value in like ratio. It might not break you, 
but it would many. The Plight of the returned 
soldiers stafting on the land would be pitiable. 
Their small equities woilld disappear over
night and leave them heavily in debt. 

To the manufacturers of goods they are ex
porting-let me ask a question or two:

Could you continue to develop your export 
business under the new conditions? Do you 
think your costs would fall appreciably? 

Do you believe wages would fall in either 
your own industry or those that supply y6u 
with raw materials, stores or aids to industry? 

Would it not mean the end of your export 
business? A few, a very few, manufacturers 
might be able to carry on at greatly reduced 
profit. The great bulk would have to give up 
exporting to the detriment of Australia as a 
wliole. 

To the Australian manufacturer making 
goods competitively with imports whose in· 
dustries, in many cases, have grown up and 
developed under the existing system, and whose 
protection, where it exists, has been based 
upon it, let me ask:-

How many of you could stand against com
petition at prices 20 per cent. less than the 
prices at which you are selling today? That, 
too, would occur ov.ernight. How many of 
you coul~ keep your doors open? Would it 
not mean' the wholesale dismissal of your em· 
ployees, the ruination of your business? 

How many of you make 20- per cent. on your 
turnover? Do you realise _that is what is in
volved? 

And what about that tremendously important 
and most numerous of all who would be af
fected-your employees? 

Are they in their thousands to be thrown on 
the labor market or the dole? Are their wages 
to be slashed? 

Are the lead and gold miners and other em
ployees in industry, sharing in various ways 
in profits, to suffer '!:Leavy diminution in their 
rewards? 

Do the workers realise these things are in
volved in the appreciation of "the Australian £1, 
whilst any gains must be small and long de
layed? 

A few words on other aspects-the Australian 
£1 is Australia's unit of currency. There is 
no special merit in its parity with sterling if 
it suits Australia to have it at some other 
value, any-more than to bring it to parity with 
Egyptian £1's or Turkish pounds. All are 
called pounds, but all are separate, distinct 
currencies under the sole control of the coun
tries to which they belong. Australia being in 

Since the beginning of World War II the 
internal debts of the Australian Governments, 
apart altogether from their external obliga
tions, have increased from £A 704,000,000 to. 
say, £A2,400,0{10,000. All this money is owed 
in Australian £s at their current value. Wnile 
the Nation's debt would remain the same in 
money terms, an appreciation of the Au::;tralian 
£ would call for a proportionate increase in the 
goods required to meet the yearly charge for 
interest which at present is over 70,000,0'00. 
For all practical purposes the effect on the 
National Economy of raising the Australian £ 
to par with sterling would be the same. ae if 
the debt had been. increased by, say, £400,000,-
000 to £500,000,000 Australian £s. 

Much is being made of the fact that Australia 
has 43m sterling currency in whilt are known 
as London balances. It is, however, over~ 
looked that Australia owes London on its pub~ 
lie loan issues between 400m. and_ 500m. sterl~ 
ing, which as time goes on should be !'epatri
ated. Further, of the current balances, over 
200m must be earmarked to meet orders for 
later delivery placed for plant and equi:P:ment 
for Australia in Britain. Another 120m. or 
so must be regarded as "hot" · .oney, mostly 
sent here in the hope that its return after an 
appreciation of the Australian £ would pay its 
senders rich non-taxable dividends. The free 
residue of 110m., making allowance for the 
high price levels, the uncertain outlook for 
commodity markets·, and the possibility of 
drought, is by no means excessive. 

It is difficult to forecast the full deflationary 
effects of an upward adjustment of the Austra~ 
lian £, but it can be definitely asserted that 
were it to be followed by a break in world 
prices. or a drought, it might bring this country 
face to face with a deeP depression? Is it 
worth running that risk? Until such timP as 
1ts exchange can be freed from all restrictiOn, 
I believe the Australian £ should be left where 
it is. 

M.H.R. WIEI.COMED 
At the invitation of -the ADFA Mr. A R. 

Downer, newly elected Federal member for 
Angas, visited the Tree Fruits Committee meet 
ing in January last. Mr. H. D. Howie (Chair· 
man) welcomed Mr. Downer, expressing plea~ 
sure at his ability to be present, and outlined 
some of the problems which the Tree Fruits 
Committee were encountering in regard to the 
processing and distribution of Tree Fruits, parK 
ticularly the question of prices. 

Mr. Downer, who was later entertained at 
luncheon, expressed pleasure at meeting mem
bers of the ADFA. 

THE MILDURA.CO .. OPERATIVE 
fRUIT CO. lTD. 

,l 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £250,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £210,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers.of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 

Tomato and Worcester Sauces.-

11PADlOCK11 BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.WJ 

Factory: Mildura 

All ClaSS<lS of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Ufe Assurances Effected. 
Growers' Requisites Stocked ot all Branches. . . . - . ' . 
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AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
ASSOCIATION 

All reports, correspondence, etc.~ should be 
addressed- to The -Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Victoria House, 46 Queen 

Street. Melbourne, Victoria. 
Telephones: M.U. 4478. 

"'""""""'"""""''""'''''''' ·'!'''""""""". 
~ All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to E 
g forward items of interest to the industry E 
§ as a whole for publication in the 'News.' § 
i ....... ,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,"'''''""''"'"""""''"'"'"f 

The Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. is 
elected by the Fe'tleral Council of grower re· 
presentatives from the four producing States. 
The personel of the Board is:-

Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E., Chairman, Renmark, 
South Australia; Messrs. P. Malloch and D .. C. 
Winterbottom, Mildura, Victoria; J. H. Gordon, 
Red Cliffs, Victoria; L. B. O'Donnell, Curlwaa, 
N.S.W.; J. R. Jemiso~, Ramco, South Australia; 
A. G. Watt, Greenmount, West Australia; H. 
H. Goodman, Nyah-Worrinen, Victoria. 

The folowlng Agentst Representatives attend 
in an advisory capacity:- Messrs. c. J. Ward 
and H. W. Newton. 

The General Secretary of the Association is: 
Mr. R. B. Curtis, F.F.I.A., A.C.I.S., 46 Queen 

Street, Melbourn~, c.:·~1-· ----------
·- •,~, !"),....,,-! 1950 

THE STABiliTY Of THE 
INDUSTRY 

THE 1949 ..... 50 
By A. V. 1.. YON, M.Ag.Sc. 

In any review of the 1949/50 season·. th'3 
impact of the_ rains and 'poor drying 'weather 
mask other considerations: A coverage Of the 
seasonal ·development is included for record 
The sultana buds were examined in May~ and 
the percentage of fruit buds was so high that 
the potential crop was stated to be high, an 
industry yield that could run into six figures"_ 
(over 100,000 tons). The September sprouting 
confirmed this viewpoint, and there was genM 
eral agreement in the dried fruit industry .that .. 
a record crop was. poSsible. The advent of a 
wet Spring was an earlY reverse, and growers 
found themselves fighting Black _Spot with 
a thoroughness and frequency that had not 
been necessary for a great manY years. 

Later in the season, Down}.'" Mildew made a 
general appearance. Both of these diseases 
were well controlled, with i-ndividual losses not 
calculated to make a big impression on disM 
trict yields, Oidium, th€J disease which often 
"sneaks" in unnoticed, was bad later on cur
rants. The sultanas were relatively J:ree of 
oidium, presumably on account of Spring Bor· 
deaux spraying, often. including wettatle sul
phur which was not applied to the currants. 
The losses from Black Spot occurred in early 
Spring, and after setting there was .little fur
ther development, and an absence of Black 
Spot markings on· t~e grapes. The early at
tack of Black Spot has left a residool effect. 
The canes which will necessarily be used as 
fruiting are pitted, thus -making general infec
tion possible early next Spring (September, 
1950) should the weather be conducive to Black 
Spot development. A second point is that the 
propagation of vines from cuttings is exten~ 
sive at present, to provide soldier settlement 

For some while those appointed to 
speak for growers have been stating that And so it can be stated that some
the Dried Fruits Industry was approach- thing is on the way that may remove 
ing serious difficulties. That its returns that fear built up in the minds of 
were not enough to buffer the ur9iny growers following the _series of bad 
days" . . . that the prices obta1ned years. It is a hc?e, to the extent that 
were not high enough to prov1de that re- one section of the commumty of pnmary 
serve essential to such a vulnerable sea- producers, not Jlon top o_f the~ world''~ 
sonal industry. The request. to the State will enjoy a set up that will ass 1st them 
Prices set up for the full mcrease was to meet the ever-soanng costs that are 
denied last year. It might have been accentuated by the run of bad years. 
political •.. it could have been bo~ed Just how the Commonwealth Stabili
on many ·reasons, but the fact remarns zation Plan will function is not yet 
that it was a serious set back to growers' amplified. From the general statement 
in a series of bad years. by Mr. McEwan in Mildura it could be 

It could have been that the concep- taken that such a Plan would involve the 
tion that the primary industries are "on producer in some form Of contributory 
top of the world" had some bias, to the fund which he would support in good 
extent that this industry suffered. years and be assisted from in the bod 

