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VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
Amended Regulations - Grade FL'i:ing - Levies -
Expenditure -· Dried fruits Plantings - Rutherglen 
Bug - Graders, 1946 - Packing House Inspections. 

A meeting of the Victorian Dried Fruits Board was held in Melbourne on 
the 31st January, 1946. Mr. Parker ]. Moloney (chairman of the Board) pre
sided and there were present also: Messrs. F. M. Read (deputy chairman), S. R. 
Mansell, H. V. Davey, A. Rawlings, D. A. Cockcroft and D. E. Barry Wood. 

SEEDED LEXIAS REGULATJONS 

Th.e. Chairman referred to discusions which 
had taken place at the last meeting of the 
Board in regard to the advisability or other~ 
wise of· making ·an amendment to the Dried 
Fruits Regulations to cover seeded lexias. 

Before taking any action :in this matter, 
members decided that a letter should be for
warded to the Supervisors asking for full 
particulars in regard to the procedure whi-ch 
is at l)resent in operation in respect to fruit 
for seeding I;~Urpo.ses, at the same time re
questing a detailed statement setting out the 
nature of the difficulties (if any) which are 
being experienced in regard to the control 
of such fruit. 

With reference to the representation of the 
Board on the Grade Fixing Committee, Mr 
Moloney informed members that he was in 
receipt of a communication f.rom the Depart
ment of Commerce stating that that Depart
ment would be: pleased to agree t·J the. pro
posal that the Victorian Board should nom
inate one representative to be a member of 
~h0 c··-,;'Jn F"l'xin_g: f'.m~c~'iHoA. Accordingly, 
it .was resolved, on the ·monon uf Mr Davey 
and- Mr Rawlings, that Mr S. R. ,Mansell be 
appointed to represent the Vict::Jria.n Board on 

. th.e . .,, .. Gn~.de Fixing Committee at Mildura. 

LEVIES AND EXPENDITURE 

The question of levy and estimates of ex
penditure for 1946 were considered by mem
bers when it was decided tq maintain the 
levy at the level of 4/3d per ton to which it 
was reduced in 1939. In this connection, the 
Chairman said he thought it necessary to 
point out the serious p·::sition which might 
arise in the event of the pack fi.g·ures for 
1946 a:b.d 1947 bein·g as low as those in 1945. 
This wou1d result in .such serious inroads upon 
the Ba,ard'S finances that there would appear 
to be no alternative but to make an increase 
in the lety. <j 

The Chairman referred to Le Resolution 
which had been passed at the recent Gen
eral Interstate Conference ·asking that an ap
proach be made to the Department of Com
merce and Agriculture, >Yith a view to seek: 
ing a reduction in regard to the Board's p-ro
portion of inspection costs on fruit sold with
in the G::mmonwealth. Mr Moloney stated 
that he was in communication 'IYith the Min
ister for Commerce on the matter. 

iNCREASED PLANTIN.GS 

The Chairman stated that arising out of 
correspondence which had passed between 
Mr J. H. Gordon anp Mr G. J. Evatt (Chair
man, New South Wales Board) regarding al
leged increased plantings of dried vine fruits 

in New South VV"ales, a Composite Commit
tee, consi§ting of one nominee from each of 
the three State Boards and the ADF'A had 
been formed, with Mr J. H. Gordon as con
venor. Mr S. R. Mansell had been appointed 
to represent the Victorian Board. 

,Mr Mansell said that he had attended the 
first meeting of this Committee on Tuesday, 
29th January, 1946, at the Grand Hotel, Mil. 
dura and reported briefly on the investiga
tions which had been made. He expected 
that another meeting would take place shortly 
and that a complete report would be furnished 
to the Board in due course. 

RUTHERGL8N BUG CONTROL 

Following upon advice received from the 
Director of Agriculture stating that it would 
be necessary, in view of the widespread use 
of D.D.T. for the contml of Rutherglen Bug 
on dried tree fruits in the Goulburn Valley, 
for Mr D. G. Quinn (Viticulturist) to visit 
every drying green, Mr Moloney reported that, 
prior to Mr Quinn's departure, he had ar
ranged a meeting ·which was attended by 
Mr F. l\11";. Read (Deputy Chairman); Mr H. R. 
Tinney (representative Chief Fruit Inspec
tor); Mr D. G. Quinn and representatives of 
the selling agents . 

REJECT FRUIT 
It was arranged that Mr Quinn should take 

samples of "reject" fruit with him to Shep- . 
parton for the purpose ,cf demonstrating to· 
growers the type· of fruit which would be un
a-cceptable for packing, thus saving them the 
trouble and expense· of drYing and sending 
such fruit to Melbourne. 

Mr D. K Barry --wood (dried tree fruits 
representative on the Board) ~uggested that 
Senior InspeCtor Walsh should keep a close 
watch on the p,osition at Shepparton with 
a view to preventing any illegal trafficking in 
reject fruit. 

VISIT BY MINISTER 
At this stage, the Minister of Agriculture 

(Han. W. G. McKenzie, MLA) paid a courtesy 
viSit for the purpose of meeting_ members 
of the Board. The Chairman, after intro
ducing him to members, extended him a yery 
hearty welcome and briefly outlined some of 
the problems which the Industry had en
countered in the past and which _w_ere being 
experienced at the present time, particularly 
in regard to further plantings ,of dried vine 
fruits. 

Mr McKenzie expresse_d his pleasure at 
meetin~ members and stated that he would, 
at all times, be pleased to help the Industry. 
He asked that, befor.e he left Melbourne to 
attend a Conference of the Australian Agri
cultural council at Sydney, he be supplied 

with the figures quoted by Mr Moloney in 
respect to matters in which., th~ Board was 
deeply interested. 

GRADERS FOR 1946 

.Mr Moloney informed members that Min
isterial approval had been received for the 
1;1p-p-Ointm.ent ,of 8 graders' for the 1946 season 
and that, in accordance with the usual cus
tom, the Department of Commerce would sup~ 
ply the services of the ninth grader. Th,e Min
ister had also approved of the appointnient 
of a number of Inspectors under the Dried 
Fruits Act, 1938, for 1946 and arrangements 
were being made for the gaZettaJ of th.ese 
appointments. 

With regard to licences fior Classers for 
1946, Mr Moloney said that a list, containing 
the names of applicants, had been submitted 
to th~ Chief FrUit Inspector !(Department o.f 
Commerce) for favor of his comments prior 
to the issue of such licences. 

PACKING HOUSE REGISTRATIONS 

Mr Moloney stated that, following upon an 
inspection .d packing houses prior to their 
registration for the current year, it had ·been 
reported to the Board by the Inspection Staff 
that, whilst /the majority .of the packing 
houses· were in a proper ·Condition to process 
_dried fruits durini 1946, there were still a 
few I;l~:teking houses where the machinery and 
working equipment were far from clean and 
definitely not in a condition for registration. 
In these cases, the Board had determined 
that re::;istration would be withheld pending 
a satisfactory report from the Inspection 
Staff of the Department of Commerce. 

AUSTRALIAN LEXIA.S 

Quality Appreciated In U.K. 
Market 

The following para::;raph appeared in 
the "London Grocer," dated 29th Decem
ber, 1945:-. 

For a number of years the Valencia raisin 
held the foremost position in this country, 
and it was not easy for competitors to have 
even a look-in. At first Australian Lexias, 
although not lacking in flavour, were "sugary" 
and poor in ap-pearance. ~Following the adop
tion ,o.f a -concerted system of grading and 
processing, there was a general irilprove
ment in the Lexia raisin, and for a. few years 
befQre the war selected parcels were in keen 
demand, and commanded good prices. 
Although during the war both Australian 
Lexias and Walthams have hardly been seen 
in grocers' shops in this country, it is cer
tain that when open trade is resuscitated. 
Australian seeded raisins are likely to find 
the_ m.ost ,...t"fLVOur in the Unit.ed- Kingdom, with 
every prd"Spect of further deveLopment both 
in regard to a large extension of trade and 
enhanced nrices. 
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THE PRINCIPLES OF CROP INSURANCE 

Experience of Australian States 

Crop insurance against hail and other damage, which is always a live sub
ject among fruitgrowers in New Zealand, is now more than ever under discus
sion in view of recent eiemental visitations. These comments by Mr. R. B. 
McMillan, an expert in the New South Wales Department of Agricu:ture, pub
lished in the New South Wales Review of Marketing and Agricultural Economics, 
will give growers a studied viewpoint on the whole question. 

Crop insurance is s~id to be one of the old
est forms of insurance known, it having been 
practised in various European countries for 
close on 200 years. The principal form which 
it has taken has been insurance of cereal crops 
against damage by hail. However, some 
schemes covered fruit and other crops, while 
hail insUrance was often linked also with fire 
insurance. 

Generally speaking, the initiative came not 
from private firms, but fr,om the farmers them
selves, the schemes being launched in the 
form of irou);!s or .societies of farmers joining 
together for their own benefit. These groups 
were generally on too small a scale to be able 
to withstand tb,e, losses in exceptionally bad 
seasons, and at an early stage they had to be 
assisted by ihe State. 

STATE'S INTEREST 

This early intervention bY the State has 
meant that it is now customary for the State 
to exercise supervision, if not in the fixing of 
rates and conditions, at least in conducting 
some form of central bureau for the corllpila
tion of statistical data on climate and crop 
yields. 

In some countries, of course, the State has 
taken a more active part still and coll(].ucts its 
own insurance schenie. However, the most 
notable feature of these early European hail 
insurance schemes was their non-profit-making 
natrirEl. 

CROP INSURANCE I;N AUSTRALIA 

In spite of its long history abroad, crop in
surance is relatively young in this country. 
The present position in New South Wales, for 
instance, is that it is still difficult to obtain 
any· form of crop· insurance except against hail 
damage to cer~als, and even this form of in
surance is still at an early stage of develop-
ment. - · 

Actual underwriting ·of hail insurance began 
about 1912, and since thai date a number- of 
private insurance companies operating in this 
State have been accepting this business, bUt 
they appear to do so chiefly for the reason 
that it tends tO attract with it the more pro
fitable busine:ss of workers' compensation and 
fire risk insurance. 
~or the purpose of assessing hail losses 

there was formed a body called the Hailstone 
Loss Assesso-rs' Association which ·.acts on be
half of all the companies undertaking hail in
surance business. The association has estab· 
Jished six regions, each with one loss assessor 
acting on behalf of an the companies con
cerned. 

For the purpose of fixing premiums, the 
State has been divided into- two zones only, 
the premiunf rate for the northern part of the 
State being 90/· percent., and for the southern 
part 60 I- percent. 

Ther.e has bee:n virtually no intervention by 
the Government in this :field; however, more 
recently farmers' organisations have been 
pr~ssing for tJ::te Government to intervene, pre· 
sumably in the hope that improved conditions 
for farmers would result. 

INSURANCE COMPANY'S VIEWS 

Hail insurance on fruit crops in New South 
Wales is aCpresent carefully avoided by the 
insurance co:nipanies. A num-ber of companies 
had dealt with this business in the past, but 
their losses were $0 severe, -presumably be· 
4::ause the risks had not been correctly antici
pated, that they now tend to avoid this type of 
business. 

On this point, it is interesting to note the 
comments ·of a Royal Commission of Ip.quiry 
into the Fruit Industry of New South \Vales 
in 1939, which gave considerable attention to 
the question of hail insurance for fruit. 

The Royal Commission reached the conclu
sion that a properly organised system of hail 
ins1,1rance for fruit would be of substantial 

benefit t{) growers, that such a scheme should 
be workable if organised under Government 
supervision, but that it would need some per
iod of sudsidy before a proper actuarial basis 
for premiums· could be reached on the ba•.is of 
expei'ience. 

HAIL COVER IN QUEENSLANO 

The success of hail insurance schemes in -
Queensland, and the: repeated representations 
that this State should follow Queensland's ex· 
pereience, make it of interest to outline briefly 
the position in that State. 

Queensland has hail insurance schemes for' 
wheat, barley and for fruit in the Stanthorp~ 
district. Each of these schemes is adminis
tered by a board set up under the Primary 
Producers' Organisation and Marketing Acts. 
The sch~me covering wheat was introducetl 
about 1926. Premiums are collected by a levy 
on all wheat delivered and are limited to. H 
per cent of the value of deliveries. Thls fund 
may be supplemented from reserves, and 0P. a 
number of occasions this has actually been 
done. 

FULL COVER ACCEPTED 

Crops are covered from the middle of Augus~ 
to the end of January and compensation is 
paid only for full destruction of the crop, or if 
any remaining part of the crop is delivered to 
the State Wheat Board. No claim is met un
less losses are g;reater than 5 percent of the 
crop, while no loss will be assessed at more 
than 24 bushels to the acre. 

The average cost of this insurance to the 
grower has worked out at slightly over ~d a 
bushel. The scheme appears to have worked 
well and with the wholehearted support of 
wheatgrowers. The barley scheme is roughly 
similar. 

The fruit scheme has operated in the Stan· 
th.orpe area since 1933, and has been the sub
ject of somt~: experiment. In the early stages. 
it was voluntary, but it was later found desir· 
able to put it on a compulsory basis. 

ALL-RISK INSURANCE IN U.S.A. 

Perhaps the moSt interesting development in 
the fie:ld of crop insurance recently has been 
the introduction of an all-risk insurance 
scheme in the United States. Based on the 
report of a committee of Government and 
farmer repres~ntatives formed in 1936, all-risk 
insurance was introduced by Act of Congress 
in 1938 to coVer the 1939 wheat harvest. 

Administered by the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corp_:::.ration, as part of the Unted. States De
Partment of Agriculture, the scheme airns at 
giving stability to farm incomes by protecting 
farmers against all risks except neglect anfl 
malfesance .on their part, or failure to reseed. 

Both pr8miums and losses were calculated 
in terms of bushels of wheat, and were pay 
able either in wheat or its cash equivalent. Re
serves were also carried in terms of wheat, a 
fact' whiCh tended to give stability to the mar
ket. 

