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FUNCTIONS OF THE A.D.F.A. 
Interstate Charges Levy 
The orderly marketing of 'Dried Fruits in Australia has played an import· 

ant part in the maintenance of a stabilised price in the Commonwealth, and one 
of the principles adopted by the Australian 'Dried Fruits Association in its system 
of selling has been the fixation of a uniform wholesale price to buyers in the 
main distributing centres of the three Producing States, viz., Melbourne, Ade
laide, Sydney and Newcastle. 

This policy has not only given generad sat
isfaction to traders and manufacturers, but' 
has also provided for smooth working in the 
country districts contingent to the State boun
daries in which a certain amount of overlap
ping occurs in the activities of the merchants 
located .in the different States. It is also prob
able that when the principle was first adopted 
ihe Association had in mind the fact that prior 
to the production of dried fruits in Australia 
merchants in Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide 
would have se·cured their supplies of currants 
from Greece and sultanas from Smyrna on 
a uniform price basis. This would certainly 
have applied in the case of Melbourne and 
Sydney, and it is also likely that the steamer 
by which the dried fruits were imported would 
have included Adelaide as a port of call. 

IWERSTATE CHARGES LEVY 
The adoption of the system outlined in

valved the establishment of a fund to equalise 
between the growers of each State the transit 
costs of supplying interstate buyers, and the 
result was the introduction of the interstate 
charges levy, which is each year fixed for each 
Stq.te at an amount which it is estimated will 
cover the costs involved in forwarding fruit 
to other States after having due regard to any 
premiums in prices obtained in connection 
with shipments to Queensland, Tasmania and 
Western Australia. 

Traders and manufacturers in Queensland, 
Tasmania and Western Australia, have always 
recognised the justification for an increased 
charge to cover the cost of transit to their 
centres of .distribution, and the Association 
has adopted standard increases in prices for the 
different ports in Queensland, Tasmania and 
Western Australia, ranging from fd per lb. in 
the case of Brisbane, Launceston, Hobart and 

VICTORIAN DRIED FRUIT 
BOARD 

Mr. Parker J. Moloney has been appointed 
Government nominee and chairman as from 
November 16, 1936. 

The Dried Fruits Act was amended in No
verriber to provide for the election of a tree 
fruits representative as a substantive member 
of the _board, and an election will be held for 
this representative early in 1937. 

As the term of office of :Messrs. H. V. 
Davey, S. R. Mansell, A. Rawlings and D. A. 
Cockcroft will expire on December 31, 1936, 
an election of growers' member~ of ·the Vic
torian Dried Fruits Board was held on Decem
ber 1 0, 19 3 6, and resulted in the personnel of 
the board remaining unchanged ..:._ Messrs.
Davey, Mansell, Rawlings and Cockroft being 
re-elec·ted for three y_ear~. Mr. D. A. Cock
roft was returned ·unopposed. 

Fremantle, to !d per lb. for. Cairns in the 
nOrth of Queensland and Geraldton in West
ern Australia. The prices as fixed for· delivery 
in Melbourne, Adelaide and Sydney ·also apply 
for Fremantle, Perth and Albury in respect 
to vine fruits produced in Western Australia, 
and also in respect to tree fruits shipped to· 
these ports from South Australia, Victoria 
and New South Wales. 

The interstate charges levy is only charged 
to growers on sales in the- Commonwealth, and 
is collected by the selling agents when render
ing account sales. Each selling agent is re
quired to keep special accounts recording the 
amount of levy collected and the amounts ex.:. 
pended in delivery charges on interstate ship
ments. Monthly statements of these accounts 
are rendered to the head office of the Associ
ation, and are recorded separately in respect 
to each State. 

The charges allowed as debits against the 
interstate fund include steamer freight, marine 
insurance, port marking and costs of shipping 
receipts, including stamp duty, and in the case 
of South Australia extra debits are allowed to 
cover handling costs at Port Adelaide, includ
ing outwards wharfage which is peculiar to 
Adelaide. Agents are also oermitted to debit 
the account with the exchange payable to the 
banks in respect to clearing the cheques re
ceived from interstate buyers, and, as 
A.D.F.A. quotations are on a basis of deliv
ered buyers' stores, an allowance to cover land
ing charges at port of destination is made tO 
buyers by the selling agent at time of ship
ment, and this allowance is also recouped from 
the interstate fund. 

The addi,Ponal price charged to buyers in 
Queensland, Tasmania and Western Australia 
is. $pecially recorded by the selling agents, and 
the amount · collected is included in · the 
monthly statement to the Association and be
comes a credit to the fund as. a set.-off against 
the charge·s for freight, insurance, etc. 
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PROCESSING OF APRICOTS 
Special Report By The Tree Fruit 

Committee 

being made, and additional experiments con
ducted with moist pack apricots, it is strongly 
recommended that the moist pack treatment 
should only be used for supplies for those mar
kets or buyers who call fqr moist pack fruit. 
Until it has been proved that moist pack apri
cots will satisfactorily maintain their color and 
condition in the climatic conditions prevailing 
at different periods of the year in Australia, it 
is considered that it is· essential to supply the 
Australian_ market with dry pack, except in 
the case of bufers in the Southe·rn States who 
have a quick turnover and who are prepared 
to accept moist pack fruit. 

Endorsed By The Board Of Management 
The necessity for the introduction of improved and more scientific 

methods in the treatment and processing of Apricots has been stressed this year 
by the general lack of keeping qualities as regards maintenance of color of a 
crop that was adversely affected by rain and humid conditions during the har
vesting period. (d) Necessity of seeing that all apricots at 

time of packing contain sufficient sulphur to 
assure their keeping qualities: It is considered 
that tests to ascertain the sulphur-content 
should be applied to dry pack as well as to 

moist pack fruit, and that if any fruit which 
it is intended to pack as dry pack is deficient 
in sulphur content, the fruit should be dipped 
in luke-warm water, resulphured, and then 
dried out again. The fruit being then re
tested for sulphur content, and if found stili 
lacking to be again resulphured. 

Maintenance of color in dried apricots is 
dependent on the fruit being impregnated 
with sufficient sulphur-dioxide imparted either 
as part of the original drying operation by 
growers or at a subsequent date by the grower 
or packer of the fruit. Care has to be exer
cised to see that whilst the sulphur-dioxide 
content is sufficient to maintain color, it is 
kept within the limits imposed by the Pure 
Food and Commerce Regulations. Prosecution 
of traders several years ago for selling apricots 
containing sulphur-dioxide in excess of the 
prescribed standards led to a campaign to en
sure that growers did not over-sulphur their 
fruit, and the reaction over the past year or 
two has been the production of a certain 
quantity of fruit lacking sufficient sulphur
doixide to ensure its satisfactory keeping 
qualities. This position, as already indicated, 
was accentuated this year by the troube-s as
sociated with inclement weather during the 
harvesting and drying period, and lack of sci
entific methods in packing operations led to 
the distribution of a quantity of fruit, both 
dry and moist pack, which has darkened owing 
to lack of sulphur-dioxide to such an extent 
that it' is unsaleable without being retreated 
to restore its color. Tests have shown that a 
lot of the fruit which has failed to maintain 
its color contains as low as half to two grains 
of sulphur-dioxide per lb., whereas the regu
lations allow 14 grains per lb. and it is gener
ally recognised that about 12 grains is desir
able to ensure satisfactory maintenance of 
color. 

METHODS OF PACKING AND 
PROCESSING 

On this position becoming apparent, in
quiries were instigated amongst packe·rs as to 
the methods of packing and processing em
ployed, particularly in the case of moist pack 
fruit, and at the same time the services of 
Mr. W. R. Jewell, Chief Research Chemist of 
the Victorian Department of Agriculture, wer,e 
enlisted. The result has been that much valu
able information has been ascertained in re
spect to the sulphur content necessary to pro
vide satisfactory maintenance of color. The 
possibility of re-treating fruit which has dark
ened off so as to restore its appearance has also 
been investigated. What is perhaps mor,e im
portant, there has been evolved a practical 
means of ascertaining the sulphur-dioxide con
tent of apricots by the use of equipment cost
ing only a few pounds, and by a method which 
can be carried out in the packing sheds by an 
employee of average intelligence. This method 
of testing has been demonstrated by Mr. 
Jewell, and the industry is greatly indebted to 
him for his keen interest in this problem. 

. Mr. Jewell does not claim that the method 
of testing he has outlined will gtve a result 
as accurate as that which is obtained by some 
of the more elaborate methods of testing, but 
it is believed that the procedure, if followed 
closely, will give results within a variation of 
one grain either way from the strictly correct' 

result, which is quite satisfactory for the pur
poses for which the tests are required. 

The procedure is outlined at the conclusion 
of this report, and it is recommended that all 
packers of apricots should instal the necessary 
equipment prior to the 1937 pack, so that the 
sulphur-dioxide content of all fruit handled 
can be ascertained, and any lines which are 
lacking in re·gard thereto can be subjected to 
further treatment. 

It is also recommended that particular care 
should be exercised in connection with apri
cots subjected to moist pack process, as it is 
felt that in the majority, if not in all cases, 
re-sulphuring will be necessary after dipping 
and prior to the drying out of the fruit in 
order to ensure a sulphur-dioxide content 
sufficient to maintain color. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REQUESTS 
It is desired to comment particularly on 

matters specially refened to at the recent South 
Australian State Conference: 

(a) Method of ascertaining sulphur con
tent of apricots: The method evolved by Mr. 
Jewell is recommended as being both prac
tical for application in the packing shed, and 
also as only requiring equipment within the 
means of the smallest' packer. 

(b) Method of moist packing, including 
the question of resulphuring: It is considered 
essential that all apricots treated by the moist 
pack method should be tested to ascertain 
their sulphur content, and it is felt that re
sulphuring during the treatment will in prac
tically every case be found to be necessary, 
the only exception being a line of fruit very 
heavily over-sulphured by the grower. Every 
precaution should be exercised to see that after 
the treatment is :finished the fruit contains 
sufficient sulphur-dioxide content to ensure 
sat'isfactory maintenance of color. Inquiries 
are being made with a view to the recom
mendation of the adoption of a standard 
method of treatment for moist pack apricots. 

(c) Suitability of moist pack fruit for the 
Aust'ralian trade: Pending further progress 

(e) Education of the growers to the· nec
essity of delivering to the packer fruit that has 
been sufficiently and evenly sulphured-fruit 
which is likely to show variation to be kept 
separate: It is recognised that packers are 
liable to receive deliveries of fruit from grow
ers which consist of unevenly sulphured fruit, 
brought about by various causes, but mainly 
through fruit' of varying degrees of ripeness 
being mixed in the trays, or on account of 
badly-constructed sulphur boxes. In either 
case the result is an unevenly sulphured sample 
due to the ripe fruit absorbing the sulphur 
more readily than the under-ripe fruit, and on 
account of boxes giving an uneven spread of 
sulphur fumes, leading to the fruit immedi
ately over the sulphur pan absorbing more 
sulphur-dioxide than the fruit on the edges 
of the trays. Growers should therefore be edu
cated to sort their fruit into varying degrees 
of ripeness, and also to see that' the most effi
cient type of sulphur box is used, and it is sug
gested that the .. Dried Fruit News" should be 
made the vehicle of dissemination of informa
tion in this regard. 

PACKERS SHOULD TEST FRUIT 
The final point referred for consideration 

was that the Board of Management be asked 
to instruct packing sheds not to soft-process 
apricots without resulphuring. This matter 
has already been dealt with, and it is felt that', 
rather than issuing an instruction such as sug
gested, it is better to concentrate on ensuring 
that packers test all apricots, both dry and 
moist pack, for sulphur content, re-treating all 
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fruit which is found to be below a certain 
sulphur·-dioxide content. . The millimum safe 
limit is difficult to ascertain without further 
experiment, but it may be set down for the 
time being as 10 grains per lb. 

It is interesting to note in this connection 
that two bOxes of inOist pack apricots were, 
after testing of sulphur-dioxide content, ship
ped to Townsville for observation purposes. 
Monthly reports as to color and general condi
tion are being obtained from the merchant to 
whom the fruit was shipped, and it has been 
arranged for one box to be returned at the end 
of November, whilst the second box will be 
held in Townsville until about February, which 
will have given a period of storage under 
North Queensland climatic conditions at the 
worst period of the year of approximately six 
months in the case of the second box and 
three months in the case of the first box. Re~ 
ports to hand so far indicate that the fruit 
arrived in excellent order and condition and 
showed a satisfactory color. A ·certain dark~ 
ening took place during the first month, which 
did not appreciably extend during the next 
fortnight, and the end of October report is 
now awaited with great interest. The tests 
prior to shipment disclosed that the fruit 
which had been packed for approximately six 
months contained 12 grains of sulphur-diox
ide per lb. 

"WORKSHOP" METHOD 
The "Workshop" method for the determi

nation of sulphur-dioxide content (by W. R. 
Jewell, M.Sc.) is as follows:-

Solutio1zs Required. - One-tenth normal 
iodine solution containing 12.7 grammes of 
iodine and 18 grammes of potassium iodide per 
litre. To be kept in a brown or blue colored 
bottle. Starch solution prepared by adding 
one teaspoonful of potato starch to about two 
cups of boiling water and continue boiling for 
a few minutes. To be made fresh daily. 

Apparatus Required.-Stoppered bottles: A 
number of wide-mouthed glass-stoppered 
bottles of about 600 c.cs. capacity. In an 
emergency, sc~ew stoppered lemonade bottles 
will do, but are not nearly as convenient as 
the wide-mouthed glass stoppered bottles. 
Burette: One 50 c.c. bureu,e. Rough chemi
cal balance and set of gramme weights. Small 
mincer. Burette stand. 

Metbod.-Exercise care in obtaining a re
presentative sample, which should then be 
"quartered down" until about !lb. remains. 
Pass this twice through a small mincer. Weigh 
carefully 44 grammes of the mince~ sample 
and transfer to the stoppered bottle·. Add 
about 500 c.cs. (say 2 cups) of water. Insert 
stopper and shake well every 10 minutes until 
two hours have passed. Add about a teaspoon
ful of the starch solution, and then run in 
iodine solution from the burette. The iodine 
solution should be added in small amounts, one 
c.c. at a time towards the end of the titra
tion, shaking vigorously for 15 seconds after 
each addition. The titration is finished when 
the blue color produced by the last addition 
of iodine, persists after 15 seconds' shaking. 
Each c.c. of iodine used represents one grain 
per lb. of sulphur-dioxide, so that the sulphur
dioxide content is simply the burette reading 
in c.cs. 

Is There A Shortage Of. 
Australian Fruit In London? 

