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AN INDUSTRY AT THE CROSS ROADS 
The Australian Dried Fruits Industry is pasSing through a lean period accentuated by two calamitous hal'

vests in the last five seasons,, and including the U.K. market debacle of 1954. The result has been that Dried Fruits 
growers have been unable to recover their ev.er-increasing costs of production in the face of the need to export 
annually some 80 per ce~t. surplus again·st the subsidized sales of competitive preducer-nations. 

' 
How long is the "lean" period to persist? The answer greatly rests with the Federal and State Governments. 

But the time surely is not far away when our government's must appr.eciate the fact that the gTeat inland areas, 
that are the epitome of decentralisation, cannot be allowed to hecome uneconomic. Soon there must be Positive 
action to provide security; security so important to the success of the many new soldier settlements established 

fiinder Federal and State development plans. 

Our Cross Roads hav.e been reached. There are many involved in the Industry who are uncertain of its 
economic trend. Growers, workers, business houses alld the banking interests. Soon some assurance of under
standing and assistance must be given by the Federal and State Governments to all conce1·ned. 

In the Federal sphere, the Industry's Stabilisation Plan, submitted by The A.D.F.A., is now under considera
tion by the Commonwealth Gov:ernment which has the ultimate responsibility of pl_.otecting inQustri.es dependent on 
exports for disposal of a large portion of their prOduction. Whether or not Federal Cabinet .recommehds the Plan 

· to Parliament is yet to be decided. Mli!anwhil.e, The A.D.F.A. had the semi-technical advice of two highly competent 
officers, made available by the Minister of ·commerce, to help The A.D.F.A. in the preparation of the Pian. The 
MiniSter's action is indicative of his desire to place at th'e disposal of our Industry the experience of his Depart
ment to assist during this period of leanness and uncertainty. 

In the realm of State governance there is the fear that plantings will continue to expand, although the re
cent recommendation of the Australian Agricultural Council is an excellent. step towards rationalisation, but the 
view cannot be dismissed that if an Industry Stabilisation Plan is to succeed it must ensure that plantings beyond 
the Industry's economic capacity must he made the responsibility of those approving them. ., 

The purpose of the Plan is to place the Industry ,an ari economic basis, and, thereby, to create financial con
fidence and a feeling of security. From these must flow a sense of well-being so vital to growers, workers and 
financial interests, and an appreciation that when an Industry is at the HCross Roads" it can turn to its Govern
ments with confidence that it wiU be given all succour to survive. The Industry is, in fact, too important for any 
g·overnment to neglect. 

THE MILDURI CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £1,000,000 PAID-UP FUNDS, £524,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits an<l Citrus 
Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade; Cordials, Fruit Juices, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

PaJ?e Four 

"PADLOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa, Coomealla (N.S.W.J 

Factory: Mildura 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. life Assurances Effected. 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 
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The Board met in Melbourne on June 15, 16 and 17, under the chairmanship of Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E. 
Mr. F. T. Hand, of the Export Control Board and Mr. J. R. Gordon (Federal Council deleg·ate) attended as visi

. tors. Decisions from August ·meeting were too late for this issue. They will be reported in the· October-December 
number. 

Pack Estimates 
Figures compiled at June 6, 1955, showed an estimated 

total pack of 78,300 tons of Dried Vine Fruits. 

Extra Plantings 
Pending the conference on June 22, betwe,en A.D.F.A. 

and Export Control Board representatives, and the Irri
gation Production Advisory Committee, the Board sur
veyed the problem of profitably marketing the surplus 
production of Lexias. (See Production and Marketing). 

Administration Costs 
In accordance with the Board's decision at the last 

meeting, the General Secretary submitted a statement 
of administrative costs illcluding the expenses of the 
Tree Fruits Committee. After deducting incom~ f1•om 
levies for Season 1955 the statement showed a net 
deficiency of more than £1900, which would have to be 
met from Vine Fruit levies. 

The Board agreed that Tree Fruits and Prunes should 
bear the eosts of their ·own administration, and decided 
to recommend to Federal Council 1955 that the levy rate 
on Tree Fruits and Prunes for Season 1956 should be 
15/- per ton. 

Nursery Registration 
In response to a circular letter to all Branches in 

November 19§4, seeking details of specific cases of the 
supply of untrue stock types so that an effective approach 
could he made to the Australian Agricultural Council for 
compulsory registration of nurseries throughout Australia, 
only one instance had been given. Branches had been re
circularised for additional cases if available. 

Financial Aid to Growers 
Mr. •R. M. Simes reported that the South Australian 

Government had advanced finance f.or the payment of 
water rates, but as the Government had insisted on repay
ment in three months' time it had meant that the packing 
houses had, in effect, undeiWTitten the sum involved. 

Adverse Seasonal Conditions 
The Chairman of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board 

had written suggesting a conference of interested parties 

to discuss . difficulties of growing, deliv-ery, processing 
and packing for the effective handling of a season's Dried 
Fruit crop harvested under adverse weather conditions. 
(The conference was held in Mildura on August 10.
Editor.) 

Production Costs 
The meeting learned by telephone that the Bm·eau of 

Agricultural Economics had prepared schedules for as
certaining production costs and investigating the whole 
economy of the Industry. 

Vine Fruits Allocations 
The Board agreed on the following tentative alloca~ 

tions for Season 1955: Commonwealth, 18,300; Export, 
56,500 tons. 

Fruit- for Distillation 
It was decided to write to the Minister for Customs, 

asking if he had ascertained why the regulation pro
hibiting the use of sub-standard fruit f-or distillation with
out his permission had been first approved. 

Bread Nutrition Campaign 
Request for a Government subsidy for developing the 

sal,e of Raisin Bread was deferred pending· a decision on 
the abolition of sales tax. (See letter to the Federal 
Treasurer, under Taxation.) 

School N utri~ion Campaign 
' The Board decided to write the Minister for Health, 

Sir Eade Page, with a full Submission to amend the ap
propriate Act so that Raisins be issued to children as an 
alternative nutFient under the present free milk scheme. 
'(See ,letter under Production and Marketing.) 

Federal Council, 1955 
The date for Federal Council was fixed for October 

26-28, 1955, at the C.T.A., Melbourne. Invitations to be 
sent to Mr. Winton G. Turnbull, M.H.R. (to open the Con
ference); Mr. J. G. Crawford, Department of Commerce 
Secretary (to address the meeting· on marketing); and 
Mr. it. R. Downer, M.H.R. 

The Committee met in Mildura on July 20 under the chairmanship ~f Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E. 

Prunes Pack, Season 1954 
A statement prepared at July 11 was examined. It 

showed a processed weight pack of 2793 tons, of which 
80 tons were unsold. 

Pack Estimates 
The Committee consider.ed pack estimates for Apricots, 

Peaches, Pears, Nectarines and Prunes. (Figures are 
given under Production and Marketing.) 

Ttee Fruits, Season 1955 
It was recommended to the Boa1•d that dHferentials for 

grades be caleulated on the basis -of CommonWealth 
market sal.es. 

Prunes Packaging 
It was i'eported that the Division of Food Preservation, 

C.S.I.R.O., Homebush, N.S.W., had conducted trials on 
the appropriate percentage of moisture for Prunes when 
packed in cellophane bags, and had decided on two 
moisture ·contents, 29% and 33%. 
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Prunes 
Consideration was given to enquiries from the Depart

ment of Commerce concerning supplies for the Canadian 
and New Zealand markets. It was agreed to acquaint the 
Department with the supply position revealed at the 
meeting. 

Prunes Regulations 
The Committee felt that if a number of the suggested 

amendments to regulations submitted to the Depart~ 
ment of Commerce ·were acceptable they should be 
brought into operation with the commencement of the 
1956 Season. 

Peaches Publicity Levy 
It was resolved that growers b·e levied £5 a ton to 

dispose of large unsold stocks of Peaches. (See Publicity.) 
Outside Competition 

Approval was given to the principle that if agreement 
could not be reaehed with outside processors of Prunes to 
llegulate prices, The A.D.F.A. should automatically ad
just its prices so that they would always be at par or 
lower. 
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[/;inance 
CASH POSITION OF THE A.D.F.A. 

The Board, at its meeting in June, confirmed cheques drawn since the last meeting, and approved sum
maries of receipts and expenditur.e as from 1/9/54 to 31/5/55. 

Association Main Fund 
Opening cash -on hand . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1,708 
Add- . 

Head Office Levies and Interest Re_ceived £9,181 
Advances Received and/ or Repaid . . . 4,021 
Deferred Discount Reserves . . . . . . 72 

---13,274 

Less-
Expenses of Board and Head Office 

Management and Incidentals . . . . 11,657 
Head Offic·e Levies paid to Brariches . . 1, 737 

Loan ............. . 
CaPital Expenditure . . . . . . 
Contra Items to be Recovered 

13,394 
333 
487 
137 

14,982 

---14,351 

Closing· cash on hand £631 

Association Publicity Fund 
Opening cash on hand . . . . . . . . . . 

Add-
Head Office Levies .. 

Less~ 

Expenses of Management . . . . . . 
Advertising and other Publicity 

M-edia . . . . . . . . 
Capital Expenditure 
Contra Items to be Recovered 

Advarices to Main Account .. 
Closing cash on hand . . . . 

£1,966 

18,034 
2,407 

. 60 

5,111 
12,039 

£23,985 

15,632 

39,617 

22,467 

£17,150 

[J;ede'tal eo.uncif, 1955 
NOMINATIONS FOR BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 

Federal Counc_il will be held in Melbourne this year 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, October 26, 27 and 
28. State Conference has been asked to forward resolu
tions and to appoint delegates. 

Nominations for the Hoard of Management must be 
with the General Secretary by October 7, 1955. The 
election for Board members will b'e held on the last day 
of the Council (October 28). 

The attention of Branches is drawn to Rule 30 (e), 
as amended by Federal Council at its meeting in Novem
ber, 1954:-

"N orninations ·of candidates for the Board of Manage
ment A.D.F .A. shall be made only by bona fide members 
of the Association. 

''Each member of the Association, i.e., Branch or 
Packer, shall have the right to nominate one candidate 
for the -Board of Management and such nominations 
shall contain 
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(i) full name and address of nominee, 
(ii) the occupation of the nominee, 

(iii) signature o:f nominee (which will imply accept
ance of nomination). 

"N-ominations shall close with the General Secretary 
twenty-one (21) days before the day of election, and the 
names, addresses and occupations of candidates shall be 
forwarded to Federal Council delegates within seven (7) 
days of the closing of :nominations. 

"In the event 
(i) of insufficient nominations being received on the 

closing of nominations as provided in this Rule; 
or 

(ii) of circmnstances which may result in cancellation 
of a nomination under the above conditions, 

Federal Council may accept nominations on the first day 
of Council meeting. The election for members of the 
Board of Management s·hall be held on the last day of the 
Council meeting." 
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Special a"tide 
DRIED FRUITS STABILISATION PLAN 

FULL DETAILS NOW ANNOUNCED 
Growers have waited with admirable patience for the release of full details of the Stabilisation Plan 

which was first submitted to the Minister for Commerce on July 26 for examination by him and for consideration 
by Cabinet. 

The: Minister has advise·d that the Plan cannot be accepted ·on a 3-pool basis, and a new single pool plan 
has now been submitted. This new Plan is being closely examined by his Department and, rio doubt, the Treasury is 
also examining the details ·of the Scheme. 

The original Plan was evolved by representatives of the Export Control Board and The A.D.F.A. after a 
number of conferences at which the Minister made available two senior offic.ers of his Department, (Messrs. J. V. 
Moroney, First Assistant Secretary and L. R. Kentwell, Deputy Assistant Secretary), il}· a semi-technical advisory 
capacity. The explanations given by these two gentlemen throughout the many discussions :were invaluable, and 
were of great assistance to the Industry in pl'eparing the details of the Plan. Messrs. Kentwell and Lloyd gave 
semi-technical advice in preparing the new plan, 

So that the original Plan could be presented with the full endorsement of all sections of the Industry, repre
sentatives of the Vine Fruit Growers' Progress Association were invited to consider the details after they had been 
formulated, and this ·conference resulted in unanimous agreement, subject to the provisos that the Plan must 
not be allowed to fail if the Government could not agree to a 3-variety scheme and/or it insisted that the owner
ship of the fruit must be vested in the Export Control Board. 

In finality it must be the growers who will accept the plan and the foregoing provisos after the Govern
ment has indicated its acceptance. 

V.F.G.P.A. Withdraws Alternative Plan 
The Ex·ecutive of the V.F.G.P.A. readily undertook to 

advise the Minister that the Plan they had submitted 
would be withdrawn. 

Intention of Plan 
To ensure stability to the Dried Vine Fruits Industry 

over an extended period, with specific provisions to cover 
the first five year period coip.mencing with Season 1955 
~the ·Operation of the period to be reviewed within the 
first five years. 

In the course of preparation the main features of the 
marketing arrangements operating in respect of wh9at, 
dairy produce, meat, egg and other industries were closely 
eXamined for the purpose of seeing whether any of these 
schemes would assist in the forinulation of a workable 
Plan acceptable to the Government and the Industry. 

Important Considerations 
The .original Plan incorpOrated two important aspects-
1. Separate contributions to the Stabilisation Fund 

(''Dried Vine Fruits Stabilisation Trust Account") 
for each variety of fruit, viz., Currants, Sultanas 
and Lexias. 

2. The retentio~ of The A.D.F.A. as part of the 
Industry. 

Separate Contribution for Each Variety 
In first compiling a Plan consideration was given to 

combining all varieties in respect to· contributions by 
the Government and by the growers. It was apparent that 
such a method would react most unfairly on certain sec
tion of gi:owers for the reasons-

• that growers, as a body, do not all produce the three 
varieties. Some growers may only grow Currants 
and Sultanas; other growers, particularly in certain 
non-irrigated districts, grow only Currants; 

e that those growers who do produce all three varieties 
do not grow them in the same proportions. 

The effect ·of such disproportionate production would, 
under a ·combined variety Plan, mean that growers who 
prqduce a single variety or two varieties which, during 
the Plan, may more easily earn surpluses or earn larger 
surpluses above costs of production than another variety 
or varieties, and pay those surpluses into the Stabilisa
t~on Fund would be expected to pay therefrom any 
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deficiencies incurred in other growers' different variety 
or varieties. For example, during .the period of the Plan 
priCes for Currants may be such that appreciable pre
miums are paid into the Stapilisation Fund; but Sultanas 
and/or Lexias may, for a longer period, incur deficiencies, 
although those defidencies may be entirely recouped from 
later surpluses before the Plan expires. Under a com
bined variety Plan the surpluses paid in by Currant 
growers would be utilised to pay deficiencies incuned ·by 
growers of Sultanas and/ or Lexias. Such a system would 
be unbalanced and Would, undQubtedly, hinder the 
effective working of the Plan for the growers of single 
(or two) varieties. 

The Government's view has been expressed in Parlia
ment that the Industry could not expect growers of a 
variety earning a surplus to retain that surplus while the 
Government pays out a deficiency on another variety. It 
is submitted that growers earning a surplus on a variety 
would not, in fact, be directly paid that surplus, for it 
would pass into the Stabilisation Fund where it would 
be available for distribution in accordance with the pro
vision of the proposed Plan. 

The Minister has now stated that a Stabilisation Plan 
is designed to assist on an Industry basis and not on an 
individual grower basis. 

Control of Planting 
It was felt that under a three-variety Plan the Govern

ment can take reasonable safeguards by controlling, in 
conjunction with the producing .States, plantings of a 
variety or varieties which marketing indications and 
trends point to depressed prices ov~r a long-term period. 

Lexias, is it considered, will need the most careful 
investigation and forward planning. This particular prob
lem has prompted a proposal from The A.D.F.A. that 
planting be veduced. In the light of the Plan now sub
mitted, the Association is of the opinion that its proposal 
to up-root vines should be held in abeyance pending a 
decision on the Stabilisation Plan unless the Federal and 
State Governments wish to reduc-e planting in the mean
time. 

The A.D.F.A. still holds the view that because of the 
heavy diversion -of Lexias from the wine trade; increased 
production from new settlement m·eas·; and heavy costs of 
processing under changed economic conditions, the output 
of Lexias is considerably in excess of what. markets will 
absorb at a reasonable price. Gonsequently, cessation of 
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furthe1' plantings and uprooting of a considerable area 
of vines already planted is inevitable. ' 

Firm governmental control over plantings of drying 
variety vines would seem to be the most effective method 
of maintaining the desirable balance between seasonal 
production and consumptive capacity of available markets, 
and would permit, in the Industry's opinion, the establishw 
ment of a three variety Plan which would be equitable 
to the GoverDment and the grower .. 

Retention of The A.D.F.A. 
Bearing in mind the extent to which The A.D.F.A. 

embraces all sections of the IndustrY, and having full 
regard to the fact that it has built up and maintains 
efficient control over Australian market prices and dis
tribution, is responsible for conducting equalisation be
tween growers of sales quotas and proceeds from all 
markets and for sales public~ty on the Australian market, 
the Industry considers that its present functions should 
be retained in the establishment of a Stabilisation Plan. 

The retention of The A.D.F.A. would avoid considerw 
able alteration to State Dried Fruits Boards' functions 
(without in any way weakening. those Boards' present 
powers), would permit the introduction of a Plan with 
little, if any, disorganisation to existing desirable Indus
try practices, and by avoiding complemeptary State 
legislation would shorten the time before the Plan could 
be oPerative. 

The A.D.F.A. would need to become an incorporated 
body with powers acceptable to the Government and in 
similar relationship. to the Dried Fruits Stabilisation Plan 
as the Dairy Produce Equalisation _Committee stands to 
the Dairy Produce Stabilisation Plan. The Industry's pro
posed Plan provides for registration as a corporate 
body which would give it the legal powers to enter into 
suitable agreements with Selling Agents, Packing Houses 
and Wholesale Distributors. 

The following ·explanations are given regarding cer
tain clauses ·of the Plan:-

Period of Plan 
Provision for review and extension is felt to be a 

necessary safeguard to both the Government and the 
Industry. It is envisaged· that "Teview" could be made 
at any time or times duTing the Plan, or at the end of the 
first, or succeeding, period. Extension after the first 
period of five yeaTs would, of cour~e, be dependent on the 
policy of the Government at that time and, so far as the 
Industry is conceTned, be dependent on the economic 
future and the extent to which the Plan has provided, 
and could continue to provide, stable conditions. 

Australian Market Prices 
The Industry fully recognises that the Minister for 

Commerce of the day must have the Tight to control, 
with the delegated consent of the Governments of the 
producing States, prices and terms- of trading f.or the 
Australian market. The A.D.F.A.'s function would 
be to tendeT advic·e to the Minister on the market's 
potential, and to carry into effect the prices and terms 
laid down and to see that they are observed, 

Allotment of Tonnages by The A.D.F.A. 
This provision is existing practice, and would ensure, 

with the least tTouble, the Teservation of sufficient fruit 
from each harvest to meet the requirements of the 
Australian market. 

Stabilisation Trust Account 
This Fund would be under the full control of the 

Commonwealth Treasury. 
Floor Price 

The B.A.E. would be the sole authority for ascer
taining the base floor pl'ice and maintaining it by 
index cost movements. The Industry would desire to 
participate in evolving the formula for growers' amortisa
tion cost, which would, presumably, need to be arrived 
at before the Plan becomes operativ;e, 
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Stabilisation Suspense Account 
The inclusion of this trust account in the Plan would 

facilitate ike allocation of moneys received from Selling 
Agents. The Minister will have sole powers to decide 
what amount shall be collected from Selling Agents 
from sales proceeds and paid into the suspense account. 
By instituting a "buffer" account between collections 
by Selling Agents and the Stabilisation Fund, payments 
provided for would be regulated to the exact rates set 
and would avoid the need to use the Stabilisation Fund as 
an "oPerating" account. It is understood that somewhat 
similar facilities operate in stabilisation schemes for 
other primary producing industries. 

Limitation as to Tonnage Contribution and Size 
of Fund 

It was considered impracticable at this stage to 
submit a definite rate per ton of surpluses for each 
variety which must be paid into the Stabilisation Fund. 
Likewise, no maximum amount in the Fund could be 
suggested. Both these matters, it was felt, would need to 
be separately discussed when the formulation of the Plan 
had) reached an appropriate stage. The Industry will be 
glad to consult with the Minister, or his representatives, 
whenever the time is consici'ered appropriate. 

Payments From Stabilisation Fund 
··Refund of Government contributions is a first charge 

on any surplus held in the Fund. 
Government Limitation 

The Industry's viewpoint is that no limitation as to 
tonnages on which GoveTnment contributions shall 
apply should be imposed, for it considers that the 
conditions under which it is now suffering have not been 
of its own making. Any limitation must, , in any case, 
place a financial burden on gr.owers which they are not 
able to carry, and to that extent will weaken the stabilis
ing effect for which the Plan is propos·ed. Given the 
stabilising assistance it now seeks, combined with effec
tive Federal and State Governmental control over present 
and future plantings, the ultimate outcome should confirm 
the Government's confidence in the Industry to produce 
and sell on a sound economic basis. 

Proposed Dried Fruits Stabilisation Plan 
Period of Plan 

1. Thu period of the Plan shall be for 5 years, com
mencing with the 1955 Season, with provision foT 
review and extension. 

Marketing and Price Fixation 
2 (a) The Export Control Board, in accoTdance with 

existing and any future powers, to contihue as 
the supeTvising authority f01; all exports. 

(b) The Export Control Board is now a Statutory 
Board and has Federal Government nominees 
as· members. 

3 (a) The· A.D.F.A., as now, to be the body respon
sible for all marketing in Australia. 

(b) The A.D.F.A. would register as an incorporated 
body under the appropriate State Companies' 
Act, and would o'perate in relation to the Stabi
lisation Plan, generally, in like manner as the 
Dairy Produce Equalisation Committee operates 
in relation to the Dairy Produc-e Stabilisation 
Plan. 

(c) The Minister for Gommerce and Agriculture to 
have the right to fix prices for the Australian 
market with price-fixing powers delegated from 
the States. 

(d) The Australian market prices not to be below 
the floor price. 

4 (a) As now, The A.D.F.A. to consider throughout a 
season the progress of the pack, and from time 
to time, and as often as may be necessary-
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(i) to decide the tonnage of each variety which 
must be retained for the Australian 
market; 

(ii) to inform the Export Control Board the 
tonnag·e. available of each variety for ex
port. 

(b) The A.D.F.A., at all times, to protect the Aus
tralian market's requirements. 

Establishment of Stabilisation Fund 
5. For purposes of the following arrangements there 

shall be established with the Commonwealth Treasury a 
Stabilisation .. Fund to be known as the ''Dried Vine Fruits 
Stabilisation Trust Account." This Fund shall be operated 
by the Commonwealth Treasury_ in accordance with the 
conditions of the agreed Stabilisation Plan. 

6. The Commonwealth Treasur"y ,shall operate the 
"Dried Vine Fruits Stabilisation Trust Acount" during 
the period of the Plan as follows~ 

(a) Maintain records for transactions in respect to 
Currants, Sultanas and Lexias, 

(b) Shall pay into the Fund in any season, 
(i) all contributions by the Commonwealth 

in accoTdance with Clause 9 (b) (ii); 
(ii) all contributions by The A.D.F.A. f1·om the 

Industry Stabilisation Suspense Account in 
accordance with Clauses 11 (c) (i) and 12, 

(c) Shall pay out of the Fund, 
(i) to The A.D.F.A. in any season (for payment 

to growers through their Agents or Packers 
without any deduction) such amount as may 
required in accordance with Clause 9 (b) (ii); 

(ii) to the Commonwealth Government at any 
time during the period of the Plan any sur
plus in accordance with Clause ,13 (a); · 

(iii) to Tl:ie A.D.F.A.- at any time during the period 
of the Plan for ultimate distribution to 
growers through their Agents or Packers 
without any deduction) any balance in ac
cordance with Clause 13 (b). 

(d) All payments into -and out of the Fund shall be 
made in accordarice with information previously 
supplied by The A.D.F .A. and the Export ContTol 
Board as may be l'equired by the Commonwealth 
TTeasury. 

Basis of Contribution by and to Growers 
7. A· floor price or guaranteed Teturn per ton f.o.b. 

(i.e., costs of production as set by B.A.E.) to be estab
lished on Currants, Sultanas and Lexias. This price·· to be 
set at the 1st March in each year and be applicable to the 
fruits harvested in that year. F·or the 1955 season this 
price to be set immediately it is available after the B.A.E. 
have completed their investigation into the economic posi
tion of the Industry. The floor price or gua1·anteed return 
shall be based on ascertained costs of production of the 
1954 and 1955 seasons to be varied annually only during 
the period of the\ Plan by B.A.E. ascertained index move
ments. 

8. Total f.o.b. realisations for the season from all 
markets (illcluding the Australian market) to be ascer
tained when all fruits have been sold. The difference 
between these average realisations and floor pTice or 
guaranteed return to be calculated. 

9. The totB.l amount represented by the differenCe 
thus calculated to then be related to total exports of 
each variety. The A.D.F.A. ~ill then pay into a Stabilisa
tion Fund (up to the limit established in Clause 12 (b)) 
from the Industry Stabilisation Suspense Account as 
stated in Clause 11 (c) (i), or draw from the Fund (-or 
the Government if insufficient monies in the Fund) the 
differences thus calculated and, without commission 
deductions, pay to Packers or ,Agents for growers such 
monies received, · 
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10. The A.D.F.A. will collect from Selling Agents and 
shall hold in an Industry Stabilisation Suspense Account 
such monies as are decided upon under Clause 11 (b). 

11. The Export Control Board and The A.D.F .A., having 
knowledge of market realisations on expol't and Aus
tralian markets, would be in a position, during the season, 
to know whether a particular variety is likely to Teturn 
a price above the floor price or guaranteed return. In the 
event of this contingency the Minister, after recommenda
tion .of the Export Control Board and The A.D.F.A., shall 
determine an amount per ton -which must be paid into the 
Industry Stabilisation Suspense Account by Selling Agents 
until final Tealisations are ascertained. The sum in this 
Account would then be distributed as follows-

( a) to a Stabilisation Fund-an amount that any par
ticular variety realises from all markets in excess 
of the floor price or guaTanteed return up to the 
limit per ton as provided for in Clause 12 (a); and 

(b) to Agents for distribution to Packers for growers 
-the balance of the amount in the Suspense 
Account. 

12. The surplus on any variety or varieties to be paid 
into the Stabilisation Fund to not exceed, in any one year, 
an amount per ton to be agreed on after consultation 
between the Minister, the Export Control Board and 
The A.D.F.A. before the Plan is finally agreed on. The 
Fund not to accumulate above a figure also to be agreed 
on by consultation between the Minister, the Export 
ContTol Board and The A.D.F .A. before the Plan is 
finally agreed on. 

13. If the agreed ceiling in the Stabilisation Fund is 
reached during the 5 year Plan the surplus is to be 
distributed 

(a) to the Government-to the extent of its con
tributions; and, 

(b) the balance Temaining-to The A.D.F.A. for ulti
mate distribution to growers through their Agents 
or Packers on the basis of first-in first~out con
tributions. 

14. Packers and/or Agents to maintain records of 
growers' tonnages for each year during the currency of 
the Plan, to enable any distribution of surplus monies 
to be mad.e to contributOTs. 

Government Limitation 
15 .. If the Government should insist upon a maximum 

tonnage to which the floor price or guaranteed return 
would apply under the Plan, any such limit to be deter
mined only after consultation with Industry organisations 
(the Export Control Board ·and The A.D.F.A.). 

Ballot by Growers 
16. The Plan, if approved by the Government', shall be 

subject to a ballot of those growers appearing on the 
electoral Tolls of the State Dried Fruits Boards as at theiT 
last election and brought up to date and the ballot p_apel' 
shall include a declaration to be signed -by the grower 
that he is a producer ·Of Dried Vine Fruits of not less 
than 5 cwt. in any two of the three prece<ling seasons. The 
Plan shall bec-ome operative if two-thirds of the groWers 
voting approve of it. The ballot to be conducted by the 
Federal Electoral Office. 

LEGISLATION NECESSARY 
The foregoing sets out the principles and working of 

the proposed Plan. It has yet to be approved by the 
Government, but the Minister of Commerce has indicated 
that his Department is working on it, and the Industry 
anticipates some Government response in the near future, 
and possibly by the time Federal Council meets at the 
end of October. 

Undoubtedly further discussions will need to take place 
between representatives of the Export Control Board and 
The A.D.F.A. with the Minister, his departmental officers 

·and the Treasury. 
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Following on complete agrem~ent by the Gov-ernment 
on the Plan growers will have to accept it by a two-thirds 
majority of those voting, and then the Government will 
have to introduce suitable legislation to Parliament. The 
A.D.F.A. would-, at the same time, have to change to a 
legally incorporated body on lines similar to the Dairy 
Produce Equalisation Committee Ltd. 

FIRST PAYMENT TO GROWERS 
In the operation of the Plan The A.D.F.A. would 

negotiate with Packers each year that more substantial 
paylnents than are made at present, possibly up to a 

, maximum of 75% of the estimated value. of each fruit, 
shall be paid to growers as a first advance payment. 

This arrangement does not form part of the sub
mitted Plan proper, but would be contingent on the Plan 
coming into operation. The arrangement would permit · 
growers to receive through financial houses a larger 
initial advance than is at present possible when no known 
returns to growers for their fruit can be ascertained. 
The arrangement would d0 much to ov-ercome the present 
situation whereby initial advances to growers are not 
large enough to meet financial ·commitments at the time 
when those commitments are at their heaviest. , 

THE WHEAT STABILISATION PLAN 
During the time when the Industry's leaders- wer-e 

grappling with the problem of preparing a workable and 
acceptable Plan there were a number of press reports 
from producing areas that some growers wanted the 
Industry to adopt a scheme based on the Wheat Stabilisa~ 
tion Plan. 

While the advocates for such a Plan had, no d~mbt, the 
best intentions for the Industry it is regrettable that 
a closer examination of the Wheat Plan was ·not first 
niade. It would hav.e be'en apparent that a scheme of this 
nature would have been unworkable for the Industry 
except at very high administrative cost, and even then 
would have had to be altered basically to meet our 
Industry's r.equirements. 

In the. first place the Wheat Stabilisation Plan is ad
ministered jointly by the Commonwealth and State 
GoveTnments. There iS a Federal Act of Parliament and 
there are separate Acts for each State. The Federal Act 
relates only to exports and guaranteed prices thereto,. 
whHe each State guarantees its growers the home con
sumption prke. 

If then such a system was adopted for the Dried Fruits 
Industry it is obvious. that not only would the Stabilisa
tion Plan need to be accepted by the Commonwealth 
Government, but also by the Government of -each pro
ducing State. Legislation would- have to be passed by the 
Commonwealth GOvernment, and complementary legisla
tion by each State Government. It .can be imagined that 
the formulation and passing of such complementary legis-
1ation would take a long while, for with understandabfe 
care the States would examine their sovereign rights and 
see that they were fully safeguarded. 

The Industry Plan, as submitted, avoids this pl~thora 
of legislation, but embraces to the fulL the States' exist
ing legislation embodied in the various Dried Fruits Acts. 
The powers ·of the State Dried Fruits Boards are recog
nised and would be utilised exactly .as at present. 

Secondly, there is the fruit itself. Wheat is harvested 
and directly it is delivered to silo becomes the property 
of the Australian Wheat Board. But when it is delivered 
to silo it is in a marketable condition. Not so with Dried 
Fruits, fo:r they still require the processing conversion 
by packing houses before th-ey would be ih a con-dition 
which a Government Board could accept and market., 

Packing Houses are an integral part of our Industry 
similar to the butter factories in the Dairying Industry. 
The intermediate stage of factory processing is, in fact, 
the same for both industries, and the accounting for 
proceeds of sale is much the same. 

Finally, there is The A.D.F .A. Under a scheme similar 
to the Wheat Stabilisation Plan the growers' organisa
tion would disappear, or be r-elegated to a minor part in 
the Industry's affairs, shorn of its powers which it has 
built up over 50 years to represent the grower at all 
times. It is inconceivable that the great bo-dy of thinking 
growers, knowing what The A.D.F.A. has done, is doing 
and all it stands for would be prepared to let it go out 
of existence, and it is safe to say that the majority of 
growers would not thank their leader& if a scheme was 
recommended to them for acceptance which provided for 
such a disastrous conti~gency. · 

If the Industry Stabilisation Plan, as submitte-d, is 
accepted by the Commonwealth Government The A.D.F.A. 
will continue- to play its part in the Industry's affairs in 
the same way as the Dairy Produce Equalisation Com
mittee Ltd. (which at one time was a body similar to The 
A.D.F.A. as it now is) plays in the Dairying Industry. 

It has worked well for the Dairying Industry. There is 
no reason why similar -conditions should not work equally 
well for the .Dried Fruits Industry. 

Every thinking grower will recognise that conditions 
must, and indeed do, change. Econoniics force changeS, 
but it is unwise- to change more than circumstances war
rant, and even then the best of what has gone before 
should be retained. 

Should the Government accept the Industry's proposed 
Plan there would be little outward change. Growers, and 
Packers' finance would proceed as now, through the fin
ancial institutions, proceeds of sales would flow through 
the regulated channels, trading terms would scarcely alter 
basically, the State Boards would continue to function as 
heretofore, and The A.D.F'.A. would continue to exist, 
but as a legally incorporated body with some degree of 
government supervisory ~ontrol. 

To those who have been, or still are,~ strong advocates 
of a scheme based on the Wheat Stabilisation Plan, the 
foregoing will be surely food for thought. To those others, 
who have had confidence in the Industry's leaders to 
evolv.e and submit a suitable Stabilisation Plan this ex
planation will confirm their confide:rice. 
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~~FARMERS SHOULD GET HELP 
WITH INVENTIONS" 

2000 AT FIELD DAY 
. It was time. scientists employed by manufacturing firms began to devise aids for the man on. the land, in-
stead of waiting 1for the ingenuity of the farmer to produce new implements. 

This view was expl'essed by Mr. G. H. Vasey, senior 
lecturer in agricultural engineering at the University 
of Melbourne, who Officially opened Mildura and District 
Dried Fruits Association's fourth annual field day at 
Irymple. 

According to the "Sunraysia Daily,'' a crowd of almost 
2000 people,· some of them from Berri, Barmera, Ade
laide and Woorinen, watched several .of the latest devices 
to aid growers. 

Mr. Vasey said that for the past 100 years, most of 
the well-known types of machinery were the original_ in-. 
ventions of farmers. 

He believed it was time this tradition was modified and 
machinery firms employed more engineers and scientists 
to work ,on more advanced methods. 

As picking was one of the greatest problems-associated 
With the district's industries, and mechanisation of the 
process would be practically impossible, Mr. Vasey was 
greatly interested in tl}e varieties of pickirig ladders dis
played. 

Mr. Roy Tuohy took a 200-foot movie film of the 
display for Mildura Shire Council's library. The organ
isers have commenced a pictorial record of each year's 
display. 

"Gadgets" displayed at Irymple included:
Tractor-driven Bulk Dip Crane. 

Name: C. Foreman. 
Purpose: To mecha_nically power and operate Bulk 

Dip Crane. 
Construction: The unit is designed to operate from 

tractor power take-off through universal joints to the 
cable drmn. From the cable drum the cable passes through 
the hollow centre of the steel pole·on a series of pulleys 
to the dip frame. 

Featu~es Of this m}j.t are-
1. Simple and quick attachment to tractor. 
2. Speed· of dipping can be very fast which is_ desirable 

for bulk hot dipping, or speed can be varied as 
desired. 

3. Hoist pole must be hollow to take cable. Hoist can 
be revolved when loaded, with tractor drive still 
connected. 

5. Can be operated by hand if necessary. 
6. can Qe adapted to existing dip crane which has a 

steel hollow pole. 
7. Comparative by low cost of installation. 
Supply: Manufactured by Patersons & Co. Patent 

applied for. 

Electric Dip Hoist. 
Name: H. J. Cook, Red Cliffs. 
Purposet For Bulk Dipping of Dried Vine Fruits. 
Mechanisation: The unit is fitted to a standard Dip 

Hoist and consists of a one horsepower· single phase motor 
driving through a bevel- gear and worm b.ox to the cable 
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Mr. G. H. Vasey, senior lecturer in AgricUltural Engi
neering at the, Melbourne University, who as guest 
speaker at the lrymple Gadget Field Day, a1ddressed a 

gathering of 2000. 

drum. The cable is fed from the drum to a dip frame 
through a double fall pulley block. The operation is 
controlled by a reversing switch. No brake is r·equired 
on this unit as the raising and lowering is driven by the 
mot-or through- the worm box. This unit has now been 
altered to allow operation to be made manually if 
desired. 

Supply: Can be supplied by Mr. Cook from normal 
material supplies. 

Post Hole Digger. 
Name: R. A. Baird, Merbein. 
Purpose: For mechanically -digging post holes. 
Construction: The unit consists of a Tutt Bryant auger 

attached to the lift of a Ferguson Tractor and driven 
from the power take-off, with belt dt•ive. 

Supply: Normal supply. 
Name: R. Morey, 
Unit: Sweat Box Lift Cradle. 
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Purpose: Loading full sweat boxes of fruit on to motor 
lorry. 

