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The past few weeks show how quickly 
things can change. Widespread rains in 
Queensland and New South Wales and 
useful falls in both Victoria and South 
Australia have seen water allocations for 
2009/10 continue to improve. This must 
surely help the outlook for 2010/2011in 
regard to water allocation. 

However, the rain has impacted on fruit 
colour and will affect the grades of dried 
grapes being delivered to processors. 
These grade impacts will reduce prices 
paid to growers, many of whom are 
reporting reduced yields on 2009.

The topic of water, whether it is rain 
falling, or irrigation entitlements, is 
definitely on everyone’s lips at the 
moment.

The Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
(MDBA) approach to development of a 
Basin Plan and the setting of Sustainable 
Diversion Limits (SDLs) is currently my 
greatest concern. The ADFA Board shares 
this view and sees this matter as one of 
the industry’s highest priorities. 

In recent times we joined with a number 
of other horticultural industries including 
wine grapes, table grapes, citrus and 
almonds to formulate a joint response 
to the MDBA Issues Paper on SDLs. Our 
combined force has also been a benefit 
when meeting with the consultant who 
is preparing a profile on the Sunraysia 
region for the MDBA.

I believe the MDBA is rushing the 
development of a draft Basin Plan by 
mid-2010 and that this action poses a 
real threat to the dried grape industry as 
well as the other horticulture industries 
reliant on the Murray-Darling system for 
irrigation water supply. 

The MDBA process appears to be flawed 
as we are currently seeing the parallel 
development of SDLs and how they will 
be implemented, at the same time as 
various socio-economic analyses on 
potential industry and community impacts 
are being conducted. 

In April I will be travelling to Canberra 
to voice our concerns at an MDBA 
information session.

I find it hard to envisage how it will be 
possible for the MDBA to take account of 
the results of the socio-economic studies 
and influence the final determinations 
for SDLs – even if the need for change is 
clearly shown to exist.

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 

(ADFA) will continue to respond to these 
and other issues on behalf of dried fruit 
growers and will use our connections with 
the National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) to 
lobby government.

Aside from issues relating to the Basin 
Plan, the ADFA Board has been working 
towards a new Industry/ADFA Strategic 
Plan, attending to changes in plant 
biosecurity infrastructure and considering 
the future of the Victorian and Murray 
Valley Vine Improvement Association and 
vine breeding issues. 

More information on these and other 
Board issues can be found on page 24, or 
at the ADFA Annual Conference 2010 to 
be held on Monday 21 June, 2010.

The AGM for financial ADFA members will 
commence at 10am and be followed at 
1.30pm by the Annual Growers’ Forum 
which is open to all growers and industry 
stakeholders and includes a wide range of 
presentations. 

This is your chance to hear reports on 
levy-funded research and development 
and marketing projects and your 
opportunity to question the Board’s 
activities and have a say in the way your 
industry is progressing.

I encourage you all to put the conference 
date into your diary and take an active 
role in your industry’s future.

Mark King 
ADFA Chairman

Water issues keep 
Board busy
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Nick Muraca
ATGA CHAIRMAN

The 2009/10 table grape harvest is 
quickly coming to an end and as I 
reflect on the past few months it is 
clearly visible that the good fortunes of 
last season were not repeated this year. 

While production and sales from the 
early regions was quite acceptable, the 
same cannot be said for the rest of the 
growing areas. 

The Sunraysia district, which produces 
the bulk of the volume of table 
grapes in Australia had yields slashed 
compared to last year.

Some growers claim that their 
production is down by as much as 
60 to 70% on the bumper crops of 
last year and there is no doubt that 
these growers will face some financial 
difficulty in the time leading up to the 
next harvest. 

Normally, a lower volume of available 
fruit leads to higher prices, but this 
has not been the case. The growing 
conditions have not been conducive to 
growing good quality product and with 
consistency also a problem, prices have 
generally remained low. 

But that is the nature of farming and 
we must take the highs with the 
lows. If anything is to be learned from 
this season, it is that we cannot be 
complacent and we must factor the 
cyclic nature of horticulture into our risk 
management to enable us to carry on 
until the good seasons return, as they 
surely will. 

Although the major impact will be 
felt by those who grow table grapes 
in Sunraysia, the entire industry will 
feel the ongoing effects through 
reduced capacity to fund research and 
development. 

The table grape Industry Advisory 
Committee (IAC) met recently and 
realising that there will be fewer levies 
collected as a result of lower volume, 
decided to spend much less on new 
promotion and research & development 
projects in order to meet existing 
commitments and maintain the required 
operations of the Australian Table Grape 
Association (ATGA).

Meanwhile the ATGA has been busy 
working towards gaining market access 
into China, Korea and Japan.

At a workshop held in April last year 

it was decided to restructure the 
Horticulture Market Access Committee 
(HMAC) to a new body known as the 
Office of Horticulture Market Access 
(OHMA). Cross industry funding 
would provide the injection of funds 
needed for OHMA to work closely 
with industries and advise Biosecurity 
Australia on market access issues. 