Statement By Mr. Malloch 
In a recent report issued by the State Rivers and Water Supply Commis

sion of Victoria, attention was drawn to the fact that practically the whole of 
the 1936 crop of dried fruits consigned from Australia had been disposed of 
and that the market would be bare of Australian fruit until April, 1937. At
tention was directed to the incidence of this factor in relation to claims for 
stoppage of extension of further plantings of raisin vines in Australia. Mr. 
Malloch, a member of the Export Board, supplies the following statement: 

To those who are unacquainted with the 
ramifications of the dried fruits trade it is 
possible that this statement has indicated there 
are further opportunities for extension of our 
trade with the United Kingdom. In reality 
this is not so. 

UNITED KINGDOM SUPPLIES 
Raisins for the United Kingdom are· supplied 

from many countries besides Australia, the 
most important being Smyrna, Greece, Cali
fornia, Persia, Samarkand and South Africa. 
With the exception of South A.frica, those 
producing countries mentioned are all located 
in the Northern Hemisphere. Their harvest is 
just six months later than the raisin harvest in 
Australia and South Africa. The marketing 
of their raisins coincides with the he·avy buy
ing period in the United Kingdom, which 
commences in September for the Christmas 
trade. These countries make a fe·ature of the 
fact that their supplies for the Christmas trade 
are new season's supplies, and this is a big fac
tor in attracting buyers. During this period 
of selling, Australian fruit, then eight to nine 
months old, is usually at a discount as com
pared with foreign fruit and suffers in realisa
tion from the intense competition in the 
market. 

NECESSITY FOR PROPAGANDA 
The Export Control Board during the past 

few years has impressed on the London agency 
of the board the necessity for propaganda 
similar to that of our foreign competitors. 
during the period when Australian fruit is new 

Special Notes.-(!) A green color shows 
that too little starch solution has been added; 
repeat test with more starch. (2) If grarn.me 
weights are not available, a two-ounce sample 
may be use·d, in which case the number of c.cs. 
of iodine used multiplied by .78 gives grains 
of sulphur-dioxide per lb. (3) The iodine 
solution and the apparatus may be obtained 
from suppliers of chemical apparatus at a 
small cost. ( 4) The method is admittedly 
aproximate. For the purpose in view it is 
sufficient to know the sulphur-dioxide content 
to within plus or minus one grain per lb. ( 5) 
By using a number of bottles, a considerable 
number of determinations can be made in a 
relatively short time. ( 6) The method is ob
viously an empirical one and it is therefore 
essential that the directions be adhered to 
rigidly. 

season's fruit, that is from April until Sep
tember, with the object of clearing the bulk 
of our supplies under normal crop conditions 
during this period. This policy is essential in 
the best interests of the Australian producer, 
and has met with reasonable success during the 
past two seasons. 

It is realised that although the bulk of our 
fruit is cleared by the end of September, our 
fruit is still available in the retail trade right 
through the Christmas buying period and into 
the next year. 

The process of trade in the United King
dom-dealer, primary merchants, secondary 
merchants, retailers-involves the carrying of 
large stocks of Australian fruit against future 
requirements. The Australian Trade Publicity 
is designed to create a demand for Australian 
fruit throughout the year, and the merchants 
handling our fruit have to ensure stocks 
against this demand. These stocks are carried 
by all interested in the trade and form a buf
fer between clearance by the producer and re
tail demand until next season's crop is avail~ 
able. From past experience and our present 
knowledge of the marketing position in Great 
Britain it may be confidently stated that any 
large increase in supplies of Australian fruit 
for the United Kingdom market must meet 
with intense competition from other countries 
with a general lowering of the price standard 

BERRI GROWERS VISIT 
SUNRAYSIA DISTRICT 

A party of 3 0 members of the South Aus
tralian Agricultural Bureau, led by Mr. Ing
wersen, paid a visit to the Mildura areas last 
month. A civic reception was extended to 
them by the Mayor of Mildura (Cr. E. T. 
Henderson). Mr. Winterbottom, speaking in 
welcome, stressed the need for a solid front 
to those opposing the referendum and any form 
of orderly marketing. At Red Cliffs the party 
was taken over places of interest, particularly 
the outfall drainag,e works, and an informal 
luncheon was arranged. Mr. Cavendish, chair
man of the A.D.F.A. branch, extended a wel
come, stating that Red Cliffs settlers were 
proud of their settlement, the success of which 
was so dependent on a system of orderly mar
keting. 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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Sharing of Markets by Growers 
VICTORIAN STATE BOARD 

Mildura Unaffected by Frost 

A.D.F.A. Principle of Equity Explained 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association has always stood for the principle 

of equity between growers, and f.rom time to time has incorporated in its Rules 
and Regulations the necessary machiriery for givmg effect to this principle, and 
seeing that all sections of growers connected with the Association participate 
equitably in the advantages offering from any particular market. 

NYAH AND WOORINEN CURRANTS 5%, 
SULTANAS 15% 

For a- great number of years it was only 
necessary to. adjust the home and export quotas 
in order to preserve this principle of equity, as 
the returns from sales in various overseas mar
kets were, until recent years, very much on a 
par on account of world competition keeping 
the. prices and returns to a uniform level. 

CLOSER CO-OPERATION 
The closer co-operation of the various units 

o~ the British Empire since the Great War and 
the introduction of prefaential tariffs by 
Great Britain, Canada, and later New Zealand, 
in favor of Australian dried fruits, however, 
riecessitated the introduction of a system 
whereby shipments to the· different export 
markets w·ould be apportioned over the various 
·sections of growers. 

The necessity for these adjustments is ap
p~rent when it is remembered that, whilst in 
Canada we are fortunate to have a uniform 
tariff protection of 4 cents per lb. for cur
rants, sultanas, lexias, and seeded raisins, we 
have in the U.K. a preference of only 2/ per 
cwt. in the case of currants, as compared to 
1'0/ 6 per cwt. in the case of sultanas and 
raisins generally. This means in actual prac
tice, that the return for currants sold to 
Canadian buyers iS .usually at a higher level 
than returns frQm shipments to the U.K. on 
account of the increased protection afforded 
against Grecian competitors. Sultanas and 
lexias also show a different net return from 
sales ·in .·the various overseas markets. One 
year one market' will predominate and the fol
lowing year the position may be reversed. 

SHARING OF RETURNS 
To provide for a sharing of the returns from 

the different markets, the Association several 
years ago extended its system of adjustments 
between agents to include at the end of each 
year an adjustment between quotas sold to the 
various oversea market~, a11d the present basis 
of adjustment provides that every registered 
Association selling agent receives on behalf of 
the growers represented _an equal percentage of 
the .sales· in each market. The adjustment is 
:rriade- on· final returns submitted at the close 
of the season, ·and every care is taken by the 
AssOciation to see that' the adjustment each 
year_· has particular regard to any special cir
Cumstances rulin'g during· the period covered 
by- the adjustment. Premiums on exchange are 
4l:duded and are payable to growers without 
any-;dtbduction for agency commission. 
· · Agents who are oversold in a market are 
debited 1<i.t the average price realised from sales 
Oii-_ ~ch market, including· premium on ex
cliange,', which amount is :available for alloca
tioof· tC) those agents who have not sold the. 
average percentage of fruit to such market. 
Each fruit is dealt with individually and is 
the -·subject' of a separate adjustment. 

could be obviated by the AssOciation requiring 
its agents to adhei-e strictly to a nominated 
quota or percentage for each export market, 
but, whilst this proposition is attractive as a 
theory, it must break dow,n in actual prac
tice, as it is impossible to nanie ahead the exact 
quota which would be represented by the re
quirements of any particular market. For in
stance at the time this article is being writ
ten, the Canadian and New Zealand buyers 
are still ordering supplies of currants, scltanas 
and seeded raisins. These orders_1may be only 
for small quantities, but in the aggregate, and 
if secured by any one agent, would have the 
effect of seriously upsetting the principle of 
equity between growers which the Association 
stands for. 

IMPOSSIBLE 110 FIX QUOTA 
It is impossible at the commencement of 

the season, or even during the season, to fix 
a quota representing a given tonnage of fruit 
for the different markets, as the demand varies 
from year to year~ and, as already indicated, 
continues into a late stage each year, and it 
must not be overlooked that the continuance 
of the preference trading treaties negotiated 
with Canada and New Zealand is largely de
pendent on the ·ability and Willingness of the 
Australian grower to supply the requirements 
of these markets. 

Those in authority have on a number of oc
casions stressed the necessity of the recognition 
of this point of view, and your Association has 
on all occasions endeavored to cover the full 
requirements of our Canadian and New Zea
land friends, and it is felt that this policy has 
in no little way tended to the development of 
the very valuable trade which now exists with 
these two Dominions. 

The lessening of the quantity of fruit for 
shipment to the U.K. by the turnover now 
secured _in Canada and New Zealand has tended 
materially towards the maintenance-of the sat
isfad:-0-ry prices which, on the whole, have 
ruled in London duri:ilg the last few years, and 
any breakdown in our trade with New Zea
land and Canada would undoubtedly affect the 
position in the United Kingdom. 

A realisation of these factors shows the nec
esSity and wiS<.l_6m of the Association's policy 
of itllowing -Certain latitude in the sales of 
frUit by its agents between the different ex
port markets with' a final adjust'ment at the 
end Qf the year in order to see that every 
grower receives an. equitable share of each and 
every market.: ===== 

FOREIGN MATTER IN 
FRUIT 

After the adjustment has been finally com
pleted, agents are then in a position to issue 
final account sales to growers, and, whilst the 
adjustment may in some cases delay for a week 
or two the issue of final account sales by an 
agent who has had an early clearance of fruit, 
it will be readily recognised that the advan
tages secured from the system adopted more 
than compensate for any slight delay which 
may occur on 9dd occasions. 

_T-he view has been expressed that the neces
sity of an adjustment at the· end of the year 

Growers are again urged to take particular 
C·are that· riailS~ pieces of wire, rubble, etc., are 
not allowed to get into the sweat boxes. Com
plaints have been received from the London 
and the Commonwealth trade stating that 
even fish hooks have been found in fruit ..• 
the useful dip-tin on the river. Many pack
ers have installed magnets in the graders, gen
erally with good results. However, these do 
not lift rubble and do miss a few of the odd 
pieces of metal. It is the growers' fruit that 
is being sold and it is. the job of the growers 
to see that the fruit is delivered, as far as is 
possible, clear of these articles. 

Mr. Parker J. Moloney, who was recently 
appointed chairman, presided at the meeting of 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board. 

In welcoming Mr. Moloney, the growers' 
representatives stressed that, while the recent 
Privy Council decision did not affect the func
tions of the Victorian Dried Fiuits Board in 
its activities under the State Act, yet it did 
affect its activities in regard to interstate trade. 
However, one immediate result of the decision 
was that, in the interests of the industry, the 
work of the board was rendered more than 
ever necessary. 

In replying Mr. Moloney stated he had al
ways had the interests of the primary producer 
at heart, and he was glad of the opportunity 
of being in a position where he could further 
assist a very great Australian industry. The 
board desired to remove any misapprehension 
that might have been created by a statement 
which appeared in the report of the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission, which 
suggested that further plantings of vine fruits 
would obviate a break in the continuity of the 
supply of Australian fruit in London. Actu
_ally, there is never any shortage of Australian 
fruit in London. 

Members noted with appreciation the action 
of the Government in amending·· the Dried 
Fruits Act to provide for a representative of 
the dried tree fruits growers being appointed 
to the board. It is proposed to hold an elec
tion for this representative early in the New 
Year. It was resolved to recommend to the 
Minister that the Victorian quota for prunes 
should be increased. 

A report was presented to the board, show
ing that the tonnage in the Mildura areas will 
be practically unaffected by the recent frosts. 
It is anticipated that this district will produce 
about 44,000 tons of dried fruits in the com
ing season. 

In the Nyah and W oorinen districts, the 
damage to currants through frost was esti
mated at 5 per cent. and sultanas about 15 
per cent. of the potential crop. 'fl:e pack for 
these districts next season should amount to 
about 5000 tons. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that application No. 18731/34 
dated 3rd August, 1934, has been made 
for letters patent which includes the use 
of Ethyl Formate and on the grant of 
letters patent the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages and 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven
tion. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 
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Dried Fruit Marketing 
The industry will appreciate the action of Mr. Cleary in making the follow

ing article available so soon after his return from overseas. This is the com
pletion of Mr. Cleary's third visit on the business of his firm, the Aurora Pack
ing Company, of which he is a Director, and it will be readily appreciated that 
the knowledge that the writer has of both the production and the marketing of 
fruit must be unsurpassed in the industry today. 

'Tween Liverpool and Montreal, on the good 
ship "The Duchess of Bedford"-one of the 
best efforts of John Brown (of "Queen Mary" 
fame) for the Canadian-PaciJic Company. 
The weather is cold, dull and cheerless-quite 
a contrast to the warmth and sincerity which 
accompanied good wishes and cheery 
ucheerios" from some of my very good friends 
in London. 

In a few days we will arrive in Montreal. 
In what better way could I utilise my time 
during this short voyage than by looking back 
over the last few months, in an endeavor to 
convey my impressions, following my third 
year's association with the marketing of dried 
vine fruits in the United Kingdom? 

GOODWILL 
Of course, you must realise that England, 

and Scotland also, act very gingerly in hand
ing out goodwill. Some of our boys remember 
the rum issue in the Army. I understand it 
was very difficult to procure! At the same 
time, it must be remembered that be·cause of 
the competition which confronts Australia to
day as a result of so many other competitors, 
chiefly foreign, looking to the United Kingdom 
market as an outlet for portion of their export 
tonnage, we have no right to expect, by way 
of goodwill from the United Kingdom buyer, 
anything more than is represented by the value 
of our fruit. Australian dried vine fruits are, 
however, increasing in popularity in the 
United Kingdom-not solely because they are 
Australian, but such repr,esent a pro:fitahle side 
line for United Kingdom merchant houses to 
handle, whilst the housewife of Great Britain 
still remembers that "Australia grows raisins," 
and is part of the British Empire. 

As the loyalty of the British housewife to 
her Australian cousins re·mains firm, so does 
the general condition of our dried vine fruits 
pack improve from year to year. This desir
able combination is primarily responsible for 
the goodwill which Australian dried fruits en
joy in the marke·ts of Great Britain today. 
Hats off to the housewives of Great Britain! 

SULTANAS POPULAR 
Sultanas continue to remain the most popu

lar of our products and possess the brightest 
future. With the exceptional conditions rul
ing in the United Kingdom this ye·ar, it is 
quite possible that Australia could have mar
keted a tonnage in excess of that represented 
by shipments, without materially affecting the 
average price of the tonnage actually disposed 
of. At the same time, it is impossible to fore
cast a repetition of similar conditions ruling 
in any following year, hence the wisdom of 
the policy of restriction: of further planting. 

