


KNOW YOUR A.D.F.A. (6) 
Since the new "News" was first published the feature of '~Know Your A.D.F.A." has dealt with the func

tions and powers of the Association in respect to its fOrmation and m'ethod of conti·ol by growers. As indicated 
in the last issue it is now desirable to briefly recapitulate what has already been explained in necessary detail· in 
other words a <~refresher" is nee{}ed. ' 

Duties and Powers of Branches. 

Usually Branches are grouped into District Couhcils on a geographical basis. For example the Branches in 
the Sunraysia area are g'l'ouped into the Mildura District Council. A Branch is admitted as a member of The 
A.D.F.A. ·by Federal Council 1 although a District CouncH may deal with interim applications. Branches appoint 
their own Boards, Committees, Trustees and Executive for internal matters. They must record data useful to the 
IndUstry. Within- the few revelant Rules and Regulations of The A.D.F.A. Branches may establish their own Con
stitution. 

Duties and Powers of District Councils. 

District Council may adopt its own Constitution, subject to ratification by State Conference. The Council 
comprises 1·epr-esentatives of the grouped Branches. Representation must be·, as near as ·practicable, proportionate 
to the interests of The A.D.F.A. membership of those Branches. Basis of representation may be -changed whenever 
considered desirable. In the event of a State Conference not being held a District Council may submit items to 
Federal Council. 

Duties and Powers of State Conference. 

State Conference consists of represe-ritatives of District Council in a State. Conference deals -with matters of 
State-wide interest. It appoints representativ{;!s to Federal Council, and determines district representation at the 
successive State ConfNence. Each State Conference may adopt its own Constitution subject to ratifi-cation by Fed
eral Council. It shall meet annually pdor to Federal Council meeting, unless District Councils unanimously decide 
it need not meet. Representation must be, as near as practicable, proportionate to districts' interests as reflected 
in A.D.F.A. membership. Conference deddes what it~ms shall be submitted to Federal Council. 

Duties .and: Powers of Federal Council. 

Council is the "Growers' Parliament"-it is the custodian of The A.D.F.A. Constitution. It has all power 
and authority. Only Federal Council may amend the Constitution. It admits new members to the Association, ap
points members to the Board of Management, fixes the annual' rate of Head Office levy, examines finance and 
transacts such other business as is necessary. Its proceedings are confidential. Council must meet_ annually, and' at 
each meeting a Chairman must be elected. Representation must be, as near as practicable, proportionate to the 
Branches, Districts and States respectively as reflected in A.D.F.A. membership. At present Federal Council con
sists of 27 growers' representatives,' 3 Agents' represent~tives and the Board of Management. 

Duties and Powers of the Board of Management 

The EoaH:I is the executive servant .of Federal Council, and carries out its policies and decisions. To ensur-e 
that the many matters with which the Board is constantly confronted are correctly and speedily performed a
Chief Executive Officer (the General Secretary) is appointed who is assisted by a Head Office· staff. 

Representation of Packers· and Agents. 

-Representatives of packing houses may be admitte-d-to Branch membership, and shall be admitted to mem
bership of District Council. Agents are members of State Conference, where they may vote on all matters except 
those on which growers only are entitled to vote. Agents are also members of Federal Council. 

Growers Govern A.D.F.A. 

It may well be seen that by growers' representation at Branches, the control of The A.D.F.A., through the 
suceessjve filters of District Council and State Conference, is safely in the hands of Federal Council. The Con
stitution of The A.D.F.A. is, in many respects, unique. Its elasticity of functional powers is undoubtedly so. 

THE WELL-BEING OF THE A.D.F.A. RESTS IN THE HANDS OF THE GROWERS. BY REGULAR 
ATTENDANCE AT BRANCH MEETINGS GROWERS AUTOMATICALLY ACCEPT THE RESPONSIBILITY 
WHICH IS THEIRS. 

THE PACKERS' JOB 
Behind our cover picture lies the vital and complicated organisation within a packing house. It is largely 

the packer-cum-banker set-up that is an integral part of most growers! affairs. T-he 'Packing house is where the. 
growet• seeks his production needs and many of his domestic requirements, and they have become ''part and parcel'" 
of his daily life. 

It is at the packing house that the fruit pools are condu-cted, which, under A.D.F.A. Rules, ensure that each 
grower receives the benefit of an equal share Qf sales from every market. 

Und€1' an arrangement where The A.D.F.A., the Export Board and th-e Packers variously contribute to a re
search program.me, much is being done in the packing houses in ·collaboration with C.S.I.R.O. 

It is well worth any grower's time to have a day at his local packing house. There is much he will learn. 
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Edita'tial 
A.D.F.A. SALES PROMOTION DRIVE 

At the 1950 A.D.F.A. Federal CoUncil the Boal'd of Management was authorised to ex~mine the possibilities 
of a special sales promotion publicity_ cainpaign in the Commonwealth. 

Unfortunately the proposed -campaigfl.: suffered- a Serious setback with the collapse o:f the 1951 Dried Vine 
crop, and while full supplies were made. available -to 'the local ·market vitai preference marketS were severely 
rationed. It was, thm"efore, reluctantly decided that the position at that time did not warrant the institution of 
an immediate campaign. 

Over some years the cycle· o:f lqw erops, toi~ther with distribution problems caused by irregular shipping, the 
effects of strikes and other causes, has made it difficult to assess the true requirements of the local market and 
the time when it would be opportune to expend large funds on advertising. This position was further aggravated 
by the essential heavy price rises that have been taken over rec.ent years. In short, a series of extraordinary 
conditions in the Industry at a time· of Qrastic monetary inflation li~ve conflicted with estimates an·d plans of the 
Industry generally, 

However, some better appreciation of the Industry's position is now possible, following this year's Dried 
Vine crop and recent developments in markets. 

In 1951 excellent fruit was fully available to the trade, but being 3.t appreciably higher prices, the season 
was considered, to a great extent, to be a test of the trade's consumptive capacity. It has resulted in a heavy 
carryover of unsold sto-cks of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias in buyers' hands which will need to be -sold .before 
there is a demand for this (1952) season's fruit. With full supplies available from the near 70,000 ton 1952 crop 
Agents report that ·deliveries are well below those at the san1e time of last year. 

This situation, together with trade reports that less Dried Vlne Fruits Will be sold in the Commonwealth 
this year, indicates that aspects of marketing which have been difficult to determine for some while are now be
coming apparent. The indications are that the time has b:een reached when plans for sales promotion publicity must 
be started. Federal Council 1952 will need to decide whether expenditur-e of sOme £40,000 from levies of 5/- per 
ton on the 1952 crop and 10/- per ton on the 1953 crop, as proposed by the Boal'd of Man'agernent, will bring re
sults. To assist it in reaching a decision Pr-eliminaries are in hand from which a report will he prepared. To under
take the investigatory work the Board of Management have appointed a Publicity and Public Relations Officer to the 
Association's staff. 

The Board also has requested growers and those aSsociated with processing, distribution and selling to sub
mit their views and suggestions on methods of promoting sales. The General Secretary will be pleased to receiv~
them. 

M.B.E. CONFERRED. 
The Honour bestowed on Mr. Malloch by Her Majesty is well earned, and the congratulations of the In

dush·y have been supported from all over Australia and from overseas. 

Mr. Malloch left his native Perthshire in the Scottish Highlands and started his Australian car-eer as a clerk. 
Then, after a period of work on a Dried F-ruits block he joined- the hymple Packing Company, where his out
standing ability quickly took him through various posts of responsibility to the ultimate pres-ent position of Man
aging Director. 

His work on The A.D.F.A. Board of Management and the Export Control Board is known to grow.ers over 
the many years. His business -capabilities and his wide knowledge of the Industry were never mol"e exemplified than 
during the vitally important, difficult and extremely involved negotiations with tl}e U.K. Ministry of Food, when as 
a representative of the Export Control Board, Mr. Malloch took a leading pmt. 

As a. citizen Mr. Malloch saw service with the A.I.F. in the 1914-18 war, and to-day intel"ests himself in 
!llany altruistic activities; Legacy being first. 

lti- ~;:_t; June meeting of the Board of Manag~ment the desire was unanimously expressed that Her Majesty'~ 
i·ecognitioh of Mr. J.V~t;,l~-Qch's .senrices to the A!J-stralian ·Dried Fruits Industry should· be recorded in the minutes. 
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!JJ(Ul/td 4 Management !i)eei,{}-iO.nj 
The April meeting (J{ the Board was fully attende:l. A long Agenda was disposed of under the Chairmanship 

of Mr. H. D. Howie, O.B.E. The main items which were considered are summarised for~ rapid perusal. 

Import Re£trictions. 

The extent that the Industry would be short of essen
tum matel'ials as a result of the Federal Government's 
policy of restricting imports is being ascertained, and 
the Customs and Commerce Departments will then be 
requested to ensure that adequate supplies are available 
~hen needed. 

Vine Pack Estimate, Season 1951. 

At" the 31st March-the estimate showed 69,926 tons of 
Vine Fruits as against 73,000 tons considered at the 
February meeting of the Board. · 

Economy of Mid-Murrcly District. 

A conference took plac·e at Nyah ·west on tb.e 9th 
April between representatives of the Mid-Murray Valley 
District Council A.D.F.A., the Mid-Murray Extension 
C'oril-niittec, and the Victorian Minister for Agricultul'e 
(Hon. G. Moss). Mr. Moss was accompanied by the Hon. 
P. T. Byrnes, lVI.L.C., the Victorian Director of Agricul
ture, the Victorian Superintendent of Horticulture, and 
various Departmental officers. An officer appointed by the 
New South Wales Government attended. Discussions re
lated to the proposal that a joint Hovernment Committee 
he set up to examine the economy of the Mid-Murray 
Valley district and the extent to which Dried Fruits 
growers shoul·d change to other forms of primary pro
duction. Whilst no final decisions immediately resulted 
the Minister did indicate that the Victorian Government 
would accept the responsibility of investigating the prob
lems of the Victorian area of the district. Furthermore, 
he promised to confer with the appropriate Federal and 
New South Wales Ministers regarding the· formation of 
the joint Committee. (It is pleasing to learn now that 
agreement has been reached by the respective govern
ments to form- a joint Committee. Terms of reference are 
now being prepared.-Editor "News.") 

Extra Plantings. 

The Minister for Commerce and Agriculture (Hon. 
J. McEwen, M.H.R.) as Chairman of the Australian Agri
(·.ultural Council has advised that before the Council 
would agr·ee to an expansion of plantings beyond present 
allocations the matter would need to be very carefully 
studied in all its aspects. At present the existing statisti
cal position of plantings within existing allocations is 
being closely examined; as also is the extent of .increased 
absorption of grapes by the wine industry and the future 
of the wine industry itself. The Minister gave the assur
ance that the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, which 
has undertaken a detailed study on behalf of the Irriga
tion Production Advisory Committee, will consult with 
the indUstries most concerned before ·a factual analysis 
ib submitted to the I.P.A. C. 

Gummosis in Apricots. 

D-isappointment was felt on learning of C.S.I.R.O.'s 
, dr~cision to cease active participation in the gummosis 
research programme, and the Board advocated recon
sideration as the continuation_ of joint research in~o 
Apricot gummosis was far too important. As it would 
seem that progress in research now depended on the 
availability of suitable staff, the Board recommended 
that The A.D.F.A. District Goun-cils in South Australia 
1·equest the State Government to take such steps as would 
ensure that _the work is intensified. 
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Grade Fixing. 
In order to expedite the delivery of Seeded Raisins to 

the Commonwealth mark-et, The A.D.F.A. will ask the 
Department of Commer.ce to fix tentative samples for 
Lexias for seeding as eady as possible in the season. 

<l:> Research. 
Mr. W. V. Ford, General Manag-er of Mildura Co-op. 

Fruit Co. Ltd., has been appointed to The A.D.F.A. Re
search Committee. A suction unit, impOrted by The 
A.D.F.A. from U.S.A., is to be instaUed at one of the 
packing houses of the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Co. 
Ltd. for -experimental and research pu1·poses. An experi
mental machine, which shows promise of provkling pack
ing houses with improved cleaning facilities for Dried 
Vine Fruits, has been constructed by C.S.I.R.O. at its 
experimental workshops at Maribyl:nong with funds pro
vided by The A.D.F.A. and the Packers' Associations. 

Examination was given to a request fro111 the Loxton 
Branch A.D.F.A. for· infoTmation concerning ·bulk de
hydration. As the Board understood that some experi
ments had been undertaken by C.S.I.R.O. it was decided 
to ascertain whether a progress report could be made 
aYailable. Reference was also made to the experiments 
which are being carried out on rack dehydration by· the 
Nyah-Woor:inen Enquh'Y Committee and C.S.I.R.O. at 
Experimental Station 38H. 

Pool Receipts. 
In accordance with the wishes of Federal Council 

.:950 and on the basis decided by the Board of Manage
ll'lent, packing houses have been requested to submit a 
J•eturn for each Season 1951 pool as fi.nalisation took 
place, so that it could be ascertained whether or not 
more than '£1 per ton had been held in excess of 60 days. 

Pay .Roll Tax. 
The Board decided that the Minister for Agricultu·re 

should be requested to emphasise to Federal Cabinet the 
necessity for relieving primary producers of the burden 
of Pay Roll Tax if increased production is to be en
wuraged and costs of production are to be kept at a 
minimum. 

Vine Fruits Distribution, Season 1952. 
After a ·very ·careful -examination of comparative sales 

f'nd deliveries to the Commonwealth market this year 
and the extent of the stocks on hand by the trade at the 
beginning of the season the Board considered that 20,200 
tons would tentatively meet th-ese requirements. It was 
concerned to note the announcement by the Consulta
tive Committee that 26,000 tons could be sold, and it was 
agreed that the Committee, through the Victorian Dried 
Fruits Board, should be asked to supply their sources of 
information. 

Competition from Subsidise-d U.S.A. Fruit. 
Whilst sharing The A.D.F.A.'s concern at the action of 

the U.S.A. Government in subsidising export raisins on a 
world-wide basis the D-epartment of Commeree have in
timated that until concrete evidence is_ given that such 
subsidisation has prejudiced the Australian Industry a 
protest to the U.S.A. would not be productive. 

Promotion of Sales. 
The Board, concerned with the- drop in Commonwealth 

sales this season, feel that an intensive publicity cam
paign is now necessa1·y, and havte recommended to.
Branches that a Publicity Officer be appointed to Head 
(lffice staff. · 
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. ,The n~xt m.e~ting ~f the Board was held on 11th to 13th June when, amongst numerous items for co_rt• 
sider.ahon,, t.he QV.C:!>bon of sales promotion publicity was examined which lead to the selection and appoiptment 
of a Pubhc1ty Officer. A special article appears in this issue on public!tY by The A.D.F.A. ', 

Sulphate of Ammonia, 

The Commonwealth iS to be asked that the existing 
subsidy be renewed when due for revi·ew. 

Vine Pack Estimate, 

Since the April meeting tonnages had varied from 
69,926 to 69,234. Currants had dropped by 327 tons and 
Sultanas by 590 tons; Lexias had improved -by 225 tons. 

Extra Plantings, 
On the first day of meeting the Boa1·d had most com

prehensive discussions with Mr. E. N. Lewis, Acting 
Principal Research Officer of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics in regard to any expansion of the Australian 
DTied Fruits Industry as may be -considered by the Aus
h'alian Agricultural Council. 

The result of these discussions and the Association's 
views appear elsewhere in this issue. 

Gummosis in Apricots. 

In answer to the request of the Board that C.S.I.R."O. 
reconsider its decision to withdraw from joint research 
with the South Australian and Tasmanian Departments 
of Agriculture and the Waite Agricultural Research In
stitute, the Board learned with regret that C.S.I.R.O. 
was unable to do- so as it could not provide 'an experi
en-ced officer and found difficulty in adequately super
vising junior staff from the main laboratories at Can
berra. Equally, the transfer of the research work tu 
Canberra Would have obvious disadvantages in that the 
sites for active research were in South Australia and 
Tasmania. 

The Board Jearned that representations for increased 
research activity had been submitted to the South Aus
tralian Premi'er by The A.D.F .A. River Council, S.A., and 
that arrangements had been made for a deputation of 
memberS of The A.D.F.A. Non-Irrigated Coun-cil S.A., 
&upported by representatives from the River Council and 
the S.A. Fru_itgrowers and Market Gardeners' Associa
tion, to visit the Soutl'l Australian Minister for Agricul .. 
ture on the 13th June. 

Grade Fixing. 

The Association has intimated its readiness to the 
Department of Commerce and Agriculture to confer with 
the Department's officers on improve-d grade fixing pro
cedure. 

Packing and Processing Research. 
Numerous research activities by The A.D.F.A. were 

:reported to the ·Board and appear in this issue's Horti
cultural and Research Notes. So far £1112 has been con~ 
tributed by The A.D.F.A. and £1061 by the various 
Packers' Associations. 

U.K. Grades and Premiums. 
The Board set the premium grades for Season 1952. 

In addition,. final a-ccount sales differentials were set 
for all varieties of Dried Vine and Tree Fruits. 

Interstate Char-ges Fund. 
After a careful examination of the costs of shipment 

to intei·state ports -as supplied by Agents had been made, 
the South Australian rate of growers' retention for Sea
son 1952 was set at £5/5/- per ton. 

Hessian Preservative. 
The Commissioner of Taxation has been 1·e<iU-ested to 

exempt from sales tax the solution used to preserve 
hessian. 
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Hail-marked Prunes, 

These will ·be sold this year as pal't of quota at 
A.D.F.A. pric-es similar to the appropriate counts of 
Standard grade. 

State ,Board Quotas. 

Careful and full consideration was given to the pre
mature assessment of the Consultative Committee that 
~6,000 tons of Dried Vine F,ruits could be sold in the 
Commonwelath this year, and to the pr~cipitate press 
announcement by the Victorian Dried Fruits Board. It 
was considered that the initial quotas set by the State 
Boards was far too high and not in the best interests of 
A.D.F.A. growers. · 

Vine Fruits Distribution, Season i952. 

Having due r-egard to the vario~s factors causing a 
reduced demand on the Commonwealth market this sea~ 
son, particularly the lower deliveries (2659 tons) so 
far as compared with those for the same period of last 
year, the Board r·eassessed its estimates and considered 
Commonwealth sales would be now in the vicinity of 
18,000 tons. Interim allocations for expo-rt were, ther-e
lore, made. 

Export Control Board Membe-r. 

The appointment of a marketing member is strongly 
supported by the Association. 

Federal Council 1952. 

This year's meeting is to be held in Melbourne on the 
23rd and 24th October. 

- Other Matters Considered. 

The General Secretary is to· personally press with the 
Department of Customs the need for immediate permits 
so that ess-ential imported materials, particularly grease
proof paper, may be secured for the Industry; trade 
journals are to be asked that where they publish retail 
prices of DTied Fruits all grades of eaeh variety be in
cluded; membership of the Health Publicity Council was 
renewed for 1952; the balancing date ±:or the Associa
tion's annual a-ccounts has been changed from 30th 
September to 31st August; packing houses who have not 
flied any insurance returns with Head Office for 1952 are 
to be asked to do so; Mr. J. B. Carvosso was approved as 
a substitute Agents' Representative for the June meet
ing in place of Mr. H. W. Newton. 

"FROST CONTROL 

m the Australian Dried Fruit Areas" 
by 

H. W. KING. 
This booklet, now in its second Edition, which con

tains details of frost phenomena and means of control 
and prevention, should be possessed by every grower. 
Copies, free of cost, may be obtained by writing to 

THE GENERAL SECRETARY, 
The A.D.F.A., ·46 Queen Street, Melbourne, C.l. 
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1952 PACK AND ITS DISPOSAL 
Last January the- -pre-harvest estimate of Dried Vine Fruits was placed at 73,000 tons. By March when 

deliveries had been made to packing houses and packing was in progress the estimate stood at 69,926 tons. At the 
June meeting of the Board of Management latest estimates were, by reason of the quantity of fruit no-w packed, 
a great d-eal firmer and showed 69,234 tons .. By districts, this latter tonnage is dissected in the following table. 

Currants Sultanas LexiaS Total 
District, ton& tons tons tons 

SunraySia .. 4,002 37,100 4,135 45,237 
Robin vale 1,550 700 2,250 
Nyah-Woorinen · .. 305 6,970 470 7,745 
South Australia .. 4,141 6,484 640 11,265 
·western- Australia 2,367 190 180 2,737 

10,815 52,294 6,125 69,234 

As ·a result of the fall in the~ pack its allocation to the Australian and overseas markets has been difficult 
to assess, and even at the June meeting the Board decided that the entire crop should not, as yet, be completely 
allocated. 

The quantity which should be retained for the Commonwealth market caused no little difficulty,/ but it was 
seen from the reports being received from the trade by the Board that sales would be down this year. An early 
assessment (March) placed the market's requirements at approxh)lately 20,200 tons. This assessment remained un
altered at the Board's April meeting, but when the Board met again in June it could not fail to recognis·e from the 
information before it that this estimate would· be too high, and reluctantly reassessed the market's needs at 
18,000 tons. The most important factors on which the Board made its r·eassessment were:-

The heavy 'carry-over of fruit (3000 tons) from the previous season. 

The extreinely heavy drop in demand for Currants and Sultanas so far this season. Compar'ative de
liveries, excluding the Services, to the end of May for 1951 and 1952 showed a reduction of 2659 tons made 
up as follows:-

1951 
1952 

Currants 
tons 

2,116 
922 

Sultanas 
tons 

3,680 
1,869 

Lexias 
tons 

109 
455 

Total 
tons 

5,905 
3,246 

down 1,194 down 1,811 up 346 down 2,659 

A section of distributors ha-s indicated to A.D.F.A. agents that as adequate stocks of Seeded Raisins 
are now being maintained deliveries may be spaced out in the future. 

As an indication of the trend of d·emand for Dried Vine Fruits this season distributors in Western Aus
tralia have placed their firm requirements for the year which are shown to be some 28 per C·ent. less than 
last yea1~. 

Discussions, at the time of the .Board meeting, with representatives of the trade show that credit re
strictions induc-ed by the calling in and limitations of bank 'overdrafts, the continued lack of allied ingredients 
and the high and rising prices of most, if not all, o.f these allied ingredients have been contributing causes for 
the reduced demand. 

By varieties the following comparison shows the differ
ence of deliveries (this time with the Services included), 
at the end of May in 1951 and this year. 

