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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETING 
At the recent meetings of the Board the currant problem was again dealt with 
and arrangements were made for a deputation to take up the matter with the 
Minister of Commerce. Adjustments were made in the inter-State charges 
with the proviso that South Australian rates be reviewed again in July. Differ
entials for the 1938 season and the new season's prices were dealt with. The 
difficult problem of distribution was dealt with and this matter has now reached 
a stage where an early decision can be anticipated. Those matters that are of 
particular interest to growers are as follows :-

At the request of the Board, Mr. T. Steele, 
Sydney, attended the Board meeting. 

DRIED FRUIT PREFERENCES 

Mr. Malloch reported that following a meet
ing of growers at Mildura, it had been arranged 
that a deputation representative of the three 
producing States should go to Canberra, to 
make representations in respect to the proposed 
trade agreement between Australia and U.S.A., 
with a request to the Minister of Commerce 
that the preferences on dried fruits should not 
he interfered with, and that they should be re
tained. The Board approved of this arrange~ 
ment. 

Mr. Malloch also reported that a deputation 
sponsored by the Mildura District Council 
A.D.F.A. was takirig steps to request the Vic
torian Government to support the Federal 
Government in its negotiations on the Trade 
Treaty question. 

CURRANTS 
After further discussion, the Board decided 

that the deputation be asked to make represen
tation to the Minister of Commerce, with a 
view to having the preference on currants with 
the United Kingdom increased, and if possible 
to discuss the question of preference on cur
rants in New Zealand. 

Mr. Winterbottom undertook to make cer
tain facts and figures which he had collated 
available to the deputation, to assist them in 
their· representations. 

EMPIRE PRODUCERS' CONFERENCE 

A discussion took place regarding represen
tation at the Empire Producers~ Conference to 
be held in Sydney at the end of March. It had 
already heen arranged that Mr. T. Steele would 
represent the Association, but Mr. Steele stated 
that he thought it would be desirable if further 
representation could be arranged. 

Resolved: .. That the chairman, Mr. H. D. 
Howie, be appointed to attend and prepare a 
statement on the Australian dried fruits indus
try for presentation to the conference." 

PEELED PEACHES 

A letter was received from an agent, inti
mating that a grower who was supplying him 
with peeled peaches had requested that he 
be allowed to cover his export quota of or din
ary peaches by export of the peeled variety, 
and permission was sought to include both 
varieties under the one heading in adjustments. 

Resolved: .. That peeled peaches be incorpor
ated in the peach pack for the purposes of ex
port adjustments." 

LATE SENATOR J. BARNES 

Resolved: "That a letter of condolence he 
sent to the relatives of the late Senator J. 
Barnes." 

MID-MURRAY VALLEY DISTRICT 
COUNCIL A.D.F.A. 

A letter was received from the Mid-Murray 
Valley District Council, also Goodnight 

branch, asking whether the Board of Manage
ment could furnish information to the Good
night and Bungunyah branches, suitable for 
them to present tO the Royal Commission en
quiring into the fruit industry in N.S.W. It 
was decided that a statement be prepared and 
sent to the parties concerned. 

"A.D.F.A. NEWS" 

On hehal£ of the Committee appointed to 
consider the offer made by .. Sunraysia Daily'' 
in connection with the publication of the 
.. Dried Fruits News," Mr. Murdoch reported 
the result of their deliberations and it was re
solved "that the offer submitted by 'Sunray
sia Daily' be accepted." 

After reviewing the most sui~able dates for 
publication, it was decided to maintain the 
bi-monthly programme, but to arrange for the 
journal to be issued at the Commencement of 
the months of publication. The new arrange
ment to operate from the first week in April.· 

ESTIMATE OF CROP5-SEASON 1938 

Figures were submitted giving estimates of 
the various varieties of fruit, and consideration 
was also given by the Board to tentative quotas 
to be allotted to the various markets. 

FINAL ACCOUNT SALE DIFFERENTIALS 
SULTANAS-SEASON 1937 

The Board reviewed the differentials for sul
tanas, 5-crown, 4-crown and 3-crown and it 
was resolved .. that the differentials as previ
ously announced are to remain unaltered.'~ 

INTERSTATE CHARGES 

A review of the interstate charges funds in 
the various States was made and it was de
cided that the rate for Victoria remain as at 
present, i.e., 17/ per ton; Murrumbidgee Irri
gation Area fruit to be reduced 2/ per ton, 
making same 15/, commencing with 1938 
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season· Jfuit. lbe South Australian rates to 
remaiJ;I as at present, but to be reviewed in 
July.···. 

LATE MR. W. STAWELL 
The· Board learnt with regret of the death 

of Mr. W. Stawell, senior partner of Messrs. 
Malleson, Stewart, Stawell and Nankivell, the 
association's solicitors. Resolved .. that a let
ter of sympathy be sent to the company." 

COMMONWEALTH DISTRIBUTION 
A long discusSion took place regarding Com~ 

monwealth distribution in view of the fact that 
the Board was meeting representatives from 
the Merchants'- Associations, and it was de
cided to ask merchants that they should ap
poiD.t, a commit_tee of three to consult with a 
sub-~om.mittee of the Board, to consider the 
question of distribution for the future. 

Board members and representative of agents 
met representatives of the Federal Wholesale 
Grocers' Association of Australia, and discuss
ed with them a number of subjects of interest 
to both _parties regarding the distribution of 
our fruits in Australia. 

It was decid~d .-that- the Merchants' Associ
ation should appoi_nt. three representative·s to 
confer with a sub-committee ·of the Board of 
Mariagement- to discuss ·future marketing pro
posals. 

MIXED FRUITS 
.A letter was received ·from the New South 

Wales Dried Fruits Merchants' Association, 
asking on what basiS their members would be 
able to get fruit for mixed fruits this year. 

It was agreed .. That distributing agents be 
supplied with fruit for mixed fruits on the 
sa_me basis as· 13.st year." -

FURTHER PLANTINGS 
On the question of fuither plantings, Mr. 

Winterbottom reported having attended a 
meeting in Melbourne, and that he made strong 
representations against the- proposal of opening 
fresh areas at Robinvale· fOr the planting of 
vines. Mr. Winterbottom's report was receiv
ed, and the Board thanked· him for his services 
in connection with this.mattel-. 

PEARS-COMMONWEALTH PRICES, 
1938 

A discussiOn took place regarding prices for 
new season's pears, and it was resolved that 
-prices· be on the same basis as last year. 

SULTANAS 
In View of the fact that the lower grades are 

in short supply this season, consideration was 
given to altering the differential between 3-
ci"oWn, _4-crown, and 5 -crown, and it was de
cided to reduce 4-crown and 5 -crown :!:d. per 
lb., making the 10-ton rates as folloWs:-5-
crown,· S!d. per lb.; 4-crown, 7,}d. per lb. 
Th~se rates· to be retrospective· from the com
mencement of the 193 8 season. 

RAISINS FOR "RAISOMALT" AND 
.FRUIT FOR FRUIT PASTES 

Letters were received from the Producers' 
Co-operative Distributing Society and Messrs. 
Edwards & Co. (A'sia) Ltd., the former ad
vising that a Sydney firm had an idea of using 
raisins with malt, and desired to purchase the 
raisins at export rates. It was pointed out that, 
at the present time, export rates were consid
erably in excess of the Commonwealth prices, 
but apart from this, the Board was opposed to 
supplying fruit used in local manufacture·s at 
export rates. 

In the case of Messrs. Edwards & Co. 
(A'sia.) Ltd., it was reported that the New 
South Wales Dried Fruits Board had agreed to 
supply manufacturers of fruit pastes with fruit 
at export prices. It was decided to make fur
ther enquiry. 

IMPORTED SHOOK TIMBER 
Mr. Winterbottom submitted a letter re

ceived from the Minister for Commerce on the 
subject of the suggested withdrawal of the 
concession allowing drawback of duty on im
ported shook timber used in the manufacture 
of export boxes, as follows:-

.. Referring to your letter of 4th February, 
in connection with the attached communi
cation addressed to you by :Mr. D._ Winter
bOttom, of the Mildura Co-operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd., I desire to state that the represen~ 
tations recently made by-Austr--alian box- and 
case IIlanufacturing mterests for :withdrawal 
of the concession allowing -d-rawback Of 
duty on imported shook timber used in the 
m~nufacture of export boxes, has received 

·· consideration- by Cabinet, which has decided 
that the request cannot be granted." 

FREIGHTS ON DRIED FRUITS 
A le_i::te.i was_ received from the Associated 

Steamship Companies, .advising that from July 
I, rates on dried fruits between Adelaide;Mel
bourne, Sydney, Newcastle and Brisbane would 
be increased I/- per ton. 

The_ Secretary reported tha-i: he had inter
viewed representatives of the Shipping Com
panies requesting them to amend their decision 
and allow the present r~ues to stand, but they 
pointed out this was impossible. However, it 
was arranged to extend the date when new 
rates would operate ·to July 15. 

Overland Motorist (meeting piano-tuher in 
out-back): Surely you don't make a fortune 
tuning pianos in this ~egion? 

No, but I make .i lot of. money tightening 
up t:abbit-proof fences. 

The following comments have been forward'"'l 
ed by Mr. A. V. Lyon, officer in charge of the 
Merbein Research Station, ·following a tour. o~ 
inspection of South Australian packing houses 
investigating the progress niade in the adoption 
of _the cold dip method for sultanas: -

There are two chief complaints from grow.:. 
ers in reference to the use of cold dip in S.A. 
They consider that it takes too 1ong to dry; 
and also that bleachirig is prolonged and diffi
cult, and therefore: costly. Similar objections 
formerly prevailed in the Mildura districts. 
Growers must realise that slow drying, and 
special measures for about three days in .. finish
ing-off" are usually associated with the cold 

_ dip •. That_is the price w~ pay for the cold dip 
process, and the only way to prevent a hold-up 
is to have ample rack -space. 

On the other hand, the cold dip has always 
given us· two- distinct advantages~ It is- not 
nearly so liable to damage on the racks in bad 
weather; and the light color is preserved. very 
much better after packing. A ·third adVantage 
is the comfort and convenieri.Ce in dipping, 
particularly with moveable tanks that can be 
placed along the racks. The swing to cold- dips 
is certain to be maintained~ _as once a grower 
has assembled an adequate plant; we_ find that 
he rare~y scraps it to go back to hot dip. 

It seems rather a pity that tl}e early n:listakes 
of cold dip, principally blobbing and green 
tinge, are be_ing repeated. Cold dip unless done 
Properly is best· left alone. 

On the packing side, necessary steps are the 
complete separation of cold and mixed dip 
packs, on account of different rate·s of dark
ening after packing; and the application of a 
paraffin spray, particularly in view of the ap
plication of a "firing"· in the machine, which 
has been increased by the new emulsions. In 
the packing houses visited, the·se two necessary 
steps were being carried out. 
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Red Cliffs,· Merbein and Mildura 

Reproductive Work under State 
Unemployment Relief Scheme 

What can be regarded as a remarkable example of the most reproductive form 
of the expenditure of loan funds for unemployment relief works is to be found 
in the Mildura and District areas where an immense scheme has recently been 
completed under the administration of the Victorian State Rivers and Water 
Supply Commission. We are indebted to the engineer in charge, Mr. A. R. 
McConchie, for his help in the preparation of this article, which should be of 
special interest to areas in other States. The maps for the blocks have been 
made available by the Water Commission. The article is but a general outline 
of the scheme, the details of which are of intense interest and growers in other 
centres are promised all the facilities at the disposal of Mr. McConchie should 
they wish to make a closer investigation of the plan and its history. 

When we increaSe by irrigation} as in the 
Mildura district, the amount of water applied 
to the surface of land to practically four 
times what it would receive by average rainfall 
it is natural to expect that certain undesirable 
Ieactions will follow and we must take certain 
precautions to offset them. In countries where 
irrigation is practised it is now generally real
ised that the removal by drainage of surplus 
surface or sub-surface water is almo5t as es
sential as the application of water. Nowadays 
whep. irrigation_ districts are designe.ci provision 
for dl:-ainage is made at th~ commeacement, or 
a.t least the de·~lgn of the area is such as tc per
mit of subsequent drainage when it becomes 
apparent that it is necessary. At the present 
time there is being carried out by the State 
Rivers and Water Supply Commission on the 
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the water on to river flats or unoccupied 
Crown lands on the fringes of the area. Gen
erally speaking, the disposal of water by means 
of shafts has not proved a permanent solution 
to the problem. The shafts either became 
salted up or the drift became saturated after a 
few years of use. · The disposal of water by 
outfalls on to unoccupied land has given better 
results but this method was only available to 
those favorably situated on the outsiJe edges 
of the irrigation areas. In a number of in
stances small conununity schemes have been 
established a:nd have functioned fairly satis
factorily. 

THE GENESIS OF THE SCHEME 

To the departments reSponsible it became 
apparent that the permanency of these valu-
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Drainage Schemes 
soon became apparent that the most eCOnomi.:. 
cal method of tackling the problem would be 
:to subdivide the districts into several schemes 
with separate outfalls and whose boundaries 
were determined by the geographical feature-s 
of the country. In each district, therefore, 
there are several distinct schemes; in some 
cases the drainage water is discharged direct 
into the river by open channels, in others an 
to the river flats, and from some schemes into 
large depressions which will aCt as evaporating 
areas. 

SOME DETAILS 

The actual drainage of each block is a dom · 
estic affair and :financed by the blockholde1 
himself. The outfall drainage scheme provides 
an outlet for his drainage and it is this work 
that is being ca,rried out by the Commission. 
The general principle of design is that each 
block shall be served or "tapped" at its lowest 
point or failing that a tapping point of suffi
cient depth to serve the whole block is given 
(the minimum being 4ft. 6in.). With very 
few exceptions, and these are cases beyond the
economical limit, this has. been done. To mini
mise the silting of the pipe lines and the in
trusion of root systems from vines, trees .and 
other vegetation all pipe j-oints are sealed. The 
pipes used vary in size from 4in. diameter to 
3 6in. diameter; the smaller sizes, usually up 
to 9in. diameter, are glazed .earthenware,· and 
larger sizes are reinforced concrete. The capa., 
city of the systems provides· foi a 20- to 25· per. 
cent ... run-off" in the 'irrigationi period of the· 
water applied to the land by irrigation. 

Realising that cleanliness would be the life 
of the system silt traps have been liberally pro~ 
vided to allow of cleaning, inspection and the 

Merbein Irrigation Di,strict Red Cliffs Irrigation District 

30,000 acres of intense irrigation country that 
comprise the Mildura and district irrigation 
settlements a ·comprehensive sub-surface drain
age scheme. 