However, the matter came to a head ones . . . with- the probability of an 
recently when a meeting convened by overall Government support. However, 
the Red Cliffs Branch of the A.D.F.A. as Mr. McEwan stated in effect, the 
made some drastic resolutions that ore matter was in 11 Biue Print11 stage as to 
reported in this issue. This was followed implementation, but it was the policy of 
by o meeting at Milduro that was at- the Government to attempt to have the 
tended by the Minister of Commerce man on the land on the some standards 
and Agriculture and the Victorian Prices of living as the rest of the community. 
Minister, also reported in this issue. The crux of the matter is that fhe 

Both the Hon. John McEwan, M.H.R., Dried Fruits Industry is not one that is 
and the Hon. Trevor_ Oldham, M.L.A., able to dictate its prices with any degree 
were satisfied that the Dried Fruits In- of success in its local and overseas mor
dustry was not one of those primary kets. It is one that con be caught up in 
industries "on top of the world", and the "top of the world" complex that the 
each promised to do something. Mr. man in the street has in regard to Aus
Oidham promised to support the release tralian primary industries. A complex 
of the A.D. F.A. from price control. This that spreads to the Unions, with the re
hos been done, and the Association has suit that higher and higher rates of pay 
toll!en a price rise of £18/13/4. on ore being -gained for rural workers. 
27,000 tons for Australian sales. This Rates that this Industry cannot hope to 
will not get the full cost of production compete with, with the result that it loses 
required unless a subsidy on export to its chance in the fierce competition for 
the United Kingdom on an estimated good workers. Added to this is the de-
25,000 tons con be obtained from the velopment of on unbalanced economy in 
Commonwealth Government. this country whereby the secondary in-

In this regard Mr. McEwan promised dusfries con offorc! to outbid many rural 
support, but stated that it must be sub- industries in the search for lobar . . • 
ject to on investigation by the Bureau of unfortunately the economy allows the 
Agricultural Economics. He also stated luxury industries to provide the highest 
that it was the policy of the Government wages, while the essential rural and 
to investigate all primary industries with basic industries suffer. 
a view to establishing o guaranteed cost Th_e Commonwealth Pion is a ray of 
of production. _ sunshine in these rainy days when 

Since. the Director of the Bureau (Mr. growers hove not seen much sun during 
J. G .. Crawford) has been ot Milduro for the harvesting of their fruit. It is a hope 
a pre.fiminary talk on the orocedure for that it will again put the "Sun" into 
the investigation. Details ot.this ore . Sunr.oysia .areas and others along the 
recorded in this issue. _River Murray. ...-........ ._ 

V.INE SEASON 
8.nd other expansion. It is important that, to 
the- __ greatest. _extent possible;·the cuttings be 
taken from vineyards free from Black Spot. In 
general: it will be found that the more recently 
planted vineyards will provide the cleanest 
material. 

The season was marked by cool weather, 
resulting in delayed development, until about 
Christmas time; then came a particularly fav4 

orable January which made up some of the 
"lag." The nett result was that up to Febru· 
::iry rains, the possible industry yield of over 
100,000 tons was still in sight, and _with few 
exceptions growers were of the opinion that 
their vines were carrying the heaviest crop 
that theY had seen for years. Many growers 
assert that the potential crop was the heaviest 
tbe"Y had ever seen. 

THE DRYING SEASON-1950 
All concerned agree that the drying season 

of 1950 is the worst on record, and this vieW· 
point is supported by meteorological records. 
The average of nine different rain gauges in 
Mildura district works out at 408 points for 
February and 401 points for Mareh. over eight 
inches for the two months. 

Rainfall as heavy as this for February and 
March is not represented in any local records. 
During the last 40 years, there are six years 
in which the rainfall for the first quarter 
(January, February and March) ranged be
tWeen five and six inches. 

Our records show six wet days (totalling 
about one and a half inches), from 2nd to 7th 
of Feflruary inclusive. After a fine break last
ing a week, there was another. spell of three 
days' rain, totalling about two and a half in~ 
ches. The only bright spot in the season was 
a run of 26 :fine days, 19th Febru~ry to 16th 
March inclusive. Then a week's rain, com~ 
rnencing with over two inches- on 17th Iviarch. 
came when the grapes were wastin.e: and sen· 
sitive to damage. This mid-March rain clouded 
all the brightening prospects, and growers havcl 
had a verY troublesome time ever since. 'The 
fate of grapes now fermenting on th8 vinM 
and on the racks is not fuiiy disclosed. Th.e 
losses· are verY heavy, and will not be known 
until the April ·and MaY. weather is known. 
There is now the hope that the future weather 
will permit the grapes to be "cured," a rathel" 
nebulous term signifying that the J:ruit is suffi
ciently dry to hold in sweat-boxes without 
wastage, while awaiting dehydration to make 
it fit for packing. 

Heavy losses from rot must be expected, ac4 

ce.ntuated :in many cases by the practice oi 
filling racks from the bottom tier upwards. 
Falling berries are thus collected on .the lower 
tiers, and the massing of berries is conducive 
to mould. 

There is universal oo::perience that when 
heavy rain falls on ripe or nearMripe grapes, 
damage will resUlt, in- the form of cracked ber· 
ries which provide the condition for an infes· 
tation of saprophytic and . semi-parasitic 
moulds; and as wastage continues, ferment of 
grapes is also featured. Damage is less in 
early stages 9f maturity, while grilpes are still 
distinctly acid. 

Vineyard losses, in years such as 1950, can 
be given in the following categories. 

1. Mould in the .vineyard. 
2. Ferment in the vineyard. 
3. Falling berries at H:irvest. 
4. Interruption of sugaring _by unsuitable 

weather conditions, and for portion of the 
grapes cessation of sugaring by ·damage 

. (splitting). 
6. Mould on the racks. 
6. Ferment on the racks. 
7. Depreciation of quality. 
8.' Additional expense in harvestino- and 

drying. e 

Under present practices, losses :from :five of 
these eight factors are· wholly uncontrolled. In 
reference to the other three factors, moulds 
on racked fruit can _be checked by sulphuring 
and fungididal sprays; falling berries in 30me 
cases and in some seasons4 can be--collected and 
a value realised, and ferment .. can be decreased 
by wise spreading and subsequent -manipula· 
tion. In the overall view, every wet season 
is thus a season of heavy losses. The ch:dlenge 
to the scientist is to endeavor to break new 
ground, to alleviate more than .three of the 
eight adverse factors operating . 

. Possibilities are to obtain a substance as a 
VIneyard spray to minimise mould in the vine· 
yards, a hormone spray to decrease fall _of 
berries. an(!_ some control Of. ferment. Uni .. 
versal advancement ilj._plant-physiology, in the 
study of. hormones, and the rapidly increasing 
range -of spray sP:ectllcs ._.Iitay, in time, reveal .. 
useful measures, a~ .the,re is relevant work 
progre~~g -~n _ai~. ptu;s_ ot. the_ wo:fl4._ we· are 
alsC! · ~ti:UOO: ·t.~ -~pe~~ ~--_:returp., ot.the weather 
'o/h"'!i makes· the Jjrollucti~n. ot dried ~nos 
JOSSlb~'' . . . ' ' ' . · o·-~ 
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COMMONWEAlTH BUREAU TO I 
EXAMINE lNQUSTRY COSTS - _,,~ ,_,,_ 

Director Confers With 
' ' 

Growers' 
Representative 

A meeting that has an important bearing on the affairs of 
growers was held at Mildura recenriy when the Director of t!1e 
Bureau of Agl!icultural Economics (Mr. J. G. Crawford) and his 
officers discussed the matter of procedure for an investigation 
into the cost of production and returns regarding the industry. 

This investigation follows a promise by the Minister of Com
merce Cimd Agriculture (Hen. John McEwan, M.H.R.) at a mass 
meeting of growers in Mildura recently. A report of this is set 
out in this issue. it also. is related to the intention by the Com
monwealth Government to set up guaranteed cost of prodwu:tion 
for primary indMstries. As will be appreciated there are many 
problems associated with such an investigation, and the gesture 
by Mr. Crawford of having a preliminary discussion is so1.111d. 

_ For the information of aU concerned we set 
out a resume of the discussion based on a re
port by the General Secretary of the ADFA 
(Mr. R. B. Curtis). 

Representatives! 
Mr. H. D. Howie, OBE (Chairman), anc. 

Messrs. R. M. Simes (Barmera), J. McKay 
(Berri), E. N. Seary (Renmark), D. C. Winter· 
bottoL"l (Mildura), C. J. Ward (Melbourne), L 
B. O'DD:'lnell (Curlwaa), S. G. Cutler (Mildura). 
L. G. Caineron (Merbein), P. Malloch (Mil~ 
dura), J. W. Bailey (Dareton), .J. R. Gordon 
(Irymple), E. J. Casey (Merbein), H. H. Good
man (Woorinen), A. S. P. Basey (Woorinen), 
s. R. Mansell (Mildura), H. V. Davey (Red 
Cliffs), A. Rawlings (Merbein), J. Henshilwood 
and W. W. Roach_ (President and Secretary 
resp-ectively of Miidura District Council), and 
the General Secretary, ADFA, for the industry: 
Messrs. J. G. Crawford, A. Maiden ;;.md L. 
White for the Bureau. 

An apology was received from Mr. J. H. Gor
don (Red Cliffs) who wa~ ill. 