The table grape, citrus and stone fruit 
industries depend on new markets to 
help maintain prices for the growing 
volume of fruit being produced. 
However, all three industries felt market 
access progress has been slow and 
requested a meeting with Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) Chief Executive Officer 
John Lloyd and HAL Chair Selywn Snell.

As a result of that meeting table 
grapes have one of the seven industry 
representatives on the OHMA.

The ATGA nominated well known and 
respected horticulturist and exporter 
David Minnis. Mr Minnis has been 
accepted on OHMA and on behalf of the 
Australian table grape industry I would 
like to congratulate him and thank him.

Until next time thanks for your 
continued support. 

Nick Muraca 
ATGA Chairman

Season ends poorly for 
Sunraysia
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Approximately 
40% of the 
Mildura 15km 
suspension zone 
is located in New 
South Wales and 
encompasses 
significant host 
fruit plantings 
including 
eggplant, tomato 
and capsicum, 
as well as citrus 
and table and 
wine grapes. 
Staff from the 
NSW Department 
of Industry and 
Investment have 
committed to 
the eradication 
program and are working alongside their 
Victorian counterparts.

At the height of operations approximately 
65 DPI staff and contractors were 
deployed to undertake pest eradication 
activities including larval searching, 
fruit stripping, chemical baiting and 
communications. Approximately 926 
kilograms of fruit was stripped from 
754 sites within 1.5km of the outbreak 
epicentre. Thirty-nine further insect 
specimens have been collected and 
sent to the Department’s reference 
entomologist for identification. None of 
these have been identified as QFF.

The management of fruit fly within Victoria 
is undertaken in accordance with the 
requirements of the Code of Practice for 
Management of Queensland Fruit Fly, 
which is an internationally-recognised 

The detection of a single gravid (mated) 
female Queensland fruit fly (QFF) in 
Mildura in January necessitated, under 
national guidelines, the declaration of 
a fruit fly outbreak and associated 15 
kilometre suspension zone. In accordance 
with the guidelines, the suspension period 
for domestic trade would apply for a 
period equal to one QFF generation plus 
28 days. 

The detection of a further single fly 
at Buronga (2.5km from the outbreak 
epicentre) on 3 February extended the 
outbreak suspension period until 27 April, 
2010. 

This is the first fruit fly outbreak in Mildura 
for nearly ten years, and certainly a first 
since the region was declared as the 
Greater Sunraysia Pest Free Area (PFA) in 
2006.

DPI response
Due to the importance of the PFA status 
to local fruit producers, the Secretary 
of the Department of Primary Industries 
(DPI) Victoria declared the response to 
this outbreak as being a number one 
priority for DPI and emergency response 
provisions were enacted.  

Emergency response provisions 
enable local DPI managers to access 
resources across the state in order 
to support and relieve local staff 
involved in the management of 
the incident. Emergency response 
provisions also provide operational 
guidelines to enable stabilisation of the 
situation, implementation of business 
contingencies, commencement of the 
actual recovery process, and the return to 
normal business services.

The impact of Queensland fruit fly
By Lyn Jacka

standard for the management of this pest 
in Australia’s PFAs.

Zones
Under Victorian and NSW legislation 
a 15km suspension zone is declared, 
restricting the movement of all locally-
produced host fruit from the zone. 
Restrictions are applied to ensure that the 
integrity of the ‘area free’ PFA outside of 
15 kilometres is maintained.  

An 80km suspension zone is in place 
to satisfy markets with more stringent 
import conditions, such as Tasmania. 

Reinstatement
The impact of the Mildura outbreak on 
the table grape industry was significant 
as it occurred at the very beginning of 
harvest and disrupted exports to New 
Zealand in particular. The reinstatement 
date for markets, including New Zealand, 
is 27 April, 2010, as the criterion is for 
one generation plus 28 days or 12 weeks; 
whichever is longest. The reinstatement 
date for the domestic market is 27 April, 
2010, providing no further flies are 
detected.

A further QFF outbreak has been declared 
on February 10 at Barham, which is on 
the most southern boundary of the PFA. 
Being in NSW, this outbreak is under NSW 
management, with additional resourcing 
and assistance provided by DPI Victoria. 

The AQIS website provides detailed 
and current information on export 
requirements and can be found by 
visiting www.aqis.gov.au/phyto/asp/
ex_DocumentList.asp.

Lyn Jacka is the Senior Pest Free Area 
Coordinator at DPI Mildura.

Cover story

A larval search team inspected properties in Mildura.

The gravid female fly (dissected) that was trapped in the 
Mildura trapping grid and triggered the outbreak.
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to fumigate consignments 
with methyl bromide 
or to complete a cold 
disinfestation treatment for 
up to 20 days,” Mr Scott 
said. 

“Grapes are normally air 
freighted to New Zealand, 
but with additional 
quarantine treatments 
required neither options 
were economically 
acceptable.”

Mr Scott said the outbreak demonstrated 
the importance of pest management and 
the need for greater public awareness. 

There is no doubt that being in the Greater 
Sunraysia Pest Free Area (PFA) was a clear 
advantage, he said.

Located within the existing Fruit Fly 
Exclusion Zone (FFEZ), the PFA is a more 
robust and intense program that targets 
production areas. It features a tracking grid 
which allows early detection of fruit flies in 
the area and because of the importance to 
trade, authorities are quick to respond to 
any incursion enabling eradication before 
an infestation takes hold.

