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KNOW YOUR A.D.F.A. (9) 
Article No. 8 dealt with Market Quotas and Price Fixation. This article deals with an ex~ension of that 

subject--Selling on the Commonwealth Market. 

The conditions under which A.D.F.A. Dried FruitS may be sold in the Commonwealth are carefully laid 
down in Rules and Regulations, and some of the Rules are most interesting, but before specifically referring t-o 
them, it may prove helpful to growers to bet~er Understand the system -of distribution in ·Australia by quoting 
front page 30 of 'The A.D.F.A. Handbook. The Handbook says: 

"How Dried Fruits are Sold 

~-'The A.D.F.A. is responsible for the distribution of Dried Vine and Tree Fruits in Australia. To ensure 
that Dried Fruits are equitably supplied throughout the Commonwealth and to control speculation, which would 
be detrimental to the grower, The A.D.F.A. has devised a system whereby Agents deliver to registered Distributing 
Agents, who in turn deliver to the retail trade and manufacturers. Sub-distribUtors are also registered, who may 
only buy from Distributing Agents, but may sell to the retail trade and manufacturers. Manufacturers whose 
turnover of Dried Fruits is large enough to wanant special trading terms also may be registered. Distribution 
therefore, is as follows:- · 

A.D.F.A. 
Agents Agents 

1 
Retail 
Trade 

r S~b-Distributors 

----?>Distr·ibuting 1 · 
LI __ >_M_an_u~,._ao-·tu-re-rs __ __,l 

"Distributing Agents and Sub-Distributors (generally referred to as Distributors) and Manufacturers renew 
their registrations at ·the beginning of every season, and a system is in operation whereby A.D.F.A. Head Office 
ensures that the terms and conditions are observed. 

"There are fourteen Agents, 132 Distributing Agents, 30 Sub-Distributors, and 42 Manufacturers reg·is
tered with The A.D.F.A. Complete coverage of the Commonwealth market is, in consequence, ·achieved. 

"The Ag·ents are the salesmen of The A.D.F.A., and their marketing experience is so valuable that two 
representatives attend all meetings of .the Boal'd of ~a~agement. Cl<?se. liaison is also maintained by the Board 
with Dis~ributing Agents through specmlly formed DIStrlbutors' Assoc1at10ns." 

The system of distribution and the policy of The A.D.F.A.'s provisions of trading are directly controlled 
by the Board of Management. 

PRICES 

Agents and Distributors may only sell at current Association list prices on A.D.F.A. Terms and Conditio_ns. 
All .contracts made for the sale of fruit must embody those prices, terms and conditions. 

Should new season's f1"llit be delivered before prices have been announced, the fruit is invoiced at old 
season's prices at time of delivery, and any difference with new season's prices is adjusted later (Rule 80). 

A.D.F.A. prices are both minimum and maximum; and cannot be varied (Rule 81), except as provided in 
Rule 86 (see below). 

Lists of prices and any mid-season amendments must be issued by the Geileral Secretary to all. Agents, 
Distl'ibutors and Manufacturers, who must acknowledg·e same. Faihue to acknowledge may result in suspension 
of deliveries (Rule 82). 

Any time during a season prices may be raised or reduced. All stocks held by Agents and Distributors 
(but not ~anufacturers) held at date of alteration are subject to the increase or decrease (Rule 85). This 

provision enures that no Distributor may take advantage of any price rise oT be penalised by any reduction. Under 
Rule 117 every grower shares pro rata in any rise or reduction placed on any grade of fruit. 

Under special circumstances, and always at holder's request and loss, The A.D.F.A. may sanction sales at 
lower prices upo·n such terms as may be decided (Rule 86). 

The next article will deal with selling conditions on the Commonwealth Market. 
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A.D.F.A. PUBLICITY IS READY TO GO! 

The A.D.F.A. Australian sUles promotion campaign decided upon bY its Federal Council of growers' 
representatives is getting off to a good start. Co-incident with the commencement of the campaign seasonal 
conditions have provided ample fruit of high quality. After some years of vicissitudes in production, Nature's 
favour augers well. 

As the advertising to the consuming public commences in June, it is fitting that this issue of "The 
Australian Dried Fruits News" should be a -Special publicity number. The four articles, with their accompanying 
illustrations, give a concise general picture of the pl~nning and implementation of our publicity efforts in a 
number of different fields. 

Now that the campaign is getting under wa'y, .it is intended to maintain a constant flow of information to 
growers on its conduct, both through the "News" and by advices to Branch Secretaries. It is desirable that 
the grower, who is responsible for the finance to undertake publicity, should know exactly what is being done in 
this sphere of actiVity, 

Actual details of the campaign in it§ concrete form have been thoroughly examined and approved by 
the Board of Management in all stages of development, and have been closely aligned with ThJ A.D.F.A.'s 
marketing policy. 

Thus growers Gan be assured that the advertising which will take place for Currants, Sultanas, Seeded 
Raisins and Mixed Fruits is fully based on Industry requirements and is devised to yield ·-the maximum value for 
the money expended. 

In providing for a "continuing campaign," Federal Council was conscious of the fact that any advertising, 
however effective, will necessarily take time to achieve results-and that new sales, once gained, must be 
maintained. 

American experience in the sales promotion of Dried Fruit has shown that judiciqus advertising can and 
does achieve fully worth-while results, but that relaxation of sales pressure leads to falling· off in demand. In 
short, people forget. And with the many clouds that could appear on the export horizon, it is most essential 
that the purchasers on our own high-standard Commonwealth market do not forget. 

We have referred to the principle of extracting the maximum value from every pound expended. This leads 
us to direct the main force of our advertising at the greatest centres of population, where we find the advantages 
of accessability, concentration and ready-made markets. 

This docs not in any way imply that other important localities will be neglected, but it does mean that at 
all times we must exploit ~he most fruitfu~ fields of effort. 

And at all times we must be hard-headed in considering our approach to the trade and the consumer. We 
must constantly bear in mind that though Dried Fruits represent our livelihood, they are, to others, merely 
another food product among many hundreds of lines. Our task then is to make traders and consumers regard 
Dried Vine Fruits as a "pre-eminent" food. 

So, in the long run, it is the merits of the product we have to offer which will influence sales. It is 
those many merits that our advertising will present to the housewife, who is our eventual customer-and-critic. 

Our Cover ts a Retail Affair 

In June, thousands of retailers' shops will be tying in with The A.D.F.A.'s nation3.l recipe contest for Dried 
Vine Fruits. They will co-operate with us by featuring attractive display material, which presents all the infor
mation' necessary to enter the competition. Our cover depicts the counter showcard, which will be produced in 
bright colours, and should be a real attention-getter for the customers. The campaign for this Co!flpetition, 
however, covers a wider field. Advertisements to the consumer, editorials in all leading newspapers, and 
effective public relations work have been planned and are ready for release at the right time. 
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At recent meetings of the Board, under the chairman
ship of Mr. P. Malloch, M.B.E., main items considered 
are summarised b2low. All members were· present, 

Preparation of Federal Council Minutes 
The General Secretary reported that the cost of pre

paring and printing Federal Council 1952 Minutes was 
approximately £300, and the Board felt that next Federal 
Council should be asked whether a verbatim report justi
fied this coSt, or whether a precis report would be accep
table, and decided that Branches should be acquainted 
with the matter, so that they could give it full considera
tion befol'e Federal Council met. 

Pack Estimates 
A statement of the prospective pack as at the 31st 

March, 1953, was examined by the Board, which con
sidered that, at that date, the harvest would reach 94,000 
tons. By varieties this tonnage was assessed to be:-

Currants . . . . 17,000 tons 
Sultanas . . . . . . . . . . . . 68,000 tons 
Lexias . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,000 tons 

Tree Fruits figures (reported at the February rileeting) 
stood at: Apricots, (split only), 400 tons; PeaChes (split 
only), 198 tons; Pears (split only), 78 t?ns; Nectarines, 
11 tons; and Prunes, 1165 tons (dry weight). 

Expansion of Industry 
Mr. L. G. Cameron reported to the Board on the evi

dence which he had given on behalf of the Industry, as 
Chairman of the Mildura District Council, A.D.F.A., to 
the State Development Committee in Mildura on the 27th 
March. The Bo:ird Were pleased with the effect this 
evidence had created, and also that a responsible State 
body vested with advisory powers had been fully 
acquainted with the views of the Industry on the danger 
of over-expansion. Mr. Cameron's evidence is reported 
in full elsewhere in this issue. 

Further consideration was given to the effect on the 
Industry which would result if State governments imple
mented the full recommendations of the Australian Agri
cultural Council. It was decided that the Chairman 
should personally request the Minister for Commerce to 
arrange a conference for representatives of The A.D.F.A. 
and the Export Control Board, on behalf of the Industry, 
to meet -the Irrigation Production Advisory Committee 
and make known the dangers inherent in expansion beyond 
the Industry's economy. 

It was further decided that the Mildura District 
Council A.D.F.A. should be asked to approach the Vic
torian Minister for Agriculture with a view to acquaint
ing him during his visit to Mildura with the dangers of 
over-expansion. In resper.t to the request from the 
Munay Valley Development League for a conference to 
discuss expansion it was agreed that the suggestion should 
be made to the League that it arrange when next meeting 
in Mildura to confer with local Board members. 

Govet-nment Financial Grant 

Following on the decision of the Board at the 
February meeting that expenditure of the funds 
provided by the Federal Government for t·esearch on 
primary production should include the Dried Fruits 
Industry, the Board learned that in reply to a 
request to the Victorian Government through the 
Minister for AgTiculture that such research be provided, 
a reply had been received that as the grant had been 
made available for an expansion of the extension services 
of the State Department of Agriculture, the request of 
The A.D.F.A. could not be acceded to. The Board decided 
that the Minister should again be approached with the 
proposal that the expanded extension services should 
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embrace work on vine diseases and their prevention, to 
assist growers. 

Frost Prevention 
In accordance with the decision of the Board, 

enquiries had been made from the Victorian Railways 
as to the extent of the concessions allowed in rail 
freight on fuel oil used in frost prevention. Results 
of these enquiries are presented under the heading 
"Production and Marketing." 

The Board decided that a report submitted by Mr. F. 
Redlich on the design and use of a J etom wind machine 
in frost prevention should be referred to C.S.I.R.O., who 
had already undertaken some experiments with such a 
device. 

Vine Fruits: 1952 Season Distribution 
The Board noted the general position as r~vealed and 

its relationship to the extent of firm orders placed by 
distributors at the 30th September, 1952, and subsequent 
demand caused by improved trading conditions following 
on a relaxation of credit restriction by the Federal 
Government towards the end of the year. The Board 
also noted that there had been a substantial carry-over 
of Dried Fruits from Season 1951 to Season 1952, and 
that a recurrence of a similar carry-over into Season 
1953 (which it was now ascertained would not take place) 
wouTd have affected saleS this season, which, by reason 
of lower prices obtained from the United Kingdom, would 
not be to the Industry's advantage. It had been unfor
tunate that through the credit restrictions there had 
been initial conservative ordering by distributors, but 
the subsequent demand had been largely relieved by 
the reserve of 600 tons held by The A.D.F.A. over and 
above the total firm orders received at the 30th Septem
ber. The Board were of the opinion that the shortage 
in Currants did not exceed 100 tons, and that the com
plaints received regarding general shortages were the 
result of a fictitious demand created through the multiple 
enquiries in the ttade. As details of apparent shortage:;:: 
had been given by the- Victorian Dried Fruits Board, it 
was decided to ma:ke available to that Board a copy. of 
the report examined by the Board of Management. The 
Board decided that distributors and manufacturers in 
Australia would be allowed up to the 31st October in 
Season 1953 to place firm orders, and that in addition 
to such requirements the Association would hold a reserve 
to meet any contingencies of demand until the end of 
December to ensure that no shortage arose on the Com
monweaTth market. 

State Quotas 
The Chairman, Messrs. H. H. Stone, C. J. Ward and 

the General Secretary met the Consultative Committee 
of the State Dried Fruits Boards on 24th April, when 
they submitted estimates of pack and Commonwealth 
market consumption for setting interim State quotas. 

Labou_r-Saving Devices 
In answer to an enquiry from the Robinvale Branch 

A.D.F.A. as to what action The A.D.F.A. would take to 
protect the patent rights of any grower who submitted 

. a device worthy of development for the general use of 
the Industi·y, the Board felt that the need for such pro
tection should be left to the individual grower to decide. 

Gummosis in Apricots 
The Board learned from a press report that the Waite 

Research Institute (S.A.) had appointed Mr. M. V. Carter, 
of C.S.I.R.O., Canberra, to investigate the incidence and 
spread of gnmmosis. 

Page Five 



-~------ -----

Interstate Charges Fund 
The Board decided that, subject to possible adjustment 

during the season, the deductions by Agents from pro
ceeds of Commonwealth civil sales for the Interstate 
Charges Fund for Vine Fruits, Season 1953, be set at 
£4 per ton for Victoria and New South Wales (River 
Murray), and £5/5/- per ton for South Australia. 

Federal Dried Fruits Distributors 
The full Board interviewed the executive of the Federal 

Dried Fruits Distributors' Association, when a long and 
informative talk took place on Commonwealth marketing 
matters, particularly in regard to distribution, new 
season's prices, consumption, manufacturers' costs and 
retailers' margins of profit. 

Sisalkraft Research 
The. Board were informed that representatives ·of 

Sisalkraft Distributors Pty. Ltd. had visited the Mid
Murray Valley, Sunraysia and Renmark districts, to 
examine, under field conditions, the effect on the use of 
sisalkraft. Mr. L. G. Cameron reported on the con
ditions found in the Sunraysia- area and the thorough 
investigation made, including the taking of moving 
pictures. The representatives considered that their 
knowledge of the Industry and its n:eeds in respect to 
sisalkraft had been improved, and would be valuable in 
future production of the material. 

Fibreboard Boxes 
It was reported that further experimental packing of 

fruit into fibreboard boxes would be undertaken during 
Season 1953. The problem of being unable to stack the 
boxes as high as wooden cases had not been overcome, 
but the manufacturers believed that investigations now 
being carried out would provide a solution. A second 
factor of shippers being unwilling to give a clean receipt 
might preclude the use of fibreboard boxes for export. 

An offer by the Australian agents to provide samples 
of an American fibreboard box specially designed for 
fruit packing was referred to the Mildura Packers' Asso
ciation. 

Prototype Washing Machine 
It was learned that C.S.I.R.O. were approaching a 

stage where the machine could be transfelTed to the 
Sunraysia area and installed for practical experiments. 
Arrangements had already been made for an officer of 
the' C.S.I.R.O. Maribyrnong workshops to visit Mildura 
and ml'!ke arrangements with the Mildura Co-operative 
Fruit Co. Ltd. for installation at their Merbein branch. 
When installation had taken place a date for inspection 
and testing would be set, following which a meeting of 
The A.D.F.A. Research Committee would be called. 

The Board approved a further payment of £1000 to 
C.S:I.R.O. to finance the prototype; the amount to be 
jointly contributed by The A.D.F .A. and the Packers' 
Associations. 

Sales Tax 
Consideration was given tO a request by the Australian 

Association of Master Pastrycooks that The A.D.F.A. 

--------~----~~--'"---~~----

support an application to the Federal Treasurer seeking 
exemption of all· pastrycook lines from Sales Tax. The 
Board decided nOt only to diTectly approach the Federal 
TTeasuTer for such an exemption, but to enlist the aid 
of those Federal Members of Parliament who represent 
Dried Fruits producing areas. 

Finance 

In addition to confirming· a list of cheques drawn since 
the last meeting, as tabled, the Board examined a state
ment of receipts and expenditure for the current period 
1/2/53 to 31/3/53, and for the cumulative period 1/9/52 
to 31/3/53, which disclosed the following financial 
position.-

Period Cumulative 

Opening Balances of Bank Funds and 
Cash on Hand , . £1514 £1746 

Receipts-
From Interest, Head Office Levies 

and other sources . . . . . . . . 567 4954 
Net Repayments by -Publicity Fund 209 
Final adjustments between Agents 

(offset by expenditure contra).. 3470 4904 
Transfers from funds on deposit at 

call . , . . , . , . . . , . . , . , 2500 
Repayments from M.I.D.A. Ltd. of 

advances made . . . . . . . . 1371 

£5551 

Expenditure-
On general items of the Association 1552 
On Qffice Equipment . . . . . . . . . . 
Final Adjustments between Agents 

(offset by receipts contra) . . . . 3470 
Advances to M.I.D.A. Ltd ... 
Temporary Funds placed on deposit 

at call . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Prepayments----

Unexpended at end of period . . 16 

£5038 

Bank Funds and Cash on Hand at 

£15,684 

7691 
15 

4904. 
43 

2500 

18 

£15,171 

31/3/53 £513 £513 

Publicity 

The Publicity Sub-committee, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. R. M. Simes, considered the planning· and progress 
of the opening phases of The A.D.F.A.'s 1953-54 cam
paign, and appt·oved the reports submitted. Much of 
the activity which the Sub-committee examined is 
described in the special Publicity Section of this issue. 

Next Meeting 

The Board will meet again in Melbourne from 9th to 
11th June. 

t·-··-"'-'"_,,_,,._,,_,,_,,_,,._.,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,.,_,,_,,._,,_,.,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,,_,_,,._.,_,,._,_,._,,_,,_,,_,,_.,_,,_,,_,,_,.,_+ 
I • 

i THE VICTORIA INSURANCE COMPANY liMITED I 
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. I 
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, E. A. STANNER, MANAGER. PHONE MU 7067 j 
l l 
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LOOK FOR A.D.F.A. ADVERTISING ! 

Below is the preliminary A.D.F.A. schedule of press advertising up to the beginning of 
December, 1953. 

A.D.F.A. advertisements are booked to appear in the fotowing magazines and newspapers 
on the dates indicated, but it should be emphasised that later developments could mean slight 
alterations in the schedule as now envisaged. 

NATIONAL RECIPE CONTEST 

Magazine/Newspaper 
Scheduled 

Size of Advt. Date 

Woman's Day & Home Full colour page June 15 

" " 
, June 29 

Sydney Sunday Telegraph Half page June 7 

" , " 14 

" " " 
28 

Sydney Sunday Sun Half page June 7 

" " " 
21 

Melbourne Sun News Pictorial Half page June 10 

" " " 
17 

" " " 24 

Queensland Sunday Mail Half page June 14 

" " " 
21 

Adelaide Mail Half page June 13 

" " June 21 

Perth West Australian Half page June 17 

GENERAL ADVERTISING 

Australian Women's Weekly Full coloU'r page July 8 

Woman's Day and Home 

, , Aug-. 19 
~ page Monotone Sept. 9 

" " 
" " 

" 
" 

Nov. 4 
Dec. 2 

Full colour page Aug. 17 
, , , Oct, 19 
§ page MonOtone Dec. 7 

Melbourne Sun News Pictorial 11" x 4 columns Aug. 5 

Sydney Daily Sun 

8" X 3 
11" X 4 " 

" 
" 26 

Sept. 30' 
11" x 4 columns Aug. 5 
8" X 3 ,. , 26 

11" x 4 , Sept. 30 
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Sydney Daily Mirror 

Adelaide Advertiser 

West Australian 

Brisbane Courier Mail 

Scheduled 
Date 

11" x 4 columns Aug. 12 
8" X 3 

11" X 4 " 
" 

Sept. 9 
Oct. 7 

11" x 4 columns Aug. 5 
8" X 3 

11" X 4 " 
" 

" 
" 

26 
30 

11" x 4 columns Aug. 5 
11" x 4 JJ Oct. 7 

11" x 4 columns Aug. 5 
11" x 4 ,. Oct. 7 

This Schedule does not, of course, include trade press 
advertising. Radio will be used in all States to back up 
map'H7.jne anrl nP.w>:naner announcement" ~ll -H ...... ,..,.. 'h~ 

Fig. 3 

SPECIAL FACTORS 
The first and third columns reveal unmistakably the encouraging 
attitude of the consumer to new recipes for Dried Fruits, and 

to the "health story" we have to tell of the' product. 

THE CONSUMER ATTITUDE TO NEW RECIPES 
AND THE HEALTH VALUES OF DRIED FRUITS 

% 
100-

ATTITUDE TO 
•o- NEW RECIPES 

70-----

eor---

5<}----

40---

30---

ATTITUDE TO 
TH VALUES 
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Speciaf flu61icitq a"'ticfe6 
OUR MARKET SURVEY 

Many vital facts which the Industry needed to know before planning a national Sales 

Promotion Campaign were brought to light by our Market Survey. Some of the main conclusions 

are discussed in this article. But, taking the findings as a whole, there is no doubt that a very 

wide field exists for promoting the sales of Dried Vine Fruits on the Commonwealth market. 

The su.t·vey confirmed a number of factors regarding the consumer attitude to Dried Fruits which were 
already suspected, but modified other opinions previously held. Many of its results tally closely with information 

. already available to the Industry-an excellent confirmation of its accuracy. The findings fall into a number of 
categories: 

Fig. _t 

THE PURCHASING POSITION 
The third column shows the big majority who only buy Dried Fruits 

on occasion. The second group indicates how sales of Dried Fruits 
have fallen in a large section of population. 