DISCUSSION 
The Chairman, in introducing Mr. Crawfora 

and his assistant officers to those present said 
tbat the meeting ha!} Qeen called at the request 

BUSINESS 

Mr. Crawford indicated that he proposed to 
discuss with the meetin;; the following items; 

(a) The method which the enquiry would fol
low in its investigations. 

(b) The policy of r;ro~·ers in submitting 
certain matters for particular investiga
tion by the Bureau, particularly the 
question of Yield. 

(c) To review the possible forms of .:Jnan
cial assistance to growers. 

(d) Horne mainte:.tance areas bearing in 
mind Possible differences in particular 
regions or districts. 

Mr. Crawford, after discussing the -terms of 
reference with the meeting, felt that they were 
sufficiently embracing to cover all the ground 
he wished to examine. 

HOME MAINTENANCE AREAS 

.ln regard to home maintenance areas th12 
Chairman thought that term of reference (iv) 

might have been -more a S'tate than a Fed 
eral matterw He understood that allotmente 
after the second World· War- were greater than 
the acreages provided after the first war Mr 
Crawford pointed out taat the Commonwealth 
Government was responsible for soldier settle
ment, that they could agree or disagree to the 
size of farms to be. established by State Gov 
ernments, but that on~y related to those within 
the soldier settlement scheme. The Common· 
wealth had no power to make any alteration& 
to the home maintenance areas of old settlers 
outside soldier setth:~ment schenleS. There 
was nothing to stop the BU:feau in any case 
from undertaking the field work- in regard to 
term of reference (iv) and it would seem that 
the Bureau's validity to accept the term of ref· 
erence was emphasised by the fact that Com· 
monwealth financial assistance is potentially 
involved and that, therefore, the Common· 
wealth is an interested party. 

Mr. Malloch said that the present problem 
was to ascertain a '.!ost of production .figure 
and to make a subsidy claim on the Common 
wealth Government. As Commonwealth fin· 
ance would be involved it would seem, that 
the fourth term of reference was a Common· 
wealth matter. 

Whilst an average of 18 acres had been 
taken for ADF A cost of production purposes 
Mr. Malloch wished "".:.o point out that the State 
Government had provided settlement areas 
averaging 15 acres, and quite a number of 
settlers were on blocks of this_ size. If~ there
fore, 18 acres was· taken- as the average, then 
those on a 15-acre holding were handicapped 
and their income was affected. The point was 
what should be taken as the average area for 
cost of- production purposes? Should it be 
18 acres, 15 acres or ~ .n intermediate aree.? 
The area on which cost of production was to 
be calculated was a very vital factor. There
fore the home maintenance area could not be 
entirely eliminated from the enquiry. 

Mr. Crawford: The BuNau ·would necessar· 
nY have to enquire into home maintenance 
areas to ascertain the characteristic sizes, and 
would have to incorporate in the report the 
relationship between the various sizes of block 
holdings; therefore all sizes of blocks would 
have to be included in his calculations. 

Mr. Rawlings mentioned that 14-acre areas 
predominated -at Merbein. He considered that 
some 70 per cent. of returned soldiers were 
on less than 18 acres. 
Mr. Crawford asked whether Mr. Rawlings 

of Mr. Crawford to discuss the method of in· 
vestigating the costs of production of the in
dustry and other matters which related thereto, 
and he hoped that Mr. Crawford would be 
able to give some indication of the lines ·on 
which he intended to investigate. · 

"WARATAH'~ 
Mr. Crawford in his preliminary remarks 

$aid that he appreciated the willingness ot 
those present to come out at night after a haid 
day's work of harvesting. That was indeed 
a sacrifice, and he appreciated it, particularly 
as he wished to clarify some points of his 
investigation. He could only darify these 
points by ascertaining exactly what was in 
the minds of growers, and the policy which 
guided growers, both in the ADFA and in the 
Export Control Board, to seek the. investiga
tion. Mr. Crawford wanted the opportunity 
of talking quite freely with those prese~t and 
'to get the growers' ideas more than to impart 
his own, but he emphasised that in the· sur. 
vey which his Bureau intended to undertake 
both he and his officers would have a perfectly 
open mind on all matters which came before 
them. Mr. Crawford continued by informing 
the meeting that the Bureau was al;l indepen· 
dent organisation and was not subject to 
political control. His function, therefore, was 
to undertake a survey without any political 
interference whatsoever, and that he would 
:finally submit a report on his survey to make 
decisions. That was a matter for the Minister 
when he had received the Bureau's report. The 
extent and scope of :hE' survey would depend 
greatly on the frank and friendly co-dperation 
of growers. · 

TERMS OF REFEREf:CE 
Mr. Crawford said that his terms of refer

ence were as follows:-
(i) To ascertain (;}le cost of pro,duction of 

Dried Vine Fruits. · 
_(ii) To obtain data to establish tl:tJl. magni

tude of seasonal losses and/or their 
reasonable probability. . ... 

(iii) A request fOr financlal. ,assistance 

FENCING PRODUCTS 
THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire nelling, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are still maintaining 

maximum production for essential purposes, but it is still neces-: 

sary to restrict wire supplies. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" Wire 

j 
I 

products and their 

customers may be assured that when normal times return, full 

supplies wil! again be made available, and in the meantime it 

will be realised that any inconvenience caused by the present 

curtailment of supplies is sustained in a good cause. ..l 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

;'i 
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supported the_ fourth_ term of reference and 
Mr. Rawlings said he did', which was su))~ 

ported by Mr. ·navey. 
Mr. Crawford stated that Red Cliffs. had 

been cited as a shining example of the eco· 
nomic value of small h-oldings. Was that 
true? 

Mr. Davey said that he disagreed with that. 
although in his own case his block w:aS better 
than others. 

Mr. Crawford stated that obviously in hom~ 
maintenance areas- there was a dividing line 
where the economic return to the producer 
failed. He continued hy ..:.siting the meeting 
how many farms should be used. He felt 
personally that at least 200 blocks should be 
visited. He was not satisfied with the pre· 
sent information available regar<:ing the num· 
ber of irrigable and planted holdings and asked 
the meeting whether they Were available from 
some authentic basic records. If they wt:-e 
not available could they be obtained simply 
by direct approach to growers? Apart from 
the 200 direct investigations it was proposed 
to obtain certain salient facts from all grow· 
ers by mail enquiry. 

In reply to Mr. Crawford's enquiry as to 
where he could get his basic information from 
he was told that the State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission in Merbein and Red Cliffs, 
the First Mildura Irrigation Trust, the Water 
Conservation and Irrigation Commission at 
Curlwaa, the State Rivers. and Waters Comrois· 
sion at Nyah/Woorinen, the Renmark Irriga
tion Trust and the South Australian Dep·art
ment of Agriculture v·ould be able to provide 
the information he sought in regard to in 
dividual block holders. In regard to obtain· 
ing the salient facts through the mail the meet
ing said that he would have t:,..eir full support 
to ensure that growers provided the informa
tion, 

Mr. Mansell said that yields would also be 
involved in addition to the size of home main
tenance areas, and to this Mr. Crawford said 
that he hoped that he would be able to obtain 
information regarding yields from packing 
houses and packing house representatives at 
the meeting assured him that l:e would. 

RANDOM INTERVIEWS 

Mr. Crawford said that gr.owers would be 
selected at random for specific investigation 
and that they would be selected as represen
tative of the whole industry, but it was nec
essary to obtain certain information from an 
growers to provide an industry average whic~l 
could be compared with the sample average ob
tained from the specified nuiD.ber of growers. 

Mr. Simes stated that information from non
irrigated areas could be obtained- from the 
Government statist, Although the informa
tion was published only once every five years· 
it was compiled annually by the Statist. 

Mr. Crawford asked ·when did the meeting 
think the Bureau could start to investigate'? He 
did not want to interfere with harvesting ope. s.
tions or to burden growers with questions and 
interfere with their work. The meeting agreed 
that the Bureau could work on the following 
timetable for· detailed investigation in various 
districts. -

Nyah/Woorinen-end of April. 
Sunraysia-beginning of April. 
South Australia-end of. ApriL 
Western Australia-no date given as the 

Bureau had not yet decided whether to ex: 
\tend its investigations to that State. 

MATTERS FOR SURVEY 

Mr. Crawford said that ~he time of the sur
vey had a bearing on what they would have to 
survey. He felt that the initial surveys would 
have to cover the following matters:-

What was a reasonable average yield per 
acre? 

What were present-day costs? 
If the Bureau wished to ascertain costs on 

an exceptional yield then it would be neces
sary to superimpose a special study of this 
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aspect on to the normal averfll.ge _yield inves-
tigat,ion. , ., 

Mr. McKay asked what ptriod would be 
taken to establish the average yield. 

Mr. Crawford replied that i': _,>ould not b~ 
less than five years nor more than 10 years. 
A great deal would depend on the line of 
reasoning. adopted. If, for instance, the last: 
five years were, taken as a baois to establish 
the average yield then in the eYent of future 
seasonal losses supplementary aid would not 
be provil!e1i for the average yield would have 
taken info account the seasona;l losses, but if 
the average yield is- brought in on a fair basis · 
of good and bad seasons then in the event of . 
a particular season being bad supplem8ntary 
aid could be sought. If bad years _were de
leted from the calculations nsed to obtain 
the normal average then cons:ideration could 
be given for Supplementary aid in a bad year. 