Mr Scott said the PFA was an important 
tool in market access negotiations and the 
ATGA was fighting to have it recognised by 
overseas authorities.

“If we did not have the PFA I don’t think 
authorities would have been as quick to 

The discovery of a single fruit fly in Mildura 
could not have come at a worse time for 
table grape growers in the region.

Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
many growers were beginning harvest of 
Menindee and were set to export fruit to 
New Zealand, but those plans had to be 
put on hold.

“The ATGA reacted quickly to the outbreak 
and immediately began discussions with 
Department of Primary Industries Victoria, 
New South Wales Department of Industry 
and Investment and AQIS.

“We were very fortunate to get a 15 
kilometre exclusion zone, as it could have 
been up to 80km; however that still meant 
that about 200 growers were affected,” 
he said. 

“We were also able to get emergency 
procedures put in place which enabled 
growers to complete a self check for fruit 
flies and sign a plant health declaration 
stating they were free of fruit flies.

“This put the onus back on growers to 
make sure they did the right thing and to 
date I am pleased to say they have.”

However, the measures did not help 
exports to New Zealand and this year 
that market was effectively lost for those 
growers within the exclusion zone.

“New Zealand authorities required all 
growers within the 15km exclusion zone 

Industry bears the blow of QFF 
outbreak

respond and the entire industry could have 
been threatened if fruit fly numbers had 
been allowed to build up.

“It only takes one piece of infested fruit 
laden with a number of fruit fly maggots 
to devastate an entire production area,” 
he said.

“A single female adult can lay up to 800 
eggs in its lifetime. Combined with a 
rapid breeding cycle, this can result in a 
population of over 700,000 flies in one 
season.”

Mr Scott said if unchecked flies could 
quickly disperse throughout the region, 
resulting in unsaleable crops, and loss of 
markets. 

“We are lucky that there were only two 
flies found and that baiting treatments 
have effectively eradicated the pest from 
our region.”

Know your pest - Queensland fruit fly (QFF) Bactrocera tryoni)
Distribution
QFF is native to 
Australia and 
was originally 
found in tropical 
and subtropical 
r a i n f o r e s t s . 
Able to breed 
in a wide range 
of imported 

cultivated fruits, the pest moved down 
the coast with European colonisation 
and today permanently inhabits parts of 
the Northern Territory, Queensland, New 
South Wales and the eastern corner of 
Victoria. 

Morphology
The adult QFF is approximately 6-7 
millimetres long, and is wasp-like in 
appearance. 

It has a wing expanse of 10 to 12mm, and 
has mostly transparent wings marked 
with brown. The fly is brown marked with 

yellow. On the thorax a broad creamy, often 
pale, dorsal band runs down the scutellum, 
and there is a well-defined narrow pale 
yellow stripe on each side. The humeri, 
or shoulders, are pale yellow, also. The 
abdomen is constricted at the base, flared 
in the middle, and broadly rounded at the 
tip.

Host range
QFF has a very wide host range of both 
tropical and temperate commercial fruit 
crops.

Life cycle 

As with most insects, there are 
four stages in the life cycle: eggs, 
maggots, pupa and the adult fly. 

1. Egg - white in colour and banana 
shaped. 

2. Maggots - soon after the eggs have been 
laid within the fruit, they hatch and a small 
maggot emerges from each. As the maggot 
feeds it increases in size. It has cutting jaws 

which helps it to tear off pieces of the fruit 
small enough for it to swallow. 

As the maggots tend to eat their way 
towards the centre of the fruit, decay 
begins inside. However, from the outside 
the fruit may look fine. As the maggot 
completes its growth it chews its way 
out of the fruit (which by then has usually 
fallen) and burrows about 2.5 centimetres 
into the soil. 

3. Pupa - here the larvae becomes inactive 
and changes into an oval brown hard pupa. 
The fly develops within the pupa and then 
bursts open the pupal case and tries to 
find a food source.

4. Fly -. Following its feed the flies mate 
and each female then flies off in search of 
ripening fruit which she punctures and lays 
her eggs. The punctures made by the female 
fly are very small and can usually only be 
recognised by an experienced person.

Source: Pest Free Area website 
www.pestfreearea.com.au



8

Dried fruit growers are urged to attend 
the industry’s forthcoming annual 
conference which will provide an 
opportunity to hear presentations from 
senior representatives involved with 
Australian Dried Fruits Association (ADFA), 
National Farmers’ Federation (NFF), 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) and Sunbeam 
Foods.

The ADFA 2010 Annual Conference will 
be held on Monday 21 June, 2010 at the 
Mildura Golf Club.

ADFA General Manager, Phil Chidgzey said 
the 2010 Annual Conference will follow 
the revised format introduced in 2009 and 
comprised two parts – a formal Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) and an Annual 
Growers’ Forum.

He said the ADFA Branch Forum would 
meet several weeks before the annual 
conference.

“The Branch Forum plays a vital role in 
priority setting and policy development for 
the ADFA. It is a grower-only meeting at 

which issues can be considered without 
the influence of processor/marketers 
and referred to the Board or raised at the 
AGM,” Mr Chidgzey said. 

