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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT MEETINGS 
Differentials Fixed for the 1939 Season 

Difficulties in Regard to Distillery Outlet 
Meetings of the Board were held in February and March. During the latter 
meeting a committee of the Board met the Federal merchants, when a full dis
cussion took place on the matter of distribution and several important points 
that have been the subject of much negotiation, were finalised. Matters that 
are of immediate interest to growers are as follows:-

THE FEBRUARY MEETING 
Dist.ribution.-A discussion took place re

garding the question of a number of firms 
being admitted as distributing agents and 20-
ton buyers. 

Publicity At Royal Agricultural Shows. -
Letters were received from the Royal Agricul
tural Society of Victoria, advising that they 
would be pleased to confer, with a view to 
outlining conditions to govern competition at 
the Royal Agricultural Shows. 

A letter was also received from the South 
Australian Dried Fruits Packers' Association, 
Barmera, advising that the question of exhi
bits at the Royal Show in Adelaide was having 
consideration. 

Power Alcohol. - A letter was received 
froni_·tlie chairman, Renmark Growers' Distil
lery Ltd., Renmark, setting out the position 
with regard to industrial and power alcohol. 
After giving this matter consideration, it was 
decided to advise them that' the Board were in 
sympathy with the proposal and would lend 
whatever assistance they could, but it was felt 
that as distillers have the technical knowledge 
and the plants, it was necessary for them to 
explore the possibilities, but that they could 
rely on any assistance we could give them. 

Branches in 

All States 

Distillation Of Spirit From Dried P,ruits.
The chairman reported having written to the 
Minister for Customs, Canberra, requesting 
that dried fruits be not excluded from the 
production of spirit for fortifying wine, 
pointing out that in several of the dried fruit 
areas, the establishment of distilleries was first' 
undertaken by growers of dried fruits, wrth 
a view to provide an outlet for certain quan
tities of the dried product, which were not 
suitable for marketing as dried fruit, and 1f 
the use of dried fruit for spirit for fortifica
tion of wine was prohibited, a distinct hard
ship would result to dried fruit producers. It 
was decided to take any further steps which 
might be considered necessary in connection 
with this matter. 

British Em.pire Producers' Conference. - A 
letter dated January 26 was received from Mr. 
G. A. Try, secretary British Empire Produc
ers' Conference, Sydney, enclosing statement 
regarding the proposal to establish Empire 
Commodity Councils and intimating that a 
conference would be held at Canberra, prob
ably on April 12, to consider various matters 
discussed at the cOnference in Sydney last year. 
Resolved: ".That the charman be requested to 
attend the ·conference to be held in Canberra. 

Commouwealth Dried Fruits Control Board. 
-The chairman, on behalf of the Board, con-
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gratulated Messrs. Malloch, Macleod and 
Casey on their election to the Commonwealth 
Dried Fruits Control Board. Messrs. Malloch, 
Macleod and Casey thanked Mr. Howie ana 
members of the Board for their kindly ex
pressions. On behalf of Red Cliffs, Mr. G. 
Wake, who was present as a Federal council
lor, also congratulated Messrs. Malloch, Mac
leod and Casey on their being elected to a seat 
on the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control 
Board. 

Preparation In Australia Of Dried Fruits 
For The United Kingdom. -A letter was re
ceived from the Commonwealth Dried Fruits 
Control Board, enclosing copy of memoran
dum from Mr. W. P. Caro, London, setting 
out his views with respect to sulphuring of 
sultanas and the preparation of currants and 
lexias. The Board were of'opinion that the in
formation contained, in the report was of con
siderable value, and it was decided to send 
copy of same to packers, branches, etc. 

Canadian Reciprocity.-Major Andrews and 
Mr. R. E. Smith, represe-nting Canadian in
terests, attended the Board meeting and ad
dressed members on the question of the main
tenance of the present trade preferences with 

· Canada. After hearing the address, several 
members of the Board of Management gave an 
assurance that Canada could rely on the dried 
fruit interests giving every support to Cana
dian timber, and that we valued very highly 
the Canadian preference, which -enabled Aus
tralia to secure a large proportion of the dried 
fruit requirements of Canada. 

Under And Over Export Adjustment
Lexias And Currants-Season 193 8.-Resolved 
"That head office proceed with the Under and 
Over Export Adjustment £or Currants and 
Lexias, season 19 3 8." 

TREE FRUITS 
The following recommendations of the 

Tree Fruits Committee were agreed to by the 
Board:-

Agents in 

All Districts 

FIRE, MARINE, ACCIDENT, LIVE STO·CK, WORKERS' COMPENSATION, C.ROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
INSURAN·CES EFFECTED. 

HEAD OFFICE: 44-46 QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE. 
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ESTIMATES FOR 1939 SEASON 
Apricots.-The total Australian pack was 

estirriated at 1190 tons, of which the A.D.F.A. 
expected to handle 834 tons. The committee 
recommended that the controlled export mar
ket quota be 20 per cent., instead of 25 per 
cent. as announced on January 5 last. The 
committee also recommended that agents be 
requested to supply particulars of grades for 
season 1939. 

Peaches.-The total Australian pack was 
estimated at 490 tons, of which the A.D.F.A. 
expected to handle 340 tons. The committee 
recommend that the co.ntrolled export market 
quota be reduced to 20 per cent., instead of 
25. per cent. as announced on January 5, 1939. 

Pears.-It is estimated that the total Aus
tralian pack will be 310 tons, of which the 
A.D.F.A. expect to handle 241 tons. The 
committee recommend the following export 
quotas: New Zealand, 7! per cent.; Unite"d 
Kingdom, 40 per cent. 

Prunes.-The Australian pack is estimated 
at 2045 tons, of which the Association anti
cipate handling 15 3 0 tons. 

THE MARCH METTING 
Distillation Of Spirit From Dried Fruits.

Correspondence exchanged between the Min
ister of Customs, also copies of letters from 
Packers' Associations were discussed by the 
Board. It was decided that the Association 
should continue the negotiations with the Cus
toms Department and Press, for the recogni
tion of dried fruits for distillation purposes. 

Vine Fruit Quotas-8ea"on 1939.-A thor
ough survey of the crop position and likely 
requirements for the various markets was con
sidered by the Board, and agents will be ad
vised regarding the likely quotas for the vari
ous markets. 

Final AC'C'OU1Zt Sale Differmtials. -A full 
list of these: for all fruits with the exception 
of prunes is set out elsewhere in this issue. 

Merchant Distribution. - The increase of 
approximately 1000 tons in Commonwealth 
deliveries over those of even date last season 
is very gratifying. There are several factors 
operating towards this, not the least of which 
is the system of distribution and the condi
tions applying. A long discussion was devoted 
to this matte"!' and the general aspects of the 
movements in marketing were examined by 
the Board previous to its half-yearly meeting 
with the Federal merchants. Following a 
comprehensive survey of some important fea
_tures of our marketing arrangements with the 
merchants, decisions were reached that should 
be satisfactory to the industry. 

Grocer Fined For Buying 
Unbranded Fruit 

AT WARRACKNABEAL POLICE COURT 
At the Warracknabeal Police Court J. McD. 

Page, grocer, was prosecuted by the Victorian 
Dried Fruits Board for buying sultanas which 
had not been packed in a registered packing 
house. According to evidence: given by In
spectors Walsh and Joy, Page bought ten un
branded boxes of sultanas from an itinerant 
hawker in November last. Mr. Shaw, solici
tor, on behalf of the Dried Fruits Board, 
pointed out that the offence w.as regarded as 
serious, because the regulations requiring dried 
fruit to be packed in a registered packing house 
ensured that the consumer obtained dried fruits 
packed under hygienic conditions and strict 
supervision. Page was fined £3, with £19 
II/ cost. 

The point raised by Mr. Shaw is of special 
interest to the industry. The consumers pro
tection is one of the important features of 
statutary control, and it is by a thorough sys
tem of inspection, and constant policing to 
ensure that fruit is processed under proper 
conditions, i.e., in a registered packing house, 
that quality and uniformity can be assured. 
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Dried ·Fruits ·Pi.ihHcity • tn Canada 
The Chairman of the Export Control Board (Mr. W. C F. Thomas, C.B.E.), has 
made available the following report, submitted by the Australian Trade Commis
sioner in Canada (Mr. L. R. McGregor). 

The report deals briefly with publicity activities undertaken by that office under 
the appropriation, granted by the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, 
amounting to 5000 dollars. 

CANADIAN NATIONAL EXIDBITION 
A distinctive and attractive exhibit was 

again arranged at' the Canadian National Ex
hibition held annually at the end of August 
and beginning of September, This exhibition, 
by reason of its establishment over many 
years and its attractions for visitors through
out Canada and from the Unite·d States, is far -
ahead of any other exhibition held in Canada. 
There is no exhibitiOn held at Montreal on a 

. simil~r scale despite the fact that Montreal 1S 

a larger city than Toronto. 
The Australian exhibit was modernised by 

means of altered treatment, color scheme, 
and better lighting. Australian dried fruits 
was afforded very prominent publicity and 
well-informed comments ge·nerally agreed as 
to the effectiveness of the display. 

The arrangement made in 19 3 6 for the 
~'Hostess Shop" of the T. Eaton Company, at 
the exhibition, to feature the sale of small 
packets of Australian raisins and currants 
was continued. In addition to publicity 
gained through such sales, our goodwill has 
been strengthened with the company in the 
featuring of Australian products in groce·ry 
advertisements carried in Toronto news
papers throughout the year. 

HOTEL AND CULINARY EXIDBITION 
MONTREAL 

This exhibition was held at Montreal, and 
opportunity was taken to arrange an attrac
tive display of Australian dried fruit as small 
cost. Signs were provided in both Enghsh 
and Fre·nch, and recipe book:s in both lan
guages were distributed. The display served 
a useful purpose in spreading knowledge of 
the availability and superior qualities of Aus
tralian raisins and currants. 

COOKING SCHOOLS 
Reference has been made in previous re

ports to the holding of cooking schools under 
the aegis of leading newspapers. These schools 
are very largely attended by housewives. In 
view of our specially vulnerable position in 
the Prairie Provinces from Californian com
petition, it was decided to co-operate with 
the Winnipeg Free Press (a low tariff news
paper) in its cooking school at Winnipeg 
from March 23 to 25. We also co-operated 
in a cooking school held at Moose Jaw from 
April 5 to 7, under the auspices of the 
••Moose Jaw Times Herald." The attendance 
at the Winnipeg. school aggregated approxi
mately 10,500 persons, and at Moose Jaw 
2676. At these schools Australian raisins 
were used in cooking recipes and the demon
strator pointed out to audiences the superior
ity of our products for cooking purposes. At
tractive publicity for Australian dried fruit 
was effected through the columns of the 
papers mentioned just _prior to and during the 
period of the schools; 

We also participated in the cooking school 
held in Toronto during the period March 15 
to 18, under the supervision of the De Both 
Cooking Schools, and sponsored by the Tor
onto .. Daily Star;• in which advertisements_for 
Australian raisins and currants wer~ .. placed. 
This school ·was condUcted oil the same lines 

.as applied to the Winnipeg and Moose Jaw 
Schools. 

DISPLAY MATERIAL 
The bulk of the· cut-outs sent to this office 

by the Board were distributed to retail grocers 
throughout Canada during the year under re
view. These were effectively mounte-d and 
were favorably commented upon. Valuable 
publicity was gained through this medium, 
and retailers appreciated the· support thus af
forded. 

.TRADE PAPERS 
Publicity through trade papers published in 

the main distributing centres was continued 
throughout the year, an endeavor being made 
to spread such advenising among the various 
publications on an equitable basis. The set
up of advertisements has in all cases been sub
mitted to this office for final revision. These 
advertisements have been effectively pro
duced, and are an important factor in encour
aging goodwill in the grocery trade in respect 
of Australian raisins and currants. As a good
will gesture space was taken during: the period 
under review in die .. National News'' the 
organ of National Grocers Limited, Toronto, 
which controls a large number of retail groc
ery stores in Ontario. 

FILMS 
Utilisation of the film .. Australia Today;· 

in which considerable footage is devoted to the 
dried fruits industry, has· been continued as 
opportunities have occurred in connection 
with talks to dubs and schools. We have en
deavored to emphasise on all occasions the out
standing value of Australian fruit, and to en
courage Canadians to_ specify .. Australian" 
whe·n purchasing dried fruit. 

RADiO TALKS 
Several radio talks were given by the Trade 

Commi~sioner (Mr. MacGre·gor) at main 
centres throughout Canada, and on these oc
casions reference was made to the support 
given by Canadian consumers in their pur
chases of Australian raisins. Opportunity was 
taken to refer to the superiority of our pro
ducts and to the significance of Canadian sup
port under the trading relations between Aus-
tralia and Canada. ' 

APPRECIATION 
The action of the Commonwealth Dried 

Fruits Board in making funds available for sel
ective advertising is greatly appreciated, and 
every endeavor has been made in the use of 
these funds to obtain the maximum be·nefit in 
furthering the interests of the Australian dried 
fruits industry. 

Barmera Co .. operative Packing 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Co. 
Ltd. 

DRIED AND CHRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AGENTS 
Suppliers of all Block Requisites. 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 
Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay-Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMERA. ',PHONE, BARMERA 30 &. 32 
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Dried Fruits ProductioninSouthAfrica 
THE ORANGE RIVER SULTANA AREA 

The following extracts from notes compiled by Mr. C. Barnard, Senior Research 
Officer for the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, during his recent 
visit to the Union are of interest. Whilst Mr. Barnard did not actually visit the 
area, his notes are from several reliable sources, in particular from Mr. Burger, 
of the Elsenburg-Stellenbosch College of Agriculture. 

The area under cultivation is a narrow stnp 
oL alluvial soil 100 yards wide along the' river 
banks for a stretch of approximately 130 
miles, beginning at Buchuberg and extending 
to beyond Kakamas; with Upington the main 
town. In the whole area farming is done on 
small holdings of approximately 15 acres 
each. Sultanas have been planted exten
sively during the last 10 years only. 

This area was originally settled by or 
through the agency of the Dutch Reform 
Church, .and the headquart'ers of the original 
settlement was at Kakamas. Wheat, lucerne, 
etc., are the main crops. The area was plant
ed orginally with some citrus and grape·s. In 
1926 a Government settlement scheme was be
gun; this scheme had in view the placing 
of unemployed with some farming experience. 
Each settler was provided with 15 acres of 
land, plus house, implements, etc. For the 
first 2 years the settler was advanced these 
requisites free of interest, and plant's and seeds 
were also provided. The scheme provided for 
the payment by the settler to the Government 
of 2 5 per cent. of the return of the first crop, 
and after the first 2 years for the repayment 
of the capital loan at a small rate of interest 
(payment's spread over 40 years). No subsidy 
is paid in respect to. any products of the area 
at pfesent. The. scheme is to be completed 
by 1940. 

