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THE ACTIVITIES OF T'HE ASSOCIATION 
The Problem of Dried Fruits for Distillation 

New Type Marks For Dried Fruit Classification 

At meetings of the Board of Management held on February 1 and March 28, 
many matters of importance to the industry were dealt with. A question 
finalised was that of the amended Terms and Conditions of Sale, the whole 
basis of the Association's system of price regulation so vital to the industry. 
Other matters that are of immediate interest to growers that were dealt with are 
as follow:-

DRIED FRUIT FOR DISTILLATION 
The chairman brought under notice the fact 

that there recently appeared in the Press a 
news item to the effect that a regulation had 
been passed prohibiting the use of iortifying 
spirit made from dried fruits for fortification 
of wine. This notification came as a shock 
to the industry, in view of the negotiations 
that had taken plac'e with the Federal Viticul
tural Council, when it was agreed to confer 
each season with the view of arnving at a 
joint recommendation on the question of the 
use of dried fruits for distillation. The matter 
was fully discussed by the Board and it was 
decided to communicate with the Minister for 
Customs, asking that the Association should 
be allowed to state their case for his conslder
ation. Also, it was decided to wnte to the 
Federal Viticultural Council, asking where 
they stood in the matter. 

Reporting on the correspondence that had 
passed between himself and the president of 
the Viticultura-l Council regarding the Regu
lation under the· Excise Act, prohibiting the 
use of dried grapes for the product-on of 
spirit for the fortification of wine, Mr. Howie 
outlined the serio~1s features of the position 
brought about by the decision of the Minister 
(Mr. Lawson), and it was decided that further 
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representations be maae to the newly ap
pointed Minister of Customs (Sen. McLeay) 
with a view to obtaining the withdrawal of 
the prohibitive regulation. 

TER.'v!S AND CONDITIONS OF SALE 
The chairman reported that in conjunction 

with the solicitors, a review of the terms and 
conditions of sale had been made, with the 
idea of simplifying same, and a draft of the 
revised terms and conditions was submitted to 
Board members. The Board approved of the 
revised terms and conditions and suggested 
that the prune terms and conditions should 
be altered to also conform with the altera
tions in the general terms and conditions of 
sale. 

APRICOTS FOR EASTERN TRADE 
A letter was received from an association 

agent, asking whether supplies could be made 
available for the East, but in view of the 
fact that the crop of apricots this yea1· is com
paratively light, it was decided that it would 
be advisable to reserve any export quota avail
able for the New,Zealand market. 

PEACHES, NECTARINES AND PEARS 
Consideration was given to Commonwealth 

prices for season 1940, and it was resolved, 
.. That new season's prices for peaches, nectar-
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ines and pears be announced -at !d. per lb. 
above 1939 season's closing rates." 

PUBLICITY 
The chairman advised having received a let

ter from the chairman of the Dried Fruits 
Publicity Committee, asking whether the As
sociation could see its way to increase their 
contribution to the funds of the Publicity 
Committee. After consideration it w<ts re
solved that the Board could not see 1ts way to 
increase the amount already agreed upon. 

BOXES 
The question of supplies of timber for 

boxes for season 1941 was considered. The 
matter was very fully discussed, with a view 
to providing for supplies and it was decided 
that a deputation should be arranged to wait 
upon the Minister of Customs at an early 
date, with a view to facilitating the importa
tion, if necessary, of Canadian timber. 

Al'RICOT PACKING 
The Board had before it a request ask

ing that packers be allowed to pack moist 
pack apricots in 6!-in. boxes, 3 5 -lb. to the 
box, as it was pointed out the 6-l-in. box will 
take this quantity of fruit. It was felt that 
as contracts have already been made with New 
Zealand buyers for fruit in 28-lb. boxes, the 
Board could not agree to the 3 5 -lb. box being 
shipped to New Zealand, but that considera
tion would be given to the use .of this pack
age for Commonwealth trade. It was agreed 
to approach Mr. R. P.~~Allen, Chief Fruit In
spector, on the matter. 

60-POUND BOXES FOR 1940 
SULTANAS 

In view of the necessity for conserving box 
supplies, it was decided that representation be 
made to the Chief Fruit Inspector, Mr. R. P. 
Allen, to allow of the packing of sultanas 60-
lb. to the box for season 1940, as such pack
ing would effect considerable saving in cases, 
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grease-proof paper, freight and handling 
charges. 

WEATHER FORECASTS 
Complaint was made that .the wea:ner lore

casts are not now being broadcast by the 
local stations in the dried fruits areas, and 
the secretary was asked to try and arrange 
for the forecasts to be made available in the 
dried fruit areas through 3MA Nlildura and 
5RM Murray Heights, etc. It was suggest
ed that the best time to have the weather 
forecast broadcast would be 12.30 p.m. daily. 

SUGGESTED TYPE MARKS FOR 
SULTANAS, CURRANTS AND LEXIAS, 

SEASON 1940 
A recomm,endation was tabled by 1\1r. Mal

loch for the type marks for sultanas, currants 
and lexias for season 1940, as follows: 

SULTANAS 
Light Brown 

_ Unsizec"L Lge. Sm. Unsized Lge. Sm. 
55 
45 
35 
25 
15 

5-crown 5 51 52 53 54 
4~crown 4 41 42 43 44 
3-crown 3 31 32 33 34 
2-crown 2 21 22 23 24 
1-crown 1 11 12 13 14 
"Plain" 02 05 

CURRANTS 
Unsized Large 

4-crown 
3-crown 
2-crown 
1-crown 
l\'l.F ... 

46 47 
36 37 
26 27 
16 17 
06 

LEXIAS 

Small 
48 
38 
28 
18 

Unsized La:.·ge Small 
5-crown - 59 -
4-crown - - 49 
3-crown - 39 -
2-crown . . - - 29 

It was decided to confer with the Depart
ment of Commerce with a view to having 
same a'dopted. 

FINAL. A.CCOUNT SALE DIFFERENTIALS 
VINE AND TREE FRUITS - SEASON 

1940 
This matter was considered and it was 

agreed that no announcement of final account 
sale di:fferentiils should be made at the present 
time. The matter was listed for discussion 
at the next Board meeting, when more infor
mation regarding tonnages and graGC:s will be 
ayailable. 

PEACHES 
Latest pack figures indicate that the Asso

ciation pack is not likely to exceed 300 tons, 
and in view of the fact that the Common
wealth should be able to absorb this tonnage, 
it was decided no-t to declare any export 
quota at this juncture, 

"DRIED FRUITS NEWS" 
Correspondence exchanged between the 

Association and "Sunraysia Daily" regarding 
the paper to be used for the printing of th ~ 
.. News" was submitted to the meeting, and in 
view of the fact that it is extremely difficult 
to secure the usual type of paper on which 
the "News" has been printed, except fl.t ex
cessive cost, it was decided to print the forth
coming issues of the "News"· on news-print, 
which it is hoped will effect a saving in cost. 

MUSCATELS DELISTED 
In view of altered conditions regarding the 

Moray Park and :Milne Gibson packs, and the 
fact that the Association will have very little 
control in respect to muscatels, it war. resolved 
that the Association agree not to list musca
tels for season 1940. 

COMM:ONWEALTH PRICES AND SALES 
The chairman reported on the . result 

of the deputation compnsmg Messrs. 
H. R. Jones, P. H. Jeffery," T. Steele, M.L.C., 
and the secretary, to the Prices Commissioner 
at Canberra, in respect to Commonwealth 
prices for all varieties of dried fruit for sea
son 1940. The Board deci-ded to convey to 
the members of the deputation the thanks of 
the Association for the efforts put forward 
on its behalf. 
A~ the :February meeting it was decided- to 

annotince that the new season's prices fot cur
rants, sultanas, Iexias, Walthams and seeded 
raisins be at the rates ruling for the close of 
the 19 3 9 season, but in view of the unusual 
proportion of higher grades this year, further 
consideration was given to prices and sales ar
rangements at the' meeting in March. 

As the fine weather was continuing in the 
production areas there did not appear to be 
much prospect of any large tonnage being 
available in the lower grades which are re
quired for the manufacturing trade. 

Details of the prices fer new season's fruit 
are given in another column. 

GENERAL 
In addition to the usual routine m~.tters af

fecting fixation of quotas, etc., consideration 
was given to finance, and it was agreed to 
invest certain of the funds in war loan cer
tificates. A discussion on several features of 
Commonwealth distribution, with a commit
tee of the Merchants' Association, dealt with 
problems involving the terms and conditions 
of sale. 

The date of the next meeting of the Board 
of Management was tentatively arranged for 
the first week in May. 

e.Waiter, this egg is terrible!" 
"Don't blame me. I only laid the table." 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. l TO. 

MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £120,000 

Packers of All Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus. 

Packed under the well-known "PADLOCK" Brand. 

Packing Houses: Mildura, lrymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W.) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks undertaken. Life Assurances Effected. 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches. 

Agents for Absentees. Valuations Made. 

Licensed Land Salesmen and Sworn Valuers. 

MEETING OF CONSULTATIVE 
COMMITTEE OF STATE BOARDS 

At a recent meeting of the consultative 
committee, which comprises the executives of 
the Victorian, South Australian and New 
South Wales State Boards, Mr. Parker J. Mol
oney was re-elected chairman for the year 
1940. 

A long agenda was dealt with and close at
tention was given to the quotas for home con
sumption requirements for the year 1940. A 
survey of the statistical position for the year 
1939 was made in conjunction with the esti
mated production for the season 1940, and 
the committee agreed on the opening quotas 
to be· recommended for adoption by the State 
Boards. 

These are:- Per cent. 
Currants 14 
Sultanas 14 
Lexias ...... 40 
Prunes ····- ...... 90 
Peaches ...... 60 
Apricots 90 
Nectarines ...... 70 
Pears . ..... 40 

The above percentages which represent the 
proportions which may be lawfully marketed 
intra-state will be submitted to the Ministers 
for Agriculture of the several producing 
States for promulgation. 

The quotas are subject to review as the sea
son advances and the estimates of production 
and consumption become clearer. 

FINANCIAL POSITiON 
An examination of the fi~ancial position of 

each board revealed a substantial loss of reve
nue for the year 1939 as a result of the actual 
crop . being appreciably lower than the esti
mate due to unfavorable seasonal conditions 
last year. Statements of estimated revenue and 
expenditure of each board were submitted and, 
after carefully planning essential items of ex
penditure and exploring every avenue of 
economy, it was found that, in the case of 
each Board, expenditure would exceed the 
estimated revenue. To meet those deficits, it 
will be necessary for each board to call on its 
reserve funds. This resort to the reserves 
could, of course, be avoided by increasing the 
levy. It was, however, considered that the 
present year was not opportune for m 1king 
further demands on the growers following 
their heavy commitments involved in the re
cent stabilisation of the industry. It was 
accordingly agreed to recomrriend that the 
pre·sent contribution at the rate of 4/3 per 
ton be retained for the year: 1940. 

It was reported that, in reply to represen
tations made by the committee to the 
Queensland Minister of Agriculture, the 
Parliament had passed legislation provid
ing for inspection of dried fruits offered for 
sale in the Northern State, and it was antici
pated that arrangements in this connection 
would be completed for such inspection to 
commence immediately new season:'s offerings 
are available. 

Congratulations were extended to the grow
ers' representatives on both the Victorian and 
New South Wales Boards, all of whom were 
returned unopposed at the recent elections. 
This was considered not only as a tribute to 
the representatives, but also an expression of 
the growers' appreciation of the general ad
ministration of the State Boards. 

"People buy because they desire the mer
chandise, and goods should be made so attrac
tive to customers that they will want to pos
sess them-the urge to buy is simply the desire 
to possess," says C. F. Sturdy, of the Ameri
can Can Company. 
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DRIED FRUITS PUBLICITY COMMITTEE 

Chairman's Report 
IMPORTANCE OF WINDOW DISPLAYS 

In December, Mr. Rumble (PubEcity Officer) completed his final itinerary for 
1939 through North Western Victoria, covering approximately 20 of the prin
cipal cities and towns before returning to Melbourne. Mr. Matthews (Pub
licity Officer) returned on December 18, after a successful tour of Tasmania, 
where his visit was marked by the co-operation of the grocers and shop
keepers, from whom several requests have since been received that he should 
be permitted to repeat his visit this year about the time of the Launceston and 
Hobart Shows. From advices received, it is considered that this suggestion 
should be productive of good results. 

Mr. Rumble has commenced his 1940 itin
erary and proceeded via the Princes Highway 
to Sydney, wheie1 he took charge of ~he com~ 
mittee's exhibit at the Sydney Royal A;;ncul
tural Show. He returned to Melbourne after 
the show, via the Hume Highway, and on his 
forWa'rd and return journey cartied out · an 
itinerary which embraced the principal towns 
on both routes; Later in the year he will be 
sent to Brisbane to conduct the Brisbane Show. 

Mr. Matthews worked in the Melbourne and 
metropolian area for the first few weeks in 
the New Year, and then visited the more 
important towns in the north and north-west 
of Victoria and South Australia. 

SHOWS 
Bendigo Show.-In contrast with the suc

cess which attended all other shows during 
the year, the show held at eBndigo was dis
appointing, owing to the fact that very heavy 
rains fell during the :first two days, causing 
the stalls and grounds to be completely flood
ed. On the third day, when the weather 
slightly improved, sales amounting to 
£17/11/11 were made at the dried fruits ex
hibit. Despite this unfortunate result, how
ever, it is, felt that under more favorable con
ditions the Bendigo Show would prove <.. good 
advertising medium. 
· Melbourne Royal- Show.-As stated previ

ously, the committee's display at this show 
was a pronounced success. 

DISPLAY MATERIALS 

give insufficient attention to the location and 
general make-up of the exhibits entrusted to 
them. As a result, a complete revision of the 
organisation, in these instances, has been 
made, with a view to ensuring that, in future, 
a sustained and higher standard .of efficiency 
will be 'maintained. Displays are ~mg made 
in grocers' shops in Sydney, Adelaide, Bris
bane, Perth and Melbourne, and in this con
m:;ction I may meridon. that the thanks of the 
c·ommittee are due to the secretaries of the 
New South Wales, South Australian and West
ern Australian Boards, and to Mr. T. S. Stark 
(.Queensland) for their services jn arranging 
the supervision of these exhibits in their re
spective States. This method of advertising 
is. regarded, as one of the most practical means 
of bringing dried fruits Under the notice of 
the purchasing public, and thereby increasing 
local sales. The grocers with whom dtsplays 
have been shown have, in many instances, ex..: 
pressed their appreciaton and were pleased 
with the increased trade resulting therefrom. 

FLINDERS STREET RAILWAY 
SHOWCASES 

Very attl~active dried fruits displays were 
shown during the Christmas period at the 
Flinders Street railway showcases, and o.lso in 
the HoUsewives' Association window, wluch is 
well-situated in the lounge of the Association's 
premises in Howey Court. The latter exhibit 
was secured free of charge by the committee. 
Arrangements have been made for a fine ex
hibit of new season's dried apricots to be in
stalled at the Flinders Street railway show-
cases. 