Variety 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias .. 
Apricots .. 
Peaches .. 
Pears .... 
Nectarines .. 
Prunes .. 

Total Vines 
Total Trees and Prunes 
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1951 
ton:s 

2,230 
8,876 

109 
250 
30 
30 

6 
238 

6,215 
554 

1952 
tons 

a28 
1,880 

431 
220 

49 
22 

4 
178 

3,239 
473 

--

Based on all' the foregoing information the Board, 
therefore, decided to make the following interirp. alloca~ 
tions. 

Cur~ Sui~ 
Market rants tan as Lexias Total 

ton:s ton:s ton:s tons 

Commonwealth market 4,600 9,000 4,400 18,000 
For disposal by Export Con-

trol Board 6,000 42,200 1,600 49,800 
To be held in abeyance 215 1,094 125 1,434 

10,815 52,294 6,125 69,234 

--~ --- --
whic-h necessitated a further release to the Export Con-
trol Board of 500 tons of Currants and 200d tons of Sui-
tan as. 
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SUNRAYSIA ACREAGES 
As a result of additional checking of acreages under drying varieties of grapes the figures quoted in the 

January-March issue of the "News" have been amended in respect to Victorian plantings, and extended to include 
New South Wales. Figures now ar·e:-

VICTORIA. 
NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Cur- Sui-
Cur- Sui- Area. rants tan as Lexias Total 

Area. rants tan as Lexias Total acres acres acres acre3 
acres acres ac:->Js acres Cul']waa W.O. & I. C. 154 487 97 738 

F.M.I.T. 2,093 8,146 1,584 11,823 Coomealla w.c. & r.c. 374 2,033 72 2,479 
F.M.I.T. private , .. pumps 103 540 141 784 Pomona 55 520 90 665 
MeTbein S.R. & w.s. 1.258 5,106 478 6,84-2 Gol Gol-BuTonga 20 480 50 550 
McTbein private pumps 7 133 62 202 Tl·entham Cliffs 15 325 so 420 
Red Cliffs S.R. & w.s. 903 8,793 970 10,666 Monak 5 39 20 64 

4,364 22,718 3,235 30,317 623 3,884 409 4,916 

EXPANSION -OF THE INDUSTRY 
One of the functions of the Australian Agricultul'al 

Council is to consider wh<ether the economy of the Dried 
Fruits Industry, as it is known from time to time, will 
permit the planting of increased acreages of Dried Vine 
::>nd Tree Fruits and Prunes. This function is particu
larly related to the effect of increased production on the 
economy arising from an extension of plantings of drying 
variety grapes, i:tnd it will be remembered that in recent 
months The A.D.F.A. issued a brochure explaining the 
eeonomic effect on the Industry of increased plantings 
in the light of existing world production, and at the 
same time asked the Minister for Commeree and Agri
culture, as Chairman of Australian Agricultural Council, 
that the views of The A.D.F.A. ·b~ obtained before the 
Council considered any recommendation for submission 
to the State· Governments concerned. 

As a result of the assurances receive-d from the Minis
ter that The A.D.F.A. would be consulted the Bureau of 
Agricultural Ecnnomics, who have been requested by 
the Irrigation Production Advisory Committee to pre
pare a report for submission to the Council on the effect 
which increased grape plantings would have on the Dried 
Vine Fruits and Wine Industries, arranged for Mr. E. 
N. Lewis, their Acting Principal Research Officer, to 
interview the Board at their June meeting. 

At the conclusion of the discussions the Board -crys
tallised the Association's views in the following resolution 
which was immediately conveyed to the Bureau with the 
request that it be incorporated in their report. 

Resolved: 
"That The A.D.F .A. views with considerable concern 

any immediate plans ·or proposals for the expansion of 
the Dried Vine Fruits Industry beyond the a-creage al
ready agreed to by -the Australian Agricultural Council. 

"It bases its views on the following factors:-
(a) At the present time, grapes equivalent to 10,000 

tons of Dried Vine Fruits are being diverted to 
wineries. With increased production of wine vari
eties of grapes and reduced consumption of wine, 
which is now in evidence, it is not unreasonable to 
assume that 5000 tons of Dried Vine Fruits will 
return to the market. 

(b) 

(c) 

Planned expansion of the Dried Vine Fruits In
dustry by the various States to the extent of 
8500 acres and private expansion of 1000 acres 
will further increase produ-ction hy 18,0,00 to 
20,000 tons per annum. 
The diversion an·d expansion 1tonnage will of 
necessity be shipped to the United Kingdom, and 
added to our present shipments would give an 
average annual· supply to that market of 45,000 
to 50,000 tons. 
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(d) Prospects for successful marketing of this ton
nage are at present obscure. The U.S.A. crop 
forecast for 1952 is 300,000 tons, and of this 
150,000 tons will be exported. In 1951 the U.S.A. 
Treasury paid an e·xport subsidy of 35 per cent. 
of the f.o.b. value and reduced world parity of 
fruit from £105 to £65 per ton. Greece and 
Turkey have large tonnages they are unable to 
sell at £85 per ton. The cutting of price by- U.S.A. 
has resulted in decreased consumption on the 
Continent. It is considered that-U.S.A. -will press 
its exportable surplus in 1952 and future years 
on British and Continental markets by means of 
Treasury subsidies or internal industry subsidy 
plans. 

(e) The contract with the. Ministry of FoOd expires in 
1953. There is no indication of renewal, but on 
the ·contrary we have advice that the U.K. Treas
ury is considering an interim form of decontrol 
of Dried Vine Fruits. 

(f) In general we consider that supply of DTied Vine 
Fruits from U.S.A., Greece, Turkey, Spain, South 
Africa, Persia and Australia is greater than world 
consumption. 

(g) The inflationary trend in Australia, which has 
caused a heavy increase in costs of labour, 
materials and services in our industry, places us 
in a most unfavourable position, from a competi
tive point of view. 

(h) We consider that any plan for expansion of the 
Dried Vine Fruits Industry should in principle be 
supported by a Government guarantee of cost of 
production to present and future producers. 

11The A.D.F.A. particularly urges that consideration 
of expansion be deferred- fOr twelve months pending 
f'larification of U.S.A. ex·port policy ahd U.K. marketing 
policies." 

Mid~Murray District. 

Agreement has ·been reached between the Victorian, 
New South Wales and Federal ·Governments·to set. up a 
joint Committee of -enquiry into the economic future of 
Mid-Murray district, particularly in regard to the pro
duction of Dried Vine Fruits in that area. Terms of re
ference are now being drawn up. The Committee is to 
consist of one repr·esentative from each of the follow~ 
ing:-

Victo-ria.-Department of Agriculture, Lands Depart
n.tent, State Rivers & Water Supply Commission. 

New South Wales.-Depal'tment of Agriculture, Rural 
Bank of New South Wales, Water Supply Department or 
Lands Department. 
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Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Or~ 
ganisation. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association. 

FEDERAL DISTRIBUTORS VISIT 
MILDURA 

The Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' Association re~ 
present the main body of wholesale merchants who sell 
A.D.F.A. Dried Fruits throughout Australia. It is the 
practice of this Association to meet annually :ind. discuss 
Dried Fruits matters with the Board of Management. 

As the result of an invitation made by The A.D.F.A. 
two years ago when the distributors met in Hobart, Mil-· 
dura was selected this year as the place of meeting, and 
at the conference which took place on the 25th March 
Mr. P. Malloch (in the unavoidable absence of the Chair
man, Mr. H. D. Howi·e) in Teplying to the Distributors' 
Association's welcome by their President; Mr. P. H. 
.Teffery, to representatives of,, the Board of Manage
ment, considered the decision to select Mildura as an 
honour to the city and to the Industry. 

Mr. Malloch stated that the Board of Management 
A.D.F.A. were well satisfied with the method of distri
bution of Dried Fruits as undertaken by distributors, and 
i1 was pleasing to know that ·over the years the various 
problems which had come up for discussion had inv3xi
ably been satisfactorily settled. The goodwill Which 
existed between ·The A.D.F.A. and its distributors had 
proved to be a helpful medium in solving the problems 
which arose hom time to time. It was- not always poS
sible, of course, for The A.D.F.A. to give a definite 
answer to a particular problem. Distributors would ap
preciate that attitude for doubtless they, themselves, on 
occasions had 'been confro-nted with similar circum
stances. 

On the day following the conference The A.D.F.A. 
arranged a tour of the producing areas which, accom
panied by a running commentary from Mr. J. H. Gordon, 
did a great deal to inform the distributors of the part 
which the Dried Fruits Industry played in . their own 
businesses. The route of the tour took the distributors, 
who were accompanied by some of the Bo:;:trd members, 
various executive members of the Branches and the Mil
dura District Council and managers of packing houses, to 
the C.D.F.S. See-ding factory at lrymple, Mr. H. V. 
Davey's property at Red Cliffs, the Red Cliffs pumping 
station, Mildura Co-op. ·packing house and ~he Merbein 
Wine1·y. Luncheon was taken at Sandalong Park. The 
entire arrangementS were carried out by -the Mildura 
District Council and capably handled by Mr. L. G. 
Cameron. 

In the evening A.D.F~A. representatives were enter
tained by the Distributors' Association at a cocktail party 
held at The Grand Hotel. 

THOSE TAXES AGAIN. 
Pay Roll Tax. 

Growers will remember the efforts which have been 
made from time to time by The A.D.F.A. to obtain some 
am~lioi'ation in the. P-ay Roll Tax, so far without success. 
The latest request has been sent to the Minister for 
Commerce. · 

For some time_ this Association has been advocating 
that the Government should consider an increase in the 
present exemption allowance of £1040 to £2080 so that 
the amount· of the exemption is more in lin8 with the 
rn·esent scale of wages which have to be paid by em
ployers. 

As early as 1947 this request was brought to the 
notice of the late the Rt. Hon. J. B. Chifiey, then Prime 
Minister and Federal Treasurer, and an assurance was 
rec_eived that consi'deration would be given to it. 

At Federal Council of this Association held in October 
of the same year the following resolution was passed by 
delegates representing some 98 per cent. of the Dried 
Fruit15 groWers in Australia. 

'~That the Board of Management be asked to con
tinue their representations regarding the abolition of 
Pay Roll Tax.'' 
In November 1947 the then Federal Treasurer refused 

the Association's request for the abolition of the tax, 
but promised --consideration of an increase in the statu
tory exemption whell the ~ay Roll Tax law was next 
under review. 

The matter was again before Federal Council 1949, 
when the fo1lowing resolution was recor-ded:-

"That this Conference considers the present maxi
mum allowance of £1040 pe-r annum for Pay Roll Tax 
for primal'y producers of the Industry is too low, and 
that representations be made ·to the Federal Govern
ment to hav~ -this figure increased. to £2080." · 

Accordingly oll 3rd March 1950 the request was re-
stated to the present' Federal ·Treasurer, and an assur
ance was received that it would "be borne in mind when 
the whole :field of taxation is being reviewed." The as-: 
sui·ance, as you will see, is synonymous with that rec·eived 
from the former Treasurer some 2l years earlier. 

During 1950- the matter was taken up again with the 
Federal Treasurer by individual Members of Parlia
m-ent, Particularly Messrs. A. R. Downer (Angas~ S.A.) 
and Winton G. Turnbull (Mallee, Vjc.) in whose _con
stituencies the greater portion of Dried Fruits is annually 
produced. The Treasurer intimated in reply to the en
qub:ies of Members that the· tax was to provi-de child 
endowment· which required ·his consideration of the prob
lem of balancing governmental commitments, but that 
full consideration to the request would be given when the 
Budget proposals for the ensuing financial year were 
under review. 

+•_,,_,,._,,_,.,_,,._,,,_,,_,.,_,,_,,._, .. _,,_,,_,,_,m-mJ-on-•JI-ou-"-J"-'"-"'-'"-'"-"'-"'-JJIL-o"- _,_,._.,,_,,,_,.,_,,_,,_,._,,_,,,_+ 

I . I I THE VICTORIA INSU~~~~~ s ~~M~~~y UMITED l 
I FIRE, I 

0A~CI:e~: R ~OT~: ~;R~ v ~I;E;TOCK, l 
· WORKERS' COMPENSATION, CROP (FIR!: AND HAIL). -

I 44-46 QUEEN STREET, t-JElBOURNE l 
I E. A. STANNER, MANAGER. PHONE MU 7067 I 
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The most recent application to th~ Federal Treasurer 
was on 18th October, 1951, and a ·copy was given to the 
Minister for his perusal. In November the Treasurer ad
vised that the Commonwealth Committee on Taxation 
had been asked to report, and in answer to this Associa
tion's further enquiry the Treasure,r stated on 23rd April 
]ast that the report from the Taxation Committee had 
not been received. 

Request 41; Years Old. 
Some 4~ years have elapsed since the request for an 

increase in the statutory exemption was first submitted to 
the Federal Government, and the Board of Management 
at a meeting held recently felt that the extent to which 
the present tax is a burden OJ! primary produc·ers gener
ally, and Dried Fruits growers particularly, should be 
brought to the Minister's notice so that he could person
ally advocate as Minister for Agriculture for an allevia
tion of the tax on the lines already r·eqttested by this 
Association. 

With ever-increasing costs of production and definite 
indications that a price ceiling for the sale of primary 
produce including Dried Fruits is approaching, if, indeed 
it has not already been reached, the necessity to provide 
producers with every concession possible is essential if 
the inc-entive is to be retained for a maintenance of 
existing levels, apart from any desired increase, of food 
production. As Minister for Agriculture your intimate 
knowledge of the existing problems of primru:y produc
tion and the necessity to encourage rural population is 
such that it is felt that no one is more fitted to advoeate 
an alteration to the existing statutory exemptiOn from 
£1040 to £2080, or alternatively the complete abolition 
of the tax. 

Precedent Already Exists. 

The A.D.F.A. feels that a precedent already exists for 
an increase in the exemption level in the recent decision 
by the Government to raise the Federal Land Tax exemp
tion from £5000 to £8750, on the basis that as land values 
have increased so it has been necessary to raise the 
-exemption limit. This decision by the Government will, 
undoubtedly, assist many primary producers who are 
faced with rising production costs, and it is contended 
that action on somewhat similar lines in the case of the 
Pay Roll Tax will assist a large body of producers, in
cluded in whkh are the greater proportion of Dried Fruits 
growers, who originally were .exempt from the tax and 
were never expected to pay it, yet by TeaSOU Of the high 
rates of wages which have and are still prevailing are 
now within the taxing circle. 

The Board therefore commends for consideration its 
original request and trusts that the Minister will advo
cate it to either the Treasm'er or to Cabinet. 

The Minister has intimated that he is taking The 
A.D.F.A.'s request to the Treasurer, -Who it is believed, 
has received similar requests from other interested 
parties. 

Sales Tax. 

It is surprising to learn that materials such as Blue;
stone and Ammonia, although exempt when used for 
primary production, ·become a victim of taxation when 
they form part of the solution being used to .preserve 
hessian against rot. In fact, the solution itself irrespec
tive of its constituents, is subject to sales tax:, Which in 
eff·ect taxes the above materials and, indeed, the hessian 
when preserved. 

If on the other hand, the hessian is imported already 
treated with the preservative it is sales tax free. 

This anomaly has been pointed out to the Taxation 
Commissioner .by The A.D.F .A. with the request that the 
preservative solution be retrospectively exempted from 
tax. 
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PRICE STRUCTURE. 
Before the days of price cuntrol it was the, policy of 

The A.D.F.A. to inform growers of the Commonwealth 
market priee structm'e for Dried Vine Fruits hy means 
of a "key." During price control, particularly during--the 
war y,ears, this service lapsed, -but growers· may now be 
interested to learn the analysis of -Season 1952 prices 
for basic grades. 

Taking· The A.D.F.A. 10-ton ·price (at which distri
butors must sell to comply with terms and conditions of 
trading), on this season's basic grades of 1 c1·own Cur
rants, 3 crown .Sultanas and 4 crown Lexias, the follow
ing analysis is made:-

Currants Sultanas Lexias 

per ton per ton per ton 

Ten-ton price £148 3 4 £158 13 4 £155 3 4 
Deduct distributors' trade 

discount of 9%, and 
3% cash discount 17 7 7 18 12 3 18 

Deduct A.D.F.A. Head 
OffiM levy 

Value before ded~ct·i~n ~f 
3 0 3 0 3 

Interstate Charges and 
Selling Agents' ~om-
mission .. .. .. .£130 12 9 £1£9 18 1 £136 16 3 

As the rate for Interstate Charges is different for Vic
torian and South Australian fruit, the f.o.r. value to 
growers in each State is analysed separately. 

Victorian Growers. 

Value ., above £130 12 9 £139 18 £136 16 3 
Deduct Interstate Charges 

rate 4 0 0 4 0 0 4 0 0 
Deduct Agents' Com· 

ndssion-3% .. 3 16 0 4 1 6 3 19 8 
Value f.o.r. Melbourne £122 16 9 £131 16 7 £128 16 7 

South Australian Growers. 

Value .. above £130 12 9 £139 18 £136 16 3 
Deduct Interstate Charges 

rate .. 5 0 5 0 5 0 
Deduct Agents' Com· 

mission-a% 3 15 3 4 0 10 ' 18 11 
Value f.o.r, Adelaide .£121 12 6 £130 12 3 £127 12 4 

It is not po-ssible to provide any standard expenses 
for deductions ·between the f.o.r. value and the actual 
retv.rn to the grower. Freight charges to Melbourne and 
Adelaide· vary according to point of despatch; likewise 
packing charges, sterilisation, insurances, et~., vary be~ 
tween individual pacldng houses. Stem loss must also 
be accounted for. Growers who wish to follow the analy
sis right through to the point where they can ascertain 
their own returns should consult their packing houses 
for the values of the deductions which will have to be 
made from the f.o.r. values. 

Retail Prices. 

Isolated r-eqUests have been received to provide an 
analysis between the 10-ton price and the retail price. 
This information cannot be given, as The A.D.F.A. does 
not set retail prices, and aceord~ngly does not know 
the margin percentag-es which are added by storekeepers 
throughout Australia. F-urthennore, retail prices vary 
between States and between country towns in States, due 
to the addition of freights. It has been the opinion of 
The A.D.F.A. over many years that fair retail prices are 
m-aintained by adequate supplies being available to store
keepers, thus inducing fair competition. A further factor 
in kee'ping retail prices at a proper level is the unwill· 
iJ"lgness of the consumer to buy if more than a fair price 
is ·charged; that is, e·onsumer resistanc-e is encountered. 
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FRUIT INSURANCE VALUES. 
For Season 1952 the following insurance values have 

been set by the Board of Management. 
Curr:;mts-£93 per ton, plus cost of pacldng. 
Sultanas~£100 per ton, plus cost of packi'ng. 
Lexias-£106 per ton, plus ·cost of- pacldn_g. 

FORWARD EXCHANGE COVER. 
As the Export Control Board found it advisable to 

instruct Agents to take out insurance cover against any 
fluctuation of the exchange rate so far as it might affect 
:?hipments to the United Kingdom and Canada in Season 
1951, the Board of Management agTeed that an· adjust
ment of the .costs of insurance should be made between 
Agents so that equity between all growers would be pre
served. The adjustment, which was made by Head Of.ice, 
resulted in the following figures. 

Shipments to Exchange purchased 

United Kingdom £5,748 
Canada . . -. . . £6,137 

Average cost 

8/9d.% 
10/4d.% 

An adjustment on similal' lines will be made for Sea
son 1952 as the Export Control Board has again deemed 
it advisable to instruct Agents to carry out exchange in
surance. 

PROGRESS AT ROBINV ALE. 
Extensive additions are to be made to the Robinvale 

I)acking Company's plant to cope with the rapidly in
Cl'easing production from this new Soldier Settlement 
area. In 1951 the pro,duction was 800 tons, increasing_ to 
2250 for 1952, and estimated to reach 3500 for the com
ing (1953) crop. Manager A. Spiller states that' the 
Company is using the most modern plant available. 

This new area, and its co-operative company, is an 
active and valuable asset to The A.D.F.A., and has taken 
part in and benefit from the Industry-sponsored research 
Gll processing and production problems. 

Chairman of Directors (Mr. Powell), a delegate to the 
1951 Federal Council, says that plans are advanced to 
install the latest type of dehydrators together. with the 
coinpletion of a rail -siding, before the 1953 crop. 

A.D.F.A. Robinvale Branch is affiliated with the Mil
dura District Council, to which it has recently brought 
valuable ideas for consideration which may, eventually, 
reach Federal Council. 

GRADE FIXING. 
Arising out of the earlier request of The A.n.F.A. 

t.hat tentative samples of Lexias required for seeding be 
set in the early part of the season in future so that 
deliveries of Seeded Raisins to the Commonwealth mar
ket would be available a great deal earlier than in the 
past, and in view of the resolution of the Mildura Dis
trict Council of The A.D.F.A. deploring the delay which 
occurred in providing suitable samples to cover brown
coloured Sultanas of the 1952 crop, the Board intimated 
its readiness to. confer -with the Department when the 
Chief Fruit Inspector, through his Deputy, Mr. H. R. 
Tinney, decided to call a confer-ence. 

The Board considered that it was absolutely essential 
that representation at the conferen-c·e shoi.1ld be widened 
to include nominees of packing houses who possessed 
the necessary technical qualifications, and decided to 
recommend to the Department that five nominees should 
be invited from the main packing houses in the Sun
rasia ar·ea, two from Nyah-Woorinen packing houses 
and ,two from packing houses in South Australia. 
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~~wARATAH'' 
• 

FENCING 
PRODUCTS 

THE well-known "Waratah" fencing 

products (wire netting, barbed wire. 

"Star" I f & ) stee ence posts, c. are 

still maintaining maximum productiotl 

for essential purposes, but it is still neces

sary to restrict wire supplies. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah'1 

wire products and their customers may 

be assured that when normal times 

return, full supplies will again be made 

available, and in the meantime it will be 

realised that any inconvenience caused 

by the present curtailment of supplies ts 

sustained in a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. 
(Australia) PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: 

422 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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Special U1ttid!e 
THE U.K. CONTRACT 

NEGOTIATIONS WITH MINISTRY OF FOOD IN 1952. 