CROPS 
The Government also made it a provision 

that each settler should plant approximately 
2-! acres to sultanas, 2f to citrus, and 2f 
to cotton. The citrus has, it is st.ated, proved 
a failure, mainly owing to frost. The far..:t 
that several old groves of seedling oranges 
planted by the very early settlers had flour
ished was responsible for the belief that CJtrus 
would do well. It was found, however, that 
Navels and Valencias could not thrive under 
the cold winters. It is extremely improbable 
that citrus plantings in this area will be con
tinued and settlers will be allowed to plant 

something else. As far as sultanas are con
cerned, it is reported that the policy o.i the 
Governme·nt is to restrict each settler to 4:} 
acr-es of sultanas, and it is doubtful whether 
they will be permitted to plant more than 6! 
acres in the future. 

EXTENT OF AREA 
(a) Area at present planted to vines, 4020 

acres. 
(b) Production of sultanas and raisins (90 

per cent. sultanas). 
!936-1438 tons of 2000-lbs. 
1937-1709 tons of 2000-lbs. 
1938-1994 tons of 2000-lbs. 

(c) Yield per acre.-The average yield per 
acre in a normal year is approximately 
1.6 tons (of 2000-lbs.) for 1694 'cte;. 
On the remaining 2326 acres the. av
erage yield is estimated at 0.67 tons 
(2000-lbs.). 

The estimated crop fo-r 1939 is therefore; 
1694 X 1.6 = 2,650 tons (2000-lbs.) 
2326 X 0.67= 1,558 , , 

Total 4,208 , 
" (Act. figure from calculations in morgen 

= 4,280 tons). 
(d) Eesti.mated production within 7 years 

estimated 8000-9000 tons. 
(e) The difference in yield (under c) is 

said to be due to the fact that on the 
older settlements such as the Church 
Settlement at Kakamas, other crops, 
such as wheat and lucerne, were grown 
for many years before the land was 
planted to sultanas-these soils give 
the higher yields. On the new settle
ments the land was cleared, levelled 
and immediately plant'ed to sultanas. 
Soil aeraton said to be inadequate ow
ing to fine texture of soil and humus 
deficiency. 

(f) Fruit at present dipped in mixed or 
modified hot dip, but experiments with 
cold dip reported promising. 

CLIMATE: UPINGTON-ORANGE RIVER 

I. Temperatures compared with Mildura and ~'OrCester:-

U pington ( 8 years) Mildura (42 years) Worcester (15 years) 

Mean Max. Mean Min. Mean Max. Mean Min. Mean Max. Me·an Min 
January .. .. 96.7 68.3 91.3 61.6. 85.0 58.0 
February ...... 94.1 66.5 91.4 61.7. 86.0 59 
March .. . . 90.0 63.0 84.5 56.4 83.0 57 
.April . . . . 83.2 55.6 75.6 (?) 49.9 75.0 51 
May .. 77.1 47.7 67.2 45.1 69.0 47 
June .. . . 70.0 38.6 68.8 41.4 65.0 43 
July .. . . 68.7 36.1 59.4 39.7 63.0 40 
.August .. 75.3 40.9 63.9 42,0 65.0 41 
September 78.1 46.2 69.8 45.8 70.0 46 
October .. 86.2 54.3 77.2 50.2 74.0 50 
November 91.0 61.1 84.7 55.3 79.0 53 
December .. ~4.9 65.7 89.3 59.1 83.0 56 

Note that lower temperatures occur during June, July and August at Upingtnn than at 
Mildura. Otherwise climate much hotter. Season longer. Early spring frost"s may be 
severe .at Upington. 

Unregistered Dealer 
Prosecuted 

At the Brunswick Court, the Victonan 
Dried Fruits Board proceeded against Arthur 
Brunt Pty. Ltd., of Lygon Street, East Bruns
wick, for selling more than one ton of dried 
fruit without being registered as a dealer. 

Senior Inspector Walsh, who conducted the 
prosecution, stated that application forms had 
been sent to the company, and he had inter
viewed them several times pointing out the 
necessity for registration, but no action had 
been taken. 

The defendants were fined £5, with 2/6 
costs. 

2. Relative Humidity:

JaiL ... . 
Feb .... . 
March .. 
April .. 
May .... 
June .. 
JulY ... . 
Aug .... . 
Sept .... . 

Upington 
(8 years) 

53 
48 
55 
59 
64 
61 
62 
56 

Oct ........ . 
51 
48 
44 
46 

Nov. 
Dec ....... . 

Mildura 
(4 years) 

52 
57 
62 
68 
76 
82 
83 
74 
67 
54 
52 
51 

W'ceste•r 
(25 years) 

63 
71 
77 
75 
80 
82 
83 
80 
75 
68 
66 
62 

Note the lower relative humidity at Uping-
ton. This should be an advantage during 
February, March and April. 

3. Rainfall at Upington is rather irregular 
and scattered, annual average only 2-3 inches. 
During the last 2 8 years there were three 
floods, viz., in 1910, 1925, and 1934. 

Summer rains occasionally occur with some 
resulting damage to the quality of the fruit. 

4. Water Supply.-Sometimes the level of 
the river becumes very low in summer. Last 
year, for example, no water for irrigation was 
available during December and January. It 
is believed that" the construction of storage 
dams is contemplated, but whether work has 
been commenced or not, and the present pos1~ 
tion of the project, I did not learn. 

Note:-Apparently the soil and climatic 
conditions in this .area are admirably suit'ed 
for the production of a high-class sultana. As 
more adequate provision is provided for water 
supplies, and the districts by experience, gams 
a higher standard in methods of production, 
it is reasonable to suppose that the quality of 
the product and yield per acre will increase. 
The future total production, however, prob
ably depends primarily on how much of the 
available suitable soils are planted to sultanas. 

Sales of Dried Fruit to 
Tourists 

The Association have been approached to 
lay down the basis on which packing houses 
may sell small quantitieS of dried fruit to 
tourists. 

It is learnt that some of the packing houses 
have a kiosk, from which sales are made. It 
will be in order for packing houses to make 
available to tourists up to 7 -lb. packages of 
dried fruit at the single box price. It is under
stood that only high grade fruit will be sup
plied and that no repeat orders will be ac
cepted. 

Packers are to advise agents of their sales, 
so that same can be invoiced direct by the 
agent to the packing house on the best foot
ing. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7 to 7.15 
p.m. (South Australian Time) every 

Monday Night. 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 

and other items of interest to Dried 
Fruit Growers. 

Wa•ve Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles 

Reglst'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaide. 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berrl, S.A. 
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New Season Prices 
The following prices have been fixed by the Board of Management:-

TREE FRUITS 
APRICOTS (281b. Boxes) PEACHES (2Sib. Boxes) 

Fancy Choice .Standard Fancy Choice Standard 
1 Box 1 Box 1 Box !Box 1 Box 1 Box 1 Box 1 Box 
per lb. per lb. per lb. per lb. per lb. per lb. per lb. per lb. 

5-crown 1/4 1/3 - - 4-crown .. 1/- lld 102d 
4-crown 1/3 1/2 1/12 - 3-crown .. lld 10!d 10d 
3-crown 1/2 1/1 1/0~ - 2-crown .. 10d 92d 9d 
2-crown 1/1 1/0! 1/0i - 1-crown .. - Sd -nn 
1-crown - llid lld - Slabs .. - - - 7<d 
Slabs .. - - - 1/· Plain .. - - - 7!d 
Plain .. - - - ll!d 

PEARS (28:b. Boxes) 
NECTARINES (281b. Boxes) 4-crown .. 11id lld 10d 

5-crown 1/2 1/1 1/- - :1-crown .. lO~d 10d 91-d 
4-crown 1/1 1/- lld - 2-crown .. 9~d 9d Sd 
3crown 1/- lld 10d - 1-CTO\Yll .. - 7d 6~d 

2-crown .. lld 10d 9d - Plain .. - - 5l:d 
1-crown .. - S!d 7d - Slabs .. - - 6id 
Slabs __ - - - 7d Peeled peaches: l~d per lb. more than un-

. Plain .. - - - 7d peeled. 

CHOICE D'AGEN PRUNES (SINGLE BOX PRICES) 
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30/40 10d 102d 10!d lld 24/- doz. 13/- doz. 14/- doz. 11/- doz. 
40/50 9'ld 9~d 9~d 10~d 22/6 doz. 12/3 doz. 13/3 doz. 10/3 d0z. 
50/60 Sid 9d 9d 9!d 21/· doz. 11/6 doz. 12/6 doz. 9/6 doz. 
60/70 Sd Sid sod 9d 20/- doz. 11/· doz. 12/- doz. 9/- doz. 
70/80 72d Sd 8d Sid 19/· doz. 10/6 doz. 11/6 doz. 8/6 doz. 
80/90 6~d 7ad '(.id 7~d 17/6 doz. 9/9 doz. 10/9 doz. 7/9 doz. 
"0/100 6d 6od 6!d 7d 16/- doz. 9/- doz. 10/- doz. 7/· doz. 

100/120 5!d 6d 6d 6~d 15/· doz. 8/6 doz. 9/6 doz. 6/6 doz. 
Standard: ~d per lb. less than choice. 

Plain (when available): 1d per lb. less than choice. 

CHOICE PRUNES, ALL VARIETIES OTHER THAN D'AGEN (Single Box Prices) 
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30/40 9od 10d 10d 1ood 23/- doz. 12/6 doz. 13/6 doz. 10/6 doz. 
40/50 8~d 9<d 9<d 9~d 21/6 doz. 11/9 doz. 12/9 doz. 9/9 doz. 
50/60 Sd 82d sod 9d 20/- doz. 11/- doz. 12/- doz. 9/- doz. 
60/70 7od 8d 8d S!d 19/- doz. 10/6 doz. 11/6 doz. 8/6 doz. 
70/80 7d 70d 70d Sd 18/- doz. 10/- doz. 11/· doz. 8/- doz. 
S0/90 6ld 6ild 6~d 7!<d 16/6 doz. 9/3 doz. 10/3 doz. 7/3 doz. 
90/100 5od 6d 6d 6od 15/- doz. S/6 doz. 9/6 doz. 6/6 doz. 

100/120 5d 5od SOd 6d 14/- doz. 8/- doz. 9/- doz. 6/- doz. 

Standard: ~d per lb. less than choice. 

Plain (when available): 1d per lb. less than choice. 

SMALL PRUNES, ALL VARIETIES (Single Box Pr·iees) 

28lb. boxes: 3~d per lb. 7lb. tins: 4l!d per lb. 

VINE FRUITS 

.CURRANTS LEXIAS AND WALTHAM$ 

10 Tons 100 Boxes 1Box 10 Tons 100 Boxes 1 Box 

Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. 
6 Crown 7!d. 7§d. 7i}d. 

4 Crown Sd. S!d. Sid. 5 Crown 6§d. 6~d. 6id. 
3 Crown 7§d. 7~d. nd. 4 'CTOWn 6!d. 6<d. 6jd. 
2 Crown 7d. ?gd. 7id. Seedless 6~d. 6~d. 7d. 
1 Crown 6!d. 6gd. 6~d. 3 Crown 6§d. 6<d. 6jd. 
M.F ... .. .. 6d. 6§d. 6.d. 2 Crown 6!d. 6id. 6jd. 

SULTANAS 
CURRANTS, SULTANAS, or LEX!AS, packed 
in Cellophane or Cartons, 1/3 per dozen on. 

,5 Crown 9d. 9§d. 91<d. SEEDED RAISINS 
4 Crown Sd. 8gd. 8!d. 10 Tons One Box 
3 Crown 70d. 7~d. Hd. l-Ib. Cartons (per doz.) 8/3 S/6 
. 2 Crown Hd . 7ild. Hd. 12-oz. Cartons (per doz.) 6/70 6/10o 
1 Crown 7d. 7§d. 7ad. 8-oz. Cartons (per doz.) 4/9 4/10o 
Plain .. 6id. 6od. 7d. Bulk (p~r lb.) . . . . .. 7.d. nd. 

Renmark Growers' Social 
At the combined social of the shareholders 

of the Renmark Co-operative Fruitgrowers 
and the Renmark Growers' Distillery, the prin
cipal speakers emphasised the value of co
operative effort. 

"I feel," said Mr. McHugh, M.H.R., who 
was recently elected to the ·vacancy in the 
Wakefield seat, formally held by the late C. 
A. S. Hawker, "that you are· demonstrat:ng to 
Australia that the best results are to be ob
tained through co-operative effort." He com
mended the community hotels along the river, 
which were doing so much for the districts 
wherein they were situated, and added that 
the packing companies and growers' distilleries 
were further splendid examples of what could 
be done by self-help. This was more than ever 
essential when economic nationalism, which 
was gradually spreading over the world, was 
a deiinite danger to primary industry. He 
paid a high tribute to the late Mr. Hawker. 

In responding, Mr. H. D. Howie thanked 
Mr. McHugh for his generous reference to 
the late Mr. Hawker, and assured the Fede·ral 
member that neither of the companies was 
hampered by political ties. They were ready 
to help him take up the problems, and would 
take the first opportunity of informing him 
of their needs. The year under review had 
been one of light and shade for the Fruit
growers Co-operated; it had experienced wme 
good and some bad happenings. The loss of 
Mr. Arthur Johnstone had been a severe one 
to the industry. 

IMPORTANCE OF WATER SUPPLY 

Mr. Howie referred to the sad plight of 
grape growers in other areas, who were at the 
mercy o.f the rainfall. To visit the Upper 
Murray after viewing these other vineyards 
was like a "Garden of Eden." But, he went 
en, "one problem will have to be settled, and 
that is a number of people appear to think 
that the Murray waters · are inexhaustible. 
Everyone of you will remember the river level 
during the 1914 drought. Where would we 
have been this year without the locks? And 
now, there may not be enough water for the 
locks to be maintained if we don't get good 
winter rains. The A.D.F.A. has been called 
selfish, but before any further ventures are 
attempted, we should see that we have water 
to supply them with." 

R.F.G.C. POLICY 

The R.F.G.C. would continue its policy of 
making growers a fairly good initial payment 
and monthly advances which it was thought 
would be satisfactory to them. He asked the 
producers not to be led aside by cash offers. 

In surporting the reply Mr. D. T. DuRieu 
(chairman of the Renmark Growers' Distil
lery) said it was a great pleasure· to see 1\tlr. 
McHugh present. A,ny man who considered 
himself a friend of Charles Hawker could be 
assured of a welcome in the district. He felt 
that when something was really needed in the 
district, they could rely on the new member 
to do his utmost for it in the Federal sphere. 

Mr. D. C. Winterbottom, general manager 
of the Mildura Co-op. and member of the 
A.D.F.A. Board, congratulated the district on 
its spirit of co-operation, and said: .. There tS 

a big necessity for us all to stand together to 
succeed. In no other part o.f Australia are 
there so many people settled on such a re
stricted area as in the Murray irrigation areas. 
We Victorians value the co-operation of South 
Australia and the Parliaments. 

THE VISITORS 

In submitting a toast to ••'the visitors," Mr. 
C. S. Ruston (vice-chairman of the R.F.G.C.) 
made special mention of Messrs. McHugh and 
Macgillivray, M.P., and Mr. Casey, of Mildura, 
who had succeeded the late Mr. Johnstone. The 
latter, he considered, had done more to elimi
nate the "boundary fence" than any other 
man, and South Australian and Victorian 
growers were now one family. 
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CO .. OPERATIVE COMPANY MEETINGS 

Stability of the Industry the Keynote 
pany, he stated, amounted to £51,392. A 
dividend of 7 per cent. on the paid-up capital 
was declared." 