When I refer to the improvement in our 
sultana shipments during the last few ye!lrs, 
I do not intend to convey an opinion that we 
have placed ourselves in an impregnable posi
tion. We must continue to endeavor to im
prove pack st'andardisation, quality and condi
tion of our products. 

AUSTRALIAN SULTANAS 
The general run a£ Australian sultanas, 1936 

season, was good. Some first arrivals were in
clined to be immature and shrivelled-unpopu
lar in the extreme. This fruit, the product of 
heavy-producing vines in a high tonnage dis
trict-evidence that harvesting should have 
been delayed a week t'o 10 days. Had it not 

been that the market firmed from May to 
September1 this class of fruit would have 
eventually realised a price per ton consider
ably less than mature fruit of similar grade 
and type. For the grow,er who harbors the 
opinion that a policy of harvesting and dry
ing immature fruit means profit to him, there 
should be a rude awakening. Immature fruit 
should be classified in so low a grade that, ir
respective of so-called color, the growe·r so 
offending should find it an unprofitable policy 
to continue. 

The tonnage of fruit so referred to was 
small, but as the general standard of the pack 
was high, so was this small percentage of sub
standard fruit outstanding. It may be well to 
remember these comments before commencing 
to harvest the 1937 season's crop. 

LOOKING AHEAD 
Looking ahead, I would 'express the opinion 

that the sultana grower may look to the 
future with a feeling of quiet optimism, but 
such optimism should be tempered with the 
desire to still further improve the quality of 
his product. The Australian sultana is un
officially acknowledged by the trade in the 
United Kingdom as the best sultana the world 
produces, but this qualification alone will not 
st'and to us, should a sudden change in world 
production, world politics and marketing 
policy take place. 

SOUTH AFRICA A COMPETITOR 
South Africa must be regarded as a com

petitor today, and the Cape sultana has created 
a popular taste with the United Kingdom buy
ers and consumers. The tonnage export'ed at 
present may be clasSed as comparatively small, 
but who knows that within a few years pro
duction of sultanas in South Africa may in
crease to an extent that, to say the least of 
it, may prove to be enibarrassing to our Aus
tralian industry. South African fruit, as with 
Australian, is sold as an Empire product. 

From hearsay evidence which this year came 
to one's ear, whilst in London, one might :find 
that sooner or later our Australian industry 
may be confronted with worthwhile South 
African competition. I trust that I may not 
be considered presumptuous in making refer
ence to this possible intrusion. 

Only three grades of Cape sultanas are ship
ped to the United Kingdom. The general 
condition of the fruit is excellent, and grad
ing and packing leave little to be desired. The 
Cape sultana more closely approaches the 
Smyrna type than the Australian, and, from 
a point of view· of value, it' wm.1ld appear to 
be in demand at a figur-e per ton something 
below prices n1ling for comparative grade 
standards in Australian packs-a handy posi
tion in -a year when price is No. 1 considera
tion-and it is to that goal that so much of 
the United Kingdom trade today would ap-
pear to turn. 

SMYRNA 
Smyrna is, at present, exporting annually 

a very heavy proportion of its total pack to 
the Continent. If and when the Continent 
ever decided to go ••sultana-dry," however, 
Smyrna would, no doubt, be called upon to 
considerably increase her offerings to the Unit
ed Kingdom. As her annual tonnage today 
promises to range from about 60,000 to 80,000 
tons, we cannot afford to close our eyes to the 

in the u~K~ 
By L. J. CLEARY 
intense competition which a transfer to the 
United Kingdom ·of a worthwhile portion of 
her present day sultana tonnage would mean. 

CALIFORNIA 
Our Californian friends, they will always 

take their share of the United Kingdom an
nual consumption of round about· 60,000 tons 
of ·sultanas, so long as price is competitive 
and quality in keeping with the ,specific use 
which is made of the Californian product. 
Greece and Crete, with their comparatively 
smaller tonnage for United Kingdom export, 
make bold bid for their share of the better
class manufacturing and grocery trade, and 
both growths appear to carry the 10/6 per 
cwt. duty per ton comfortably, and market 
each year a worthwhile tonnage of useful to 
very excellent quality fruit. 

PERSIA 
Then· there is that tantalising tonnage of 

Persians-cheap, but not nearly so nnasty" as 
they were a few years ago. This fruit, today, 
is regarded as satisfactory with the cheaper 
class of bakery t'rade, and we can be assured 
that the more profitable our' United Kingdom 
business becomes from season to season, the 
greater the tonnag,e of Persians which will ar
rive from ••nowhere.'' They just spring up 
like mushrooms and make quick contact witli 
the cheaper class of manufacturing trade. 

EXCHANGE 
Another feature connected with present-day 

marketing of our products in the United 
Kingdom favors us under the heading of ••Ex
change." In some seasons, when tonnage per 
acre is comparatively light, the premium 
which is available to us, by way of Exchange, 
represents the difference between a balanced 
budget and an annual deficit. Although it is 
not' possible for any of us to forecast as to 
when and to what extent exchange benefits 
will disappear, we can be reasonably certain, 
however, that such can only be regarded as a 
temporary source of revenue which some day 
or other will fail to exist. It is incumbent, 
therefore, upon all, while better prices rule, to 
create reserves to carry over a period when 
less favorable conditions prevail. That time, 
we must expect, will surely come. 

ROOM FOR IMPROVEMENT 
To go back, rhen-although we have today 

a good product to market in our Australian 
sultana, there is still room for further im
provement, and such should be earnestly 
sought' after. Competition in the United 
Kingdom between Empire and foreign. growths 
is as keen as a knife-edge. It may _quite pos~ 
sibly become keener. We must be prepared, 
therefor,e, to meet any such foreign advance, 
and the best course, I consider, we could adopt, 
in order that we may be reasonably assured of 
holding our own with our foreign competi
tors, is to endeavor to further enhance the 
value of our product, whilst so doing,. antici
pating at least the possibility of being com
pelled to accept a lower price for a better 
article. 

ALL MUST PLAY THEIR PART 
Clean drying greens and packing houses will 

help to support the combined effort (with 
the Dried Fruits Control Board at the helm) 
which is· being put forward-in an endeavor to 
eradicate infestation ·and the causes thereof. 
Let us try to measure this benefit' in £.s.d. I 
would express an opinion that the average 

(Continue4 on P~g;e 6.) 
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Dried Fruit Marketing in the U.K. 
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realised for United Kingdom sales of Austra
lian sultanas during the last two or three years 
has been considerably enhanced as a result of 
the improvement in the condition of our pro
duct, partly brought about by the methods 
adopted by London agency of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Board in their desire to render 
Australian deliveries of sultanas pest-free to 
United Kingdom buyers. It may be as well 
for us to remember that pest free fruit is to
day not regarded as a goodwill asset to the 
Australian industry. It is expected and de
manded of Australian growers and packers. 
If we fail to respond we are merely making 
a gift of our· United Kingdom business1 to our 
foreign competitors. My message then is to do 
all possible to support the London agency of 
the board in their worthwhile· efforts. If we 
all play our part, we are enhancing the value 
of the product without any additional cost to 
ourselves. 

BOARD'S ACTIVITIES 

You, no doubt, will be interested to read 
something concerning the· board's. activities 
during the last few months, as such have af
fected sales and prices of Australian sultanas 
abroad. .The first shipments of Australian 
sultanas, season 1936, arrived in England early 
in May. Opinions amongst buyers differed 
regarding the quality, as the trade had heard 
so much concerning «the best crop that had 
ever been harvested, etc., etc." As arrival fol
lowed arrival, earlier advices regarding «excel
lent crops, etc.," "good color, ,etc.," were 
being fully confirmed, it was my candid 
opinion that 1936 was a good Australian year, 
without doubt, marred only by the odd lots 
here and there of sub-standard fruit referred 
to earlier in this chat. 

Did the trade respond? No! 
Did the country clients of city dealers op

erate? In reply, I would say that the call of 
the country is heard only when the recom
mendation to buy goes out in one united 
chorus by approximately 2000 travellers asso
ciated with trade houses in the, United King
dom. Why did the trade not pre·ss for sales 
through their travellers? The reply of the 
trader to that question was almost 1.manimous 
-"The board's minimum of 40/ will have to 
be broken. We cannot pay 40/ for sultanas 
and sell same for retail trade through our 
country clients at 6d per lb. The board will 
have to come down to 3 8/ before long, and, 
when that price rules, then will we feel suffi
ciently confident to approach our storekeeper 
clients, and recommend them to purchase." 

VALUE OF ORGANISED MARKETING 
Sales were particularly slow. Five long 

weeks-and only a few hundred tons sold. The 
board still fum-buyers adamant-stocks in 

the country becoming short-merchants un
easy-brokers cocksure of the mistaken policy 
of a 40/ minimum-growers and packers in 
Australia wondering why the trade were not 
buying such excellent fruit in its thousands of 
tons, and expre·ssing surprise and regret at the 
comparatively low prices ruling. As a result 
of unforeseen conditions arising, the trade's 
antipathy to a 40/ minimum price began to 
lessen. Reports regarding a light crop in 
California-Smyrna news not so reassuring
reports regarding Continental commitments 
for foreign fruit more prominent, more fre
quent. A United Kingdom buyer decided to 
operate and contracted for 51)0 tons of 40/ 
fruit "overnight." That purchase set the 
marke't alight. The Dried Fruits Board (Lon
don Agency) had been successful and, as has 
since been proved by remaining firm to its 
price policy, saved, for the indUstry in Aus
tralia, a colossal amount impossible to deter
mine. Surely no better argument in favor of 
organised marketing? 

The members of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board, hath in Australia and in England, to
gether with associated officers connected with 
the London Agency are due for congratula
tions from the industry for the courageous, 
ste·adfast, and businesslike way they handled 
a very delicate problem, solely in the inter
ests of the sultana growers of this country. 
\Vin or lose, the United Kingdom dealer will 
always accept victory or defeat in a sporting 
spirit, and, if the writer has learnt nothing 
else during his business visits to England, one 
opinion he has long since held, which today 
is strengthened by personal contact ·and fre~ 
que·nt business association, is that the word 
of a true-born Englishman is his bond. 

I think that is sufficient about 193 6 sul
tanas and London sales. 

CURRANTS 
No Australian grower will look to the 

United Kingdom market results of the 1936 
season for future guidance. Apart from the 
Western Australian contribution to the total 
tonnage exported, our currant offering of the 
past season was particularly poor, with one
crown and M.F. "qualities" predominating in 
most Victorian packs. The 1936 season has 
introduced certain features connected With 
the trading of currants in the United King
dom which were almost impossible to com
prehend. 

Prior to the arrival of new season's fruit', 
our Control Board in London found itself 
faced with a carry-over of good quality 3-
crown currants in one of the out-ports, and, 
in order to effect a clearance, holders had to 
be content to quit at a ridiculously low :figure 
-so much so that !-crown quality, 1936 crop, 
which arrived six to eight weeks later, sold 
readily at an advance of 2/ to 3/ per cwt. 

on sales of really good quality 3-crown cur
rants, 1935 season's growth. When it is re
cognised that the keeping quality of the Aus
tralian currant is a feature which has been 
proved and appreciated, why, you may ask, 
was it necessary to accept such a compara
tively low price for such good quality fruit? 
lf you were to do so, you would only be join
ing the chorus of all interested who were 
equally as mystified. The only reply I could 
submit would be: .. New season's fruit, irre
spective of quality, appears to have a pull, and 
to command attention and sales at times, not
withstanding its outstanding qualifications of 
inferiority." That, undoubtedly, was the 
picture this year. Last season's Greeks, of ex
cellent range and quality, were in so little de
mand that spot stocks in shade-dried Vostit
zas could have been purchased at as low a 
price as 34/6 per cwt., duty paid. Just fancy 
-the finest currant the world produces, of 
excellent color, texture and condition, and at 
so low a premium! 

EXCELLENT JUDGMENT 
The London Agency of the board again 

showed excellent judgment in accepting any 
bids within reason for the poor quality pack 
which the irrigation districts of Australia (as 
a result of unfavorable se'asonal conditions) 
found it essential to export to the United 
Kingdom market. It was not a question of 
price. A policy of quittance was No. 1 con
sideration. New season's Patras (equal to a 
goocl Australian 2-crown) were on offer when 
I embarked from London in mid-September, 
at 24/6 per cwt., f.o.b., Patras. Charges and 
duty would absorb about 4/6 per cwt., so, at 
28/6 to 29/, a new season's Greek currant 
which compared favorably with a good Aus
tralian 2-crown standard-September-October 
shipment-woUld be available to London 
dealers. The board, in assisting sales of our 
Australian pack of currants, season 1936, at 
prices realised, did well, indeed. 

THE GREEK CURRANT 
Two years ago, when I returned from my 

visit to Greece, I wrote, indicating that, ·in 
my opinion, industry leaders in Greece were 
uneasy in the belief that currants were losing 
favor with United Kingdom consumers, and 
that the governing authorities in A,thens paid 
more attention to, and were more concerned 
with the tonnage and price of sultanas, all 
growths-Australian and foreign-than they 
were in the tonnage and quality of Australian 
currants shipped to the United Kingdom mar
ket'. I am more inclined to the same belief 
at present, and I regard the present-day policy 
of the Greek currant industry ip_ declaring 
such low prices as they have done for their 
recent harvest, as one big effort to endeavor 
to increase the popularity and sale of the cur
rant in the United Kingdom. I doubt very 
much whether such policy will prove to be 
successful. If forced to declare an opinion 
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"Yea" or "Nay," 1 would unhesitatingly sup
port the latter. The cheap slab-cake manu
facturers may respond. They appear to be 
able to alter the bala.nce of their fruit mixture 
without lessening the value· of their product. 

SULTANAS v. CURRANTS 
After all, fruit cake is just fruit cake to 

the big section of the cake-eating community 
of the United Kingdom, who are forced to 
buy the cheape·st or go without. What mat·
ter to them, then, if the manufacturer uses 
20 per cent. less sultanas and 20 per cent. 
more currants? The consumer would prob
ably never notice the change, but, if the manu
facturer can see a saving of id per lb. in the 
manufacturing cost of his slab-cake, then the 
change-over to him would be well worth 
while, as his output runs into many hundreds 
of tons. There are, however, too few slab
cake makers in the United Kingdom to swing 
the pendulum of popularity from sultanas to 
currants, even at the present-day difference in 
price be·tween each variety of fruit. 

The United Kingdom housewife, over the 
past few years, has been able to buy a good 
quality Australian sultana at 6d per lb. Even 
then, if buyers of cheap, good quality, new 
season's Greek currants decided to .. star bar
gain" their purchases (and this I very much 
doubt), I still contend that the sultana will 
meet with first preference, even at' an increase 
of 1d to 1fd per lb. to the consumer. 