Prototype W ashiiig M3chine 
It was learned that C.S.I.R.O. were approaching a 

stage where the ma~hine could. be tr~nsferred .to the 
Sunraysia area and mstalled for practical expel'lments. 
Anangements had already been made for an officer of 
the C.S.I.R.O. Ma-ribyrnong workshops to visit Mildura 
and make arrangements with the Mildura Co-operative 
Fruit Co. Ltd. for installation at their Merbei?- bran~h. 
When installation had taken place a date for mspectlon 
and testing Would be set, following which a meeting of 
The A.D.F.A. Research Committee would be called. 

The Board approved a further payment of £1000 to 
C.S:I.R.O. to finance the prototype; the amount to be 
jointly contributed by The A.D.F.A. and the Packers' 
Associations. 

Sales Tax 
Consideration was given tO a request by the Australian 

Association of Master Pastrycooks that The A.D.F.A. 

' THE VICTORIA INSURAN 
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Who· Uses Dried Fruits Most? 

Of housewives interviewed, 88% claime4 to be Dried Fruits 

users, with the largest level of usage among younger groups

that is women· aged between 20 and 29, married lesS than 

five years, and with children under eleven.. Families with 

several adult members were also heavier users. 

Income groups were fairly equal in volume of buying, but 
those with the lowest income bought by far the least-indicat
ing an economic factor. Married women working part-time 
consume as much as housewives who do not work. Those 
employed full-time consume about 10% less, but as they only 
comprise a- group of 8°/r1, this is twt a major consideration. 

Are Supply Shortages Affecting Sales? 

All indication.s show that the effect of possible short supply 

on sales is now less serious than has been generally imagined. 
As we know, the position with Seeded Raisins hB.s been more 
difficult, and 25 o/o of consumers experienced shortages in this 
commodity when the Survey was taken. Since the Survey, how
ever, the full demand for Seeded Raisins has been met, and 
some hundreds of tons of the 1952 crop.remained unsold at the 
end of the season, and had to be carried into 1953. Thus it 
can be seen that while supply pr~blems still remain, this factor 
is a long way from being the mai11. cause of lagging consumption. 

What Are the Present Purchasing Habits? 

A glance at Fig. 1 shows how great is the field for sales 
promotion. It can be seen that only 20o/o of housewives 
purchase Dried Fruits each week with another 1 5 o/o claiming 
to order regularly-which tnight mean fortnightly, monthly, 
or even yearly! But the big majority-65o/o-buy Dried 
Fruits only on occasion. Yet with a highly expendable product 
such as ours, regular habit-buying is essential. Thus there 
Will be an important task in encouraging housewives to include 

1 Dried Fruits in their weekly grocery orders. 

Looking again at Fig, 1, it emerges that while the majority 

of consumers said tJ:tey_ use the same qua'ntity of Dried Fruits 
as in previpus years, 32o/o are using less, anll 011.ly 19o/o 

using more. This indicates lost sales, and therefore a sub-
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TAUGHT US A LOT! 
stantial margin in which to regain those sales-while if 19o/o 
of consumers have come to use more Dried Fruits, there is n'o 
reason why a sizeable proportion of the 49o/o using the same 
quantity should not also be caused to 'increase their purchases. 

How Do People Feel About Packaging? 

Fig. 2 reveals a very striking fact. A majority of 57 o/o 
prefers to buy Currants and Sultanas loose by the lb., while 
almost ~acdy the same majority-55%-prefer Seeded Raisins 
in packets. And, as Seeded Raisins have a larger non-user 
group, the 55o/o is, comparatively, a greater majority. This 
is almost certainly due to the fact that the 'average housewife, 
being. more used to buying Sultanas and Currants loose by the 
lb., retains that preference through habit; similarly, being 
accustomed to purchasing Seeded Raisins in a packet, she has 
come to accept that method as being superior. Thus gradual 
and careful education will show the advantages of packaging 
Dried Fruits,,,, in the same way as with so many other- food 
lines. 

What Do They Know of Our Product? 

The Survey indicated very clearly, the lack of knowledge of 
· Dried Fruit uses among housewives generally, and thus our 

sales promotion must aim ·at reducing this ignorance. 

Fi_P:. 3 -reveals that 73% would welcome new ways of using 
Dried Fruits, and that a most encouraging majority-85 %
are aware that Dried Fruits have some special health values. 
But they must be told just what these health benefits are! 

We also found that most housewives by far use ready
prepared and tested recipes, rather than trying to devise new 
dishes-another reason for publicising attractive uses for our 
product. 

A,>rain, we found that less than 50o/o of consumers use 
Dried Fruits in dishes other than cakes, puddings and scones. 

'Only small minorities · use them-. in tarts, cul'ries, biscuits, 
chutneys ol' pies, or as sandwich fillings-or in any- other way. 

Wh·at Else Did We Discover? 

In a brief. resume of this nature, it is possible, of course, 
to pt'esent only a small part of the total findings. 

Other questions asked concerned preference for' fruit, sponge 
and plain cake- among adults and children, and pt'eferences 
for home--made against "bought" cake. Home-made fruit 
cake still leads the field, though economic factors have had 
adverse effects. 

We discovered that in 92% of homes everyone in the- family 
likes Dried Fruits, while 84% of housewives claim to use them 
l'egulady in cooking. But how l'egulady is another question! 

We ascel'tained that most people (35%) use roughly the 
same quantity thl'oughout the year, but that 35o/o use more 
in wintel', and oniy '11 o/o use more in summel-. We also 
confirmed that climatic conditions play a considet'able part 
in deman.d, for usage is genel'ally more favout'able- in Melbourne 
than Sydney. 

Sultanas are the most used variety, as we knew, and a 5_9% 
average actually had some form of Dried Fruits in theil' kitchen 
when they were intel'viewed. But with 88o/o claiming to use 
Dried Fruits, it is evident that the l'emaindel' wel'e even more 
irregular in theil' use. . 

AU these findings ii-ldicate that publicity showing how to 
use Dried Fruits in mol'e ways, and why they are essential 
health buildel's, has an enormous sphere in which to work. 
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PACKAGING PREFERENCES 
The striking similqrity in the majority preferences for loose Sultanas 
and Currants, and packaged Seeded Raisins, is most clearly shown 

in the first and sixth columns of this diagram. 

PREFERENCES FOR CURRANTS, SULTANAS AND 
SEEDED RAISINS SOLD LOOSE OR PACKAGED 
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SPECIAL FACTORS 
The first and third columns reveal unmistakably the encouraging 

attitude of the consumer to new recipes for Dried Fruits, and 
to the "health story" we have to tell of the' product. 

THE CONSUMER ATTITUDE TO NEW RECIPES 
AND THE HEALTH VALUES OF DRIED FRUITS 
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£1,000 RECIPE CONTEST WILL 
, On 7th June, New South Wales Sunday newspapers will .carry the opening announcements of one of 

the easiest to enter competitions ever devised-a £1000 Recipe -contest for Currants, Sultanas, Seeded Raisins 
and Mixed Fruits. 

From then on, the advertisements will begin to appear on a national basis, yielding an eventual reader
ship in approximately 2,000,000 homes (apart from radio listeners and those who see displays in grocers' shops), 
over a period of five weeks. 

Taking into account the repetition of advertisements in different newspapers and magazines, some 
4,500,000 announcements, none of them smaller in area than a page of this journal, will appear~ This is 

strong coverage that will highlight our products 
to the housewife in the home in a way calculated 
to seize her interest. 

FULL PAGE COLOUR ADVERTISEMENTS IN 

"WOMAN'S DAY" WILL ANNOUNCE COMPETITION! 

This reduction of The A.D.F.A. advertisement which will appear in 
four colours in the issue of "Woman's Day" on sale on 9th June 

tells the reader all the simple conditions of entry for the Competition, 

and also presents two tempting recipes, as well as pointing out some 

of the health values of the pt·oduct. It will be accompanied by 
editorial material prepared by "Woman's Day," and sho-uld prove 

a real eye-catcher! 

Page Ten 

Illustrated on this page is an advertisement 
which will appear in full colour in the issue of 
((Woman's Day and Home" on sale 9th June, 
and which will be repeated later. The cover of 
this issue of the nNews" depicts the three-colour 
shbwcard which will appear in retailers' shops to 
announce the competition to their customers. 

Why a Competition? 
The main purpose of the competition is to 

create strong interest in Dried Vine Fruits among 
housewives right at the outset of our advertising 
efforts. To-day there are so many food adver
tisers on the market that our advent amon~~ them 
without some well-timed nsplash" might possibly 
cause our publicity to become submerged befor~ it 
has a proper chance to make itself felt. 

Again, the subject. of the competition-recipes 
-has a very pronounced appeal to nearly every 
woman who keeps house, young or old, newly 
married or long wed. 

The results of the competition will be used in 
every posSible way. For instance, it is planned 
later to issue a high-grade Cookery Book, con
taining the best recipes submitted, the publication 
of which will capitalise on the interest aroused by 
the competition itself. 

Additionally, it is hoped to stage a big judging 
event in Melbourne, which will attract much news
paper publicity, especially if an eminent person
ality presents the prizes on behalf of The A.D.F.A. 

How the Contest is Planned 
In planning our competition, it was necessary 

-to strive for the greatest simplicity (so that 
everyone possible would be able to enter), while 
ensuring that Currants, Sultanas, Seeded Raisins 
and Mixed Fruits become fixed prominently in 
the mind of every entrant. 

The conditions of the- contest follow this ideal, 
for all that the competitor has to do is submit 
any recipe containing Currants, Sultanas or Seedecl 
Raisins (or any combination of them, including 
Mixed Fruits), with her name and address 
attached. . 

Nothing could be simpler. 
The recipe·s submitted will, after going th.rough 

various stages of .preliminary classification, be 
placed before a competent and impartial panel 
of judges, who will base their awards on the 
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HIGHLIGHT ALL VINE FRUITS! 
merits of economy of preparation, palatability, nutrition, thing valuable. We will discover how the consumer uses 
popularity, and so on. Dried Vine Fruits-what sort -of recipes she feels are most 

W . · · ·jj b f d · th C k B k appealing, and whether cakes, puddings, scones, chutneys, tnnlng rec1pes Wl e eature 111 e oo ery oo men-
! • curries, or any of the many other uses of the product are most tioned earlier, as wei as in advertisements in women s maga· 
d widely known and· appreciated. zincs, newspapers, an _ so on. 

The way in which prizes have Peen allocated is designed to Apart from actual recipes, a separate prize of £50 is being 
provide a real inducement tq enter, offered for the best special uses of Currants, Sultanas and 

Seeded Raisins-such as in sandwiches, on breakfast cereals, 
With over £1000 in awards, the competition can be classed in ice cream or in custards, 

as a major one, The first prize is £500, certainly a most 
attractive offer. In fact, the simple main announcement for These special uses, if properly advertised, can attract the 
the competition'runs: "You can win £500 for one simple recipe thouSands of women who are always looking for a ·way to 
containing Currants, Sultanas, Seeded Raisins." That is the "pep up" a familiar dish, or ring the changes in the unending 
story in a nutshell! effort of providing attractive meals for their families. 

The first- prize was intentionally made very outstanding, In many ways it can be said that our campaign is founded 
since nearly everyone who competes for a cash award imagineS on recipes-showing more and better ways in which to use 
that, if successful, they would win the first prize, This is the Dried Vine Fruits. The competition is the spearhead of this 
sum they mentally "spend." And yet there is plenty of policy. 

scope for gaining an award from the r~maining £500. llllilllillllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllillllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 

Big Magazine Tie-up 
The A:D.F.A.'s Recipe Competition will be run in full 

co-operation with the national women's magazine, "Woman's 
Day and Home," who wili feature it editorially and through 
strong press and radio advertising of their own, 

Additionally, "Woman's Day" is making available to The 
A.D.F.A. both the extens~ve poin't-of-sale promotion material 
required (showcards and leaflets) and the complicated facilities 
for handling the big volume of incoming mail. These most 
essential items will relieve The A.D.F.A. of a heavy burden 
of cost, as well as the multitude of staff and organisational 
problems involved, 

Heading the panel of judges will be Mrs. Jean Bowring, 
well-known "Woman's Day" Horne Economist, who has an 
unsurpassed reputation in ~his field. Her long experience 
and wide prestige as one of Australia's leading experts .on 
cookery will enhance the competition very greatly. 

The Trade will Co-operate! 
Adverti~ements and editorial articles in trade publications 

are informing the retailer of the competition and inviting his 
co-operation. I.ndividual approaches have been made to chain 
store organisations and other big groups, and personal contact 
work will also assist in getting the information across. 

Special display cards (as illustrated on the cover) will be 
available, Measuring roughly 10 inches x 12 inches, mounted 
on stiff board and printed in three colours, these display cards 
will be real attention -getters on the retailer's counter, And 
so simple is the competition story that a woman can actually 
see all she wants to kl;loW about entering merely by glancing 
at the showcard. , 

However, to strengthen this approach, special give-away 
leaflets have been designed which present the information in 
slightly fuller detail, and these will be placed on the retailer's 
counter for the customer to pick up and take away. An illus
tration of the leaflet accompanies this article. 

This material will be distributed to retailers, either direct by 
The A.D.F.A. or through the head offices of chain store 
organisations, trade associations b.nd other bodies. 

What We Get Out Of It 

YOU.cANWIN 

f500 

h _, as ~asy as winking' All you do is send o~o or moro 
recipes con<aining Cm-.ants. Sultanas, Seeded Raisins (or 
a~ cnmbiMiion of them, includong Mhed f'ruits) in a 
3Jd. stamped envelope to ""Heallfo."" Bm 1361, Melbourne. 
C. I. with yom name and addre., clearly .tat<d. 
Ynur entry must bear July 27 a.< latest postmark. Ynur 
"'cipe may be one vou have d~veloped yourself. one well 
known in your /a,ily or one ynu"ve discovered dS<'wh~re 
during the course of your conking car•er 

OVER 

£1000 
IN TOTAL 

PRIZES AND AWARDS 

First Prize • • • £500 
Second Prize • • £100 
To <eceive their awards in per· 
snn. ~rst and MC<>nd winntrs. 
with companions. will be Hnwn 
to Melboufn< by T.A.A. Con
vair and accommodated at the 
Hotel Sa\·ny-Pia%a 