“Branch Forums are held at least twice 
a year and are responsible for selecting 
producer members to be appointed to the 
Board, using a weighted voting system, 
with selections to be ratified at the AGM 
of members.”

Annual Conference 

The 2010 Annual Conference will begin 
at 10am with the AGM. This component 
of the conference is only open to ADFA 
financial members as it deals with 
formal business items such as the Board 
and other reports, audited financial 
statements for 2009/10 and various 
recommendations and resolutions. 

“Importantly, individual members are 
able to question the Board or raise issues 
of concern. This is the best chance for 
members to question the Board directly 
about the past year’s activities or what 
the Board is planning for the future,” Mr 
Chidgzey said.

The second part of the conference, the 
Annual Growers’ Forum, commences at 
1.30pm. 

“This forum is open to all growers levy 
payers and other industry stakeholders,” 
Mr Chidgzey said.

“Designed as an information session, the 

forum includes a range of expert guest 
speakers who will talk on topics that are 
of interest to the industry. Presentations 
at this forum will continue to cover ADFA 
activities, R&D, marketing and current 
issues. 

“It also provides growers with the 
opportunity to see how their R&D and 
marketing levies are being put to use to 
further advance dried grape production,” 
he said.

Nominations sought for 
producer positions on ADFA 
Board
Nominations are being sought for three 
producer positions as the terms of three 
current Board members will expire in 
mid-2010. 

Any financial member of the ADFA can 
nominate for the impending vacant 
positions. The current producer members 
are also able to renominate.

Members interested in nominating should 
contact their local branch or the ADFA 
office (phone 03 5023 5174) to obtain 
an official nomination form. Completed 
nomination forms must be returned to 
the ADFA by close of business on 5 May 
2010, so that appropriate advice can be 
circulated to ADFA branches prior to the 
Branch Forum on 28 May 2010, where the 
selection process will be completed.

Annual dried fruits conference 2010
ADFA Annual Conference

Date: 21 June, 2010

Where: Mildura Golf Club, Mildura, Vic

Time:  10.00am AGM of Members 

 1.30pm Annual Growers’ Forum 

ADFA Branch Forum

Date: 28 May, 2010

Board nominations close 5 May, 2010

April 2010

19 Workplace Relations – NFF 
briefing for ADFA Members

21 Prune fruit quality workshop, Griffith 
Centre for Irrigated Agriculture. Contact: 
Anne Mooney 0400 713 573, Email: 
anne.mooney@industry.nsw.gov.au 

May 2010

5 Closing date for ADFA Board nominations

6 ADFA Board meeting

6-8 Agro-Trend, 7 Kendall’s Road, 
Bundaberg www.agrotrend.com.au/

7-8 Riverina Field Days, Griffith Showgrounds, 
Murrumbidgee Avenue, Griffith NSW. 
Contact: Fiona Beverley (02) 6964 8811, 
Email: riverinafielddays@bigpond.com

12-15 Company Directors Conference, 
Directorship:10, Christchurch, New 
Zealand www.companydirectors.com.au

18-19 Agriculture and Greenhouse Emissions 
Conference 2010, Adelaide Convention 
Centre www.farminstitute.org.au

25-26 Mildura Horticultural Field Days, 

Sunraysia Institute of TAFE site, Benetook 
Avenue, Mildura. Contact: John Hawtin (03) 
5023 5174, Email JHawtin@adfa.asn.au

25-26 Horticulture Australia (HAL) 
Industry Forum, Sydney

28 ADFA Branch Forum

June 2010

8-10 Australian Irrigation Conference and 
Exhibition 2010, Sydney Convention 
& Exhibition Centre, Darling Harbour, 
www.irrigationaustralia.com.au

9-12 Fresh Event 2010, Melbourne 
Convention Exhibition Centre, 
Melbourne. www.freshevent.com.au/

21 ADFA Annual Conference, Mildura Golf Club

24-26 6th International Table Grape Symposium, 
University of California, Davis, California 
US. www.groups.ucanr.org/GoGrapes2010

28-30 6th International Table Grape 
Symposium Technical Tour.

July 2010

8-10  Ag-Grow Field Days, Ag-Grow 

Field Day Site, Capricorn Highway, 
Emerald, Queensland.

16-17  Mudgee Small Farms Field Days, 
Australian Rural Education Centre, 
Ulan Road, Mudgee. Contact: (02) 
6372 3899 www.arec.com.au

August 2010
17-19 Commonwealth Bank AGQUIP Field 

Days, Gunnedah, Queensland. Contact 
:Barry Harley (02) 6768 5800

September 2010
5-7 NFF 2010 National Congress, 

The Grand Hyatt Melbourne. 
www.congress.nff.org.au

15 -16 Riverland field days, Riverland Exhibition 
Centre, Sturt Highway, Barmera. 
Contact Tim Grieger 0409 099 122, 
Email: fieldays@riverland.net.au

29 APIA Annual Conference, Griffith, NSW

 
If you know of an event or industry 
meeting that you think should be included 
in the diary please forward the details 
to  Paula Smith drpsmith@bigpond.com

Events diary



Training Needs for the Table Grape 
Industry’, led to the production of a 
series of table grape training videos 
and pilot training programs which she 
delivered in several local packing sheds.  