CUT PRICES 
In exercising caution, we might reasonably 

anticipate that the present policy of cut prices 
for new season Greeks may establish a low
priced market' for our 1937 season's currant 
export to the United Kingdom. That is 
probab!y the worst that may be in store for 
us-but, who .knows?-the Empire ticket 
may still prevail and permit us to market next 
year's United Kingdom export contribution 
at around about a price which would permit 
all good currant country returning a satisfac
tory profit on production. 

Some growers may hold the opinion that, 
notwithstanding the policy of Greek opera
tors, the United Kingdom price for last sea
son's Australians was altogether too low. To' 
those I would say-"Try to r,emember what 
you delivered to your packer in February and 
March last. Was it not' mainly a question of 
salvage?" Having seen the "fruit," both here 
and abroad, notwithstanding any individual 
pack realisations, I would regard the sales to
day as a good ,effort on the part of the board 
and others responsible. To the credit of the 
inspection department and the Australian 
packer, I would add that I did not see an"/ 

fruit showing signs of mould, nor did I hear 
of one complaint by either the board's officers 
in London or by the trade regarding the pres
ence of mouldy berries in the pack. 

INCREASED TONNAGE 
If I have correctly portrayed the prese·nt 

market conditions, as such affect currants, it 
must be evident to all that we cannot expect 
United Kingdom averages to soar to any ex
tent beyond present-day realisations, even in 
an f.a.q. crop year. If such be so, increased ton
nage production per acre (even at the expense 
of currant quality) might prove to be the best 
policy for growe·rs to aim for, if currant bud
gets are to be balanced. The ton-to-the-acre 
currant grower, under present costs of pro
duction, must experience a lean time. For 
who can say as to what policy the Greek cur
rant industry will next embark upon, should 
their present effort to popularise currants in the 
United Kingdom meet' with a poor response? 

How public taste abroad is controlling the 
destiny of the second industry of importance 
in Greece, may be noted by reference to the 
diminishing annual tonnage which the United 
Kingdom consumers today absorb. 

I re·alise that the foregoing makes anything' 
but pleasant reading for currant growers, but 
those who are on low-tonnage currant proper
ties must be prepared to face up to the posi
tion sooner or later. If you hope for better, 
while expecting worse, then you won't be 
disappointed! 

LEXIAS 
We had better have a word or two to say 

regarding the despised Iexia. Lexia growers 
who participated in United Kingdom sales will 
be on a pedestal this year-more particularly 
so if the Control Board and London agentS 
can clear up the balance of tonnage exported 
at anything around about the present seasonal 
average. There could be no Christmas in 
England without the plum pudding-and 
there could be no real plum pudding without 
raisins and a bit o' holly. The holly, a local 
production; the raisin has to be brought' into 
the country. Spain, South Africa and Aus
tralia are the chief contenders for honors. This 
year, the race has gone to Australia, chiefly 
because South Africa sold their small offerings 
early, and Spain-well, unfortunately, Spanish 
growers find themselves otherwise occupied. 
More's the pity--even though we,. as an in· 
dustry, benefit. Generally, the lexia nack was 
a good one, and, as a result of greater distri
bution and the introduction of the lexia into 
more and, we hope, better Christmas puddings 
in the United Kingdom this year, some benefit' 
by way of increased sales at the expense of 
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the Valencia raisin may follow in future 
seasons. 

1936 SALES 
We must not allow the emergency results of 

1936 season lexia sales to throw us off our hal~ 
ance, for it is just as well for us to realise that 
the unfortunate uprising in Spain, and conse
quently the inability of the Spanish shipper to 
provide his usual complement of V alencias to 
the United Kingdom-that, alone, can be 
credited with whatever premium our lexia 
growers receive this year, over and above the 
average annual United Kingdom return under 
normal conditions. 

THE SEEDED RAISIN 

The SNtth African Cape raisin is a good 
seller, and took good orders this year, sup
planting a proportionate tonnage of lexias 
thereby-price, again, the factor. United 
Kingdom tastes cannot possibly be judged on 
our own likes and dislikes, consequently, al
though we may find it feasible and profitable 
to popularis,e the seeded raisin in Australia
on the contrary, United Kingdom buyers may 
not prove to be interested. If the industry can 
develop a satisfactory demand for a packet! 
seede-d raisin trade in England, such as would 
appear to be possible in Canada, whilst we en
joy the benefit of a preferential t'ariff, then the 
prospects of lexia growers would be brighter 
than they have been for a long time. Without 
any advances in the seeded raisin position, we 
must expect that, when things are again nor
mal in Spain, we will be once molie limited 

It is regretted that the Editor, Mr. John 
H. Gordon, is at present indisposed, and 
and as a result this issue of the .. News" 
has been delayed. 

Mr. Gordon hopes to have recovered in 
time to take ov,er the editorship again for 
the January issue. 

to a tonnage of around about 800 to 1000 
tons of lexias for annual disposal in the United 
Kingdom, at a prospective payable price to 
producers. 

Our heavier sales in London this season were 
made during a period when dealers were forced 
to believe that there was considerable doubt as 
to whether they would be handling any valen
cias, and their belief in this connection became 
so strengthened that the position was taken 
advantage of by our Dried Fruits Board in 
London, when it is noted that, on one day, 
lexia prices, according to quality, ranged from 
37/ to 42/, whilst, the following day, the ap
praisement value of similar quality fruit was 
increased by apporximately £10 per ton. 

PRODUCE A BETTER RAISIN 

The condition of the lexia continues to im
prove, and the combined effort of the Aus
tralian grower and packe·r to produce a better 
raisin is meeting with a fair response from the 
trade. Nails, metal and stalks still find it 
possible to intrude, even in packs-the pro
perty of the best-regulated families. Further 
effort should be put forward to remove this 
menace. We are not alone in our metallic 
troubles. Whilst in California, I was inter
ested to note that the elusive nail finds its way 
into the sw.eat boxes carrying raisins from 
grower to packer. Smooth, round pebbles are 
also to be found in goodly numbers. The 
Australian grower and packer each has an ob
ligation to fulfil. Let us co-operate! 

In conclusion, I hope that our Australian 
growers will derive as much interest in read
ing this report on United Kingdom marketing 
and sales, season 1936, as the writer has ex
perienced in observing and recording his im
pressions. 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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MILDURA, DECEMBER 26, 1936 

THE REFERENDUM 

THE date for the referendum has been fixed 
as March 6, 19 3 7, and between now and 

that date it behoves every grower in the indus
try to impress on every friend he has and every 
person -he comes in toUCh. with- the importance 

of the securing a majority for "Yes." 

T
HERE are, no doubt, many electors who 

will vote "No" because that seems to be the 
safe thing to do, but if they are made aware of 
just how seriously a "No" vote will reduce the 
standard of living of every man, woman and 
child· settled in the irrigation settlements along 
the river and to the butter and cheese produc\!Nl' 
all over Australia those tame people will never 
vote .. no." 

THIS referendum on Marketmg is different 
to any refer,endum ever submitted to the 

electors in the past, in this way, that a .. Yes~· 
vote in the past has meant a change in the order 
of things. At the coming referendum a .. No'" 
vote means change, in voting ((Yes" the people 
say the marketing legislation which has been 
operating for the past 12 years shall continue 
and the people vitally affected by that legisla
tion can continue their industries without any 
upheaval. A .. No" vote means drastic changes 
in the welfare of the dried fruit and butter in
dustries, it will definitely imperil the welfare 
of these industries and reduce the standard of 
living of every man, woman and child living 
in the districts where these great exporting in
dustries are the main source of revenue. 

I N Great Britain today organised marketing 

of primary products is considered essential 
to the welfare of the producers-every gallon 
of milk produced is handled by the Milk Board. 
The British Government have not done this 
just for fun. It has been done because the old 
happy-go-lucky distribution was disastrous and 
it was necessary to co-ordinate the distribution 
on National lines for the betterment of both 
producer and consumer. 

A. CAMPAIGN to obtain a 
being organised ·and will 

«Yes,. vote is 

be vigorously 
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pushed during the period before the elec

tion, but probably one of the most' powerful 
appeals will be for the people in the industry 
to write personally to their friends in the cities 
pointing out that there is a grave responsibility 
in any one voting "No," because they will be 
voting the producers and the country workers 
definitely to a lower standard of living without 
any benefit to themselves. 

A.D.F.A. BOARD OF 
MANAGEMENT 

MEETING DISCUSSES MANY MATTERS 

There were present: Messrs. H. D. Howie 
(chairman), P. Malloch, D. C. Winterbottom, 
J. Gordon, E. J. Hudson. J. B. Murdoch, and 
members of council (Messrs. H. R. Jones, W. 
A. Wilkin, A.. L. Johnstone). 

I.t was resolved .. that the minutes of the 
October 26 board meeting be taken as read 
and confirmed." Messrs. Hancock and W cod
ward were re-appointed auditors for twelve 
months ending September 3·0, 1937. 

~rHistory of the Dried Fruits Industry."
Mr. Malloch reported that Mts. Ernestine Hill 
was at present in the Mil dura district, and 
was making good progress in the collection of 
material for the book. It was proposed that 
she would visit Nyah and Woorinen, and early 
in the New Year, would make a tour of the 
districts in South Australia. The secretary 
submitted the memorandum of agreement be
tween the Association and Messrs. Robertson 
and Mullens Ltd., in connection with the pub
lication, which was to have the title "Water to 
Gold." It was decided "that the chairman be 
authorised to sign the agreement, on behalf 
of the Association." 

Apricots-Season 1937.-The secretary sub
mitte-d a preliminary estimate of the pack, 
which showd that the likely A.D.F.A. hand
ling would be 650/750 tons. It was antici
pated that there would be a small percentage 
availa!ble for export, but it was too early to 
make any definite announcement'. 

Red Cliffs Branch.-A letter was received 
from the Red Cliffs branch, passing on the 
following resolution: ~<That with reference to 
the percentage of sub-types in sultanas deliv
ered to sheds handling Red Cliffs fruit for 1936 
season, the secretary be instructed to write to 
head office requesting the Board of Manage
ment to furnish these :figures." It was agreed 
"that the secretary write to packers, asking 
them to supply particulars of the percentages 
of sub-types of Red Cliffs sultanas delivered 
during 1936 season." 

Referendum Propaganda.-lt was felt that 
until the Federal Government announces the 
policy they intend to adopt, it would be ad
visable for the Association to defer taking ac
tion. The Minister for Commerce had invited 
the Association to send a representative to dis
cuss matters with -~im in Sydney on Wednes
day, December 16, and as the result from this 
meeting, it was felt that the Association would 
be better able to formulate plans. The board, 
however, gave consideration to various 
methods of propaganda which could be un
dertaken. 

Terms a1Zd Conditinns of Sale-Season 1937. 
-In view of the fact that forward selling 
is to be abolished, the board gave considera
tion to the terms and conditions of sale for 
season 1937, to bring them into line with the 
altered conditions. 

Agreement With Non-Association Dealers. 
-A discussion took place, regarding the poSi
tion of certain dealers in New South· Wales 
and Victoria, and it was decided to interview 
these firms, with the object of getting them 
to sign the agreement. 

PERSONAL 
Mr. W. Montgomery, of Red Cliffs, has 

been appointed manager of the company re
cently formed to take over the Coomealla 
packing house. This company will be regis
tered by the A.D.F.A. Mr. Montgomery has, 
for several years, been an active member of the 
committee of the Red Cliffs branch of the 
A.D.F.A. 

• * * 
Mr. Farran, who has be·en associated with 

the dried fruits industry for many years, is 
returning to Australia shortly having resigned 
his position with Overseas Farmers Ltd., Lon
don, on account of ill-health. Mr. Farran 
went to London on behalf of the Mildura 
Co-operative Coy. in 1921, and upon that 
company linking up with Overseas Farmers 
he joined this firm to take charge of its dried 
fruits department. Mr. Parsons, who is at 
present visiting the producing areas in Aus
tralia has been appointed to the position. 

• • • 
1vf'r. L. J. Cleary, who has just returned 

from his third visit to our dried fruit markets 
overseas, is particularly impressed with the 
value of the Canadian market to Australia. 
This market is getting close to taking its fuli 
requirements from Australia and the effect of 
such large sales that would otherwise have to 
be made in the U.K. is to place our market
ing authorities in a better position to sell the 
London proportion. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 

The Association vine and tree fruit sales in 
the Commonwealth to the end of November, 
compare with the figures at the same date for 
the two previous years, as follow:-

VINE FRUITS (Tons.) 
1936 1935 

Currants .. ... 2215 2640 
Sultanas .. ... 6116 6587 
Lexias .. .. 1884 2616 

-- --
Totals •. .. . 10215 11843 

TREE FRUITS (Tons.) 
1936 

Apricots . . . . 675 
Nectarines . . . . . 22 
Peaches . . . . . . . 198 
Pears . . . . . . . . 75 

Totals . . . . . 970 

PRUNES 

1935 
498 

24 
182 

70 

774 

1934 
2494 
6000 
2230 
--

10724 

1934 
379 

14 
108 

44 

545 

The Commonwealth sales to November 30, 
1936, were 1370 tons, compared with 1133 
tons at the corresponding time last year. 

lUver Murray Broodcasters Ltd.-A letter 
was received from Mr. C. S. Ruston, Renmark, 
giving particulars of a slogan competition 
over Station 5RM, on the subject of uWhy 
we should vote •yes' for the Referendum," 
and asking whether the Association could see 
their way to donate the prizes. It was decided 
.. that the Association find the prize money.n 

Trade Marks.-Letters were received from 
our patent attorneys advising that certain 
British, Australian and New Zealand Trade 
Marks would expire shortly and asking whether 
the Association desired to renew them. The 
. boatd decided ·to renew the Trade Marks for 
the word «Sun-Raysed,n , but not the 
••A.D.FA." device. 

Next Board Meeting.-The next board meet
ing will be held on Thursday, January 21, 
1937. 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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SEASON 1937 APRICOTS 
Indications point to a world's shortage in 

apricots following failure of the crops in South 
Africa and a lowe·r than average production in 
Australia and California. Australia is not an 
important factor in the overseas markets but 
the reduction of the South Africnn crop to 
30 per cent. of the normal yield mm~, in view 
of the position in California, ~ause a revisiOil 
of values and advice is now being awaited 
from London of opening quotations for new 
crop. South African markets, generally, arc 
bare of stocks and a strong demand can h·~ 
expected as soon as supplies are available. 
Growers are strongly re·commended to market 
their current crop of apricots through Asso
ciation channels, thereby assuring themselves 
of the full advantage of any increased values 
which may be secured in the marketing of the 
1937 pack of apricots. 