The basis of c3Jculation of premiums was 
that a certain yield was guaranteed to the 
farmer, either 50 or 75 percent of his. average 
crop yield, whichever b,e chose; calculations 
were ,on an individual farm basis, so as to bal
ance each -farmer's prospective compensation 
payments with premiums J.;!aid over the long 
period. 

Administrative costs were met by the Gov
ernment and wherever possible existing agen
cies were used, thus making it possible to 
dovetail the scheme with other . activities of 
the Dep-artment of Agriculture aimed a'~- en
couraging the adoption of better farm man
agement methods. 

WHY SOME SC.HEMES FAILED 

A similar scheme was intr.oduced for cotton 
in 1942 and inVestigation has also gone a fah· 
way towards enabliilg the early application c!' 

allrisk insurance to corn, citrus, tobacco anrl 
rice. Yet in spite of the careful planning 
which had gone into the wheat and cottC'n 
schemes, they were liquidated by order of the 
U.S. Congress as fro,m the 1st January, 1944. 

The reason f.or this actiOn was the failurP. 
to establish a sound actuarial basis for the 
scheme and the inability to eliminate the 
"moral hazard," it· being QOssible for farmers 
to choose the years in which they would par
ticipate so as_ to collect compensation in bad 
seasons and to avoid premiums in good se::!..
sons. As a re:sult, the Corporation regularly 
made an adverse $election of risks·, and losses 
averaged from 4 to 5 million dollars a year, o~· 
about a half of the amount of premiums co1-
lected. Furthermore1 these losses occurred 
during a period whe:n crop_s were generally 
above the average. 

Th_e Corporation was liquidated against the 
advice of the three main growers' organisa
tions, against opposition inside Congress, atid 
with the unwilling consent of the President. 
Subsequently, it appears to have been made a 
plank in each candidate's policy in the recent 
Presidential election and now all-risk insur~ 
auce is reported to have been reintroduced as 
from the beginning of 1945. 

Fuller d~ails are n:>t yet available, but pre
sumably this means that all·risk insurance will 
now be a permanent feature of American agri. 
culture. 

PROBLEMS OF CROP INSURANCE 
The main lessons learned from these hail 

insurance schemes appear to be these: 
(1) Lo·sses must be easy to assess.-

This implies the existence of amPle field 
staff experienced in loss assessment, and the 
existence_ of reasonable standards of product 
for the commodity concerned against. which 
losses can be gauged. If affected crops cannot 
be fairly quickly inspected; if it becomes diffi
cult to judge whether losses have been caused 
by hail or other uncontrollable factors; or by 
preventible factors such as some disease or 
neglect; or if it is hard to state what stage 
the crop would reach had loss not occurred 
then there is a serious danger that misrep
resentati-on and exaggeration of losses will 
prejudice the success of any insurance scheme. 
(2) Schemes Must Be Broadly Based. 

Small groups are not in a position to accu
mulate the reserves necessary to meet the 
losses which might occur in a run of bad sea
sons, or even perhaps in one bad season. If 
a scheme embraces a large number of contri
butors and a wide area with reasonably var
iety of climatic _experience, and is as a result 
losses in any one season tend to be restricted 
to only a fraction of the total participants, 
then stability is more easily assured. 
(3}_ The Actuarial Basis Must Be Sound. 

If premiums are not accurately related to 
th_e actual physical risks then farmers for 
whom premiums are inordinately high will not 
participate, while those for whom premiums 
underestimate the risk will tend to participate. 
thus making it inevitable for the scheme to 
incur losses over th.e long period: Conse
quently, insurance \must be based on accurate 
knowledge of climatic data and of average 
crop yield e:xperience. · 
(,4) There Must be Some Form of Governme·nt 

Supervision. -
Experience seems to show that crop insur

ance makes no progress unless the State takes 
the initiative in fixing premium rates, guaran. 
teeing Schemes, or even subsidisin.g them. It 
seems that only a State-supervised scheme can 
gain the wid~ spread of risk necessary and can 
afford to estal,llish premium rates close to the 
levels suggested by accurate actuarial calet~· 
lations. F'armers, with their traditional lack 
of interest in insurance, appear most unwilling 
to pay prem1mn rates high enough to suggest 
that exc-essfve reserves are being built up at 
their expense. 

STATE-SPONSORED SCHEMES 
Perhaps the ideal form of crop insurance 

would be a compulsory, State-supervised, all· 
risk scheme, with premium rates based on 
each farm's individual experience. However~ 
at least in New South wales, the statistical 
information, both for cropS and growers, re
lating to e:ach individual farm is simply not 
available. Theref·Ore, it is at once impossible 
to make an accurate assessment of each farm
er's individual risk. 

Compulsion, without which a sufficiently 
broad cov¢r could probably not be obtained, is 

(Continued Next Page) 
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SULTANA DEVELOPMENT, 1944-46 

Past Two Seasons In Review 
(By A. V. LYON, M:.Ag.Sc.) 

The 1945-46 season must be recorded as very unusual. For a complete 
review, however, it is necessary to .also consider the 1944-45 season, because 
it appears certain that the production conditions of the previous season have 
had an influence on the sultana development of 1945-46. 

The points of interest are that the seasonal influence on the sultana were 
observable, immediately in some particulars, and that· weather abnormalities 
also had a residual effect on the vines. 

The first notable happening in .1944 was a 
very hot September. The average monthly 
maximulh temperatures ~or September ....yas 70 
degrees Fahr. F'or 1944, the average Septem
ber maximum was 76~5 deg. Fahr.-and a 
monthly rise of over 'Six degrees is quite ·un
usual. In addition, there were strong hot 
winds. The temperatures for ·October and. No
vember, 1944, were very close to the average, 
the only unusual feature being recurrences of 
the hot, dusty winds usually associated with 
drought conditions. 

'The next point of interest is the effect on 
the vines. The hot winds of September burnt 
off the growing terminals of the sultanas, up 
to six or eight leaves being deistr-oyed imme~ 
diately; and the Qlder leaves ml the basal part 
of the shoot fell over the mid-season period, 
until in many vineyards there were very few 
of them left by the end of January. Fruit 
losses occurred in the form of bunches wasting 
at setting time; a very poor setting in many 
cases; and a ~rolonged period of berry fall. 

NATURAL FALL 
There is a natural fall every year at setting 

time, which; ranges. up to 80 perce_nt of the 
1lowers. We had this natural fall in 1944; but 
then the berries continued to fall until about 
mid~December in some cases; and at this stage 
all chances .of an 2-verage yield for the dried 
fruit areas were lost. 

Tl\ere were two other unusual features in 
the 1944-45 development. The grapes.: grew 
very slowly, and ev:entually matured at about 

unpalatable at any time, and would be even 
more so if it could be demonstrated that the 
scheme was not based on data sufficiently ac
curate to avoid injustice and anomalies as be~ 
twe_en particular farml;l. 

VARIETY IN RISKS 

two~thirds of their normal .size. The sultana 
shoots developed a number of weak laterals. 
These laterals developed in extraordin~ry 
numbers, in some cases one at the axis of 
every leaf. The laterals were of the non-per
sistent type, and had dropped by pruning time. 
We cannot find, nor have we heard of, any 
record of a similar happening. ~he probable 
explanation is that the small size of tlie berry 
was due to loss of the mature leaves which 
supPly nutrition- to the berries; and the lateral 
development was the sultana's effort at the 
leaf recovery. 

UNUSUAL PRUNING PROBLEM 

The nett result was that the pruner was 
faced with an unusual problem, in that the ef
fective canes were much shorter than usual. 
The Victorian Departnient of Agriculture 
made a survey of the cane types available for 
pruning in 1945. These were determined. at 71 
percent of "Tapering canes"; 25 percent with 
"Short Terminal Laterals,.; and 4 percent with 
olle "Strong Lateral Continuation." The ef
fective pruning length, without using small 
wood with close buds, was usually at or under 
10-12 buds. 

The next item of interest was the percent~ 
age of fruitful buds as determined by micro
scopic examination of the buds in 1\{ay. There 
were several outstanding points. 

1. The basal portion of the cane contained 
a higher :P-ercentage of fruit; bu,ds_ than usual. 
The total -percentage of fruit buds was high, 
but not a record. · 

2. The ·canes tapere_d, the terminals bey·ond 
the 10 or 12 bud being small, with very 'Short 
nodes. 

3. The part of the bud which ultimately de
veloP& the bunch was small and inferior on the 
terminals as compared With the basal portiOn 
Of the cane. 

1945.46 SEASON 

At pruning time there was in most vineyards 
less prUning wood available than usual; and 
the- eXpectation was that ~h¢re would be less 
shoots, and, consequently,_ less bunches than in 
record years. · This expectation proved wholly 
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incorrect, because the percentage of buds 
which sprouted was .extraordinarily high. 0~ 
the dormant buds, usu,ally 60 to 66 Percen_t 
sprout. In 1945, the sprouting percentage 
eclipsed all previous records, ranging up to 90 
percent. This· urge to grow on the part-of the 
sultana was reflected also in wood more than 
·one year old, from. Which many 'Shoots arose. 

There has been no. explanation ·of the high 
percentage of shoots from dormant buds; and 
if we hazard a guess it is that the growth pro
moting substanCes wer~ very active, or, alter
nately, the substances which prohibit .growth 
were less active. We shOuld mention that, 
apart from the substanceS which supplY n1:1~ 
trition "to the niant, there are- sp8cia,l grow.th
pr-o-moting substances which increase growth 
activity, -These substances are not determined 
in most plants, inclu,ding the sultana. 

In the s!)ring of 1945, we had in nearly all 
vineyards a reCord crop showing as far as the 

· number of bunches were -conc_erned. our 
doubts that the large crop would be realised 
were based on the sup:positi·Jn that most vines 
were carrying more buncbes than they could 
mature. Spring weather much below the aver
age in temperature deepened those doubts. Be. 
f-ore the raihs, maturation records sh,owed a 
decided lag in the grow of the berries, and also 
a proportion of bunches failing to· mature, and 
in s-ome cases commencing to waste. I;arly 
tests showed that these faulty berr;es wHe 
of small size, with Baume reading up to two 
degrees below the average of the rest of the 
crop. 

The ultimate possible result from ;:he big 
crop showing before the rains will never be 
kn,o.wn, on account of the damage when t~e 
rains came; but we did have evidence that 
the early expectation-s had been considerably 
rc:~duced before the rains came. 

At this stage, it was apparent that the 
recommendation for short pruning was a good 
one, mainly by accident, because the shortage 
of pruning wood was full ycomJ;ensated for bY 
the high sprouting percentage. After the rains 
came, th.e- recommendation for short pruning 
proved to be the best, or shall we say the luck
iest, that we could have made. Where short 
noded terminals were retained, they produced 
a mass. of w·eak shoots, and a low-hanging 
clump of bunches on, which wastage from the 
commencement was at a maximum. With 
short prunin.g th;e wastage was not nearly. s·o 
much in evidence; and qu,ite good sultanas 
were harvested on many vineyards in late 
March. · 

DRYING SEASON 

The drying season was characterised, by re
curring ra~ns in February, and low temper.:a
tures in March. F'or this month, the a_verage 
maximum daily temperatue (79 degrees) wa§ 
nearly six degrees below the avera,ge- for 
March. These low temperatures had the dis
advantage of slow~drying, the advantage of 
less berry drop and less mould. The- ultiinate 
result is not yet known, beca,use relatively 
little fruit has reached th.e packing houses, but 
it is apparent that the dehydrators will be very 
busy. 

Some crops, too, are more amenable to in
surance than others. For instance, wheat is a 
uniform commodity, and it is not difficUlt to 
judge a farmer's probable loss given the mar~ 
ket value of the- remainder of the season's 
cr,op. For fruit, assessment of loss is mor•3 
difficult, since often it is impossible to say 
how much damage has been caused to the fruit 
by hail and how much by other causes affect-
ing quality. · 

For commodities lik.e vegetables which_ are 
far from uniform, lOJ:!S, and damage can be due 
to a wide variety of causes, not the least im
portant of which is negligence on the part of 
the g:vower. 

THE MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE 
FRUIT CO. lTD. 

With vegetables, too, the absence of any uni
form standards of quality make it difficult to 
judge the extent of losses, and also make it 
easier for misrepresentation on the part of 
growers to -cause a drain on insurance funds. 
Then, again, ,some commodities, such as rice' 
and tobacco in this State are grQwn only in 
fairly restricted regions, where the incidence 
of climatic factors causing loss would tend to 
be uniform; this would make it difficult to 
spread the incidence of losses evenly from one 
season to another. 

The above arguments are not intended to 
show that satisfactory crop insurance schemes 
cannot be worked out for every commodity. 
They are merely intended to show that there 
are real Jtractical difficulties, which are not the 
!Same fo'r every commodity, and that wide ad
ministrative expereince and sound statistical 
data are necessary before a scheme can be 
introduced. Indeed, the important contribu
tion which successful crop insurance can make 
to stability of farm incomes is such that every 
effort must be made which will assist in its 
satisfactory development. 

II I 
MIL DURA 

NOMINAL CAPITAL £150,000 PAID-UP FUNDS £143,000 

Packers of all Classes of Dried and Fresh Fruits and Citrus 

Manufacturers of Jams, Marmalade, Cordials, Fruit Juices, 
Tomato and Worcester Sauces 

"PADlOCK" BRAND 
Packing Houses: Mildura, Irymple, Merbein, Curlwaa (N.S.W:) 

All Classes of Insurance Risks Undertaken. Life Assurances Effected 

Growers' Requisites Stocked at all Branches 
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The Activities of The Association 
Weather Forecasts - li'rost Insurance - Prune Counts 
- Extra Plantings - Blood and Bone Manure - Inter
state Charges Fund - Differentials for Lexias and 
Walthams- Supplies of Materials. 