She has held various management 
positions at Sunraysia Institute of 
TAFE where she was responsible 
for marketing and communications 
and up until 2006 was employed by 
Tandou Limited as Manager of Human 
Resources and Community Relations. 
For the past three years Ms McTaggart 
has operated her own human resource 
and management consulting business, 
Allison McTaggart and Associates 
– Human Capital Solutions.

Ms McTaggart will work for the ATGA on a 
part-time basis. She will be based at the 
Mildura office Monday to Wednesday and 
will work on a number of current projects 
including: ‘Improving maturity and quality 
of table grapes’ and ‘Communication 
and industry data analysis’. 

“I am delighted to be awarded this 
opportunity to learn more about and 
contribute to the Australian table grape 
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industry”, Ms 
McTaggart 
said. “I look 
forward to 
working 
alongside 
quality driven 
producers, 
industry 
specialists/
businesses 
and our 
valued 
customers.”

Mr Scott 
encouraged all 
stakeholders 
to meet with 
Ms McTaggart to discuss suggestions 
for improvements/additions to the 
Australian Grapes website and 
provide topics/photographs for future 
publication in The Vine magazine.

“She will need the continued co-
operation of industry to assist her 
research and accurately document 
the information required to meet 
our project milestones,” he said. 

The Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) has appointed Allison McTaggart 
to the new position of Manager 
Communication and Industry Analysis. 

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said Ms 
McTaggart had a former background 
working with viticulture industries in 
Sunraysia and had demonstrated a 
keen interest in regional development, 
management of water and associated 
infrastructure, irrigated horticulture 
and catchment management issues.

“Although born and educated in Sydney; 
Allison has resided and worked in 
Sunraysia for the past 26 years. In 
fact some growers in the Mildura and 
Robinvale region may even remember 
Allison from her very first job in Mildura 
after graduating from Hawkesbury 
Agricultural College,” Mr Scott said.

Ms McTaggart was employed as a 
Technical Officer in Vines (table grapes) 
at the Mildura office of Department 
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (as it 
was known at the time), to research 
and document labour needs within the 
industry. Her technical report ,‘Skills 

ATGA Communication Manager appointed

Allison McTaggart, 
ATGA Manager 
Communication and 
Industry Analysis.
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Improving fruit quality has become 
extremely important to the Australian 
prune industry, particularly in light 
of changing global production and 
economic conditions which have 
combined to make marketing 
more of a challenge.

The quality of prunes was recently 
identified as a key strategic issue at 
an industry planning workshop with 
Horticulture Australia (HAL). As a result 
the quest for quality has now been 
incorporated into the industry’s mission 
statement which reads: “To ensure 
the viability and sustainability of the 
Australian prune industry by producing, 
promoting and marketing high quality 
prunes to meet customer requirements 
on the domestic and export markets”. 

There are several reasons why 
Australian prune growers should focus 
on improving the quality of their fruit:
■ World prune production is on the 

increase, other countries need to 
expand their export markets and 
now compete with the Australian 
product on the domestic market.

■ The consumer prefers a pitted 
product, so fruit needs to be larger.

■ Packers provide a financial 
incentive to produce larger, better 
quality fruit, as small fruit is no 
longer economically viable.

■ Growers should be able to take 
pride in the fruit they grow.

It is possible to address the quality issue 
and improve fruit size, increased sugars 

and dry-out ratios by adopting different 
orchard management strategies.

Improving fruit size
Small prunes have higher skin and 
pit to flesh levels and less sugar. 
Fruit size can be increased by 
improving orchard management 
strategies as outlined below.

Check soil and leaves for current 
nutrient levels and adjust as necessary 
(see feature article on leaf analysis). 
Postharvest applications of nitrogen 
(N) are critical for the following year’s 
production.  These results show 
that trying to ‘catch-up’ with heavy 
applications of nitrogen in Spring 
can lead to poor fruit quality. Regular 
applications of calcium (Ca) are also 
critical for maintaining internal and skin 
quality. Excess boron (B) can also reduce 
overall tree health and steps need to be 
taken to prevent or reduce boron uptake.

Focus on tree health, control pest and 
disease. Managing pests will keep 
leaves on the tree and improve fruit 
quality. Keep a good lookout through your 
orchard for signs of prune rust, brown 
rot, pest mites and San Jose scale.

Fruit thinning by mechanical means can 
improve fruit size by removing excess 
fruit early in the season. Overcropping 
leads to reduced sugar, higher dry-out 
ratios and tree damage. Shaking trees 
in Spring (early pit hardening) has 
shown to effectively improve fruit size.

Winter pruning will allow maximum 
sunlight to reach fruit and improve 

Improved quality needed to 
safeguard industry future
Industry Development Officer Anne Mooney looks 
at the issue of prune quality and how growers can 

improve the quality of their fruit.

Quality fruit will help the Australian prune industry compete as marketing becomes 
more challenging. 
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fruit size and dry-out ratios.  Regular 
pruning balances production of fruit 
and new growth. Young spurs are 
more productive. Shaded parts of 
the tree canopy are less efficient.