Construction: The unit is an open end cradle made 
from 16 lb. railw&LY line. It is attached to a Bulk Dip 
Hoist and has a capacity of 5 ·swe~t boxes. ·Full boxes of 
fruit are picked up by tractor forks and positioned so 
that cradle can ·he placed over sweats outside tractor 
forks. Tractor lift is then lowered leaving sweats of 
fruits suspended in cradle. Hoist is then raised and swung 
around over motor lorry and lowered onto tray, which 
has timber bearers in position to take sweats and allow 
cradle to be withdrawn. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

Sweat Box Lifter. 

Name: J. Grant. 
Purpose: Loading full sweat boxes- of fruit on to 

motor lorries. 
Construction: Unit consists of a mild steel frame fitted 

with three-point linkage f.or attachment to ~he rear of 
tractor. Full sweat boxes of fruit ar·e picke'd up from 
drying green on the forks of the lifter and taken to load
ing pit, raised, and positioned over motor lorry. Linkage 
1allows boxes to tilt away from tractor when being lowered, 
to allow removal of forks. Forks are approximately two
thirds th·e length of a sweat box, which allows _part of 
the sweat box to 1~est .on tray of lony, sto.pping sweats 
from moving as forks are withdrawn. A pit is necessary 
because the height of tractor lift is limited. A safety 
catch is fitted to give stability to sweats when being 
loaded. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

Automatic Silly Plow. 

Name: H. F. Tho1nas, Irymple. 

Purpose! Cleaning under vines. 

Mechanisation: Running parallel with the tractor is 
a beam, the forward end of which carl'ies a .silly-plough 
mould-board and shear in full view of the operator. The 
rear end of the beam is pivoted to the draw-bar and the 
plough is moved in and out under the vine with a winding 
device, which is controlled by a belt-clutch. 

This plo:ugh is operated entirely by the driver of the 
tractor and does not d·epend on the vine or trellis _post 
for guidance. 

Supply: Normal material supply. 

Firth Direct Co:upled Tanderm Disc Frame. 

Name: W. D. Firth, Robinvale. 

Purpose: Discing between vines. 

Construction: This unit can be attached to all tractors 
with a three-point linkage. Full provision is made for 
off-setting, bacldhg off, or throwing on, and can be done 
fro'm the centre of the TOW. Depth is controlled from 
hydraulic system of tractor. 

Supply: Drag discs convertible by J. Patterson & Co. 
for use on tool bar of tractor. Patent No. 151177. 

Series of Two Runs -

1st Run: Backing off and discing of Green Crop. 

2nd Run: Discing and throwing on. 

Mr. A. McMillan•s Roto~Mattock Weeder. 
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McMillan Roto-Mattock Reversible Weeder. 

Name: A. McMillan, Cardross, 
Purpose: Replaces silly-plow and can be adapted to 

weeding by placing on right hand side of tool bar. 
Designed especially for use among Couch Grass and 

lillie stone country. 
Mechanisation: The bla-des of the weeder are similar 

to a mattock, and rotate towards the vine. It operates 
from the side o:i' the tractor tool bar and is driven from 
the power take-off. 

Supply: By Mr. McMillan. 
Patented. 

Mi-. C. W. Treman's Tractor-driven Hoist; 

Cih~sel Plow, 

. Name: Connor-Shea & Co. Pty. Ltd., Sunshine, 
Purpose: A new multi-purpose implement with which 

to plow, cultivate, pasture renovate, lUcerne renovate, 
and subsoil with ripper tynes. 

Construction: The main frame of the plow is Of arc
welded tubular steel construction. Heavy gauge tubing 
is used in the more highly stressed sections. Steel tubing 
gives the greatest resistanc·e to torsional strains. The 
tynes are made of special alloy stee~ heat treated. A tele
scopic triggerless lev(;lr convenient to the driver raises or 
lowers the machine with -depth adjustment app1•ox. :!1: in. 
variation. 

Supply: Readily available ex Connor-Shea and agen~s. 
Four D.emonstrations-

1. Ripper. 
2. Chisel Plow using point only. 
3. Shears 10 in. 
4. Duck feet cultivation. 
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Rack Dehydrator. 

Name: A. TulloCh, Red Cliffs. 
Purpose: Drying fruit on the rack. 

•Construction: The unit consists of a combustion 
chamber, fuel tank, fuel injector, suction fan, perforated 
tubing and side rack curtains. Apart from the tubing 
and curtains the unit is mounted on a trolley for easy 
moving from rack to ·rack. Fuel used is fuel oiL In 
operation fuel is injected into combustion chamber where 
it is ignited and the heat picked up by the fan, which also 
draws fresh air f-or mixing. The hot air is then fOTced 
through the tubing at the centre of the rack along the 
bottom through the holes in the tubing, and circulated 
through the tiers of fruit on the rack The side curtains 
on the rack are fitted as airtight as possible, leaving only 
the corrugation of the iron roof, of the rack to allow 
sufficient space for the bleeding out of humid air. Motors 
are powered by electricity, single phase for the- injection 
and three phase for suction fan where three phase power 
is not available for the suction fan. This unit can be 
driven from power take-off of tractor. Further details 
can be obtained from Andy's Engineers. 

Maker~: Andy's Engineers. 
Availability£ Ex Andy's Engineers. 

Bulk Hot Dip Tank. 

Name: An-dy's Engineers. 
Purpose: Dipping Dried Vine Fruit. 
Cori.struction: Tank of all welded ste·el with ~ in. steel 

plate bottom. Ten tubes running full length and into 
fire box ensures quick even temperature. Hinged flaps 
over tubes prevent silt and rubbish from entering fire 
tubes, sliding steel damper gives adequate fire control. 

Smoke box and smoke stack ·fitted at rear of tank. 
Supply: Ex Andy's Engineers. 
Capacity: 50 buckets in hot dip. 

The Swing-fog. 

Name: Wm. Haughton & Co. Ltd., M-elbourne. 
Pu~pose: Indoor and outdoor fogging ·of insecticide. 
Principle: The machine consists essentially of two 

collcentric tubes. Hot exhaust gases from a petrol pulse 
jet engine are ·ejected from inner tube, which is slightly 
shorter than the surrounding "shroud" tube, and by 
ventuL'e acti-on draw cold air from the atmosphere 
through the shroud. The insecticide, forced from the tank 
by pressur-e tapped from the pulse jet engine, is sprayed 
into the hot inner tube and atomised by actioll of the 
exhaust gases shearing off the insecticide. stream. 

Output: 2-3 gallons per hour· depending on nozzle 
used. · 

Availability: Not readily available; orders to be placed 
ex Wm. Haughton. 

Improved Rogers Rotary Weeder. 

Name_: L. Smith, Merbein. 
Purpose: For weeding among Vines. 
Mechanisation: Attached to tractor drawbar through 

turntable and driven from power take-off through uni
versal joints, which incorporates a spring loaded slipping 
dog clutch. Operation is a tapered mowing hea-d rotatiilg 
anti-clockwise. Action of rotating head draws cutting 
blades under vines. Fender forward of cutting head 
pushes cutter away from vine and posts. Action is com
pletely automatic, but provision is ·made for a tension 
spring to be used if conditions warrant. Maximum depth 
o;f' ·cut is 3 inches depending on speed of rotor and soil 
condition. Made of light tubular construction with guard 
over cutting head and constructed with dustproof self
aligning ball bearing., 
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Automatic Stopping and Starting Device. 
Name: A. Lancaster, lrymple. 
Purpose: To stop and start tractor when loading dip 

tins during harvesting or similar work. 
Mechanisation: A vacuum cylinder is pivoted to frame 

of tractor forward of clutch pedal. Piston rod of cylinder 
is connected to clutch pedal of tractor by loose linkage. 
Vacuum is taken from manifold of tractor which leads to 
a valve near seat of- tractor by means of hose, then by 
hose to rear of trailer to an air valve control. Return 
hose from air valve leads to vacuum cylinder. On opening 
control valve air is removed from vacuum cylinder which 
draws piston down and de-clutches motor. When valve is 
closed, piston returns to normal thus engaging clutch. 
When valve near seat of tractor is closed, normal opera
tion of clutch is obtained. 

Supply: Normal material supply, 

Automatic Knife. 
Name: R. P. J. Grant, lrymple. 
Purpose: Knifing weeds after throwing on under vines 

has . been completed. 

Mechanisation: Fitted to push rod attached aft to 
drawbar. Knife feeding forward between tractor wheels. 
Has cross bar attachment which is anchored on offside 
of tractor. Spring controls both cross and backward 
movement of knife, which on hitting obstacle returns to 
original _position. Implement is -operated from middle of 
tractor to give greater control over tractor and depth 
of knife, and improves visibility. 

Supply: From normal material sUpply. 

QUEEN'S BIRTHDAY HONOUR 
Congratulations to Mr. R. H. Gilbert, Chairman of the 

Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, for the 
Order of the British Empire awarded in the Queen's 
Birthday honours, were conveyed in a letter by the 
Board of Management at its June meeting. 

Mr. A. TullOch's Rack Dehydrator. 
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A.D.F.A. ASSISTS FROST CONTROL WORK 
-BUT IT'S A COMMUNITY EFFORT 

The devastating frost along the Murray 'River Dried 
Fruits areas in the spring of 1927 found the Industry 
lacking organised "know how" to meet overnight this 
destroyer of farm economy. 

Immense losses from the freeze were recorded on 
areas topographically vulnerable to the formation of 
"frost pockets." Hundreds of acres not normally subJect 
to losses were also seriously affected. 

While a good deal of work had been, and was being, 
done by widely associated interests on the general prob
lem of frost and its control, there had been no publication 
issued that dealt specifically with preventive practices in 
Dried Fruit;;; areas. 

The A.D.F .A., therefore, convened a conference at 
Mildura of those who had studied the problem, to set ·out 
a programm.e of prevention methods applicable to the 
Industry. From this conference The A.D.F.A. Frost Con
trol Booklet was compiled by Mr. H. W. King, of Berri, 
South Australia. 

This publicatiori is available from district Frost Clubs, 
Packing Houses, or from Head' Office of The A.D.F.A~, 
Box 4524, Melbourne. 

Assistance to ,Research 
Since the publication of the booklet, The A.D.F.A. has 

made available funds for trials of a wind machine at 
Berri, South Australia. These tests are being carried out 
by C.S.I.R.O. in co-operation with the Herri Frost Club 
and the S.A. State Agricultural Department. The A.D.F.A. 
has recently made further funds available to continue 
experiments as the trials show promise. / 

uKnow. How" Now Known 
The results of the Industry's concentration on the 

problem is that a "know how" is now available to growers 
so that they can safely combat frosts as s-evere as that 
of 1927. 

Standard recommendations are issued by the Frost 
Clubs and growers are recommeiid·ed to contact these -
efficient local organisations. They will gladly offer the 
mo.st up-to-date advice on the means of protecting farm 
economy from the frost menace. 

RECOMMENDATIONS BY 
FROST CLUBS 

Any grower who ign·ores the recommendations is a 
menace to himself, his immediate neighbour and the dis
trict generally. 

Frost preventiOn is a Community Effort. 

The recommendations are as :follows-
For Blocks Subject to Frost-Damage. 

• Order frost oil requirements early, and hold a reserve. 
• Have all cultural work on frost area and adjacent land 

completed before irrigation, and do not disturb soil 
until the frost danger passes. Get The A.D.F.A. Frost 
Booklet from a Frost Club, Packing House or The 
A.D.F.A. 

• Get advice from a Frost Club ·on suitable thermo· 
meters and have them periodically tes.ted by the Club. 
It is imperative that these instruments be accurate to 
a point of a degree as a thermometer one-half of a 
degree in error can ~ost pol?nds in costly oil bu!ning. 

• Tune in to radio frost warnings and note "d·ew point" 
readings. If dew point is above 32 deg. F., the fall 'in 
temperature will be slower. If below freezing pOint 
there is immediate danger. (See A.D.F.A. Frost Book
let fOr details.) A careful study of "dew point" means 
a saving in oil burning. 
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For Adjacent Areas. 
• Higher areas adjacent to the lower frost pockets are 

known as Hdoner ~reas." Careless working of these 
areas precipitates a flow of cold air on to less fortunate 
neighbours located in a frost pocket. Work the land, 
water it, and Ie·ave it undisturbed, unless you are 
callous of the effect on your n~ighbours. 

• Get The A.D.F .A. Frost Booklet which ·advises how to 
help a "frost" neighbour. 

For All Growers. 
The accepted basis for the minimising of front damage 

is to have the complete al'ea of a settlement cultivated 
and watered to the stage -of maximum impaction of the 
soil. Loose soil does not retain inherent heat. It ceases to 
be a reservoir of warmth that would greatly overcome 
the general effect of frost throughout the settlement. 
"Frnst Blocks" lose valuable assistance. 

Bury cover crops by the end of August. Heat released 
by the fermentation of vegetable matter helps to counter.., 
act the radiation of heat stored in the soil. 

Allow cold air to drift away from your land; prevent 
it from flowing on to your area. Control weeds and 
bushes accordingly, 

FROST FIGHTING IS A COMMUNITY JOB-BE IN 
IT-HELP YOUR NEIGHBOUR. 

FROST 
How to Combat it 

The A.D.F.A. Frost Control Booklet 1s an 
authoritative publication, and every grower 

should have it. 

ASK 
for a copy from your Frost Club, 

or Packing House, or 

WRITE 
THE A.D.F.A., 

Box 4524, Melbourne, Vic. 

,.... ____ _ 
Growers and the ~~News" 

e If you are not receiving thE: ''News" correctly 
addressed please notify Head Office of your 
correct address and the address to which 
the HN ews" is now going. 

e If through a partnership you are receiving 
an extra unwanted ·Copy tell us which one 
you don't want. 

e If you know of any new owner or grower who 
is not receiving the "News" let us know. 
Address correspondence to: 

The Gen~ral Secretary, 
Box 4524, Melbourne, C.1. 

HELP US TO HELP YOU. 
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ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE STARLING 
IN THE SUNRAYSIA DISTRICT 

By H. F. Thomas, Convener, Bird Pest Investigation Committee of M.D.C. of A.D.F.A. 

WITH AN ENTOMOLOGICAL DISCUSSION ON THE INSECT MATTER 
WHICH FORMS PART OF THE BIRDS' DIET 

By A. N. Bu.rns, .Curator of Insects, National Museum of Victoria. 

Durin.t the Year ending June 30, 1954, the Bird Pest Committee of Mildura District Council conducted an in
vestigation into the life and habits of the Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) in the Sunraysia district. 

Although it was realised that a long-term study of the bird-over tw:o or three years-was desirable, a pro
longed investigation was. found impracticable, and it was necessary to confine the suTvey to a period of one year 
(1/7/53 to 30/6/54). 

The reasons for the investigation, and the personnel of the committee appointed to conduct it_ were given in 
the July-Dec. 1953 issue of The A.D.F.A. "News." In a later issue, Oct. 19.54-.. March 1955, the anticipated ;reSult 
of the investigation was briefly mentioned, with some general, remarks on control measures.* 

The importance of fi-eld work was fully realised, and 
a great deal of time was devoted to it. Unfortunately, 
limitations of space make it impossible to set out the 
results of work on concentration areas, roost-sites,. dis
tribution within the district, inspection of vineyards 
where damage had occurred, nesting, etc. What follows is 
confined principally to discussion on the data from study 
of the contents of stomachs of birds collected during the 
investigation. 

Fruit Portion ~f the Diet of Sunraysia Starlings 
In an examination of the food of a wide-ranging bird 

such as the starling, the scope of the· work is governed, 
not only by the desires of the investigators, but by the 
facilities available to them. It is therefore important that 
the field of inquiry be kept within compatible limits; 
otherwise the project could get out of hand. 

When, as in the preg.ent instance, the investigati,on is 
undertaken on a voluntary basis, by investigators with 
only their lesiure hours to devote to the worl<, it is 
important that a definite, (and not too ambitious) objec
tive is set. 

For this reason, it was decided that the aim must be to 
discover whether the damage by starlings to local grape 
crops was offset by the birds controlling insect or other 
vine pests. If sufficient general information gave some 
indication of the economic status of the species through
out the district, so much the better. But rather than 
allow the main purpose to suffer, it was decided to treat 
other data as incidental. 

Actually, through the good offices of Mr. Burns, who 
analysed the stomach contents of all the birds collected 
this 11incidental" inforination provided valuable data: 
The exact identification of much of the animal matter 
found would have been impossible without Mr. Burns' aid 
and a tribute is paid, riot only to his unquestioned Skill: 
but also to the patient and untiring effort he so cheer-
fully gave to the task. . 

Data from the examination of stomach contents, dis
sected and collated monthly, is s-et out in Tables C D and E. , , 

Examination of the food of an -omnivorous species by 
stom&ch analysis, has limitations, and is sometimes open 
to misinterpretation. Nev·ertheless, it was considered that 
in conjunction with field observations, it was the onlY 
practicable method. Birds had to b_e collected for this 
purpose. 

*A booldet entitled "Some Tried and Suggested Methods for the 
Attempted Control of Starlings" was published by the Mildura 
Dis~rict Council of The A.D.F.A. in December, 1954. Copies are 
available from' The Secretary, Mildura District Council of The 
A.D.F.A., Deakin Avenue, Mildura, or from H. F. Thomas, P.O. 
Box 78, Irymple. 
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Target Set 
A target of an average -of 30 birds a month was set, 

and to get as complete a coverag-e of the area as possible, 
collectors were encouraged to operate at widely-separated 
points. The amount of succe.ss can be gauged froni Tables 
A and B. It will be noted that the numerical method of 
setting -out results has been used wherever feasible. 
Although by no means perfect, it was in the circumstances 
better than the other two commonly us·ed methods, i.e., 
comparison of various matter by weight, or volume. 

The first Currants were found in the stomach of 'a 
bird collected on December 29, 1953, although field 
observations indicated that the birds had started on this 
fruit at least a week earlier. The last stomach in which 
Currants were found was a bird Collected on January 
28, 1954. During· this period, 76 birds were dissected, 
and' Currants were pr-esent in 67, or 88.2 per cent. of 
them. The remains of as many as 16 berries were found 
in one bird, and another contained 22 pedicels. The total 
number of Currants. found in the 67 birds which had 
eaten this food was 359, an average of 5.3 berries per 
bird. 

No Currants were found apart from those mentioned 
above. Evidently the birds eat this fruit only during the 
latter part of December and throughout January-a 
period of approximately 40 days of the y,ear, when their 
activities can be classed as 100 per cent. commercially 
destructive. 

With Sultanas, the picture was somewhat different. 
Apart from November and January, birds were fou:n'd to 
hav;e eaten this fruit in every month of the year, al
though in December only a solitary berry was present in 
one of the 33 birds dissected-a berry in the dried state, 
and obviously fruit of the previous season's crop. This 
highlights an important point--that when the dissection 
of a bird's st.omach discloses matter which initially had 
potential commercial value, it does not necessarily mean 
that the bird did commercial damage by eating it. 

From the' end of April, or perhaps early May, to the 
end of the following mid-February, any dried SUltanas 
still availabl-e to starlings are undoubtedly waste, and 
the birds do little harm when they .'eat them. The , extent 

· to which they eat waste ·fruit is illustrated by the 
amount found in birds collected in this "neutral" period 
-especially in the latter part of May, June and early 
July. The fact that counts were so high in this particular 
period suggests that the . bulk of it is gleaned from 
bunches overlooked by Pickers. These remain on the 
vines until they are discarded by pruning. Once pruning 
waS under way in July, counts declined sharply, 

Other sources from which the birds are able to get a 
certain amount of waste fruit include drying grounds, 
where fruit is often spilt, and the "tailings" from packing 
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houses. (Tailings are, of cours-e,..mainly stems ·blown -out 
by the machines, but there is often a certain amount of 
fruit still lodged in them which it is uneconomic to sal
vage.) When fruit is removed from drying racks, Some 

., berries are usually left adhering to the netting, and 
these, too, eventually come under the alert eye -of a 
starling or other fruit-eating . bird. 

It is clear that in studying the economic aspect of 
Sultana-eating proclivities of starlings, allowance mus.t 
be made for the fact that much of the fruit eaten- is 
commercially valueless. It was felt that Sultanas found 
ih birds collected during the "neutral" period should be 
ignored. Thus the following figures l'elate only to the 
most critical part of the ripening, harvesting and drying 
season ( 85 days from the beginning of February to the 
30th of April). 

By coincidence, in this 85-day period, 85 birds were . 
collected. From evidence of the whole berries, skins, 
pedicels and undeveloped (Sultana) seeds detected, 75, 
or ·88.2 per cent. of these birds had eaten Sultanas. The 
equivalent of approximately 248 berries were found in 
the stomachs of the 75 birds, an average of 3.3 per 
bird. 

Critical Period 
The ·critical pel'iod for "seed-grapes" (Gordos, Wal

tham Cross, Doradillos, etc.) can be regarded as March, · 
April and May. No seed-grapes were found in aliy stomach 
during March. Two of the birds dissected during April 
had eaten one each of one -of these varieties, and in 
May, 15 birds were· found which had eaten 24 berries of 
seed-grap-es between them. 

Thus, of 98 birds· collected during the critical period 
for seed-grapes, only 17,-.or. 17.3 per cent. had made these 
grapes part of their diet, the average intake being 1.5 
berries per bird. 

As shown by Table C, the consumption of seed-grapes, 
like the consumption of Sultanas, was s-ometimes as high, 
or -even higher, during the "neutral" months, as it was 
in the critical period. Many Gordos· and Waltham Cross 
are dried in much the same manner as Currants and Sul
tanas, with consequent similal' waste, but a percentage, 
as well as all Doradillos and some other varieties, are used 
for making wine or for distillation purposes. The dis
carded waste from the two wineries in the district con
tains seeds and skins, so that in the case of seed-grapes 
an additional source o'f supply during the neutral period 
is provided for foraging birds. This probably accounts 
in part for seed-grapes being found more consistently 
than Sultanas during neutral months. 

Field observations suggested that in Sunraysia the 
harm done by starlings to fruits other than grapes is 
probably more of a domestic than a commercial matter. 
This is supported by the evidence of Table C. With fruits 
like figs and tomatoes it is obviously impossible to judge 
by stomach contents alone just_ how many fruits a bird 
has made commercially valueless during the feeding 
pedod immediately preceding the time it was shot. The 
presence, for inStance, of a number of fig seeds in a 
bird's stomach does not necessarily mean that they all 
came from the same fig. On the contrary, field observa
tions showed that a great many figs were broken open, and 
that the birds "browsed" over them at random. The same 
could "apply to tomatoes. And also when pulp of fruits 
(peaches, apricots, etc.) in a bird's stomach indicated 
that it had been attacking these fruits: This illustrates 
one· of the limitations of stomach analysis, and stl'·esses 

*These limitations are better appreciated when it is explained 
that during a similar but rathe1· more prolonged investigation in 
America, 3000 starlings we1·e 4issected. 

{This figure is probably underestima1ted. Dr. H. N. Kluyver (Gon
tribution to the Biology and Ecology of the Starling During the 
Breeding Period-Wageninen, 1933) 'showed that in ,<>ummer a 
starling's daily consumption of solids is 11.9 per cent. of its own 
weight. On this basis, even if only one~third of the weight of its 
daily food intake (i.e., 4 per cent. of its own weight) consisted of 
fruit, in terms of Cunants this would represent about 40 berries 
pel' day, or -aPPl'O:Kimately dou'ole the number allowed by the 
hypothesis. 
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1 the need for close and constant alliance between field and 
laboratory work in a survey of this natul'e. 

Because of the relatively _limited material available 
for study,* findings cannot be dogmatised. But sufficient 
evidence was gathered from field observations and fl'om 
the 400 stomachs examined to speculate on the amount 
of overall commercial damage by the bir-ds to grape crops 
in Sunraysia during the "critical" period. Because what 
follows is partly speculation, it is stressed as an hypo
thesis only. Nevertheless, it gives some indication of what 
conceivably happens, and illustrates a logical method of 
interpreting the results of any similar, but prefel'ably 
more extensive, future inquiry. To fully comprehend its 
significance, it is necessary to first state certain facts 
whiCh the investigation established. 

The work at roost-sites showed the district bird popula
tion during the investigation was 100,000. 1This figure 
is -conservative. 

Field observations showed that the birds ate fruit 
throughout the gTeater part of the day, arid at fairly 
close intervals. Say, an avel'age -of four meals a day per 
bird.'f 

Field observations also showed that the. amount of 
fruit wasted equalled, if it did not exceed, the amount 
consum·ed., We can assume that for every berry eaten 
another was destroyed, or made commercially useless. 

Result of Dissections 
Although the number of birds dissected was too few 

to give a reliable picture, it showed that 88.2 per cent.r 
or 88,200 of the district's 100,000 ate Currants and 
Sultanas, while 17.3 per , cent., or 17,300, ate seed
gl'apes during the respective critical periods. 

The critical period for Currants was 40 days, Sultanas 
85 days, and seed-grapes 92 days. The average number 
of Currants, Sultanas, and se-ed-grapes found in the 
birds was 5.3, 3.3 and 1.5 respectively. It is assumed 
that these averages l'epresent intake at one norm'al feed
ing;· supported by the contents of a stomach indicating 
the bird had recently fed. The who•e (i.e., freshly 
swallowed) berries were close to the average figure. 

The number of dried berries per lb. of 1 cr. Currants 
varies between 4000 and 5000; 3 cr. dried Sultanas be
tween 1000 and 1200; and 5 cr. dried seed-g!·apes be
tween 400 and 500. 

In the case of seed-grapes, it has been assumed that 
50 per cent. were intended for drying, and 50 per cent. 
were to have been sold "fresh" to wineries. As the general 
relation between the weight of dried and fresh grapes is 
4 to 1, 50 per cent. of th~ seed-grapes have been treated 
as representing 4 times the dried weight figure. 

At the ti:rhe of WTiting, sales of 1954 Dried Currants, 
Sultanas and Seed-grapes have not been concluded, but 
the anticipated final retul'n to growers is estimated at 
£80 per ton for 1 cr. Currants, £87 per ton for 3 cr. 
Sultanas and £70 per ton for 5 cr. Seed-g;rapes. The 
average price paid for fresh Seed-grapes by the district 
winery in 1954 was approximately £17 per ton. 

Thus the total value of fruit (in the hypothesis) 
destroyed during 1954 season, is: 

Currants-14.84 tons at £80 .. 
Sultanas-80.32 tons at £87 .. 
Dried Seed-9.26 tons at £70 .. 
Fresh Seed-37.04 tons at £17 

Total 

£1,187 
6,988 

648 
6'30 

£9,453 

The hypothesis indicates that the amount of damage 
by stal'lings to grape crops in Sunraysia in 1954 could 
have amounted to nearly £10,000. 

The accuracy of this is open to question, but the 
formulae are sound in principle. 

If it should prove possible' to apply them more pre
cisely in some future investigation, something has been 
achieve-d. 
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For the purpose of the hypothesis the following formulae have been evolved from the foregoing data: 
For Currants and Sultanas-

Number of Average number Number of Days in (Fruit) 
participating X of berries X meals X critical X 2 (wasted) 

Tons of dried fruit birds per stomach per day period -
destroyed. 

Number of berries per lb. of dried fruit x 2240 

For Seed-grapes-
Number of Average number Nurilber of 

parlicipati'ng x of b-erries x meals x 
birds Per stomach :Per day 

Days in 
critical x 
period 

(Fruit) 
2 (wasted) 

Tons of dried seed
grapes destroyed. 

Number of berries per lb. of dried fruit x 2240 x 2 (=il total fruit) 

Tons of dried seed-grapes P,estroyed x 4 = Tons of winery (fl1esh) frUit destroyed. 
The application of these formulae gives th-e following results: 

Currants 
88,200 X 5.3 X 4 X 40 X 2 

4,500 X 2,240 
= 14.84 tons. 

Sultanas 
88,200 X 3.3 X 4 X 85 X 2 

1,100 X 2,.240 
80.32 tons. 

Seed-grapes (Dried) · 
17,300 X 1.5 X 4 X 92 X 2 

460 X 2,240 X 2 
Seed-grapes (Fresh) 

9.26 tons. 

9.26 x 4 = 37.04 tons. 

ENTOMOLOGICAL REPORT 
(By A. N. Burns.) 

Analyses of the invertebrate contents o·f the stomachs 
of 400 starlings from the Mildura Shire and district 
have, over a period of one year, giVen some interesting 
data ·on feeding habits. This apart from their actual 
fruit damaging and wasting habits. 

Much information has been gained from the aspect of 
entomological interest in the experiment showing what 
types of insects and ·other small Invertebrates are eaten. 
The number of species, covering many Orders of insects,. 
is comprehensive, and has helped reveal the seasonal 
appearances of the insects in question. 

Seasonal conditions play a very important part in the 
appearance or non-appearance of insects, but l'ecords over 
a number of years average out to a given mean. To 
obtain this mean it would have been desirable to conduct 
the experiment over three or four years. 

Invertebrates, other than insects which were observed 
during the experiment, are small Crustaceans, Molluscs, 
Spiders, CentipedeS, Scorpions and Round Worms. In 
addition several small Skink Lizards were accounted for. 
This brings small Vertebrates into the starling's extensive 
dietary. 

To deal in great detail with the life history and habits 
of each species listed would serve no useful purpose, so I 
deal only with those eaten in relatively large numbers. 
Others are mentioned only because of points of special 
interest. All are d·ealt with in the same order as set out 
in Table D. 

1. Order Odonata. Dragon Flies and Damsel Flies. On 
account of .their mode of life they are poorly represented, 
and would usually be captured either in the early morn
ing or evening when the weather was cool, or after heavy 
rain. Both in their aquatic larval stages and in the adult 
stag~ they may be classed as_ beneficial insects. 

2. Order Blattoidea. This Super-family includes all the 
various kinds of COckroaches. The greatest number in 
Australia are found in the bush, and never come near man. 
This type came into the starlings' diet. 

3. Order Orthoptera. This large Order includes a num
bers of Super-familie,s, such as Crickets, Grasshoppers 
Locusts, etc. At certain times and under special con~ 
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ditions Locusts appear in countless numbers causing a 
plague. Young Grasshoppers and Crickets are common in 
pastures, and especially just after moulting would become 
easy prey to birds.' Mole Crickets spend most of their time 
just beneath the surface of the ground, whe-re they 
excavate long tunnels. During very wet weather, th-ey 
frequently come to the surface. Most of the insects 
under this heading may be regarded as pests, Some, very 
serious -ones, (Plague Locusts). 

4. Order lsop-tera:. Termites, or White Ants, are well
known and require little detailed description. Though 
called "white" ants, they are· not in any way related to 
true ants. These riotorious insects live in communities, 
either in the ground, in stumps, trees, or habitations of 
man. At certain seasons, great hord-es of winged males and 
females fly from the parent nest; their "fre.e" life is 
only of brief duration, and it is then that many thousands 
perish as victims of birds and ants. 

5. Order Hemiptera. All the various types of True 
Bugs are -of several Families. Many species are pests of 
plants, which they injure by sucking out the sap by their 
rostrum or proboscis. Their mouthparts, coming into 
direct c~mtact with the sap of plants, places some species 
as important vectors in the transmission of plant dis
eases. Many (Reduviidae or Assassin Bugs)- ar-e predatory 
on other insects, and are in some measure useful. Others 
do not seem either beneficial or otherwise. These insects 
afford evidence supporting the assumption that starlings 
are not selective in their insect dietary, becaus·e most 
species can emit a most offensive, pungent odour. 

6. Order •Coleoptera. A well-known, huge Order contain
ing over 70 Families (in Australia)_. Representatives of 
only 14 Families are tabulated; mostly species which are 
ground feeders or which live in or near the ground. 

Many beetles are nocturnal in habit, and are w~ll 
represente-d in our experiment by Curculionidae (Ground 
Weevils); Scarabaeidae (Chafers, Dung Beetles, etc.); 
Car:abidae (Carabs); Tenebrionidae (Tenebrionids), 
etc. Nocturnal species_ usually hid-e by day in grass tus
socks (Ground Weevils), under stones, logs, debris, etc. 
(Carabs and Tenebrionids). Scarabs, Chafers and Dung 
Beetles hide under manure, amongst debris and grAss, or 
beneath the surface of the ground. They would be dis
turbed in considerable numbers by starlings when foraging 
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in pastures, etc. As far as is knowh, Ground Weevils 
are non-injurious; nothing yet is known of their life his
tory. Carabs come into the category of beneficial insects, 
because both in their larval and adult sta~es they prey on 
other insects. Some Tenebrionid larvae are also pre
datory, but little is 1mown about the feeding habits of the 
adult beetles. For this reason, they have been placed 
under the heading of Neutral. 

7. Order Hymenoptera. With the exception of species 
of the Super-family Formicoidea (Ants), species of 
Wasps and Bees appear only in small numbers. Hymenop
tera are very active and normally would take some cap
turing even by birds. In all probability, the specimens 
recorded were taken early in the morning, in the even
ing or after rain while chilled by wet anQ. cold. The 
majority of Wasps and Bees are beneficial insects; of 
the former, many are predators or parasites of other 
insects (many are ,pests) and ,of the latter, useful agents 
in pollination of flowers. For- some species of insectivorous 
birds, ants have a peculiar attraction as an item qf diet. 
Although ants always smell Somewhat of Formic acid, 
s-ome have a very pungent and lasting odour. To some 
extent, any distasteful properties. may be 'hidden by the 
amount of sweet material (honey, n":ctar, etc.) they con
sume, 

'8. Order Diptera. Another fairly large Order of in
sects which contains many families, a number of which 
possess species of great ,economic importance to man. As 
larvae, House Flies act as scavengers by eating and 
cleaning up filth; as adult flies they crawl about- on dirt, 
and transmit disease organisms to people and animals. 
But many species are beneficial in being parasites of 
other- insects. A few species are evidently neutral. 

9. Order Lepidoptera. (Sub-order Heterocera-Moths). 
There are several similar species of Cutworm moths 
(Family No.ctuidae) which are always abundant in Vic
toria. Their larvae feed on grass·es at night. During the 
daytime they retire. to the base of grass tussocks and 
small depressions in the ground, and starlings when 
foraging would disturb· many. A few other types of Moth 
larvae were recorded <luring the experiment, but no 
-doubt were accidental "strays" the birds happened to 
pick up. 

10. Order Dermaptera-Earwigs. These insects played 
quite an .important role in the dietary ,of the starlings; 
an introduced species that was mainly eaten. This, 
however, would only be governed by it being common in 
comparison with most of the native species. Some species 
when ha-ndled give off a pronounced disagreeable odour. 
When disturbed they move rapidly and are conspicuoUs, 
so would readily attract any birds nearby. 

11. Order Araneidae,, (Class Arachnida). This con
cludes the insect portion of the starlings' stomach -con-

tents, and introduces another section of the Inverte
brates, e.g., Spiders. Members of several families 
seemed to prOOotninate, and were species such as might 
be encountered by starlings when foraging. Actually, 
very few species of Spiders are poisonous ·or even harm
ful.; all encountered in our experiment are definitely 
beneficial, in preying on other organisms, mostly insects, 
many of which are noxious. 

12. Order Scorpionidae. That Scorpions should come 
into the starlings' diet is rather amazing. Th-ey are 
strictly nocturnal in habit, hiding by day under stones, 
wood, bark, etc.-an example of a beneficial yet ob
noxious creature. They are predatory on other small fry, 
and therefore in some measure beneficial. But if handled 
carelessly they -can give a very painful, if not even 
poisonous sting. 

13. Order Chilognatha. One record of Centipedes is in 
the Table. Centipedes _seem to be avoided by most birds; 
even common fowls (which will readily pounce on any 
moving creature) view them with caution. Centipedes are, 
in some small measure, beneficial. If -handled carelessly 
they can bite (severely in lai"ge- specimens). 

14. Order Chernitidea. These small and little known 
Arachnids appear only once in our experiment. Commonly 
called Pseudo-Scorpions, they are harmless and are 
usually found under bark, etc. 

15. Class Crustacea. Sub-order Oniscidea. It is surpris
ing that more (Slaters) have not been recorded. -in the 
experiment; they are much sought after by some insecti
vorous birds (although they are not insects!), and common 
fowls eat them with relish. They are listed as Destructive 
because of their injury to young seedlings and the tender 
roots of plants. 

16. Phylum Nemathelminthes; Nematoda-Round 
Worms. One example was recorded in August. 

17. Phylum Mollusca; Gasteropoda. Numbers of small 
Snails, both of indigenous and introduced species, ·were 
taken from ihany birds' stomachs. These would be easy 
prey, and probably "selected." The calcareous substance 
in their shells and the subsequent "grit" obtained might 
be a necessity in the diet of the birds. 

18. Mollusca; LamelBbranchiata. The single record of 
Freshwater Mussels coming into the starlings' diet is 
interesting. Normally these bivalv~s liv-e in water and 
probably the opportunity for starlings to pick them up 
would be in drying mud or in t·esidual debris from floods. 

This concludes the list of Invertebl'ate fauna en
countered in the twelve months of the experiment. On 
two occasions, small Skink Lizards were caught and eaten 
by starlings. The birds· probably were attracted by the 
movement of the Li~ards, and not specially "selected." 

ECONOMIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE INSECT- EATING HABITS OF 
SUNRA YSIA S'L'ARLINGS 

It is noted from Mr. Burns' remarks, and from Table 
D, that an attempt was made to classify the insects as 
"Beneficial," "Neutral" -or "Destructive". Bitt there were 
still border-line, or doubtful cases where exact classifica
tion was difficult or impossible. 