Although aware in a general way of the negotiations which took place in London early in the year on a 
government-to-government basis regarding the prices which the United Kingdom would pay during 1952 fqr Aus
tralian Dried Fruits, growers will be exhemely interested to learn fuHer details of those negotiations in which Mr. 
P. Malloch (siJtce hoi10ured with an M.B.E.) and Mr. E. J. Casey, as representatives of the Export Control Board, 
took such .a prominent part. 

Numerous addresses have been given by M.essrs. Malloch and Casey in the Sunraysia area. In addition, Mr. 
Malloch visited Nyah West on 22nd May and Glossop (S. A.) on 30th May, when growers attended meetings to hear 
him speak. Mr. Malloch's address was as follows:-

Documents of Reference. 

By agreement with the Minister for Commerce, the 
E'xport. Control Board last December decided to send 
Mr. E. J. Casey an·d myself to London to co-operate with 
the Trade Commissioner there in negotiating prices and 
terms for disposal of the surplus export of Dried ·vine 
Fruits for Season 1952. 

The -Board representatives carried with them four 
documents of reference:-

(a) A geneTal statement pl'epared for, and approved, 
by the Boa1·d. · 

(b) A general statement on contract Jitctors. 
(c) A statement on cost of production, and, 
(d) An index of cost of production. ' 

These three latter statements were prepared by the 
Bureau of Agricultural Economics. So the representatives 
vvere well armed with material to ,support the case of 
the Industry. 

Early Discussions. 

On arrival in London, discussions were held first with 
Mr. Critchley, Senior Trade Commissioner, and his as
sistant, Mr. Street, and the material prepared for dis
cussions was carefully examined and considered. It was 
agreed that all documents should be submitted to the 
Ministry of Food for its .information prior to discussions. 
This was done, and the following day we met Mr. Sted
man, Mr. Scouler and Mr. Parsons, of the Ministry of 
Food, with Mr. Harmer representing the Treasury. When 
we met, Mr. Stedman stated that it was impossible to dis
cuss contract prices or terms on the cost-of-production 
basis prepared by the Bureau of Agricultural Econoinics. 
This involved questions of high policy which would have 
to be considered fil'St by the Minister, and probably by 
Cabinet. Files on similar matters of importance had been 
before the Minister for some weeks, so he could not 
undertake that consi·deration of the cost case wou-ld be 
possible under two or three months. This position con
tinued tll1 we left London, and so the material prepared 
by the Bureau is stlll under consideration-first by the 
Ministry of Food~ sec-ondly by the Treasury, and finally 
by the Minister. for Food. An answer has been promise:] 
for three or four months hence. Quite unofficially, Mr. 
Stedman expressed opinion· that contracts guaranteeing 
Dominion producers' cost of production had been con
filled to essential products in short supply, with a view 
to assuring growers their costs and to enc-ourage ex
pansion of production of that commodity. He doubted if 
Dried Fruits would come under this category, but prom
ised full and fair consideration of the case. Further, he 
Qbserved that such a contract would mean the "under
writing" of the inflationary drift in Australia, so far as 
Dried Fruits were c-oncerned, and this was a course the 
·Treasury would be unlikely to approve. So we were 
forced to a discussion on the case as prepared by the Ex
port Control Board. 
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Comprehensive Case Presented. 

This case was fairly comprehensive and dealt with, in 
requence, 

(a) Crop prOspects for 1952 and the possibilities of 
tonnage available fo1· U.K. This was calculated at 
from 30,000 to 40,000 tons, based on crop esti
mates at that 'time. 

(b) The question of price. Schedules were submitted, 
showing how the cost of the main materials (20 
items) used by growers had ris-en froiD 1939 to 
1950 and from 1950 to 1951. This showed an in
crease of 200 per cent. on 1939 prices. Wages 
were compared, showing that, in 1939, the wage 
for 48 hours was £4/6/- per week. In 1951, the 
basic wage had risen to £10/2/- for 40 hours, 
equal to £12/2/5 for 48 hours. Added board costs 
for harvest labour again brought 1951 costs to 
nearly 200 per cent. over 1939 costs-. Water rate 
costs were tabulated-again showing a 200 per 
cent. increase. Packing and Freight charges were 
analysed, and these showed an increase of 120 
per cent. 
The purport of these figures was to show to those 
with long ex·perience of the Dried Fruits Industry 
and now with the Ministry -of Food, that the 
1939 price of £40 a ton was comparable, on 1951 
costs, with a price of £100 to £120 a ton. The 
grower would not be any better off on \£100 a ton 
than he was on a pre-war price of £40 a ton. 

(c) The tb,ird phase of the report dealt with setbacks 
caused ·the Industry _by adverse seasons. Summed 
up, it was shown that:-
For five years, 1942-194·6, production was 428,126 
tons. Average 85,625 tons. 
For five years, 1947-1951, production was 306,212 
tons. Average 61,240 tons. 
An annual aveTage reduction of 24,385 tons. 
Offset diversions to wineries as 10,000 tons. 
The nett annual reduction was 14,385 tons. 
In financial terms, the loss to g-rowers was over 
£1,000,000 per annum. 
This was a matter of concern not only to growers, 
because of fi.nancial difficulties, but of concern 
also to the Ministry of Food, because decline of 
the Industry would lead to reduction of food sup
ply to Britain, and T·educed , exports to Canada 
thereb:Y reducing dollar earnings. 

(d) The report next dealt with comparative prices 
paid by the Ministry to Australia, Turkey, Greece, 
U.S.A. and other countries over the past six 
years. This showed that, up to 1950, higher prices 
had, with a few ex-ceptions, been paid to other 
-countries. The figures were emphasised, and it 
was m:ade clear that the Board would insist on 
more favourable treatment than shown by the re
cords of past years. 
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Costs of Produ'"tion. 
(e) The next phase of the Board's case was a request 

for a price based on cost of production in accord
ance with the findings of the Bm·eau of Agricul
tural Economics. 

(f) This was followed by a review of costs in other 
countries, press, business. and official reports being 
quoted to show that growers in all producing 
countries were concerned at rising costs; con
cernf'd that the prices of fruit were not meeting 
these costs and requests were being made for 
Government subsidies in various countries. 

(g) The adverse effect of subsidies being paid on Cali
fornian raisin exports waS dealt with· very fully 
and critically. 

These were the main points on the Board's case on 
prices, and were summed up in the specific request that 
the price. for 1952 expol'ts should be £95 sterling f.o.b. 
for Currants, £105 for Sultanas and Lexias. 

U.K. Asked to Take Surplus. 
The next subject raised for discussion was amendment 

of the clause in the contrad which fixed a limit of £2~ 
millions on our exports to U.K. It was clear that, if this 
limitation were adhered to, we shoUld be in an awl~::ward 
situation wit_h 30,000 to 40,000 tons as possible of export 

Mr. P. Malloch. M.B.:E. 

to this market. Having shipped 25,000 tons at an average 
price of, say, £100 a ton, we should have to reopen 
negotiations for ful'ther supplies and Treasury credit. 
So we asked that U.K. should agree to take all our sur
ph;s, after meeting Australian, Canadian and New Zea
land requirements, with 2000 tons for other markets, and 
that Treasury credit should. be open to meet the full ton
nage available. 

We next asked that the Bureau index of costs should 
be applied to 1953 expol't, any rise in costs, as proved by 
the Bureau in producing 1953 crop, to ·be automatically 
applied as an in-crea,se over 1952 prices. 

The next request was for inclusion in the contract or 
by covering letter, provision for review of prices in the 
event of alteration of the exchange rate. This was. 
deemed necessary in view Of continued press reports that 
the Australian pound might appreciate in relation to 
sterling, and growers ther-eby lose the benefit of Z5 per 
cent. ·exchange premium which was necessary to meet 
rising costs. 

Extension of Contract, 
Finally, the Board submitted a request that the Minis

try consid~r the question of -extension of the contract be
yond 1953. The problems -created by expansion of the 
Industrv and by the U.S.A. Treasury in subsidising export 
of Drie.d Fruits were such that the Board considered it 
necessary to have the contract renewed on a mutually 
satisfactory basis. 

As an addendum to the report, the Board asked that 
consideration be given to the employment of Austl'alian 
agents in London for the handling ·of Dried Fruits. It 
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\.Yas pointed out that they were now entirely out of . the 
business and, in the event of decontrol, would be faced 
with the handling of up to 40,000 tons of fruit annually 
without any experienced staff to take over the busi-ness. 

Ministry's Offe.r. 
The full Board -case was discussed with the Ministry 

and Treasury .officials, Australian representatives all tak
ing part and speaking on vario"us phases of the 'matter. 
After a retirement, during· which the U.K. representa
tives discussed and decided. on the various matters, we 
were 1~ecalled, and their decisions were conveyed to us. 
Mr. Stedman stated they were prepared to recommend to 
'l'reasury that the price for Currants should be £80 stg. 
per ton f.o.b. Melbourne and for Sultanas and Lexias 
£98/10/-. This was an increase of £5 per ton on Cur
rants and a reduction of £1/10/- on Sultanas and Lexias. 
fn arriving at the prices, Mr. Stedman emphasised that 
they were maximum prices the Ministry would pay~they 
were not bargaining prices. It was not desired to have a 
repetition of the wrangling which had taken place the 
previous year. The Ministry had definitely and deliber
ately ignored, any factor in respect to competition from 
subsidised American fruit. Californian unsubsidised 
prices were 10§ cents per lb. equal to £84 stg. f.o.b. 
Greek Sultanas could be pur·chased at £93. Turkish Sul
tanas had been purchased at £90 and further supplies 
were available at lower prices. Greek Currants had been 
purchased at £80 per ton; Spanish Lex'ias had been 
bought at £90 per ton. South African Lexias were under 
offer at £100 per ton, but the Ministry had refused to pay 
this price. 

The price offered for our Currants was the same as 
had been paid for Greek Currants. Having regard to com
parative quality, they considered our Currants as worth 
only £75 per ton, but to this they had added £2 per ton, 
being our preferential rate of duty, plus £3 to bring our 
price up to the Greek rate. The Sultana and Lexia price 
was made up to £90, relative value, plus £8/10/- the 
preferential rate of duty. Mr. Stedman stated that, in 
1951,. our price of £100 per ton for Sultanas and Lexias 
was a comilensation price, to cover loss of crop in 1951 
and prior years, and t:Qe Treasury and our Ministry had 
stated clearly the price had not to be taken as a pre
cedent, and a lower price had to be expe-cted for 1952. 
Further, the Ministry would recommend to Treasury that 
full export tonnage should be accepted and credit raised 
accordingly, but he expected trouble on this score, as it 
was against Treasury policy. 

An appeal was made to have the price of Currants 
1 aised to £82/lO/- and the Sultana and Lexia pric-es to 
£100, but Mr. Stedman was adamant and reiterated that 
the prices offered were mf!,ximum prices and would not 
be subje-ct to bargaining. Mr. Crit-chley intimated that we 
would give consideration to the offer and would com
tmmicate with the Department and the Board in Aus
tralia. The Ministry would be advised as soon as we had 
replies. In the afternoon, we met at Australia House 
and discussed the position at length. We were unanimous 
in onr opinion that Mr. Stedman was serious when he said 
that the prices were the maximum the Ministry would 
pay, and ·so we- decided to convey the offer, as made, to 
Australia, and to recommend a-cceptance. 

Australia's Counter-offer. 

On receipt of our advices, the Export Control Board 
held a special meeting in Melbourne, and decided we 
should press for higher prices for all fruits. The Secre
tary for Commerce, after discussion with the Minister, 
conveyed a similar message to the Trade Commis
sioner. So a further. meeting took place at Australia 
House, and we decided on the line of attack, to endeavour 
to secure higher prices, though, from our previous dis
cussions, we were not optimistic as to the result. A meet
ing with Ministry and Treasury officials was held on 
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6th F~bruary, and Mr. Critchley informed Mr. Stedman 
that hiS offer was not acceptable to Australia. The Board 
representatives supported him, with arguments ·based on 
rising .costs, competitive factors and the parlous condi
tions ~f the Indu~try in Australia and other producing 
countries. We pomted out that Californian fruit un
subsidised, was selling at 10i cents per }b.-equal t~ £86 
stg: f.o.b., to which ha·d to be added £8 per ton added 
:freight, £4 per ton for higher quality, plus £8/10/- for 
dcty-'-equal to £106/10/-. Further, that whilst Turkish 
and Greek fruit .could be bought at £90, t'his was not true 
value. As sellers, they had fi.x:ed prices at over £105 per 
ton, .but, under pressure of competition from American 
subsidised fruit in European markets plus the "squeez·e" 
from the Ministry of Food as the biggest buyer, an un
duly low level of values had been created. South Africa 
\•;an~ed ov~r £100 per ton, but, again, the Ministry was 
iorcmg pnces down. We submitted the Ministry had 
great power and was using it unfairly and to the detri
ment of primary producers in both Dominion and foreign 
countries. 

Ministry's Reply. 
In r~p_Iy, Mr. Stedman said he admitted the power of 

the M1mstry as sole buyers of Dried Fruits but the 
Ministry was being "put through the mangl~" by the 
Treasury and purchas~s at lowest possible cost were de
manded because of the adverse trade balance of Britain. 
They had fixed £90 as a fair commercial value for un
subsidised Sultanas and Lexias, and claimed that Greece 
and Turkey had .combined to raise prices to an unduly 
high level. They were being pressed to buy large quanti

. ties of Turkish Sultanas at £90. He regretted the re
fusal of the offer made, because they had gone to the 
limit that they could recommend and argue with the 
Treasury. The reduction of £1/10/- was really "a sprat 
to catch a mackerel." They were not confident they could 
get Treasury acceptan-ce, but they were hopeful. If we 
I-'ersisted in our plea for £100, he would place it before 
higher officials i:h the Ministry, but would not recom
mend that it be paid. If the request went on to Treas
ury, it would almost certainly involve comparison with 
1951 prices, which were agreed as ucompensation prices" 
&nd not to be repeated. When found to be the s::ime, it 
would lead to examination of reasons and a request for 
.details of .cost of production. In our own interests, he 
recommended acceptance of the offer made. The discus
sions and arguments that followed covered a wide range, 
but these are the salient points. 

After this conference, we withdreW, and your repre-
8entatives had a full discussion with Mr. Critchley and 
Mr. Street. We reluctantly came to the conclusion that 
further efforts to secure higher prices would not be pro
ductive of any result. We cabled the Board accordingly, 
and the Board unanimously agreed to recommend accept
ance by the Minister for Commerce. 

Acceptance of Price. 
The Trade Commissioner, ,Mr. Critchley, communicated 

with the Secretary for Commerce, and he, after consulta
tion with the Minister, cabled acceptance of the offer. So 
negotiations on price came to an end. At the final inter
views, the Ministry's finance officer and public relations 
officer were present and took pad in discussions. 

We should place on record that the Board in Mel
bourne, the Secretary for Commerce, the Minister for 
Commerce (the Hon. J~ McEwen) pressed hard for 
11egotiation of higher prices. Lengthy cables of appeal 
and supporting argument were received in London. Your 
representatives, with Mr. Critchley and Mr. Street, used 
these arguments and many more in efforts to have the 
price lifted. Our arguments were not refuted; .most of 
them were politely admitted, but, as Mr. Stedman said, 
''The Ministry of Food was being 'put through the 
mangle' by the Treasury; the economic position of Brit-
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ain necessitated purchase of food at the lowest possible 
Jlrice; food subsidies last year cost the Treasury £420 
million and had to be reduced. The prices offered could 
not be raised." 

Mr. Critchley, .Senior Trade Commissioner in London, 
assisted by Mr. Street, led om· deputation well and could 
not have been more able or forceful in pressing our 
claims, Your representatives were disappointed they could 
:not get higher prices, but consider we got the maximum 
price possible, and feel there is much cause for satis
faction in that our claim for recognition of the preferen
tial tariff rate over world parity price has been recog
nised and admitted in full. 

On the fuTther points Taised by the Board, no assur
ance could be given for review of price in the event of 
exchange rates. 

The question of extension of the contract and the ap
plication of the Bureau of Agricultural· Economics Cost 
Index to 1953 -crop (and later ·Crops, if the contracts be 
extended) would be considered at a later date, and the 
:result would be advised to the Board. 

U.K. agents for Australian fruit could not be per
mitted to participate in the work of the Ministry of Food 
at the present time. 

Mr. E. J. Casey. 

THE A.D.F.A.'S VIEWS. 
The foregoing report by Mr. Malloch gives growers an 

excellent appreciation of the difficulties experienced by 
the Australian l'epresentatives at the London negotia
tions. The views of the Association were expressed in 
the January-March issue of the "News" and hear re
peating. 

"Taking into close consideration the vital fact that this 
season, unlike that of 1951, there has been a la1·ge har
vest of American fruit from which the United Kingdom 
government have made liberal purchases at low subsi- . 
dised prices, the negotiations Cal'l'ied out by the Aus
tralian government and the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board in securing the announced prices for Cur
rants, Sultanas and Lexias are worthy of congratulation. 

"It is, of course disappointing that the prices for Sul
tanas and Lexias of last year were not retained, but it 
mu:gt be borne in mind that last year's pric~s were 
secured in a world market of extreme shortage. Currant 
growers will he happy, of course, to learn of the in
crease approved by the Ministry of Food. Altogether, 
even with increasing -costs of production, the result ·of 
this year's negotiations may be accepted with confidence 
by growers." 

In addition, Australian growers must not overlook the 
benefits gained through the U.K. Treasury's agreement 
to establish credits to cover full exports, which means 
that the whole of the Australian crop can be sold before 
is picked· and the ·.acceptance by the British Government 
that the 'principle of Empire Preference is a factor in 
price fi·xation. Both these advantages _are of importance. 
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CESSATION OF BULK BUYING. 
As Mr. Malloch's report shows one of the requests put 

fol'Ward by the Export Control Board to the Ministry of 
Food, through the Australian representatives, was the 
extension of the contract beyond 1953, This request of 
course, is bound up in British Government policy a~ to 
whether food required for Britain's population can ·be 
purchased more advantageously by a reversion to "open" 
buying, or by a continuation of the present method of 
government "bulk" buying. In certain British circles re~ 
cent thought has been on the lines of a reversion to 
"open" ·buying. 

It is interesting to read then the views of the liberal 
newspaper "Manchester Guardian" of 11th January 1952 
as reported in the April issue of the "Economic Digest" 
under the caption ''Bulk buying has been Jimccessful." 
'I' he article in question reads:-

"We really know ve'ry 'little about the relative merits 
of bulk purchase and private trade in food in the world's 
present circumstances, but such evidence as there is sug
gests that we have not done too badly by GOvernment 
trading. Certainly the sellers have nOt regarded the 
British Government as a buyer in blinkers (and the 
Danes· and the New Zealanders, for instance, consider 
that it has driven some pretty hard. bargains). Even if 
all the subsidies were taken away our food prices would 
~till be among the lowest in Europe; un-subsidised butter. 
would cost at the moment about 3/3-!d. a pound here, 
compared with about 6/- in France and 7/- in Switzer
land; meat, in spite of the latest increase, is also rela-
1ively cheap here. 

"It is worth ·bearing in mind that bulk purchase also 
means shipping in bulk, and arranging for cargoes to be 
handled in bulk when they aTrive. This can bring sub
stantial economies. In his volume on food in the series 
of civil histories of the war Mr. R. J. Ha-mmond brings 
out very dearly how necessary was the intervention of 
the Ministry of Food to ·overcome difficulties and delays 
of private transport arrangements. We are not now at 
war, but our transport services are far from being in a fit 
state to meet all the demands of export tr.ade, rearma
ment, coal handling (including ,perhaps imports of coal), 
and a great increase in individual shipments of food. 
One forceful argument against Government trading is 
that what should be minor commercial wrangles are liable 

to be-come diplomatic disagreements, involving Govern
ments instead of business men. But would things be much 
different if they ·could be left to business men? It would 
certainly ·l?e an easier world to live in if we could buy 
meat or' butter without Ambassadors sending Notes to 
one another, but, since the business men would have to 
make arrangements with the Treasury before they could 
get .the money to trade with, could the Ambassadors' be 
left out? And even if business men could be given a 
pretty free hand to buy food, Governments would still 
want to bargain about coal (and other things) to be 
supplied in return for food. No doubt there is room for 
commonsense in letting private traders in many mar
ginal -commodities· have rather more freedom of action 
than they have been able to enjoy. But the sellers of our 
main foodstuffs know perfectly well that we must buy, 
whether the purchasing is done by th;: .. Government or 
privately. And if priVate negotiations struck too many 
snags, the Government would have to come to the rescue. 
We need to be hardheaded and realistic in these mat
ters." 

So far as bulk buying relates to Dried Fruits the Brit
ish Government's present views can be ascertained from 
a report received that the Minister of Food (Major the 
Rt. Hon. G. Lloyd George, M.P.) told representatives of 
organisations interested in the Dried Fruit Trade at a 
meeting on the 27th May that currency restrictions were 
the chief obstacle to a resumption of import and distri
butional freedom of Dried Fruit. Because of the deficit 
position which had developed in the European Payments 
Union against the United Kingdom, severe cuts in food 
imports had ah·eady had to be made. The whole future 
would depend on the results of that action, but in any 
event currency restrictions were likely to 1·emain a major 
consideration for some time. Also the do1lar question 
h-ad an important bearing on the situation. He assured 
the t1·ade representatives that the Ministry would con
tinue to work for freedom with all its power, but em
phasised that the time when decontrol could be achieved 
would unavoida·bly be gov.erned by external factors. 

The meeting was held by arrangement with the 
National Dried Fruit Dealers (War Emergency) Federa
tion, under whose auspices a Joint Committee represent
ing all the organisations interested in the Dried Fruit 
Trade was formed last yea1·. This Committee has offered 
its services to the Minister in an advisory capacity. 

THE MILDURI CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT CO. LTD. 
MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £500,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £255,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

"P .AD LOCI{" BRAND 
Packin,g Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa, Coomealla (N.S.W.) 

Factory: Mildura 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 
Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 
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a .. fil .. fi .. a. !JJ?tancfi actimtie" 
M'erbein. 

At the general meeting in April, Mr. G. E. Dowty, 
\'ice-President, presided in the absence of the Presi
dent, Mr. A. Rawlings. A report was presented of Branch 
activities since the November general meeting, and re
ferred to harvest labour distribution, adverse publicity 
of the Industry, condition of sweat boxes, grade inspec
tion at loeal packing houses and other matters. At the 
conclusion of Branch business, Mr. Gregory, Department 
of Commerce District Supervisor, gave an address on 
"Grades and Standards of Dried Vine FrUits," and at its 
conclusion, he and Mr. K. B. Hocking, Senior District 
Supervisor, answered many questions which were greatly 
appreciated. (From A.D.F.A. Correspondent W. J. Kir
win.) 