While portion of our drainage troubles may 
be attributed to the too free use of irrigation 
water the greater part of them are due to the 
fact that it is not pOssible to irrigate the per
vious soils in this locality without a certain 
amount of free water passing through the sur
face soils to impervious strata below. The 
direct result of this is that the excess unused 
water gradually accumulates _ above the im
pervious layer, usually clay, and if not taken 
away by drainage will ultimately rise until it 
reaches the root system of vines or trees with 
resultant salt and seepage troubles that will 
mean at least a reduction in production and 
frequently complete loss of the plants. 

The drainage of vineyards and orchards is 
not by any means a new departure and has 
been practised for many years by horticultur
ists in this district. Two methods of disposing 
of drainage water were to put down a deep 
shaft into a layer of drift sand, or, where the 
situation of the property permitted, to escape 

able districts ·was threatened unless some 
method of disposal of drainage was evolved. It 
was realised that any scheme would be costly 
and the assistance of the Employment Council 
was solicited. The chief function of this body 
is to allocate the unemployment relief funds 
to works- that are considered of sufficient im
portance, particularly to those of a reproduc
tive nature. The Council visited the district 
about three and a half years ago. There was 
ample evidence in the older settlement of Mil
dura, and to a lesser degree in the yOunger 
settlements of Red Cliffs and Merbein, of the 
need for a drainage· sYstem and the members 
of the Council decided that here was an ave
nue for the expenditure of funds to good pur
pose. 

Early in 1934 a temporary office was estab
lished at Red Cliffs and a start was made with 
what has developed into a big undertaking. 
Several parties were put in the :field to make 
a detailed survey which included a complete 
contour survey, the taking of innumerable 
levels and picking up all the useful data avail
able. As the survey inform·ation became availw _ 
able it was plotted by the design staff and it 

speedy location of any trouble that may de
velop. These silt boxes are carried at least 
2ft. below the invert of the pipes and are pro
vided at all angles, tapping points, -junction 
points and changes of ·grade. Even on long 
straight runs the distance between silt boxes 
does not exceed 5 to 7 chains. Silt boxes are 
constructed of 6in. x 1 !in. red gum; they are 
4ft. 6in. by 2ft. 6in., are taken dowa 2ft. be
low the invert of the pipes and are provided 
with a centrally placed frame which serves the 
dual purpose of strUtting the structure, and 
a ladderway for easy access ·to the bottom of 
the boxes. The bottom sections of silt boxes 
on the largest mains are in concrete. 

The outfall of Merbein North-west scheme 
is of particular interest as here the drainage 
water is at such a lower leyel that provision 
has been made to pump the water over a pro
tecting levee bank at periods of high river 
levels. 

CONSTRUCTION 
.The method ·of. .construction- in -all schemes 

has been much the same. Many soil types are 
encountered and the. work has varied .in depth 
from 5ft. to 5Oft., and the "going" has been 
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in all stages from hard and dry to very wet. 
This latter class of work has proved difficult, 
sometimes dangerous, and always costly. 
Where the nature of the ground permits usual 
-trenching, shafts ·and· drive methods are used. 
In bad country it has been frequently neces
sary to employ close timbering and resort to 
pumping. A large percentige of the work has 
to be carried out in very restricted areas and 
it is difficult: in deep and wet gi'ound particu
larly to avoid damage to property in the im
mediate vicinity of the work. The main drain 
in Red Cliffs Central scheme, just east of 
where it crosses the Calder Highway and rail
way line, is 48ft. underground. The country 
here was dry, loose sand, interspersed with 
stone, and close timbering was necessary. This 
work was carried out in the hottest time of the 
year and air had to be pumped into the shafts 
and drives to make it possible for the men to 
continue work under very trying conditions. 
In the Merbein East scheme similar country 
was encountered with the added disadvantage 
that it was full of water and in addition to 
close timbering continual pumping was neces
sary during the progress of work. The Irymple 
Valley main along Sixteenth Street was driven 
thrOugh a flaky moist clay, known as "greasy 
back." The drives here were of larger dimen
sions than usual to accomm-odate the 3 6in. 
diameter pipes, 3ft. lengths of which weighed 
approximately 7! cwt. each and had to be car
ried on trolleys into their position in the drive. 
Very difficult conditions were encountered on 
the main in Fifteenth Street near the lrymple 
State School. In this section a great under
ground accumulation of water 20ft .. deep and 
several chains long had to be overcome. "Open 
cue' method had to be adopted, close sheeting 
was driven and special precautions taken with 
the bedding of the 24in. diameter pipes. This 
work was the more difficult because of a vine
yard on one side and the main highway on the 
other, and all operations were confined to an 
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area half a chain wide. At the outfall. of cer
tain schemes in Red Cliffs the water discharg
ed is measured and samples are taken for 
analysis. 

In the three and a half years that the 
work has been under way steady progress has 
been made. Work in Red Cliffs is just com
pleted and drainage outfall has been provid' 
ed f<Yr 9700 acres. The first scheme com
pleted in Red Cliffs was Cardross, an area of 
15 00 acres. This section of the district, al
ways notable for the co-operative spirit that 
exists among the settlers in that locality, at 
the commencement of . drainage operations, 
a<ready had under consideration a proposal 
for a community drainage system. The 
drainage waters from this scheme have form
ed a lake in the Mallee country just west of 
the settlement. The Shire Council and Citi
zens' Committee have combined to improve 
the environs of the lake which has become a 
popular picnic and bathing resort-surely a 
fine example of a liability being converted 
into an asset. 

AREA SERVED AND COST 

In Merbein district a total of 6730 acres has 
been served. Work on the Mildura scheme is 
completed covering an acreage of approxi
mately 10,800 acres. The total area served 
by the several schemes throughout the three 
districts being over 27,000 acres. 

The quantities of materials used in the com
pleted work assume large proportions. The 
total length of pipes of all sizes is 24 5 miles 
and the length of open channels I 3! miles. 
The number of silt boxes is 3207, which, with 
an average depth of 11 feet, total 3 5,3 00 
lineal feet. Approximately 750,000 super feet 
of timber have been used in the work. 

The work has cost approximately half a mil
lion pounds ( 60 per cent. labor and 40 per 
cent. material), which has been provided by 

Mlldura Irrigation Settlement 

the Employment Council; portion of the cost, 
however, will be refunded by all those parti' 
cipating in the schemes who contribute at the 
rate of £5 per acre. The payment of this 
money is funded over five years by 20 equal 
quarterly instalm.e·nts. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The organisation to carry this work to its 
conclusion has necessarily been large. Most 
of the surveyors and designers, their work 
completed, have departed for similar work. 
The financial side of the work, however, still 
goes on. The construction work is being done 
by unemployment relief labor. It started on 
«relief wages," bUt now full award rates are 
paid to all employees. The average number of 
men employed over the thre·e-year period was 
500. One third of the labor is drawn from 
local employment centres; the remaining two
thirds from Melbourne and country bureaux in 
various parts of the State. In addition to the 
«booking of times," payment of wages and 
accounts, purchase of clothing through the 
State Relief Committee is handled for the 
men. Tents and camp equipment have to be 
provided and moved from time to time; trav
elling by rail and motor trucks arranged. A 
comprehensive costing system is kept, all stores 
have to be ordered, pipes and timber supplied 
under contract, inspected and ·kept up to work. 
~ocal men are employed for periods of two 
months and others for periods of three months; 
a small percentage of skilled men are retained 
for longer periods. In addition to the labor 
directly employed by the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission much local labor 
has been absorbed and more or less continually 
employed by the concrete pipe manufacturers 
and the Mildura red gum sawmills. Many 
carriers are employed transporting pipes, tim
ber, sand, cement, water, firewood, and other 
materials of construction. Large supplies of 
earthenware pipes are procured from potteries 
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RED CLIFFS, MERBEIN AND MILDURA 
DRAINAGE SCHEMES-(Cont.) 

at Bendigo, Ballarat and Melbourne. Cement 
is obtained from Geelong, gravel from the 
Maryborough goldfields and sand, from local 
deposits. 

THE VALUE OF THE SCHEME 

In conclusion, it may be claimed that bene
fits from drainage are already apparent on sev
eral blocks and many acre of land, particularly 
in 1v.lildura area, for years out of production, 
are being replanted. It is felt that the Em
ployment Council may be confident that the 
money they have provided will prove repro
ductive and a permanent benefit to this valu
able area. 

Space prohibits the presentation of the com
plete scheme in discernible proportions, but 
the maps of the Merbein and Red Cliffs 
schemes will, it is hoped, give some idea of the 
magnitude of the plan-the largest of its kind 
ever attempted in irrig_ation areas. A particu
lar feature that is of interest is the advantage 
of a settlement being laid out with the roads 
following the contours as against the· straight 
layout, In the Red Cliffs plan it will be not
iced that the mains have followed the roads 
in almost every case and that -the instances 
where construction has taken place through 
properties are few as compared with the inter
ference with cultural work through the neces
sity to pass through properties, in the Mildura 
area particularly. 

THE INTERNAL DRAINAGE SCHEME 

Realising that to complete an outfall scheme 
which placed a delivery p<>int at each block 
would be incompkte without its_ natural cor
ollary a scheme of :finanCe to enable settlers 
to m-ake immediate use of the outfall, the Em
ployment Council agreed to make available 
monies to settlers, through the Closer Settle
ment Commission, to enable them to carry out 
the internal drainage of their properties. This 
finance was made available on terms that did 
not put any immediate load on to the property 
but would allow of the repayment of the 
money at a pace in keeping with the increase 
of production as the land became improved 
through the drainage, The terms of the ad
vances are that they shall be repaid in half
yearly payments over a period of ten years at 
interest of one per cent. per annum. The con
ditions of the advance being that the Com
mission must approve of the lay-out and the 
method of installation. This is undoubtedly 
a sound basis in that it on the one hand assures 
that the whole scheme is carried out in accord
ance with the most up--to-date practices and 
on the other it incidentally gives to the settler 
the service of oversight by experienced experts. 
of the commission staff. This service and the 
financial assistance is available to all settlers 
whether being served by the main outfall 
scheme or on an outfall scheme of their own. 
The only stipulation being made, in the case 
of the latter, is that the outfall line must be 
of sealed pipes. 

River Murray fuoadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7 to 7.15 
p.m. (South Australian Time) every 

Monday Night. 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers. 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berr-i, S.A. 

The South Australian Prune 
Growers' Association 

Each year, since the A.D.F.A. took over the marketing of prunes, adds a brighter 
page to the history of this fruit. Prices which were ruinous, have increased 
beyond all anticipations--quality has improved through the organisation of 
producers and the closer co-operation of all parties. The annual report by the 
Secretary (Mr. R. A. Haynes) of the South Australian Association is given 
below, The report reads:-

It is gratifying that early completion of ac
counts has enabled agents to render final pay
ments earlier than heretofore. This is doubly 
so because the quality of the crop was below 
normal. 

The weather conditions were most unfav
orable to the fruit, which did not contain the 
normal amount of sugar and dried out in an 
unprecedented manner. A large proportion of 
the receipts were too small to be sold for 
human consumption. No less than 44 tons 
or over 12 per cent. of the fruit counted more 
than 120 to the lb. 

Another unfavorable factor was the col
lapse of overseas markets, which reduced the 
returns for the exportable proportion of the 
crop to :figure.s which we have not previously 
had to_ face. 

According to latest advice from London, 
Californian 70-80's are offered at 14/6 per 
cwt. ( 1fd lb.) c.i.f., to compete with which 
figure would mean ruination to Australian 
growers, and is of course a mz.for disaster to 
those in California~· Prices in U.S.A. have de
clined consistently throughout the past year. 
The trouble lies in the large Califor;nian crop, 
the lack of organisation amon,s growers, and 
the inability of the European countries tO fin
ance imports. 

In addition to the above, the industry has 
had to face increased costs of grading, pack
ing, and processing owing to ·substantial rises 
in wages, timber and tin-plate. 

On .the other hand, it is gratifying to ad
Yise that Australian sales have increased still 
further, particularly in South Australia, where 
the money spent in publicity has apparently 
had good effect. The Australian crop was a 
heavy one, and had the consumption been 
similar to that of 1933 when this association 
was formed, the exports would have had to be 
doubled, and the return to the grower consid~ 
erably less. 

During the last few months, a strong move
ment has taken place throughout the dried 

"'"'"'"""'''"""'"""""'"""'""""""'"""""'"'"""""""'"''""" 
Labor for the work has to be drawn from 

the roster of the registered unemployed and 
drainage award rates paid. In practice it has 
been found an advantage to work with several 
gangs each und~ an experienced working 
ganger whose work it is to do the pipe-laying. 

These gangs are arranged by the local auth
ority. The arrangements in the case of settlers 
within a Water Trust area are somewhat dif
ferent, but any money made available from 
relief funds is protected by much the same 
system. 

The s-uccess of the scheme, both in results 
and in the settler keeping up his repayments 
is apparent and has proved, as has the main 
scheme, a splendid _way of making loan monies 
reproductive through unemployment relief 
works. The total amount advanced to date 
for this work in the Red Cliffs and Merbein 
areas is approaching £90,000 which, it is esti
mated, has enabled the laying of 3 70 miles of 
drains at depths from 4ft. 6in. to 6ft. In ad
dition to this the great majority of settlers, 
having used the cash advanced, for labor only, 
have purchased the pipes with other funds so 
enabling a considerably greater amount of 
drainage to be done. 

fruits industry, which, it is hoped will enable 
the Australian price standard to be maintained. 

The position has now been reached when it 
can be confidently hoped that if production 
does not increase, we can sell in Australia all 
the good prunes produced, The problems of 
inferior varieties such as French, German, Fel
lemberg, and small prunes is being investigat
ed. The co-operation of growers is essential 
to the success of the efforts which are now 
being made by the Department of Agriculture. 
The Dried Fruits Board has rendered invaluable 
service to growers in this connection. 

It is now conspicuous that the public and 
retail growers prefer D' Agen prunes to any 
other variety. 

S.A. STATE BOARD 

The Problem of Small Prunes 
.A,t recent meetings of the Board the follow

ing matters that are of interest to groWers 
were discussed:-

The secretary reported that a canfeience 
was held ·earlier . in the day of representatives 
of the Retail Storekeepers' Association, the 
'Wholesale Grocers' Association and Distribu
tors, together with members of the Board and 
of the Prune Advisory Committee, and reso.; 
lutions were passed recommending the Board 
to take steps to eliminate from marketing 
prunes of 120 to the lb. and over, as well as 
unprofitable varieties. 