Thus, the data in Table D cannot be used as a yard~ 
stick to determine whether starlings -Can be regarded as 
"Beneficial", "Neutral'' or "Destructive" in their insect
eating habits. 

All that can be said with certainty is that under cer
tain condition,s they will eat quantities of Plague Locusts 
(or any of the many other destructive in'sects). Here, 
they obviously benefit man· to some extent. 

The birds may also eat some beneficial insects, and to 
some extent be destructive. 

There are cases ·where crops (particularly fodder 
crops) have been saved from insects by starlings, and 
one example occurred during the investigation. The 
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·manager of a local property, where lucerne is grown 
under irrigation, saiQ that a 10-acre paddock was over
run with a species of small caterpillar and in danger of 
being completely ruined. A flock of starlings, hundreds 
strong, discovered the caterpillars, and sper.tt three days 
in the paddock. Within a week the lucerne was well on 
the way to recovery.* ' 

Such cases are nevertheless Tar-e. Chance plays a big 
part, and even wheri the birds do appear the plague may 
have already :run riot for too long for their help to be 
effective; or the insects may be in such numbers that 
the starlings cannot make much impression. 

In trying to assess the economic importance of a bird 
species, certain facts are essential for a basis on which 

*Field observatiOns alone cannot always be accepted so readily. 
For example, in other parts references are constantly made to the 
birds' habit of riding on the backs of sheep, and Pl"Obing into the 
wool to catch ticks. During the investigation, birds were frequently 
seen on the backs of sheep, probing wool; yet Sunraysia is a tick
free area. 
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to build a case. For example, with vine fruits, the number 
of berries per lb. was known, and also the value per 
ton. Without this information it would have been impos
sible to speculate on the amount or value of the totl'!.l 
damage. 

With insects, this starting point can seldom be found. 
It is of little use being· able to say that the starling popu
lation of an area consumed a given number of cutworms 
in a given time, unless it is known how many cutworms 
there were in the ar-ea; and to what extent their num
bers had to be reduced before they ceased to be a 
menace. Inquiries were made by the -committee as to 
how thick on the grdund Landsnails, Cutworms, Currant 
Weevils, etc., had to be before they were of plague Pro
portions, but could not be ascertained. 

Until it :is, birds will continue to be regarded as in
fluencing insect populations to sorne extent. 

How far starlings assist. in the control of insect p'ests 
on the vine is not definitely known, although_ the stomach 
contents examined showed that during the- investigation 
their help was not great. It has already been ·emphasised 
that the results of a single year's observations are not 
neceSsarily conclusive. Although various insects appear on 
vines in plague Pl'oportions, and do considerable damage, 
they are not annual visits. When they do occur, the 
majority of the insect species involved are so small that 
they would probably _be overl-ooked by starlings. The 
Vine Moths(PhalacnoideS spp.) could be an exception, 
also the Currant Weevil (Aramm•ichrius-Otiorrhynchus 
.cribicollis); and perhaps to a lesser extent, Mealy .Bug 
(Pseudococcus maritimus) and Light Brown Apple Moth 
(Tortrix postvittana). 

Although none of the above named was identified 
during the investigation, two ~pecimens of Currant 
Weevil were found in the stomach -of a bird collected at 
Lake Hawthorn in January 1953. So this pest does 
sometimes form part of the starlings' diet. 

That horticultm·ists can do without starlings is obvious. 
Grapes, including the best Currants produced in Aus
tralia, are grown successfully in Western Australia, 
where the starling is not found. 

As far as the vine fruit grower is concerned, the 
spasmodic help he .is likely to receive would probably be 
ineffectual in controlling insect pests, and it would be 
better for him to rely on a spray pump. 

Miscellaneous Matter Found in Stomachs 
of Starlings Dissected 

Table E lists the items included under this heading, 
the months in which they occurred, and the number of 
birds found to have eaten or swallowed each of them. 
Counts of individual_ items are not shown. 

Fruit and/ or Seeds of Boxthorn. Thirty recognizable 
fruits and many s-eeds, were found in the stomachs of 
24 birds which had eaten the -berries of this plant. In 
some stomachs no skins were present to show that a 
whole berry had been eaten, but it seems that the birds 
take this fruit for its juic.e and pulp, the seeds being 
eaten incidentally. Although no germination tests were 
made, other experiments show that some seeds are voided 
fertile and the accusation that starlings are instrumental 
in spreading the boxthorn pest is probably well founded. 

Palm Tree Fruits and/or Seeds. In a total' of 46 palm 
seeds, 29 seeds of the _Fan Palm were identified, and 10 
more (all from the one bird) were possibly from a species 
of Chamerap·his Palm. Altho:ugh myriads- of palm seeds, 
dried and devoid of any outer covering, are found be
neath some trees, stomachs containing these seeds fre
quently contained trac-es also of the skin and flesh with 
which they are originally covered. This indicates that 
the birds usually eat this item, .too, as fruit rather than 
as seed. 

Saltbush Seeds. About 200 saltbush seeds were found. 
These were practically all Ai:riplex spp. and 44 (all from 
one bird) were identified as Atriplex ~uelleri. The seeds 
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of most varieties of saltbush are embedded in more or 
less fi.eshy fruit, and a:gain this could explain their pres
enc~ in many stomachs. 

Wild Olives. Two birds, both collected during Decem
ber (one at Irytnple, the other at Nichols Point) con
tained the seeds Of wild olives (Oleo sp.). 

Dock Seeds. A seed-capsule and seeds of "Curled 
Dock" (Rumex crispus) was found in the stomach -of a 
bird collected at Karadoc on 12/6/54, and 

Clover Seeds were present in two birds, both also 
collected in June. (One of them was the bird collected 
at Karadoc- on the 12th, and which also c-ontained the 
Curled Dock seed). 

Wheat. A pal:t grain of wheat was fOund in the stomach 
of one bird, and 

Wild Oat seeds were found in 3 birds, each of which 
contained one grain. 

Little grain ·is eaten as such by Sunraysia starlings. 
This is all the more remarkable in view of the findings of 
investigators overseas, many of whom show that grain 
forms a considerable part of the birds' food. 

Unidentified Seeds and/ or Seed-capsules, Were found 
in 10 stomachs. Taking each individually, the seeds, .etc. 
were: 

1. 5 seeds in a fleshy outer case---probably from some 
weed or garden plant. 

2. 1 seed-capsule- ? Pittosporum. 
3. 2 seed. h-eads of some composite plant, 
4. 1 see-d-probably Paspalum. 
5. 9 seeds-probably· Paspalum. 
6. 6 seeds-pr:obably Paspalum. 
7. 1 seed, partly damaged-like tomato seed but harder 

and smaller. · 
8. 2 seeds-legumes. 
9. 2 seed heads-possibly of some composite plant. 

10. 5 seeds'-:legumes-? Medicago sp. or some allied 
plant. 

Regarding Pa.spalum, an observant gro;,er reported 
he had seen starlings methodically 11stripping" the seed 
fronds ,of this plant with their bills. Although the prime 
cause of the spread of this curse of vineyards and 
channel banks is the flow of irrigation water, starlings 
possibly help in its dissemination. 

Plant Stems, Tendrils, Leaves, etc. Miscellaneous mat
ter of plant -origin has been "lumped" 'under this head
ing. Included are vine tendrils, a good deal of fibrous 
material (including what appeared to be two flax strands 
from rope or tie-band) ahd fragments of what looked 
like parts of a water plant. One stomach was full with 
what appeared (and smelt) as freshly-mown lawn 
clippings; another contained a leaf ·of so11ie Myrtaceous 
plant or tree, and the contents of several more included 
small pieces of grass blades or other herbaceous matter. 

Cactus Spines. Two birds are recorded with cactus 
spines in their stomachs. Actually these were found in 
more than 2 birds; imbedded in the stomach lining. One 
was identified in the fr-ee matter which made up the con
tentS; of a stomach sent to Mr. Bm·ns for analysis, and 
later 4 more were removed from the membrane sur
rounding the outer waH of another stomach; these also 
classified as probably from a Prickly P·ear (Opuntia sp.). 
Sevel'al varieties of Pricldy Pear grow freely in the 
district, -and possibly the birds accidentally swallow 
spines while eating the fruit of these pJants. j 

Quartz, Chert or Sand. Gritty material is probably 
eaten deliberately to aid digestion, at other times prob
ably picked up because of its colour or glint. 

Mud or Earthy Material. Starlings obtain some prey by 
"circling," i.e., probing into the ground and then open
ing the bill with force, to widen cracks and crevices and· 
the bore-holes of larvae and worms. 

Dried mud was noticed on the bills and foreheads of 
a number of birds, indicating theY had been "circling," 
and no doubt a certain amount of soil is swallowed with 
the prey, Earthy material in a stomach is alsO attributed 
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to the residue from caterpillars or grubs eaten by the 
bird. 

Feathers. While feathers may occasionally be swallowed 
by birds preening, this explanation of feathers in 5 of 
stomachs dissected should be treated with caution. The 
bulk of the birds collected were killed with 12 bore shot
guns, many of them from close range. Stomach-walls 
pierced by a pellet were found fairly frequently-, and 
feathers were often forced into the wound. 

Conclusions 
In the introductory remarks of this a1-ticle it was 

stated that considerable field work was done during the 
investigation, and a great deal of extremely important 
information gathered. C'onsideration of this, in conjunc
tion with the data on stomach contents, leads to the 
conclusion that, as far as the horticulturist in Sunraysia 
is concerned, the starling is a pest that ·Could well be done 

TABLE A 
Number of birds collected in each month of the 

investigation. 

July 18 
August 25 
September 28 
·october 35 
November 25 
Dec.ember 33 
January 67 
Februa1·y 38 
March 20 
April 27 
May 51 
June 33 

TOTAL 400 

without. No evidence indicated that its assistance in the 
control of insect pests of the vine was of more than super
ficial value, while both field observations and the analysis 
of stomach contents showed that it does much damage to 
grape crops. 
. Apart from its relation to horticulture,· it is difficult 
to assess the starling's economic status in the district as 
a whole. The evidence both for and again'st is at present 
negative; although it has been shown that it· destroys 

quantities of insects known to be injurious to plant life. 
There is no easy way of deciding whether it takes insects. 
in sufficient numbers to be ·of material assistance in con
trolling them. Similar doubts remain when the beneficial 
insects it kills are considered. 

Although it is p1·obably instrumental in the spread 
of both useful (e.g. Saltbush) and noxious (e.g., Box
thorn) plants, nothing can be said definitely on the extent 
of good ·or harm it does in this direction. 

Despite these uncertainties, there is no evidenc·e to 
show that primary production generally cannot be prac
tised successfully in the absence of starlings. The logical 
conclusion is that, economically, not only the horticul
turist, but Sunraysia as a whole, would be better off 
without starlings. 

TABLE B 

Number of birds collected in each ·of the va1·ious areas 
of the Sunraysia district. 

Cardross 8 
lrymple 70 
Irymple South 85 
Koorlong 16 
Lake Hawthorn 54 
Mil dura (City Area) 21 
Mil dura 6 
Mildura South 9 
Old Mildura 1 
Nichols Point .. 42 
Merbein Township 1 
Me1·bein & Birdwoodton 33 
Merbein South· 7 
Red Cliffs Township 5 
Red Cliffs North-east 4 
Red Cliffs South-west· 1 
Stewart 1 
Karadoc 6 
Billabong 24 
Cowanna Bend 3 
Curlwaa 3 

TOTAL 400 

TABLE C 

I-ri' the case of Currants, Sultanas, Seed Grapes (including Gordos, Walthams, Doradillos, etc.) and Olives, 
the :figures refer to overall berry counts; in the case of Tomatoes and Figs they indicate the number of birds whose 
stomachs contained evidence they had eaten either Tomatoes or Figs. The numbers of birds which made grapes part 
of their diet ·during the critical harvest period are set out in the discussion relative to this table. 

Fruit July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apl. May Jun. Total 

Currants (Berries) 47 312 359 

Sultanas (Berries) 33 14 2 14 1 106 63 79 113 108 533 

Seed Grapes (Berries) 13 26 8 13 27 21 2 24 7 141 

Olives (Berries) 3 1 5 9 

Tomatoes (Birds) 2 2 4 

Figs (Birds) 10 2 1 13 
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TABLED 
Distinguishable animal matter found in the stomachs of the 400 birds dissected. 

July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. A pl. May Jun. Total 

1. Odonata. 
Dragon FHes (B) 
Damsel Flies (B) 1 1 1 1 1 5 10 

2. Blattoidea. 
Cockroaches (N also D) 4 3 1 22 6 1 6 1 4 2 50 

3. Orthoptera. 
Locusts, etc. (D) 
Crickets, etc. (D or N) 2 2 4 22 10 2 3. 24 22 3 94 

4. lsoptera. 
T·ermites (D) 420 . 420 

5. Hemiptera. 
Bugs (Some B, some N 

and some D) 3 1 1 4 8 7 5 3 2 7 5 46 
Water Striders (N) 1 1 

6. Coleoptera. 
Carab Beetles, etc. (B or 8 50 7 8 9 ' 29 17 7 1 11 10 157 

N) 

Tenebrionids (N or D) 
Anthicids (N) 17 38 73 72 18 26 64 9 2 2 3 15 339 

All Weevils (D, a few N) 21 26 71 91 53 45 131 43 40 33 90 72 716 

Click Beetles (N) 6 2 3 12 1 11 4 1 4 1 45 

Scara])s (D or N) 
Dung Beetles (B) 1 7 3 4 2 23 3 3 46 
Chafers (D) 

Clerid Beetles (B) 
Melyrid Beetles (N) 1 6 2 2 11 

L&dybirds (B) 3 1 4 

Longicorns (D) 
Chrysomelids (D or N) 1 1 3 10 9 5 4 3 3 39 

Water Beetles (Nor B) 3 3 4 10 

7. Hyrnenoptell"a. 
Wasps, Bees, etc. (B) 2 3 4 1 1 11 
Ants (D or N) 55 9 36 61 19 33 44 '22 18 9 449. 18 773 

8. Diptera. 
March Flies (D) 
Bot Flies (D) '5 2 5 1 4 6 4 - 1 2 30 
House Flies (D) 
Crane & Aeroplane Flies 

(N) 

9. Lepi'Cloptera. 
Cut Worms, etc. (D) 6 130 98 62 41 2 9 9 357 

10. Dermaptera. 
Earwigs (D or N) 2 1 7 15 59 16. 15 2 117 

11. Araneidae. 
Spiders (B) 39 4 3 7 4 4 7. 4 1 6 7 86 

12. Scorpionidae. 
Scorpions (B) 1 6 1 8 

13. Chilognatha. 
Centipedes (B) 1 1 

14. Chernitidea. 
Pseudo-scorpions (N) 1 1 

15. Crustacea. 
Slaters (D) 3 1 7 11 

16. Nematoda. 
Hound Worms (D or N) 1 1 
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17. Gaateropoda. 
Land Snails, etc., in~ 

eluding European and 
native species (D) 

18. Lamellibranchiata. 
Fresh Water Mussels 

(N) 

19. Reptila. 
Lizards (B) 

Totals of Distinguishable 
Preys ......... . 

13 10 

174 317 369 

36 86 496 367 81 4 21 1114 

1 1 

1 1 2 

245 323 866 499 161 73 1036 171 4501 

Notes.-The letters B, D, N, indicate Beneficial, Destructive, Neutral, and ref.er primarily to the insect's 
relationship to plant life. The numbers in each column are overall insect counts, and do not refer to the number of 
birds which made a particular species part of their diet. A relatively small amount of the animal matter found 
in stomachs was too macerated or fragmented to identify. This was largely of coleopterous origin, and has been 
omitted from this table. , 

TABLE E 
The :figures in this table refer to the nUmber of birds found to have made the various matter listed part of 

their diet. 

Miscellaneous July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apl. May Jun. Total 

Boxthorn Fruits and/ or se·eds 
Palm Tree Fruits and/ or 

seeds 

Salt Bush Fruit and/or-seeds 

Wild Olive Fruit and/or seeds 

Dock Seeds 

Clover Seeds 

Wild Oat Seeds ·. 