The company anticipated annual deliveries 
of more than 3000 tons in future normal 
years. 

In the following brief outline of the reports of several companies which handle 
in the aggregate almost half of our total production, it is gratifying to observe 
that there is full appreciation of the value of the A.D.F.A. stabilisation scheme 
and the part it has played in helping towards the sound position indicated in the 
reports. 

The retiring directors, Messrs. D. A. Crock
ett and H. E. Palmer, were re-elected unop
posed for a period of two years. 

Berri 
The mind can readily conjecture the drft

erent reports. that could easily have been the 
rule had the position for 1937 been allowed 
to drift, and can fully appreciate the policy 
wherein growers, packers and agents are units 
of the Association working for its well-being 
as opposed to the system in America where no 
such affiliation exists-rather is it the opposi
tion in that country to such an extent that 
strong efforts are in evidence to break down 
a system a£ Government control that is to 
the advantage o{ the growers. 

Mildura 
,THE MILDURA CO-OPERA UVE COY.
.·. TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ARTHUR 

JOHNSTONE 
This company, the largest in the industry, 

handled 17,180 tons of dried fruits and 
114,000 cases of citrus for the 1938 season. A 
rebate of 30/- per ton on -dried fn1it packing 
charges and 1-!d per case on citrus was made 
'to growers. A dividend -of 7 per cent. was 
declared on the paid'-up capital of £100,6"51. 
The nowinal capital qf the company has bct:n 
increased to £-150,000. In the 34th annual 
report Mr. E. ]. Casey, who was recently 
elected chairman of directors, paid a very 
'feeling tribute :to the late M'.r. A. L. John
st-one, im original shareholder in the company, 
a dire·ctor sirice 1906, and chairman from 
1919 until the time of his death last year. 
Mr. Casey said the late chairman was largely 
responsible for the .progressive policy that had 
built up the company to the growers' organis
ation it was today. The best tribute they 
could pay to his memory was to carry the or
ganisation to even greater success by the same 
loyal support as that given by their late leader. 

Dealing with the ope·rations of the com
pany the chairman outlined the financial pro
gress made in the year under review: 

This year Last year 
.-·-Pa;d"up -cap;t:rl ~····· ...... £1"00,651 £87,773 

.Reserve-·:account 12,500 12,500 
'GroWers''-_ bonus deposits 2,977 3,37 2 
B~nk,of ~N.S.W. ~·~~ ...... ·~ 23,851 20,975 
Sundry ~reditors ...... 81,928 83,489 
Fruits pools unallocated 23,275 20,623 
Taxation provision 1,032 1,414 
Appropri~ti(!n a/c 8,4$7 7,576 

The fruit pool 'account shows a credit of 
£23,900. This amount was credited to the 
pools after the .amount of the rebate payable 
had been asce-r-tained. 

Buildings 
Land 
Machinery ~and plant 
Rail sidings 
Motor truCks and cars 
Sweat boxes 
Accounting machines and 

:office· . furniture · 
Shares in qther ,cpmpanies 

This year 
£28,670 

1,610 
18,380 

750 
2,200 
4,400 

1,260 
4,505 

Last year 
£29,110 

1,610 
20,100 

8j0 
2,0)0 
4,000 

1,286 
4,505 

£62,275 £63,511 

The fiXed assets show a, reduction on last 
ye~r'S figures and call for little comment, ex
cept to say that the whole of the company's 
properties, ma-chinery and plant are in first
class· condition for the coming season. 

Stocks -on hand are ~alued at £3 8,021 as. 
against £43,085 last year. The.difference was 
in the box shooks as supplies for the cormng 
season were for Dece·mber payment. 

Sundry debtors, £154,287, show an increase 
from £130,942 the previous year, but against 
this figure the amount recoverable from unsold 
fruit is considerably greater, so that there 
is very little difference in the net position 
over the two years. 

The chairman announced that Messrs. J. P. 
Power, L. B. O'Donnell and L. J. Smith had 
been re-elected unopposed to the board of dir~ 
edors. 

Mr. Casey, in replying to compliments on 
his election to the Export Control Board, said 
thai :,he had not r-ealised the work of that body 
un'til he became a member of it, and thanked 
giowers for his ele'ction. He added that he 
hoped he would be able to place his knowledge 
t'o the advantage of the industry. 

Woorinen 
WOORINEN FRUITGROWERS' CO-OP.

SUCCESS WITH MIXED DIP 
The successful year enjoyed by the com

pany is but a reflection of the very active 
community spirit of co-operation existing m 
this settlement, not the least of which is the 
work of the research committee in keeping 
growers so closely informed on matters con
cerning district production problems. The 
success of the mixed dip last year, which has 
"been fouUd to be best suited to this area, is of 
interest and, in his annual report to share
holders, the chairman of directois (Mr. H. E. 
Palmer) said that fruit had reached the pack
ing house in excellent condition. With good 
fruit to ·work On the improved plant had _en
abled the· company to pack line·s for the Unit
ed Kingdom market which were sought after 
by buyers. The district 'fruit was of a l.llll

form light-brown type which kept well, and 
there could be no doubt that the almost um
Versal practice of using the standaJ;d mixed 
dip for sultanas had produced a standardised 
fruit which sold freely and commanded good 
prices:· ·--

ContiJ:J.-:Iing, Mr. Palmer said: "This year 
the company will distribute in dividends, 
fully-paid shares, credits and cash to a total 
of £6070. The total amount distributed to 
shareholders since the formation of the com-

THE BERRJ CO-OPERAUVE UNION.
TRANSACTIONS REACH £250,000 

The annual report of the -operations of thi:. 
company is always of interest, in that the 
policy of going a stage· further in the mer
chandising avenue, both in service and by a 
system of rebate, than the generally accepted 
practice of similar organisations in other 
centres, is a feature of thorough co-operative 
effort. 

Dealing with this aspect o-f the company's 
operations the chairman of directors CMI. A. 
P. Wishart) said that the increase in sales in 
the merchandise department of over £6000 re
flected great credit on the part of the mem
bers who had so loyally supported .the store. 
He re_gretted, however, that this extra trade 
had not resulted in higher net earnings, but 
owing to a ,r~duced margin of profits on one 
hand and increases in wages, etc., on the 
other, .the rebates available would be slightly 
less than in 1937; but growers could assure 
the,mselves that any reduction in rebates had 
been .offset by the lower rates charged on their 
purchases. Other factors which had affected 
profits were the reduced commission earnings 
on some lines which had been forced upon re
tailers by distributing companies. The in
creased turnover in motor tyre-s, petrol and oils 
was also pleasing, and no doubt this section 
received an indirect benefit from the com
pany's connection with Murray Motors Co. 
The Murray Motors Company leased premises 
from the Union and paid an office allowance 
for clerical services. The Union was a share
holder in the motor company, but apart from 
this Murray Motors was quite a separate com
pany which engaged its own salesman and 
was controlled by a separate beard. 

It was interes:ti~.g to note" that the dried 
fruit pack of 1938 was 400 tons above the 
previous best in 19 3 5. The increased crop 
would no do'J.lb.t .. _he partly du.e to crops frO:m, 
vines worked over from distillery ,grapes .dur
ing recent years. The cost of packing. ma:t
erials in 1938 went up co:Usiderably,, afld it 
would be remembered that at the last annual ' 
meeting growers were advised that the ·Board·: 
might find it necessary to increase the upset · 

THE 

Mildura Co .. operative Fruit Co. Ltd. 
MILDURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of AI! Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits andCitrus 

Packed under the well-known ''PAD LOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 
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Co .. operative Company Meetings 
(Continued from Page 5) 

price for packing charges. It was, however, 
pleasing to note that owing to the large ton
nage handled they would be able to manage 
without raising the packing charges which had 
been operating for a number of years. The 
increased cost was equal to !1/- per ton, and 
this had had the effect of reducing the rebate. 
TI1ere was also a rise jn wae-es of 6/- per we·ek, 
about Sf per cent. increase, but savings made 
in other directions counteracted this to some 
extent. The surplus available of £7670 was 
actually £1122 above 1937, but divided by a 
greater tonnage the rebate available was re
duced to £1/11/3 per ton which, considering 
all the adverse: factors, was rather satisfactory. 
Despite the increased costs the rebate on cit
rus packing was fixed at 2d per case. 

DRIED FRillT POOL 
Owing to the larger pack handled, and the 

greater amount paid out during the year the 
earnings of the dried fruits pool account was 
higher; the minimum charge of If per cent. 
only was charged against the fruit, therefore, 
growers had the benefit of their realisations, 
he said. The net return to pool growers was 
considerably higher than the prices paid out 
by competitors, and this emphasised the ad
vantage of co-operative marketing which had 
brought about many reductions in selling 
costs. The net earning on the 19 3 8 pool was 
£18 6 5, being £2 5! higher than the previous 
year. 

Packing and trading operations had doubled 
in the past few years, added Mr. Wishart, and 
it was recommended that the liquid assets of 
the company be further built up. The chair
man made fe·eling reference to the· great loss 
to the industry in the death of the late Mr. 
Charles Hawker, and the passing of the late 
Mr. Arthur L Johnstone. 

The retiring members of the committef:, 
Me·ssrs. R. Curren, A. Benson and H. H. Stone, 
were re-elected unopposed. 

Red Cliffs 
THE RED CLIFFS CO-OPERA:ITVE 

COMPANY.-A RECORD PACK 
The progress of this company over 15 years 

is but another example of what sound co
operation by growers and efficient managc
me·nt can bring about. 

In 1923-24 the company was given a good 
start by the far-sighted policy of the late :Mr. 
Cattanach, chairman of the State Rivers and 
Water Supply Commission of Victoria, then 
administrating the settlement, when in 
addition to the ordinary advances for pro
duction, amounts up to £40 per settler were 
advanced for the taking up of shares in a co
operative movement. The company passed 
through some difficult periods, not the least 
being when a fire completely de'stroyed the 
trading store. Drastic re-organisation which 
followed under the management' of Mr. H. R. 
Sloan, has resulted in continued progress, until 
today when the company is in an extremely 
sound position. 

In the 15th annual report the chairman 
(Mr. F. W. P. Hammet) stated that during 
the year under review the capital of the com
pany had increased by £3090, making the 
total paid-up capital approximately £50,000. 
The principal part of this increase was repre
sented by fully paid shares allotted from the 
previous years rebates-also a considerable 
number of new shares applied for by growers. 
It w-as considered, added Mr. Hammet, that 
the allotment of new shares from portion of 
rebates was a sound method of building up the 
capital of the company. A marked expansion 
had taken place during the year and the net 
profit for the year, which was transferred to 
the appropriation account, was £3550/14/1, 
and the total amount now standing to the 
credit of that account was £5072/9/2. The 
payment of the 8 per cent. dividend will ab
sorb £3966/9/9, which will leave a balan<e 
of £1105/19/5, to be carried forward to the 
new financial year. 

The packing charges for the 1939 season 
will be £5 per ton for currants, sultanas, 
lexias and Walthams. This will be a re·duc
tion of 6/6 per ton as compared with last 
year, due to th~ cheaper price of boxes for the 
coming season. 

Initial payments on deliveries of fruit to 
the packing houses this season will be: Cur
rants, £8 per ton; sultanas, £8 per t'on; lexias 
and W althams, £8 per ton; and they will be 
followed by supplementary payments at regu
lar intervals. 

PACKING COMPARISONS 
The following were the tonnages of cur

rants, sultanas, le'xias and Wal~hams packed 

PERSONAL 
An interested visitor to the Mildura district 

recently was Mr. Trumble, a me·mber of the 
legal firm of Messrs. Malleson, Stawel and 
Nankervil, the Association~s solicitors. A 
brother of one John Trumble, who was for 
many years a grower at Red Cliffs, ..Mr. 
Trumble said that he had often wished to visit 
the· district, and added that, after reading 
"Water Into Gold," he had definitely decided 
to make the trip, and it was impossible not 
to be impressed by the evidence of public 
spirit so apparent on all sides. After seeing 
the various institutions and the story of the1r 
being it was easy to conceive the strength be
hind the A.D.F.A. 

* * * * • 
Mr. E. S. Creaton, who has been chairman 

and a very active me·mber of the Mildura 
Growers' Defenc~ Committee, recently ten
dered his resignation as chairman on accol,lnt 
of ill-health. Mr. W. Messenger, who was 
elected to the position, paid a high tribute to 
the tireless efforts made by Mr. Creaton 1ll 

the interests of growers and of the district 
generally. Similar expressions were voiced by 
members who were appreciative of the past 
chairman's promise to help as much as he 
could through the important work of watch
ing the interests of the industry in the forth
coming Arbitration Court heaxing of claims 
being made on the members. 

by the company during the last season, and 
comparisons with the tonnages for the three 
previous years:-

1935 1936 1937 1938 
Tons Tons Tons Tons 

Currants 761 58S 761 940 
Sultanas 3894 5948 5068 7396 
LexiaSI & W ~lthams 604 914 789 984 

5259 7447 6618 9320 

Resolutions were passed by the meeting 
adopting the dire·ctors• recommendations that 
the usual dividend on the paid-up capital at 
the rate of 8: per cent. be paid to shareholders, 
and that the payment of the rebate of the 
1938 season's deliveries of dried fruits be made. 

The retiring directors, Messrs. H. Youngs, 
A. Poppleton and C. M. Mackie were re
elected unopposed. 

Do your Vines net:ld a •· BALANCED" Fertiliser this year? 
Then try this Formula :-

Apply 

Half 
the 

PHOSPHATES 
and the POTASH 

with the 
GREEN CROP 

Add 
Remain
der of 
the 

PHOSPHATES 
in the 

CUTTING'S DITCH 

Sow 
I --2 
cwts •. 
per 
acre 

"AM M 0 N lA" 
when turning down the 

GREEN CROP 

V. H HilS.,. 

"BALANCED" Manuring ensures QUALITY and YIELD 
bu+ aoply the "AMMONIA" EARLY 

-'-.. -· 
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THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Suspension of Ban on Sale of Small Prunes 
The business of the S.A. Board during the past twelve months has appreciably 
increased in volume necessitating heavy agendas, at all Board meetings· The 
January and March meetings each occupied a full day and it was necessary to 
defer consideration of several items of the agenda. 

It was agreed to call a meeting at Coona
warra when representatives of the Board would 
discuss with the· growers arrangements for the 
marketing of their 1939 season•s fruit. 

The Coonawarra position was further con
sidered at length and decision was deferred 
pending the incorporation as an Association of 
Coonawarra growers, application for which 
was being lodged with the Registrar of Com
panie·s. 

A number of recommendations of the Con
sultative Committee relating particularly to 
dried tree fruit problems were considered at 
length and disposed of, the main ones being 
uniform methods of regulation and allowance 
for export credit. 