Mr. Malloch asked would the last five years 
be taken as an average, to which Mr. Craw
ford replied that at present he could not say 
He had still to establish his basis but he 
would say that whatever he determined as his 
basis the information would not be withheld 
from growers, and he would be perfectly will
ing to fully discuss matters with them in the 
progress of his survey. ' 

Mr. Malloch said that the yields used in tha 
recent cost of production schedule wer~ 
mainly based on Sunraysia, and he felt that 
it would be necessary to ascertain the yield::; 
in Nyah/Woorinen district and in the river 
and non-irrigated areas of South Australia. 
for these could well :t.ave an effect on the 
average yield. 

Mr. Crawford replied that no region would 
obtain more thari its fair share )f the average. 
The Bureau's interest in the survey was Com
monwealth wide; it was not related particu· 
larly to States or districts, and this applied 
also to prices. 

Mr. Simes remarked that the Dried :G'ruits 
Industry had always adopted a Commonwealth 
rather than a State or District basis for its 
cost of production -calculations. 

Mr. Crawford asked whether he could send 
investigators to some picked growers to test 
out the questions they want answered. He 
referred to this as· a "pilot survey." He said 
that he would like to get current season's costs 
if possible, but if there would be delay in ob~ 
taining them he was prepared to establish 
the costs of last year and thrn relate them 
to· the present season's costs of production. 
The meeting thought that it would be possibl{' 
to obtain current season's costs now. 

Mr. Rawlings drew attention to the fact 
that current season's costs would not alto
gether he indicative of an average year. If 
the Bureau based its cost::: on actual purchases 
then that would not necessarily mean tbat the 
year of selection was an average year, to 
which Mr. Crawford replied that the iuvesti· 
gators wou_!..:-1 satisfy themselves as to whether 
the purchases made were normal. He would 
prefer that this aspect of the surv"ey should go 
back over several years, and he would ask 
growers to provide as many years as possible 
so as to allow for wide fluctuations in actual 
purchases. 

Mr. l\'Ialloch said that it would be ·very use· 
ful if the 1949/50 cost of production could be 
established for it would _give excellent back
ing to his negotiations with the United King 
dom Ministry of Food on the question of prica 
whe·n representatives of the Export Control 
Board visit England in September. 

Mr. Crawford said that he would be pleased 
to give the Export Control Board prior advice 
of what the 1949/50 cost of production would 
amount to if his survey was not completed by 
July. He further added that no grower would 
be asked to personally :fill in any scheduie. The 
Bureau would do this through the :fie,ld team. 

The Bureau WoUld want _to look at income 
tax returns. The information obta. ined from 1· 
those·' returns would be _confidential and no 
names would be given to anybody. Each 
grower would be asked to give written .au-

._ thority to. the Bureau to permit access to con. 
fidential records which -were not .in -the _phy. 

-sica! possession of the grower. 
The diversion to wineries would have to ·be 

investigated. The. effect of diversion had a 
-bearing on the position of growers. If ~he ef~ 
'feet of diversion to growers could not be ob· 
: tained from them he would like the wineries 
to supply- the information. 

Mr. Simes asked what effect could diversion 
have on the cost of production of Dried Vine 
Fruits, to which Mr. Crawford replied that 
diversion was a sideline income and must 
therefore be brought into account. 

Mr. Malloch said that if diversion was in
cluded in the survey then a large proportion 
of the growers in tlie industry would be ad
versely affected, but Mr. Crawford said that 
this would not necessarily be the case as the 
proportion of diversion to the total proC.uction 
of Dried Fruits would remain in its true as
pect. 

He asked whether the meeting would pro
vide him with the names of represen:atives 
with whom he could discuss various aspects 
of his survey, and the meeting in giving these. 
names also gave an unqualified asSuranCe that 
e,·ery assistance would be provided. 

Area. Representative. 
Nyah/Woorinen-Mr. A. S'. P. Basey, 
Sunraysia-Messrs. Winterbottom, Malloch, 

McKinnon and J. H. Gorilon. 
Renmark-Messrs. Howie and Seary. 
Berri-Mr. J. McKay. 
Bannera-Mr. R. M. Simes. 
Head Office--The General Secretary. 
Distribution problems-Mr. C. J. Ward. 
The Chairman said that he would like b 

add to the above list the Government experi
ment farm in Berri, South Australia, where 
very careful irivestigations of costs of field 
operations had been made on the basis of what 
v;. as regarded as good horticultural practice. 
He suggested that the Bureau's officers ap· 
proach Mr. Halliday, the Officer-in-charge. 

Mr. L. B. O'Donnell said that mixed blocks 
had not experienced the same financial em4 

barrassment as full dried fruits blocks. Driet'l. 
fruits growers had suffered full disabilities 
whereas growers holding mixed blocks 
had been able to cushion the 
losses of dried vine fruits by reasonable in
comes from other forms of produce; such as 
citrus. He, tberefqre, sugg·ested elimination 
of all mixed blocks "'from the Bureau's survey. 

QUEST ION OF COSTS BASIS 
Mr. Crawford appreciated this suggestion 

but it was difficult to tell·- where a margin 
should b.e selected. If a· block showed income 
from more than one source it was generally 
left out of the Bureau's calculations, and he 
felt that the full dried fruits grower would 
be the .easiest and most accurate means of 
obtaining his information. He asked whether 
the majority of drying grapes' growers got 
their major income from dried fruits, and 
the meeting said that about 90 per cent did 
so. Mr. Crawford said that if it were found 
that 90 per cent. obtained their major income 
from dried fruits then mixed blocks would be 
eliminated, but if it was found on survey that 
only 50 per cent. got their major income from 
dried fruits, then he would have to consider 
the :Q.ecessity of including mixed blocks in his 
survey. 

He referred to certain cost elero.ents in the 
cost of production schedule which he had re-
ceived from the ADF A, and he- considered that 
these were based on judgment rather than on 
fact. For example, there was interest on 
capital, the value of growers' wages and the 
rent of a grower's house. These were not 
cash items and he, therefore, walited to know 
the basis and the reasoning put forward by 
growers. to substantiate these costs. What 
were the reasons for the suggestion that £11 
per week should be paid to cover growers• 
wages and management, and why was a cer4 

tain percentage- rate of interest on capital 
selected? Incidentally, he mentioned that 

VICTORIA IN.SURANCE 
COMPANY liMITED 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

100 YEARS OF SERVICE 
FIRE, ACCIDENT,. MOTOR CAR, L1VE5-.Qc;K, 

,WORKER'S COMP.ENSATION,CROP. (FIRE.AND HAIL). 

.... _. ...... 44-46 QUEEN ST., MELBOURNE • IE. A. STANNER. MANAGER. PHONE Mu 7001 
·'.l 
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these claims were far ,higher .than in other 
primary industries. 

Mr. Davey said that the reason -for seeking 
the specific cost elements -was that withou-t 
tllem the return to the _grower was not suffi· 
cient for his old age, and that .it was neces· 
sary that some value should be added to the 
actual cos_ts of production to allow the grower 
to save something for his retirement. 

Mr. Crawford asked were -growers' wages 
broken up into- ~ 
· (i) The ·value of his actual labor, and 

(ii) value of management? 
to which the meeting Said. that that was the 
case. 

Mr. Cameron s<iid that it. would not be pos
sible to replace growers' labor at the wage 
-rate asked for. 

Mr. Davey said thaJ he would like the 
Bureau's officers to gO and see t\_e pickers 
v;orking during --harvesting, and he would find 
that in many cases a wife and faniily were 
also working in order· to get the harvest in. 
The meeting said that there was no objection 
to a few field officers roaming around the 
blocks during harvestirig to obtain a back· 
ground of the industry ana to familiaris_e them-. 

·selves before the detailed investigations toolt 
place. 

Mr. O'Donnell said that the grOwer, in addi~ 
tion to the value of his own labor, had many 
managerial 9-i:fficulties. There was the worry 
of obtaining labor and, the worry of keeping i-t 
working and the worry of the weather and the 
worry of the poor quality labor which was ob
tained inefficient labor resulted in increased 
dehydration costs. Mr. Crawford asked would 
the Ew:eau get sympathetic support in regard 
to working back the F. and B. price obtained 
to-the price paid to_the grower, and the meet
ing assured him that<the would; 

Mr. Crawford asked what the reason was for 
a rise in the local price to which he was in· 
formed that it was the .. policy to bring Como 
monwealth prices niore in line with growers' 
costs of production. Secondly, Mr. Crawford 
asked whether the projected rise in Common· 
;:•,;ealth price would not preclude or modify the 
subsidy sought from -the Federal Government 
and in reply Mr. Malloch surveyed the returns 
from aU" markets and as this was- of a some
·what detailed nature he promised to confirm 
it by letter to the Bureau. In regard to diver
sion Mr. Malloch felt that price was not now 
the vital factor but that the availability of 
l~tbor was. Other members felt that the fact 
that growers did not have a firm price before 
them for dried fruits at the beginning of th0 
season was inclined to sway marginal opin
ions, but the meeting generally agreed that 
diversion was the speedier method of har-vest
ing. 