Thiril Prize • - • • £25 
Spatial Sull•Jti<lnl Aw•nl • £50 
Aod 1325 in lothor mel'il awud1 ! 

~~~~n ku :h~d lso~r s~~~:i 
Award by suggesting a ;p.cdal 
uoe lor Currants. S11ltanas and 
S<eded Raisins - such as (n 
oandwicheo o,- ite"-crea<n Y<>u 
could win two pri•es~ 

0 0 UP 0 N- For convenienco only! 

! , spGnsored by -

THE AUSTRALIAN DRIED 
FRUITS ASSOCIATION 

with 

WOMAN'S !lAY & HOME 

To "Heali:h", Box 4361, Melbourne 

NAME 

ADDRESS / 

TOWN 

STATE 

Herewith my £500 prize recipe{s) 

W~at, then, will the competition achieve? It will focus llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllilllllllilllllll 
attenuon on Cunan", Sultana, and Seeded Rai,in' in an COUNTER GIVE-AWAY lEAFLET WILL ACCOMPANY 
unusual and exciting fashion; it will provide an excellent send- ARDS IN ILE S' SHOPS 
off for the straight-selling promotion which is dovetailed with SHOWC RET A R 
it; it will make our Cookery Book a more desirable possession 
for the prize recipes which it will contain; and it will create 
special news-interest for our products at a vital time--the 
commencement of our campaign. Also, we will learn some-

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 

This leaflet, which the housewife can take away with her, 
tells her all she needs to know to enter the competition. On 
the other side will be suitable "guide" recipes prepared and 

tested by Jean Bowring. ~ 
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OUR MAIN THEME IS 
There is one simple, proven and unerring way to persuade the housewife to use more of a product with 

which sh<e is already familiar-and _that is to show her how! 
For we are not·launching a new product with our advertising. We are aiming to increase national 

consumption of a product which is already very well known and firmly established. 
Thus .in preparing an advertising theme we must bear in mind the three basic necessities which the 

housewife considers when doing her weekly shopping-how pleasant is this food to eat? how necessary is it 
as part of the diet? and how wlll it fit into the family budget? 

If we can satisfy her' on these points we have achieved our object. 
Thus the main theme of our advertising is: ((How to use the product''-and this can he summed up in 

one word-RECIPES! 

For the housewife, having to pre
pare something like 1000 meals a year, 
has natural! y a never-ending interest 
in new and better ways of doing so. 

She is also concerned With the con
tinuing good health qf her family, 
and is especially solicitous where the 
children are concerned. Currants, 
Sultanas and Seeded Raisins have one 
of the most impressive records of 
health benefits of any food product. 

Thus, if we can point out dearly 
new, simple and inexpensive ways of 
using the product as well as stating 
in understandable terms why the pro
duct is beneficial to diet, we have gone 
a big part of the way to opening the 
purse strings in our favour. 

Again, though- one sometimes hears 
adverse comments about the retail 
price of Dried Vine Fruits, there is 
an economy angle inasmuch as the 
consumer is receiving the equivalent of 
4 lb. Of fresh grapes for every pound 
of Dried FruitS that she purchases. 
This means a big concentration of 
nutritional and flavour values, smce 
only the w~ter content has been t>vap
orated. There is flo reason why this 
interesting fact should not be pointed 
out as the advertising develops. 

We Want to Meet the 
Housewife! 

It is the housewife who decides the 
family menu, does· the cooking, makes 
the overwhelming majority of Aus
tralia's food purchases. She has to 
think of the children's -nourishment, 
the housekeeping budget, the concoc
tion of pleasant dishes. She is the 
person we are approaching. 

And we have a good, sincere story 
to tell. We want the housewife's atten
tion and interest while we tell it. Thus, 
it is best to catch her eye· during her 
leisure moments ... to approach her 
pleasantly in her own home-esp-ecial
ly when we are discussing something 
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THIS FULL-PAGE ADVERTISEMENT WILL APPEAR IN 
"THE AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S WEEKLY" IN JULY 

Dovetailing with our Competition advertising, this full page, four-colour adver

tisement will open our general sales promotiOn campaign with recipes and health 

values as its subject. 
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HOW TO USE IT! 
concerning the (~nerve-centre" of the home-her 
kitchen. 

Bearing this in mind, then, it is clear that the 
publications bought by women and devoted to women's 
interests are the ones that women read most closely. 
That is why the main message which we have to 
tell will be concentrated in national women's maga
zines. 

For where a newspaper is scanned, the women's 
magazine is studied. And · because of the special 
interest and confidence which the reader has in the 
contents of these magazines, advertisements in them 
receive fuller attention, arid are, because Of the better 
printing facilities, able to be presented more attrac
tively. Again, where a newspaper's life is only of a 
day's duration, a magazine's life is at least the week 
of 'its currency. 

How will we advertise in these magazines? We shall 
certainly use some colour, because it allows for really 
attractive presentation, and permits a dish to be shown 
in its most tempting form. · 

But use of colour is expensive, so we will only 
employ a limited amount, and we shall support it 
with black-and-white advertisements which will· keep 
1.i'p the continuity of our message. 

The two national women's magazines which we 
have chosen are ((The Australian Women's Weekly'' 
and ((Woman's Day and Home,H both of which have 
national circulations and strong cookery features. 

These advertisements will be supported by smaller 
newspaper promotion, which will supply that nbuy-it
to-day" impulse which gives the extra impetus that 
clinches the sale. Because presentation of recipes and 
like material is not usually satisfactory over the air, 
our main advertising message will be, as stated, by 
means of the printed word. However, radio will 
provide powerful «reminder" backing for other 
efforts, and so brief, brisk messages will be featured 
in women's sessions. 

We Want Best Value for Money! 
At all times oilr main consideration must be: How 

can we reach the greatest field of sales most effectively 
for our money? · 

To answer this question, we must first look at our 
. national distribution of population and find out 
where the greatest concentrations lie. 

As everyone knows, the capital cities of the Common
wealth, particular! y in the eastern States, contain pro
portionately e!J.Ormous numbers of people. While, 
from the point of view of national economy, the wis
dom of this ((packing" of millions into small areas 
is debatable, from the advertiser's viewpoint it means 
a ready-made market. 

However, we must bear in mind that, though it 
is more dispersed, our country population is still by 
no means inconsiderable. 

That is another reason for choosing women's maga
zines, for their distribution is almost exactly on the 
basis of the comparative distribution of population in 
city and country. 
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In considering. all the various means of advertising, 
we find that, £ for £, it is possible to approach far more 
people in the city areas because they are concen
trated into a comparatively small locality. 

This does not in any way mean that we should 
neglect other spheres, but it .does mean that we should 
spearhead our efforts in those .places where they will 
achieve the largest response. 

Good Public Relations is Vital! 
Broadly speaking, we can obtain any amount of paid 

advertising space in proportion to the size of the 
appropriation we have available for the purpose. 

But in addition to this, we can, because we are 
an Australian Industry, obtain invaluable support 
for our efforts in the editorial pages of magazines and 
newspapers. Progress has already been made to this 
end. 

Personal contact has been established with uThe Aus
tralian Women's Weekly'' (Australia's largest maga
zine, circulation 720,000}, and we can be assured that 
Dried Vine Fruits will receive prominent attention in 
their editorial pages. Realising that Currants, Sultanas 
an4 Seeded RaiSins are Australian primary products of 
real health and other value to the housewife, the Home 
Economy Staff of ((Women's Weekly" is showing the 
greatest interest and co-operation. 

Additionally, our relations with ((Woman's Day and 
Home" are of the most equitable nature, and it is as 
a result of the foundations laid in this respect that 
~(Woman's Day" undertook to sponsor jointly with 
us the national Recipe Contest described in the preced
ing article. 

These principles of co-operation with influel)..tial publi
cations will be pursued wherever. and whenever possible. 
As our efforts expand, similar contacts will he made 
with radio ~tations to ensure that our products receive 
the best attention in cookery and other sessions, as well 
as in features of general interest. An example of the 
co-operation which can be forthcoming in this way is 
sh.own in the recent broadcast by the A.B.C. in Western 
Australia of three eight-minute talks on the production 
and use of D·ried Vine Fruits. 

Our Aim is Continuity 
In planning any advertising campaign, it must be 

recognised that the object of advertising is not only to 
gain new sales, but to hold those sales. Thus 'adver
tising must be continuous or advances made can easily 
be lost, for the memory of the public is short. 

Thus our whole campaign is planned to yield_ the 
maximum continuity. It must be recognised too that 
with the thousands of food products available on 
to-day's market, some of which are indirectly competi
tive to our own, worth-while results cannot be achieved 
over night, but will mount up gradually. 

And so our campaign is planned for long-lasting 
effects, not temporary results. Its object is to promote 
steady continuing increases in sales-which is the only 
prope': way to sell on any market .. 
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RETAILERS WILL HELP 
The attitude of the wholesale and retail trades to The 

A.D.F.A. is one of complete help, friendliness and 
co-operation. In the extensive trade contacts which 
have been made so far, there has been hardly a single 
refusal to assist us in any practical way in the furthering 
of our sales promotion. 

But the retailer is not a mind-reader. Before he can 
give us the point-of-sale backing which we need to tie 
in with our general advertising campaign, he must 
naturally be told what we are doing, when we are doing 
it-and why. There are a number of ways in which 
we can inform him of our activities and ask- for his 
assistance. 

Firstly, we can approach him through his trade 
journal and tell him in our advertisements how the 
campaign is progressing. We can suggest ways in 
which he can tie iJ?. with the campaign by using the 
point~of-s"ale display material (showcards, leaflets, etc.) 
which we will be providing for him. 

This we are doing, and a very wide selection of trade 
journals all over the Commonwealth has been made. 
These will carry direct A.D.F~A- advertising. Addition~ 
ally, we can invite these journals to include editorial 
st?:t;Jes about our campaign which will give their readers 
some of the background tO and purpose of our plans. A 
number of leading and responsible trade journals have 
already published articles sUpplied by us, and others 
have indicated their willingness to do so. 

The retailer appreciates the value to him of increased 
turnover on a good margin product such as we are 
promoting, and is more than happy to listen to what 
we have to tell him. It can be said that nearly every 
trade journal in the Commonwealth is willing to assist 
us in this way. -

On this page is reproduced the first of our trade 
advertisements, which, as can be seen, informs the 
retailers of our national Recipe Contest. In the lower 
right-hand side of the advertisement are shown the 
pieces of display material which he can procure from 
The AD.F.A. free on application. 

The first of this series has .appeared, and encouraging 
responses are already coming in. 

Distribution is Our Problem 

With the thousands of retailers all over the Common~ 
wealth who sell Dried Vine Fruits, our main problem 
is how to achieve an economical and well-placed 
coverage. 

There are a number of channels open to us in this 
respect, but we have to be very careful to ·avoid wastage 
of valuable material through duplication of efforts. 

Firs~ly, our many distributors will help us by passing 
showcards, leaflets and other material to the retailers 
they serve, through their travellers and by other means. 

Secondly, the big multiple grocery store organisations 
in all States have been approached to supper~ our 
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campaign by routing the display material through 
their organisations to their own outlets. Very satis
factory responses are coming in from all parts of the 
Commonwealth. 

And thirdly, grocers' organisations and c.>ther trade 
bodies in v.arious. States are giving us· assistance by sim
plifying our approach to their members in a number 
of ways. 

It would, of course, be impossible to achieve a com~ 
plete coverage of every retailer in the Commonwealth, 
any mote than one could devise an advertising camp~ign 
to cover .every consumer in the Commonwealth. The 
phenomenal cost that such an undertaking would involve 
would, in the long run, make it uneconomical. 

Therefore, in our trade activities, we must atm for 
selective key coverage in all States according to the 
ratio of population. · 

BACK IT FOil ALL YOifR!i: WORTH-IT'S WORTH IT! 

FREE RECIPE CONTEST 
TO OPEN BIG ADVERTISING FOR 

CURRANTS, SULTANAS, SEEDED RAISINS 
AND MiXED FRUITS! 

YOU CAN WIN A PRIZE, TOO! 
The A.D.F.ll.. will make special awards fO the 
f~mily suppliers of the maln prizewinner• in this 
outstanding free contest. Be """' you have 
adequate stocks of eurr4nJG, sulf .. n~s, se~ded 
raisins and nrixod fruils. And when your ens· 

tomers place their weekly orders, renUnd them 
rn include these oun-enriclted flavo•·lte3! 

Day orid Home" 

Over £1.11(1{1 in prins for oimple recll""' con
tainlng <um>nls, suft~l!M, soedod ral•lll• 

~ .. ';'!..~": ~o~~~~ ioT~~;h~;l'e1~~:"'h.~~t.,j 
Australian dried fruits to l•to.ally millio!l3 of 
women. Get your share of inccea'*'d turn• 
over on these good-margin prodncto- nsc 
the display matcri~l , •• tdl your Cll.'lfomera 
hnw nutritious and de)ldous currants, sul
tanas and •ceded raisins ace! 

RETAILERS ARE LEARNING OF OUR COMPETITION 
THROUGH ADVERTISEMENTS Lli<E THIS 

Appearing in s€lected trade journals throughout the Common
wealth, this advertisement, and those that folLow it, teil the 
retailer about our Recipe Contest and ask his cq-operation. 
They're bringing in results. There's a coupon which enables 
him to send for display ma~erial. 
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IF WE ASK THEM! 
Personal Contact Will Aid Drive 

THIS 
In early May the first A.D.F.A Retail Con

tact Operative commenced his duties. His task 
will be to make personal approach to key 
retailers and enlist their wholehearted support 
for The A.D.F.A. advertising campaign. 

BROCHURE 

EXPLAINS F ".:!~!,;'~~:;,!~';!• r~~" n~i!',/';~;,_,i~ F~~j;!~"'':i',1.,!~~i ... i:9":~;r~":! 
THE J-le will be provided with display _material 

which he will pass to the retailer, at the. same 
time explaining how the best use can be made 
of it. 

CAMPAIGN 

d<,.•ot<'ll I<> Cnrl'<llll~, .'ll<llonas, s.,.,ded Raisins ami IIJI~cd Frulis ' 
.,s "''"''" il will nol '""'"'"" hufivid""' I>N>nds or un.._.., ,. .. ih11i 
ct'<H'!I dblribnlm•, ,,. .. .,,.iii<'IUr('r "'"' o•et.,il<>r "'ill (>;..,eftt In 
<'"'""I pn>l">rfi<>n. 

W~~HAT WE AIM T~k~~nyT~h~~~d':~,iB~r~~'C"~~~~~~~no:.:.: antes 

This Contact Operative 'Yill also be supplied 
with a special. sales book, ·Setting out clearly 
and colourfully the purpose of our campaign, 
so that he will be able, with ample visual aid, 
to explain in simple terms to the retailer· how 
The.A.D.F.A. advertising will work and how 
it will help the individual grocer by increasing 
sales-and therefore turnover. Following the 
basis of concentrating on larger areas of popu~ 
lation, this man will be operating in Melbourne 
-though he will also be available for work 
in Adelaide' at a later date. 

Four pages of dear

ly set out he~dings, 

with brief explan~
tions, give a coridse 

idea of our plans. 

The brochure tells 

the ttade - and 

!o !he conouming public. Wo <ilin to do tbio by m~ans 
of a oltn!'le. oincero and oUAt<tlned npp1oacb to houoe• 

_ ""': ' _ _ wives throughout the Commonweulth. Tho can>paign is 
deoi<jlled to oel! and keep ool!ingl 

EV~E~~~O?E~~/,CONCE:.~ .. ~~e :!~r~i•l~:~b:~I•Tth: :o~oumer th& honeli!A of 
Cu<Tanlo, Sultanao. Seoded Haiolno and MU.od Frulbo. 
nil connected will> Pl•duclion nnd oaleo ol Dried Vlno 
Fruito wUI benelit-<powor. packo,, dio!ributor. manu• 
lactu,or, po•l<Ycook nnd grocor <1likel 

DISTRIBUTE Oil SI!LL~ 

J\D,F.J!.. ndvorlioing calls for doao oo-opcrQIIon wllk aU 
sooHono of the diotribuling, manufaclurlag and rolaiU~ 
!<ade.. Conodouo ol friendly relationo with all wbo 
ha.,dlo Dried Fr~lts, The AD.F.JI, will not kool!ato lo 
••~k you< help and c<,.operalion, 

others interested-

how the advertising 

is planned - and 

why. It seeks -~heir 

co-operation, too. 

A.D.F.A. advertioing will aim lo ohow lho hoUA•wll• 
(lhro~gh rocipeo) many n.,w, oconomical, endy wayo 10 
uoe Curranlo. Sultana•. Seedod l!ololno aad Mixed Ftutu.: 
ll wlll nlm lo demonotralo Ike impreooive ho<lllk·valueo 
of lhe pro-duct in slmplo lonno: it will aim lo obow lhat 
lho high concontratloa of nouriohm•ut in Drie<l Fruit• 
really r<>P<eoenlo huyinq eco omy. In due time, the appo'intment of a second 

operative for Sydney will take place, and he 
also will be responsible for certain work in 
Queensland. 

From_ here, after gauging the effects of the 
work of ihese two men, it will be possible to plan other 
personal contact developments. 

Trade Needs Public Relations, Too! 

As already remarked, our first job is to tell the trade 
what we are doing. Accompanying this article is a 
reproduction of the front page of a special brochure 
which is being circulated to distributors, wholesalers, 
selected retailers and others, explaining clearly the 
purpose and o·bjects of our advertising. 

Additionally, a$ mentioned, the edito-rial support 
we have received and will receive in trade journals in 
all States gives the retailer fti.rther information, which, 
in turn, yields dividends for us in increased co-operation. 

Another example of the public relations work which 
we are undertaking is a special approach being made 
to the pastrycooks' trade to encourage the smaller 
pastrycook to use more Dried Vine Fruits in his pro~ 
ducts. This direct mail contact will, of course, be 
supported by advertising in sUitable journals . • 

As with every other approach which we are making 
to the trade, ou!,' arguments are founded upon- straight 
business factors. It is' of little avail appealirtg to a 
retailer-or, for that matter, to any other user-on 
any other grounds. 
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It must be constantly borne in mind that the grocer 

or pastrycook is in business to make a reasonable living 

for himself, and th~t his primary interest will lie in 

information which will enable him to increase his 

eventual income. 

So, when speaking to the pastrycook, our task is to 

point out the merits of his line containing Dried Fruits 

as a profit·making proposition. 

.. And while in every way informing the tr~ade about 
our advertising proposals, we must chiefly point out 
that the campaign can only yield benefits by increasing 
turnover, and therefore profit. The more strongly 
they co·operate the more opportunity to increase turn~ 

over they will receive. 

Finally, it should be emphasised that all phases of 
The A.D.F.A. campaign at whatever stage it- has 
reached, a~e closely tied to the marketing policy of the 
Industry. Unless sales proni-otion takes into account 
all trends and developments arising from the marketing 
position, it cannot succeed. But the proper combination 
of Consumer advertising, trade promotion and Industry 
information will most certainly put us on the right road 
{or our obje~tive-which is more sales. 
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ECONOMICS OF DEHYDRATING VINE FRUITS 
By L. White (Bureau of Agricultural Economics) and T. T. Colquhoun (War Service Land Settlement). 

(Reprinted from the "Quarterly Review of Agricultural Economics," January, 1953.) 

From early historical times grapes have been dried in the sun to make Currants and Raisins, and this was the 
method adopted when the industry was established in Australia on a commercial scale in 1887. All except a few 
hundred tons of the crop, which has been as 'much as 100,000 tons, is still sun-dried on racks, but a series of years 
in which losses have been heavy because of poor ·drying weather has caused many to ask whether the drying could 
not be done in central dehydrators (1) in an effort to reduce this loss. 

The seriousness of the loss from unfavourable weather 
is illustrated by the fact that the Murrumbidgee Irrigation 
Area in New South Wales now produces only a few tons 
of Dried Vine Fruits, mainly because losses during the 
drying season made the industry too hazardous, although 
the settlement was established in the expectation that it 
would be oile of Australia's main producing areas. In 
this settlement it was possible to substitute wine produc
tion for fruit drying, as many dual-purpose grapes were 
grown, but it would -not be practicable to establish a 
winery in many other areas in which losses have also been 
heavy. 

Small dehydrators have been built in most packing 
sheds to complete the drying of fruits which have failed 
to dry completely in the sun because of humid weather, 
but these are not used for complete drying. Dehydrators 
io dry the fruit completely have not been used in estab
lished Vine Fruit areas, partly because each vineyard has 
a large investment in drying racks, which would be lost 
if sun-drying were abandoned, and partly because it 
was not known whether an acceptable product co'uld be 
made by dehydration, or whether the cost would be com
parable with that of sun-drying. During 1951 a large 
number of new vineyards came into production, and it 
was decided to reconsider the possibilities of dehydration. 

Experiment with Dehydration 
The Commonwealth Research Station _at Merbein, Vic

toria· agreed to dehydrate about 30 tons of grapes to 
determine whether an acceptable product could be made 
by this means, and to obtain information from which 
estimates of eosts might be _made. It is not intended to 
deal here with the physical results of the- trial, except 
to say that it prOved possible to dehydrate Sultanas and 
Lexias, the product being darker than comparable sun
dried fruit, a11.d only slightly inferior in quality. The 
darkness of the colour is a disadvantage in the British 
mi.trket, so that it may be necessary to sulphur the fruit 
to lighten the colour, and this may raise some difficulties. 
APout the same quantity of Sultanas was obtained from 
a ton ·of fresh fruit by dehydrating as by sun-Grying. 

ComParison of Costs 
Grapes to be dehydrated are handled, until after har

vesting, in the same way as those to be sun-dried, so that 
a comparison of costs may begin at this point. The rela
tive· costs of the two methods of drying, from the stage 
of carting from the vineyards, are shown in Table No. 1: 

Table No. !.-COST OF DRYING VINE FRUITS 

Per ton of Dried Fruit, 1951 
Season 

Dehydration Sun-drying 

Cartage .. £1 17 6 £0 10 0 
Labour .. .. . . 5 2 0 10 8 0 
Materials . . .. 14 2 0 1 0 0 
Repairs 1 0 0 1 0 0 
Depreciation -.. 9 0' 6 4 0 0 
·Interest on Capital .. 7 16 0 2 4 0 

Total .. £38 18 0 £19 2 0 
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Dehydration Costs 

Grapes for dehydration are carted fresh to a central 
shed for drying, and are then sent to an adjacent packing 
shed, whereas sun-dried fruit is dried on the vineyard 
and sent in a dried state to the packing shed. As fresh 
grapes weigh about four times as much as the same 
grapes when dry, the difference in cartage costs is 
considerable. 

In dehydration, labour is used in unloading, dipping 
and spreading fruit on trays, loading the trays in tunnels 
and unloading them, shaking the finished product from 
the trays, and placing it in the bins, from where it is 
taken for stemming, cleaning and grading. An engine 
driver is required for the generating plant which supplies 