Final reports on the special investigation in 
conjunction with the Department of Lands 
were submrtted and noted, and further apph
cations for renewals of dealers and p-acking 
house registrations were dealt with. 

Three registrations of premises for prune 
processing were approved, and the prune posi
tion was further investigated. It was resolved 
that following a conference of prune interests 
held a few days previously, to circularise 
forthwith all prune growers throughout the 
State intimating that the Board had agreed to 
suspend for the year 1939 the prohibition on 
the marketing of prunes of a count of over 
120 to the lb. 

Reports of investigation officers on retailing 
of low grade fruit were considered and it was 
agreed to recommend the Consultative Com
mittee to consider the matter of recommenci
ng an appropriation to conduct an advertising 
campaign designed to stimulate the demand 
for only high grade dried fruit. 

The Board's budgetary statement for the 
year 1939-40 was submitted, together with 
rec'ommendation for growers' contribution for 
1939, and referred to the Consultative Com
mittee in terms of the arrangements. 

The requisite determination was made in
creasing the home consumption quota for 
peaches from 55 per ce·nt. to 57f per cent. 

A request of the South Australian Packers' 
Association for the Board's co-operation in 

the staging of a competitive trade exhibit at 
the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society's show was agreed to, and a sub-com
mittee was appointed to supervise the whole 
of the arrangements. 

In regard to door classification, the issue of 
licences t'o fifteen classers in the Renmark area 
was confirmed. 

Further reports of inspectors on dried fruit 
stores were considered and a number were ap
proved. 

In the matter of the marketing and control 
of low-grade dried tree fruit, the secretary 
was directed to prepare a further memoran
dum for consideration of the Board. 

Notes of proceedings of the Inspectors' 
Conference at Barmera on 28/2/39, which 
was attended by Board representatives, were 
submitted. 

Reports on Coonawarra grading, position of 
legislation in New South Wales and Investi
gation Service were submitted and received, 
and a dealer's registration for the year ending 
December 31, 1939, was approved. 

OVERSEAS S:ALES 
The sales of Australian dried fruits overseas 

to April 15, 1939, were:-

Shipped 
Sales 
Unsold 

CURRANTS 
13,952 tons 
13,737 tons 

215 tons 

Average price, £27/4/7 per ton 

SULTANAS 
Shipped 
Sales 
Unsold 

Average price, 

nnn 40,614 tons 
............ 35,500 tons 

5,114 tons 

£39/1/- per ton 

LEXIAS · 
Shipped 
Sales 
Unsold 

2,230 tons 
2,230 tons 

Average price, £45/16/4 per ton 

Irymple Packing Pty. Limited 

MILDURA 

OPERATING AT 

MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

Packers of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

LAND AND INSURANCE AGENTS 

SUPPLIERS OF VINEYARD REQillREMENTS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

P. MALLOCH, 
Manager. 

Board Of Management 
Minutes 
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POWER ALCOHOL FROM SUB-GRADE 
DRIED FRillT 

In view of the difficulty of disposing of this 
fruit for fortifying spirit manufacture, fur
ther efforts are being made to explore the eco
nomic and marketing possibilities of its con
version to power alcohol. 

The Board of Management has arranged 
with Mr. D. C. Winterbottom that he shall 
undertake a close inquiry into the possibility 
of some arrangement with one or more dis
tilleries to test out this avenue. A consider
able amount of this fruit will be available 
this season, and it represent's a heavy loss to 
growers in the event of it having to be de
stroyed. 

There are many difficulties in the way of 
the proposal and, should it materialise, the re
turn to growers will be small-fr-om £2 to £4 
per ton having been mentioned. However, 
until more definite information is availabie, 
this is but conjeC'ture, and we· can only hope 
that some way can be found to avoid a total 
loss in this year of heavy reduction of yield. 

EARLY FIXATION OF GRADES 
Concern at the late fixation of official 

grade samples is expressed in a letter from 
the Aurora Fruitgrowers' Association to the 
Board of Management. It was requested by 
this branch that every endeavor should be 
made to have grades fixed as early .in each 
season as possible and, furthermore, that· 1t 
was highly desirable that grades be standard
ised, and that no variation take place during 
the season, or from one se-ason to another. 
The Board has advised that it ls the definite 
policy of both the departments concerned, 
and the A.D.F.A., to fix grades as early as 
possible, and also to make every effort to en
sure that grading is consistent from year to 
year. 

Seasonal conditions considerably infLuence 
the position, and this year postponement was 
unavoidable un61 sufficient fruit was avail
able for the committee to make final dec1sions 
in regard to samples. 

As a means of overcoming the problem of 
maintaining uniform samples from season to 
season, several methods have been tried, but 
to no useful end. Fruit' has been kept in sealed 
containers and colored plates made, but these 
have not proved satisfactory. 

LEXIA RIDDLES 
In view o£ the generally small size Of lexias 

this year, and the fact that it' is essential to 
get 20 per cent. to 25 per cent. of the fruit 
taken out in the larger sizes for the United 
Kingdom trade, representations have been 
made by the Board of Management to_ the 
chief fruit inspector of the Department of 
Commerce, recommending the use of the 
18/32 riddle instead of 19/32 and 20/32 as 
spe·cified in the departmental regulations. 

THE VALUE OF LIGHT AND BROWN 
TYPE SULTANAS 

The A.D.F .A. representatives who attended 
the grade fixing at Mildura reported to the 
Board of Management: That there was a dis
tinct discrepancy in value between equivalent 
grades of light colored and brown colored 
sultanas, i.e., that 2-crown light colored sul
tanas would be worth on the United Kindgom 
market, probably £2 per ton more than 2-
crown brown colored sultanas. It was con
sidered that growers of light colored sultanas 
should be protected for any premium Which 
might be secured on the United Kingdom 
quota of their sultanas. It was, therefore, 
noted for further consideration, to give auth
ority to packers to distinguish between light 
and brown type sultana·s in the final payment 
for fruit from the 1939 season sultana pool. 
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FAlTH, HOPE-. AND PARITY 
THE tiller o£ the soil-notoriously a being 

of humble faith in the future--by his 
very association with nature seems to gain a 

philosophy of hope in the face of any adver
sity. "Hope springs eternal," and we find 
ourselves, in this year which is seriously out o£ 
step with nature, hopefully placing our faith 

in that omnipotent power when we bury some 

of the· ruined fruit with the operation of pre
paring the land for the next crop. 

Faith is a good investment, and perhaps we 

can admit as an industry that we have reapeci 
good dividends. A man whose work takes 

him closely into the affairs of large busine3a 
intere·sts, and bodies of primary producer.~, 

said recently that the astonishing fact of the 
A.D.F.A. and its great strength and ability to 

come through was the spirit of trust and faith 
in its leaders. It was unique in any such wide
spread organisation embracing so many diff

erent types and interests. 

We see so many potentially sound organisa
tions handicapped by lack of faith that we 

can feel happy in the knowledge that the over
whelming support given by members to the 

now fully established scheme for the stabilis
ing of the industry enables us to meet the p""e

sent difficult year with equanimity, with the 
full realisation that, having ironed out the 
many problems, the scheme has reached .,uch a 
stage that the Association is now stronger 

than ever before in its history. 
The late Premier of South Australia either 

had great faith, or the vision of the seer, when 
he said during the re£erendum campaign that 

the industry could solve its own problem. It 
has, at a substantial immediate cost to growers, 

but it has proved to be a daring investment 
of faith of a kind that has paid an excellent' 

premium. And so we hope that we have 
reached a haven-that our vital troubles are 

over. A pious hope, be it said, but a reason
able one. In a most useful report on the 
"'Regulation and Marketing of Agricultu:al 

Products of Other Countries," just completf'd, 
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Mr. G. Evatt, a Commissioner of the New 

South Wales Water Conservation and Irriga
tion Commission, and Chairman of the Dried 
Fruits Board in that State, makes a detailed 

survey of the control of primary products and 
shows that almost every country of note in 

the world is legislating for the problem of un
economic excess production. Strong forces 

are at work to stabilise commodity prices. The 
recent Empire Producers' Conference held last 
year in Sydney, .and the resultant formatton 

of commodity councils being one instance. 

The stabilising forces in all countrie·s pro

ducing dried fruits are heartening, and whilst 
there are always dangers, it is hoped that good 

for all will result, and that the promising 

market that appears to be ahead will even
tuate and help t'o lessen that disadvantage 'Jf 
parity of such concern to exporting producers. 
There are thOse in this country of high living 

standards whose only usage of the word 
"parity" is with the prefix "dis." They would 
have one standard for the sheltered industries 

and workers and another for the farmer. The 
bitter oppos:tion of these minds during the 

referendum was typical, and we can he con
tent to know that we have been able to ~o 

hold our industry together that we have not 
been forced a great deal nearer to world's 

parity and a standard of living lower than 

that so strongly taken as a right by our 0p
ponents. 

High Delivery Payments 
On Fruit 

There appears to be a demand by sections 
of growers-and some gestures by a few 
packers, for competitive purposes, to have a 
system ,of large initial delivery payments. In 
some dSes this development is reported to 
have reached uneconomic proportions, and 
payments to within a few shillings of what 
can be reasonably anticipated as the final re
turns for the types of fruit involved are stated 
to have been -made. 

While there might appear w be some value 
in getting what practically amounts to a cash 
payment, it must he appreciated that the 
practice is not in the best interests of grow
ers and one that, if allowed to persist, can 
lead to costly compe'tition. 

Under the A.D.F.A. regulations in regard 
to the pooling of fruit, all proceeds from the 
sale of the product are placed in the pool and 
payments made· from it from time to time as 
sales warrant. Finance, usually on the basis 
of £8 per ton, for initial payments on de
livery, is arranged by packers and the interest 
debited to the po9l. All other proper charges 
are debited to the pool as they become due. 
Interest must be met on these whilst the pool 
is in debit and before it can be cleared up 
and final payments made to growers, this in
terest is deducte·d. Therefore, the longer the 
pool is showing a debit the larger is the 
amount to be charged against it, seri
ously affecting the final returns to growers, 
and probably when they need them most. 

With large door advances and a protracted 
selling season a large amount of interest' 
would be involved and, as we can appreciate, 
a thin time for someone·. To take the cash in 
hand and waive the rest, and not fret about 
things if today be sweet-to p1agiarise Omar 
-is not always souad in fact. One gets a 
false idea of his spending power, and when 
the rainy day comes the· credit side of the 
passbook has the appearance of a washout. 

The system of an initial payment in keep
ing with harvesting and other immediate 
costs, followed by regular monthly payments 
in line with sales, has proved to be satisfac-

MR. BRUCE CONFERS 
WITH THE EXPORT 
CONTROL BOARD 

During the visit of the High Commisswner, 
the Right Honmable S. M. Bruce, opportunity 
was afforded the members: of the Export Con
trol Board to confer with Mr. Bruce, who was 
head of the Government which passed the 
Dried Fruits Export Control Act in 1924. 

With the exception of Mr. A. Yeates, ti1e 
Western Australian member of the Board, Mr. 
Thomas introduced his colleagues and wel
comed Mr. Bruce on his all too brief visit to 
Australia. 

Members of the Board amplified and sup
ported the remarks of the Chairman. lv.£r. 
H. D. Howie and Mr. Peter Malloch specially 
thanked Mr. Bruce for the passage of the leg
islation which has now been in operation for 
the past fifteen years. 

Speaking on behalf of the thousands of 
growers engaged in the industry, they gave 
the High Commissioner much valuable infor
mation as to the comparatively rapid expan
sion of the industry, and commented especi
ally on the steps taken by successive Govern
ments under which the Australian producer 
benefited by Imperial preferences without the 
continuation of which preferences it would 
be impossible for the industry to be carried 
on in Australia unless the standard of iiving 
was lowered in the Murray River and other 
dried fruit settlements. 

Pointing out to Mr. Bruce the fact that the 
production in Australian had nearly trebled, 
they emphasised their gratitude to him for the 
part he had played in the safeguarding of 
Australian industries. 

Mr. Bruce in a lengthy and most sympa
thetic reply stated that he first came into dir
ect touch with Mildura when as Federal Trea
surer he visited that centre in 1923. At that 
time the dried fruits industry was in a most 
depressed condition, but he realised the· value 
to the Commonwealth of such an important 
industry. 

Looking back on his action as the then 
Prime Minister, he was distinctly interested 
to hear from the leaders of the dried fruits in
dustry of the success of the le-gislation passed 
by the Bruce-Page Ministry providing for or
derly marketing by a Board controlled by the 
grower electorS with a leavening of expenen
ce"d business men. 

He had noted the stress laid by the Board 
in several of its reports as to the danger of 
und~ly increasing production and said that he 
was in full accord with the Board in their 
representations to State Governments and to 
growers to stand firm against any attempts 
to plant additional areas in Australia for the 
production of dried currants, sultanas and 
Iexias. 

During the discussion, Mr. Bruce expressed 
his high appreciation of the work of the Aus
tralian Trade· Publicity Committee and of the 
Director, Mr. A. E. Hyland. 

The-·- chauman thankl!d Mr. Bruce for the 
lengthy interview, which had given him re
newed confidence in the work of the Board. 

Mr. Bruce conferre·d personally with indi
vidual members of the Board and made tt 
quite cle·ar that his interest was unabated. He 
expressed regret that time had not permitted 
him to visit -thf dried fruit areas as he would 
have desired to do. 

tory to the great majority of growers, and it 
is certainly a sounder business proposition. 
Further, it does away with .that undesirable 
form of competition for business that in the 
end reacts to the detrime·nt of the Associ
ation and can, in view of the extremely high 
door payments reported to have been made, 
quite possibly result in a debit note to growers 
at the end of the season if markets do not 
come up to expectation. Thus is the grower 
found to have been misled and possibly to 
have budgeted over his means. 
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THE STATISTICAL 
Marketing Prospects Satisfactory 

LOWER YIELD ASSISTED IN 
FIRMING IN PRICE 

The I 939 season will long be remembered by growers, and by packers, too, 
. for there is a difficult task ahead in the handling of the rain-affected fruit, and 
with reduced yields and heavy additional costs, there will be need for careful 
budgeting this year. However, there are features that are encouraging. We 
have been able to produce a splendid crop of currants of good quality, and ex· 
cellent yields of lexias are the rule. The quantity of the better grades of sul
tanas available should go a fair way in supplying the markets demanding the 
higher grades, at prices that show a resonable indication of being in advance of 
those obtained for the past crop. 

Fortunately we will not have to face a 
position that might easily have come about 
-had the rain fallen a fortnight earlier-that of 
meeting competition in London with a low
grade pack. It is in .a year such as this that 

we can again appreciate the treaty markets· 
which desire, and will take, a very large pro
portion of the darker types; just as we can 
value the point that we have .a rising market 
with limited competition before October, by 
which time a very big proportion of our crop 
should be sold; the opposite to the position 
from the 1928 crop losses by frost, when we· 
had a short crop and a falling market. The 
EXpert Control Board average prices for Umt
ed Kingdom sultana sales show: 1926-27, 
£53/14/7; 1928-28, £35/3/10. 