PRESS ADVERTISEM:ENTS · 
· The policy of the committee is to restrict 

its press advertising as much as possible, to 

trade journals and, as a result, there is a steady 
demand for advertising showcards, streamers, 
cut-outs and box covers from grocers. Dur
ing the Christmas period casual advertisements 
were placed in selected papers. 

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS 

An amount of £2000 (fixed deposit, Com
monwealth Bank) matured on December 1, 
1939, and this sum, with accrued interest, has 
now been credited to the Dried Fruits Pub
licity Account. 

Recently, the practice has been adopted, 
through the courtesy of the accountant, De
partment of Agriculture, or arranging for an 
o$cer of the Accounts Branch to check the 
accounts of the committee each month. The 
accountant's action in gratuitously rendering 
this service to the committee is very much 
appreciated. 

New Season's Prices For 
Vine Fruits, 1940. 

The following new s·eason's Commonwealth 
prices were announced, operative February 9: 

CURRANTS 
10 Tons 100 Boxes One Box 
Per lb. Per lb. Per lb. 

4-cr. S<d. S~d. sod. 
3-cr. 7~d. 7<d. 8d. 
2-cr. 7!d. 7~d. 7>ct. 
1-cr. Sid. 6~d. 7d. 
M.F ... _ . 6~d. 6jd. 6~d. 

SULTANAS 
5-cr. 9od. 9@d. 9~d. 
4-cr. sod. 8~d. 8~d-
3-cr. 8d. 8§d. 8!d. 
2-cr. 7~d. 7id. 7>d. 
1·cr. 7~d. 7!d. 7~d. 
Plain 7d. 7!d. 7<d. 

LEXIAS AND W AL TRAMS 
6-cr. . nct. 7gd. 7td. 
5-cr. . 6~d. 6@d. 6~d. 
4-cr. . 6§d. 6i·d. . 6~d. 
Seedless . 6~d. 6~d. 7d. 
3-cr. . . 6§d. 6id. 6~d. 
2-cr. . . 6§d. 6ld. 6~d. 

·Currants, sultanas or lexias, packed in cello
phane· or cartons, 1/3 per dozen on. 

SEEDED RAISINS 

1-lb. Cartons (per dOz.) . 
12-oz .. Cartons (per doz.) 
8-oz. Cartons (per doz.) . 
Bulk (per lb.) . . . . . . 

10 Tons 
8/3 
6/7§ 
4/9-
70d. 

One Box 
8/6 
6/102 
4/lOo 
Hd. 

Note.-Owing to extremely favorable sea
sonal conditions r,esulting in the production 
of an unusually high grade crop, the Associ
ation has amended the above list as follows:-

Sultanas: Four crown has been redm .. cd by 
td., and five crown by fd. per pound. 

Stocks of display material are, in some vari
e'ties, becoming depleted and, in particular, 
supplies of the large centre cut-outs are prac
tically. exhausted. In thi's connection, it is 
considered that the latter has served its pur
pose and arrangements are in hand for the 
printing of an entirely new type of cut-out. 
A specimen has been already submitted by the 
printers for inspection and it is thought that 
this is a particularly striking and artistic 
design admirably calculated to advertise dried 
fruits in a most pleasing and advantageous 
manner. 

ltymple Packing Pty. Ltd. 

Posters.-A fresh supply of posters, based 
on the cover of the Australian Sunshine Cook
ery Book, has been forwarded to the New 
South \Vales and Victorian Railways for rail
way hoardings. 

COOKERY BOOKS 
Numerous requests are being received for 

the AuStralian Sunshine Cookery Book, and up 
to the end of . December approximately 
43.;200~copies had ,been.·distributed. · 

WINDOW DISPLAYS 
The reports whiCh have been received from 

the different States disclose that, generally 
speaking, satisfactory results have been ob
-tained from these displays. A carefulmspec
tion has revealed .. that recently there, has· been a 
tendency on_ the part of one or two firms to 

MILDURA 

Packers 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing· Director. 

AT OPERATING 

M:ERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

of Dried and Fresh Fruits 

I.P.C. Brand 
QUALITY FIRST 

Land and lnst~rance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard R~quirements 

P. MALLOCH,
Manager. 
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THE STATISTICAL 
Purchase by British 

Consolidates 
Government 

Position 

RISING COSTS 
General satisfaction is felt in regard to the recently announced prices and terms 
arranged for the sale of the' first portion of the 1940 crop to the British Gov
ernment. The price for currants is disappointing, particularly to those growers 
who have proportionately large areas of this fruit. However, a great majority 
of prop/erties are planted to the several varieties, and the firm prices for sul
tanas and lexias will greatly assist the lower returns for currants. The stronger 
Commonwealth market at better prices will further consolidate the aggregate 
returns and go far to assist the industry to meet the sharp rise in costs and the 
further inevitable development in this direction as the war develops. We are 
now at a stage when a fairly accurate estimate can be made of the 1940 crop, 
and the approximate tonnages that will go to each market, the prices for which 
have been fixed, with the exception of those for the balance of the surplus 
available for the United Kingdom. Further negPtiations will be entered into 
when this quantity is known. Meanwhile, it is of interest to examine the de
velopments in the several markets, and the factors affecting them. 

THE UNITED KINGDOM 
The decision of the British Government to 

declare dried fruits an essential foodstuff un
der wartime conditions is of vital importance 
to us. It is not pleasant to C'ontemplate the 
reverse. Having regard to the fact that Bri
tain has formed a buying company to acquire, 
in denial of Germany, all surph.1> foods and 
materials essential to war from European neu
trals, involving the buying under trade pacts 
with our co-mpetitor countries, large quantities 
of dried fruits, we can feel further satisfac
tion that we are still enabled to find a mar
ket for our surplus. 

The following appendix of the fifteenth 
annual report of the Export Control Board, 
dealing with consumption in the United King
dom, is o£ interest in examining the ability 
of this market to absorb the quantities of
fering under satisfactory conditions of war
time exchange. 

The Turkish and American sales of ra1sms 
(including 1exia varieties) for 1937 and 1938, 
and the Spanish figures for those years, com
pared with the averages, are noteworthy. Our 
193 8 figures indicate the amount we could 
sell under our preferences when we had the 
fruit available in that record year, and it is 
of value to examine the possibility of Great 
Britain continuing to require the full amount 
of our surplus crops, having regard to con
sumption and war purchasing policy. To 
take the Turkish sales, the low figure of 1917 
tons for 193 8 was due to the heavy purchases 
from that country by Germany in preparation 
for war. This position is now considerably 
altered, Great Britain having recently arranged 
a trade agreement with Turkey, which has al
ready provided for the purchase of some 
37,000 tons of sultanas, and it can be cOnsid
ered that ths buying policy will obtain for 
the duration of the war. Considerably bal-

UNITED KINGDOM - IMPORTS AND CONSUMPTION. 

Year ended 31st December. 
',) Ave. 

1931. 1932. 1933. 1934. 1935. 1n6. 1937. 1938. 8 Yrs. 

QUANTITIES 
Currants- Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. 
From Foreign countries 42,204 47,696 40,570 48,508 44.493 48,269 42,824 38,778 44,167 
From British countries . 10,461 9,189 11,136 10,421 12,959 4,574 10,200 13,728 10,333 

Total-
Imports ........... 52,665 56,885 51,706 58,929 57,452 52,843 53,024 52,506 
Entered for home con-

sumption ......... 53.795 56,602 50,049 57,496 56,92Q 52,403 54,4".::. 53,100 54,353 

Raisins-
From Spain .. .. 6,600 6,548 3,632 -5,298 5,679 3,372 1,357 988 
From Greece . . . . 1,330 3,187 3,195 2,602 *8,055 *7,378 *4,650 *3,872 
From Crete .. .. 1,823 3,370 2.854 2,687 - - - -
From Turkey .. 5.303 20,216 8,740 7,399 11,213 11,696 5,449 1,917 

From United States of 
America .. . .. 22,821 22,686 13,229 14,089 18.896 20,0·25 24,769 25,487 

From other foreign coun-
tries . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,753 9,410 878 489 6,013 3,640 5,898 597 

Total foreign countries 40,630 65,417 32,528 32,564 49,856 46.111 42,123 32,861 42,760 

From South Africa . . 2.72·5 2,878 4,148 2,522 3,620 3,794 5,316 7,382 
From Australia . . . . 18,746 15,075 43,557 24,450 17,751 21,474 21,260 42,898 
From other British coun-

tries . . . . . . . . . . . . 315 540 117 68 167 345 251 462 

Total British countries 21,786 18,493 47,822 27,040 21,538 25,613 26,827 50,742 2'9,983 

Total-
Imports . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,416 83,910 80,350 59,604 71,394 71.724 68,950 83,603 
Entered for home con-

sumption . . . . . . . . . 58,519 83.626 75.251 58,875 69,845 70,468 65,975 83,752 70,786 

* Including Crete. 

POSITION 
ancing this heavy increase from Turkish 
sources is the almost total elimination of im
ports of dried vine £ruts from the United 
States on account of the need to conserve dol
lars for armaments and other purchases in 
that country. The varying amounts of sul
tanas from other foreign sources are not like
ly to be increased to any extent by the oper
ations of the buying company, with neutrals. 
Samarkand fruits will not be available, whilst 
Persians, if purchased, will most likely be di
verted to troop needs in the Near East. This 
will possibly apply to a portion of the Turkish 
fruit. 

CONSUMPTION INCREASING IN U.K. 
The figures set out above for the past four 

years indicate heavy consumption, and with 
the record low figures for unemployment in 
Great Britain today, and the extra demand for 
army and navy use, it is reasonable to assume 
that consumption should be maintained, if not 
increased. 

THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE 
FIRST SALE TO GREAT BRITAIN 

The prices agreed upon in the negotiations 
with the MinistrY of Food are set out be~ow. 
The sale embraces 15,000 tons of suitanas, 
8000 tons of currants, 500 tons of lexias 
(bulk) and 1000 tons of seeded raisins in car-
tons. 

The grade prices are:-
Sui. Cur. Lex. 

5 Crown - - 45/-
4 Crown 42/- 35/- 38/-. 
3 Crown 39/- 31/-
2 Crown 35/- 28/-
1 Crown 31/- 26/-

SEEDED RAISINS 
16-oz. Cartons .... 
12oz. Cartons 

... 6/- Doz. 
4/5 Doz. 

These prices are in Sterling, and are deliv
ered warehouse in U.K., subject to de-ductions 
for marine freight and insurance, unloading 
and fumigation. The British Government will 
arrange to pay war risk insurance, services of 
importers and brokers, and will make no de
duction for draftage or discount. 

Eighty per cent. will be paid on delivery in 
U.K. and the balance in 28 days if grades as 
certified by the Commonwealth Government 
are passed as correct, the Ministry of Food 
reserving the right of inspection of the fruit 
on delivery at British ports. Arrangements 
for a committee of arbitration are provided 
in the case of a dispute. The Export Control 
Board has been authorised to regulate the 
quotas to be· shipped on behalf of each pack
.ing house, thus ensuring that growers ulti
mately obtain their proper share of sales. It 
is estimated that approximately 50,000 tons 
of vine fruits will be available for the United 
Kingdom, which leaves, on present crop esti
mates, abOut 26,000 tons still to be negotiated 
when the crop is known. After working 
these prices back to an f.o.h. value and de
ducting freight, handling and packing charges, 
etc., it has been estimated that the sweat box 
value would be approximately. £21 for 2-
crown currants, £33/16/- for 3-crown sul
tanas, and for lexias and seeded raisins, £3 3 
per ton, but as these must be affected by re
turns from other markets, and the local costs 
which vary, they are only given to indicate th~ 
value of this sale. In view of the stock position 
and factors affecting it, we can hope for simi
lar or better prices for the final parcel. 

CURRANTS AND LEXIAS 
The currant position is not likely to im

prove to any extent. The preference over 
Greece is small, and as that friendlv country 
supplies the United Kingdom with three times 
the quantity we do, .and has ample reserves, 
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we can only depend on present low rates. 
However, we have fair quality fruit, and the 
embargo on M.P.'s by Britain will not affect 
us this year. It has been in the minds of 
some that, in view of the strong position of 
Greece, there might be a difficulty in quitting 
all our currants. In view of the low prices 
disposal of the whole of the crop is essential
the alternative would be financial ruin for 
growers. 

The lexia prices are very satisfactoL'Y and in
dicate a sound position. It is not known 
how much of this variety is involved in the 
Anglo-Spanish trade agreement. Sufficient is it 
to appreciate that, with Spain agam jn the 
market, prices are still holding. Our lexia crop 
is short this year and so growers will not bene
fit from the favorable prices. 

A most important feature of the lexia sale 
is that of 1000 tons as seeded raisins. This 
avenue is only a recent development and the 
success is due to the remarkable improvements 
that have taken place in seeding technique to 
the extent that we can now, instead of quit
ting the last thousand odd tons of bulk lexias 
at London seeders' prices, send the finished 
article through the tropics and compete in 
London with better returns to growers. 

THE COMMONWEALTH MARKET 
The position for vine fruits is soun:l. De

liveries to the end of the official season, Febru
ary 29, 1940, were: Currants 2984 tons, sul
tanas 8581 tens, and lexias 3336 tons, com
pared with those at February 28, 1939, which 
were: Currants 2693, sultanas 7344, and lexias 
3519. Final, 1938-39: Currants 3077, sul
tanas 7875, and lexias 3628. 

Sales of carry-over (from official end of sea
son) until the· arrival of new fruit will in
crease the February 29 figures. To what 
extent can be gaug-ed from the finals for 
1938-39. 

These increases have taken place under fin
alising price conditions and growers have had 
an additional tonnage at enhanced rates, placed 
in the best market. The figures are for 
A.D.F.A. only and do not allow for sales not 
directly controlled by the Association. These 
would approximate another 800 tons 

CANADA AND NEW ZEALAND 
Our Canadian and Domirion markets arc 

particularly valuable at this period of unrest, 
and whilst the prices are not as high as some 
would like, these markets must be considered 
very important centres of our ge·neraJ market
ing operatons. The Canadian prices f.o.b. 
Melbourne for March-April shipment are:-

Sultanas Currants Lexias 
Per Cwt. Per Cwt. Per Cwt. 