steam or heat for the drying tunnels. Some of the 
operations may be mechanised, hut any saving on the 
£5/2/- per tOn estimated cost would not be significant. 

The most costly single item in dehydration is fuel 
oil, which costs about £8/10/- per ton of fruit dried. 
There is insufficient wood in dried-fruit areas to supply 
the fuel needed for even a part of the crop, and fuel oil 
is the most convenient and the cheapest source of heating 
available. Fuel oil may be used for raising steam to' 
heat the tunnels, which gives a low thermal efficiency, or 
it may be burned directly in the tunnels, which is 
economical, but may leave an oil. taint in the fruit if 
combustion is incomplete. The cost of £8/10/- is the 
estimate for direct heating under commercial conditions, 
Other items included under "materials" are power, dip
ping and lubricating oils, and there is small scope for a 
reduction in the cost of these. 

The CQsts of depreciation and interest on capital 
invested in dehydration plant were £16/16/6 per ton, 
about 80% of the total cost of sun-drying, and are the 
items that would make the method excessively expensive 
under present conditions. The fundamental problem is 
that the drying season lasts a maximum of ten weeks, 
and overhead costs must be spread over production ill 
this short period. In a ten weeks' season each dehy
drating tunnel would produce about 34 tons of dried 
fruit, so that 29 tunnels would be needed to produce 1000 
tons of fruit. The cost of the tunnels and the necessary 
equipment for drying 1000 tons per season was as follows 
in 1951: 

Buildings ......... . 
Tunnels and Generators .. 
Trays ......... , .. 
Trucks, etc. . . . . . , .. 

Total . . . . . . . . . . 

£32,000 
103,000 

22,000 
17,000 

£174,000 

Depreciation at the rate allowable for income tax pur
poses·would Cost £7/9/- per ton of fruit produced, and 
interest on capital at 4~o/o, £9/0/6_, Not only is the cost 
per ton very heavy, but the _initial inv-estment would also 
be large-, as a small settlement producing about 6000 
tons a year would need to raise £1,000,000. 

(1} Fruit is said to be .dehydrated when it is dried in heater 
tunnels, and .sun-dried when it is dried on racks withOut the ilid 'of 
artificial heat, 
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The season could be made to last ten weeks only if 
approximately equal quantities of Sultanas and Lexias 
were grown. Where Sultanas alone are grown the 
season would not last more than five or six weeks, and 
overhead costs per ton would become heavier. In dis
tricts where' tTee fruits and vegetables are grown on a 
large scale,, it would be possible to use the equipment 
for these, but there is little demand for dehydrated vege
tables, except for defence purposes, and there is only 
a small amount of tree fruit available for drying where 
Sultanas and Lexias are grown. 

Cos~s of SunDdrying 

The technique of sun-drying has evolved ov-er a long 
period, and it is improbable that extensive changes in 
the present methods will be made. The fruit is dipped in 
oil to hasten drying, spread on netting wire to dry, 
shaken from the racks to hessian placed underneath, and 
bleached on sheets spread on the ground. It is then 
loaded and sent to a packing shed. The- main improve:.. 
ment in recent years has been the development of fast
drying dipping oils. This has reduced the risk of damage 
from humid weather, which has been further lessened by. 
sprays, which control mould, both cheaply and fairly 
effectively. A further improvement has been the develop
ment of a dip which has increased the life of hessian, and 
thus reduced its cost. The total cost of sun-drying· 
equipment fo1· 1000 tons of Sultanas (produced on 40 
farms) would be; 

Racks ....... -.... . 
Dips ............. . 
Hessian and Sisalkraft . . . . . . 

Comparison of Capital Costs 

£40,000 
4,000 
4,000 

48,000 

The figures show that th~ capital cost of the plant 
and equipment for dehydration is about three and a half 
times that for sun-drying. Interest and depreciation on 
this equipment must be charged against a very short 
season, leaving the investment idle for the greater part 
of the year. In addition, the cost of fuel oil is heavy, 
and is not counterbalanced by savings on other items. 

Advantages of Dehydration 

It has been suggested that dehydration ·may have some 
indirect advantages which offset the high costs. Possible 
advantages include reduced risk from weather, somewhat 
higher yield of dried fruit per ton of grapes dried, more 
even and cleaner products, and saving- in the use of 
sweat boxes. 

The risk from weather deperids larg-ely on the size of 
the plant histalled, as this would determine the length 
of the season. With a ten weeks' dehydrating season, 
weather hazards would be at least as great as with sun
drying-. The Cl'Op would be on the vines for a longer 
period than with sun-drying, and a great part of the 
damage from humid weat-her usually occurs to fruit on 
the vines. Mould may _develop on fruit on sun-drying 
racks, but it can be controlled by s:Pi·aying, and the deve
lopment of fast-drying dipping_ oils is making it less 
important. Losses could -be reduced- by having sufficient 
dehydrators to dry the crop in a few weeks, but this 
would involve excessive capital costs and uneconomically 
heavy _annual_ charges for interest and depreciation. In 
illly case, ·the chief risk of· damage from weather _is_ in 
F.ehruary, when mQst o'f the crop would still ,be on the 
Vl.il~S. 

· Th~·r_e::haV-e beell ·Some_ disastrous ~years,_ such ·as 19.fi-O; 
when sun-:-drying was very _difficult, and- dehydrators 
wcmld have had an advantag-e in those Years. - HoWever, 
tl;i.ese seasons do_ not come sufficientJy often to justify_ the 
increase--in the cost of· dehydration, ambunting .. fo almost 
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20% of the total cost of producing and ml1,rketing Sul
tanas. Dehydration would be payable only in those 
districts in which the equivalent of a total crop is lost 
on the average once in six years, provided the whole of 
this loss could be saved by dehydration. Losses of this 
order occur in some districts, but they would be reduced 
only slig-htly, if at all, by dehydration, as heavy damage 
wOuld still be caused to grapes on the vines awaiting 
harvesting. 

It is probable that a slightly greater quantity of Sul
hinaS could be produced from a ton of fresh grapes by 
dehydration than by sun-Orying, but the trial showed 
that the difference would be small under comparable con
ditions. The dehydrated product is even and clean, but 
the q1,1ality is nbt superior to that of sun-dried fruit. With 
dehydration, fewer sweat boxes are required. 

There are some further indirect benefits of dehydration 
that add to its appeal in time of labour shortage. Labour 
is easier to attraCt to -towns, where dehydrators are situ
ated, than_ to individual-vineyards; farmers would not be 
required to build employees' accommodation, and farmers' 
wives would be relieved of the task of cooking for a 
large number of temporary employees. However, in 
times of falling prices, these advantages would not 
outweigh the higher costs. 

It has been suggested that those packing- sheds which 
have dehydrating tunnels should increase their capacity, 
using them to complete the drying of the bulk of -the 
crop in poor drying- seasons, and for complete dehydra
tion in bad seasons. The capital cost of the tunnels 
might then be regarded as a form of insurance against 
bad seasons. However useful dehydrators might be in 
poor seasons, it would not pay to use them for complete 
drying in good s'easons, as running costs (omitting depre
ciation and interest) are greater than the total cost of 
sun-drying-, including depreciation and interest. c More
over, as one tunnel will handle only about four tons of 
fruit per week, a large number woUld be required to 
handle the Australian crop. 

Conclusions 

Under present conditions, bulk dehYdration of grapes 
would add almost 20% to the cost of producing and 
marketing Sultanas. The prime weakness of the method 
is the large capital outlay required for equipment that 
would be used for only a short period each year. Over-, 
head cOsts per ton would be reduced considerably if it 
were possible to use the plant for the greater part of 
the year, instead of for a few weeks, but there are no 
districts in which this would be practicable at present. 
The quality of dehydrated fruit would be no better than 
that of sun-dried fruit produced under g_ood conditions, 
but may be better when drying weather is poor. However, 
the risk of loss of fruit ori the vines would be greater 
with_ dehydration. 

There are some indirect' advantages of dehydration 
which would be important mainly in times of labour 
shortage, but they would not compensate for increased 
eosts. 

It appears that bulk dehydration will be used only in 
the production of semi-luxury goods, such as· muscat~ls. 

Bulle dehydration, however, is not the only method 
pqssible, as -it is_ possible _to adapt sun-drying racks by 
fitting curtains to ·make them sufficiently airtight to permit 
-the circulation of -hot air without undue loss of heat. 
This method -would 'allow the racks to be used for sun
drying durhig · ordinary Seasons, and for dehydration 
when seaSoti's. are- poor.. Th-e technical and ecoriomic 
aspects have- riot yet been fully investig'ated, but it is_- in 
this method rather. than in bulk dehydration that the 
:paeans may be develo"ped of oVercoming the hazard -of 
wet weather· during the drying season. 
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DEHYDRATION OF PEACHES AND APRICOTS 
The December, 1950, issue of C.S.I.R.O. "FoOd Preser

vation Quarterly" published an informative report issued 
by the Dried Fruits Processing Committee based on the 
work of Messrs. D. McBean and J. Shipton at the 
C.S.I.R.O. Division of Food Preservation and Transpoi'4 
Homebush, N.S.W., -and is of particular interest to pro
ducers of Dried Fruits at this time. The report says 
that dehydration of fruit has been investig-ated by 
C.S.I.R.O. over a period of five years, and techniques 
have been developed which give a product superior to 
t_h~ conventional sun-dried article. 

Apricots, 

Raw Material.-Considel·able care must be exercised 
in the selection of the fresh fruit if a choice product is 
to be obtained, The two most important considerations 
are variety and maturitY. No varietal trials have been 
car:fied out, but it is known that Moorpark, Royal, 
Trevatt and Tilton varieties all give satisfactory results. 
The fruit should be picked as near tree-ripe as possible 
io ensure maximum flavour and colour. In dehydrating 
apricots colour is most important, since_ there is no 
opportunity for colour development during processing 
such as occurs in the longer sun-drying. Consequently, 
any green colours in the skin persists, and results in a 
drysample, which is not as attractive to the trade as 
the rich orange-red of the choice sun-dried apricot. It 
should be emphasised, however, that this is only an 
apparent defect, since, on cooking, the dehydrated apri
cot reconstitutes to a colour indistinguishable from 
cooked fresh apricot, whereas the sun-dried sample 
remains distinctly different. 

Where posSible, the raw material should be processed 
immediately after harvesting. If it is necessary to hold 
the fruit for more than one or two days, cold storage is 
desirable. 

Preparation of the Fruit.-Where fruit is variable in 
size, grading is advisable to ensure uniform behaviour 
during processing. The fruit is then halved, pitted and 
spread on wooden trays in precisely the same way as 
practised in sun-drying. A tray loading of 1.5 lb. per 
sq. ft. ,is recommended. Some-thought needs to be given 
to the timber from which the trays are constrUcted, 
since some of the timbers are prone to taint the fruit, 
or discolour it, whilst others tend to twist very badly 
under alternate ·wetting and drying. Of a range of tim
bers tested hemlock was found most suitable. 

Blanching.-In the United States investigators such 
as Mrak, et al. (1943) have recommended the blanching 
of tree fruits prior to dehydration. In experiments car
ried out here, blanching has produced only one marked 
effect, viz., it largely removes the air from the tissue 
and results in a translucent dried product somewhat 
1;-eminiscent of sun-dried fruit. Th.e unblanched fruit, 
on the other hand, iS opaque, and retains the natural 
colour of the fresh fruit. There is no other detectable 
difference. Storage life ·is sjmilar, and when cooked 
blanched and unblanched samples· cannot be differen
tiated. The desirability of blanching thus depends. on 
whether the translucent appearance of the blanched 
material has greater sales value than the natural appear
ance of the unblanched. It is suggested this is unlikely, 
and, therefore, we do not regard blanching ~s necessary. 

Sulphuring.-The presence of sulphur dioxide in dried 
fruit is essential to ensure satisfactory colour and keep
ing. quality. Sulphuring is normally carried out by expos
ing the fruit to sulphur dioxide gas produced by burning 
sulphur in a sulphur house. With vegetables, however, 
sulphur dioxide is introduced by dipping the prepared 

:~material into a solution of sodium sulphite. The time 
required is only ten seconds, compared with the _several 
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hours in the normal sulphuring procedure with fruit. 
In view of this, attempts were made to use a· dipping 
method with fruit. No difficulty was experienced in 
achieving the necessary level t?f sulphm: dioxide,_ but the 
procedure was discarded, since dipping usually produced 
an objectionable flavour in the dried fruit. 

Consequently, the conventional procedure of treating 
the fruit with fumes from burning sulphur is recom
mended, No sulphuring time can be suggested, since 
this is dependent on the type of sulphuring equipment 
and,the niethod of burning the sulphur. The treatment 
should be continued for a time sufficient to give 2500 
p.p.m. sulphur dioxide in the dried fruit. 

Dehydration.-The most important factors to be con
sidered are the dehydrater, drying temperature, and the 
drying. time. 

(a) The Dehydrater. The type of dryer required will 
depend on the desired output. For large quantities, the 
two-stage tunriels such as were used in this country for 
vegetable dehydration during the war would be suitable. 
Operating one shift daily, the capacity of the one tunnel 

' would be approximately five tons of fresh fruit. For 
·smaller scale production the single-stage counterflow 
tunnel commonly used for prunes would suffice. The 
essential consideration is that the machine which is used 
should be designed to ensure uniform air-flow and tem
perature distribution throughout the drying chamber. 

(b) Drying Temperature. In the case of the single
stage counterflow tunnel the temperature of the air at 
the inlet end is limited by the susceptibility of the driest 
material to heat damage. For this reason a temperature 
of 150° F. at the air inlet, that is, the dry end of the 
tunnel, is regarded as the safe maximum. In the two
stage tunnels higher inlet temperatures are permissible 
in the primary section. 

(c) Drying Time. It is not possible to specify drying 
times beyond saying that they will be such as will give 
a final moisture content of 18 per cent. The drying time 
will be shorter in the two-stage than in the single-stage 
counterflow tunnel. A moisture content of 18 per cent. 
is low enough to prevent mould development, and since 
keeping quality is not significantly improved by lowering 
the moisture content, there is no advantage to be gaineQ
by reducing it below 18 per ~ent. 

Post-Drying Treatment. Dehydrated fruit of 18 per 
cent. moisture content will tend to dry out further during 
storage under most Australian conditions. Since this 
could mean ~n appreciable loss in weight, it is desirable 
to pack the material in moisture-vapour-proof containers 
or wrappers. Such wrappers could. be employed with 
one pound packages, which would then be suitable for 
direct retailing. Such a method has much to commend 
it in comparison to the present practice of packing loose 
in boxes and retailing in the loose condition. 

Peaches. 

The procedure adopted with peaches is essentially 
similar to that outlined for apricots, with a few impor
tant modifications. 

Raw MateriaL-Both freestone and clingstone peaches. 
have been successfully dehydrated. Freestone varieties 
which have proved satisfactory are J. H. Hale (Million 
Dollar) and Blacl\:burn Elberta, whilst among the cling
stone types Golden Queen, Pullar and Phillips have been 
used successfully. Other varieties which have not been 
tested might also be amenable to dehydration. 

As ·-with apricots, maturity must be carefully con
trolled, and is probably the most important single factor 
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contributing to the quality of the dried product. All 
fruit should be firm and fully ripe and, particularly in 
the case pf freestone peaches, processed without any 
delay after harvesting. 

Preparation of the Fruit.-If the· fruit is to be pro
cessed in halves, size grading is desirable, but is unneces
sary for sliced peaches. 

Provided freestone peaches are fully mature, a short 
exposure of about one minute to live steam will loosen 
the skin to enable it to be readily removed. With cling
stone peaches the conventional lye peeling (about one 
minute in boiling two per cent. caustic soda) followed 
by high pressure water washing is the only economic 
method. 

Normally pitting, whether by hand or machine, is 
carried out prior to peeling. In the case of immature 
freestone peaches, in which the skins are not readily 
removable by steam peeling and resort must be made 
to lye, it is advisable to lye peel before halving and 
pitting, since the stone cavity is liable to be badly dis
coloured by caustic soda. 

After the peeling and pitting is completed, the fruit 
should be subdivided into sixths (comparable to the 
slices used in canning), where the material is to be dried 
as slices. 

In sun-drying the fruit is normally unpeeled and 
dried as 'halves. The removal of the skin results in a 
much more attractive product which, when cooked, is 
devoid of the unpleasant texture caused by the presence 
of the skins. In additio_n, peeling greatly reduces the 
drying time required to reach comparable moisture 
contents. Dehydrated halved peaches a1·e considerably 
better than the sun-dried article, but are considered 
inferior to dehydrated sliced peaches. The drying time 
for the latter is· only 30 per cent. of that required for 
halves (comparative figures would be four hours for 
slices and fourteen hours_ for halves), and in addition 
these slices reconstitute very rapidly. Whereas the 
halves need soaking for sorrie hours to reconstitute 
properly, the slices can be completely prepared by simply 
boiling in water for 20 to 30 minutes. 

The recommended procedure is, then, to pit, peel and 
subdivide into sixths. The tray loading is 2 lb. and 1 

lb. per sq. ft. for halves and slices respectively. Whilst 
the tray loading with slices is lower, the potential output 
is still much greater than with halves. 

Blanching, Sulphuring and Dehydration.-The pro
cedures and comments concerning apricots apply equally 
well to peaches. ' 

Discussion. 

In assessing the merits of dehydration as a method 
of preserving apricots and peaches, it is interesting to 
compare the process with sun-drying and canning. In 
such a comparison two points need consideration, namely 
quality and economy. 

In relation to sun-dTied fruit, there is little doubt 
that the quality of dehydrated fruit is markedly superior. 
The only point on which any real contention- could exist 
would be in respect of the colour of dehydrated apricots. 
This, as- mentioned previously, is an apparent rather 
than a real defect. Economically the process compares 
favourably. White (1950) estimates that dehyd1·ated 
fruit.would cost 1~d. per pound more to produce than 
sun-dried fTuit. With the quality difference so markedly 
in its favour, however, it can be said that the dehydrated 
fruit would retail at a highly competitive price. 

When the lbsses which periodically occur in the sun
dried fruit industry, due to unsuitable Weather condi
tions, ire taken into account, it is considered that the 
production of dehydrated fruit is an economically sound 
proposition. 

In comparing the process with canning, in general a 
slight quality margin may exist for canned fruit. How
ever, when one examines the relative cost of each on the 
basis of price per pound as prepared for eating, that 
is after the dehydrated mate1·ial has been reconstituted 
and cooked, there is a considerable difference in favour 
of the dehydrated material. White (1950) estimates 
the cost on this basis as 6d. ana 11!d. per pound for 
dehydrated and canl).ed fruit respectively. 
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COVER CROPS FOR 
BAROSSA VALLEY ORCHARDS AND VINEYARDS 

By M. R. Till, B.Ag.Sc., Horticultural Research Officer. 
(Reprinted from the Journal of the Department of Agriculture of South Australia, January, 1953.) 

During recent years ~over crop trials have been carried out at the Nuriootpa Viticultural Station. While this 
article refers particularly to the Barossa Valley, the results of -the experiments will prove informative to Dried 

Fruits growers. 

The -·Necessity for Cover Crops 
Most soils in the Barossa Valley were fertile in their 

virgin state, but since the planting of orchards and vine
yards they have been subjected to an almost ceaseless 
drain on their original fertility. 

One of the most "important components of the virginal 
fertility is the soil organic matter or humus, which is 
unfortunately one of the most easily lost. "With the loss 
of organic matter the soil packs down after rainfall, and 
run-off is more frequent. The danger of erosion is 
thereby increased. Also, plant nutrients in the soil 
become less available to the plants when soil organic 
matter is low. 

In the native state the humus content of the soil was 
maintained by the natural returl). of native grasses, leaves 
and shrubs to the soil. This Can be imitated, and the 
original fertility to a limited extent regained, by turning 
cover crops into the soil. 

Planning for Cover Crops 
Three things are necessary to g-row cover crops. These 

are knowledge, time and money. Growing cover crops 
is a long term investment, for which there are no short 
cuts and no spectacular results. As planting time invari
ably falls during grape harvest, it is necessary to con
sider next year's crop and the one after that while ·you 
are taking off this year's. This is often difficult. However, 
to be successful, cover crops must be considere·d a neces
sity, and therefore the necessary time _and money must 
be allotted to it automatically. 

Considerable patience' and practice are required for 
success. Each grower will gradually find the way to 
get best results, and this method may be different from 
his neighbour's, as each property has its own peculiarities. 
The results of experiments are therefore suggestions for. 
trial rather _than conditions for success. 

Cereals and Peas Give Best Results 

Cereals (rye, oats and barley) and peas are most likely 
to be successful. The relative yields of all the varieties 
tested will be found in the Appendix. 

"Volunteers," or naturBJly growing weeds are often 
relied upon without much success. Unless these volun
teers include a high percentage of medics their quality 
will be low as compared with sown cover crops. This is 
shown by the analyses below. A good growth of medics 
or clovers will be as much or more value as a- sown cover 
crop, and is far cheaper, but experience at the Nuriootpa 
Vitacultural Station has shown that medics are difficult 
to establish. 

Percentage Composition of Cover Crop Plant;· 

Variety Water 
Dry 

Matter Ash -Niti·ogen 

% % % % 
Oats . . . . . . 76.0 23.2 1.8 0.29 . 
Barley .. .. .. .. 79.0 21:0 1.8 0.42 
Rye .. .. . . .. 77.0 23.0 1.7 0.46 
Peas .......... 80.0 20.0 1.8 0.58 
Subterranean Clover 70.0 30.0 2.5 0.77 
Cape Weed .. .. .. 93.2 6.8 1.2 (}.18 
Soursob .. " . . . . 91.8 8.2 
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Cereals.-Rye, oats and barley will,give similar yields 
of green material, while they are small and if, because 
of the season, growth is retai·ded. Rye will g·ive the best 
yields of the three on poor ground, and is the best variety 
io use when commencing to grow cover crops. When 
seasonal conditions have been good for the growth of 
cover crOps, and soil is reasonably fertile, barley and- oats 
will give higher yields, because at maturity they contain 