At the February meeting of the Board of Management of the A.D.F.A. the 
matter of final account sales differentials for lexias and walthams was reviewed 
in the light of marketing developments during 1945. Details of the decisions 
made are set out in this summary of the work of the Board. The question of 
prune counts was dealt with at length, as it is considered by the Board that, in 
view of the need to supply to trade requirements wherever possib!e, great care 
must be taken before making any drastic change in grading practice. This 
matter is dealt with in these notes, and other items dealt with are set out. 

LEXIAS AND WALTHAMS 
DIFFERENTIALS 

Following an investigation of the position 
brought about bY an alteration in grading of 
Le:x:ias and Walthams the Board resolved: 

"That in respect to the differ€ntial of £2 per 
ton-- fixed for 5.crown and Seedless over 3-
.crown, examination of the seasonal marketing 
operations discloses that the variation should 
be only £1/2/6 per ton, which was brought 
about by' the incidence of the · higher price 
obtained for the new grade, i.e., seeding only, 
introduced in 1945 and it is further resolved 
that the previous variation be rescinded and 
£1/2/6 variation of 5wcrown over 3~crown be 
substituted. When the 'Seeding only' grade 
·was listed, it was recognised that arrange
ments would have to be made to supply es
sential market requirements of 2~crown, 3-
crown and 4-crown fruit at the prices fixed 
for these grades, which would possibly necw 
essitat.~ a grade adjustment being made in 
respect thereto. The Secretary was instruc
ted to notify Agents ·and Packers of the amend~ 
ed differentials· and to ·carry out any adjust~ 
ment ()onsidered necessarY between Agents." 

PRUNE COUNTS 
At the Federal Council meeting strong 

pressure came from a number of South Ausw 
tralian representatives to have grading sysw 
t.em altered from counts of ten to twenty. It 
was considered that this would involve less 
cost and so increase returns to grow.ers. 
However, there is a difference of opinion and 
New South Wales representatiyes spoke 
against any alterati-on. They were supported 
by Mr H. R. Jones of C.D.F:s. which Or.ganw 
isation is a large handler of prunes. 

In further reference to the discussion at 
F·ederal Council Meeting and the decision of 
last Board Meeting to communicate with var
ious Prune interests, letters were received 
from the Prune Growers' Co-operative Limw 
ited and the Griffith Produc-ers' Cowoperative 
Co. Ltd. commenting on the discussion at 
Federal Council Meeting on the subject of 
packing Prunes in counts of 20's instead of 
lO's as at present. In the case of both these 
Companies, they state it. would not be of adw 
vantage to the grower to make such a change, 
as with such a large variation in sizes, it 
would not be possible to process to that uniw 
form softness so much desired by the conw 
suming public. 

The Board is continuing its enquiry and the 
matter should be finalised at the April meet. 
ing_ 

INSURANCE AGAINST FROST AND 
OTHER SEASONAL RISKS 

WEATHER FORECASTS 
A report to the Board indicated that the 

scheme was working well and .gave promise 
of being of great value to the Industry. Since 
the Board meeting some re-adjustments h,ave 
been made in the arrangements with broad
cas.ting stations in the areas concerned and 
growers were being given a special report 
during the lunch hour and in the evening. In 
extreme cases warnings will be given in the 
mornings. Thh;;. setwup proving much more re~ 
liable than that which was in use before when 
repoits- were given 24 hours ahead and were 
not suited for the peculiar co-nditions ~.hat 
apply along the fruit areas in the Murray 
Valley. These ,general reports are still being 
given morning and evening as a general 
guide, but arrangements have been made 
With the Director of Meteorological Services 
(Group/Capt .. w·arren )tO: have them amended 
where: possible if new developments take 
place or are indicated. Mr Leage, the special 
officer now stationed at ·Mildura under the ar
rangement between the ADF A and the Direc
torate, has been given authority to amend 
these 'generals' if he is of the opinion that 
this should b.e done. The reports for South 
Australian areas are going direct from the 
Meteorological Bureau in, Adelaide. Those for 
Swan Hill go from Melbourne as do those for 
Mildura, both, being based, as in the case of 
the Adelaide, on, informati-on ab_out th.ree 
hours old that iS obtained from stations withw 
in a radius of several hundred miles from the 
fruit areas. At Mildura Mr Leake has con
tact with all centres and has been able to 
supply very accurate illformation to Mel
bourn.e: and in turn apply local indications 
to telegraphed reports. The plan ha·s been 
put to a severe test during the recent abnor~ 
mal weather conditions that must be about 
the worst in the history of the industry, but 
notwithstanding this the warnings have been 
very ~ccurate and have helped growers con
siderably.· The Board expressed its high ap
preciation of the service: being given bY the 
Directorate. 

RE-PRINTING RULES AND REGULATIONS 
Messrs. Malloch and .Jones reported -that 

they were making a review of the Rules and 
Regulations for re-printing and hoped that 
at an early date they would be. in a position 
to submit same to the Board for their appro
val. 

ADDITI01NAL PLANnNGS 
Further to the discussion at the previous. 

Board meeting the following Committee has 
been appointed bY an arrangement between 
the A.D.F.A. and the State Board of Victoria, 
NSW and South Australia: Messrs S. R. M·an
sell (Vic), C. W. Till (S.A.), L. B. O'Donnell 
(N.S.W.), and J. H. Gordon {A.D.F.A. con
venor.) 

This Committee has made tlie: appropriate 
enquiries. into reports of additi<onal plantings, 
the regulations regarding pumping licences in 
the three Stati;is, · the transfer ,of frontage 
leases and general policy regarding addi 
tiona! plantings in each S_tate ,and a report 
has been submitt~d to the ADF A and to the 
State Boards. F'urther details of this mat~ 
ter will be published when the report has 
been dealt with. 

DRIED TREE FRUITS FOR PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

Letter was -received from Commonwealth 
Food Control, advising that enquiries had 
been made from the Pacific Islands regarding 
their requirements, of Dried Tree Fruits. The 
Board were of ·opinion that it would be ad
visable to cater for this trade, provict_ed sup· 
plies could be made available. 

MATERIAL SUPPLIES 
During the last few years the Association 

has sponsored orders received from Packers 
and •others for supplies of galvanised iron, 
black steel sheets, wire netting and wire rew 
quired for the Dried Fruits Industry, but it 
is now learnt that the Commonwealth Gov
ernment will no longer be controlling supplies 
of these materials. The control of these 
articles is being und~rtaken by the State 
Governments in conjunction with the wbole· 
sale holl:ses, therefore, packing houses should 
intimate their requirements to their usual 
suppliers. 

BLOOD AND BONE MANURE 
Letter was received from the Red Cliffs 

Branch A.D.F.A. stating that as the priority 
production of vegetabels has -comparatively 
ceased, it is felt that .the Authorities should 
now rel~ase suPplies of Blood and Bone 
Manure for the Dried Fruits Industry. It 
was decided that the secre6try take UP- the 
matter with the authorities. 

GOULBURN-WARANGA WATER USERS 
LEAGUE 

Letter dated 5th February, 1946, was re
ceived from this League, advising the forma~ 
tion ·Of the League, comprising all the irriga
tion interests of the Gouldburn system, ex
tending from· Katandra to West of Boort. Its 
aims include increased ·storages, improved re~ 
ticulation, preservation and protection of 
catchment areas and all other matters of in
terest to water users. The Board were inw 
terested in the formation of the League. 

INTERSTATE CHARGES FUND 
Dried Vine Fruits, Season· 1945: The Sec

retary reported that after au investigation of 
the Interstate Charges Vine F"'ruit Fund, Sea
son 1945, it was found that it would be pos
sible to mak.e: a reduction of 5/ w per ton, thus 
making the reduced rates as follows:-

Victoria . . . . . . . . . . . . £1 7 6 
South Australia . . . . . . . £2 7 6 

Necessary adjustments had been made with 
Agents for including the reduction in the 
1945 Final Account Sales. The Board con

~ firmed the action of the Secretary. 

Following the discussion at Federal Coun
cil Meting, representations were made to the 
Department of Commerce and Agri·cnlture, 
Canberra, suggesting that the Department 
make an investigation and see whether it 
would be possible for a V'oluntary sc,heme of 
inusrance to be introduced, financed by con
tributions by groWers, and subsidised by the 
Commonwealth Government. The reply in· 
dicates that it would be most unlikely that 
the Commonwealth Government would be pre
pared to make any contribution to such a 
scheme, as it is considered that any protec
tion or financial relief to growers and pro
ducers in ·connectioon, with crop losses from 
frost, hail, &c. is the responsibility of the 
State Governments C'o.ncerned. 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-OPERATED LIMITED 

After discussion, it was decided to advise 
th~ Department of Commerce and Agriculture 
that th.e Association w·ould like an investigaw 
tion to be made, even though they could not 
undertake same immediately, as it was felt'" 
they should be able to COllect information 
which would be of Value to growers. 

R E N M A R K 

A Company Owned and Controlled by the Growers of Renmark 

for the Co-operative Packing and Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
-- Dried and Fresh Fruit --

TIMBER, HARDWARE, PRODUCE and GENERAL MERCHANTS 

GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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A. W.U. FRUITGROWERS~ AWARD 

Provision for Leave and Overtime 
The award governing the employment of 

members of the Australian Workers' Union 
in the cultivation, picking, packing and for~ 
w3.rding ·Of fresh and dried fruits (including 
employees engaged on vineyard work), in the 
cultivation and picking of canning fruits and 
in the dehydration of prunes and dried fruits, 
was amended on December 5, 1945, by Judge 
O'Mara in relatton principally to overtime 
payments and provision for annual leave and 
sick leave. The amended award does not 
apply to growers in the Barossa {SA) area, 
inclUding Clare, or to· growers in isolated 
S.A. districts, such a.s Coonawarra, or to fruit~ 
growers in Tasmania. 

In amending the award, Judge O'Mara said 
that there had been such a degree of un
reality about the dispute that he had had grave 
doubts whether he should inake, any award 
at all; in the competition for labor on a 
short-supplied market there had been such 
a disregard of the prohibitions, of the 
National ~ecurity (Economic Organisation) 
Regulations that the award appeared to have 
become of little significance. His Honor 
explained that the present award was an in
terim one, putting into effect an agreement 
which the union had reached with some of 
the employers on certain matters and the 
uriion was left free to· have its case considered 
on the merits when the present limits of the 
court's jurisdiction were removed. Summar
ised, the principal provision of the interim 
award are as follows:-

HOURS OF DUTY 

In orchards and vineyards: 44 hours a 
week, Monday to Friday, not exceeding 10~ 
hours on any day; 

In - packing-houses, wineries and dehydra
tion plants: 44 hours in 5 days, Monday to 
F'riday, of 8 hours and Saturday 4 hours (or 
by mutual agreement, 44 hours in 5 days, 
M,onday to Friday, of not mor~ than 8 hours 
48 minutes a day). 

OVERTIME 
In orchards (except for cherry picking) and 

vineyards: fn excess of 44 hours in a week 
of 5~ daYs or it! excess of lOft hours on any 
any one day in a week of 5 days, time-and-half 
for the first 2 hours and double time there
after.· (For th.~ work of feeding, bedding or 
grooming a horse ,or horses outside the 44 
hours or 10!i hours or on Sunday, up to 4 
hours in the aggregate for the week, includ
ing Sunday, to b(;l paid at the ordinary rate). 

In packing-houses, wineries and dehydra~ 
tion plants: in 5§-day weeks, work in excess 
of 8 hours, Mondays to Fridays, and 4 hours 
·on Saturdays, or in-5-day weeks in excess of 
8 hours 48 minutes, ,Mondays to Fridays, and 
work performed on Saturday-time-and-a-half 
for the first 2 hours and double time there· 
after. - - · 

SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS 
On the day observed in the district con

cerned as one of the following: New Year's 
Day, Anniversary Day, Good Friday, Easter 
MondaY, Anzac Day, E.ight Hours' Day, King's 
Birthday, Christmas Day and Boxing Day: be 
paid for at Ordinary rates; work don·e .on Sun
days or holidays, ·other than piece.worlr: 
double rates; ~iecework: time-and-a-h_alf. 

ANNUAL LEAVE 
(To be given within 6 months ,of accrued 

date and after 1 week's notic_e: to employee, 
subject to pgstponement with the consent of 
a judge or a Board of Reference,, each em~ 
I?loyee before go·ing on I e. ave to be paid 1 or 

BranChes in 

All States 

2 weeks' wage, as the case may be, payment 
not to be made or accepted in lieu of annual 
leave) : After 12 months' continuous service 
as from January 1, 1945-7 consecutive days' 
leave. 

After 2 or more years' consecutive serv.ice 
(less the period -of annual leave)-14 con
secutive days' leave. 

-If employment terminated through no fault 
of the employee within 12-monthly period
one-s,ixth ,of a week's wae for every com. 
pleted 2 months in respect of which leave 
not already granted; after two year~· service 
--one-sixth' of a week's wage for every month. 

ServiCe to- be deemed to have been con
tinuous notwithstanding interruption made 
merely with the intention of avDiding obliga~ 
tions in respect of leave -of absence, and not
withstanding absence from ·work on account 
of sickness and ac-cident to the extent of 1·4 
days in any twelve months. Holidays falling 
due within the leave period t[} be added. 
Months to IJe calculated as calendar months 
according to the day of the month on which 
employment began; the annual leave clause 
not applying to any employer already re
quired by an award to allow annual leave 
to an extent equal to or greater than that 
prescribed. 

SICK LEAVE 
After 3 months' service from December 21, 

1945, absence on account of illne~s or on ac~ 
count of injury arising out of employment 
as leave of absenc_e: up to 44 hours in one 
year without deduction of pay, pf;o,vided that 
such leave 'Of abseD.-ce is not cov~red by work~ 
ers' compensation and subject to notification 
within 24 hours (the employer to have the 
right to r~quire an employ~e within 2 weeks 
of engagement to make a statutory declara
tion or statement as to what leave of ab· 
sence without deduction of p-ay he or she 
has had from any employer during the then 
current year); pieceworkers, to be paid at 
the time-work rate appropria.te to the work 
at which they would have been employed. 