INCREASED SALES IN THE 
COMMONWEALTH 

A.D.F.A. Gains In The 
Percentage Of Pack 

The 193 6 season for vine fruits from a ton
nage point of view was $atisfactory, apart from 
currants, the total estimated yield being 
62,765 tons, compared with 66,904 tons in 
1935, and 68,678 .tons in 1934. The esti
mated pack of currants this year is only 12,148 
tons, a.s against the record pack in 1935 of 
21,018 tons. This variety suffered severely 
from rain damage in the early part of the 
season. The harvesting period for sultanas 
and lexias was quite satisfactory. 

The estimated yield of vine fruits in the 
Commonwealth for season 1936, according to 
latest official advices, is:-

Victoria ... 
South Aus. 
N.S.W ... 
West Aus. 

Cur. Sul. 
Tons. Tons. 

3950 30,005 
5400 8,581 

715 4,656 
2083 466 

12,148 43,708 

Lex. 
Tons. 
4398 
1830 

397 
284 

6909 

Ttl. 
Tons. 

38,353 
15,811 

5,768 
2,833 

62,765 

The assoc1atmn agents report a pack of: 
Currants, 10,630 tons; sultanas, 41,130 tons; 
Iexias, 6390 tons; total, 58,150 tons. 

On the foregoing figures the percentage of 
the vine fruits which will be handled by the 
association is: Currants, 87.5 per cent.; sul
tanas, 94.1 per cent.; lexias, 92.4 per cent.; or 
92.6 per cent. of the total crop, as compared 
with 92.3 per cent. in 1935. 

TREE FRillTS 
The undermentioned table gives the esti

mated pack of the various varieties for season 
1936, together with the quantity of each 
variety handled by the association. 

P1·unes __ 
Apricots .. 
Peaches .. 
Nectarines 
Pears ........ . 

Ttl. Pack A.D.F.A. 
Tons. Tons. 

2027 1656 
1460 1024 

450 318 
56 40 

241 184 

4234 3222 
The total net A.D.F.A. sales for the Com

monwealth (figures in tons) were:-

1935 
Currants . . • . .. • • . . • . . • . . 3207 
Sultanas . . .. . . .. • . . . . . . . 7316 
Lexias . . . . . . • . • • . • . . • . __ 2923 
Apricots • . . . . • .. • • . . .. o. 516 
Peaches • . . . . . . . • • . • • . • . 213 
Nectarines . . __ . . . . . . . 25 
Pears ......•.•••• 0. • • • • 72 
Prunes . . • • o • • • • • o o • • • • 14Q4 

15676 

The increase in the several fruits being (the 
first figure represents the 193 5 sales and the 
second the increase over those of 1934) :

Currants, 3207-55 tons; sultanas, 7316-

Renmark Branch A.D.F.A. 
MR. HOWIE'S ADDRESS 

The annual meeting of the Renmark branch 
of the Australian Dried Fruits Association 
was held under the presidency of Mr. C. Rus
ton in the Renmark Institute, when the mem
bers were addressed by the chairman of the 
Board of Management, Mr. H. D. Howie, on 
the Commonwealth referendum and the meas
ures taken to have orderly marketing during 
the coming season. 

Mr. Howie stressed the fact that the pro
posed amendment only sought to make possible 
the protection t"o the industry that had been 
lost as a result of the Privy Council's decision 
in the James case. Renmark growers had 
£300,000 at stake, which was a big sum 
and might mean a difference between profit 

sirable they had no alternative but to support 
the r.eferendum proposals. 

All that was being asked for was what the 
South Australian Government had given be
fore, and he offered no apology for pledging 
the A.D.F.A.'s full support to the "Yes" vote. 
He described the common agreement for safe
guarding the industry during the coming sea
son. The new voluntary agreement was made 
much wider than anticipated, and after being 
drawn up by a meeting of traders concerned 
had been submitted to a me·~ting held the pre
vious Tuesday. Certain dealers did not attend 
that meeting, and the date has been extended. 

Mr. Howie said he was sorry he could not 
make an open statement as· to who had signed 

THE REFERENDUM 
WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS 

It has been suggested that every person whose livelih()Qd depends on. dried fruits 
(to deal with our own case) should make a point of writing to, at least, a dozen of 
his or her friends, giving the simple facts of the case and the principle involved. It is 
being proved that there is a lamentable ignorance of the matter on the part qf the gen
eral public. Platform speakers, the Pres·s and circulars will, ~o doubt, be used by 
both sides but, personal contact with, or a private letter to, a friend will do more to 
convince than all the welter of controversy. By this means it should be possible "to con
tact with 100,000 votes with good result's. Let every interested person, and this ap
plies to workers, traders, oil companies, insurance firms, professional men, in short all 
those who are concerned in the welfare of our industry, make it a duty. A little time 
. .. a few stamps ... and it is done. All the main features of our case are to be 
found in this paper and advice is always available. The success of the referendum is a 
most vital matter to the industry. Without it we will be forced to depend on some 
system of excise and bounty or sales tax which must, obviously, be in constant dan
ger of attack as political influence changes over the years 0 •• orderly marketing will 
be most difficult under these conditions and no stability can be assured. This is the 
last chance to have, by referendum, a restoration for all time the security of the re
cent legislation that has built the industry to what it is today • . . a living for the 
settler, Australian wages for the worker and security for the trader and .others .depen
dent on its welfare. 

and loss. In South Australia the most serious 
effect o£ a reduction of prices to world parity 
that would be threatened in the absence of 
control would be felt in currants, while in New 
South Wales the prune growers would suffer 
most. 

The A.D.F.A., stated Mr. Howie, had defi
nitely not profiteered behind the tariff protec
tion granted to the industry, for, from 1914 
to the present time there· had been a variation 
of only fd per lb. to the Australian public 
in the price of 3-crown sultanas, which were 
the main selling line. The Association had 
considered an alternative excise scheme, but 
the arrangement that would mean the least 
upset to the present position was that of im
posing an excise on all dealers who would not 
subscribe to a quota.. The other scheme, that 
of excise bounty, had not been altogether 
dropped by the Association, but when turned 
down by the Federal Government as uncle-

1934 1933 1932 1931 1930 1929 
3152 2935 3181 2938 2986 2698 
6725 6244 6500 5682 7754 6549 
2719 2438 2570 2410 2170 2440 

424 539 546 306 
131 190 135 135 
18 23 7 17 
56 61 72 75 

1125 1008 
- -- -- -- -- -

14350 134~8 13011 11563 12910 11687 

591; lexias, 2923-204; apricots, 516-92; 
peaches, 213~82; nectarines, 25-7; pears, 
72-16; prunes, 1404-279. A. total increase 
of 1326 tons. 

and who had not. Meetings were being held in 
all centres and they were upholding the prin
ciples of. the Association's workings. In other 
States agreement as to export had either ·defi
nitely been reached or would be ,and so South 
Australia had become the storm centre for the 
agreement as well as the referendum. 

The following resolutions were carried with
out dissent:-

That this me'eting Of Renmark growers 
supports the Federal Government's referen
dum :proposals on marketing, and individually 
pledges itself to do its utmost to obtain a 
majority for "Yes." 

That this meeting of Renmark ;;rowers 
supports the proposed voluntary agreement 
between dealers in dried fruits, and recom· 
mends that all fruit-growers be asked to 
support those dealers who are signatorie,s to 
this agrement. 

It was also agreed to request the local branch 
of the R.S.A. to negotiate with the A.D.F.A. 
executive with a view of circularising all other 
sub-branches asking them to support the «yes" 
vote at the referendum. 

On the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. C. 
Mackie, an Association member from Red 
Cliffs, of which branch he had at one time 
been president, spoke briefly on the onus of the 
A.D.F.A. and its activities- and strength in his 
returned soldiers' settlement. They were at all 
times pleased to acknowle·dge M_r. Howie aS a 
leader, ho added. 

In the general business it was moved and 
carried that a member of the executive who 
sold any fruit whatsoever .. outside" should 
automatically forfeit his seat on the executive. 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 



10 THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, DECEMBER 26, 1936 

Victorian A.L.P. Executive Favors Referendum 
Letter Sent By The Mildura Branch Of The 

Party To All Unions 
By 10 votes to 9 the executive Victorian Branch of the Australian Labor Party has 

decided to instruct its delegat,es to the Federal Executive to vote in favor of the Govern
ment's proposal for a referendum on marketing. 

The decision was r,eached last Friday, but was kept secret. It had been strongly opposed 
by industrialists, who desired to incorporate in the referendum an appeal for incr.eased 
industrial powers, and the"ir inability to enforce their will may have important reactions 
in the Labor movement. 

This information is heartening to those in 
the industry and there is some reason to antici
pate that support will come from Queensland 
and that Labor, realising the justice of the 
case for the man on the land and the protec
tion from any exploitation under control, will, as 
stated- by several grower members of the Fed
eral Council who are solid Labor supporters, 
vote for a principle that gives the Australian 
price for the products that are produced and 
sold under Australian conditions. 

It is pleasing to know that the lvfildura 
branch of the Party is so fully seized with the 
necessity of a "Yes" vote for the sake of those 
in the Dried Fruits Industry, both growers and 
workers, that it has decided to circularise· all 
unions in Australia. The letter is as follows:-

ln asking for your support for a "Yes" vote 
at the coming referendum,. we feel it is essen
tial we should set out certain facts regarding 
the dried fruits industry from which the work
,ers in the Mildura and other areas along the 
River Murray obtain their living, and allow 
you to judge the disastrous effect a "No" vote 
will h-ave on our welfare. 

.The dried fruits industry was established 
under the protection policy of the Australian 
colonies in 1887, at which time there was a 
customs duty of 2d per lb. against imported 
dried fruit. 

The secondary industries of Australia have 
all been established under Australia's protection 
policy, and the Australian standards of wages 
are made possible only by the tariff policy. 

The secondary industries of Australia pro
duce only for the Commonwealth market, this 
is proved by statistics which show that only 
four per cent: of Australia's exports. are sup
plie·d by the secondary industries. 

The dried fruits industry exports to world's 
markets 80 per cent. of its production. The 
home market is capable only of absorbing 20 
per cent. of the production, but the industry 
pays to the workers wages based on the Com
monwealth Arbitration Court award covering 
the industry. 

EFFECTiVE USE OF TARIFF 

Wages in 1888 were 6/ per day; in 1912 
7/ per day, and 1930 11/6 per day; water 
rates in 1912 were 25/ per acre and today they 
are 60/ per acre. In 1912 export was 10 per 
cent., and in 1936 80 per cent. Can anyone 
say the industry is exploiting? 

California has allowed the de·aler a glorious 
freedom with the result that growers received 
as low as £7 per ton for their sultanas and 
the sequel is that 140,000 acres have now gone 
out of production. 

NO EXPLOITATION 
The industry, although protected by a duty 

of 6d per lb., has never attempted to exploit 
the Australian public, and a comparison of 
actual Commonwealth and export sales over 
the past :five y;ears show that the premium the 
growers received from the Commonwealth sales 
was as follows:-

Currants .... !.6d lb. 
Sultanas .... 1.9d lb. 
Lexias . .... 0.6d lb. 

The Commonwealth sales have averaged un
der 20 per cent. of the total crop, therefore 
the industry has only reoeived an effective 
protection of less than 2d per lb. on, one-fifth 
of its production, but that premium has helped 
to stabilise the industry at times when some 
foreign country has sold their fruit in world 
markets at ruinous prices. 

On the 80 per cent. sold in the export mar
kets the industry has had to take the world 
parity prices and all the fruit oroduced has 
been sold. 

The industry has successfully carried on 
under this system of control for the past 
12 years, but the recent Privy Council deci
sion in the James case has declared the Com
monwealth le·gislation to be invalid and the 
result is that the control breaks down bec:.mse 
no Government in Australia has any power 
to legislate for the good government of inter
state" trade. 

If a "No" vote is recorded at the referen
dum it simply means that if 99 per cent. of 
the growers in the industry agree to export 80 
per cent. of their crop, and by orderly market
ing make 2d per lb. of the duty provided under 
the tariff for the protection of the industry, 
any one grower who will not agree to export 

can market the whole of his crop in the shel
tered home market and make a fortune· for 
himself while the organised growers are mak
ing just a living and Hrfficient to pay the 
workers the Arbitration Court wage·s. Is such 
a position right? 

If a «No" vote is recorded the only way 
the 99 pe1· cent. of growers could prevent 
such an iniquitous position arising would be 
to sell the whole crop at the price returnable 
by the lowest export market and reduce the 
standard of living of everybody in the industry 
to the Eastern European and Asiatic standards> 
which would include us: 

YOUR OWN INDUSTRY 
We will ask you to ask yourselves to pic~ 

ture what would happen to your industry if 
the Commonwealth Government announced 
that on March 1, 1937. all the protective duties 
under the tariff would be abolishe·d, and after 
that date every secondary industry would have 
to compete against Imported goods without 
any protection. 

Think it out. It is almost certain that 
Australia's secondary industries would be· non
existent in six months' time and not one worker 
would be engaged in your industry. 

Fellow workers, that is the position which 
faces the drie·d fruit industry if a "No" vote 
is recorded at the referendum. 

This position would apply not only to the 
dried fruits industry in Mildura, but to every 
union in the Trades and Labor Council be
cause the dried fruit industry is the back
bone of the district'. In the river areas the 
crash of the dried fruit industry would mean 
the crash of everything because there is no
thing to put in its place. 

We will now set out the value of the dried 
fruit industry to industrial labor. Every union 
has an interest in Mildura and the river irriga
tion settlements. They are small in area, but 
their importance to industry in Australia is 
much greater than their area suggests. 

The dried fruits industry is practically con
fined to the irrigation settlements of Mildura, 
Red Cliffs, Merbein, Nyah, Woorinen, Curlwaa, 
Coomealla, Bungunyah, Goodnight, Renmark, 
Berri, Barmera, Waikerie, Cadell, Moorok and 
Kingston, along the River MUrray, and oc
cupies "waste land," land where the average· 
rainfall is 7 to 10 inches. It occupies only 
50,000 acres of land, but that area under irri
gation produces more annual value than 
100,000,000 acres of similar and adjoining land 
under wool, the only other industry possible in 
7 to 1 0-inch rainfall country. 

RELATIVE VALUES 
The district of Mildura, comprising 30,00(} 

acres, produces more value from the land than 
the 80,000,000 acres of the Western Division 
of New South Wales. It carries a population 
of 18,000 people and more than three times 

The Scullin Government gave the dried fruit 
industry a protection of 6d per lb. against 
imported fruit, and the State Governments 
of Victoria, South Australia, Western Aus
tralia and New South Wales, and the Com
monwealth Government passed Dried Fruit" Acts 
which enabled the industry to make effective 
use of the tariff on that portion of the produc
tion which -was sold in Australia. OIDIUM 

Under the Acts the State Dried Fruit Boards 
were empowered to fix a quota of the crop 
which could be sold in Australia with the object 
that every grower should receive his equitable 
share of the sales in the protected home market, 
and also advising the quantity of fruit which 
it would- be necessary to export in order to 
clear the crop. This materially assisted the 
efforts to organise the marketing of the export 
quota. 