Wheat Seed 

Unidentified Seeds and/ or 
Seed-capsules 

Plant Stems, Tendrils, and 
other fibrous material of 

1 4 

2 

1 1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

2 

2 

8 

1 

3 2 

4 

5 

2 

2 

6 

3 

5 

1 

2 

1 

24 

11 

23 

2 

1 

2 

3 
----

1 

10 

plant origin 2 5 3 1 1 4 1 3 2 22 
-----···-···· 

Cactus Spines 1 1 2 

Quartz, Chert and/or Sand 3 2 2 1 3 2 1 14 
~~~------------------
Mu4 or Earthy Material 1 1 1 3 1 2 5 14 
-~------------------------------------------
Feathers 2 1 2 5 

DIP TANKS, STAYING STRAINERS, ETC. ... 
In Mildura 

Preserve Your Dip Tanks 
The -easiest way .to preserve your dip tanks is probably 

the best. At the end of the harvest simply leave the cold 
dip mixture in the tank. The oil in the dip prevents rust
ing and deterioration of the inside. 

Immediately before next 'harvest, empty the tank and 
clean it thoroughly. It is best to turn the tank over, 
clean the bottom and paint it with tar or some other good 
rust-preventitiv·e. This sort of annual treatment will 
keep your tank in good order. for many ye·ars. 

Dowelled Racks 
A big advantage of dowelled racks is that at th-e finish 

of each harvest, the four lower tiers can be lifted up to 
the fifth 'tier. This gives a clearance of about 2 ft. 6 in. 
under the rack, and stops the long weeds growing through 
the wir-es. It also makes it easier to weed underneath the 
racks before the next harvest. 
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Staying Strainers 
Mr. Beve·rley, of Koorlong, has worked out a neat way 

of keeping an old stay that has rotted off at ground 
level. The rotten part of the stay is cut off. A short post 
is then let into the ground at the end of the sawn-off 
stay. The stay is replaced between the strainer post and 
the new post at the same angle as before. A wire is 
strained from the top of the new post to the bottom 
of the strainer as in the photograph. All new stays on the 
property are being done this way. "No more rotting stays 
for me," says Mr. Beverley. 

In Robinvale 
It's Your Loss 

The new electric automatic unloader at the packing 
house is a beauty and should save a lot of time from now 
on. But it was noticed that overfull sweats were spilling 
rather badly. Apart from the· damage to the fruit caused 
by overfilled sweats, the grower l-oses because most of the 
spilling occurs before the fruit is weighed. Thel'e's only 
one answer. Don't fill the sweats above water level. 
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A NOTE ON THE NUTRITION OF THE SULTANA BUNCH 
By Mr. A. J. Antcliff, Merbein. 

Winkler (1932) in an extensive series of experiments 
showed that elaborated food-stuffs in the vine could move 

-4 readily through quite considerable distances and through 
wood several years old. His experiments included the 
variety Thompson Seedless which is the same as the 
Sultana grown in Australia. With this variety he showed 
that bunches on d.efoliated shoots at the apical end of a 
cane matured almost as well as control bunches althoug-h 
the nearest shoots with leaves were at the base of the 
cane. He concluded that synthesized foods must move 
readily among different parts of the vine so that, within 
limits, they are equally available to any bunch r:egard
less of its position. 

Similar conclusions may be drawn from the results ·Of 
an experiment cal'l'ied out at the Commonwealth Research 
Station, Merbein. Two fruitful shoots were chosen on 
each of 29 vines, one on each side of the vine, such that 
for each pair the shoots themselves and the bunches 
borne by them were of about the same size. One shoot of 
each pair was tagged and retained as a control while the 
other was cut off above the bunch or bunches (som3 pairs 
had two bunches on each shoot) and an leaves on the 
lower part of the shoot were remov.ed. This was done on 
November 28 and 29, 1949, after the berries had set 
but before they had grown appreciably. 

Winkler does not state the stag·e at which the leaves 
were removed nor whether the shoot was cut back. He 
left one leaf on each defoliated shoot to prevent the 
shoot and its bunch from withering. In the present ex
periment there was no case in which the shoot or bunch 
wither.ed although all leaves were removed. 

The bunches were harvested -on February 6, 7 and 8, 
1950, the bunches from each pair of shoots being har
vested at the same time. This was earlier than the 
normal picking date, but it was thought advisable to 
harvest the bunches before· mould dan.1age could occur, 

following rairi on February 1 and 5. The bunches were 
weighed, then crushed immediately and the sugar con
tent of the juke determined with a refractometer. 
Winkler gives sugar content, acidity, and berry size, but 
does not give the actual weight of fruit per shoot. In the 
Merbein experiment, the mean weight of fruit per 
shoot for the control shoots was 612.9 g. and the mean 
sugar content was 9.15 deg. Baume. For the truncated 
and defoliated shoots the corresponding means were 
607.8 g. and 8.76 Baume. Analysis of variance showed 
that for both weight and sugar content there were 
highly_ significant differences between th.e means of the 
pairs· of shoots from different vines, but that the differ
ences between the means -of the control and treated 
shoots were not significant. The differences necessary for 
significance at the 5% level between these means were 
97.3 and 0.43 deg. Baume respectively. It would appear 
therefore that food materials must have been as readily 
available to the bunches on the stubs of the truncated 
shots as to other bunches on the same vines. It 'is also 
of interest to note that some of the truncated and de
foliated shoots matured into canes which would have 
been suitable for retention at pruning, except that ,they 
were too short, so that this maturation also was appar
ently unaffected by the treatment. Winkler does - not 
state whether any of his shoots matured in this way. 

The results suggest that the foodstuffs in the vine 
form a "pool" from which all bunches and shoots can 
draw, and that any operation which decreased the 
capacity of the vine for -producing fOodstuffs, e.g., top
ping or late disbudding, would be detrimental in that 
it would decrease the amount in the "pool." This is in 
agreement with the findings of Thomas and Barnard 
(1937). It is of course appreciated that operations such 
as topping or disbudding may sometimElS be desirable for 
other reasons. 

A DISBUNCHING EXPERIMENT ON 
THE SULTANA 

Mr. A. J. Antcliff, of the Merbein Research Station 
C.S.LR.O. nrovides the following report through Mr. F. 
Penman (Officer-in-charge). 

Antcl~ff and Webster (1955), after surveying the 
distribution of fruitful buds on the Sultana, found a 
correlation between the crop matured in one season and 
the percentage of fruitful buds formed for the following 
season. Thomas and Barnard (1937) also mention cur
rent season's crop as a factor influencing the formation 
of fruitful buds, and desc.ribe an experiment in which 
comoletely disbunching in November was followed by 
significant increase in yield in the next two seasons. 

This note describes an experiment at the Common
wealth Research Station, Merbein, in which vines were 
disbunched at intervals during the 1949-1950 season, and 
the effect oll the vines in the following season observed. 
Fruitfulness was very high in 1949-50, and this season 
should, therefore, have been very suitable· for com
mencing such an experiment. There were five treatments 
-complete disbunching- on Nov-ember 17 (A), December 
15 (B), Januarv 16 (C), February 14 (D), and no dis
bunching (E). It had been intended to make treatment 
(E) comnlete disbunching on March 16, about the 
normal picking date, but by this time the fruit was too 
mouldy, following rain dama~e, to be worth picking. The 
treatments were applied to sing-le vines in seven adjacent 
five by five Latin squares. There were not significant 
differences between treatments in mean number of 
bunches per vine removed, the overall mean- being 65.7. 

In winter, 1950, the vines were pruned in the ·ordinary 
course of the pruning of the Research Station vineyard 
by the farm staff, who were unaware of which tr.eatmerits 
the separate vjnes had received. The vines were examin€.d 
in Spring to determine the percentage of fruitful shoots 
present. and at harvest the fruit from each vine was 
weighed separately and a sample ta·ken for sugar deter
mination. · ' · 

The results are shown in Table· 1. If the treatments 
were regarded as taldng place at equal intervals, the 
decrease in green weight, and the increase in sugar con
tent, from -A to E were significant linear regressions. 

The results were not entirely satisfactory as there Was 
considerable variation among the separate Latin- squares 
for treatments. Nevertheless it is interesting to inter
pret them in terms of what is known of fruit bud in
formation. 

All anlagen likely to differentiate as inflorescence 
primordia in buds which could be retained at pruning ar.e 
formed by about the middle of December (Barnard and 
Thomas, 1933), but the latest time at which they can 
differentiate has not been determined. Treatments C, D, 
and E. all had the same per cent. fruitful shoots in 
1950w51, while treatment A and, to a lesser and not 
significant extent, treatment B, were higher. This sug
gests that unless the anlagen differentiate as inflorescence 
primordia fairly soon after thev are formed they are Un
able to -do so. Although later disbunching- does not lead 
to a higher per cent. fruitful buds -being formed it coUld 
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affect the size to which the primol'dia grow. Presumably 
this factor was responsible for the differences in yield 
between t11eatments C. D, and E. Sugar content showed 
the usual negative correlation with green weight, but 
the differences were not sufficient to affect the yield 
diff.erences appreciably. 

The yield in 1950-51, even from tl·eatment A, did not 
approach what could have been obtained from the vines 
in 1949-50. The experiment of Thomas and Barnard, in 
which also a year of low fruitfulness followed a yea!'- of 
high fruitfulness, gave a similar result: the control 
vines yielded 41.6 lb. of fresh fruit in the year of dis
bunching, while the disbunched vines yielded only 24.5 
lb. in the following year. Clearly the current season's 
crop is by no means the only factor aff.ecting fruit bud 
information and yield for the following season. 

· References 

Antcliff, A. J. and Webster, W. J. (1955)-Studies on 
the Sultana vine: I. Aust. J. Agric. Res., 6: 
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Aust., 6: 285-94, 

Thomas, J. E. and Barnard, C. (1937)-Fruit bud 
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TABLE 1 
Per cent. fruitful shoots, green weight of fruit per 

vine, and sug·ar content of the fruit, after five disbunch
ing treatments. 

Treatments Sig. Diff. 
A B c D E 5% 

Fruitful shoots 
(%) 45.2 39.2 36.4 36'.8 36.5 5.2 

Green weight 
of fruit per 
vine (lb.) .. 27.0 24.7 21.8 19.2 16.0 4.2 

Sugar content 
( 

0 Brix) 24.29 24.20 24.55 24.77 25.11 0.31 

The above contribution appeared in the Journal of the 
Australian Institute of Agricultural Science. 

TRIALS ON COMMERCIAL DIPPING OILS 
FOR 1955 

During the 1955 harvest, the C.S.I.R.O. Research Station staff and officers of the Department of Agriculture 
at Mildura, conducted a series of trials on the commercial dipping oils, Co-op., Mobil and Voullaires together with a 
new oil which the Gardinol Chemical Company intends to Place on the market for the 1956 season. 

The results of these trials show that all oils give 
equally satisfactory results with respect to colour and 
grade. Co-op. -oil gave the fastest drying but the emul
sion was found to be unstable. Voullaire's oil gave a 
large amount of cream on the surface of the emulsion 
with some separation of free oil. Both the Mobil and 
Gardinol dips were very stable· and at the end of the 
trial showed only a slight amount ·of cream on the sur
face. The Gardinol oil in the early trials appeared to dry 
at a slower rate than the others but this was not con
firmed for the weight trial which was done at the same 
time on the same dips. In this weight trial all oils dried 
at the same Tate except Co-op, which was the fastest. 
The full details concerning these trials are given below. 

1. Comparison betwen the Mobil and Gard:inol Dipping 
Oils at the Research Station 

In this trial the fruit was dipped altel'natively in 500 
gallons of each dip and the rack was filled from both 
ends. The dips contained 125 lbs. potash and 10 gallons 
of dipping oil to 500 gallons water. The Mobil dip had 
been previously used for dipping one and a half racks 
of fruit and just before the trial sufficient caustic potash 
was added to give a faint blue colour with a thymolph
thalein paper. 

Initially the Mobil dipped fruit dried at a faster rate 
but towards the latter stages of drying the Gardinol 
dipped fruit caught up rapidly. Blobs were equally 
present in both batches of fruit and governed the dl'y
ing time. The Gardinol dipped fruit had a lighter colour. 
The filling of the rad{ was commenced on February 21, 
finished on the 22nd and the fl'uit shaken down on March 

_ 8: Both batches of fruit were graded Mould A and 2 
crown. 

2. Comparison between the four. oils at Research -'Station 

For this trial all dips were fl'eshly prepar.ed and two 
Dandy Dip tanks with a centre partition were used. The 
dips contained 90 gallons water, 22~ lb. potash and 15 
pints dipping oil. The fruit pulp registered 10 Baume. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

Four panels of fruit wer·e passed through each dip except 
the Mobil dip where only three panels were dipped. 

The dipping was stal'ted on February 22 and finished 
on the 23rd .. At the beginning o'f the second day all 
dips were adjusted with caustic potash to give a faint 
blue colour with a thymolphthalein test paper. On com
pletion of the dipping, all dips were transferred to 44 
gaJ_1on drums for further tl'ials ·elsewhere. 

After the dipping was finished in this trial, it was 
found that the Mobil and Gardinol dips were very stable 
with no cream on the surface, that Voullaire's dip showed 
a lot of cream with some fr.ee oil and the Co-op. dip heavy 
creaming with no free oil noticeable. 

Appearance of fruit on dipping: Voullaire's oil gave a 
lot of white spots lik~ air bubbles. Fruit dipped with the 
Co-op. oil was mOl'e translucent and was the dearest of 
the lot. Gardinol dip did not appear to wet the fruit. 
completely. Mobil oil gave good wetting. 

Inspection of racks during drying: Co-op. oil appears 
to be the fastest drying with the colour of the fruit dark 
·and variable. Mobil dipped fruit gave a variable colour 
consisting of a mixture of dark and green. Gardinol 
dipped f1·uit appeared to dry at a slower rate initially 
but ·caught up in the final stages of drying. The colour of 
the Gardinol dipped fruit was very even and lightei· than 
that of Mobil and Co-op. dipped fruit but not as light as 
Voullaire's. V oullaire's oil gave good drying and colour. 
Blobs held up the drying time and were equally present 
for all oils. 

The frUit was shaken down on March 9. On the hessians 
Mobil and Co-op. dipped fruit was the darkest with 
Gardinol and Voullaire's in that order being progres
siv-ely lighter in colour. 

All the fruit was graded Mould A and 2 crown, 

3. T~ial at A. E. Hazel's property, Red •Cliffs 

In this trial the Mobil and Gardinol dips were com
pared together. The Mobil dip was a 500 ·gallon dip 
through which 11,000 bu<;!kets of fruit had been passed. 
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The dip was a-djusted with caustic potash to a thymolph
thalein test paper endpoint. To the 80 gallons of Gardinol 
dip from Trial No. 2 another 80 gallons of fresh dip was 
added and the whole adjusted to a faint blue colour of a 
thymolphthalein paper with caustic potash. The pulped 
fruit had a density of 9 Baume. Three panels of fruit 
were passed through the Gardinol dip and 4 panels 
through the Mobil dip. The dipping took place on March 
8 and 9. 

Contrary to the observations at the Research Station, 
the Gardinol dip completely wet the fruit and appear.ed 
to dry at a faster rate. Both batches of fruit wePe 
Sprayed twice with a potash spray .. All the fruit was l"e
moved from the rack ·on the same day and the fruit 
appeared the same in both cases. The fruit was grade-d 
Mould A and 2 crown. 

4. Trial on the prope,rty of K. H. McCallum~ Red Cliffs 

This trial was conducted in the same way as Trial 
No. 2 using the Mobil, ·Co-op. and Voullaire's dips from 
this trial and the Gardinol dip from Trial No. 3. All dips 
were adjusted with caustic potash as previously described. 

. On removing the Co-op. dip from the druin it was 
found that the emulsion was unstable and had completely 
broken. 

Appearance of dips at the end of trial: Voullaire's oil 
showed a large amount of cream on the surface and the 
Mobil and Gardinol dips were stable throughout their 
use ·and were just beginning to show ~igns of creaming. 

Appearance of fruit on rack: Co-op.· dipped fruit was 
dark, oily and altogether a very poor sample. All other 
dips appeared to dry at much the same rate and all fruit 
waS dark owing to one foggy morning. Gardinol dipped 
fruit had a slightly lighter colom~. The fruit which was 
dipped in the Mobil, Voullaire's and Gardinol dips was all 
grad-ed 1 crown. 

loo 

Weight Trials for the Commercials 
Oils for 1955 

In this trial 10 replicate trays for each dip, with two 
dip .tins per tray were placed in a random order on a 
small experimental rack and weighed at regular inter
vals. The fruit was dipped at the same time and in the 
same dips that were used for the la1·ge Trial No. 2. The 
results have been gTajrhed in Figure 1. 

It will be noticed that Co-op. oil has the fastest drying 
rate in confirmation of the observations made for the 
large Trial No. 2. The remaining three oils dried at very 
much the same rate with no significant difference between 
any of them. It would appear that Gardinol oil dried at 
a slightly faster rate initially than either Voullaire's or 
Mobil oils. This is in cqntrast to the results of the large 
Trials No. 1 and 2 where Gardinol oil appeared to dry 
initially at a slower rate. 

Laboratory Drying Rates under, Controlled 
Conditions- of Temperature and Humidity 

In these experiments the fruit was dried by means of 
a steady stream of air at 49 deg. C and 4 o/o relative
humidity. For these exp-eriments 64 sound berries were 
used, 16 of which were treated with each particular dip. 
The dipped fruit was arranged in a random order on a 
wire gauze tray 10 in. x 6!k in. with 64 partitions an<l 
placed in the drying oven. Periodically the tray was 
removed and each berry weighed. The results are given 
below. 

1. Four Commerdal Oils, Mobil, Voullaire's. Co-op. and 
Gardinol 

The air flow rate in this experiment was approxi
mately 1!! cub. ft. per minute. The results a1·e plotted 
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in Figure 2 and it will be noticed that all the oils dry 
at a'pproximately the same rate with no significant differ
ence between them. Contrary to what was observed in 
the weight trial and large scale trials Co-op. oil now 
dries at some intermediate value between the fastest 
and slowest. 
2. Lane's Oil, Gardinol El4, Mobil £F928M and Mobil 

Special 
The air flow rate in this expe:uiment was approximately 

1 cl,lb. ft. per minute. The results for this .experiment are 
plotted in Figure 3 and again it will be noticed that 
there is no significant difference between any of these 
oils. It would appear that Lane's oil dried at a slower 
rate but the diff.erence is not ve1·y large and due account 
must be taken of the large scale used on the graph. It 
is suggested that Lane's oil has a satisfactory drying 
capacity and that the next stage is to cany out large 
scale trials with it. 

PRUNING OF HAIL DAMAGED SULTANAS 
By Mr. F. Penman, Officer-in-charge at Merbein. 

Within a week of the severe hail damage of mid
November last year, officers of the Victorian Department 
of AgricultUre re-pruned some. Sultana vines at Old 
Mildura. One treatment consisted of cutting back shoots 
suitably placed for pruning wood to a lateral at or near 
the sev.enth bud. In the other treatment the vines Were 
cut out as would have normally have been ·done this 
winter, and the remaining shoots were spurred. Other 
vines in the same row were left untr.eated for compari
son. There were twelve vines in each group, and two 
canes .were taken from each vine for microscopical ,ex
amination. This was carrie-d out towards the end of May 
and the results compared with those for the ten Sun
I·aysia sites examined every week. 

The laterals from the :first mentioned treatment were 
comparable in per cent. fruitful buds and mean primor
dium size with the ten district blocks, but all other gr,owth 
examined was much lower ih both respects. Only the 
laterals showed the usual peak in fruitfulness between 
buds 5 and 11. On the untreated canes the fruitfulness 
was uniformly low along the cane, and was actually de
pressed at bu'Cls 8 to 10. On canes from the severely re
pruned vines fruitfulness was extremely low at the base 
and rose only slowly, maximum fruitfulness being from 

bud 8 to bud 13. A similar trend was found on re-growth 
following a severe frost at Woorinen some years ago. 

These findings were considel'ed by Messrs. A. J. Ant
cliff and W. J. Webster of the Research Station together 
with Mr. D. G. Quinn, Victorian Department of Agri
culture, and it was agreed that there is no reason for 
supposing that lateTals growing naturally on damaged 
canes would be any less fruitful than those occurring 
where the canes were cut back. The most suitable pruning 
wood would therefore be strong lateral growth on the 
damaged canes. Care should he taken with the damaged 
base of the cane, but the lateral should be capable of 
being rolled on to the trellis wire satisfactorily. If suit
able wood is not available near the centr·e of the' vine, 
canes arising even as far out as the ends of the previous 
year's canes may be used. If necessary the old canes 
may be· rolled from the wire and the new canes ·directed 
back towards the centre of the vine. Sufficient new growth 
should arise from the centre .of the vine to ·enable any 
unsightly long shanks to be l"emoved at the next pruning. 
Where "canes" are too short to be rolled on or tied to 
the wire they may be left free and the new growth 
rolled on when sufficiently advanced. Canes are most 
pliable in warm conditions and if they are brittle, rolling 
on should be done under the warmest conditions possible. 

SHOULD ~TRIPLE-STRENGTH" SUPERPHOSPHATE BE MADE 
l~d(' !U\U~Mffi IN AUSTRALIA? 

It has been suggeste'Cl to the Association by various 
Dried Fruits growers that triple-strength ( 4 7 o/o) super
phosphate be obtained if possible. 

It is understood that this type of fertiliser is manu
factured in Europe and has been used with good results, 
both in prOductive yield.;; and lowered costs of production, 

With the need to utilis·e every possible means to over
come ever-rising costs of production, the Boal'd of 
Management submits the suggestion that triple-strength 
superphosphate be manufactured. in Australia. It is 
understood that, at present, the maximum strength now 
manufactured in this country is 22o/o. 

This submission brought the following Teply from 
Commonwealth Fertilisers:-

The production of Triple Superphosphate in plac·e of 
om· present 22% Superphosphate would not be a means 
of cons-erving phosphatic deposits. Phosphoric acid is 
produced from phosphate rock,· either by the electric 
furnace process, or by reaction with sulphuric acid; the 
phosphoric acid thus produce is mixed with additional 
phosphate rock to make Triple Superphosphate. 

Only by the use of the electric furnace, instead of sul
phuric acid, is any saving made but the cost of the process 
would be too high in Victoria. Electricity generated from 
water ,power in U.S.A. costs approximately one-tenth of 
a penny per unit compared with one penny in Victoria: 
the electric furnace consumes large amounts of power. 

We are in touch with overseas fertiliser development 
but do not consid.er the manufacture ·of Triple Super-
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phosphate would be ·an economic proposition in Victoria 
at present. 

The following is the summarised opinion of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, obtained in 1954:

(1) Even in U.S.A., Triple Snpel' is ·only a Supplement 
to ordinary Superphosphate. 

(2) It becomes economic only in~ the case Of very long 
freight hauls. 

(3) Phosphoric acid from electric furnace plants is not 
a cheap form of P20 5 as a fertiliser, unless there is a 
surplus available at less than cost from large plants 
supplying other needs. 

( 4) Production of phosphoric acid, by reaction of rock 
phosphate with sulphuric acid, is still the cheapest way 
to make phosphoric acid. A unit of P 20 5, however, is 
still more expensive than that available in .ordinary 
Superphosphate- landed on the farm within reasonable 
distanc-e of the plant. 

When talking about 22 o/o Superphosphate, an enquiry 
has sometimes been made-<~What is the other 78% ." 

Superphosphate is manufactured by a simple process 
of treafing finely ground rock phosphate with sulphuric 
acid, in order to convert the phosphate to a soluble form. 
No sand or filler is used. Supplies of rock phosphate used 
in Australia are purchased from the British Phosphate 
Commissioners, and received in normal times from Nauru 
and Ocean Island, the richest deposits in the world and 
0\-\'ll·ed by Great Britain, ._.Australia and New Zealand. 
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Nauru and Ocean Island phosphate rock averages about 
83.5% of insoluble tri~calcium phosphate (phosphate of 
lime) and, in order to convert this to soluble and readily 
available mono~calcium phosphate, it is ·necessary to 
treat the rock with about 70% -of its weight of sulphuric 
acid. Obviously one ton o:I phosphate rock will make 
about 1. 7 tons of Superphosphate and, at the same time, 
reduce the original 83.5% of h·i~calcium phosphate to 
the equivalent of 83.5% = 49% in the finished super-

1:7 
phosphate. 

Hence 44% to 46% superphosphate. 
A-s the 83.5% of tri~calcium phosphate contains 38.2% 

of -oxide of phosphorous (commonly known as phosphoric 
acid), this also will be reduced to 38.2% = 22.5% in 

-1.7 
superphosphate. Hence 22% Superphosphate. 

The Fertilisers Acts in Victoria and New South Wales 
provide that manufacturers of Superphosphate must 
describe the content of their product in tenns of phos
phoric acid; in South Australia ·the local Act provides 
that the manufactm·ed superphosphate will be described 
in terms of phosphate of lime. 

In Victoria and New South· Wales the standard grade 
of superphosphate is guaranteed at 22% total and 20.5 o/o 
water soluble phosphoric acid, but in South Australia the 

same grade is called 45% water soluble pho:~~phate of 
lime, being the amount of tri~calcium phosphate equiva
lent to 20.5% water soluble phosphoric acid. 

The difference of 1.5% between the total and water 
soluble phosphoric acid content in Superphosphate, repre
sents that quantity which is not completely reacted with 
sulphuric acid, and is combined with lime in a form more 
slowly available to the plant than if in the water soluble 
form. About .5% is soluble in citric acid or mineral acids 
in the soil, but the 1 o/o balance is only slowly reduced to 
availability by soil reactions. 

In the process of converting the original phosphate of 
lime to the soluble form the sulphuric acid withdraws 
some of the calcium (lime) to form sulphate of lime 
(gypsum) and this represents about half the contents of 
the finished superphosphate, the balance being· made Up 
of minor elements and moisture. Removal of the gypsuiu 
to make a more .concentrated superphosphate is a com
plicated process and the cost would more than offset 
any savings in bags and freight pei• unit .of phosphoric 1 

acid resulting from the higher grade. 
In any ·case, gypsum is a valuable soil amendment and 

can play quite a useful part in soil processes by assisting 
to make available minor elements such as magneRium, 
and in prompting bacterial reactions and fixing· volatile 
nitrogenous compounds resu1ting from the decay of 
organic matter. 

75 YEARS OF GRAPE RESEARCH 
"California to-day produces nearly .all- the grapes, nearly all the wines, and all of the Raisins grown and 

eaten in the United States." ' 
"Yet, 75 years ago, the Industry was suffering a depression largely because of too much acreage." 
These points '\vere made by Mr. A. J. Winkler, chairman of the Department of Viticulture at the University 

of California c-elebration of 75 years of grape research. . ' 
"In early days no other agricultural research of the University was so extensive as that in viticulture. Prob

ably t,hree-fourths of that work was conceTned with producing and processing grapes for wines, but a normal 
balance between grape and wine research soon followed." 

M1·. Winkler summarised the accomplishments of the 
past 75 years under several headings-

Insects and Dise~ses 
Control .of phylloxera (the plant louse) began to re

ceive particular attention around 1895, and the Anaheim 
(California) wine diseas-e was studied. An evaluation of 
rootstocks for resistance to phylloxera is contin:ning into 
the present day, looking for roots equal to rootstock 
AxR No. 1, which was discovered of value for many 
locations in. California. Resistance to vacdous virus dis
eases is also of importance. Rootstocks resistant to 
nematodes have been proven through testing, but a high 
degree of resistance will result only from a breeding 
programme, which is still in progress. 

Training arid Pruning 
It was shown early in the cen.tury that supports for 

young vines will advance development so that bearing is 
speeded by a year or more. It was 'later established that 
long pruning (leaving more of the living plant) tends to 
encourage plant growth but the heavier beaTing that 
also Tesults more than offsets the encouragement of plant 
growth. Jn recent years the training of vines on suppOrts 
has received further attention-this time so that clus
ters will hang where "they can be hal'vested by machine. 

Improving Quality 
Knowled_g-e discovered on -vrunine; effects suggested 

the possibility that fruit quality mie;ht be improved
especially in tab.le _g-rapes~by combining thinning with 
longer pruning. Thinning investigations in the late 
twenties showed that thinning improved the set in some 
varieties, produced bigger berries in others and kept 
clusters frOih becoming tcio tight in still others. V3.rious 
thinning techniques are required: thinning flower clusters 

AUSTRA!.IAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

to improve set; thinning berry .clustm·s to make clusters 
more uniform; and thinning berry -cluster parts to re
duce compactness. 

The proper technique, time and place <Jf girdling was 
demonstrated . for the improv:ement of set and size of 
seedlesR berries, and for earlier maturing and colouring 
of seeded berries. Gh-d1ing was largelv responsible for 
making the Thompson seedless a popular table grape. 

Plant growth regulators are still being Rtndied. It has 
b~en found that 4-chlorophenoxyacetic acid improves the 
set of se-edless varieties and increases beny size. Benzo
thiazol-2-oxyacetic acid improv~s set but has IittlP- effect 
on berry size: maturjng is delayed. Chairman Winkler 
finds that both growth regulators may replace girdling 
to improve set in the Black Corinth varietv ~ the first may 
supplement the girdling of Thompson seedless to produce 
even larger berries: and the second may delay harvesting 
without overcropping and therefore without quality 
deterioration. 

Maturity Standards 
After standards of proper maturity for the harvest of 

wine e;rapes were established, an attempt was made to 
establish f'limi1ar standards for table grapes, which were 
going to Eastern markets in increasingly large shipments 
after 1918. 

The collection and analysis of hundreds of samples of 
table grapeR len to a minimum standard of maturity-
17, degrees Balling. But it was later found that different 
varieties were not equa11y tasty at this standard. and that 
even "With a single variety the palatability might vary 
from ret:don to region and season to season. R.easons for 
thA variations were established by 1932, and the diffi
culties were overcome 'with a standard that combined 
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degree Balling with total, acidity. Winkler feels that this 
Balling-acid ratio is. the most uniform and worl,<able 
standard. 

Transport and Storage 
Problems of transportation to Eastern markets led to 

an intensive study of picking containers, and packing. 
·Research in 1923 showed that sulfur dioxide in low con

centrations shows up ,the deterioration of fresh grapes, 
helps retain colour and f1·eshness, and reduced spoilage 
by organisms. The greatly extended storage life makes 
California table grapes available the year around. 

It was found that speeding grapes to refrigeration im
mediately upon harvest is very important. This delays 
drying and browning of the stems, which with some 
varieties leads to detaching of the berries during ship
ment and handling. The time elapsed and the temperature 
the grapes undergo before pr·ecooling are both important. 

Breeding 
A grape-breeding programme, begun in the mid-1930's, 

led to the introduction of the following new varieties: 
the seedless Perlette, Delight, Beauty Seedless, and Can
ner, and the Seeded Ruby Cabernet, Emerald Rieslipg, 
and Queen. New approaches to breeding J.ed to several 
seedlings of the Concord type that produced very large 
berries. It was also found that the natiVe spec~es, Vitis 
rotundifolia, could be used to induce resistance to insects 
and diseases in true grapes, as hybrids with vinifera. 

Nutrition 
Early work showed that grape yields varied greatly in 

response to nitrogen fertilization-sometimes increased 
30 to 50 per cent., sometimes unaffected and occasion
ally actually depresse-d. Apparently the needs for nitro
gen vary greatly. Recently it was found that nitrate con
tent of the lea:f petiole at full bloom indicates nitrogen 

needs; the lower the content the g'reater the probable 
response to nitrogen fertilization. Response to potash 
applications has been limited, and only occasionally has 
phosphorus stimulated yield. 

Raisins 
Early studies were aimed at determining how the 

ripeness of Muscat grapes is related to the quality and 
quantity of the Raisin crop and how the moisture content 
of gr~pes is related to the stemming of Raisins. Studies 
on the relation of the drying ratio to deg'l'ee Balling led 
to the conclusion that grapes for Raisin production should 
not be harvested before they reach 23 degress Balling. If 
climate permits delaying the harvest for a still higher 
degree Balling, there will be further improvement in 
yield and quality. It has been ·established that the 
definite relation between maturity and titratable acidity 
offers a practical basis for Raisin standardization. 

-Extract from 11California F1·uit News," June 18, 
1955. 

COLD DIPS SAVE SULTANAS 
Success of the cold dip in 1·educing mould damage to 

fruit on the racks was an outstanding feature of this 
year's Sultana harvest in mid-Murray districts, states the 
Division of Horticulture, New South Wales Department 
of Agriculture. 

Some hot-dipped fruit broke down to such an extent 
as to make it practically worthless, but where the cold dip 
was used losses were negligible. 

Hot dips, which cause slight skin cracking, render the 
fruit more liable to damage from mould than does the 
cold dip, which only removes t~e bloom. 

-"The Agricultural Gazette," April, 1955. 
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flaxatio.n 
SALES TAX SUBMISSION TO 

FEDERAL TREASURER 
The following letter, signed by the Chairman of the Board, Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., was written to the 

Federal Treasurer, seeking the abolition of sales tax on all manufactured foods containing Dried Fruits. 

"In July, 1954, this Association submitted a strong 
-case to you for the elimination of tax on those bakers' 
and pastrycooks' lines which contain Dried Fruits. It 
was pointed out that the tax was retarding sales at a 
time when Dried Fruits growers needed most urgently to 
improve home market sales. 

"The Association was most disappointed that in the fo-1 
lowing Budget removal of the tax was not granted, the 
disappointment being particularly felt in that there are 
distinct anomalies in the appliCation of the tax as "it 
relates to Dried Fruits. 

"This Association, representing some 98 per cent. of 
the total Australian production of Dried Vine Fruits, re~ 
submi_ts its request that consideration be given in the 
forthcoming Budget for the elimination of Sales Tax on 
all manufactured foods containing Dried Fruits. 

"You are, without doubt, aware of the dangerous fin~ 
ancial position in which the Australian Dried Fruits In~ 
dU.stry is now placed. Overseas prices have fallen 
considerably, thos·e in the -United Kingdom market 
suffering particularly. Extreme competition is being met 
from foreign producers (who are all given government 
assistance of some sort), and the outlook for the satis~ 
factory disposal of present, and future, surplus produc· 
tion, particularly for S.eeded Raisins, is far from encour
aging. The Industl'y must, therefore, develop the home 
market to the fullest extent for the home price premium, 
(which has reached its economic limit), must he used 
to partly offset the discount prices received from overseas 
markets. 

"The Australian Dried Fruits grower has conducted a 
vigorous publicity campaign on the home market for the 
last three years. The cost of this campaign, borne entirely 
by the grower, is now in the vicinity of £100,000. Some 
response· has been gained through the retail trade, but the 
increased sales through this channel -has been offset by 
the reduced use of Dried Fruits by the manufacturer. The 
following figures indicate the reducing trend of home , 
mark~t sales for Dried Vine Fruits (Currants, Sultanas 
and Seeded Raisins (Lexias) )-

Season 1951 22,878 tons 
Season 1952 18,029 tons 
Season 1953 18,759 tons 
Season 1954 16',958 tons 

"Reduced demand 1·elates to all varieties, but 
1
a further 

problem arises in regard to the dispos·al of Lexias which 
are being produced far in excess of overseas and present 
home market requirements. This problem in itself calls 
for assistance in promoting larg-er sales on the home 
market where a goOd trade in 1Raisin Bread, as one in
stance, could be developed if Sales Tax was abolished. 

"Two major factors have caused the acute marketing 
problem for Lexias :~ 

(i) The reduced demanQ by Wineries for Lexias in the 
fresh state (Gordo, Waltham and Malaga grapes) 
due to loss of export trade and reduced consump
tion of wine in Australia. 

(ii) Increased production from vin.es now coming into 
bearing from soldier settlement areas. The extent 
of this production was decided by the Federal and 
State Governments, and was in .excess of the limit 
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which "the Industry warned could be satisfactorily 
marketed. 

"Production in 1954 was 14,000 tons. 
"Production for 1955 is expected to be 10,000 tons, but 

severe losses were sustained at harvest time due to rain 
damage. The actua~ production was at least 14,000 tons. 

"Future potential production, when all planted vines 
come into bearing, is 15,000-16,000 tons. 

"The markets for Lexias are limited to-
Australia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,500 tons 
Exports-

Canada and N.Z. 
United Kingdom . . . . . 

1,_500 tons 
4,000 tons 

5,500 tons 

9,000 tons 
Surplus is estim~ted at 6,000-7,000 tons. 

"It is, therefore, imperative that the home market be 
developed as strongly as possible, but this cannot be done 
to any extent unless manufacture1·s are interested in 
buying larger quantities. 

"Pre-war sales in Australia were 5,000 tons; they are 
now reduced to 3,500 tons. (SaleS for 1954 were 3,219 
tons.) 

"Reduced consumption in Australia, even with a grow
ing population, has also affected Cunants and Sultanas 
as the following figures show:-

Season Currants Sultanas 
tons tons 

1951 5,996 13,866 
1952 4,018 9,972 
1953 4,839 11,009 
1954 3,701 10,052 

"The Manufacturing Trade.-InVestigation of the 
avenues of disposal of Dried Vine Fruits on the home 
market show that reduced sales are due to a declining 
demand by bakers, pastrycooks and other food manu· 
facturers. An analysis .of purchases by those manufac
turers who deal direct with this Association shows the 
following sales trend:-

% redUction 
Season tons on 1951 

1951 4,854 base 
1952 3,745 23 
1953 4,015 17 
1954 3,056 37 

"This trend may be accepted as being general through
out the manufactm·ing trade and is supported by the 
following extract in relation to 1Raisin Bread from a 
report of a conference between the Association and 
manufactUrers held last November-

" 'The Bakery Industry largely ceased manufacturing 
Raisin Bread when the Sales Tax was applied in 1940. 
but the assurance ·was given that the trade would again 
develop this line if the tax was removed.' 

"In the meantime manufacturers are .content to pro
duce lines which do not bring them into the Sales Tax 
field. 
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"It has been. indicated to this Association that the im~ 
post virtually precludes the use of Dried Fruits in manu
factured foods, and the following figures support this-

Fruit cake-
3d, lb. tax. 

Buns-
2d. lb. tax. 

Plum puddings-
3d. per can tax (average); Tax is assessed at 
3d ,per can for 16 oz. size; 3d. per can for 12 oz.; 
and 2d. pei· can for 8 oz. 

The following anomalies are brought to your notice:
Bread (as such) is free of tax. 
Dried Fruits (as such) are free of tax. 
Raisin Bread is taxable on all ingredients, including 

the value of Dried Fruits. 
Yeast goods are taxable whether they contain Dried 

Fruits or not. 

"These anomalies show that the imposition of the tax 
reacts unfavourably against the use of Dried Fruits in 
manufactured foods. There is no doubt that manufac
turers to-day, by discontinuing the production of Dried 
Fruits lines, are encouraging a demand by consumers for 
other products, some of which do not provide equal (or 
better) nutritive properties. 

''Furthermore, the sale tax impost on the value of Dried 
Fruits is greater in proportion to their wholesale price 
than the sales tax impost on flour, sugar and margarine 
bears to their wholesale prices. 

"The ingredients of fl.our, sugar, eggs, butter (or mar
garine) are essential in every product, but Dried Fruits 
may be eliminated without affecting the variety of lines 
available to the consumer. Thus the tax reacts unfavour
ably on the use of Dried Fruit~ and denies the consumer 
products containing highly nutritious properties. 

"To-day, cons~mers' buying trends lean more and 
more to the manufactured product. Prepared foods of 
every description are in demand so that the average con
sumer has little to do in the way of home preparation. 
The purchase. of manufactured lines is supersOOiilg home 
baking, and this transition is adversely affecting the use 
of Dried Fruits in manufactured lines. It is not envisaged 
that the trend. will revert to home preparation of__, certain 
food lines so that every facility should be given to allow 
the inclusion of Dried Fruits in the developing buying 
trend. 

"This Association has already laid plans to carry out a 
national publicity campaign amongst 'manufacturers to 
increase their use of Dried Vine Fruits if the Sales Tax 
is removed. The campaign is not worth trying while Sales 
Tax remains. 

"The imposition of Sales Tax on plum puddings, f~uit 
cake and the like consumed on the home market is not 
unrelated to the opportunities for their export. Despite 
the granting of a generous rebate on all Dried Fruits 
used in manufacturing foods products for export their 
use has gradually diminished. In 1953 204 tons of Dried 
Fruits were used; in 1954 this dropped to 111 tons. It is 
not many years ago when the usage was 6'000 tons. 

"The reduction in exports is due to the keen price com
petition from foreign manufacturers, and can only be 
met by supplying Australian manufacturers selling a~ 
comparable prices. In the same way that home ma~ket 
prices for Dried Fruits have to offset low export pnces 
the -Australian manufacturer must depend on his home 
market; price premium to offset the prices he can obtain 
overseas. Thus, the need to increase the propOl'tion of 
sales in Australia is urg·ent and necessary if competition 
in overseas markets is to be· met. 

uMixed Fruits.~To a l-esser degree Sales Tax .On this 
- line also affects sales. While the value of Dried Vine 

Fruits is excluded from the value on which tax is cal
culated the inclusion of tax on the other ingredients in
creases the price to the. user and, therefore, retards 
sales. Mixed FI·uits provide an easy way of including in 
a recipe the desirable mixture of various fruits without 
buying the separate ingredients and could develop· into 
an extensive trade if the pric·e· could be lowered. The 
removal of tax would increase the. demand for Mixed 
Fruits in which Dried ffruits wou~d participate. · 

"CoJ;J.clusion.~The foregoing outline indicates the seri
ous position of the Dried Fruits Industry, and emphasises 
the need for every assistance being given to it. The re
moval of Sales Tax as now requested .will open up a 
marketing field which will give considerable help to the 
Industry, and this submission is, therefore, left in your 
hands for your earnest consideration and approval." 

Although the Federal Treasurer acknowledge5) the sub
mission anrd the Industry optimistically looked forward to 
assistance' when the Budget was introdt...ced, it was nlost 
disappointing that no concession was given. One of the 
avenues open to the Government to help the Industry has 
unaccountably been .kept closed. It is difflcult to _appre
ciate the Treasurer•s reasoning for denying assistance to 
the Industry in its parlous condition.-E•ditor "News/' 
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fi.JUJ.ductio.n and Ma~tfteting, 
NUTRITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 

The following letter was sent to the Minister for Health (Sir Earle Pag'e) on July 20, as a means of ex
tending the avenues of consumption in Australia for Sultanas and Seeded Raisins. 

"This Association, representing the Dried Fruits growers of Australia, submits for the consideration of your 
Government, the proposal that the existing Act providing free milk to school children be amended so that Raisins 
(Sultanas and Seeded Raisins) may he· substituted whenever seasonal conditions prohibit the supply of milk arid 
during the hottest months of the summer when milk will not keep. 

11Experience has shown that in many country districts, 
at least, during the hot summer months milk curdles and 
children cannot drink it. There are also periods of the 
y-ear when milk is in short supply and is not available. 
Furthermore, a proportion of school children do not like 
milk and refuse to drink it, preferring some form of 
nutritious food which they :find more palatable. It is Sub
mitted that when these contingencies arise child1~en are 
not obtaining the requisite nourishment which your 
Government planned they should get, and it is considered 
that a regular intak.e of essential calcium and natural 
sugars with an adequate calorific content ·can be made 
available throUghout the year by including Raisins in 
the free milk scheme. 

"The "need for maintaining regular nutrition amongst 
school children has heen stressed on a number of occa
sions by Parents' School Committees. In March last 
the Victorian School Committee's Association Conference 
considered the need for the substitution of Raisins as a 
nutrient and as an exceUent alternative to mill;:. The 
Association's Federal COnference intend to further ex
amine the matter when it confers in August. 

South African Scheme 
"It has be·en noted ·that the South African Government' 

subsidises the distribution of Raisins, as well as milk 
and cheese, to school children. It is felt, therefore, that 
a similar scheme could well be made available to Aus
tralian school children. 

"Recent technical information shows the following 
nutritive values for Raisins-

Iron. There -are 0.5 mgms. per oz._ in both Sultanas and 
Seeded Raisins. Milk does not possess this element. Al
most all the iron in Raisins is available to the body. 

Carbohydrate is almost eutirely in the form of glucose 
(grape sugar or dextrose). In comparison wjth cane 
sugar the natural sugar of Raisins has little (if any) 
harmful effect on teeth. 

Calcium. This content varies from 17.3 mgms. per oz. 
for Seeded Raisins to 14.7 mgms. per oz. for Sultanas. 
It is noted that milk possesses an exceeding-ly high cal
cium content, but it is. submitted that the calorific and 
nutrient contents of •Raisins support the proposal that 
they are a highly nutritious substitute for milk. 

Calorific Value. The edible portion ·of Seeded Raisins 
contains 1120-1280 calories per lb. and 1280 calories per 
lb. of Sultanas. Milk contains 36.0 calori.es per pint. 

Nutrient Units. The U.S.A. National Research Council 
in 1953 published, among-st other cOmparisons, the fol
lowing nutrient units per lb. f.or Raisins and Milk-. 

Raisins . 1.8 units 
Milk . . 1. 7 units 

11This.Association ·can assure the Government that sup
plie~ of Raisins. will always be available to meet any 
requirements under the proposal. It envisages that 41 oz. 
to 5 oz. would be required to equal the calorific value Of 
1 pint of milk. On a i- pint basis, less than 3 oz. would be 
:required. 

11At present a small bag containing 3 oz. of Raisins is 
being sold and it is envisaged thflt a similar size in a less 
costly, but completely hyg-ienic; bag could be easily sup
plied at all times during the year. 

Excellent Substitute 
~<The foregoing outline emphasises that from a nutri~ 

tiona! standpoint, Raisins can be accepted as an excellent 
substitute for milk, they are availabl.e. throUghout the 
year without deterioration as to quality or condition, and 
as a food are rapidly assimilated into the system. Fur
thel'more, the problem of collection -of milk containers 
from schools would not arise. 

~'The adoption of the proposal now submitted will assist 
the Dried Fruits Industry in overc-oming to some extent 
its problem of disposing of surplus production at prices 
which will meet production costs. The Industry has a 
limited home market consumption which means export
ing- some 80 o/o of annual production to highly competitive 
markets overseas. If the home market's consumption can 
be increased the result will be beneficial' to the Industry 
and to the health of Australia's child population. 

11The basis of this pvoposal was recently discussed -by 
the Chairman of this Association with the Rt, Hon. the 
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture as a means of 
improving the financial condition of the Industry by 
supplying essential nutrition to school children. It ·is 
believed that the Minister has personally acquainted you 
with the result of the discussions. 

"The submission is, therefore, left in your hands for 
earnest consideration, and your reply is anxiously 
awaited.'' 

The Minister has refused the request. Once again 
growers are recommended to re-read the Editorial. 

GOVERNMENT'S POLICY ON MARKETING 
The following extracts from an address, given by the 

Minister for Commerce, at Brisbane in June, indicate 
the Government's policy on the marketing of primary 
prodUcts. 

11The Commonwealth Gov.ernment will never claim to 
be expert in the practical side of actual merchandising. 
It will be a bad day for any industry in this country 
when it has to be told by any Government how it should 
nrerchandise its product. It would be the very negation 
of our fr·ee enterprise policies to. claim that the Govern-
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ment knows better than the experienced man of business 
how to go about the ordinary business of selling his pro
duct. 

11There are fields in this whole area of agricultural 
pro-duction and marketing in which Gov-ernments and 
their agencies can do a service and open up. trading 
opportunities which iio private individual or great com
pany can arrange. 

"We will, if the producers desire it, arrange an 
averaging of the r.eturns from home consumption and 
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exports; negotiate with overseas Gove1·nments the best 
terms of entry for our products; try to prev-ent unfair 
competition by foreign competitors in our overs·eas 
markets. 

"In to-day's world it is quite inevitable that Govern
meitts should concern themselves with the problems and. 
progress of primary industries. There is no country
from that great protagonist of free enterprise, the 
United States, to Soviet Rnssia~where this does not 
occur widely. 

"The basic point in my Gov,ernment's policy in relation 
to primary industry is the assumption that the producers 
ought to know more about many aspects of their own 
enterprise than- the Government could hope to know; 
and that at every point the Government's activities should 
be the outcome of close consultation with the industries 
themselves; and that, to the maximum extent, the govern
mental arrangements which a1·e set up should be operated 
by chosen repr.esentatives of the primary industries. 

1'That, if the primary industries want this relation
ship to continue, they must have their dealings with the 
Government .on the basis of a business approach to the 
issue or problem, and not on the basis of political pres
sure groups. 

"Secondly, where Government gives industries an 
opportunity to choose men to manage their affairs, this 
arrangement will not survive unl.ess industries choose 
able and experienced men. 

Primary Production Important 
"Th,e prim~n:y industries are a very important section 

of our economy, and must be sustained on a stable basis. 
On the other hand, the primary industries produce the 
overwhelming percentage of our overseas exchange which 
must be maintained at an adequate progressive level if 
we are to he able to purchase our essential import re
quirements. 

"Some have wanted stabilisation schemes-not all 
industries, of course, lend themselves to stabilisation. 

"But the wheat industry has a pool,ed return assured 
local price for five years, the stabilising effect of an 
international agreement on prices and quantities, a mini
mum return on a stated quantity of exports guaranteed 
by the ·Commonwealth Government, a contribution by 
growers to. a stabilisation fund. In total a_ very great 
element of stability for the whole industry, 

"Your great sugar industry has enjoyed for many years 
a stability which is the outcome of an .organisation of the 
produc.ers; ·a working relationship with the Government, 
an assurance on the home market of fair price, interna
tional agreements, a pooling of returns and a volume of 
production related to the marketing opportunities of the 
product. 

. "The dairying industry also has a high degre,e _of 
stability and I feel I can say without fear of contra
diction, a general measure of prosperity previously hot 
experienced-and all this at a time when overseas mar
k,ets are low and unpredictable. 

"In each of these cases the arrangements between the 
industry and the Government have been approved by the 
industry. 

"This does not ignore the fact that there will be a 
minority point of view opposed to the suggestion but no 
producers' organisation has ever suggested that the 
Government should never act to help a primary industry 
unless it can be shown that the industry is absolutely 
unanimous in favour of the proposal. Primary producers 
are not famous for unanimity. 

"Our poultry industry-that is the egg producing side 
of it-is not having a very easy time. 

"Arrangements existed to enable this industry to 
secure satisfactory prices on the home market. The 
export market ·is in trouble. 
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"I was able to negotiate amendments to this contl·act 
which brought profitable returns from the United King
dom sales until the end of the bulk contract. 

"Following this contract I arranged with the British 
Government that our egg producers should be giv;en the 
offer of either another year's bulk purchase on a profit
sharing arrangement with the British Government or, 
alternatively, the full realisation of whatever their egg·s 
made on the British market. 

Serious Mistake 

"The egg producers' own representatives chose the 
latter course. It proved to be a s,erious mistake. They 
lost heavily. The Government which had g'iyen the in
dustry some support by subsidising its feed wheat then 
made an outright grant of £250,000 to the industry to 
help over a period of r,e-adjustment. 

"We want export industries. We will try to organise 
their opportunities but it is unthinkable that the Treasury 
could make good the export lOsses of all these industries. 

"The tobacco industry was notoriously one of the most 
unsatisfactory rural industries in Australia for many 
years and was in that condition when we came .to office. 
We helped the tobacco industry over some of its acute 
experiences as we have helped the poultry and other in
dustries. We provided £100,000 to help, mostly the South 
Queensland t~bacco industry, a few years ago. But we 
always looked to achieve stability and pTosp-erity for the 
industry by businesslike examination of all of its prob
lems. 

"We had promised that the efficient tobacco leaf grower 
would be given an assured and profitable market. So 
finally we used -the weapon of differential excise duty as 
a means of compelling the manufacturer to take up at 
satisfactory prices all the usable leaf produced. The 
end result of this long and most difficult work has been 
to produce a present prosperity and a prospect of stabi
lity for the tobacco leaf industry that was never dreamed 
of by the tobacco growers themselves. ' 

"In your .own country you are in control of events. In 
the overseas country you don't decide what you want; 
you try to negotiate it and don't always succeed. We 
have been dissatisfied with the preferential value ·of our 
Ottawa preferences. We have tri.ed to 'negotiate a re
adjustment to enable our products to be sold to better 
advantage in the United Kingdom. In this we have not 
been successful. 

-"The explanation is that the terms of an over-riding 
international trade treaty to which both Australia and 
the United Kingdom are parties, the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade, has prevented us from· satisfactory 
re-negotiation ·of our Ottawa preferences. Our with
drawal from the General Agreement would not advance 
our position at all in this problem. On the other hand we 
have demanded a review of many of the terms of the 
General Agreement for the purpose of giving a greater 
opportunity and protection to our overseas exportS," 

U.K. AVERAGE PRICES FOR 1954 
The ExpoTt Control Board has given details of the 

average ·prices received ex U.K. Warehouse for Aus
tralian fruit. 

Variety Tonnage Sterling per ton 
Sultanas 34,135 £100 12 9 
Currants 6,103 83 14 0 
Raisins-

Unseeded . . . 2,852 64 8 8 
Seeded .. . . 5,453 72 7 1 

The remaining small quantities still to be accounted 
for cannot affect .the above averaees. 
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GROUP SETTLEMENT AT TRENTHAM CLIFFS, 
N.S.W. 

By A. V. Lyon, formerly Officer-in~charge of the C.S.f.R.O. Irrigation Research Station at Merbein, now 
on part~time duties for the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 

In the post-war period, organised land settlement h'-'S been restricted mainly to the settlement of ex-service
men undei· the 'War Service Land Settlement Scheme and there has been little provision by Governments for the 
settlement of civilians. However, a limited number of private settlement projects has been undertaken and it be
lieved that a description of one of these projects which ha:; promise of being highly successful would be of general 
interest and value. 

The \scheme described is the Trentham Cliffs Settle
ment which is being developed for horticultural pro
duction under irrigation in the Mil-dura region. The de
tailed planning and development of this project have been 
adapted to the particular circumstances of the area and 
may not be directly applicabl.e to other projects. How
eve!', the principles followed have been established by 
previous settlement experience, and many of the pitfalls 
encountered in the past have been avo'ided. A study of 
recent settlement of this type would appear to be of 
considerable value in any future planning of private 
land settlement. An interesting aspect of this settlement 
has be-en the group efforts, particularly in co-operative 
arrangements for the marketing of vegetables, the pur
chase of supplies and. the procurement of services and 
amenities. 

~ocation and Origin 
The Trentham Cliffs Group S-ettlement is situated in 

New South Wales on mallee land eight miles east of 
Mildura. The Murray River at this point is entrenched on 
the northern boundary of its flood plain and the proximity 
of the river to the settlement eliminates lengthy mains 
for the supply of irrigation water, which is pumped from 
the river, -The irrigated area was originally part of a 
Western Lands lease, and a main highway, Sydney to 
Adelaide, runs through the settlement. 

The pron1otion of the settlement was undertaken by 
