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Meeting Of A.D.F.A. Marketing Committee 
AGREEMENT TO BE DRAWN UP WITH 

NON-A.D.F.A. DEALERS Decisions on Problem of Marketing 1937 Crop 
A me·eting was held at Mildura ·On September 

29, those present being:-Marketing Commit
tee-Messrs. H. D. Howie (Chairman), P. 
Malloch, A. Rawlings, E. D. Sims, W. Caven
dish. H. H. Goodman, W. A. Wilkin. An 
apology was received from :Mr. Moss. Visitors 
attending were Messrs. A. L. Johnstone, D. C. 
Winterbottom, ]. Gordon, H. E. Palmer, H. 

to sell all their crop in Australia at a slight 
cut, taking the market from A.D.F.A. pro
ducers. This must be definitely prevented by 
some means-A.D.F.A. growers must be as
sured of participation in Australian sales. 
Whether the result of the referendum is fav
orable or otherwise, some plan must be devised 
which will give our grovters equal opportunity 
to share in the market. 

may be sold in Australia and the quota which 
must he exported. Any such plan will be 
difficult to have applied to the 1937 crop; 
therefore, we must be prepared to: (a) Come 
to an agreement with the "outside" packers 
and dealers in respect to 1937 crop marketing; 
(b) Failing satisfactory agreement, enter the 
selling season with competitive prices, based 
on dealer's buying prices to growers. 

R. Jones, F. C. McGlasson and J. B. Murdoch. 
The Chairman read an appreciation (pre

pared by 11r. P. Malloch) of the position of 
the A.D.F.A., following the decision of the 
Privy Council in the< James case, and the deci
sion of the Federal 

3. If the refere·ndum is favorable, we may 
anticipate the appointment of a board, with 
power to regulate the quota of fruit which 

4. If the referendum issue is decided in the 
negative, the A.D.F.A. must approach the 
Federal Government, requesting the applica

tion of Excise and 
Bounty Act's. In the 
event of favorable con
sideration being given 

Government to hold -a 
referendum on the 
question of power to 
regulate trade and 
commerce. The posl
tion bnel1y is:--

1. The Federal Gov
ernmen t has decided to 
hold a referendum early 
in the year 1937. In 
the interval, no decision 
will be made on the 
question of maintaining 
the price in Australia 
by applicati<?n of an 
excise tax. 

2. The result of the 
referendum should be 
known just prior to 
the marketing of the 
1937 crop. The Asso
ciation will, therefore, 
face the selling season 
uncertain as to what 
prices can be fixed for 
the season. If we go 
ahead as usual, fixing 
prices £20 a ton above 
export 
siders" 

parity, "out
will be able 

Can Orderly Marketing Be 
Maintained For 1937 Crop? 

Importance of Policy By The A.D.F.A. 
A<:. a special meeting of the Marketing Committee appointed at the 19 3 5 Federal 

Council it was resolved that the principles and policy of the Association be publicly 
announced in the following terms, and that copies of the resolution be· sent to the 
Prime :Minister and State Premiers:-

The A.D,F.A. views the problem of retaining the existing conditions and prices 
for dried fruits during season 19 3 7 with serious concern. 

For over 40 years a fair standard of prices has been maintained in Australia, by 
means of orderly marketing and on the basic principle that all producers should share 
equally in the export trade. 

The decision of the Privy Council in the James case precludes the application of 
those principles by existing legislative powers. 

This Association is not prepared to maintain the existing price-level in Australia, 
thereby creating a sheltered market for exploitation to the financial benefit of a few 
who will not observe the principle of equality of export. 

The Association is prepared to use its ben' efforts to maintain the existing price
level, provided those interests "outside'' the A.D.F.A. are willing to enter into a satis
factory and effective agreement to export a mutually agre·ed quota of each class of 
dried f1·uit. 

The Associat:ion will welcome the co-operation of packers and dealers in an effort 
to maintain stable conditions during the critical period of marketing the 1937 crop 
and to se·cure to growers a fair return for their labor and produce. 

our requests, there must 
be delay in passing the 
necessary Acts and set
ting up of regulations 
and procedure. It is 
reasonable to assume 
that marketing of the 
19 3 7 crop will be well 
advanced before an ex
cise scheme can be ap
plied, therefore we 
must again be prepared 
as before to (a) have 
an agreement with 
uoutside" dealers, or 
(b) enter into a price 
war on the Australian 
market. 

The first step is, 
therefore, for the As
sociation to declare its 
policy, and the prin
ciples on which this 
policy is based. 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Meeting Of A.D.F.A. Marketing Committee 

ACTION THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN BY 
THE A.D.F.A. 

1. Prepare a list of all A.D.F.A. packing 
houses and send statement of position. 

2. Prepare a lis" of all non-A.D.F.A. pack
ing houses and send statement of policy. 

3. Also a letter asking if they are prepared 
tO enter into an agreement of a voluntary 
nature, but legally binding, to export an agreed 
quota of fruit to be determined on or before 
April 30, 1937. 

Export quotas to be determined by (a) a 
committee representative of the .State Boards, 
the A.D.F.A. and "outside" operators. 

4. Have proposed agieement prepared on 
lines of existing agreement, first submitting 
to counsel for opinion as to validity. 

5. Send copy of proposed agreement to all 
"outside" operato~rs. 

6. Request reply before October 24, so 
that matter can be considered at Federal Coun
cll -in Adelaide. 

7. On receipt of replies consider plans fur
ther. (a) If satisfacLory, proceed with com
pletion of agreements. (b) If unsatisfactory, 
determine whether to press "outside" operators 
further or to meet a price war. 

AGREEMENT WITH NON-ASSSOCIA
TION DEALERS 

:Mr. Howie read an outline of the negoti~
tions which had taken place in Adelaide with 
the Independent Association and submitted 
for the consideration of the meeting a draft 
copy of the proposals which were the outcome 
of the negotiations. 

After discussion certain alterations were 
made to the draft copy and it was agreed 
that th.e Chairman should negotiate on behalf 
of the A.D.F.A. on the following basis. 

1. In view of the different interpretation 
of, registered dealers in the various States it' 
is considered desirable that the policy in regard 
to each State should be stated separately as 
follows:-

( a) .South Australia,-All registered deal
ers be- asked to attend a nleeting to be 
called by the State Board. 

(b) Victoria.-Negotiation with . "outside" 
- operators to be undertaken hi conJunc
tion with the State Board, at first oppor
tunity. 

(c) N.S.W.-The State B'oard to be asked 
to take steps to secure acceptance by 
all first hand dealers in dried fruit of the 
agreement to be submitted. 

(cl) Western Australia.-Agents registered 
with- the State Board to be approached 
for accepta11ce of the terms of the agree
met to be submitted. 

2. An agreement t() be prepared and sub
rh~tted to interested parties in each State per 
medium of the method outlined in clause I. 

5-; The agre·ement to be ~ubmitted to the 
various interests with the assurance of the 
Chairman of the A.D.F.A. and the Independent 
Packers' Association tha~ it will not be put 

into operation unless it is mutually agreed that 
sufficient fruit be controlled to ensure its 
satisfactory operation. 

4. The agreement to be drafted to provide: 
(a) State signatories agree to sell or dis

pose of on the ·Commonwealth market 
only such quotas of each vari,ety of f1·uit 
as shall be declared by State Boards as 
home retention quota. State Boards to 
declare their final quota on or before 
June .30, 1937 and parties h-ereto signify 
their acceptance of such declared quotas. 

(b) Signatories to agree to appoint the 
State Boards as their agents for the col
lection and I.Jayment of moneys in con
nection with the agreement, and to pay 
to the State Boards any surplus on Com
monwealth sales in excess of their quota, 
which moneys the State Boards will be 
required to I.Jay into trust account and 
distribute to dealers who have not sold 
their quota. This condition to be sub
ject to satisfactory assurance that State 
Boards frdm such fund can effect inter
state adjustments otherwise other ar
rangements to be made for control of 
trust account. This clause shall not be 
read to give the right to any signatory 
to this agreement to exceed the quota 
referred to in clause a, but to provide 
for adjustments in case of unavoidable 
excess sales over the declared quota. 

(c) An advisory committee to be appoint
ed in each State, comprising a repre
sentative of independent dealers, the 
A.D.F.A. and the -Chairman of the State 
Board. Such committee to decide the 
rate of adjustment on each variety of 
fruit. 

(d) The Association would prefer monthly 
or bi-monthly settlement. Any excess 
selling to be adjusted immediately, 

(e) All P"arties agree not to be interested 
directly or indirectly in any company, 
partnership or organisation which deals 
in dried fruit which is not signatory to 
the agreement. 

(f) Provision to be made for each signa
tory~ to have the right to sue any other 
signatOry or signatories for due perfor
mance of the agreement or damages for 
non-performance thereof. 

5. -Consideration for the agreement to be 
expressed in the following terms:-

The A.D.F.A. agrees to undertake to main
tain a reasonable standard of prices in Aus
tralia in conformity with their past practices. 
It was considered that every effort should 

be made to arrive at finality on this matter 
before the Federal CounCil meeting in Adelaide 
on October 28 in order to allow of any recom
mendation being made by that body. 

NITROGENOUS VALUE OF GREEN 
MANURE 

A good crop of tick beans, sown in every 
second row, would yield about' two tons of 
dry matter to the acre, nitrogen 2! per cent. 
This would be equivalent to 85lb. pure nitro
gen per acre, or 425lb. sulphate of ammonia. 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 
OPERATING AT 

MILDURA MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 
SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQUIREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS P.MALLOCH 
Governing Director Manager 

Frost Prevention 
Methods Successful 

GROWERS FOLLOWING RECOM
MENDATIONS 

Two years ago. there was an urgent de·
mand for the Association to put into opera
tion some form of insurance against loss by 
frost. Thorough investigation was made and 
it was found to be impracticable, and some 
other method had to be found. With this end 
in view, the Association arranged for confer
ences of departmental officers and growers who 
were experimenting with a method of orchard 
heating. Excellent progress has resulted from 
the recommendations of these conferences, 
and more and more growers are taking up the 
methods recommended. In South Australia, 
where early experiments were successful in 
saving vines, the practice has rapidly spread 
and larger areas are now protected with heat
ers, and frost clubs have been formed where
in arrangements are made to acquaint growers 
with the many features of the work, to give 
alarms and to continue eXperime·nts. In the 
last period of frosts the scheme worked admir
ably. In Victoria similar enthusiasm pre
vails and large numbers of heaters were again 
purchased this ye·ar. 

Approximately 650 forty-four gallon drum~ 
of crude oil and a large quantity of briquettes 
have been sold. A frost dub of seventy mem
bers has been formed at Red Cliffs, which 
functions on similar lines to those mentioned 
above_ Many points have been learned dur
ing the recent frosts, and the various commit
tees are actively engaged gathe·ring data for 
future guidance. The indications are that', by 
care, less heaters to the acre can be use·d un
der certain conditions. These matters will be 
dealt with in future issues of this paper in 
full time to give growers an opportunity of 
having the information before the frost per.: 
iod next year. 

Western Australian State 
Board 

DETAILED ACCOUNT SALES 
REQUIRED 

The following are some items of interest 
to growers that were discussed at a recent' 
meeting of the above· Board: 

DETAILED ACCOUNT SALES 
Following the receipt of a le"tter from a 

packing shed prOprietor and the verbal report 
by the secretary of an interview with another 
it" was decided to notify those concerned that 
what the board desired consequent on t}:le 
recent conference with the packing shed re
presentatives was uniform detailed account 
sales, and that the board was satisfied with the 
statement" being providec;i for their growers by 
the two proprietors referred to; further, that 
the charges at present made for cleaning was 
a matter between them and the growers. 

W.A. 1936 PACK 
The pack of dried fruit as ascertained up 

to July 31, was reported as under:
Currants, 2083 tons. 
Sultanas, 466 tons. 
Lexias, 2 84 tons. 

UNIFORM STATE LEGISLATION 
As the outcome of a request from the 

board, the Director of Agriculture wrote ad
vising that uniform State legislation would be 
a matter that would be discussed at the Agri
cultural Council. 

SELLING OF DRIED FRUIT 
A letter was received from the Auction

eers• Association in response to one sent by the 
board as the result of a complaint that dried 
fruit was being sold in the fruit markets. Sec
retary to reply explaining the position of 
growers under the Act. 
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South Australian State Board SULPHURED 
SULTANAS 

REPORT OF YEAR'S WORK Good Reports 

Illegal Trafficking Diminishing During the past season, under arrangement 
with Mr. Orton, of C.S.I.R., ,a certain quantity 
of this fruit was treated with sulphur in -solu
tion. 

The report for the year ending February 
29, 1936, was recently tabled and the follow
ing extracts are published for the information 
of growers. The personnel of the Board is 
as follows: Official members appointed by the 
Government: Mr. G. W. Pope, Chairman; Mr. 
Hugh Crawford, Deputy Chairman. Grower 
representatives, elected. for two years: River' 
area-Mr. J. B. Murdoch, Mr. M. V. Nicho
las, until December, 1935, when Mr. Till was 
elected to the position. Non-irrigated areas
Mr. C. E. Russell. 

INFESTATION DIFFICULTIES SOLVED 
The use of the disinfectant t<Eranol" in the 

majority of the packing houses is now in its 
second year, and the results have so far proved 
t'o be helpful in checking moth infestation. 
The use of an approved fumigant has now 
been made compulsory. 

Packing establishments generally are 'now 
fully equipped and most plants are working 
efficiently. Considerable improvements have 
been made- in lighting and sanitation, as well 
as in regular and ·available supplie·s of sweat 
boxes. There remains, however, ample room 
for improvement and high grades in all vari
eties will never be achieved until the effici
ent methods of packing and grading now 
being employed in packing houses are rein
forced by the efforts of growers. Close·r 
att'ention to the cleanliness of drying grounds. 
racks and hessians, c·areful handling of fruit 
in the process of drying and more systematic 
observance of cultural problems, are all essen
tial to a uniform high quality standard. The 
Board urges growers to give consideration to 
these matters. 

UNLAWFUL TRADING 
Investigations· into infractions of the State 

Dried Fruits Act have been continued energet
ically, this work occupying the attention of a 
full-time officer and one for portion of the 
year. The routine work of these officers con
sists of visits to produce markets ·and retail 
distributors in the Metropolitan and country 
areas, as well as general patrolling throughout 
the producing a1·eas. 

During the year, 704 retailers ·were calle-d 
on by the Investigation Officers and, as a re
sult of these frequent visits, retail storekeep
ers are fully seized of their responsibility in re
spect to their sources of supplies. Eight 
complaints were laid for unlawful trading and 
eight convictions were secured during the year 
and, in all instances, the ddendants pleaded 
guilt)7

• The total penalties imposed amo"lmt
ed to £106, in addition· to costs, the aggregate 
of which was £51/11/2. 

Other minor offences were disclosed, and in 
these instances no complaints were laid, a 
caution being administered to the offenders. 