Mildura District. 
At a meeting on 7th April, Messrs. P. Malloch and E. 

<T. Casey spoke on their negotiations in the U.K. with 
the Ministry of Food on 1952 prices, when concern was 
expressed at the, U.S.A. practice of "dumping" Cali
fornian subsidised fruit on world markets. Both speakers 
were unanimous that Australian fruit was superior. At 
discussion time the meeting felt that advertising would 
be the best medium for increasing Australian consump
tion of Driet: Fruits. l\1::. A. B. Mansell referred to the 
adverse effect on botlt grade and weight of fruit by early 

·harvesting, an~~ considered that if the Industry had to 
return to open marl'-ets the grower would have to take 
greater care in producing quality f1·uit. Mr. Mansell pro
posed the appointment of a small committee to act for 
growers with packing houses to create greater under
standing of mutual problems. It was suggested by Mr . 
• J. C. Rooney that bulk_ loading as practist)d in South 
Australia might reduce tlw delivery wait at Packing 
house doors. 

An executive meeting on 28th ApTil recommended 
that District Council shouJ.d consider a door payment of 
£25 per ton next season. Messrs. L. J. Smith, S. G. Cut
ler and . J. Henshilwood are due .to retil·e from the 
executive; Mr. Henshilwood is the only one SE:eking re
election. Cr. J. R. Gordon and Messrs. N. A. Johnson, 
¥l. R. Morris and J. Newman were appointed to organise 
H "Gadgets" day. 

On 4th June, 70 growers attended the first Annual 
General Meeting. The Chairman, Cr. J. R. Gordon, read 
the Committee's report of the year's activities and gave 
an account of the amalgamation into the new branch of 
the Mildura Dried Fruits Association, Aurora Fruit
growers' Association and Mildura Co-op. group. Consid
eration was given to the Board of Management's urgent 
(~ommunication regarding Commonwealth sales promotion 
bnd an approving resolution was passed. Six nominatiOns 
were re-ceived for the four vacancies on the Committee 
~Messrs. J. S. Cutler, H. G. Furze, J. Henshilwood, S. 
J. Lancaster, A. R. Mansell and J. C. Rooney. As an elec
tion would be necessary, Mr. A. D. Harvey, Shire Secre
tary_ was appointed Returning Officer. Appreciation was 
expressed to Messrs. L. J. Smith and S. G. Cutler, who do 
not intend to seek re-election to the Committee, for their 
work in furthering the interests of the Industry. (From 
A.D.F.A. Correspondent J. J. Newman.) 

S.A. River Districts. 
As a District Report of the 1952 drying season, Berri, 

along with other River districts, experienced an excep
tionally favouTable drying season, especially for Cur
rants and Sultanas. Although possibly the tonnage dried 
did not come up to distriet anticipation, fruit delivered 
bas been of excellent quality and comparative with last 
v·ear's tonnage, with the exception of CulTants, where 
generally the fruit was not on the vines. Although a com
paratively early break in the season possibly held off 
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some Gordos from being dried, a somewhat larger ton~ 
nage of Lexias than expected has been delivered to the 
packing houses. 

To hear Mr. Malloch a-ddress the growers on recent 
negotiations with the U.K. Ministry of Food a combined 
meeting of growers representative of Berri, Barmera, 
Kingston, Loxton and Waikerie, was held, under the 
chairmanship of Mr. H. H. Stolle, Berri A.D.F.A., in the 
Glossop HaU on 30th May. Despite the rain which was 
sontinuous from 7 o'clock onwards· and which could easily 
have kept all but the very enthusiastic grower home by 
the fireside, about 80 growerS attended and heard the 

. very inte1·esting and informative address given by Mr. 
Malloch on the matters of prices, distribution of Dried 
Fruits from other countries, and the general position of 
our fruit in the U.K. 

After Mr. Malloch had given further reports by way 
of questions and answers, Mr. R. B. Curtis, the General 
Se-cretary, at the request of the Committee, opened up 
the subject of publicity and promotion of sales. Several 
views having been expressed by the growers, a final re
::,olution was adopted that "in order to arrest the -de-cline 
in consumption of Dried F1·uits "in the Commonwealth 
t:qis meeting of growers is of the opinion that further 
publicity measures are necessary, and to implement such 
publicity it is considered that the Board of Management 
should be the sole authority; and further it is the opinion 
that such publicity should be directed mainly to the re
tail trade, and through this channel, to the housewife." 
The main points of vieW brought out by growers seemed 
to be the impo1·tance of getting fruit out through the 
retail stores to the consumer. 

In addition to Messrs. Malloch and Curtis, there were 
present, Messrs. H. D. Howie and R. M. Simes, Board of 
Management; Mr. J. McKay, Export Control Board; and 
Messrs. C. Till and J. Jemison, S.A. Dried Fruits Board. 
(.From A.D-.F.A. Correspondent A. G. Maddern.) 

Angaston. 
Following on advice being received from the General 

Secretary of The A.D'.F.A. tl).at the C.S.I.R.O. is to -cease 
active participation in the campaign against the disease 
Gummosis, the Non-Irrigated Council of South Australia 
decided thit direct representation could possibly lead to 
an intensification of the activities being carried on by 
this State. As a result the S.A. Minister for Agriculture 
has agreed to receive a deputation on 12th June, Repre
sentatives from Angaston, Clare, McLaren Vale, River 
Council and the Fruitgrowers' and Market Gardeners' 
Association have been invited to attend. Mr. Bert Boehm, 
of Light Pass, who has for many years been very active 
in the fight against Gummosis is to be the Angaston re
presentative on the deputation. The matter is regarded 
as being very serious and urgent, particularly as recent 
tests have proved the Apricot gummosis virus to be 
:r-resent in Prune trees in this district and is already dam
aging them. (From A.D.F.A. Correspondent D. Tres
covrthick.) 

S.A. Prunegrowers. 
Undei- arrangements completed last year with Co

operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., the pack of prunes 
irom all A.lJ.F.A. sour-ces in South Australia will be pro
cessed in a newly erected section of Co-operated Dried 
Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd.'s Port Adelaide fa-ctory. The 
A.D.F.A. pack of S.A. Prunes has been handled by G. 
Wood Son & Co. Ltd. ~ince 1933 season when the S.A. 
Prunegrowerr>' Association was formed, and it was with 
regret that The Australian Dried Fruits Association re
ceive·d advice from G. Wood Son & Co. Ltd., that the 
1951 pack would be the last that could· be undertaken by 
the Company. 

(Continued ori Page 27) 
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Special atttide 
SALES PROMOTION BY THE A.D.F.A. 

Slowness of sales of Currants and Sulta.na~~o on the Commonwealth market so far this season, as compared 
with the comparative period for Season 1950, convinced the Board of Management that the time had been reached 
to pul: into effect the resolution passed at Federal Council 1950 which was: ''That the Board of Management in~ 
vestigate the possibility of initiating a publicity campaign with a view to increasing the· volume of sales in the 
Commonwealth and to raising the price of Dried Fruit on the Australian market." 

At the April meeting of the Board the following de
cisions we1·e made: 

That, concerned with the drop in Commonwealth sales 
and the reduced use of Dried Fruits by manufacture1·s, 
the Board of Management consider that the time has 
been reached to implement the resolution of Federal 
Council 1950 to initiate an intensive publicity campaign 
to increase consumption of Dried Fruits in Australia. 

As such a .campaign will involve considerable financial 
outlay, particularly in its early stages when heavy ex
penditure would be incurred, the Board proposes to re
commend to Federal Council 1952 that a special publicity 
contribution of 5/- per ton on the Season 1952 pack, 
and 10/- per ton on the Season 1953 pack be made hy 
growers. 

That with a view to having the .campaign started at 
the earlie_st possible date, Board members, branches, 
agents, distributing agents, manufacturers and leading 
retail organisations be invited to submit to the Board of 
Management suggestions as to the best publicity media 
for the increased sale of Dried Fruits. 

All A.D.F.A. Branches were then acquainted with the 
Board's decisions with the request that they give them 
consideration, and make known their Views in time for 
the Board to decide:-

(a) whether growers desired The A.D.F.A. to under-· 
take a sales promotion publicity campaign; 

(b) if so, whether an expert Publicity Officer should 
be appointed to The A.D.F.A. staff; 

(c) whether Federal Council 1952 should be asked to 
consider the proposal that growers make a special 
publicity contribution. 

Advertising for Publicity Officer. 

So that suitable applicants could be interviewed ?Y 
i:he General Secretary and be availa.ble for furthe-r m
terview by the BOard an advertisement was inserted in 
two Melbourne newspapers. 

---·-----------·----··· 
SALES PROMOTION. 

"An Australian organisation, marketing its own 
primary produ~tion, with existing nation-wide distri
bution facilities- to food manufacturers and the domes
tic consumer, requires a fully capable man who can 
personally carry out an effectiv-e market survey to 
promote inCreased sales, and who is experienced in 
all phases of publicity media." 

The proposals of the Board were accepted unani
mously by the Branches, many enthusiastically submit
ting excellent publicity and sales promotion suggestions 
which not only showed a keen understanding of sales 
promotional requirements but also provided useful mater
ial for future use. 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

Survey and Report. 
The Board realised that two necessary steps needed 

to be taken if funds which Federal Council would be 
asked to provide were expertly and cm·efu11y expended. 
They were:-

the canying out of a scientific market survey to ac
curately discover the needs of the consumer .in re
spect to D1·ied Vine Fruits, the reaction of the l'e
tail trade to the sale of Dried Vine Fruits, and the 
publicity channels which the survey would show to 
be the most advantageous to cultivate; 

the preparation of a report based on the survey with 
estimates of publicity costs for submission to Fed
eral Council. 

T·o carry out the survey and prepare the report in 
time for Federal Council, the Board were of the opinion 
that the unanimous expressions of approval from 
Branches justified the immediate appointment of a Pub
licity Officer, and selected Mr. J. I. Samson, of Mel
bourne, from a number of highly qualified applicants. 

Mr. J. I. Samson. 

Appointment of Publicity Officer. 

The Board consider Mr. Samson to be well fi,tted for 
the position. After serving in World War II for 3?!: years 
as a Lieut.-Observer with the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal 
Navy, Mr. Samson came to Australia a little over 3 years 
ago. In E1ngland he was an experienced Agency copy
writer, until appointed Press Relations Officer to the 
International Federation of Agri-cultural Producers 
(National Farmers' Union of England and Wales), when 
his duties included administrative work in the establish
ment of the Federation. Since coming to Australia, he 
has undertaken market surveys, has written considerable 
material for national radio advertising, and, prior to his 
appointm·ent by The A.D.F.A., was engaged in sales pro
motion and research for a national group of pub1lca
tions. Mr. Samson commences his duties at the begin
ning of August, although in his spa·re time he has indus
triously participated in the preliminary work of the 
survey. 

With the increasing number of impoTtant matters 
which are now coming before the Board for careful con
sideration and decision, it was felt that a Publicity sub
committee of certain Board members should be formed 
to receive reports from the Publicity Officer, confer with 
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him on all matters of publicity and sales promotion, and · 
place before the full Board for consideration details 
of publicity activities and all proposals on which de
cisions would be required. The Publicity sub-committee 
will meet whenever necessary, and always during the 
period when the full Board is meeting. Those appointed 
to the .sub-committee were Mr. R. M. Simes (Chairman), 
and M-essrs. J. H. Gordon, C. J, Ward, HJ. H. Goodman, 
H. W. Newton, L. G. Cameron and the General Secre
tary. 

In addition to supervising a maTket survey which, in 
view of the shortness of time before Federal Council, 
may need to be carried out by a specialised research 
agency, the duties of the Publicity Officer will be wide 
and varied. They may ·be grouped under three main 
headings:-

(i) carrying out the pl'omotional publicity work 
based on the market sul:'vey; 

(ii) public relations; 
(iii). periodical check surveys. 

What is a Market Survey? 
To the grower who is not familar with the methods 

adopted for market surveys it is advisable to explain that 
a number of carefully prepar-ed questions are personally 
put by highly trained investigators to scientifically 
selected groups of contacts in respect to- income, age, 
residential locality, buying habits, and the like. .The 
answers given ar.e then carefully analysed, and the re
Slllts expertly assessed. These results, which are highly 
accurate if care has been taken in the preparation of the 
original questions, provides the expert sales promotional 
man with the basis on whic.h to work out an effective 
publicity campaign. Compared to the results which are 
obtained the nuinber of contacts made in such a survey 
(about 1000), is surprisingly small. Furthermore it has 
been found that the combined results of a survey of 
Melbourne and Sydney will be applicable to all other 
Australian capital cities~with perhaps a very small clieck 
survey if circumstances point that way. 

The periodical check survey can be conducted almost 
from an office chair by means of mail enquiry. It can be 
virtually continuous, provided the usual careful and 
scientific grouping of contacts and framing of questions 
is carried out. The check survey acts as a measuring stick 
to the original survey, in that, it woul·d reveal by analysis 
any variations in buying habits and consumer demand 
which have been caused by the promotion publicity 
methods used, 

Publicity M'edia Envisaged. 
The methods of promotion publicity which will be used 

will depend, naturally, on what the survey reveals. It 
would undoubtedly follow one, all or many of the fol
lowing media with the emphasis always on Dried Vine 
Fruits. 

Advertising.-ln journals and newspapers:, on the 
radio, and by theatre slides; with films; in retailers' 
stores with appealing display material; public displays of 
various kinds, e.g., Agricultural Shows; use of trained 
demonstrators in retaileTs' stores and at housewives' 
cookery classes; literature of various kinds, -e.g., cookery 
books, recipe slips, educational booklets about the In
dusti·y. 

Public Relations.~The personal approach to retailers, 
distributors and manufacturers by means of trained con
tact men; an advisory service on th.e uses of Dried Vine 
Fruits to the baldng, pastrycook and manufacturing 
trades and to the retailer; ·a service of recipes and ways 
to use Dried Fruits to the home sec'tions of newspapers 
and to women's journals; contact with housewives' as
sociations and schools of domestic economy; cordial 
liaison with newspapers and magazines through unews" 
stories of the Industry and the use of Dried Fruits. 
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It will be seen then that the work of a Publicity Officer 
will be varied and intensive. Carried out on the right 
lines, with a Jot of hard work and the use of publicity 
th:;_ough these channels which, by test, have been shown 
to be the conect ones the need for "splash"· expensive 
advertising will not arise. The funds which growers will 
be asked at. Federal Council to contribute can, and will, 
be expended carefully and to full adVantage. 

Can Publicity Sell? 
The grower will naturally ask "Can this publicity sell 

more fruit?'' and indeed it is a very fair question. The 
answer is contained in an observati-on made by an 
Agency, which at the request of The A.D.F.A., carried 
out a brief enquiry survey amongst housewives during 
May 1952. This Agency wrote, "It is abundantly clear 
that the use of Currants and Sultanas in cooking is 
r,eglected primarily because women do not know how to 
use them in a big enough variety of ways. There is also 
a lamentable lack of appreciation for the nutritional 
qualities of Dried Fruits. We believe that we would have 
such a fertile and almost virginal field to work on that 
success would automatically follow." 

There appears to he, then, every possibility that a sales 
promotion campaig~, expertly handled, will prove suc
cessful, and will justify the grower in contributing the 
necessary fullds. 

The Dried Fruits Publicity Committee. 
As most growers are aware, a Dried Fruits Publicity 

Committee is in existence and has functioned since the 
time, many years ago, when The A.D.F.A. decided to re~ 
linquish solo control over publicity, and the State Boards 
became participating partners. The committee is Topre
sented by the Chairmen of the Victorian, New SoUth 
\'{ales and South Australian· State Boards and the Gen
eral Secretary of The A.D.F.A. Its funds, in recent yea1·s, 
totalling about £5000-£6000 per year, have been con
tributed by the State Boards and The A.D.F.A., mainly 
by the Victorian BoaTd and to a lesser degree by The 
A.D.F .A., from their general growers' levies. Its work, 
by reason of limited finances, has been restricted; its 
n1ain activities are the use of two publicity officers in 
contacting the retail trade, schools,_ women's associations 
&.nd the like; arranging window displays in selected re
tailers' store~j some advertising in journals and news
papers· the issue of a cookery book on request; and ar
ranging displays at the Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide 
Royal Shows. 

In its own fi,eld this prestige advertising has been \Veil 
conducted. 

However, the special sales promotion campaign desired 
by the Federal Council of The A.D.F .A. is designed to 
cover a more comprehensive field. 

The consensus of reports from growers' meetings held 
to discuss the proposal indicate a desire that Industry 
publicity for the home market should be carried out by 
The A.D-.It\A., which is their marketing body closely as-
sociated with the trade, and in constant contact with dis
tributing and consumption problems. 

These reports generally express the opm10n that a 
duplication of Industry publicity is uneconomic. With the 
implementation of the proposal the need for the pre~ent 
Joint Publicity Committee would disappear, and the· 
contributing States Boai·ds would be relieved of the 
necessity to increase the levy on growers for this work. 

AMERICAN PUBLICITY. 
Dried Fruit Sales Nationally JncreaJsing, 

A decided swing by grocers throughout the country 
toward featuring Dried Fruits, and a consequent national 
increase in sales, were reported by L. B. WilliamS1 

DireCtor of the California Drie·d Fruit Research Institute 
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at the Dried Fruit Asso-ciation annual meeting in Santa 
Cruz, California, states the "California Fruit News," of 
3rd May, 1952. 

Mr. Williams estimated that approximately 50,000 
grocery stores have already adopted or are about to 
adopt the Institute's merchandising programme, which 
includes carrying a complete stock of all Dried Fruits, 
arranging these colourfully, and locating the display in 
or faeing the fresh fruit section where housewiv-es natur
ally think of them. To show how this merchandising pro
gramme, which has now been in operation for one year, 
is already a prime _factor in increasing movement of 
Califm·nia Dried Fruits, he cited three recent reports:-

U.S. Department of Agriculture figures show a 13.4 per 
cent gain in mixed Dried Fruit sales. Raisin Advisory 
Board figures show sales of packaged raisins and cur
rants greater by 18.9 per cent. for the period September 
1951 through February 1952 than for the same six 
month period in 1950-51. 

Thousands Adopt Programme. 

Reporting on a recent questionnaire mailed to a cross 
section of recipients of Institute merchandising pro
gramme material during the past year, Mr. Willia-rns dis
closed that 72.4 per cent. have already adopted the pro
gramme, 19.4 per cent. intend to adopt it within the 
next few months, and 3. 7 per cent. are .considering adop
tion. He reported adoption of the programme in thous
ands of independent and voluntary and co-operative 
group stores as well as in leading chain organisations. 

Scores of comments from grocers who have adopted 
the progranime were read at the meeting, and typical 
comments included: "This year our warehouse purchases 
are three times that of a year ago at this time." "W·e have 
doubled our sales." "Since departmentising Dried Fruits 
in the produce department, we have actually doubled 
our sales." "Sinc·e consolidating our Dried Fruits in a 
separate island in the produce department, volume on 
these items has increased five times." "Our movement o:f 
Dried Fruit this year as compared with last shows a 110 
per cent. increase." 

~<Control" and "Test" Stores. 

Describing a test demonstration of the programme 
made last October and November in ten Minneapolis 
area stores, Mr. Williams ·explained that weekly recovds 
of sales in all ten stores were kept for a four week "pre
test'' period to determine normal sales for that time of 

year. Five "Control" stores then continued to mer
chandise Dried Fruits as before, while five "Test" stores 
adopted the Institute programme-stocking a complete 
line, arranging the display cOlourfully, and locating it 
in or facing the fresh fruit S·ection. All ten stores were 
then checked weekly again for a four week 11test" period 
to determine comparative sales. 

During the four week test period, the "Test" stores, 
following the Institute plan, sold over twice as much 
Dried Fruit as the "Control" stores, which were follow
ing the usual merchandising practices. During the four 
week test period, the 1'Test" stores sold 2275 pounds of 
Dried Fruit more than they had during the previous four 
weeks pre-test period. The "Test" stores sold more than 
twice as many pounds of Dried Fruit per store per week 
as the 1'Conti:ol" stores did during the test period. Dur
ing the four week test period, the "Test" sto_res sold 
over twice as much in dollar value. 

Seasonal Tes~s. 
Describing another test demonstration made last July 

and August to determine sales possibilities of Dried 
Fruits in summer months, Mr. Williams said: "This test 
in July and August in Kansas, although complicated by a 
major flood in the area, conclusively proved that Dried 
Fruits can and will -sell in volume in summer months 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

when they are properly merchandised as outlined in our 
Institute programme." This test was conducted in four 
Topeka area stores, and lasted seven weeks during July 
and August. In this period the Topeka area was ravaged 
by one of the worst floods in its history. 

Despite the mid-summer heat and major flood condi
tions, the four stores moved well over 1-2 tons of Dried 
Fruit, and one store, where over 100 per cent. inerease 
was shown upon adoption of the full Institute plan, said; 
"My experience this summer has convinced me that we 
can double our sales of Dried Fruits any time of the year 
by moving them into the fresh fruit department and 
stocking a complete line. I don't think we lost a dime oi 
fresh fruit sales beeause of our Dried Fruit effort. In 
fact, I'm sure we sold some fresh fruit and other items 
because customers wanted them to combine with Dried 
Fruits, We're sold on Dried Fruits as a year-around 
profit maker, and intend to merchandise them frdm now 
on." 

Sales Gain of 19 Per Cent. 

The California Raisin Advisory Board ("California 
Fruit News," of 5th April, 1952) reported that in a sur
vey of. marketing results for the first half of the 1951-
52 season volume of raisin sales is at the highest level 
in five years. Packaged raisins, alone, showed a sales gain 
of 19 per cent. over the preceding season. Bulk raisin 
shipments go in large measure for bakery, confectionery 
and breakfast cereal products. The industry p1·ogramme 
during the spring and early summer months of this year 
is designed to direct consumer attention to use of raisins 
in baked goods. According to Paul L. Johnson, Board 
manager signs are increasingly evident of a renewed 
baker inierest in the production of raisin bread of high 
quality. Yet another indication of the U.S.A. Dr~ed Frui~s 
Industry's interest in the need for sales promotron publi
city is the announcement last May,_ by one. of the la1:ge~t 
processors and distributors of Dned Frmts, that 1t IS 
Lusy preparing merchandising and advertising :plans for 
increased nation-wide distribution under its own labels. 