an established horticulturist of the Mildura district who 
was person~lly influenced by the desire to obtain land for 
his sons, and also by the broader concept of satisfying 
the land hunger of ex-servicemen of World War II. 

A group of young men became interested in the pro
ject. An area of approximately 700 acres was chosen, 
with a river frontage of 1! miJ.es, and extending ,north
wards for approximately one mile. The size -of the settle
ment was governed by the area made available for sale. 
A holding of approximately 40 acres for ·each settler was 
considered desirable, and the area was accordingly 
divide·d into 17 blocks, one of which was reserved by the 
original lessee. The majority of the blocks have a: sepa
rate home site area near the river. 

Preliminary examination revealed that soil type, water 
supply and the general irrigation environment of the 
ar-ea were suitable for horticultural crops. 

Land Tenure 
The land' was held as a Western Lands lease, the trans

fer of which is subject to consent of the State. Ordinary 
Government procedure was met by application for sale 
and transfer of each of the 16 holdings- to the individual 
settlel' allocated the block bv ballot. Government .enquiry 
into the potential and soundness of the venture was car
ried out by a Land Board which sat at Wentworth in 
March, 1947. The enquiry covered, for each individual 
application, the suitability -of the applicant, the soil, the 
water supply, and other aspects which might. influence 
the success of the project. All applications were approved, 
and new Western Land leases issued to the purchasers. 
These leases were, in due course, converted to Conditional 
Purchase leases. Lease transfer from the original holder 
was secured at £9 per acre and the Crown subsequently 
assessed the conditional purchase price at a further £9 
per acre, payable over a term of 20- years, after which 
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Laud Grants will be issued for freehold tellure. All sales 
of land, Western Lands lease, Conditional Purchase, or 
Land Grant, are subject to the consent of the N.S.W. 
Minister for Lands. With interest at 2i%, the annual 
payment (rent and instalment) is approximately £27 per 
annum, with slight individual variations. 

A series of parallel sand ridges, running north from 
the river, was the basis of sub-division .. The general 
design of each holding was a high north-south boundary 
on asand ridge, and a low boundary in the depression. 
This gave a more or less equitable subdivision as far as 
soil texture within each holding, provision for an access 
road to the main highway, an-d ultimately a drainage 
main through the depression to the river, are concerned. 
The sand-hills also governed the placement of the water 
supply mains to the highest point of .each holding. 

Water Supply 
The various pumps and water -mains were designed. to 

deliver water tu a central point on each sand hill. F·or 
gravitational distribution the supply was taken to the 
highest point which was suitable for gravitation irriga
tion but not necessarily also for spray irrigation dis
tribution. These designs gave a final picture of two 
groups of four men to one pump; one group of three men; 
two groups of two men and two holdings with separate 
pumps. This arrangenient is quite different from the 
larger community settlements organised by Gov·ern
ments which, wherever possible, provide one large pump
ing station to supply the whole settlement. Water 
distribution is by both furrow and spray irrigation sys
tems, furrow irrigation being predominant for vines, and 
spray irrigation for ·citrus and vegetables. 

The Murray River at this point is within the influence 
of the Mildura Weir and Lock No. 11 of the Murray 
System; The weir stabilises the water at a high level, in 
contrast to natural river levels, which in many seasons 
vary up to 30 ft. Low levels increase the lift and cost 
of water, and also necessitate adjustments of the intake 
pipe fo1' the pumps. A site .on· a ''loch: ·pool" is therefQre 
a great advantage for an irrigation settlement. 

Development 
The plans for the group of settlers were complete in 

1946, and the Land Board met at Wentworth in March, 
1947 to hear each individual in support of his application 
for trallsfer of the lease, and for the necessary water 
diversion licences. All applications were approved, with 
the provision that plantings could include 25 acres of 
vines for Dried Fruit. 

None of_ the the settlers had the finance necessary for 
full development, but all had obtained sufficient capital 
to secure an equity in the land, to provide irrigation, and 
to commence horticultural development. This initial 
development immediately raised the capital value of the 
holdings to such a degree that advances for further im
provements were i;ranted by financial institutions. 

Vines and citrus plantings began·in 1947. Vines do not 
produce in payable quantities until at least the third 
season and citrus require an additional two years to 
come into bearing. Annual' crops were a source of income 
while _permanent plantings were. develo-ping, and the 
settlers depended on vegetables fOr income in the early 
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years. The vegetables grown included carro'is, parsnips, 
turnips, swedes, onions, potatoes, pumpkins, melons, 
cucumbers, rhubarb, peas and lettuce. The ind-ependent 
water supply contributed considerably to the success of 
the vegetable production. 

Vegetable growing on the Murray oR.ivei· was profitable 
over the period, and produce was marketed locally and in 
the capital cities. Not only did vegetables provide a living 
over the difficult period while vines and citrus were de
veloping; in some ca.ses they also provided finance for 
d-evelopment of the holding. 

Settlers, however, had a lean financial period with 
constant work and a struggle to meet their commitments 
in the early years. Most settlers hold the opinion that if 
finance had been more readily available, the settlement 
would have developed mote quickly. The planning was 
sound, but lack of funds to implement plans delayed 
the regular income. The settlers, however, had the ability 
and determination to succeed, and have .safely passed 
through the severe testing period. They are now well 
established and have the satisfaction of having built up 
considerable equity in their holdings, representing a 
spectacular increase on their initial capital. The vine 
plantings on each property are now considerable; settlers 
having up to 25 acres in full bearing, with yields above 
the district average. High yields are usual on new land 
of good soil types·, with plants developed soundly, and the 
settlement will have this advantage for a number of 
years. It will be Some years before the citrus is in full 
bearing; in many cases citrus development has followed 
vineyard establishment. 

Finance 
The initial finance required for land rights, occupancy, 

and provision of irrigation water to the holding was 
practically the same for each holding. This early outlay 
comprised: 

Lease purchase and transfer .. 
Electric power . ,, . . · 
Water supply construction . 
Community expense, boundary ·fence 

£300 
250 
500 

50 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Total .. . . £1,100 0 0 

The cost of clearing the land is represented c-hiefly as a 
pioneering effort of the settlers themselves. 

During development, finance was required for internal 
improvements, comprising ·chi-efly the external and in
ternal irrigation works, nursery stock, vine trellis 
material, drying racks, .houses and farm buildings, and 
farm plant. 

Loans were obtained from banks and from packing 
' houses. Available finance was augmented, considerably in 

most cases, by income from the fai•m, obtained by the 
sale of vegetables. For this and other reasons the 'loans· 
required showed considerable variation. 

---"~~~~-~--------.... 

Housing costs cover a fairly wide range, as homes built 
in the ·early period are less elaborate th&n those of late:n 
construction. Also there is a case o:f a fine home built 
at a cost of £600 fm: material plus the settler's spare
time efforts. Cases of adequate personal funds, or funds 
obtained from parents, are limited to three of the 16 
settlers. The requirements of the farms, particularly the 
installation of spray irrigation for citrus, also exhibit 
considerable variation. Citrus development is costly com
pared with vines. Special items for citrus include the in
stallation of spray irrigation, costing up to £160 per 
acre, compared with up to £50 for funow irrigation for 
vines. Vine nursery stock was ln most cases grown by the 
settlers, in contrast with citrus plants purchased from 
nurseries at a cost of approximately £60 per acre. For 
these reasons, including the personal factor, indebtedness 
at the present stage exhibits extreme variation. 

Agricultural drainage, a necessity under furrow irri
gation for the soil types represented, is in progress. 
However, the settlement is designed to facilitate sub
surface drainages and these works are proceeding as the 
necessity arises, but they still represent a major capital 
expenditure for the future. 

Total indebtedness is made up of loans for capital 
improvements and advances for crop production, and 
ranges from £2500 to £13,000 with an average of·£8200. 
Capital values, assessed by the settlers themselves, range 
from £12,000 to £22,000 with an average of £18,500. 
This average value is conservative compar·ed with district 
values and two recent sales of Trentham Cliffs properties. 
The total settlement indebtedness repre~ents 44% of the 
total assessed value. It is, therefore, apparent that 
settlers with very little initial capital have acquired con
siderable equity (55%) in their properties over the brief 
period of seven years. 

The estimated value of the equity of the individual 
settlers ranges from r£4500 to £16,500 and the average 
is approximately £10,300. Details are not available of the 
actual capital po.ssessed by settlers at the beginning of 
the Scheme, but it is known that the amount was small 
compared with the equity now held by the settlers. The 
relatively rapid improvement in the settlers' financial 
status is very significant. No doubt it is in part due to 
the inflation of land values ov.er the period but the con
tribution made by the settlers' own labour in carrying out 
development or by the production attained on the holdings 
should not be underestimated. In the early years, short
ages of materials and labour created difficulties. How
ever, settlers were fairly fortunate in the prices they 
receiv-ed for their produce. In the early years of the 
settlement, when vegetables were the main source of 
income, prices for these .were ~enerally satisfactory. 
When the first vine plantings reached the productive 
stage, there was a marked improvement in the prices of 
Dried Vine Fruits, and since then both prices and- yields 
have been above average. 

NEW PREMISES FOR KINGSTON CO-OP. 

The new premises recently erected by 
They were used for 
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the Kingston C'o-op. Fruit Packing Union. 
the first time in June. 

-By coUrtesy of ''Murray Pioneer." 
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Available Services 
Considerations in the selection of a site for an irriga

tion settlement include soil types, water supply, irrigation 
environment, proximity to markets, relation to regional 
production, transport and amenities. The Land Board 
with the responsibility of considering the application for 
land transfer for irrigation purposes examines these 
matters, but the Board itself is dependent on Government 
technical {)fficers for advice on special factors. 

A soil survey of Trentham Cliffs was made by the 
C.S.I.R.O. Research Station at Merbein, and revealed 
highly satisfactory soil types. The environment for water 
supply and distribution was examined by the N.S.W. 
Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission and pre
sented no special difficulties. For fal'm designs, local 
officers of the W.C. and I.C. and of the N.S.W. Depart
ment of .Agriculture gave special help required in plan
ning and constructing water supply, the selection of 
material for planting, and in the routine procedure for 
vineyard and orchard establishment. 

In location, irrigation environment, and the type of 
production, the settlement is part ·Of the Sunraysia 
region, and- shares the advantages of the organised mar
keting systems of that region. Dried Vine Fruits and 
citrus are packed in established district packing houses, 
and sold in pool packs. From the more· local aspect, an 
initial move of the individual applicants was to f.orm 
themselv;es into the Trentham Cliffs Rural Co-operative 
Society. 

Early community activities included the application for 
soil survey, the employment of a licensed surveyor for 
sabdivision and contouring, and the erection of a vermin
proof community 1·ing fence. Other community .efforts 
included the allocation of the holdings by ballot, decisions 
on the size and location {)f the various pumps arid motors 
required, and the provision of electric power. 

The Mildura City Council planned and erected the 
necessary lines and fittings to convey bulk supply of 
electl'icity to the Victorian bank of the river. As the 
Council's authority did not permit distribution in N.S.W., 
the Co-operative Society undertook y.etailing of the 
current. The erection of a transformer' and lines and 
constructional work to .the Various pumps was financed 
by collecting £250 from each settler to provide the £4000 
needed for this work. The supply of current for domestic 
use and for relift pumps was the responsibility of the 
individual settler. 

Amenities secm·ed on a , community basis include a 
local automatic telephone exchange, provision for mail 
and newspaper services, and an omnibus to and from 
Mildura for settlers, workmen, and school children. In 

YOU'~c ONLY '-lEW TO 
4USTI:o<\ciA, ANTONIO ISUT 
l'r'S A lAND o; OPO'OI'Z • 
1!JNITY ? I'OR INSTANCE -

·001./U:> YOU BE THE 
01= 
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the early years, a community store and shop was erected 
for settlers' supplies, including fuel and oil. This is now 
discontinued and settlers obtain their supplies through 
or-dinary trade channels. A community centre including a 
hail, gardens, pal·k, play-ground and sports ground is 
being planned on a joint contributory and ownership 
basis. 

Vegetables we1·e the only_ crop marketed in the ·early 
years ·and the Co-op. Society appointed one of its mem
bers to organise their sale. His duties included keeping in 
touch with markets, organising receipt of boxes and bags 
for the produce, and organising the anival and loading 
of transports· to take the bulk produce from a number 
Qf holdings to market. Settlers affirm that vegetable pro
duction and sales on this system achieved a great measure 
of success and view this early income, for the develop
ment of their holdings and their living expenses, as 
having been essential under their restricted finance. With 
the vines now in bearing, vegetable production is sub
stantially reduced and the mark,eting organisation has 
lapsed. 

State of the Settlement in 1954 
The total plantings of the 17 blocks at Trentham Cliffs 

in 1954 were: 

Citrus . . . . . . . . . . 
Sultanas 
Gordo Blanco . . . . . . 
Waltham Cross .. 
Wine Grapes .. 
Other Fruits . . . . 
Reserve (unplanted) 

Total 
Average per Farm: 

Acres 
236 
161 

6'3 
37 
27 
18 
66 

608 

Planted 30 
Reserve 3.8 

T,otal . . , , . . 33.8 
The settlement is well established, with vines in full 

bearing and citrus production increasing rapidly. Sixteen 
of the 17 settlers live on their farms, all except two al'e 
married and living in homes of good standard, and the 
period of acute stress, in labour and finance, has passed. 

Future prospects are int~mately linked with those of 
the large Dried Fruit and citrus industries of which 
the Trentham Cliffs settlement is a relatively small part. 
The settlers have, in comparison with the older settl-e
ments of the region,' the advantages of holdings of above 
average size, soil types with a high production potential, 
and the .prospects of a period of high yields invariably 
associated with horticultural establishment ,on virgin 
land. 

-"Quarterly Review of Agriculture Economics.'' 

- and for good raisin 
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DRIED VINE FRUITS PLANTINGS 
PROBLEMS OF OVER-PRODUCTION 

Present and increasing production of •Raisins has been giving concern to The Australian Dried Fruits Associa
tion and the- various statutory Dried Fruits Boards who are responsible for marketing- Dried Fruits. 

Discussions took place in Melbom·ne in June between the Irrigation Production Advisory Committee (the .ad
visory body to the AustraUan Agricultural Council) and representatives of the Industry. 

The Conference was arr~nge!} at the request of the Industry so that the Irrigation Production Advisory 
Committee, in making its recommendations to the Australian Agricultural Council on present and future plantings, 
could take into consideration the -economi-c position at present facing the Industry. 

Experience has shown that there is a definite limit to 
the available markets for Dried Frui-Bs. 

The leaders of the Industry recognised that at the 
end of the 1939-45 hostilities many discharged service
men would desir·e to produce Dried Fruits ind they were 
prepared- to face the handling of a reasonable increase in 
production. 

The submission was made to the Irrigation Production 
Advisory_ Committee (l.P.A.C.) that further plantin~·s · 
under acreages approved by the Australian Agricultural 
Council could prove an economic embarrassment to new
comers and established growers alike. Regulation of 
plantings is now essential. 

Potential production from pre-war plantings was placed 
at 100,000 tons of Dded Vine Fruits. Actual production 
for 1954 was 104,000. In 1953, without much addition 
from newly established areas, it was 97,000 tons. Esti
mates for 1955 were in the vicinity Of 110,000 tons, 
although this tonnage was severely reduGed by hail 
damage and heavy rain at harvest time. 

On account of a sedes of adverse seasons average 
production has been lower than the potential, but the 
dangers of economic disposal, whenever the pOtential 
would be achieved, was emphasised to I.P.A.C. 

Assuming that 10,000 acres of the approved 12,000-
odd acres come under production the additional tonnage 
to be marketed could be, say, 16,000 tons of Vine Fruits. 
This would mean 116,000 tons in what might be called 

_good average years. 
Due to sOme change in· the housewives' cooking pro

grammes and the fact that there is now far less demand 
for fruit cakes here and overseas, the total fruit used in 
Australia cannot be estimated at more than 18,000-
20,000 tons. This means that in a good year the market
ing authorities will have to sell overseas nearly 100,000 
tons. 

No problem arose in the recent years of low produc
tion and when the British Ministry of Food guaranteed 
to take illl the surplus fru'it. Now the positi-on is quite 
diff-erent as increased production is indicated and severe 
competition from foreign countl·ies has to be faced. -

Marketing Problems for Raisins 
The difficulties of successfully marketing Raisins 

(Lexias) is stressed by the IndustTy. The problem of 
selling surplus Australian· produ'ction is shown to be 
increased by the fact that South Africa is suff·ering from 
a similar difficulty., The outlook for both countries in 
disposing of their surpluses on overseas markets is one 
for deep c-oncern. · 

The Australian problem has been created by two 
important factors-

(i) Diversion to Dried Fruits of 20,000 tons of fresh 
grapes (equal to 5000 tons dried) from wineries 
due to loss of wine export trad-e and reduced wine 
consumption in Australia. 

(.ii) The expansion of production from 'Dried Fruits 
soldier settlement. 
The regulation of soldiel' settlement plantings is 
now sought to offset the diversion of the large 
tonnage from the wine trade. j 
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Production of Raisins 
For the 5 years prior to 1939 production averaged 

7009 tons annually. 
In 1954 produCtion was 14,000 tons. 
In 1955 potential production was 15,000 tons (reduce<,]. 

to 9000 tons because of adveTse harvesting conditions). 
Potential production under normal harvesting condi

tions from present plantings is assessed at 16,000 tons. 

Availability to Markets 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and Great Britain 

are the only markets interested in the purchase of 
Raisins at payable prices. Continental markets would 
buy orfly at prices ruinous to the grower. Eastern mar
kets ar-e not interested. 

Australia's maximum consumption is placed at 
Canada and New Zealand require . . . . 
Great Britain needs (based on pre-war stand-

ards) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Great Britain would need to increase C·onsump

tion by 50% to absorb the balance of .. 

Survey of United Kingdom Market 

tons 
4,000 
1,500 

7,000 

3,500 

16,000 

The United Kingdom market is shared between Aus
tralia, South Africa, Spain and Cyprus. Spain produces 
some 4POO tons annually and enjoyed considerable trade 
with Britain in the past. Cyprus may be reg·arded as a 
competitor although quality is below the Australian fruit. 
South Africa, which has 3000 tons unsold from the 1954 
crop and 3000 tons from 1955, will secure some of the 
trade. 

The London Agency .o.f the Commonwealth D1·ied Fruits 
Control Board has made an exhaustive survey of Raisin 
consumption in Great Britain, and assesses Australian 
sales at 3500 tons in the immediate future rising to 
possibly 70.00 tons if a year-round trade can be developed. 

Prices for Australian Raisins 
Nearly all Raisins are sold in seeded form. This in

volves a 10 o/o loss in weight through dehydrating ·and 
seeding. The United Kip_gdom market prices Raisins at 
lower than Sultanas so that, to secure maximum con
sumption, Raisin prices cannot be higher than those for 
Sultanas. 

Raisins suffer fro:r:n the following additional production 
costs-

10% dehydrating and seeding loss; 
cost of seeding and dehydrating; 
packing in 28 lb. boxes (as against 60 lb. boxes -for 

Sultanas) ; 
to market successfully. 

These costs create an additional marketing hindicap of 
£29 per ton. 

In 1954 5800 tons of Seeded 1Raisins were shipped from 
Australia to Great Britain. Of this 2529 tons Were sold 
at £1,05 per ton; 330 tons at £80 ton; and 2941 tons.at 
£37/10/-. The latter sales were fortunately covered by 
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the U.K. Min-istry of' Food Support Price which has now 
expired. 

Returns to Producers 
Present returns are £78 ton on Australian sales; £77 

ton on sales to Canada and New Zealand and £43 ton 
from the United Kingdom. 

Based on these prices production of 15,000 tons would 
return £38/10/8 per ton, but, on the mar-keting poten
tialities as surveyed, 6000 tons would remain unsold. 

It is estimated that growers' costs of production would 
exceed the assessed return of £38/10/8 per ton. 

Solution Outlined to I.P.A.C. 
The Industry submitted that as only part .of the 

approv.ed areas have been taken up it would seem desir
able for the Commonwealth authorities, as a first step, to 
reconsider its approvals with a view to stabilising the 
position as it now is. The economics -of the Industry and 
those of the servicemen who have not yet planted vines 
could well be examined in the light of the changed con
ditions since the last extensions 'were approved. The 
Committee were urged to recommend to the Australian 
Agricultural Council that further planting of Raisin vines 
should now cease. 

As a second step in placing the Industry in a reason
ably sound basis the Committee were advised that The 
A.D.F.A. was .proposing to the Minister for Commerce 
and Agriculture that-

one-third of existing Raisin plantings be up-rooted; 
a compensation fund of £200 per acre, totalling 

£600,000, be established pending conversion by 
growers to other forms of production; 

the comp-ensation advance be recovered by an excise 
duty of 4d. gallon on wine and hrandy for 4 years. 
It was assessed that this excise based on annual pro
duction of nine million gallons of wine and brandy 
would return £150,000 per annum. 

An alternative second step w-ould be fOT the Common
wealth Government to pay a subsidy on all Raisins ex
ported to Great Britain for 2 years while the full po~si
bilities of market expansion are tested. 

Economic Condition of Industry 
The Industry's representatives, Messrs. R. J. Gilbert, 

O.B.E., Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
C_ontrol Board; P. Malloch, M.B.E., Chairman -of The 

A.D.F.A. and Marketing member of the Control Board; 
Mr. G. J. Evatt, Chairman of ~he N.S.W. Dried Fruits 
Board; Mr. J. S. Bates, representing the Chairman of 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board; Mr. R. M. Simes 
(A.D.F.A. Board member and grower); Mr. L. B. 
O'Donnell (Control Board grower-member) and Mr. J. 
R. Gordon (Control Board commercial member) com
pleted their submission by emphasising that under the 
present economic conditions ruling in Australia the pros
pects of successful export trade- are poor indeed and 
with 80 o/o of our production going overseas, growers in 
the older and lower producing areas are feeling the strlJ,-in 
of low prices and high costs. Producers in California, 
Turkey and Gre·ece are assisted by export subsidies, whilst 
the Australian Industry is assisted only by Empire Prefer
ences which are ineffective, particularly in Britain and 
New Zealand, against the competitive subsidy pro
gramme. 

Consideration by I.P.A.C. 
The Committee, under the chairmanship of Dr,, W. A. 

\Vesterman, gave the Industry's representatives a sym
pathetic hearing and examined the proposals in con
siderable detail. The conferenc-e concluded on the 
understanding that I.P.A.C. would consider, in its 
recommendations to the Australian Agricultural Council, 
through the Standing Committee on Agricultu!'>e-, the 
economic condition of the Industry as set out by the 
Industry· representatives. ' · 

I.P.C.A.'s .Report ' 
The Australian Agricultural Council, at its meeting 

in Canberra recently, had before it a r·eport submitted 
by the Irrigation Production Advisory Committee on the 
subject of Vine Fruits plantings and decided that no new 
plantings of grapes for drying or for wine making should 
be made beyond what may he required for soldier settle
ment plans in hand or for consolidation of existing 
settlements to home maintenance requirements: The 
Council also considered the Raisin problem and passed 
a resolution recommending that authorities concerned 
with planting policies should, wherever possible, dis
courage plantings of the Lexia varieties. 

The effec~ of the decision taken by the Agricultural 
Council is that the planting of 2800 acres of drying 
varieties and 4550 acres of wine grapes in the main 
p_roducing States-New South Wales, Victoria and South 
Australia-should not be proceeded with except after a 
further review by the Council. 

VINE FRUITS, SEASON 1955 
The Board of Management meeting in June examined 

the following 1955 pack tonnages prepared at June 6. 
Variety 

Currants .. 
Sultanas , . 
Lexias . . . . . . . . 

Tons 
10,500 
58,300 

9,500 

78,300 

Marketing Allocations 
Based on their Previously prepare-d pack estimates the 

Board again reviewed the tonnage retentions for the ' 
Commonwealth mark,et and the surpluses available for 
export. The following tentative allocations were agreed 
to:-

Market Currants Sultanas Lexias Total 
tons tons ton~ tons 

Commonwealth-
Estimated ·sales 4,000 10,300 4,000 18,300 
Reserve 500 2,000 1,000 3,500 

Export .. 6,000 46.000 4,500 56,500 

10,500 58,300 9,500 78,300 
---
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Export allocations showed the following variations 
from the tonnages notified at the April. meeting..,___ 

Currants: increase of 1000 tons. 
SUltanas: decrease of 3000 tons. 
Lexias: decrease of 3500 tons. 

SUB-STANDARD FRUIT 
The Board made the following decisions;__,. 

(i) to write to the Minister for Customs asking 
whether he had yet been able to ascertain why the 
regulation had been first approved prohibiting the 
use of sub~standard fruit for distillation without 
his permission. His early reply was most desirable 
as, the likely tonnage of sub-standard fruit for 
Season 1955 being in the region of 3000 tons, the 
need was urgent for the free negotiation be
tween growers and disti11eries for the disposal of 
sub-standard fruit. 

(ii) in view of the difficulties of sale from a common 
pool during 1954, that 1955 sales be free from 
this obligation, and that restriction of Sales 
between packing houses apply only to Buck 
Currants. 
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(iii) to enquire through various channels whether 
opportunities were available for the extraction 
of various by-products on a commercial basis. 

Th!3 A.D.F.A. has now approached the Departmen~ of 
National Development and various manufacturers~ but 
without success. 

Costs of Production 
It is learned that the Bu,reau of Agricultural Economics 

have reached the stage of preparing schedules for 
(i) ascertaining the costs of production; and 

(ii) investigating the whole ecopomy ·of the Industry. 
Before the field investigation, iaok place B.A.E. met 

The A.D.F.A. Costs of Production Committee and con
ferred on the basis of the schedules. 

Rebate Renewed 
It was agreed to renew the rebate of 3d. lb. on all 

Dried Vine Fruits used in the production of manu-

factur>ed foods for export; but in view .of the small 
tonnage of fruit sold during Season 1955 manufacturers 
should be· informed that the Tebate might not continue 

.Jafter this season, and .that the Board's action this ·year 
should not be taken as a precedent for Season 1956. 

A.D.F.A. PRAISED 
In the House of Representatives on May 17, 1.955, 

the Minister for Commerce replied to. a member -of 
Parliament regarding the standard of Australian pack
aging overseas. The repo;t't was of par.ticular interest, 
f.or the Minister, in answer to some Griticism of the Dried 
Fruits Industry, indicated that he thought ''that The 
Australian Dried Fruits Association is one of the most 
active and forward-thinking commercial organisations in 
Australia. I have never before heard criticism of its 
marketing arrangements.'' 

ADVERSE SEASON DIFFICULTIES 
A conference, called by the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, was held in Mildura on August 10, to discuss 

methods· of ov·ercQming problems in the handling of the crop under adverse seasonal conditions such as during the 
present season. Our report is from the State Board. 

Mr. Parker J. Moloney (Chairman of the VictOrian Dried Fruits Board) presided, with Messrs. F. M. Read 
(Deputy Chairman), H. V. Davey, J. S. Allison and J. S. Cutler. An apology was received from Mr. D. A. Cockroft. 

Amongst those present were:
Department o·f COmmerce and Agriculture: 

Mt. H. R.· Tinney (Deputy Chief Fruit Inspector) and 
five representativ,es. 
Australian Dried Fruits Association: 

Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E. (Chairman, A.D.F.A. Board 
.of Management); Mr. iR. B. Curtis (General Secretary, 
A.D.F.A.) and representatives of the various branches 

. of the A.D.F.A. District Council. 
Mildura Packers: 

Representatives of lrym:Ple Packing Pty. Ltd., Mil
dura Fruitgrowers' Co-op. Ltd., Aurora Packing Co. 
Pty. Ltd., Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co~ Ltd., 
Sarnia Packing Pty. Ltd., Robinvale Producel's' Co_-op. 
Co. Ltd. 
Nyah/Woorinen Packers: 

Representatives of: W oorinen Fruitgrowers' Co-op. 
Co. Ltd., Riverside Packers, Nyah Fruitgrowers' Co-op. 
Go. 
Department ·of Agriculture: 

Mr. W. I. Nankivell (Seniol' District Horticultul'al 
Officer, Mildura), and two repl'esentatives. 
Commonwealth Scientific & Industrial Research Orgoilnisa~ 

tion: 
Mr. F. Penman, (Offic·er-in-Charge, Merbein Research 

Station), Dr. R. J. L. Martin, (Merbein Research Sta
tion). 

The Victorian Road Transport Association (Sunraysia 
Branch) was also represented. 

Whilst fully realising the many problems associated 
with the packing of fruit dul'ing an abnormal season 
such as the present one, Mr. Moloney felt this meeting 
would provide an opportunity to examine. and explore 
complaints and criticism received by the :Boal'd, mainly 
from gr.owers in regard to slow packing of fruit caused 
by the lack of sweats, stoTage space, etc., and it was 
hoped that the discussions that day would result in the 
elimination of similar difficulties recurring in future 
adverse seasons. 

Mr. Moloney then read a letter handed to him just 
prior to the meeting from Mr. D. A. Cockroft. 

It read: 
"In times of calamity none of us are prone to be too 

careful in which direction we throw stones of Griticism 
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and abuse. In this l'espect, both, the inspection and. pack
ing sides of the Industry have suffered somewh~t this 
yea!'. In a statement in the press of 5th May, 1955, a 
leading gl'ower is quoted, charging the packing houses 
with 'Making a racket of the packing charge'-and in an 
issue of 14th July, 1955, accusing the agent, 'C.D.F.S. of 
being a middleman making excess profits.' Neither state
ment is fair, because each, is incorrect. The audit report 
on each packing company made by Flack & Flack for this 
Board definitely shoWs that this selling agent is passing 
back profits· as rebates to the packer, who in turn is, in 
most cases, passing them on to the grower. As a director 
of the W oorinen Co-op. Packing Co. I am in a position 
to know what this company is making out of its pack
ing charge-a few shillings per ton, arid from the in
formation supplied by Flack & Flack's report to this 
Board on each of the oth~r packing companies' charges, 
I am able to deduct that most of them are making very 
little or no more. It is obvious from the information the 
Board has, that the packing companies are living on their 
other business interests associated with fruit. In fact, it 
is now my ·Opinion that, had the packing companies over 
the past ten years charged a little more for packing, and 
ploughed thi&. extra money back into the Industry in the 
shape of more sweat boxes, m3.chinery and stoi-age, they 
would have done a service in being better able to meet 
the problems of a year like this one. 

"The question -of what can be done to meet the diffi
culties of abnormal yeaTs is not easily solved. We can 
however consider-

1. Is the packing side of the Industry fully equipped 
for such WQrk? 

2. If not, is it because it is under capitalised? 
3 . .Should the State Board depart from its conservative 

attitude 1·egarding the gTanting of licences, and bring 
more capital to the packing side by granting further 
lic-ences? 

4. Would the purchase of more sweat boxes help by 
giving the gTower a safer .way of holding his fruit on 
the drying ·ground? 

5. Is more storage and machinery needed? 
6. Could the C.S. & I;R.O. assist both the grower and 

the pack,er in these bad years.? 
7. How can the State Board use its powers and in

fluence to help in any way?" 
Mr. Orton doubted whethel' the granting of further 

licences. would overcome the problem. An alternative 
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suggestion was that the present packing houses should 
instal additional plant and equipment, sweat boxes and 
storage space. 

If the resourc·es .of the packing houses would not per
mit the expense of the installation of the necessary 
additions to the required extent, then consideration might 
be given to obtaining finance from the Rural Finance 
Corporation. 

Growers expressed the following views:-
• Boxes were not returned promptly to the packing 

house:::; and an important aspect was the early delivery 
of swe~t boxes to the packing houses thus expediting the 
release of boxes for re-circulation. 

• The packing houses did nOt put sufficient effort into 
their Work and those companies which worked longer 
hours at penalty rates will be charging their gTowers a 
higher rate. A large proportion of some fruit required 
dehydration treatm·ent and growers will find that extra 
expenses of this nature will be reflected in the account 
sales issued by packing houses--particularly those com
panies working under penalty rates. 

o There are not sufficient sweat boxes and those avail
able· are not properly distrihuted. For instance, 600 sweat 
boxes were delivered to one grower whilst another grower 
did not receive any boxes. 

• The granting of additional licences does not provide 
the answer; the present packing houses should enlarge 
their premises. 

• There is also room for improvement in plants on dry
greens with a view to reducing laborious ground work. 

• There should be some means of removing fruit from 
the rack to a suitable place where it can be safely stored 
until ready for packing. The method of transporting 
fruit to the packing houses is' costly and inefficient. 

Mr. P. Malloch (Irymple Packing Pty. Ltd.) said:-"! 
wish to express appreciation of the action taken by the 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board in calling this conference 
to give consideration t6 what is indeed a very serious 
problem. During 1955, the packing rate was reduced 
to under 20.% Of the normal rate and .25 o/o of the fruit 
had to be dehydrated and washed before packing. There 
has been a tendency to suggest that pa"ckers have failed 
in their servic-e to growers and reference has been made 
to the necessity for improved plant, etc. The delivery 
figures for this year show a marked delay in the delivery 
of fruit as compared with the deliv·eries for the previou·s 
four years." 1 

Mr .. Malloch then read the following statement:-

Problem of Fruit Deliveries in a Bad Season 
During 1955 season, due to rain damage, fruit was in 

such condition that the pacldng rat~e was reduced to under 
20 o/o of normal. Much of the fruit had to be run through 
the machines two and three times before jt could be 
packed and 25 o/o had to be dehydrated and washed 

. before packing. The result was that acceptance of fruit 
from growers was delayed, sometimes for up to four 
weeks. As a result, growers wer·e put to added expense 
i:q handling their fruit on drying grounds, fruit deteri~ 
orated in quality; fruit which had been dried became 
wet and added costs Were involved in dehydration. The 
problem of how to avoid such losses in future years of 
adverse conditions has to be faced. -

There has been a tendency to suggest that packers have 
failed in their service to growers and that the -soluti-on 
of the p1·oblem rests with them but, before dealing with 
what pad:)ers can do and should do to help in a solution, 
it may be worthy of consideration to suggest some things 

~that growers themselves could do. 
First there is the question of mouldy and damaged 

fruit. Government inspection standards require, rightly, 
there shall be no mouldy fruit in the pack; a percentage 

. of damaged berries was allowed. Some growers did go 
. to the trouble of insisting that piCkers throw away 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

bunches of mouldy fruit-some did not-the -bad went 
into the dip tins with the good fruit. Some growers went 
through their racks, picking out the mouldy bunches-'
some did not. The condition of some fruit as delivered 
to packers could only be described as disgraceful aild 
an independent health authority would have held that 
it should be returned to the grower for hand sorting
some fruit would have been condemned outright. It was 
this class of fruit which held up packing operations and 
penalised the growers who exercised care in the picking 
and sorting of fruit on the racks and in picking. 

A seCond phase in which growers could have helped 
themselves_ was in the spreading of fruit on the racks. 
In a bad season it is an axiom that fruit should be spread 
thinly. Many growers did this and reaped the benefit of 
it-others spread normally and trouble developed. 

A third factor is delayed delivery to packing houses. 
Due to increase in rack space, most growers keep on 
filling racks even though fruit on two to four racks may 
be dry and fit for delivery to packing houses. Delayed 
delivery is now so general that packing operations now 
start about two weeka later than some years ago. 
Growers could help greatly by planning to clear racks 
and finish fruit off for early delivery in a bad season...,...._ 
in fact, in any season .. 

Only a few years ago, growers bundled fruit in small 
hessians and placed them under cover on the racks, or 
in sheds, when adverse weather developed. This practjce 
seems to have entirely ceased and cases have been re~ 
ported where growers did not even adequately cover their 
fruit on the drying grounds or in sweat boxes on their 
properties. 

. Another practice which has developed in recent years, 
is for growers to collect sweat boxes from several 
packing companies and hold enough to take their full 
crop. These sweat boxes are used only once a year and 
reasonable growers are penalised. 

Most growers will claim that labour conditions and 
costs made it impossible for them to carry out the tasks 
suggested to alleviate the problems encountered in a wet 
season, but if some of them had been attended to by 
2000 growers and say, 2000 employees, their fruit would 
have been packed quiclrer and the costs incurred, and 
for which they will have to pay the. packers, would have 
been much lower. The grower has plenty of problems 
but· a reasonable survey after the season is over, leads 
to the conclusion that many could have done mor·e to 
help themselves. The competent and careful grower was 
handicapped in delivery of his fruit by the leSs careful 
grower. 

If the proMems of an adverse season have to be 
solved by the Packing Houses, procedure and cost must 
be studied. 

It has been suggested that more adequate pre-riddling 
machinery be installed and this is sound. It should and 
will be, done wherever necessary. ' 

The second suggestion was that packers provide enough 
sweats to hold the whole of the fruit _harvested, This_ is 
an extreme viewpoint; considered unnecessary and un~ 
economic by packers. 
There w:ould be requi11ed to hold 50,000 

tons at 16 to the ton . . . . . . . . 
Sweats -at present held by packers 

800,000 boxes 
450,000 boxes 

Additi'onal sweats that would be required 350,000 

At a cost of 25/-· each the outlay would be £487,500 

Pr·esent cost of sweat box service to growers is £1 
per ton. 

. T.he p~oportional added co~t to cover "interest, depre
cmtwn, msurance and repairs at the higher cost of 
sweats is calculated at &1/6/8 per ton. 

On an avel'age crop of 50,000 tons, the total annual 
charge would be £66,666 • 
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As these extra sweats Would not be required in a good 
season, it means a piling up of charges of t£6/13{4 a 
ton over 5 yeal's to me·et the troubles of the average 
adverse season. The cumulative cost over 5 years would 
be £333,330. 

The present sweat box supply will -handle 
It can be accepted that sweat boxes from 

the first two weeks of packing, in any 
season, released for refilling by 
growers, would adequately protect 
the position. 

28,125 tons 

This, in 1955, was approximately 10,000 
tons . . . . 

Less the number required to hold reject 
fruit, say . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Balance available .. 
Add this to the total number of sweats 

held .. 

Gives a supply available for the season 

16'0,000 boxes 

10,000 boxes 

150,000 boxes 

450,000 boxes 

600,000 boxes 
---

If it is considered that extra sweats are 
necessary to solve the problem then 
further requirements would be 200,000 boxes 

Capital cost would be . . . . . . . . . . £250,000 
Added annual coSt would be £1 per ton, or £50,000 

per annum. 
Cumulative cost over a 5 yeal' period, £250,000. 

In addition to the increase of sweat -boxes, packers 
will have to find more ·storage accommodation and it is 
estimated the minimum cost of this would be £150,000. 
The annual interest charge at 5% would be £7500, equal 
to 3/- per tOn on an avera~e crop of 50,000 tons. 

Summed up-packers would have to find-
For added sweat boxes . . . . . . . . £250,000 
For increased storage space 150,000 

Total .. £400,000 

The annual chal'ge against gTOWel'S additional 
to present charge for sweat box service 
(which is included in packing costs ranging 
from 17/- to 20/- per ton) would be, 
pel' ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £1 8 0 

Aggregate annual charge on a 50,000 ton 
average crop . . . . . . . . . . . . £57,500 

Total charge over. a 5 year period. £287,500 

If growers consider this cost to be justified and request 
packers to meet their wishes, regard must be given to 
another factor-that is the capital cost involve<l-Sweat 
Boxes, £250,000; Buildings, £150,000; Total, £400,000. 
Banks are now looking for reduction of OV·erdrafts rather 
than increases and the drain on funds to meet the changed 
financial structure of the Industry .over the past two 
years has been very heavy. The only way in which such 
.a capital outlay could be met would be by a gTadual 
building up of the additions over a minim_um period of 
5 years. This factor will hav·e to be recognised in any 
decisions arrived at. 

Mr. Malloch added that he agreed with the suggestion 
that pre-riddling plants should be installed at packing 
hous-es. 

The inspection staff have had a very difficult task, 
particularly in dealing with mouldy fruit and they had no 
alternative but to reject fruit which did not reach the 
prescribed standards. One or two inspectors in this dis
trict wel'e perhaps too ready to r-eject fruit as being 
unfit for packing and, in a season such as this, it would 
help if inspectors co-operated to the fullest extent with 
packing houses. 

"I realise the difficulties being experienced by the 
Department of Commerce in the employment of suitable 
men and, generally speaking, the majority o! inspectors 
co-operated with the packers and are rendering good 
service to the Dried Fruits Industry." 

Mr. W. V. Ford (Mildura Co-op. Fruit Co.) said: "Most 
of the remarks have related to the difficulties arising out 
of a bad season, with special emphasis on the question 
of sweat boxes. My company has assisted the grow-ers by 
making a number of improvements including sweat box 
unloaders, dehydrators and washing machines-but it 
must be remembered that ultimat~ly it is the grower 
who has to bear the cost of these improvements. We have 
increased the number of sweats from 96,000 in 1948 to 
154,300 at the present time. In good season13, the packing 
company can put through the whole crop in six weeks as 
was done in 1951, but this year considerable delay was 
caused as the result of the delivery of large quantities 
of bad fruit by growers, and also the hold-up in return
ing sweat boxes. The salvage fruit had to he held in sweat 
boxes and we had to make provisional cover for the pro
tection of fruit. 

"I hope that we will arrive at some conclusions which 
will benefit growers." 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. J. S. Allison, 
was carried:-

"Having regm'd to the fact that unseasonable condi
tions, which occur on an average of one year in five, cause 
heavy losses to growers, this meeting requests packers 
to take such action as is considered necessary to alleviate 
the position by-

1. Providing ·more plant for the treatment by pre
riddling or other processes to enable them pack a 
larger daily tonnage. 

2. Providing sufficient sweat boxes to handle approxi
mately 75% of an average crop._ (12 sweat boxes 
to the ton.) 

8. Providing further storage accommodation at pack
ing houses." 

MID-MURRAY REPORT 
The A.D.F.A. has been adviSed by Mr. D. W. Cock

roft, member of the Committee of Enquiry into the 
mid-Murray area, that the Committee's deliberations 
have finished and that copies of a -confidential report 
have been sent to the Prime Minister, the Premier of 
Victoria and the Premier of New South Wales. This 
report contains . certain conclusions regarding the de
velopment of the mid-Murray Valley area. It is under
stood that, at an appropriate time, it will be tabled in the 
respective Houses of Parliament and.copies will be prhited 
for distribution. 

OVERSEAS PRODUCERS 
California: 

The 1955 crop ·Of Dried Prunes to June 1 was esti
mated at 138,000 tons (dry basis), 23% under the 1954 
crop and 21 o/o below the 1944-53 crop ·average. Oregon 
usually produces a small tonnage of Dried Prunes-3200 
tons in 1954. The amount to be dried in this State will 
remain uncertain until time for drying, usually in Sepw 
tember. Most of the Pacific North-west Prunes are mar-
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keted fresh, canned, or frozen. Prospects for other Dried 
Fruits this early in the season also are uncertain. 

The 1954-55 pack of Dried Fruits in the United States 
was· approximately 405,000 tons (processed weight), 
6% under the 1953-54 pack. Reductions in Raisins and 
Apricots mor-e than offset an increase in Prunes. Pro
duction of Prunes was about 178,400 tons and of Raisins 
about 177,000 tons. The figures exclude substandard 
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Prunes and Figs. Per capita consumption of Dried Fruits 
in 1954-55 is tentatively estimated at 4, pounds, about 
the same as in 1953-54. 

Under the 1954-55 season export-payment programme 
for Raisins (.effective December 21, 1954), about 8933 
tons had been declared for export by June 11, 1955. 
Exports under a similar progr-amme is }953-54 when the·. 
pack of •Raisins was much larger, totalled 53,311 tons. 
The latter programme was followed on October 13, 1954, 
by a supplemental programme to assist the exports of 
1952 and 1953 surplus-pool Raisins. By the completion 
of this programme in March, 1955, approximately 6909 
tons had been handled for export._ Government payments 
for exports under the 1953-54 and supplemental pro
grammes were at the 1·ate of 2 .cents per pound. The rate 
for the 1954-55 prognimme is 1.5 cents a pound. 

Greece: 

Exports of Sultanas from Cr·ete during April amounted 
to 2025 tons, the seasonal total for September-April being 
25,600 tons, of which 14,100 tons were shipped to 
Western Germany, 1500 tons to the Soviet Union, 1350 
tons to France, 1120 tons to Austria and 1005 tons each 
to Egypt and the Irish Republic, From May, the majority 
of Cretian ·exporters were participating in a voluntary 
price-fixing agreement; prices quoted for prompt ship
ment, f.o.b. Crete, 30 lb. wooden boxes, ranged from 
121/11 (Australian) per cwt. for No. 1 grade to 95/11 
(Australian) for No. 6 (fine selected), including agent's 
commission. Demand f1•om W·estern Germany is increas
ing, while Soviet Union and Finland are also showing an 
active interest. Stocks at the end of April were estimated 
at some 3350 tons of which nearly a third were sold 
early in May for immediate or June shipment. There will 
be virtually no carry-over into the 195~-56 season. The 

new crop is reported tO be progressing satisfactorily and 
production is expected to be above average, both in size 
and quality. Exports of Currants from Greece during the 
first eight months of the 1954-55 season, beginning on 
September 1 are placed at 64,800 tons, gross weight, of 
which 51,600 tons were shippe(j to U.K., 5760 tons to 
the Netherlands, 3180 tons to Germany and 2260 tons 
to the Irish Republic. 

Crete: 

Reports from Crete oil the development of the 1955 
crop continue to be optimistic. Favourable weather con
ditions persist and providing these are maintained 
during the all important harvesting and drying period, 
a yield of 35,000 to 38,000 tons is .expected in Crete 
and about 7000 to 8000 tons in Peloponnesos. 

Turkey: 
The rmsm crop in Turkey is estimated to be 77,000 

short tons in 1954, the same as the 1953 crop. Stocl{s on 
hand at the end of December, 1954, were approximately 
18,000 tons. 

Domestic consumption ·of Raisins in Turkey almost 
doubled, from 6600 short tons in 1953 to 12,100 tons in 
1954. This shal'p increase is lal'gely due to the severe 
shortage of sugar. 

Total exports of Raisins during the calendar year 1954 
were 58,237 short tons, and' new-crop Raisins amounted 
to 31,259 tons of this total. The principal importers of 
the 1954 crop of Turkish Raisins, in the order of volume 
imported, were:-United Kingdom, Italy, Nethel'lands, 
Western Germany, France, Belgium and Ireland. 

Turkey has sold nearly 3000 tons of Sultanas to the 
U.S.S.R. during March and prices have risen. Stocks 
remaining are ·estimated at about 12,000 tons. 

U.S. COMMITTEE TO STUDY EUROPEAN TRADE BARRIERS 
The Raisin Advisory Board is sending a committee of 

three to Europe to study the Raisin sale situation. This 
is not to be a selling trip, but to survey European trade 
barriers. The U.S.D.A. is considering whether to recom
mend the adoption_ of the proposed amended Marketing 
Order or not. The Department hopes to see an Ol'der 
in operation by September 1, possibly amending the old 
Order whic·h has been in operation since 1947. 

The U.S.D.A. has recommended a revision in the 
Raisin .standards to provide that stem. piece allowances 
for the 1three grades be halved to 1, 2 and 3 per 32 oz. 
for grades "A" (Fancy), "B" (Choice), and "C" (Stand:
ard), respectively. "Yellowish green" has been included 
in the colour range of sulphur bleached and golden 

bleached Thompsons in the classification of Choice 
Colour. A proposed revision of the U.S.D.A. grade 
standards for Dried Currants which have been in effect 
since October 1952 is also announced. The changes pro
posed are similar in natur'e to those announced by the 
Department ill April in the proposed revision for pro
cessed Raisins. The proposal affects. the allowances for 
pieces of stems and an adjustment in the allowances fOr 
mouldy Currants. The allowances for pieces of stems have 
been-decreased from 2 pieces per 16' oz. in Grade A (or 
Fancy) to 1 piece per 24 oz. and from 3 pieces per 16 
oz. to 1 per 16 ·oz. in Grade B (or Choice). 

-"Californian Fruit News," June 18, 1955. 

TREE FRUITS AND PRUNES 
The Tree 

amined the 
July 11. 

State 

Vic./N.S.W. 
S.A. 
N.S.W .. 

Over:. run 

Fruits Committee meeting on July 20 ex~ 
following 1955 pack tonnages prepared at 

Ap'coh Peaches 
tons tons 

21 19 
1,843 496 

1,3£4 515 

Peat's 
tons 

8 
40 

48 

Ne.cta~ 
rines 
tons 

40 

40 

Prunes 
tons 
d.w. 

149 
310 
806 

1,265 
163 

1,428 
p.w. 

Apricots.-Export quotas (15% for New Zealand and 
10 17'o for the United Kingdom) had been over-sold, due, 
in the case of the U.K., to secure early shipping so as to 
have fruit on the U.K. m~rket when fresh fruits. are in 
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short supply. Other markets (principally Can_ada) were 
up to the 20 o/o quota. 

Total exports amounted to 834 tons and sales to Ser
vices were 25 tons, leaving 505 tons for the COmmon
wealth market. With a carry-over stock from 1954 of 
approximately 100 tons, it was expected that this market 
would -consume some 600 tons. 

It was resolved :-
"That it be a recommendation that having regard for 

the estimated pack, shipments and sales made, no further 
exports be carried out this season; and that Agents b-e 
notified accordingly immedi.ately." 

Peaches.-Of quota releases to au markets of 461 tons 
the marketing position revealed-

Orders accepted .. 
Shipments to U.K. 

137 tons 
119 tons 

256 tons 
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leaving 259 tons for which buyers could not, at present, 
be found. The Committee affirmed its previous decision 
that no further shipments be made to the United King
dom. 

Pears.-9rders accepted showed that all but 4 tons 
had been disposed of, but much depended on the Services 
(19 tons) accepting the grades offering. Present indica
tions were that the pack of 48 tons would be shifted. 

Nectarines.-Out of a total pack ·of 40 tons only 1 
ton had been exported to New Zealand. Orders accepted 
for the Commonwealth and Services totalled 32 tons, but 
the latter might reconsider their requirements. The United 
Kingdom was particularly weak, and 1954 stocks still 

remained unsold, all of which was dark in appearance, 
and some of which might have to be destroyed. 

Prunes.-Overseas sales were fair, and quotas, on re
viewal, were set as follows-

Commonwealth market-40% of pack (packed weight). 
This percentage remained the same as set at the 
March meeting~ 

Export market-35% of pack (packed weight)-an 
increase of 25% over the March quota. 

Unsold stocks at 11/7/55 showed 80 tons of the 1954 
pack and 1177 tons of the 1955 pack. 

PRUNES PACKS AND SALES, 1954 
The Committee examined a statement prepared at 

July 11 which showed the following pack position:-
Vict. S. Aust. N.S.W. Total 

Dry weight .. 
Processed weight . 

·tons 
326 
358 

tons 
604 
684 

tons 
1,558 
1,751 

tons 
2,488 
2,793 

-------------------
Orders accepted at the same date showed:-
Market Tons 

Commonwealth-civil . . 1,338 
Services and Ship:S' Stores 48 

New Zealand .. 
United Kingdom 
Other ..... . 

Unsold stocks , . 

1,386 
211 
860 
256 

Pack for season , , , , , , . . . . 
Unsold stocks at 11/7/55 were:-

Up to 60/70 .... 
Over 60/70 (ex-

Vict. s. Aust. N.S.W. 
12 9 5 

cluding Smalls) 10 44 

2,713 tons 
80 tons 

2,793 tons 

To-tal 
26 

54 
------------------

12 19 49 80 

Since 18/3/54 752 tons of Prunes had been sold prin
cipally to the West Indies and the United Kingdom, and 
it was considered that the balance of 80 tons would be 
sold shortly. 

Commonwealth market sales at 11/7/55 represented 
47.9% of the total pack (processed weight). 

APRICOTS 
Marketing conditions seemed fairly buoyant for the 

sale ·of Apricots, particularly in the light of latest advices 
from U.S.A. that there had been a reduction in Cali
fornian acreages and production. The Tr·ee Fruits Com
mittee noted, however, that exports. although now on a 
firm market, constituted 61% of the pack, and expressed 
the belief that economic conditions adverse to an In
dustry could develop when its export surplus exceeded 
50 o/o of its annual production. 

WESTERN GERMANY IMPORTS 
Imports of Dried Vine Fruit into Western Germany 

during 1953 and 1954 were:-
1953 1954 
tons tons 

Greece .. 23,004 26,418 . 
Persia .. 14,514 16,132 
Tm·key 2,439 4,879 
Australia 2,772 
U.S.A. 2,627 2,559 
OtheTs .. 835 161 

Total .. 43,419 53,039 
In March, the Hamburi?; market for Sultanas remained 

depressed with resellers below Gr'eek or Turkish quota
tions; even Persian fruit left buyeTs no chance :for 
profits. 

· .. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO~OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co-operative Packing and 
Processing of Dried Fruits 
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Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
---Dried and Fresh Fruit---

Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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Mr. E. J. Hudson. 

The late Mr. Hudson had a fine record of 
service to the Industry over many years. As 
an early member of the N.S.W. State Board 
(1928-1952) he was steadfast in his belief 
of The A.D.F.A. principle of market equity 
for growers in all States. He did much to con
vince his fellow-growers in the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area to observe this vital prin
dple; a task which was not easy as a large 

section of gTowers had to deny themselves a 
temporary financial advantage in favour of 
a principle. The late Mr. Hudson's work in 
this regard is his epitaph. "He fought for a 
principle." 

His work as a member of 'fhe A.D.F.A. 
Board of Management from 1924 to 1949 
did much to effect a valuable liaison between 
the M.I. Area and The A.D.F.A. Board. 

The late· Mr. Hudson was a First World 
War serviceman and repr.esented the soldier 
settlers in settlement problems in the M.I.A. 
development period. 

At the time of his sudden death the late 
Mr. Hudson was a gl'·eatly respected member 
of the Yenda community, as well as being 
Chairman of Directors of Yenda P.roducers 
Co-op. Co. Ltd., and Secretary of Yenda 
R.S.L. Soldiers' Club. 

To Mr. Hudson's widow and family are ex
tended the condolences of an Industry for 
which he did much good, coupled with the 
personal sympathy of au- those who worked 
with him in The A.D.F.A. and have lost him 
as a friend. 

--··----~--
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Mr. D. A. Cockroft. 

The sudden death on the 3rd September, -of 
Mr. D. A. Cockroft is also announcOO. The 
late Mr. Cockroft was i, member of the Vic
torian Dried Fruits Board for 24 years and 
was also a Director of the Woorinen Fruit
growers Go-op. Co. Ltd. 

Both as a gTbwer, packing house Director 
and a member of long standing of the State 
Board_ the late Mr. Cockroft was well known 
throughout the Industry. 

His practical advice born of long and wide 
experience, and his l-ogical approach to In
dustry problems made him a valued leader of 
the Industry. 

The sympathy of all members of The 
A.D.F.A. is extended to his widow and family. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~$~~$~~~~®$~~& 

i WOORINEN I I FRWTGROWERS I 
J CO-OP. CO. LTD. i 
~ Registered Office: Woorinen South ~ 
i Branches at Nyahwest and Tresco • 

t$ DRIED FRUIT AND CITRUS PACKERS ~ tl <+ 
• GENERAL HARDWARE AND TIMBER <+ ! MERCHANTS ~ ! ALL GROWERS' REQUISITES ~ 

~ AGENTS FOR: <+ 
t$ AMPOL (ALBA) PETROLEUM PTY. LTD. ~ 
t$ H. V. McKAY MASSEY HARRIS PTY. LTD. !t 
• RONALDSON BROS. & TIPPETT I 
t$ DANIEL HARVEY LTD. lt 
• VICTORIA INSURANCE CO. LTD. <+ 
t$ QUEENSLAND INSURANCE CO. LTD. lt 
:!! A.M.P. SOCIETY I 
:j) T. & G. LIFE SOCIETY ~ 
f LICENSED REAL ESTATE AGENTS ~ 