Whil-e all reports emphasise that the statts
tical ·position is very sound, the extreme fluc
tuations in the quantities being taken each 
week must appear puzzling to growers, and 1t 
is of interest to briefly survey the position of 
the several 'fruits. 

SULTANAS 
United Kingd01n.-The 6300 tons unsold 

(3/3/39) are not giving any concern, and 
holders are confident that the bulk of this 
fruit will be moved soon. However, the earl
ier anticipation of clearing this before the 
new season's pack arrives in May does not 
appear as if it will be realised and some carry
over can be expected. This is of good quality 
fortunately, and with the considerably reduced 
tonnage that we will have for London this 
year, the position is satisfactory. 

The exact consumption :figures are not 
available, but' from the :figures in the Impenal 
Economic Committee's report, given below, 
and the present stock position, it would ap
pear that there is a definite increase. The re
port, which inclUdes currants, states:-

cent. in 1937. While the greatly augmented 
supplies from Australia were mainly respon
isble for this increase, imports from South 
Africa, which have shown a marked upward 
trend since 1934, also contributed. Imports 
from the United States, the principal source 
in recent years, again increased, but were 
much lighter than those from Australia. Con
signments from all other foreign source·s were
much reduced, and total imports of foreign 
raisins fell by 22 per cent." 

As stated in the February survey, the heavy 
buying by Germany, and the United States 
Government policy of withholding and de
flecting to other uses, .are highly important 
factors. With regard to the former, it must 
be having some effect on world consumption, 
but no information is available as to whether 
the buying is for food storage· or barter with 
other countries. Sufficient is it to know that 
it is no longer in competition. 'liJ· recent 
speech of Sir Auckland Geddes suggesting the 
storage of foodstuffs by British householders 
is being followe·d up by the trade, and it 1S 

hoped, will increase the consumption of dried 
fruits generally. 

Otber Mark.ets.-Increased sales in the C-om
monwealth at enhanced prices are highly sat
isfactory and our new season rates have open:::d 
strongly. The doubt in regard to New Zea
land taking her normal imports under the 
new trade policy have been dispelled in a re
cent statement to the effect that no restriction 
would he placed on the entry o.f our fruit. The 
prices ruling for that country and Canada are 
still £2 and £3, respectively, below those of 
1937, but it might be anticipated that, in the 
case of Canada, heavier purchases than those 
of last year will be made. The rise of £1 per 
ton in New ZealaJ.?-d and Canada is opportune 

IMPORTS OF RAISINS AND CURRANTS INTO THE UNITED KINGDOM 

Quantity 
(Thousand Tons) 

Raisin & 
Year Sultanas Currants 

1929 80.1 55.2 
1930 68.6 59.9 
1931 .... 62.1 52.8 
1932 83.7 57.0 
1933 80.3 51.7 
1934 .... 59.6 59.9 
1935 71.4 57.5 
1936 71.7 52.8 
1937 68.9 53.0 
1938 83.6 52.5 

"Imports of ralSlns in 193 8 amounted to 
83,600 tons and were the heaviest since 1932. 
The quantities imported from Empire coun
tries increased by as much as 89 per cent. over 
those of the preceding year, and amounted to 
61 per cent. of the total, as against" 39 per 

Value. 
( £'000) 

Raisins & 
Total Sultanas Currants Total 

135.3 3,256.6 2,357.2 5,613.8 
128.5 2,565.7 2,212.1 4,777.8 
114.9 2,487.0 2,160.8 4,647.8 
140.7 3,325.9 2,279.9 5,605.8 
132.0 3,160.1 2,021.4 5,181.5 
119.5 2.113.2 2,162.7 4,275.9 
128.9 2,286.2 1,897.8 4,184.0 
124.5 2,363.2 1,574.8 3.938.0 
121.9 2,481.4 1,626.6 4,108.0 
136.1 2,962.4 1,492.8 4.455.2 

and welcome. With the continuance of the 
present prices for the balance of this fruit it 
is generally considered that' the final return 
will be approximately £29 to £30 sweat-box 
for good quality fruit. The average for the 
crop will be under this. 
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POSITION 
CURRANTS 

The currant position has altered very little. 
The low rates (£25 per ton) ruling for th1s 
fruit in the United Kingdom today are based 
on the lower standard of grades for the 1938 
pack. The opinion of most packers is that 
the sweat-box return for 2-crown will be from 
£!9 to £20. However, the fact that we have 
practically sold out our large crop is one t'o 
be· thankful for, and the prospects for the 
good quality this year should be much better • 
Good quality Grecian currants are quoted to
day at 32/6 per cwt. for smalls .and up to 
3 8/6 per cwt. for finest bolds. As has often 
been stated in these columns, the immense 
Gre·cian production dominates the market, and 
it is of interest to note" several extracts from 
a report of the New York agent at the Cen
tral Currant Office, Athens, who states that 
the market there has strengthened as the re
sult of the Gennan agreement with Greece, 
and stronger prices would he maintained this 
year. He adds that "the outlook is bright, 
and that a bill is now about to be introduced 
which will, if it goes through, confine the 
management of the currant industry to the 
Government. This, it is expected, will termi
nate most satisfactorily the age-long problem 
of Greece.'' 

Prices in our other markets have not altered 
to any extent, excepting a rise of £1 per ton 
for Canada and New Zealand. The opening 
Commonwealth rate's for 1938 are being main
tained for new season fruit. 

LEXIAS 
With the cessation of the civil war in Spain 

we can anticipate an early resumption of the 
competition in London from Valencia. This 
can now be faced with much greater confi
dence, as the development of our seeded ra1sm 
trade, both here and in the United Kingdom, 
has been most encouraging. An increase of 
800 tons of lexias in the Commonwealth sales 
last year, and the sale of 350 tons in London 
immediately on landing, augurs well for this 
line, and it is anticipated that a considerably 
increased tonnage of seeded raisins will be sent 
there this year. 

The improvement in the processing of this 
article has been remarkable and it is of far
reaching value to the lexia grower whose re
turns were consistently low previous to the 
Spanish war. There was always "the end of 
the season" surplus that was more or less at 
the mercy of the trade. This year the average 
to date' for United Kingdom realisations is 
£48 per ton, with no demand for the 250 tons 
unsold. It would appear that this will not be 
deared until the seeding firms are ready to 
operate at around £28 per ton. 

With the development in processing we 
should in future be able to mend this position 
to some extent, and it is hoped, to the benefit 
of sweat-box returns. Leading packers have 
estimated that final returns to growers will be 
from £3 0 to £31 per ton. The ~ondon aver
age, of course, being materially offset by the 
lower rates ruling in other markets and the 
lower value indicated for the unsold parcel 1n 
London. Nevertheless, this is a very satisfac
tory return and one that we would like to feel 
was likely in the future: with the imminent 
return to normal Spanish exports. However, 
it is difficult to visualise the maint'enance of 
this excellent London average, and growers 
would be well advised to budget for this sea
son on a lower basis. 

Summary 
Summarising the general marketing position 

for vine fruits, it can be considered to be sat
isfactory and we can reasonably hope to quit 
the 1939 crop in good time. As stated pre
viously the American pro-rate policy is tP-e 
vital factor and we are anxious to know the 
further programme associated with this policy, 
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due for decision towards the end of this year, 
that will be adopted in regard to the large 
Government controlled surplus. 

Some very strong and growing ag1tation is 
developing from different sources to break 
down the Pro-rate Act. Not from the aspect 
of illegality, for it has stood the tests of the 
courts, but in the contention that it is not 
the solution to the over-producion problem. 
So while this large amount of fruit (90,000 
tons) is held it remains a definite danger tO 

the mdustry, especially when it is remembered 
what happened with the Government wheat 
surplus. 

MATURITY IN RELATION 
TO YIELD 

In this season of serious loss in the sultana 
crop the sound action by the Commonwealth 
Research Station at Merbein in advising grow
ers to take every advantage of the early matu
ration of fruit, and the danger of a quick col
lapse was of immense value to the industry. 
This service is one· that all growers should 
avail themselves of-with a view to gaining 
every day while the weather is favorable. A 

gain of more than a week over a normal sea
son was possible, and those who did not take 
the opportunity have suffered. The frequent 
use of the SacCharometer is well repaid, and 
the grower can follow the sugar even though 
it might involve a deal of changing about. 
Exhaustive tests made at the research station 
so'me years ago show how uneconomic hap
hazard fixation of the starting date and lack 
of care as to locality can .be. 

In the tests the fruit was weighed at the 
green and the dry stages, and the following 
results, expressed in tons of green fruit which 
yield one ton of dried fruit, are typical. 

(a) Sultanas (b) Zante Cur rams 
Baume. Green Fruit Baume Green Frmt 

1.-11.8'' 4.75 11.'' 4.87 
2.-12.1" 4.22 13.1" 4.10 
3.-13.2 3.69 13.3 4.17 
4.-13.8 3.47 14.5 2.93 
5.-14.15 3.40 14.75 2.80 
6.-14.2 3.42 16 2.52 
7.-14.75 3.31 16 2.58 

*Unripe. 

These figures indicate that there is a_n ap
proximate difference of one degree between 
currants and sultanas. Test number seven IS 

very close to the wilting point under average 
conditions, but the maximum Baume obtain
able without wilting shows considerable van
ation on different vineyards and in different 
seasons. The standard of his own block and 
the rate of ripening should be determined by 
each grower, by recording at least twice 
weekly tests over the ripening period. 

A comparison of the rate of ripening in dif
ferent seasons may be made from these re
cords and the levelling of the readings taken 
as an indication of ripeness. This should be 
an essential part of the harvesting preparation 
especially for those growers who like to delay 
picking with the view of gaining weight and 
are prepared to face the serious risk of bad 
weather in the latter period of the harvest as 
well as the rapid deterioration of over-matured 
fruit. It has been estimated that the losses 
caused by rain, both in auantity and quality 
of sultanas is greater than the aggregate of all 
other losses from hail, disease, and frost'. By 
a careful study of the conditions of the frmt 
it should be possible to avoid a good deal of 
this. 

In this respect we can appreciate the policy 
of the Nyah-Woorinen Research Committee, 
which body keeps growers advise·d along lines 
set' out above and recommends a starting date 
for harvest. 
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TREE FRUITS 
At the moment there is not much informa

tion available regarding the next Californian 
crop, but reports should be available before 
our next issue. 

Complete figures are now available with re
gard to the last season's crop in all countries 
and confirm the earlier statement that the 
apricot crop in all countries was very light. It 
seems a coincidence that California, South 
Africa and Australia should all have very 
short crops in the same year. The position of 
the different tree fruits produced in Australia 
at the moment is as follows:-

Apricots.-The 1939 crop finalised at not 
more than 60 per cent. of that of 193 8. Sales 
in Australia are well forward, and it is antici
pated that the whole pack will be sold in Aus
tralia and New Zealand, very little being 
available for the United Kingdom market. 

Peaches.---:'The late varieties are not yet de
livered to packing houses, but indications are 
that the crop will be equal to last season and, 
with the exception of perhaps some 1-crown, 
will all be sold in Australia and New Zealand. 
Sales in the Commonwealth to date are normal. 

Nectarines.-The crop is lighter than last 
season and will all be disposed of in the Com
monwealth and New Zealand. 

Pears.-These are slow in delivery and very 
little information is available at the moment. 

Prunes.-Owing to the severe heat-wave 
and most of the prunes being grown on non
irrigated land the crop is only .about 40 per 
cent. of normal and very definitely this fruit 
will be in short supply this year. Deliveries 
of sales to date are above normal and there 
should be· quite an early clean-up of the crop. 

PRUNE RETURNS 
The position of the prune industry previous 

to the A.D.F.A. taking over distribution is 
well -';n. The building up of the returns 

from less than one halfoenny per pound to~ 
it is anticipated, approximately £33/10/- per 
ton, is a feat to be proud of, and now that all 
States are brought into the solid organisation 
of this association growers are in a much 
stronger position than when each unit, even 
to the one grower unit, was acting indepen
dently. The quality has improved with the 
progress that has been made in the highly 
technical processing and growers are being 
materially assisted by the agricultural officers 
to produce a fruit most suitable for the trade. 
The problem of small prunes is a vexed one 
and every effort must be made to avoid the 
production of this unprofitable article. De
velopments in marketing control in the Unit
ed States are a factor towards stability of 
price and for the present season this is indi
cated, although prices are easing slightly. A 
nation-wide advertising campaign on this fruit 
is arranged and opened recently with a "Prune 
Week." 

COMMONWEALTH SALES 
Figures supplied by agents as at March 31 

disclose the following sales position:-

VlNE FRIDTS 
1939 193 8 1937 

Tons Tolls Tons 
Currants 315 272 277 
Sultanas 638 3% 525 
Lexias 

953 670 802 

TREE FRUITS 

1939 1938 1937 
Tons Tons. Tons 

Apricots 269 191 270 
Nectarines 8 15 6 
Peaches 38 57 52 
Pears - - 1 
Prunes 155 94 179 

- - -
470 357 508 

"WARATAH" Brand for 
The Man on the Land 

"W ARATAH" PRODUCTS ARE 100% AUSTRALIAN 
FROM THE IRON ORE TO THE FENCE 

Keep Australian Workmen Employed. An 
assured Home Consumption is your best mar
ket. 

Australians consume 60% of the total pri
mary production of the Commonwealth. 
A week's work for four Australian Work
men is created every time a mile of Australian 
Netting is sold. 

THEREFORE 

Specify 'W aratah' Brand 
WIRE NETTING 

TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
HINGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

ETC., ETC. 
AND SEE YOU GET IT 

Sold by All Leading Storekeepers 
MADE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 

B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS BROS. (Anst.) PTY. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: '422 Lit. Collins St., Melbourne 

Rylands Stand Behind Their Products 
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SEASONAL NOTES 
By A. V. LYON, B.Ag.Sc. 

T be Season.-We have been asked to discuss 
the present drying season, and also to indicate 

the special features of this season's operations. 

The hot' weather in January and February was 

exceptional. Such prolonged heat has not hap
pened previously, and most of the vineyards 
jn the districts were affected. January and 
early February records this year showed sev
eral unusual features. The intense heat dam

aged the bark of the canes and early in the 
season the little restrictions, which normally 
come much later, showed on the stalks of Lhe 

bunches. 

Average Beaume readings on representative 
holdings in the various settlements showed the 
readings to be a week to 10 days earlier than 
usual. Another unusual feature has been the 
very small berries, and it was quite· evident 
before harvest that the grapes were not grow
ing as regularly as usual. Once grapes have 
stopped growing or reached the stage of slow 
growth, full development does not take place. 
The features mentioned above were fairly gen
eral this year, and early harvesting, with the 
expectation of an early breakdown was there·
fore the best policy, except in a few cases 
of delayed development. We thus had this 
year, prior to the rain on February 2 5, a great 
many cases in which no further development 
of the grapes could take place, and very early 
harvesting was best from all points of view. 
This applies to both currants and sultanas, 
with the late developing varieties in a much 
better position. The heavy February rains, 
followed by lighter falls at about weekly m
tervals, brought wastage quickly and thor
oughly, and since then it has been a race to 
save as much of the fruit as possible. 