Consideration was given to the resoluti~ 
of the conference, and it was agreed to request 
prune dealers and packers to co-operate with 
the Board in urging their growers not to de
liver prunes of 120 to the lb. ru>d over. In 
respect to the conference resolution asking the 
Board to extend control to cover dried dar~ 
plums, secretary was directed to obtain a re
port from the Board's Investigation Officer as 
to the extent to which this variety was mar
keted, 

Reports of the Investigation Officer were· 
submitted on further consignments of sul
tanas from New South Wales and a consign
ment of lexias from Western Australia and de
livered to a South Australian dealer. The re
port disclosed that the packing was irregular 
and the fruit did riot comply with the pre
scribed grade standards. Secretary reported 
he had taken the matter up with the Boards 
concerned. The levy for the year 1938, was 
determined at the rate of 5/ per ton, this 
being the rate :fixed by the Boards of Victoria 
New South Wales and We·st Australia. 

The secretary reported that he had arranged 
a confere·nce between Board representatives 
and inspectors to be held in March. Messrs. 
Murdoch and Till were appointed to represent 
the Board. 

Applications for new dealers' registrations 
and cancellation of registrations were dealt 
with as well -as applications 'for transfers and 
renewals of packing house registrations. Ap
plication for a transfer of one packing house 
registration was approved. 

Advice was received from the Department 
of Commerce stating that the Department had 
agreed to inspectors in the non-irrigated areas 
carrying out inspection of drying grounds as 
part of their duties. 
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COMPANY MEETINGS 
Several of the annual meetings of companies operating in the Mildura areas 
were held recently. The outstanding feature of the largely attended gather· 
ings was the general satisfaction with the action of the A.D.F.A. in the recent 
move to consolidate the industry. Some of the items of the reports that are 
of general interest are given. 

THE AURORA PACKING CO. 
In ·the course of his address to the clients of 

the company, the managing dire·ctor (Mr. J. 
W. Bowen) emphasised the absolute necessity 
for the industry to maintain its high place in 
the trade by constantly aiming at the introduc
tion of the most efficient and up-to-date ma
chines for the handling of the product. There 
was a duty on growers to keep pace with the 
market requirements-a particular point being 
the elimination of foreign matter before the 
fruit left the block. 

Continuing his address, Mr. Bowen referred 
to the consolidating of the industry's position 
in the Commonwealth market. It was already 
apparent, he said, that the action taken by 
delegates to Federal Council in November last, 
when a committee was formed to negotiate 
for the taking over of certain packing inter
ests, had been fully justified. Such action on 
the part of the A.D.F.A. had more closely 
safeguarded each association grower's rightful 
share of the better prices ruling in the Com
monwealth, and the sacrifice, which would be 
of a temporary nature only, might be regard
ed as small in comparison with what growers 
might have had to face had some other method 
of defending the policy of organised market
ing been resorted to. 

London Agency D.P. Board. 
An extract 'from a London trade publication 

known as nThe Grocer" dealt with a report on 
the annual social arranged by the London 
Dried Fruit Traders' Associa-tion, and attended 
by members of all branches-buyers, sellers, 
and brokers-connected with the association 
in London, Liverpool and Bristol. Mr. Bowen 
stated it was pleasing to note the expressions 
of opinion of various inembers of the trade in 
England regarding officials associated with the 
London Agency of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Board. 

The Vice-Chairman of the Board, in toast
ing the visitOrs, and in_ referring to Mr. W. P. 
Caro, stated: "He would, however, like to 
mention Mr. Caro, whose name was branded on 
so many of their samples. He rather envied 
Mr. Caro, who had in a short time built up an 
unassailable position on their market for fair
ness and str.aightne·ss, and who occupied a posi-

tion in the trade which was surely unparalled
ed in it history." 

A nice compliment from an Englishman to 
an Australian resident in England-whose chief 
mission was to safeguard the interests of the 
dried fruit producers of this country. 

Mr. Bowen also stated that, in common with 
other packers, the company would, of neces
sity, be compelled to increase its charges for 
packing. It was anticipated that the increase 
would amount to anything between 12/6 to 
15/- per ton, the· increased cost of boxes and 
packing materials this year being almost 
wholly responsible for the proposed enforced 
increase. Whatever it would ~ stated Mr. 
Bowen, the increase· would be no more than 
sufficient to keep pace with increased costs of 
material and labor. 

The election of the committee of 
the Aurora Fruitgrowers' Association re
sulted in Messrs. S. R. Mansell, Cut
ler, Doecke, McCallum (secretary) , Tick
ell, Stuart, Appleby, Hodgson, Wishart, 
Evans, Humphreys, McKenzie and Beal being 
appointed. 

Mr. C. Hall, who has had 13 years as Chair
man of the branch, did not seek re-election. 

THE RED CLIFFS CO-OPERATIVE CO. 
The Chairman (Mr. F. W. P. Hammer) in 

his report to shareholde"t's outlined the opera
tions of a successful year, despite the packing 
difficulties associated with the problem of 
treating mould in the district pack. The Lon
don price realised for fruit was evidence that 
the problem could be satisfactorily handled by 
the modern system in use at the packing house. 

The balance-sheet showed a paid up capital 
of £46,487, and was an increase of £3,13 5 over 
the previous year; much of this increase was 
due to the allocation of paid up shares as part 
of packing rebates. A dividend of 8 per cent. 
was recommended and approved and the Chair
man stated that a rebate of £1/10/- per ton 
would be made, 5/- of which would be allotted 
to new shares. 

Tick Beans 
The Manager (Mr. H. R. Sloan) in answer 

to a question as to whether tick beans could 
not be sold at a cheaper rate, said that the 
company had sold at "bedrock" prices last 

The Mildura Co .. operative 
Co. Ltd. 

Fruit 

MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £100,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £100,000 

Packers of All C!as•es of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 
Packed under the well-known "PADLOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S. W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 

year, An e~planation of the price was that the 
Tasmanian growers had organised the market
ing of their product. 

Directors' Fees 
A motion to increase the fees of the direc

tors was not carried, the amendment to have 
the remuneration remain itS at present being 
supported by the directors. Mr. C. M. Mackie 
stated that members of the Board must set 
an example to those in the company in the 
exercise of the co-operative spirit, and for this 
reason he asked that the fees remain as at ere
sent. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE CO. 
The Chairman (Mr. A. L. Johnstone) in 

making his report to the 3 3rd Annual Meet
ing of the shareholders, intimated that the 
nominal capital of the company would be in
creased to £150,000 to provide share capital 
for new shareholders and those who desired to 
increase their holdings. The present paid-up 
capital of the company was £87,773-a sub
stantial increase over la.st year. The packing 
rebate was fixed at £1 per ton for dried fruit 
and 1-!d. per case for citrus. The dividend 
recommended would be at the rate of 7 per 
cent. As with other companies in the district, 
the Mildura Co-operative· had had a big task 
in dealing with the rain affected fruit, and 
with the improved methods of handling had 
saved fruit that, some years back, would have 
been difficult to market. 

Regarding fruit values, the Chairman warn
ed growers of the possibility of a lower price 
for the coming season-the American position 
was doubtful and the price stability there was 
not all that could be desired. 

The Stability Of The Industry 
"Events leading up to the recent decision 

of the A.D.F .A. in regard to the arrangement 
to ensure equitable quotas had caused much 
concern," said Mr. Johnstone, "and that, as 
other methods had not assured stability, a more 
drastic alternative had to be attempted. This 
had looked to be an almost impossible task, but 
it has been accomplished, and I believe that 
stability has been secured in the home market 
which will last for some years. 

"Problems have fallen upon our industry 
thick and fast during the past two or three 
years, and now the move by America for some 
review of the Ottawa Agreement calls for and 
is receiving the very close attention of those 
who are supervising the overseas marketing 
position and also is receiving the close attention 
of the Commonwealth Government". 

Advice to Growers 
Dealing with certain feature~> of the produc

tion side, the Chairman said that the dangers 
to the industry in regard to foreign matter in 
settlers~ deliveries, was real. Growers were also 
strongly advised not to use sulphur dioxide 
when dipping, as this process was detrimental 
to the keeping quality of the fruit. 

Appreciation 
A fine tribute was paid to the assistanCe 

given to the industry by the Export Control 
Board, and particularly to the work of Messrs. 
W. C. F. Thomas (Chairman) and Mr. Alex 
F. Bell. 

A noteworthy feature of the large meeting 
was the satisfaction expressed at the action 
of the Association in taking such far-reaching 
steps to guide the industry through its re·cent 
difficulties, and the willingness of the growers 
to face up to costs. 

The Directorate remains as in the past year, 
Messrs. Casey and Lochhead being re-elected 
unopposed. 

AN INCORRECT STATEMENT 

It was reported in a South Australian paper 
recently that Mr. H. D. Howie was the Chair
man of Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales Pty. 
Ltd. This statement should be corrected to 
read "Mr. A. L. Johnstone, Chairman." 
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DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 
(By A. V. LYON, M.Ag.Sc.) 

There are so many angles from which the 
question of agriCultural drainage may be ap
proached that a further review at this stage 
will be of interest to readers. The completion, 
and the success, of the Mildura district drain
age schemes have given an impetus to drainage 
considerations in many other of the irrigated 
dried fruit areas; and there is now a well
established procedure for settlements in which 
drainage is considered to be urgent. 

The first step seems to be a local demand
somebody has to make a noise about it. This 
is usually done by the growers, who are the 
people most concerned. At present, the soil 
preservation conscience of the irrigators is at 
a peak, and we find the irrigation authorities 
and the settlers most happily agreed that drain
age is desirable. The next steps are not so 
simple. It is necessary to determine the drain
age system suitable for each particular settle
ment; and also to find the money to carry out 
~he scheme. 

COMMUNITY DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 
In recent times we have had quite frequently 

to correct the erroneous opiriion that settle
ments shoUld seek' a_ -_C?PY of the Mildura sys
tem. The actual fact is that such a system 
is by no means applicable to all settlements. 

In the Murray Valley, there are three gen
eral· systems used for disposal of the drainage 
waters; and also three systems by which these 
waters are collected within the holdings. 

1. Deep-seated mains. - A system of 
deep-seated mains, with a gravitational 
outfall to a natural depression, or to 
the Murray or Murray flats. The elevation 
of settlements such as Mildura and the major 
portions of Barmera and Berri, make this pos
sible. 

2.-In settlements, or parts of settlements, 
Where the elevation is insufficient tO permit 
gr·avitational discharge, the only alternative is 
to pump the drainage waters. This will be 
essential in parts of the Renmark and Berri 
areas and probably in other settlements as well. 

3. Discharge into shafts.-Where the per
vious layers into which the shaft waters soak 
is of lime·stone (as in W aikerie, S.A.) the 
shafts so far have worked satisfactorily, and 
may continue to do so. On the other hand, 
the sand drifts in the Mildura district are sub
ject to silting, and at times the sand seams 
were filled with water; and on the whole the 
system was unsatisfactory. 

INTERNAL DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 
Again there are three systems:-
1. The open cut, which is seldom used in 

horticultural properties on account of its in
convenience. 

2. The tile drain system. 
3. Drainage through naturally pervious 

subsoil layers. Any one of these internal 
drainage systerils can be (and actually are) 

·coupled to any one of the outfall systems 
mentioned in the previous section. Thus we 
have many di:vergent drainage systems arising, 
as the followrng illustrations will show. 

COMMUNITY DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 
Mildura District.-The drainage waters in 

the internal holdings are collected in tile 
drains, and outfall to a community main. The 
elevation of the settlement, and the more or 
less impervious subsoil holding up the free 
water, renders this system most suitable. 

Barmera District. - The outfall system is 
similar to Mildura (a deep-seate·d main). For 
internal drainage, it is evident that in large 
areas, the limestone layers prevent the laying 
of tile drains. On the other hand, there is 
evidence that tile drains may not be required. 
In parts at any rate, there is a very pervious 
layer underlying the limestone, through which 
the subsoil waters can penetrate di~ectly to the 
main. A possible-solution for drainage in such 
settlements will be a system of deep-seated 
mains, without internal drains of any kind. 

Waikerie District. - The outfall in most 
locations is by shafts to limestone layers at a 
little over 100 feet; and the internal drainage 
waters are collected, as in parts of Barmera, 
by a naturally pervious and continuous layer 
in the subsoil, which acts quite as well as a 
tile drain. 

CONFERENCE OF THE STATE 
. BOARDS TO RE HELD IN SYDNEY 

At the meeting on. March l, the Chair
man of the Victorian Board (Mr. Parker 
Molon~y) reported that it was proposed 
to hold an in-terstate coriference of mem
bers of all the Boards in Sydney about 
May 19. 

No information is to hand regarding 
the matters to be discussed other than 
the matter of a uniform levy which is 
now operating and the .big question of 
some form of uniform administration. 

Renmark District. - The harmful subsoil 
waters in parts of this settlement have been 
located in the sand drifts underlying the near 
subsoil. The elevation is insufficient to permit 
a gravitational discharge, so pumping appears 
to be the only alternative. This appears ex
pensive, but we may get the compensation if 
the sand drift proves sufficiently pervious to -do 
without internal tile drains. 

Morphett Estate (near Murray mouth).
This irrigated land is below river level, and is 
protected by levee banks. The irrigation water 
is syphoned on to the land, ·and the drainage 
waters pumped back to the river-quite the 
opposite to irrigation and drainage, respec
tively in Mildura district. The drainage sys
tem is open cuts through irrigated pastures. 
No tile drains ar_e required, as 1t 1s a humus 
soil, perforated by yabby holes, and affords 
natural lateral drainage. 

Woorinen District. - In this settlement, 
large areas of clay soils respond very feebly to 
agricultural drainage. The projected system 
therefore consists of surface drainage in open 
cuts, which are sufficiently deep to take the 
outfall from tile drains in the higher parts in 
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which tile drains are useful. 
These varying cases are cited to show that 

very careful examination is warranted before 
a drainage scheme is designed for any settle
ment. 

A complete procedure for each district 
would be: (a) A soil survey, to define and 
locate the major soil types; (b) establishment 
of an association between damaged plants and 
free subsoil water by large-scale observations; 
(c) investigation of the drainage responses of 
the principal soil types; (d) an intensive ex
amination of the soil and subsoil, to determine 
the depth and spacing of tile drains in various 
soils; (e) collaboration. by the investigators 
with the constructing authorities in the pre
paration of drainage plans designed to meet 
the drainage requirements of the particular 
settlement considered; (f) estimates of costs, 
and methods of finance. 