Manage and monitor irrigation to 
control soil moisture. Ensure that 
there is adequate soil moisture prior to 
budburst as root growth commences 
three to four weeks earlier. Water stress 
pre-harvest will reduce fruit size.

Increased fruit sugars 
Increased fruit sugars can be achieved 
by adopting the same practices. It 
is important to monitor sugar levels 
leading up to harvest. The soluble solid 
content (Brix) can vary according to 
variety and weather. The commercial 
standard is minimum 24o brix.

Improved dry-out ratios 
Improved dry-out ratios can be achieved 
by harvesting fruit at optimum times for 
fruit sugar and density. Fruit colour can 
be a useful indicator of fruit maturity 
beginning with the red pigmentation a 
month before harvest. Recommended 
fruit pressure varies from 1 to 2.5kg. 

If growers are prepared to look at their 
orchard management practices and 
identify areas they could change to 
improve the quality of the end product 
then the Australian prune industry 
will have a much brighter future.

Fruit quality workshop
A grower field day will be held on 
Wednesday 21 April at the Griffith 
Centre for Irrigated Agriculture. 
Commencing at 9am, the program will 
address areas to improve fruit quality 
and will feature presentations on: 
■ Plant nutrition 
■ Soil health 
■ Irrigation 
■ How do the D’agen clones compare? 
■ Thinning 

There will also be pruning and 
budding demonstrations.

Growers will have an opportunity 
to network and share their 
knowledge over a BBQ lunch.

Please RSVP to IDO Anne Mooney by 
19 April – mobile 0400 713 573. email: 
anne.mooney@industry.nsw.gov.au 

Prune leaf testing 2010
Yenda Producers Co-op Ltd conducted 
41 prune leaf nutrient tests in January/
early February 2010 in conjunction 
with the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area 
(MIA) Prune Growers Association. 
All 41 samples were taken from the 
MIA (Griffith, Yenda, Darlington Point 
and Colleambally areas) and included 
a range of crop ages, varieties, 
irrigation systems and soil types.

Yenda Producers Co-op Horticulturalist 
Peter Reynolds reported results were 
varied because of the diversity of 
samples collected. An analysis of the 
results showed the following trends: 

Nitrogen (N) – Most crops have 
sufficient nitrogen, however 25% 
had below optimum levels and these 
crops had high levels of small sized 
fruit. Even though the number of fruit 
was above average, the crops had not 
received enough nitrogen to adequately 
size the fruit. Late applied nitrogen 
made fruit splitting much worse.

Phosphorous (P) – Almost all crops 
had satisfactory phosphorus levels. 
The only crops with low phosphorus 
were those that had just converted 
from flood to drip and the trees were 
still getting used to having a much 
smaller area of roots to feed from.

Potassium (K) – All crops had 
optimal potassium levels; the 
MIA region generally has high 
levels of potassium in the soil.

Calcium (Ca) – Almost a third (30%) 
of crops have below optimum levels 
of calcium. This can lead to soft fruit 
which may have thin skins and watery 
flesh. These calcium deficient crops are 
more susceptible to rots and splitting. 
There is a possible relationship between 
calcium levels and poor drying ratios.

Zinc (Zn) – Almost all crops had 
satisfactory levels of zinc. This is 
most likely due to the use of Zineb 
fungicide which is zinc-based. 

Boron (B) – No crops were low in boron, 
but almost 25% of crops had above 
optimum levels. This can cause leaf burn 
and premature leaf drop and branch 
death. Some of this is due to naturally 
high levels of boron in the sub-soil but 
some is on tile drained crops where the 
tile drainage pumps have been turned 
off for some years. Combined with the 
dry seasons, the trees have been feeding 
deeper and are taking up extra boron.

Mr Reynolds summarised, saying 
postharvest applications of nitrogen 
are critical for the following year’s 
production. “These results show 
that trying to ‘catch-up’ with heavy 
applications of ntrogen in Spring can 
lead to poor fruit quality,” he said. 

“Regular applications of calcium are also 
critical for maintaining internal and skin 
quality. But excess boron can also reduce 
overall tree health and steps need to be 
taken to prevent or reduce boron uptake.”



1212

The Australian prune industry is facing 
a very challenging year in 2010. 

This year Australian prune production 
levels will be well up on the 2009 
crop, despite losses caused by 
rain late in the season. However 
international and currency factors 
are combining to present a set of 
very difficult circumstances when 
it comes to selling the crop.

World prices for prunes have dropped 
by as much as 33% at a time when, due 
to the strength of the Australian dollar, 
importing prunes is relatively cheap. 

Global production is expanding, 
especially in the exporting countries 
of Chile and Argentina. There is now 
a world surplus of prunes despite 
losses due to the recent earthquake in 
Chile and poor weather conditions in 

Argentina affecting 2010 production. 
Also, the other major exporter, 
the United States is expecting to 
increase production in 2010. 

In contrast, the 2009 the Australian 
crop was decimated by a 
pollination failure with production 
reduced to 1,300 tonnes.