TEA MONEY 
2/- instead of the 1/6 prescribed by clause 

14 of the P.rincipal award. 

SHIFT WORK 
Premiums prescribed in clause 12 of the 

principal award not to be reduced. 

PAYME,NT ON DISMISSAL 
(Or in th~ case of an employee leaving) 

after prescribed notice.-Payment to be made 
within one hour of ceasing work; waiting 
time in .excess of 1 hour: to be paid for at 
ordinary rates; in the event of the employee 
being discharg(ld or leaving without notice: 
all wages due to be paid within 24 hours of 
cessati-on of employment. 

FIRST AID OUTFIT 
Efficient first aid outfit to be provided and 

maintained at a place or places reasonably 
accessible tQ all employees. 

PROTECTIVE CLOTHING 
Protective clothing specified in clause 18 

.of the principal award for the Young dis~ 
trict (waterproof aprons and· gloves, gloves 
to b.e rubber if 1:\0 desired) are now made .gen. 
eral as applying to all dehydrator employees 
spr~ading prunes Qn trays. · 

DURATION OF AWARD, 
ThE} award to operate as an interim award 

only, coming into operation on December 21, 
1945, and to remairi in force for 6 months 
after that d~te. 

EsTABLISHED 1849 

LOXTON IRRIGATION 
SCHEME APPROVED 

COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATION 

5 

The Premier (Han. T. Playford) an
nounced recently that the Minister for Post 
War Reconstruction (Han. ]. ]. Dedman) 
has advised him that the Commonwealth 
Government is prepared to approve the 
LoxtoD irrigation scheme as a soldier set
tlement project, subject to three condi
tions. Earlier the Irrigation Production 
Advisory Committee recommended that 
the scheme should be adopted, subject to 
consideration being given to the type of 
fruits produced. 

Mr Dedman, in announcing the conditions 
under which he approved the plan, said that 
his approval was subject to review if, in any 
agreement between States on planting policy. 
South Australia waS allotted less than a total 
of 8,500 acres, comprising the necessary mini· 
mum acreage of st,one fruit, WiiJ,e grapes, dry
ing grapes and citrus. 

The s.econd condition was that South Aus
tralia agreed to allocate this acreage between 
different tjrpes of productiori ,on a basis tc be 
agreed with- the Commonwealth before the 
farms' _designs were completed and plantings 
begun. 

Thirdly, the Minister stipulated that a,gree
ment must be reached on the principle of 
charging water rates at less than full econ· 
'Dmic costs in terms set out by the repr~sen~ 
tativ.e of the Parliamentary Land Settlement 
Committee. · 

STATEMENT FROM PREMIER 

Mr Playford, who has been very active in 
pushing the claims of t~e Loxton scheme, 
said in a statement to the press, that he was 
pleased that the D.epartnient of Post-War Re
construction was now prepared favourably to 
consider this project as one for repatriated 
servicemen. - Before the repatriation plan 
had been evolved, the StatEl Government had 
announced its intention to proceed with the 
project, but now there would be -certain ad· 
vantages to servicemen. 

Mr Playford said that the conditions stated 
by Mr Dedman required some- investigation, 
but difficulties were not likely to arise if they 
were read, in conjunction with the gen,eral 
repatriati-on agreement between the Com· 
monwealth and the State. 

The State Government had secured options 
over the land concerned, and tw,o survey 
parties were already operating on the area. 
Plans were ready for an immediate start on 
developmental work. 

The estimated cost of the scheme is 
£728,000, which is intended tQ provide blocks 
for 350 to 400 servicemen. · 

DISCUSSION AT PREMIERS' CONFERENCE 
At the Pr.emier's Conference a protracted 

discussion took place on the Loxton scheme. 
The South Australian Premier (Mr Playford) 
coilcluded the debate by stating that his 
Government; itfter, careful investigation, had 
decided to proceed with the plan as a settle~ 
ment I?roject if the Commonwealth Govern
ment did not ap-prove of it as a war service 
proposition. -

Agents in 

All Districts 

FIRE, MARINE. AC·CiDENT, LIVE STOCK. WORKERS' COM1PENS ATION, CROP, STOCK, STACK, AND MOTOR CAR 
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J\mli:ralian ;llrieh ~mits ~efus 
Oflicial Organ of the 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS 
ASSOCIATION 

All reportB, correspondence, etc., should be 
addressed to The Editor, "Australian Dried 
Fruits News," Box 200, Mildura, Victoria. 

For Advertising Ra.tes, apply W. N. sumnei·, 
Victoria House, 46 Queen Street, MelbOurne. 

Telephones: Mildura 5 and 73 
.:""'""""'"""""""""""'""'""'"""'"'"""'""""'""""'''"""''" ~ All Branches of A.D.F.A. are asked to : 
j forward items of Interest to the tndustry _ 
i as a whole for publication in the "News." i 
~'"""'"""""'""'""'""""'""""'"""'''""'"""'''''""'"""'""''''"§ 
Here's freedom to him that would read, 

Here's freedom to him who w01dd write; 
Fw there's none ever feared that the truth 

should be heard, · 
But those whom the truth would indite. 

-Burns. 

MILDURA, APRIL, 1946 

THE 1946 DRIED FRUITS 
SfASON 

I T may be asserted with confid~ni:::e that the 
1946 season will live long in the memory 

of the Australian Dried Fruits producer. 
Supercilious city residents have long been prone 
to assert that the- primary producer, and 
especially the agricuhm?ist, a.re forever com
plaining, but for the most part these same city 
dwellers have little or no conception of the 
difficulties under which the primary producer 
la'bors. Indeed it may well he that they care 
hut little, so long as a buoyant country-side 
maintains the prosperity of t4e cities. 

So far as the horticulturist is cOncerned, 
and especially the d(ied fruits grower, the sea
son of 1946 has been far from free of difficul
ties. That fact is the more to be regretted in 
view of the earnest endeavor being made by 
the- Australian Dried Fruits industry to cope 
with the world's greatest present-day need
food. ·Not only is the industry• endeavoring 
to produce foodstuffs of which the world is in 
need, but it is producing a particular food 
stuff that stands exceedingly high in the 
priority list of needed\ foods. 

Weather conditions in practically all of the 
Australian .dried fruits producing centres has 
been far from ideal and it is inevitable· that 
community and individUal losses will result. 
Weather conditions are beyond the c-ontrol of 
the industry or those actively engaged in it, but 
it is another matter when remedial measures 
that might have -reduced losses and given the 
grower a better fighting chance are withheld. 

Faced in the early part of the seas0'11 with 
the threat of unfavorable weather conditions, 
many growers, in dire need of co-rrugated iron 
for the r1oofing of racks, have removed iron 
from walls and sheds and all manner of places 
to make good the deficiency. The expedient 
has proved only partially successful-there was 
not enough iron available. It is something of 
a commentary on our national organisation that 
the needed supply of roofing iron co\1ld not 
be made av-ailable to the dried fruits grower at 
the time he needed it most. 

Superimposed on the unfavorable weather1 

conditions is the fact that harv·esting costs have 
incre-ased by leaps and 'bounds and the picking 
problem became more complicated than ever. 
It is easy to understand the diffi.culty some 
growers experience in reconciling the amount 
of wages they pay out with the greater diffi
culty of getting the right man (and woman) 
on the job. 

During the season all sorts of ~sential 
materials for1 use in harvesting have been in 
short supply. Dip tins· that sh01.1d have been 
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UNITED KINGDOM SALES 

Three-Year Agreement Finalised 

The Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Board (Mr. R. H. Gi:bert) 
recently released ·a statement giving details of the sale to the United Kingdom 
for three years of Australian currants, sultanas and lexias. 

Mr. Gilbert said:-
The contract recently entered into by the 

Australian Government for the sale to the Brit
ish -Government of the available surplus of 
Australian Currants, Sultanas and Lexias dur
ing the years 1946, 1947 and 1948 at the foL 
loWing prices in sterling f.o.b. Australia is an 
event -of profound importance to growers, pack
ers and all others concerned in the Dried 
Fruits Industry throughout Australia.· 
Currants, froni 1-crown upwards £40 per ton 
Sultanas, from 1-crown upwards £52 per ton 
Lexias, 4 and 5-crown only £51/10/- per ton. 

OPENING NEGOTIATIONS 
About eigliteen months ago the Common

wealth Dried Fruits Control Board commenced 
the consideration of the question whether rep
resentations should be made to the Common
wealth Government to open negotiations with 
the British Government for the sale for three 
or four years at specified prices of whatever 
dried fruit was available from Australia after 
Providing for the requfrements of Australia, 
Canada, New Zealand and other markets. 
Many factors in connection with such a 
scheme had to be carefully examined. The 
first important point to arise was whether the 
future trend of world prices for dried fruits 
would be upwards or downwards. The second 
difficulty was to safeguard the grow€rs against 
any reduction of the exchange rate during the 
period of the contract. 

SUGGESTED PRICES 
After lengthY discussions and consultations 

with the best authorities available the Board 
decided that a recommendation should be 
made to the Government to open up negotia
tion-s with the British MinistrY of Food 
through the Australian High Commissioner in 
London for a long-term sale of Australian 
Dried Fruit at the following prices in sterling 
f.o.b. Australia: 
Currants, from 1-crown upwards £21/8/ per ton 
Sultanas, from 1-crown upwards £54/6/ per ·ton 
Lexias, 4 and 5 crown ,only £53/14/- per ton 

It ·was also suggested that the sale should be 
for four years, with a proviso that prices be 

pensioned off years ago have still to be pressed 
into servioe, constituting a more or less con
stant danger from a handling point of view. 

In very· many dried fruit prod-llcing dis
tricts the geascn of 1946' presented grave diffi
culties with regard! to the supply o.f pickerS. 
The effect of tl~e shortage of harvest hands 
was aggravated by the lamentable failure of 
tObacco control to make adequate smoking sup
plies available. To .deny the pickers three 
issues during the season would appear to be 
almost the last straw. 

At the time this Editorial is written many 
growers are a long wray from completing theit 
harvest and adverse weather conditions could 
still further complicate the position. Viewed 
from every angle, the season of 1946 may well 
be -described as (in company with the police
man's lot) "-not a happy one·." 

And over aH looms the uncertainty of the 
future. True it is that, through the action of 
th( United KingdOm, markets and prices are 
reasonably safe for the immediate future. BUt 
no dried fruits. gro'wer can afford to contem
plate with equanimity the possibility o.f the 
abolition of Imperial Preference and the· imple
menting of the Bretton Woods agreement, a 
position that might Well mean that the Empire 
markets and system of guaranteed prices for' 
agricultural and horticultural products would 
be at the mercy of an international fund, on 
which the whole B-ritish Empire would have a 
voting strength of only twenty-four per cent. 
fruit unshipped should the present rate of ex-

reviewed at the end of two years, and that the 
contract should be reconsidered in respect to 
change between English and Australian cur
rency so vary during the period of the contract 
as to give adverse returns to Australian pro~ 
ducers. 

FINAL ACCEPTANCE 
The ·Board's proposal was duly accepted by 

the Government and transmitted to the ·High 
Commissioner in London who in turn placed it 
before the Ministry of Food. Shortly after I 
arrived in London in October last discussions 
began between the Deputy High Commission~ 
er, Mr Duncan, Representatives of the Min
istry of Food and myself. After many argu
ments on both sides and the consideration by 
the Control Board of cert'ain counter offers, 
the Ministry of F'ood agreed to purchase all 
the Dried Vine Fruits that were available in 
Australia during the years 1946, 1947 and 194.8 
at prices mentioned above. These prices were 
confirmed by the Board and the contract en~ 
tered into between the Australian and the 
British Governments. 

The British authorities stipulated that the 
prices which were in sterling· should be firm 
for three years and should not be altered 
should there be any variation in exchange. 
When aDProving of the contract the British 
Ministry of Food emphasised the United King~ 
dom's needs for dri.ed fruits and expressed the 
hope that everything Possible would be done 
to ensure the drying of as large a proportion 
of the grape crop as poss.ible. 

WORLD PARITY PRICES 
Although the l!rices specified in the contract 

are in advance of those obtained in previous 
years they are on a ..parity with world values 
at present. 

This sale Lr three years at reasonable 
prices of over 50 percent of the production of 
Australian Currants, Sultanas and Lexias will 
ensure a great measure of stab!lity to the in
dustry during a period when many develop. 
ments in connection with-· international and 
empire trade and finance may be expected. 

I feel sure that every grower and packer and 
everyone else interested in the Australian 
Dried F'ruits industry will show their apprecia
tion of the action of the British G-:.;vermnent in 
this matter by making whatever sacrifices are 
necessary to provide the mother-country with 
as large a tonnage of the highest grade of 
dried fnlit as possible, not only this year wh,en 
her need for food is so acute but also during 
the remaining two years cf the contract. 

THE SINKING OF THE 
"AUSTRALIND" 

Dried Fruits Keep Prisoners 
Alive 

In a recent Press report relating the ex
periences of John McKay, a merchant seaman 
in the "Australind'' evidence of German 
l'reachery came to light. In August 1941, some 
months before Pearl Harb-or, a ship flying the 
Japanese flag came to within three hundred 
yards of the "Australind" and opened a mur
derous fire without warning. The eighty sur~ 
vivors taken aboard the enemy ship saw Ger
man sailors bring up dried fruits from the 
hold of 1'he stricken ship and take ft aboard. 
This kept prisoners alive during the many 
weary rr..onths in the raider's hold because the 
Germa):l ratkms were poor and inadequa! e. 