Fortunately general picking was at least a 
week earlier than usual, with individual cases 
where most of the crop was on the racks be
fore the rain. For future refere·nce it is men
tioned that in every season where pre-harvest 
damage has happened to the vines and their 
bunche·s, the breakdown of the berries has 
been earlier and more complete, particularly 
in this year of extreme heat damage and early 
maturity, those who harvested early have done 
best. One can sum up by stating that m 
most cases early harvesting was warranted, 
and it was a particularly fortunate policy as 
the early rains and wastage became manifest. 
Apart from the losses this year it must be re
membered that any delay when the grapes will 
develop little iJ any more is not sound and 
increases the chances of bad weather, for was
tage is always he·aviest on wilting and dam
aged vines. Steps are being taken to have a 
pre-harvest review of the seasonal conditions 
made each year in some settle·ments, and this 

will probably prove payable in the long run, 
as it is evident that some· of the losses which 
occurred this year could have been preve·nted. 

~Trellising And Pruning. - Our present 
methods of trellising a lot of canes on one 
wire can be criticised in its effect of mass1ng 
the bunches too close together. This results 
in malformation, checks development, and 
makes the grouped bunches much more sus
ceptible to rain damage. The T -piece trellis 
for sultana vines is not new, as vines were 
trellised in this way at least 2 5 years ago m 
the Mildura settlement. The method has al
ways been sound, and it is rather a wonder 
that it has not been more generally practised~ 
Recent measurements of the grapes on sul
tanas with aT-trellis showed that the crop m
creased in both quantity and quality, with the 
added advantage of early maturity. 

Disbudding Currants.- This year the dis
budded currants got through without January 
rains, and showed the improved quality in 
comparison to normal pruning. It is a mis
taken idea that disbudding must be accom
panied by loss in quantity. After one to two 
years of disbudding the increased size of the 
bunches compensates for the fruit on the 
small twigs taken off in the spring. This year 
the disbudded vines at the Mildura High 
School gave the heaviest crop. In any case 
losses by disbudding can be counteracted, even 
in the first year, by leaving more spurs (10-
12) on the vines which are to be treated. The 
real danger in disbudding lies in possible losses 
through January rains, as the well-developed 
bunches on treated vines always suffer most. 
.The currant crop this year shows improvement 
in both quantity and quality comp,_~ w1th 
previous years. There are very few cases of 
loss of yield, though a few vineyards wilted in 
the heat prior to harvest, and some over
loaded vines kept for late harvest developed 
mould. Most of the currant propertif-s 
showed early signs of wilt and were harvested 
before the rain. The cool weather after the 
rains kept the stalks moist and tough and 
there was little fall. Maximum losses of wilted 
fruit on the vines occurs in hot weatht:r, 
which makes the stalks brittle and results 111 

fall at picking and in strong winds. 

Autumn Development.-The rains, followed 
by cool weather, have kept the leaves in good 
order, and as irr~gation is now in progress, 
conditions for autumn development of the 
buds are satisfactory. Early loss of leaves or 
development of laterals through excessive dry
ness prior to irrigation are best avoided owing 
to interference wfth bud development. Except 
in isolated cases, there is little danger of this 
happening this year, though the effect of the 
heat-wave on the buds is still undisclosed. 

,elL LIS· CH~LMERS 
WORLD'S LOWEST ,PRICED FARM TRACTOR! 

THE NEW ALLIS CHALMERS MODEL "B" ... The model "B" 
is a real farm tractor ... pulls two or three furrow plough up to 
four miles an hour ... cultivates at twice the speed of horses ... 
handles ge-neral beltwork easily, 
Come in today and let us show you how this history-making new 
tractor and Quick-Hitch Implements will replace your horses ... 
at far less cost. This is your way to better living, better farming, 
and more profit. On Rubber £225 f.o.b. Melb. 

Local SVD MILLS MOTORS A. G. DUNOON 
Agents: Mildura Swan Hill 
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FINAL ACCOUNT SALES 
DIFFERENTIALS 

Growers will be aware of the practice now 
ruling in the Association whereby differentials 
are fixed at the beginning of the season for 
tree fruits_ (prunes excepted) and for vine 
fruits in regard to the medium and lower 
grades. For the higher quality fruits the dif
ferential is made subject to the possibility of 
increase should marketing development war
rant. The final date for any such alteration 
is fixed as for December 31. In view of the 
unusual season the Board has agreed to include 
3 -crown sultanas in the category for fixation 
of a minimum that will be subject to review 
as the season advances. The· details are as 
follow:-

CURRANTS 

4-crown over 2-cfown 
3-crown over 2-crown 

per ton 
£5 0 0 

2 0 0 
2-crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
1-crown under 2-CI'own __ . . . . 2 0 0 
:M.F. under 2-crown . . . . . . . . 4 0 0 

With the right to review 4-crown and 3-
crown differentials at a later date. 

SULTANAS 
5-crown over 2-crown .. 
4-crown over 2-crown . . . . . . 
3-crown over ::!-crown . . . . . . 

£10 
6 
2 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

2-crown . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
1-crown under 2-crown .. __ 2 0 U 
"Plain" under 2-crown . . . . 4 0 0 

w:th the right to review 5-crown and 4-
crown differentials at a later date. 

LEX IAS 
6-crown over 3-crown . . . . . . __ . 
.Seedless over 3-crnwn .. 

£8 0 
3 10 

0 
0 

5-crown over· 3-crown . . . . . . 
4-crown over 3-crown . . . . . . . . . 

3 
1 

0 0 
0 0 

3-crown . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Basis 
2-CI·own under 3-crown . . . . 5 0 

6-crown 
5-crown 
3-crown 

5-crown 
4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Slabs 
"Plain" 

Sweat Box Delivery Basis 
over 3-crown __ £6 0 0 
over 3-crown . . . . . . . . . 2 0 0 

Basis 
APRICOT'S 

Fancy 'Choice Standard 
perton perton 

Plus ~2.S Plus £22 Plus 
Plus £20 Plus £1.4 Plus 

per ton 
£16 
£10 

£4 \Plus £14 P:us £6 Plus 
'Plus £6 Plus £2 

Minus £i6 Minus 
Minus 
Minus 

Basis 
£10 
£4 

£10 
2-crown "!Standard" Basis. 

4-crown 
3-crown 
2·crown 
l·crown 
.Slabs 
'"Plain" 

PEACHES 
Plus £20 Plus £14 
Plus £14 Plus £.10 
Plus £6 Plus £4 

Minus £6 

2-crown "\Standard" Basis. 

5-crown 
4-crown 
3-crnwn 
2-crown 
1-crown 
.Slabs 
''Plain" 

NECTARINES 
Plus £316 ·Plus £30 

£:30 ·Plus £22 Plus 
'Plus 
Plus 

£22 Plus £16 
£12 Plus £8 

Minus ~8 

2·crown ''1Standard" Basis. 

4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
Sla·bs 
"'Plain" 

2-crown 

Plus 
Plus 
Plus 

PEARS 
£124 'Plus 
£16 Plus 
£10 Plus 

Minus 

"Standard" Basis. 

£18 
£12 

£6 
£6 

Plus £10 
Plus £6 

Basis 
Minus £10 
Minus £14 
Minus £1-4 

Plus £:22 
Plus £16 
Plus £,8 

Basis 
Minus H6 
Minus £16 
Minus £16 

Plus £12 
Plus £6 

Basis 
Minus £10 
Minus £10 
Minus £14 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS OF 
BRANCHES 

AURORA FRUITGROWERS' ASSN. 
' The practice of the Aurora Packing Com

pany executive in meeting growers at the an
nu·al ,meeting of their branch of the A.D.F.A. 
has value, and from the attendances at the· 
r~tent ·meetings, it is appreciated. The rou
tine· business of the branch having been dealt 
with, the chairman (Mr. S. G. Cutler) invited 
the managing director of the company (Mr. 
Bowen) to· address growers. 

Mr. Bowen said that the record pack of 
over 13,000 tons that had been handled by the 
company was of exceptional quality. Sales 
we're extremely well advanced. A bonus of 
15/- per ton would be paid as in previous sea
sons. 

Mr . .Bowen referred with feeling to the late 
Mr. A. L. Johnstone, and also to the late Mr. 
M·. ,,Young, secretary, and an original member 
of the· Au.t'ora Fruitgrowers' Association 
Committee. 

In a survey ; of the forward position he 
warned growers to ·make a careful control of 
thell- finances. Various Continental trade 
agreements had been an avenue· for deflection, 
of competing fruit, from the United Kingdom, 
Where· we had been left with the minimum of 
'Competition. Such a favorable position might 
continue to operate, but in the event of .any 
breakdown in the trade agreement between 
Germany and Turkey,. for instance, it could 
be anticipated that the latt'er's fruit would 
again be a strong competing factor in London. 

PROSPECTS FOR THIS SEASON 
·J Referring to prospects for the coming sea
son, Mr. Bowen stated that, as far as the 
United Kingdom market was concerned, the 
st'atistical position was .as good as .could be de
sired. From information already given to the 
meeting, only 1600 tons of Smyrna fruit had 
been shipped to the United Kingdom during 
the past season, and it was not anticipated 
that any further shipments would compete 
with the remainder of our fruit yet to sell. 

·Unless Persian fruit came in in any quan
tity A:ustralian growers should have the mar
ket practically to themselves until September 
or October next, by which date old stocks 
should be cleared, as well as a substantial pro
portion of the new season's pack. 

It was difficult to advise concerning the 
prospects for the New Zealand market, but 
Mr. Bowen believed that sales this season 
would be at least equal to those of last year. 
Sales to that market were not heavy in 1938~ 
but he was hoping that the issue of import' 
licences would at least permit .of an ave'rage 
of the last two . seasons, whereby they would 
be able to ship a larger quantity than was 
shipped last year. 

Reports in hand from the Canadian market 
indicated definitely that the majority of buy
ers were starting off the year with bare board:), 
consequently it could be expected that sales 
to Canada (prices, of course, being competi
tive) would revert to normal figures. 

TRIBUTE .TO MARKETING BOARD 
The general manager of the company (IVfr. 

Cleary) at this stage informed the meeting of 
the statistical position concerning sales of the 
1938 season's pack in the United Kingdom. 
Figures quoted dealt with shipments and sales 
of 1937 fruit and provided interesting com
parison and, in no small way, further empha
sised the value of control through the London 
agency of the Australian Dried Fruits Board. 
Mr. Cleary expressed the opini.on that the 
Board, both. in Australia and in Lcmdon, had 
this year excelled itself, and he paid a special 
tribute to the marketing ability of Mr. W. P. 
Caro. 

It was pointed out that sales of Australian 
sultanas of 1937 pack in the United Kingdom, 
.as at February, 1938, were 18,362 tons, 
whilst, at the same date m- 1939, sales re
c.orded through the London agency of the Aus-
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CROP LOSS IN THE 
MILDURA DISTRICT 

Some highly exaggerated reports having ap
peared in a prominent Melbourne paper re
garding the losses from seasonal c-onditions in 
the :Mi.ldura district, the following figures 
were prepared after an analysis of the position. 

They .are set' out as they appeared in "Sun
raysia Daily" and are of general interest as a 
review of the averages in yield. 

Compared with the 193 8 record sultana 
crop of 41,370 tons, this season's crop is esti
mated to be down one-third, or 13,790 tons, 
leaving 27,580 tons. The price for this year's 
crop will be reduced ·by one grade, or £2 per 
ton. On those figures the loss would be 
£55,160 for the sultana crop as c.ompar·e·d with 
the previous year. 

It is estimated that of the 13,790 tons loss 
9190 tons were lost during the heat-wave and 
4600 through the rains. Valued at £25 per 

tralian Dried Fruits Board showed a total of 
31,198-an increase of nearly 13,000 tons in 
favor of last season. 

The speaker pointed out that sales o{: sul
tanas made in England so far accounted for 
approximately half the annual total consump
tion o.f the British Isles, and that, when the 
balance of 1938 shipments was sold (10,500 
tons at date) Australia would have supplied 
two-thirds of the requirements of the United 
Kingdom-a tribute to the methods employed 
today by the growers in Australia, supp.orted 
by the whole-hearted assistance of all packers. 
These efforts, however, would count for lit'tle 
had it not been for the sales organisation as
sociated with the London agency of the .Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board. 

Mr. Cleary stated that, in his opinion, it 
was a remarkable achievement to open prices 
in London in May, 1938, for a certain type 
of fruit which was heavy in supply, and 12 
months later be able to take a rise of 6d to 
1/- per cwt. for the same type of fruit-only 
nearly;,ti~- months older. · 

ton, less £5 per ton not required for harvest
ing charges, the loss amounts to £275,800. 

The rains increased the harvesting cost by 
£1 per t.on on three-quarters of the sultana 
crop, which amounted to an additional 
£20,68 50 

The total loss of crop, loss of grade, and 
incre·ased cost of hdrvesting is £3 51,64 5. 

U.K. STOCK RISES 
From this amount must be subtracted the 

value of an increased crop of 1000 tons of 
currants at £20 per ton, or £20,000. 

Also must be subtracted from the loss the: 
increased value of 10,000 tons of sultanas 1n. 
the United Kingdom held over from last year .. 
This fruit has risen £3 per ton in value as a. 
result of the current seasonal conditions. 

This fruit is now worth £30,000 more than 
previously, and the amount, plus the value of 
the increased currant crop, deducted fr.om the· 
estimated loss of £3 51,645, leaves a net loss 
of £301,645 compared with the 1938 record' 
crop. 

When the estimated loss is compared with 
the average"for the past :five years it is reduced 
consider~bly. Here are the figures:-

Total. 
Year Cm·rants Sultanas Lexias (Tons) 
1'934 7,750 27,629 3,975 39,354 
1935 9,456 26,929 3,669 40,054 
1936 4,455 30,468 4,585 39,508. 
1937 8,366 32,240 4,419 45,025 
1938 9,628 41,870 5,160 56,158. 

-- -- -- -
Total . . 39,655 158,686 21,808 220,099· 
Average 7,931 81,727 4,362 44,020 
Est. 1989 10,500 27,600 4,500 42,600 

Decrease of 1,420· 
At an average price of. £22 per t'on the l.oss 

then, as coinpare"d with the previous five years, 
is £31,240. 

PACKING BUSINESS CHANG,ES HANDS 
The packini business of Messrs. Swallow 

and Ariel! Ltd., which has been operative m 
the Mildura district for the past 3 0 years, has 
,bJ;!en ·taken oveF by the Irymple Packing Pty. 
Ltd. 'Mr. G .. RiChardson will continue as pack
ing manager. · 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
--Dried and Fresh Fruit--

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST C·OMING HARVEST 

BUY CANADIAN PRODUCTS 
CANADA BOUGHT 15,996 TONS 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUIT IN 1937. 

Empire Reciprocity is the Key to Empire Success 
The following Canadian Products are widely known to Australian Buyers:

BRAKE LININGS, BUILDING 
BOARDS, SAWS, ELECTRIC 

WASHING MACHINES, DOLLS. 

ASK YOUR 1RADER TO STOCK CANADIAN PRODUCTS. 