5-cr. - - 30/-
4-cr. 32/-
3-cr. 29/- 33/-
2-cr. 27/- 31/-
1-cr. 25/- 28/-

30/-
28/-
28/-

To these prices, which are paid on shipment, 
must be added exchange. They are based on 
the competitive rates for Californian fruit, 
prices for which are very low this year. The· 
mov.ement of th~ American dollar is now in 
our favor as regards the element of competi
tion. Since the beginning of the year ster
ling has dropped in New York frc-m 3.95 to 
3.50. Without attemptin~ details 1t is suf-

:ficient to say that it mJkes a greater margin 
between· our price and the American, to the 
Canadian buyer. This aspect is indicated in 
a statement to the effect that the British Gov
ernment is unperturbed at the: slump in "free" 
sterling as it merely curbs Empire consumption 
of American materials, thus building up dol
lars, and increases Britain's competitive power, 
particularly in the Argentine. 

In New Zealand the prohibition o£ the rm
portation of American fruit as part of the 
policy of conserving dollars exchange has 
meant that the Dominion will take practically 
all her fruit from Australia. Very little 
will come from South Africa, the Union Gov
ernment having acquired most of its own pro
duction in the varietie·s that usually go to New 
Zealand. The main fruit taken from us by 
this market is sultanas, and it is estimated 
that approxim~tely 5500 tons will be sold at 
prices ranging: 4-crown 3 9/-, 3 -crown 3 5/-, 
2-crown 33/-, !-crown 31/- per cwt. f.o.b 
No exchange. 

Sales of currants and lexias to this market 
are not great and are at prices proportionate 
to those ruling for sultanas. 

SUMMARY 
From the above outline of the situation 

ruling at time of writing it can be considered 
that we are in a fair position, having regard 
to all the uncertainties of recent being. Our 
marketing arrangements for the duration of 
the war have still to be substantally establish
ed. Whilst California is not competing for 
the London market the statistical position will 
be governed by the extent of the lm·kish sul
tana crop and its export to the United King
dom. 

The above figures for each market are 
given as being general interest to growers. 
When the quotas to each are determined and 
the final prices known, a fairly accurate esti
mate can be made of the sweat box returns 
for the aggregate of all markets. 

It might be said that a too bright a picture 
has been portrayed - that there are many 
hurdles yet to be cltJared-there are. The costs 
of many requisites to production are leaping; 
taxation in its several forms is going to be 
severe and must further re-act on costs; 
freights have risen and we are now being ask
ed to pay them in advance and on a system that 
involves extra charges. This matter is being 
-dealt with by the organisation. Not the least 
of our problems, having regard to repercus
sions, is, paradoxically, that of the exceptional
ly high grades produced this season. We have 
markets which require large auantities of the 
lower types of fruit, and we have not got it. 
However, that is something for the marketing 
authorities to deal with, the grower has en
ough troubles of his own. 

And so it can be considered that the "ups" 
will balance the "downs" and will level out tC> 
a satisfactory yea~. 

=== 
Frank -Shay, president of the California 

Prune and Apricot Growers' Association, told 
a meeting of growers at Morgan Hill recently 
that advertising to enlarge the domestic de'
mand for CalifOrnia dried fruit to take the 
place of the reduced exports on account of 
European conditions, i~ the only salvation. 

Packing Sultanas 60-lbs. 
to the Box 

Trials Satisfactory And Savings 
Effected. 

5 

Last year in response to a request from the 
industry through the Board of Management, 
the Department of Commerce agreed to allow 
the export of sultanas in boxes of 60-lbs. This 
followed the successful trials that were made 
previously, particularly by the Aurora Pack
ing Company, which showed that very ap
preciabLe savings could be made. Since the 
success of the larg:c scale tests last season the 
department has agreed to allow the ptactice to 
become standard, and from an analysis of the 
details it is apparent that a saving of approxi
mately 7 per cent. is possible under the new 
arrangement. This, in war time, is a much 
appreciated economy, particularly in regard to 
the limited shipping space we have available. 
The details of the savings are more readily un
derstood when it is considered that in 56's 40 
boxes are required for a ton of fruit, whereas 
with the new content approximately 3 7 are 
needed, with the consequent saving in inte1est, 
wire, nails, paper, labor and .freight (by mea
surement). 

Some difficulty has been experienced with 
the overdried early deliveries, and it has been 
found possible to pack only 5 6-lbs. How
ever, this only applies to a very small quantity 
and it can be used for the New Zealand trade, 
which desires this package, and the Common-
wealth, appropriate adjustments being 
made in regard to sales conditions. All sul-
tanas for export to other parts are to be pack
ed in 60's. 

Currants and lexias will still be packed m 

56's, as these fruits do not lend themselves to 
the heavier package. 

It has also been found possible to pack 3 5 
lbs. of apricots in the standard 28-lb. box. Ex
perience has shown that the fruit will carry 
better when the box is full than if there is any 
room left for movement. This indicates a 
very definite avenue for saving. 

UNSEED GROWING UNDER 
IRRIGATION 

The results of experiments in progress on 
the Murrumbidgee irrigation area, trying out 
a special variety of rice secured from Cali
fornia which it is considered will prove satis
factory for growing under irrigation, were 
disappointing this season owing to adverse 
climatic conditions. The· linsee:l crops under 
trial developed rust badly and the Department 
of Agriculture decided further trials were ne
cessary to evolve a more rust resisting species 
before issuing seed in quantity for commercial 
growing. 

There should be a big future for this lin
seed industry, it being stated that Australia's 
annual requirements were never less than a 
million bushels and the lowest price since 1934 
was £14 per ton. Yields of 20 bushels per 
acre could be expected under irrigation in 
New South Wales-this would call for 50,000 
acres to supply local requirements. 
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TREE FRUITS 
Marketing Prospects Sound 

THE MOIST PACK QUESTION 
Tree fruit growers genera!ly have suffered a series of reverses, and this, the 
1940 season, is no exception, particularly for prune and apricot growers. The 
non-irrigated areas being the principal sufferers. Peach production wi!l be 
under average this year, and the pack will be barely sufficient for Australian 
requirements. The same applies to nectarines. 

The prune position indicates little or no ex
port-a condition similar to that of last year. 
With apricots the crop situation is certainly 
an improvement on the serious shortage of 
1939, but the figures are below the average of 
the last five years. 

Regarding returns, it can be stated that the 
market is buoyant, and at prices that are in 
advance of the opening rates for 1939. The 
recent rises permitted by the price control au
thority will be of material help in off-setting 
the lower yields. However, there is a lot of 
leeway to make up if budgets are to be satis
factory, and in t4is regard it is of interest to 
examine the future possibifities, having regard 
tO· markets, production and treatment. 

MARKETS 

The definite increase in the all important 
home consumption is of _great value, and the 
trend is still upward. The demand for mili
tary purposes has materially increased sales, 
and whilst the large army and navy forces are 
training this will be maintained and probably 
increased. Incidentally it does not appear to 
have had an adverse effect on civilian con
sumption. 

In New Zealand the foreign import restric
tions policy has left the whole of that market 
open for our fruits, and this country will pro
bably take most of our e:xport of apricots. 
These conditions should obtain during the 
war to all fruits, the absence of any prefer
ence on prunes being offset by the restriction 
on foreign. The position in the Canadian 
market does not affect our tree fruits for very 
little is sent there. American competition is 
very keen in that market. 

The main outlet for the balance of our ex
ports is the United Kingdom, which market 
should offer good prospects if sales and ship
ping can be arranged. Tree fruits have not, 
so far, entered into the negotiations fer the 
purchase of our surplus fruits-for the reason 
that none have been available. However, 
with a return to normal crops, and we might 
anticipate this afte~ two bad years, it is pos
sible that Great Britain will be prepared to 
take quantities of these fruits. American 
official reports ipdicate a shortage of tree fruits 
in the United Kingdom, and consider that 
when the Ministry of Food has purcl1ased all 
available neutral supplies, particularly from 
along the Danube, she will still be short of 
stocks, and failing Empire supplies, would need 
American supplies to replenish. It is very doubt-

ERANOL Z3 
pACKERS are strOngly recommended 

to treat all fruit at time of packing 
with an efficient insecticide. Eranol Z3 
effectively disposes of grubs, eggs, and 
insect life. Supplies and full partlculars 
obtainable from-

Co-operated Dried Fruits Sales 
Pty. Ltd. 

MELBOURNE AND ADELAIDE 

ful if the dollar position will be such that Bri
tain will desire to buy for California, and there 
is every probability that she will look to Em
pire for next year's supplies to supplement 
purchases from neutrals. 

PRODUCTION PROBLEMS 
On the production side there is room for 

improvement. Very definite efforts are being 
made to meet the problem of the small prune, 
and whilst this is a particularly difficult prob
lem in the non-irrigated areas ln the several 
States, much can be done there, and in other 
centres, to meet it. 

Unfortunately there are a number of grow
ers who treat tree fruits too casually; particu
larly does this apply to prunes. Proper work
ing, pruning and harvesting is essential if 
marketing is to be carried out satisfactorily 
and our products are to hold their place in 
competition with other countries. 

PROCESSING METHODS 
The increase in sales of tree fruits, especially 

prunes .and apricots, is due, in no small way, 
to improved processing methods, and it is safe 
to say that, but for this, many of the smaller 
prunes would not be marketable. The deve1-
opment of the moist pack apricot has meant 
much to the turnover in this fruit, and the 
processors are to be commended on the ad
vances made. 

However, there is a limit to the application 
·of moisture, both in prunes and apricots, and 
it would appear that it is t.ime that some rea
sonable standard were arrived at, between the 
early type of dry harsh fruit and the highly 
moistened product of today. Mr. Evatt, 
chairman of the New South Wales Dried 
Fruits Board, had pointed out the dangers in 
a letter where he quotes the debacle whic.h took 
place in America some years ago as the result 
of overdoing the softening process. This is 
dealt with in a report, in this issue, o£ the 
Victorian Board, and an investigation is to be 
considered. However, no complaints have
been received from the trade to date, and if 
the proper maximums are observed by proces
sors we have nothing to fear. 

Nevertheless, the point made by M:r. Evatt 
is important and calls for the closest attention 
of the· industry. 

Sulphate of Ammonia 
Supplies 

Some concern has been expressed by grow
ers as to the possibility of adequate supplies of 
this necessary fertiliser not 'being available on 
account of war-time shipping re-:.trictions. 
However, an assurance has been given hy the:; 
distributors- that the position was satisftctory. 
More than 50 per cent. of local requue·ments 
were produced in Australia, and no difficulty 
was anticipated in arranging for the importa
tion of the balance. At present, tht:tP. was 
six months' .<:upply on hand. No inchcation 
of price futures is made, but it might be an
ticipated that prices will rise. 

FACING FACTS 

The ifime For Economy 

In a statement issued recently by the man
agement of the Renmark Fruit-growers· Co
operative, some very sound advice was tender
ed to growers in re-gard to some of the essen
tials to be observed if the proper economies 
are to be carried out, and the difficulties that 
are ahead of us during and immediately after 
the war, are to he met. The circular states:-

"Primary prD4ucers are experiencing some 
difficulty in obtaining necessary imports and 
in spite of anti-profiteering measures, priceS 
for the most essential commodities are on the 
rise. The dried fruits producer, as much as 
any other, is at a serious disadvantage as a re
sult of these circumstances. An early return 
to normal conditions cannot be expected; on 
the contrary, we must be prepared for neces
sities to become scarcer and dearer. At the 
present· moment the whole·sale prices of cer
tain growers' requisites are more than double 
pre-war price·s. One or two examples will 
show that the position is one demanding very 
se·rious thought on the part of all producers. 

"The buying price of hessian today is 150 
per cent. up on last year; of carbonate of pot
ash, the buying price is up 200 per cent. Dried 
fruit packing boxes are up 3 3 per cent. In 
addition to thes-e big increases, manure, rack 
and other timber, and a host of other lines of 
everyday use have increased appreciably. Dur
ing the last three years prices received for 
dried fruits have shown a very small margin 
over production costs. It is safe to preSume 
that growers who do not watch costs will 
soon be compelled to live on capital, and this 
can only 'be done for a limite-d time." 

"The following suggestions are made for 
future guidance:-

" 1. Immediately after harvest, gather all 
hessians and place them where they cannot be 
harmed by weather or mice. 

"2. Stocks of carbonate of potash and caus
tic soda remaining at the end of the season 
should be stored in a dry place. Broken pack
ages should be placed in air-tight· containers. 

"3. It has been suggested that cold dip solu
tion, if reasonably free from sugar, could be 
kept until the following year and used as 
stock. 

"4. Wash manure bags and when dry, store 
them with cornsacks to be sewn together for 
side curtains. Bag curtains keep the weather 
out more effectively than hessian and last 
much longer. 

"5. As far as possible provide protection for 
trays and dipping and picking tim. For some 
time to come these will be costly to repbce. 

"We feel that today it is more necessary than 
ever that costs be watched closely. 

"Should returns eventually prove. better 
than is anticipated, nothing will have been lost 
by reason of having kept costs down; having 
due regard to efficiency. As time goes on the 
possibilities of an early peace become more re
mote, and the problem of reconstruction after 
the war becomes more complex. It is quite 
possible that producers will be faced with big
ger difficulties after the war and the best way 
to prepare for this is to cultivate the habit 
of checking up on costs carefully and fre
quently. System and planning ahead are to
day just as essential in the field of production 
as in marketing, manufacture and distribution. 

''The complex problem of world conditions 
likely to arise afte::- the war is one which is 
receiving a great deal of thought by economists 
all over the world, particularly with regard 
to the tariff walls which have been erected in 
protectionist countries. A very influential 
member of the· National Parliament recently 
made the remark that 'Free Trade in Australia 
was as dea·d as Julius Ceasar.' 

"We may find that when the reconstruction 
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Allies Purchases of Turkish 
Dried Fruits 

The following report from the "California 
Fruits News" is of interest. 

It states that the British and French Gov
ernments have undertaken to purchase an
nually during each of the next three years 
Turkish dried fruits and nuts of at least 10 
million Turkish pounds in value, accordmg to 
cables received from the American Embassies 
at London and Ankara. This commitment 
was part of the Anglo-French-Turkish com
mercial agreement, which was announced by 
the British Government on January 17. The 
Allies will use Turkish pounds, which are to 
be derived from service on a Government loan 
to Turkey, to pay for these products. 

The bulk of the Allied purchases ;s expect
ed to consist of raisins dried figs, and filberts. 
Total Turkish exports of dried fruits and nuts 
amounted. in value to 36f million Turkish 
pounds (equivalent to about 80 cents U.S. 
money) in 1938 and 22 million the previous 
year. In 1938 raisin exports accounted for 
40 per cent. of the total value, shelled .filberts 
for 34 per cent., and figs for 15 per cent. 

Prior to the European war Germany was by 
far the principal market for Turkish dried 
fruit and nut exports. In 193 8 that <;_ountry 
took 8 0 per cent. of the raisins exported, 53 
per cent. of the figs, and over 50 per cent. of 
the filberts moving into export. The United 
Kingdom and France, on the other hand, ac
counted for only 3 per cent. of the raisins and 
14 per cent. of the dried figs shipped out of 
the coun txy. 