It is believed that the number of attempts 
at unlawful trading is diminishing and is re
stricted to isolate-d instances. This is due to 
the constant vigilance and mobility of the in
vestigation officers. All packers of dried 
fruits are required to furnish weekly returns 
to -the Board, similarly all persons trading in 
dried fruits as it leaves the packing house (all 
of which are regist_ered in terms of the Act) 
make regular returns. The figures thus sup
plied in the packing house and dealer,s_ re·
turns are reconciled. An effective check is, 
therefore, made on rne total pack of dried 
fruit and the total quantity which passes 
through the hands of dealers for distribution. 

INTERSTATE CO-ORDINATON 
The legislation governing the dried fruits 

industry in the several producing States is 
similar in character and substance, the prob
lems of adm.inistration, therefore, are -com
'mon to all the St3te Boards. 
:._, 

A general conference of the Boards is held, 
if possible, once in each year, usually before 
the season opens when a survey is made of 
the industry, the work of the Boards is re
viewed and recommendations to the several 
Boards are agreed upon. 

An interstate committee, known as the 
Consultative Committee and consisting of the 
Chairman of each State Board functions in 
the periods between conferences. The duty 
of this committee . is to review the quotas, 
attend to all matters relating to principles af
fecting the common administration of the 
Acts and, generally, to ensure close contact 
and co-ordination among the State Boards. The 
duties of this committee, however, are merely 
of an advisory character, it has no executive 
powers, nor any legal status and its adminis
trative functions are limited to the making of 
recommendations to the constituent Boards. 
The arrangement, howeve·r, has proved to be 
economical and satisfactory and the commit
tee, being a permanent body, is in a position 
to ensure something approximating uniform 
administratiOn throughout the producing 
States. 

FINANCIAL 
The Income and Expenditure Account for 

the year ended February 29,_ 1936, together 

:Mr. Leo. ]. Cleary, Resident Director of the 
Aurora Packing Co. Pty. Ltd., writing from 
London to his company, has stated that ex
perimental parcels of sulphured sultanas have 
opened up well, and commanded ·a premium 
in the U.K. market. He states that he had 
a wide range of samples of sulphured fruit 
analysed for sulphur dioxide content, and 
found that, in every instance, the fruit was 
well within the required limit. 

with Balance-sheet, is appended. These bear, 
as usual, the certificate of the Auditor-General. 

The statement shows the total income- as 
£7,229/14/7 and the expenditure for the period 
as £5,507/4/6. The surplus of receipts over 
expenditure was, therefore, £1,722/10/1, com
pared with a surplus of £1,625/14/ .for the 
year 1934/5. It will be noted that the Board's 
accumulated fund, after taking in the· surplus 
for the year 1935-6 amounted to £5,042/-
16/8. 

The levy for the year remained at the rate 
of 5/10 per ton, being half the rate which the 
Board is empowered to impose by the Dried 
Fruits Act of 1934. 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD (S.A.) 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 

FEBRUARY 29th, 1936. 

£ s. d. 
To Administration 

General . 
Investigations . . 

Expenses-
2207 10 

X26 7 

Advertising ................. . 

6 
2 

Cultural Practices, Non-irrigated 
A.reas ....................... . 

£ s. d. 
By Interest (current account with 

'rreasury .................. . 
Levies ...................... . 

2533 17 8 Packing· House Registration 
47 15 4 Fees .................. . 

Sundry Receipts ...... . 
43 8 5 

Election Expenses ............... . 48 6 10 
Inspections, Board's proportion of 
Law Costs .................... . 
Legal Expenses ...... . 
Publicity-

S.A. Publicity . 
Contribution to Joint 

11 12 1 

Publicity Scheme 1100 0 0 

Office and General Expenses 
Printing and Stationery ..... 
Royal Agricultural Show Exhibit, 

1935 (Nett Expenditure) .. . 
Centennial Exhibit .......... . 
Travelling Expenses-

General . 330 2 6 
InYestig.ations . . . 362 9 7 

Victorian Dried Fruits Board (ad-
justment of Levy) ........... . 

Excess Income over Expenditure 

To Balance Carried Fonvat·d 

645 7 1 
7 6 

26 5 (} 

1111 12 1 
119 6 10 
77 3 2 

68 0 2 
91 18 5 

692 12 1 

1 3 11 
1722 10 1 

£7229 14 7 

ou'!:z 16 8 I By Accumulated Balance .... . 
Balance as above ...... . 

£5042 16 8 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 29th FEBRUARY, 1_936. 

LIABILITIES 
Sundry Creditors .... , ..... < •••• 

Packing House Reg"istration 
Fees paid in advance ....... . 

Adjustment of Quotas· Suspense 
Account ................. . 

Board Fees Refund Account .. 
AC'cumulated Balance to 29/2/36 

ADELAIDE, 
26th May, 1936. 

£ s. d. 
958 13 3 

52 0 0 

192 17 6 
522 3 10 

5042 16 8 

£6768 11 3 

ASSETS 
Cash Current Account Trea,sury 
Sundry Debtors ..... , ....... . 
Office Furniture ............. . 
Show Stand Account ....... . 
Advance Account (Secretary) .. 

(Sg·d.) G.A.W. POPE, Chairman. 
(Sgd ) W. N. TVVISS, Secretary, 

£ s. d. 

154 9 8 
7017 8 5 

48 15 
9 1 

0 
6 

£7229 14 7 

332.0 6 7 
1722 10 1 

£5042 16 8 

£ s. d. 
6169 12 11 
479 15 3 

1 19 0 
17 4 1 

100 0 0 

£6768 11 .3 

The above Incolne and Expenditure_ Account and Balance Sheet have beeti properly:: 
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and correct view of the transactions and the assets and: 
liabilities as on February 29th, 1936, as shown by the books, but no provisi<:m has been made 
for a known ba{Ldebt -_Of._Ji.Pproxinlately £200/0/0. 

30/5/36 
(Sgd.) J. W. WAINWRIGHT, 

Auditor ·General.' 
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Board of Ivlanagement Minutes Red Cliffs Grower 
Fined For Selling 

"Drawback" Fruit At a recent meeting the following matters 
that are of particular interest to growers, were 
discussed. 

Minutes.-Resolved: "That the Minutes of 
the July Board Meeting be taken as read and 
confirmed, with the deletion of the Minute re
lating to "Export Quotas," as this resolution 
was withdrawn." 

MATTERS ARISING OUJ' OF PREVIOUS 
MINUTES 

Sales ;Tax.-The Secretary rePorted thn in 
<!-Ccordance with the decision of the· last Board 
meeting, application for exemption from Sales 
Tax had been made to the Taxation Authori
ties, for the follo>ving lines: Olive oil emul
sion, sulphuric acid, cmcwring knives, paraf
fin oil, glycerine, Johnson's dip, oleic acid, rack 
verandahs, fruit spreaders, picking trays, 
spreading trays, dip tanks, dehydrator trays, 
dehydrator trollies, caustic potash, sulphate of 
1ron. 

HISTORY OF DRIED FRUl,TS INDUSTRY 
In reply to the circular letter of July 21, is

sued by the chairman, regarding the publica
tion of the History of the Dried Fruits Indus
try, the secretary submitted a large number of 
replies received from different sources, all of 
1vhich indicated that packe":'s, branches and 
agents heartily supporteti the idea of the pub
lication of such a book. A letter was also 
received from Messrs Robertson and Mullens 
Ltd., setting out the qualifications of Miss 
Ernestein Hill for the production of a book 
dealing with the history of the Dried Fruits 
Industry. 

Resolved: "That the letter from Messrs. 
Robertson and Mullens Ltd. be received and 
that' the sub-committee dealing with the publi
cation of a history of the dried fruits industry 
be empowered to enter into preliminary nego
tiations with Miss Ernestein Hill." 

GRANTS TO BRANCHES 
A letter was received from the Young 

Branch A.D.F.A., Young, regarding the ques
tion of payment of levies, but the Board de
cided that they were not prepared to re-open 
this question. 

FlGURES RELATING TU PACK 
A statement of figures relating to pack, etc., 

supplied by the Independent Dried Fruit Pro
ducen' and Packers' Association, Adelaide, was 
reviewed by the board. 

GRADE MARKS ON BOXES 
The attention of the Board having been 

drawn to the fact that boxes of our Dried 
Fruits have been delivered to buyers without 
the crown grade being stencilled thereon, it 
was decided to advise the agents that such a 
procedure is detrimental to the industry, and 
requesting them to exercise greater care in 
future. Also that any failure to observe the 
Regulations will be considered a breach. 

"A.D.F.A. NEWS" 
A letter was received from "Sunraysia 

Daily" regarding the publishing of the "Dried 
Fruits News," and it was decided to advise 
them requesting that future issues must be 
sent out on the agreed date. 

STATUS OF PACKERS 
Further consideration was given to the 

status of packers, and it was suggest'ed that 

Rule No. 15, paragraph 3, be reviewed, with 
the object of defining the position of Packers 
in District Councils; the position in Victoria 
and ::,outh Australia to be considered in the 
light of existing circumstances. 

BOND; LEVY OR PENALTY 
It was recommended that consideration be 

given by Federal Council, to the question of 
packen entering into a bond, payment of 
Ievy and penalty for breach. 

FEDERAL COUNCIL MEETING 
A discussion took place regarding the date 

of the Federal Council Meenng, which this 
year will be held in Adelaidt', and it was de
cided to alter the date from Thursday, Oc
tober 29, to Wednesday, Octob(':t 28, commen
cing at 12 noon. It was also decided to ask 
the Honorable the Premier of South Australia 
to open the conference. 

BOARD MEETING 
Resolved: "That a Board Mee·ting be held 

in Adelaide on lvfonday, October 26, at 9.30 
a.m." 

FROST PREVENTION 
A letter was received from the Council for 

Scientific and Industrial Research, passing on 
copy of letter received from the Conveyor 
Company, California, together with pamphlet 
describing the process of protecting orchards 
by moving air currents and the machines used 
therewith. The cost of this machine, for a 
1 0-acre area, installed in Australia, would be 
approximately £600. 

BUCK CURRANTS 
A letter was received from the Victorian 

Dried Fruits Board, passing on a letter re
ceived from a Master Pastrycooks' Association, 
asking that they be allowed to purchase buck 
currants for manufacturing. After giving the 
matter full consideration, the board decided 
that they could not depart from the present 
practice of prohibiting the sale of buck cur
rants to manufacturers. 

BUCK CURRANTS-PRICE FOR 
AD JUS,TMENT 

A request was received by the Board that 
they should declare a price differential for 
buck currants sold to distilleries, and after 
giving the matter consideration, it was de
cided to advise agents that the differential is 
co be the same as M.F. grade, i.e., £5 per ton 
under 2-crown for season 1936. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN INTERSTATE 
CHARGES FUND 

The Board made an examination of the 
statement submitted, regarding the South 
Australian Interstate Charges Fund, season 
1936, which at present shows a credit, but it 
was not deemed advisable to take any action 
:tt this juncture. It, however, was decided to 
ascertain the position of the Fund at the close 
of the season to see whether it will be possible 
to make a reduction. 

BERRI BRANCH 
A letter was received from the Berri Branch, 

dated August 26, 1936, forwarding the follow
ing resolution:-

"That this meeting of growers of the 
Berri District' A.D.F.A. express its apprecia
tion to the Board of Management of 
A.D.F.A. for the way in which it has met 

AN JNifERESTING CASE 

The Dried Fruit Regulations state that 
growers' «drawback" fruit is to be used for 
domestic purposes only. The following case· 
is of particular interest in that it shows the 
limitations placed on the destination of this 
fruit. 

For having disposed of a quantity of dried 
vine and dried tree fruits from his "drawback» 
fruit, fines totalling £10 were imposed on 
Bruce lvfaude, a Cardross settler. 

Mr. T. Mornane, of the Crown Solicitor's 
office, appeared for the· informant (T. S. Joy), 
inspector under the Dried Fruits Board of Vic
toria. Two charges-one for selling dried 
vine fruits and the other for selling dried 
tree fruits, not packed in registered packing
house box-were preferred against the defend
ant, who consented to have them taken con
jointly. 

In his evidence, Inspector Joy said that 
there was approximately 1-cwt. of sultanas, 
currants, apricots, peaches, almonds and clus
ters involved. Maude had admitted sending 
the fruit to a farmer named Jones, and said 
that he bought wheat from Jone·s and in re
turn supplied him with fresh fruit for the 
whole season. When asked how he was paid, 
Mau.de said that he deducted the cost of the 
fruit from the cheque forwarded for the 
wheat. He had received no permission from 
the Dried Fruits Board to sell the fruit. In 
a further interview on July 17, Maude had 
said that he had sent the hundredweight of 
dried fruits to complete the balance owing on 
the wheat, continued witness. Maude had stated 
that he had never met Jones, but sent the fruit 
oecause of an arrangement made be·tween them 
by Maude's brother-in-lavt, that in return for 
wheat 11aude would send fruit each year. 

In an unsworn statement Maude said that 
there had been no money transactions between 
him and Jones. He was unaware that he was 
offe·nding against the Act. He was a strong 
A.D.F.A. grower, and had since been given 
to understand that such practices would break 
doVirn their organisation. 

In convicting the defendant, the Magistrate 
said he was partly accepting his explanation. 
but he should remember that penalties of not 
m.ore than £100 were provided under the regu
lations, and he must be careful not to offend 
again, otherwise the treatment would not be 
so lenient as that which he intended to mete 
out that day. 

Maude was fined £5 on each charge, with 
£5 I 5 I costs, and four weeks were allowed in 
which to pay the fine. 

the decision of Privy Council's judgments 
with non-association interests of the Dried 
Fruits." 
The Board was pleased to receive this reso

lution and the secretary was requested to ac
knowledge same, expressing the appreciation 
of the Board. 

MARKETING PROBLEMS 
A very long discussion took place regarding 

the various marketing problems. 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
By A. V. LYON, Commonwealth Research Station, Merbein 

FERTILISERS. 
The first irrigation for the Mur,ray Valley 

settlements was delayed this season by winter 
rains. Consequently the cleaning up of the 
vineyards, and the application of fertilisers 
are a little later than usual. 

Fertiliser experiments in various forms have 
been carried out for a number of years, and 
conclusive· results reached in certain directions. 
For instance, increased growth, accompanied 
hy increased yields have resulted from applica
tions of nitrogenous fertilisers. It is also recog
nised that when le·guminous cover crops have 
been regularly grown, the soil nitrogen is 
maintained. at a fairly high level. Our practice 
in recent years has been to apply the nitro
genous fertilisers on top of the cover crops 
as they are put down. This is based on the 
fact that at the termination of growth, the 
nitrogen is locked up in the cover crops. Ap
plications at this stage ar.e particularly import
ant in case·s where cover crops are grown on 
both rows. 

Quite recent measurements of nitrogen 
fluCtuations in soils on which cover crops are 
growing have shown that there is practically 
no available nitrogen at this period. The 
fallow row, after the rest in winter, proves 
quite satisfactory if cover crops have been 
grown the previous year. 

There is fairly general agreement that ap
plications of fertilisers .should 1:,e made as 
early as possible· in the growing season. Growth 
responses from second applications of nitro
genous fertilisers later in the season have been 
obtained, but the total result of this late 
growth on yield and bud development are not 
fully determined. 