Mr.· Howie r~marked that·'the only way to 
prove prices of dried fruits was to be able to 
give it to the grower. 

ASPECTS OF STABILISATION 

JHr. Malloch surveyed the_ pOsition of the 
subSidies being given bynthe USA to the ·united 
Kingdom to buy dried fruits. which amounted 
to £30 per tQn, and remarked that all the 
dried fruits indUstry in Australia wlls now 
seeking from the Federal Government Was a 
subsidy of just one·half of that amount. 

Mr. Crawford referred to insurance schemes 
and said that if the price at which dried ·fruits 
were sold included a sum year ili year out to 
cover seaSonal losses then the grower ~ust 
look after himself when a year of loss oc
curred. If, however, a sum is taken from th6 
price payable to' growers equivilent to a sea· 
sonal gain value and placed in a stabilisation 
fund then it could be used to be paid out in 
a ·year of loss. The point was when would a 
pay·out take place and what would be the loss? 
He felt that the administration Onus would be 
very heavy indeed to decide these two 'diffi
cult points. He, therefore, :isked if a subsidy 
or bounty is paid by the Federal Government 
as requested by growers was it to be paid 
year in year out, and if it was would it go 

(a) to the grower direct who must then 
stand- his own seasonal losses, or 

(b) to a fund. 
Which method had (he industry in mind when 
it put its proposal to the Minister of Com· 
merce at the Mildura meeting in February? 

Mr. Malloch mentioned that the &pprecia~ 
tion of the £1 would mean a loss of £600,000 
to the grower should the Government bring 
the parity between the Australian £1 and the 
English £1. The result of this would be that 
a higher., Commonwealth market price woUid 
have to. be obtained to compensate· a--'gTower 
for his loss in overseas income, or altern a·~ 
tively the Government would have to gliaran~ 
tee a cost of produCtion price. -

Mr. Crawford said ihat he would, in all _pro
bability, be askirig the industry- to assist the 
Bureau iii a specialised study ot Yields-.and 

~:;g.:-

the· variatio-ns from no-rmal yields. 
In conclusion, the Chairman assured Mr. 

Crawford that all help' would be given to the 
Bureau. He thanked Mr.· Crawford· and his 
assistants for comi:rig all the way to Mildlira 
to discuss the matter so frankly and -clearly, 
and it' was pleasing to those- present to know 
of- the method the -Bureau intended to take 
in its survey, 

"WATER INTO GOlD" 

·Mr. Crawford in reply referred to the friend
liness and co·operation of ihose present and 
greafly appreciated the assistance which they 
had given him in his fnitial enquiries. 

·COMMENT 
This outline indicates that the survey will 

be · extremely thorough, by a highly compe
tE·nt Depart:i:nent _of the Commonwealth. The 
Government, when making decisions on the 
matter of a subsidy on U.K. exports,- together 
with its overall plan for stability in the prim
ary industries, must depend on the report of 
those appointed to investigate. 

The 'pilot' officers have a1ready been- mak
ing initial contacts "t a time when the duress 
of this harvest coul'd be best seen by them. 

The system of investigation is that of the 
'random' basis, whereby the names of the 
growers in an area will be in effect 'drawn 
from a hat,' therefore, it is urged that all 
groWers should have records available in case 
called upon to submit details. As stated the 
survey hinges a great deal on the negotiations 
with London for our 1951 contract term, and 
the sooner the survey can be completed the 
better for the industry. 

This examination of the costs and returns 
is vital, and growers must -treat it as such by 
having all data. available if called upon. 

"Cuprox" Copper Fungicid.;J Spray 

The General Secretary of the ADF A, 
Mr. R. B. Curtis, advises that copies ·of 
Mrs. Ernistine HiJI's book, '•Water Into 
Gold," may be obtai-ned through ADFA 
Branches, or packing companies· at 7/. 

-If obtained through Head Office,. 46 
Queen Street, Melbourne, C.1, 9d should 
be added for; postage. 

As supplies ap-e limited, those con
cerned are advised to place their order 
immediately. 

For the interest of the many growers 
who have entered the industry since the 
last edition was available, th.e book is 
recOmmended for the remarkable re~ 
cord it makes of the gradual develop
ment of the ·Dried Fruits Industry 
throug'h many vicissitw;,l'es to the es
tablished position it enjoys ·i:oday. It 
is the antithesis of "dry" -history, and is 
indeed a fascinating -story that gives a 
sense of pride to those who "belong" 
to the industry it pictures. Perhaps ~he 
most satisfying thing about having the 
book and enjoying tt, is to have it avail
able for those who come to stay in one's 
home and who are naturally interested 
in our industry. It can tell them more 
in a few nights of reading than the 
blocker himself could tell in a month. 
Then they want to borrow the book for 
their friends. This is the danger, as 
the writer of this par. knows. Best to 
put your na&:ne on the cover. 

J.H.G. 
~e~u 8 C~4Q~&QQ4QQQ~e 4&&Qg6 q 4?114 ~ 

CIIOPS 

witb 66Cupurox 9f 

SiBJply mix with 
water and spray 

Xes, it• s as easy a::s th9it, to ma:I~e a: :most eHec .. 

tive copper fungicide!:! spray for fruit, vine and 

vegetable crops. uCuproJ(' wets and spreads 

well and can be mixed safely with lead 

arsenate~ nicotine, derris. oils, sulphur a:ncl 
D.D.T. sprays. 

,, 
Copper Fungicidal Spray 

Order your supplies of "Cuprox" today from 

Vic. Distributors: 
~RAMSAY & TREGAMOWAN lTD. 
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Sir Charles McCann Visits 
S.A. Areas 

Visits of our States Agents-General 
whose duty it i:s te- _JnfOrm their- re
spective Governments on '·overseas 
trends,_ particularly in the market.lng 
problems of dr-ied fruits, are always of 
value. 

Recently the South AustraHan Go-
vernment ·r-epresentative in the Unlted 
Kingdom (Sir Charles McCann) visite;d 
the main So-uth Austra-lian dried fruits 
areas and urged gr-eater pro-duction, to
gether- with greater publicity. He stated 
that _pubUcity should 'i:.e carded on even 
though the consumer could no·t _,btain 
aU the Australian fruit required~ 

Mr. H:~ D·. Howie,. in pro-posing a vDte 
of thanks to the spea-ker,. said that aH 
were very gratified that the Govern
ment had. asked Si:r- Charles to continue 
to represent the State ln the United 
Kingdom* He explained that the dr-ied 
fruits industry had funds set aside and 
was prepared and ready to institute a 
publicity campaign in Great B'rita!:n 
when the time came--but had hesitated 
to do- so because it had fallen down so 
badly on the contract !onnage. Pro. 
duction. in South Australia for instance 
had drop-ped .to- tess than half the. peak 
year tonnage. The Agent·GeneraJ 
could be- assured that when the fru-it 
was available it would be s:ent. Not 
only had Sir Charles McCann done great 
work for the River industries, but fo-r 
individuals, and he specially instanced 
the wonderful reception liven to ser
vicemen in London during the war. He 
i-ncluded Lady McCann in the vote of 
thanks, whtch was seconded by Mr.· H .. 
G. Anderson (chairman Barmera Dis
trfct Council) and carr-ied witfi. acclama~ 
tion. 

HARVEST LABOR PROBLEM 
Employment Serv;ce Congratulated 

At the February Bo-ard meeting apprecia-. 
tion was expressed at> the work under
taken by the Commonwealth Employment 
Service in r-ecruiting pi.cking labor for pro
ducing areas~ In reply the Deputy D-irec
tor, Mr. N. J. O'Heare, makes the fo11ow
ing remarks. 
"The recruitment of labor for the fruit har· 

vests is the biggest 'mass recruitment' job we 
undertake. The splendid co-operation of 
growers' organisations and individual grow
ers with us and of the Victorian Railways De
partment and others concerned, together with 
a mutual understanding of each other's diffi· 
culties inherent in such a large job is the key~ 
note of the success of the scheme and an ex
ample of what is possible with full co·opera
tion by all parties.' 

VALUABLE CO-OPERATION 

It is pleasing to know that co-operation b}' 
an-parties. made a difficult task much easier. 
In South Australia the CES under Deputy Di¥ 
rector F. K.- DwYer has been of invaluable 
assistance to the industry. His policy or per
sonal contact with growers' organis~tions has 
brought good results. 

As. stated by Mr. O'Hea.re, the efficient f;et· 
up at the growers• end does much to iron out 
the many problems. and a tribute must ba 
paid to those men who' accept _this not alwayd 
pleasant job at a. time when their place is at 
home on the busy job of getting the fruit off. 