more leaf and are not as spindly an-d coarse as rye. A 
well-grown crop of rye is often difficult to turn under, 
whereas barley and oats are easier, and they also 
decompose more rapidly.-

Varieties used in trials ·have been Cape barley and 
Fulghum oats. Greenough, a new vaTiety of barley, has 
been tested recently, and shows promise because it 
matures several weeks earlier than Cape. However, 
their relative yields by the time of t'urning u'nder have 
been similar. 

The seeding rate for cereals is 1! bush. per acre. 
Peas.-Peas are notorious for their variability in 

growth from year to year, but in a good year they will 
outyield cereals. They have the advantage of requiring 
no nitrogenous manures for growth, but they produce 
material high in nitrogen, because, like all legumes, they 
are capable of fixing nitrogen from .the air. On the 
lighter soils, where red-legged earth mite is a problem, 
however, they can ·rarely be grown successfully. 

Of the three varieties which have been tested, White 
Brunswick and Collegian have given lower yields than 
Early Dun. Dun peas are superior mainly because they 
mature late and are therefore growing until the time 
of turning under. 

The seeding rate for peas is 1 ~ bushels per acre. 
Mixtures.-Peas are mixed with cereals in case of 

failure of either one due to seasonal conditions, and also 
because the yield of the mixture has often been greater 
than either the peas Ol' the cereal alone. For these reasons 
the sowing of mixtures has much to recommend it. 

The usual seedirlg rate has been 1 bushel of cereal 
with ! bushel of peas per acre. 

Reliability and relative yields of other varieties tested· 
can be gauged from results given in the Appendix. 

Early Sowing Essential 

One of the niost important lessons from the trials is 
that cover crops must be planted early. The importance 
of this is demo:llstrated by the following- results:

Green Matter Produced (cwts. per acre). 

Year 1948 1951 1952 

Time of 20th 17th 4th 16th 16th 21st 
Planting APril May April May April May 
Rye and Peas. 236 Nil 232 32* 
Greenough 

Barley .. 35 11* 

':'Difference significant at P = .01. 

The difference between eady and late plantings means 
the difference between a cover crop and no cover crop: 
This difference is greater than that between varieties, 
and its importance- cannot be stressed too-much. 

April is definitely the month for planting cover crops~ 
and although they may be planted earlier if irrigations 

AUSTRALIAN DRIED FRUITS NEWS 



---------,---------------------------

are possible, any later is too late. The aim is to plant 
them either just before or at the beginning of the winter 
rainfall season. When the season breaks late, cover crops 
ai-e often disappointing, and even early planting will not 
help them. 

Broadcast Seeding Preferable to Drilling 
Experimental plots, because of their small size, were 

planted by broadcasting the seed and manure and cover
ing by harrowing. Drilling· is much faster and places 
the manure close to the seed, but may place the seed too 
deeply. Shallow placement of seed is one advantage of 
broadcasting when the seeding is late and rainfall is 
assured. 

The results tabulated below of a small trial carried out 
in 1948 show a superiority of broadcasting and harrowing 
over drilling. 

Green Matter Produced (cwts. per acre). 

-::~-:--:--
Method of Broidcast 

Seeding Harrowed 

Rye and Peas . . 63 
Barley . . . . . . 21 

Broadcast 

35 
10 

Drilled 

27 
14 

With small seeds, e.g., clover, medics and mustard, 
shallow seeding by broadcasting is essential to success. 

Fertilisers 
The cost of fertilisers for cover crops makes up about 

two thirds of the total cost of the whole operation. Good 
seed and careful sowing are necessary to justify this 
expenditure. 

The ~asic fertiliser for all varieties is superphosphate, 
of which up to 2 cwt. per acre are required. Cereals and 
mixtures only need, in addition, a nitrogenous manure, 
e.g., sulphate of ammonia. The mixtures require about 
~ cwt. per acre, and the cereals alone, 1 cwt. per acre. 
Trial plots have had these maximum :imounts. 

The response to manures of various varieties is illus
trated by the following- figures. They indicate the need 
for both superphosphate and a nitrogenous fertiliser for 
cereals and mixtures. 

Green Matter Produced (cwts. per acre). 

Year Variety Nil 

1945 Rye.. . . 68 
1947 Barley.. 23 
1948 Peas . . 5 
1949 Barley. . 5 
1950 I{ye and Peas 15 

1 cwt. 
per Acre 
Sulphate 

of Am-
mania 

62 
29 

4 
4 

22 

2 cwt. 
per Acre 
45 per· 
cent. 

Super-
phosphate 

81 
55 

8 
7 

25 

Turning In the Cover Crop 

Super. 
and 
Am-

mania 

96 
69 
13 
16 
46 

For the sake of the trees and vines, the crop must be 
turned under and the soil settled down before spring 
frosts become a danger. If the cover crops are turned 
under in time for this, they will begin to decompose and 
r-elease nutrients for the trees and vines as they begin 
to shoot in spring. The need to conserve the winter 
rainfall for the summer use of the plants also makes it 
necessary to turn in the cover crops early. These objec
tives can be attained if the crops are turned in during 
August. 

Although the manurial value of covel-· crOp plants varies 
with their stage of growth, we cannot consider this when 
deciding the lime to t~rn in the· cover crop. Because it 
is the trees and vines which ;;tre important, their require
ments,_ as indicated above, must be considered first. 
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Unfortunately, cover crops have to be turned under 
when they begin growing in spring after having been 
almost dormant during the winter. -For this reasOn early 
planting has been stressed as one way of increasing the 
length of the growing season. 

It is better to leave the crops as long as· possible, as 
although the percentage of nitrogen in the plants falls 
towards maturity, the total amounts of the important 
nutrients increase so long as the plants are growing. The 
best that can be done is to find varieties that make s-ood 
growth during the early stages and are not mature 
when the time comes to turn them in. 

Recommendations 

Recommendations for annual sowings of cover crops 
for the Barossa Valley are cereals (rye, oats, barley) 

and Early Dun peas at the seeding rate of H bushels per 
acre; or rye and peas _or oats and peas at the rate of 1 
bushel of cereal and § bushel of peas per acre. Manure 
required is about a bag of· 2 + 1 superphosphate and 
ammonia for cereals and mixtures, and one bag of super
phosphate per acre for peas. Crops should be planted in 
April and turned under in August. 

Appendix 
Experimental Method.-Tests of varieties have been 

carried out with four replicates 'of plots each 1 chain by 
6 feet between vine rows. Seed and manure were broad
cast by hand and hanowed afterwards to cover the seed. 
Yields were estimated by cutting and weighing two quad
rats of 4 or 25 sq. links per plot, and varieties were· corn
pared only on these green material weights. Significance 
tests were applied. only where indicated. 

Results of Variety Trials 

Year Manure Date 
Planted 

Date Yields 
Recorded 

Difference for 
Significance P = .05 ____ , ---·--- --•-,--, -------

1948 
1949 
1950 

1951 

1952 

2 cwt. per acre 2 plus 1 super and m;nmonia . . . . . . 
H cwt. super plus ~ cwt. per- acre ammonia for cereals 
2 cwt. super per acre plus 1 cwt. per acre ammonia for 

cereals, ?1 cwt. per acre ammonia for mixtures . . . . 
2 cwt. super per acre plus 1 cwt. per acre ammonia for 

cereals, ill cwt. per acre ammonia for mixtures . . . . 
2 cwt. super per acre plus 1 cwt. per acre ammonia for 

cereals, ~ cwt. per acre ammonia for mixtures . . . . 

April 20 
May 18 

April 26 

April 24 

April 16 

July 29 
August 12 

August 14 24.0 

July 26 No significant difference 

August 14 10.4 _______ ,_,_, ___ _ 

Variety of Cover Crop 

Cereals-
Rye.. . ..... 
Cape Barley .. 
Greenough Barley 
Fulghum Oats 

Peas-
Early Dun 
White Brunswick 
Collegian 

Mixtures-
Rye and Peas .. 
Oats and Peas 
Mustard and Melilotus 

Grasses-
Annual Veldt Grass 
Prairie G1·ass .. 

Legumes-
Tick Beans 
Golden Tares. . . . 
N.Z. Blue Lllpins 
Bokhara Clover
Subterranean Clover: 

Mount Barker .. 
Dwalganup 
Bacchus Marsh 
Burr Medic .. 
Barrel Medic .. 
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Yields of Green Material 

Seeding Rate per Acre 
Yield in Cwt. of Green Material per Acre 

1948 1949 1950 1951 1952 "-------,-.. _, _______ ~--:"-~-

1~ bush. 
1~ bush. 
1 ~ bush. 
1~ bush. 

1§ bush. 
H bush. 
H bush. 

(2 bush. 1948) 
........ 

(2 bush. 1948) 

1 bush. plus ~ bush: ( H bush. plus ~ bush. 
1 bush. plus o bush. (1 bush. each 1948) 
5 lb. plus 4 lb. (15 lb. each 1948) .... 

8 lb ... 
~ bush. '. 

1 bush. 
l! bush. 
2 bush. 
8 lb ... 

(2 bush. 1948) . . . . . ..... 

10 lb. 
10 lb. 
10 lb. 
8 lb ................ . 
8 lb, (12 lb. 1948) ..... . 

1948) 

241 
222 

290 

294 

236 
232 
360 

166 

260 

Nil 
Nil 

Nil 

133 
21 

52 

28 

18 

11 

Nil 

4 
4 

Nil 

Nil 

45 
29 

26 

116 
62 
88 

90 
45 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
Nil 

184 
256 
178 

235 

Nil 
Nil 

13 
36 
35 

15 

Nil 
Nil 

-------------------------------------
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NYAH-WOORINEN ENQUIRY COMMITTEE 
Twenty-first Annual Report (1952) 

In his annual report, the president of- the committee, 
Mr. D. W. Cockroft, said that the programine followed 
over the past year had been devoted to, the basic objects 
of investigating ways and means of making vine growing 
easier and more profitable: reclaiming deteriorated land, 
and refusing to recognise that there is such a thing as 
useless land; and w~ys and means of passing the infor
mation obtained to. growers. Mr. F. Penman, Officer-in
charge of the Commonwealth Research Station at Merbein, 
reported on investigations carried out on rack dehydra
tion of Sultanas (described in a previous issue of the 
"News") and on improved oils for the mixed dip for 
Sultanas. 

Control of Insects and Mites 
Dr. C. R. Millikan presented a report from the Biology 

Branch of the Victorian Department of Agriculture on 
recent developments in the chemical control of insects 
and mites,- abstracted from a repOTt prepared by Mr. 
T. W. Hogan, Senior Entomologist, which will be pub
lished in the Journal of the Depal'tment of-Agriculture, 
Victor'ia :-

Chlorinated HydrocarbOns 
D.D.T.-The first of all the synthetic OTganics was 

D.D.-T., and it is still one of the most useful of those 
available. It is one of the most persistent, and one of 
the lowest in toxicity to warm-blooded animals. There are 
certain groups of insects against which it is relatively 
ineffective, while against mites it is not only ineffective, 
but 1Jlay even cause increased red spider populations. 
There seems no doubt that this is due to the killing off of 
insect parasites and predators, although one theory holds 
that egg-laying of niites is stimulated by D.D.T. The 
development of strains of flies res1stant to D.D.T. was 
the first indication of the onset of this problem in relation 
to the synthetic organic insecticides. Present formul
lations use both D.D.T. emulsions and wettable powders 
for foliage sprays; Emulsions give excellent adhesion 
to both insect and plant, but .tend to lose effectiveness by 
absorption into the plant. Powders have poor adhesion, 
and tend to b1·eak down more quickly in sunlight. 

Coumerin resins are being· used to prolong residual 
action .. Size of crystals in the dispersible powder is very 
important, and fine crystals appear to be generally 
favoured at present. By suspending fine crystals in oil 
it is claimed that the properties of adhesion and pro
longed residual action are retained. Oil solutions of 
D.D.T. are more insecticidal than dry_ crystals. 

Benzene Haxachloride was discovered not long after _ 
D.D.T. It has proved of greatest value in soil treatment. 
B.H.C. has proved very _good for wireworms, termites, 
woolly aphid and locusts. Its future is linked with the 
development of products based on a high content of the 
gamma isomer, which is free from the taint which has 
prevented the use of crude B.H.C. On many crops such 
as potatoes. The pure gamma isomer is sold as Lindane. 
One of its desirable features is itS low toxicity to warm
blooded animals, and its freedom from taint. Certain 
crops are more susceptible to taint than others-potatoes, 
black curTants and grapes being highly ·susceptible. Pre
parations based on Lindane are likely to be useful in the 
future as general purpose, insecticides. 

Aldrin and Dieldrin.-Aldrin has proved highly effective 
against locusts, and was used in 1951 campaign in Persia ' 
against the desert locust (Schistoceria gregaria) at the 
rate of 2 oz. per acre. Both materials are persistent, 
but-dieldrin more so than aldrin, and it is reported ho have 
lasted as long as five months in U.S.A. against grass
hoppers. However, aldrin is still the main insecticide for 
graSshopper work, being lowei:- in price than dieldrin, a 
very long persistence not being' -required for this work. 
Aldrin is also suitable for weevils and soil in·sects. Dieldrin 
is used for flies because of its persistence, but resistant 
strains have appeared even more rapidly than with D.D.T, 
The same has happe:p.ed with mosquitoes. 

Both materials have proved effective against leaf miners, 
indicating some penetration and even translocation within 
the plant. Their toxicity to warm-blooded animals is 
higher than D.D.T., but considerably lower than parathion. 
Its chronic toxicity has not been determined as yet, so 
that careful handling is necessary. 

Because of the high insecticidal value and extraordinary 
persistence of dieldrin,- this material should prove very 
useful against a number of problems in Victoria, if it can 
be obtained at an economic price. 

Miscellaneous Groups 

Systemics. 

Schraden Compound or Pestox 111.-To be systemic 
the chemical must be capable of penetrating the plant 
tissue and reaching the sap stream. Systemics are com
monly used in U.K. for prevention of virus transmission 
in strawberries by aphids. Practically the whole of the 
spraying is handled by Pest Control Pty. Ltd., who also 
manufacture the chemicals. 

The procedure and timin"g can thus be standardised to 
reduce appli.cation hazards and residue problems to the 
minimum. In U.S.A. it is considered unwise to permit 
the free sale of schraden for use by farmers themselves 

RENMARK FRUITGROWERS' 
CO-O:PERA TED LIMITED 

RENMARK 

"'\ Company Owned atld Controlled by the Growers of Renmark for the Co-operative Packing and 
· Processing of Dried Fruits 

Packers of the Well-known "ARK" Brand 
--Dried and Fresh Fruit--

Timber, Hardware, Produce and General Merchants 
GROWERS FINANCED AGAINST COMING HARVEST 
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until more is known of its homotoxicity. It would seem 
in Victoria that a policy similar to U.S.A. would be wisest, 
as most spray is applied by the growers themselves. 

Actually there are very few crops which can be treated 
economically with systemics at present, and the treatment 
of strawberries in U.K. represents one of the few cases 
where it is; but as virus free plants are supplied to 
growers, the prolonging of the virus fre.e life of the 
strawberries is worth-- while. Pestox III costs 42/- per 
lb. in U.K., but would probably be £4 per lb. here, plus 
cost of application. About 2 lb. per 100 gallons is used. 

Oil Sprays 
One of the_ disadvantages of White Oil Emulsion for 

mite control is its variability in phytotoxicity and insec-
ticidal action. · 

Oil sprays still retain an important place in pest control, 
in spite of the appearance of the new materials. Their 
Special sphere is in the control of scales, and as ovicides 
for winter eggs of mites. 

Parafinic oils have been shown to be more effective 
than naptheidc oils insecticidally. 

.Research 
A further £1000 (making £2000 in all) has been 

approved by the Board of Management for payment to 
C.S.LR.O. to· continue research into cleaning and drying 
of Dried Vine Fruits. T.he amount will be jointly con
tributed by The A.D.F.A. and combined Packers' Associa
tions. 

The Victorian Department of Agriculture is to be 
asked to include the Dried Fruits Industry in its extension 
work in primary production so that growers may obtain 
every assistance in combating and eradicating diseases 
of the vine. 

A.D.F.A. Research Committee 
The Board ·accepted the nomination of Mil dura District 

Council that Mr. E. C. Orton be appointed to fill the 
vacancy caused by the resignation of Mr. F. Weatherburn. 

(Continued on page 36.) 

fJJo.oli fileuiew 
Graphical Summary of Developments in Primary 

Industries. 
There has-been a spectacular increase in the prosperity 

o1' Aw,tralian rural industries in recent years. At the 
same time the urgent need to expand primary production, 
because of the_ pressure of a rapidly growing population 
and keen demand from_ overseas for food and fibres, has 
been frequently reiterated by national leaders. 

In order to give a clear picture of recent developments 
in the rural sector of the Australian economy, the Com-' 
monwealth Bureau of Agricultural Economics has pub
lished "Rural Australia"~a graphical summary of the 
l'Ural industries. The publication consists of 80 graphs 
illustrating trends in production, exports and prices of 
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the principal rural commodities· over the past decade or 
so. Each graph is supported by a table of basic statistical 
data, and a short textual comment, pointing out the high
lights of the picture. There are also four maps showing 
the distribution of livestock and of miscellaneous agri
cultural ·crops. 

The book is desig'ned to show the reader, first of all, 
the general relationship of the Australian rural economy 
to the economy of the country as a Wh<?le, and- to enable 
him to view rural industries in their true perspective. 
In effect, the first part of the book presents a panoramic 
View of the basic rural industries and the general eco
nomic factors influencing their development. 

The remainder of the book ill~strates the principal 
features of each major industry in turn, and is intended 
to assist in discovering the relationship of one industry 
to another and to the entire economy. 

Throughout the book emphasis is placed on post-war 
developments (:figures are, wherever possible, taken up 
to 1951-52), but in most cases comparison is made with 
the years immediately before the war. In some instances 
the story has been taken further back in order to facili-· 
tate interpretation of current trends. 

"Rural Australia" is obtainable from booksellers. 

The A.D.F.A. records with deep regret the passing of 
three notable personalities who were closely connected 
with the Industry. 

Sir Harold Clapp 
As Chief Commissioner of the Victorian Railways, the 

late Sir Harold did much work -in popularising the use 
of Dried Fruits. The Industry derived immense benefit 
from his personal interest and enthusiasm, and has lost 
a great advocate who, indeed, proved to be one of Aus
tralia's :finest far-sighted nation builders. 

H. R. Sloan 
For many years a director of Mildura Co-operative 

Fruit Co. Ltd., the late- Mr. Sloan was best known to 
growers as the general manager of Red Cliffs Co-operative 
Packing Co. Ltd., a position he held from 1926 to 1939. 
Originally interesting himself in the Industry as a grower, 
he took an active part in its development, and- at one 
time was a member of The A.D.F.A. Board of Manage
ment. 

H. S. Corbould 
From 1910 to 1951 the late Mr. Corbould was manag·er 

and secretary of the Sarnia Packing Co. Pty. Ltd. On 
the relinquishment of these appointments he was appointed 
a director of the company, and also of Coomealla PaCkers 
Pty. Ltd. He was secretary of the Mildura Packers' 
Association, and was closely interested in Mildura public 
activities. 
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and 
Expansion of the Dried Fruits Industry . 

At its meeting in Mildura in February the Board noted 
that distribution had been made to State Premiers, Federal 
and State Ministers, representative members of Parlia
ment alid departillental heads, to State presidents of the. 
Returned Soldiers' League and to certain interested 
individuals of copies of the letter sent by The A.D.F.A. 
to the Minister for COmmerce and Agriculture prQtesting 
at the latest recommendatioil of the Australian Agricul
tural Council, which would in"Crease total dried vine "plant
ings to approximately 14,000 acres. A special letter had 
been sent also to the Prime Minister. The Board was 
informed that the views of the Association on the danger 
of over-expansion were being revised in booklet form for 
general circularisation. 

· Reference was made to that portion of a report by a 
select committee in Western Austt·alia on the War Service 
Land Settlement scheme in that State dealing with Dried 
Fruits, and Mr. A. G. Watt undertook to examine the 
report and inform the Board at a later meeting on the 
project to establish at Bindoon thirteen mixed farms of 
about 80-90 acres in size, including ten acres each of 
Sultanas and Currants, 

The letter mentioned above, which was sent to the 
Minister for Commerce and Agriculture (Hon. J. McEwen, 
M.H.R.), Was as follows: 

"Thank you for your letter of the 17th October, in 
which you kindly informed this Association that the Aus
tralian Agricultural Council at its last meeting had 
decided there was scope for the planting of additional 
areas under irrigation to the extent of 3200 acres for 
Dried Fruits and 2600 acres for wine grapes. This deci
sion, and the reasons set out in your letter supporting it, 
were made known to the Federal Council members of 
this Association at their annual meeting~ and caused the 
utmost concern. 

"My Board of Management have requested that I 
remind you of· the full discussions which took place 
between officers of the Bureau of A'gricultural Economics 
and members of my Board, in which reasons for a defer
ment by .the Australian Agricultural Council on any 
decision to expand the Industry were fully set out, and 
with these reasons now . in mind my Association, repre
senting 98% of the Dried Fruits growers in Australia, are 
firmly of the opinion that the Australian Agricultural 
Council's decision was precipitate, and made without any 
real appreciation of the present, and future, economy 
o.f the Dried Fruits Industry, both in Australia and in 
other parts of the world. 

"With the additional acreag-e now recommended by the , 
Australian Agricultural Counc.il, some 13,957 acres have 
been approved, or are available through private planting, 
for Dried Vine Fruits production. This area is made up 
as follows:-

Original Allocation by the Australian 
Agricultural Council for War Service 
Land Settlement . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Further Allocation by the Australian 
Agricultural Council in March, 1949 .. 

Expansion by Private Plantings . . . . . . 
Recent Further Allocation by the Austt·a

lian Ag-ricultural COuncil . . . . . . . 

6,000 

3,600 
1,157 

3,200 

13,957 

acres 

" 
" 

" 

" 
uWhile your lett-er of 17th October indicates that "the 

Australian Agricultural Council considers that the future 
market outlook justifies the additional acreage now 
recommended, it must be admitted that such a statement 
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is entirely general in explanation, and as such, and in 
the light of the very detailed reasons given by this Asso
ciation to the Council through the Bureau of Agricultural 
Econoffiics, is not acceptable to the thousands of growers 
who form this Association and whose livelihood can now 
be jeopardised. 

"As no details have been given to support the Council's 
examination into the present and future marketing chan
nels for existing and projected production, it can, and 
is, assumed that the Council's decision has. been ·made 
without a proper regard for the difficult market conditions 
which are looming ahead, not only for the Dried Fruits 
Industry in this country, which is of paramount impor_, 
tance, but for other producing countries. 

Hon. John McEwen, M.H.R. 

"It is assumed that before' the Australian Agricul
tural Council made its decision it had read the report 
by the Assistant Australian Government Trade Coihmis
sioner in San Francisco to the Department of Commerce 
and Agriculture, on the U.S.A. Raisin Industry, and fully 
realised its implicf!.tions. The salient points shown by 
this carefully prepared analysis are that the increase in 
production in all sectors of the gTape industry in Cali
fornia has outpaced the rate of increase in population; 
per capita consumption has fallen despite sales promotion 