'There has been little evidence of. yield in
creases by direct application of superphosphate. 
The use of this fertiliser is established as a 
ne·cessity for the successful growth of cover 
crops, and possibly the phosphatic require
ments of the vines are obtained in this way. 

It is still difficult to obtain conclusive re
sults from the use of potash on vines. Yield 
inc·reases, if ally, have not been measurable, 
and if results are to be obtained, they may 
possibly be found in improvements in the 
quality and maturity of the fruit. Such in
vestigations are difficult, owing tO variations 
in the yields and quality of the grapes on in
dividual vines, and authentic results have 
not been obtained. 

AGRICULTURAL DRAINAGE 
Steady progress has been made in the Mil

dura districts both in the community mains 
and internal drainage on the growers' hold
ings. The outstanding development has been 
a growing recognition that the depth of 
drainage should be based on the nature of 
the soil profile, the drains being laid on the 
clay horizon on which the free water is rest-

ing, if the clay occurs within a practicable 
depth. 

Growers have shown great .interest in this 
question, with the result that there has been 
a distinct swing towards deeper and more ef
fective drains. It is estimated that on the av
erage, internal drains are now tv.relve to eigh
te'en inches deeper than those put down a 
few years ago, and are more appropriately 
based on the soil profiles and drainage require
ments of the particular locality requiring 
drainage. 

There is also a general recognition that the 
outfall for each grower to the community 
system should be sufficiently deep to meet 
the requirements for internal drainage, and 
due co-operation is given to this point be
tween the constructing authorities, and the 
grower concerne·d. 

Seasonal experimental work on drainage has 
!increased, as with so many new.' systems being 
installed, opportunities for investigations have 
increased. Such work takes the form of ob
servations of free water across the spaces be
tween the drains, under varying conditions of 
spacing, and depth of drains, and on differ
ent soil types. 

SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS AT RED 
CLIFFS 

Interest in· demand for research work ap
pears to be on the increase in all Murray Val
ley settlements. The Red Cliffs branch of 
the A.D.F.A. have always taken a great in
terest in work of this kind. This year their 
interest has taken a very practical form in 
allocating funds (up to £100) for special in
vestigations during the se·ason. The fund is 
administered by a local committee, which has 
asked the :Merbein Research Station to take 
general control of the inve·stigations. The 
present work is necessarily limited to short 
dated investigations, and at the end of the 
year, consideration will be give·n to continu
ance. 

Preliminary work includes a survey of the 
results of the recent frosts, and methods of 
control. Cases are availab~e for comparison 
of cove·r crops put down and others left 
standing; vineyards which were irrigated 
prior to the frost and some which were not 
irrigated; the general effect of prevention of 
damage by heating; and further observations 
of environment, including adjacent timber 
belts, citrus groves, ridges, etc. Such inform
ation will be of value in confirming the re
commendations of the "Frost Committee'~ on 
these points. Other work includes the sprout
ing results on vineyards watered' prior to, 
during, and subsequent to sprouting, and the 
effects of irrigation at the flowering period. 
Drainage investigations, to measure the re
sults of recently installed drains, are also 
included. The movement is still in its· infancy, 
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MILDURA DISTRICT PRODUCTION 
FIGURES FOR 1935 AND 1936 

The following figures set out the tonnage 
produced by each area. and packed in As
soCiation packers. Interesting fluctuations are 
revealed, the aggregate for the district being• 
much_ the same in each year for sultanas: 

SEASON, 1935 
Currants Sultanas Lexias 

Reel Cliffs 
Mildura & 
Irymple 
Merbein . 

Total 

Tons Tons Tons 
1642 9322 1442 

3788 
2944 

8037 
6581 

1299 
698 

8374 23,940 3439 
SEASON 1936 TO 30th JUNE 

Currants Sultanas Lexias 
Tons Tons Tons 

Red Cliffs . 1328 13,706 2,040 
Mildura & 
Irymple 
Merbein . 

Total . 

1474 
1058 

3860 

6,871 
6,374 

26,951 

~1,396 

800 

4,236 

Total 
Tons 

12,406 

13,124 
10,223 

35,753 

Total 
Tons 

17,o74 

9,741 
8,232 

35,047 

and conside·ration will shortly be given to ex
tension of the year's programme. 

SPREADER FOR SPRAY 
Improved "Wetting agents," to increase the 

spreading of sprays and of dips have re·cendy 
been marketed in increased quantities. These 
were discussed, incidental to their possible 
value in dips, at Merbein recently. It was point
ed out that in regard to some sprays and Some' 
horticulntral plants the manufacturers have 
been rather too successful in increasing wet
ting powe·r, so much so tha·t : the 
"run-off" was too great, and ma·terial 
was being lost. It was pointed out 
that the value of a spreader for sprays 
depended on the nature of the disease, and 
the particular horticultural plant to which 
the sprays were applied. There was a fairly 
general agreement that for such diseases as 
downy mildew on vines, the methods employed 
in the past had given general satisfaction; 
while in other cases, such. as application of 
"wettable sulphurs," a spreader- was of advan
tage in maintaining freedom of the nozzles 
and improving the general distributi~n of 
the material on to the leaves. The use of :spread
ers in dips for sultanas is being further ~nve~
tigated. 

THE SEASON PROSPECTS 
Apart from frost, from which the ·d~~ge

appears as usual very variable, ~he -- se:"<!son 
prospects appear to be good. The potential yield 
as indic"ated by the percentage of fruit' bear
ing shoots, is considered satisfactory; and. if 
the crop now just showing is realised,_ a sa tis~ 
factory season is anticipated in the :Mildura
district. Reports from South Australia indi
cate considerable damage in parts of the Berri, 
Barmera and Waikerie settlements, and much 
less damage at Renmark. Nyah and Woori
nen appear to have escaped with minor losses 
generally, excepting the ·low-lying Beverford 
flats and parts of "Old Nyah," from which 
advices of severe losses have been received. 
Press reports indicate very severe damage in 
the 1turrumbidgee areas. 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
NOMINAL CAPITAL 
PAID-UP CAPITAL . 

£100,000 
£99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assura:n'ce ·society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrymple) Dip 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society 
London &. Lancashire Insurance Co. Ltd. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant 

~~s~l· 
I . 
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Dried Fruits Industry And Control 
In reply to a letter published in the "Sydney 

Morning Herald," signed by Mr. W. R. 
Hawkes, the President of the Sydney Chamber 
of Commerce, in which he criticised the Dried 
Fruits Industry, Mr. D. C. Winterbottom for
warded the following letter:-' 

W. R. Hawkes, Esq., President Sydney 
Chamber of Commerce, Sydney, N.S.W. -
Dear Sir: In your recent' letter to the Prime 
Minister regarding Section 92 of the Com
monwealth Constitution, which letter was 
published in the "Sydney Morning Herald," 
you state with regard to the drie·d fruit in
dustry: 

"In the case of dried fruits there is no 
evidence to prove that the industry is any 
better oif today as the result of ove'r 10 
years of control than it would have been 
had the industry adopted the same views as 
the wool industry and allowed supply and 
demand to adjust whatever difficulties were 
brought about by so-called over-pro
duction." 
I feel that your letter calls for reply from 

someone who has a full knowledge of the in
dustry and is interested in the welfare of the 
dried fruit grower. 

My standing in the industry you can ascer
tain from such gentlemen as Mr. Davidson, 
general manager of the Bank of New South 
Wales, or Mr. Jeffrey, of Messrs. John Bardsley 
and Co., of Sydney. 

First of all I would like i:o point out the 
huge difference there is between the wool in
dustry of Australia and the drie·d fruits in
dustry, for the reason that Australian wool 
dominates the wool market of the world, and 
you are able to auction your wool in Australia 
and buyers from all wool-buying countries 
come to Australia to buy their requirements. 

Can you picture the buyers of wheat, meat, 
dried fruit or canned fruit, or any other of our 
exportable commodities, coming to Australia 
to attend auctions, when all other countries 
of the world are pouring their goods into the 
export markets; therefore we have to meet the 
competition at the export market end. 

It may be said of the wool industry that it 
sells the whole of its production at an Austra
lian price, which the wool firms through their 
excellent system of organised selling have 
adopted for the benefit of the industry. 

Probably the wool industry has an as highly 
organised marketing system as any group of 
producers in the world, and because of the fact 
that you dominate the world position in wool 
you are able to maintain your position. 

I enclose a little brochure which has just 
been issued which shows clearly that organised 
marketing in the dried fruit industry has been 
practised for 40 years, and that without there 
would never have been an industry worth 
while. 

I would also mention that today the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association, representing 
92 per cent. of the growers, the Independent 
Packers' Association in South Australia, and 
other groUps in Australia, representing another 
7{ per cent. of the growers, giving a total of 
99{ per cent. of' the total production in Aus
tralia, are definitely conVinced that the bene
ficient control legislation under which we have 
carried on this industry for 12 years is essen
tial to its welfare. James is today the only 
man in the industry who believes otherwise. 

The dried fruits legislation has never estab
lished a compulsory pool, all it has done has 
been to rationalise marketing, by fixing a 
quota of the crop to be disposed of in export 
markets, after making provision for all pos
·sible Commonwe·alth requirements, when the 
actual production of the crop has been deter
mined. Nothing fairer can be imagined. 

For purposes of illustration it may be said 
that it is found the export quota shotild be 80 
per cent. The 20. per cent. of the crop sale
able in AUstralia can be sold by the grower, or 
dealer, or speculator if he ha,s bought from the 

grower, at what price he likes, where he likes, 
when he likes, in what State he likes and to 
whom he likes. The system leave·s him abso
lute freedom. Can you imagine anything 
fairer or more equitable? 

You said supply and demand should operate, 
and in our industry it does. 

We sell in London, Canada and New Zea
land and other countries at competitive prices, 
except that we enjoy preferences, and should 
we sacrifice the benefit' of these preferences 
just in an open go in competition amongst 
Australian sellers? 

These are some of the difficulties in our in
dustry. 

The U.K. dried fruit market is in London, 
Liverpool, Glasgow, Bristol and some other 
ports. It is an established trade and we ship 
on consignment and sell on appraisement to 
and through the recognised trade. 

\Ve enjoy a preference of £10/10/ per ton, 
and exchange is 25 per cent~ 

In Canada we enjoy a preference of £18/-
13/4 -per ton, and the exchange is based on 
London, less any Canadian depreciation on 
sterling, which fluctuates. 

In New Zealand we have a preference of 
£9/6/8 per ton and there is no exchange. 

All tbese markets are essential to the 1·ealis
ation of our crop. You can imagine what 
chaos would 1'esult if the1·e was 110 established 
authority to lay down rules. 

California has allowed the open-go system 
of marketing to develop in the dried fruit in
dustry and growers were paid as low as £4 per 
ton for dried sultanas and the result is that 
140,000 acres have gone out of production in 
the last six years. 

The importance of the industry may be 
gauged by a few figures. 

The area occupied by the irrigation settle
ments along the River Murray is about 50,000 
acres, and prior to irrigation this area was in 
the hands of the wool industry and the carry
ing capacity of the land was one sheep to eight 
acres, total about 6500 sheep and a production 
value of £6000 per annum at the best. 

Today that 50,000 acres produces 60,000 
tons of dried fruit, 1,000,000 cases of citrus, 
10,000 tons of grapes for wine and spirit, be
sides apricots, peaches, nectarines, prunes and 
figs. ,There are 2 5,000 people living on that 
5 0,000 acres, there is a home on every 15 to 
20 acres. There is the city of :M.ildura, and 
fine towns of Renmark, Berri, Barmera, Red 
Cliffs, Merbein, Nyah, Woorinen, Waikerie, 
and a number of smaller towns. There are 
4000 growers, of whom about 2000 are re
patriated returned soldiers, and the production 
value annually is about £3,000,000. 

You probably look upon this industry as an 
ordinary primary industry, but that is not so, 
it is highly organised industrial primary in
dustry and the capital investment necessary 
before a crop of -60,000 tons of dried fruit 
could be produced· is £7,500,000. 

Can }'01[, _imagine any sec01zdm·y industrial 
organisation in Australia with a capital invest
ment of £7,500,000 which could cm·ry on if it 
bad to meet world parity prices on eighty per 
cent. of its production? 

In 1912 the price of sultanas to the grocer 
in Australia was 7 d per lb. For the past 
three years for similar fruit it' has been 6id 
to 7-ld per lb., and in that time our wages 
have increased from 39/ to 70/ per week, and 
water rates from 25/ to 60/ per acre. 

The industry was founded under a tariff 
duty of 2d per lb. in 1"892. Toda.Y the pr~
tection is 6d per lb. and all the mdustry 1s 
trying to do is to make an effective 2d per lb. 
of the 6d, and that on 20 ner ce:Ut. of its pro
duction. 

The industry cannot stop when world mar
kets are low, because in our arid country the 
vines must be pruned, irrigated and carried on 
despite everything. If neglected they die. 

The position as I see it today is that James 

has proved that no Government in Australia 
has any power to govern the great interstate 
trade and commerce of Australia. You, as a 
supporter of constitutional government, must 
feel that such a position is intolerable. James 
has more po·wer than the State or Common
wealth Governments and is in the position to 
lower the standard of living Of eve·ry man in 
the industry and with no material benefit to 
the people of Australia. 

The late Judge Gavan Duffy, in a judgment 
on Section 92, said: "No community would 
ever tolerate a position where the trade. and 
commerce of the country was not governed 
by rules." 

Today the James case hits our industry, but 
if that intolerable position is allowed to con
tinue it may conceivably hit any industry at 
any time, and yet your letter suggests that the 
Chamber of Commerce of Sydney supports a 
position where any trade wrecker controllable 
intrastate can wreck intrastate trade because 
interstate trade is uncontroiiable. - Yours 
faithfully, D. C. WINTERBOTTOM. 
Mildura, October 2, 1936. 

[An indication of the fact that no attempt 
is made under protection to exploit the con
sumer and that the price is :fixed purely on 
the basis of an Australian price for an article 
produced under Australian rates of pay, both 
in the growing areas and for the requisites to 
production, is apparent when it is seen that, 
for some time, the returns from lexias (pud
ding raisins) in the United Kingdom is higher 
than that of the price charged to the Austra
lian public, and yet, as stated above, no at
tempt is made to take advantage of the 2d per 
lb. over world's parity. In the years 1919-
22 when world's parity (net return to the 
grower) was higher, in some instances to the 
extent of £20 per ton, the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association kept faith with the Austra
lian people to supply their requirements at a 
price based on Australian costs-as stated 
above. Organisation for the grower and for 
the community. - Editor "Dried Fruits 
News."] 

A SATISFYING LETTER 
Let any grower place himself in Mr. Ham

met's position and he would be happy to re
ceive the following letter of appreciation. The 
work of the publicity officers does not show 
immediate results to the satisfaction of the in
dividual doing the job. It is only on the gen
eral result as expressed in Commonwealth 
sales that is his solace. The general result has 
certainly been good, in that the Association 
has continued to increase its sales despite re
cent economic conditions-one of the few in
dustries that has done so. The letter is as fol· 
lows:- "Taree High School," 
Mr. A. E. Hammet, 23/7/1936. 