~~~~~~~····~··· .. ·~~···~·····~~~·~ 
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S.peciaf attide 
SENATE DEBATES DRIED FRUITS INDUSTRY'S 

ECONOMIC POSITION 
Growe1·s' Parliamentary l'epresentatives gave their views on the Industry in a recent debate in the Senate, 

when Senator Toohey moved an adjournment to discuss the "serious plight of the Australian Dl'ied Fruits Industry, 
particulal'ly in South Australia." Althoug-h. the debate was very long it has been printed almost in full, for gr_pwers 
should he fully· aware of the attitudes expressed by the Senators. 

Senator Toohey (as reported by Hansard) said:-
I am aware that this matter has already been raised by 

the honourable member for MaUee (Ml'. Turnbull) and 
the honourable member for Angas (Mr. Downer). The 
two honourable members raised the mattel' on an Aus
tralia-wide basis, and I, too, indieate that it is not my 
intention to separate, in my remarks, other States from 
South Australia, If anything is to be done to assist the 
Dried Fruits Industry, it should be done on a nation-wide 
basis. Howevei·, as I represent South Australia in this 
Senate, it is incumbent on me to direct attention to the 
situation that exists in the Industl'y in that State; and I 
have no doubt that a similar position exists in the In
dustl'y in the other States. 

The areas that I direct attention to are the districts of 
Berri, Renmark, Loxton, Waikerie and other places of a 
similar character, Whose industries have a great influ
ence on the prosperity and the development of South 
Australia. A considerable time ago, those areas were 
nothing but desert ·wastes, but through the establishment 
of irrigation systems and agricultural development 
techniqties, that al'ea has to-day been transformed
largely as the result of the fol'titude of the settlel's, who 
are ex~servicemen in the main-into what might almost 
be termed a paradise. Governments have played a cer
tain part in the work associated with the development of 
those projects, but the people who played the major part 
in the early development of the, Dried Fruits Industry 
are those who to-day are suffering the greatest dis
abilities throug·h the depression into which the Industry 
has fallen. Dul'ing-.the last year or so, those settlers have 
enjoyed some degree Of prospel'ity, but that has not offset 
the sacrifices that they made while developing the areas. 

In districts like those of Berri, Barmera and Loxton, 
in South Australia,· the community sph·it has been de
veloped to such a high degl'ee that its results are an 
example to the rest of Australia. The people engaged in 
the Dl'ied Fruits Industry have not only developed their 
own fruit blocks and helped to build up Australia's expol't 
trade, but they have also made a great contribution to 
the building- of magnificent towns associated with their 
pl'imary producing districts·. 

The co-operative spil'it has also been most evident in 
the areas that I have mentioned. I have painted this 
picture of the Industry because I believe it is e:csential 
that honourable senators should hav·e some understanding 
of the al'eas involved and the manner in which they came 
into being, befOl'e I go on to speak of the difficulties of 
the Industry, -

When the m~tter was put to the Minister for Com
merce and Agricultul'e (Mr. McEwen), he replied in 
a way that savoured of Ka:thleen Mavourneen. He 
said, in . effect, that he was awal'e of the difficulties 
of the people engaged in the Dried Fruits Industry 
and was cog'llizant of the fact that some action 
should he taken to alleviate their . position through
out Australia. Then he said that he would make 
certain officers of the Depal'tment- of Commerce and 
Agriculture available to the Industry, so that they could 
advise the Industry on what steps should be taken to 
overcome the difficulties. 
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I point out that the very thing that the Minister sug
gested should be done in respect of the Dried Fruits In
dustry, that is, certain research work, was done by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics as far back as 1952. 
That being the case, why is it necessa1·y to have further 
research undertaken to examine the difficulties of the 
Industry and to find a remedy for them? It seems obvious 
that the Minister's attitude is: "Leave it to the growers, 
and let us hope that the difficult period will pass and that 
the Government may be able to evade its responsibility." 
I do not say that this is exactly the case, but it seems to 
me that as a resarch was. undertaken in 1952 the results 
of that research should be available to the Government 
and to the Minister, and that the Minister should have an 
immediate remedy to thes-e difficulties. I assure you, Mr. 
President, that they do require an immediate remedy. 

This is an export industry, and it is, therefore, vital to 
the welfare of the people of this country. About 80 per 
cent. of our Dl'ied Fruits a1·e exported. The main con
suming- country is the United King-dom, which takes 
about 50 per cent. of the total quantity exported. -The 
remaining- 30 per cent. is .exported to various c-ountries. 
It is known that a preference is extended to Australian 
g-rowers. That preference may, on the surface, appear to 
be of some value in the matter' of distribution, particu
larly in the United Kingdom, but other factors intrude 
into the' situation and make the preference something of 
a mockery. I say very d-efinitely that other g-overnments 
are more aware of the problems of similar industries in 
their countries than we appear to be. The United States 
of America is a leading exporter of Dried Fruits to the 
Unite4 King-dom, and that country subsidizes its growers 
to the extent of £30 a ton. We are at a very serious 
disadvantage in contending- with competition of that 
kind. Turkey is another exporter of Dried Fruits to the 
countries in which we seek to sell our products. Turkish 
g-rowers are subsidized to the extent of £28/10/- a ton. 
Greece is another competitor in this field. That country 
has .d-epreciated its currency, and as a result has secured 
an inestimable advantage over Australian exporters of 
Dried Fruits. I might also refer to Canada, but Canada 
works on a principle which has some relationship to the 
Californian system, which merely w-ol'sens the position 
because it virtually provid-es a system of dumping-, which 
again places obstacles in the path of the Australian 
grower. 

I mentioned earlier that the Bureau of Agricultural 
Reseal'ch, in 1952, conducted an inquiry into this Indus
try for the purpose of ascertaining costs. The experts 
who conducted that investigation found that the _cost of 
production was about £100 a ton. In 1954, the actual 
prices received were as follows:-Sultanas, £81 a ton; 
Currants, £80 a ton; and Lexias, £65 a ton. 

In dealing with this matter ill the House of Repre
sentatives on the 4th of May last, the honourable member 
for Angas (Mr. Downer) said that he was aware of the 
possibilities of the Industry, and that he was sure that 
the Ministel' for Commerce and Agriculture (Mr. 
McEwen) would take appropriate steps to see that some 
alleviation was given. I understand that a meeting was to 
be held in Melbourne, approximately a fortnight ago, for 
the purpose of preliminary discussions regarding- the 
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requirements of the Industry, but the Minister, in reply 
to the honourable member for Angas, indicated that he 
would want from the growers suggestions concerning 
the solution of their problems. 

Senator Hannaford.-What was wrong with that? 
Senator TOOHEY.-There was nothing wrong with 

it, except that the Minister was well aware of the 
problems of the growers. He was aware, too, of the sug~ 
gested solutions. which the growers had advanced from 
time to time. However, he did not refer to that knowle(lge 
in his reply to the honourable member for Angas. That, 
to me, was most interesting. The Minister invited the 
growers to attend a meeting, asked them to make sug~ 
g·estions regarding the solution of their problems, and 
stated that he would place at their disposal the s·ervices 
of a team of experts~which had been done previously in 
1952-knowing that, during the last eighteen months or 
so, the growers had consistently advocated the adoption 
of a course which the Government could take to remedy· 
the situation. Honourable senators opposite who repre
sent South Australia also will know the nature of that 
cours·e. 

The replY of the Minister to the honourable member 
for Angas indicated many things, but it did not indicate 
that something definite would be done. I suggest to the 
Senate that. the products of this Industry should not he 
classed as luxuries. One of the measures suggested by 
the growers to the Government to assist in their rehabili
tation is that sales tax should be r-emoved from commodi
ties which contain Dried Fruits. Everybody knows their 
nutrition value and while everyone agrees that it is 
necessary that school children should be given milk and 
their health provid·ed for in every way, Dried Fruits are 
as essential a commodity as is any other. I agree with 
the contention of the growers that sales tax on products 
that have a Dried Fruit content should be removed 
immediately. If that were done, the effect on the In
dustry would be amazing and the growers, not only in 
South Australia, but also in other States would be given 
a new incentive. 

Senator Courtice.-Most other foods are free of sales 
tax. 1 

Senator Hannaford.-Not proc·essed foods. 
Senator TOOHEY.-! cannot understand why this 

commodity should be subject to sales tax. The solution 
Of this problein does not affect the growers only. It has 
a profound influence upon the Australian economy. It 
also ·has a great deal to do with the development of 
South Australia which has not an extensive rainfall. 
There are other factors also in the irrigation settlements 
where Dried Fruits are produced, and aU these matters 
are of vital importance to that State. 

Honourable senators may be interested to be tOld of 
some of the proposals that have been nlad·e by the people 
in, this Industry through the Federation which is looking 
after· their interests. TheY asked this Government for a 
subsidy and for a stabilization scheme, and for the re
moval of sales tax. They have used every endeav:our 
possible to extract their Industry from its present diffi
culties. They have expended £30,000 a year during a 
period of three years-that is £90,000.:._in publicity to 
increase the home Consumption of their products, but 
they have met with no result. 'It would be idle for any
body to say that these producers have not made some 
contribution towards their own salvation. 

The Government seems to give great consideration to 
other primary industries and it -is ironical that, at a 
time when the wool ind-qstl·y and the wheat industry are 
both enjoying a period of prosperity, thiS vital Industry 
should be virtually on its last legs and be denied the 
same amount of attention. Unless something is done 
immediately to relieve the Dried Fruits growers, many 
of them will have to vacate their holdings. They have to 
face other problems also which make their position grim 
indeed. Owing to the extraordinary weather conditions 
in South Australia last season there was a 25 per cent. 
wastage of Dried Fruits. 
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Some honourable senators might consider that I am 
being too dramatic and that I am attempting to ereate 
an -impression of a situation that iB not as bad as I 
appear to make it. It is inevitabl-e that this subject will 
again be discussed in the Senate unless the Government 
comes to the assistance. of these growers in the near 
future. 

Several things should be done by the Government to 
assist the Industry. The sales tax should be removed 
from all foodstuffs that contain Dried Fruits, and the 
Government should immediately grant a subsidy to the 
growers in order to save this vital Industry. It would be 
useless to pay a subsidy in six months' time because, by 
then, the growers will be reaching the limit of their re
sources. They do not want to make a fortune. All they 
require is a subsidy that will enable them to carry on 
and give them some reasonable return for the work they 
are· putting into the production of an important export 
commodity. If the Government were to give a subsidy 
now, and examine the situation in six months' or twelve 
months' time to see whether a continuation of the subsidy 
were- justified, no one would quarrel with that arrange
ment. 

The stabilization ·of the industry is a matter in which 
the growers are particularly interested. Stabilization of 
other industrie,s has Peen undertaken, and while I am 
aware-as the Minister indicated in his somewhat long 
letter to the hOnourable member for Angas-of the con
stitutional difficulties that might lie in the way of such 
an undertaking, I believe it could be achiev·ed. The 
Government should consider without delay some stabiliza
tion scheme, within the limitations of the Constitution, 
which would provide a sound basis for a vital South 
Australian indus~ry. 

Se11;ator GORTON (Victoria) .-AU honourable seha
tors will agre·e that the Dried Fruits Industry is one that 
is eminently suitable for consideration by the Senate, 
but I believe that Senator Toohey has exaggerated the 
difficulties under which the Industry labours at present. 
Also he has not given to the Senate the full story of what 
has been transpiring between representatives of the 
Dried Fruits growers and the Australian Government. 
For a number of years,. this Industry has been extremely 
prosperous. Until 1953, it was one of the most pros
perous in Australia, and there is still plenty of con
fidence in it througho1,1t the State where Dried Fruits 
are produced. Dried Fruits blocks are still eageTly sought, 
and are changing hands at high prices. Business houses 
in the areas still have order hooks filled with orders for 
motor cars and other comtnodities. In that regard, I 
direct the attention of Senator Toohey to an article which 
appeared recently in the Renmark newspaper in his own 
State, rather deploring the panic talk which is some
times associated with the Dried Fruits Industry. The 
article served to show that, although the Industry has 
experienced some r·ecession, it is not in such dire straits 
as Senator Toohey would suggest. 

Nevertheless, there is a kernel of truth in the extrava
gant languag.e that Senator Toohey used. For the first 
time, the Industry has been forced to sell its products in 
a cold, ·hard, unprotected world market, which is essen
tially a buyers' market, and on which government-to
government trading between Australia and the United 
Kingdom has ceased. I wish to make this point to indi
cate how Senator Toohey has exaggerated the situation. 
He told the Senate that the cost of production was £100 
a ton. That amount, I hav·e no doubt, was in Australian 
currency. Senator Toohey then said that certaill Dried 
Fruits were sold at £80 a ton, and I lmo'W that that 
figure was in sterling>, He gave no indication of that fact 
nor was there any indication that the home-market price 
for Dried Fruits js far above the export price, and that 
prices are, in effect, fixed by the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association, which controls the products virtually 
throughout Australia. Therefore, I believe that Senator 
Toohey has probably been misled or has wrongly com
pared Australian currency with sterling. 



As I have said, there is a kernel of fact· in the state
ment that the Dried Fruits 'Industry has experienced some 
tr:ouble. That is due to three factors. One, as I hav~ said, 
is that the Dried Fruits growers have to produce under 
conditions in which wages, cost of pumping water, boxes, 
labbur for picking, and transport, are all subject to 
internal regulations. The growers have to sell in an un
regulated market.- A second factor is that in the year 
under consideration the season was bad for the Dried 
Fruit growers, and a large proportion . of fruit was 
damaged. I have two points to make in that regard if it 
is suggested that the Australian Government should do 
something about it. Anybody who goes on the land and 
adopts an agricultm·al pursuit knows that he has to be 
prepared to sustain what are called, for some reason I 
have not been able to understand, acts Of God. They 
include anything unpleasant that happens in the way 
of fire, flood ·or famine in the case of stock-bTeeders, 
and frost, rain at picking time, ol' unfavourable gTowing 
weather for Dried Fruits growers. Unless theTe is a 
cataclysmic visitation, the growers must be prepared dur
ing good years-and they are pl'-epa1·ed-to make pro
vision for the occasional calamitous season that comes 
along. In any case, as honourable senators know, all 
governments have recognized that seasonal damage to 
crops of any kind is purely the responsibility -of the govern
ment of the State in which the damage occurs. There. is 
no reason why this Government should shatter that pre
cedent in paTticular cases of seasonal difficulties. 

If this Government is to assi5lt the Industry, we come 
down to the problems of prices and production, Up to 
two or three months ago, there was a great outcry about 
over-production of Dried Fruits. It was said that the 
mark-et was saturated and could not take all that we 
produced. TheTe was some basis for that claim because, 
up to a couple of months ago,·a-bout 18,000 tons of Dried 
Fruits was unsold on the London market. That situation 
has altered. Most of the fTuit has been sold, and of' last 
year's crop, only 6000 tons is outstanding. 

Senator McLeay,-It is selling 1·eadily at good ·prices. 
Senator GORTON.-That is so. This year's crop-I 

refer to that which was harvested about March, 1955-is 
estimated to total 79,000 tons. If we add the cany-over 
of about 4000 or 5000 tons, the total to be sold this year 
will be less than the total which was profitably disposed 
of last year. The fear of over~production whkh was 
justifiably felt a couple -of months ago, has now vanished, 
owing to the fruit moving on the overseas market. The 
price overseas is approximately £80 a ton sterling. I do 
not accept Senator Toohey's figures· as to the cost of 
production, ,except as a basis for discussion, because, 
in arriving at the cost of production, many fact01·s are 
taken into consideration, such ·as those people who grow 
Dried _Fruits as a sideline, their main production being, 
say, fat lambs. LaTge capital values are often given to 
properties by growers, and interest and depreciation a1·e 
taken -into account. That always happens. when attempts 
are made to find out what it. costs to grow anything. 

Senator Courtice.-Why would inflated capital value 
affect the position? 

Senator GORTON.-Because when an attempt is 
mad-e to find the cost· of production in order to make sul'e 
that the grower gets at least that amount, the grower 
includes interest on the capital value of ·his land as well 
as depreciation. The higher he estima~es the capital 
value of his land, the higher the amount allowed for 
interest and the highe1• he makes the cost of production. 
That ·has .always been. a contentious subject. To any 
reasonable, practical man, it is cle·ar that this industry 
is not now on the breadline, although thel'e iS a kernel of 
truth in the statement that it needs careful watching. 

I ·now turn to one or ,two things that the honourable 
senator said the Government should do. He suggested, 
first, that the Gov~rnment should remove sales tax on all 
articles associated with Dried Fruits. Sales tax is charged 
only on goods sold in this country, not on products which 
are sold overseas. Therefor-e, the question arises: What 
help would be given to the Dried Fruits Industry by the 
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i·emoval of sales tax? For- the price of Dried Fruits sold 
in this country is contl'olled by the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association, which, is an organization formed by 
the growers of DTied FTuits. Obviously, ·assistance to the 
Industry in the horne market is not required. It is the 
exp01't market which needs help, if any maTket does. It 
has been suggested that neither the Minister nor the 
Government has done anything to help the Industry. 
That is untrue. About May last year, the growers of 
Dried Fruits ·approached the Minister arid suggested a 
stabilization scheme for the Dried Fruits Industry .. As 
honourable senators probably know, the Industry produces 
three different kinds of Dried Fruits-Sultanas, Lexias 
and Currants. Representatives of the growers wished the 
Government to bring in a diffei·ent stabilization scheme 
for each of those thTee types of Dried FrUits. In other 
words, they proposed that a growel' could make a profit 
on his Sultanas, a profit also on his Currants, and that 
he shouJ.d keep both of those profits, but if he lost on 
his Lexias, he should not suffer that loss because it would 
be made up to him under the scheme. Cleady, that was 
not a proper proposition to put before any government. 
It was not a reasonable proposition, and, accordingly, 
the Minister told the representatives of the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association that it did not seem Practicable 
to give effect to it. Having heard the Minister's reply, 
the representatives agreed that their proposal w~s not 
practicable, and ·so they told the Minister that they'would 
submit another scheme. 

Senator Courtic-e.-The growers do not -Hput it overH 
very often. 

SenatoT GORTON.-As a grower, I entirely agree with 
the honourable senator. They did prepare another scheme, 
and again they approached the Government. Their latest 
scheme also had its difficulties. They brought up some
thing which has not been mentioned so far in this de
bate~ They dr-ew attention to the difficulty they experi
ence as a result of not getting advances for their fruit 
when it is picked. As honourable senators know, con
siderable time elapses between the picking of the fTuit 
and its sale as ·Dried Fruit. This is something· in which 
the GoveTnment may be able to help the Industry. As 
I understand the proposal put forward on behalf of the 
groweTs, it amounts to this: "You make advances fol' 
the fruit, but we still want all title to it to be vested in 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association. We want you to 
make advances to us, but we do not want you to have any 
rights over the commodity in respect ·of which the ad
vances aTe made." When a goveTnment is dealing with 
public money, such an arrangement clearly is inadmis
sible, Now, both participants in this attempt to reach a 
properly worked out stabilization scheme, and to provide 
for the making of advances, are engaged in the task of 
appointing a committee to draw u,p a proper sche-me. That 
is the situation as it stands to-day. T.he Government, 
through its Minister, has been willing to stand by the
Government's policy to bring hi a stabilization scheme 
when those engaged in any industry say they want it, but 
its willingness to do so is subject to the proviso t.hat the 
scheme is fair to taxpayers and consumers, and other 
members of the general community. 

Senator Toohey read a letter which the Minister had 
written to a Mr. Downer, aiid claimed that it was mean
ingless and vague. -That letter is not meahingless and 
vague to me. It states clearly that the Minister is pre
pare·d to supply officers to ensure that any scheme which 
the growers work out is not unconstitutional. Nor was 
that letter meaningless and vague to the- growers of 
Di·ied Fruits, because· at Red Cliffs, close to where I live, 
the letteT was read to a mass meeting of growers, who 
expr.essed appreciation, and finally adopted a motion that 
the off-er of the Minister should be gratefully accepted. 
The latest position is that the growers of DTied_·Fruits, 
through their. elected representatives, have said- that they 
are content to know that the matter is being dealt with 
and that the Government is doing all that can be expected 
of it. 
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Senator O'FLAHERTY (.South Australia) .-As Sena
tor Gorton has said, growers of Dried Fruits produce three 
varieties of products-Sultanas, Lexias, and· Currants. 
The production of Sultanas l'epresents about two-thirds 
of the total production of Dried Fruits in Australia. 
Whenever there is any difficulty in the sale of Sultanas 
there is trouble in the Industry. In addition, probably a 
greater proportion of Currants in relation to Sultanas 
is grown in South Australia than is grown in the· ·other 
States. Lexias, of course, can be, -and fron1 time to time 
have been, taken to the wineries to be crushed for the 
purpose of tnaking "lolly water" that is sold around this 
country. The production of Lexias is ·.expanding and the 
difficulty centres, not on Lexias or Currants, b-q.t mainly 
on the price that is obtained for Sultanas. As soon as the 
price of Sultanas drops, th9 Industry is in difficulties. 
Senator Gorton said that growers are getting £80 sterling 
a ton foJ· Sultanas, but he has made a mistake. My in

, formation is that the price they are obtaining is £80 
Australian a ton. The cost of production is £100 a ton. 
The honourable senator omitted to mention the circum
stances that have led to the calculation of .the present 
cost of production. In 1952 the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, in conjunction with representatives of the 
Australian D_ried Fruits Association, made a survey and 
arrived at a figure for the cost of production for the 
purpose of determining a minimum price. The idea was 
that if the price went below that cost of production, there 
would be a guaranteed payment to the growers equal 
to the cost of production. 

Since 1952, the Committee of the Australian Dried 
Dried Fruits Association has kept the relevant figures up 
to date, so that it is able to say that in 1955 the cost of 
production is £100, according to the figures that were 
worked out in 1952 by the officers of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Eco'nomics. In fact, the Industry is getting 
only £80 Australian a ton for its 1954 crop-not £80 
sterling. £80 sterling would just equal the _cost of pro
duction in this country, but it is not the price that is 
being obtained. The price that is being obtained is £20 a 
ton less than the cost of production, so Senator Gorton 
made a mistake when he said that the growers were 
getting £80 sterling a ton. The position is that all of the 
1954 crop is not Yet sold. As a consequence of this, and 
as a result ·Of the difficulty in getting adjustments o{ the 
payment for the portion of the crop that has been sold, 
the growers are in difficulties. They have come to the 
GoveTnment from time to time because of those diffi
culties but the Government says, "We cannot help you 
at the moment. We will give you some· officers to have 
a look at your problem." The growerS do not want 
officers to have a look at their problem. They want help 
to. tide them over the difficulties that they are suff-ering 
right now. They made some suggestions about finance 
and what Senator Gorton said in this respect is quite 
COTrect. The Government would not .entertain the questi'on 
of financing them over their difficult period.' 