On ,enquiry from our shipping agents, it is 
ascertained that the "A1fstralind" was carry. 
ing fruit: fr:am the folloWing sources: Co-op. 
Dried Fruits Sales, G. Wood Son, Beary, Crowe 
and Newcombe Ltd., GoUin and Co., D. arid J. 
F'owler Ltd., and River Bend Trading Co., 
pr,obably all the fruit being of South Austra. 
lian origin. The fruit could not have reached 
a~ better destination. 
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DRAINAGE EXPENDITURE 

Taxation Ruling 
In the September issue of the "A.D.F.A. News," the Association's letter 

elated ] 7th August, 1945, addressed to the Deputy Commissioner of T'axation, 
Canberra, on the above subject was published and we now give hereunder the 
reply received from the' Deputy Commissioner of Taxation (Mr. ]. D. O'Sulli
van), dated 5th March, 1946, which will no doubt be of interest to growers:-

It is desired to acknowledge your letter of 
1st March, 1946, with reference to the allow
ance of deductions for income tax purposes 
in -corinection wtih expenditure incurred on 
drainage by fruitgrowers. The delay which 
has inadvertently occurred in replying to your 
_previous communicatt-:;n is regretted. 

AMENDED ASSESSMENTS 

Dealing first with the suggestion that, where 
a grower has incurred expenditure on the 
installation Ot drains within the last three 
years, his ass~ssments should be amended 
to- allow a deduction in respect of such ex
penditure as has not already been allowed, 
your attention is invited to the following pro· 
viskms of the Income Tax Assessment Act 
dealing with the ame_ndment of ·assessment: 

{1) No amendment effecting a reduction 
in the liability of a taxpayer under 
an assessment shall be made except 
to correct an error in calculation or 
a mistake of fact. 

~ . 

(2) An amendme_nt may be made, subject 
to the above, where the- taxpayer has 
apPlied for such amendment within 
three. years from the date upon which 
the tax became due and payable un. 
d~r the assessment and- ·where the 
taxpayei- has ·supp-lied to the com
missioner within that period all in
formati-on needed for the purpose of 
deciding the application. 

Th.e effect of the first provision is to pre· 
dude the amendment of an assessment to 
--correct a mistake of law. 

DRAINAGE QUESTION 

Applied to· the present question, the above 
provisions empower the Department to amend 
:a grower's assessment where he ·makes ap
plication and furnishes all necessary infor
mation within three years from the date upon 
which the- assessment was due and payable, 
}Jrovided · that the non.allowance of the de~ 
duction in the original assessment was not 
.due to any mistake of law. Where a tax
payer's claim for a deduction in his return 
-of income was disallowed by the Department 
in following a mistaken interpretation -of the 
law, the Department has no power to amend 
the assessment to allow that deduction unle,gs 
the taxpayer has protected his rights by lodg
ing an objection against his assessment. 
VVhere, however, a claim f:·r expenditure de. 
ductible under s.ection 75 was disallowed be
cause the taxpayer had not furnished all the 
necessary facts to enable the Department to 
decide the -claim, ·or where the taxpayer omit~ 
ted to claim a deduction, the assessment may 
be amended if the application is lodged and 
all necessary information is furnished within 
the three year period. 

,-

AL TERNATJVE SUGGESTIONS 

Consideration has also been given to your 
alternative suggestton that, where no deduc
tion for the cost of installation of drains has 
been ali-oWed in a taxpayer's assessments, he 
should be allowed a deduction for deprecia~ 
tion at thei rate of 5 percent per annum. 

DEPARTMENT'S DECISION 

The Income Tax Assessment Act, however, 
limits the- allowance of a d~duction under this 
heading to depreciation .on plant and articles 
as defined in the Act. The term "plant" in
cludes, inter alia, fences, dams and other 
structural improvements on land which is 
used for the purposes of agricultural or pas
toral pursuits. After careful examination of 
all the circumstances ,the conclusion has been 
reached that drainage installations do not 
fall within the class !Df structural improve
ments contemplated in the dePreciation pro. 
visions of the Act. Consequently, it is con
sidered that no deduction for depreciaHon in 
respect of such installations i$ permissible. 

OBITUARY 

Mr. C. B. Williams, Waikerie 

Mr Clarence Bloomfield Williams, who had 
been in m~health for several months, died in 
the- Waikerie DiStrict hospital on January 3, 
aged 67. Thus ~nded a l.ong rer;ord of active 
association wtih growers! co-operative organ. 
isation in South Australia. 

As member since 1927, and later chairman, 
of the board of the Waikerie Co-op. Fruit 
Co. Ltd., and in other local capacities, C.B. 
devoted himself wholeheartedly to the fD.ter
ests of growers in his district, and during 
the strenuous war years carried the burden 
of a number O;f essential activities, including 
manpower. He served for s,everal years as a 
member of the central executive and manage. 
ment committee of the M.urray Citrus Grow
ers' Association. He was also a member of 
the_ committee of managem_ent of Murray 
River Wholesale CoMop. Ltd., which company 
he served for a term as chairman, and, for 
18 years, until 'his health failed last May, he 
was an executive member of th_e Waikerie 
branch of the Australian Dried Fruits Asso
ciation. 

Mr Williams originally went to Waikerie 
in 1913, after having resigned' from a com
mercial position because ·of ill-health. His 
colleagues and friends in the dried fruits and 
citrus industries have expressed their sym
pathy to his widow and his daughter, Miss 
Joan Williams. 
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RAIN DAMAGE IN 
CALIFORNIA, TOO 

That growers in California, as well as 
Australia, have recently hacf to face the 
problem of grave losses to their dried vine 
fruits through ·unseaso1nable rain is indicaM 
ted by th~ fo.llowin,g extract from "Wines 
and Vines," San F'ranciseo, of November, 
1945:-

"The storms which swept over the San 
Joaquin Valley last month cost the raisin 
grape growers a sum estimated as high as 
seveiral million dollars. As a result of the 
mould which developed, many of the raisin 
grape growers tried to salvage as much as 
they could of their investment by offering 
the :Qartially dried raisins to wineries. Un
fortunately, most of the· wineries were hard 
pressed to keep- up with the crush of those 
fresh grapes they h_ad contracted for, ilnd 
many of the raisin grape growers could not 
find a market for their frUit. As a result 
from last reJ.)orts given us, it is believed that 
many of the grape growers are going to 
plough the-ir raisins under. , 

TOUGH BREAK 

"This is a tough break for the raisin grape 
growers. During the past three years, the 
fo-rced drying programnie had held their re· 
turn per ton be_low that of growers of other 
grapes. ·This Year, with the forced .governM 
ment drying programme' removed, many of 
them were patriotically trYing to answer the 
request for a big drying programme on a 
voluntary basis and it is a shame that un~ 

seasonable weather brought this loss to them. 

WINERIES' ATTITUDE 

"We have heard that some of the raisin 
grape growers felt the wineries were working 
against them. because the winery managers 
did not immediately buy up the spoiling rais
ins. W_e do not feel that this is a fair critiM 
ci-s,m. To buy moulding raisings without be
ing able to crush theni immediately is fool
hardy, in as. much as the mould grows pro· 
gressively worse. And inasmuch as most 
crushers were working on a full schedule, we 
do not see how the wineries were expected 
to be able to handle the fiood of raisins of
fered them. 

"Because we h:mestly believe that it works 
to· the best interests of thEl industry to have 
all its branches from gra:Qe grower to retailer 
in an economically sound position, this mone
tary loss is, in a sense, a bl·ow to all of us.'' 

BIRD SCARER 

AVAILABLE 
The Bird Scarer which was demonstrated 
successfully last season is now in pro
duction and growers who are interested 
are advised to communicate with the 

MILDURA CO-OPERATIVE FRUIT 
CO. LTD. 

who have a number available. 

---"-~ 

·I 
i 

AURORA PACKING COMPANY PTY. lTD. 
jr 
ij 

·I 
I 

PACKERS OF ALL V ARlETIES OF DRIED AND CITRUS FRUITS 
PACKING HOUSES AT 

lrymp!e, Merbein and Red Cliffs 
HEAD OFFICE: IRYMPLE 

AGENCIES: 
Union As.l!luranc~ SO.;;Hety Lto:. A.iVI.P. Svc!ety 

Cresco M3n1Jr~:; L.ondon & Lsnc.a&h!re Insurance Co. Ltd. 

Tiny Tim Pow-er W::t:her Sentinel Power Duster 

We Supply AU Growers' Requisites. "Aurora For Service" 
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QUALITY TO MEET COMPETITION 

Mildura Co-op. Chairman's Address 

The 41st annual general meeting of the Mil dura Co-operative Fruit Com
pany Limited was held in Mildura on January 26, when the chairman (Mr. E. J. 
Casey) presented to shareholders the balance sheet and report for the year 
ended September 30, 1945. 

A dividend of 5 per cent. on the paid-up capital of the company was .de
clared and several matters of domestic policy of the company were discussed. 

"From our industry's viewpoint," said the chairman (Mr. E. J Casey), in 
submittill;g his annual report, "the season produced the lightest crop for a num
ber of years, as the result of which the company only received 13,003 tons of 
dried fruits as against 21,300 tons in 1944, which was our record year." 

The chairman continued: 
"The dry period through which we have 

passed does show two things. One .is that 
there is not unlimited water available for irri· 
gation and, secondly, th_e necessity to study 
very closely the economical utilisation of 
water. · 

"The question of Empire preference is _one 
which is probably exercising the minds of 
most of us at the moment. I can assure you, 
ho.wever, that every effort will be made to re
tain these vital props against the competition 
of low-standard countries. 

QUALITY WILL TELL 

"With the close ·o.f the war we are again ap. 
proaching the time when quality will be a big 
factor in our marketing, and fOr that reason 
growers must remove the green tinge from sul
tanas. You will all rememb.er how thiS was 
a· burning question in our pre-war marketing. 

"ThE\ British market does not like green-col
ored sultanas. This matter was fully discussed 
at the last Federal Council of the ADF A, and 
growers· must give. it attention. 

4~Green-tinged ·fruit will not be taken at 
the packing-house door this year. 

"With lexias there are two questions which 
must re.ceive the serious attention of growers. 
The first is one that can be dealt with this 
season, and that is the question of dipping, 
and all experts handling our lexias are very 
definite that th¢. practice of using the cold pot
ash dip must stop if we are to retain a lexia 
which will give a good seeded raisin.. 

"The only dip at present in use which will 
give a good seeded article is the hot caustic 
dip, and this is the dip which should be adop.. 
ted. 

"The .second question is that of the much 
smaller lexia Wb,ich has been produced in the 
Mildura district over th.9 past few years. To 
maintain our position in overseas markets it 
will be necessary for growers to produce a 
larger lexia. 

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR 

"Coming to the accounts, the _profit and loss 
aceount and balance-sheet disclose another 
successful y~ar in the company's affairs- The 
profit and loss account shows a net profit of 
£7183 for the year, from which the dividend of 
5 percent will be paid_ 

APPRECIATION OF STAFF 
"The success or otherwise of a: business con

cern is mainly due to its management and em
ploy~es, and I would like to place on record 
the appreciation of the directors for the loyal 
support given by the general manager, branch 
managers and staff, who through the war 
years have worked under very trying condi
tions, but with. peace once more trust that 
available labor and supplie.s will return to 
normal," he concluded. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The Report and Balance-sheet were adoP

ted. 
The two retiring directors, Messrs E-. J. 

Casey and F'. G. Lloyd, were elected unop
posed, and spoke thanking shareholc:t:ers for 
their confidence in them. · 

Messrs. Hancock and Woodward were again 
elected auditors. 

The ·general manager .('Mr D. C. WinterbOt
tom) and Mr Collis Dyason expressed confi
dence in the future of the by-products depart
ment· and assured Shareholders that everything 
possible would be done to find outlets for the 
increase in production. 

THANKS TO MANAGEMENT 
Mr F. Messenger, in proposing a vote of 

thanks to the directors and staff, congratula
ted them on the successful year. This was 
seconded by Mr W. B. Rawson and carried 
with acclamation. 

The chairman responded on behri.lf of the di
rectors, and Mr D. C. Winterbottom on behalf 
of the staff. 

BURNING SULPHUR 

The foHowing recommendation was 
passed by the Viticultural Station, Ruther
glen for the benefit of dried fruit p·roducers: 
'The Committee recommends that with 

American 99.5 percent sulphur and with other 
sulphur which i!'- difficult to burn, up to 3 
percent sodium nitrate should be mixed with 
th.e sulphur. This markedly imp11oves burn
ing properties and J;!roduces a ·higher- sul
phur concentration in the sulphuring cham
ber, thus providing adequate sulphuring in 
a shorter period." 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. lTD. 
MILDURA 

OPERATING AT 
MERBEIN RED CLIFFS 

PACKERS Of DRIED AND FRESH FRUITS 

E. J. ROBERTS, 
Governing Director. 

I.P.C. BRAND 
QUALI.TY FIRST 

Land and Insurance Agents 

Suppliers of Vineyard Requirements 
P. MALLOCH, 

Manager. 

FIELD DAY ATBERRI 

Field day at the. Berri Experimental Or
chard is always a red letter day in the yearly 
ev~nts of irrigationists in South Australia, 
because 9f the amount of info·rmation gained 
on. this annual ·occasion. This i.nformation 
comes chiefly from the Chief Horticulturist 
and his ·worthy assis'tants, but there !s an
other source of' information which is quite 
a valuable asset and that is the interchange 
ot ideas and opiilions expressed among 
growers while rubbing should-ers in the walk 
around the orchard. 1945 Field Day he!d 
late in November wes no exception. 

Mr Ray Moss (president Qf the Berri branch 
of the Agricultural Bureau) ·opened the pro~ 
ceedings by welcoming the .visitors and the 
Government officials who WE;'lre represented by 
Messrs W. J. Spaff;c-rd 1(Director of Agricul. 
ture), A. G. Strickland (Chi.ef H;·ordculturist), 
F. C- Richards (general secretary Agricultural 
Bureau), c. G. Grasby, F. Kemp and C. Pollitt 
(district horticultural advisers). 