The consequences of reduced world 
price, a strong Australian dollar and 
shortfall in domestic production has led 
to a rapid increase in imported product 
mainly from Chile and the US. Imports 
doubled from 895t in September 2009 
to 1,730t in December 2009 putting 
a lot of pressure on price and market 
share for the Australian product. 

Farm gate returns for growers 
have dropped in response to price 
competition from imports.

The Australian prune industry is a 
cohesive body of stakeholders that 
encompasses growers, processors 
and marketers. In response to these 
current pressures, prices on the retailer 
shelves have been adjusted to make the 
local product more price competitive. 

The industry is also planning a 
co-ordinated media campaign to 
‘Buy Australian’, supported by a 
re-focus on quality at all stages of 
the supply chain. The increase in 
production in 2010 will also enable 
the industry to fill the vacuum 
caused by the crop failure in 2009.

The industry is still positive about the 
future, the local market is expanding, 
quality is improving and production 
efficiencies are being implemented. The 
current challenges will stimulate us to 
greater efficiency and higher quality.

Challenging year for Australian prunes

 Prune harvest 2010

Heavy rain after Christmas resulted in split fruit (above) 
at Griffith and caused fruit to drop, contributing to further 
yield losses.

Griffith
There was a large crop (almost 4,000 
tonnes) in the Riverina this season, but 
harvest was not without its problems.

Heavy rain after Christmas resulted 
in much splitting of fruit in the Griffith 
area. Darlington Point had less rain at 
that time and fared better with fruit 
splitting. This rain also resulted in 
some rust and brown rot infections.

Further rain just prior to, and during, 
harvest had an effect on fruit quality 
(sugars and firmness) and created 
some issues with dehydration. There 
was fruit drop after each rain event, 
the biggest just prior to harvest.

Angas Park received more than 3,000t 

from the Riverina and 
Verity received 670t 
of Riverina fruit.

Young
It has been a testing 
year for Young prune 
growers. This district 
suffered the effects 
of frost, hail, heat 
and rain during the 
growing season. The 
crop was considerably 
lighter than growers 
had hoped. A much 
smaller tonnage 
(150t) will be available 
for processing from 
the district in 2010.

More extremely hot days, fewer 
cold ones wetter in the North and 
drier in the South: this is not a 
forecast for Australia’s climate but 
a snapshot of our climate now.

Australia’s two lead climate 
science agencies, CSIRO and 
the Bureau of Meteorology, have 
produced a snapshot of the state 
of the climate to update Australians 
about how their climate has 
changed and what it means.

Changes observed include:

■ Highly variable rainfall across the 
country, with substantial increases 

in rainfall in northern and central 
parts of Australia, as well as 
significant decreases across much 
of southern and eastern Australia.

■ Rapidly rising sea levels from 
1993 to 2009, with levels around 
Australia rising, between 1.5 and 3 
millimetres per year in Australia’s 
South and East and between 7 and 
10mm in the country’s North.

Bureau of Meteorology Director Dr 
Greg Ayers said the observed changes 
showed climate change was real.

“Australia holds one of the 

best national climate records in 
the world,” Dr Ayres said.

“The bureau’s been responsible for 
keeping that record for more than a 
hundred years and it’s there for anyone 
and everyone to see, use and analyse.”

CSIRO Chief Executive Dr Megan 
Clark said the bureau data 
underpinned a great deal of 
CSIRO research which aimed to 
understand options for mitigation and 
adaptation to a changing climate. 

The six page snapshot is available 
at:  www.csiro.au/resources/
State-of-the-climate.html

Climate now: New state of the climate snapshot
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the demand, especially for high quality 5 
crown light sultanas. Unfortunately, as we 
now know, the weather intervened and the 
proportion of light fruit produced will not 
meet this demand. Fortunately Sunbeam’s 
new processing line is capable of extracting 
the maximum possible tonnage of light 
fruit, so we will be able to meet some of the 
sales potential, but not all. 

The rain will see most sultana growers 
receive about a 10% lower price with the 
fruit grades variable, but showing less 
damage than would have been the case had 
a similar rain event occurred 10 years ago. 
However the rain, especially in the North, 
has bought some benefits with bigger 
allocations and cheaper water prices. 

The Sunmuscat harvest is beginning with 
some light fruit production still possible 
and the growers of currants and raisins 
will receive the benefit of this year’s strong 
prices.

As most Sunbeam growers will be aware 
Sunbeam has launched its ‘All Australian 
18’ competition to put the spotlight on fruit 
quality. The team will be announced at a 
function in May or June giving all growers 
ample time to deliver the best possible fruit 
for entry and for a chance to win a spot on 
the team. Even with a less than ideal start 
we need the best fruit possible.

Tree fruit 
The dried tree fruit harvest has reflected 
last Winter’s very low chill hours causing 
a low fruit set and the impact of low water 
allocations. The volume of apricots will be 
45% lower than in 2009 while peaches and 
pears are also down. 

However there is increased interest in 
planting more trees due to the prevailing 

conditions in other horticultural industries, 
the improved water supply and the strong 
dried tree fruit prices. Angas Park and the 
South Australian Dried Tree Fruit Association 
(SADTFA), together with SARDI are planning 
a major information day to inform all 
present and prospective growers about 
developments in growing systems and 
financial opportunities. Look out for your 
invitation and please pass it on to anyone 
who may be interested.