«Exchange Hotel,'' 
Taree. 

Dear Mr. Hammet, 
I wish to express my own and the appre

ciation of the staff, of the most instructive ad
dress and screening of the Australian Dried 
Fruits Industry, given to the pupils of my 
school on 22nd July. 

The pupils and staff who viewed the screen
ing and heard your address, evinced great in· 
terest in the dried fruits industry. I think 
the time taken by the lecture was time well 
spent and justified the disturbance of ordin
ary time table, and that you are doing a valu
able seTvice in placing this subject before our 
pupils. An address of this nature is of para
mount importance in directing the attention 
of the child to the value from the standpoint 
of health of dried fruits, and to the economic 
importance of this industry to Australia. The 
questions asked you by the pupils as the con
clusion of the address are patently indicative 
of the interest the lecture aroused. 

(Signed) R. A. PAGE, Principal. 
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FEDERAL COUNCIL ILLEGAL TRAFFIC IN 
DRIED FRUITS 

The fourteenth annual meeting of the Fed
eral Council of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association will be held in the Chamber of 
Commerce room, 3 3 Waymouth Street, Ade
laide, commencing at 11.30 a.m., on October 
28, 1936. The subjects to be discussed will 
include:-

The Dried Fruits News. 
State Board Regulations.-That the New 

South Wales and South Australian Dried 
Fruit Boards be requested to give considera
tion to the inclusion in their regulations of 

box basis. (South Australian State Confer
ence). That the Board of Management be 
asked to instruct packers to provide the nec
essary data to agents, so that uniform account 
sales can be issued on sweat-box weights. 
(South Australian State Conference). 

Damaged Currants.-That following upon 
the Board of Management recommendations 
that damaged currants be treated individually, 
packers to be instructed to return individually 
the proceeds of the sales of any of the waste 
fruit. (South Australian State Conference). 

OUR CANADIAN FRIENDS 
UNSOUCITED PUBUCITY AT 

WAIKERIE, S.A. 
The Canadian preference and the 

market that it affords this industry 
is one of the outstanding features of 
reciprocal trade within the Empire. 

At the Temora Police Court on Tuesday, 
September 15, 1936, L. A. Adamson, general 
storekeeper, Temora, Was -fined a total of £12 
and £5/2/ expenses for purchase of dried cur
rants, sultanas, apricots and prunes in contra
vention of Regulation 46 under the Dried 
Fruits Act, 1933. The dried fruits were pur
chased from hawkers and had not been packed 
and graded in accordance with the regulations. 

C. W. R. l:fammond, storekeeper, Young, 
was fined £2 plus £2/8/ expenses, at the 
Young Police Court on July 11, 1936, for 
selling dried prunes not packed and graded 
in accordance with the regulations. 

At Central Police Court, Sydney, on Sep
tember 8, 1936, Kelson Grey, of Alexandria, 
was convicted and £ned £2, with 8/ costs, 
for contravention of Regulation 30, in that 
he altered the grade markings on cases of dried 
apricots from "plain" to "2-crown." 

FORESTS AND RAINFALL 

How Trees Give O:ff Vapor 
Emphasis to the contention regularly ex

pressed by members of the Forests Commis
sion and the Board of Works that the part 
which forests play in the circulation of water 
on the earth's surface is not yet fully under
stood, has been given recently by Mr. Raphael 
Zon, director of the Lake State Forest Experi
ment Station, United States Department of 
Agriculture. 

The Waikerie Co-operative Dried Fruits 
Packing House, advertising Canadian goods

alsO Canadian Ford Cars. 

To those who were in the 8th and 
9th of August adVance, when the 
Australians and the Canadians, com
prising the whole of both forces, went 
into action together, so successfully, 
this reciprocity would seem but a 
natural corollary, but in the "war 
after the war" (trade) sentiment 
was forgotten by many of those with 
whom we fought. Not so in this in
stance. The visit of Colonel Cosgrave, 
D.S.O., the Canadian Trade Commis
sioner, to the dried fruit areas last year 
was the· final binding tie, and many 
happy memories of him are cherished 
in the growing areas, particularly 
Red Cliffs and in parts of South Aus
tralia. This spontaneous gesture frOm 
Waikerie is probably an aftermath. 

Mr. Zon is quoted in the "Proce·edings of 
Staff Meetings of the Mayo Clinic" as pointing 
out that. free water surfaces of lakes and 
streams contribute 1ess vapor to the air than 
bare moist soils, and of all vegetative coverings, 
a dense forest contributes most vapor. 

"The reasons for the tremendous consump
tion of water by forests are clear," Mr. Zon 
sta·ted. "To produce one pound of dry wood 
substance, from 500 to 1000-lb of water must 
pass through the body of the tree. A forest, 
if it is fairly stocked with trees, produces at 
least 100 cubic feet of wood an acre a year. 

similar powers to those included in the regu
lations of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, 
requiring the addition of the Crown Grade 
when any description of quality is applied to 
dried fruits. (South Australian State Con
ference). 

Enrolment Of Growers.-That a quantity 
qualification for' enrolment on the· State Dried 
Fruits Board should be adopted. (South Aus
tralian State Conference). 

Levies.-That the Board of Management be 
authorised to increase the levy and also make 
available from general funds, if necessary, an 
amount sufficient to support an active cam
paign in favor of the proposed referendum. 
(South Australian State Conference). 

Policing The Industry.-That a uniform 
system of policing the industry be instituted. 
(Murrumbidgee District Council A.D.F.A.). 

Australian -Dried Fruits Industry.-Publica
tion of book on the history of the dried fruits 
industry. (Board). 

Marketing Problems. (Board.) 
Shed Door Grade Samples.-That shed door 

grade samples shall consist of unstemmed fruit 
for Jairer comparison with fruit being deliv
ered at shed door. (Victorian State Con
ference). 

Cmtlainers For Official Grade Samples. -
That the matter of containers for official 
grade samples at packing house doors be dis
cussed, with a view to st'andardising such con
tainers. (Victorian State Conference). 

Uniform Account Sales.-That each crown 
of sultanas be further sub-graded into A, B 
and C sub-grades. That the matter of the 
number of sub-types in each grade for the 
purpose of final account sales be decided by 
Federal Council and that' for the purpose of 
uniformity of account sales, packers be in
structed to adhexe to the regulations. (Vic
torian State Conference). That the Federal 
Council be asked to amend regulations and 
practice to provide for uniformity of account 
s::tles by packing houses and agent's to a sweat-

RESEARCH FUND ESTABUSHED AT 
RED CLIFFS 

At a recent meeting of the Red Cliffs 
branch it Was decided to set aside £100 to be 
used for research work in the district. A 
committee was appointed to administer the 
fund and to work in co-operation with the 
C.S. and I.R. Ready response came from 
growers who made portion of their holdings 
available for experimental work. 

The programme for the present covers the 
investigation of the effect of watering through 
bud-burst, watering through the setting 
period and the effectiveness of the various 
depths and spacing of drains, depths from . 
4ft. 6in. to 6ft. and spacing from 40ft._ to 
80ft. being indud~d in the tests. Investiga
tions are also being made further in the prob
lem of frost prevention by arrangement with 
the frost club and C.S.I.R. 

""A cubic foot of coniferous wood weighs 
on an average 25lb.; that of hardwood about' 
40lb. An acre of forest, therefore, produces 
on an average from 2500-lb. to 4000-lb. an 
acre. To produce this amount of wood, from 
two and a half million to four million lb. of 
water will have to pass through the tree and 
be given off in the air. If this water were dis
tributed over an acre of land, it would cover 
it to a depth of 12 inches. 

"Forests, therefore, lying in the path of pte
vailing winds blowing from oceans t'o conti
nents, enrich the air passing over them with 
vapor, and help .in carrying this moisture far
ther into the interior of the continent. 

"Whether the forests actually increase: rain
fall may be a ·question, but the part which 
they play' in the distribution of rainfall over 
the land has a good foundation of scientific 
fac_ts. behind it." 

OIDIUM 
Is easily and economically controlled with 

Cooper's Colloidal Sulphur 
Mix it with your BORDINETTE, and thus save 

time and money. 

OBTAINABLE AT ALL PACKING SHEDS 
In 7-lb. Jars and 28-lb. Kegs 
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THE INDUSTRY FAC.ES A CRISIS 

The recent Privy Council decision has falle·n 

like a bombshell, shattering in a day the whole 
fabric of the organised marketing of primary 
products built up on the interpretation of 
Section 92 of the Commonwealth COnstitu

~,#on. The dried fruits industry is faced with 
one of the most serious problems in its history 
arid the value of the coming crop is seriously 
jeopardised. The successful marketing of this 
crop is largely dependent on an agreement be
tween the A.D.F .A. and the non -association 
dealers being effectively put into operation 
immediately. This agreement is being sought 

. as a means of trying to hold the position until 
such time as either the success of the refer
endum, or, in the event of its failure, some 
form of legislation such as the excise and 

bounty acts give the industry some opportu
nity of maintaining orderly marketing. Much 
time must elapse before this can be done, and 
in the meantime, if no agreement can be 
made to hold the position a price war would 
be inevitable. 

It is a most extraordinary position to find 
_ t~at. the Commonwealth has not now the 
pqwer to_ regulate the trade of its great na
tional. primary industrie·s on which the wealth 
of the- nation so overwhelmingly depends. It 

_is even more extraordinary to find the 

1<!-l.lfenta?le_ attitude· of .certain State leaders to 
. this·- position.- -The legislation under which 
these industries functioned is essential for their 
st~bility, ~J.?-d . it is a_s~q.qishing to see the atti

; tude of the Government of South Australia 
: particularly, on the question of supporting the . 
referendum. South Australia is essentially a 
~primary producing State and, must, of neces
sity, have everything to gain by the success 
of the referendum and the amending of the 
Constitution to enable the National Parlia
ment to properly control the trade and com

merce of the nation. 

The late Sir James Gavan Duffy, referring 
to this position in one of his judgments in a 

case involving Section 92, said: 

uNo civilised people would tolerate a posi
tion where the trad.e and commerce of the 
nation was not controlled by rules." 

In a judgment in the U.S.A., one· of the 
wm:ld's greatest democracies, .it was stated: 
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"A constitution does· not secure to. any

one liberty to conduct his buSiness .in such 
fashion as to inflict injury upon the public 
at large or upon any substantial group of 

people." 

The present pos1t1on is a Constitutional 
tragedy, and we would expect the State Pre
miers, who should be the leaders of any move
ment to uphold Constitutional Government, 
to be the first to say that this anomalous posi
tion must be _put right. Instead of that we 
find the Premiers of South Australia, Western 

Australia and Tasmania telling their people 

not to give the Commonwealth power to gov
ern trade and commerce .. They would be the 
first to uphold the· right to govern trade and 
commerce within their own States, but they 
cannot govern interstate trade and because of 
petty jealousies regarding the Commonwealth 
they would deny the people of their own 
States from the protection of interstate in
vasion. The small States seem to have .:1 f-:ar 
of the larger ones and yet they are advocating 
the continuance of the position which makes 
a trade invasion possible. 

The· failure of the Premiers' Conference to 

sup_J?ort t~e Commonwealth was a serious and 
immediate s_etback to the dried fruits- industry, 
for, with such backing it had been con:fi
de·ntly hoped that one of several schemes put 
up for consideration would have been put into 
operation in time to check the present dan
ger of a collapse in the marketing system. 
However, the position is here and it must be 
faced; with everyone in the industry prepared 
to put- all their energies into ·a united action 
to bring about security. A successful refer

endum will give this security in the best pos· 
sible way. The Association is putting its re:-
source and energies behind the campaign and 
needs its 53 00 growers and other interests 
within it to do the same. Growers can do 
much to help by taking every opportunity, 
and making opportunities, of disseminating 
the arguments, that will be prepared, as 
widely as possible. A personal let:ter to a 
friend is a possible vote gained. 

The agreement that is being prepared is of 
vital importance. Growers must dete·rmine 
to refuse to deal with any operator or dealer 
who is not prepared to give his guarantee, 
through his signature to it, that he will abide 
by its terms. There is the mirage of quick 
profit for a dealer who keeps out of the agree
ment' to take his proper share of export and 
sells all in the Commonwealth at prices main
tained by the agreement not to flood that 
market. This k~nd of dealer might offer 
tempting prices to growers, but any grower 
who acceptS that: price is only helping to break 
down the structure, for, as stated in the 
pplicy of the A.D.F.A. there can be no tol
erating the position of any individual taking 
such an undue advantage of price mainten

ance, for the period mentioned, that will be 
brought about by the agreement. If it is 
seen that a few are taking this advantage a 
collapse to world's parity is inevitable for the 
loyal signatories would be forced to go after 
the Australian trade at once before the prac

tice spread and they were left with parity 
prices for all but a fraction of their pack. 

The dealer who attempts to buy from 
growers at prices based on the anticipation of 

getting more than his share of the Common
wealth price·s is on very dangerous ground; 
likewise the trader who buys from him, for, 

the moment the pos1t10_~ became intolerable 
the collapse would come .ahd the drop in prices 
would force them into a loss. The grower, 
too, might easily be in trouble, for many pur
chases of fruit in the past have been made on 
the basis that the price to the grower would 
be adjusted to an equivale·nt of A.D.F.A. re
turns to growers. Therefore, the grower who 
took what looked a tempting offer would be 
no better off if a collapse eve·ntuated. 

The A.D.F.A. has been the success of the 
industrY and has faced many difficulties. It 
has only been able to do it through the loyalty 
and, on occasions, sacrifices for a principle

7 
of 

its members. The Independent Association of 
South AUstralia is working i11 ca::.operation 
with the A.D.F .A., but there a:re others yet 
to co-operate. The immediate future is a 
critical period and the outstanding essential 
today is the 100 per ce.nt. backing of those in 
the industry if serious losses are to be averted. 

-J.H.G. 

PERSONAL 
Mr. L. J. Cleary, a Director of the Aurora 

Packing Company, is now in Canada on his 
way back to Australia. He is expected to ar
rive early in November. 1vfr. Cleary has again 
promised to make available to this paper one 
of his very interesting surveys of the London 
marker. 

• • • 
Mr. J. M. Balfour, who has been "chairman 

of- the Victorian Dried Fruits Board since irs 
inception in 1924, has been selected as one 
of the endorsed Victorian Country Party can
didates for the Gippsland Province election for 
the Legislative Council, which will be held 
on October 17, 193 6. Mr. Balfour, who re
sides at Willowgrove, in the heart of the elec
torate, has become well known to all growers 
in Victoria, and, if elected, would prove a 
tower of strength to the dried fruits industry 
in the Upper House. He has always taken an 
active interest in all matters affecting the in
dustry, and growers _with whom he has been 
associated so long wish him success. 

A.D.F.A. TO SUPPORT THE 
REFERENDUM 

Letter To Dr. Page 
At the Marketing Conference it was 

decided that a letter to Dr. Earle Page 
assuring him of the support of the As
sociation to the referendum proposals 
and to invite his suggestions as to ~he i 
methods whereby the Association could ' 
assist to secure a favorable decision on 
the referendum. 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
The sales of Association vine fruits in the 

Commonwealth to the end of September, com
pare with the figures at the same date for the 
two previous years, as follows:-

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias . 