Imported sultanas from Smyrna could not 
be sold to growers at less than 7d per lb. away 
back in 1888. In 1912 the price to grocers 
was 7 d per lb., and during the last three years 
similar grade fruit has been sold at 6fd, 6td 
and 7M per lb. 

Is easily and economically controlled with 

Cooper's Colloidal Sulphur 
Mix it with your BORDINETTE, and thus save 

time and money, 

OBTAINABLE AT ALL PACKING SHEDS 

In 7-lb. Jars and 28-lb. Kegs 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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the primary production population of that 
80,000,000 acres. 

The 50,000 acres under dried fruit supports 
a population of 40,000 people directly and 
many more indirectly. It affords the finest 
example of close-r settlement possible to think 
of; there is a home on every 15 to 20 acres, 
and the annual production is worth £3,500,000, 
and the capital investment in pumping sta
tions, channels, planting and bringing vine 
land into production amounting to £7.500,000. 

It affords permanent employment for several 
thousand workers1 and seasonal employment 
at harv,esting for another 6000. If the dried 
fntit industry crashes this land could only 
return to wool and the 50,000 acres under wool 
would not support 100 people. 

The industrial unions are directlv interested 
in the weHare of the dried fruit i~dustry be
cause the irrigation areas are good buyers from 
the industrial centres. 

UNION AFFECTED 
The industry itself buys large quantities of: 

Fe·rtilisers (super, blood and bone), sulphate 
of ammonia, box timber, hardwood, pinus in
signis, chaff, bran and pollard, briquette·s, 
structional steel, galvanised iron, fencing wire, 
barbed wire, wire netting, cement, spraying 
chemicals, farming implements, oil engines, 
electric motors, machinery, farm waggons, 
motor trucks, motor cars, bricks and tiles, 
drainage tiles, petrol, oil and kerose·ne, crude 
oil, saddlery, leather, nails and screws, railways, 
distributing merchants, banking, msurance, 
etc., clerical work, waterside workers, inter
state shipping, overseas shipping. 

Unions interested are: Fertiliser Workers, Gas 
Workers, Timber Workers, Country Timber 
Workers, S.A. Country Timber \\7orkers, Flour
millers' Union, Steel Workers, Cement Workers 
Chemical Workers, Implement Workers. If 
this industry fails it affects every man in these 
unions. 

;There is then the domestic requirements of 
the 40,000 people directly supported by the in
dustry, and this brings in numerous other in
dustries and unions: Flour mills, sugar indus
try and butter industry (both vitally affected 
by the necessity for a "Yes" vote), clothing 
industry, canned fruits and jams, confectionery, 
biscuits, furniture trades, electroplate, radio 
industry, druggists and chemists, boots and 
shoes, :extile workets, rope and cordage, paint 
a.nd varnishes, builders' hardware, electrical 
trades, printing trade. In fact, every phase of 
industry profes-sions and services is affected by 
any dislocation of this industry and the wel
fare of the river settlements. 

You will be tOld the river towns are pros
perous and progressive. They are, but it is the 
big distribution of the value earned by the 
.dried fruit industry which makes the towns 
prosperous and progressive. 

The industry is not a wealthy one. It is 
Australia's peasant industry of small holdings 
.designed for the grow,er to work the area he 
occupies, or in other ·vtords a living area in
-dustry. The average holding per grower would 
not exceed 17 acre·s and there are very few 
areas exceeding 6 0 acres. 

An analysis of the income tax returns of 
294 growers in the lv!ildura district are il
luminating and interesting:-

Gross proc,eeds from fruit £208,112 
Actual expen. on production-

Fodder...... ...... ... .. ...... .... £11,734 
Manure 11,889 
Wages.................. 54,913 
Water and Shire rates 21,934 
Repairs . 4,401 
Cartage 2,219 
Spraying 3,061 
Harvesting material 

and fuel ..... 5,4 3 7 
Cases, packing fresh 

sundry amounts 
Drainage 
Interest 
Motor truck ex;es. 
Depreciation plant and 

trellises 

6,247 
3,311 

13,241 
4,934 

12,307 
15 5,628 

Net income of 294 growers £52,500 

This equals a return of £180 per growet for 
his labor and interest on capital invested. 

Some growers received more than the aver
age, but a big proportion le"ss. These figures· 
prove the contention that the industry is not 
a wealthy one from the point of vieW of the 
grower, but is a great distributor of the wealth 
it produces. 

A "No" vote will definitely reduce the earn
ing of the grower, and as the income tax 
returns quoted show that the grower this year 
rreceived only the "basic wage" himself, any 
reduction of the industry's earning capacity 
will render it almost impossibLe to pay Arbi
tration Court wages. to the worker. 

This industry supports the railways. In tran
sport arrangements it is 100 per cent, railway. 

There is a grave responsibility on the elec
tors. By voting "Ye-s" they ensure that the 
dried fruit industry can carry on in the same 
manner as it has during the past 12 years. 
Every grower will receive his equitable share 
of t.he sheltered home market and assure the 
best possible result being obtained from the 
various export markets wher.e preferences and 
exchanges vary so much that nothing but com
plete control can assure the best results. 

There are 4 5 00 childr.en between five and 
fifteen in the primary schools in the Mildura 
district, many of them the children of the 
workers. 'Xle cannot imagine that our fellow 
workers will do anything which must reduce 
the standard of living of these children. 

Finally, we ask you to work for a "Yes" 
vote when the referendum is taken. 

At the Decembel' Board of Management 
meeting arrangements were made for the 
Board to be represented at a confere·nce 
in Sydney with Messrs. Earle Page and R. 
G. Menzies. The Board also discussed ar
rangements for organisation in regard to 
the referendum on behalf of the A.D.F.A. 

A full stat'ement will appear in the next 
issue of the <tNews" setting out details of 
the arrangements. for the intensive cam
oai£n that will be launc-hed for a "Yes" 
vote. The A.D.F.A. will naturally take a 
leading part in the campaign, and growers 
are urged to do eve!ything in their power 
to obtain affirmative votes at the referen-
dum. , 

'UtttttttUtttutttttttUIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIUtltttlltltlltlllrtltiiiiUttiiiiiiiUIIIIIIIUUttr: 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
STATE BOARD 

11 

The State Board met on November 24, 
1936, when all the members were present. 

Following the reports from the grading in .. 
specters for the season 1936, the secretary was 
directed to notify all packers calling on 
them to give fourteen ( 14) days' notice in 
writing to the board of the date of re·sump
tion of packing operations in new season's 
fruit. 

In the matter of the proposed agreement 
betwe·en the State Boards, the A.D.F.A. and 
registered dealers, the chairman reported that 
the committee appointed at the Ministees 
Conference on October 21, 1936, had had 
several sessions and definite arrangements had 
been expressed in the agreement for the mar
keting of the 1937 season's crop. The com
mittee had unanimously recommended the 
agreement for adoption. He further reported 
the Minister had c:alled a conference· of dealers 
at 10.30 a.m. this day. It was resolved that 
the board agrees to become a party to the 
agreement and that the chairman be author
ised to execute the document on behalf of the 
board. The board adjourned to attend the 
conference called by the Minister at the con
clusion of which the session was resumed. 

In regard to the recommended increase in 
the home quota for prunes from 75 per cent. 
to 8'7f pe·r cent., it was noted that the New 
South Wales Board had agreed to the proposal 
and on receipt of the approval of the Vic
torain Board, the secretary was directed to 
publish the determination. 

The advice of the Victorian Board of the 
appointment of Mr. Parker Moloney as chair
man, "vice" Mr. ]. M. Balfour; resigned, was 
noted, together with letter from Mr. Balfour 
to the chairman thanking the board for past 
courtesies. The chairman intimated he had re
plied on behalf of the board conveying the 
members~ congratulations to Mr. Balfour on 
his election to the Victorian State Parliament. 

Reports of investigation officers on inquiries 
into alleged unlawful trading were noted and 
the position of registered dealers in relation to 
the State quotas was reviewed. Applications 
for packing house and dealers' registrations 
were also dealt with. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
Listen in to your own Station 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7 to 7.15 
p.m. (South Australian Time) every 

Monday Night 
Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers. 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Registered Office: 29 Rundle Street, 
Adelaide. 

Local Manager : Box 231 , Berri, S.A. 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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A Note On The Effect Of 
Sulphuring The Sultana Vine 

OVERSEAS SALES 
The following are the figures of overseas 

sales of Australian dried fruits to December 
19:-

By J. E. Thomas, B.Sc., B.Agr.Sc., B.V.Sc., Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein SULTANAS 

Several viticultural writerst suggest that the 
practice of applying sulphur dust to the vine has 
disadvantages additional to its action as a speci
fic for the control of powdery mildew. It is 
stated than an application at flowering time re
sults in a beuer set of fruit, more particularly 
so in the case. of varieties such as the Muscat of 
Alexandria, which is often subject to "coulure" 
or faulty setting. It has also been claimed 
that this practice, when carried out consistently 
through the season, hastens maturation of the 
fruit. It was decided to investigate the mat
ter. 

An area of vines in which oidium had been 
known to occur for some years was selected 
for experime·nt. At flowering time, on Novem
ber 8, 19-32, twenty random blocks were marked 
out along a line perpendicular to the direction 
of a slight breeze then prevailing. Each block 
consisted of two vines-control and sulphured. 
By means of a blower, the sulphur dust was 
then applied to the latter vines. N01 further 
applications were made that season. At har
vest time, a small amount of oidium was noted. 
The yields of the fresh fruit from- ,each vine 
were recorded, and, in addition, a composite 
sample, selected from at least twenty bunches, 
was taken from .each vine. The juice· was then 
expressed and a specific gravity determination 
made with a Beaume spindle. This can be used 
as an index to maturation. The results are 
shown in Table 1:-

Treatment. 

Control . 
Sulphured 

TABLE 1 

M,ean Yield of 
Fresh Fruit. 

60.9 lb. 

70~0 lb. 

Mean .Specific 
Gravity of 

Juice. 

11.00° Beaume 
11.00° Beaume 

The application of sulphur significantly in
creased yield without influencing the specific 
gravity of the juice. 

Bioletti has suggested (loc. cit.) that the 
mechanical effect of sulphur dust may favor
ably influence setting: In order to determine 
whether the increase in yield obtained above 
could be attributed to oidium control or to a 
better setting of the fruit as suggested abov,e, 
an experiment was carried out in the following 
season. In this case, there were 24 replications 
of three treatments:-(e) control, (b) sul
phur~d, 'and (c) dusted with kaolin-a fine 
powder of no fungiCidal properties. The dusts 
w,ere applied at flowering time-November 6, 
1933. In order, if possible, to eliminate oidium 
as a complicating factor, two additional sul
phurings were given to all the vines-the first 
10 days, and the second 28 days later. A care
ful examination failed to disclose any indica
tion of oidium either during the season or at 
harvest. The results are shown in Table 2:-

Treatment 

Control • . . 
Sulphur-dusted 
Kaolin-dust,ed 

TABLE 2 

Mean Yield of 
Fresh Fruit 

54.0 lb. 
54.0 lb~ 
54.5 lb. 

Mean .Specific 
Gravity of 

Juice 

10.55° Beaume 
·10.55° Beaume 
10.80° Beaume 

Neither of the results of the two treatments 
differed significantly from the control. 

:The effects of regular applications were 
studied in the next season. The two treat
ments-control and sulphured-wefe arranged 
on Student's abba system with 33 replications 
of each treatment. .The sulphur was applied in 
the form of a suspension of colloidal sulphur 

at the rate of 4lb. per 100 gallons on the fol
lowing dates:-Ilth and 17th October, 7th 
November, 5th and 19th December, 1934, and 
12th January, 193 5. The vines were harvested on 
26th February, on which date every difference 
in maturation should be reflected in dry weight. 
In this season also, a careful search disclosed no 
evidence of oidium infection. At harvest time, 
specific gravity determinations were not made; 
instead, after the individual yields of fresh fruit 
were secured, the whole of the fruit from each 
treatment was put together, dried, and weighed. 
The results are shown in Table 3:-

TABLE 3 

Treatment. 
Fresh Fruit Dried Fruit 

I
. Mean Yield ofl Mean Yield of 

----~--- , ________ __ 
Control . 
Sulphured 

49~3 lb I 13~4 lb 

44.7 lb~ 1 13.1 lb. 

No significant difference in fresh fruit yields 
was obtained, and the difference in dried 
weights was smaller still. In the absence of 
oidium, regular sutphuring does not appear to 
influence yield. 

The general. result of the three experiments 
would therefore indicate that any increase in 
yild as the result' of sulphuring can be attribu
ted to its specific action controlling oidium. 

tPerold, A. I. "Treatise on Viticulture" (Mc
Millan and Co., 1927, p, 459). 
Bioletti, F. T. "Oidium of the Vine." 'Cal. 

Agr .. Exptl. Stn. Bull., No. 186 (1907). 
Castella, F de, and Brittlebank, C . .C. •'Oidi

um of the Vine." Vic. Dept. of Agric., 
Bull. No. 50 (1924). 

VICTORIAN STATE BOARD 

Mr. Parker Maloney Appointed Chairman 
The Minister for Agriculture has announced 

the appointment of Mr. T. Parker Moloney, 
former Minister for Markets, as chairman of 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, in succes
sion to Mr. Balfour, M.L.C. 

:Mr. Hogan said that in his control of the 
Federal Department of Markets during the 
regime of the Scullin Government Mr. Molo
ney was associated with several export control 
boards, including the Dried Fruits Board. He 
had attended the Imperial Conference, and had 
also visited Canada. 

Shipped 

Sold 
19,174 tons. 

18,617 tons 

Unsold 5 57 tons 
Average Price, £42/16/3 

Shipped 

Sold 

1-Jnsold 

CURRANTS 

4,369 tons. 

4,057 tons. 

A vcrage Price, 
312 tons. 

£30/7/6 

Shipped 

Sold 

Unsold 

LEXIAS 

2,275 tons. 

1,782 tons. 

493 tons. 