Delegates To Consider. 

These aspects of the problem of Sales Promotion are 
set out for the infOTmation of Branches which will be 
sending their delegates to the October Federal Council, 
which body will decide A.D.F.A. policy on this important 
matter. 
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EXPORT CONTROL BOARD. 

T·he twenty-seventh annual r·eport to 30th June 1951 
has been issued. 

The Control Board's report notes that the industry has 
€Xperienced another year of .excessively low production, 
the 1951 season's pack of dried currants, sultanas and 
lexias being estimated at 55,000 tons. The average an
nual production during the past three seasons has been 
approximately 56,000 tons, which compat·es most un
favoura-bly with normal output. This has resulted in a 
severe curtailment of exports to all overseas markets. 

The U.K. contract prices were reviewed during the 
year when members of the Board visited London. The 
new prices (Currants £75, Sultanas £100, Lexias £100 
English currency, per ton f.o.b.) 1·epresent substantial 
increases on the prices received for shipments to the 
United Kingdom in past years, and have been welcomed 
by the Industry. 

During the seven years 1938-1944, annual production 
averaged 89,660 tons, whereas for the seven years 1945-
1951, the aver:lge was 63,625 tons. For the last three 
seasons (1949-1951), the average was 56,-000 tons, Co
inciding with Australia's 1·educed output for 1951 was 
that of California, whose crop was the smallest since 
1921, resulting in a short-supplied export market and 
greatly advanced prices. Of the entire crop for the sea
son 30,000 tons was made available ·by The A.D.F·.A. for 
export and preliminary allocations were United Kingdom 
13,000 tons; Canada 10,500; New Zealand 5000; other 
markets 1500. 

The above markets could have absorbed 70,000 tons of 
Dried Vine Fruits from Australia this year, and it is 

greatly regretted that it has not been possible to export 
even half that quantity. Exporters were instructed to 
arrange insurance with the banks guaranteeing the full 
exchange rate on au shipments tO the United Kingdom 
and Canada. 

The Board realises· the necessity of Ueeping abreast of 
improvements in production, processing, packing, and 
marketing methods, and to th1s end, on behalf of the 
Board, Mr. Mallo~h undertook to return from' Eng
land via America, where he visited the growing areas 
and packing houses of California. The delay in the ship
ment of Dried Fruits of the 1950 season to New Zealand 
was the cause of serious conc·ern. Up to the commence
ment of the 1951 season, it was only possible to ship 
3664 tons out of an allocation_ of 5000 tons. 

The question of prestige publicity in the United King
<lom has recently been discussed by the Overseas Trade 
Publicity Committee, and at a meeting held in Mel
bourne on the 24th November, 1950, at which the Board 
was represented, consideration was given to the general 
role of -publicity and trade promotion in the United 
Kingdom with respect to the present and future market 
situation of those commodities the export of which is 
under the control of statutory marketing boards. As the 
rresent contract with the United Kingdom Government 
terminates in J.953, the Board will arrange, through the 
Overseas Trade Publicity Committee, for such advertis
ing as 'Yill he necessary should the bulk purchase of 
Dried Fruits by the British Ministry of Food be dis
continued. Funds have been accumulated by the Board 
for this purpose. 

The report which is liberally supplied with statistical 
tables contained the following financial statements. 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 30th JUNE, 1951. 

To Board Members-
Australia-Fees 

T r a y, elling Ex· 
penses 

London-Fees 
Staff Salaries and .1\Uowances

Aust\·alia .. 
London 

Staff Travelling Expenses
Australia 
London 

Rent
AustraHa 
London 

·£2,317 7 0 

4,455 13 10 

4,323 14 7 
2,915 7 7 

67 3 4 
16 7 3 

236 1 2 
687 10 0 

Cablegrams, 'Telegrams and Postage---
Australia .. 136 10 8 
London 91 7 1 

General Expenses, including 
Printing, Stationery, Office Ra-
quisitcs, Pay Roll Tax, Tele-
phone, Lighting, Heating and 
Sundries-

Australia 609 9 0 
London .. 413 9 3 

Depreciation-Office Furniture--
Australia 14 3 10 
London 3 0 7 

Reimbursement to Exporters of Forward Ex-
change Contracts with Commonwealth llunk 

Extra Cost of Transporting Fruit for New Zea-
land by Road during Railway Strike 

Contributions~ 

Development of Canadian :;nd Other Markets 
Dl'ied Fruit Investigation:3 1 in Australia .. 

~~--~--

Page Twe-nty 

By Export Levies £7,195 5 0 
Intel'est-Australia 2,742 9 
Sundry Collections-London 5,910 14 1 
Profit from Sale of Commonwealth Inscribed 

£6,773 0 10 Stock 42 3 2 
312 10 0 Balance .. 20,581 7 7 

7,239 2 2 

83 10 7 

823 11 2 

226 17 9 

1,022 18 3 

17 4 5 

16,352 14 7 

1,371 12 7 

840 5 8 
1,408 7 7 

£36,471 15 7 £36,471 15 7 
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BALANCE SHEET 30th JUNE, 1961. 

LIABILITIES. 
Accumulated Funds-

Balance at 30/6/1950 £110,224 8 2 
Less Excess of Expenditure 

over Income 20,581 7 7 
£89,643 0 7 

Provision '"' Variation ln Exchange Rate 2, 797 16 4 
Superannuation Fund 10,100 0 0 
In teres~ on Investment 557 17 6 

10,657 17 ' Sundry Creditors-
London 1,244 12 6 

£104,343 6 11 

ASSETS. 
Ca~;h on Hand-Melbourne £2 0 0 

London 23 1 9 

Cash at Bank-Melbourne 2,021 18 10 
London 7,280 6 0 

Postage Stamps on Hand-Melbourne 
Levies Rec,_~ivable 

Sundry Debtors-London 
Commonwealth Government-

Inscribed Stock 78,600 0 0 
Interest Accrued 659 10 3 

Superannuation Fund-
Cash in Commonwealth Savings 

Bank . . . . . . . . 578 11 9 
Investment (Co m·m on wealth 

Bonds) 10,000 0 0 
Interest Accrued 79 5 9 

Deposits-London (Telephone) 
Office Furniture, Plant and Equip~ 

ment (less depreciaUon)-
Melbourne 269 12 11 
J.,ondon 2,805 2 0 

£26 9 

9,302 4 10 
4 10 0 

1,593 19 8 
522 18 0 

79,159 10 3 

10,657 17 6 
2 10 0 

--------------~~·~.0~7~4~1~4~1:1 

£104,343 6 11 

(Note.-AU items 'tru dt'lWn in Australian Curruncy.) 

VICTORIAN BOARD. 
The annual report for the year ended 31st December, 

1951, has been published by the Board. Production .for 
the season is shown to be Cuuants 5952 tons; Sultanas 
24,175 tons; Lexias 3576 tons; Prunes 193 tons; Peaches 
112 tons; Apricots 22 tons; Pears 77 tons. Total Vines 
33,703 tons; Total Trees 404 tons; Grand Total 34,107 
tons. Harvesting conditions were good, the whole of the 
crop being delivered to packing houses in an excellent 
dry -condition. The Board notes 'that the crop was light 
for Sultanas, and average for Currants and GoTdos show
ing on the vines. Thr,ee cases of regulations breaches 
occurred during the year-one against a grower who had 
not passed his fruit through a registered packing house. 
Reference was ma·de to the Board's participation in the 
vctivities of the Dried Fruits Publicity Committee, 

foreign matter in Dried Fruits, uniform account sales 
and allo-cations to the Commonwealth market. 

Members of the Board were Mr. Parker J. Moloney 
(Chairman), Mr. F. M. Read, M.Agr.Sc. (Deputy Chair
man) and Messrs. S. R. Mansell, H. V. Davey, A. Raw
lings, D. A. Cockroft and D. E. Barry Wood. Finances 
show a deficit of £2638 which has beeh m~t from accumu
lated Income and Expenditur-e Account. 

At the January meeting the auditors' report on 1950 
pool accounts was examined. The Board were concerned 
that the auditors' report referred to a disparity in the 
net returns on distillery and salvage fruit as shown by 
various packing houses and hoped that a uniform method 
of handling would be a-chieved. -Some illegal trafficking in 
Dried Fruits has been noted in the Shepparton district. 
The Board's levy on growers was raised to 5/lOd. per 
ton. Applications for packing houses and dehydrator regi
strations were before the" Board. 

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1951. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Administration (Standard Salaries) . . £2,511 18 6 
Allowance for Cost of Living Increases 955 13 1 

Board Fees .. 
Travelling Expenses 
Illegal Trafficking-Policing of 
Rent and Cleaning 
Inspection and Grading 
Publicity Committee 
Postage and Telephones .. 
Stationery and Printing .. 
Department of Agriculture 
General Advertising 
Audit Fee (Government) 
Examination of Packers' Annual Returns and Pool 

AcC;Ounts 
Election Costs 
Pay-roll 'ra:x: .. 
Insurance 
Staff Superannuation Fund 
Office Expenses and Incidentals 
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£3,467 11 7 
600 I) 0 
325 19 3 
872 10 ·i 
368 0 0 

2,194 3 7 
2,000 0 0 

243 9 4 
178 8 10 
150 0 0 

31 12 10 
10 10 0 

120 0 0 
61 8 . 7 
80 9 1 . 

18 ' 
240 6 11 

83 6 10 

£11,028 15 10 

Contribution-Growers .. 
Interest on Stock 
Premium on Sale of Stock 
By Debit Balance . . . . 

INCOME. 

.. /., 
£8,240 

146 
3 

2,638 

11 1.1 ~ 
15 4 

2 " 6 1 

.£11,028 15 10 
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1951. 

1950. 
£635 16 
9,667 10 

£10,303 

LIABILITIES. 1951. 
8 Sundry Creditors £494 9 
9 Income and Expendituye Account-

Balance at 1st 
January, 1951 £9,667 10 9 

Less Deficit for 
yeaJ.' 2,638 1 

7,029 4 .'3 

5 £7,523 13 8 

Powers of State Boards. 

In the Report of the Victorian State Board posted to 
growers in that State, reference is made to the p1·oblem 
of a1location between Commonwealth and Export Mar
kets together with the fixing of maximum quotas that can 
be sold in Australia. These powers do not rest with any 
State Board or Combination of the State Boards. The 
power of a State Board ends at its State boundaries. 
The decision as to what shall be held for the Common
wealth and what shaH be advised to the Export Contl·ol 
Board as surplus for overs-eas sale is for decision by 
the growers and is greatly the question of A.D.F.A. ad
ministration. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BOARD. 
Yet another annual report has been received for the 

year ended 31st December, 1951. Production for the 
season is shown to be Currants 2698 tons; Sultanas 223 
tons; Lexias 206 tons.; Total 3127 tons. Although favour
able conditions were enjoyed during the growing period, 
advm'se drying weather was experienced which resulted 
in loss of quality, extra handling and delay in packing. 
(In the W-est Australian Board Report theTe appem·s also 

1950. 1951. 
ASSETS. 

£4,559 12 4 Cash at TYeasury £2.279 18 ' 5,000 0 0 Inscribed Stock 4;500 0 0 
431 0 5 Furnittue and Fittings at Cost 431 0 5 
312 14 8 Motoy Cart at Cost 312 14 8 

£10,303 7 5 £7,523 13 8 

an enoneous appre-ciation of powers on overall Common
. wealth allocations. This note is made with a view to some 
clarification of a matter that has been the subject of 
debate at recent meetings of growers.-Editor "Dried 
Fruits News,") The report which includes references to 
the Board's activities in the Publicity Committee and 
1951 Commonwealth production is concise and attrac
tively presented. 

Members of the Board were Mr. H. S. Bickford (Chair
man) and Messrs. J. Duff jnr,, G. McD. Edgecombe, S. 
J, Anderson and S. Perich. Finances showed a welcome 
surplus of £251. Accounts for the year are heTein shown. 

Meetings were held in March, April and May. Mr. 
Bickford was unable to preside due to continued indis
uosition, and Mr. Duff occupied the Chair. Mr. Duff was 
appointed in May to be Deputy Chairman by the Gov
·ernor in Executive Council. Most items of business were 
of a Toutine nature, except· for a matteT of unbranded 
boxes of CuTTants; the seed content of Currants; State 
quotas; the intention to take legal opinion on the con
ditions under which fruit was receiv-ed by packing houses 
and payments ~Jf proceeds. Growers' levy was fixed at 
5/3d. per ton. 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1951. 

EXPENDITURE. 

To Office Administration and Secretadal 
Board Fees and Expenses 
l'Yinting and Stationery 

, Postages and Telegrams 
General Expenses .. 
Audit Fees 
Publicity . . . . 
Inspection Fees 

, Election l!;x-penses 
, Excess of Income over Expenditure 

£260 0 
96 12 
28 17 
12 4 
10 13 

5 5 
50 0 

103 0 
28 6 

250 12 

0 
0 
7 
9 
6 
0 
0 
0 
2 
3 

£845 11 3 

INCOME. 
By Gl·owers' Contributions 

, Packing Shed R•cgistration 
, Interest 

Fees 
£820 

5 
19 

17 ' 0 0 
13 1·1 

£845 11 3 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER, 1951. 

LIABILITIES. 
Sundry Creditors 
Excess of Assets OVCJ.' Liabilities as at 

1st January, 1951 . . £970 1 '1 
Add Excess o( Income over Expendi-

ture for year ended 31st December, 
1951 250 12 3 

£7 17 :) 

1,220 13 10 

£1,228 11 7 

NEW SOUTH WALES BOARD. 
At the May meeting the Board welcomed the new 

member, Mr. J. J. Mu:idoch, of Dareton, who, under the 
new division of constituencies, represents Coomealla. To 
reduce the number of sittings the Boat:d decided to 
utilise the provision of· the Act permitting members to 
make inter-meeting decisions by conespondence. D-espite 
a loss of £458 in the 1951 accounts the Board confirmed 
its fi,xed policy of not seeking higher contribut~ons from 
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Cash at Bank 
Cash in Hand 

Sundl'Y Debtol'S 
O!Uce Furniture 

ASSETS.' 
. . £1,212 18 10 

1 10 4 
1,214 9 2 

12 2 5 
2 0 0 

£1,2:J.8 11 •7 

growers while reserves remained ample to meet any de
ficiencies in a year's operations. An examination of the 
list of water licences showed none that might have an 
effect on the Industry, The expansion of the. Coomealla 
extensions by increased planting of vines was discussed, 
and on information recaived it would seem that although. 
variations to farm size had been made planting would be 
within the authorised figure of 2500 acres. The opinion 
was expTessed that inspection of drying greens had done 
good and periodical action was -desirable, Following on 
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discussions with Mr. Bryden of the Hepartment of Agri~ 
culture l'egarding the Department's statement that the 
Young district was a ''marginal" district for prune grow
ing, the Board were informed that the reasons given by 
Mr. Bryden for such a classification were (a) climate
irregular rainfall; and (b) soil erosion, and in reply Mr. 
Bryden had been informed that Young district had an 
average rainfall of 25-26 inches and was the largest Prune 
producing district in Australia. As Young could not be 
irrigated, the Soil Conservation Commission had been 
asked to carry- out a special survey of the orchards to as
certain what .could be done to mitigate soil erosion. 

The Board decided that the end of April or early May 
would be the most appropriate time for the Consultative 
Committee to recommend quotas for submission to the 
Board'/.1 Minister. Earlier discussion should be avoided. 
It was confirmed that the Consultative Committee wa's to 
be a recommending body without executive powers. 

Other matters dealt with were .·effects of Empire pre
ference, advertising tho sale of D1·ied Fruits by The 
A.D.F.A., estimated production for 1952 and inspector's 
1·eport. 

THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE. 
Consternation has been expressed in A.D.F.A. growers' 

circles at the premature assessment by the Consultative 
Committee in March-(within 13 days of the opening of 
the 1952 Season)-that the Commonwealth market's re
quirements of Dried Vine Fruits this year would be 
26,000 tons, and the press announcement attributed to 
the Victorian State Board, acting on behalf of all the 
State Bo:;trds under some power which it does not appear 
to possess, that the State Boards would authorise quotas 
to cover this tonnage. ( 

Such a premature assessment followed by such a pre
cipitate announcement and the acceptance, on the advice 
of the Consultative Committee, by the State Boards- of 
very high initial quotas definitely acts inequitably against 
the gTowers who form The A.D.F.A., in that they are 
precluded from enjoying an equitable share of the sales 
on the Commonwealth market. 

Anxious to Know Basis. 

The A.D.F.A. Board of Management were anxious to 
know the basis on which the Consultative Committee had 
made their assessment seeing that they, that is the Board 
of Management, being responsible for the marketing of 

· the Association's Dried Vine Fruits production in the 
Commonwealth had "tentatively" assessed sales at 20,200 
tons in March, (confirmed at the Apl'il meeting), and ad
vised to the State Boards. Accordingly the Chairman of 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board, who it is believed is a 
member of the Consultative Committee, was asked 
whether he could supply the basis .of assessment. In re
ply the Chail'man stated:-

"Your letter dated 23rd ult. in reply to mine of th·e 
3rd ult. addressed to the General Secretary ·of The 
A.D.F.A., re above subject, reached this Office when I 
was absent at Mildura to attend a meeting of my Board 
and an inspection of packing houses at that centre. 
Hence delay in this reply to you. 

"In your letter, you request that the information -on 
which my Board, acting on the advice of the Consulta
tive Committee, based its ·estimate of 26,000 tons as the 
Commonwealth requirement for 1952 should be made 
known .to your Board of Management. 

"I am somewhat surprised at your request for I had 
thought that in my letter of the 3rd ult. above quoted, 
to the General Secretary of The· A.D.F.A., I had made 
the position very clear as to how the Consultative Com
mittee· and the majority of the State Boards arrived at 
the figure of 26,000 tons. 
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"I think, therefore, that to meet your request, it 
should be only necessary to repeat the information given 
in my abovementioned letter of the 3rd ult. with per
haps some greater details in amplification of that in
formation. 

HBefore doing so, however, I think it only right that 
you should be aware of all the facts and circumstances 
relative to the meeting of the Consultative Committee on 
the 13th March when the recommendation was reached 
regarding the 26,000 ton estimate. 

"The fads are as follows: 
~'On the 4th March a letter was sent by the Secretary 

of the Consultative Committee to both the General Sec
retary of The A.D.F.A. and to the Secretary of the Dried 
Fruits Export Control Board inviting both these bodies 
to send lcpresent.aLves to t11e mectmg of the Consu.ta
tive Committee held on the 13th March. The object of 
that invitation was that the Consultative Committee re
presenting the State Boards might hilve the benefit of 
the advice of The A.D.F.A. and Export Control Board 
in deciding questions relating to the Australian require
ment of Dried Vine Fruits for 1952 and to the issue of 
relative opening quotas. Replies declining both invita
tions were rec·eived. The reply, however, declining the 
invitation, from the General Secretary of The A.D.F.A. 
on the grounds that it was too early for your Board of 
Management to reach a decision on the estimat1~d pack 
and its allocation to the various markets· was not re
ceived by the Secretary of the Consultative Committee 
until the day following the meeting of that Committee 
in Melbourne, and notwithstanding this, your Board of 
Management met some three days later in Melbourne to 
discuss this whole question of allocations. 

"I can definitely say th:it, if this Teply had been re
-ceived from your General Secretary earlier and ·if the 
Consultative Committee had known that your J,3oard' of 
Management had arranged such a meeting in Melbomne 
at that time, steps would have been taken by the Con
sultative Committee to postpone its meeting of the 13th 
March to enable any representatives of your Association 
to be present. 

"In, the circumstances, however, the Consultative Com
mittee, acting on behalf of the State Boards who alone 
are possessed of statutory powers to deal with Common
wealth quotas, had no alternative but to consider the 
quota requirements f01; Australia on the information in 
Its own possession. 

Consultative Committee's Findings. 

"This information was based on the following findings 
of the Consultative Committee: 

1. Records of adjustments made by The A.D.F.A. be
tween selling agents throughout the Commonwealth also 
"\¥estern Australian Sultanas and fruit handled outside 
The A.D.F·.A. revealed that 2.3,093 tons of Dried Vine 
Fruits were sold on the Commonwealth market in 1951 
as follows: 

A.D.F.A. W.A. "Outside" Total 
Currants .. 5,995 100 6,095 
Sultanas " 13,654 223 80 13,957 
Lexias " .. 3,016 25 3,041 

22,665 223 205 23,093 
2. Information gathered by officers of the Publicity 

Committee after a comprehensive check made by them 
throughout the retail trade revealed widespread com
plaints amongst storekeepers at the late delivery oi 
seeded raisins some stating that housewives were, as a 
l'esult, forced to purchase dates as a substitute. So 
numerous were the complaints tabulated by these officers 
that the Consultative Committee was satisfied that double 
ti1e 'quantity of seeded raisins could have been sold if 
delivered in time for the ,Christmas trade. 
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"TherefoTe, by doubling the quantity of Lexias sold in 
Australia last year (viz., 3041 tons), it would mean the 
addition ot that tonnage to last year's Commonwealth 
sales of 23,093 tons as shown in the above table, or a 
total of 26,134 tons which approximates the Consulta
tive Committee's estimate of 26,000 tons to" meet Aus
tralia's requirements for 1952. 

"The Committee's estimate that Australia could con
sume this year double the quantity of seeded Taisins 
made available in 1951 seemed fully justified in view of 
the statement made some days later at Mildura by the 
Federal President of the DTied Fruits Distributors' As
sociation (Mr. P. H. Jeffery) who declared, as reported 
in "Sunraysia Daily'' of 17/3/52, that Fruit Distributors 
in N. S. W. ·could sell this year four times the quantity 
of seeded raisins which they disposed of last year, and 
that an earlier estimate from distributors covering the 
whole of Australia was that twice to 21 times the quan
tity of seeded raisins could be sold this year. 

"I hope the foregoing will cover the information you 
seek. 

"In con"clusion, I wish to- emphasise that it is the de
sire of· my Board and the other State Boards that agree
ment can in futur·e be reached for full collaboration and 
diScussion between them and your Association on oc
casions when the question of Australian quotas are being 
considered. 