Allied purchases of dried fruits and nuts to 
the value of 10 million Turkish pounds, which 
were provided for in the agreement, will, ac
cordingly, represen!: nearly 28 per cent. of the 
value of the 1938 movement. In terms of 
quimtity, this will result in substantially 
heavier Allied imports of raisins, figs, and fil
berts than have occurred during the past few 
years. Heavier imports of Turkish raisins in
to Allied countries will adversely affect ex
ports of United States raisins, despite the fact 
that the bleached Turkish product is not dir
ectly competitive with th~ unbleached Cali
fornia raisin. 

MURRAY INDUSTRIES DEVELOPMENT 
ASSOCIAITION LIMITED 

Directorate Appointed for 1939-40 
At the second general meeting of members 

of the above company held at the registered 
office, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne, the chair
man of directoxs, :Mr. P. Malloch, reported on 
the operations in regard to the stabilisation 
scheme that had brought about the formation 
of the company. 

His report indicated that a stage had now 
been reached when the major problems associ
ated with the scheme "had been overcome and 
the work of the directors was now confined 
to minor matters largely of detail and general 
oversight. It was decided, having regard to 
this position, to accept the resignations of 
Messrs. R. A. Haynes and W. A. Wilkin as 
directors. The remaining directors, Messrs. 
Howie, Wniterbottom and Malloch, were re
appointed, the latter being elected chairman 
for the new period. 

Messrs. Hancock and Woodward were re· 
appointed auditors. 

of international trade comes under revit:w af
ter the war Australia may be obliged to revise 
her views very considerably. It seems rather 
anomalous that the owners of broad acres, con
stituting primary producers in this country, 
cannot obtain the cost of production under 
our tariff laws, but that the manufacturer 
pays large div~dends to investors in ;,econdary 
industries." 

Annual Meetings of Branches 
STATUTORY BOARDS' REPORTS 

The reports of the annual meetings of branches of the A.D.F.A. are always of 
interest. Apart from the financial advantage of the activities of the Associ
ation for its members, the cohesive strength of the organisation is greatly in
creased through the medium of full discussion at branch meetings. Leaders 
of the industry are almost invariably available to address these gatherings of 
growers, and many points can be explained to members, that it is not good 
business practice-and the A.D.F.A. is a bog business- to publish to all and 
sundry. It is not asking too much of growers to attend meetings of their own 
organisation once a year. This official journal of the association is always 
open for branch reports, and we would appreciate secretaries sending them 
along. 

Features of the annual meetings of the :Mil
dura Dried Fruits Association and the Aurora 
Fruitgrowers' Association are set out, together 
with aspects on recent developments. Un
fortunately, these reports were just too late 
for inclusion in the February issue of this 
paper, and we mention only those portions 
that have not been dealt with in other columns 
of this issue. 

THE M.D.F.A. 
A feature of the annual meeting of th~ 

above 'branch was an address by 1\.fr. E. J. 
Roberts, who, dealing with the pack figures 
of 1939, which were, currants 22,000, sul
tanas 41,000, and lexias 7000 tons, said that 
there was a reduction of 15,000 tons on the 
previous season. A great deal of this was 
due to seasonal conditions, particularly with 
xegard to sultanas. The monetary value of 
the reduced crop was approximately 
£400,000 less. Continuing, Mr. Roberts paid 
a tribute to the work of the A.D.F.A., and 
added that the operations of M.LD.A., fully 
reported on at Federal Council, had been 
amply justified by results to date. 

STATU:TORY BOARDS 
Reports by these bodies showed that they 

were discharging their responsibilities to the 
best advantage of the industry. The resigna
tion of Mx. A. F. Bell from the Export Con
trol Board on his appointment as chairman of 
the Central WOOl Committee, was regrette:l. 
However, it wa~ hoped, added Mr. Roberts, 
that this resignation would be temporary as, 
as Mr. Bell and the chairman, ~Ir. Thomas, 
through their long and valuable work for the 
industry, had become almost a part of it. The 
speaker dealt at length with aspects of the 
general marketing position and particularly 
the possibilities of the negotiations then in 
progress with the British Government. 

THE AURORA FRUITGROWERS' 
ASSOCIATION 

At a well-attel!ded meeting of this branCh 
the chairman, Mr. S. G. Cutler, referred with 
regret to the rt:signation of Mr. Bell from the 
Control Board. Dealing with the activities 
of the committee, he said that many matters 
had been dealt with during the year. The 
question of the grading difficulties during the 
1939 harvest had been an important one. 

The following members were elected to the 
committee: F.M.I.T. ::irea, Messrs. S. G. Gutler, 
S. R. Mansell, and C. F. Doecke; Merbein area, 
Messrs. P. V. Appleby, D. W. Wishart and W. 
Hodgson; Red Cliffs area, Messrs. P. E. Tickell, 
K. H. C. McCallum, and A. L. Martin; Coo
mealla area, Mes.srs. T. McDonald and K. V. 
Miers; Curlwaa area, Mr. R. McKenzie; Po
mona area, Mr. W. Beal. 

Mr. R. Hampton (manager), after refer
ring to changes in the personnel of the com
pany, said that it was hoped, under the 
re-arranged policy, to give growers eveq sat
isfaction. There would be no sweat box hire 

charges, and in spite of nsmg costs, packing 
charges would be reduced and the bonus to 
growers increased. He added that this rt:vision 
would apply i:£ the season was a normal one, 
as quality of fruit was concerned. 

THE RE-ORGANISATION OF THE 
COMPANY 

Mr. P. Malloch, who has been appointed 
managing director under the readjustment, 
spoke of the reasons for the re-organisation 
and explained some misunderstandings. The 
first contact he had with the position was on 
his return from Canada when he was asked 
to meet certain people in Melbourne, who, in 
turn, introduced him to the board of Henry 
Berry. This firm stated that it was fdt that 
the operations of a large packing company 
called for specialised knowledge and some co
operation between the Irymple Packing C-om
pany and the Aurora. The proposal to amal
gamate was not acceptable as it involved big 
financial problems and eliminated competition, 
which was of adval!tage to the interests of 
growers. Mr. Malloch said that it had been 
decided finally that the lrymple Company 
take a financial intexest, Henry Berry would 
hold the greater financial investment. Mr. 
Roberts was appointed chairman of directors, 
and himself managing director. Referring to 
the forward policy of the company, Mr. Mal
loch added that it would be conducted as an 
independent unit and sales would be in the· 
hands of C.D.F.S. for Comomnwealth central
led markets. He quoted instances of Com
monwealth selling where the previous organ
isation had been at a disadvantage. 

PRESENTATION TO MR. CLEARY BY 
AD.F.A. BRANCH 

At the monthly meeting of the Aurora 
Fruitgrowers' Association, the opportunity 
was taken to express .apprec1at1on of the gen
erous help given to the committee by Mr. 
Cleary, who before entering into a business 
was associated with the Aurora Packing Com
pany for many years. :Mr. Cutler, who made 
the presentation of a gold fountain pen, was 
supported in his remarks by growers from the 
several districts in which the company oper
ates. 

PATENT NOTICE 
Co-operated Dried. Fruits Sales 

Pty. Ltd. 
pERSONS interested in packing Dried 

Fruits or the sale of solutions for 
destroying of insect life in Dried Fruits 
are advised that Application No. 18731/ 
34, dated 3rd August, 1934, has been ap
proved and Letters Patent issued which 
include the use of Ethyl Formate and 
other Esters, and the Patentees intend to 
assert their right to recover damages 
and prevent unauthorised use of their 
invention. 
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J\ustralian ~ri:eb ~ruits 
~:efus 

Official Organ of rhe 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
ASSOCIATION 

All reports, correspondence, etc., should be 
addre.ssed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Stewart P.O., via Red Cliffs, 

Victoria. 

For Advertising Rates, apply W. N. Sumner, 
Victoria House, 46 Queen Street, Melbourne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 75. 

~"''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''"''''''''''''''''''"'''''''"'"''· § All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to ~ 
§ forward items of interest to the industry = 
~ as a whole for- publication in the "News." ~ 
: :: ............. , .... ,,,,,,,,,. .. ,,,,,,,, ........................... , ................ -
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who would write; 
For there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, 
But those whom the trutb would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, APRIL 26, 1940. 

HISTORY 

THERE is an axiom that "History repeats 

itself." Dried fruit growers could wish 

for an early manl'festation of the truth of this 

in the form of another harvesting season like 

the one just about to be completed. The 

vast preponderence of the fruit has been un

affected by rain to any commercial extent 

right through the ripening period to the pre

sent, and the result has been a record high 

quality in a crop that will not be far off a 

record in quantity. We have had other re

cords, as pointed out by Mr. Lyon, an unusual
]y cold Novein.bet, extremely moderate tem

peratures in February and an all time heat 

record, as far as known statistics tell, for 

March. Sultanas have come through excel

·lently, currants have yielded a good crop of 

·good quality, and lexias are very satisfactory, 

if somewhat on the small side. ·All that is 

required to complete the Utopia is a record 

price. Here we come to realities of a diffe·r

ent kind. New chapters in the history of the 

industry are b~ing made by the event of war 

-the recent sale of 24,500 tons to the United 

Kingdom with the probability of a further 

sal.e of some 26,000 tons to Britain is some

thing at once highly sati5factory and immense

ly vital, never conceived ·a year ago. 

And yet there are many problems. Those· 

of the low gr'ade and costly harvest of last year 
are reversed, and we now :find ourselves meet

ing a situation of more high grades, than are 

the normal requirements of our markets. Re

cently Mr. Malloch spent a considerable por

tion of his time in Canada explaining the dif

ficulties of the seasonal conditions and their 

1939 low grades. This year we will have a 

good deal of explaining to do in all markets 

for the 25,000 tons which were supplied in 2 

crown and 1 crown grades last year will this 

season be supplied in 3 crown and 2 crown 

grades. 

Action is being taken to meet this position 

to some extent by instructions to our agents 
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to resctve certain grades; for the manufactur

ing section of the trade can only pay a certain 

·price in keeping with the price of its pro-

duct. Reserving the high grades for counter 
trade in Australia, as an instance, 4 crown 

have been brought closer to the price of 3 

crown with the view of maintaining consump

tion. Packe·rs have been requested to refrain 
from blending fruit at the top of a grade with 

other types, and to endeavor to turn out the 

fullest supplies of the medium grades possible. 

The whole purpose of this policy is, in this 

year of quality so much above normal average 

puchasing ability and the requirements of the 

users, to place on the market as much of the 

popular priced fruit as possible. Trade and 

public goodwill is an important factor. The 

f.a.q. demand for all markets is what we set 

'out to supply, and from the growers angle, 

it is of no loss, but of value. After all, in. a 
year like this it takes less effort and cost to 

produce the high quality than it does to pro

duce the lower grades in .a bad year. In each 

year the indus~ry must endeavor to level, up or 

down, to the f .a.q .. as a continuing long range 

policy, and the grower to obtain the f.a.q. for 

his crop ·with the necessary differentials. 

Each year we are making history in the 

above regard. Under wartime conditions

most of us saw the war from ~~the other side" 

in 1914-18-we are facing new experiences. 
The coming period will demand sacrifices, de

nial of many of the amenities, need for im
provisation and saving - supplies of certain 

essentials are getting costly and ~ca1ce-a 

good deal of patching up will have to be 

done-labor might be a problem, and there 

will be more to do. So much for the new 

pages in the history of this very «historical" 

industry. 

There is always something new, and hap

pening, and out of it all with the victory ·of 

our forces, we will come sounder and wiser 

people with many of the economies and new 

departures part of our routine. 

HELP THE APPLE 
GROWER 

A NATIONAL PROBLEM 
Dried fruits growers can congratulate them

selves at being in the fortunate position of 
having a product that has been declared an es
sential foodstuff. for wartime use, by the Brit
ish Government · Our marketing and ship
ping pro~Jems have been at once greatly sim
plified. 

In our good fortune we should not iorget 
the unfortunate plight of the great number 
of apple growers whose export market has been 
very seriously curtailed, and it was <:1. national 
duty to make every effort to use, and foster 
the use of, more apples. It is not difficult to 
visualise the position the dried fruits industry 
would be facing were we involve-d m S1milar 
problems. We publish the fOllowing state
men~, issued by .the Department of Informa
tion, willingly, and as a duty to our fellow 
producers. 

Australian women, simply by increasing 
their purchases of apples and pears) may help 
the Commonwealth to solve one of 1ts war 
problems, and relieve 12,000 men, their wives, 
and their families, from the thieat OI hard·· 
ship which follows their loss of ove1sea mar
kets in the· interests of the nation. 

The apple and pear trade, since long before 
the war, has been developed largely as an ex
port industry, although the Australian mar
ket, which uses more than half the totd pro
duction, remains, in· some areas at least, the 
the most important factor. 

The war has caused a great decrease in the 
refrigerated space available in ships visiting 
Australian ports, and the space 1s needed urg
ently for the transport to Britain o1 vital 
war needs. 

The apple grower lost his right to at least 
portion of this shipping space because of his 
belief that other commodities were needed 
abroad more urgently - and now he face·s a 
year of excellent crops, with only the home 
market in which to sell them. 

His outlook is not happy, but given the co
operation· of the Australian public, he may 
yet lessen the burden the war has imposed 
on him. 

NATIONAL QUESTION 
The problem is really national. It extends 

far beyond the grower. Unless the industry 
is assisted-and it may be asserted that most
help can be given by the housewi£t', who con
trols the family budget and table-!00,000 
acres of orchards may suffer. 

Industries allied with apple and pear grow
ing, such as timber mills and transport ser
vices, to name only two, must be affected seri
ously, and the general economic effect will in
evitably have an influence throughout the 
community. 

Normally. Australia produces each year 
about 10,000,000 or 12,000,000 case·s of 
apples. An average of about 5,000,000 
boxes is exported annually. Most o± this ex
port surplus is now to be placed on the Aus
tralian market. 

This is where the housewife can assist by 
performing a simple and a pleasant national 
duty. If she increases her purchases of apples 
and pears, she will not only help to solve a 
problem created by the war, she will also in
crease the dietary attraction and value of the 
meals she serves in her home. 

EXPORT QUALITY 
This year's apples will be of sple·ndid type, 

and export quality fruit, in extr;1 fancy 
and fancy grades, will be available throughout 
the Commonwealth, its quality guaranteed by 
Government authority. 

For once, at least, the path of duty is not 
rough or rugged, but pleasant and fruitful. 
Australian apples are known the world over 
for their rich flavor and health promotint; con
tent, and this year's apples will estabhsh a 
new .. high." Recipe books, compiled by ex
perts, are being prepared for the Apple and 
Pear Board, showing scores of new ways to 
prepare attractive apple dishes. These will 
be distributed throughout Australia soon. By 
helping to use what is normally the Common
wealth's export surplus of apples, the house
wife can assist the nation to win an Important 
battle on the home front. 

River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. 