This appears to be rather a heavy pro
gramme, but it has been carried out in some 
districts. A preliminary delay for a· period up 
to a year appears sounder than a plan based on 
inadequate investigation, and this view is 
shared by the authorities concerned. In con
clusion, it may be . .-stated that all the settle
ments with adequate drainage facilities are 
well satisfied with the results. 

The Victorian State Board 

At the January and March meetings of the 
Board several matters of particular interest_ tQ 
growers were dealt with. 

A letter was ·received from the New South 
Wales- Dried Fruits Boa~d, explaining that a 
defendant convicted of illegal traffickil:tg in 
dried fruits had been heavily fined at CootaC 
mundra and Albury. Members expressed 
gratification that the financial help rendered 
by th~ Victorian Board to the New South 
Wales Board had enabled the latter Board to 
extend its work in connection with the sup
pression of illegal trafficking. 

Recognising the difficulties of the other 
Boards which had to meet. administrative ex
penses -out of a muCh smiller tonnage than. 
the Victorian Boar_d, the Board decided that 
th~ whole question of a uniform levy and uni
form administration should be discussed by n 
conference of the Boards. 

A report was received from Senior Inspec
tor Walsh regarding his inquiries at Boweya, 
Caniambo, etc., where very small quantities of 
dried fruits are grown. 

Applications for packing house classers~ 
licences were dealt with and approved, and 
eight officers of the Commerce Department 
were appointed graders. 

The Chairman reported that Wonderland 
Fruit Products Pty. Ltd. had ceased operations, 
and withdrawn their application for a licence 
for 1938. 

TO PRUNE GROWERS 

The following is an extract from uTime 
and Tide," London:-

ln "Notes by the Way," by Aylmer Val
lance, it is stated: «The Australian prune is 
infinitely more succulent and about 75 percen~. 
cheaper than the French. Why is not more 
money directed to the worthy cause of prune 
publicity?" 
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as a whole for publication in the "News." 
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Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here>:s ·freedom ·tO him who would write; 
For thf.re'S none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 
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A UNITED FRONT 

I N THESE DAYS when conditions through

. out the world are engaging the attention 
()f statesmen, financiers, economists and pub
licists. of every country, it is not remarkable 
that the ordinary citizen is taking a deep per
sonal interest in world affairs. 

More and mor~--·is _it· evi~eilt that a united 
front is essential t~ the safety Of Einpires, and 
through that safety the protection of the in
dividual. The man in the street, or his oppo
site member~ the man on the farm or the block, 
is realising the tr.ue meaning of the phrase 
uunion is strength." 

For the Dried Fruit Industry the current 
ye~· opens ·with special problems, special anxi
eties, but with a quiet confidence. Intelligent 
observers in the Industry have long realised 
that given a ~ombination of circumstances any 
previous record in production might be sur
passed by the production from existing acre
age. These circumstances in,clude favorable 
cUltural conditions during the growing period, 
aVoidance of loss by frost, followed by uni
formly favoraJ:>le conditions during the latter 
period of growth, and during ·the harvesting 
operations. In past years, when conditions 
ha_:v:e looked most promising, there has been 
some act of Providence which has checked pro
duction, interfered with quality, and brought 
a measure of disappointment. Today the 1938 
hatvest is being produced under the most fav
orable conditions that have obtained for the 
iast .fifteen years, and it is possible, in fact 
probable, that the harvest will be a record as 
regards dimension and a record as regards gen
eral standard of quality. It is a remarkable 
happening and fully supports the long-sighted 
view of the Leaders of the Industry in their 
opposition to the indiscriminate extension of 
production, because they well realise the capa
city of the several markets and the extent of 
the changing conditions in world production. 
Their watchword is, wisely, .. not another acre." 
There are sufficient vines in production to take 
care of the requirements of Australia and of 
the two great Dominions and yet leave a sub-
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stantial quantity available for the British mar
ket. Each ton produced in excess threatens 
the value of every ton produced from existing 
acreage. 

It is a remarkably fortunate position that 
the whole of the 1937 harvest, with the pos
sible exception of a few hundred tons, had 
been marketed before a single berry of new 
season's fruit had been nailed up in the Pack
ing Houses. This is no mean achievement, be
cause the marketing of the new season's crop 
will comme-nce in the absence of a substantial 
carry-over which has on occasion added to the 
difficulties of the realisation of the new crop. 
Under these circumstances the prospect of the 
1938 harvest would be indeed a bright one. 

Today there are other circumstances obtain
ing which inay exercise important conse
quences. The talks between the· Motherland, 
the Dominions and the great sister Republic 
of the United States, primarily directed to the 
interests of world peace and consequently the 
safety of each citizen of the Empire, bring 
problems to the Australian Dried Fruits In
dustry which have been fortunately absent 
during the last few years. 

_ Jn _these circumstances, therefore, a united 
front is of prime importance. The Industry, 
through the Australian Dried Fruits Associ
ation, has unmistakably emphasised its belief 
in organised marketing in the shape of State 
laws, and above all in the form of Federal law 
controlling the export surplUs production. It 
is Well- that by reason of the organisation built 
up in Australia a great many of the problemS 
of the Industry have been dealt with under 
Statutory powers, and it is no idle~ statement 
to advance the belief that the Industry has been 
well served by its Leaders, and that the results 
in the main have tended towards stability. No 
law was ever enacted that was perfect-no or
ganisation ever planned which gave complet_e 
satisfaction, but the outstanding feature has 
been the good of the many rather than the 
good of a few. Today the Industry is recog
nised as an important phase of primary produc
tion-an illustration of successful closer settle
ment, and if during the past few years the 
term .. Dried Fruits" has conjured up to the 
minds of many hundreds of thousands of Aus
tralians constitutional and legal questions, it is 
a proud bOast of the Industry and -the thous
ands of settlers represented by that Industry 
that they have gained the confidence of the 
Government and are in a position to speak as 
a united body. In the result we know that 
our case has the sympathetic support of Fed
eral and State Ministers alike, and that we are 
organised to bring. the most reasonable case 
before these Empire and, world statesmen, who 
will be called upon to iron out any obstacles, 
having in mind the common end of peace and 
happiness. We are indeed well served in Lon
don, in Canada, in New Zealand and in our 
own land. The case for the continuance of 
the preferences granted by the Motherland and 
Dominions to the Australian and, in later years, 
South African producer, is in the safe hands 
of the Government and their responsible ad
visers, and today more than ever our Grower 
Leaders will want the confidence of the In
dustry, which they can command with cer
tainty by reason of "the performance of their 
duties in the past. 

We are in safe hands and have many friends. 
Negotiations require confidence and patience, 
but if our harvest is happily a very large one 
we are equally confident that our quality is 

gaming greater prestige for the Australian 
Dried Fruit Industry, and thousands of people, 
by reason of this or that publicity during the 
last decade, are our sympathetic friends in the 
important negotiations which will be carried on 
during the next two or three months. 

Just as we are 1-mited so we are strong, and 
it is fortunate that this moment finds the In
dustry in better shape and, conse·quently, in 
greater strength. 

!"'"""""'"'"'"""""~"~~~~~;~~~"""""'"'"'"'""""""· 

~ On page 7 of the January issue of this 
paper, it is reported that a resolution at 
the ;-Annual meeting of the Berri Packing 
Union was seconded by :Mr. W. N. Twiss 
(See column "3" Resolutions). This 
should read "Mr. W. N. Tillis." 

Enquiries show that the original copy 
submitted to the publishers was correct, ~ 
and the error can only be attributed to ~ 
a typograPhical error missed in the· check 2 
of the proofs. We hope that this has not ~ 
caused Mr. Twiss any inconvenience and ~ 
ask the tolerance of Mr. Tillis. E 

' ~ ............................................................ ,,,.,,.,,.,.,,,,,,,,, .. , ....... ?. 

PERSONAL 
Mr. C. J. Evatt, Chairman of the New 

South Wales Dried Fruits Board, has arrived 
in London, where he will be in close 
touch with the deliberations concerning the 
preferences on_canned fruits. From all reports 
not necessarily_ official, it might appear that 
these fruits will be the medium of some very 
contentious discussion in London. The Gaul
burn Valley growers have also decided to ar
range for Mr. W. ("Bill") Young to go to 
London in their interests on the same matter. 

Mr. McGlasson, manager ·of the Berri Co
operative Union, will leave for London on 
approximately April 12 to attend a conference 
of those groups associated with Overseas Farm
ers Ltd., London. He will attend the confer
ence as the representative· of the Australian 
Producers'· Wholesale Co-operative Federation, 
of which body he is a director. Mr. McGlas
son has stated that he hopes to visit the dried 
fruits areas of South Africa. 

At a recent meeting of the Victorian State 
Boird it was decided that, in view of the ex
cellent .services rendered by Inspector Walsh 
over the past seven years, he should be pro
moted to the office of Senior Inspector. Mr. 
Walsh has, undoubtedly, served a very exact
in-g period in the interests of the industry, hav
ing been concerned, during the past few years, 
in the difficult task of implementing the Act 
in relation to movements of fruit interstate. 
The recent High Court case on this matter 
and the preliminaries associated with it called 
for a considerable· amount of concentration by 
this officer. 

Mr. R. A. Haynes, the Adelaide representa
tive o.f the Association, and the Secretary of 
the South Australian Prune Growers' Associa
tion, is to rest from all business affairs. He 
has had a long and arduous period of concen
tration on the recent re-organisation in the 
industry which, added to hls usual business 
activities, has affected his health rather dras
tically. It is anticipated that a long period of 
rest will be necessary before Mr. Haynes is 
completely recovered. 

It is reported that, since the increase of pre
ferences in England, many college men are 
going in for pig-raising-in the uold college 
sties."" 
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Commonwealth Distribution System Being Overhauled 

Board Meets Merchants' Association 
tern, but realise the fundamental of any scheme 
must be to the best interest of the grower, 
compatible with a fair and efficient service to 
the consumer. To this end the absence of dis
content amongst those selling our fruit and 
the retention of the maximum amount of 
their goodwill to the industry is important. 

As in other countries, the chain store development has brought with it a crop 
.of problems. One that confronts the industry at the moment is to evolve .a sys
tem of distribution that will give reasonable opportunities to all interests con
.cerned, and one that will not be detrimental to the producer. Chain store com
petition has engendered the formation of buying-groups of grocers, who wish to 
.be placed on a better buying basis. Involved in this question is the present sys
tem of distribution through wholesale merchants. 

It is to be hoped that the proposed change 
in buying rates will bring this about and re
lieve the executive of the Association from any 
further concern in this respect, and also en
able the le·aders of the industry to concentrate 
more fully on matters that involve the wel
fare of the industry. Let us examine the point at issue. On the 

•one hand the merchant system gives the grow
oers a service from one end of Australia to the 
,other, carries debts in times of depressions and 
pays cash for the fruit-records show no in
stance of loss to growers through default of 

.an Association merchant. On the other hand, 
~there are certain s-roups, buying through 
>brokers or appointed buyers. 

These do not set out to cover the full obli
.gations of the industry, under the protective 
.tariff we enjoy, to make fruit available to every 
_point of the Commonwealth. Rather, it is the 
policy of these groups to serve only the larger 
centres where distributing costs are at a mini

llD.Um, and, as has been admitted, not to attempt 
to cater for the «outback" and more costly 

. distributing centres. Generally, this is also the 
.history of the chain store development in re
_gard to the se·rvice given to the industry and 
'to the people. 

The fact that pressure is being brought to 
lbear on the Association is evident from recent 
happenings in the Mildura area. At the meeting 
<of the Mildura Dried Fruits Association :Mr. 
.A. W. Pearce said that during the referendum 
.last year he had met with discontent among 
,certain sections of the buying public. The 
Victorian Grocers' Association was not satis

:fied with its buying terms with the A.D.F.A. 
lt was not on the same footing as some of the 
.chain stores, and as a result bought its dried 
fruit outside the A.D.F.A. He asked was it 
nOt pOssible to place the grocers on the same 
terms as those of t~e chain stores provided 
::they purchased the same quantity of fruit. 

Replying for the chairman, Mr, Malloch 
said that he thought the A.D.F.A. realised the 
.question of a similar rebate for the buying 
syndicates as that given chain stores through 
wholesale merchants was a vital issue. 

It would be nece"Ssary to face the problem 
from the angle of justice to the independent 
:retail buyer who was fighting the chain store. 
Politicians, :Mr. Malloch thought, would be 
prepared to let the A.D.F.A. fight the matter 
out without interfering. The problem would 
have to be faced, however, as the present posi
tion was unfair to the buying grocer. 

NOT AFFECT TURNOVER 
The A.D.F.A. had been unable to meet both 

the problem of the control of the industry 
from the production end and that from the 
distribution end at once, and loyalty to the in
~ustry had, up till now, made it necessary to 
ret<!in the support of the wholesalers. The 
present position was not affecting the turnover 
of the A.D.F.A., as many growers probably 
thought. 

Under the recent re-organisation ensuring 
equitable quotas, the Association did not regard 
the sale C)f the limited quantities of fruit avail
able as being detrimental to the A.D.F.A. Cer
tain features of this were, to some extent, to 
the better interests of the industry as a whole. 

MEETING AT RED CLIFFS 
Mr. A. W. Pearce presided at a Red Cliffs 

meeting convened by the Council of Manage
ment of the Grocers' Association of Victoria
re·gistered as Composite Buyers Limited-when 
a party of eight members of this organisation, 
led by the President (Mr. H. Magnus) and the 
Secretary (Mr.' H. ]. Book), placed their views 

before growers. The main contention being 
that cenain firms were receiving an advantage 
in respect to purchases and that the G.A.V. 
was entitled to the same conditions. Many 
heated exchanges, resulting from statements 
made by visiting speakers in regard to the 
A.D.F.A., ensued, particular exception being 
taken to the attitude on the matter of the re
cent referendum. The President of the G.A.V. 
in a general statement on this matter said that 
he was not in favor of the control system in 
this and other primary industries. It was un
fortunate that this group of traders had seen 
fit to pursue the course it had. Unnecessary 
antagonism has been the result of the meeting 
and the earlier action in regard to the referen
dum-at a time when the industry was fight
ing for its existence . 

The meeting terminated abruptly with the 
adoption of a motion submitted by Mr. G. 
Wake: "That this meeting has complete confi
dence in the Board of Management of the 
A.D.F.A., and the manner in which it conducts 
business with the merchants and grocers." 

Members of the grocers' organisation said 
later that, although the meeting had not yield
ed anything concrete, they felt that it would 
eventually lead to a better understanding. 

Through their delegates and coWlcils of the 
Association, growers are aware of the difficul
ties of the problem and the Board of Manage
ment is cognisant of the general desires of the 
industry in the matter. 