COMPETiTION OVERSEAS 
Amon'gst the difficulties involved in this 

sale of 3000 tons at CommonWealth rates is 
the compe;tition from Eire ... which country 
can be extrem-ely competitive (and· is possibly 
buying cheaper USA fruit). With the con
stantly rising costs here in Australia it is 
possible that manufacturers. supplYing . Mmts .. 
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SURGERY AT n:s BESTJ ~· ~~~~~~~ 
ln a report of recent date the Melbourne 

"Herald'~ paid a tr-ibute to. a young Aus
tralian: doctor juSt back from a period of 
intense study with Sir Hugh Ca~rns' (Ox .. 
fon::l} who- is the 'father'· of extremely 
selected outstanding men of _promise in 
the surglcal-·wor-ld. Dr. Curtis1 .as. the ap~ 
pended- extract"fr-om_ thcl"Herald" states,
is one of the good ones :n his own fietd~ 
His work fs of a standar-d that means mu-ch 
to many .. ~ it is that example of what 
can be done in this land of _opp-ol'tun:.ty, 
if it iS in,. you. · · 

The report from the "Herald" is set out for 
two reasOns, in what is a dried fl'uits journaL 
It is of interest ... it also leads to the name 
of. Curtis. Dr .. Cwtis is the younger btother 
of our- General S"ecratary, Mr. R. B. Curtis. 

The article states:-
A growing consciousness in Britain of the 

value of professional and scientific experience 
offered in the Dominions is reported by Dr. 
John Curtis, young Melbourne neur_o-surgeo:n 
who ·returned home this week. 

Dr. Curtis sPent three years in the Nuftie[a 
Department of Surgery at Oxford under the 
provisions of a Nutfie[d Dominions Fellowship. 

"I found that Melbourne medical training_ 
for instance, was of a very high standard· com· 
pared with that in Britain," he said. 

"British doctors and other professional men 
are today realising this and recognising that 
W:e have something to offer them.'' 

BRAIN X-RAY 

Dr. Curtis hopes soon to introduce to Mel~ 
bourne new techniques in cerebral angio_
graphy, the most specialised branch of neuro-
surgery. Cerebral angiography is today the 
"diagnostic backbone·• of neuro-surgery. 

While at Oxford Dr. CUrtis helped develop 
a new method of injecting radio-opaque sub 
stances into tho arteries of the brain. 

Blood vessels become clearly visible in X~ 
ray pictures and permit much quicker- and 
more accurate diagnosis. 

Before, ffiltgery often had to be relied on 
for di~gnosis. 

Dr. Curtis also used a new X-ray technique. 
which produced a series of consecutive pic
tures of the brain at half-second intervals, en· 
abling its activity to be studied over a con
tinuous period of time. 

NEW EQUIPMENT 

He has arranged for special equipment to be 
sent from England so that he can use this tech· 
nique in Melbourne. 

It makes· possible a more accurate dii:lgnosis 
of brain tumors and of diseases of the brain's 
blood vessels. A high percentage of all neuro· 
surgery cases requires this type of investiga
tion. 

Dr. Curtis reported that his Oxford chief_ 
the Australian-born nrofessor, Hugh Cairns, is 
today achieving striking results in the .surgical 
treatment of tubercular meningitis. 

A few years ago, the recovery rate among 
such cases was negligible. Professor· Cairns 
has increased his own recovery-rate statistics 
to nearly 50 Pet: cent. 

"IT CAN'T HAPPEN HERE" 
To any retumed ma1:1, his famif'y * ,. .

or to any of those who did so much- _to 
hetp the Red Cross during the war 
years • . • there is no need to state a 
case in support of the current appeal by 
this wonderful· team of altruists. Those 
who were P'sO.W will [<·no-w€ 

Growers are asked to strain their pre· 
sent limited tonnaf.Jes- to the extent of 
loading them with) a gift to their [ocaf 
Red Cross commit'tee€ · During the war
we all agreed -to a tonnage levy for this 
gOod Cause. We should stiU supp9rt it. 

Itt a ·request ·to:~th·e AOFA -for- support 
Red ,pross -states:·~-

In a -Dlltion·wide appeal, Red Cross asks the 
people of Australia for support to carry on its 
many vital services. 

The ~amatic appeal of war is missing, but 
the need is: yery real and urgent to the sick,_ 
the maimed and the hungry who anxiously 
wait for help. 

Present services cannot be maintained with· 
out a big increase· in public support. Expen~ 
diture for the year ending June, 19-49, was 
nearly £9-0o,o-oo, while total receipts reached 
only £500.000. 

m RED CROSS TO GO ON? 

IT'S UP TO YOU. 

===+=== 
Mli>ll"eh ~ RI>.P CROSS M<>Dth 

"" f'W, f'e_,aA,~".I~, . 
1·T' ME;ANS SO M~~-~AN."i' 

DO IT NOW. "It Can't Happen Here" 
must be the app-roach to any thought 
o-f faHure rn such an appeat. 

Space donated b-y Australian Dried 
Fruits Association. 

W.A. DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
The Board hefd meetings in December, 

Ja-nuary and February at which were pre
sent: Mr-~ H. S. Bickford (Chairman), G. 
McD. Edgecombe, J~ Duff Jnr., S. J. An
derson and s. Perlch. 

AmOngst items discussed was that of the 
foreign substances found in boxes of fruit 
which have been ·supplied to manufacturers 
and retailers. 

Arising out of this discussion the Board de-
cided to approach the Department of Agricul
ture with a view to obtaining supplies of 2in. 
x 17 gauge wire netting in widths of 3ft. and 
6ft. for fruit drying purposes, and at the· Feb-
ruary meeting it was advised that the Minis· 
ter of Agriculture had intimated -that local 
rrianufacturers' ·were willing to accept ADFA 
members' special r13quirements by direct ap. 
plication. although some delay wou-ld be 
experienced. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. lTD. 
Operating in: 

Milclura, hymple, Merbein, Red Cliffs. 

PACKERS OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

. Yineyard Implements and Requisites Supplied 
Properties financed and -supervised 

PROPERTY SAL~ 
try of Food contracts might _have to 3.81£' for_: 
more. It is an indicati.·on of_the._r9ad A~. ·1 ~.·.· 
is, taking; and. 1to:w it can rebound ~n _growers:.. 
as- th& resistance. o-f the BrttiSh Ministry tO,_ . '!; 

price inci-ease- in ~-.matter ot :vital -"Policy in the 
Mother_ Country. 

. Agents for: 
General Accident ·Fare aJUII.ife • Assumoee Coqin. ttL . 

T. &- C. llfutuaJ. Life AslllllllllCe Society Ltd. --
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TREE FRUITS MATTERS 
Pack Graduali:J! Declining 

The de~line of our Tree fruits production is of concern. It 
has always depended on weather, both in the production and the 
drying. It is largely a section of A.D.F.A. production that is in 
areas in what are known as the "rainfall" or "non-irrigated 
areas." The seasonal fluctuations emanating from adverse 
weather conditions h9ve been token into estimates over the years. 
However, it would seem that the main reason for the falling off 
in pock lies in the basis that it is better to meet the higher cost of 
Iober involved in Dried Tree Fr11its prod!iction by diverting to the 
fresh fruit market or to canneries .. The problem of many growers 
of these fruits is that of having to harvest tlm:mgh holiday periods 
when double poy is the rule. 

In the following resume of the minutes of 
the Tree Fruits Committee that advises the 
Board of the ADF A, we set out features of 

. tree frult matters:-
The committee, together with those who at

tended the Adelaide meeting, is set out in this 
survey. 

Present 
Tree Fruits Committee: Mr. H. D. Howie 

(Chairman), and Messrs. J. R. Jemison, A. J. 
Chapman, H. W. Newton, A. E. Horne, D. E. 
Barry Wood, C. J. Ward, D. C. Winterbottom. 

Federal Council Delegate:- Mr. R. F. Trott. 
Agents' Representatives: Messrs. D. C. 

Howie, J. B. Carvosso, G. S'hoobridge. 
Crowe and Newcombe Ltd.: Mr. C. E. Rus

sell. 
In attendance: The General Secretary. Mr. 

D. V\"'. Haynes (Adelaide ADF A representa
tive). 

PRODUCTION 

Pack Estimates-Season 1950 
Consideration was given to pack estimates 

of tree fruits and prunes. Estimated tonnages. 
in comparison with estimates as at bth De
cember, 1949, and with the actual pack for 
lSeason 1949 were:-

Variety. Estimates 1950 Actual 
1949 

20/1/50 5/12/49 
Apricots ..••• 675 754 900 
Peaches • • e. o 326 3il2 330 
Pears .. . . . . 217 219 285 
Nectarines .. . 29 32 35 

-- -- --
1247 1307 1550 
-- -- --

Prunes .. 13Bl 1406 1059 
(dry weight) 

The committee were co:ucerned with the 
reduction in estimated pack over that of last 
year which, in itself, was not a good one. From 
the estimates at 20th January it· was decided 
that reductions in the apricots and peaches 
packs to allow for whole fruit would need to 
be made to the following extent:-

Whole Split 

Apricots 
Peaches 

tons leaving tons 
125 5&0 
100 226 

MARKETING 
Distribution-1950 Harvest 

Consideration was given to the allocation of 
the 1950 season crop based on th'e latest pacK 
estimates, and the following decisions were 
made:-
Apricots-Com'monwealth Market: 

Initial quota to the trade to -:1e on basis o:: 
20 per cent. of estimated pack. 
Export Markets: 

Continent-200 tons. , 
New Zealand-1oo- tons to merchants. 
New Zealand-20 tons to New Zealand 