Station 5RM 
LISTEN IN TO YOUR OWN STATION 

Special A.D.F.A. Session, 7 to 7.15 
p.m. (South Australian Time) every 

Monday Night 

Oversea Sales and Market Reports 
and other items of interest to Dried 

Fruit Growers. 
Wave Length, 353 Metres. 
Frequency, 850 Kilocycles. 

Regist'd. Office: 29 Rundle St., Adelaidec 
Local Manager: Box 231, Berrl, S.A. 
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The South Australian 
Dried Fruits Board 

Matters dealt with by the Board at recent 
meetings that are of immediate interest to 
growers are given below. An item of par
ticular interest is that in regard to the work 
being done in connection with the several 
problems associated with prune production. It 
is anticipated that a statement wdl be avail
able to this paper at an early date. 

The Secretary (Mr. W. N. Twiss) submit
ted the minutes of the meeting of the Consul
tative Committee held on February 7 and 8, 
1940, and it was agreed to accept the Com
mittees' recommendation to the State Boards 
to fix the annual contribution for the year 
1940 at the equivalent of 4/3 per ton. The 
chairman (Mr. G. A. W. Pope) sta:ed that the 
committee had closely examined the budgets 
of the State Boards for the year 1940, .and it 
was generally felt that even with a favorable 
crop, all Boards would find it diffi:ult to bal
ance their bud"gets. 

It was finally agreed to adopt the recom
mendation of the Consultative Committee to 
fix the annual contribution for the year 1940 
at the equivalent of 4/3 per ton. 

The opening home consumption quotas for 
1940, as recommended by the Consulta'.:ive 
Committee, were approved subject to a re
view of the figures for prunes and apncots, 
and after further consultation with the 
Boards of Victoria and New South Wales. 

The Board also approved of the committee's 
recommendation to permit for the year 1940 
the marketing of prunes of 120 to the lb. and 
over in terms of the regulatiOllS fixing grade 
standards, which fortunately had not been 
amended in any of the prune produCing States. 

It was also reported that the committee had 
found it necessary to depart from its usual 
practice of appointing its chairman each year. 
The chairman of the N.S.W. Board (Mr. G. J. 
Evatt) was next in order· of rotation, but he 
made a special request to be relieved, and as 
Mr. Pope was de:finitely not available through 
pressure of other official duties, Mr. Parker J. 
Moloney was at length persuadeJ. to continue 
in office for a further year. 

In regard to door classification, Inspector 
P. J. Leighton was appointed grader for the 
Berri area, and the issue of 2 3 classers' licen-

Irrig.ated Areas . . . . 
Non~irrigated Areas .. 

Currants 
t. c. lbs. 

7339 - 84 
2261 15 56 

9600 16 28 

THE NEW A WARD 

Termination of Services 

There has been some daub: in regard to the 
matter of payment to members of the claimant 
union working in this industry. In the recent 
award provision is made for engagement by 
the week or by the hour. This would infer 
that the two days' notice would still apply 
for dismissal, and that the hourly rate would 
have to be paid if notice· were not to be given. 
Rates were also provided for «se·asonal em
ployees" at 3/- per week or part thereof, over 
the basic rat·e. These allowed for dismissal 
without notice. However, as the clause, in-
sofar as it involved the extra payment, does 
not apply until August 1 of this year, 
and it was taken by many to also mean that 
the· new terms for dismissal would not apply 
until that date. 

A survey of the transcript of the case in
dicated that the claimant union was prepared 
to forgo the two days' notice for seasonal 
workers in return for a special seasonal rate. 

ces in Renmark and Berri areas was approved. 
In regard to door classification, a request 

from the A.D.F.A. Berri District Council for 
the appointment of a grader to the Berri dis
trict was approved, and the secretary was dir
ected to request the Department of Commerce 
to nominate a suitable officer for the position. 

In respect to improved cultural practices 
in the non-irrigated areas, Mr. A. G. Strick
land, M.Ag.Sc. (Chief Horticultural Instruc
tor), accompanied by Mr. H. K. Kemp, 
B.Ag.Sc. (Research Officer), wa1ted on the 
Board by appointment. Mr. Kemp dealt at 
length on the progress he was making in re
search work, principally in respect to the pro
blems incidental to prune production. The 
information he supplied was of particular in
terest to the Board, and it was agreed that a 
statement be prepared for press publication. 
Mr. Strickland referred to the value to the 
industry of research work, and trusted the 
Board would see its way clear to renewing its 
subsidy after January, 1941. 

The chairman thanked Mr. Strickland and 
Mr. Kemp for their attendance. 

The final pack abstract "lor the season 1939 
was submitted. This was as follows:-

Sultana.s 
t. c. lbs. 

9691 6 56 
7 8 56 

9698 15 

Lexias 
t. c. lbs. 

2078 9 
10 

2078 19 

Prunes Peaches Apricots Nectarines Pears 
t. c. lbs. t. c. Ibs. t. c. lbs. t. c. lbs. t. c. Ibs. 

Irrigated Areas .. .. 170 7 - 533 16 84 28 18 56 157 4 84 
Non-Irrigated A:i'eas 378 5 84 102 10 - 495 2 84 13 9 56 43 16 28 

------
378 5 84 272 17 - 102S 19 56 42 8 - 201 1 

Renmark Fruitgrowers' 
Co .. operated Limited 

RENMARK 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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9 

His Honor met this position and made no 
mention of any clause calling for two days' 
notice, but allowed for summary dismissal. 
For some reason the seasonal rate was not 
made applicable during the last harvest, thus 
creating a position whereby either party could 
terminate the work at a moment's notice. 'The 
hourly rate being unnecesary. 

The Growers' Defence Committee has taken 
the precaution to have the matter properly 
decided, and. in reply to a request for a ruling 
on the position, it has bee·n advised, through 
its solicitor, that casual employees m.ay be dis
missed without notice, no extra weekly rate 
being necessary. This, in effect, will apply to all 
casual workers employed in periods other than 
those set out as being seasonal, defined in a 
clause wherein it is stated that, "seasonal em· 
ployee means an employee who is engaged by 
the week for recognised harvesting Ol' part 
thereof if employed on the land or block 
where the fruit 1s grown, and for the stemming 
and grading season or period thereof. if em
ployed in a packing house." 

The us-e of the words "by the week" in this 
clause is difficult to reconcile· with the ruling 
of immediate dismissal and it is possible that 
some further interpretation might be needed. 
As the seasonal rate is payable for the week 
or part thereof, it could be that a man who 
worked for several settlers in the one week 
would claim the 3/- from each. This would 
not be the intention of the Court, and the 
point needs watching. 

Under the new arrangement for the fixa
tion of the basic wage, May 1 will be· the next 
date for adjustment. From reports on the 
cost of living figures it might be anticipated 
that no alteration will take place. 

New Zealand Centennial 
Exhibition 

Popular Australian Exhibit 

More than a million people have visited the 
Australian Pavilion at the New Zealand Cen
te·nnial Exhibition, Wellington, states the De
partment of Commerce. 

"There is no doubt that the pavilion has 
been a great success," states the Australian 
Trade Commissioner at Wellington (Mr. C. E. 
Critchley) in a report to the department. 
"Some petsons go to the extent of saying that 
it is the outstanding attraction. Frequent 
references are made by the directors of the 
exhibition and also by the president (th"" Min
ister for Industries and Commerce) concern
ing the attractiveness of the exhibit. There is 
no doubt that the exhibition authorities ap
preciate very much the value of Australia's 
contribution . 

POPULAR EXHIBITS 
"It is difficult to declare which amongst the 

individual exhibits is most popular; possibly 
the surf beach diorama, and an activated fly
ing boat and railway train attract must atten
tion. A "disappearing wireless set'' holds a 
lot of interest and puzzles most of the people 
who see it. The timber exhibit ;s much ad
mired; and the murals are thought, by those 
who have any regard for art, to be outstand
ing. The Cultural Section is something dif
ferent from any other exhibit in the whole 
exhibition. The enquiries made in this sec
tion are most intelligent and generally show 
an understanding of what is being attempted. 
But even in that section there are different 
points of view. For example, an attendant 
was asked by some visiting women to remove 
Norman Lindsay's picture. On the other 
hand, a leading trustee of a leading New Zea
land gallery considered the picture to be one of 
Lindsay's outstanding works, and conterr.plated 
exploring the possibility of purchasing it. 
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AUSTRALIAN GIRL ATTENDANTS 
«The idea of having Australian girls as at

tendants was a wise decision. They have 
done excellent work. They all know the de
tails of the exhibits and have a good know
ledge of Australia, which makes them com
petent to answer most of the wide range of 
questions put to them. Their uniform is a 
feature which has inspired a number of com
plimentary comments. 

VISITORS 
"Prominent VlSltors to the Australian 

Pavilion recently have included the Marquis 
and lvfarchioness of Willingdon, representing 
United Kingdom Government at the .Centen
flial celebrations; Senator and Mrs. McBride, 
who represented Australia; the Papal Legate 
attending the Eucharist Congress; and the 
Australian tennis players visiting New Zea
land for the Dominion Tennis Championships. 

«A gratifying feature is that almost with
out exception the Australian visitors are more 
than satisfied with Australia's represe·ntation 
and are usually good enough to express their 
appreciation to the attendants. Most Aus
tralian visitors have declared themselves to b~ 
proud of the Pavilion. Included in the visi
tors have been numbers of organised parties 
of school children. The largest party num
bered 600. 

FILM 
"The theatrette continues to be most popu

lar. Six programmes per day of Australian 
pictures are shown and interest does not wane. 
On busy nights the "house full" sign has to 
be put up early in each session. The showings 
have resulted in a number of requests for the 
use of the films by educational institutions. 

CANNED AND DRIED FRillTS 
uA tasting day of Australian canned fruits 

has been held. The fruits were sent by the 
Australian Canned Fruits Board and small 
samples were given to women visitors. it 
proVed a most popular attraction and three 
attendants were kept busy opening cans and 
serving the visitors. Some eight and a half 
dozen cans were opened and the comments 
justified the event. 

"A similar demonstration was staged in the 
interests of dried fruits. Small samples of 
table raisins and sultanas were handed out to 
visiting women and this experiment proved 
just as successful. While no licenses are be
ing issued for the importation of Australian 
canned fruits at present, there is no restric
tions on the importation of dried fruits, and 
therefore the direct publicity value of the 
latter was greater." 

A CORRECTfOIN' 
In the February issue of this journal it was 

incorrectly stated that, having been appoint
ed chairman of the South Australian Trans
port Board, Mr. G. A. Pope would be break
ing his official connection with the South Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Board. However, we 
have· received a letter from Mr. Pope to the 
contrary, and it is pleasing, in making this 
correction, to know that his services as chair
man of the Board are still available to the in
dustry. 
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Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board 

A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board was held in Mildura en the 2nd inst., 
and, amongst various routine matter::., consid
eration was given to the subject of dfied 
prunes and apricots-moist pack. It was 
pointed out that the question of the addition 
of excessive water presented a grave danger 
to the Australian dried fruits industry and th1t 
the American expe·rience in relation to the 
abuse of moisture content is being repeated 
in Australia, with the result that Australia is 
heading for the same bre·akdown in the indus
try as occurred in America. It was decided 
that the matter be referred to the Consulta
tive Committee, with a view to the Dried 
Fruits Processing Committee being asked to 
investigate the prcblem of moisture content in 
dried fruits, particularly in relation to dried 
tree fruits. 

The chairman informed the Board that no 
application had bee·n made for the renewal of 
a licence for Mr. H. G. Hand's packing house 
at Vinifera and, ac:ordingly, it had automa
tically lapsed. 

The packing of sultanas in 30-lb. and 60-lb. 
boxes instead of 28-lb. and 56-lb. boxes respec
tively, was discussed and, although it -was too 
early to form a definite opinion, it appeared 

that the new arrangement was operating satis
factorily. 

Owing to the recent resigm:tion o{ Mr. A. 
Rawlings from the personnel of the Board, 
steps were being taken to hold an extraordin
ary election as soon as possible to fill the vac
ancy. Mr. Rawlings will again be eligible 
for re-election. · 

The annual report of the Board for ·the year 
ende·d December 31, 1939, had been printed 
and circulated to growers and various other 
persons connected with the industry. 

After the Board meeting, the chairman (Mr. 
Parker J. Moloney), accompanied by the dep
uty-chairman (Mr. F. M. Read) and members 
of the Board, ~:visited all packing houses at 
Mildura, Red Cliffs, Irymple and Merbein, an::i 
Mr. Moloney expressed himself as being very 
satisfied with the general condition of the 
packing houses and the manner in which th:: 
fruit was being handled. He considered that 
the erection of sun-shelters at the packing 
house doors was an improvement that greatly 
facilitated graders and classers in their work. 

Mr. Moloney stated that he was very pleased 
with the general outlook for the 1940 season, 
which was in marked contrast to last year's 
experience. It appeared, he said, as if there 
would be a record pack, and this was proving 
much easier to handle because of the favorabl:: 
seasonal conditions. Sultanas particularly ap
peared to be of high grade. 

"WARATAH" Brand 
The Man on 

for 
the Land 

"Waratah" Products are 100% Australian from the Iron Ore to the Fence. 

Keep Australian workmen employed. An as
sured home consumption is your best market. 

Australians consume 60% of the total pri
mary production of the Commonwealth. 

A week's work for four Australian work
men is created every time a mile of Australian 
Netting is sold. 

THEREFORE 

Specify 'Waratah' Brand 
WIRE NETTING 

TYEASY FENCE WIRE 
HINGED JOINT FENCE 

STAR STEEL FENCE POSTS 
BARBED WIRE 

ETC., ETC. 
- And See You Gel It -

Sold by all Leading Storekeepers. 

MADE AT NEWCASTLE (N.S.W.) FROM 

B.H.P. STEEL BY 

RYLANDS BROS. (Aust.) PTY. LTD. 
HEAD OFFICE: 422 Lit. Collins St., Melbourne 

Rylands Stand Behind ,Their Products 
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Annual Report of the Victorian State Board 

Closer Co .. operation in Legislative 
Action of States 

Levy to Remain at Four Shillin:5s and Threepence 

The report of the Victorian Board for the period ending December 31 , 1939, 
as a statement to the responsoble Minister, of necessity covers a lot of matter 
that has already been published. However, there is much of interest to grow
ers, and after dealing with the seasonal conditions for the 1939 crop, the danger 
of overplanting', personnel, etc., the report covers several features of its duties 
that are of wide and important interest. 

INTERSTATE LEGISLATIVE AND 
ADMINISTRATIVE UNFORMITY 

It is pleasing to be able to state, continues 
t:he report, that, for the first time since the 
breakdown of the Commonwealth LegislatiOn 
following the adverse decision of the Privy 
Council in t<James v. the Commonwealth," 
the indust1·y, through the loyal co-operation 
of all sections associated with it, has again 
reached a stage of comparative security against 
those influences which, for a time subsequent 
to that decision, threatened its existence. 