Totals 

Apricots . 
Nectarines 
Peaches 
Pears ... 

1936 1935 1934 
Tons Tons Tons 
2023 2288 2160 
5597 5741 5131 
1126 2055 1509 
-- ---- --
8746 10,084 8800 

TREE FRUITS 
1936 1935 1934 
Tons Tons Tons 
562 470 320 
21 1~ 13 

166 162 85 
60 51 31 

Totals . . . . . . 809 702 449 

PRUNES 
The sales in the Commonwealth to the end 

of September 1936, were 938 tons, as com
pared with 774 t~ns to the same pe·riod last 
year. 
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The Statistical !~osition 
Market Firming 

The movement of events overseas is of in
tense interest to growers in regard to its effect 
on prices. Both quality and quantity are 
down in the main competing countries, and 
we can reasonably anticipate a continuance of 
the firm prices prevailing. 

SULTANAS 
The 1936 sultana crop is selling well, and 

with the usual clearances, from October and 
November on, being maintained, we can hope 
for final sales before the new season's fruit ar
rive·s. The fruit remaining. for sale is of good 
quality and should sell well and bring its price 
against the present competition, especially as 
from reports to hand there has been loss of 
quality in Cret'e and Smyrna. The latter 
country is also down m tonnage from 
75,000-80,000 last year to, it is estimated, 
60,000 tons this year. The Californian posi
tion is much the same as last year, when an 
estimated crop of 250,000 to~s, after being 
damaged by rain, finally packed out at 
172,000 tons. The latest reports on this 
year's crop indicate a tonnage of approxi
mately 160,000 tons, due to loss by frost and 
other conditions. Included in these figures 
would be something like 16,000 tons of 
Muscats. 

LESS FRUIT IN COMPETITION 
It can be se·en from' the above figures that 

there should be less fruit in competition dur
ing the coming selling season than we have 
had to meet this season . . . the firming of 
prices rece·ntly is a good indication. From 
reports on the frost losses sustained by many 
of our growers it would appear that the Aus
tralian sultana crop, particularly, will allow 
only an average crop to be harvested, thus 
making the task of marketing the pack e·asier 
from a selling point of viem, but most un
fortunate from that of the grower who has 
lost. 

COMPETITION 
Certain compet1t10n must be faced from. 

Smyrna, but it should not be serious as a 
greatly increased demand has occurred from 
Continental countries in the last few years, 
due to commercial treaties entered into by 
Turkey. The following figures for 1934 and 
1935 give an indication of this. The 1936 
figures are not available, but will undoubtedly 
leave less available· for the U.K. market in the 
coming year:-

1935 1934 
Tons Tons 

Continent 55,175 19,385 
United Kingdom 13,600 5,100 
Sundries 780 320 

:M:inimum prices fixed by the Turkish Gov
ernment for exports to the United Kingdom 
this year range from equivalent to. £34/10/ t'o 
£46 per ton ex-warehouse, duty paid, England. 
Our prices are not out of line with these, and 
the· only doubt in the position is as to whether 
British buyers will pay the high premiums for 
such a large quantity of high-grade fruit as 
we have there this season, but, in view of the 
loss of quality in the competing fruit there is 
reason for confidence.. The above prices were 
decided upon an estimated pack of 75,000 
tons and since the reported loss it will be of 
interest to note whether a rise is taken. The 
Turkish Government requires that the grant
ing of an export licence shall entail an under
taking in writing from the applicant not to 
quote or sell below the official prices. This 
regulation will render the quotations more 
effective than they were last' year. 

CURRANTS 
The currant position, whilst fuming, is not 

as satisfactory as could be desired. The flue
' tuations of supply do not occur in the U.K. 

market as in other fruits, the dominating fac
tor being the enormous Greek production. In 
one year this production reached 200,000 
tons, the world consumption being only about 
105,000 tons. This position was brought 
about when the bulk of the French vineyards 
were destroyed by phylloxera, with the con
sequent big demand for imported currants for 
wine-making. Over a period of seven ye·ars, 
due to intensive planting in Greece _to supply 
the French market, production rose from 
98,000 tons to 200,000 tons. After the re·
establishment of the F1·ench vineyards on a 
new American resistant stock the French mar
ket disappeared and left the Gre·eks with an 
enormous over-production. This has been 
gradually brought down by a policy of re
striction to about 13 0,000 tons, which is still 
much in excess of the demand, especially as 
Australia has considerably incre·ased produc
tion and has obtained reciprocal markets to 
the detriment of Greece. This production 
being impossible to quit at remunerative prices 
the Gre·ek Government has adopted the policy 
of only releasing for home consumption and 
export such quantities as can be marketed pro
fitably. The balance is used for other purposes 
such as wine, fodder and other by-products. 

GREEK CONTROL IN LONDON 

It will be seen that the Greeks control the 
position in London and that the Australian 
price for currants in that market must be 
highly competitive. The £2 per ton duty on 
foreign fruit is helpful, but not sufficient to 
give our growers a payable return under the 
above conditions. However, sales are progress
ing satisfactorily in all markets and from the 
last Export· 'Board statement it is reported that 
there are only 850 tons of currants still to 
sell, out of a crop of 12,100 tons, plus the 
carry-over from bst year's record of 21,000 
tons. Currant growers lost heavily in both 
crop and quality this season and, unhke the 
sultana and lexia growers, do not get .the op
portunity of price rises afforded by l0w yields 
1n vther countries wl:-.alst the Grech'l position 
obtains. 

One very helpful feature this year has been 
the demand for currants of low grade by dis
tilleries at prices around £20 per ton. This 
fruit would, normally, be difficult to sell. The 
price was fixed at £14 per ton (minimum) by 
the Minister of Customs and packers have been 
able, by negotiation, to obtain better prices 
a:cording to- the state of the fruit. 

LEXIAS 
The pos1t10n in the U.K. has brightened 

considerably, both as a result of the civil war 
and the low crop. from Spain. It is stated 
that this crop is down from 12,000 tons last 
year to 6000 tons this harvest. No exact re
ports are to hand as to the position, but the 
rapid rise in price is sufficient and satisfactory 
information to growers. ("It's an ill wind.") 

.Last year the amount of lexias packed was 
light due to a demand for fresh fruit for wine
making. Consequently the quantity sent to 
London was very small and no difficulty was 
found in the selling of the lot at' good prices. 
These were bolstered up by the incidence of 
the increased percentage of the crop sold in 
Australia at the higher home prices. This year 
the pack is close to normal and this advantage 
will not be so great, but it is well met by the 
excellent results in London. It is noticed that 
growers in some centres have advertised for 
rooted Gordos and, whilst it is always dan
gerous to look too far ahead, it must be real
ised that the recent improved conditions for 
marketing lc:xias are due to a set of unusual 
circumstances and -that in normal times our 
excess stocks (over about 1000 to 1200 
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South Australian Pack For 
1935· 

The distribution of the dried vine fruit pack 
for the season 1935 over the several localities 
was as follows:-

Irrigated Areas Currants Sultanas Lexias 

Tons Tons Tons 
Renmark 2721 3546 104 
Berri 1780 3116 440 
Loxton-Pyap ... 300 557 18 
Barmera . 574 2075 402 
Moorook-Kingston 369 362 244 
Waikerie . 767 957 418 
Cadell 272 400 13 
Mypolonga ....... 9 8 

6792 11,021 1639 

Non-Irrigated Areas Currants Sultanas 

Clare . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 957 2 
Ba1·ossa . . . . . . . . 585 
McLaren Vale . . . . . . 747 1 
Langhorne's Creek . . . . 125 
Metropolitan (:Port Adelaide) 42 

2456 3 

It is here pointed out that the particular 
locality in which the fruit is packe9., as shown 
above, does not' nece-ssarily imply th;lt the fruit 
was produced in such area and, it is for this 
reason that the distribution of the dried tree 
fruit pack is not included. 

Note.-In. Victoria the Board returns indi
cate the amount of fruit grown in each distriCt. 
This procedure was put into operation at the 
request of growers' bodies and has been found 
to be of value especially in connection with the 
matter of thel rebate to branches and in regard 
to the question of representation; 

:MARKETING LEGISLATION 

Resolution To Commonwealth 
Government 
----

At the Mildura Conference it was re·
solved that this interstate conference of 
dried fruit growers urges the Common
wealth Government to sed{. the restora
tion of those powers it exercised in con
junction with the States in all good faith 
prior to the Privy Council decision in the 
James case· whereby State legislation re
ferring to dried fruits was made effec
tive. It further urges all State Govern
ments to support the refe·rendum to this 
effect, the results of which are vital to 
the future welfare of the industry. 
The resolution to be forwarded to 

::: the Prime Minister and State Premiers, 
and be released to the Press of Australia 
through the Association secretary. 

tons) in London have always been difficult to 
sell at payable prices. 

RETURNS TO GROWERS 
The actual figure for sweat-box returns, 

over the pack, should be definitely higher than 
last year, particularly in sultanas and lexias. 
Variations in returns are possible, according to 
the period during which the bulk of the fruit 
Of any partic-ular unit was sold. This would 
apply especially to lexias, in the case of which, 
the Spanish revolution and the low crop in 
that country caused a big rise in prices. There 
are only about 4000 tons of all vine fruits to 
sell in the U.K. (October 3), and it is re·ason
able to anticipate that this should be cleared 
before the end of November. 

EFFECT OF PRIVY COUN.CIL DECISION. 
The above survey is base·d on the assump

tion that we can maintain prices in Australia 
as in the past. Every effort is being made to 
hold the position until some stabilising legis
lation is put into operation. It is the vital 
duty of every grower to keep his fruit out of 
the hands of any dealer who is not prepared 
to work for the maintenance of the present 
price. 
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Sales Tax Exemptions For The 
Dried Fruits Industry 

On reference to the Board of Management 
minutes in this issue it will be seen that re
presentation was made for certain exemptions. 
It is satisfying to re·cord that these have been 
approved. The information has been received 
through the courtesy of :Mr. McClelland, 
M.H.R. Some of the items in the list are new 
e~emptions, others are merely extensions,· and 
others have been re-expressed for the sake of 
clarity. The list as it affects the industry is 
as follows:-

Secateurs, pruning shears, pruning saws, 
pruning knives, pruning hoops, tree pruners, 
branch shears, cincturing knives, grape scis
sors and orange cutters. (Note: The above
mentioned goods were previously exempt only 
when for use in agricultural industry. They 
will now be exempt unconditionally). 

Fruit picking trays, dehydrator trays and 
dehydrator trollies, dip tanks, dipping baskets, 
dipping crates, bleaching vats, sulphur boxes, 
rack verandahs, sp·reading trays (dip tanks, 
26/I0/33), chemicals, preparations and other 
materials, n.e.i. for use in drying, dipping, 
spraying, dusting, fumigating, washing, 
bleaching and coloring of dried fruit, (Note: 

This is an extension of certain existing exemp
tions). 

Spray pumps, spray guns and atomisers, 
stemmers , and graders and other machinery, 
implements and apparatus for use in grading, 
sorting, stemming, seeding or cleaning dried 
fruit; Showell plant, California washers, 
Walker washers and other plant having simi
lar uses. (2/9/32), 

IRRIGATION, WATER SUPPLY, 
DRAINAGE, ETC 

Piping made of metal, wood, stoneware, 
e·arthenware, concrete, reinforced concrete, 
reinforced cement or fibro cement for all pur
poses. (Note: This is an extension of the 
existing exemption which was limited to uses 
for the purposes of irrigation, water supply, 
drainage, sewerage, and the exemption of pip
ing made from the materials specified above 
1s now unconditional). 

FUEL, POWER AND LIGHT 
Crude oil, fuel oil and fuel tar. {Note: 

This -is an extension of the existing exemption 
which was conditional as to use in the produc
tion of power). Lubricating oils, greases and 
similar preparations. 

One .. Man Fencing Arrangement 
Trying to· pay out barbed ---:::·:r • 

;vire ~h~n al~ne usually e~ds .. - .- .... --~;i~~ cc;=r~=~~'?;::.::: 
m tw1stmg 1t or trampmg / ,.~~~- ·e 
backward and forward over ----- ~---~ ~r 

'" ~· ~""" "'""' '"' u;.-· . ---:... ' j ~ wire has stuck on the roll. /' -.. 
Take your tools in the wheel- / ~ ~ ~ 
barrow when going to do a / . ---· , 
job, and by fastening the ' _ . ·---L/ 
wooden frame, as illustrate·d, " ---
on the wheelbarrow by the wires, or riems (A), passing a crowbar or stick through the 
roll and two holes (BB) and fastening the loose end of the wire to the straining pole and 
pulling the barrow (wheel behind), the wire pays out. 

Barmera Branch A.D.F.A. 
The annual meeting held On August 17 was 

presided over by the chairman (Mr. E. Sims). 
In his report he stated that the branch had 
met seven times during the year and the com
mittee on eight occasions. The average at
tendancee was 40 members. The branch ~Jtd 
been represented at State and Federal Coun
cils, Frost Committee meeting at Mildura, and 
was taking a live interest in irrigation mat
ters and drainage. 

Through the committee's activity and re
presentations to the :Minister of Irrigation, a 
drainage scheme was under construction 
whereby relief would be given to the .. danger 
spot" of the area and .the question of a com
prehensive scheme for the district is being ex
plored, 

The ·constitution of the branch provides 
that three inembers of the committee retire 
annually and members remain :in office for 
two years. This gives continuity of ~ervice 
and has been observed for the past six years. 
The commit'tee consists of Mr. E. D. Sims 
(chairman), and Messrs. H. L. Porter, W. 

MacGillivray, V, Shepherd, C. W, Till and L 
P, White. 

During the year the branch had been ad
dressed by Messrs. Lyon and Ingerson, of the 
C,SJ.R,; Mr. Guster, of the Adelaide Chemi
cal Works; :Mr. Garnett, of Berri distillery; 
Mr. N. S. FOtheringham, of Berri Government 
Orchard; also Mr. Giles, the tobacco expert. 
The branch liberally subsidises the Agricultural 
Bureau in the district, thus enabling lecturers 
to come along and keep the interest of mem
bers sustained. In this regard it is pleasing 
to note that it was possible to Organise the 
marketing of peas and other vegetables grown 
in Loveday. Tobacco growing was also materi
ally assisted by the branch making facilitie·s 
available for growers interested to he ad
dressed. 

Grade Fixing And Samples.-More interest 
was taken by branches and sheds in making 
fruit available for grade fixing in February
March, and Barmera contributed its share of 
fruit and finance. 

OVERSEAS SALES 
The following are the figutes of overseas 

sales of Australian dried fruits to October 10: 

SULTANAS 
Shipped 
Sold 

Unsold 

18,891 tons 
15,011 tons 

3,880 tons 

Average Price, £42/3/0, 

CURRANTS 
Shipped 
Sold 

Unsold 

4,092 tons 
3,275 tons 

817 tons 

Average Price, £30/13/0, 

LEXIAS 
Shipped 
Sold 

Unsold 

2,055 tons 
1,241 tons 

814 tons 

Average Price, £42/17 /! 