publicity; and the U.S. Dried Fruits Industry has only 
maintained stability by means of~ government subsidisa
tion. The effects of the U.S. Government's subsidisation 

· programme are so far reaching as- to endanger the Turkish 
and Greek industries, and it is feared may, do the same 
to our own Industry without having to contend with the 
added marketing problem of selling the heavy· increase 
in production from the additional areas approved by the 
Australian Agricultural Council. If the Council was 
aware of this report it is incredible that it made the 
recommendation you have advised. If it was not aware 
of the report then it is considered Closer attention should 
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have been given to the suggestion of this Association 
that the Council defer its decision for twelve months 
pending clarification of U.S.A. export policy and U.K. 
marketing policies. ~· 

"It is desired to point out that in criticising the latest 
decision of the Australian Agricultural Council this 
Association is not averse to expansion, providing it is 
kept within the economic limits of the Industry. This 
Association has supported, and continues to support, the 
original tecommendation of the Council for an expansion 
of 6000 acres; it even realises that production from 
private plantings of up to 1157 acres must be marketed; 
it further realises that markets exist for a limited expan
sion of Currants and Gordos, but it does not think that 
expansion ·can go beyond an aggregate of 8000 acres 
with economic safety. 

"Any expansion beYond 8000 acres must be the respon
sibility of your Government and the State Governments 
concerned, who, if the expansion to nearly 14,000 acres 
is insisted upon, must be prepared, as part of that expan
sion programme to financially assist Dried Fruits growers, 
by subsidy or otherwise, should their economic standard 
fall below the present level. 

"It is desired to emphasise that acceptance by your 
Government and the State Governments concerned of 
the Australian Agricultural Council's recommendation 
must, in the face of the opposition already expressed by 
the ·majority, of growers through this Association, carry 
with it the full responsibility of protecting the economic 
stability of the Australian Dried Fruits Industry. 

"This Association is so concerned at the ill-advised 
and precipitate action of the Australian Agricultural 
Council that it intends by every means in its powe1' to 
warn the Governments concerned of the danger which 
will arise from expanding the Industry to the extent 
envisaged, and will not hesitate to emphasise that full 
responsibility in every way must be borne }?y any Federal 
or State Government, now and in the future, which adopts 
the recommendations of the Council." 

State' Development Committee 

At the recent meeting of the Board of Management it 
was felt that instead of evidence being given by Mr. 
L. G. Cameron to the State Development Committee on 
the rural development of the north-western area of Vic
toria, and in particular to the expansion of the Dried 
Fruits Industry, ·a copy of the "ExpanSion" booklet, with 
an explanatory letter, might have been sent to the Com
mittee, but the chairman subsequently found that submis
sions for expansion of the Industry were to be made to 
the Committee by the State Rivers and Water Supply 
Commission, First Mildura Irrigation Trust, and Murray 
Valley Development League, and as a result the chair
man, after consultation With Mr. Cameron, considered 
that Mr. Cameron should give evidence. Below is the 
text of his statement; 

"My name is Lindsay George Cameron, and I reside at 
Birdwoodton, Victoria. I am a member of the Board 

10f Management of The Australian Dried Fruits Associa
tion and Chairman of the Mildura District Council of 
The A.D.F.A, I am a grower of Dried Vine Fruits. 

"I have been authorised by the Mildura District 
Council, supported by the Board of Management, to make 
this submission on behalf of The ·Australian Dried Fruits 
Association, which is representative of all the Dried 
Fruits growers in Victoria, and of approximately 98% 
of all Australian Dried Fruits growers. 

"The reason for making this submission is to place 
information before the State Development Committee 
concrrning 'the expansion of- the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry both in respect to the development of the north
western area of Victoria and in respect to the future 
economy of the Industry. 
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Plantings Under Vines 
"Latest figures available show - that approximately 

57,077 acres are under bearing vines for Dried Fruits, 
and a further 3392 acres are listed as non-bearing
altogether 60,469 acres. Of this area Victoria is noted. 
as having 35,708 acres in bearing and 1429· acres non
bearing. The Sunraysia area shows 30,317 acres under 
Dried Fruits vines, with a further 4916 acres on the 
New South Wales side of the River Murray. 

"Subject to favourable harvesting conditions, produc
tion of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias for this season 
(1953) is expected to approximate 90,000 tons. This 
tonnage will be the largest gathered since 1944, when 
production reached the record of more than 104,000 tons. 
Total production for the inclusive seasons of 1944 to 
1952 are given below, with Victorian total tonnage in 
the final column. 

Season Currants Sultanas Lexias Total Victoria 
Tons Tons Tons Tons Tons 

1944 25,332 68,251 10,678 104,261 59,364 
1945 17,601 41,692 8,739 68,032 39;591 
1946 13,998 : 51,324 7,068 72,390 47,977 

'1947 11,426 ' 39,650 5,228 56,304 37,373 
1948 17,934 57,834 5,006 80,774 51,963 
1949 - 16,795 34,497 5,163 56,455 37,416 
1950 12,833 41,346 2,463 56,642 39,817 
1951 15,653 34,397 5,926 55,976 33,693 
1952 11,015 52,413 6,048 69,476 55,214 

"The estimated pack for 1953 is expected to consist 
of 16,000 tons of Currants, 66,000 .tons of Sultanas, and 
8000 tons of Lexias-in all 90,000 tons of Dried Vine 
Fruits. 

"It will be observed that of the seasons 1947 to 1952 
inclusive, 1948 only could be regarded as a normal season. 
Seasons 1947, 1949 and 1950 were subject to adverse 
harvesting conditions, the crops being badly damaged by 
rain. The low production for 1951 Was attributed to a 
cyclical resting of the vines. 

"The Australian Dried Fruits Association (hereinafter 
referred to as "The A.D.F.A.") is concerned regarding 
over-expansion of the Dried Fruits Industry because of 
the following important factors:-

( 1) The world productiOn of Dried Vine Fruits. 
(2) The market availability for world produ'ction, and 

in particular for Australian production. 
( 3) World parity prices with particular emphasis on the 

destructive subsidisation programme policy of 
the U,S,A, 

(4) The high costs of Australian production caused 
by inflation, high wage rates and short working 
hours, and their relationship to world parity prices. 

Potential World ProdUction of Dried Vine Fruits 
"Raisins (Sultanas and Lexias) are produced-by U.S.A., 

Australia, South Afric;:t, C;v:prus, Turkey, Persia, Greece, 
Spain and Argentina. The U.S.A. is the largest producer, 
accounting for rather more than one half of total produc
tion. Australia ranks third after Turkey. 

"Currants are produced by Greece, Australia and South 
Africa, ranking in that order in tonnage. 

"World potential production is assessed at 697,000 long 
to;ns. Of this the U.S.A. potential is 300,000 long tons. 
Australia's potential, based on existing and recommended 
further acreages, is 120,000 long tons. 

Market Availability for World Production 

"Producing countries on an p,verage consume in the 
aggregate approximately 2_50,000 tons. Importing coun
tries have an average consumption of about 253,000 tons. 
The world surplus is, therefore, approximately 194,000 
tons. 

"The anxiety of the Australian Industry may be 
assessed from the following summarised views expressed 
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by The A.D.F.A. Board of Management in June, 1952, 
and conveyed to the Austl·alian Agricultural Council 
through the Bureau of Agricultural Economics and the 
Irrigation Production Advisory Committee. 

"At the present time grapes equivalent to 10,000 tons 
of Dried Vine Fruits are being diverted to wineries. With 
increased production of Wine varieties of grapes and 
reduced consumption of wine, which is now in evidence, 
it is not unreasonable to assume that 5000 tons of Dried 
Vine Fruits will return to the market. 

"Planned expansion of the Dried Vine Fruits Industry 
by the various States to the extent of 7500 acres and 
private expansion of 1000 acres will further increase 
production by 18,000 to 20,000 tons per annum. 

"The diversion and expansion tonnage will of necessity 
be shipped to the United Kingdom, and added. to our 
present shipments would give an average annual supply 
to that market of 45,000 to 50,000 tons. 

"Prospects for successful marketing of this tonnage 
are at present obscure. The U.S.A. crop forecast for 
1952. is 300,000 tons, and of this 150,000- tons will be 
exported. In 1951 the U.S."A. Treasury paid an export 
subsidy of 35o/o of the f.o.b. value and reduced world 
parity of fruit from £105 to £65 per ton. Greece and 

. Turkey have large tonnages they are unable to sell at 
£85 per ton. The cutting of price by U.S.A. has resulted 
in decreased consumption on the Continent. It is conM 
sidered that U.S.A. will press its exportable surplus in 
1952 ·and future years on British and Continental markets 
by m€ans of Treasury subsidies or internal industry 
subsidy plans. 

"The contract with the Ministry of Food expires· in 
1953. There is no indication of renewal, but on the 
contrary we have advice that the U.K. Treasury is conM 
cidering an interim form of decontrol of Dried Vi'ne 
Fruits. 

"In general we consider that supply of Dried Vine 
Fruits from U.S.A., Greece, Turkey, Spain, South Africa, 
Persia and Australia is greater than woTld consumption. 

"The inflationary trend in Australia, which has caused 
heavy increase in costs of labour, materials and services 
in our industry, places us in a most unfavourable pOsition 
from a competitive point of view. 

"We consider that any plan for expansion of the 
Dried Vine Fruits Industry should in principle be supM 
ported by a GoveTnment guarantee of cost of production 
to present and future producers." 

"Concerning the availability of Dried Vine Fruits from 
the U.S.A., a full perusal of a report by the Assistant 
Australian Government Trade Commissioner in San Fran

. cisco entitled 'The Raisin Industry of the Unitecl States 
of America,' and dated 30th July, 1952, is recom
mended. The salient points of the reports may be stated 
as being-

(1) That all sectors of the grape industry have out
paced the rate of increase in population. 

(2) Per capita consumption of Raisins in the U.S.A. 
is dec1·easing. 

(3) With export markets Shrinking, there has been a· 
tendency to overproductioz:!. at an increasing rate. 

( 4) Without subsidisation, the expoTt situation looks 
depressing for the Industry. 

(5) In the periods 1935-1936 and 1938-39 Gove};'n
ment purchases of Raisins never exceeded 15,000 
tons per year. Since 1939, when 75,000 tons 
was purchased, the Government has become a 
majo1· buyer. 

(6) DuTing 1946, 1947 and 1948 subsidisation covered 
one third of Californian Raisin production, at _a 
cost of some 40,000,000 dollars. 

(7) General statements on the position of the grape 
industry by interested parties in California are 
to the effect that it is- in 'a terrible economic 
mess.' 

( 8) Some attempts are being made to make the Indus
try more self-reliant and not so heavily dependent 
on direct government aid, yet the Chairman of the 
Federal Raisin Advisory Board is reported to have 
stated that 'without the export payment pro
gramme, the 1951-52 Raisin year would have 
opened a new page of economic hardship in the 
history of the Raisin Industry.' 

World Parity Prices 

"It may be stated that prices which world consumer 
markets are prepared to pay are largely governed by 
two essential points. 

(1) The enoTmous surplus production of the U.S.A. 
for which export markets have to be found. 

(2) The policy of the U.S. government in heavily sub
sidising· these exports. 

"In U.S.A. prices have fallen from £120 sterling per 
ton f.o.b. in 1950 to £88 sterling per ton in 1951, and 
£85 sterling per ton in 1952. 
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"In Turkey prices have fallen from £105 sterling per 
'ton in 1D50 and 1951 to £85 sterling per ton in 1952. 

"In Greece the same price fall has been experienced 
as for Turkish Sultanas, while Currants have dropped 
from £90 to £75 per ton. 

"Price offered to Australia for 1953 are: 

Currants, £A96/17 /6 per ton-a reduction of £A3/2/6 
per ton {1-cr. and 2-cr.). 

Sultanas, £A117 /10/- per ton-a reduction of 
£A5/12/6 per ton. 

Lexias, £A117/10/- per ton-a reduction of £A5/12/6 
peT ton. . , 

"The Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board, which 
participated in the discussions with the Ministry of Food, 
report that no better prices could be obtained. In fact, 
U.K. Treasury officials stated the prices were too high. 
In reply to an expression made by the Board's repre
sentatives at the discussions that Australian gTowers 
would be resentful at the fall in prices, the Ministry stated 
that they got an 80o/o rise two years ago, and that it was 
too great a rise. The Board's representatives pointed 
out that the rise was not in accord with world parity price 
at that time. 

"Dealing with the returns to Australian growers from 
overseas markets, the continuance of two advantages now 
enjoyed is essential. One advantage is the London
Austnilia exchange premium, the other is Empire prefer
ence. 

"The exchange premium is an essential component of 
growers' returns, yet it cannot be regarded as permanent. 
It is not so very long ago that there was every indication 
that the Australian pound might be revalued nearer to 
the value of the English pound. \Vhile this crisis was 
fortunately averted, the possibility always remains that 
revaluation may take place. If it does it will be done 
overnight. Hence the policy for some years of the 
Commonwealth Dried F1·_uits Control Board in requesting 
exporters to take out insurance against exchange fluctua
tion on shipments-a policy which will apply to present 
season's exports. 

"In respect to Empire preierence, it may be stated 
that without it the Australian Dried Fruits Industry could 
not economically exist. Preferences gained at Ottawa 
spelt stability for the Industry, and it is disquieting to 
note that since the last war there has been a definite plan 
by the U.S.-A-. to break down, if not abolish, Empire 
preference. There has, unfortunat"ely, been opposition 
or lukewarm support by some Empire countries to the 
continuance of preference, and it should be recorded 
that only through stout resistance by Australia through 
the able and vigorous advocacy of its Prime Minister, 
that the proposal to abandon Empire preference was 
defeated. 

'
1An advantag-e which the Australian Industry will lose 

after 1954 is the bulk buying of Dried Vine Fruits by 
the U.K. Government. The present contract between 
the United Kingdom and Australia· expires this year 
(1953), but the strong-est representations, backed by the 
Commo~wealth Dried Fruits Control Board, were made 
last December by the Australian Minister for Commerce 
-and Agriculture for renewal for a further five years, or 
as long as competitive prices were subsidised. Such a 
renewal, in the face of U.S. subsidised prices, is essential 
to --the Australian· grower, yet renewal for one year only 
(1954) was granted by the U.K. Government. 

"The result is that after 1954; Australian producers 
will need to sell their fruit on the open market. Prices 
will be governed by supply and demand, and the extent 
of subsidisation on American fruit will have a distinct 
bearing on these prices. There will be no predetermined 
price as is now enjoyed under the contract. Growers 
will have to await the l'ealisation of sales before obtaining 
returns,. as prices will be c.i.f.f. and e., instead of the 
present advantageous system of f.o.b. payment at time 
of ·shipment. 
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"In rcgarJ to a U.K. price for Australian growers based 
on costs of production, the Ministry of Food at the 
December, 1952, discussions were not prepared to pur
chase on the Australian cost of production schedule, 
which was closely examined and criticised in some respects. 
The Ministry stated bluntly and plainly that Great Britain 
was not prepared to underwrite Australian inflation. 

~~u.S.A. subsidisation may be expected again this year. 

Over-expansion of the Industry 
11The foregoing outline of production, marketing and 

costs of production demonstrates the need for the greatest 
care to be exercised_ in any further expansion of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Industry, and with this in mind 
the Industry, through The A.D.F.A., is concel·ned at 
the recommendation of the Australian Agricultural 
Council in July, 1952, that the planting of Dried F1·uits 
vines can be expanded by an additional 3200 acres. 

"The A.D.F.A. had recommended that consideration 
of expansion be defeiTed for twelve months pending 
clarification of U.S.A. export policy and the U.K. market
ing policies. 

''Including the 3200 actes now recommended, the 
Australian Agricultural Council have altog-ether- approved 
expansion of 12,800 acres. These approvals are listed 
as follows:-
Orig-inal Allocation for War Service Land 

Settlement in April, 1946 
Further Allocation in March, 1949 
Further Allocation in July, 1952 ..... . 

6,000 aCl'eS 
3,600 acres 
3,200 acres 

12,800 acres 

"In addition, however, to the foregoing, which caters 
for -ex-servicemen to enter the Industry, there is expan
sion by private plantings of some 1157 acres. This area 
is not within the recommendatory conh'ol of the Austra
lian Agricultural Council, but is a direct responsibility of 
the State Governments concerned. _ 

"Altogether, then, the Australian Dried Fruits Industry 
can be expanded by 13,957 acres, but the State Govern
ments concerned must realise that their responsibility 
cannot cease should such expansion be achieved. 

Division of Allocated Acreages 

"The States directly concerned in the production of 
Dried Vine Fruits are Victoria, South Australia, New 
South ·wales and Western Australia. 

"The recommendations by the A'ustralian Agricultural 
Council are divided between those States as follows: 

Recom- Victoria N.S.W. S. Aus. W.A. Total 
mendation Acres Acres Acres Acres 

April, 1946 .. 1,500 1,500 2,500 500 
March, 194-9 . 1,350 1,350 900 
July, 1952 .. 1,200 500 1,500 

4,050 
Add to these the 

3,350 4,900 50 

private plantings 
in N.S.W.-

Gol Gol & Buronga 550 
Trentham Cliffs 420 
Monak 64 
Ellerslie 123 

4,050 4,507 4,900 500 

The Industry considers the economic expansion 
limit to be . . . . . _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Industry stability will be adversely affected 
by the planting of another . . . . . . . . . . 

Acres 
6,000 
3,600 
3,200 

12,800 

----
13,957 

8,000 

5,957 
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The Effect of the Wine Industry 

"It is known that the Australian Agricultural Council, 
simultaneously with its recommendations for the expan
sion of the Dried Fruits Industry, recommended increa-sed 
plantings of wine grapes. Due to the close association 
of the two industries, increased production of wine 
grapes will permit heavy reversion to the Dried Fruits 
Industry of drying varieties which for many years have 
been taken by the wineries for wine and spirit. 

14Diversion of drying variety grapes to the wine 
industry, particularly in recent years, has been heavy. 
This has been caused partly by the increased demand 
for wine (which appears now to be steadying) and to 
the better prices the wineries were able to pay. 

"The estimated loss of Dried Fruits production, mainly 
ill South Australia, has been estimated in the peak years 
of diversion at 10,000 tons. Indications' this season 
(1£153) show a heavy reversion, and it is not unreason
able to assume that at least 5000 tons in Dried Vine Fruits 
equivalent can be expected to return to ·the Dried Fruits 
Industry with, Perhaps, even more if increased acreages 
of wine grapes are planted. 

"Markets will need to be found for at least 5000 
tons, maybe more, in addition to post-war plantings now 
coming into bearirig, and to the further plantmgs now 
recommended by the Australian Agricultural Coundl. 

Potential Australian Production 

"Assuming that the St.ite Governments Of Victoria, 
New South Wales, South Australia and Western Australia 
accept the entire recommendations of the Australian 
Agricultural Council, Australia can expect to produce an 
annual average of 90,000 tons. 

"It must be borne in mind that potential production 
is a great deal higher than the estimated average of 
90,000 tons. This season (1953) production from an 
approximate 52,000 acres is expected to be 90,000 tons. 
In 1944 production was 104,261 tons. Potential annual 
production, allowing for the planting of all recommended 
acreages, would exceed 120,000 tons, 

Soldier Settlement 

"The effect of- depressed prices, through over
expansion, on soldier settlement in the Industry must 
not be overlooked. A large proportion of Australian 
Dried Fruits growers are ex-servicemen of the two World 
Wars, and it will be understood, therefore, that in safe
guarding the economy of the Industry the interests of 
this important section must be protected also. 

"The' establishment of ex-servicemen as growers of 
Dried Fruits is fully supported provided that the method 
and extent of establishment protects the economic stabilitY 
of ex-servicemen already settled, those who a!·e to be 
settled under the War Service Land Settlement Scheme, 
and ~he Dried Fruits Industry as a whole. 

Responsibility of Federal and State Governments 

HWhile it is understood that the Australian Agricultural 
Council acts in an investig·atory and advisory capacity 
only on behalf of the Federal and State Governments, 
its latest recommendation has precipitated a situation 
where the Australian Dried Fruits Industry, to protect 
its future economic stability, must place on the shoLllders 
of _the pi-esent and future Federal and State Governments 
the full responsibility of completely protecting the Aus~ 
tralian Dried Fruits Industry, guaranteeing growers' costs 
of production and overseas markets where surplus produc
tion may be profitably sold. 

HTo allow uneconomic expansion of an Industry whose 
production is vulnerable to wOrld competition to the 
extent of some 70o/o-80% is to _ignore the welfare of 
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Dried Fruits settlers who are already committed to 
costly capital improvements, and who possess pennanent 
plantings which cannot be altered from year to year, as 
is possible with_ such industries as livestock and cer('als. 

"The Industry will look, therefore, for the 'following
assurances from the Governments c.oncerned-

(1) That no further expansion will take place \vithout 
a thorough investigation of profitable market 
possibilities. 

(2) That a payable return will be guaranteed 1,o 
growers. 

Development of NorthnWestern Victoria 

"In conclusion it is desired to state that the Industry 
is in nO ,way opposed to the development of this portion 
of Victol'ia where the Dried Fruits Industry is largely 
centred. In fact, it is anxious to see the development 
through irrigation of areas of suitable land in and 
adjacent to Sunraysia, with forms of primary prodnce 
which are not burdened with the hazardous marketing 
prospects associated With Dried Vine Fruits. The Indus
try realises that carefully planned ·development of 
industries, both primary and secondary, can mean in
creased population, increased prosperity and improved 
living and cultural. amenities, but it is certain that expan
sion of Dried Vine Fruit plantings 'beyond the economic 
limit stated in this evidence wi1l only create Conditions 
the very opposite to those which this district is seeking.'' 

U.K. MARKETING 
Consideration had been given -to a minute from The 

A.D.F.A. River Council recommending that the Board 
of Management set up a sub-committee to examine the 
future of marketing in the United Kingdom with the 
endeavour to improve the pre-war marketing conditions. 
The -Board felt that this was a matter for examination 
by the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board but 
decided that it should ask that body if it wotlld s~t up 
a sub-committee on which The A.D.F.A. could be repre