As is known, the difficulties which beset the 
industry for the first 12 months following th(. 
Privy Council decision were partially met by 
the implementation of a voluntary agreement 
amongst packers and dealers who undertook 
not to sell in Australia a greater proportion of 
fruit than the quotas declared by the State 
Boards. However, as a number of dealers 
would not subscribe to it, the voluntary agree
ment was never regarded as more than a stop
gap pending the formulation of some more 
effective scheme of orderly marketing and, 
accordingly, the growers' organisation (the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association) decided 
upon a new plan of stabilisation. 

Whilst this action en the part of the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits Association- was calcu
lated to prove very effective in the direction 
of preserving the system of orderly marketing, 
it, however, was very essential to buttress it 
by the provision of adequate statutory con
trol and, accordingly, the State Boards, after 
consultation, submitted comprehensive pro
posals to their respective Governments for the 
amendment of their Dried Fruits Acts on a 
uniform basis. 

Towards ·the close of 1938, the Victorian and 
South Australian Governments took the ne
cessary action by the passage of New Amend
ing Acts providing, inter alia, for the granting 
to the GoVernor-in-Council of complete 
power regarding the licensing of packing 
houses. Early in 1939, the New South Wales 
Government . passed similar legislation, thus 
completing that uniformity in the Acts of the 
producing States so necessary for the welfare 
of the industry. 

All that remained was to secure uniformity 
in the regulations passed by the different 
States. This has now been accomplished, 
thereby ensuring the closest agreement in ad
ministr:ation between the- producing States. 

operated in the Mildura, Merbein, and Red 
Cliffs districts, and one in the Nyah-Woo-rinen 
district. 

Notwithstanding the many difficulties which 
arose as the result of the abnormal 1939 sea
son, it can be said that the system has proved 
highly successful and that, after two years' 
trial, the anticipations of the Board have been 
fully justified in that the arrangement has 
worked to the advantage of the growers and 
with ·benefit to the public as a result of the 
better classing of fruit. 

Conference on Classing, Etc.-Recently, 
the policy has been adopted by the Board of 
calling together, towards the close of each sea
son, representatives of the various interests in 
the industry. consisting of growers, packers, of
ficers of the Commerce Department, and 
members. of the Mildura Classers' and Typers' 
Association to discuss with them the past sea
son's operations. The discussions at these con
ferences are proving most helpful and, as a 
result, many improvements have been effected 
in the classing, inspecting, and handling of 
dried fruits in the light of the experience 
gained. 

ILLEGAL TRAFFICKING 
Whilst the Board is anxious to administer 

the regulations without undue friction, it has, 
nevertheless, been found necessary in the more 
serious cases detected by the Board's inspec
tors to launch prosecutions during the year on 
.account of illegal trafficking and the incor
rect labelling of dried fruits exposed for sale 
by certain retailers. 

Although the volume of illegal trafficking is 
a diminishing quantity due to the effective 
policing methods adopted by the Board, ex
perience has taught that continued vigilance 
is absolutely essential to the stability of the 
industry. 

QUEENSLAND GOVERNMENT'S 
CO-OPERATION APPRECIATED 

Recently, the -question of the illegal sale to 
Queensland merChants of unprocessed dried 
fruits grown in the Southern States has been 
engaging the attention of the Victorian Board, 
which has had the active co-operation of the 
New South Wales and South Australian 
Boards. 

Whilst .an intense system of inspection has 
enabled the Dried Fruits Boards to cope with 

the illegal disposal of dried fruits in the States 
of prodUction, it has long been felt that States 
such as Queensland, where dried fruits are not 
produced, created a decidedly weak link in the 
inspectorial system. 

Once dried fruits thus illegally disposed of 
reached Queensland, the Dri.ed Fruits Boards 
of the producing States were powerless, as no 
avenues of inspection existed there. In such 
circumstances, Queensland afforded a safe and 
favorable market for illegal trafficking in dried 
fruits. 

During the past twelve months, repeated 
discoveries were made of unprocessed fruit 
having been purchased by a certain large 
Queensland firm from the Southern States in 
contravention of the Dried Fruits Regulations. 

If this were allowed to continue, it is clear 
that it would not only prove damaging to the 
industry, but would also be detrimental to 
the Queensland consumer, as Queensland 
would become the dumning ground for in
ferior and low-standard fruit. 

Accordingly, the Victorian Board, acting in 
conjunction with the New Souch Wales and 
South Australian Boards placed the whole 
matter before the Queensland Minister for 
Agriculture, who expressed the opinion, on the 
advice of his officers, that the quantity of un
processed fruit reaching Queensland from the 
Southern States was ''considerable." As a re
sult of thes~ representations, a comprehensive 
Act has now been passed by the Queensland 
Government, which has been carefully design
ed to eliminate the evil, by giving to mspec
tors from the southern States full powers of 
inspection of all premises suspected of dealing 
in unprocessed fruits. 

The best thanks of the Board and the indus
try are due to the Queensland Government, 
f-or its prompt action in. thus closing a danger
ous avenue which, in the past, has been open 
to illegal traffickers in dried fruits produced 
in the Southetn. States. 

PUBLICITY 
This year the Board has contributed the 

sum of £4,5 00 to the funds of the Dried 
Fruits Publicity Committee, which consists of 
representatives of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association and the State B-:Jards of New 
South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and 
Western Australia, and directs the general 
publicity of the industry within the Common~ 
wealth. 

The committee employs two publicity of
ficers, who are placed in charge of its vans 
on the roads, by means of which they are able 
to carry out definite itineraries throughout all 
the States, except Western Australia, showing 
talkie £lms of the industry to the senior pupils 
of schools, and at other gathe·rings en route. 
In all the States, including Western Aus
tralia, window displays at grocers' and store
keepers' shops were also arranged. 

Exhibits were also staged by the committee 
during the year at Melbourne, Sydney, Ade
laide, and Brisbane Royal Sho-ws, and at the 
annual shows held at a number of provincial 
centres. 

PACKING HOUSE DOOR CLASSING 
The system adopted by the Board in 1938, 

as the result of a conference with growers, 
packers, and . officers of the Commerce De
partment, of licensing packing house classers 
and appointing grade'rs to supervise the work 
of these dassers, worked so satisfactorily that 
the system was further extended during the 
1939 season, when six additional graders were 
appointed, making nine in a 11 (one of whom 
was provided by the Commerce Department 
at its own expense). Six of these graders 

Barmera Co .. operative Packing 
BARMERA, S.A. 

Co. 
Ltd. 

DRIED AND CITRUS FRUIT PACKERS AND AG'ENTS 

Suppliers of all Block Requisites 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, Howard Tractors and 
Rotary Hoes, H. V. McKay-Massey Harris Implements. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARM ERA. 'PHONE, BARMERA 30 & 32 
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Annual Report of the Victorian State Board (b) The rate of the levy was reduced from 
5/- per ton in 1938, to 4/3 per ton in 
1939. 

(Continued from Page 11.) 

A noticeable feature of these exhibits was 
the marked inc·rease in the sales of dried fruits 
to the public in comparison with previous 
years. 

It is satisfactory, in the wider sense, to note 
that the consumption of dried fruits within 
the Commonwealth is steadily increasing. For 
the year under review, the sale o£ drted fruits 
in Australia amounted to approximately 
19,679 tons, as compared with 17,519 tons in 
~t936, and it will, therefore, be seen that, over 
this period, the monetary gain to Australian 
growers due to this increased local consump
tion has been considerable. 

It may be assumed that this imurovement 
in Commonwealth sales of dried ir~tts is at
tributable, in no small degree, to the eiiective 
publicity campaign pursued by the corr,mitte·e. 

FINANCE, LEVY, ETC. 
It will be seen from the Statement o~" Re

ceipts and Expenditure attached herecu that 
the balance in the fund at December 31, 
1939, has been reduced by £2,294/14/2 dur
ing the year. The receipts for 1939 were ap
proximately £4,900 less than in 1938. This 
reduction was due to two factors:-

(a) The tonnage of fruit handled in 1939 
was, owing to the unfavorable season, 
considerably less than that handled in 
1938. 

It will be realised, therefore, that with this 
marked depletion in its funds, the task of the 
Board in endeavoring to avoid an increase in 
the levy for 1940 was not an easy one. 

In this task, Board members kept constantly 
before them the unavoidable demands made 
upon growers in connection with the recent 
stabilisation plan adopted by the Australian 
Dried Fruits Association in order to prese·rve 
the vital principal of orderly marketing. 

An examination of the Statement of Re
ceipts and Expenditure referred to will show 
that there remain few, if any, avenues for a 
further cutting down of the Board's expendi
ture. 

STATISTICS. 

In this regard, it may be stated that the 
purely administrative, or office costs of the 
Board, amount at present to little more than 
one-fourth of the Board's total expenditure, 
which leaves little or no opportunity for fur
ther curtailment in this direction. 

PACKED WEIGHTS Of FRUIT PRODUCED IN THE VARIOUS IRRIGATION 
DISTRICTS (UP TO DECEMBER 31, 1939). 

Currants Sultanas Lexias Tot a I 

Dried Vine Fruits Per- Per- Per~ Per· 

Tons centage Tons ~fn~~1~1 Tons of Total 
centage 
of Total Tom: 

centage 
of Total 

The major portion of the Board's outlay is 
occasioned by such items as publicity, inspec
tion and grading costs, and in providing 
against illegal trafficking, and it is generally 
agreed that to further curtail these services 
which are so essential to the industry's well
heir ig would be economically unsound. 

Mildura District- Pack Pack Pack 
Mildura City and 

Irymple . . . 4,047 40.6 6,776 24.9 1,399 30.8 
Merbein . 3,002 30.1 5,760 21.2 858 18.9 
Red Cliffs .... 2,368 23.8 10,549 38.7 1,827 40.1 

--- --- --- --- --- ---
9,417 94.5 23,085 84.8 4,084 89.8 

Nyah West ....... 293 2.9 1,673 6.2 114 2.5 
Woorinen ....... 216 2.2 2,161 7.9 256 5.6 
Tresco and Lake Boga 2~ I 280( 97 2.1 
Goulburn Valley . . . 

14( 
.4 ;) 1.1 .. s 

Miscellaneous l -- --- --- --- --- -·--
9,968 100.0 27,212 100.0 4,551 100.0 

Prunes Peaches 

Per- Per-
centage centage 

Tons. of Tons. of 
Dried Tree Fruits Total Total 

Pack Pack 

Mild ura District-
Mildura City and Irymple . . . . . . 1 5 5 7.4 
Merbein .................. · · 2.2 
Red Cliffs .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 4 .. .. .. 

5 2.2 5 7.4 

Nyah West .......... 
Woorinen .. .. .. 7 3.1 .. .. 
Tresco and Lake Boga .. 4 1.8 .. 
Goulburn Valley .. .. .. .• 170 75.6 63 92.6 
Miscellaneous . . . . .. .. .. .. .. 39 17.3 .. 

225 100.0 68 100.0 

Pack 

12,222 29.3 
9,620 23.0 

14,744. 35.3 
--- ---
36,586 87.6 

2,080 5.0 
2,633 6.3 

403 1.0 
7( 

22~ 
.1 

--- ---
41,731 100.0 

Apricots 

Per-
centage 

Tons. of 
Total 
Pack 

7 25.0 
.. .. 
.. .. 
7 25.0 

.. 

. . 
16 57.1 

5 17.9 

28 100.0 

1\·evertheless, the Board, by carefully plan
ning ahe·ad, has determined to maintain the 
levy for 1940 at its present comparatively low 
level.' This will necessitate calling upon the 
Board's reserve funds and, in the circum
stances, it will, therefore, be readily under-

Nectarines Pears Tot a I 

Per- Per- Per-
centage centage centage 

Tons. of Tons. of Ton<;. of 
Total Total Total 
Pack Pack Pack 

.. .. 13 3.8 
.. .. 

.. .. 4 1.2 

.. .. .. 17 5.0 

.. . . 7 2.1 
4 u 

16 100.0 265 78.6 
.. . . 44 13.1 

.. .. 16 100.0 337 100.0 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS UNDER THE DRIED FRUITS ACT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
31st DECEMBER, 1939. 

RECEIPTS 

To Balance at 1st January, 1939-
Australian Consolidated Inscribed Stock 
Cash ....................... . 

LevY on Growers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
To adjust oversales on Commonwealth 

Market ................... . 
Costs allowed in court Cases, Illegal 

T'rafficking . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Miscellaneous Recoups . . . . . . . . 
Interest on Inscribed Stock . . . . . . . . . . 

£ S. d. £ S. d. 

6040 0 0 
9277 6 10 

15,317 6 10 
8,819'. 5 11 

550 15 9 

11 14 6 
158 3 6 
237 17 0 

£25,095 3 6 

PAYMENTS 

By Chairman's allowance 
, Board Fees . . . . . . . . . . 

Travelling Ex.penses, Car Hire, etc. . . . . 
Staff Salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Inspection Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

, Rent ......................... . 
, Postages, Telephones, etc. . . . . . . . . 
, General Adverti.sing . . . . . . . . . . . 

Election Expenses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Services of Department of Agriculture . . . . 

, Special Inquiries, Illegal Trafficking ..... . 
To Adjust S:ales of Fruit on Commonwealth Market 
Victori'an Publicity ..................... . 
Gontribution to Dried Fruits Joint Publicity Commit-

tee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 
Audit F·ee ................ .. 
Incidentals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Balance at 31st December, 1939-

Inscribed Stock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cash ..................... . 

£6,040 0 0 
6,982 12 8 

£ 8. d. 
445 0 0 
429 2 1 
387 11 5 

1,232 0 4 
2,565 9 9 

235 4 0 
160 15 2 

91 4 ti 
24 2 0 

150 0 0 
1,518 10 10 

113 5 5 
15~ 1 10 

4,340 18 2 
5 5 0 

215 0 4 

13,022 12 8 

£25,095 3 6 

In addition, £54/5/- was paid to Consolidated Revenue as fee~ for regiStration of Packing Houses and tra·nsfer of Rflgistration. 

I certify that in my opmwn the above statement exhibits a true and 
correct view of the financial position and transactions of the Board 
during the year ender 31st December, 1939. 

(Sgd.) W. H. COVE, Deputy Auditor-General. 

22nd Janua,ry, 1940. 

(Sg,d.) PARKER J. MOLONEY, Chairman 
(Sgd.) E. M. SUFFERN, Acting~Secretary 

Audited and found correct. 

l Victorian Dried 
S Fruits Board. 

(S,gd.) W. L. DAVIS, Inspecting Officer. 

2·2nd January, 1940. 
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stood that continuance of the contribution at 
the present rate will necessarily be influenced 
by the nature of the forthcoming seasons. 