Until May. this year there was a guaranteed price for 
Dried Fruits because they were sold to the British 
Ministry of F-ood, but the sale of portion of the 1954 
crop has been delayed beyond May and that portion will 
be sold on the open market that now obtains. The cTop fOT 
1955 also will be sold on that market. But the Dried 
FTuits that are being discussed in this debate and in 
relation to which the growers are in difficulties were 
sold on the 1natket in which the guaranteed price pre
vailed. The figures that Senator Gorton and I have on the 
quantity of the 1954 crop unsold are about the same. As 
yet, about 5000 tons has not been sold. This quantity was 
unsold when the arrangement for the guaranteed price 
ended. My friend and colleague, Senator Toohey, has 
br.ought this matter· before the Senate to stir the Govern
ment to do something. 

The Industry is hampered by the regulation on sales 
tax. The facts are that there is no sales tax on Raisins 
alone, but so soOn as a little sugar is put with Raisins 
and they are rolled into a ball and dusted with some 
desiccated coconut, sales tax of 12~ peT cent. iS applied 
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to them because they are manufactured goods. The 
growers say that if that rate of 12~ per cent. were re
duced there would be greater sales on the home market. 
The home market is the best market for Raisins. The 
b-est prices are obtained there and the· removal of the 
12~ per cent. Sales tax would promote greater sales. It 
would cheapen the price ·of goods containing 1Raisins to 
the advantage of the Industry. That proposition was put 
to the Government, though not in the precise terms that 
I have used. The proposal was made in the manner that 
Senator Toohey outlined. He_ spoke of products with 
some·HDried Fruits content." I ·hav.e· put the proposition 
by example. Another example relates to the use -of 
Raisins and Sultanas in bread. Bread itself is free of sales 
tax. Raisills and Sultanas are free of sales tax. 
However, if bread and Raisins or Sultanas are mixed, 
'there is a tax of 12 ~ per cent. on the mixture. The 
growers have asked that· this anomaly be rectified, and I 
see no reason why it should not be remedied. Take a little 
bun that is made of ffour. Tax has to be paid on it be
cause some sugar has been added to make it a sweet bun. 
If some Raisins are put into the bun the tax is imposed 
at the rate of 12; per cent., which is altogether wrong. 
Every ingredient of ·such a bun is free of sales tax, but 
the product obtained by mixing them to make them more 
palatable is taxed at the rate of 12?.! per cent. This is 
one difficulty that the growers wish to have overcome by 
Government action. 

Another difficulty relates to finance. That difficulty is 
greater in South Australia this year because, as Senator 
Gorton said, the crop has been ·a small one and the 
growers have not yet been paid for it. The advances have 
not been so big as they would have been under the 
scheril.e that operated before. As that· scheme has gone 
by the board, the settlers are finding difficulty in meeting 
the payments that they have to meet to keep their pro
perties going. For instance, a grower has to pay on the 
spot before he gets any water. The charge for water is· 
from 30/- to £2/10/- an acre, but if the grower does not 
have the money to pay for it, his land is deprived of 
water. The result is a losing proposition to both the 
grower and the water supply authorities. Those authori
ties have to have the money to keep their projects going 
and the growers have to have the water to keep their 
properties going. There should he some arrangement 
whereby the Government would advance -money, not 
necessarily to the ·growers, but to the co-operative pack
ing houses to enable the men in the Industry to meet all 
the expenses that are involved in keeping the Industry 
going until such time as they can be recouped by the 
returns from the sale of their produce. That is all that 
the growers have asked for, but their l'equests have been 
turned down because the Government wants collateral or 
something of that kind. There is ample collateral in the 
co-operative packing sheds in the Mul'l'ay RiVer districts. 

I cannot speak for Victoria as can Senatqr Gorton, 
but I know that the Industry on the Victorian side of the 
border has never co-operated with the Industry in South 
Australia, I ·candidly confess that it has never been pos
sible to do anything with the growers on the Victorian 
side of the river because they have made agreements 
with certain wholesale houses that place their products 
on the market. Those wholesale houses sell the Dried 
Fruits, either in this country or overseas, and they 
will not let go their rights under the arrangements with 
the growers. This system obtains in Victoria, but not so 
much in South Australia. Probably the·. position in Red 
Cliffs, which Senator Gorton mentioned, and in Robinvale, 
where there are soldier settlers, is the same as in the 
Murray districts and in South Australia generally. In \ 
recent years many ·e-x-servicemen ·have been setttled on 
irrigated lands. They are growing not only the three 
fruits that I have mentioned, but also other fruits which 
may be dried, such as Apricots and Pears. Of course, 
some of those fruits may also be canned. I suggest that 
the heavy production ·of Sultanas, Currants and Lexias 
will aggravate the difficulties that. the Industry will face 
in selling its products, not only in Australia but also 
overseas. 
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At one time a ce1•tain cost formula was applied, and it 
stabilized the Industry for a while·. That formula could 
again be applied, and prices could be guaranteed to; the 
growers so that they could obtain sOmething more than 
the cost of production. There is nothing wrong in asking 
for a guaranteed price, and I suggest that there. is nothing 
wrong in Senator .Toohey placing a request before the 
Minister for Shipping and Transport, who represents the 
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture in this chamber, 
to make some effort to. giv-e the Dried Fruits growers some 
relief. 

In 1951 the growers harvested a good crop of fruits, 
but in that year all their produce was sent in bulk to the 
British Ministry of Food, and a fairly good price was 
paid for it. Since 1951, however, there has been a gradual 
decline in price. In 1952 the price of our Dried Fruits 
dropped by 30/- a ton and in 1953 it dropped by £10- a 
ton, and the growers were getting only £95 a ton for 
Sultanas. This year it appeal'S that the price will fall · 
again by about £10 or £15 below the-price received for 
the 1954 crop. If that should occur, then I believe that 
the growers will be selling their fruit at less than the Cost 
of ·production. HonouTable senators' would do well to 
Temember that, foT four or five years before 1951, the 
growers received pool' prices and fell into debt. However, 
in 1951 they harvested a good cTop and a good pric-e 
was received f·or it. Their returns for that one year en
abled them to get out of debt and start afresh on a good 
financial footing. Therefore, if we giv-e· the growers some 
help now, we shall not have to help them always, because 
they must have a gOod year before long and then they will 
be able to pay back the· money that the Government 

. spends in assif}ting them. 
Senator Toohey-When speaking to niy motion foT 

the adjournment of the Senate earlier to-day, I made a 
mistake in the name of the honourable member to whom 
I Said a letter had been sent, I said that it had been sent 
to Mr. Downer, the honourable member for Angas, but 
I now find that it was sent not to Mr. Downer, but to Mr. 
Turnbull, the honourable member for Mallee. I make that 
explanation so that no complications will be caused in 
the electorate of either of the two honourable members 
whom I have named. 

SenatOT MATTNER (South Australia) .-When the 
adjournment of the Senate is moved to discuss a matter 

' of importance one asks oneself what is behind the· m-otion? 
In other words, we should consider now whether the 
Opposition genuinely desires to 'help the Dried Fruits 
Industry. Confidence is the· basis .of all industries, and 
the honourable· senators opposite who have spoken about 
this paTticular industry have certainly not fostered con
fidence in it. Senator Toohey said that a cost survey of 
the Dried Fruits IndustTy had been made in. 1952. The 
survey w.as actually made in 1950 and not 1952, and it 
was a survey .of the Industry's operations over the years 
1948-49 and 1949-50. The object of the survey was to 
establish the cost of producing DTied F'ruits, so that "the 
cost could be utiliz.ed in c~niputing the price of bulk 
purchases of D:ded FTuits by the United Kingdom Minis
try of Food. 

The whole situation in this Industry has_ changed since 
1948-49, and- I believe that Senator Toohey will agree 
that the Minister for COmmerce and Agricultur,e (Mr. 
McEwen) is justified in his contention that we should not 
consider conditions in 1948-49, but should consider 
present-day conditions. That is quite a Teasonable sug
gestion, an:d Senator Toohey should not attack this 
Government for what happened in 1948-49. The Minister 
is to be commended for offering the services of officers of 
the Department of Commerce and Agriculture, and also 
other asf:!istance, to the gr·O:'"'fers, so that, whatever may 
result from this situation irf which the Industry finds it
self, no c·harge can be laid against the Government that 
it has not done its best. 

I sometimes find myself forced to the conclusion that 
honourable senators opposite have j-oined forces with the 
newspapers in working up a scare about the position of 
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the Dried Fruits Industry~ Apparently certain newspapers 
are trying to undermine confidence in the Industry, and 
that, of course, will do it no good. I do not know why the 
scare has heen started because the Industry does not 
nee;d panic; it needs a little credit. This Government 
will give it credit. Honourable senators ·opposite· 
should remember that the Dried Fruits growing areas 
of South AustTalia are well represented in the South 
Australian Parliament. For example, Renmark is 
represented by Mr. Ross Story who was Tecently elected. 
I believ·e that both Sen'ator Toohey and Senator 
O'Flaherty will readily agree with me that that gentleman 
can quite adequately state the case of the growers to the 
South Australian Govermne:ht. As ·a matter of fact, the 
Premier of South Australia has -offered to defer the water 
Tates owed by the gToweTs, and negotiations in that re
gaTd are still proceeding. Not only the groweTs, but also 
the business people all along the river are irritated by 
the Unfair presentation throughout this country of their 
financial stability. 

Senator O'Flaherty.-Nonsense! There must be some
·thing wrong with the Dried Fruits Industry. 

Senator MATTNER.-1 suggest that the Dried Fruits 
Industry is not assisted by the scare propaganda of the 
newspapeTs and the Opposition. If any unbiassed person 
visits the districts that were mentioned to-day, he will 
be impressed by the abundant faith that all connected 
with the IndustTy have in it. I do not care whether those 
people are butchers, bakeTs, storekeepers, machinery 
agents, feTtilizer suppliers or any one at all; they· aU 
have an abounding faith in the Dried Fruits Industry, 
Therefore, this Industry is not 'in the almost bankrupt 
position that the honourable senator would Wish the 
people of Australia to believe. There is no evidence what
ever ·of any curtailment of expenditure in the areas in 
which the Industry is carried ·on, neither for _plant and 
equipment, nor for Tecreational or .amusement purposes. 
Two years ago, perhaps long before the Opposition ever 
thought of the Dried Fruits Industry, honourable senators· 
on this sid·e of the chamber took up this same question, 
and there was no support from honourable senators 
opposite for those worthy men. 

We have had evidence that Senator McLeay and other 
Liberal senators have been awai'-e of the position which 
might obtain in the Dried Fruits InduStry. What did the 
Minister do when the Ministry of Food contract -ran out 
in Great Britain? I have heard nothing of this from the 
Opposition. The Minister arranged that £80 a ton sterling 
f.o.b. should be the price foT Australian Sultanas, £80 
sterling a ton for Unseeded Lexias, £90 sterling for 
Seeded Lexias, and £70 to £75 stel'ling for Currants. 
All those prices were negotiated by the Minister, and were 
supported by the recommendation of the Australian DTied 
Fruits Association. 

Senator O'Flaherty.-How long ago was that? 
Senator MATTNER.-That was for the whole of last 

year's crop. 
S-enator O'Flaherty.~The honourable senator is quite 

wrong. That crop has not been sold yet. 
Senator MATTNER.-I Sfl.-id "for last year's crop," 

and any one who understands the .Dried Fruits Industry 
knows that last year's crop would be the 1954 crop. 
The honourable senator knows that the 1955 crop has 
not yet reached the maTket. He also knows pel'fectly 
well that th~ fipres that I cited for the year. to which 
I was Teferring are quite accurate. TheTe are only about 
5000 tons of Sultanas still to be sotd, and our Sultanas 
are bringing a great deal more to-day than £80 sterling a 
ton. 

Senator Critchley.-How can they, if they have still 
to be sold? 

Senator Hannaford.-They are selling well. 
Senator MATTNER.-As my friend says, the market 

is freer, and they are selling well. In the 1954 crop we 
had 89,574 tons. I will not give the individual figures for 
Currants, Sultanas and Lexias. Approximately 5000 to 
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6ooo tons are unsold. For 1955, production has been 
78,900 tons, and if the unsold quantity of 5000 to 
6000 tons is added we have a total of 84,000 to 85,000 
tons of Dried Fruits to be sold. The business people -are 
quite confident; They know that the growers have 85,000 
tons of Dried· Fruits to dispose of, they know the value 
of that asset, and they know that Dried Fruits are selling 
r-eadily. It is true that there has been a lag in payment 
owing to the delay in the sales. That is where the Govern
ment might assist, as I believe it will assist on the matter 
of sales tax. After all, the estimated amount of Dried 
Fruits unsold is only about 5000 tons, of a total of 80,000 
to 90,000 tons. That is not a v.ery large amount. The 
business houses and the banks have accepted the lag in 
payments as a reasonable business risk. Perhaps credit has 
been a little restricted, but it has not by any means been 
cut off. We realize that on account of th_is lag· in pay
ments some growers may have experienced slight fin
ancial stringency, but we helieve that this Industry is so 
worth while that the Government will readily give it 
financial support. We know that in the past, particularly 
in the last few months, the growers' representatives have 
be-en in consul-tation with the Government. 

Senator CRITCHLEY (South Australia) .-Senator 
Toohey and Senator O'Flaherty indicated ways in which 
some relief, at least, could be afforded the people engaged 
in .the Industry. From my knowledge of the Industry
and I candidly admit that it is limited-! am satisfied 
that,' for many years, the growers have borne imposts 
which have been quite unfair, and the ~ollective effect of 
whic}l has affected seriously their financial security. They 
have waited patiently for those imposts to be lifted. I 
remind the Government that our Dried Fruits market in 
the United Kingdom, which is -our main market, is being 
threatened by growers in counb•ies which are geographi
cally closer to the United Kingdom than is Australia. 
The growers of those countries are becoming a serious 
source of competition, and the Australian growers appre
ciate that this is so. I suggest that those engaged in the 
Industry a're not so concerned with the means by which 
relief is aff.orded as with the prol\lptness ·with which it is 
given, and the justice of it. The aggregate cost of f•ew 
moving sales tax from Dried Fruits would. not be very 
great, but such action would be of importance to the 
growers. \ 

Whatever the Government has done or has failed to 
do for this Industry during the last twelve months, the 
action that has been taken by Senator Toohey, and which 
is supported by the Opposition, may have the effect of 
hastening a decision by the Government to help the In
dustry. 

Senator McLEAY (SOuth Australia-Minister for Ship
ping and Transport) .-I think that everybody appreciates 
that we are in a changing econQmy. and that very drastic 
changes have taken place during the last twelv·e- months. 
The change-over from government-to-government trad
ing to trader-to-trader trading has been one of the 
reasons why difficulHe·s have arisen. In order to brhig 
about that changeover, the British Ministry of Food un
loaded on to the London market enormous reserve stocks 
-of certain commodities, of which Dried Fruits was one. 
In addition, the Dried Fruits Industry has had to comw 
pete with the Industries .in the United States and 
Turkey. ThOse countries have been disposing of their sur
plus Dried Fruits by exporting them, with the assistance 
of a government subsidy. During the month of January, 
when I was in London, I had the opportunity to confer 
with the Australian representative -of the Dried Fruits 
Board, and I was particularly pleased to find that, 
despite the large quantity of Dried Fruits on the market, 
the volume of sales that ·had been rriade was so great that 
it surprised even the Board member. himself. Ther·e· was 
very keen buying and the position had improved consider-
ably. ' 

I am not unmindful of the fact that not only Dried 
Fruits, but also wheat and many other commOOities, ar.e 
going to meet keener competition on the world markets. 
Australian exporters will be faced with the problem of 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

lower prices and sm·pluses. The one big obstacle which 
we have to surmount in this country ·is reduction of 
costs of production, in order to ease the burden, particu
larly on primary producers. In that direction, I think 
that the supporters of the Australian Labour Party can 
help considerably. In fairness to my colleague, the Minis
ter f.or Commerce and Agriculture (Mr. McEwen), I 
think it should be said that I doubt whether there is a 
man in this Parliament who has done m~e than he has 
to assist the various -exporting industrieS. In connection 
with the Dried Fruits Industry, when it was indicated 
that the British Ministry of Food was ceasing to purchase 
Australian Dried Fruits, he requested, in order that there 
should not he a slump in prices, that the British guaran
tee a floor price up to the end of March. To that request 
the British Government acceded. He said further-

We will not dispose of our surplus stock by the end 
of March. Would you be good enough to carry it till the 
end oi May? 
And the British Government replied that it was pre

pared to do so. 
From the official records supplied by the department 

it is interesting to note that the -British Government had 
guaranteed a support pric-e'on the 1954 pack of Currants 
-1-2 crown £70 a ton, 3~4 crown £75 a ton. The rew 
spective approximate average selling price of those two 
lines was £6'9. and £73 a ton, leaving a deficiency in the 
first case of £1 a ton and £2 a ton on the 3-4 crown. 
Senator O'Fiaherty mentioned Sultanas, on which -he is 
something of an authority. They represent 75 per cent. 
of Australia's Dried Fruit export. The support price was 
£80 a ton, but the average selling price was £86 a ton 
sterling. That means that 75 per cent. of our Dried Fruit 
export realized a price of £5 a ton in excess of the sup
port price. My officers say that the market is still buoyant 
and that the price is fluctuating about that figure. The 
support price of Seeded Lexias is £90, but they realized 
only £58, and Unseeded Lexias, which had a support 
price' of £80 a ton, realized only ·£50/10/- a ton. The 
efforts of the Minister for Commerce and Agriculture 
(Mr. McEwen) in- having the support prices on th.ese 
lines extended to the end of May means that the British 
Government was making a contribution of apProximately 
£350,000. The Minister's work in this matter needs to 
be stated so as to dispel any misapprehension or exaggera
tion of the position. 

Not only the· Dried Fruits Industry but also the 
poultry, wheat and many other primary industries will 
haVe to suffer the rigours of keen competition and lower . 
prices during this changing period. However, during the 
last ·eight or ten years God has been good to these pro
ducers, and indeed to us all, and has sent good seasons. 
Good prices have been realized also, but when difficult 
conditions are experienced in one or two years we must 
he prepared to meet our obligations. The Government is 
only a trustee of the taxpayers' money. It is easy to sug
gest that industries should be subsidized, but where will 
the money be found to do that? Is the Government justi
fied in subsidizing one industry at the expense of an
other? An ·industry such as this provides many problems,· 
and in the last six or nine months the department has 
been keeping a close check on it. 

I pay'·tribute to the Dried Fruits Industry as being one 
of the best organized in Australia. In the early days it 
co-operated with the Australian Goyernment and ar
ranged an orderly marketing production scheme which 
was one of the best adopted in this country. Looking to 
the future, it is obvious that if 75 per cent. of the ex
port -Sultanas-is now bringing a good pric·e there will 
be no great problem if that price can be maintained. 
If other countries can get rid of their surpluses without 
dumping them on the London market, or on other mar
kets, by way of subsidy, the Australian position will be, 
assured. Howev.er, if we have to meet this competition we 
will have to consider how to overcome the problem. The 
Minister has arrariged to meet representatives of the 
InduStry on the 15th June in M-elb~urne. Representatives 
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of the Australian Dried Fruits Association and the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board and expert officers from the 
department will try to iron out both immediate and long
term problems. They will consider a stabilization scheme 
to help the Industry and the general economy of Australia 
so that important overseas returns may be mainta~ned. 

The question .of sales tax on processed food in which 
Dried Fruits are used has been examined and is still 
under consideration, and if anything -can be done the 
Senate may rest assured that it will be. I am pleased to 
be able to announce that the whole of the 1954 pack 
has been sold. About· 5000 tons of Sultanas which are now 
keeping the market alive are bringing a price of £5 
B.bove the support price. I agree with Senator Mattner 
that scaremongers have suggested that the Industry is 
bankrupt; but that suggestion is an exaggeration. How
ever, I am not unmindful that the future holds some 
difficult problems. I assure honourable senators that the 
Government is well aware of those problems as well as 
of those which are associated with other primary-pr.o
,ducing industries_. 

Senator TOOHEY (South Australia) .-in reply
Although there have been some areas of disagreement as 
to the exact state of the Dried Fruits Industry, honour
able senato1;s who hav.e taken part in the debate have 
agreed that it is faced with grave difficulties; and this 
motion has achieved a useful purpose in providing an 
opportunity for honourable senators to discuss them. The 
debate may have a heneficial result in preserving one of 
Australia's basic industries. 

Senator Mattner made an extraordinary contribution 
to the debate when he said that scare reports had been 
published in the press r·egarding the Dried Fruits In
dustry. I have sltudied carefully articles in the press in 
connection with this Industry, and I have not notic·ed 

any scare tactics on the part of _the press. In my opinion, 
the press has underestimated the situation, ,and I believe 
that Senator Mattner was unfair to the newspapers. We 
all criticize the press at some time or another, but when 
it directs attention to disabilities in basic industries, the 
press is worthy of commendation and not condemnation. 
Senator Mattner's statement has no substance. H.e said 
that the difficulties of the Industry ·had been over
emphasized, but h;e went on to say _that a member- of the 
South Australian' Pal'liament, representing one of the 
Dried Fruits areas, had made representations to the 
South Australian Government because of the difficulties 
of the Industry. That was a direct ·contradiction of his 
previous statement. 

Senator Gorton dir1nnissed contemptuously my sug
gestion that foodstuffs which ·contained Dried Fruits 
should be exempt from sales tax. He said it would not 
affect the situation if that were done, but the Minister 
for Shipping and Transport (Senator McLeay) indi
cated that, in his opinion, some -degree of assistance could\ 
be given in that way. He stated that the GoveTnment was 
considering the matter. Therefore, the Minister's state
ment does not support the contention of Senator Gorton. 

The debate has been a reasonable one, ·and has not 
been marked by hostility. Every honourable senator who 
spoke had some regard for the disabilities .of the Dried 
Fruits .Industry. I hope that the interchange of opinions 
will result in benefit to the people who ar'e engaged in 
the Industry so that they will be able to continue their 
important task of· providing food f.or human consumption 
in Australia and overseas. 

Question resolved in the negative. 
A Stabilisation Plan, which appears in this issue, has 

been submitted to the Minister for Commerce, and f 
Senators were informed Of the submission to the Federal 
Treasurer. 

The Victorian fleet .of publicity panel vans. A fourth van is used by thC N.S.W. representative. 
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fJ.ulJ£icit1J 
REPORT BY PUBLICITY SUB- COMMITTEE 

Mr. R. M. Simes chaired the Sub-Gommittee meeting in Melbourne, -on June 15 and 16, when a number of 
matters were dealt with. Decisions at the August meeting were too late for insertion. 

Olympic Games 
Enquiries had already been started to get Dried Fruits 

included in the menus of athletes. Consideration would 
also be given to the best way of utilising the Games for 
publicity value, 

uBeautiful Australia Annual" 
The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board are 

to pay two-thirds of the cost of an -advertisement in this 
publication (which would largely be sent overseas). The 
A.D.F .A. agreed to contribute the balance. 

Tattersall's 
Tattersall's Sweep Consultation would not permit ad

vertising Dried Fruits in its booking 'hall in Fliriders 
Street, Melbourne. 

Housewives' Handbook 
It was decided to issue, free of ·charge, a new recipe. 

book similar to "Family Fare," and that enquiries be made 
whether national distributors of pr0ducts associated with 
Dried Fruits would be interested in inserting advertise
ments in the new book. 

Show Cards 
The purchase of 2500 "For Flavourful Cooking" 

posters and 1000 each of "Currant Boy," "Sultana Girl" 
and "Seeded .Raisin Family" showcards was approved. 

It was agreed to supply free 12 "Seeded Raisin Family" 
showcards for the Canadian Exhibition. ' 

~(Raisin Joe" 
Enquiries made throughout the trade indicated that 

"•Raisin Joe" was becoming fairly well-known as the re
'sult of publicity. 

Consumer Approach 
The Sub-Committee. was asked to consider a novel 

means of further interesting the consumer in the regular 
use of Dried Fruits. The Paton Advertising Service indi
cated that they were -examining a number of ideas. Any 
scheme would be closely tied to -fruit sales. 

Card Series 
While _ the suggestion of the Mildura District Dried 

Fruits Association A,D.F.A. that cards of birds, animals, 
etc. be placed in cartons and packets ·Of Dried- Fruits, 
was appre-ciated, it was felt that considerable cost would 
be involved; that there was always a possibility the 
cards would be discoloured hy sugar from the fruit; and 
that, from the experience of retail contact representa
tives, it was doubtful whether the project would increase 
sales to the extent of the cost. 

Improved Handling Facilities 
A report of recommendations made by the U.S.A. 

Department of Agriculture on food distribution research 
and marketing is to be obtained if available. 

Athletics 
Mildura District Dried Fruits· Association A.D.F.A. 

had generously made available, at their own cost, sup
plies of Nibble Bags for women hockey players during 
their carnival in Melbourne, in June. Head Office had 
arranged d-elivery. 

Melbourne Royal Show , 
A site had -been secured in the Centenary Hall for the 

1955 Show. A full rang~ of packet fruit w:ill be sold; 
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als·o special kitchen canisters full of Dried Fruits, and 
sample Raisin Bread loaves. 

Adelaide Show 
Raisin ice cream and packet fruit will be sold on the 

same lines as at Melbourne. Consideration was given to 
including "Raisin Joe" rulers in sample bags as an alter
-native to balloons and masks, provided the cost permitted. 

The Sub-Committee appreciated the g.enerous offer of 
D. & J. Fowler Ltd. in making available 3000 x -2 lb. 
packets of "Lion" self-raising flour as a free gift inclu
sion in The A.D.F.A. sample bags. A large retail chain 
store in Adelaide had ·ordered 4000 Nibble Bags of Sul
tanas and Seeded Raisins for use at their exhibit. 

It was agreed to assist the Murray Valley Development 
League with their ,exhibit by supplying free literature 
and display material, and by making available, at cost, 
supplies of Nibble Bags for sale. 

Raisin Festival, 1955 
"Women's Weekly" (25/5/55), through effective pub:... 

lie relations by the Organiser of the Festival, gave .excel
lent publicity tO DTied Fruits recipes. The a.dvertising 
cost of the Space would have been approximately £1300 
to the 'Industry. 

Raisin Festival, 1956 
As Mildm·a City Council had intimated to the- Chair

man of the Board that it was desirable for Deakin 
Avenue to be closed only once a year for fe~tivity pur
poses, it was decided that _Mildura Sub-Committee mem
bers should confer with the hospital auxiliary to seek 
their collaboration so that the road could be closed during 
the Easter Raisin Festival. (Permission was subsequently 
received .from the Council to close the road for the street 
procession.-Editor.) 

Pan Pacific Scout Jamboree 
The Sub-Committee accepted with appreciation the 

offe-r of Sunraysia County Council Victorian Boy Scouts 
to sell Dried Fruits packets in the Jamboree shopping 
centre. 
"- Approaches will be made to the catering officer for 
the Jamboree to see whether an arrangement to have 
Dried Fruits includeCI in every menu could be made. 

Made In Australia 
The General Secretary had asked the Made In Australia 

Council for the names of secretaries of the various 
Chambers of Commerce or Business Men's Clubs so that 
direct off-ers could be made to supply suitable -publicity 
material a'nd literature, and to assist in the decorating of 
exhibits with Dried Fruits. 

R.S.L. Annual State Conference 
The suggestion, of the H.S.L. 24 District Board, Mil

dura, that a stall for selling Dried Fruits be secured in 
the foyer of_ the Annual State Conference in July, was 
accepted with appreciation, but permission was l'efused 
by the owners of the building in which the confer!'lnce 
was held. 

Swan Hill Show 
The i-equest of the W·oorinen Branch for advel'tising 

literature and publicity material for the Nyah-Woorinen 
Packers' . Association Dried Fruits display at Swan Hill 
in October, was gladly complied with. 
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Flinders Street Showcases 
The General SeCretary had asked the Victorian Rail

ways whether adv.ertising space would be available at 
the DegTaves Street subway. The Railway had advised 
that as most of the subway was owned by the Melbourne 
City Council little space was available on railway pro
perty, but the request had been added to a long list of 
applicants. 

Miniatur~ Grader and Stemmer 
Consideration was given to a helpful proposal by 

the Mildura Co-operative Frui,t Co. Ltd. that it build a 
miniature grader and .stemmer weighing appToximately 
1000 lbs. and measuring about 14 ft. 3 ins. x 7 ft. 9 ins. 
at a cost .of about £500 (plus sales tax if applicable). 
While the design and efficiency of the machine was. com-

mended, it was considered too large and :heavy f.or in
stalling, dismantling and transporting from . one site to 
another, and would be expensive in· overheads. 

Activities by Individuals \ 
Appreciation was express·ed to Mr. L. M. Moebus, of 

Mildura, and Mr. C. F. Doecke, of Collinswood (S.A.), 
for their efforts in promoting the sale of Dried Fruits. 
Mr. Moebus had offered to include literature in aU out
ward mail, and Mr.· Doecke to publicise Dried Fruits 
during an ·extended tour thTough Central Australia, 
Northern Territory and Queensland. (See photograph of 
High School girls.) ' 

Membership 
It was reported that membership had been granted by 

the 'Royal Victorian Agricultural Society. 

High School girls of Alice Springs, who heard a talk by Mr. C. F. Doecke on how Dried Vine Fruits are 
grown, harvested and processed. Each was given a paCket of Sultanas and the 44Family Fare" booklet, which shoulid 
be of help in their cooking course in the school's new kitchen. 

The A.D.F.A. has supplied Mr. Doecke with additionai booklets and various forms of literature, and an
other 60 .lb. box of Sultanas available in Dal'Win, to support him in visits to Tennant Creek and the Darwin Show. 

Mr. Doecke wTites: HI am seeing the local F·ederal Member-and the Administrator of the Northern Terl'itory 
to see if it is possible to allot far more Dried Raisins to the va1:ious centres where rations for natives are distributed." 

Mr. Doecke's self-imposed work is much appreciated by the Industry, and we hope that the message he is 
carrying will be effective. 

Fo.otnote: Overall publicity through schools is gaining ground with Head Office receiving regular and numer
ous requests for Industry literature from schools, studenGS and teachers. The new editiop of "Dried Fruits of Aus
tralia" has been published, and is much in demand. To cater for project work by school children, a broadsheet o:f 
photographs. and information C·oncerning the Industry is moote~. 
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PUBLICITY-PEACHES, SEASON 1955 
It has been decided that a publicity campaign be 

undertaken in the Commonwealth market. A levy of £5· 
per ton on production has been set and is payable im-
mediately. ' 

This follows the concern to the Industry that Dried 
Peaches are becoming increasingly difficult to market
both in respect to satisfactory prices and popularity of 
demand. 

The position has become so acute that The A.D.F.A. 
Tree Fruits Committee came .to two important decisions 
at their, last meeting-

1. The need to shift unsold stocks of 1955 pack as 
rapidly as possible. It is' f~lt that this can best be done 
by a strong, concentrated publicity campaign in the 
Commonwealth. 

2. The nee'd to limit drying production in the future, 
The following information is provided for the in

formation of growers. 

Popularity 
Dried Peaches are not popular with consumers, for 

all their nutritional qualities. This seems to be as much 
a feature in the United Kingdom as in Australia. On 
the other hand there is a steady demand for Dried 
Apricots. 

In past years annual Peach packs hav-e been disposed 
of satisfactorily due to the shortage of Apricots, but 
with increased production of this latter variety the 
demand for Peaches has declined. 

Marketing 
At the commencement of Season 1955 the following 

quotas were r·eserved for our various markets, and the 
percentage results gained so far are shown~ 

Market 
Commonwealth 

New Zealand 

U.K. an,d other 

Remarks Quota Orders 
25% 15% Quota not expected 

to be exceeded. 
7% Quota quite suffi

cient. 
10% 

50% . 23% Fruit to this market 
is on consignment. 

The United Kingdom market is by no means satis
factory. The fact that 23 o/o of the pack has been con
signed does not mean that it has been sold .. 

At the present time there is still one-thil'>d of the 
1954 stocks still unsold and 97.% of the 1955 stocks. 
Approximately 200 tons of Peaches lie in London ware
houses awaiting buyers. 

In Australia sales also have declined. In 1954 we sold 
159 tons. This year the quota set is 129 tons,. but orders 
to date amount to 76 tons. The Armed Services were, in 
the past, excellent buyers, but demand has declined 
from 65 tons in 1954 to 23 tons for this year .. Yet prices 
for the lower grad·es of ''Choice" and all grades of ''Stand
ard" wer.e reduced for Season 1955. 

Production 
This year (Season 1955) The A.D.F.A. Peaches pack 

is estimated at 515 tons, but orders for all markets so 
far are 137 tons. 

While we hope that the publicity campaign will sell 
the greater pr-oportion of 192 tons, we cannot over
look the fact that if 100 tons of 19551 fruit is available 
in the United Kingdom for 1956 that market will not 
want further supplies, and with another pack -of some 
500 tons coming forward in 1956 we will experience the 
same trouble all over again. 