Mr Bruce Murdoch (of the Advisory Board 
of Agriculture) gaVe a short address and apolo
gised for t'hEl absence of the Minister for Agri
culture (Mr Jenkins). :M;r Murdoch said that 
we as primary producers were facing a tran
sitional stage in the history ·Of the industry. 
There was a possible change in our marketing 
arrangements and we must progress with the 
changing times. In these circumstances, it 
was ne,cessary to make uSe of every avenue 
opened to us by the best that science could 
give us. We as primary producers ·should get 
int'o step and be alive to the latest in research; 
if we did this we would be better equipped to 
compete in the world's markets with -our pro
duce. We could rest assured that_the branches 
of the Agricuh:ural Bureau would not be be
hind the- times, in this respect, but would avail 
themselVes of every means of improving pro· 
duction and spread that knowledge far and 
wide. 

SPRAY IRRIGATION DEMONSTRATEO 
Two spray systems for irrigation purposes 

were set in mat'ion, the Pope and the Webb, 
both of which seemed to do an effective job. 
Irrigating by this method, Mr Halliday ex
plained, would give about 1~. inches per hour. 
In answer to questions, the speaker said that 
t'he spray system was only applicable to the 
lighter types of soil, such as the . Murray land 
and Winkie sand. In the stiffer soil types not 
enough water could be appli-ed, and the oper
ator would p'fobably get bogged down, shifting 
the pipe lines. 

ZINC TREATMENT OF VINES 
While speaking aboU1: zinc treatment ol 

vines in the course of the tour of inspection, 
:M;r Halliday mEJntioned about the zinc experi
ments on Mr Bert Jungfer's block. These were 
now in their :ninth year, and the trees had 
derived great' benefit fr;om the zinc. 

Some of the spraying experiments were 
made in· the spring, some in the autumn, and 
some at" other times, all of which showed equal 
reeults. Three lb zinC oxide per 100 gallons 
of water were used. If zinc- sulphate was 
used, limil should be added as well, otherwise 
you would get some damage_ On the present 
showing, it looked as though every second 
year- was sufficient to prevent· the trEles from 
slipping back. 

NEW VINE PATCH 
The new patch of vine·s down past the dry

mg green was inspected, and Mr Halliday gave 
some interesting facts and figures about it. 
On this type of soil it was believed that a 
drain at foui feet was quite satisfactory. In 
answer to questions concerning t'he depth of 
drains generally, Mr Halliday said that the 
soil type determined the depth at which a 
drain should be put down. 

A HYBRID SULTANA 
Mr Alex Bruce, of Merbein, Victoria, has 

been successful in develoPing a type of sul
tana that appears to have advantages over 
the p-resent variety, It is ·firm and fleshy, 
and most important, ripens to a color that 
shows no sign of green. Growers who know 
it are very int€\rested in the possibilities and 
and many enquiries are being made in re
gard to supplies of cuttings for grafting or 
replacement. Mr BrucEl haS had a number 
of enqUiries 'from other States for cuttings 
of this "Alba Australis" and has arranged 
:t:or such enquiries to be dealt with by the 
Irymple Packing Pty_ Ltd., Irym.ple, Victoria, 
which company will arrange for supplies to 
be forwarded. Growers· should make imme
diate contact so that arrangements ·can be 
made for advance delivery. -
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Angaston Fruitgrowers~ Society 

Coaoperative Principles Successful 
Like the history of many other now well established Co-operatives, the story 

of the Angaston F ruitgrowers' Co-operative Society Ltd. is also one of an up
hill struggle. 

This Society is situated at Angaston, South Australia, about fifty miles from 
Adelaide-in one of the non-irrigated areas of that State-and carries on busi
ness as dried fruit packers and general merchants. The Society was formed 
late in 1913, and entered a difficult period, and at the end of 1931 reached a 
critical stage but emerged well established on sound lines. 

After a, period of comparative depression 
early in 1932 re-organisation was decided
upon. Certain changes also took place in the 
Board of Management and the present Man
ager, Mr D. Farmer was appointed. 

At the end of the first year of "re-organisa
tion" definite progress had been made, and the 
following year (1933) it was possible to de
clare a dividend of 5 percent on share capital 
~the first fnr many years. This rate has re
mained constant since. All depositors' loans 
were repaid in full. 

The- policy of the management however, was 
to commence at as early a date as possible 
giving rebates to members, and so conform to 
the guiding principle of Co~operation, namely, 
that the pr-ofits ·of the Society be divided 
amongst members according to supp-ort given 
by them. 

Today the Society is in a strong financial 
position. F'reehold land, buildings, plant and 
investments now total ap-proximately £7,500. 
The Bank Overdraft at the last annual balance 
(31st Dec., 1944) was £600. MemBership is 
142. SharEl capital in -one pound shares is 
£1,077, the present asset book value of each 
share being around 50/·. 

PREPARING DRIED FRUITS 
The main busin-ess of the Society is that of 

grading, p-rocessing and packing dried fruits, 
chiefly apricots, peaches, pears, currants, etc. 

ALL SOLD CO·OPERATIVELY 
Th.e fruit is all marketed through Co·OPera* 

tive channels. Sales for the Commonwealth 
market and all -export markets-with the ex· 
ception of the United Kingdom-are made by 
Co~operated Dried Fruit Sales Pty. Ltd., Head 
Office, Melbourne. This company now controls 
nearly 90 percent ,of the Australian dried fruits 
production, and in itself run on co*opera1ive 
lines, any surplus on the upset rate of c.om* 
mission charged for this marketing service be· 
ing returned to members. 

For the United Kingdom the Society con~ 
ducts its business' through the Overseas Farm· 
ers' Co-Operative Federations Ltd. 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 
The B-oard of Manageinent has remained in. 

tact since the re·Organisation of the Society, 
when the present Chairman, Mr Geo. W. Chill· 
ner, assumed that position. Mr J. W. Trescow~ 
thick is an original member of the first Com~ 
mittee appointed in October 1913. 

Mr A. J. Chapman is in charge of seasonal 
packing oPerations, and is a well known figure 
in dried fruit -circles. 

All Board members are practical orchardists 
and have given excellent service to the So· 
ciet,y. 

The Manager, Mr D. Farmer, has_ been as· 
sociated with the dried fruits industry since 
1920, and came from Mildura, Victoria, to take 
over the management of the, Society in 1932. 

The outstanding success of Angaston So~ 
ciety, after. years of gruelling difficulties and 
set~backs, is another demonstration of the fact 
that the co-operative idea alone is not enough 
to guarantee a :prosperous Society. 

S.A. DRIED FRUITS 
BOARD 

January Meeting 
The South Australian State Board disposed 

of a Long Agenda at its first meeting for the 
year, held on the 31st January, 1946. The 
secretary (Mr W. N. Twiss), reported, that 
as directed at the previous meeting, he h,ad 
written to those Pitckers which had made 
improvements to their plant and equipment, 
expressing the Board's appreciation for the,ir 
co-operation in- their efforts to ensure the ef· 
:ficiency in Packing House organisation. In 
respect to the Jloor Classification Plan it was 
agreed tO -continue the arrangement for the 
season 1946, in the: Ren,mark Area and In· 
spector P. J. Leighton was re~appo-inted as 
Supervising Grader. All the Grading Inspec
tors who had been selected by the Depart· 
me_nt of Commerce and Agriculture for duty 
in the present season were formally apPointed 
Board Officers. 

DRAWBACK FRUIT 
The secretary reported a number of in. 

stances of Gl'iowers whq had failed to obs-erve 
the Regulation in respect to Excess Draw~ 
back Fruit, and submitted relevant conespon~ 
dence. It was agreed that the attention of 
Packers and- Growers again be drawn to the, 
requirements of the Regulation con-cerned 
and the Secretary was directed t-o take the 
appropriate steps to ensure this. 

19% PACK 
The Final Pack figures for the year 1945 

were subm_itted and -these were compared 
with the Estimate for the present Season 
taken uP to the 24th January, 1946. While 
the Estimate for 1946 disclosed a substantial 
increase on the- actual ·figures -of last year's 
pack, the Currant position was somewhat ob· 
scure owing to the recent heavy rains in all 
areas as well as to the high prices now being 
offer€ld for fresh_ &ra:Qes by winemakers and 
distillers. A grower member of the Board 
drew attention to a disease which wa.s ap
pe-aring in apricot trees. 'This was difficult 
to diagnose and could be possibly other than 
"Gumosis:'' Afte-r dis·cussion it was agreed to 
endeavor to arrange a conference between 
th_e Board and Mr A. G. !Strickland, M.Ag.Sc., 
(Chief Horti'cultural Officer). A Rep-ort on 
the activities and ~rogress of the Murray 
Valley Development League since its incep. 
tion late in 1944 was read and noted with 
considerable interest. - Financial and routine 
business occupied a c,ollsiderable part of the 
session. , 

In connection -with the New Year's Hon
ours, the Chairman (Mr G. A. W. Pope) re~ 
ported -he -had, on behalf of the Memb_erS. and 
Officers of ·the Board, written to Sir George 
Jenkins, M.P .. (Minister of Agriculture) con· 
gratulating him on his receiving a knight~ 
hood. 

Barmera Co-operative Packing Co. Ltd 
BARMERA, S. A. 

Dried And Citrus Fruit Packers and Agents 
Suppliers of all Growers' Requisites. 

I 

Local Agents Lancashire Insurance Company, A.M.P. Society, International Harvester J. 
Coy. Ltd., McCormick-Deering Tractors. 

P.O. BOX 37, BARMcRA 'PHONE BARMERA 30 & S~ 

PEACE TAKES OVER 
WAR'S INVENTIONS 

9 

Before the war in Europe ended, when 
some' invention came to light, one 'often read 
in the Press, or ~omeone would say, "What 
a wonderful thing that would be in war;"· 
writes Col. H. G. Kennard in the "Christian 
Scie_nce -!Monitor." Now it is cheering to be 
able to reverse this and look forward to the 
application of some of wars' inve-ntions to 
the needs of peace.time. 

Already though,t is soaritig ahead to the 
possibilities of the flexible "Pluto" pipeline. 
Pluto stands for "Pipe Lines Under the 
Ocean." If petr-al can be pumped fr,om Liver· 
pool to the Rhine, why should it .st-op there? 
What is to prevent land-locked Switzerland 
or any J!lace from getting oil supplies in the 
same way? 

FOG DISPERSION 
The "Fido" fog dispersion system (Fog In~ 

vestigation Dispersal Operations) is already 
planned for use on Britain's main airdromes. 
Hitherto a fog·bound runway has meant per~ 
haps a wait of a day or more. Now the turn 
of a switch will' :sQ warin the air on a couple 
of thousand yards of runway that within 10 
minutes a plane can take off, or the pilot of an 
in-coming plane will be directed by radio to a 
}fido-equipped airport where he can land 
safely. By the end ,of the war six airdromes 
were so furnished and -it is not too much to 
forecast that all big airfields will have it. 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 
An outstanding achievement by Imperial 

Chemical Industries in the field of plastics 
was the discovery and development ·of poly~ 
thene. Although this was discovered, in 1939, 
there wer.e difijculties attending research at 
pressures higher than that operated in any 
industrial process at that time. Actually the 
first industrial unit only came into opera~ 
tion on the day the Germans invaded Po~ 
land. By that time the value of polythene 
as an insulating material for high frequency 
radio and television had been recognised by 
both cable makers and the Post Office. It 
was a coincidence that it should have been 
available just at the time that the British in~ 
vention of Radio Location Or, as it is now 
called, radar, was ·made. Thus by the middle 
of 1941 all radar equipment wa_s made with 
polythen5l insulation. It is well known that 
radar is c.onnected with television and tele~ 
visers will be looking forward to increased 
efficiency in their instruments, thanks to the 
constantly increasing efficiency effected in 
radar during the war. Low-loss radio cera
mics was als·o ·of considerable importance in 
the development of radar. 

Research car:iied out, also by Imperial 
Chemical Industrie-s, during the war though 
without any direct a,pp-lication thereto, but 
with great prospects for agriculture in ti:me 
of peace, _is -of a new insecticide which is 
"Gammexane." It has been f,ound a most 
effective weapon against locusts. It has also 
been used effectively against colorado beetle, 
and to destroy weevils in :flour without harm~ 
ing it. Another discovery is "Methoxone, '' 
which destroys weeds without harming th_P. 
crop. 

TAXATION QUERY 

A great deal ·of confusion exists regarding 
the income tax liability ·of servicemen re· 
turning to th.e mainland, and on diScharge. 

A member who has served overseas con~ 
tinuously for 90 days (or an aggregate of 
180 daYs in 12 months), -obtains a -remission 
of income tax from the commencement of 
the inc·ome year of embarkation to the date 
of .embai'kation, and during the three months 
foll-owing the date of resumption of duty in 
Australia: on return. 

The foreg-oing applies, however, only to a 
member who continues serving aft.er his re~ 
turn to the · mainland. 

On discharge, a man becomes immediately 
liabl~ for income tax, which is, in most cases, 
deducted from his weekly earnings. 

Should the .sum earn'ed by the dischargee 
betweem the commencing of his earning and 
the close of the "tinancial year be less than 
£250, he is eligible f-or a refund. or a cre.dit for 
the amoullt of deduction made during the 
period. 
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VICTORIAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

Seeded Lexias--Grade Fixing--U .1(. Sales 

A meeting of. the Victorian Dried Fruits 
Board was held in Melbourne on 21st March, 
1946. Mr Parker J. Moloney (Chah·man rOrf 
the Board) presided and there were pres
ent also: Messrs. F. M. Read (Deputy Chair
man.), S. R. Mah·sell, H. V. Davey, A. Raw
lings, D. E. Barry Wood and D. A. Cockroft. 

Mr S. R. Mansell reported that, on behalf of 
the Board, he had attended the recent fix
ing of grades for currants at Mildura wb,en 
three grades were decided upon-M.F ., one 
cr.own and two crown. 

Mr Cockr~o-ft pointed _out that there had 
been a departure from usual practice in fix
ing this year, for the first time, an "M.F.'' 
gradE} for currants which, he considered, would 
make it very difficult for the classer at the 
packing house door as, in ·previous years~ 
"M.F." was left to the judgment of the classer. 