Canadian Government Trade Commissioner 
Box 196C G.P.O., Melbourne. Box 3952V, G.P.O., Sydney. 
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West Australian Dried Fruits Board 
REPORT FOR 1938 

During the year ended December. 31, 1938, ten monthly meetings of the Board 
were held, the first meeting of the newly constituted Board being held on March 
11, 1939. 

The bi-ennial elections were held on Jan
uary 24, 1938, in compliance with the· regula
tions gazetted under the Dried Fruits Act 
1926-1937, and Messrs. L. N. H1sluck, H. E. 
Feutrill, G. McD. Edgecombe and L. W. Ham 
were declared elected for the term expiring on 
December 31, 1939. 

On March 31, 1938, under the authority of 
1:he Governor in Executive Coun::::il, the ap
pointment of Mr. A. H. Dickson, as chairman, 
and Mr. L. N. Hasluck, as deputy chairman, 
was approved. All meetings have been fully 
.attended, with the exception that the chair
man was in the eastern States when the May 
meeting was held, and Mr. Edgecombe was ab
sent from the September meeting owing to an
other engagement. 

AMENDED LEGISLATION 
Reference was made in the 1937 annual re

port to the submission to Parliament in the 
I 9 3 7 session of a bill for the renewal and 
amendment of the Dried Fruits Act. The bill 
was pas5ed and became effective until March 
31, 1940. 

The principal amendments provide for a 
Board of five members, as hitherto, but in
stead of all members now being the subject of 
election by growers, four only are thus elected, 
while the chairman aS the other member is the 
subject of appointment by the Governor. Those 
growers only who are on the electoral roll of 
the State Legislative Assembly are eligible to 
vote in the Board elections. 

Immediately after the election of the pre
sent Board at the r·equest of the Department 
. of Agriculture, consideration was given to the 
revision and consolidation of the regulations 
under the Act, and these were approved and 
,gazetted, after consulting with the Crown 
Law Department, in May 193 8. 
GROWERS' CONTRIBUTION FOR 1938 

Taking into account the Board's financ1al 
position, at the close of the annual accounts 
for I937, and having regard to the expressed 
wish that all State Boards should have a uni
form levy, it was agreed to fall into line and 
fix same at 5/- per ton for 1938, thus making 
a reduction of I Od per ton compared with the 
year 1937. 

REGISTERED PACKING HOUSES 
The annual renewal licences were granted 

to the seven registered packing houses, viz.: 
Swan Settlers' Co-operative Society Ltd., West 
Swan D.F. Packing Co., Copleys Bank Ltd., 
E. Harrison, Vista Ltd .. , A. E. Watt, Cox 
Bros. 

An application by the Swan Vignerons Co
operative Society Liinited for a licence to 
ope·rate a packing house received attention, and 
was rec'Ommended. Upon submission of the 
Board's decision to the Department of Agri
culture, the Han. the Minister refused ap-

prova:l, on the ground principally that he 
thought there were sufficient registered. 

W.A. 1938 PACK 
According to the returns received from the 

registered dealers on behalf of the seven reg
istered packing houses, the pack of W.A. dried 
vine fruits for I93 8 amounted to: 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 

1938 1937 1936 
tons 

201J 
453 
230 

tons 
1971 

370 
284 

tons 
2062 
465 
282 

2696 2625 2809 

ORDERLY MARKE;TING 
The aguement entered into between the 

registered dealers in W.A. and the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association, to maintain the or
derly marketing of dried fruits, as was done 
in the other producing States of the Common
wealth, which operated for the· 1937 season, 
consequent on the adverse legal decision 
against the Federal Government in the James 
action, was renewed for 1938, and it is be
lieved will be so for I939. Such arrangement, 
in the opinion of the Boa1·d, is of untold value 
to growers. 

PUBLICITY 
The Board has been a party to what is 

known as the Joint Publicity Committee, 
which functions on behalf of the Boards of 
the four producing States, by advertising, 
travelling vans, window displays, etc., with the 
aim of increasing the use and consumption of 
dried fruits within the Commonwealth . 

Anangemen ts made provided for special 
window displays of dried fruits in various 
grocers' shops in Perth and suburban districts, 
and these are being continued under the dir
ection of display specialists. 

Exhibits accompanied by suitable litho
graphs and informative designs, were made at 
the Northam District and Royal Agricul
tural Shows, under the auspices of the· Board. 

Although late in the year, when most of the 
high-grade fruits had been disposed of, Messrs. 
Dried Fruits Ltd. and Foster White and Co. 
came to the assistance of the Board, and are 
thanked for making .a quantity of dried fru:ts 
available for display at the· Exhibition of Local 
Products undertaken by the Department of 
Industrial Development, Perth. 

In response to a request that suitable 
samples of dried fruit produced in W.A. 
might be on view in the Agent-General's office 
in London, _the Board made inquiries and con
veyed through the Department of Industrial 
Development the names of the representatives 
of the W.A. ·exporters who might be able to 
help in the direction indicated. 

At the request of the registered dealers, 
ewing to the falling off of demand and sales 

of dried fruits, the Board undertook a special 
advertising campaign in the .. We·st Austra
lian" to induce active purchase of same, with 
the near approach of the I93 8 Christmas sea
son. 

The interest of the womenfolk has been 
sought through the Country Women's Jour
nal, to promote· the use of dried fruits con
tained in the numerous recipes therein, 

INTERSTATE CONFERENCE OF DRIED 
FRUIT BOARDS 

Conseauent on the decision of the Consul
tative Committee (the executive of the· State 
Be-ards, viz. the chairman of each Board) to 
hold an interstate conference in Sydney on 
May 19, 1938, the Board appointed the 
chairman and secretary to attend. Important 
matters were listed for discussion, such as. leg
islation, agreement with the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association for marketing, general sur
vey of the industry, etc . 

Prior to that conference·, the Common
wealth Agricultural Council had met at Can
berra, and amongst other matters had decided 
in favor of desirability of uniformity of dried 
fruit legislation in the producing States. 

After the interstate conference in Sydney, 
the secretaries of the four State Boards met in 
Melbourne and exhaustively examined the re
spective State Acts and Regulations, and the 
result of their deliberations was then submit
,ted to the Consultative Committee meeting 
in Adelaide, early in June, the· Board's chair
m2.n being in attendance. As the outcome oi 
all these meetings, full information of the 
proceedings was made available to the Board 
members, and after consideration of same at 
the August meeting, the Board's recommenda
tions as to the desired amendments of the Act 
and Re-gulations were sent on to the Hon. 
the Minister for Agriculture for approval. 
These are referred to in detail in the minutes 
of the August 1938 meeting of the Board, 
copies of which were sent to the registered 
packing houses and could be perused by .any 
growers desiring to do so. 

Summarising the position of dried fruit 
legislation arising out of the conferences re
ferred to, amending Acts, having regard to 
uniformity, have been passed in Victoria and 
South Australia. The N.S.W. Board has ad
vised that its proposed legislation should be 
submitted to Parliament during the next ses
sion, while the W.A. Board awaits the de·cision 
of the Han. the lvfinister for Agriculture as 
to its recommendations. 

In the Victorian and South Australian 
Acts, it is noted that it is now provided that 
the revenue necessary for those State Boards 
to function is to be collected through the 
registered packing houses or their agents, and 
probably that method will be followed in New 
South Wales and Western Australia. 

REGISTRATION OF DEALERS 
Although applications were received from 

two traders for registration as dealers, the 
Board decided not to grant same·, being of the 
opinion that the dealers already registered 
could adequately market the whole of the 
dried vine fruits produced in Western Aus
tralia. 
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APPOINTMENT OF INSPECTORS 

The Board discussed the questicn of the ap
pointment of the inspectors, acting under· the 
Chief State Supervising Officer on behalf of 
the Federal Department of Commerce, bear
ing in mind that the Board shared in the cost' 
of their services, in so far as the quantity of 
W.A. produced dried fruit was disposed of 
within the Commonwealth. 

The Department, upon being approached, 
contended that it must retain full control of 
the inspectors, to ensure compliance with the 
Federal regulations, but the Board could ap
point inspectors for State purposes if it de
sired, provided it bore all the cost. 

PRICE OF FERTILISERS 

Upon the attention of the Board being 
drawn to the high cost of blood and bone fer
tilisers required .by dried fruit growers in com
parison with other manures, and that such 
from an analysis point of view contained less 
fertilising value than formerly, the Depart
ment of Agriculture was approached, and 
promise has been given that the matter will 
receive investigation. 

CONFERENCE WITH REGISTERED 
PACKERS AND AGENTS 

A detailed report of the proceedings of a 
conference held by the Board with representa
tives oi the registered ,dealers and packing 
houses on November 18, 1938, is given in the 
minutes of the Board meeting held that day, 
copies of which have been sent to all the 
packing houses and may be seen by growers. 

Some important aspects of the industry 
were dealt with, especially the question of 
door classification oi growers~ fruit. Other 
matters discussed were the construction and 
maintenance of packing houses, weighing o£ 
sweat boxes, voluntary agreement for 193.9, 
progress reports of sale of fruit and sulphur
ing of fruit. 

In the course of discussion, it' was under
stood that the system of classification of 
growers' fruit at doors, where samples had 
been displayed, had worked fairly satisfactorily 
dUring the past year. 

It was intended that for 19 3 9 the packers 
should appoint' a special officer to supervise 
the classification at all the registered packing 
houses, and it was hoped the proposals would 

INCO•ME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

EXPEINDIT'ORE 
1938--[)ec. 31st: 

To 1Secretar:a1 . . . . _ _ . . . . . . 
·Conference EXpenses . . . . . 
Board Mem"bers' Fees & Erxs. 
General EXpenses . . . . . . . 
Printing and ;Stationery ... 
Inspection F'ees . . . . . . . . 
Scrutinising Imports . . . . . 
;p·ostages and Telegrams ... 
Audit F'ee; . . . . . . __ 
Publicity . . . . . . 
Election Expenses 

£ s. d. 
£200 0 0 

102 4 0 
90 9 0 
21 14 10 
19 8 d 

243 6 g 
46 0 0 

9 1::1 .l:l 
4 0 0 

34 14 0 
8 6 1 

£778 16 0 

prove effective. Certain difficulties as to delay 
to growers in delivery and re~urn of sweat 
boxes might pres~nt themselves, and have to 
be overcome so far as possible. 

As to the sulphuring of fruit, growers are 
advised to refrain from the practice because· 
of the inevitable reaction in lower prices on 
sale. 

ILLICIT DEALING IN DRIED FRUJTS 

Owing to some growers possibly not being 
aware of their obligations under the dried 
Fruits Act and Regulations, the Board wishes 
to call attention to the fact that any person 
who produces either currants, sultanas or 
lexias for sale or barter, is not free to dr.:al 
with them, but must deliver such fruit to one 
of the packing houses mentioned earlier in this 
report as being registered by the· Board, for 
processing, packing and disposal. On no ac
count is a storekeeper or private person allow
ed to buy from a grower direct. Warnings to 
this effect have been given previously. 

In view of the facilities provided by the 
Board under the dried fruit legislation for 
proper treatment of growers' dried fruits and 
disposal to the best advantae-e of all concerned 
in the industry, any breach of the Act and 
Regulations that. is brought to the knowledge 
of the Board, either through the departmental 
inspectors or growers will be viewed seriously. 

GENERAL 

The total production of over 90,000 tons 
of dried vine fruits during 1938 has proved a 
record for Australia, and prices have been low, 
particularly for currants. The consumption 
within the Commonwealth is approximately 
14,000 tons only. 

The· Board feels justification therefore in 
strongly discouraging any increase in plant
ings, with the difficulty that is constantly 
being experienced in finding a market over
seas for any excess production. 

:The members of the Board ar:e unanimous 
in acknowlede:ing the services rendered by the 
secretary of the Board (Mr. E. H. Rosman). 
Mr. Rosman has watched the interests of the 
Board and of the drie·d fruit industry in a 
most commendable and courteous manner. 

For and on behalf of the Board, 

(Signed) A. H. DICKSON, 
Chairman. 

FOR YEAR ENDED D-ECEMBER 31, 1938 

INCOME 

19318-Dec. 31st: 
By Packing Shed Regist. Fees 

Growers' Gontributions 
Bank Interest . . . . . . 
Balance (excess of expendi~ 

ture over .income) . . . . 

£ s. d. 

7 0 0 
680 18 6 
11 0 0 

79 17 6 

£788 16 0 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT D•ECEMBER 31, 1938. 

L,IABJ!LITTEiS 
£ s. d. 

Sundry Creditors . . . . . . . . . . 2'2 10 0 
Erxcess of Assets over Liabilities 1293 18 5 

AS;SETS 
£ s. d. 

,Cash in hand . . . . . . 4 14 0 
Cash at Bank-

'Current Account ... 595 13 4 
Fixed Deposit . . . • 400 0 0 

-Sundry Debtors for Growers' Con~ 
99•5 13 4 

tributions . . . . . . . . . . __ .. 307 6. 1 
Office FUrniture . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 1-5 0 

£13lc6 8 5 I £1:316 8 , 

I certify that the above Balance "Sheet is correct according to the Books and documents 
produced. 2nd March, 1'939. (•S.igned) IS. A. TAYILOR.. Auditor General. 

DRIED FRUIT QUOTAS 
The Consultative Committee Of- the State 

Dried Fruits Boards which recently met in 
Melbourne recommended to the State Boards 
for adoption, the home_ consumption quotas 
for dried fruit produced in the season 1939. 
The Boards have since made recommendatiOn& 
to the State Ministers for Agriculture that de
terminations accordingly be made as required 
by legislation in each of the producing States. 

In arriving at the quotas, the Committee 
made survey of the figures showing the ag
gregate production in the year 1938 as well as 
exports overseas and sales within Australia.. 
These were taken in relation to the estimate 
of the production for the year 1939. Th1s 
estimate indi:_'ated that, given favorable cli
matic conditiom during the drying period, the 
present season should provide· another year or 
heavy production and about only 5! per cent~ 
short of last year, whch was a year of a re
cord pack. 

In respect to the particular varieties, last 
year's pack of approximately 20,700 tons of 
currants should be exceeded this year by 1600 
tons, whereas sultanas (which represent from 
60 per cent. to 65 per cent. of the total nor
mal pack), will be approximately 4700 tons 
short of last year's record production of 
62,6 50 tons, and lexias are expected to exceed 
the 1938 pack of 8350 tons by approximately 
300 tons. In dried tree fruits, it is estimated 
that the crop of peaches, nectarines and pears 
will show little variation from last year s 
figures. 

In regard to prunes and apricots, however,. 
the position is obscure and the estimates taken 
may be subject to substantial variations as the 
season advances. For this reason the commit
tee in recommending a home consumption 
quota of 60 per cent. for prunes and 70 per 
cent. for apricots, has pointed out to the State 
Boards that the quotas for these two varieties 
should be considered as tentative only. As. 
soon as more reliable information is available 
in regard to production figures, the prune and 
apricot quotas will be reviewed. 

The following are the quotas as recom
mended for all varieties. 