GENERAL 

The report concludes with a reiteration of 
its policy of the maintenance of the closest 
.co-operation with the Export Control Board, 
the Australian Dried Fruits Association, and 
.other State :&lards, and the Department- of 
Commerce, and expresses its appreciation of 
:the work of these bodies for the industry. 
The highly successful operations of the pack
ing companies in the handling of a ve1y dif
:ficUlt harvest is stressed by the Board. Deal
ing with the work of the members of the 
~oard and the staff, the chairman states his 
personal appreciation of the advice and co
operation of the members and of extra services 
rendered by the s~aff in the absence of the 
'Secretary, Mr. Cremor, who is on active ser
vice. 

SMALL PRUNES 

DIVIDED OPINIONS AT YOUNG, 
N.S.W. 

We have received a letter from a grower in 
the Young district asking for an opinion on 
the position of small prunes. It is consider
ed by some that a lot of small prunes in South 
Australia were unsaleable and had to be de
stroyed in 1938. This ·opinion is contested 
by others and we have been asked to set out 
the facts. 

This is best decided by setting out the rela
tive points of a letter on the matter from Mr. 
W. Twiss, the secretary of the South Austral-
ian Dried Fruits Board. He states: 

"I have noted the reference in Mr. Finn's 
letter to 'something said at a meeting of the 
Dried Fruits Board during a discussion about 
small prunes of 1938 prune crop, that a lot of 
small prunes tha: year were unsaleable and 
had to be thrown away.' 

"I think there is some confusion in Mr. 
Finn's mind regarding a meeting of the Dried 
Fruits Board, and the statement is somewhat 
indefinite. Perhaps he is referring to the In
terstate Conference of State Boards held in 
Sydney in May 28 ,1938, when there was some 
discusson on the small prune problem. There 
was, however, no reference whatever in this 
discussion to the destruction of ·prunes, and 
conference passed the following resolutlOn:-

" 'That this conference recommends that 
uniform regulations be made in the three 
producing States eliminating prunes of all 
varieties of a count smaller than 120 to the 
lb. when packed, and that such regulation 
come into operation in the 1939 season.' 

«You are perhaps aware of subsequent hap-
penings as there was an increasing production 
of 'smalls' in the seasons 1938 and 1939. 

At the instance of the N.S.W. Board, it 
was fi.nafly agreed by the State Boards to take
no steps for the present to approach the re
spective Governments to amend the regula
tions governing grade standards for prune's 

«In regard to the statement that a quantity 
of •smalls' was destroyed in 1938, I have no 
record of this for the reason that in the col
l~ction of statistics of aU varieties of dried 
fruits, grades are not taken into account. My 
records, therefore, do not show what propor
tion was over 120 to the lb., or, indeed, of any 
counts. In any case, where fruit is not mar
ketable, it does Mt come within. tbe purview 
of the Board, .as it is not treated in a packing 
house. 

"Dried fruit, hOwever, that is treated in a 
packing house and, in the opinion of an inspec
tor is not fit for human consump-ion, is al
lowed export credit provided it conforms to a 
grade standard prescribed by the regulations. 

AUSTRALIAN PRODUCTION 

The quantity of dried fruits harvested in the 1939 season, and processed and :packed in 
Australia up to the 31st December, 1'939, was:-

Victoria 
South Australia 

*New South Wales 
·western Australia 

Currants Sultanas Lexias 

tons 
9,968 
9,601 
1,282 
3,256 

tons 
27,212 

9,699 
4,114 

358 

24,107 41,383 

tons 
4,551 
2,079 

395 
411 

7,436 

Prunes Peaches Apricots Ne·c- Pears. Total 

tons 
225 
378 

1,049 

1,652 

tons 
68 

265 
120 

453 

tvn;:; 
28 

1,019 
187 

1,234 

tarines 

toils 

41 
2 

43 

tons 
16 

201 
2 

tons 
42,068 
23,283 

7,151 
4,025 

219 76,527 

*Includes 4,233 tons of New South Wales fruit packed in Victorian packing houses. 

.The production percentages of the various States to the total Australian pack up to the 
31st December, 1939, were as follows:-

Currants. Sultanas Lexias 

% % % 
Victoria 41.4 65.8 61.2 
South Australia 39,8 23.4 27.9 
New South \Vales 5.3 9.9 5.3 
\Vestern Australia 13.5 .9 5.6 

--- --- ---
100.0 100.0 100.0 

This fruit is usually diverted to wineries, dis
tilleries and for stock food, and there is al
ways a proportion of this each season. If any 
quantities, therefore, are destroyed apart from 
that which qualifies for export credit, there is 
no record of it as it is not considered part of 
a grower's production. 

«I hope this is clear. 

"I have today spoken to my friend, Mr. R. 
A. Haynes, in the matter, asking him if he 
could supply any information in regard to Mr. 
Finn's statement. Mr. Haynes is •au fait' 
with the prune position and is secretary of 
the S.A. Prune Growers' Associaton. He has 
authorsed me to state:-

«(!) In the year 1938 a quantity of weather
damaged prunes, approximately 8 0 tons, was 
destroyed as being in an unmarketable condi
tion. Th~s quantity, however, was of various 
counts and its destruction was due only to 
weather damage and not to size 

"(2) In 1939 a large proportion of 'smalls' 
was brought into consumption in consequence 
of the shortage of higher grades, which was 
general throughout the Commonwealth, 

"The 1939 season explains the reasons for 
not pressing for an amendment of the regula-
. " trons. 

We hope that this explanation of the his
tory of small prunes, from an authoritative 
source, will clear up the misunderstanding. 
The small prune is a problem and, it cannot 
be too greatly emphasised, the Association 
needs the utmost co-operation of growers in 
meeting it. 

Prunes Peaches Apricots Ne.c~ Pears. Total 
tarines 

% % % % % % 
13.6 15.0 2.3 7.3 55.0 
22.9 58.5 82.6 95.3 n.8 30.4 
63.5 26.5 15.1 4.7 .9 9.3 

5.3 

100.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

PERSONAL 
In the Annual Report of the Victorian 

State Board the chairman, Mr. Parker J. Mol
oney, expressed the appreciation of the Board 
of the service rendered to it by 1ts secretary, 
Mr. W. Cremor, who has been appointed sec
ond in command of the Field Artillery unit 
raised in Victoria for the 6th Division 2nd 
A.I.F. It was unanimously decided to hold 
his position open until his return from service, 
members wishing him the best of good for
tune and a safe return. To these good wishes 
must be added those of the industry, with the 
hope that the movement of events overseas 
will make his absence a short one. 

OBITUARY 

A MILDURA.. PIONEER PASSES 
The death of .Mr. Robert Rutter Corbould, 

at the age of 78, brings the loss of another of 
the pioneers of the lvllldura settlement. 

Arriving at Mildura in the very early days 
of its development, the late Mr. Corbould es
tablished a 'business and held a fruit-growing 
property. He was active in public s.ervice, 
particularly as chairman of the Mildura hos
pital for m.any years, and in connection with 
the Horticultural Society. His work for the 
district was of great value through a period of 
doubts and dangers so successfully overcome 
by the loyalty and determination of the pion-,-, eers. >-

1
t

1 

WHEN YOU BUY 

CANADIAN PRODUCTS 

IN buying Canadian products you contribute to the 
mutual prosperity of both Australia and Canada by 

encouraging trade· between ·the ··two" countries. Canada 
buys Australian dried fruits and other primary products 
and Australia in turn buys Canada's capital goods such 
as aluminium. asbestos, softwood timber, newsprint, 
novelty textiles, tools of trade, etc, For information about 

imports from Canada consult the Canadian Government Trade Commis
sioners' offices at Sydney (L. Moore Cosgrave) and Melbourne 
(Frederick Palmer). 

CANADIAN GOVERNMENT~~ TRADE COMMISSIONER 

Box 3952 V, G.P.O., Sydney .•... 83 William St., Melbourne, 
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New South Wales Dried Fruits Board 
TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 

Shows Record Crop for 1938 
In the annual report for year ended June 30, 1939, presented to Parliament, the 
Board sets out the many features of its work and gives some interesting pro
duction figures. The production of dried currants and sultanas during the 
1938 season was the highest on record. In addition, the quality of the fruit 
was excellent, the climatic conditions during the growing periods being favor
able, particularly during the ripening, and drying periods. The 1939 season was 
adversely affected by excessive heat and unseasonable rain during the drying 
period. . 

The figures for the yields over the past nine which are of much concern to the growers in 
years are of interest and indicate fluctuations this state. They are as follow:-

1939* 1938 1937 1936 1935 1934 1933 1932 1931 

tons tons tons tons tons tons tons tons tons 
Currants .. .. 1276 1070 994 691 1012 780 696 538 446 
Sultanas .·. .. 3976 5805 4981 4223 3141 3539 4635 2953 2084 
Lexias .. .. 371 384 350 371 309 295 272 182 215 

-- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
5623 7259 6325 5285 4462 4614 5603 3673 2745 

* Estimates only, subject to alteration on completion of 'packing operations. 

Details of the 1938 and 1939 crops> givi.ngdistrict' crops, are given hereunder. 

1938 Season-
,Currants ........ 
Sultanas .......... 
Lexias .. . ..... 

1939 Season-
'Currants ........ 
Sultanas ........ 
Lexias ............ 

.. 

.. 

.. .. 

Produced o~ 
Murrumbidgee 

Irrigation 
Areas. 

Tons 
71 

716 
11 

--
798 

52 
380 
-

--
432 

Produced in remainder of 
New South Wales 

Packed in Packed in 
N . .S.W. Victoria 

Tons Tons 
225 774 

1455 3634 
13 360 

-- --
16~3 4768 

434 790 
946 2650 

91 280 
-- --
1471 . 3720 

Total 

Tons 
1070 
5805 

384 --
7259 

1276 
3976 

371 
--
5623 

For tree fruits, a similar comparison is set out in the report and should be of interest. 

The figures are as follow: 

1939* 1938 1~37 1936 1935 1934 1933 

tons tnns tons tons tons tons to:ns 
Prunes .......... .. 1010 2131 2444 1541 1720 1626 1912 
Apricots .. . . .. . . 185 326 123 384 278 429 208 
Peaches .... .... 105 139 124 152 167 139 147 
Nectarines .. 4 4 5 16 11 13 16 
Pears .. .. . . . . 2 7 11 9 13 12 20 -- -- -- -- -- -- --

Total ...... . ... 1306 2607 2707 2102 2189 2219 2303 

*Estimates only-subject to alteration on completion of packin~ Operations. 

Dried prunes are produced in the Young 

district and on the Murrumbidgee irrigation 

areas. In normal seasons small quantities are 

also produced in the Albury district, and neg

ligible quantities are produced in the Junee 

and Wentworth localities. 

Dried apricot!~, peaches, pears and nectarines 
are produced <>il the Murrumbidgee and Curl
waa irrigation areas. 

The quantities of dried tree fruits produced 
in the various districts in New South Wales 
during the 1938 and 1939 seasons are as 
under:-

Young 
District 

Murrum· 
bidgee 

Irrigation 
Areas. 

Albury 
District 

Went· 
worth 

District 

Remainder 
of New 
South 
Wales 

Total 

1938 Season- Tons 
Dried Prunes . . . . 1306 
Dried Apricots .. -
Dried Peaches .. -
Dried Nectartines -
Dried Pears .. .. .. -

1939 Season-
Dried Prunes .. .. 678 
Dried Apricots .. -
Dried Peaches .. -
Dried Nectarines .. -
Dried Pears .. .. .. -

Tons Tons 
813 8 
288 -

60 -
1 -
2 -

330 
160 -

28 -
2 -
1 -

Tons 
1 

38 
79 
4 
5 

25 
77 

2 
1 

Tons Tons 
3 2131 

326 
139 

5 
7 

2 1010 
~ 185 

105 
4 
2 

The exceptionally hot and dry conditions 
during the growing period followed by exces
sive and continued rain during the drying 
period were responsible for the comparative 
failure of the dried prune crop during the 
1939 season. The quality and size of the fruit 
were also adversely affected. In some instances 
the continued rain during the drying periOd 
caused a fermentation to set up whlc.n was not 
always readily apparent. In order to save 
growers the cost of freight in sending these
prunes to packing houses, an mspector was 
detailed to inspect the dried prunes on the
farms, and advis,e as to whether they were in 
a fit state Ior processing and packing. 

During 193 8, an excessive proportion of the' 
prunes produced in the Young district were 
of small size due to dry conditions, otherwise· 
the production of the State was above aver
age in quantity and quality. 

The varieties of prunes grown in New 
South Wales are principally Robe de Sargent· 
and D' Agen. The acreage of other varieties. 
is negligible. Experience during recent years 
has shown an increasing preference by con
sumers for the larger size prunes prucessed in: 
tins. Marketing organisations also report a 
preference for the D' Agen variety of prunes,. 
particularly where small size grades are sought. 

The quantity of dried apricots and peaches: 
produced each year is dependent on the finan
cial returns available from sales to the canner
ies and on the fresh fruit market and is there
fore subject to heavy fhictuation. 

ORDERLY PRODUCTION A PRELUDE 
TO ORDERLY MARKETING 

By co-ordination between the Dried Fruits= 
Boards of the producing States, the quotas are 
made uniform throughout the Commonwealth 
except in Western Australia, where a special 
arrangement operates in respect of sultanas 
only. 

As the quotas indic-ate, Australia is faced 
with the problem of disposing of large quan
tities of dried fruits in- -excess o.f the normal 
requirements of its local markets. In order to 
prevent, as far as possihle, the existmg over
production assuming even more serious di
mensions, the Board, in conjunction with the 
Dried Fruit Boards of the other producing 
States, assisted by the Governments of those 
States, and the Commonwealth Government 
discourages further planting for the produc
tion of dried fruits. Thus in connection with 
the norderly marketing" of dried fruits, ~·or
derly production" is kept in view 

The Consultative Committee, consisting of 
the Chairmen of the various State Dried Fruits 
Boards, met on a number of occasions during 
the year. The object of the committee is to 
ensure, as far as possible, uniformity in adinin
istration by each Board. The functions of the 
committee are advisory and cover such mat
tets as recommendation of uniform quotas, 
contributions by growers and genei-al matters 
of policy. 

PUBLICITY 
The Board is represented on the Dried 

Fruits Publicity Committee, the personnel of 
which is identical with that of the Consul
tative Comniittee, with the addition of a re
presentative of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association. 

The Publicity Committee is responsible for 
the organisation of dried fruits publicity 
throughout Australia, comprising exhibits at 
the Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide and Brisbane 
Royal Shows, and at various country shows, 
shop window displays, leCtureS at schools, 
newspaper and ·radio advertising, etc: 

The cost of the publicity is contributed ·bY 
the industry; through the Dried Fruits ·Boards 
and the Australian Dried Fruits Association. 
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The value of the work accomplished is re
flected in the progressive increase in consump
tion of dried fruits in Australia, during recent 
years. 