sented. 

W.A. WAR SETTLEMENT 
Below is an extract from a report of a select com

mittee in Western Australia on the War Service Land 
Settlement Scheme at Bindoon, which Mr. A. G. Watt, 
W.A. Board member, is now examining. 

"This is a project that departs from the nOi:-mally 
accepted version of '1-.T ar Service Land Settlement in that 
it seeks to establish men in viticulture. The pl·oject covers 
approximately 1100 acres, to be subdivided into about 
thirteen farms of about 80 to 90 acres. The plan 
envisages the growing of ten acres of Sultanas and ten 
acres of Currants on each vineyard. · 

"The Committee agrees that this project could be a 
useful addition to the W.S.L.S. scheme, but, after hear
ing much evidence, considers that an arbitrary arrange
~ent whereby all farms are developed along identical 
hues may probably prove to be not in the interest of all 
settlers. 

"Expert evidence taken in the district showed that all 
blocks under this project are not suited to the growing 
of Sultanas. Therefore, in the opinion of the committee, 
each farm should be expertly examined and a determina
tion made as to_ what _each farm is most suited to grower 
rather than force a general plan for the whole area. ' 

"Lack of experienced supervision has resulted in many 
costly mistakes being made by settlers which could and 
should have been avoided. 

"This matter should receive the early attention of the 
La-nd Settle~ent Board, with a view to having an expert 
in viticulture appointed until the project is firmly estab
lished." 
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PACK ESTIMATES 
Season 1953. 

At The A.D.F.A. Board of Management meeting held 
in Melbom·ne on the 21st to 23rd April, latest figures 
showed that the harvest had been an excellent one, and 
that the total prOduction of Currants, Sultanas and Lexias 
would now approximate 94,000 tons. As further deliveries 
had yet to be made by growers to packing houses, this 
tonnage would be reviewed in June. 

Dried Tree Fruits and Prunes. 

Apricots-Split only. . . . 
Peaches-----Split only . . . . 
Pears-Split only 
Nectarines 
Prunes .. 

Estimate Actual 
1953 1952 

400 tons 330 tons 
198 tons 107 tons 

78 tons 63 tons 
11 tons 11 tons 

. . 1,165 tons 1~579 tons 
(dry weight) (pcd. weight) 

As supplies this year may not meet demand, it has 
been necessary to impose quotas, so that all retailers 
receive an equitable supply. Wholesale merchants have 
been advised of the following percentages based on the 
quantities purchased last year, ·and retailers should 
receive supplies in accordance with these percentages. 

Apricots and Nectarines . . . . . . . . 145 o/o 
Peaches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90% 
Pears . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85% 

In re~spect to Prunes, consideration is being given to 
dequotaing supplies. 

SUPPLIES FOR COMMONWEALTH 
MARKET 

In a final review of the requirements of th·e Common
wealth ma-rket during 1952 reports revealed that some 
:;;elling agents and wholesale merchants still hold stocks 
of all varieties, and that while there was evidence that 
some retailers have been short of Cutrants and Sultanas, 

· · there are ample supplies of Seeded Raisins. A careful 
analysis of shortages showed that an additional 100 tons 
each of Sultanas and Currants would have been adequate 
to maintain full supplies. 

.The Board were conVinced that the financial measures 
imposed in the early part of 1952 by the Federal Govern
ment caused restricted trade by wholesalers and retailers, 
and any shortage of fruit was caused by the later relaxa
tion of c:t:·edit which created more buoyant business 
conditions. The result was that a reserve of 600 tons 
of Dried Vine Fruits held by The A.D.F.A. over and 
above known requirements was fully absorbed. 

For 1953 the Board have agreed to extend the date 
for submission of firm orders by the trade u:ptil the 
31st October, and in addition will retain an adequate 
reserve to meet any emergency needs. 

As had already been announced, new season's prices 
allow for Currants and Sultanas (all grades) to be 
increased by ld. per lb.; Lexias (except Seedless), Seeded 
Raisins and additional cost for carton packing, to remain 
the same as for Season 1952; Seedless Lexias, to be 
reduced by ld. per lb.; Interstate differentials to be 
increased by §d. per lb. for all ports. 

In making this decision, the Board was aware that 
the 14% increase in costs of production as independently 
ascertained by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
justified a rise of 2d. per lb., but felt that careful con
sideration needed to be given to the effect on the general 
economic position of the manufacturer and the retail 
consumer if mo1•e than ld. per lb. on Currants and 
Sultanas was taken. In regard to Lexias and Seeded 
Raisins, the decision not to take an increase followed an 
interview by the Board with representatives of the 
Federal Dried Fruits Distributors' Asso.ciation, when 
ample evidence was submitted that there had been a 
reduced consumption by manufacturers during 1952 of 
some 50%. In view of full availability of Seeded Raisins 
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for the Commonwealth market, and the fact that substan
tial rises were taken in previous seasons, it was considered, __ 
that an increaSe in 1~etail prices would create consumer 
resistance and would militate against increased sales. 

The Board decided that from time to time the interstate 
diffe1·entials for outports should be reviewed to keep them 
in line with the actual freight costs incurred. 

INSURANCE 
The following· values have been set for insurance pur

poses by packing houses for Season 1953:-
Vine Fruits. 

Values for basic grades:-
Currants-£85 per ton, plus £20 for estimated costs of 

pad:ing, insurance, freight, stem loss, etc. 
Sultanas-£101 per ton, plus £18 for estimated costs of 

packing, insurance, freight, stem loss, etc . 
Lexias-£101 per ton, plus £20 for estimated costs of 

packing, insurance, freight, stem loss, etc. 

Tree Fruits-The following values are based on 
3-crown "Choice" Moist Pack:-
Apdcots-£360 per ton, including cost of packing. 
Peaches, unpeeled-£280 per ton, including cost of pack-

ing. 
Peaches, peeled-£305 per ton, including cost of packing. 
Pears-£228 per ton, including cost of packing. 
Nectarines-£340 per ton, inducting cost of packing. 

Prunes----,-Value of £205 per ton, including cost of 
packing based.,fln 70/80 "Choice" D'Ag-en. 

The attentiOn of packing houses has been drawn to 
the necessity to maintain insurance cover on Dried Fruits 
at adequate values, under Rule 56 of A.D.F.A. Rules and 
Regulations, which 1'eads as follows:-

(a) In respect to all fruit receive~ by a packer from 
a grower, it shall be understood (in the absence of any 
express stipulation to the contrary) to be a term of the 
contract between such grower and packer that the latter 
shall insure the fruit against loss or damage by fire, 
flood, fresh and/ or rain-water, hooks, oil, breakage, col
lision and/ or over-turning and/ or derailment, strike, riot 
or civil commotion. -Such insurance shall cover the fruit 
whilst in transit froin the grower to the packer and whilst 
in transit from the packer .to the selling agent or ·his 
nominee or to ship's slings. The cost of such insurance 
shall be charged by the packer to the grower. 

(b) Where packers undertake a daily or weekly adjust
ment of insurance values on fruit they shall forward to 
Head Office a weekly return in the form supplied by the 
Association during March, April and May, and thereafter 
at the end of each month, showing the quantity of each 
variety of fn1it held in stock and the total amount of 
insurance cover thereon. 

(c) Where packe1·s undertake insurance in one sum 
to covel' all varieties of fruit held in stock throughout 
the season they shall forward a monthly retu-rn showing 
the quantity of each variety of fruit held in stock and 
the total insurance covel' thereon. Packers undertaking 
this type of insurance shal~ inform the ·General Secretary 
accordingly at the beginning of a season. 

(d) Returns to be certified to as correct in manner 
approved of by the Board. 

PLENTY OF DRIED FRUITS - BUT ! 
The following article appeared in the London "Finan

cial Times" on 3rd March, 1953, and gives growers a 
picture of the general situation regarding sales of Dried 
F:ruits in the United Kingdom:-

"Selling Dried Fruits is one of the oldest of London's 
trades. With sugar, spices and pepper, they were among 
the chief products offered by the little mediaeval grocers' 
shops in Soper's Lane-. Commodities like ginger, mace, 
cihnamon, raisins, prunes, dates, figs and nutmegs, which 
were what the grocer then offered, were, of course, 
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luxury articles. This they no longer are; Dried Fruits 
are within the scope of anyone's purse. But not in 
unlimited quantities. Most Dried Fruits except figs and 
dates are no longer freely traded in; instead they are 
purchased in bulk by the Ministry of Food and are allo
cated to manufacturers and shops. 

Free Dealings Hope 
"Recently the merchants of Eastcheap, which is now

adays the centre of the wholesale provisions trade, have 
been hoping that free dealing in Dried Fruits might be 
restored to them, for there is no world shortage. Repre
sentations were --made to the Minister of Food asking 
whether the new registration of supplies, which had 
been asked for, was necessary in view of the possibility 
that Dried Fruits might be decontrolled before the new 
crop fruits were ready in the autumn. To this, the reply 
was that there is no immediate prospect of decontrol, 
since the balance of payments does not at present permit 
it. Last month, in reply to a question in the House of 
Commons, it was stated, however, that the Minister was 
anxious to remove controls as soon aS the balance of 
payments allows. 

"Though world supplies are ample, it is estimated that 
last year about a million tons of all varieties of Dried 
Fruits were produced in the world, which is roughly on 
a level with pre-war production-nearly half Of this 
total was grown in the U.S. Traditionally, the chief 
sources of supply for the U.K. were the U.S. (the second 
largest supplier)-, the Levant and Australia. Last year 
a considerable quantity of -Raisins was bought from the 
U.S., but in view of the dollar gap, this Country -has been 
purchasing as much as possible from non-dollar sources. 
The official view is that these could not supply the com
plete needs of the U.K. if drie~ and evaporatea fruits 
were freed, and that purchases in the U.S. would have 
to be increased. 

Dollar Shortage 
"Unfortunately, Other European buyers are competing 

for the produce of Middle Eastern ma1·kets at present 
because they, like ourselves are short of dollars. Some 
of these buyers, largely for historical reasons, have a 
better foothold in parts of this region than we have. In 
Turkey, for instance, Germany is traditionally the chief 
buyer. What is more, the crop in that country, which, 
as in the Levant generally, consists largely of Sultanas 
and Currants, has failed to expand. Turkey's- last crop 
was 60,000 tons, which is the same as before the war. 

"In Greece crops are substantially smaller. Before 
the war that country, our largest single supplier of Vine 
Fruits, produced between 140,000 and 170,000 tons 
annually. But she has not yet recovered from the effects 
of the war, and, as a ··result, harvests to-day only between 
90,000 and 100,000 tons annually. Furthermore, Greece 
is exporting a smaller propol'tion of her total crop nOw 
than before the war. 

AustraHan Harvests 
"Greater reliance than ever has therefore to be 

placed on Australia. In recent years Australian harvests 
have been adversely affected by bad weather, but acre
ages are nevertheless expanding. This expansion is, how
ever, not speedy. For one thing, it takes five years to 
get. vines into production. But, more important, Aus
tralian growers are cautious in expansion, remembering 
the surpluses of Dried Fruit which existed before the 
war. There is a certain l'eluctance to accept long-term 
expansion commitments until more is known about the 
potential U.K. demand. 

"T~is is !'mrd to. assess. Before the war, consumption 
of Dned Vme Frmts was almost 6 lb. per individual per 
year-amounting in all to about 130,000 tons. Allowing 
for a population increase of some 7 per cent. and bear
ing in mind that more families can afford to' buy Dried 
Fruit now than then, it might be guessed that full U.K. 
needs are in the region of 160,000 tons a year. But 
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there are a number of unknown factors. In the first 
place, with a lapse of thirteen years, it is difficult to 
tell whether housewives, particularly the new genera
tion, Will look upon Dried Fruits as a semi-luxury' or 
whether they will Tegard them as an essential in the 
kitchen. 

"Other points are that, with more housewives out at 
work, there is less time for home baking, while, at the 
same time, the general decontrol of foodstuffs which is 
taking place will give wider choice of foods. These facts 
may make the eventual demand for Dried Fruits less 
than at first sight would seem likely. Whatever the 
ultimate demand may be, however, there is no doubt 
that the shortage at present is real. 

Lower Imports 
"At the same time, though we are importing between 

70,000 and 75,000 tons less than before the war, the cuts 
are falling mainly not on the housewife, but on the 
manufacturers who use Dried Fruits, and who are receiv
ing only about half the Dried Fruit they used before 
the war. Moreover, towards the end of March more 
Dried Fruit will be available in the shops, as the second 
allocation for the year has been increased. About three
quarters of the supplies available will be Sultanas; the 
rest will be C,urrants." 

LEADING DISTRIBUTOR .RETIRES 
The Board noted with regret the retirement of Mr. 

P. H. Jeffery, of Sydney, from the Federal Presidentship 
of the Dried Fruits Distributors' Association, and unanim
ously recorded appreciation of the valuable services Mr. 
Jeffery had rendered to the Dried Fruits Industry during 
the 30 years he had been the leader of the Common
wealth market distributors. His successor is Mr. E. C. 
Pethebridge, of Melbourne. 

FUEL OIL: RAIL CONCESSIONS 
Under the regulations of the Victorian Railways, fuel 

oil (for whatever purpose of use) is fre'ighted at the A 
rate, but if an application is made to the Chief Com
mercial Manager within six months of date of despatch of 
the oil accompanied by a declaration that the oil has been 
used for the purpose indicated (in this case, frost preven
tion) a rebate will be allowed from the A to the AP rate. 
The concession is only granted on a minimum of eight 
tons for an 11-ton truck, or 12 tons for a 16~ton truck. 
To obtain the concession, the consignment on which a 
rebate is sought must come from one supplier, but may 
be despatched to a group of consignees. 

EMPIRE PREFERENCE 
Following the Commonwealth Conference in Lon

don, at which the Prime Minister (Mr. Menzies) suc
cessfully opposed any alteration in Empire preference, 
the Chairman of the Export Control Board (Mr. R. H. 
Gilbert)_ wrote: 
"Dear 'Mr. Menzies, 

"As Chairman of the Commonwealth Dried Fruits Control Board 
I desire to convey to you the appl·eciation of the Australian Dried 
!"rnits I~dustry of the services which you rendered to the Industry 
m opposmg at recent conferences in London any alteration in the 
p~·eferences granted by the United Kingdom, Canada and New Zealand 
on "Tlried Fruits p~·oduced within the Empire. These preferences, and 
also the maintainance of the present rate of exchange of 25% on 
sales to the United Kingdom, Canada and other markets are of the 
utmost importance to the stabjlity of the Industry." ' 

The following reply was received from the Prime 
Minister: 
''Deal' Mr. Gilbert, 

"Many thanks for Yom· Jet~er of the 3rd March, in which you 
convey to me the apprecmbon of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Industry for my work during my recent visit to London. 

"I greatly appreciate the sentiments expressed in youl· letter and 
trust that the happy l'elations which exist between the Ind~stry 
and my Government will continue. 

R. G. MENZIES." 
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THE ~~LIVING AREA" 
The basic weakness of present land settlement policy 

lies in the necessarily vague interpretation of a "living
- area." Pushed to its logical conclusion, a "living area" 

would imply peasant or subsistence farming. Experi
ence has already shown clem·ly that in the first place 
the natural limitations of climate and soil are such that 
only a very small portion of the continent is suitable for 
small-scale farming; secondly, that under the current 

·social structure and the hig-h standard of living to which 
we aspire, commercial farming is the only possible way 
of producing at a cost to enable our products to meet 
world prices; In fact, efforts to get as many people on 
the land as possible in the belief that landholders give 
a stable basis to society can go too far, and many farm 
units in the better agricultural areas are too small to 
be economical. It is quite possible that properties in
some areas may need to be amalgamated to make 
economic units rather than subdivided. 

Statuto-'IAI !JJO-a?td6, 
EXPORT CONTROL BOARD 

Following on correspondence between the Association 
and the Export Control Board, it was lea1·ned that the 
Board were investigating the Act with a view to improv
ing the system of election of gTower-members. 

An acknowledgment of the 100 guineas donated by 
the Board has been received from the Lord Mayor of 
London. 

Recent official subdivisions for soldier settlement 
appear reasonably adequate as a living area for a family 
unit under present conditions, but there is perhaps room 
for a reconsideration of the basic aims of settlement 
in living area units and reorientation of policy towards 
development in units of maximum economic productivity 
(Bank of N.S.W. Review, Nov., 1952). 

Radio Talk Over National Stations 
On 29th April the General Secretary gave a, short 

talk over the A.B.C. national stations on Season 1953 
crop prospects, and showed how revenues from overseas 
markets are valuable contributions to the nation's 
economy. 

The talk came over extremely clearly, and succeeded 
in conveying a concise overall picture of the g·eneral 
situation for Dried Vine Fruits at the present' time. 

by growers to the Board's graders on any disputes 
concerning classification. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BOARD 
. Reports have been received covering meetings held 
in January, February, March and April of this year, as 
well as the Annual Report for 1952. Matters discussed 
included local market shortages of Currants and the 
importation of large 'quantities of Cunants from eastern 

VICTORIAN BOARD States. A report was submitted on an interview with 
At the January meeting of the Board, members the We~tern AuStralia Minister for Agriculture regard

expressed concern in regard to an analysis by the ing a proposal to employ an inspector to investigate 
Board's Auditors of certain Packersr Annual Returns practices of unlawful importation. It was decided to 
in which considerable disparities between the received consult with the State Government regarding its policy 
weights of fruit in grades and the packed weights of on the expansion of the Dried Fruits Industry. Mr. 
such fruit were revealed. J. E. P. Herhily has been appointed Secretary to the 

The Board met _.in Mildura in April. Consideration Board following the resignation of Mr. J. Wade. The 
was given to the recent recommendation of the Au.stru- Board also resolved to seek information from The 
lian Agricultural Council that the Dried Fruits Industry A.D.F.A. as to whether or not average realisations mean 
could be expanded by a further 3200 acres in the light the average gross proceeds of sales, and if not, what. 
that world production exceeded consumption, and ·dmt is the true meaning. The Board's Annual Report for 
Australian growers had to export some 75% of their 1952 showed the Western Australian pack to be Cur
crop at the lower prices obtaining on insecUre overseas rants, 2522; Sultanas, 192; Lexias, 186; a total of 2900 
markets. Members expressed themselves as being defi- tons. There was a decline in output of 22-7 tons, or 
nitely opposed to any additional plantings of Dried 7.3 per cent., on the previous year. The highest pro
Fruits, and. it was agTeed that The A.D.F.A. should be duction on record was 4243 tons in 1947. 
advised to this ·effect. Other matters ,discussed included Finances of the Board for the year of review are set 
foreign matter in Dried Fruits, and the right of appeal out below:~ 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1952. 

-------------EXPENDITURE. INCOME. ------------
To Office Administration and Secretarial. . £260 0 0 By Growers' Contribution . . . . . . 

, Board Members' Fees and Expenses 105 6 0 , Packing Shed Registration Fees 
, Printing and Stationery . . . . . . . . 35 15 3 , Interest ............... . 
, Postag-es, Telegrams and Telephone 16 11 6 
, General Expenses ........... , 13 13 0 
, Conference Expenses . . . .. . . . . 71 14 0 
, Audit Fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 5 0 
, Excess of Income Over Expenditure 275 8 0 

Sundry Creditors . . . . . . 
Excess of Assets Over Lia

bilities-as at 1st J anu
ary, 1952 . . . . . . . . 

Add Excess of Income over 
Expenditure for year 
ended 31st December, 
1952 ........... . 

1,220 13 10 

275 8 0 

£783 12 9 

£4 16 8 

1,496 1 10 

Cash at Bank . . . . 
Cash in Hand .. 

Office Furniture . . . . . . 

5 
1 

£759 15 
5 0 

18 17 

9 
0 
0 

£783 12 9 

1,498 18 
2 0 

6 
0 

£1,500 18 6 £1,500 18 6 ______ , ___ __:::.:::::.::.::...::.:;.__::_.! ________ -:---:-:-____ ...:..:.:.::::.::.....::::.....;; 
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a.9.lfl.a. 
Mildura District Council 

Mr. L. G. Cameron was chairman at meeting of 
the Council, which discussed a number of items. 
It was decided to approach the Department of Com
merce and the Packers' Association to expedite 
earlier grade fixings, and to appeal to growers to deliver 
fruit as early as possible for this purpose. It was 
resolved to recommend to -Branches that field days 
should be organised in each district centre. A motion 
was carried that the Council should advocate, through 
State Conference, that voting at Federal Council should 
be on a sfmple majority basis or on a reallocation of 
voting power. Council passed an affirmation of the 
principles of bulk buying by the United Kingdom and 
endorsed the undertaking given by Messrs. P. Malloch 
and A. G. Watt, of the Export Control Board in London, 
to Mr. McEwen, Minister for Commerce and Agriculture, 
approving of the sale of Australian Dried Fruit to the 
United Kingdom under the present system of bulk 
buying ~o long as the· U.S. Government subsidises 
American Dried Fruit sales in Europe. 

Mildura District Dried Fruits Association 

A well-attended meeting heard Mr. P. Malloch, 
M.B.E., Chairman of the A.D.f.'.A.· Board of Manage
ment, speak on his recent overseas visit, and problems 
to be surmounted in price discussion with the U.K. 
Ministry of Food. - Messrs. J. Henshilwood, N. Johnson, 
W. Morris and J. Newman were appointed to a 
sub-committee to conduct a Gadget Field Day, which 
will probably be held on 24th June. Cr. J. R. Gordon 
was granted leave of absence for his visit to the U.K. 

S.A. River Council 

A motion recommending to The A.D.F.A. Board of 
Management that a sub-committee ~hould be set up 
to examine the future of U.K. marketing, should U.K. 
bulk buying terminate, was carried at a meeting of the 
Council. (This request has been passed to the 
Export Control Board, whose responsibility it is 
to gauge overseas marketing trends-Editor "News.") 
A motion was also passed recommending· improvements 
in the present system of delivery of ballot papers for 
Export Control Board elections. 

Renmark 

Mr. H. D. Howie was re-elected Chairman of the 
Renmark Branch at its meeting on 3rd March. A 
deficiency of 50. pickers in the total of growers' require
ments for harvest labour was reported. The Chairman 
stated that approximately 2000 tons of fruit would be 
packed in fibre boxes this year, and that all packing 
houses had b~en asked if they required a supply. On 
the question of the setting of standard picking weights 
in Arbitration Committee information on piece-work 
picking, it was decided that the matter was one for 
employer and employee, and that rates advertised were 
for guidance only. 

Western Australia 