EXPORT SHIPMENTS 

Season 1935 
Growers are often interested in the dis

tribution of their dried fruits in the over
seas export markets and the following list of 
ports to which dried fruits were consigned 
during the 193 5 season is informative:
UNITEI) KINGDOM EAST INDIES 
London 
Liverpool 
Bristol 
Glasgow 
Hull 
Manchester 

CANADA 
Montreal 
Quebec 
Halifax 
St, John 
Vancouver 

U.S.A, 
Seattle 

NEW ZEALAND 
Auckland 
Wellington 
New Plvmouth 
Napier • 
Gisborne 
Wanganui 
Greymouth 
Westport 
Dunedin 
Nelson 
Lyttleton 
T'imaru 
The Bluff 

AFRICA 
Capetown 
Beira 
Natal (Waydon 
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Joint Publicity Committee Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board 

Chairman's Report 
BROADCASTING 

Contracts have been signed with six sta
tions, viz., 2GB and 2UW, Sydney; 3UZ and 
3KZ, Melbourne; 4BC, Brisbane; and 5AD 
Adelaide. These contracts have been arranged 
to start in July, and the majority will nm 
through until December. 

NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING 
Contracts have been made with the various 

daily and women's papers throughout the 
Commonwealth, and practically the whole of 
the money available for this ye·ar has now 
been allocated. The Melbourne "Sun News· 
Pictorial" conducted a "Better Cooking 
Campaign" in June and July, and, as this has 
proved of considerable value to the Commit
tee in the past, opportunity is being taken 
to bring dried fruits prominently before the 
public. 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 
Contracts have been let for 40 window dis

plays in grocers' shops in the Melbourne and 
metropolitan area during June and July; 40 
more will be used during August and Septem
ber, and a final 40 for the the Christmas trade. 
In addition, arrangements are in hand for 40 
displays in Sydney during the- next fe:w 
months, and another 40 will be used for the 
Christmas trade. 

R. G. WILSON & CO. 
This Melbourne firm has always given 

prominence to dried fruits, and annually 
they stimulate trade by a very excellent win
dow display, in their Elizabeth Stre·et shop, 
which remained for some weeks. Unfortunately, 
this year, they experienced some difficulty in 
obtaining suitable tree fruits for display, but 
as a result of ne·gotiations with them by the 
Committee, they agreed to make a dis
play immediately following the Melbourne 
Royal Show. This is considered to be a very 
suitable time of the year, as there is little 
fresh fruit available. 

THOMPSON & SON, TOORAK 
This is a good store situated in the centre 

of the Toorak shopping area. The proprietors, 
having heard of 011r publicity work, made 
a request that we should help them to dress 
a big window with dried fruits. This has been 
done. 

SWAN HILL CENTENARY 
CELEBRATIONS 

During the week prior to these celebrations, 
dried fruits displays were put in every 
grocer's shop in the township, and also in 
some bakers' shops and other stores. All the 
storekeepers were highly pleased with these 
displays, and considered that their sales would 
be largely increased. thereby. It might be men
tioned that these celebrations drew a big in
flux of visitors, and on one day it was esti
mated that there were 10,000 in the stre-ets 
of Swan Hill. 

SHEPPARTON 
A quantity of material was supplied to Mc

Lennan's Stores for a display during «Made 
in Australia Campaign." The organiser for 
the Made in Australia Council advises that a 
very large and excellent display was made 
in the windows of this firm. 

In _addition to the foregoing, the usual re
quests have be·en received from country store
keepers for display material, and this has been 
supplied. 

BENDIGO 
This city intends to conduct a Made in Aus
tralia campaign, and we are endeavoring to 
arrange for a number of displays in various 
shops during this period. 

ROYAL AGR!CUL TURAL SHOW, 
MELBOURNE 

The- ·usual steps have been taken for our 
exhibit in the Hall of Commerce, and applica-

tion has also been made for· the same space 
as was occupied in previous years in the Gov
ernment Pavilion. 

BAKERY TRADE 
Numerous applications for advertising ma

terial for raisin bread have been received from 
bakers and. pastrycooks and, in each case, suf
ficient showcards, leaflets and recipes have 
been supplied. 

PUBLICITY MATERIAL FOR 
OVERSEAS 

The Export Control Board definitely decided 
to take 1000 of our large cutouts for use 
overseas, particularly in Canada and New Zea
land. These hav-e been_ ordered and will be 
paid for by the Export Control Board. Other 
material was also supplied the Board, for use 
at the forthcoming Auckland Show. 

EXPENDITURE, 1935-36 
The statement of receipts and expenditure 

shows an expenditure of £4,5 31 for the 12 
months ended 30th April, 1936. This amount 
was mostly expended upon newspaper adver
tising, broadcasting, display material, ~nd the 
re-printing of the New Sunshine Cookery 
Book. 

The 1936 Federal Council 

VITAL ISSUES 
Serious issues face the Federal Council meet

ing in Adelaide on October 28. One of the 
most serious decisions in the history of the 
A.D.F.A. might have to be made on the pre
sent crisis on the marketing situation. Whilst 
the Board of Management is the "Cabinet'> of 
the Association the Federal Council remains 
the "Parliament" of the industry. In big 
issues such as the one that has to be faced the 
elected representatives of the growers are re
sponsible for decisions that are of the utmost 
importance to the industry; the facts of the 
matter are covered fairly fully in this issue of 
the industry's paper and delegates should be 
in possession of most of the salient' features of 
the main discussion. Events are moving 
rapidly and fresh developments will have even
tuated before the Council meets. The indica
tions are that a satisfactory report covering 
the immediate future will be presented to the 
Council, otherwise, as stated, delegates will 
have to face momentous issues. The policy of 
the Association has been published and there 
is no indication apparent so far that the 
growers are· not right' behind it. 

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION CLOSE 
ON NOVEMBER 161fH 

A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board was held in Melbourne on Se'ptember 
22. 

Mr. F. 1L Read reported on the 1-esults of the 
conference on the prune industry convened by 
the Federal Government in Sydney on August 
31, 1936. The question of certain proposed 
additional plantings in the Murray Valley 
was further considered by the Board, and it 
was resolved to obtain a report on what was 
being done, with a view to making further 
representations to the State Government, if 
necessary. The Board accepted the invitation 
of the Nyah-Woorinen Dried Fruits Enquiry 
Committee to its Field Day on October 14. 

Regarding an alternatiVe scheme to take the 
plac·e of the previous Commonwealth system of 
control, which was invalidated by the Privy 
Council decision, the Chairman reported that 
the Commonwealth Government would not 
take any action until the referendum was de
cided, but the question of coping with the 
situation by means of State action should he 
investigated. 

In connection with the election of growers' 
representatives to the Board for the triennial 
period, Commencing January 1, 19l7, it was 
resolved that it be recommended to the Hon
orable the Minister for Agriculture that nomi
nations close at 12 noon on November 16~ 
1936, that the closing date of the election be 
4 p.m. on December 10, 1936, and that the 
Chairman be authorised to take all necessary 
action to arrange for the carrying out of the 
election-the term of office· of the newly
elected members to be from January 1, 1937 
to December 3 1, 19 3 9. It was also resolved 
that the Governor-in-Council be asked to ap
point the Returning Officer and Deputy
Returning Officer. 

A statement was supplied to the Bo·ard 
showing the quantity of drawback fruit issued, 
together with additional drawback fruit ap.:. 
proved for the years 1935 and 1936. Several 
members of the Board expressed !~eir apprecia
tion of the excellent display made by the Dried 
Fruits Joint P-ublicity Committee at the Royal 
Agricultural Show, and it' was resolved to con
"Vey to those responsible this appreciation. 

The Mildura Co .. operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd. 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL, £100,000. PAID UP FUNDS, £90,000. 

Packers and Sellers of Dried Fruit 
"PADLOCK" BRAND 

DRIED FRUITS PACKED: Sultanas, Curranrts, Lexias, Walthams, Apricots, ,Peaches, 
Nectarines, Muscatels. 

CITRUS PACKED: Navels, Valencia and other Oranges, Mandarines, Lemons, Grape 
Fruit. 

Manufacturers of Marmalade, Jams, Lemon and Mixed Peel, Candied Peel, Tomato 
Sauce, Worcester Sauce, Tomato Soup .. Lemon Juice, Lemon Squash, Orange Juice, 

and other products. 

Packing Sheds: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Birdwood 
and Curlwaa 

Sales Offices: Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane, London. 

Growers are Invited to join the Company 
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Sulphuring Of Apricots New South Wales Dr.ied 
Fruits Board 

STATE BOARD'S POWERS NOT 
AFFECTED Through the courtesy of Mr. Sloan, man

ager of the Red Cliffs Co-operative Com
pany, the following letters are available to 
growers. The problem of the darkening of apri
cots is one that gives concern. The South Af
rican apricot is of good keeping quality and 
the information from that source should be of 
value. The letters read as follow: 

UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 

Office of t4e University of Stellenbosch. 
Mulders Vlei, 

South Africa. 
7th September, 1936. 

RE DARKENiNG OF APRICOTS 
Dear Mr. Sloan, 

In reply to your letter of August 6, I re
gret being such a long distance away from 
yoU, as the causes of your trouble may be en
tirely different from what I presume. 

On our farms the fruit is harvested when 
fully ripe,. cut and sulphured immediately. We 
use about 1{-lb. of sulphur per 100 cubic 
feet space of the sulphur chamber, and the 
fruit is exposed to the fumes for about fO'l.rr 
hours. The amount of sulphur used, and the 
time of sulphuring has got to be varied accord
ing to the climatic conditions. We generally 
try to give sufficient sulphur, so that by the 
time the fruit is delivered at the packing shed 
it should contain approximately 1500 p.p.m. of 
sulphur dioxide. This we find a safe limit for 
good keeping quality while the fruit is stored 
in the shed. 

On the farm the fruit is thoroughly dried, 
because under-dried fruit is inclined to lose its 
color sooner. Judging from the apricots I have 
seen in your parts in 1929, I am indined to 
think that your fruit is over-dried. This, of 
course, may no longer be the case. 

In our packing sheds the fruit is graded as 
soon ·as possible. after delivery, and then stored. 
The fruit is only processed as orders com€: in, 
for shipment. 

The process in the packing she·d is as fol
lows: The fruit is washed in cold water and 
then spread on drying trays in thin layers. The 
trays with the fruit are stacked and put into a 
Sulphur chamber where it is exposed to the 
fumes .for SOD,le time. This is a very vague de
scription, but you will understand that no 
·hard and fast rule can be abided to. As the 
fruit is stored in the shed, the fruit gradually 
loses $02. Consequently, less sulphur must 
be given to early shipments. Sulphuring is 
therefore varied according to the S02 content 
of the fruit processed. We always try to make 
sure that the apricots contain approximately 
1500 p:p.m. of $02 when shipped. 

I can only suggest that you have experimen
tal quantities analysed at various stages so as 1 

to decide whether your fruit is not perhaps 
unders·ulphured. 

Yours faithfully, 

I. J. BURGER, 
Dried Fruit Officer. 

The South African Dried Fruit Co. Ltd. 
Worcester, Cape Province, 

September 18, 1936. 

DISCOLORATION OF DRIED APRICOTS 
Dear Mr. Sloan.-The only conclusion that 

I can come to, is that the freshly cut apricots 
in the first instance were sulphured too 
lightly. Another reason for the discoloration 
may be that your packers are over-processing 
the fruit. In other words, the fruit is al
lowed to absorb too much moisture. How
ever, the follow~ng is our method of process
ing dried apricots which we presume have 
been properly sulphured by the grower:-

The apricots are immersed for five to ten 
seconds in a slight salt water solution-some 
t\YO pounds of common salt to approximately 

one hundred gallons of water.::._then spread on 
trays not too thinly, and slightly resulphured 
for say a minimum of six hours. After this 
treatment, the fruit is th01·oughly soft and 
pliable, but in no way messy. Before being 
put into boxes, the fruit is often left on the 
trays in stacks for a few hours, to allmv all 
sulphur fumes to escape. This second sulphur
ing does not add very much to the sulphur 
content already found in the fruit. 

I hope the foregoing will be of some help 
to you. 

I notice in a recent publication of the "Aus
tralian Dried Fruits News" that there is d;-tn
ger of additional planting of vines indiscrimi
nately. That is exactly the danger in South 
Africa where the production is certainly in
finitesimal compared t:O the tonnages produced 
in other countries.-Yours very sincerely, 

CLAUDE :MARAIS. 

MR. HAWKER ON :MARKETING 

Mr. C. A. S. Hawker, M.H.R., 
who takes a very keen interest in the 
Dried Fruits Industry, attended the 
South Australian Conference and was 
welcomed by the chairman, who as
sured him that some .information on 
the subject o± <'Orderly Marketing" 
would be appre·ciated. 

Mr. Hawker, in the course of an 
interesting talk on the political situ
ation of the marketing tangle, said 
that there seemed little doubt that 
the Gove·rnment would ask for limit
ed powers only. He thought that 
most people would be frightened to 
give sweeping po\vers and advised that 
it would be made plain that this in
dustry only wished to restore its right 
to control its own industry. He 
dealt with the position that had 
arisen between some States in the 
Commonwealth at the recent confer
ence which was to be regretted. He 
conduded by stating that other coun
tries visited by him were. using the' 
same methods as our industry and 
regulating their marketing. He also 
said that the excise scheme should be 
kept in mind as an alternative in the 
event of an adverse vote on the re
ferendl.lffi. 

At a meeting of the New South Wales Dried 
Fruits Board held in Sydney the· all-absorbing 
question as to the effect on the dried fruits 
industry of the decision of the Privy Council 
in James v. the Commonwealth was exhaus
tively considered. 

It was abundantly clear that the decision 
does not in any way affect the provisions of 
the St::tte Dried Fruits Act or the constitution 
of the New South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
thereunder. The activities of the Board under 
the State Act will therefore uninterruptedly 
continue as formerly. 

The main activities of the Board consiSt of 
the recommendation on the basis of produc
tion and consumption of quotas for purposes 
of intrastate trade, and the check of the New' 
South Wales pack -of dried fruits to ensure 
that the determined quotas are complied with, 
the registration of packing houses, the inspec
tion of dried fruits to ensure the hygienic 
treatment thereof, the regulation of the pack
ing and grading of dried fruits, the regulati'on 
of branding of cases containing dried fruits, 
the prevention of the sale or purchase of dried 
fruits which have not been packed and graded 
in a registered packing house and the con
tainers branded in accordance with the regu
lations made under the Act. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERS0:0l'S interested in packing Dried 

F1·uits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
m·e advised that application No. 18731/34 
dated 3rd August, 1934, has been made 
for letters patent which includes the use 
of Ethyl Formate and on the grant of 
letters patent the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages and 
prevent unauthorised use of their inven~ 
tion. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operative Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

Branches Agents 

in All in All 

States Districts 

iEsTASLISHED 1849 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK, WORKERS' COMPENSATION 

CROP, STACK AND MOTOR CAR 

INSURANCES EFFECTED 

Head Office: 53 Market Street, Melbourne 
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Cultural Practices in S.A. 
The experimental work carried out by the 

Board in co-operation with growers in the non
irrigated areas was continued during the year. 
A programme is being developed which is de
signed to produce a higher grade of currant 
by means of giving closer attention on the 
part of the grower to his ordinary culnu·al 
methods. 