SEEDED LEXIAS 

With regard to the suggestion that the dried 
fruits Regulati-ons be amended to cover seed
ed lexias, the Chairman reported that, in ac
cordance with the request made at the last 
meeting of tli.e Board, · M:t H. R. Tinny (for 
Chief Fruit Inspector) had been asked to 
obtain full l~articulars from the Supervisors 
concerning the procedure which is at present 
in o~eration in respect to fruit for ·seeding 
purposes and the nature of the difficulties 1('if 
any) which are being experienced in regard 
to the control ,of such fruit. 

The Acting Secretary read reports, dated 
14th· and 19th February, 1946, from Messrs. 
C. G. Ralph (Senior Dried Fruits Supervisor) 
and F. H. Colby (Commonwealth Senior 
Supervisor), which were forwarded under 
cover of letter, dated 25th February, 1946, 
from Mr Tinney. In this connection, Mr 
Tinney stated, inter alia, that collditions, .of 
temperature and moisture content would be 
an important factor and that, as this matter 
was at present receiving the attention of the 
C.S. and- I.R. authoritieS at Merbein, it was 
h-oJted that they wa:uld be. in a position to 
make definite recommendations in the near 
future. 

It was agreed to leav~ the matter in ~beY
ance pending the receipt of this additional 
infiormation. · · 

The Chairman stated that, with a view to 
nreventing aD;I)r illegal tra:ffi.dkiing of reject 
fruit, Senior Inspector T. Walsh had recently 
made a visit to the Goulburn Valley district, 
as a result of which four nrosecutions. were 
listed for hearing' at the Tatura and Shep. 
parton Court~ in the- near future. 

1945 QUOTAS 

Following upon an examination of th.e pack 
figures, the following final quotas for 194-5 
and opening quotas for 1946, (as recommen
ded ·by the- Consultative Committee) were 
approved: 

Final Quotas 1945; 
Dried currants 30 ·per cent; dried sultanas 

34 per cent; lexias and dried ohanez grapes 
56 Per cent. 

Opening Quotas 1946: 
Dried currant~ 20 per cent-; dried sultanas 

15 per cent;. lexias and dried ohanez grapes 
30 Per cent. 
Th~ Chairman informed members that a 

deputation of representatives of the Dried 
Fruits Boards had waited upon the Hon R. 
Pollard, M.P., on 22nd February, 1946, and 
presented a :Qrepared case in support of the 
Resolution agre~d to at the last Confer:ence 
of Interstate -Boards, for the adoption of a 
flat rate which would afford the Boards some 
relief in the costs at present debited to them 
each year by the Coinm!3rce Department in 
regard to inspections of dried fruits con
sumed in Australia. 

Mr Pollard said he would submit the case 
in the fairest J}'ossible way to the Minister 
but pointed t o a number of obstacles stand
ing in the way. 

However, Mr Moloney said that, as a result 
of further conversations which he had had 
with Mr Pollard since the deputation, he was 
hopeful that an arrangement would be ar. 
rived at by the Minister which would Pro
vide some concessi,on on the existing charges. 

D.D.T. j>PRAY 
The Chairman re~orted that he had atten. 

ded a meeting of the Industry at the office 
of the Agricultural Research Ch~mist (Mr 
W. R: Jewell) on the 18th; March f,or the pur
pose of dis_cu~·sing th,e proper administrative 
procedure to be followed in regard to fruit 
s'prayed with_ D.D.T. Those pres~nt with him 
w6re: Messrs. F. M. Read, H. R. Tinney, C .. J. 
Carne, W. N:. Sumner, H. R. Jones, C. J. Wa~d 
(O.D.F'.S.), W, Ward (W.K. Burnside Pty. 
Ltd), and Inspector W. Seamons. 

Mr Jewell stated that dried pears showed 
30 to 40 parts 12er million of D.D.T., thus ex
ceeding the legal tolerance .o.f 10 parts per 
million. Benzol was the only known solu-
tion which ·would eradicate D. D. T. · 

As application of the limit of 10 parts per 
million of D.D.T. would, it was considered, 
re-act harshly in the case of the dried tree 
fruits industry, it- was decided that Mr Mol
oney should approach; Dr Featonby (CAair
man, Pure Food Standards Committee, Health 
Department) with a view tO ob.t~ining some 
relief in the matter and, if necessary, arrange 
a de:Qutation · to meet him. 

Mr M;;oloney said that, following· upon reP
resentations which he had made to the Chief 
Fru~t In:Qsector, permi~sion had now ·been 
been granted for the release of "D'' grade 
whole- apricots to inStitutions only. With re
gard to Whole Apricots, which had been sub· 
jected to the attacks of the Rutherglen Bug, 
!Mr M.olonElY said thRt the meeting had agreed 
that he shoUld approach the Minister with a 
view to obtaining his approval for this type 
of fruit to be sold tO Governnient institutions. 

SAI.,ES TO UNITED KINGDOM 
The Chairman referred to the three.year 

contract which had recently been entered into 
by the Co:ffimonwealth Government for the. 
sale to the Government of the United King
dom of the available surplus of th!3' 1946, 1947 
and 1948 Packs of Australian dried v:i:ne fruits 
at th~ following prices per ton, English cur
rency · f.o.b. port of shiPment in Australia. 
Currants froill one crown upwards £40 0 0 
Sultanas from one crown upwards £52 0 0 
Lexias four and- five crown only £51 10 o 

PACKI,NG HOUSE REGISTRATIONS 
·with reference to the registration .of packing 

houses ~or 1946, the Chairman informed mem
bers that all Iic€nces had been withheld this 
year, pending receipt of satisfactory reports 
from the Commerce Department in regard to 
the condition of individual packing houses. 

It was decide.d to request all Victorian pack. 
ing houses to supply the Board with· the fol-
lowing information-: · 

"Th6 total ingoing weight of all dried vine 
fruits received at each Victorian Packing 
House (showing also totals ,of each grade), 
and the total ·out-going weight of all. dried 
vine fruits from Victorian Packing Houses 
(showing also totals of each grade)' during the 
1945 Season." 

Other business of a routine nature consis
ted ·Of a survey of pack figures aS at the ·28th 
February, 1946, and the estimatP.d Victorian 
pack of dried fruits for 1946; the adoption 
of th.e Board's financial statement showing 
expenditure between 30th January, 1946, and 
19th March, 1946, and the passing of ac~ 
counts to the same date. 

1-

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN 
DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

March Meeting 
Discussions 

The present obscure postlion of crop 
prospects was discussed at length and 
owing to the impossibility of obtaining a 
reliable estimate of the 1946 season's 
pack, consideration of the Board's budget 
for the year 1946-4 7 was deferred until 
the position became clarified. 

The Chairman (Mr G. A. W. Pope) reported 
that when in Melbourne the previous week, 
on other official business, he had been able 
to attend an informal conference ·of represen
tatives of the Consultative Committee, the Ex
port Board and the ADFA. He stated that the 
Conference had discussed at len.gth the pos
sible allocation for the Australian, and, Over
seas Markets, but owing to the uncertainty of 
croJt Prospects only tentative conclusions were 
reached. The Board, however, could with 
safety approve the recommendation of the 
Consultative Committee for O·Dening quotas for 
the year 1946. These were for Currants 2G 
percent for Sultanas 15 percent and for Lex
ias 30 perce:9-t, approVal was accordingly given. 
ThEi final quotas for the: year 1945, i.e., 30 per
cent currants, 34 percent Sultanas and 56 per
cent Lexias as reComme11..de_d by the Consulta
tive Committee were also approved. The Board 
adopted the recommendatio-n of the Consulta
tive Committee for the continuance for the 
year 1946 of the rate of the Annual Contribut
tion, "i.e. 4/3d per ton based on the equivalent 
to the packed weight of driEid fruits, and in 
the cas~ of prunes on the graded weight. 

APRICOT TREE DISEASE 
Mr 1\-. G. Strickland, M.Ag. Sc., (Chief Hoiti

cultuflst, State Department of Agriculture), at
tended by invitation, and discussed with the 
Board several problems, among these was a 
disease which had recently appeared in young 
apricot trees.· It was ~;~os§ible to diagnose this 
apart from "Gumosis" which was a major 
problem before Research Officers. Mr Strick
land also- referred to surveys now being car
ried out in respect to Codling M-oth and Dehy
dration trials. ThB Chairman thanked Mr 
Strickland for his attendance and gave hiin 
assurances of the oBard's support in all mat
ters directly affecting the industry. 

FURTHER PLANTINGS 
The Board's representative (Mr C. W. Till} 

on the E'nquiry Committe.e set up to investi
gate further plantings, reported that two meet
ings of the _Committee had ·been held, both -of 
which he had been unable to attend ·O·wing to 
insUfficient· notice. Mr Till submitted news
paper reports of proceedings of the Land 
Board at w.entworth (NSW) where applica
tions for allotments in the Go! Gol (NSW) 
area were heard, Mr Till was asH;ed to en
deavour to expedite the work of the EnquirY 
Committee to enable the Board to consider the 
Committee's findings. 

The Annual Report of the Investigation Offi
cer (Inspector J. E. Noblet) was submitted 
and the Secretary was directed to incorporate 
oertain portions in the Board's Seventeenth 
Report which was now being compiled. 

U.K. C01NTRACT 
A letter from the State Minister of Agri

culture was received advising particulars of 
the Contract between. the Commonwealth Gov
ernment and the British Ministry of Food for 
the sale to the United Kingdom of the export
able surpluses of dried vine fruits for the 
years 194·6, 194 7 and 1948 at stated prices. 

Correspondence was also trebled from the 
Director of Service Foodstuffs advising pro
p-ortions ()f 1946 Season's dried tree fruits that 
would be acquired for the Services. These 
were:-

25 percent of Prunes .. 
50 percent of Pears. 
50 percent of Apricots. 
60 percent of Peaches. 

Nectarine's being free. 
In connection with the Door Classification 

Plan in the Renmark Area, the issue of five 
Classers' Licences was approved. 
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WESTERN AUST .. DRIED FRUITS BOARD 
Growers' Contributions - 1945 Pack - Publicity 
Visit of Consultative· Committee - W.A. Currants 
Interstate Conference. 

The Board is composed of Mr H .S. Bick
ford, (Chairman, on the nomination of the 
Hon. the Minister for Agriculture), and as 
Members, elected by Growers, Messrs L. W. 
H.am, J. Duff, Jnr., G. McD. Edgec•ombe and 
C. A. Sharman. The Chairman's term of 
office has been renewed for a period of 2 
years from the 14th October, 1945. 

GROWERS' CONTRIBUTION FOR 1945 

The Annual Contribution by producers of 
Dried Vine Fruits in "conjunction with the 
Eastern StatE)s Dried Fruits Boards, was at the 
uniform rate of 4/3 per ton. 

W.A. PACK FOR 1945 

The figures obtained for the W.A. 1945 
Pack of Dried Vine Fruits, according to the, 
Agents' !eturns as at the 15th December, 1945, 
are:-

Currants, 2,879 tons; Sultanas, 342 tons: 
Lexias, 48 tons. Total, 3,269 tons. ' 

The quantities produced for the year 1944, 
to ~h,e 31st December of that year were:

Currants, 3,334 tons; Sultanas, 634 tons; 
Lexias, 69 tons. Total, 4,037 tons. 

PUBLICITY 

The Dried F'ruits Publicity Committee has 
given the usual thoughtful attention to pub-
1icity activities throughout the Ooinmon. 
w€:alth of Australia, the W.A. Board making 
its usual contribution towards the Commit
tee's expenditure. 

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

REPRESENTATIVES 

in favour of W.A. on the htgh standard Cur· 
rants produced here. A special Committee 
representative of Producing interests was 
formed and later it was resolved as to W.A. 
Currants, that the following grade premiums 
for Currants shipped to the United Kingdom 
during Season 1945 should be adopted, viz:-

1 crown.-Basis. 
2 crown.--£2 a ton up on 1 crown. 
3 crown-Small and unsiz:ed, £ a ton up 

on 1 crown. 
3 crown-Large, £4/10/. a ton up on 1 

crown. 
4 crm\'ll-£8 a ton up on 1 crown. 

It was agreed that the Committee's recom
mendations would apply only in respect to 
1945 and that whilst a flat price under the 
United Kingdom contract remained, the posi
tion was subject t'o. review from year to year. 

COST OF INSPECTION 

The Board has taken up with the Com
Inonwealth Department of Commerce the 
heavy expenditure E:ntailed by State Boards 
in ·relation to the Commonwealth Sales of 
Dried Vine Fruits, h,aving regard to the lim. 
ited work involved in the inspection of the 
fruit concerned, and the subject is still under 
review, it being contended bY the W.A. Board 
that the major proportion of the expenditure 
is incurred on the inspection of" fruit for ex· 
port. 

SUBSIDY TO GROWERS 

Relief had been sought and, actively pressed 
for by all Dried Fruit organisations, conse· 
quent on the reduced tonnage of DTied Vine 
Fruits ma'de available for the Commonwealth 
Market this year, and the Federal G·overn. 
ment has consented to the pa.ynient of a sub· 
Sidy on the 194:> Season's Pack, and this is 
in course of the distribution to Growers through 
the ADF A arid the respective State register
ed Packing Houses, based on the quantities 
produced by them. The subsidy is to be paid 
at the following rates, viz:--Currants £3/10/
per ton, Sultanas £3 per ton, and Lexias 3/4 
per ton, •on net packed weights. 