NEW SYSTEM OF BUYING 
At the March meeting the Board of Man

agement met the Merchants' Associations of 
Australia, and set out the general principles of 
a proposed new system of buying and an 
agreement was reached to meet the changing 
conditions. The details of the proposal were 
further discussed by a sub-committee and the 
matter will be taken into the final stages when 
the Chairman of each of the State merchants' 
associations meets members of the Board of 
Management in Mildura, early in April. 

It is the de·sire of the A.D.F.A. to have de
tails decided before the Federal Council meet
ing in October and to bring it into operation 
for next season. The Board is not primarily 
concerned as to t?e percentage of profit made 
by each party involved in the distribution sys-

The Barmera Co-operative 
Company 

Mr. E. Sims (Chairman) presided at the 
well-attended annual wcial of the company, a 
feature of which was the large number of 
visitors from along the river areas. 

In propOsing the toast of .. The Industry 
and the A.D.F.A.," Mr. C. Till (member of 
the South Australian Dried Fruits Board) was 
able to give some information on co-operation 
among primary producers as found by him 
during his visit to Western Australia, and he 
stressed the fact that IDC}ny of the primary 
industries would welcome such organisation 
as the A.D.F.A. to work under. He. said they 
congratulated the dried fruits industry on the 
strength of its organisation. 

Mr. H. D. Howie (chairman of the 
A.D.F.A. Board of Management) responded to 
this toast and he referred briefly to the steps 
taken to stabilise the industry and maintain 
the Australian price. He pointed out that 
this move had been forced upon them owing 
to the impossibility of obtaining 100 per cent. 
signatures to an agreement such as the industry 
operated under during 1937. He also made 
mention that the Board of Management had 
been a_ctive in approaching the Commonwealth 
Government to see that no alteration to pre
ferences would be made in any trade agree
ment with America. 

The toast to the Barmera Co-operative 
Packing Company was proposed by Mr. J, 
Jemison, secretary of the Ramco Co-operative 
Packing Company. He congratulated the 
company on the progress it had made in the 
13 years of existence, and hoped that all share
holders would support it with all their fruit. 
This toast was responded to by the chairman 
of the company, Mr. Sims, who said that the 
board had been faced with many problems in 
packing owing to the climatic conditions that 
had prevailed, but that improvements in the 
plant had enabled them to deal with all 
classes of fruit expeditiously, and he trusted 
that growers would take the opportunity of 
viewing the latest additions. 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 
RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruit! 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
--Dried and Fresh Fruit--

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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THE SEASON'S PRICES 

The Same As Last Year's 
Closing Rates 

The following prices (operative as from 
March 1st) have been annonnced by the Board 
of Management:-

5~Cr. 

4-Cr. 
3-Cr. 
2-Cr. 
1-Cr. 
Slabs 
Plain 

5~Cr. 

4-Cr. 
3-Cr. 
2-Cr. 
1-Cr. 
Slabs 
Plain 

4-Cr. 
3-Cr. 
2-Cr. 
1-Cr. 
Slabs 
Plain 

4-Cr. 
3-Cr. 
2-Cr. 
1-Cr. 
Plain 
Slabs 

APRICOTS (28-lb. Boxes) 
Fancy 
1Box 
Per lb. 

1/3 
1/2 
1/1 
1/· 
-
-
-

NECTARINES 
1/2 
1/1 

11\!d. 
11d. 

Choice 
1Box 
Per lb. 

1/2 
1/1 
1/· 

11od. 
10~d. 

-
-

:zs-lb. 
1/1 

11\!d. 
11d. 

. 10d. 
8~d. 

Standard 
1Box 
Per lb. 

-
11oo 
11~d. 
11!<1. 
10d. 
-
-

Boxes) 
1/· 

10\!d. 
10d. 
9d . 
~d. 

PEACHES (28-lb. Boxes) 
1/- 11d. 10l!d. 

11d. 10.d. 10d. 
10d. 9.d. 9d. 

PEARS 
11\!d. 
10\!d. 
9;ld. 

Sd. 71td. 

(?S-Ib. Boxes) 
11d. 10d. 
10d. 91td. 
9d. Sd. 
7d. 6l;d. 

1Box 
Per lb. 

11d. 
1ood. 

7d. 
7d. 

7id. 
70d. 

5id. 
6id. 

Apricots, nectarines, peaches and pears in 
100 box lots, §d. per lb. less than above prices. 

Apricots, nectarines, peaches and pears in 
10 ton lots, i,d. per lb. less than above prices. 
Apricots, peache·s and pears in 10-lb. boxes, 
§d. per lb. more than 28-lb. boxes. 
Apricots in 7-lb. tins, peaches in 6-Ib. tins, 1d. 
per lb. minimum more than 28-lb. boxes. 
Apricots, nectarines, peaches and pears pack
ed in cellophane packets, 1/3 per dozen on. 

Peeled peaches, 1_&d. per lb. more than un
peeled. 

4-Cr. 
3-Cr. 
2-Cr. 
1-Cr. 
M.F. 

5-Cr. 
4-Cr. 
3-Cr. 
2-Cr. 
1-Cr .. 
Plain . 

CURRANTS 
10 Tons 100 Boxes 

per lb. per lb. 
8d. S§d. 

nd. nd. 
7d. 7§d. 

6od. 6§d. 
6d. 6§d. 

SULTANAS 
8\!d. 8~d. 
7'!d. 7od. 
7jd. 71!d. 
71td. 71!d. 
7d. 7§d. 

6\!d. . 6od. 
LEXIAS AND W AL THAMS 

1Box 
per lb. 

Sl;d. 
7!d. 
Tid. 
6\!d. 
6od. 

9d. 
8d. 

7!d. 
70d. 
Hd. 

7d. 

6-Cr. . 7d. 7§d. 7od. 
6-Cr. . 6d. 6§d. 6id. 
4-Cr. . . 5id. 5\!d. 5od. 
Seedless 6l;.d. 61!d. 6od. 
3-Cr. . . 5od. 5lid. 5\!d. 
2-Cr. . . . . 5od. 5lid. 5;!d. 

Currants, Sultanas or lexias packed in cello
phane or cartons, 1/3 per dozen on. 

SEEDED RAISINS 
lOTons lBox 

1-lb. Cartons (per doz.) . . 7/9 8/-
12-oz. Cartons (per doz.) . . 6/3 6/6 
8-oz. Cartons (per doz.) . . 4/6 4/n 
Bulk (per lb.) . . . . . 7d 7'od. 

These list prices are for Adelaide, Melbourne, 
Sydney, Newcastle, and producing centres in 
South Australia, Victoria and New South 
Wales-

For Frernantle, Perth, A,lbany:-
(a) Fruit produced in Western Australia 

and apricots, nectarines, peaches and 
pears produced in all States-List prices. 

(b) Currants, sultanas, lexias, walthams, 
seeded raisins and muscatels produced 
in South Australia, Victoria and New 
South Wales-Add !d. per lb. to list 
prices. 

For Brisbane, Hobart, Launceston, Devon
port, Burnie-Add ;!-d. per lb. to list prices. 

For Maryborough, Bundaberg, Gladstone, 
Rockhampton, Mackay, Bowen, Townsville 
(Qld.)-Add id- per lb. to list prices. 
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RENMARK GROWERS' SOCIAL 

PRACTICAL CO-OPERATION 
This very succ-essful gathering was attended 

by over 250 growers, and many visitors repre
sentative of local bodies. The Chairman of the 
Renmark Growers' Co-operative Coy., Mr. H. 
D. Howie, in his introductory remarks said 
that all appreciated the action of the Hon. C. 
A. S. Hawker, M.H.R., in tra;elling such a 
long way to attend the meeting. 

Mr. Hawker, who was greeted with ap
plause, said he counted it an honor to pro
pose the toast to "The R.F.G.C. and the Ren
mark Growers' Distillery'' because there two 
societies had put into efficient practice the 
principals of co-operation. Co-ope·ration was 
the most important factor in the adjustment 
of the position of the individual and of the so
ciety in which he had to live, while in the 
wider sense, he contended, if they could not 
get the spirit of co-operation into international 
as well as individual relationships then it was a 
poor look-out for the world. 

Sales In New Zealand 
In a letter to «Sunraysia Daily" on 

March 28 last, '"Kia Ora,". basing his con
tention on the opinion of an anonymous 
grocer in New Zealand who says that he 
could sell five times the amount of Aus
tralian fruit that he is able to obtain, 
would lead us to believe that this posi
tion pertains throughout the Dominion. 
With due respect to the mathematical at
tainments of both ~~Kia Ora" and the 
New _Zealand grocer he mentions, we 
submit the actual figures. The total im
portations of dried fruits to New Zealand 
for the year ended 31st December, 1937 
were 5,941 tons - of this Australia sup
plied 4,5 65 tons, or 76.8 per cent. These 
quantities represent a very high per capita 
consumption. 

UIIIIIU11111UIIUU1111111011111111111UIIILIIIIIUIUIIUI!!III1U111111111111111111>1111 

Co-operation, continued Mr. Hawker, was 
the only way to preserve the interests of the 
small producer and enable him to keep pace 
with the large producing concer:ns and the 
middleman who otherwise would be in a posi
tion to get him at their mercy. The value of 
co-operation among the growers was apparent 
on all sides, especially in the two bodies con
cerned. 

The dried fruits industry, Mr. Hawker went 
on to say, had had long experience in co-opera
tion, and it had only been through surmount
ing many setbac-ks that it had been able to 
effectively control the positio~. During the 
past 12 months, particularly, the industry had 
been through a very trying series of difficul
ties. After the reverse represented by the 
Privy Council ·decision on Section 92 came 
the adv.erse vote on the marketing referen
dum, it was faced with the very doubtful pos-
IUUUi111111110111111UIII11Ummiii111IIIIOIOIIIIIIIIIIIIIUIIUUIIIIIUIUUUUIIIUU 

For Cairns (Qld.) and Geraldton (W.A.)
Add !d. per lb. to list prices. 

For ports north of Cairns (Queensland) and 
north of Geraldton (Western Australia)-Add 
id- per lb. to list prices. 

sibility of getting an excise bounty through 
the Commonwealth Parliament such as applied 
to the wine industry. But, he said, the industry 
had put in a masterpiece of strategy to sec
ure the position by the purchase of individual 
interests which were opposed to co-operative 
principles. It was very much better, he thought,. 
to have secured their ends this way than over 
much dependence on legislative aids. He con
gratulated all members on "the very coura
geous, the very big-minded, and, he believed,. 
the very effective means adopted to safeguard 
the industry," and he felt that also a great deal 
of personal congratulation on the .. master
stroke" was due to the Board of the A.D.F.A. 
of which Mr. Howie was chairman. (Ap
plause). 

Mr. Hawker went on to say that he consid
ered that any trade agreement between Great 
Britain and the United States of America was 
not likely to react adversely on Australian 
fruitgrowers. He concluded by sounding a: 
note of warning that they could never hope to 
be free from some sort of worry, but much 
depended on retaining reliable men at the head 
of their co-operative concerns. Co-operation,. 
he said, needed to be moderate, but it called 
for a measure of compulsion, especially m 
self-defence. He thought that the powers 
given to those individuals appointed to re
sponsible positions in the respective industrie~ 
had been used in such an efficient manner that 
if such a policy were pursued in the future 
there would be developed such a healthy sta
bility as would be an example to all other in
dustries. (Applause). 

MR. HOWIE ON MARKETING 
Mr. Howie, in responding, thanked Mr~ 

Hawker for his kind words of appreciation 
concerning the industry, and in those words 
he was sure those present would recognise 
what .a champion the growers had in their 
Federal representative. (Applause). It was 
gratifying to hear Mr. Hawker's reassurance 
regarding Imperial preferences now that a 
delegation was on the way to England on the 
matter and he added that the Commonwealth 
Export Board was very alive to the position. 
Mr. Howie also thanked the proposer of the 
toast for his reference to the efforts made by 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association to sta
bilise the position. 

The purchase of outside interests had 
been tef'med a costly one, mentioned the 
speaker, but b, would say th•t grc;wers 
would save more than the sum expended on 
the Australi~m market this year if the situ
ation obtaining prior to the purchilSe had 
led to a price war, as it might ea<ily have 
done. 
Regarding the outlook for the coming mar

keting season, Mr. Howie said that if the Em
pire preferences could be held they would en
joy reasonably good export markets. Sultanas. 
might be down a little, but if they harvested' 
the fine crop showing returns should be great
er to the individual. Regarding the currant 
position, he said strong efforts were being made 
in London to come to some better arrangement 
with their largest competitor, Greece. 

Barmera Co .. operative 
BARMERA, S.A. 

P k• Co. ac tng Ltd. 

DRIED AND CitRUS FRUIT P ACroERS AND AGENTS 
Suppliers of all Block Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 
Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay·Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. ',PHONE, BARMERA 30 & 32 



I!(' 

THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS, APRIL 9, 1938 lJ 

FINAL ACCOUNT SALE 
DIFFERENTIALS The Question of Surplus Plantings 

CURRANTS, SULTANAS, LEXIAS 
APRICOTS, NECTRAINES, PEACHES 

AND PEARS. SEASON 1938 
The Board of Management have decided to 

:fix the following final account sale differentials 
for season 19 3 8 :-

CURRANTS 
4-Crown over 2-Crown . . £5 10 0 per ton 
"3-Crown over 2-Crown . . . . £2 0 0 per ton 
:.2-Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
1-Crown under 2-Crown . . . £1 10 0 per ton 
M.F. under 2-Crown . . . . £4 0 0 per ton 

SULTANAS 
5-Crown over 2-Crown . . . £8 0 0 per ton* 
4-Crown over 2-Crown . . . £ 4 0 0 per ton* 
3-Crown over 2-Crown . . . £ 2 0 0 per ton* 
.2-Crown . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
1-Crown under 2-Crown . . £2 0 0 per ton 
:Plain under 2-Crown .... £4 0 0 per ton 

* To be reviewed later in the year. 
LEXIAS 

'6-Crown over 3-Crown .... £7 0 
Seedless over 3-Crown . . £4 10 
6-Crown over 3-Crown . . £ 3 0 
4-Crown over 3-Crown . . . . £ 1 0 
3-Crown . . . . . . . . . . . , . . Basis 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 
0 per ton 

:2-Crown under 3-Crown . . . 5 0 per ton 
For Victorian Packing Houses and other 

districts which work on 3-Crown, 5-Crown and 
·6-Crown sweat box delivery basis, the varia
tion shall be:-
6-Crown over 3-Crown .. 
5-Crown over 3-Crown .. 
3-Crown ......... . 