In the year 1933, .experimental plots were 
selected in the Clare, Barossa and McLaren 
Vale areas, where trials have been conducted, 
more particularly in respect to improved prun
ing methods and ~ehabditation of older \'ines. 
As the work has been in progress only three 
years, it is yet too early to state that the im
provements are of a permanent character. 

Under an arrangement made by the Board 
with the Department of Agriculture, the tests 
are being supervised and measured by the Chief 
Horticultural Instructor (Mr. A. G. Strick
land~ M.Ag.Sc.) assisted by his district officers, 
and· the results so far achieved suggest that 
the trials have been justified. 

Early in the year the Board, accompanied 
by Professor Prescott, of the \X'aite Institute 
of Agricultural Research, Mr. A. V. Lyon, 
M.Ag.Sc., of the Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research, and Mr. Strickland, visited 
the areas and inspected the plots where the 
vines revealed a definite reaction to the treat
ment. At each centre well-attended meetings 
were held in the evening, when Professor Pres
cott, Messrs. Lyon and Strickland addressed 
the growers on general cultural methods. 

During the year the Board decided to in
dude prune cultivation in its programme of 
cultural methods. It was found that as a re
sult of general dry climatic conditions, pre
ceding the ripening of the fruit, a relatively 
large proportion of low-grade prunes number
ing over 120 to the pound was produce-d, with 
a corresponding shortage of the larger and 
more marketable grades. The position bec-ame 
serious to a number of prune merchants, who 
had taken advantage early in the season of at-

tractive local prices and, by disposing of their 
higher grades on the Commonwealth market, 
were left with stocks of small low-grade fruit, 
,vhich could not be profitably exported. 

The abnormal proportion of low-grade fruit 
also pre·sented a problem to the Victorian 
growers and in October, 19 3 5, a conference 
of prune producers was held at Kyabram 
(Vic.) to which representatives of the State 
Boards ·were invited. This conference passed 
a resolution urging the Boards of the producing 
States to take steps to amend the regulations 
in order ro eliminate all prunes of 120 to the 
pound and over. The Board, however, refused 
to adopt this recommendation, as it is con
tended that the solution to the small prune 
problem is largely to be found in an attempt 
to improve quality by growers paying clos~:: 
attention. to soit rreatmenc and ;;runin~. 

Some months prior to the Kyabram confer
ence the Board conferred with representative 
prune growers, with the result that local com
mittees of growers have been established in 
each producing centre to collect data in re
spect tO soil features and fertilising and prun
ing problems. 

The Board is of the opinion that the Com
monwealth market is capable of absorbing a 
larger proportion of prunes than is consumed 
at present. Increased local consumption, 
however, cannot be reasonably expected until 
a greater proportion of better and larger-sized 
prunes are available to the public. 

Ic is felt that the real solution to the prob
lem of the small prune is to, be found in taking 
steps to improve production by paying closer 
attention to cultural methods and, with this 
end in view, the Board has approached the 
Government with a recommendation for the 
appointment of a specially-trained research 
officer to be attached to the Department of 
Agriculture, and it has offered to subsidise 
the salary and expenses of such officer out of 
the Board"s funds. 

"W ARATAH" Brand for 
The Man on the Land 

"WARATAH" PRODUCTS ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
FROM THE IRON ORE TO THE FENCE 

Keep Australian Workmen Employed, An 
assured Home Consumption is your best mar
ket. 

Australians consume 60% of the total pri
mary production of the Commonwealth. 
A week's work for four Australian Work
men is created every time a mile of Australian 
Netting is sold, 

THEREFORE 

Specify 'Waratah' Brand 
WIRE NETTING 

TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
HINGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

ETC., ETC. 
AND SEE YOU GET IT 

Sold by All Leading 'Storekeepers 
MADE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 

B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS BROS. <Aust.) LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 422 L.lt. Collins St., Melbourne 

Rylamls Stand Behind Their Products 
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.I The Work Of Mr. Menzies 
I At The Privy Council 
' 

APPRECIATION BY THE INDUSTRY 

On several occasions recently articles 
have appe·ared in a leading paper circu
lating in dried fruits areas, couched in 
such terms that would indicate that the 
Attorney-General had not the confidence 
of the industry. 

Leaders of the industry have· assured 
11r. Menzies of its confidence in his 
ability, and above all in his integrity. It: 
is but fair and a duty that this assurance 
of confidence should be stated in this, 
the official journal of the A.D.F.A., and 
it is done since·rely and purely from a 
desire to do what is prope1·. 

ML lvlenzies has had close contact 
with our industry in the early days of 
Red Cliffs, when he spent holidays with 
settler relatives, taking an interest in the 
affairs of the growers to the extent of 
attending several meetings as an observer 
of some of our problems, 

It is a great' pity that, for some ob
scure reason, the part he play~ed in the 
now historic case is not fairly and fully 
presented to the public. 

It was universally· agreed that no more 
suitable man could be selected in Aus
tnlia to present the case than Mr. Men
zies. Even prominent public men who 
were opposed to him politically, but 
knew his ability, were especially anxious 
that he should be secured to present the 
case. 

That this attitude and our confidence 
was fully warranted is proved by the 
remarks of the Lords of the Privy Coun
cil, wherein it is stated that: "Their 
Lordships expressed a particular appreci
ation for the admirable argument by the 
Commonwealth Attorney-General, the 
merit of which was in no wav diminished 
because it had not succeed~d." 

Notes From The M.I.A. 

LOSSES FROM FROST 
In a report from the Murrumbidgee area. 

it is stated that very severe losses have result
ed from the recent frost. Many settlers have 
lost the whole of their crop, and apricots 
have been almost completely wiped out, and 
even wine grapes affected. 

The M.I.A. District Council, which forms 
the N.S.W. State Conferenc·e, held the annual 
meeting at Whitton recently. Mr. E. J. Hud
son was elected President, and Mr. Rose, Sec
retary. The delegate elected to the. Federal 
Council was Mr. S. Broome, of Griffith. Dele
gates attended from Yenda, Griffith and Cor
hie Hill; no representative being present from 
Lee·ton. The main item of the agenda was that 
a recommendation should be sent to Federal 
Council to the effect: "That a more uniform 
policy of policing the industry be instituted.'~ 

ORGANISER'S SERVICES APPRECIATED 
In a letter from the Se·cretary of the 

M.I.A. District Council, appreciation is ex~ 
pressed of the work of Mr. J. Stewart, the 
Association organiser. 

The recent visit to the M.I.A. by Mr. Stew
art has done more to weld ·growers into the 
A.D.F.A. than any previous effort. At a gen
eral meeting of settlers at Yenda, called under 
the auspices of the Returned Soldiers League, 
it was resolved: uThat this meeting greatly 
appreciates the services rendered to g~owers 
by the A,D.F,A,. A special vote of thanks 
to be· conveyed to Mr. Stewart for his untir
ing efforts in endeavoring to assist growers 
to overcome their many difficulties." 
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VINEYARD IRRIGATION By .•• 
F. De CASTELLA 
Viticulturist 

(Continued from last Issue) 

THE VINE'S WATER REQUIREMENTS 

The need for ample soil moisture when the 
vine sprouts in September is fairly obvious. 
A dry subsoil means an unsatisfactory bud 
burst ·and a loss of potential crop. In vine~ 
yards depending on rainfall, a dry winter 
means many blind buds in spring and a cor
respondingly reduced "show" of fruit. During 
September there is very little transpiration 
from the· small leaf surface. With adequate 
tillage· the soil loses scarcely any of its initial 
store of moisture. 

The foliage area increases a good deal in 
October and more water is transpired, but 
the vine's demands are still very moderate, in 
comparison with the reserves held by a good 
vineyard soil. The real drain does not develop 
until November, when, in some cases, it may 
be necessary to irrigate, though most soils will 
carry for a longer period-sometimes inqeed, 
until near Christmas. It is true that if water 
be made available earlier, the vine will utilise 
it, but not in the best interests of the fruit. 
On the other hand, the soil must not become 
altogether too dry, which might even result 
in abscission of the young berries, as shown 
below. 

Iri December much water is necessary. If 
a watering was given in November, it will 
not now need repeating, but henceforth, un
til vintage, the vine is very exacting ~nd its 
demands must be met. The fruit has to in
crease to its full size. The water acntally ab
sorbed by the grapes is not considerable, since 
a 10-ton crop _contains only some 1,600 gal
lons, but unless the vine absorbs many times 
this quantity, the fruit will not receive its 
quota. Far more important is the transpiration 
from the foliage. Obviously, the greater its 

·surface the more water will be t:i.-anspired. 
Here we have the chief objectiOn to excessive 
top hamper. It may' be difficult ·to satisfy the 
demands on soil moisture, and if they are not 
met leaf scald will result, with its conse
quent evils, scorching of the fruit, interfer
ence with ripening, etc. Vines that receive 
water in October and November are, owing to 
their over-exuberant growth, most exacting 
for water in Jan·uary and February, and more 
liable to suffer from a heat wave at this time. 

INJURY FROM MOISTURE SHORTAGE 
IN SPRING 

The principle must not be carried t'o ex
tremes. Though superfluous spring moisture 
is undesirable, soil and subsoil must not dry 
out altogethe'r. I have known cases where ab
scission, or dropping, of shot-size berries, was 
due to no other cause, though, as usual, thrips 
was· blamed for the occurrence. The erid of 
November seems to be a critical period; when 
the young berries have attained a quarter of 
an inch in diameter, abscission is much less 
likely. 

In one case investigated by the writer, 
watering was delayed until 18th November, 
th~re had been no August irrigation, and a 
cover crop had been grown and ploughed in. 
In other cases shallow soils with impenetrable 
subsoils were' at fault. Such occurrances are 
seldom to be 'feared on normal soils that com
menced the sea-son with an adequate moisture 
quOta to a· sufficie'nt depth. Nevertheless, their 
possibility must not be lost sight of, and due 
attention should be paid to the condition of 
the subsoil in November. The auger will tell 
whether a w:~.tering may or may not be with
held fm; a further period. 

-The tolera1ice of the vine to dry conditions 
. :in mid-summer is surprising. Though oppor
tunities -for its observation are rare under ir
rigation, it is often evidenced in vineyards 
that depend on rainfall, as for example, the 
1933 vintage at Rutherglen. ,The 1932 au
tumn was wet, and ample soil moisture was 
stored and maintained by moderate winter 

falls. Good rains fell in September. This mois
ture provision enabled the vines to stand the 
dryness of the last three months of the year. 
Many hillside vineyards showed signs of dis
tress, nor was relief afforded until the latter 
part of January, when good rains fell, bring
ing about a remarkable recovety. NOtwith
standing gloomy forebodings in December and 
early January, the 193 3 vintage was a very 
satisfactory .one. 

Niuch of the undesirable Octobe·r watering 
is given, not because the vineyard owner con
siders that his vines are in need of water, but 
because he fears that, without it', they may 
not carry through, without' suffering, until 
the next occasion -on which water will be 
available, usually an interval of several we~ks. 
Hence a watering is· often applied when the 
vines could quite well have gone without it; 
indeed, in many cases, where the vine would 
have been far better served had that particu
lar irrigation been dispensed with altogether. 

Such is a necessary consequence of com
munity irrigation; it is obviously-- impossible 
to accommodate every grower simultaneously. 
In most cases, if the soil be good and itS< 
water-holding capacity satisfactory, it is bet
ter, in such circumstances, to err on the dry 
side and cancel an· irrigation rather than apply 
it unnecessarily. The soil auger will give re
liable information as to how long the vines 
can wait without risk. 

MODERATE SPRING IRRIGATION 
Having examined the drawbacks of exces

sive summer growth, let us consider the ad
vantages to be expected from its reduction, 
by moderating soil moisture in spring. In 
addition to the reduced competition from 
vegetative . growth already pointed our, it is 
desirable i:p. other ways. It permits a reduction 
in working expenses; both in the cost of the 
water- saved, and in the extra tillage its appli
cation would have. entailed. It favors the 
blossoming of the vine in November. Rain, 
or a cold spell, adversely affect the setting. 
Though irrigation seems less harmful, it has 
a somewhat similar e:ffe·ct, and its aYoida,nce 
shortly before, and during blossom, is in the 
interests of this vital function. 

Again it·' facilitates vine disease contr,ol. 
Spring irrigation sometimes leads to postpon
ment of spraying at a vitally important mo
ment. 

It is in accord with the vine's life cvcle 
and favors that early cessation of sum;11er 
growth that is so desirable. This benefits the 
yield- of the season after the current one, bY 
favoring fruit bud formation. 1t improv~s 
quality and weight of the cun-ent season's 
grape crop. The fruit is better nourished and 
ripens under more favorable conditions. Such 
improvement is due to reduced competition 

by immature vegetative growth, and also to 
less sunscald in late summer. 

EXCEPTIONAL CASES 
There are cases in _which the foregoing re

commendations may be incapable of applica
tion. 

Some soils take water so badly that ·a single 
application in August could not accommo
date the vine until after blossom. Impene
trable soda clays at a shallow depth, where 
the vine root system is super:ficial, are in this 
case. Such soils may necessitate the shortening 
of the interval between irrigations to a month, 
or even less, if the vine is not' to suffer, which 
needs must be avoided. Such exceptional cases 
demand appropriate treatment, but they do 
not invalidate the application of the principle 
to more fortunate normal soils. 

Vines of insufficient vigor are another ex
ception. It is only when altogether excessive 
that top hamper is undesirable. Weak vines 
may in some cases benefit from watering in 
October, though tillage and manure are usu
ally more helpful. Deficient vigor is frequent 
on soils of poor water capacity, where inter
vals between irrigations must not be too pro
longed. Even on normal land, a heat wave 
may compel the advancing of a watering that 
\Vould not have been due for several weeks. 

Green manuring sometimes complicates mat
ters, especially if sown undesirably late·, a 
faulty practic? that is rather common. If 
sown and irrigated early, it can be ploughed 
in during August, before the basic watering 
of that month, \Vith which it will not then 
inte-rfere. 

THE IRRIGATION PROGRAMME 
Though different cases need different treat

ment', the broad features of a policy calcu
lated to moderate the vine's growth in sum
mer may be outlined: The essential point being 
somewhat reduced soil moisture in spring, the 
winter watering assumes paramount import
ance. It is really the· basis of the policy, since 
it establishes the soil moisture reserve, without 
·which further ·irrigation could not safely be 
withheld, until after blossom. Though this 
reserve may be established at any period in 
winter, August is the best month; it can 
then be dispensed with if heavy winter rains 
haYe rendered it unnecessary-such cancel
lation is often decided on unwisely-the sur
face foot or so may seem wet enough whilst 
the subsoil. is too dry. The winter rains seJ
dom suffice, unless after a good watering in the 
previous autumn-and no green manure
which would deplete the reserve by .its trans
piration. Postponing -the first watering until 
September interferes with fungous disease con
trol, and it is rather late to help the bud
burst, which is much benefited by the Augu~t 
:tpplication. 
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Adequate soil moisture being thus provided, 
the second watering should be delayed as 
long as may be possible, without injury to 
the vine; this may be as late as December, 
though it will usually be needed earlier, especi
ally in a warm summer. The subsoil condi
tion as shown by the auger, will indicate how 
long it can safely be withheld. Adequate 
waterings must be given in December, Janu
ary, and possibly February, their dates depend
ing on that of the second application. It ma:~r 
be recalled that the less water the vine 1·e
ceived in October and November the less ex
acting will it be in late summer and autumn. 
It' is vines that were generously watered in 
spring that are most liable to suffer from 
sun-scald in February. 