BOARD' INTERSTATE CONFERENCE 

Following the visit to W.A. of the Consul. 
tative Committee's representatives, when the 
matter of a l'evival of the Interstate Confer. 

ence of Dried Fruits Boards was referred to, 
such having been, in abeyance since 1938, it 
was yltimately agre.ed that a Conference of all 
Stat,e Boards should be held in Melbourne on 
October 25th and 26th, 1945. It was made 
possible, by the generous financial assistance 
of the Eastern States' Boards, for a full rep. 
resentation of the W.A. Board at that Con
ference. Many subJects of vital interest to 
the, Dried Fruits Industry were included in 

_the Agenda Paper, and received earnest and 
intelligent discussion, with a liberal ex
change or experienced views. Amongst other 
matters which received attention were items 
submitted by the W.A. Board, viz:-

(1) That Conference should discuss all 
problems appertaining to increased 
settlement in the Dried Fruit Indus
try, with a view to assisting Settle
ment but keeping the Industry in a 
solvent condition. 

(2) That Conference should give consid
eration to the question of the issue of 
Uniform Final Account Sales by all 
Packing Houses registered by the 
State D.F. Boards, such Account 
Sales to afford Growers full details 
of sale prices and expenditure. 

.. (3) That Conference is -of the opinion 
that sun.dried or table raisins should 
be declared as Dried Fruit under ex. 
isting Legislation, and in the 'event 
of such Fruits having been dehydra. 
ted, all Dehydrators concerned, to be 
the subject of Registration. · 

VVhilst the first subject was fully discussed, 
no action was taken, pending the investiga. 
tion now being given to the Whole matter of 
further plantings by interested Federal and 
State Government Departments and Author
ities. 

The question o! Uniform Final Account 
Sales by all Packing Houses, and the con. 
trol of sun.dried or Table Raisins, involving 
the possible registration of Dehydrators, were 
dealt with, but considered to be the subject 
of action for the W.A. State Board itself, if 
desired. 

Undoubtedly, the Conference proved of 
great value, and Board Members feel that the 
association and contact with other State 
Boards' representatives has been very bene. 
fi.cial to the Industry generally. 

SUPPLIES OF FERTILISERS 

Efforts have been made through the Agri. 
cultural Department to improve the much 
needed supplies of Fertilisers for Growers of 
Dried Fruits, and whilst the proportion made 
available to this State has been very limited, 
the Department has afforded material help in 
this connection. 

After consideration had been given to the 
desirability of bringing the Dried Fruit activ
ities in the State into closer relationship with 
the Industry generct1ly, the Consultative Com
mittee decided that the Chairman ·(Mr Parker 
.J. Moloney) and Secretary (Mr \V. N. Twiss) 
should visit 'Western Australia, and this was 
d•one in April of this. year. Opportunity was 
taken by these gentlemen of inspecting the· 
principal vine fruit growing Districts and reg
istered Packing Houses, conferring with grow· 
.ers and members of the W.A. Board, thus en
abling a better co.operation in the under
standing of th,e t~roblems being faced from 
time to tim~. - A tribute of appreciation is 
now tendered to the representatives of the 
Eastern States' Dried Fruits Boards in putt
ing this far-sighted policy into effect, with un
doubted advantage- to W.A. interests. At the 
same time, regard was given by Mr M-oloney, 
as Chairman ~of the Publicity Committee, to 
an improv:ement in the loca,l Publicity Win. 
dow 'Displays of Dried Fruit. 

DRIED FRUITS BOARD (W.A.) 

GRADE ADJUSTMENTS ON CURRANTS 

ConsidE:ration was given to grade adjust
ments of W.A. Currants. and the W.A. Board 
strongly adV'ocated to the Commonwealth D.F. 
Control Board and Australian Dried Fruits 
Ass::Jciation that:- -

(1) That ord1riary grade variation should 
remain as at present, i.e., £4 per ton 
between 3 and- 4 crown grades and £2 
per ton between all lower grades. 

(;?) That W.A. be paid a premium of £2 
per ton English currency, equivalent 
to £2/10/· Australia, grade for grade 
above Eastern State Currants in the 
U.K. Quota, as determined by· the 
total shipments of Currants from 
Australia, in relatio·n to the total Pack 
in Australia. 

(3) That the ordinary grade variations 
apply to the total quantity exported 
by W.A. to the United Kingdom, this 
bein-g th.e present practice. 

A delegaUon of representatives of the Aus
tralian Dried Fruits As·sociation at the end 
cf May, 1945, came to Western Australia, and 
in addition to giving attention to the strength. 
Bning of its interests and set-up in this State, 
conferred _with the Board Members on the pro· 
posals put forward as to grade adjustments 

Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st December, 1945 

Expenditure~ 
1945 
nee. 31st 
To Secretarial 
, Board FeeS and Expenses 
, General E-xpenses .. 
, Printing and Stationery .. 
, Postages and 'P·elegrams 
, Inspection FeeS .. 
, Investigation A/c 
, Scrutinising Imports 
, Publicity Ale . . . . 
, Audit Fee .. 
, '00nfernce A ;c . . . . 
, Election Expenses .. 

£ s. d. 

260 0 0 
113 8 0 

10 9 5 
19 16 11 

9 15 2 
249 5 11 

85 5 0 
30 0 0 
93 15 0 

5 0 0 
159 5 0 

16 3 4 

£1,052 3 9 

Income 
1945 
Dec. 31st. 
By Growers' Contribution .. 
, Packing Shed Registration Fees 
, Interest 
, Deficiency . . . . . . . . . . . . 

£ s. d. 

693 11 ll 
G 0 0 

23 0 8 
329 11 2 

£1,052 3 9 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December, 1945 

Liabilities 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Sundry Creditors 256 9 11 
Excess of Assets over 

Liabilities as at 
1/1/1945 . . . . . . 1194 2 1 

Less Deficiency, 1945 . 329 11 2 
864 10 11 

£1,121 0 10 

Cash at Bank 
Cash in Hand 

Office F'urniture 

Assets 
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

1116 ·11 lf 
2 8 11 

1119 0 10 
2 0 0 

£1.121 0 10 
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Problems BEATING NATURE 

At the fifteenth annual meeting of the Merbein Dried Fruits Growers' Union 
(branch of the A.D. FA) held in the Health Centre Hall, Merbein, afforded 
members an opportunity for discussion of problems affecting the industry. The 
president (Mr. A. Raw:ings) occupied the chair and there was a representative 
attendance of district growers. 

Apricot trees in the Leeton (Ne:w South 
VVales) district will be given plant hormone in
jections in an attem12t to prevent them from 
flowering next season during heav:y frosts. The 
injections are expected to delay flOwering for 
three ·or four weeks. 

AbOut 90,000 apricot trees will be treated 
during the next few· months at the request of 
the Leeton cannery, which last year lost 40,000 
tons of apricots because of frosts. 

The American plant breeder George Warner. 
who is visiting Australia at the invitation of 

"the Commonwealt_h Department of Agricul
ture, will help with the work. He will als J 

undertake other experiments for the cannery, 
which include: 

Submitting· the annual report, Mr Rawlings 
dealt with production and distribution figures 
of the 194·5 crop, progress payments and esti
mated final realisations. 

Dealing with the additional plantings. Mr 
Rawlings said: "Tb,e Board of Management of 
the ADFA has given this imPortant matter 
much thought and has made a· complete sur
vey of Australian and world markets. They 
have given evidence to both Federal and State 
GoVernment Committees set up to examine. the 
actual marketing position of the dried fruits 
industry, and have issued the following state
ment: 

"After a full diScussion it was apparent that 
there did not appear to be any opportunity for 
the opening of new lands for the prOduction 
of dried vine fruits, with the exception -of a 
very limited area for gordos for the seeded 
raisin trade. In respect to dried tree fruits, 
it was cons-idered there was limited room for 
expansion for. prunes and apricots. 

"I have since been informed that the total 
Australian increase in lexias, mentioned above, 
should not exce-ed 2000 acres producing be
tween 3000 and 4000 tons per annum." 

INCREASED PRODUCTION 
Mr Rawlings said the dried fruits industry 

had grown at an amazing rate during th,e past 
32 years. The total production in 1912 was 
10,0"00 tons; in 1925, 37,000 tons; in 1933, 78,000 
tons, and in 1944, 104,000 tons. Production was 
gradually increasing on account of better 
farming methods, drainage, and reconstruction 
of unprofitable patches. 

"W·e must warn all concerned," said Mr 
Rawlings, "that until the -question of the fu. 
ture policy .regarding Empire preferences and 
exchange is settled, the future of this indus
try is very uncertain." 

The report touched on the quality of lexias 
which, in rec€\nt years, had been the cause 
of considerable dissatisfaction, With regard to 
cold~dipped lexias, po}ash-treated lexias were 
causing much concern· to- Qackers owing to the 
harmful effect of potash on the skin of the 
lexia. Modern seeding methods demanded a 
toughskinned lexia. The ADF A intended to 
launch a "hot dip campaignn with a view to 
the elimination of the -p-otash di-p process for 
le:Xias. -

Dealing with publicity, Mr Rawlings said it 
had been decided to embark ·on an active pub
licity campaign in an _endeavor-to- increase the 
Australian consumption of dried fruit: It was 
understood that some :QUblicity experts were 
confident that the Australian civilian con
sumption -c·ould be increased to approximately 
25,000 tons per annum. The prewar consunw
tion was under 20,000 tons on a;n average year. 

In conclusion, the report dealt with the 
scholarships made available by the Merbein 
Growers' Union and paid a tribute to the 
members of the committee for their loyal sup· 
port during the year, esp~cial' mention being 
made of the efficient work ·of the secretary of 
the Union (.Mt L. C. Camflron). 

The report was adopted on the motion of 
Messrs. E. W. Smith and J. Power, Mr. El J. 
Casey joining with the mover and seconder in 
conveying to the chairman congratulations on 
his able and comprehensive report. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Th~ financial statement, presented by the 

treasurer (Mr E. W. Smith) disclosed a net 
gain of £93/17/8 on the year's transactions 
The total assets were more than £600. During 
the year donations totalling £30/2/6 fiad been 
made to district organisations, £26 to the POW 
Fund, £36 on behalf of scholarships, and 
£33/6/- as a levy to th_e Community Centre 
Fund. 

The financial statement was adopted -on the 
motion of Messrs. E. W. Smith and D. A. 
Walters. A inotion urging the incoming com~ 
mi'ttee to continue making donations to the 
Citrus Gifts Scheme for returned soldiers in 
military hospitals, submitted bY. M~Ssrs N. B. 
Corbould and D. A. Walters was agreed to 
without dissent. Mr E. J. Casey suggested that 

seeing the 26 per annum donated to the POW 
Fund would not recur, it might be possible to 
grant increased financial assistance to the Cit· 
rus Gifts Sche-me. 

The retiring committeemen, Messrs. D. A. 
VValters, E. W. Smith, A. R. McDoug·au and 
L. G. cameron, were re-elected unopposed. The 
retiring auditor, Mr W. H. Chaffey. was also 
re-elected unoiJposed. 

INDUSTRY PROBLEMS 
.Mr G. P. Jenner suggested the ·organisation 

of som~thing of an exchange bureau, so that 
methods of working and drying fruit which 
bad c-ommended themselves to individual gro_w
ers might be made available to all .growers. 
It might be possible for the Growers' Union 
to offer prizes for the best ideas and meth-ods 
suggested. 

Mr L. G. Cameron said that many growers 
had worked out short cuts and better methods 
of doing certain jobs on the block. An ex
change of ideas would be beneficial, but -he 
doubted if the offering of prizes wJuld achieve 
the desired result. At the Federal Council 
m~€lting the matter Qf employing a consulting 
engineer to advise, chiefly in regard to pack· 
in.g house methods, had been considered and 
referred to the executive. Mr Jenner's sugges
tioll, was worthy of consideration. 

Mr E. J~ Casey suggested a field day at the 
Research Station at which g·r-owers might be 
invited to give the result of their experience 
with new methods . 

Mr Rawlings said that as the meeting ap. 
peared to be unanimous in its opinion that 
something wo·rth-whne· could come out of the 
suggestion, the committee would take the mat
ter under advisement. 

Treatment of 15 apricot trees in an attempt 
to make them impervious to frost. 

Speeding up peach crop by three weeks to 
avoid a bottleneck in the cannery. 

Treatment of 3,500 tomato plants to both 
speed up and increase 1he crop. 

Mr Warner estimates that the tomato yield 
will bE;l increased by 30 to 40 percent., and that 
the crop will be three weeks early. If the 
treatment is successful, 800,000, to both speed
UP. and increase the next twelve months. 

Mr Warn€lr believe there are limitless pos
sibilities of expanding :Qlant industries in Aus
tralia by hormone injection. Tung oil trees, 
pecan nut, and macadamia nut (Queensland 
bush· nut) offer good prospects. 

He states that the materials used in the- in
jection rormulae have more or less the same 
chemical structure as the hormones contained 
in growing plants. Their use enables absolute 
control of plant growth, either by slo'\ving 
down or speeding up. 

H!GH WAGES IN CALIFORNIA 
The C.LO. Unicn of dried fruit woikers in 

the- Santa Cla:fa Valley which ·shut up the 
dried fruit }:!acking plants there last Septem
ber during the harvest season, went back to 
work after a thre~ weeks' strike at an in
creased wage of half of what they asked for, 
the other half to be arbitrated. They asked 
for 15 cents an 11-"Jur increase and took nc 
an hour then and have now been awarded the 
other n cents Qy the arbitrator. This makes 
a minimum wage rate of $1.00 for men ·and 
S5c an hour for women. 

• 

"WARATAH" • 

,fENCING PRODUCTS 
THE well-known "Waratah" fencing products (wire netting, 

barbed wire, "Star" steel fence posts, &c.) are filling an 

essential place in defence and in order to maintain me.ximum 

production for military purposes, it has been found necessary 

to restrict wire supplies to essential services. 

Distributors of Rylands' "Waratah" wire prodt]cts and thw 

customers may be ~ssured that when normal times r.;_turn, full 
7 

supplies will again be made available, and ir. the meantime it 

will be real:sed that any inconvenience caused by the .present 

curtailment of civil supplies is sustained ~n a good cause. 

RYLANDS BROS. (Australia) 
PTY. LTD. 

Head Offices: 422 little Collins Street, Melbou'rne 

Wire Mills: Newcastle, N.S.W. 
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