Average Price £43/11/2 

WEST AUSTRAUAN VISITOR TO 
FEDERAL COUNCIL 

The chairman (Mr. Johnstone), at the 
me·eting of the Federal Council, in welcoming 
Mr. H. H. Smith, of Dried Fruits Ltd., Perth 
(W.A.), said· that their visitor had always 
been of great help to the Association with his 
advice and information. Mr. Smith said that 
he was glad to be able to be present. In 
Weste'rn Australia they were only a small sec
tion of the industry but, even so, any disrup
ture must be of concern. They had fought 
for statutory control earlier than the Eastern 
States, but were not able to obtain it until the 
demand came from those States. He did not 
think that the new plantings in his State 
would be a menace to the industry, most of 
the plantings being in non-dryin..,. varieties. 
He felt that much good work could be done 
in the West by sending over leading men from 
the East on a deputation to the Premier of 
Western Australia. Some time ago, Mr. Col
lier, who was then Premier, had declared that 
he would not, on any account, favor an alter
ation to Section 92, but would not be opposed 
to an alteration under which the State would 
not lose any of its powers. The proposed 
amendment would not take any powers from 
the States. Opinion in Western Australia was 
that the initiative ('for marketing legislation) 
should remain with the States, but that, under 
the present proposal, the Commonwealth could 
initiate marketing legislation. 

LYSAGHT'S 
100% "Australian Made" 100% 

Wire Netting 
Fencing Wire Barbed Wire 

Wire Nails 
Our Netting and other products are knnwn through 

highest standard. 
the Commonwealth as of the 

~anufactured by: 

LYSAGHT BROS. & CO. LTD. 
17-19 Bridge Street, Sydney Works: Paramatta River 

Agents for Vict<>ria and South Australia: Gibbs, Bright & Co. 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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History Of The Dried Fruits Industry 
BOOK TO BE PUBLISHED 

The Federal Council endorsed the proposal 
by the Board of Management to publish a 
book on the history of the industry. It was 
freely stated by delegates that such a book 
would supply a long-felt need, 

Speaking on the matter, Mr. Malloch, who 
has acted for the board in the preliminary ar
rangements, said that in 1'8·.87 the Mildura 
irrigation settlement was commenced by the 
Chaffey brothers. About the same time Ren
mark was begun. The golden jubilee of those 
districts and of the establishment of the dried 
fruits industry in Australia should be marked 
in some way. Those districts had developed 
from the pioneering settlements to soldier set
tlements under the repatriation scheme. There 
was a very romantic history in the pioneering 
of the settlements. The pioneers were gradu
ally passing away, and with them was being 
lost some of the romantic history that should 
be preserved for generations to come. The 
-settlement of returned soldiers in the· industry 
had been one of the most successful things 
done by the Government of Australia. In the 
progress of irrigation, in the treatment of the 
soil, in vine culture, ·and in the handling of 
fruit-both by the growers and the packing 
houses-they had solved problems that it had 
~ot been necessary to face in other parts of 
the world. Theirs were the only districts in 
the world in which sultanas, currants and 
lexias were grown successfully together. 

AUSTRALIAN SULTANAS BEST IN THE 
WORLD 

Australian sultanas, continued Mr. Malloch, 
were the best in the world, having regard to 
the common factor of quality-fruit sugar 

conrenr. They should rell the world something 
about rheir sultanas. There was the idea in 
England that the things that came .out of the 
Dominions were crude and rough, and riot tO 
be compared with what came from the older 
countries. It was time that they told the 
people who dealt with dried fruits on the other 
side something of the magnitude of the in
dustry and of the quality of Australian dried 
fruits. 

They had built up in conjunction with their 
industry a remarkable system of marketing
a system of marketing and control that was 
unique in the history of world production. 
Many of- 'these matters had been put on record 
l.Il journals, but it appeared to the board of 
the A.D.F.A. that the jubilee of the industry 
was an occasion they might mark by publish
ing a history of its development and the story 
of the solution of its problems. 

THE COST 
They had discussed the cost of publishing 

mch ·a history. To publish 6000 coPies of a 
book of 119,000 words, in ordinary novel 
type, with de luxe binding in double cloth and 
gilt lettering on the cover, would cost £2000. 
The packing companie·s had been asked by cir
cular for an expression of opinion as to the 
possibilities of selling and distributing copies 
to growers, and a very favorable response had 
been received. The board considered that it 
could sell 3200 copies to packing companies 
for their growers, bringing in a revenue of 
£800. The Export Control Board had defi
nitely supported the proposal. It believed 
rhar. the book would be one of the best ad
vertisements the Australian dried fruits in-

"WARATAH" Brand for 
The Man on the Land 

"W ARATAH" PRODUCTS ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
FROM THE IRON ORE TO THE FENCE 

Keep Australian Workmen Employed. An 
assured Home Corisumption is your best mar
ket. 

Australians consume 60% of the total pri
mary production of the Commonwealth. 
A week's work for four Australian Work
men is created every time a mile of Au~tralian 
Netting is sold. 

THEREFORE 

-Specify 'Waratah' Brand 
WIRE NETTING 

TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
HINGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

ETC., ETC. 
AND SEE YOU GET IT 

Sold by All Leading Storekeepers 
MADE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 

B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS BROS. <Aust.) LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 422 Lit. Collins St., Melbourne 

Rylanjs Stand Behi1zd Their Products 

dustry could have if a copy could be placed 
in the hap.ds of the principal buyers in Canada, 
New Zealand, the East and the United King
dom, drawing their attention tO the romantic 
side Of the industry, and to the fact that Ap.s
tralian dried fruits were something more than 
a little sugar with a skin on it. The Export 
Control Board was therefore willing to take 
1500 copies for £500 and the distributing ag
encies would take 200 copies for £45. The 
packing companies would take a further 5 00 
copie·s at 4/6, or a total of £112, for sale at 
a price they would fix themselves, t~. _em
ployees and district residents. Another sour~e 
of rev,enue would be syndicated overseas maga
zine rights, worth £250 to £300, butestimated 
at a minimum of £250. Further .there· was 
an indication that 1500 copies would be dis
tributed on a royalty basis throughout libra
ries, but as this revenue was uncertain it was 
not' being taken into the calculatiQ~s for the 
inoment. The probable revenue was £1700 
against an outlay of £2000. The board asked 
the Federal Council to endorse its action in 
proceeding with the arra~gements for pUbli
cation, authorising it to d.raw on the -funds of 
the AssociatioA for the deficiency, whic;h might' 
be a little more than £300, although that 
figure was as close as they could indica_te at 
that stage. 

EXPORT SHIPMENTS 1935 
Growers often wonder where Australian 

dried fruit is distributed. The following is a 
list of ports to which Australian diied. fruitS 
have been consigned during the past twefve 
months:-

United Kingdom: London, Liverpool, ·Bris
tol, Glasgow, Hull, Manchester. 

Canada: Montr.eal, Quebec, Halifax, St. 
John, Vancouver. 

U.S.A.: Seattle. 
New Zealand: Auckland, Wellington, New 

Plymouth, Napier, Blenheim, Gisborne, Hast
ings, Wanganui, Greymouth, Westport, 62-
maru, Dunedin, Nelson, L yttleton, Tim ani, 
The Bluff. · -

Africa: Cape Town, Beira, Natal (Mayden 
Wharf), Jibuti, Durban. 

East Indies: :Macassar, Bandoep.g, Sabang, 
Menado, Penang, Belawan Dc:;li, Semarang, 
SOurabaya, Batavia, Singapore, A:rn,bqina; Cheri-
bon. ' 

Phillippine Islands: Sibolga. 
China: Hong Kong, Tientsin, D'airen, 

S\langhai. 
. Siam: Bangkok. .j 

Burma: Rangoon. :; '. · 
India: Karachi, Calcutta, Bombay,. Madras; 

ColombO, Cochin. 
·' Malta: Veletta. 
:.:Mauritius: Port Louis. 

North of Madagascar: Leychelles. 
British Guiana: Georgetown. . u,_, 
West Indies: Trinidad, Grenada, Antigua.; 

Port ~f Spain, Mombasa, Nairobi. 

RED CLIFFS BRANCH 
A.D.F.A. 

At the last meeting of the Red CUffs hi :inch 
of the A.D.F.A. it was decided to set "aside 
funds for a campaign to acauaint every brandi 
of· the R.S.S.I.L.A. with the facts ·of the case 
for the referendum and the effeCt Of the v'ote 
on this· question on the repatriation ·areas con
cerned. As soon as satisfaCtOry- arrangements 
can be finalised with the R.S.S.I.L'Ac' the work 
will be carried out. In another· column it 'iS 
rePorted th3.t similar action is beit1.g--taken iri. 
South. Australia and· it is 'anticiPated, 'that this 
will also be done in New South'•Wales~ .. ,; 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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Striking Dried Fruits Display 
At W aikerie Centenary Show 

(By D. G. ANDERSON) . 
The provision by the W aikerie Show Society 

of ·a fine new pavilion for dried fruits and the 
extra incentive to competition offered by the 
Waikerie branch's donation of a valuable 
trophy and £5 prize money combined to ~a~e 
the exhibition of .dried fruits at the Waikene 
Centenary Show on September 26 a ~ple·ndi~ 
one from every point of view. Over a ton 
of the highest quality fruit that the W aikerie 
Cadell and Ramco settlements can produce 
was shown in a most attractive manner-the 
appearance of the exhibition being gr,eatly en· 
h;mced by the colorful display of posters and 
cut-out models artistically arranged by the 
convenors, Messrs. J. R. Jemison and F. Dun
stone. The whole ,exhibition was a striking 
advertisement for the industry and those re
sponsible are to be complimented upon their 
foresight and thoroughness in bringing so pro
minently before the notice of the large crowd 
of two thousand people the products of our 
industry. 

The exhibits were divided into two sections 
-the 5 6lb. trade box entries and the 7lb. show 
trays. The judge, Mr. J. Williamson, said that 
the high quality of the trade box class had 
made his task a very difficult one. He attri
bute·d the success of two Cadell growers, 
Messrs. D. W. Hall and R. G. -Frankel, in this 
section to the great care which had apparently 
been exercised in the handling of their fruit. 
FoUr-crown sultanas were perfe·ctly graded for 
size and the honors· were carried off by the 
Waikerie Co-operative Fruit Company, with 
Mr. A. J. Jones, of Ramco second. Some really 
splendid fruit gave the Waikerie Fruit Com
pany a further success in the class for thr-ee
crown unsized sultanas. A Ramcu grower in 
Mr. G. W. Perry scored a double success in 
lexias, five and six-crown. Mr. Williamson 
said this grower had exhibited t'wo perfect case·s 
of fruit and thoroughly deserved his success. 
The Waikerie Fruit Company and Mr. F. Lewis 
(Ramco) secured the second prize awards. 
Walthams were a beautiful sample of fruit, said 
the judge. Two Ramco growers, Messrs. C. 
Crocker and W .H. Morgan, won first and 
second prizes, respectively. 

.. Exhibitors are to be congratulated upon 
the setting up of their fruit in the 7lb. show 
case section,'~ said Mr. Williamson. The most 
sucC'essful competitor, Mr. J. G. Miller, staged 
a fine exhibition of trays and his collection is 
one that would take a great deal of beating/~ 
he said. In the vine fruit' section the sultana 
prizes were won by E. A. Halliday (mixed 
dip) and J. G. Miller (cold dip). Holder 
Ltd. and J. G. Miller were successful in lexias, 
while J. G. Miller also won the currants prize. 
Commenting upon the tree fruits, :Mr. W":d
liamson said that the moist packing of the 
fruit certainly made a big difference to the 
fruit for showing purposes. Holder Ltd., the 
owners of the largest acreage of apricots in 
the district, displayed several wonderful trays 
of apricots to win the awards for split and 
whole apricots. Mr. Williamson said that the 
other apricots tended to fall off in c:olor. The 
remaining prizes went to C. M. Thomas 
(peaches), J. G. Miller (nectarines and pears), 
A. E. Miller (prunes). Second prize awards 
went to J. Edson, G. S. Searle and E. A. Hal
liday. 

The officer in charge of the publicity van 
(Mr. E. A. Matthews) was met in the dried 
fruits pavilion. He said that the exhibition 
was one which did full justice to the district 
and which was a wonderful advertisement for 
the industry. Later in the afternoon Mr. 
Matthews was noticed in the midst of a big 
cr·owd around the dried fruits van. He was 
busy distributing pamphlets and cookery books 
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Use Of Publicity Vans .In The 
Referendum Campaign 

The following extracts from a report by 
Mr. Hammet are of interest in that it indicates 
the value of the work being done and the re
action of the people to the truth of the mat
ter. Mr. Hammet states:-

In view of the referendum and the support 
I am getting from the country Press in my 
references to the James case,. I have arranged 
to hold six public meetings in the next four 
weeks, and hope to do good work for the 
.. Yes" vote. Last week the Lismor,e "North
ern Star" daily paper, which has a daily circu
lation of 9000, published in full my com
ments of this matter, in a special article, 
which they he·aded in large type, "Speculation 
Versus Marketing." In future I will get the 
various papers to use that heading, but with 
the addition of the word "Orderly," namely, 
.. Speculation Versus Orderly Marketing." 

I take every opportunity of explaining the 
issues at stake in the referendum, and so far 
invariably the reaction of the people has been 
in favor of the growers and against James. 
The great majority of the public is entirely 
ignorant of the facts of the C'ase, and it has 
been remarked to me on several occasions that 
this ignorance is likely, unless the people as a 
whole are made fully acquainted with the 
facts, to be the greatest single factor mili
tating against a "Yes" vote. Unfortunately, 
this ignorance, on the part of people, intelli
gent' and otherwise, has resulted in James get
ting a great deal of sympathy to which he 
is not entitled. I took the opportunity of 
giving a picture show to the people staying 
at the Royal Hotel, and explaine-d the James 
case to them. Two gentlemen discussing the 
case afterwards stated they had given their 
sympathies to James, simply through ignorance 
of the facts. One of them pointed out that 
if we could make the people of Australia aware 
that he has been in 17 courts during the past 
10 years trying to evade the Dried Fruits regu
lations regarding marketing which have the 
support of and are in the interests of the 
growers, it would help the .. Yes" vote consid
erably. 

It occurs to me that as thetie are approxi
mately 2000 returned soldiers in this industry, 
it should be possible, by placing the matter 

to a large group of people who evinced no un
cert'ain interest in the display but found time 
to tell the writer that he intended to be pre
sent at the Eudunda, Burra, Loxton and Ren
mark Shows. 

clearly before the R.S.S.I.L.A. to secure the· 
support of all the branche·s of the organisation 
throughout Australia, and to get them actively 
working in favor of the referendum. The 
Country Women's Association is a very live· 
body, and the Housewives' Association also,. 
whose influence would be most valuable. They 
would need proof that the granting of the· 
power asked to the Commonwealth would not 
mean dearer fruit, butter, etc. 

It is taken as an accepte-d fact by advertis
ing experts today, that the reaction of the 
very great majority of people to any sugges
tion or fact, can be accurately gauged by the 
reaction of any small number of people to the 
.same facts or suggestions, taken at random 
from among the community. I have discussed 
the referendum question with a sufficient num
ber Of people of all class,es during the· past six 
or eight weeks, to form a reasonably correct 
estimate of the reaction of the people of Aus
tralia as a whole, if the facts of the matter are 
clearly placed before them. That reaction has 
so far invariably been in favor of the refer
endum. 