Currants 
Sultanas 
Lexias 
Prunes 
Peaches 
Apricots 
Nectarines 
Pe·ars 

121% 
121% 
40% 
60% 
50% 
70% 
60% 
25% 

N ote,_..:.Since the above estimates were
made, climatic conditions have seriously af
fected the sultana yidd. To what extent can, 
be ascertained only as the season advances. 

SOMETIDNG DIFFERENT 
"Have· you any dried fruit?" 
"No. We don't sell them." 
"Do you sell raisins?" 
"Oh, yes." 
:The above is an actual conversation heard". 

in a prominent grocer's shop, King's Cross, 
Sydney. It certainly proves that persistence· 
on the part of the customer is necessary in 
some cases, and that grocery education is de
sirable.-From the ''South Australian Grocer.·· 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in .packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried F~its 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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Preparation in Australia of Dried 
Fruits for the United Kingdom 

Sulphured Sultanas Not In Favor 
Extracts from a letter sent to the Control Board by its Appraiser in London (Mr. 
W. Caro) are of special interest, particularly in view of the recent tendency in 
some centres of production to try out this very doubtful process via medium of 
the dip tank. Fortunately, all official advice was against the practice, and this 
backed by the comments of Mr. Caro, should put an end to the incipient danger. 

In his letter, Mr. Caro states, inter alia:- CURRANTS 
In reading the minutes of the 16th annual I was seriously concerned to note that there 

meeting of the Federal Council of the appears to be an impression in Australia that 
A.D.F.A. I have carefully considered the vari- currants with "tails" (stems) on them are not 
ous discussions which took place regarding the unpopular on this market, and are acceptable 
production .and processing of sultanas, cur- to buyers; furthermore, it is inferred that a 
rants and lexias, with particular reference to better price can be obtained for unstemmed 
U.K. requirements, and was concerned to note currants than for the cleaned article. 
that there appeared to be a number of incor- I feel that I should point out that these im
rect impressions as to buyers' likes and dis- pressions are incorre·ct and misleading, as un-
Iikes throughout the U.K., viz.:- stemmed currants on this market are most 

SULPHURING OF SULTANAS unpopular and difficult of sale. 
This has been the subje:::·r of correspondence Many years ago, there was quite an appre-

.in the past, and in my report to you dated ciable percentage of the choicest Vostizza 
December 3, 1936, I expressed my views on currants shipped to this market with 
sulphured sultanas, viz.:- the stalks on, tQe Greeks claiming that t.hts 

"During the season a number of parcels fruit was so delicate it would not stand the 
were carefully examined by me· when ap- necessary machining to remove the ''tails." 
praising and were noted in our appraisement Today, Vostizza currants with the stems on 
records as "appears to be sulphured.' On ar- are practically a thing of the past, and their 
rival this fru:t opened up brighter and shipments to the United Kingdom are very 
lighter in color than is usual in our high- small indeed. 
grade sultanas, but in a cOrr"'.arative"ly short It is certainly the case that a percentage of 
time it was very noticeable that these sul- A,ustralian currants that come to this market 
phured sultanas, on being re-sampled, showed are inclined to be stalky, but it is noticeable 
distinct signs of age and lacked the brightness every season that the stalky parcels are the 
and life of Australian sultanas treated w~thout most difficult of sale and rarely obtain the 
sulphur. same price as properly cleaned parcels. 

"I re·port this because I am strongly of the I feel that you would like me to re-state 
belief that the increasing popularity of Aus- briefly my views on this point and on other 
tralians sultanas is very largely due to the ex- points affecting the marketing of currants in 
cellent keeping qualities of our fruit. this country, viz:-

«It is generally recognised throughout the ( 1) Australian currants should be graded 
Unite·d Kingdom that Cretan, Greek and Cali- and carefully riddled into three sizes: Genuine 
fornian golden bleached sultanas (these three holds, genuine· mediums, genuine smalls. 
growths are usually sulphured) do not retain (2) Currants should be, as near as possible, 
their brightness like Australian sultanas and, entirely free from stalks. 
as a result, buyers will not take a long view (3) Unless it is absolutely necessary, cur-
with sulphured fruit, where·as they freqnently rants should never be washed. 
do with Australian sultanas and this, I again ( 4) On no account whatsoever should cur
reiterate, I am of the opinion is largely due rants be showelled and/ or processed, as pro
to their excellent keeping qualities." cessed, oiled or treated fruit is very unpopular 

I feel I should point out that I have no and the most difficult of sale of any type of 
reason whatsoe·ver to change these views, as currant shipped to the United Kingdom. 
I have not seen any sulphured Australian sui- ( 5) It would certainly be desirable for our 
tanas that could be considered desirable from Victorian and South Australian currants to 
a United Kingdom market point of view. contain slightly more moisture providing same 

However, it is noted with much interest did not affect the keeping qualities, as buyers 
that experiments have been carried out in prefer a softer currant to the dried-out article. 
Australia, whereby sulphured fruit that has Wherever possible, bloom should be aimed at, 
been kept from two to three years in Austra- as this always enhances the value of the article. 
li.a has retained its light color and shown no (6) Low-grade· Australian currants-parti
sign of crystallising or age. Maybe a new cularly M.F. type~o a lot of harm to the 
process has been found, or possibly climatic Australian currant trade, but it is, of course, 
conditions in Australia have a different effect recognised that this low-g-rade fruit is largely 
from those in the U.K., because sulphured sui- due to seasonal conditions. 
tanas of all types shipped to the U.K. do not Summing up, if producers can aim at the· 
retain their brightness or keeping qualities as above, better prices and quicker sales should 
do the Australian sultanas treated in the usual be obtained for Australian currants through-
manner without sulphur. out the United Kingdom. 

15 

LEXIA RETURNS TO 
GROWERS 

Several inquiries have been made by grow
ers as to why the 1937 final sweat-box returns 
for lexias are so much lower than the average 
price received on London realisations. Some 
small lots of specially prepared fruit are re
ported to have sold at over £70 per ton, but 
the benefit of this over the pool would not be 
great, and the average of approximately £47 
per ton is the board figure. An analysis of 
the following example of how the final return 
is made up is set out and it is obvious where 
the difference in the amounts occurs. The 
figures are to the nearest approximation and 
are as follow:-

LEXIA POOL 1937 
Sales: 

Commonwealth: 46% at £42/2/
U.K., 21% at £47 
Canada and N.Z., 33% at £32 . 

Average: £39/15/-, f.o.b. 

£19.34 
£9.87 

£10.56 

£39.77 

The charges for packing, freight, hardening 
off, etc., and the loss for stems on the delivered 
weight would reduce this to £30 per ton. An 
unusual feature of this return is the higher 
realisation in the United Kingdom than in the 
Commonwe·alth, and it might be asked why 
this position was not more fully exploited. The 
explanation is the policy of the industry to 
keep all its markets fully supplied in accord
ance with the valuable treaty arrangements, 
and to ensure that every grower obtains an 
equitable share of all markets. This policy has 
been amply justified over a long period and 
has created a goodwill that is of immense value 
to growers. 

Packing Houses Destroyed in 
Murrumbidgee Area 

By an unfortunate coincidence two disas
trous fires have created a difficult position at 
Y enda, where the Yenda Producers' Co-oper~ 
ative packing house and ice plant was com
pletely destroye·d, .and at Leeton, where the 
Producers' Co-operative Distributing Society's 
packing plant was also burnt out, within a 
few days. It is stated that both companies 
are fully insured and that re-building wdl 
t.ake place. Mr. E. J. Hudson, Chairman of 
Directors of the Yenda Company, who 1s a 
member of the Board of Management of the 
A.D.F.A., has estimated the damage at £8000. 
A feature of the loss at the Le·eton company 
was that of some £2000 worth of tents ustd 
for the fumigation of citrus trees. Fortunately 
arrangements for handling fruit have been 
made with other units in the· area, thus avoid
ing a serious possibility of heavy transport 
costs to more distant processing plants. 

The remarkable coincidence gave reason to 
feel that the fires were the work of an incen
diary, .and the Griffith Producers' Packing 
Company took special precautions to guard 
their premises. Doubled night patrols were 
instituted and special watch kept on an im
mense stack of 75,000 canning boxes. How
ever, from police inquiries and a full investi
gation into the causes, it is now considered 
that both fires were caused accidently. 
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VICTORIAN DRIED 
FRUITS BOARD MEETING 

Levy Reduced to 4/3 Per Ton 
In connection with the payment of graders 

to supervise· the classing of dried fruits .at the 
packing house door, for which purpose the 
Board had asked that the Minister approve 
of the appointment of ten graders, the chair
man reported that Cabinet had approved ot 
the appointment of eight and that the Com
merce Department would bear the cost of an 
additional one. This request followed upvn 
a conference which the"' Board had with the 
Victorian packers and growers where a unani
mous request was made that .additional grad
ers be appointed. 

A report by Senior Inspector Walsh regard
ing the illegal sale of unprocessed fruit by a 
grower in the Euroa district was read and the 
Board decided on a prosecution. The chief 
fruit inspector intimated that the secretary's 
suggestion that riddle gauges should be issued 
to inspectors had -been adopted. Reports by 
Senior Inspector Walsh regarding large con
signments of grub infested fruit and the ac
tion he had taken to have the fruit fumigated 
were received. 

In view of the poor prune crop, it was de
cided to withdraw until the 1940 season the 
regulation eliminating prunes of over 120 to 

the lb. from the pack and restricting the· can
ning of certain varieties. 

Consideration was given to the estimates, 
and the Board decided to reduce the levy to 
4/3 pel" ton. Satisfaction was expressed by 
all members at the work of the various 
Boards' secretaries in obtaining a basis upon 
which a uniform levy could be instituted. 

The chairman reported that the draft Vtc
torian regulations were also complete-d. The 
New South Wales regulations would be: al
most uniform with the Victorian regulations 
and the South Australian Board would adopt 
any amendments necessary to their regula
tions. 

It was decide-d that, after this season, 
classers would not be licensed unless they had 
passed an examination to prove their :fitness 
for the position. 

The Board was informed that considerable 
trouble was now being experienced from the 
mis-description of fruit in grocers' windows. 
It was decided a circular should be sent' to all 
grocers' trade journals, drawing attention to 
the regulation regarding the labelling of fruit 
and thereafter to re-institute prosecutions for 
breaches of the regulations. Applications for 
packing house registrations for 1939 were 
considered, and recommended for the approval 
of the Governor-in-Council. 

THE MARCH MEETING HELD AT 
SHEPPARTON 

The Victorian Dried Fruits Board, on 
March 27th, met at Shepparton for the first 

DRIED FRUIT FOR 
DISTILLATION 

Non-irrigated Currants 
Eligible for Bounty 

The following letter has been received from 
the Acting Minister for Trade and Customs, 
Senator George McLeay: 

Canberra, A.C.T., March 15, 1939. 
The SecretarY., A.D.F.A., Melbourne, 

Dear Sir.- With further refere·nce to my 
telegram of March 9, 1939, and in reply to 
your communication of March 9, 1939, re
garding damaged currants, I desire to intimate 
that after further review of the circumstances, 
it has bee·n decided to allow such fruit to be 
processed under departmental supervision for 
the production of fortifying spirit which may 
be used in the manufacture of wine eligible 
for bounty under the Wine Export Bounty 
Act 1934. 

This concession applies to the non-irrigated 
area of South Australia only, and the follow-

time in the Board's history. A Mayoral re
ception was tendered· to the chairman and 
members of the Board by the Mayor of Shep
parton (Councillor J. Pick). At the recep
tion, the chairman paid tribute to the great 
assistance rendered to the industry by Mr. J. 
McDonald, M.L.A., who is himself a fruit
grower. 

At the meeting, the chairman reported that 
the Department of Commerce would in future 
keep the Board posted of any proposed alter
ations in its regulations so as to ensure that 
the Board's and the Departme'nt's regulations 
were in harmony. Mr. Davey reported that, 
on behalf of the Board, he had attended the 
grade-fixing at Mildura. It was the aim o£ 
the Department of Commerce to keep the 
grades as close as possible to those of the pre
ceding year, but it was difficult to achieve 
this in the lower grades. The chairman re
ported that Mr. D. D. Brown, Orchard Sup
ervisor at Swan Hill, had been appointed a 
part-time inspector under the Dried Fruits 
Act. The Board, in response to a letter from 
the Consultative Committee, decided that it 
would not agre·e to allow export credit for de
teriorated 193 8 Commonwealth quota prunes. 
A request was received from a New South 
Wales packer to buy unurocessed prunes in 
Victoria. The Board approved of the secre
tary's action in declining to grant such per
mission. A report from the New South 
Wales Board, giving details of the inspections 
made by its inspector during the last twelve 
months, was read with with interest by mem
bers. 

After its meeting, the Board met growers, 
and inspected the packing houses in the Gaul
burn Valley dist~ict. 

ing item has been added to the schedule of 
grape prices fixed by the Minister under the 
provisions of the Wine Export Bounty Act 
1934 for all districts in South Australia other 
than River Murray districts: 

· Variety Baume per ton 
Zante Currants,. certified by 

an qfficer as unfit for dry
ing purposes, used for dis
tillation purposes only and 
entirely processed under 
Departmental supervision 12 £4/15/

l'he question of the use of damaged or in-
ferior dried fruits in the wine industry will 
be considered toWards the conclusion of vin
tage as has been the case in previous years. 
The officers of my department and represen
tatives of the wine industry ,generally wiil 
then have· more complete information avail
able in regard to quantity of wine grapes for 
which an outlet can be obtained, having in 
mind the prospects of the market for wine 
and the stocks of both wine and fortifying, 
spirit on hand. 

The heavy supplies of spirit held by the dis
tilleries and the difficulties of marketing them 
is reacting very adversely on dried fruits 
growers and from reports to hand there se·ems. 
little prospect of rain damaged fruit being 
disposed of along these channels. 

Prosecutions For Illegal 
Trading 

At Young (N.S.W.) Police Court Philip 
Langworthy, Orchardist of Monteagle, New 
South Wales, pleaded guilty to selling dried 
prunes not packed and graded in accordance 
with the re·gulations under the Dried Fruits 
Act, 1933. Inspector C. N. Hall stated that 
he had searched defendant's motor lorry at 

Green thorpe on June 29, 193 8, and found :five 
2-lb. bags of dried prunes in a hidden recess at 
back of the driver's seat. In his opinion the 
prunes w.ere not packed and graded in a 
registered packing house. 

In answer to Mr. E. M. Sparks, the defen
dant said: he had only sold two bags of prunes 
and he had to do it for a living. He asked 
for leniency. 
Langworthy was :fined £1, with 8/ costs. 

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strongly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full particulars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd • 
NOMINAL CAPITAL 
PAID-UP CAPITAL . 

• • £100,000 
.• £99,100 

PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

Irymple (2), Merbein and Red Cliffs 
Head Office at 5 68 Collins Street, Melbourne. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Harry Johnson's (lrympl·e) Dip 

We Supply All Growers' Requisites 

AGENCIES: 
A. M.P. "Society 
London &. Lancashire lnsuran9e Co. L.td. 
Sisalkraft, Marino Power Spray Plant. 

Aurora for Servic 
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