Co-operation by Growers 
The A.D.F.A. Tree Fruits Committee, therefore, 

strongly. urges that growers d"o not dry in 1956 but sell 
their fruit fresh. 
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This iS a drastic recommendation to make, but the 
Committee considers the 'present and future marketing 
indications necessitate its adoption by growers for their 
own ultimate benefit. · 

Bonus Discount 
Surveys of the market indicate that any form of 

publicity will have to be on a long-term basis; in that 
consumers will have to be educated to the nutritive 
qualities of Dried Peaches. In -consequence, it has 
been felt advisable to gral).t a 20% bonus discount to 
the trade-coupled with the· distribution of leaflets on 
the use of Dri~d Peaches to grocers throughout Aus
tralia. 

~~~~·~~~··~~~~~·~·~~~~~~~~·~~·~·~~ 
t . l 
<I <+ 

i BARMERA l 
<I <+ 

ts CO-OPERATIVE : : : 
<I <+ 
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• <+ 

i LIMITED l 
f Barmera ~ 
tl ' <I <+ 

J Dried and Fresh Fruit I 
• Packers <+ • <+ 
f ~· i General Merchants l 
i : . : 
~ Agents for Land, Insurance, Life Assurance, <+ : ~ 
~ Hospital and Medical Benefits, Motor • 

: Vehicles, Implements, Household Appliances. : . : 
~ <+ 
•lrflfi!rf!"61!fl!il.!fitil~~!'fllil!$l~"·"~·"·~~tf!lil!il!iltf!filtil!'fl"! 

ACTIVITIES OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Analysis of Visits. 

Businesses Geake Sloggett Kilian 
Self-service 104 83 27 
Grocers . . . . 705 693 122 
Mixed Businesses . 605 690 231 

u General Stores . . . 312 297 60 
Delicatessens . . . . 187 91 52 
Not Analysed . . . . 1,066 

Burgdorf 
34 

240 
138 

84 
1,466 

2,979 1,854 492 1,962 

Nearly 7300 visits have been made since the commence
ment of the campaign to the middle of August, 1955. To 
achieve this, the publicity vans have run over 74,600 
miles. ' 
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PRUNES PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN 
It was reported to the Tree Fruits Committee at its 

July meeting that following approaches made to New 
South Wales, Victorian and South Australian proc·essors 
(A.D.F.A. and non-A.D.F.A.), the following anange
ments had been reached. 

The only processor who had not yet agreed to join 
in the campaign was the Griffith Producers' Co-op. Co. 
Ltd., a!ld it was being approached. 

All processors: 

A levy of 10/- per ton each season during the period 
of the campaign. 

N.S.W. and' Victorian processors: 

1. That subject to all Prunes processors in all States 
agreeing to contribute to a joint campaign a working 
committee consisting of a representative from ·each 
State be appointed. 

2. That a secretary for this working C·ommittee ·be 
appointed who would be responsible for collecting all levies 
and paying accounts incurred. 

8. That the working committee engage an advertising 
agency to prepare suitable leaflets for distribution. 

4. That these leaflets, when printed, be made avail
able to A.D.li'.A. Head Office for distribution to grocers 
with Dried Vine li'ruits leaflets and for slip-in insertions · 
in issues of "Family Fare" posted from Head Office. 

If a recipe book was later published this to go out with 
copies of Hli'amily li'are." 

5. The A.D.F.A. to be reimbursed foT all time involved 
and expenses incuned in carrying out the distribution 
service. This would cover-

Proportion of time of female wrapper in packing 
up Prunes leaflets; 

Extra postage du~ to increased weight of packets; 
Overhead (a) to compensate for expense in account

ing and recording time; (b) to compensate for addi
tional time taken in handling heavier bulk mail. 
It was agreed that subject to acceptance by G1·iffco, 

the campaign for N.S.W. and Victoria could be started. 
S.A. processors: 

To maintain their own separate fund and to conduct 
their own form of publicity in South and Western Aus
tralia when deemed desirable. 

RAISINS FOR ~~REDEX" 
"Redex" trial competitors chose Raisins for their. emergency kits during their arduous round-A~stralia test. 
With car!'! heavily laden with essential gear the need fo1· small packs of a highly concentrated food like 

Raisins is apparent. 
The Raisin packs were sp·ecially prepared as part of The A.D.F.A. Publicity campaign and were on to the 

~ars befoTe they left Sydney on August 21. 

"REDEX" FOR PUBLICITY 
Bearing in mind the need to maintain cqnsumer con

tact through the main chal').nels of The A.D.F.A. ·cam
paign, the use of publicity through the "Redex" Trial has· 
been kept in its proper perspective. 

In effect, it has been use-d for its topical aspect and 
the publicity sought has been on these lines. 

A great deal of money can be spent on topical features 
such as the "Redex" Trial, but their efficiency as a seller 
of Dried Fruits must be assessed in comparison with the 
r·egular and patient work of visiting Tetailers, telling 
them of the uses ·of Dried Fruits and gaining their good
will. After -all they are ,our salesmen. 

We must also assess whether it is more beneficial in 
the long run to provide point-of-sale literature for the 
housewife regularly throughout the yeaT or spend large 
sums on a topic which is all the rage for a fortnight and 
is then forgotten for 12 months. We must also assess 
whether the large majority of housewives is really in
terested in "Redex" and to what extent linking "Redex" 
with, Dried Fruits will create sales. 

There has -been no lack of support by The A.D.F .A. 
Publicity campaign in utilising "Redex." Apart from pro
viding emergency packs ·Of fruit to all contestants so 
that our publicity can claim that Dried F1·uits were 
chosen by all crews for stamina and eneTgy The A.D.F.A. 
in.serted, at appropriate times, advertisements in the 
various capital city newspapers. (See page 57.) 

/ Despite soine remarks to the contrary by a River daily _ 
newspaper The A.D.F.A. at no time refused support 
to the "Raisin Joe" car sponsored by the V.F.G.P.A. 
A great deal of time was given to assisting the organisers 
of the "Raisin Joe!!. car, and leaflets, recipe books and 
window stickers were supplied fr,ee. But The A.D.F .A. 
declined to spend funds on financing a car crew when it 
considered greater, and less risky, publicity could be 
gained by supplying every crew with fruit and making 
this known through press advertising throughout Aus
tralia. 
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UndeT the system of direct mailing, pointwof-sale leaf
lets of the same kind as were given to the V.F.G.P.A., 
were despatched to all grocers. throughout Australia. 
Such leaflets, bearing a different message each time, are, 
in fact, sent out regularly as part of The A.D.F.A. cam
paign and ·have been found to be a most popular way of 
publicising Dried Fruits. 

Altogether, including 'press advertising, The A.D.F.A. 
has spent -some hundreds of pounds on using "Redex" as 
a topical publicity medium. The amount spent has been 
carefully assessed against the value of the "•Redex" Trial 
as a means of selling Dried Fruits. ' 

Perhaps the foregoing rather labours the ''R~dex" pub
licity angle, but_ in vi-ew of the adverse comments noted 
from time to time regarding the extent of A.D.F .A. 
participation in the "Redex" Trial, grow8rs will un
doubtedlY appreciate the explanations now given. 

Report by Mr. A. E. Geake, Publicity Representative. 

The "emergency pack" of Vine Fruits issued to com
petitors contained 2 x 8 oz. "Raisin Joe" packets of 
Raisins and 2 x 8 oz. "Raisin Joe" packets .of Sultanas. 

This pack was issued to all competitors who passed 
through the scrutineering section at James N. Kirby 
Pty. Ltd., Joynton Avenue, Zetland, with the exception 
Of one competitor, Mr. Pitt, Car 72, Morris Oxford. (All 
food packs offered by other company sponsors were re
fused by this competitor.) Mr. Pitt stated that his oWn 
pack of e-mergency Tations was sufficient. 

It was pleasing to find that this pack was even more 
popular than last year as 52 per cent. of this year's entries 
were competitors from "1954- Redex." 'Favourable com
ments on the value of the pack was received from every 
driver that had re-entered this year. 

The introduction of four 8 oz. cartons instead of two 
16_ oz. proved to be the outsta:t;1ding feature, as many 
competitors had mentioned that dust had penetrated the 
16 oz. pack when part consumed. This point was stressed 
when handing over the pack and competitors generally 
thought this to be a definite advantage. 
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In regard to the use of window transfel'S three 
cars started without transfers. The drivers stated that 
these WGre sponsored vehicles and couldn't use transfers 
or stickers without permission-9 vehicles on which the 
transfers were used on the outside bodywork and 168 cars 
are carrying the transfer on the im:;ide of the glass sec
tion ·of the r-ear door on the driver's ·side in the majority 
of instances; this position should be the best if a dOse-up 
photograph is taken of the driver. 

Out of a total of 182 entrants (2 non-arrivals) 177 cars 
are carrying (/Raisin Joe" transfers which gives a cover
age equal to any co-sponsor in this event. 

On the question of Dried Fruits literature for distribu
tiori by drivers and crew en route, this did not meet with 
success. Most drivers are anxious about passing the 
scrutineering and time is limited during the running of 
this. event, also I found that with sixteen other co
sponsors waiting to interview the drivers it was not pos
sible to hold lengthy discussions. 

Ours is the only one man co-sponsor team operating at 
the "Redex"; all other organisations are using four or 
six, although I feel that even with assistance the result 
on distribution of literature would still be the same. 

Reference "Raisin J,.oe" Car No. 111. I contacted Mr. 
Johnston on his arrival for scrutineering~two transfers 
were used on the vehicle and the pack was issued in the 
normal :iway. All other offers of help were refused as 
Mr. Johnston stated that all arrangements for material 
and Nibble Bags, etc., had been completed. 

This entry looked very bright and attractive and the 
''Raisin Joe" pictorial work was very well done. The 
slogan, "SultanaS for Stamina," was used; I had ex
pected to see the "Raisin Joe" slogan. 

At the start of the event on .Sunday, 21st, it was most 
unfortunate that a loss of 14 points were incurred for 
late arrival as they were expected to check in one hour 
before starting time. · · 

This late arrival also robbed them and the Industry of 
an opportunity of further publicity, as the public were 
admitted to this section of the marshalling· area ( esti
mate of crowd, 25,000) and the vehicle was in this area 
for only 15 minutes before bei:pg moved off in the direc
tion of the starting line. 

Numerous comments were passed by the crowd about 
the "Raisin Joe" car and several people took snapshots 
of the vehicle. 

I had a photographer take a shot of the car and crew 
which will be forwarded .. 'later. 

On the two-minute intervals between the start of. each 
competitor a bi·ief description of car and crew was given 
over the P.A. syStem by Mr. Terry Byrne, Public Rela-· 
tions Offic-er for "Redex." Added to this "plug" on the 
"Raisin Joe" ·car I had it mentioned that The A.D.F .A. 
had issued competitiors in both the 1954 and 1955 trial 
with an emergency pack ·of Dried Fruits. 

After the "Raisin Joe" car had departed from Parra
matta Showgrounds, Mr. F. Hedland and Mr. G. Hume 
made themselves known and arrangements were mad-e 

for a chat during lunch hour on Tuesday, b'Uit these 
arrangements did not eventuate. 

Issues were ·made as follows:-
Competitors (2 non-arrivals; 1 refused) 
Extra issues (8 crew m-embers) . . ~ . 
Official film unit (A. Keen) . . . . . . 
Official "Redex" car . . . . . . . . . . 
Official press car (Robinson) . . . . . . 
Australian Sporting Car Club officials 
"Redex" officials . . . . 
" 1Redex" Sarina Control car 

179 
9 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 

·1 

Issued . . . . . . . . . . . ... 
Stock on hand . . . . . . 

.. 197 
3 

Received .. . . 200 

Official plane not issued with pack. 

OEPEX drlvt>rtt thtJtJse 
entrfy packed ·re~isins 

for tHUflniHfl 

L .• L -rl. 

Crews in the around-Australia 
Redex Trial are carrying 
emergency picks containing 
Sultanas and Seeded Raisins. 
Yon may not be competing 

in the Trial, but you need the daily ration of extra 
energy and good health that Currants, Sultanas and 
Seeded Raisins supply. Use them in cakes, pud7 
dings, pies, sweets and meat dishes. Packaged dried 
fruit is also handy for athletes, hikers and school 
children. 
Send now to The A.D.F.A., Dept. WA7, Box 4524, 
Melbourne, for your free recipe book. Enclose a 
3-!d. stamp to cover mailing costs. 

Raisin Bread is good for you 
OF6l.!O.B/511 

• TI:-IE AU'STIIALIAN DRIED FRUITS ASSOCIATION 

DIET EXPERIMENT ON CHILDREN 
ChildTen must not be made to like anything; they must want it themselves. 

Attmctively coloured food interests the child. 

These two points were made in an aTticle in the Mel
bourne "Herald" (May 31, 1955), on a diet experiment 
at a Newcastle (N.S.W.) Kindergarten. 

It is noted that Raisins are low on the Jist, and it is 
interesting (though disquieting) to observe this, seeing 
that the choice of 61 different dishes was left entirely 
to the child. 
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CHILDREN LIKE A LITTLE OF A LOT 
By Frank Snow. 

"The. average four-year-old toddler, suddenly ·left to 
his own choice of food, would probably sit down to a 
meal ·something like this-chips, green jelly, slice of 
orange, piece o:f frankfurt, couple of Prunes, a biscuit, 
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some junket mixed with raw carrOt, and maybe a date 
or two. The combination would represent a fairly well
balanced diet. 

HThe meal is based on the records of an experiment 
recently carried out with 53 yOung childr.en attending 
the Mayfield Free Kindergarten. 

"T.he children were allowed to select their own lunch 
everv day for a month from a changing array of £ood 
ranging up to 61 different dishes. 

"Of the 9292 helpings served during the experiment, 
some youngsters asked for-and got-,as many as 18 
different servings at one sitting. 

"Object of the experiment was to see if young children 
would manifest a natural instinct for balanced eating, 
and to test the value of self-intr.oduction to foods they 
mightn't have eaten before. 

"Mrs. Julie Solomon, who initiated and superviS"ed the 
experiment said she had found that:-

'The average child has sufficient initiative to 'try out' 
strange foods. 

'Most young children, given free choice, will automati-
cally incline toWard balanced foods. 

'They 'like a little of a lot' of different foods. 
'To 'feel quite free' about food helps a child's appetite. 
'Over-emphasis of its importance onl~ disturbs a 

child's approach to food. 

'Any conventional order of courses means nothing to 
most youngstel's-'only likely to confuse them.' 

' 'Choose-your-own' food tactics, scal-ed d_own\ to the 
home budget, could help mothers with their y:oung 
family's food problems.' 

"The 61 food items listed fol' the experiment included 
grilled meats, steamed and fried fish, bacon, liv.er, corned 
beef, brains, stew, mince, frankfurts, sausages; tripe, 
cheese, ric·e, boiled eggs, also beaten egg-white, eggs 
hard-boiled and egg-pie, various puddings, most vege
tables and various fruits (raw -or cooked), and, needless 
to f?ay, meat pies. 

"Potatoes were either mashed, baked or chipped, or 
even raw. 

"Chips headed the list of servings, with 560, which was 
about one in 16 of _the total 9292 helpings. 

"Jelly ( 5 31) was next, then orange (50 0) , frankfurts 
(487), ice cream (487), Prunes (462), biscuits (424), 
sandwiches (345), apple (327), junket (319), followed 
by baked potato, raw tomato, Dates, raw carrot, Raisins, 
tinned fruit and so on. 

"Meat pies were only twentieth on the list, with 185 
helpings-only about one in every 50. 

"Bottom of the list together, and totalling only 14 
helpings, were swedes, parsnipl and tripe. Stew was 
second last and liv-er third last. Only 20 helpings of 
spinach were asked f.or. 

The Sunraysia Women's Hockery team, who ate small packets of Raisins-instead of sucking lemons and 
or~n~es.--before the.ir matches an·d at hal•f-time intervals, d~ring t·heir recent visit to Melbourne. The eating of 
Ra1sms by athletes Is well known as_ a means of creating energy and stamina. 

-.:.Photograph by courtesy of "The Herald & Weekly Times!' 
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"Mrs. Solomon said colour undoubtedly had a lot to 
do with a child's approach to food, especially where 
strange dishes were concerned. Brightly-coloured f.oods 
caught their eye. 

" 'RecordS show that quite a number of children ate 
at kind~rgarten some thmgs they refused at hoine,' said 
Mrs. SOlomon. 

" 'This suggests that some mothers may have been get
ting· their children to .eat certain things under some form 
of .duress.' " 

INTERVIEW WITH SPONSOR 
The General Secretary later arranged for Mr. A. E. 

Geake (publicity representative) to interview the sponsor 
of the test, to ascertain the l'eason for the poor response 
to •Raisins. 

His report reads:-
"Prior ·to commencing this experiment the mothers -of 

the children Wel'e approached for permission to serve 
these types of meals and to list the nonnal home diet of 
the ·children concerned. These records show that no Dried 
Fruits of any type were served in the raW state to any 
of these childr.en at home. 

"Mrs. Solomon stressed the view that three types of 
Dried Fruits-Prunes, Dates and Raisins-were listed in 
the first twenty most popular dishes out of a total of 
61. These were placed as follows-

Prunes . . 6th 
Dates . . 13th 
Raisins . . 15th 

"On order of preference Mrs. Solomon considers this 
rather good, and they have been included in the·diet for 
the children. 

"It has been found that Dried Vine Fruits are more 
popular with children in the raw state than cooked, as 
some kid dies discarded fruit from cake; but the same 
kiddies ate Raisins and Prunes when served in raw 
state in dishes during the meal where they were allowed 
to help themselves. 

"In regard to preference of Prunes over1 Raisins, Mrs. 
Solomon thinks this is due to

( a) Appearance. 
(b) A trace of tartness in Prunes (similar to a tart

ness in apples) which the kiddies seem to prefer. 
(Personally I think that early clinic routine in 
regard to Prunes ·would be one of the factors for 
its popularity.) 

"The two main factol:s mentioned by Mrs. Solomon in 
the lack of popularity of Raisins-

(a) No appeal as to colour. 
(b) •Raisins are inclined to be difficult for younger 

children to eat as they stick to their teeth. Had 
Muscatels been used instead of Raisins thiS result 
would have been higher." 

OPINIONS OF PRUNE TASTING 
A Food Tasting evening, recently held by the Food 

Technology Association, included 2 x 7 lb. tins of 
''Choice" 50/60 Prunes provided by The A.D.F.A. among, 
the canned fruit items under review. 

Opinion sheets were made available to members and 
visitors, Prun~ being given a code number. The follow
ing 27 opinions were submitted:-

Appearance-Good. Taste-Good. 
Siz.e makes them attractive to a buyer. Palatable and 

fresh. 
Colour and flavour good; but too sweet. 
Skin rather tough, but I assume fruit was taken straight 

from tin. Flesh tasty and sufficient. Fruit could be' bigger. 
Very palatable Prune. 
Very full of nectar but flavour seems to· be lost more 

than is us'uai. Good Prunes. 
Colour-fair--slightly blotchy. General appearance-

good. Size-large and even. Texture-poor-too 
"doughy." Flavour-fair. 

Very good taste. Appearance very good. 
Tastes good and looks good but the skin is too toug·h. 
Flavour-good. BodY-soft. As good as I have tasted 

-I don't like Prunes. 
Lacking in flavour. Well p1·ocessed. 
Appearance and softness good. Flavour not quite 

10 0 per cent. 
Rather tasteless-tough. Good appearance. 
Texture-rather dry. Flavour-quite good, sweet and 

characteristic. 
Skins somewhat tough; otherwise good. Colour and 

grading good. 
Appearance-g·ood; taste-fair; texture-slightly 

tough. 
Satisfactory, thoug'h have lost some flavour. 
Slightly too dry and size not unifmm. 
Quality good; size good; taste-excellent. 
Could be a little more· moist. Very nice. 
Good fleshy Prune; nice flavour. 
Excellent product. Large fruit well selected. Tender 

and full flavour with plenty of flesh on stone. 
Lacks strength of flavour. Very good regards moisture 

content. 
Appearance-excellent. Colour-good. Flav-our-quite 

good. A commendable product. 
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Quite nice-just right perc·entage moisture. Very 
slightly off after flavour. 

Taste-insipid; size-good. 
Skin tough; flavour good; texture floury and glutinous. 

UNITED STATES: RAISIN PUBLICITY 
The following extract should be of interest to Aus

tralian growers who are contributing towards, their own 
publicity campaign. 

The Californian Advisory Board. has announced that 
expenditure totalling $317,000 (£A145,200 approx.) has 
been tentatively approved to promote Raisin sales during 
the 1955-56 marketing season. It includes $214,000 
(£A95,500 approx.) to be Used in a magazine advertising 
campaign, $50,000 (£A22,300 approx.) to promote th-e 
use -of Raisins -in bakery products and $53,000 (£A23, 700 
approx.) for use in the California Dried Fruits Associa
tion's grocery display programme. (''San Francisco Ex
aminer,'' May 30, 1955.) 

DRIED FRUITS SAMPLES AT PAN
PACIFIC WOMEN'S CONFERENCE 
The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board has 

received a letter of appreciation from the fan-Pacific 
Women's Association for Dried Fruits samples, pub
licity material and photographs made available to the 
Association's Triennial Conference in Manila last 
January. 

The Dried Fruits were on display until the last day of 
th~ Conference, and then distributed. The- fine sample 
bOx was presented to the Manila President of the P.P.W.A. 
with an expression of good will from the Australian dele
gates. The cartons were distributed among the delegates 
and observers and the contents called forth much praise. 

The photographS were not distributed at Manila. One 
of the delegates was lecturing for the Y.W.C.A. at 
Hong Kong, Bangkok, and _along the Malayan Peninsula 
to Singapore. She took the photographs with ·her and 
distributed them at centres en route. 

Thirty-six copies of "Dried Fruits of Australia" (pub~ 
lished by The A.D.F .A.) were distributed among the 
International delegates. 

Page Fifty~nine 



The new type of display unit which is being loaned to grocers. The position of the aue,ndant shoWs how 
accessible it is to customers. Wherever these units have been installed in shops there has been a marked sales in~ 
crease during their use. The usual period on loan to a gr.ocer is a fortnight, the unit then being transferred to 
another grocer in accordance -with an application list. Further units are' being manu.factured, and some of them will 
be sent to Sydney B:nd Adelaide. 
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A.D,F.A. "NEWS" 
We are anxious to continue to improve the presen

tati{)n of the 14News," so that it will be as informative as 
possible to growers, but a check in our records reveals 
that very few contributions are being received from 
Branches and District Councils. 

It is·, therefore, urged that Branches and DistriCt 
Councils consider the appointment of a special press 
correspondent who will be responsible to forward items 
for inclusion in the uNews" quarterly. 

The use, of the "News" as a means of liaison with 
g'rowers is invaluable, and there niust be many matters 
of industry and horticultural interest in each district 
which will be informative and helpful to growers in 
another district. 

RIVER COUNCIL, S.A. 
Tree Fruits Committee 

The Chairman (Mr. R. M. Simes) reported that a 
sdggestion from the Board of Management had been 
approved that a separate Tree Fruits Committee and 
Prune Committee be formed. 

It was resolved that the matter of the constitution 
of the Tree Fruits Committee be brought before 1955 
State Conference. 

Stabilisation Plan 
Referring to the proposed approaches to all Federal 

Members of Parliament, the Chairman announced that 
he had met Mr. A. R. Downer, M.H.R., at Waikerie, 
and after a long discussion had agreed with Mr. Downer 
that any stabilisation plan would necessarily have to be 
approved by Cabinet. 

Publicity 
Mr. Francis asked Council whether any arrangements 

could be made for out-of-pocket expenses, incurred by 
the girls attending Mil dura Raisin Festival, to which Mr. 
Simes, who is also Chairman ·of the Publicity Com
mittee, rep1ied that he did not think such a step was 
practicable. -' 

A.B.C. Four-Day Forecasts 
M1·. Busbridge stated that the Loxton District Council 

had asked for a meterological station to be set up in the 
Upper Murray. Members felt that the "further out
look" as supplied during the last harvest, read in con
junction with the barometer, served a very useful 
purpose. 

COOMEALLA 
Two meetings were held recently; the' first on Stabil

isation, when Mr. Eric Orton, Chairman Red Cliffs Branch, 
'addressed about 60 growers. Members decided to sup
port a scheiDe of Stabilisation. Mr. Orton also reported 
on experiments he had carried out on sub-standard fruit 
in 1949-50. 

Mr. J. Duncan, of N.S.W. Department of Agriculture, 
reported on results of apple moth spray trials on Mr. 
Bert Brown's and Mr. W. Pillar's properties. 

BARMERA 
At the annual meeting in July, reports were given by 

the chainnan and the Harvest Labour Bureau; also 
report on "The Stabilisation Scheme" by Mr. R. M. Simes, 
(Board member). The evening concluded with the colour 
film, HLeigh Creek Coalfield," 

The branch sponsors the Harvest Labour Bureau, 
which greatly -as:;;ists in placing labour obtained by the 
Commonwealth Employment Service. 
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WOORINEN 
Owing to the bad drying conditions last season, interest 

is high for· Rack Dehydration. Experiments carried out 
by the local research farm 38 H. in conjunction with 
officers of C.S.I.R.O., were enceur~ging, as many tons 
of fruit were saved. Further experiments are to be 
carried out in October with the assistance of Dr. Martin, 
of the C.S.I.R.O. 

GENERAL SECRETARY VISITS 
BRANCHES 

Nyah, Robinvale and Merbein Mee.tings 
On August 8, 9 and 10 the General Secretary 

(Mr. R. B. , Curtis) visited the Nyah, Robinvale and 
Merbein Branches. The visits coincided with exceed
ingly bad weather, which may have cau::;ed the small 
attendances. With the exception of Robinvale, it was 
disappointing to note that the younger growers (in 
whose hands the future of the Industry rests) -did not 
attend the meetings to any great extent. 

At Nyah and Robinvale Mr. Curtis surveyed The 
A.D.F-.A. as a growers' organisation, and explained in 
detail the activities and responsibilities of Branches, 
District Councils, Federal Council and the Board of 
Management. Reference was made to the Stabilisation 
Plan, which has been submitted ·to the Federal Govern
ment through the Minister for Commerce and Agricul
ture; to the various approaches by the Board of Manage
ment to dispose of sub-standard fruit to the distilleries 
by seeking the permission of the .Minister for Customs 
and to manufacturers for the extraction of by-products 
on a commercial basis; and to the limitation of vine 
plantings as recently recommended by the Australian 
Agricultural ·Coun'cil. 

The Cqmmonwealth market and -its potentialities was 
surveyed at some length and publicity activities· were 
fully explained. Examples of publicity display material, 
poillt-of-sale literature and general propaganda ·were 
made available to the growers for examination. 

The Merbein meeting dealt with publicity with some 
reference to· the Commonwealth market. ·· 

Messrs. H~ H. Goodll\an and I. G. Cameron, repre-_ 
senting the Board of Managenlent; attended the Nyah 
and Merbein meetings respectively. 1\!Ir. J. S. Allison, 
Victorian Dried Fruits Board member, was present at 
the Merbein meeting. 

At the conclusion of each meeting growers asked a 
number of questions, which Mr. Curtis answered. 

EXECUTIVE APPOINTMENTS 
W.A. Branch. 

A. G. Watt, Ch"airman; ·c. A. Sharman, Vice-Chairman; 
A. J. Bishop, Secretary. 
Ro-binvale Branch. 

M. W. D. Firth, President; L. B. Stevens, Vice-:Pre_si
dent; L. J. Pendleton, Secretary; L. R. Stevens,. V. Wil
son, G. Black, G. Herriman, A. R. Buchecker (also News 
corresp-ondent), A. Spiller, A. Lawson, F. Parish (Com
mittee)·, G. Black, C.S.I.R.O. representative. 
McLaren Flat Branch. 

R. F. Trott, Chairman; R. Ward, Vice-Chairman; F. 
Crawford, Vice-Chairman; E. S. Dennis, secretary; Reg. 
Elliott, Auditor; P. T. Wait, C. F. Trott, P. W. Moritz, 
I. Bruce (Committee). 
Mildura District Dried Fruits Association. 

J. 1R. Gordon, Chalrman; J. Henshilwood, Vice-Chair
man; J. Newman, Secretary; N. A. Johnson, H. F. 
Thomas, W. Morris, F. R. Messenger, W. B. Rawson, A. 
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R. Mansell,. J. S. Cutler, S. J. Lancaster, J. T. Lochhead, 
F. G. Lloyd (Committee). 

S.A. Prune Growers' Association. 
R. F. Trott, Chairman; D. W. Haynes, Senetary; W. 

H. Penna, J. S. · Read, D. Trescowthick, C. Thorn, D. 
Farmer, J. J;I· Klar, E. Dennis (Committee). 

Lake Boga and Tresco Branch, 
A. Codling, President; W. Crowe, Vice-President; P. 

E. Winter, Secretary. A. Codling, W. Turner, P. E. Win
ter (Delegates to District Council). 

Curlwaa Branch. 
L. B. O'Donnell, Chairman; J. A. Page, Secretary; W. 

J. Smith, J. B. Primmer, L. McLeod, A. McGeorge, R. 
Pike, D. J. McLeod, T. H. Hancock (Committee); J. B. 
Primmer (Delegate); R. H. Pike (Deputy Delegate). 

Clare Branch. 
W. H. Penna, Chairman; J. S. Read, Secretary; P. H. 

Statut01tlJ 9Jawtd~-
vrcToRrA 

A meeting, chaired by ·Mr. Parker J. M.oloney, was 
held in June, when a number of matters were dealt with. 

Lexias-Raisins 
The Board examined a request from the Common

wealth Dried Fruits Export Conh•ol Board that favour
able consideration be given by the State Boards to 
amending the Dried Fruits Regulations, to provide for 
the substitution of the word "Raisins" for the word 
"Lexias" on the grounds that the name "Raisins" would 
aid the marketing of this variety in overseas markets. 
It had been found that consumers in the United King
dom were not familiar with the term "Lexias," and 
those desirous of purchasing Raisins were invariablY sold 
a variety of Sultana produced in other countries. 

The Victorian Board agreed to the amendment. 

FW'ther Plantings 
It was agreed to Tecommend that no further plantings 

of Lexias or other varieties of Dried Fruits should be 
made until satisfactory overseas markets were avail
able. 

Stabilisation of the Industry 
The Board decided to ask the Victorian Minister of 

Agriculture to give full support to representations which 
haye been made by the IndustrY to the Minister for 
Commerce and Agriculture on stabilisation of the 
Industry. 

Sales Tax 
It was agreed that the Board should ask the Minister 

of Agriculture to make appropriate representations in 
support of any action being taken by The A.D.F.A. 
towards obtaining relief from tax on Dried Fruits 
included in Raisin bread and other manufactured food
stuffs. (Alas, this helpful support achieved nothing with 
the Fe-deral Treasurer.-Editor.) 

NEW SOUTH WALES 
Personnel of Board, 1954 

Chairman; Mr. G. J. Evatt. 
. Mr. L. B. O'Donnell and Mr. J. J, Murdoch represent-. 

ing Dried Vine Fruit Growers. 
Colonel the Hon. T. Steele, M.L.C., representing Dried 

Tree Fruit Gr~wers. 
Mr. P. ~· Cox, representing Dried Tree Fruit Growers. 
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Quirke, J. H. C. Buzacott, A. A. F. McAskill, L. J. Moyle 
(Committee). 
Waorinen Branch. 

J. R. Oswin, President; J. Jorgenson, Vice-President; 
R. C. Polkinghorne, Secretary; H. T. Clutterbuck, Assist
ant Treasurer; W. L. Allnatt, N. M. Byrnes, E. J. L. 
Ray, P. Gooduian, R. E. Fergus-on, A. H. Hatfield, C. L. 
Moth (Members); H. H. Goodman, W. A. Cockroft, P. T. 
Byrnes (Cptd. Members); L. Bi~hop, Packer. 
Barmera Branch. 

C. W. Till, Chairman; J. V. Foot, Deputy Chairman; 
R.·C. Harvey, Secretary; R. G. Hallam, T. Simes, E. D. 
Sims (Committee); R. ~. Simes (ex officio). 
Angaston Branch. 

B. J. S. Ninnes, President; E. R. Radford, Vice-Pt·esj
dent; D. Trescowthick, Secretary and Treasurer;· D. 
Farmer, Auditor; L. S. Plush, T. Chapman, F. Chapman, 
'R. Young, W. G. Ahrens, C. B. Robin, C. Thorn, R. D. 
Thorn, P. B. Boehm (Committee). 

Production .in 1954 
Vine Fruits." 

Currants ..... . 
Sultanas 
Lexias .... 

Total .. 

Tree Fruits. 
Prunes .... 
Peaches . . . ..... 
Nectarines . . . . . . 
Pears ....... . 

Total 

All Fruits 

591 
7,012 
1,249 

. . 8,852 

2,747 
21 

3 
1 

2,~47 

.. 11,6991 

Dangers of Over~planting 
The Annual Report for 1954 states that experience 

has shown that there is a definite limit to the available 
markets for Dried Fruits. This refers particularly to 
Dried Vine Fruits, but similar diffiCUlties can arise in 
the marketing of certain Tree Fruits, although in the 
latter case the producti(;m is much smaller. 

Discharged Servicemen \on Extended Areas 
at Coomealla 

New South Wales, says the Annual Report, has 
authority under the approval ·of the Agricultural Council 
to allot land to -r;lischarged servicemen for the planting
of 3000 acres of vin-es for Dried Fruits-its share of 
the 12,700 acres of Australian plantings. By the exten
sions to the Coomealla Irrigation Area there have been 
allotted 190 farms, s-ome portions of which are now in 
production, planting having started in 1951. To the end 
of the 1954 season approxiinately 1490 acres of vines for 
Dried Fruits have been planted. 

Prune Experiments in the YOung District 

The State Department of Agriculture' 'continued its 
experimental and research work in Prune growing in 
the Young District. Applications of various fertilisers 
on D' Agen Prunes were made throughout the period 
and are continuing. Spray treatments for rust control 
were applied. 
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Income and Expenditure Account for the Year ended December 31, 1954. 

Expenditure. Income 
Allowances-

Chairman and Secretarial .. £500 0 0 
Conhibutions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,636 8 5 
Dried Fruits Publicity Committee-Part 

Members .. . . . . .. .. 400 0 0 Refund of Contribution . . 19 1 (} 
£900 0 0 Registration Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 0 0 

Salaries and Allowances~ Allowance in Lieu of Interest . . . . . . . . 120 0 0 
Clerical . . . . .. .. 757 5 2 
Typing .. . . .. . . .. 100 0 0 

Travelling Expenses-
Chairman, Members and Staff .. 

Inspection Services-
Commonwealth Inspection_ at 

Packing Houses .. 166 0 0 
Special Inspections, etc. 257 13 1 

Contributions~ 
Consultative Committee 10 0 0 
Western Australian Dried 

Fruits Board . . .. . . .. 10 0 0 

Prune Investigations ......... . 
Postage, etc. . . . . 
Printing and Stationery 
Audit Fee . . . ... 
Office Rental, etc. _.. . . . . 
Election Costs . . . , . . . . 
Sundry Expenses . . . . . . 
Surplus-Excess Income Over Expendi-

ture . . . ...... , .. , .... . 

857 5 2 

234 5 6 

423 13 1 

20 0 0 
8 11 3 

48 0 8 
24 19 3 
10 10 0 

159 18 .5 
25 14 0 
47 0 5 

30 11 8 

£2,790 9 5 

Balance Sheet as at December 31, 1954. 

£2,790 9 5 

----··--· ---------:------------------
Liabilities. 

Accrued Charges . . . . . . 
Fees and Contributions Paid in Advance .. 
Accumulated Funds~ 

Balance at 1st January, 
1954 . . . . . . . . . . £5,111 2 6 

Add~Surplus from In-
come and Expenditure 30 11 8 

£360 12 
41 12 

7 
7 

5,141 14 2 

£5,543 19 4 

Assets. 
Cash at Treasury . . . . . . . . 
Contributions Outstanding .. 
Prepayments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Office Equipment at Depreciated Value 
Sundry Debtors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.. £5,303 16 4 
60 17 10 
23 12 10 
94 14 8 
60 17 8 

£5,543 19 4 

-··--·--====-'---------==== 
.------------------·----

Red Cliffs Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd. 
BOX 139 RED CLIFFS FITZROY A VENUE 

Includes in its Activities and Services .. 

• Dried Fruit and Citrus Packing 
• Block Services and Harvest Requirements 
• Garage - Lubritorium - Hardware ~ Electrical Services 
• Engineering Services 
• Real Estate, Business Agents 
• Insurance - Fire, Life, etc. 
• Financing Production Costs 

Owned and Controlled by Red Cliffs Growers. 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST l _______ _ 
----------------------------------------------------~ 
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SOUTH AUSTRAipA 
Personnel of Board, 19?4 

Government Members-
Mr. F: M. McMillan (Chairman). ' 
Mr. A. G. Strickland, C.B.E., --M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy 

Chairman). 
Growers' Elected Representatives- - __ 

Mr. C. W. Till and Mr. J. R. Jemison, Irrigated Areas. 
Mr. R. J. Ward, Non-irrigated Areas. 

Review of 1954 Season 
The Annual Report for 1954 shows the total pack for 

.season was-: 
Dried Vine Fruits. 

Currants 
Sultanas . . . . . . 
Lexias . . . . . . . . . ... 

Dried Tree Fruits. 

Prunes .. 
Peaches 
Apricots .. 

Tons 
6,175 

10,281 
5,596 

22,052 

Tons 
808 
547 

1,283 

Nectarines .. 
Pears .. 

67 
88 

2,793 

Note.-1954 season figures are still subject to revision. 
Total Vine Fruit figures·, although below those of last 

season were above average production and q1,1ality, and 
reflect~ the coming into production of new areaS. Tree 
Fruits were also well above average production, due 
mainly to the restricted intake of the canning industry. 

Quotas 
In accOrdailce with-the-agreement between the Boards 

of all producing States, the final quotas of 1954 season's 
fruit released for the home market were:--

Currants, 30 per cent releasing 3,978 
Sultanas 16} per cent releasing 10,282 
Lexias 22i per cent releasing 3,150 
Prune~, 50 per cent releasing . . 1,946 

19,356 

No quotas were necessary in respect to other Tree 
Fruits, as the total- production could be absorbed by the 
Australian market, A disturbing feature is the reduced 
demand for Dried Vine Fruits on the home market. 

Income and Expenditure Account for Year ended February 28, 1955. 

~To Administration-
Board Fees . . . .£750 0 0 
Secretary's Fee .. 1,000 0 0 
Rent . . . . 277 10 0 
Consultative Committee. . 20 0 0 
Audit Fee.. . . . . . . . . 20 0 0 
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . 7 5 0 0 

----£2,142 10 0 
Office and General Expenses 195 2 3 
Printing and Stationery . . . . . . 133 5 4 
Travelling Expenses 284 10 9 
Inspection Service . . . . . . 921 0 0 
Board of Appeal Expenses . . 102 18 6 
Depreciation . . . . . . . . . . 21 0 0 
Balance Surplus Transferred to Accum-

ulated Reserve Account.. . . . . 2,129 19 9 

£5,930 5 10 

By Annual Contribution . . . . 
Packing House Registrations 
Interest . . . . 
Sundry Income 

.. £5,589 2 6 
32 5 0 

305 15 4 
3 3 0 

£5,930 5 10 

Accumulated Reserve Account. 
----

·To Balance at 28th February, 1955 .. .. £8,605 14 3 By Balance 1st March, 1954 .. £6,475 15 3 
Surplus for Year Ended 28th February, 

1955 . . .. . . " " .. 2,129 19 0 
···-··----

£8,605 14 3 £8,605 14 3 

Balance Sheet as at February 28, 1955. 
----------------

Liabilities. 
Fees Paid in Advance--Packing 

Registrations . . . . . . . . 
·Board Fees Reserve Account .. 
Sundry Creditors . . . . . . 
_1\ccumulated Reserve AccoUnt 

House 
£31 0 

20 11 
20 0 

8,605 14 

£8,677 5 

0 
6 
0 
3 

9 
---·---

Assets. 
Sundry Debtors . . . . . . . . . . 
Cash at Treasury . . . . . . . . 
Cash at Commonwealth Bank 
Commonwealth Loans (£6240) .... 
Furniture and Fittings . . . . . . . . 

.. £1,494 2 
1,082 19 

100 0 
5,687 17 

312 6 

£8,677 5 

5 
7 
0 
3 
6 

9 

-'-~·----·------- ~-__:___-

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
The Board met in May, under Deputy Chairman Mr. 

J"as. Duff, jun. Messrs. G. Hawke, C. A. Sharman and 
W. H. Taylor were present. The same members attended 
meetings in June and July. 

Revised Quotas 1955 
The following revised quotas for 1955 Season's Dried 

Vine Fruits were approved:-
Currants, 20 per cent releasing 
Sultanas, 15 per cent releasing .. 
Lexias, 25 per cent releasing .. 
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Ton·s 
1,800 
9,000 
3,000 

f3,80()_ 

Growers' Contribution 1955 

Resolved: "That the Growers' Contribution for 1955 
be, and is hereby fixed at 5/3 per ton, agents and the 
Consultative Committee to be informed accordingly, and 
the fecretary to arrange for a notice to be inserted in 
the Government Gazette." 

Amended Regulation. 

The Board agreed to amend Dried Fruits Regulations 
to delete all mention to the term "Lexia'' and to insert 
in its place the term "Raisin," and also to insert the 
term "Seeded Raisins" to provide for a pack of Mus
catels and/ or Walthams." 
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