At the meeting last August the local exeCutive was 
directed to conduct a poll on the advisability of delivery 
payments and regular bi-monthly payments on Dried 
Fruits. The result of the poll is a two-to-one majority 
in favour of continuance of the cunent payments to 
growers, but growers generally want to receive an 
earlier final payment on their proceeds. It is anticipated 
that through adverse conditions caused by sun-scorch 
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followed by rain, the State Dried Fruit production will 
be considerably lower than last year, estimates varying 
from 1600 to 2000 tons of Currants. On his return 
from overseas Mr. A. G. Watt presided over the general 
meeting of the Association held at Herne Hill. Mr. 
Watt gave an interesting account of his observations 
of the Dried Fruits Industry in other parts of the world, 
cov~ring gTowing, packing and marketing, 

' ExecUtive Appointments 
Moorook: H. T. Loxton (Chairman), F. E. Gibson 

(Secretary), G. Scott, J.P. Fromm, E. P. Wachtel, A. J. 
Knispel. 

Mypolonga: S. A. Burrett (Chairman), H. L. Lace 
(Secretary), D. A. Oborn, M. 0. Prosser, W. E. Noles, 
A. C. Wright. 

Wirrimah: J. Allen (Chairman), J. Guymer (Secre
tary), D. H. Martill, R. 0. Ere e. 

Mid-Murray. Valley. District CounCil: E. E. Lloyd 
(Chairman), E. W. Lewis (Secretary), S. L. G. Bishop 
(Executive Officer). 

S.A. River Council: H. D. Howie (Chairman), D. 
Balfour Ogilvy (Secretary), E. D. Sims, E. N. Seary, 
H. H. Stone, J. McKay, J. V. Foot, C. W. Till, J. R. 
Jemison, F. R. Francis, H. T. Loxton, A. B. Busbridge, 
K. A. Dunk, R. M. Simes, J. L. Wetherall, C. E. M. 
Tonkin. 

McLaren Flat: R. F. Trott (Chairman), R. Ward aud 
F. S. Crawford (Vice-Chairmen), E. S. Dennis (Secre
tary), T. B. Rake, P. T. Wait, P. C. Moritz, C. F. Trott. 

Red Cliffs: F. T. Hand (Chairman), E. C. Orton 
(Deputy-Chairman), I. G. Cameron (Secretary), C. L. 
Carey, W. Cavendish, R. J. A. Bradford, H. V. Davey, 
J. H. Gordon, A. E. Hazel, H. Youngs. 

S.A. Prune Growers' Association: R. F. Trott (Chair
man), D. W. Haynes (Secretary), E. S. Dennis, "J, H. 
Klar, D. Trescowthick, C. Thorn, A. J. Chapman, F. 
Cockington, W. H. Penna. 

Tongala: G. B. Graham (President), R. Hunter (Vice
President), D. E. Barry Wood (Secretary). 

Angaston: B. J. S. Ninnes '(Chairman), D. Trescow
thick (Secretary and Treasurer), E. R. Radford (Vice
President), D. Farmer (Auditor), A. J. Chapman, W. G. 
Ahrens, L. S. Plush, C. Thorn, A. Boehm, C. B. Robin, 
G. W. Chinner, R. D. Thorn, P. J. Pettman, R. Young, 
H. V. Lunn, F. Chapman~ R. J. Wall and W. Suffield. 

Pyap: H. R. Reichstein (Chainnan), C. E. M. Tonldn 
(Secretary), W. S. Pontt, L. 0. Pontt, A. A. E. Tonkin, 
W. B. Goodes, J. Dawley. 

Liaison with Growers 
Consideration was given by Board of Management 

members to visiting various producing areas so as to 
meet growers and impart to them at first hand details 
of Industry problems and A.D.F.A. activities.' The 
Chairman advised that he had already visited Branches 
in the Mildura, Merbein, Red Cliffs and Renmark areas 
and reported that he had arranged to visit the Mid
Murray Valley district' on the 1st May and the Berri
Barmera area on the . 3rd July. Messrs. L. B. O'Don
nell and J. H. Gordon will visit Robinvale on the 
15th June, and Goodnight and Bungunyah the fol
lowing day. It was decided that the General Sec
retary should al'l'ang-e ,_with the Non-Irrigated Coun
cil, S.A., suitable dates for Messrs. Simes and Stone 
to visit the Angaston, McLaren Vale and Clare districts 
or alternatively a date for a combined meeting of ali 
these districts. The Chairman announced that he 
intended to visit Western Australia in early September 
ar:companied by Mr. J. H. Gordon. ' 
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flaxatio.n 
Income Tax 

Following on the representations made by the Board 
of Management, both in correspondence to the Commis
sioner of Taxation in Canbena and by personal visit to. 
the Victorian Deputy Commissioner, concerning the 
hardship Dried Fruits growers would experience in 
endeavom·ing to correctly assess provisional income at 
the 31st March in each year, as at that date growet·s 
were completely taken up with lmrveSting, and in any 
case would not know the values of fruit on which to 
make their calculations, it is pleasing to learn that the 
Federal Government has now recognised the difficulty 
that the large body of primary producers would experi
ence, and has announced important relaxations. 

A circular dated the 27th March, issued by the Vic
torian Deputy Commissioner, has been received, and being 
most important, is quoted in full for the information of 
growers. 

Statement by the Treasurer. 

The Commonwealth Treasurer, Sir Arthur Fadden, 
announced in Canberra to-day important relaxations relat
~ng to self-assessment of provisional tax. 

In future, self-assessment of prOvisional tax will be 
completely voluntary. 

Sir Arthur recalled that less than a year ago changes 
had been made in the system with the object of enabling 
people to assess their own provisional tax for the follow.., 
ing year. People were, however, obliged to make an 
estimate of what their income was likely to be. 

In future, however, whether he makes an estirnate or 
not will be entirely at the option of the taxp·ayeT. If a 
man is content to have his provisional tax assessed on 
the basis of the previous year's income, then he will 
merely accept the taxable income shown on his assess
ment form and no question of penalty will arise. It is 
probable that most people will do this. 

If _he thinks that his income will be lower this year 
than last year, then it will probably be to his advantage 
to make his own estimate of what his income will be, 
and to assess his provisional tax on this lower figure. 
In this case there must be some safeguard against those 
people who will be. tempted to postpone their tax pay
ments by under-estimating their income. People who 
under-estimate their income by more than 20% will be 
liable to an extra payment designed as a penalty for the 
late payment. 

In shm·t, the position is that the taxpayer is no longer 
obliged to make an estimate of his income, but if he 
thinks that it is to his advantage to do so then the 
estimate which he makes must not be grossly inaccurate 
in his own favour. 

If a man thinks that his income is likely to be greater 
this year than last year, he can, if he likes, pay his 
provisional tax on the basis of his last year's income· 
or if he prefers, he can submit his own higher estimat~ 
and pay on that basis. But in either case there is no 
question of any penalty. 

, The only occasion when there is any question of a 
penalty is where a taxpayer under-estimates his income 
downwards by more than 20%, i.e., when he chooses to 
provide an estimate which turns Olit to be very inaccurate 
and favourable to himself. 

Thes~ changes have all been designed with the object 
of helpmg taxpayers yvho are required to pay provisional 
t~x. They ~hould }?rmg about a considerable simplifica
tion, and will be a real advantage to the business com
munity. 

Assessment forms sent out in future will explain the 
detail of this matter. 
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(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

Outline of the Proposed System. 

The Commissioner will calculate the provisional tax 
on tho basis of last year's income and include that 
tax in the notice of assessment as at present. 
The taxpayer can accept and ·pay that amount of 
provisional tax, or, at his option (exercised before 
'the due date), can vary the amount by tecalculatip_g 
it on the basis of his estimated income. 
If a taxpayer elects to self-assess, _he will be 1·equired 
to supply the Commissioner with a statement setting 
out his estimated income at the time of payment 
of the adjusted amount, i.e., on the due date for 
payment. 
The provision making 31st March the earliest due 
date for payment of provisional tax cases will be 
retained. 
No penalty will apply to a taxpayer who a-ccepts the 
basis of last year's income, or to a taxpayer whose 
self-assessment was based on an amount of income 
at least equal to last year's income. 
Where a taxpayer exercises an option to self-assess 
arid, as a result, underpays by more than 20%, the 
penalty as now provided in the law will operate, but 
subject to the limitation in item (g). 
In any case where :,t penalty is imposed it will be 
based on the difference between the estimated income 
and four-fifths of last year's income, or the difference 
between the estimated income and four-fifths of the 
actu,al income, whichever difference is the smaller. 
The Commissioner_ will retain the power to reject a 
self-assessment and require payment on the basis 
of last year's income. 

(i) The Commissioner will retain_ discretionary power to 
remit penalties in special circumstances. 

Changes in Procedure 

The practice hitherto has been £or a work sheet to be 
issued with all provisional notices of assessment. This 
will be discontinued in future, and the notices will be 
accompanied by a brief instruction ~heet, infoTming the 
taxpayer of the fact that self-assessment is completely 
optional, and advising him of the necessary action to be 
taken, whether he accepts the departmental amount of 
pTovisional tax, or decides to recalculate his provisional 
tax. 

If he decides to accept the amount of provisional tax 
shown in the notice of assessment, he should sign the 
notice, and return aU three copies to this office with a 
remittance for the amo,unt payable by the due date. 

If he thinks that the departmental amount of provisional 
tax is greater or less than the amount for which he will 
be liable, because of a variation in his income, he may 
recalculate the amount on the basis of his estimated 
income, at any time before the due date shown in the 
notice of assessment. If the taxpayer desires to recal
culate, a work sheet is available to assist him with his 
calculations. He may obtain this work sheet· by com
pleting and returning to this office the tear-off portion 
of the instruction sheet, which will in future be for
warded with notices of assessment. Income having been 
estimated, and tax l'ecalculated, the figures should be 
transferred from the work sheet to the notice of assess
ment, the am-ount payable should be adjusted accordingly, 
and the sig·ned notice should be forwarded to this office 
with the necessary remittance. The work sheets are 
issued for the convenience of the taxpayer, and should 
not be returned to this office with the· notice of assess
ment. 

The revised work sheets will be substantially similar 
to the forms 207 and 208 previously used. The instruc-
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tions appearing thereon Will, of com·se, be altered, and 
the opportunity has been taken of providing a columnar 
division of classes of income, with provision for business 
and concessional deductions to be deducted from esti
mated gross income in order to arriv.e at estimated taxable 
income. Supplies of the WOl'k sheets will be available 
within a fortnight. As regards tax agents, if they desire 
the official 'work sheets, it would be preferable for them 
to apply for a bulk supply rather than to make individual 
applications on behalf of those clients who decide to 
self -assess. 

As self-assessment of ·provisional tax will now be com
pletely voluntary, it is expected that the work of tax 
age:hts will be much simplified, and your co-operation is 
sought in ensuring that the assessment notices of clients 
are duly signed and retm·ned ,by the due date acCom
panied with the remittances of the tax. 

WEEKLY TAX INSTALMENT 
DEDUCTIONS FROM WAGES 

A notification has been received from the Victorian 
Deputy Commissioner of Taxation (Mr. J. A. Neale) 
drawing attention to offences committed against the 
Income Tax Assessment Act in respect of weekly deduc
tions fl'om the wages of employees: 

Mr. Neale points out that fruitgrowers and other 
primal'y producers must make weekly deductions from 
the wages of all employees, whether p.ermanent, seasonal 
or piece workers, where wages paid are in excess of £2 
per week. ·The amount to be deducted from an employee's 
wages can be readily ascertained by reference to a tax 
instalment deduction schedule, a copy of which can be. 
obtained' fl'om any post office. In all cases where an 
employee desires to obtain the benefit of lower weekly . 
deductions due to the maintenance of dependants, he must 
complete and lodge with his employer a Dependants' 
Declaration. In the absence of this Declaration, the 
employer must make weekly deductions from the wages 

of the employee on the basis that he is a single man 
with no dependants. 

During recent inspections in country towns it W3.s 
discovered that many employers were committing the 
following offences:-
1. Not making weekly deductions from wages. 
2. Maki11g deductions weekly, but not purchasing· and 

affixing tax stamps in a tax stamps book every four 
weeks. 

3. No.t obtaining dependants' declarations fro_m employees. 
These offences are viewed in a serious light by the 

department, and when detected the offending employers 
are prOsecuted. 

He asked for the co-operation of all employe1·s, and 
requested that they have their records relating to wages 
paid and tax deductions made readily available at the 
time of an inspector's call. 

PAY ROLL TAX ... 
The following extract from the Associated Chambers 

of ManufactureS of Australia, "Canberra Letter" No. 
645, of the 6th January, is of interest in view of The 
A.D.F.A.'s approach to the Federal Treasurer for some 
alleviation from the incidence of Pay Roll Tax. 

"This tax upon wages, salal'ies and employment is 
coining more and more into disrepute as the- months pass. 
It has been roundly condemned by both Opposition and 
Government members in State as well as general parlia
mentary circles. 

Many Federal members hold the opinion that abolition 
of the Pay Roll Tax would give a relief to production costs 
comparable with a reduction of 10/- in the basic wage. 
They believe also that there would -be no ultimate loss 
of revenue involved in its abolition, as it would remove 
an impediment to industry and increase other tax returns. 
Obviously, too, administrative costs of all governments 
would benefit from the reduction in costs that would 
follow.'' 

------------------

SALES TAX ON 
PASTRYCOOK LINES 

During 1952 this Association became concerned at the
,decline in the use of Dried Vine Fruits in Australia, par
ticularly by the pastrycOok h·ade. 

Manufacturers in Australia normally bought about 
one half of the total Commonwealth sales for the produc
tion of fruit cake and other pastry lines, but in recent 
years this proportiOn has not been maintained, due to 
consumer l'esistance to hig-h prices caused by increased 
operating costs. It is alarming t'o .Australian Dried Fruits 
gTowers, over 98 o/o of which are represented by this 
Association, to find that pastrycook lines containing Dried 
Fruits al'e being forsaken by the consumer for lines such 
as plain and sponge cakes because they are less costly 
to buy. 

It is vital that the market for Dried Fruits through 
manufacturers be retained, and indeed be expanded, and 
it is felt that one way of doing this is to remove Sales 
Tax entirely from pastrycook lines containing· D1·ied 
Fruits. 

It seems that an anomaly exists in that Dried Fruits 
when purchased retail ar~ not subject to Sales Tax, yet 
when included in certain manufactured lines, their value 
forms part of the Sales Tax structure. The anomaly is 
more pronounced in that other manufactured lines con
taining Dried Fruits are exempt from the tax. 

The aspect of cost in the sale of cake and allied lines 
is not confined wholly to· the Australian consumer, for 
over the last few years there has been a steady decline 
in overseas mat·kets for these items of Australian manu
facture.~ The decline may be attributed entirely to com
petition from overseas manufacturers on the score of 
cost. The following figures clearly show this decline in 
1·espect to cake exports from Australia:-
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Year Ended Lbs. Value 

30/6/50 .... 16,817,557 £1,556,667 
30/6/51 .... 6,253,671 567,549 
30/6/52 .... 5,734,500 579,169 
For 6 Months 
ended 31/12/52 2,646,234 303,852 
Of the foregoing quantities, proportions up to 45%-

50 r;;-_, represent Dried Fruits, so that it will be seen that 
through this avenue alone there has been a conside1·able 
decline in Dried Fruits consumption. 

The strong opinion is held that the removal of Sales 
Tax from fruit cake and allied lines will induce pastry
cooks to develop these lines more strongly than they 
are prepared to do under existing Sales Tax requirements. 

The Australian Association of Pastl·ycooks are con
cerned at the decline in the prosperous conditions of 
their Industry. They have emphasised to The A.D.F.A. 
that the abolition of Sales TaX on all pastrycook lines 
will restore prosperity to the trade, increase employment, 
and increase consumption of raw foodstuffs. The latter 
has Particular significance to Dried Fruits growers. 

It cannot be stressed too strongly the importance which 
this Association attaches to the consumptive and buying 
capacity of the Australian market. To an Industry such 
as Dried Fruits, which has an aveTage exportable surplus 
of ove;r 70 o/o of its production, sold at prices showing 
barely, and sometimes less than, costs of production, the 
development of the Australian market is essential. The. 
abolition of Sales Tax, as suggested, will not only assist 
in this development, but will be interpreted by the Indus
try as an indication of the Federal Government's interest 
in maintaining its economic well-being. 

A letter on the foregoing lines has been sent by the 
Board of Management to the Federal Treasurer, and 
copies of the letter have been sent to all Federal M's.P. 
representing producing areas. It is hoped that the forth
coming Budget will remove the anomaly mentioned. 
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(Continued from page 24.) 

DRIED FRUITS YIELDS 
In "Vine Tree and Farm" of the 4th May, 1953, issue 

' of "SunraYsia Daily," .Mr. A. V. ~yon, .who was Officer 
in Charge of Merbein Research StatiOn p~10r to the present 
Officer in Charge, Mr. F. Penman, discussed at. so~e 
length the estimating of a season's pack. The ~rtlcle. IS 

1·_eprinted here, as it expl~ins some of the. difficulties 
encountered before and durmg harvest to obtam accurate 
.estimates. 

A close estimate of the total of the Aust~ali_an Dried 
Fruits Pack is possible at this stage; and 1t lS put at 
92,000 tons. (The estimate now stan_ds. at more. than 
94,0·0o'" tons.-Editor "New~.") P!ehmmar.Y. es~1mates 
are always of interest to Dried Ftmt authorities, mclud
ing The A.D.F.A. and the Export Control Board; .and 
the methods by which the early estimates we~e obtai!led 
are certainly capable of improvemept. The maJor reqmre
ment is a static acreage to deal w1th, an~ ~ good sea,son 
to realise the crop in sight. These condtttons prevatled 
-for a period between 1930 and 1940, and the early 
estimates of the total Australian pack were close to the 
actual realisation. New areas co~ing int<? bearing, ~nd 
~ineyard losses, increase the d1ffic~lty m . forecastmg 
yields. This year The A.D.F.A. were advtsed at the 
Pre-harvest period that the total pack "should not be less 
than 90 000 " and this will prove close to the mark. 
Difficulti~s i~ the estima~e t~is year inc.lu~ed . disease 
losses an undetermined diVersiOn to the diStll~eries, and 
late ~aturation, which Tequired a very good ~rymg .season. 
Light distillery deliveries . and a se~son m whiCh the 
crop on the vines was realised, contribute largely to the 
-correct estimate. 

The major factors on which an estimate ~s base.d are
(1) The percentage of fl'uitful buds, available. m June 

·usually; (2) the development of the potential cr?p, 
-dependent on season; and (3) the lo~ses from product~on 
hazards including diseases and ram on . the maturmg 
crops. 'The early estimate is given as t~e "potential , 
yield" because the .factors 2 and 3 are undisclosed when 
the estimate is made. 

Basis of Estimates 
The bud count is based on the percentage of fruit 

buds of the total buds on the bearing canes of the 
Sultana. The examination is made by the Research 
Station, Merbein. All the buds op a Sultana do not 
. sprout, and the validity of the es~imate is based on the 
assumption that among the sproutmg shoots the propor
tion of fruitful buds is similar to that secured by bud 
examination of the total buds. The comparison can be 
made in late September, by taking out the proportion 
of fruit bearing shoots in the new growth. The Septe~
ber count over a number of ·years has closely approxi
mated that of the May bud count. The possibility that 
fruitful growth is in different proportions to that of 
the total buds has been examined at the Research Station; 
and the extent of variation from the bud-count expec-, 
tation has been noted. 

The calculations are based on similar principles to 
those of a "Gallup Poll" which involves taking a sample 
large enough to ensure' that results closely approximate 
the proportions of fruitful buds in the total of all vines. 
It has been noted that the number of bunches on a vine 
is a major factor in total yields, which in the May 
-examination of buds and the September examination 
of shoots gives the "potential yield." This estimate is 
-valid only when seasonal development is normal, and 
production hazards, including diseases and rain, are 
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insignificant. As the season advances, the losses . f~·om 
hazards are estimated and deducted from the ongmal 
exPectations. 

Present Day. Estimates 
The sample taken has been increased to insure greater 

liability. On the ·other hand, additional plantings, with 
vines coming into bearing at all stages, increases the 
difficulty of estimating total pack; and this difficulty 
will persist while extensions of planting is· of a large 
order. For the final estimation of total pack, variations 
in estimate of total yield is based solely on the number 
of bunches expected. Its success is due to the fact that 
the relation of yield to the number of bunches prevails 
in most seasons, excepting when seasonal losses have 
been heavy. 

In regard to seasonal hazards these include frosts, 
vine diseases, hot winds, hail and rain on the grapes 
when: ripe or nearly ripe. Such losses can be estimated 
with reasonable accuracy, in reference to the total pack, 
when they are limited .to a small proportion- of Dried 
Fruit growers. This was exemplified last season, which was 
conducive to development of vine diseases. Most gTowers 
held the dihease in check, with a small proportion losing 
heavily. There is now a request for re-examination of 
yield estimates, and the methods of the survey. Experi
ence indie3.tes that the survey of "potential yield" 
based on bud examination in autumn _and bunch counts 
in spring, "covers the requirements at the early stages. 
As losses of some kind occur in many years, the pro
gressive estimates during the season, taking losses intO 
account, remain difficult; but could be improved by 
further field surveys for a more accurate determination 
of-losses. 

Sultana Bud Examination, 1953 

This week the "News" received from Mr. F. Penman 
the result of the microscopical examination made by 
Messrs. W. J. Webster, A. J. Antcliff and P. May, of the 
Research Station, and arrived opportunely for this issue. 

As in previous years, a microscopical examination 
has been carried out on the buds of Sultana canes 
sampled from the Sunraysia district. This year the' 
percentage fruitfulness (to bud 14) was 45.1, and the 
mean bunch primordium size was 0.205 square milii
metres. The table compares these figures with those 
from previous years . 

Year 

1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 

Percentage 
Fruitfulness 

51.5 
43.7 
32.0 
64.2 
33.8 
46.2 
70.0 
45.1 

Mean 
Primordium Size 

0.263 
0:206 
0.215 
0.262 
0.207 
0.221 

. 0.322 
0.205 

In overall fruitfulness, 'this year is comparable with 
1951, but the distribution of fruitful buds along the 
cane is different. A graph drawn to represent percentage 
fruitfulness at each bud position shows that while the 
1951 curve rose steeply from bud 3 to a maximum of 
70% at bud 6, and then fell away uniformly to bud 14, 
the 1953 curve rose less steeply from bud 3 to a maxi
mum of 60% between buds 8-12 and then fell away 
towards the end of the cane. A fruitfulness of 45.1 
per cent indicates that there is little danger of over
loading the vines by laying down extra canes. 
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