"Otherwise differences are likely to oc-cur, thus giving 
rise to hurtful propaganda in certain quarters to the 
effect that there is ill-feeling and lack of co-operation 
between your Association and the State Boards-a pro
~aganda which is opposed to the best interests of the 
Industry, and one which is clearly not sanctioned or 
desired by the State Boards as evidenced by their peri
o.dical invitations issued through the Consultative Com
mittee to your Association and the Export Control Board 
to be present on these occasions." 

Letter Carefully Co-nsidered. 

At the June meeting of the Board of Management, 
this letter was ·considered most .carefully, firstly for the 
obvious lack of any details of up-to-date evidence on 
which the Consultative Committee would base a reason
able assessment, and secondly the nature of some of 
t:he assertions made in the opening paragraphs of the 
letter. T·o completely clarify the position the Board of 
Management decided that the Chairman should provide 
a detailed reply which was done in the following terms. 
A copy has been sent to each State Board so that all 
are aware of the Association's views. 

"I have to acknowledge your letter of 2nd May, the 
contents of which were considered by my Board of Man
agement at their June meeting. In replying to the vari
ous parts of your letter I feel that in .the first instance 
it is most necessary to clarify some of the asseTtions 
made by you regai'ding the invitation by the Consulta
tive Committee to this Association to attend its meeting 
on 13th March, and in the second instance to comment 
on the premature recommendation of the .Consultative 
Committee as to this season's estimated sales of Dried 
Vine Fruits. in the Commonwealth. 

"Your letter intimates that this Association declined 
the invitation to the COnsultative Committee meeting as 
no information was available which would assist the Con
sultative Committee in any way. That 'is quite correct. 
Your letter, however, continues by stating that some few 
days later my Board met in Melbourne to discuss the 
whole question of allocations. That is incorre-ct, for it 
implies to the members of my Board that information 
must have been in the possession of this Association at 
the time of the Consultative- Committee's meeting and 
had been deliberately withheld. 
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"So that this particular matter is quite clear to you 
it is desirable to state· that no information was available 
to this Association at the time the Consultative Com
mittee's invitation was declined. Furthermore, at the ac
tual date of the Consultative Committee's meeting no in
formation, which the various State Boards did not al
ready possess, was available which would hav·e assisted 
the Committee in any way. The contents of the- Associa
tion's letter of 7th March are, therefore, in every way 
correct. 

Committee' is Mistaken. 

"You are mistaken when you state that my Board met 
some few days after the Consultative Committee meeting 
to discuss the whole question of allocations. No notice 
of meeting was issued, the full Board did not meet, and 
the discussions which took place were not formal. The 
Assbciation's letter of 17th March sent to your Board and 
to the other State Boards clearly stated that as 1some 
members of my Board of Management wer.e in Mel
bourne to-day consideration was given to the latest esti
mated packs of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias, and the 
tentative requirements of the Commonwealth market." 
This intimation appears to me and my co-members as 
&·Ufficient without an addendum to the effect that those 
gentlemen who form part of my Board were in Mel
bourne on other business. I eannot help but feel that 
your statement regarding the conferring together of some 
of my co-members and myself on the 17th March is ir
relevant to the request contained in my letter of the 
23rd April, for the details on which the Consultative 
Committee based its recommendatiOn of 26,000 tons. 

"Your letter states that this Association's reply de
clining the Consultative Committee's invitation was not 
received by the Seeretary of ·the Committee until after 
it had met. Yet I have evidence which shows that the 
Secretary saw a roneoed copy of the Association's lettet 
just prior to the Committee's meeting which fairly indi
cates that at least two members of the Committee (the 
possessor of the ·roneoed copy and the Secretary) knew 
before the meeting that the Association had replied and 
the nature of the reply. I feel that perhaps I am justified 
in rightly assuming that you, yourself, also knew of the 
Association's reply before the meeting as· a roneoed 
copy had been sent to the Victorian Dried Fruits Board 
as well as to all other State Boards. The implication con
tained in your letter that the nature of the Association's 
reply was not known before the Committee met as the 
Secretary had not ree.eived it is not supported by evi
dence which I have stated above. I might add that if the 
meeting of the· Consultative Committee on the 13th 
March was contingent on the Association accepting the 
Committee's invitation to be present as implied in the 
seventh paragraph of your letter a telephone call by the 
Committee's Se~retal'y; or from your Board, to the Gen
eral Secretary would have elicited immediately the As
sociation's reply. The time factor between the date (6th 
March) that the Consultative Committee's invitation was 
received by the General Secretary and the date (13th 
March),- on which the Consultative Committee were to 
meet was so short that a telephone enquiry seems to 
have been a most appropriate method of parallel eom
munication to the Committee's written invitation. 

Committee's Dama.ging Statement. 

"In the two last paragraphs of· your letter you refer 
to the desirability of full co-operation between the As
sociation and the State Boards, and with this viewpoint 
my Board, on behalf of the Association, heartily concur. 
I may say quite emphaticall~ that at no time whatsoever 
has this Association ever considel'ed that eo-operation 
'"''"ith the State Boards is undesirable, and its actions ever 
since the time when it sponsored the -establishment of 
the State Boards has been to assist to the benefit o:f the 
Industry as a whole. I feel sure that you will agree that 
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this has been ~o and has never wavered, as may ·be con
firmed by a perusal of the ·correspondence which has 
passed between The A.D.F.A. and the State Boards frOm 
time to time. To the knowledge of this Association no 
propaganda has been indulged in which would be or has 
been hurtful to the prestige or statutory status of the 
State Boards. I recollect however that in 1950 a damag
ing and illadvised press statement issued by the Con
sultative Committee had to be definitely refuted by pub
lic advertisement by this Association, which to the minds 
of my cO-members and myself tended to belittle, and in
deed over-rode, the powers which are exclusi\"e to each 
State Board. 

"It is unnecessary for me to mention that the Consul
tative Committee was formed by the State Boards as an 
advisory body on matters, which for the benefit of the 
Industry, seemed to require unifOrm action, but I be
lieve I am COl'l'ect in stating that the Consultative Com
mittee has no statutory powers and owes its existence 
entirely to the State Board·s. My Association believe 
therefore, that the Consultative Committee can only ac.f 
on behalf of the State Boards as they so direct, and that 
in considering matters which the State Boards require it 
to consider the information before the Committee must 
come from the Boards·. It seems, therefore, only right in 
deference to the statutory powers of each State Board 
that all essential data which from time to time this As
sociation can provide should he conveyed to each State 
Board who may, or may not, as each thinks fit pass it 
to the advisory Consultative Committee. It seems un
necessary for representatives of this Association to at
tend meetings of the Committee s·eeing that, if the State 
Boards consider it necessary, the Committee will possess 
all informa,tion which this Association is able to provide. 

"The foregoing, as I have observed, seems quite ir
relevant to my 1·equest of the 23rd April to the eff·ect 
that as the Consultative Committee considered the Com .. 
monwealth require~ents this season to be 26,000 tons my 
Board were anxious to obtain the information on which 
the Committee based its estimate, seeing that this As
sociation estimated the requireinents at approximately 
20,200 tons, but because of the nature of pOl'tion of your 
reply I have. as already explained, deemed it necessary 
to claTify certain assertions in your letter. 

Board Looked For Reasons. 

"My Board was hopeful that your reply of 2nd May 
would have provided reasons: 

(i) for considering that the sales of_ Currants and 
Sultanas this season would be equal to the sales 
of last year; 

(ii) fo1· the basis, other than the reports of officers 
of the Publicity Committee an examination of 
which shows them to be in very general terms 
with no analytical detail whatsoever, on which 
increased sales of over 3000 tons of Seeded 
Raisins could be made this year; 

(iii) for accepting, without apparent· question or evfln 
refer-ence to this Association, a newspaper an
nouncement attributed to the Federal Dried 
Fruits Distributors' Association regarding the 
Commonwealth market's capacity to absorb fur
ther large quantities of Seeded Raisins; 

(iv) for omitting the stocks in the hands of the trade 
at the end of the 1951 season, and the extent to 
which these stocl<s would affect sales this. season. 

"Reasons, such as the foregoing would, in the opinion 
of my Board have been necessary for it to reass.ess its 
estimate of 20,200 tons which later. developments now 
point to as 18,000 tons. 

"AltOgether, my Board consider that the action of the 
Consultative Committee in attempting to assess the Com
monwealth market's requirements as early as the second 
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week in March was premature, and that the press an
nouncement attributed to you on behalf of your Board 
that 26,000 tons would be sold was ill-advised and of no 
assistance to the Industry whatsoever. 

"Initial q:uotas authorised in MarCh which would have 
permitted a portion of each State's produetion to be 
marketed in t:Q_at State would, in the opinion of this As
sociation, have been advisable and entirely in accordance 
with the various State Board's powers, followed at later 
dates with further authoris-ed quotas· as the trend of 
Commonwealth consumption became more apparent. 

Undue Advantages. 

"The effect of authorising the present high quotas has 
been to give growers who are not in The A.D.F.A. undue 
advantages on the Commonwealth market. 

"That the Association, as a whole, is concerned with 
the premature assessment of the Consultative Commit
t·ee.and the press announcement attributed to your Board 
may be gauged, not only from the terms of this letter, 
but from the discussions on 26th May at a meeting of the 
Mildura DiStrict Council, when a member of your Board 
was present, which resulted in the following resolution 
being pass·ed ~ 

'That this District Council A.D.F.A.-submit the item 
"Consideration he given to the value·, powers and costs 
involved of the State Boards Consultative Committee" 
at Victorian State Conference 1952 and Federal 
Council 1952, and further, that the Executive or a 
Sub~committee, be appointed to frame a motion for 
consideration at the next meeting of the Distriet 
Council,' 

and from as far distant as Western Australia where on 
the 8th May a general meeting of growers passed this 
resolutinn ~ 

'That this meeting deplores the precipitate action of 
the Victorian Dried Fruits Board ill declaring such 
high quotas as in 1951, having in mind that this ac~ 
tion enabled outside packers to sell more than a fair 
share on the Australian- market, and requests the 
W.A. State Board, sUpported by grower.J in this State, 
to make strong representations that before such de~ 
claration is made, it should have the endorsement of 
all States.' 
11Seeing that it is one matter to assess the market's 

requirements and quite another matter to induce that 
inarket to huv it seems altogether unnecessary, and in
deed inadvisable, to publicly announce, at least so early 
in the season, that the requirements of a particular mar
ket will be a stated tonnage. It would be of interest to 
my BoaTd and growers generally to learn what advant
ages your Board considered would aecrue to the Indus
try by the press announcement Teferred to. 

"I am unable to agree that the tonnages as. stated in 
your letters of the 3rd April and 2nd May reflect the 
actual Commonwealth sales or consumption 'for Season 
1951. 1 notice that the final adjustment figures prepared 
by this Association and made available to your Board 
have been taken as final sales, whereas minor adjust
ments have taken place s-ince compilation. The differ
ences are, however, small. I notice also that the total 
tonnage attributed to "outsiders" has been taken in as 
Commonwealth sales without any deduction for exports 
or the fact that they produced no Lexias. 

Sales and Net Consumption. 

"I therefore give you details of the following adjust
ments and the calculation of net consumption in the 
Commonwealth for Season 1951, the compilation of 
which was not achieved until the end of April. 
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Currants Civil Services Total 
Final adjustlpent---.-.--tons 5,673 323 5,996 
Increase on completion of 

sales .. . . . . . . . . 4 4 

5,677 323 6,000 

Sultanas 
Final adjustment-tons 13,084 571 13,655 
Western Australia 223 223 
Variations on completion of 

sales .. . . . . . . . . -18 +5 -13 

13,289 576 13,865 

Lexias 
Final adjustment---.--tons 2,993 23 3,016 
Increase on completion of 

sales .. . . . . . . . . 14 14 

3,007 23 3,030 

"Outsiders" ·Curran~s 

109.25 
55.75 

Sultanas Lexias 
Total pack-tons 
Exported . . . . . . . . 

100.10 Nil 
71.50 Nil 

Commonwealth sales . 53.50 28.60 Nil 

Total Sales 
Currants-tons 
Sultanas 
Lexias .. 

Board's 2/5/52 
6,095 

13,957 
3,041 

23,093 

Net Commonwealth Consumption 
Stocks in hands of Distribu-

tors and Manufacturers 
(A.D.F.A. only)-

As at 1/3/51: 
Currants .... 
Sultanas . . . . 
Lexias 
Seeded Raisins 

As at 29/2/52 (incomplete) 
Currants .... 
Sultanas . . . . 
Lexias 
Seed_ed Raisins 

Deduct Services . . . . . . . . 

Net Consumption 

572 
1,797 

17 
194 

759 
2,009 

101 
126 

A• 
Amended· 

6,053~ 
13,893~ 

3,030 

22,977 

+2,580 

25,557 

-2,995 

22,562 

922 

21,640 

"If the assessment of the Consultative Committee 
of 26,000 tons had been correct, and all factual 
evidence has proved to the contrary, the· net con
sumption for the Commonwealth this year, including 
Services, and takirig full account of the extremely 
high tonnage of carryover stocks (3000 tons) in 
the hands of the trade, the Consultative Committee's 
assessment Would have resulted in a net consumption 
ranging from 27,000 tons to 29,000 tons according to 
the tonnage of carryover stocks which will be on hand 
at the end of the current season. Such an anticipated net 
consumption, if the Consultative Committee had it in 
mind and your letter does not cover this aspect, is at 
variance with the following factors which have been 
building up during the last three months and which, al
though not available as early as March, confi,rm that 
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the expert assessment of this Association as conveyed 
to the State Boards on the 17th March, and later sub
stantiated at my Board meeting on 22nd April, more 
than covers the quantity of Dried Vine Fruits which will 
be Sold in Australia this year. The factors referred to 
are:-

(i) The large canYoV.er of stocks (3000 tons) in 
the hands of the trade at the end of the 1951 
Season. 

(ii) Tlie extremely heavy ·drop in demand for Cur
rants and Sultanas so far this season. Deliveries 
for these varieties towards the end of May this 
year showed 2791 tons as against 5796 tons for 
the same period of last year. Total ·deliveries, 
which included Seeded Raisins, for the compara
tive periods were 3246 tons and 5905 tons n:
spectively. 

(iii) A section of distributors has indicated to 
A.D.F.A. Agents that as adequate stocks of 
Seeded Raisins are now being maintained deliv
eries may be spaced out in the future. 

(iv) As an indication of the trend of demand for Dried 
Vine Fruits this season distributors in Western 
Australia have placed their firm requirements for 
the year which are shown to be some 28 pel' 
cent. less than last year. 

(v) Discussions with repref?entatives of the tl-ade 
show that credit restrictions, the reduction and 
limitations of bank overdrafts, the continued lack 
of allied ingredients and the high rising prices 
of some of these allied ingredients have been the 
cause of Tedu-ced demand. 

The A.D.F.A. Concerned. 

"It is unnecessary to observe to you that The A.D.F .A. 
views with concern the !'educed demand for Currants and 
Sultanas this year, which cannot be compensated by in
creased buying of Seeded Raisins, for its growers m·e 
just as desirous as "outside" growers to obtain the 
benefits of Commonwealth sales to the full. That The 
A.D.F.A. intends to stimulate demand is borne out by 
the recent unanimous decision of its branches that an 
expert Publicity Officer be employed by the Association 
to carry out a sales promotion campaign under the direc·· 
tion of my Board. It is anticipated that advantageous 
results will accrue. 

"In conclusion I would like to l'eiterate what I trust 
I have already made clear in this letter; that is 

the Consultative Committee cannot, due to the un
availability of information, assess the needs of the 
Commonwealth market .at the beginning of a season, 
In fact, it has been found in the experience of 1'he 
A.D.F.A. that it would be hazardous to attempt t~ 
do so until the season is well advanced; 

there is no necessjty for the Consultative Committee 
to make such an assessment. It achieves nothing; 

the Consultative Committee, if desired by the State 
Board so to do, should recommend initial State 
quotas to regularise State marketing and review 
these quotas from time to time during the year; 

this Association is happy to co-operate with the State 
Boards at any time, particularly in providing in
formation necessary to accurately fix State quotas, 
·but points out that the policy of marketing its own 
production in Australia to the best benefit of its 
growers is the function of this Association, and pre
mature assesSments and unnecessary public state
ments by other parties on the consumptive capacity 
of the Commonwealth market not only fait to Hell 
any more fruit but can have a contributing effect 
in reducing consumer demand. 
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HI am hopeful that this over-long letter will clarify the 
Yarious matters in your letter and make plain the views 
of this Association in respect to the setting of State 
quotas and its attitude toWards the cunsumptive ca:pa
city of the Australian market. To make the matter clear 
to the other State Boards I have felt it advisable to 
8(!nd each of them a _copy of this communication." 

A.D.F.A. Responsible for Marketing. 
To say the least it is unfortunate that these circum

stances have occurred this year. In the opinion of the 
Assodation no good, yet a great deal of harm, can arise 
from prematu1·e assessments of the CommonWealth mar·
ket's capacity to buy. The A.D.F.A., which is responsible 
for marketing by far the greatest proportion of the Aus
tralian sales, could not accurately foretell lp days after 
the commencement of a season what the market will 
take for the next 11! months, and carefully explained 
that the ·estimate o£ 20,200. tons assessed on and advise-d 
to the State Boards on the 17th March was 11tentatlve" 
only. In adual fact a reserve well beyond this figure waE 
held in actual tonnage of fruit should:-

(a) talks with the trade (not held until 26th March); 
and 

(b) the quantity .of carryover stocks in the hands of 
the trade at the end of the season (not assessable 
until the 22p·d April mee_ting and not actually 
compilP.d until 26th May), have proved that larger 
purch::'lses would be made. 

The talks with the trade showed anticipated reductions 
in Currants and Sultanas; an anticipated increaSe in 
Seeded Rai::.ins. The calculations of estimated sales of 
1952 ·season fruit ma,de possible by these talks indicated 
approximately 20,650 tons. 

The compilation of the carryover stocks showed 3000 
tons to be on hand-the highest ever recorded. 

In the light of these figures and further trade reports 
being l"eceived since March The A.D.F.A. ··assessment is, 
Iegrettably, found to be too high; the Consultative 
Committee's assessment to be highly imaginative. 

Variations. 
As an indication of the variance between the Con·· 

sultative Committee's assessments and actual sales and 
net consumption the fi-gures for 1950 and 1951 are 
quote-d with assessments applicable to this year's antici
pated trading. 

1950 1951 1952 
tons tons tons 

The A.D.F.A. 25,000 25,000 20,200 
now assessed at 18,000 

Consultative Committee 30,000 25,000 26,000 
The trade . . .. . . . . 20,650 
Actual sales .. 23,358 22,977 
Stocks on hand at end 

of season . . " " .. 2,580 2,995 
Net consumption, exclud-

ing services .. . . . . . . 21,011 21,640 

Net consumption is calculated by taking the stocks 
which the trade held at the beginning and end of a sea.· 
son. It mus.t be remembered that before the market will. 
buy new (1952) season's fruit it must first sell some 
8000 tons ·carried over from the previous season or 
13 per cent. of the previous year's sales. The latest ad
vices from the trade is that 20,000 tons cannot be sold. 

Consultative Committee Acted Hurried·ly. 
Altog-ether then the Consultative Committee has 

acted far too hurriedly, If it had waited until early May 
it would have received information, backed by all facts 
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~vailable, from The A.D.F.A. which would have been of 
real assistance. What it has done has been to ill-advise 
the State Boards to set high quotas which will adversely 
affect A.n.F.A. growers. In addition, the press announce
ment cannot altogether be separated from the reduced 
demand this: year ·by the Australian consumer. 

It is sincerely hope-d that the events of this season will 
indicate to the State Boards the inadvisability of pre
cipitate action regarding maximum quotas. The A.D.F.A., 
so far as it lies in its· power, will co-operate with th~ 
;Boards to permit them to make year by year, and at 
appropriate times throughout each year, quotas for the 
various State markets in the Commonwealth that will be 
of real assistance to· the Industry, 

a.:n.fl.a. 91'tancft actiuitie6-
(Continued from Page 16) 

The new factory annexe of C.D.F.S. at Port Adelaide 
was recently inspected by the EXecutive Coillmittee of 
the S.A. Prunegrowers' Association (which incorporates 
representatives of all A.D.F.A. Prune interests in South 
Australia) and gratification was expressed at the general 
layout and prog'l'ess made by C.D.F.S. in setting up the 
building and plant required. Packing at the new factory 
is now proceeding smoothly for the 1952 season. 

The fact that the two largest Prunepacking plants in 
Australia, one in New .South Wales and the other in 
South Australia, are both happy to operate in accord
ance with the policy of The A.D.F.A., is a striking 
indication of the benefits which accrue to those growers 
who support this Association. (From A.D.F.A. Corres~ 
pondent D. W. Haynes.) 

Renmark. 
At the meeting O? 4th March, Mr. H .. D-. Howie, O.B.E., 

was re~elected Chmrman. As Mr. How1e was absent, Mr. 
E. N. ~eary wa~ appointed Chairman for the meeting. 
To avozd complamts that some grower-s had not received 
notice of annual meeting the Secretary will obtain a list 
of growers from the S.A. Dried Fruits Board, and -check 
the addresses of Branch members before future notices 
are issued. It was decided that, in future, the minutes of 
general meetings shall be confirmed at the fi·rst meeting 
of the Branch executive held after the general meet· 
ing; that executive meetings be called within 28 days of 
general meetings; that they be held at night at 7.30 p.m.; 
and that they be held bi-monthly. A ·cash prize of £5/5/
with a suitable prize for perpetual competition for the 
display of Dried Vine Fruits, was donated to the newly
reo,rganised Agric_ultural and Horticultural Society, of 
wh1ch the Branch IS a member. Matters referred to Head 
Office were the, earlier issue of Tree Fruits prices and 
l~'ederal Council minutes. The Branch were informed 
that the M.V.D.L. supported the establishment of an 
Horticultural College. 

Executive Appointments . 

Kingston: Mr. J. L. W·etherall (Secretary), Mrs. S. 
Petersen (Chairman), and Messrs. F. W. Farley, M. H. 
Newall, W. J. Manning, 

McLaren· Flat: Mr. R. F. Trott (Chai:rruan), Messrs. 
Ron Ward and F. S. Crawford (Vice-Chairmen), Mr. K 
S. Dennis (Secretary), and Messrs. F. B. :Rake, P. T. 
"\V ait, P. Moritz and C. F. Trott. 