£4 0 
£1 10 
Basts 

0 per ton 
0 per ton 

Pointing out that the export quota of dried 
fruit production would this year reach 8 0 per 
cent. of the total output, and that any further 
increase iri export figures beyond the natural 
development of present areas would involve the 
industry in serious trouble, a Mildura deputa
tion, consisting of Crs. Lochhead (Mildura), 
Chislett (Merbein), and Heaysman (Red 
Cliffs) invited Central Council of the Victor
ian Country Party to support a move for the 
limitation of vine-plantings. 

The deputation asked that the Government 
should prevent the granting of water rights in 
irrigation areas for land which is intended to 
be used for the purpose of dried vine fruit pro
duction, and that any further extension of 
planting should be on the advice, and with the 
support of the Victorian State Control Board 
and the Commonwealth Export Control 
Board. Further that the State Goverll.1:Illent, if 
in agreement with this request of the organ
ised growers of the dried fruits industry, shall 
inform the Commonwealth Minister, the Hon. 
Sir Earle Page, to that effect. 

The reason for this was the sincere hope of 
the dried vine fruit producers of this State, 
that agreemeD.t shall be reached between the 
Commonwealth Government and the British 
Goyernment assuring the drie·d fruit producers 

'"'""""'""""'"""'"""'"''""'""""""'""'"'''''''"""'""""'"'""' 
APRICOTS 

5-Crown .. 
4-Crown .. 
3-Crown 
2-Crown 
1-Crown 
Slabs .. 
Plain .. 

.. '' .. Plus 

"Fiancy" 
Per ton 

£20 0 0 
£15 0 0 
£10 0 0 
£4 10 0 

Plus 

" 
" 

Mii;_us 

"Choice" 
Per ton 

£15 0 0 
£10 0 0 
£5 10 0 
£2 0 0 
£6 0 0 

Plus 

Minus 

"Standard" 
Per ton 

£8 0 0 
£3 10 0 
Basis 

£10 0 0 
£2 0 0 
£6 0 0 

2-Crown "Standard" Basis. 
In regard to all 5-Crown and 4-Crown "Ii'ancy," th€se rat-es are Subject to revision at 

_at later date if considered necessary. 

.4-Crown .. 
·3-Crown .. 
2-Crown .. 
1-Crown 
Slabs 
;p~ain .... 

cS-Crown 
4-Crown 
,3-Crown 
2-Cr,own .. 
1-Crown 
Slabs 
Plain .... 

~-Crown .. 
S-Crown 
2-Crown .. 
:1-Crown .. 
Slabs .. 
.Plain .. _._. 

.. .. 

.. 

.... 
. . . . . . . . 

.. 
.. 

.. .. 

........ 

Plus 

., 

PEACHES 
"Fancy" 
Per ton 

£20 0 0 
£14 0 0 
£6 0 0 

Plus 

Mi~us 

2-Crown "Standard Basis. 

NECTARINES 
"~ancy'' 
Per ton 

Plus £26 0 0 Plus 

" £20 0 0 " 
" £14 0 0 " 
" £8 0 0 

Minus 
.. 

2-Crown "Standard Basis. 

PEARS 
"Fancy" 
Per ton 

Plus £16 0 0 Plus 

" £12 0 0 
" 

" £8 0 0 
Mii;.us 

.. 
2-Crown "Standard Basis. 

· "Choice" 
Per 'ton 

£14 0 0 
£10 0. 0 
£4 0 0 
£6 0 0 

"Choice" 
Per ton 

£22 0 0 
£16 0 0 
£10 0 0 
£4 0 0 
£8 0 0 

.. 

nchoice" 
Per ton 

£12 0 0 
£8. 0 0 
£4 ·o 0 
£5 0 0 

Plus 

Minus 

" 

Plus 

" 
" 

Minus 

" 
" 

Plus 

" 

Minus 

" ., 

"Standard" 
Perl'ton 

£10 0 0 
£6 0 0 
Basis 
£10 0 0 
£10 0 0 
£10 0 Q 

''Standard'' 
Per ton 

£18 0 0 
£12 0 0 
£6 0 0 

Basis 
£12 0 0 
£12 0 0 
£12 0 0 

''Standard'' 
P'er ton 
£8 0 0 
£4 0 0 
Basis 
£8 0 0 

£10 0 0 
£16 0 0 
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THE VALUE OF ORGANISED 
MARKETING TO THE WORKERS OF 

AN INDUStRY 

·Speaking t9 a motion at a conference of the 
L_<~;bor -_Party, which chirr..ed award rates for 
all rural industries whether solvent or not, Mr. 
-Parker Moloney, Chairman of the Victorian 
State Board, said that it was better to first 
put the producers on a sound basis. Organ
"ised industry, ·he pointed out, through boards 
"had enabled the producers to pay better tates. 
This applied to the dried Jruits industry and 
to onion, chicory and egg producers. It was 
necessary to protect them against the exor

::bitant -profits of any financial ring. 

CONSTITllTION OF WEST AUSTRAUAN 
STATE BOARD 

At the March meeting of the Board a letter 
was received from the Under-Secretary of 
Agriculture intimating the appointment of Mr. 
A. H. Dickson as Chairman and Mr. L. N. 
Hasluck as Deputy Chairman, as from Janu
ary 24th, 193 S., following the election and gaz
ettal of Messrs. L. N. Hasluck, N. E. Feutrill, 
G. McD. Edgecombe, and L. W. Hanson as 
members for the next term of office. 

Believe it or not (with apologies to Ripley), 
the Editor is pair for arranging this paper. 

.a market for their exportable surplus, an:d no 
alteration to the exiSting preferential duties 
for Empire dried fruit. 

The Australian delegation it was announced, 
was being approached by the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association in support of these pro
posals. 

As the Premier had just completed an ad
dress to Central Council, Mr. Skeat invited 
him to remain and listen to the representations 
of the delegation. This Mr. Dunstan agreed 
to do. 

VICTORIAN CO-OPERATION 
As the drainage works throughout the dried 

fruit areas were nearing completion, and groW
ers had large commitments to meet on this 
scheme, security is desired in our overseas mar
kets. The present outlook regarding the suc
cess of the scheme pointed to the certainty of 
increased production on the drained areas, and 
other land which has gone out of production 
being brought into profitable production again. 

This, it was explained, would entail a fur
ther increase in the exportable surplus, and the 
industi-y felt that until the present areas were 
secure_ in a profitable export market, that nc> 
further planting should be allowed in the Com
monwealth for the dried vine fruit industry, 
and that the State of Victoria should work in 
conjunction with the other producing States 
to control any further extension of vine plant
ing for dried fruit. 

THE PREMIER'S REPLY 

In replying to the representations of the 
deputation, Mr. Dunstan said that while the 
Government's policy was opposed to the cur
tailment of production on primary industty, it 
had to be recognised that dried fruitS with 
their limited markets were in an entirely dif
ferent category to other products. He per
sonally favored bringing the various States 
under one control with a common policy. It 
would be of little use Victoria limiting areas 
unless other States were prepared to come into 
line. He would make the necessary inquiries 
regarding water rights and would advise merri
bers accordingly. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OF HEAD 
OFFICE 

The address of the Head Office of the 
A.D.F.A. is now "Victoria House," 46 
Queen Street, Melbourne, C.l. (near 
Flinders Lane). The telephone number 
is :MU4478, and the telegraphic address, 
"Sumnercornhill," remains the same. 

The Mildura Growers' 
Defence Committee 

At the last meeting of the committee the 
matter of funds was discussed at length, and 
after consideration of some of the possibi
lities of the near future in regard to matters 
concerning the award, on which no agreement 
can be arrived at with the Union, it was de
cided to call up the 1937 levy on growers and 
to request the packers to contribute. The 
levy was fixed at I td per ton on all fruit pro
duced in the Mildura areas and the Curlwaa
Coomealla districts. The · contribution by 
packers has been agreed upon as one halfpenny 
per ton. 

The committee has received notice that a 
compulsory conference has been ordered by 
the court. The matters to be discussed have 
not been itemised to date, but it considered 
that the matter of accommodation for harvest 
hands will be for determination. 
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DRIED FRUITS 
ASSOCIATION 

Annual Meeting Of The 
Mildura Branch 

Tbe Annual Meeting of tbis Brancb, wbich 
is representative of growers supplying fruit to 
a group of Mildura packing houses, was held 
recently. In his annual report, the Chair
man (Mr. E. f. Roberts) stated that the fruit 
delivered by growers represented in the Branch 
approximated 5,160 tons. 

In a resume of the 1937 selling season which, 
be said, had been satisfactory, Mr. Roberts paid 
a tribute to the work of the Export Control 
Board, and especially to its appraiser (Mr. 
Caro). 

It was expected that the average sweat-box 
return to growers would be: Sultanas, £31/10/
per ton, and currants and lexias £21/10/- and 
£29, respectively. Growers could anticipate a 
lower range of prices in export markets for the 
present crop. 

AUSTRALIAN PRICE 
In referring to the A.D.F. Association's re

cent action to control the price of dried fruit 
in Australia, Mr. Roberts stated: "As all grow
ers are aware, there has been grave danger of 
a price war between the A.D.F.A. and indepen
dent dealers since the James case in the Privy 
Council. The positiOn was held for two sea
sons by voluntary agre·ement. During 1937 it 
became apparent that the voluntary agreement 
could no longer be relied on to maintain the 
price standard, and alternative schemes were 
considered by the A.D.F .A. and the State 
Boards. 

~<As investigations and discussions proceeded 
it became clear that no reliance could be placed 
on Parliamentary measures by the States and 
Federal Governments, and that stability must 
be gained by the industry's own efforts. Price 
control in Australia represents an annual return 
of close on £240,000 over export parity; there
fore, the issues at stake were serious. After 
consultation with the finance committee of 
Federal Council, the Board of Management was 
authorised to proceed with a plan for pur
chase of some of the outsiders' businessess, and 
to negotiate a business arrangement with 
others whereby the principle of observance of 
export quotas would be ensured. 

~~This work has been successfully carried out 
and whilst there has been considerable cost in
curred these costs will be returned to growers 
many times over in the maintenance of a fair 
level of prices in the Commonwealth. 

.. As the oldest branch of the Association, we 
may say at this critical stage in the affairs of 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried! Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for de
stroying of insect life in Dried Fruits are 
advised that Application No. 18731/34, 
dated 3rd August, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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the industry, that we have the greatest confi
dence in the future with the organisation which 
has been created to protect our affairs in Aus
tralia and in our export markets." 

TRADE TREATIES 
Other matters upon which Mr. Roberts re

ported were as follow:-
"The review of pre-ferential trade treaties 

between Great Britain, the Dominions and the 
United States of America, is a matter of vital 
concern to the dried fruits industry. We 
have preference in Canada, New Zealand and 
the United Kingdom, vital to the stability 
our industry, and any break in them would 
precipitate disastrous conditions. 

"Representations have been made to the 
Government by ~he Export Control Board, and 
the A.D.F.A., and these have been met by as
surances which are reasonably satisfactory to 
us. There must, however, be some concern 
until the negotiations are complete." 

The action of the Minister for Customs 
(Mr. T. White), in removing the minimum 
price for currants used in distilling wine, fixed 
under the provisions of the Wine Export 
Bounty Act, was criticised by the meeting. 

:M:r. Malloch said that a protest should be 
made. It was most unfair of the winegrowers 
to recommend to the Minister the action he 
took, without £rst consulting the dried fruits 
industry. 

A motion of protest was carried, 
Messrs. E. J. Roberts, J. Henshilwood and 

J. Gordon were re-appointed trustees of the 
Association. 

~"'"""'""""'"""""'"'''''''""""'"""""""'"""'""""'""""'""' 

Stability Plan 

At the March meeting of the Board of 
Management, a letter was received from 
the Mildura Co-operative Fruits Com
pany Limited, conveying a resolution 
which was carried unanimously at the 
annual meeting of shareholders on Febru
-ary 19, reading as follows:-

"The growers of the Mildura Co-op
erative Fruit Company Limited con
gratulate the Australian Dried Fruits As
sociation on the action taken to bring 
about stability in the industry and as
sure the Board of Management of their 
support in the matter." 

The Board expressed their appreciation 
to the growers of the company, in con
nection with the passing of the resolu- ~ 

E tion. ~ 
~'""""'"'""""''"""""'""""""'""""'''''''""'"""'"'''''''""""''·; 

Licensing Of Door Classers 
In The Mildura District 

"'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''"''''''"'''"''"""""'''"""'"""'''"'"" 

Clare Fruit Packers Ltd. 

In recent press announcements it was 
stated that a writ had been issued 
against this company in connection with 
the terms of the voluntary agreement to 
export a proper quota of fruit. It is now 
reported that, as the result of negoti
ations, an arrangement has been made to 
the satisfaction of both parties. It is 
satisfying to know that this arrange
ment now finalises the plan, conceived 
by the association, to bring all interests 
in the industry into an arrangement to 
observe quotas. 

'•'"""'"''"''""'""'''"''''''"""""'''''''''''"''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''"' 

West Australian State 
Board 

The minutes of the West A,ustralian Board 
meeting held on the 11th of March show the 
estimated tonnage of that State for 1938 as 
currants 2000 tons, sultanas 400, and lexias 
300 tons. 

The levy has been fixed on the same figur~ 
as in all other States-5 /- per ton. 

Several details of the 193 8 agreement re 
quotas, to which the Board is a party, were 
discussed. 

Items for. discussion at a proposed confer..: 
ence of dried fruits boards were dealt with, 
and it was decided that the chairman and 
Secretary attend. 

Approval having been given by the industry 
to the Board's desire that all dried vine fruits 
should be received into the packing houses not 
later than June the 30th in each year, it was 
decided to notify growers that this practice 
must be followed for the future~ 

THE FIG 

An Inside-Out Fruit 
The following extract 
from an American 
paper holds the interest: 

All fruits develop 
from an ovary. In most 
varieties the ovary is at 
the base of a showy 
flower which after fer
tilisation drops its pet
als, the ovary growing 
to form the fruit • 

The fig is different. 
It seems to grow dir
ectly from the wood <>f 
the tree. But in fact 
each fig is the fruit of 
scores or hundreds of 
flowers, all ((born to 
blush unseen." For they 
form inside what we 

call the fig-on the inner surface of its hollow 
receptacle which scientists call the ccsyconium.,. 

The only access to these flowers is through 
the smaii .ceye .. or opening at the apex of the 
fig. For that reason the ordinary poilenising 
agents, such as bees or the wind, cannot reach 
them. But the tiny "fig wasp" (Blastophaga), 
an immigrant from Asia Minor, does the job. 