Government. 
Agents to physically ship their prol;)oftions 

based on existing pack estimates. 
Consideration would be given to further 

quantities being allocated to export-.markets 
it the return to growers from the Australiar 
market was· not sufficiently attractive. 
Services and Government Contracts: 

Consideration of requirements was deferred 
until firmer pack estimates were available 
Peaches--commonwealth Market: 

Initial quota to the trade- to be on basis of . 
50- per cent. of estimated p'ack. 
Overseas Markets: 

An allocation ot 50 tons for shipment to the 

markets from which beSt prices could be ob 
tained. Agents to physically ship their pro· 
portions based on existing pack estimates 
New Zealand Market: 

Pending enquirieS as to prices on overseas 
markets generally New Zealand's requirements 
t6 be deferred. 
Pears-Commonwealth Market: 

Initial quota to the trade to '. e on basis of 
50 per cent. of estimated pack. 
Overseas M a rkei:s: 

An allocation of 50 tons for shipment to the 
markets from which best prices could be ob
tained. Agents to physically ship their pro· 
portions based on existing pack estimates. 
Nectarines-Commonwealth rv'iarket: 

Initial quota to the trade to be on basis of 
20 per cent. of estimated pack. 
Prunes-Commonwealth Market: 

Initial quota to the trade to be on basis 
of 20 per cent. of pack (dry weight). 
Overseas Markets: 

60 . per cent. of exiSting dry weight pack t-:> 
be exported, of which 50 per cent. must be 
shipped tO New Zealand. 
Ships' Stores: 

Tonnages to be the same as in 1949 season. 
Commonwealth Market: 

In view of the shortage of tree fruits on the 
Commonwealth market this year it was C'e
cided that when quotas were announced to the 
trade distributors be asked to give preference 
to supplying outback areas where fresh fruit 
could not be readily obtained. 

PRICES 
Commonwealth-season 1950 

Apricots, Peaches,' Pears and Nectarines· 
It was agreed that the Prices authorities 
sholl.Id be approached with a view to obtaining 
similar prices for the Commonwealth market 
to those obtainable from overseas markets. 

Prunes: It was decided that an _application 
should be submitted for f.o.b. prices at ports of 
prodUction. 

Ships' Stores-Season 1950 
Overseas: Prices to be as good as those 

obtainable from export markets. 
Interstate: Prices to embrace whatever Com 

rnonwealth increases are approved by the 
Pr)ces authorities for season 1950. 

Exports 
It was agreed that the best prices possible 

be ascertained from overseas markets. 
Market Adjustments-Season 1950 

It was decided th<it apricots, peaches. peal'S 
and nectarines should be - ubject to the usual 
market adjustment. 

In regard to prunes, it was 
Resolved-

"That each agent sha!l export his· propor 
tions of the decla:t;ed quotas for each oversea8 
market, and that any over-export, due to p_acK 
fluctuations, shall be subject to price adjust~ 
ment between agents." 

PROCESSING 
Prunes in· Syrup 

After careful consideration the Committee 
recom.mended that ADFA ?rune interest.j 
shoulc;l investigate the marketing of prunes in 
syrup. 

Packs-Prunes 
The suggestion was submitted to th(' Com 

mittee- that it should decide at the beginning 
o:t: each season the types 0:f packs in which 
pruiles should be marketed. It was feit tha';: 
as the _maf-ket demand for various types and, 
sizes of packs were better lqlown to procea~ 
sors .tbeY ,s.hotild decide this matter rather than 
the coml'ilittee. 

FROST PREVENTION 
Copies of the booklet,. u&='rost Control 

in the Australian Dried Fruits Areas/' 
are available through -Frost Clubs an.d 
District Packing houses. The booklet 
written by Mr. H. King, ~f Berr-i, is an 
ADFA publication and is free to grow~ 
ers. 

Arrangements have be~n made to in· 
elude the details of experiments, made 
at Berri in soiling roiling, together with 
a further explanation of the effect of 
humidity and dew point, in -a new edi· 
tion of the booklet. For the conveni· 
ence of growers who have the early 
edition 'pulls' of the addenda are avail· 
able through the .above channels. Frost 
Clubs should contact Mr. R. B. Curtis, 
General SeCretary of the ADFA, 46 
Queen Street, Melbourne, C.1, for de-

- tails. 

Copies of a booklet issued by the 
Meteorological BJJreau are also avail
able. 

n. 
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PUDDINGS GALORE 
The ' 1Aberdeen Evening Express•; of the 

5th January stated that grocers throughout 
Britain have been left with canned Christ
mas puddings on their shelves. Some 
have basin'ed puddings as· well. There 
have been more Christmas puddings this 
season than at any time since the war .. 
Many thousands were imported from Eire 
and Australia, and some grocers over· 
bought. They remember-ed the Way house· 
wives scrambled for them the previous 
Christmas. 

, This news item is of pertinent interest to 
growers in that some 3000 tons of vine fruits 
are released to Australian manufacturers who 
supply Ministry of Food contracts from fruit 
bought at Australian prices. While the sup

- ply ·of plum puddings seems to have exceeded 
the demand, and tha.t sales for this avenue 
might fall off. there is a probable compen~ 
sation in the indication of greater require-
ments of fruit for fruit cake to the extent that 
the tonnage for Ministry contracts might re· 
main stable. Reports on the quality of Aus
tralian f·ruit cake encourage this belief. 

SULPHATE OF AMMONIA 
Adequate Supplies Promised 

The AD FA-has been f 1formed by the Hon. J. 
McEwen, Minister for Commerce and AgriCul
ture, that the Federal Government will take 
Steps to supplement Australian supplies of sui· 
phate of ammonia with nitrogenous fer':iliser 
from the United Kingdom and other countries 
to ensure that users will ,obtain. adequate sup
plies this year. 

The action of the Government in ensuring 
that full supplies are available will be most 
heartening to Dried Fruits growers. 

I"RIEIE TRADE ON EUROPEAN 
MARKETS 

fears from American Pressure 
In its February newsletter the British Em· 

pire Producers' Organisation refers to s:rong 
American pressure towards free trade in West
ern Europe, and it may be difficult to obtai!l 
a· further Marshall Aid appropriation thr0ugh 
Congress unless there is· more rapid p-rogress 

· towards· satisfying the Americ~.n request. 
Th3.t free trade in Western- Europe is an ob~ 

vious danger to intra-Commonwealth tradE> by 
the removal of trade barriers between Britain 
and Continental States is of extreme import· 
ance to AuStra.Iian Dried Fruits growers. and 
the newsletter remarks -that ·with the tariif 
taJks Which- begin next September the possi· 
bility ot satisfying the_ American pressure to. 
wards tree trade InuSt b0 viewed with tore. 
boding by CommoD:weauil· producers. 
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Dried Fruits Publicity Committee 
Mr. Porker J. Moloney (Chairman) presided at a meeting of 

the Drie,cl fruits Publicity Committee which was held af the 
offic:es"of the Victorian Dried fruits l!loarcl, Melbourne on 9th 
March, 1950. 

Other member who were present"were: Messrs. G. J. Evatt 
(Representing the N.S.W. Board), f. M. McMillan (Representing 
S.A. Boord) and R. B. Curtis (Representing the A.D.f.A.). 

The Chairman informed members that he 
had received a letter from Mr. H. D. Howie 
tendering his resignation· as a member of the 
Publicity Committee and asking that Mr. R. 
B. Curtis be substituted as the Association's 
repr~sentative. 

After expressing his regret at the severance 
ot a long 8.nd pleasant association, Mr. Mo 
laney expre:ssed . the opinion that the Com~ 
mittee had been fortunate in having had the 
benefit of Mr. Howie's exp.erience and that :it 

.,.was with the greatest reluctance that the Com
mittee accepted his resignation. 

It wa;.; decided. that the Committee's appre· 
ciation of Mr. Howie's past. sei'vices and ca.
operation be recorded in the minutes of the 
meeting-and that he be informed to this effect 
by letter. 

Continuing, Mr. Moloney said that, on be
half of his colleagues and himself, he w.as 
pleased to welcome Mr. R. E. Curtis as a new 
member and that he was sure that he (Mr. 
Curtis) would prove a valuable acquisition to 
the Committee. 

MARKET SURVEY 

Packing of Fruit-
25.7% prefer to pack their own fruit from 

bulk supplies. 
89% prefer to use their own cake and pud~ 

ding mixtures. 
Most popular size carton-1 lb. 
(Note: The Committee is awaiting replie's 

to the questionnaires which have been sent to 
Western Australia). 

The Chairman said this was the third report 
on the market survey which had been furn· 
ished to the Committee during t~e past four 
months. 

Referring to a ·suggestion by Mr. Curtis, Mr 
Moloney agreed that this practtce of submit· 
ting frequent reports to members could be 
continued at, say, t!Yo~monthly intervals. 

ITINERARIES 
Copies of itineraries carried out by the pub· 

licity officers in the principal towns in Vic· 
toria, New ·South Wales and South Australia 
were supplied tO members. 