In a later report Mr. Hammet says: The 
public meeting for the week was held at Ten
terfield and was well attended, the Mayor pre
siding. I dealt as usual with the James case 
and in proposing a vote of thanks, the mover 
stated if he had 1000 votes, they would all be 
in favor of the referendum. 

Note: In regard to the R.S.A. and women's 
associations action has already been taken to 
cover this :field. 

THE A.D.F.A. BROCHURE 

A Correction 

On Page Six, under the heading .. Empire 
Preference," it is stated that, nThey declared 
an export of sultanas for 1934 season." This 
should read "They, etc., 1924 season." 

APPRECIATION OF RESEARCH WORK 

It is satisfying to know that the subsidy 
found by the Mildura district packers for re
search work on dipping and processing is to be 
continued for another three years. During the 
Federal Council meeting delegates expressed 
appreciation of the action of the packers and 
of the excellent work of Mr. Orton. 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
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OPERATING 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
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DIPPING TESTS 
Mr. Orton To Undertake Supervision 

Most growers are familiar with the fact that Mr. E. C. Orton, an officer 
on the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, whose appointment for 
the past three years has been subsidised by the Mildura Packers' Association, 
has carried out investigations and experiments which' have resulted in a marked 
improvement in Packing House practice. 

During the 1936 dried fruits processing sea
son, Mr. Orton, by arrangement with the 
Merbein Research Station, Council for Scien
tific and' Industrial Research, and the Mil dura 
Packers' Association, carried out a number of 
experiments in connection with the· dipping 
and drying of sultanas. At the Research 
Station, Merbein, the dips used were either the 
cold or mixed dip, or various modifications of 
them in which the quantities or nature of the 
respective ingredients were varied. In some 
cases instead of olive oil or olive oil emulsion 
being used, some other vegetable oil was sub
stituted. Upon inspecting some 120 samples 
of sultanas produced during the course of these 
experiments, the Mildura Packers' Association 
was of the opinion that the evidence produced 
was such as to justify further research, and 
that if possible during the 1937 dried fruits 
season, field tests of the most promising dips 
should be undertaken under the supervision of 
Mr. Orton. 

COMMITTEE FORMED 
Negotiations were therefore opened with the 

Council for Scientific and Industrial· Research, 
with the result that a committee, the person
nel of which is as under, has been formed in 
the Mildura district:-

A. V. Lyon and E. C. Orton, repre·senting 
the Council for Scientific and Industrial Re
search; W. Heaysman, representing Merbein 
Advisory Committee; W. R. Jewell, represent
ing Victorian Department of Agriculture; A. 
R. Hampton, representing Mildura Packers' 
Association. 

Growers' representative-s are: S. R. Mansell, 
Mildura; A. R. McDougall, Merbein; A. S. 
Lochhead, Irymple; J. Moore, Red Cliffs; D. 
Taylor and A. Meischel, Dareton, N.S.W.; G. 
S. Potts, Mildura; K. H. C. lvfcCallum, Red 
Cliffs. 

This committee has met on two occasions, 
and arrangements are in hand to carry out 
during the 1937 season-field experiments in 
various portions of the settlements and on 
varying types of soils. These experiments will 

naturally be carrie·d out under the guidance of 
the officers of the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research, and the Committee is 
hopeful that with the conclusion of the 19 3 7 
dried fruits processing season, some valuable 
data will be available to the industry, and of 
such a nature as to result in an improvement 
in the quality of the dried fruits produced. 

The Merbein Research Station under the 
control of Mr. Lyon, has in the past conducted 
dipping experiments as portion of its normal 
routine, but instead of now carrying out any 
such separate work, will collaborate with the 
new committee. All concerned in the appoint
ment of this new committee, and the members 
of the committee themselves, are hopeful that 
much valuable information will in due course 
be made available to the industry. 

WEST AUSTRALIA 

Mr. L. Thorn, M.L.A., Replies 
To Criticism 

In a letter~ published in the November issue 
of the «Dried Fruits News" ce·rtain criticism 
was made regarding the attitude of Mr. Thorn, 
the member for the fruitgrowing areas, to the 
referendum. Mr. Thorn, who is a grower 
and a strong supporter of the A.D.F.A., has 
replied as follows:-

"l beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
re referendum on marketing, and shall be 
pleased if you will advise your members that, 
as I am engaged in the industry which contains 
all my worldly possessions, and my long asso
ciation with the industry, the people engaged 
in it will know that they have nothing to fear 
from any action I might take in the matter 
referred to in your letter or any other matter 
that may affect their interests. I hope in due 
course that you will c"all a meeting of those 
interested when I will take the opportunity 
of expressing my views. 
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Marketing of 1937 
Season's Crop 

LOYALTY TO GROWERS 
ESSENTIAL 

The A.D.F.A. has always opposed the prin
ciple of speculation in the industry, and has 
generally opposed the cash buying, because ex
perience has proved that the only method of 
obtaining the full market value for growers, 
has been that of consignment selling. 

During the past 12 years, the industry has 
worked under a system of control, by which 
the harmful effect of speculative dealing has 
been minimised. For this reason, all dealers 
have been obliged to observe export quotas. 
Under this system, it has been possible tO main
tain an Australian price, also control, by the 
reason that the Association controlled 93 per 
cent. of the production and of the remaining 
7 per cent. «outside" its influence, only the 
Commonwealth quota could be sold in Aus
tralia. However, since the recent Privy Coun

cil decision, statutory powers at present are 

somewhat in abeyance as the quota system 

cannot be applied to interstate trade. It fol
lows then that the maintenance of an Aus
tralian price is dependent on the voluntary 
agreement' of dealers, to observe a common 
export quota. 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN DEALERS 
Such an agreement has been arrived at be

tween a very large section of the dealers, and 
there remain £ew firms who operate in dried 
fruits, who have not subscribed to it. It is, 

ITEMS FROM FEDERAL COUNCIL 

Seve·ral items, dealing with process.
ing, grades, etc., which were discussed 
at Federal Council will he published in 
the January issue when these particular 
problems are occupying the minds of 
growers. 

therefore, within the· power of growers to pre
vent any collapse of the Australian price, by 
supporting the dealers who have agreed for 
the good of all, to observe an export quota. 
For such an agreement to be put into effect, 
it is necessary for growers to put the full 
weight of their fruit behind it, as provision 
has been mad~ whereby the agreement will not 
become operative if any quantity of fruit is 
excluded from it. If the agreement does be
come operative, then growers are assured of 
the maintenance of prices in Australia, similar 
to what they have enjoyed under the control 
legislation in the past. Under these circum
stances, it is apparent that a dealer who re
fuses to subscribe to this agreement and is 
able to secure fruit for trading solely in the 
Commonwealth, enjoys a position very much 
more advantageous to those who have sub
scribed to an export quota and will be in a 
position to offer tempting prices to growers. 
However, such a position should not be toler
ated by any right-thinking growers and the 
loyalty of growers to a principle that has been 
proved as the only successful method of price 
maintenance in Australia, is this year essen
tial. In fact loyalty is not sO much a virtue 
as a method of self-preservation, because a 
very small tonnage of fruit uncontrolled, will 
be sufficient to destroy the whole fabric of 
price maintenance. 

WRITE TO YOUR FRIENDS TO VOTE YES 
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A Visit To Holden's, Adelaide_ 
The Mir3.cle Of Mass" Prpduction 

DU:ting the Federal Council me·eting, held 
in Adelaide, arrangements were made to sit at 
night and so enable delegates to accept' an in
vitation from Holden's, motor body builders, 
Woodville branch, to _rnspest ~he plant. In 
the-, two-: hours aVa:ihible it ·wa·s·· possible Only 
to- :se~· the -mai~ poi:tions of ~hiS amazing eX
ample of intensely organised production on an 
immense scale. As fruitgrowers, the ·_delegates 
wer.e particularly impressed with the- box
making plant where, among the many other 
types, approximately 2,500,000 "56" boxes 
are· produced annually-in round figure·s an 
av_erage of 6 8 00 for each of the 3 6 5 days. 
'f4is . box plant calls for an annual importa
tion Of 6,000,000 super feet of Canadian hem
lock. A helpful factor in our treaty .relations 
with 'Canada. · 

Most' of the delegate·s were seeing for the 
first time a plant that is capable of turning 
out 200 motor bodies a day. Everything that 
goeS on to the imported chassis is made at the 
factory. The assembly lines are moving at 
about· ':five· feet' in 20 minutes, and from all 
over ·the works feeder lines are making doors, 
frames, seats, springs, nickelled -parts,· in fact, 
all the parts. These are conveyed to the main 
assembly line at whatever rate the production 
is set at. 

The finished job must come out at the rate· 
at which the parts are fed in and, to check 
up any particular part of the assembly, a 
large sta:ff of timing clerks with special clock
c:est methods, are employed. It is a remark
able experience to see mass production for the 
first time and one could enlarge on the many 
impressions. As Holden's brochure puts it •• 
"The changing trend, a new thing to Austra
lia . . . large-scale mass production on the 
latest and most scientifically accurate lines. 
The article ducoed and ready for the road 
is a picture to behold ... a revelation of what 
science has done with the elements of the 
earth. The ingenuity of man . . . ciVilisa
tion! Progress!" 

Ope instinctively feels a pride that Aus
tralians can do such work. Designed and 
made in Australia to such a standard that an 
export demand is growing. The wonder is
where do all the caiii go, and why ~hould not 
eyerybody have a car when they can be made 
in a few minutes under your very eyes? The 
thought goes through the mind that here is 
an'_·inStanc:e of where· the worker depends on 
the man who brings such a large proportion 
of wealth into Australia every year . . . the 
man who grows wool, wheat, fruit, butter, to 
mention but a few of our great exporting 
industries. Accordi·ng to the extent of such 
exPort· and the value of the product, so must 
the. pUrchasing power of the nation fluctuate 
and- the production and sales of cars, for in-

stance, gQ_ up or dowfl. accordingly. The in
clination-'Was '"to say 'vote "Yes" for the refer
endum to every _man _in the works, but that 
would hav_e _.been an_ ;:tbuse_ of the ·hospitalitY 
and -w_ould- Probably have _Caused an upset in 
the 'Split-se·cond productiOn schedule. The 
problem of the ever-changing design of 
modern development impresses, and it can be 
appreciated, that the CO-?-stant . de·mand for 
something .Uew is a very big feature in the 
cost of the modern car. Costly dies, .made 
yesterday are out of date tomorrOw. A few 
alterations to a make of car involves -an ex
tensive readjustment of production sc.l;ledule. 

The ruthless march of progreSs, thf-' Constant 
facing of new problems, competition, calls 
up admiration for the men behind this re
markable organisation. The figures alone ·in
dicate how a fortune can be made oi -lost. A 
profit of ten shillings-a loss of .teU ·shillings 
-a car, on two hundred a day over the year 
... and it has happened. A feature of the 
cost of the plant is the expe·nditure on modern 
methods of ensuring that the conditions under 
which the employees work are the. best-air 
conditioning, elimination of dust-to mention 
but two. 

A few statistics will indicate the magnitude 
of the venture, both at Woodville and in other 
States:-

Wages paid at Woodville in 1935, £1,012,~ 
000; value of Australian material purchased 
(body division), £1,080,000. During the past 
year the number of employe·es at Woodville 
approached 6000 at one stage of production. 

Extracts from the brochure, ·~The Chang
ing Trend," which covers the operations in 
other States, show:-

Authorise-d capital, £1,550,000; number of 
Australian shareholders, 15 50; nominal value 
of shares held by Australian- shareholder~, ap
proximately £500,000; total value of assets at 
December 31, 1935, £3,356,679; total num
ber of employees in 1935, 7421; amount of 
salaries and wages paid in 1935, £1,374,686; 
purchases of Australian-made· material in 
1935, £1,750,000. Principal items of Aus~ 
tralian material purchased in 1935: Tyres and 
other rubber products, £3 54,001; leather, 
cloth, padding and other upholstery materials, 
£276,258; castings and hardware, £223,251; 
paints and lacquers, £15 2,146; chassis and 
body parts used in manufacture,_ £130,000; 
chassis and body parts. for spare parts depart
ment, £137,651; steel, glass and timber, 
£246,729; miscellaneous, £134,144. Capital 
expenditure planned .for 1936 of which 90 
per cent. will be spent in Australian building 
material, machinery, equipment, etc., 
£500,000; total coastal freights paid in Aus
tralia in 1935, approximately £170,000; cus-

RESEARCH STATION 
GRANT 

A Tribute To C.S.I.R. 

Introducing the matter at Federal Council) 
Mr. G. Wake said that he wanted to draw 
the attention of the council to the good work 
that was being done by the Commonwealth 
Research Station at Merbein. That work was 
spread over the whole of the dried fruits in
dustry. Through advisory boards on irrigation~ 
the station had been responsible for ·an addi
tiol;l.al irrigation in each settlement, and that 
irrigation was a big help in frost protection. 
The station had acted in an advisory capacity, 
or had reported, on drainage- plans and water 
level problems in Waikerie, Barmera, Renmaik, 
as well as in Mildura, Merbein, Red Cliffs, and 
other areas. 

The station's viticultural investigations in
cluded bud fertility, fruit drying methods, pest 
control, soil fertility and reclamation work. In 
the past the Export Control Board and the 
A-D.F.A. had made a grant to enable the good 
work done by the station to be cOntinued from 
year to year. He wanted to suggest that no 
matter what help had been given in the past 
the grant to the station be continued. 

The chairman said that as far as the· Export 
Control Board was concerned the grant had 
been confirmed at the meeting before the last 
one. 

Mr. Winterbottom said that the Mildura 
delegates would be ple·ased to have the names 
of two gentlemen to be delegates from South 
Australia on the Merbein Research Station 
committee. The appointment of two dele
gates would link South Australia with the re
search work being conducted at Merbein. 

DAMAGED CURRANTS 

In moving, at the Federal Council, "That 
following upon the Board of Management re
commendations that damaged currants be 
treated individually, packers be instructed to 
return individually and separately the proceeds 
of the sales of any of the waste fruit." Mr. 
Ruston said that the object of the motion was 
to arrive at a uniform policy. The motion 
was agreed to. 

toms duties, sales, income and other taxes paid 
in Australia in 1935, approximately £1,250,-
000; number of plants in operation in Aus
tralia, 8; area of floor space· in Australian 
plants, approximately 2,100,000 sq. ft.; num
ber of vehicles sold in Australia in the ten 
years from 1926...:193 5 inclusive, 178,,792. 

The recently-opened plant at Fisherman's 
Bend, Victoria, has in addition commenced 
produc-tion. 
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