·commencing with the 1938 season, the door 
classers of all· packing houses are licensed by 
the State Board and will work under the sup
ervision. of a Supervisor of the Commerce De
partment. Fruit delivery dockets will be sign
ed or initialled by the licensed classer. The 
Department of Commerce has appointed ad
ditional supervisors in the several areas, whose 
duties are to check up any irregularities in 
fruit classi£cation and to co-ordinate as far 
as possible the receiving door activities of dis~ 
trict packing houses. If, in the opinion of the 
Department, a classer is inefficient, the State 
Board may cancel his licence, thus prohibiting 
him from working in any packing house in the 
district as a classer at the receiving door. 

. The Calimyrna fig cannot be grown without 
the help of this smaii insect in pollenising its 
flowers. Some varieties of fig such as the Adri
atic and the Black Mission can develop with-

This departure from the practice of carry
ing out the classing by men under the direct 
authority of the packing house management 
is favored by both. growers and packexs. One 
of the main reasons being that it brings the 
classing in the area under the one authority 
and. minimises the amount of dispute arisin£'* 
from the system that has been replaced. 

out pollination. · 
What we call a fig is therefore not truly 

one fruit, but a collection of many in one con~ 
tainer. It can well be described as an ('inside~ 
out" fruit. 

You can tie a knot with your 
you can't undo with your teeth. 

tongue that 
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The Incorporation of the Association 
Recent developments in the industry ensuring equitable home and export quotas 
to all growers have brought prominently before the Board of Management the 
question as to whether the Association should become a corporate body. The 
matter will possibly be discussed at the Federal Council this year. There are 
many factors to be examined before any decision is made, and for the interests 
of branches sending delegates to our councils, some of the several opinions on 
the matter are given in favor of a departure from the present system. 

CONSTITUTION OF COMPANY 
The Association could be incorporated as a 

<C0111pany limited by guarantee without share 
capital and without the addition of the word 
.... limited" to its name. The name would not 
need to be altered. 

MEMBERSHIP 
Membership of the company could be un

limited as regards numbers and would be· con
.fined to such companies and associations who 
are now members and any growers or groups 
.of growers (represented by a branch of whic:h 
they are m·embers) who sell their fruit through 
Association agents. 

In the case of growers it could be· provided 
that membership would automatically arise as 
a consequence of the grower delivering fruit 
t:o an Association agent.-'The liability of mem
bers would be limited to contributing towards 
the liabilities of the Association, in the event 
of a winding-up, any such sum as might be 
called up-not exceeding five shillings (or such 
•Other sum which might be fixed in the Memor
andum of Association) per member. It is con
sidered that the Memorandum and Artides of 
Association should contain provisions covering 
the general scheme of administration substan
-tially as set out in Parts 1 to 6 of the existing 
rules and that the remainder of the rules be 
made the subject of by-laws. If desired, pow
ers to amend the by-laws could be delegated to 
the Board of Directors which would take the· 
place of the present Board of Management. 

FLEXIBILITY 
The alteration of rules and regulations could 

be made as flexible as desired with incorpora
tion.. There would be nothing to prevent the 
.delegation to a Board of Directors of the 
power to make and amend by-laws. 

CAPACITY TO SUE AND BE SUED 

COST 

It is estimated that the cost of any such 
change over would not exceed approximately 
£200. This might be reduced if membership 
were limited to branches only. If this num
ber were under 100 the fee for registration 
would be £6/5/- instead of £50. 

AN INTERESTING 
RECORD 

Contrary to the usual technique of his call
ing, Mr. A. E. Matthews, Van Publicity Offi
cer, who is doing advertising work with the 
Publicity Committee, seems to avoid the push
ing of his own wares-efficiency and thorough
ness. 

It was only by chance that we saw a very 
comprehensive record of the work performed, 
over the past few years, in the form of several 
albums of press cuttings and pictures, and 
splendid congratulatory acknowledgments 
from hundreds of grocers and as many heads 
of schools. The figures as representing the 
total number of scholars addressed and the 
number of questions asked by them, the essays 
conducted, and the total affect on sales, should 
be of value to those interested. 

It can be safely estimated that Mr. Mat
thews alone would address 50,000 senior chil
dren in a year and possibly 100,000 adults over 
the same period. Many press reports and let
ters show that over 800 people have attended 
an evening show, whilst afternoon addresses to 
women have attracted remarkable attendances. 
The total of the press cuttings :filed in these 
albums would approximate 70 or 80 columns 
in something like 100 papers. This in one year. 

Reading through the press reports, the good 
effect of the campaign can be sensed and the 
amount of detail and helpful matter in the 
artides indicates that the addresses and the pic
tures of the industry have held the interest of 
reporters. The help of the public bodies in 
the centres visited gives a satisfying thought 
that the people are appreciative of our product 
and of the value of the industry to the Com-

13 

monwealth. In practically every instance the 
Mayor of the town has taken the chair at the 
evening meetings, and the Mayoress at the 
ladies' meetings. 

After studying these records, so carefully 
arranged, one is left with the conviction that 
an immense return has been gained for the 
work and money expended, and we can thank 
the publicity officers for their keen application 
to the job, confident that the thanks is well 
deserved. 

In a recent statement issued by the Chair
man of the Joint Publicity Committee (Mr. 
Parker Moloney) it is shown that the past 
season's sales in the Commonwealth have 
touched 20,000 tons of all varieties of dried 
fruits. A, record. Much of this must be the 
result of the steady and penetrating form of 
publicity carried out over the past -decade. 
Records show that the increase in sales has been 
gradual even through the "depression" years, 
when sales of other than staple requirements 
slumped badly. 

The new programme has a good record to 
maintain and for the purpose of comparison of 
value for ·expenditure the records compiled by 
Mr. Matthews and his fellow officers should be 
of excellent value. Delegates to our Associ
ation ~onferences and branch members who
are interested in this phase of the expenditure 
of levies are recommended to examine these re
cords of services rendered and value recei~ed 
from what has proved to have been, during its 
operation, a very effective campaign. The 
books are available at the office of the Vic
torian State Board, 118 Queen Street, Mel
bour:ne. 

Increased Demand For 
Seeded Raisins 

SUGGESTED ALTERNI'ION IN GRADING 
At the recent meeting of the Board of Man

agement this rna tter was discussed, and it was 
agreed that: In view of the increase of trade 
in seeded raisins, it is estimated that about 
25 per cent. only of the lexias will be sold as 
lexias for retail trade in 1938. It was there
fore, recommended that packers should use a. 
riddle for lexias, that will result in 25 per 
cent. of large lexias going over and 75 per 
cent. going through. The secretary was in
structed to make representations to Mr. R. P. 
Allen, Chief Fruit Inspector, Department of 
Commerce, with a view to amendment on 
variation of regulations in respect to size of 
lexia riddles. 

It is not anticipated that any alteration will 
be necessary to door grades as issued to 
growers. 

At present the Association cannot sue or be 
.'Sued~ but this defect would be cured by in
.corporation. It could be argued that, so far 
as the capacity to be sued is concerned, the 
present position is preferable, but this is not 
so comforting as would appear. If any act 
should be done by the Board to the prejudice 
of any person such person would have a cause 
of action against the members of the Board 
personally though not against the Association. 
This, perhaps, would not be serious if the 
members of the Board could be indemnified by 
the Association, but this is not possible with
•Out incorporation. 

AN AUSTRALIAN OFFICE 

PUBLICATION OF ACCOUNTS 
If the Association were incorporated an ex

-emption from the liability to pest up and file 
the balance sheet of the Association could be 
·secured and similarly the Association could 
·secure exeniption from the special provisions 
for inspection and audit provided for by Sec
"tions 117 to 123 of the Companies Act 1928. 
This does not refer to the ordinary provision 
'but to special investigations. 

INCOME TAX 
The Association is at the present time ex

·empt, as an Association not carried on for the 
purposes of profit or gain to the individual 
members thereof, established for the purpose 
,of promoting the development of the horticul
tural and viticultural resources of Australia. 
1ncorporation would not affect this exemption 
iin any way. 

Branches 

in All 

State a 

ESTABLISHED 1849 

Agents 

in All 

Districts 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STOCK, WORKERS' COMPENSATION, 

CROP, STACK AND MOTOR CAR 

INSURANCES EFFECTED 

Head Office: 46 Queen St., Melbourne, C.l. 
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THE STATISTICAL" POSITION 
The New Season's Prospects ? 

Every grower and packer is waiting for reports of the "sales of early parcels of 
new season's fruit now in transit. These reports should be to hand very soon 
and will give a guide as to what prices can be anticipated for the next three or 
four months. A feature of this year's marketing will be the more equitable 
allocation of quotas to all markets resulting from the reorganisation effected 
by the A.D.F.A. whereby all growers will get their fair share of all markets. 
This will be of special advantage to currant growers and will also have a de
finite effect on the returns from other fruits. 

The Turkish arrivals to date in the United 
Kingdom are below normal and the Califor
nian are not greater than can be absorbed by 
the trade. The effect of our bigger crop and 
its higher quality will probably influence prices 
on to keener selling figures-just as we will 
be subject to the same effect from their new 
season's fruit in September-October-for it is 
theri that the total supplies available in Lon
don will have a great effect on the fate of the 
balance of our holdings. If the coming crops 
of these countries are heavy we will undoubt
edly be faced with keen competition, and the 
price in other markets can easily be affected. 
TherefOre, it is the year for growers who have 
big crops to be careful with their commit
ments until such time as the· position becomes 
more clarified. 

The outstanding feature of our 1938 pack 
is its high quality. Paradoxically, this can 
be a matter for concern by our marketing 
authorities which require approximately 
20,000 tons of the darker fruits for certain 
markets, but it is a very useful factor in the 
competition in London, for color always has 
an advantage in this market and there should 
be a ready demand for a great amount of it at 
its value. At the present time there is prac
tically no 193 7 Australian fruit to be sold and 
the- trade is using up that of our competitors 
steadily. The amount of this fruit is not 
worrying. To the growers of 5-crown and 
4-crown fruit, so much in evidence this sea
son, it might, with advantage, be pointed out 
that there is a saturation point at a price for 
this quality. Or, to put it another way, if 
the whole pack was in these grades there is 
still that large market that does not want any 
but the darker fruits, and is not prepared to 
p:iy a price above that ruling for these fruits 
no matter what be the color. As one of our 
leaders put it the working man will be buying 
nStetson". sultanas this year. The effect of 
this to the growers is not as serious as might 
be considered at first glance, for in a year like 
the present, it has been less costly to produce 
high-grade fruit than it was to obtain the 

lower grades of last season. In many areas 
there has not been more than a few points of 
rain over the harvesting period. 

The continued fine weather with racks of 
good fruit coming off every day is bringing 
problems to our marketing people and one 
has a feeling of sympathy for those whose job 
it is to control the policy of selling. One 
does not envy the appraiser in London (Mr. 
Walter Caro). As someone has said in regard 
to the problem of finding grades for our one 
and two-crown markets, uthere will be no 
good grades until rain comes" ... One can 
almost imagine prayers for rain in some 
quarters. 

LEXIAS 
There is not much doubt in regard· to the 

immediate future for lexias, for the Spanish 
position is being made. worse by the imminence 
of fighting right in the vineyards. There is 

· the distinct possibility of London parity being 
higher than the Commonwealth price. This 
occurred at. the latter part of last season, 
when some sales of lexias realised £80 f.o.b., 
but in keeping with its policy the A.D.F.A. 
did not take any opportunity to exploit the 
Australian market. 

CURRANTS 
As stated in previous commentarieS, the cur

raD:t position will not ~Iter to any extent 
whilSt Greece has such an· enormous over-pro
duction available. The programme planned by. 
the Grecian Government to limit production 
will not affect the present selling season. How
ever, the currant grower should benefit from 
the consolidation that has recently been 
effected by the Association. In the past, cer
tain interests have ignored their obligation to 
take a full share of the responsibility to supply 
certain- of Our preference markets, and have 
gone out after the most remunerative sales 
careless as to whether the treaty obligations 
were fulfilled and leaving it to the (tother 
man'' to fulfil the order, the uother man" 
being the A.D.F.A. This applied particularly 
to currants and now that the new arrange
ment in regard to quotas to the several mar-
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kets is to operate the growers of this fruit 
should feel the benefit through their account 
sales. 

SULTANAS 
The sultana position today is satisfactory. 

The last sales in the United ·Kingdom realised 
£3 8 for fruit that was of a lower grade than 
the bulk of our exports, in competition with 
the newer American and Mediterranean· fruits. 
This is a fair indication of firm prices for the 
early arrivals of our better quality fruits. 
However, it is the amount of fruit available 
later in the year that will be the deciding fac-:
tor. In the past seawn with normal world 
supplies available in London (our supplies 
being slightly below normal) it has taken the 
full 12 months to quit the· Australian crop, 
so that it can be realised that even with nor
mal overseas crops in September-October we 
can easily be placed with a carry-over this 
time next year, the value of which· can only 
be a matter of conjecture until the seasons 
develop. As stated it is a time for careful 
budgetting by settlers. -J.H.G. 

THE ANGLO-AMERICAN TRADE 
TREATY 

Growers' Deputation To Canberra 
A deputation consisting of growers 

from Victoria and South Australia wait
ed on the Ministet of Commerce, Sir 
Earle Page, in FebrUary, and placed the 
views of the industry strongly before 
him. Messrs. G. wake, F. Rawlings, ind 
H. Goodman represented Victoria, whilst 
South Australia was represented by Mr. 
E. Sims, Mr. C. S. Ruston being unable 
to attend. 

Sir Earle Page said that he had already 
had interviews with leaders of the in
dUstry, but was glad to have the oppor
tunity of meeting growers. He could as
sure the deputation that everything pos
sible would be done in the interests of 
Australian industries. He appreciated 
the views put forward and would convey 
them to the proper quarters. 

Members of the deputation have ex
pressed the opinion that on the strength 
of the case put for the dried fruits in
dustry and the reception given to it, 
growers can feel that everything possible 
has been done to protect the position. 
The interna tiona! character of the dis
cussions to be held overseas are such that 
no accurate idea can be formed· as to the 
ultimate re·sults and their effect on this 
industry. However,_ a q~et confidence 
prevails based on the unUsual strength of 
our case. 

On unofficial information received 
from. London this week it would appear 
that there is not likely to· be any serious 
pressure brought to bear on our prefer
ences. 

The Alchemy of Science 

Some time ago an egg merchant in an over
seas country asked the Government informa~ 
tion ·service if any use could be made of bad' 
eggs. By reference to existing knowledge and 
by experiment, research officers· of the bureau· 
found that a product could be made from the 
yolks of bad eggs that would be of value in 
the tanning industry:, This information and the 
process were passed on. 