Victorian State Conference 
CONSTITUTION ADOPTED 

In support of the importance of the August 
watering, mention may be made of .the bene
fits derived from winter irrigation, in districts 
of almost' sufficient rainfall. In some parts 
of Europe water is obtainable only in winter, 
yet its application at this season proves most 
useful. A similar case came under my notice 
at Sunbury some years ago--an old vineyard, 
the wine yield of which had declined to only 
70 gallons per acre .. Winter irrigation was1 

provided, and though not supplemented by 
any later application, for which no water was 
available, it sufficed to raise the yield to some 
400 gallons per acre. 

SUMMARY 
In irrigated vineyards, improvement m 

yield and quality, and economy in working 
attend the avoidance of too exuberant and 
prolonged summer growth. 

Vegetative growth can be moderated by 
somewhat restricting soil moisture at the 
period of the vine's most rapid growth, in Oc
tober and November. At this time the present 
over-lavish use of irrigation water can also be 
most advantageously reduced. 

Irrigation in October stimulates vegetative 
growth in marked manner; after November 
it has much less action in this direction. 

Sufficient vegetative growth is necessary, 
but, in excess, it is undesirable and may com
pete with the fruit. Beyond a certain point 
there is a strange lack of proportionality be
tween leaf area and sugar produced. 

A reduction of soil moisture in spring pre
sents further advantages in the direction of 
economical working. It also favors· blossom; 
facilitates disease control; favors differentia
tion of fruit buds for the following season; 
improves quality and weight of the current 
season's fruit, and reduces its liability to sun
scald in late summe·r. 

Only in cases where the nature of the 
soil may demand shorter intervals between 
waterings, will this policy prove unsuitable. 

On good land, the following approximate 
programme will prove generally satisfactory. 
First irrigation in August, the second being 
postponed until November, or December, if 
possible, Further applications in December, 
January, and sometimes February, as may be 
needed by the vine, Which becomes exacting 
as regards water in lat'e surilmer. 

The 1936 State Conference was held at 
Mildura; delegates from all New South Wales 
settlements adjacent to the Murray and from 
all Victorian areas being present. The Chair
man of the A.D.F.A., Mr. Howie, w:.as wel
comed by the Chairman, Mr. A. L J ohnst·one. 

One of the main discussions was the adop
tion of a proposed constitution and after con
siderable discussion the following was adopted. 

1. The Victorian State 'Conference to be 
composed of me'mbers of District in the 
State of Victoria. (~ate: The branches 
in New South ."Wales that are adjacent to the 
Victorian centres are members of the Dis
trict Councils in those centres.) The agents 
of the Association in the .State a1·e. members 
of the State Conference, but have no vote 
in the a.pointment of growers' representa
tives to Federal Council. 

2. The annual State Conference shall meet 
in Mildura District three times in succession 
and the fourth time in the Nyah-\1\loorillen 
district. 

3. \\.hen Mid-Munay Valley Distl'ict 
Council delegates travel to the Mil
dura district for the pm·pose of at
tending any ·State conferences, the 
::\1ildura District A.D.F.A. shall reimburse the 
:!\1:id-Murray Valley District ·Council three
quarters of the expenses incurred by therri 
in sending such delegates. In no case the 
1·eimbursement to exceed £50. 

4, A Chairman shall be appointed annually 
who shall preside at any meeting of the 
State Conference or Executive. 

5. The Executive shall appoint a perman
ent Secretary and fix his remuneration. 

6. State Conference shall anllually appoint 
an Executive of seven membe1·s, two of 
whom shall be representatives from Mid
Murray Valley ·District ·Council. 

7. The Executive shall meet when neces
sary, four members to compl"ise a quorum. 

8. State Conference shall deal with all 
matterS referred to it by District 'Councils or 
Branches. Such matters as are considered 
of interstate inte1·est or concern shall ne 
referred to Federal 'Council. Such matters 
as affect only the ·State may, if necessary, 
be referred to the Executive or a special 
committee which may be formed for the 
purpose of negotiation or action to give 
effect to resolutions. 

9. State Conference shall _appoint repre
sentatives to the ·Federal Council. 

10. A special meeting of the State Confer
ence may be convened by the Executive if 
deemed desirable. 

11. No matter shall be b1·ought before a 
State Conference unless at least ten days' 
notice has been given to the Secretary, but 
notwithstanding this the 'Chairman shall 
have discretion to admit other business for 
discussion. 

12. At every conference meeting fifteen 
members shall form a quorum. 

13. Each member shall have one vote, the 
Conference ·Chairman shall have· a delibera
tive and casting vote. 

14. All motions must be carried oy not less 
than three-fifths majority of members pre~ 

sent. 
15. All proceedings of the conference shall 

be regarded as confidential. 

Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

Renmark 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 
for the Co-operative Packing ami Processing of Dried Fruits 

PAID-UP CAPITAL, £32,901 RESERVES, £13,685 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 

16. Any finance required for the carrying 
out of duties devolving on the conference 
shall be met by a levy on branches or groups~ 
pro rata according to tomiage. 

It was decided that the arrangeme·nts set out 
in the Constitution shall commence from 1936~ 

Mr. A. L. Johnstone was elected Conference 
Chairman and later the Executive appOinted 
Mr. C. M. Martin as penp.anent secretary. 
The Executive elected was as follows:-Messrs. 
A. Rawlings, W. Cavendish, A. McKinnon, S. 
Mansell, P. Malloch, H. Goodman and G. L 
Miles, with the Chairman as an ex-officio mem
ber. 

The following items, after discussion, were 
listed for Federal Council:-

1. That Government inspectors be at aU 
packing-house doors. 

2. That inspectors and supervisors be 
~ransferred annually. 

3. 'That each c1·own of sultanas be further 
.sub-graded into A, B, and C sub-grades. 

4. That the matter of sub-types in each 
g1·ade for the purpose of final account sales 
be decided by F'ederal 'Council, and that for 
the purpose of uniformity of account sales 
packers be instru_cted to adhere· to the regu
lations. 

5. That door g1·ade samples shall co:ilsist 
of unstemmed fruit for fairer comparison 
·with f1·uit being delivered. 

6. That the matter of containers for official 
grade samples at packing house· doors be 
discussed with a view to standardising such 
containers. 

7. That all motions at Federal. Council 
he carried by not less than a three-fifths 
majority. 

DELEGATES ,TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
The following we·re elected as delegates to 

Federal Council:- ·· 
Red Cliffs.-Messrs. McKinnon, Wake, 

Montgomery, Cavendish. 
Mildura.-Messrs. Roberts, Hall, Johnstone. 
Merbein.-Messrs. Rawlings, Hyndman, 

Hardie. 
Woorinen.-Mr. H. Goodman. 
Bungunyah.-Mr. R. ]. Heron. 
Curlwaa.-To be advised to Mr. Sumner.· 
Coomealla:.-To be advised to Mr. Sumner. 
Some doubt arose in the minds of Nyah 

delegates as to who their delegate should be 
and it was resolved (Winterbottom-Davey) 
"That the election of the Nyah delegate be 
referred back to Nyah." 

Other matters dealt with were·:-
That the A.DJ_~ ... A issue a statement in 

booklet form setting out its· aims, obje-cts~ 
methods of sales, etc. That copies be sent 
to agents and branches for distributioll.
Referred to the Board. 

That it be a recommendation to the Board 
of Management that an additional organiser 
be employed in the · Sunraysia district just 
prior to and during hiirvest.-Referred to 
Board. 

That an A.D.F.A. rally be held in connec
tion with the lvrild.ura Jubilee celebrations 
next year. Mr. Malloch undertook to refer 
the matter to the Jubilee Committee. 

Advertising over 3MA.-Referred to the 
Executive. 
Mr. H. D. Howie addressed delegates, giving 

an outline of the work done up to date with 
State and Federal Members of Parliament in
connection with overcoming the difficulties 
which have arisen owing to the decision of 
the Privy Council in the James' case. 

In moving a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Howie for the very informative address given 
Mr. Winterbottom also moved, and lv!r. Har
die seconded the following resolution:-

This State Conference· of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association, representing 97 
per cent. of the dried fruit growers of Vic
toria, request the ,Commonwealth Govern
'ment to enact legislation which will assure 
the maintenance of a home consumption 
price in Australia and Would also respectfully 
state that the question is one of urgency 
and therefore ask that the legislation be 
made effective at the earliest posssible date.. 
-Carried. 
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The South Australian State 
Conference 

Visit By Mr. Hawker, M.H.R~ 
The 1936 State Conference was held at 

Clare in the non-irrigated area on September 
24. No official report is to hand but from 
inquiry it can be considered one of the most 
successful conferences held for many years, 
particularly in regard to several aspects of the 
marketing problems at present facing growers. 

Mr. Howie was elected to the chair, and Mr. 
White as secretary. 

In view of the discussion on the marketing 
problems as the result of the James appeal, the 
presence of Nir. Hawker, M.H.R., and his in
terest in the discussions was appreciated. 

The following items were referred to Federal 
Council:-

1. That the "Dried Fruits News" be pub
lished monthly. 

2. Samples at packing house doors. 

Other items discussed were:-
1. No packe·r to treat' tree fruits without 

re-sulphuring.-Agreed. 
2. Recommendations to State Board: (a) 

That revision of rolls be made. - Agreed. 
(b) Qualification for voting on election to be 
the same as for Export Board election (10-
cwt.).-Agreed on as 4-cwt. (c) Correct 
grade to be marke-d on fruit in grocers~ win
dows.-Agreed. 

3. Discussion on interstate charges.-No 
action. 

4. Research in South Australia. That a 
research station be established in South Aus
tralia by C.S.LR.-Mr. Winterbottom (chair
man of the Advisory Council of the Merbein 
Research Station) promised to recommend the 
appointment of two South Australian niem
bers to the Council. 

5. Central packing of tree fruits. - No 
action. 

6. Sulphuring moist pack apricots; amount 
9£ sulphur to be deterrnined.-Agreed. 

7. That the number of inspectors at large 
packing houses should be less, so enabling 
more to be available for the smaller units.
No action. 

SMOKE SOCIAL 
A smoke social in the evening was a pro

nounced success. Prominent members of the 
business community were pre·sent, and growers 
attended from many distant areas. The Minister 
of Agriculture (Mr. Blessing, M.L.A.) was pre· 
sent, accompanied by Mr. McEwan, M.L.C., 
Mr. Christian, M.L.A., and the member for 
the district, Mr. Melrose, M.L.A. 

The chairman of the A.D.F.A. (Mr. Howie) 
in proposing the toast of the Federal Govern
ment, urged the necessity of the States sup-

"''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' 

porting the Commonwealth in the referendum. 
Mr. Winterbottom, of the Board of 1-Ian
agement of the A.D.F.A., spoke at length on 
the history of the industry and the necessity of 
maintaining the structure that had been 
evolved so successfully in the· building up of 
a national industry. 

BROCHURE ISSUED BY 
ASSOCIATION 

As a result of a suggestion by the 
Curlwaa branch at the Victorian State 
Conference the enclosed brochure has 
been published by the Association. Mr. 
\Vinterbottom has made a verv inter
esting work and growers are ;sked to 
make every use of the information con
tained in it, especially at the present 
time when the need for propaganda in 
support of organised marketing is so 
necessary. Copies in addition to that 
enclosed in this issue will be willingly 
made available on request to the secre
tary of the Association or to this pape1·. 

S.A. State Board Meeting 

At· a recent meeting of the Board the fol
lowing matters of interest to growers were 
dealt with. 

PRUNE BOUNTY 
In regard to the Pnme bounty, the secre

tary submitted his certificate, in terms of the 
regulations under the Prune Bounty Act1 in 
regard to the quantity of ptunes which 
would qualify for export bounty in the sea
son 1935. It was noted that the quantity 
qualifying for export was based on the pro
portion Qf the total acquisitions by packers 
and was in terms of the directions of the De
partment of Commerce. 

BOARD REPORT 
Printed copies of the seventh report of the 

Board for the year ended February 29, 1936, 
were laid on the table and the secretarv was 
directed to notify all growers' organi;ations 
that copies were available for distribution 
among their branches and agencies. 

LICENCES 
The secretary reported that, in te1·ms of the 

directions of the Department of Commerce, he 
had cancelled all owners' and carriers' licen
ces issued under the Commonwealth Dried 
Fruits Act, 1928-1935, invalidated by the 
Privy Council Judgment and had returned the 
securities lodged under the owners' licencec. 

Publicity 
Work Of Publicity Committee 

The following extract from the· report of 
the S.A. Board indicates the success of the 
efforts made in this work:-

As stated in previous reports all publicity 
matters are placed in charge of a joint pub
licity committee, the personnel of which is 
the chairman of each State Board, as well as 
the c-hairman of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association. The fund which the committ'ee 
administered in the year 19 3 5 amounted to 
£4531, ·and the money was appropriated to 
various forms of the advertising of Australian 
dried fruits. These consisted of newspaper 
advertising, broadcasting and window displays 
in the shops of the leading retailers in capital 
cities. 

An important feature· of the Publicity 
Committee's activities is the well-equipped 
touring motor vans, being additional expendi
ture to the above and supervised and financed 
by the Australian Dried Fruits Association. 
These VlSlt the larger provincial towns 
throughout the Commonwealth, and are 
manned by expert publicity officers, who 
stage attractive displays from the vans, or
ganise sales among the retail distributors and 
give lectures, aided by films featuring the 
dried fruits industry, to the senior classes of 
the public and secondary schools, as well as 
public addresses in the evenings. There is 
evidence of an enthusiastic response, particu
larly in the outlying centres, to the efforts of 
rhe publicity officers to this novel and ve1-y 
effective form .of advertising Australian dried 
fruits. 

The committee has issued a further edition 
of 200,000 copies of its Recipe Book, and 
copies of these are judiciously distributed at 
the rate of 6000 ·per month through the media 
of the newspaper offices and broadcasting sta
tions, as well as directly by the several State 
Boards. 

The objective of the Publicity Committee 
is to increase the sales of dried fruit within the 
Commonwealth, for the grower could not sur
vive if he were compelled to rely on export 
parity price for the whole of his product. 

APPLICATION FOR NEW PACKING 
LICENCE REFUSED 

An application for registration of premises 

as a packing house at Waikerie was further 
considered by the South Australian State Board 
at its last meeting and, as a result of exhaus
tive investigations by the Board extending over 
several weeks, it was felt that the packing 

facilities already provided in the district did 
not justify any additional registration being 
granted. The application, therefore, was re
fused. 
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