In addition to contributing to the funds of 
the Publicity Committee, the Board under
takes many services in New South Wales on 
behalf of the committee, especially in connec
tion with the distribution of display material 
for shop window exhibits and the d·stribution 
of dried fruits recipe books to housewives. 

POLICING AND GENERAL 
A number of investigations mto illegal 

transactions in dried f1·uits were undertaken 
by~ the Board's Inspector. Legal proceedings 
were instituted in :five instances and convic
tions secured in each case against the offen
der. l'he dried fruits stocks of a consider
able proportion of the grocers and pastry
cooks located in the country districts of New 
South Wales were inspected. 

It is an -offence under the regul::ttions to 
either sell or purchase dried £ruts which have 

not been packed and graded at a packing 
house registered with the Board. With a view 
to increasing the difficulty of disposing of 
dried fruits which have not been packed and 
graded in accordance wlth tlie regulations and 
have not been accounted for to the Board, ex
planatory circular letters are forwarded each 
year to all storekeepers, grocers and bakers 
in New South Wales pointing out that it is an 
offence not only to sell but also to purchase 
dried fruits which have not been treated at a 
registered packing house. During the year un
der review, the Board despatched 3192 of 
these circulars as follows: 

To grocers and storekeepers ............ 2,280 
To bakers and pastrycooks 9 I 2 

The despatch of these circular letters very 
materially assists the investigations and inspec
torial work of the Board in relation to illegal 
trading. 

The enforcement of the provisions of the 
Dried Fruits Legislation relating to hygienic 
treatment, trading and packing of dried fruits 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE AOCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 1939. 

To Allowances-

Chairman . . . . 
Secretary . . . . 
Board Members 
Inspectors . . . . 

Ree:oup to the Water 
Conservation and Irri
gation Commission for 
Administrative Costs-
Services of Secretary 

from July to Decem-

£ s. d. 
100 0 0 
100 0 0 
400 0 0 
84 14 3 

ber, 1938 . . . . . . . 125 0 0 
Services of Secretary 

and other officers 
from January to 
June, 1939 . . . . . . 375 0 0 

Salaries and Wages 
Overtime-tea money 
Fares (Rail, etc.) .. 

Tr,avelling Expenses
Chairman, Secretary 
and Board Members 46 9 4 

Inspector . . . . . . . . 567 0 10 

Postal and Telegraphic 
expenses . . . . . . . . 

Printing & ·stationery .. 
Inspection Services-De-

partment of Com-
lnerce . . . . . . 

Advertising . . . . 
Audit Fee . . . . 
Sundry Expenses 
Depreciation of Furni-

ture ........... . 
Contributions to

Consultative Commit-
tee . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Dried Fruits Publicity 
Committee . . . . . . 150 

Surplus-Excess of In
come over Expenditure 

0 0 

0 0 

£ s. d. 

684 14 3 

500 0 0 
462 11 8 

5 10 0 
67 4 10 

613 10 2 

80 15 4 
24 18 9 

343 15 6 
21 18 2 
25 0 0 
16 16 1 

1 19 10 

160 0 0 

148 14 9 
-----
£3,157 9 4 

£ s. d. 
By Growers' Contributions . . . . 1,503 12 0 

Packing House Registration 
Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 5 0 
Quota AdjustmentS . . . . . . . . 4 0 0 
Subsidy Received from Other 

State Boards
South Australian 

Board . . . . . . £ 542 10 0 
Victorian Board 1,068 10 0 

Interest on Motor Car Purchase 
1,611 0 0 

Advance Account . . . . . . 11 16 6 
court Fees and Costs . . . . . 15 10 

/!;Vi~' ffs,;§• ,. I ~ •r {~'1', I '%\ 
'\"' \ i n'' y· •; 

.\ ~ ~/ "'" ,, 

·~~~;,;;;/;/' 

£3157 9 4 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT JUNE 30, 1939. 

LIABILITIES 

:Sundry Creditors . . . . 
Subsidy Received in 

Advance from 
other State Boards 

Reserv·e for Inspec
tion- Services . . . 

Accumulated Funds
Ba}ance at July 1, 

£ s. d. 

1938 ........•• 5388 9 3 
Less Adjustments in 

1938-1939 on Ac
count of Previous 
Years . . . . . . . . 117 13 9 

£5270 15 6 
Add Surplus from in-

come and Expendi-
tm·e Account . . . 148 14 9 

ASSETS 

£ s.d.l £ s.d. 
14 1 3 Cash at Treasury 

Sundry Debtors-
Growers' Contribu-

376 0 0 I tions . . . . . . . . 1382 2 7 
Dried Fruits Publi-. 

750 0 0 city Committee . . 87 16 8 
Victorian Dr i e d 

Fruits Board . . . . 8 16 6 
Motor Car Purchase 

Advance . . . . . . 344 6 7 

Prepayments .. 
Furniture less Depre-

1 ciation .. 

£ s. d. 
4668 11 0 

1823 2 4 
50 0 0 

17 18 2 

5419 10 3 

£6,559 11 6 £6,559 11 6 
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is one of the most important functions of the 
Board. Until recent years it was not possible 
for financial reasons to thoroughly undertak~ 
the necessary inspection work involved in en
suring that all dried fruits were packed at 
registered packing houses as required by law. 

In this connection the Board acknowledges 
the :financial co-operation extended by the 
Victorian and South Australian Dried Fruits 
Boards to enable illegal traffic in dried fruits 
to be properly policed. It is considered that 
as a result the volume of illegal traffic in dried 
fruits is now negligible. However, the ex
perience of the Board shows that continued 
vigilance is necessary to maintain the present 
satisfactory position. 

At a meeting of the Australian Agricultural 
Council held in May, 1938, the following re
solution was unanimously adopted by the Min
isters for Agriculture of the six States of the 
Commonwealth and representatives of the· 
Commonwealth Government: 

.. This Council agrees that 
clueing dried fruit~ shoufd 
Dried Fruits Acts to: 

(a) make them uniform; 

all States pro
amend their 

(b) provide for the annual registration 
of packing houses expiring on De
cember 31 each year; the granting, 
renewal or transfer of such registra
tiOns to be in the sole disc·retion of 
the Governor-in-Council." 

Legislation accordingly was mtroduced by 
the States of New South Wales, Victoria, and 
South Australia. The New South Wales leg
islation is uniform not only in principle, but 
also in actual verbiage with the new Victorian 
legislation, and uniform in principle with the 
new South Australian legislation. 

Meetings of the Board have been avo:ided 
whenever possible in orcJer to reduce expendi
ture. Much of the business of the Board has 
been transacted by correspondence, members 
of the Board being domiciled in widely separ
ated districts. This course is authorised by 
the Act. 

The secretarial work of the Board has been 
undertaken by Mr. G. A. Try, by auangement 
with the Water Conservation and Irrigation 
Commission, whilst certain miscellaneous 
duties are also undertaken by officers of the 
Commission. 

For the season 1939 the contribution by 
growers towards the cost of defraying the ex
penditure involved in the administration of 
the Dried Fruits Act and carrying out the 
duties also undertaken by officers of the 
was reduced from 5/- per ton to 4/3 per ton. 

Sir William Glasgow High 
Commissioner in Canada 

The many growers who served in the First 
Division in the last war will feel particular 
satisfaction at the appointment to the new 
post of High Commissioner in Can.ada of their 
erstwhile Divisional Commander, Sir William 
Glasgow.· Having regard to the fact that 
dried fruits is the principal export to that 
country from Australia, it was felt by the 
Board of Management tha! the new High 
Commissioner would be greatly assisted in his 
duties if, before going to Canada, he were able 
to pay a visit to .the principal centre of pro
duction at Mildura. 

An invitation was extended from the Board 
for Sir .William to pay a short visit, and ar
rangements were made to give him a dose con
tact with the industry. However, it was, 
unfortunately, impossible in the short time at 
his disposal, and in his reply to the Board he 
stated that he greatly appreciated the invita
tion, but his prior engagements did not leave 
him free to accept. 
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THE 1939--40 SEASON 
By A. V. LYON, M.A.g.Sc. 

The reason why so many climatic records 
are broken in this district is without doubt 
due to the fact that our weather data goes 
back for a mere fifty years. Older countries, 
with longer re·cords, seldom have conditions 
that did not occur 'before. Within the last 
fifteen months three records have been shat
tered. The heat waves of January and Feb
ruary, 1939, Were ·greater in intensity and ex
tent than previously. Later in the year, a 
period in the spring gave us the coolest period 
on record; and now it has been followed by 
record average te'!nperatures for March, 1940. 

The particular Interest in these records lies 
in their effect on· the grapes. What we term 
maturation stuClies have now been in progress 
for a number of years; but it is only in the 
last two years of these records that the sway 
from normal has been sufficient to create much 
public interest, and to have a definite bear
ing on growers' operations. 

The interest ln maturation studies was de
monstrated by the attendance of over 1000 
dried fruit growers at the various meetings ar
ranged in early February to give an account 
of the rate and time of ripening in the season 
just over. All the records can do at this 
stage is to show how the growth, sugar rise, 
and acidity fall compares with other years. 

From these facts it is possible to make a 
fairly accurate forecast of the expected date 
of ripening; and of the maturity level. These 
factors naturally vary on individual holdings, 
but not so much as many people imagine. The 
eighty odd vineyards from which the figures 
were drawn showed little variation except in 
those where an excessive numb:=r of canes 
were laid down. This year, the date of full 
maturity was at least a week later than usual; 
and the level of maturity was low. On the 
whole, the publicity given to the late develop
ment, and the general r..ecognition of this con
dition 'by the growers, has been responsible for 
an average delay of about a week in starting 
picking. The chief error made was in pick
ing currants too early; though a few growers 
offended similarly with sultanas. The gordo, 
always the Cinderella of the vineyard, was as 
usual neglected until last, and with the hot 
weather developing, most of them were over
ripe and wasting by the time they were 
picked. 

THE YIELDS 
Most of the dreams of a record harvest 

evaporated long before harvest. It is a bit 
early yet to hazard a guess at .final figures; 
but it may be said that yields are very good 
and quality high. The lack of sugar is shown 

by the high number of sweats to make a ton, 
and the difficulty of getting 56-lb. into the 
normal box. This last feature refers particu
larly to currants, and has been accentuated by 
over-drying, as so many racks of currants fin
ished off during the :yery hot weather in 
March. 

SPECIAL PROBLEMS THIS YEAR 
The available Information as to the lateness 

of the season was used in two ways. The date 
of picking was of course put back, and in ad
dition the date of the final watering. Normal
ly, pumping stops about the end of the first 
week in February, and this year it was ex
tended until about the middle of the month. 
Had it been known that the record hot March 
was in, front of us, we could have- irrigated a 
little later still. A few growers, wise after 
the event, are now pointing this out, but noth
ing was said about it at the time. Taking 
the seasons as a whole, it is not safe to irrigate 
late into February, as in most years our 
troubles come from harvesting too late. This 
year it did not happen, but I expect the Ad
visory Boards will make the same decisions in 
future if faced With a similar set of circum
stanc~s. 

THE FALLING LEAVES 
The hot March accelerated this happening, 

which, on the whole, is much more acute than 
usual. This year the leaves were grown un
der abnormally cool conditions, and showed 
signs of going off at the first spell of hot wea
ther in early January. The hot March, oc
curring just ·before irrigation was due, finish~ 
ed them off in many places. Not many people, 
how~ver, were prepared to take water when it 
did start on the sultanas, though it was eagerly 
awaited for the limited areas of late grap:=s 
and citrus. 

The chief point of concern now is the ef
fect on next year's crop. It cannot affect 
the number of fruit buds very much, since 
most of these are formed, and separatE: into 
fruit and shoot buds, much earlier in the year. 
The effect if any will b~ on the maturation 
and development of the cane and the size and 
development of the buds. Although it is 
true that the falling of the leaves is not a 
good thing, we must still remember that this 
has been no unusual thing in past years, and 
has been followed by a good crop in a num
ber of cases. 

If we have a low percentage of fruit buds 
next spring, it can b~ put down to the re
tarded and weak development of the shoots 
during the growing part of the season. These 

shoots may have had enough to do trying to 
keep up the development of the grapes they 
were carrying, with a posSible neglect of bud 
development. Records of seasons like the 
last one are insufficient to hazard a forecast of 
bud development; but it is comforting to re
member that in cooler climates the percentage 
of fruit buds is often very satisfactory. Last 
year, the percentage of fruit buds was deter
mined by Dr. Barnard in the late autumn, and 
approaches are being made to have this done 
again this year. The leaf fall was of course 
less marked by those who were lucky enough 
to be last to water in February, and is certain
ly less on vineyards where deep summer work
ing of the soil is practiced. Fortunately, the· 
lateral growth that is now- coming is quite 
normal. It is disastrous only when next 
year,s buds burst, and this is happening only
on terminals and the back wood of the canes. 

The season can be summed up as a wonder-. 
ful March which got us out of a lot of 
trouble. 

The London Market 

Number of Types a Difficulty 

Speaking at a recent me·eting, Mr. P. Mal
loch said he was under the impression that th:! 
system of hand1ing fruit generally in the U.K. 
was too cumbersome and expensive, and that 
far too many types were offered on the Lon
don market, this in spit,e of the fact th:at when 
fruit reached the hands of the retailers there: 
was no such price segration of types. 

He stated that it was the policy of the ex
port Control Board to endeavor to correct this 
matter in future, and, with that in view, be· 
was confident that during the war, and pos
sibly after the war, a crown grade certificate· 
would accompany all shipmen~s of fruit to the 
U.K., and that for 3-crown grades and under 
there would not be any variations in price· 
within the crown. 

This would mean that the fruit would 
leave here as 3-crown, and would go into con
sumption as such in the U.K. without any in
termediate bargaining in respect to variations 
within the crown. He stated that in sultanas 
of 4-crown grade and over it would be advis-· 
able to retain the present system of appraise
ment, but that during the period of the war 
the Food Ministry of the British Government 
was not a:_ all keen to handle luxury lines. 

W AIKERIE A.D.F.A. EXECU!TIVE 
At the annual meeting of the A.D.F.A. 

held at Waikerie the following executive was 
appointed: Messrs. J. R. Jemison, L. W. !\.n
drew, R. 0. ]. Dunning, R. G. Lambert, 12.:.
B. Williams, J. ]. Odgers, A. E. Seary, and J. 
B. Murdoch (ex-officio) . 

Aurora Packing Company Proprietary Ltd. 
PACKERS OF ALL VARIETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 

PACKI.NG HOUSES AT 

Irymple, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: TRYMPLE. 

Union Assurance Society Ltd. 
Cresco Manures 
Tiny Tim Power Washer 

We Supply AU Growers' Requisites. 

AGENCIES: 
A.M.P. Society 
London & Lancashire Insurance Co, Ltd. 
Sentinel Power Duster 

"Aurora For Service'' 
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