Maimuru: Mr. H. R. Commens (Chairman), and Messrs. 
S. A. Blair and N. A. McBeth {Directors). 

Waterview~ Mr. E. R. Flynn (Chairman), Mr. R. R. 
Robinson (Deputy Chairman), and Mr. R. M. Flynn 
{Secretary). 
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:JlOJdicuftupt,af and ~,eapt,cfi .NotfM 
1951 SULTANA DRYING TRIALS 

On its 18-acre demonstration and experimental vine 
block 38H1 the Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Com:rhi:t;tee, in 
collaboration with the C.S.I.R.O. Research Statio:il, Mer
bein and the Victorian Department of Agriculture, car
ried out further drying trials- du:dng the 1951 Season. 
These trials were commenced on 21st February and were 
completed by 4th March. Ex·cellent drying conditions 
prevailed throughout the period. 

Investigations were carried out on the following as
. pects of Sultana drying. 

1. The bulk hot dipping of Sultanas. 
2. The eff·ect of sulphuring Sultanas prior to bulk hot 

dipping. 
3. The use of various dipping oils containing sul

phated -esters of oleic acid in the mixed dip as compared 
with the usual peanut oil emulsion. Drying rates were 
measured in this trial. 

Bulk Hot Dipping of Sultanas. 

Trials. similar to those carried out in 1950 were re· 
peated in 1951 with the obJect of gaining further in
formation regarding the -commenial possibilities of this 
procedure. 

The composition of the dip used was as follows:
Initial volume: 500 gals. 
0.5% Potassium Carbonate (5 lbs. per 100 gals.) 
0.3% Potassium Hydroxide (3 lbs. per 100 gals.) 
0.375% Peanut Oil (3 pints per 100 gals.) 
Temp. 180-185. deg. F. 
Pericod of immersion: 12 to 15 sees. 
No. of tins of sultanas dipped at a time: 75 (three 
layers of 25 tins). 

The results obtained showed that Sultanas can be hot 
dipped satisfactorily with bulk handling methods, and 
that where the quantity of fruit to be handled is suffi
ciently large, bulk hot dipping might be a satisfactory 
commercial procedure. 

The Effect of Sulphuring- Sultanas with Sulphur 
. Dioxide prior to Bulk Hot Dipping. 

Trials similar to those ·canied out in 1950 were re
peated in 1951. Sultanas were sulphured in a sulphur box 
for 10-15 mins. prior to hot dipping. This was done by 

lowering the steel frame containing 75 tins of fruit to 
the ground, covering with a light;;,weight sulphur box 
made for the purpose, and sulphuring by means of two 
vigorously burning sulphur pots. 

Fruit treated in this manner retained a light golden 
colour during the initial stages of drying, but was only 
slightly lighter than the unsulphured eontrols when dTy
ing was completed. 

NY AH-WOORINEN BIOLOGICAL 
REPORT. 

In: August, 1950, spTay tTials were initiated on the 
Nyah-Woorinen Enquiry Committee's -ReseaTch Block 
38H, the purpose -being the investigation of Black Spot 
and Mould of th-e vine and, in particular, to -bring the 
spraying. schedule up to date in the light of pTesent 
knowledge TegaTding fungicides. 

Black Spot. 

Block 38H provided an ideal spot for this work as the 
vines were badly infected with black spot. This trial was 
laid out in four replicates of six treatments, each tTeat
ment contained nine vines. 

The first woTk undeTtaken was to obtain a tally of the 
number of -canes laid down and the number of black 
spot scaTS on these canes. This gave a reliable indication 
of the infection level of the vines in each replicate. Now 
that the spraying is finished a fuTther count is being 
made to estimate the control of cane lesions obtained by 
the sprays which weTe applied throughout the ensuing 
season. 

The winter treatments were appUed in the middle of 
August, the six treatments were as follows:-

1. Control unsprayed. 
2. Acid swab-10 o/o sulphuri-c·. 
3. Acid IrOn swab-(10 lb. sulphUT acid, 8 lb. iTon 

sulphate, 10 gallons wateT). 
4. No winter treatment. 
5. ThiTam 0.5o/o. 
6. P.M.C. (Phenyl mercuTic chloride) 0.01o/o. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Conttolled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co~operative Packing and 
Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST ._ ____________________________ _ 
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The six treatments applied in the Spring were:-
1. Control unsprayed. 
2. Neutral Bordeaux. 
3. Neutral Bordeaux, 
4. Neutral Bordeaux. 
5. Thiram 0.25%. 
6. P.M.C. 0.005%. 
These treatments were applied on the following' 

dates:_: 
1. 12th September (bud burst). 
2. 28th September. 
8. 10th October, 
4. 25th October. 
The neutral Bordeaux is ma'de by nuxmg 6 lbs. of 

Bluestone in 40 gal. of water ·and neutralising with lime 
t<ntil phenolphthalein paper turns a faint pink. 

The grapes were counted for spot at harvest, all _treat
ments were significantly better than the unsprayed con
trol. However, one treatment namely Thiram, was much 
better than all others. As a result of this, Thiram will 
be checked again in the coming season, together with 
some more of the newer fungicides. 

COMPATIBILITY OF COMMON 
SPRAY MATERIALS. 

The following chart supplied -by the Nyah-Woorinen 
Enquiry Committee has been compiled by the Victorian 
Department of Agriculture. The D'Bpartment emphasise 
that the cha.l't is a guide to growers and not, necessarily; 
a recommendation. 

·~ 
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Paris Green .. 
Cryolite 
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Rotenone .. 
Pyrethnim 
Nicotine 
D.D.T. 
Chlordane 
B. H. C. 
Toxaphene 
T.E.P.P. 
Pal·athion .. 
Summer Oils 
Dormant Oils 
Dinitro Compounds 
Lime Sulphul" 
Wettable Sulphur 
Lime .... 
Fixed Coppers .. 
Bordeaux .. 
Dithiocarbonates 
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OK = Fully Compatihle; Q Compui.ibility questionable; D = Compatible, but may decompose on standing for any 
length of time; NO = Not Compatible. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES OF NYAH
WOORINEN COMMITTEE. 

A pre-harvest meeting was held on 7th February when 
the following matters we~e discussed. 

Protective P-aint.-Mr. Pellman said he had taken steps 
to have this matter examined -·_by the Defence Depart
ment. 

Frost Protection and Prevention.-Temperatures had 
been record-ed in blocks adjoining the forest at Nyah, 
and the Forestry Commission was ready to carry out 
controlled thinning over an area sele-cted ·by the Re· 
search Station. 

Record of Sunshine Hours.-Some work would bR 
coinmenced this year. A machine would be obtained fro"m 
England._ Mr. Allnatt spoke of the great advanc~s made 
)n_ England into such matters as Frost Prevention and 
recording Hours of Sunshine and agreed to give Mr. 
Penman information obtain-ed during his visit to U.K. 
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Erinooe on Vines.-Mr. D. G. Quinn spoke of confer
en-ce di:scussions on treatments. He said that after test
ing the Department of Agriculture would send up to 
this district a salt for spraying immediately after ha·r
vest. It was a· poison so would be tried out on a few 
vines by Mr. Broome. The cost was reasonable. 

Rack Dehydration.-Mr. Orton said he pl"oposed to 
11w,ke the main experiment at 38H and wo_uld use a coke 
burner being made by the Merbein Packing Co~ 21 oz. 
hessian would be the curtains. Duct was made of galv. 
iron in 18 ft. lengths and was 11~ in. in diameter with 
outlets at bay intervals. A 8 h.p. single phase eleCtric 
motor was purchased and on hand. The 2D baby Rich·· 
ardson fan liad not yet come to hand. The heat would bl,! 
blown direct on to the fruit as the special b"\1-rner left no 
fumes. It was possible that a 50 yd. rack may be too 
big for this plant. Mr. Orton said that this_ was a real 
effort to -establish Rack Dehydration and this experi
ment would be his main work at Wooi·inen this season. 

l'age Twerity-nine 
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Tree Suryey.-M:r. Goudie reported on the Tree Sur
vey carried out in December ·by officers of the Depart
ment of Agriculture. He said stage one had been done 
and samples tak-en. After analysis of 300 samples in
formation will be available to growers wishing to change 
over to other plantings. After the range of soils suitable 
fo~ trees kcs been ascertained, blocks would be examined 
in the following order of priority:-

1. Where a grower proposed to plant Peach trees this 
season; 

2. Where any -other variety of tree was to be planted 
this season; 

3. Where any variety of tree would be planted next 
season; 

Ill the case of Peaches and Apples the name of variety 
proposed to plant to be -given with grower's anplication 
fOr advice. · 

Mr. Goudie said all Peac·hes, Apples and Prune:; 
showed zinc aefidency and should be spraye-d when dor-
mant with ~ lb. of zinc sulphate to 1 gal. of water. 

Dippip.g.-Mr. Laughlin asked if Mr. Orton would give 
information r·e Sodium Sulphite mixed dip. Mr. Orton 
said the mixture was as follows:-
- 2% Sodium Sulphite =:: 15 lbs. to 75 gals.; sufficient 

Caustic Potash to crack berries; oil as mixed dip. 
Processing of Hessian.-Mr. Orton reported on treat

ment ·of Hessian, saying one mixture only had been used 
at Mildura, Cuproammonia mixture-cost 4d. yard .fOl' 
new or used Hessian. The Hessian was brought to the 
packing house, treated and taken away for drying- by 
the grower. 

A 10 gal. mixture that would treat more than 2 bolts 
if put through a wringer;-

3t lbs. of Copper Sulphate dissolved in 9 gals. of 
water, then add 5 pts. of concentrated ammonia .880, 1 
teaspoon of Agral 3. 

EXPLODER TYPE BIRD SCARER. 
The following report on the use of the exploder type 

of bird scarer- in the Woorinen district was prepmed by 
Mr. R. G. Holloway for submission to the Nyah-Woorinen 
Enquiry Committee, and will undoubtedly be read with 
interest by all growers who suffer from the depredations 
of starlings and crows during the pre-harvest and har
vest periods. 

Acetylene Type. 

The most common -type of Exploder used is one con
taining ac-etylene gas and air as the explosive mixture. 
This is generated by a regulated water drip on to car
bide and the gas thus formed is ignited -by a pilot flame 
in an explosion chamber attached to the generator. The 
noise produced by the exploder is practically the same as 
a shot gun. 

It is found that unless the machines are properly de
signed ;:~nd engineered they give far too much trouble to 
be useful, and in fact some makes are almost dangerous. 

All mOdels are made to carry enough carbide and 
water to last about 9 hours running time, or about one 
day's operation. This would be about 1 lb. carbide and 
1 quart of water. 

Electric Type. 
This machine generates an explosive gas by means of 

an electric cun'ent fTom a 6 volt battery, and is ignited 
by a spark plug fioring by means of a device similar to 

·an electric fence charger. The explosion is the same as 
the acetylene type. 
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Servicing. 

Both machines have to be· serviced once a day and 
switched on and off when necessal'y. If running on a 24 
hour basis, servicing should be done at 6-houl' intervals 
in order to keep all units going. In windy weather a 
continuous check is necessary for the acetylene type as 
wind causes the pilot lights to blow out and affects the 
gas charge in the explosion chamber, although in some 
models the wind difficulty has been largely overcome. 

From various reports it appeal'S that servidng can be 
done at the rate of about 2 man-hours per 10 units, but 
depends mainly on the skill and experience of the 
operator and the distance travelled between units. 

Routine of Use. 

In actual use the best results have been obtained-in 
protecting against starlings and crows in mid-summer

. by starting at 4 a.m. and shutting down at 10 a.m. O'c' 

when it was seen that the ·birds had gone. The units 
should be started again at 5 p.m. and fired until dark. 

The operator should service the machines just before 
dark by refilling with carbide and _water and cleaning 
out the jets and filters so that the unit is quite ready for 
a quick start the next day. 

Effectiveness. 

It is agreed by users that maximum protection in deal
ing with starlings and crows in daylight could be obtained 
by the use of one unit to about 4 acres, each machine 
fh~ing at 3 to 5 minute intervals. 

The wind is an important factor in the usefulness or 
otherwise of the machines and an extra unit "upwind" 
bas been considered an advantage. Also effective has been 
the placing of a unit in the path of incoming birds. 

Some birds tend to become used to the noise. Spar· 
1\')WS, and to a lesser extent crows, become particularly 
hard to frighten, and even with starlings it has been 
found advisable to put a "real bang" into the mob 
whenever convenient. Even with all units going, small 
mobs of starlings will com-e in between bangs and do 
considerable damage. 

At the present time, few, if any, of the exploders 'in 
the district are in use, although in places the birds are 
extremely bad. Growers have given the following reasons 
for this:-

1. There is a more plentiful supply of cartridges 
available; 

2. The difficulty i:ri finding a man who is willing to 
work at the necessary times and who is able 
to do the servicing; 

3. The -cost in time to- the owner is too great at a 
time when he is busy enough preparing for the 
harvest; 

4. The trouble in having the units expertly repaired 
and the difficulty in obtaining spare parts, etc.; 

5. The protection is not good enough for the capital 
outlay and running costs. 

In one case ·a block of 18 acres was protected by six 
units. The owner now employs a man with a gun be
cause of reason No. 2. 

It is very desirable that neighbours should Co-operate 
in keeping brids "on the move" and thus driving tliem 
right away. It has been found that if birds are left un
disturbed in the next paddock much damage is done, .even 
to an area protected by exploders. As a result all 
orchards and vineyards on the edges of the settlement 
suffer heavily. 
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NOTES ON FROST PREVENTION 
Mr. H. W. King, of Berri (S.A.), a well known author

ity on methods of frost protection has kindly contributed 
an informative article which effectively summarises the 
manifestations of frost and the most eff-ective means 0f 
combating them. Ful'thermore, Mr. King has generously 
offered to write a sel'ies of articles on the incidence of 
frost and prevention technique which, with the approach 
of the danger period, will help growers to avoid un
necessary damage and stimulate them to carry out the 
effective routine duties essential to combat the .effects 
of frost. 

Front Control Re¥iew. 

The surprise frost which shocked the Sunraysia Dis~ 
trict on the morning of 1st November last year served 
notice that this danger is present far later than most 
growers consider reasonable, _and again underlined the 
need for a working pl'ogramme-particularly in vines
which will afford the maximum protection against late 
visitations. 

These late frosts fortunately are rare, Damage in 
South Australian vineyards has been repOrted as late 
as 11th November-by which time the majoritY of 
groWers would regard the danger as over. 

It has often been noticed that despite a general warn~ 
ing that growers should avoid working their ground until 
after the end of October, a few warm Jays early in the 
month often create an illusion of ·safety and even "frost 
hardened" growers have been known to take the risl>;_ 
of disturbing the ground and creating a frost hazard. 
The majority of growers, however, are prepared to pocket 
their pride in the appearance of their properties and keep 
their defences up well into November. 

Cold Injury. 

Another point worth considering is the prevention of 
cold injury to setting fruitlets during October and early 
November. Not so spectacular as the frost which kills 
bunches, leaves and young canes, cold injury at setting 
time can prevent the setting of fruit, and prove as 
costly. 

Cold injury, without visible manifestation, can be 
caused by exposure to low temperatures and aggravated 
by the same practices which ar-e now regarded as danger
ous during the recognised spring frost .period. 

Cultural Control. 

Those growers who intend using cultural methods to 
combat frost would be well advised to have their cover 
crops established ·eaTly in the autumn; to turn these 
cover crops in before budburst preferably, on irrigated 
properties, before: the fia·st spring irrigation, and to re
frain from touching the soil in any way until after the 
end of October. 

l:lorsehoeing or "crazy" ploughing under vines should 
also be completed before budburst. 

Where irrigations are available, it is advisable to water 
the ground every three weeks during the frost ·pel·iod. 
Irrigation should ·be taken under the vines, if furrow 
watering is not practicable. 

It is not sufficient to endeavour to create frost resist
ant conditions only on that portion of the property 
where loss is usually expected. The greater the area sub
jected to this form of ·control, tl;le greater will be the 
benefit. If losses have not been entirely avoided they 
can 'be reduced by following the procedu1·e laid down. 
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Berri (S.A.) Experience. 

Frequent frost visitations had given some parts of 
the Berri Irrigation A1ea a doubttul reputation when the 
anomalies of a severe frost on 18th October, 1944, 
prompted research measures. The investigation con
firmed the views that cultivation and soil dryness were 
the principal adverse factors, with standing cover crops 
also a dangerous influence. 

The results of this investigation were widely pub
lished ill South Australia. ("Some Aspects of Frost 
Phenomena-1945.") The conclusions ·were endorsed by 
the Conference convened by The A.D.F.A. in 1946 and 
l'eiterated in The A;D.F.A. booklet, "Frost Control," a 
copy of which is available free of charge to Dried Fruits 
growers. 

Since 1944, constantly urge-d by the Berri-Barmer~ 
Frost Committee, the Berri and Barmera district grow
ers, almost to a man, in the frost danger areas, have 
adopted the "non-cultivation" policies in their vineyards 
during the frost danger period. 

The irrigation authorities have helped -by making 
water available every three weeks. 

The results ·have b~en ast-oni~;hing in that with a few 
minor exceptions there has been no frost damage to vines 
in seven successive-. spring periods. 

In one instance, (1946), an abnol'mally warm July
August period is blamed for a budburst prem~ture by 
three weeks, which brought some Sultanas in the early 
maturing areas into the reach of an early frost with 
minor damage in those areas. In all other cases, so far 
as ·can be asce;rtained, where damage has been experi~ 
enced, it has been due to untimely cultivation, soil dry
ness or cover crops standing too late. The instances of 
damage have been isolated and so obViously due to 
known .causes that neighbouring growers have been con
vinced of the safety of their own measur.es. These cases 
of ·damage have been reported from situations mainly 
regarded as negligible frost risks, when growers jn what 
were regular "frost pockets" survived without damage. 

In another ·case, fruit was lost by a grower who was 
unable to remove a well grown -cover crop due to the 
presence of an open seepage drain. There was no loss 
except in this one patch. 

Another grower, while studiously avo·iding disturbing 
the soil in his vine patch in a hollow, thought it safe to 
cultivate his trees higher up. The -resultant damage, be
lieved due to a flow of air chilled from contact with 
the cold disturbed soil surface, damaged the spring 
growth on the vines below. 

An absentee grower; not well' versed in current anti
frost measures, r'eturned home in October after an ex~ 
tended holiday and seeing the dirty state of the pro
perty, ordered an immediate clean up. As a result, the 
crop from 4 acres of Sultanas was destroyed by frost-
the only frost damage reported in the district. 

The point to be emphasised is that the severity of 
frost -or cold injury can be controlled, to a certain ex
tent, by taking the 1·ecommended precautions. In the 
cases mentioned, the damage was restricted to the pro
perty of the grower who broke the safety rules, although 
it occasionally happens that drift from worked gr-ound 
will cross a divi-ding fence and cause damag-e to adjacent 
vines. 

District Control. 

From the Berri experience has come the conception of 
district frost contl'ol, it being believed that if all the 
groweTS in an area subj-ect to frost damage adopt uni
form methods of cultural control, then there is a joint 
benefit to be derived. 
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Air Drainage. 
Many growers have obtained additional immunity by 

improving the flow of air drainage on frosty nights. This 
has been done by the removal of natural bush growth on 
boundaries to prevent accumulations of cold air on .fruit 
properties. 

The aspect of air drainage, to which- attention was 
drawn in "Some Aspects of Frost Phenomena" in 1945, 
was followed on the laying out of the new Loxton ( S.A.) 
Soldier Settlement Area to the extent of burying pipe 
lines running across valleys where a built up channel 
embankment would have created· a fTost hazard. Vari
eties of plantings were also selected with a view to 
avoiding the planting of the moi'e f:rost sus-ceptible vm•J.. 
eties in the low lying aTeas. 

Late Pruning. 

In the older areas, it is now usually the practice to 
prune vines in the low lying areas last, or to deliberately 
leave the pruning of these vines as late as possible to 
delay budburst and so avoid the risks of early frosts. 
This method has been particularly successful with spur 
pruned varieties of vines. 

Apart from its apparent effectiveness, the immunity 
from frost damage enjoyed by growers under the "nOn
cultivation" system is its cheapness. There is no addi
tional outlay ·except for the cost of special irrigations 
during the frost period. Unde1· the Dried Fruits ecOnomy 
there is li•Ltle margin for high cost artificial methods of 
frost fighting over-large areas. 

Marginal Safety. 

It cannot be too strongly emphasised that the- methods 
advocated ar·e expected to ·be effective in reducing the 
effects of the so-called Hmarginal frost" of one or two 
degrees, This method becomes more effective as spring 
advances into summer when the crop can be damaged hy 
only one degree of frost, Consequently, thel'e is every in
centive to leave well alone until the danger is really past 
which takes the average gl'ower into November. 

It is also important to remember that the effectiv€
nesS of the 11non-cultivation" system is dependent on 
complete adherence to the three main principles:-

1. Don't cultivate. 
2. Don't allow _cover crops to stand. 
3. Don't allow soil to dry out. 
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To ignore one of these is to offset the benefit of the 
others. 

Direct· Oil Heating. 

Whilst most growers are happy to rely on natural 
safegual'ds, others rely on oil burning heaters to give 
them an added margin of safety. 

Work is continuing on the production of more effici
ent, (therefore more economical), oil heaters in Eng
land and California and particularly tDwards the elimina
tion of the smoke nuisance. 

Infra-Red Heat Generators. 

Several attempts have been made to develop the infra
red heater which uses kerosene or oil fuel The latest 
one to come under the notice of the writer (by courtesy 
of the M-eteorological nepartment) is a development 
from a heater described on page 46 of "Frost Control." 
The new model uses about 40 square feet of stainless 
steel as a heating unit and 40 square feet of heavy gauge 
polished aluminium as a reflector, both cOstly substances 
in short supply. The equipment burns 10 gallons per 

. hour of fuel and its radius of effectiveness diminishes 
according to the severity of the frost. 

It would be mainly useful for the protection of vaJu .. 
sble flower or vegetable crops. Its usefulness could be 
inhibit~d by "shadow" effects behind objects in the way 
of the beam. Provided the capital cost were not prohibi
tive, a number of uses for this equipment could be found 
after experiment. 

\Vind Machines. 