SHOWS, ETC •. 
The Chairman reported that attractive dried 

fruits exhibits had been made at the 1949 Mel· 

bourne and Adelaide Shows which had evoked -
faVorable. comment froin the general publio~ -· 

ROYAL SYDNEY SHOW 

Mr. S. A. Rumble (Publicity Officer) had 
been sent to- Sydney . for the purpose of re-o 
building the Committee's stand, engaging stall 
attendants and, generally, _making all neces· 
sary preparations for the forthco~ing Sydney 
Show. It was proposed to sell currants, sul• 
tanas, walthams, dried· apriCots, prunes. 
peaches and pears and, in this_ connection, 
arrangem.ents had been_ made for these varie· 
ties (with the exception· Of prunes in 1 lb. 
tins) to be packed in cellophane wraps. 

Mr. Curtis reported that the Export Control 
Board and his Association had been approached 
by a publicity service known as the Press 
Liaison Agency. Little Collins Street, Mel· 
bourne, with a proposal for publicising the 
dried fruits industry by means of conducting 
a campaign against the fall in the present rate 
of exchange. between Australia and Great Brit~ 
ain, and undertaking to reply to any adverse 
criticiSm which might appear in the Press. 
This firm seemed to be a highly efficient or·• 
ganisation which claimed to have the entree 
to alt n~wspapers in Australia. 

Mr. Curtis _intimated that the Export Con· 
trol Board and the ADF A liad decided to use 
the services of this body and wondered whe-
ther the Publicity Committee would ·also be 
interested in that direction. 

The . Chairman replied that he thought it 
better for the Committee to await a(lvice from 
the ADFA and ExpOrt Control Board giving the 
resUlts of their experiences with the organi
sation concerned. 

Mr. Moloney stated that, following upon a 
request received from the ADF A in July of' 
last year, the Committee's Publicity Officers 
(Messrs. S. A. Rumble and F. W. Weston), in 
addition to their ordinary duties, had been en~ 
gaged in obtaining .full particulars from retail~ 
ers (as required in the questionnaires) as to 
whether they were able to secure their re· 
quirements of dried fruits, and also the views 
of such retailers of the effect (if any) on sales 
if dried fruits· were packed in cellophane 
wraps, etc., and were also included as an in· -
gredient in cake and pudding mixtures. 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board 

During the last three months, the survey 
had been extended to New South Wales, South 
Australia, Queensland and Tasmania. In the 
more distant parts of these S'tates where the 
Publicity Officers could not visit, the question
naires _were forwarded to grocers and _retail· 
ers by the "Conimittee, through the Grocers' 
Associations, thus embracing a good cross sec· 
tion of retailers and storekeepers. The ca.
operation and response had been satisfactory 
as was evidenced by the number of completed 
forms which had been returned to this office 
from all parts of Australia (except W.A.). 

In Victoria, large organisations (SU'Ch as the 
Myer Emporium, Mutual Store and chain 
stores) Preferred to purchase fruit in bulk
then wash and sell it to their customers in 
paper bags, thus ensuring a Cleaner and 
cheaper product to the consumer. 

The majority of those smaller metropolitan 
and country grocers, who voted in favor of 
packing dried fruits in cartons or cellophane 
wraps, made it clear that their preference for 
packing fruit in this manner was contingent 
on their margin of Profit remaining undis~ 
turbed. 

SUPPLY DIFFICULTY 

The publicity officers also reported to the 
Committee that a number of retailers, who 
had affirmed on the questionnaires that they 
had received their full requirements of fruit. 
explained that they had been ·unable to pro
cure sufficient fruit through their regular sup· 
pliers and that they had been able to maintain 
stocks only bY purchasing_ odd case lots from 
other sources. 

The response from Queensland had been 
particularly good and, in this 1 onnection, the 
Committee was greatly indebted to Mr. F. C. 
L. Derrick (Managing Editor, Retailer ot 
Queensland) for his whole~hearted co-opera
tion in furthering . and assisting the Commit
tee's efforts to make as wide a survey as pas· 
Sible in Queensland. 

Members of the Committee were presented 
with a further g·eneral report, and also a· de
tailed analysis silnimarising the information, 
a.s set out in the questionnairefi for the period 
ending 3rd March, 1950,- covering all Stat.es 
(exe~pt W . .A.)-which showed the- following 
position:-
Percentages. of tradera short-suppHed in dried 

vine· fruits-

'"~ 

Sultan?JJ .... · . .-. • ,_ .... 14.9% 
Currants·--~·~'-_._. _. •• , . 14.'1% 
·Seeded Raislns· ·~ •• · 84.6% 

A meeting of the Victorian Dried fruits !Board wos held in 
Melbourne on ht february, 1950, at which Mr. Parker J. 
Moloney (Chairman of the Board) presided. Mr. S. R. Mansell 
was absent due to illness. 

POOL ACCOUNTS 
Mr. Moloney referred to the report of thEJ 

Board's Auditor on his examination of the An
nual Returns and· specimen Final Account 
Sales Notes for the 1948 season, as submitted 
by packing houses. 

in one or two instances, the Board found 
it necessary to seek further information in 
regard to the Annual Returns but, generally 
speaking, the position was satisfactory'. 

Attention was also directed to some minor 
errors and omissions in a few other cases in 
the compiling of the Final Accourit Sales 
Notes. 

Reports were received which indicated that 
there was much satisfaction amongst growers 
at the steps taken by the Board under ~ts new 
regulation in securing for them the uniform 
method of Account ~ales at present in opera· 
tion. 

GRADE FIXING 
The Chairman informed members that. fol

lowitig upon a request from the ADFA in 
November last year for a conferen0e for the 
purpose Of adopting a firm standard of grad
ing for 1950, a meeting had been arranged by 
the Department of Commerce and Agricult-ure 
to take place at the ADFA rooms, Mildura. on 
16th February. Havi ....g regard to the fact that 
the Department of Commerce and _the .3tate 
:2oards are the statutory bodies conce.rned 
with grade D.xing and the maintainence ot 
standards, it was decided that Messrs. S. R 
Mansell, A. Rawlings and H. V. Davey ~)e ap
pointed to represent the Victorian· Board at the 
above~mentioned meeting on the 16th February 
tO act in conjunction with the Department of 
Commerce in receiving and considering sug· 
gestions from the ADFA regarding methods of 
. :fixing grades for 1950. 

DISTILLERY FRUIT 
The question of distillery fruit was discussed 

and meinbers were supplied with a statement 
showing that 5880 tons of distillery fruit had 
been deliVered to Victorian packing houses up 
to the 31st DeCember, 1949. 

ESTIMATES AND LEVY-1950 
The questions of levy and estimate of ex

penditure for 1950 were considered by mem· 
bers and, in this connection, the Chairman 
pointed out that, owing to. depleted re"-tenue· reo. 
sUiting from .tour successive unfavorable sea·. 
sons, the Board would have to :real~$e on its 
Reserve Fund. :t>efore August, 1950, When new 
contributions became due. _ _ ... 

.I~ was _agre~_d:.that the ,estimate:· ot· expen
diture f()r·1950;· as subnilttedto .. the._Bo1l.rd, 'be 
approved and·that the!rate of.-growEirs' con-

tribution for 1950 should remain as at present. 
GRADERS AND INSPECTORS FOR 1950 
Mr. Moloney said that 1dinistei-ial Approval 

had been received for the appointment of eight 
graders employed by the Board for the 1950 
season and that the Department of Commerce 
and Agriculture, in accordance with usual cus
tom, would supply the services of thl'} ninth 
grader. 

CLASSERS' LICENCE$-1950 
With regard to licences for classers for 1950, 

1\'lr. Moloney said that. the names of appli· 
cants had been submitted to the Asst. Chief 
Fruit Inspector (Department of Commerce) 
for favor of his comments ·prior to the issue 
of such licences by the Board. 

ANNUAL REPORT (DRAFT) 
Copies of the Annual Report were circulated 

amongst members of the Board for their peru
sal and for any comments which they might 
care to make. 

GENERAL 
Other business of a routine nature consisted 

of the registration of dehydrators for the pre
sent year, a survey of pack .figures up to the 
31st December, 1949, and the adoption of fin· 
ancial statements showing expenditure :be
tween the 1st December,, 1949 and 28th Janu
ary, 1950, and the passing of accounts for the 
same period. 

Members were also supplied with State
ments of Income and Expenditure for the year 
ended 31st December, 1949, and EaDmce Sheet 
as at 31st December, 1949-as certified to, and 

. signed by, the Victorian Auditpr-_General. 
Edito'r's Note: Mr. Moloney also referred to 

the activities of the Publicity Committee 
which consists of the chairman of each State 
Boar-d and a nominee of the_ ADFA (Mr; R. 
B. Curtis) • 

The Report of this body, of which Mr. Mo~ 
Ioney is chairman, is set out in this iss\.le. 

EXPERIMENTS IN 
DEHYDRATION 

It is learnt that Mr. J. R. Davison, 'Fruit 
Inspector, and_ Mr. A.- H: Skepper, Fruit ~QJ.J;i· 
cer, _ b:oth of Griffith, have been experime~g 
with a ·direct heated oilfi.red dehydrator_ which 
might be use.ful for dehydrating ·apricots as 
w.;,-11 as prunes. . 

Growers will Jook forward tO information 
concerning the experiments un~¢rtak~n which. 
it :is under~t~.9~. will be. publish~d bY,-lh~ N~Yt 
South Wales ·Department" of Agnculture; " t.t"' 