Some time later the egg merchant returned. 
to the bureau with another problem. This 
time his difficulty was that he could not ob
tain a _sufficient supply of bad eggs to meet the 
demands of the tanning industry. 
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EMPIRE PREFERENCES 
The recent announcement that there will be a conference held in London in May 
next to consider whether modifications can he made to the Ottawa Agreement 
with the object of expanding international trade, must be watched with the 
keenest interest by the Australian Dried Fruit Industry, because any changes 
made would have the effect of admitting the U.S.A. within the Empire circle 
and the results of any such decision could only be disastrous to the Empire pro-
ducers. . 

The primary producers of almost all coun~ 
tries .of the world have suffered tremendously 

.. as the ·result of the very low post-war prices 
of primary production, due primarily to the 
problems of over-production, or, as some 
people put it, under-consumption, both of 
which have the same effect from the market
·ing point of view, and, unless the marketing, 
during those difficult periods, is well con-: 
trolled, prices fall to ruinous low levels, far 
below the cost of production, :ind naturally 
the prOducer suffers. 

In Australia rational marketing has been 
. established in many primary industries ·and 
this has enabled the primary producer to be 
maintained on a standard somewhat in keep
ing with that enjoyed by the industrial, com
m€rcial and service groups of the population. -

Organisation of marketing has- been coa
ducted with a view to benefiting the producer 
an~ .it is an ideal which should be m:.1iatained. 

In America the marketing of primary pro
duction is organised from the point of view 
.of the· middleman and the primary producer 
has· be·corile the sweated section of the Ameri
can population. The position has become so 
acute that President Roosevelt has made 
strenuous efforts to improve the status of the 
primary producers generally, but he is being 
opposed_ by the "middleman" interests who, 
supported by the courts' construction. of the 
Constitution, have done everything possible 
to thwart the Government's efforts to improve 
the lot of the primary producer. 

Reports made by many commissions ap
pointed to investigate the position show that 
the standard of the primary producers in the 
U.S.A. is in many districts so lo-w that they 
are flO better off than the people of many 
Asiatic countries. 

Their produce is sold at such -low prices 
that ordinary American standards are impos
sible and ye·t the U.S.A. middleman offers his 
export ·goods at prices which definitely under
cut the prices asked by Eastern European 
countries for similar classes of prim~ry pro
duce. 

This can be proved quite easily by two 
definite cases this season. California is offer
ing Thompsop.s Seedless at £19 per ton c.i.f. 
London. No other country is offering any 
kind of sultanas at below £26 per ton c.i.f., 
and in prunes U.S.A. produced 240,000 tons, 
while all other countries in the world suffered 
the worst crop failure ever experienced, and 
between them produced only 20,000 tons; yet 
California, with the world's markets to them
'selves, are selling 90-100 at £13/5/ per ton 
(c.i.f. London) and 30-40's at £22-prices 
absolutely ruinous to the Californian produc-

en. The middlemen. having nobody in the 
world tO compete with, simply ruthlessly com 
pete amongst themselves and the producer 
suffers. 

The British Empire has always believed 
the man on the land, and has believed in pri
mary production being in the hands of British 
people, but the entry of America into the 
British market or a preferential market will 
mean the Empire producers will be reduced to 
Eastern European and Asiatic standards, and 
all countries of the British Empire will be 
faced with ppor white problems in their pri
mary industries. 

Industrial America on its good standards 
today ·denies the American primary producer 
the right- to the- same st:indard, but such con
ditioms should not be tolerated in any_ British 
community and the only way that the rights 
of the Empire primary producers to fair stan
dards can be maintained is by the maintenan. 
of Empire prefe·ren:ces. _If-the Ottawa Agree
ment preferences are reduced then the effect 
will be very serious. 

In dried fruit, with U.S.A. quoting sult'anas 
at £19 per ton c.i.f. London, to compete 
against this would leave the Australian grOwer 
£1d 'per ton in sweat-box, of which £5- per ton 
would be paid away for harvesting wages, 
leaving the groWer £5 per ton for cost of pro .. 
duction. Needless· to say that would· mean 
complete disaster to the 40,000 people relying 
on this industry for a living. Canned fruit 
would also be seriously affected. The apple 
industry, now in a bad way, would be wiped 
out; 

If the British Empire wishes to keep the 
production of the Empire's foodstuffs in the 
hans of British stock, then do not allow Am
erican production to enjoy preferential treat-
ment. 

-D.C.W. 

Opening Quotes For Intra
State Trade 

The State Boards have agreed to the :follow
ing recommendations by the Consultative 
Committee for fruit prod~1ced in the 1938 
season:-

Currants, 15 _per cent.; Sultanas, 12-} per 
cent.; lexias, 40 per cent.; prunes, 50 per 
cent.; Peaches, 55 per cent.; Apricots, 40 per 
cent.; Nectarines, 60 per cent.; Pears, 25 per 
ce·nt. 

The :figures indicate the maximum percen
tage that may be sold within the State of ori
gin. It is pointed Ol.\t that the quotas are sub
ject to revision as the season advances. 

15 

BETTER HOME SALES 
FOR DRIED FRUITS 

Commentmg on the statement that the sales 
of fruit for last season were a record, the South 
Australian Grocers' Journal says:-

"'We understand that all vine fruits have 
.sold more freely, while prunes also have shared 
in. the increase, their total sale reaching 2000 
tons. 

This rise in internal consumption iS most 
gratifying to the Council of the Retail Store
keepers' Association, which has always en
couraged its members to push dried fruit, and 
believe that with yet a little more effort these 
:figures could easily be surpassed, a belief ·that 
is substantiated by the. fact that even in this 
record year the sales per family per week are 
but the very small quantity of 1 0-oz. (com
posed of 9-oz. of vine fruit and 1-oz. Of 
pnmes), these figures being ba·sed upon an av:: 
erage family of :five and taking the population 
as seven- million. 

A very little extra per family per week, s-ay 
another 2-oz. (making -3:-lb. per family on the 
weekly order), would incr.~ase _the Co:mmon:. 
wealth sales by another 40.00 tons, a· ·res_ult 
well worth while, and one which would prob
ably result in loWer prices for home sales~ with 
a better chance still of maklng yet larger sales~ 

Storekeepers should not relax their ~fforts 
until they succeed in selling all their customerS 
larger supplies of dried fruit, but should make 
as .-their aim . the. quantity of ~:me poUp.d pet' 
week per family, which would then absOrb 
32,000 tons, which our natural increase_ -in 
population would probably bring the figure up 
to 40,000 tons within a comparatiVely short 
time. 

One thing that. is evident is that more ·store;; 
keepers are selling fruit as ·contrasted with 
merely stocking it, a most favorable circum:.:. 
stance. We ·appeal to all our readers to con .. 
tinue the good work and push dried fruit by all 
means in their power to their own advantage 
and that of the industry." 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 

The Commonwealth sales of Association 
vine and tree fruits at the end of February are 
set out below, and compare with the figures 
at the same date for the two previous years as 
follows: 

Currants 
Lexias 
Sultanas 

Apricots 
Nectarines 
Peaches 
Prunes 

VINE FRUITS 
1938 1937 

Tons. Tons. 
2,671 2,3 58 
7,306 6,569 
2,726 2,402 
-- ---
12,703 11,329 

TREE FRUITS 
1938 1937 

Tons. Tons. 
158 169 

6 -
25 -

1,776 1,631 
-- --
1,965 1,800 

1936 
Tons~ 

2,789 
6,832 
2,829 

-
12,450 

1936 
Tons. 

210 
2. 

18 
1,401 
-

1,631 
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The Science of Green Manuring 

Necessary Soil Constituents Supplied 
The Minister for Agriculture (The Hon. Hugh Main, M.L.A.) states that numer
ous enquiries are being received with regard to green manuring of orchards. 
Briefly, the objects of orchard green manuring are' (1) To conserve soil mois
ture, (2) to improve soil fertility, (3) to supply food and energy to soil bac
teria, (4) to prevent or reduce soil erosion, and (5) to act as de-watering 
plants. 

For the purpose of green manuring, the 
choice is between leguminous and non-legumi
nous plants. The more favored are the former, 
for the simple reason that bacteria, living on 
their roots, obtain nitrogen from the atmo
sphere and with it enrich the soil. For green 
manuring the legumes generally planted in
clude field peas, tick or horse beans, clovers, 
lupins and vetches. During summer the cow 
pea is sometimes grown, but owing to the light 
summer rainfall usually experienced in many 
parts of New South Wales, green manuring 
during summer months is not recommended. 

CHOOSE LEGUMINOUS CROPS 
Barley, rye, oats and wheat are the princi

pal non-leguminous crops grown for green 
manuring purposes, but they cannot be so 
strongly recommended as legumes, for the 
simple reason that the former tend to deplete 
the soil of its nitrogen content, whilst the lat
ter, by means of bacteria, gain nitrogen from 
the atmosphere and fix it in the soil. The 
great importance of this is at once recognised 
when one reflects that nitrogen is an essential 
plant food. 

When non-legumiD.ous plants are turned 
under, the organic matter is broken down into 
humus by soil bacteria, which, nee~g nitro
gen, use that which is in the soil. If, there
fore, non-leguminous crops are grown for 
green manure, growers should apply to the 
soil a nitrogenous fertiliser, such as sulphate of 
ammonia or nitrate of soda, during spring or 
early summer months. 

VALUE OF GREEN MANURING 
Some of the advantages of incorporating or

ganic matter in the soil by means of turning 
under green manure crops are as follows:-

( 1) Organic matter is capable of improving 
both clayey and sandy soils. In the former 
case it improves the mechanical condition of 
the soil, makes it easy to work and increases 
its moisture holding capacity. In sandy soils 
the presence of organic matter tends to bind 
the soil particles together, thereby lessening 
loss of soil by erosion and, as in the case of 
clayey soils, it increases the moisture-holding 
capacity of sandy soils. This advantage is 
very great in parts of the State in which sum
mer rain is scanty. 

(2) Decaying organic matter in the soil 
gives off carbon dioxide, which is an agent in 

soil decomposition and assists in making dor
mant plant food available to the living plant. 

(3) The-organic matter in the soil provides 
food for helpful soil bacteria which aid in fix
ing nitrogen in the soil and also bring it into 
a condition in which it can be used for plant 
growth. 

( 4) That the moisture-holding capacity may 
be increased by green manuring has already 
been pointe·d out. The converse is also true, 
and a green manure crop can be used as a de
watering agent. It is therefore of great im
ponance to see that the crop is ploughed in 
before the soil begins to dty out rapidly in 
spring. It is decidedly inadvisable to grow 
green manure crops in summer. 

It is a well-known fact, easily demonstrated, 
that water obtained by a· plant from the soil 
is transpired through the leaves. This loss of 
soil moisture by transpiration may be· turned 
to good account if used to relieve the soil of 
surplus moisture,· especially in localities where, 
during winter, the soil may have become 
waterlogged, and on irrigation areas, where a 
free water table may have developed owing to 
very copious applications of water in summer. 

If aUtumn and winter rains are very heavy 
the water table may rise to such a height that 
it dangerously invades the root zone. It is an 
ascertained fact that citrus and stone fruit 
trees have been ruined in this way. 

In the drier fruit areas where there are no 
irrigation facilities, and where autumn and 
spring are likely to be dty, the growing of 
satisfactory green manure crops in the orchard 
may be difficult, and may be very harmful to 
the trees. Humus, however, must be built up 
in the soil. There is only one way to meet the 
difficulty; a crop should be grown outside the 
orchard, cut, spread over the orchard and 
ploughed in during the winter months before 
a possible spring dtying has set in. The green 
manure crop should be sown during the late 
summer, say, during February or March, so 
that the plants may make good growth before 
cold weather acts as a check. 

As for quantity of seed per acre, there is no 
rigid rule. The quantity of tick beans, :field 
peas and lupins per acre will be from j to 1 
bushel, but clovers and vetches will require 
from 10 to 20 lbs. per acre. A dressing of 2 
cwt. superphosphate will encourage growth. It 
must be kept in mind that in regard to the 

foregoing the term per acre does not mean per: 
acre of orchard. It means per acre of area 
sown. It is usual to sow strips between alter .. 
nate rows of trees or vines one year, and the 
following year sow the strips between the 
rows of trees not sOwn the previous year. If 
this method is followed, from one-qu-arter to 
one-third of the orchard is planted to green 
crop each season, the proportion depending 
upon the width sown between the rows of 
trees. 

.,.,.,.,511iPmi£"();;:"Ai\i;oN.iA,.ooE5.,., .. .,; 
NOT DBfERIORATE ON EXPOSURE ' 

Sulphate of Ammonia is a very stable 
compound. That is to say that if left 
to itself-it still remains Sulphate of 
Ammonia for an indefinite period. It 
may absorb moisture and cake or liquify, 
but it is still Sulphate of Ammonia. 
Contrary, therefore, to the opinion held 
by many growers, Sulphate of Ammonia 
may be broadcast and left exposed on 
the surface of the dry ground for an 
indefinite time, without losing any of its 
ingredients. If, however, it is hi-ought 
into contact with lime, a cherrlical re
action takes place and the gas ammonia 
is set free. In fact, if the reader will try 
this easy little experiment himself, he 
may find much that has been written 
above more easy to comprehend: 

Mix in a saucer a little Sulphate -of 
Ammonia and slaked lime and then hold 
the mixture to the nose, when the lib~ 
erated ammonia will speak for itself! 
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FRUIT SETTING 
INFLUENCE OF NITROGEN 

In addition to promoting growth, nitrogen 
assists the setting of fruit. The following table 
taken from «Fruit Production," by Gardner, 
Bradford & Hooker (America) indicates this 
effect:-

No. of Bios- Aver. 
Treatment soming % Set % Set Yield 

1st Orchard: 
Check (no 

nitrogen) 
Nitrogen .. 

2nd Orchard: 
Check . 
Nitrogen .. 

Spurs June 4 Sept. RO per 
tree 

.. 483 35.3 16.4 3.7> 
542 68.0 30.7 21.1i 

386 9.0 4.6 1.33 
620 58.0 16,.1 9.5> 

Of course, nitrogen or any nutritional con ... 
clition cannot be expected to ensure satisfac
tion in fruit setting when some other adverse 
factor is operating. When blossoms fail to set,. 
one of the first things to suspect should be de
fective pollination. Other factors. that might 
operate adversely are frost, cold winds and wet_ 
weather at flowering, fungal diseases and in
sect attacks. 
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