In the field of wind machines, work is continuing boti1 
in Australia and overseas. The C.S.I.R.O. have been ex
perimenting· with a horizontal type fan without yet 
making any recommendations. The use of over 4000 
vvind machines of various types in California confirms 
their value-. They ar·e variously powered by electric 
motors, diesel, petrol or kern engines. 

Their desigTis range from single or double propellor
fixed or rotating-to helicopter rotor arm types. 

Wind machines depend on an "inversion level" fo_r 
their success in mixing wa,rmer upper air with the colder 
lower air to produ-ce a mixture of air at a temperature 
above danger point. 
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The effectiveness of wind machines depends on siting 
and adaption to local conditions. It has been claimed 
that their usefulness has been extended by operating 
wind machines in conjunction with a few oil heaters to 
offset drift. 

For Australian conditions the high capital and operat
ing costs, compared with Californian costs, tend to dis
courage .experiments with this type of equipment, 

In the zones where most of our Dried Fruits are pro
duced, if the incidence of frost can be reduced to neg
ligible levels by following the recommendations of the 
Mildura Conference, as set out in "Frost Control" then 
the expenditure on costly equipment for pTotecting vines 
on the average holding would not be justified. Tree 
varieties whi.ch fl·ow~r earlier than vines present a 
different problem and would probably justify the ex
pense of protective equipment. 

THE USE OF HYPER-PHOSPHATE. 
Recently the Industry was offered supplies of hyper-· 

phosphate imported by an Australian-Swedish company 
as it was hoped that its use would be helpful to growers. 
Considerable technical information was supplied with 
~amples of the fertiliser to the C.S.I.R.O. Research Sta
tion at Merbein. Based on the data supplied Mr. Fran1l: 
Penman, Officer-in-Charge of the Station has kindly pro
vided the following brief report. 

Higher Solubility. 

"The information supplied ·by the company makes It 
clear that 'i-Iyper-phosphate' is a finely pulverised soft 
type of sedimentary North African phosphate, which 
shows a much higher solubility than ·certain other sorts 
of ground rock phosphate when subjected to the stand
ard citric solubility test, and more so to a 'Standard 
Modified Test.' 

"Clearly, although of somewhat special nature, the 
fertiliser still is a 'ground rock phosphate.' As such, if; 
has a particular place in fertilising acid soils. The gen
eral view is that expressed by Sir John Russell in his 
widely-quoted text 'Soil Conditions and Plant Growth' 
(Longmans 8th Editi-on~ 1950, page 454) .•. 'Numerous 
experiments have, however, shown that finely ground 
rock phosphate is as effective as superphosphate on acid 
soils in cool moist climates for a number of -crops .. .' 
This is in agreement with the statement contained in the 
information issued by Wallenborg Swedish Australian 
Pty. Ltd., which reads 'Hyper-phosphate has been de
veloped specifically for the manuring of acid and de~ 
calcified soils ... ' 

Re.Uricted Scope. 

"We come now to the question of possible utilisation 
of such a fertiliser in our main Dried Fruits areas, and 
we .see at once that it is designed for conditions of. a 
totally different kind to those prevailing in most of such 
areas. The bulk of our Dried Fruits are produced under
irrigation on soils that are chacteristically alkaline,· many 
being strongly alkaline When the whole root zone is con~ 
sidered. 

''Since alkalinity is the opposite of acidity, we see 
that soil conditions in our Dried Fruits areas are radi
cally different from those for which 'Hyper-phosphate' 
can be recommended, and that success with it could not 
be expected under such conditionS. The general position 
is therefore cl-ear, that there could be only very re~ 
stricted scope for use of 'Hyper-phosphate' in connection 
with Dried Fruits production, since soils of the kind for 
which it is suitable are quite uncommon in the main 
Dried Fruits areas." 
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PEAK MATURITY OF PRUNES. 
A project has be·en recently set up in the University 

of California's College of Agriculture to .determine, if 
possible, how far ahead of peak maturity prunes can be 
harvested and still result in a satisfactory product dried. 
Prune harvest goes on ·each season slightly in advance of 
the peak maturity, but just how far in advance is the 
question under consideration. Drying and dehydration 
facilities make it, of course, impractical for all pr.unes 
in an area to be harvested at the very peak of maturity, 
and if harvesting is delayed, quality suffers, and if too 
far advanced, the same happens. ("Califol'nia Fruit 
News"-8/3/1952.) 

HORMONE WEEDICIDES. 
The March 1952 issue of ''The Journal of the D-epart· 

ment of Agriculture of South Australia" giveS a Warn
ing against the indiscriminate use of hormone weedi
cideS. The Journal states that during December reports 
were received by the Department of death and damage 
to 20 acres of vines. This serious loss was the result 
of spraying weeds amongst vines and on headlands. 

The toxic effects are most noticeable when using' the 
highly volatile estel" forms. In an earlier case, four acres 
of vines were killed or damaged by vapour drift from 
the mixing of an ester weedicid~ in a spray cart on a 
headland. If hormone weedicides have to be used in or 
near vineyards, the less volatile M.C.P.A. should be used 
and every pr·ecaution taken to prevent its contact with 
vines. 

There is no remedy for damage to vines, but if only 
o-ccasional' ·canes are affected they should be removed as 
soon as the first characteristic signs appear. It is v-ery 
difficult to remove all traCes of most hormone weedicides 
from spray outfits, and these residues frequently cause 
damage to susceptible plants on su b&equent USe of the 
equipment. Rubber portions are the main source of 
trouble. 

The Department of Agriculture should be consulted _if 
any doubts exist about the use of hormone weedicides. 

BLOOD AND BONE FERTILISER. 
The possibility of the Industry using blood and borie 

fertiliser made from whalemeat is being examined, and 
Mr. A. G. Watt of The A.D.F.A. Board of Management 
is investigating the .extent of production in Western Aus
tralia. 

"GADGET" DAY. 
The newly constituted Mildura District Dried F1·uita 

· Association held a "gadget" day on 25th June. While no 
details are available for this issue it is believed many 
worthwhile devices were displayed. It is anticipated that 
the next issue of the "News" will have some interesting 
information for growers. 

The idea ·of a "gadget" day is a good one. There Js_ 
much to learn f1•om knowing what the uother fellow"' is 
doing, and branches throughout the producing areas are 
recommended to encourage growers to publicise any 
improvements which they have devised and are eft'ec
tively using. The columns of-the "News" are always _open 
for information which may 'be passed on to others. 

PROCESSING RESEARCH BY 
THE A.D.F.A. 

Research on processing and packing continues to be 
jointly undertaken by The A.D.F.A. Research Commit
tee, the Packers' Association and C.S.I.R.O. At the 
June meeting of the Board it was reported that- thtiil 
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Vacuum (Suction) Unit imported from the U.S.A. at 
a cost of £1121 which had been forwarded to the Mil
dura Co-operative Fruit Co. Ltd., had been installed, 
and preliminary experimental work had been carded 
out. 

Washing Unit: C.S.I.R.O. had advised that progl'ess 
had been mad~ with the development of the prototype, 
and that, as a result, activities had been stepped up 
considerably in recent months. The Board confi,rmed the 
paymeD.t of a second contribution of £500 on 23rd May, 
1952, one-half of which is to be p1•oportionately ab
sorbed by tb~ Packers' Associations, 

Dehyd~ating Patenb Details of Patent 123127 re
lating to av apparatus for drying grains, grasses, vege~ 

tables, roots and the like are to be sent to C.S.I.R.O. to 
ascertain whether it would be useful to the Industry. 

Cent~ifu,ge Cleaner: It was leal-ned that satisfa·::!tory 
experimental work had been carried out by Woorinen 
Fruitgrowers' Co-op. Co. Ltd. with a centrifug.e cleaner 
for dehydrator trays. 

T~eatment of Lexias for Seeded Raisins: It was also 
learned that Co-operated D-ried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. 
had been carrying out experiments to improve the de
hydrating processes used in converting Lexias to Seeded 
Raisins, whi-ch it was hoped would result in savings of 
heating and labour handling costs. 

C.S.I.R.O. BUD COUNT 
INDICATIONS OF BUMPER 1953 CROP. 

There are possibilities of an all-time record in the 
Sultana yield for the 1953 crop, the bud count together 
with the bunch size being the highest recorded at the 
Station. The 1949 figures in the following -table refer 
to the heavy 1950 crop so greatly reduced by record 
rains at harvest time. 

In his report of the recent bud count, Offi-cer-in-Charge 
of the Research Station (Mr. F. Penman) said the l'e
sults this year were outstanding, both as regards per
centage of fruitfulness and average bunch primordium 
size. ' 

Research officers stationed at Merbein, Mr. W. J. 
W·ebster and Mr. A. J. Antcliff, carried out the bud 
counts on a total of 200 canes taken from 10 blocks
three from Mildura, three from Merbein and four from 
Red Cliffs. 

Dissection under Microscope. 

By dissection of each bud under a microscope, it could 
be found whether the bud would yield a fruitful shoot 
next season. 

"The method not only gives information as to the per
cent8.ge of potentially fruitful buds, at each position 
alo.ng the canes, but allows measurement of the size of 
the rudimentary bunches within such buds," said Mr. 
Penman. 

"As regards bud position along the cane, fruitfulness 
for this year is at a maximum of more than 80 per cent. 
for the fifth to the eleventh buds inclusive. The twelfth 
and thirteenth ·buds are 70 per cent. fruitful. Beyond the 
thirteenth ·bud, fruitfulness steadily decreased to buds 
sixteen and sev:enteen, which are 50 per cent. fruitful. 
Even this is greater than the fruitfulness at any bud 
position along the cane in the winter of 1950. 

7~Year Table. 
uTabulated data for the Seven years to 1952, with 

bunch sizes in square millimetres are:-

Year 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 

Fruitfulness 
% 

51.5 
43.7 
32.0 
64.2 
33.8 
46.2 
70.0 

Average 
-Bunch Size 

0.263 
0.206 
0.215 
0.262 
0.207 
0.221 
0.322 

"The indications are that a very big crop could even
tuate if other factors are favourable, particularly the 
weather in the coming season. 
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"Clearly there is a danger of overloading, the vines, 
with associated difficulties in maturation in the cominS?," 
season, and the prospect of low yield in the following 
year. 

"Results of the examination suggest that this will be 
a favourable year in most vineya1'ds for the pruner to 
reshape sultana vines, and get rid of weak canes which 
might be left in years of less promise to provide sufficient 
bunches." 

Mr. Penman adds that some further counts are to be 
made to include a cross section of less vigorous vines 
at Redcliffs, following a suggestion that the standard of 
vines used were higher than average. "The scientific 
basis used does not indicate any p1·obability of a differ
ent aggregate finding," says Mr. Penman. 

Yield Comparison. 
It should be noted when using the tabulations that the 

year m-entioned h3s reference to the crop harvested 
some eight months later. The bud examinations are made 
in late May when the vine is wintering. 

SHOULD W ATERSHOOTS BE 
REMOVED FROM THE 

SULTANA VINE? 
Mr. Frank Penman, Officer-in-Charge of the Merbein 

Research Station, comments on a pruning problem of 
some importance; that of handling a cane arising from 
wood more than one year older than itself. Those 
authorities who have published their views on the matter 
suggest that such canes are unfruitful as a general 1•ule. 
The o-bvious practical impUcation is therefore that 
watershoots should be removed,- and growers have .fol
lowed this practice in pruning the Sultana vine. 

Watershoots often have unusual vigour, so that many 
growers have some relu-ctance in removing them, and do 
so with the feeling that they would like more precise 
information as to the value or otherwise of such canes 
under their ·conditions. Investigations carried out in re
cent years at the Commonwealth Research Station, Mer
·bein, by Messrs. A. J. Antcliff and W. J, Webster, have 
shown that for Sultanas in this area there is no justifica~ 
tion for the belief that watershoots are unfruitful. 

The findings from this work are, in fact, that the 
perc·entage of potentially fruitful buds on watershoots 
at pruning time is very little less than the percentage 
on normal canes arising from wood of the previous year, 
On this ·basis, pruners might well leave watershoots when 
they are so placed as to be capable of making a useful 
contribution to the structure of the Sultana vine. 
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5.-axatio.n 
RECENT DECISIONS IMPORTANT TO GROWERS 

. Announcements have been made by the Federal Treasurer (Rt. Han. Sir Arthur Fadden, M.H.R.) concern~ 
ing the method of self-assessment of provisional tax by the taxpayer and the allowai).Ce of ~pecial ·depreciation 
on certain plant acquired by and structural alterations carried out by primary producers. In addition, recent 
amendments· to the Income Tax Act provides the taxpayer with the alternative (within certain limits of average 
income) of accepting the "averaging" provisions or discarding them. The variou.b decisions are of considerable 
importance to Dried Fruits ·growers, and are covered in some detail for· their benefit. 

Provi_sional Tax. 

Provisional tax will be calculated by the Commissioner 
of Taxation on the income of the previous year, as at 
present. 

Upon re_ceipt of his assessment noti-ce the taxpayer 
may estimate the iricome he will receive in the cui'rent 
year and may calculate the provisional tax which should 
be paid on the basis of that estimate. 

He will have the right to substitute his calculation for 
the amount of provisional tax which the Commissioner 
requires him to pay in the notice of assessment. 

If, however, his income has increased by more than 
20%, -the taxpayer will ·be required to estimate his cur
rent year's income and to pay provisional tax on the 
basis of that estimate. 

With his notice of assessment the taxpayer will re
ceive a separate calculation form explaining how to cal
culate provisional tax on his estimated income. 

Provision will be made in the notice of assessment for 
him to insert his estimated ta-xable income and the pro
visional tax payable on that estimate. 

He will substitute his estimate of· provisional tax for 
the provisional tax shown in the notice of asses-Sment, 
and will adjust the total of the notice. He will be re-
quired to pay the adjusted amount. 

This plan, said Sir Arthur Fadden, provided for a vol
untary adjustment if the income had not increased by 
more than 20%. 

If the opportunity to make a voluntary adjustment 
was not accepted, provisional tax must be paid under the 
present system. 

A taxpayer would be allowed a margin of enor of 
20% when estimating- his income. 

He would be liable for penalty if this error was more 
than 20 o/o. 

This would apply whether the under-payment was due 
to an under-estimate or to the taxpayer's decision not 
to furnish an estimate of his income. 

The Commissioner of Taxation would be given power 
to remit the penalty wholly or partly if he was satisfi>ed 
the under-payment was due to circumstanc·es of which 
the taxpayer could not be expected to have had ·know
ledge when he adjusted his provisional tax or paid th€ 
amount notified by the Commissioner. 

To prevent exploitation of the 20% margin of error, 
the Commissioner would be given power to reject any 
self-assessment and to substitute his estimate- for that 
of the taxpayer. 

A taxpayer who submitted an estimate of his income 
would do_ so on the due date for payment of his assess
ment on 31st March, whichever was the later. 

Thus no taxpayer would be expected to fonll an esti
mate of income until nine months of the year have 
passed, and, in most cases, ten or more months. 

Depreciation. 

As part of the plan to stimulate food production the 
Government has decided to allow depreciation at the 
speeial concessional rate of 20% a year in respect of 
certain plant and structural improvements -on agricul
tural and pastoral properties between 1st July, 195l, 
and 30th June, 1955. 

The concession will extend also to structural improve
ments completed up to 30th June, 1956, if started by 
80th June, 1955. 

The 20% deduction will be allowed in the year when 
the plant is installed or the improvement is completed, 
and in each of the next four years. 

With the .exception of motor cars, the concession would 
apply to all plant on which depreciation was now allow
able, provided the particular item of plant was wholly 
and exclusively used for agricultural or pastoral pur
poses. 

Besides machines which were designed specifically for 
these purposes, the 20% rate would be allowed on such 
plant as mot01~ lorries, tractors, electric motors, bull
dozers, and so on, if used for farm or· station work only. 

§''""""""""''""'""'""'"'"'"'""'''"'""'""""'"""""'"'"""""'""'"'"'""""'"""'""""'""""""""'-""""''"'""'"'"'""'"'""""""""'"'""'"''""'"'""'"""''"''"'"""'~ 
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The c-oneessio)ll extends also to structu:ral improve
ments, such as fences, shearing sheds, daiQ buildings, 
fodder conservation buildings, and housing pl'OTided for 
employees, tenants, or share-farmers. 

Plant. 

At present the cost of dams, earth tanks, bores, wells, 
irrigation channels, and other structural improvements 
for the conservation and conveyance of water is allow
able in full in the yem· in which it is incurred~ 

Plant used in conserving and conveying water,' such 
as pumps, windmills, water piping, sprinkler systems, 
over-head tanks, and troughing will be subject to the 
20% concessional rate of depreciation. 

This a110wance would permit the cost of this plant 
also to be written off over five yeaTs. 

Primary producers would receive the :first benefits 
from these concessions in the assessments upon their in
comes of the current year. Those assessments, of course, 
would issue and be payable during 1952-1953. 

A taxpayer, whose income yea1· 1951-52 ended on a 
date later than 30th June, 1951, will ·be allowed special 
initial depreciation on plant acquired and used or in
stalled ready for use up to the end of his accounting 
periOd. 

The"Goverl)..:n:lent has considered those cases where, at 
30th June, 1951, pla-nt had already been purchased by 
the taxpayeT, or had been ordered .by him and· actually 
appropriated to the contract of purchase. 

Specj_af provision will be made to preserve the allow
ance or initial depreciation in these cases, so long as the 
~_plant is used Ol' installed ready for use. by 30th June, 
1952. 

The foregoing has a practical applic3:tion to the pre
sent disallowance by the. Commissioner of Taxation and 
the Taxation Board of Review of the costs of installing 
pipelines as a taxation deduction. Growers contend that 
such costs are allowable deductions· under Section 75 (1) 
(h), and from observations made by Mr. Winton G. 
Turnbull, M.H.R. in a letter to the Mildura District 
Council it would seem to be cleaT that, in accordance 
with· the Government's decision ·on depreciation, the costs 
of pipelines are now allowable as a deduction. As the 
:purpose of the amendments to the Act is to give the in
centive to producers to instal aids to increase food pro
duction it can be anticipated that it ·will be made to 
-cover recent, and pending, assessments. 

Averaging Provisions. 

To p1·ovide a guide to growers, the majority of whom 
will be faced with the "averaging'' decision, the following 
notes have. been prepared after consultation with taxa
tion experts. 

As from 1st July, 1950, the Act was amende-d as to 
41averaging" of in-come. Generally this means that 
_growers can elect to use the average basis, or the altel'
native of annual taxable income, The decision, when 
made, is irrevocable. 

If both the taxable income and the average income 
-exceed £4000 the "averaging'-' provisions do not apply. 

Should the taxable income exceed £4000, hut the "aver
age" is lower than this figure, the "average" provisions 
are applied to the fiU'st £4000 of taxable income. If the 
taxable in-come is less than £4000, but the "average" in
come is higher than £4000, the rate applied to the tax
able income is at the £4000 rate, 

A Vital Amendment. 

Having 1·egard to the general average of income 
throughout the Dried Fruits Industry the above alterna-
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tives affect but few, but it is necessary to observe that 
the right is now given to withdraw from the averaging 
provisions for all time, and as stated above, the decision 
is irrevocable. This election may be made in t·espect of 
the year ended 30th June, 1952, or any subsequent year. 

If no election is stated the averaging provisions will 
continue to apply. 

The following analyses afford a comparison of four 
representative cases. They have been based on (a) 
average of income and (b) taxable income. 

Year Ended 
30th June 

1945 
1946 
l94Q 
194! 
194.9 
lUI 
19S1 

HlH 
I9U 
194f 
H\48 

.19-U 
1950 
1961 

Hlti 
194'6 
194'1 
1948 
19--Hl 
1951 
1951 

Hl4i 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1961 

T= 
Income Assessed 

Tax 
Assessable 

(Not 
Averaged) 

Progressive 
Total of Taxes 

£ (Average) Averaged Not 

A. DRIED FRUITS ONLY. 
(Unsold fruit value included). 

1,026 
1,394 

787 
1,3-43 
1,101 
1,352 
1,10!i 

4,828 
3,958 
1,848 

792 
919 

5,473 
no 

288 
393 
162 
260 
166 
17. 
167 

£1,606 

284 
419 
13< 
290 
152 ,., 
163 

S1;6®i 

B. CITRUS ONLY. 
2,856 
2,416 

940 
282 
261 

1,47,9-
86 

£8,309 

3,180 
2,38li' 

606 
10"9 
121 

2,300 
18 

!8,621 

288 
681 ... 

1,103 
1,263 
1,439 
1,696 

2,86(; 
5,271 
6,21_1 
6.498 
S,74A 
8.223 
S,309 

C. DRIED FRUITS AND CITRUS. 
(Unsold fruit value in-cluded). 
762 

1,478 
719 
910 
190 
932 
604 

2<0 ... ,., 
200 

11 
11. 

56 

£1,306 

229 

"' 16. 
191 

4 
lli .. 

£1,821 

240 
733 
928 

1,128 
1,139 
1,249 
1,305 

D. DRIED FRUITS ONLY. 
(Unsold fruit value not included). 

1,256 383 435 383 
593 147 127 530 
586 121 99 651 
308 22 9 673 

1,360 188 274 861 
709 55 55 916 

1,140 131 172 1,047 

£1,047 £1,171 

Averaged 

284 
70~ 
$8;7 

1,12!7 
1,2'l'9 
1,472 
1,636 

3,18i 
i,661i 
6,0'16 
6,18-.2 
6,803 
8,603 
8,6·21 

229 
794 
960 

1,151 
1,159 
1,270 
1,329 

435 
562 
661 
670 
944 
999 

1,171 

It will be observed that in each case, total taxes as
sessed over a seven year period on an "average" basis 
are lower than· the amount assessed on a ''non-average" 
basis. 

lncidep.ce of Rise and- Fall of Income. 
No doubt exists that there is a co·nsidera.ble saving in 

tax where a rise in income occurs. In the case of a fall
ing off in income there can be a loss to a minor extent. 

There would ~rppear to be an advantage to a grower 
withdrawing from the "averaging" basis if he knows that 
his income will be pel'manently reduced. This reduction 
may occur when a grower sells part of his property; 
forms a partnership; or in any way decreases his income. 

If an election is not made in su-ch cases of falling in
come, excess tax must be paid fo1• a five yea1• period, 
before the "average" table is composed solely of the 
reduced income. 

All of the foregoing indicates in the main that gTowers 
should stay on the ~'average" basis. 
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