Prunes 

The expectation of a much larger crop in 
the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area (MIA) has 
been realised and this year Angas Park will 
have a record intake. 

Growers had to face the prospect of no 
value in small prunes and lower grade 
prices arising from import pressure due 
to very weak global prices and the strong 
Australian dollar. However, the fruit size 
has held up surprisingly well and the price 
impact lessened, but is still disappointing. 
Most of the fruit was harvested without too 
much weather interference, although some 
of the early harvested fruit was affected by 
rain and shows a level of damage that could 
slow the grading process.

The issue now is to effectively promote and 
market Angas Park Australian prunes in a 
very competitive environment to ensure 
we do not enter the 2011 season with 
large carryover as a big 2011 crop and a 
continuing weak market will put even more 
pressure on prices.

In closing, a reminder that applications 
for the Sunbeam Future Farmers Fund 
close at the end of April. Interest in the 
program has been high as it aims to assist 
younger people start an apprenticeship 
and also support their employer. If you 
know of someone interested please contact 
Sunbeam Foods. 

Sunbeam and Angas Park Dried Fruit 
Contacts:

Chris Ellis General Manager Fruit 
Supply: (03) 5051 4403    
or 0419 896 970

David Swain Supply and Receivals 
Manager: (03) 5051 4402    
or 0407 834 044

Colin Farey South Australia Fruit Supply: 
0417 875 149

Alan Lister: Field Officer:   
0409 437 801

Peter Thompson, Field Officer:  
0429 960 234

Bob Jaensch, South Australia:  
0427 337 619

2010 Season and Market update

Sunbeam’s widespread marketing and promotion activities for Australian dried vine 
fruit led to strong Christmas sales.

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Vine fruit 

Since the November report the international 
market conditions for dried vine fruit 
have remained relatively steady at levels 
between US$1,800 per metric tonne (MT) 
and US$2,000/MT for the benchmark ready 
to use Turkish number 9 sultanas and the 
Australian dollar has traded in a range 
within $0.87 to $0.92. 

However, in recent months the sultana 
price has trended towards US$1,800/MT 
as the European economies show lower 
demand and consequently Turkish export 
volumes have dropped. Turkey may now 
take a fruit carryover into next harvest and 
it is also dealing with currency fluctuations. 
Countering such softness were reports of 
frost damage in the growing areas, but 
these may well be exaggerated. 

Elsewhere, China’s presence in the export 
market continues to grow and the United 
States has finally agreed on a compromise 
to action its export program. South Africa 
looks set to complete a large harvest of 
around 45,000 tonnes, but will not produce 
much tonnage of the lighter grade Orange 
River sultanas. 

Within Greece the market for currants has 
been stable, and this, coupled with the 
now enforced anti-dumping measures, is 
resulting in less volatility in the Australian 
market. 

Meanwhile Sunbeam had very strong sales 
for the Christmas season, especially for 
dried vine fruit for baking. This is due to the 
good quality Australian fruit in the packs 
and the very extensive marketing and 
promotion activities.

All of this pointed towards a good 
opportunity for the Australian industry to 
get on the front foot in 2010 and meet 
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large South American stands (Chile, 
Argentina and Peru) which attracted 
many visitors seeking counter-seasonal 
Southern Hemisphere fruit. 

Seeing the Australian stand in this area 
was a way to expose our fruit to buyers 
who had not known that Australia is 
a global supplier of products such as 
table grapes and summerfruit. 

Working the stand were industry 
representatives from Fruit Growers 
Tasmania, and the Australian 
Horticultural Exporters Association 
(AHEA) along with HAL, plus exporters of 
summerfruit, apples, mangoes, cherries 
and macadamia nuts.

Fruit Logistica is the world’s largest 
fresh produce exhibition and a meeting 
place for the world’s fresh produce 
industry. 

As part of the Australia Fresh trade 
promotion program, Horticulture 
Australia (HAL) has maintained an 
Australian presence for eight years, 
raising the profile of Australian fresh 
produce through showcasing our 
products, and attracting participating 
exporters to generate trade for 
Australia.

Held in Berlin in February, the 2010 
event attracted 53,000 visitors from 
130 countries and 2,302 exhibitors 
from 71 countries. This represented a 
6% increase in visitor numbers and 2% 
increase in exhibitors. The exhibition 
area covered 25 halls and 75,000m2 on 
a scale difficult to imagine in Australia. 

Although Berlin in Winter may not sound 
attractive, 89% of exhibitors and 80% 
of visitors attend from outside Germany, 
making this a truly international event 
and a very important activity in the 
Australian fresh trade promotion 
calendar. 

The key objectives for many exhibitors 
include presentation and image 
building, customer contacts and 
relationship development, and learning 
about trends and developments in the 
global markets. 

The Australian stand was strategically 
placed in the area dominated by very 

Promoting table grapes at Fruit 
Logistica 2010 

Within the framework of Fruit Logistica 
there are many international meetings 
proceeding which include Southern 
Hemisphere Association of Fresh Fruit 
Exporters (SHAFFE), World Apple & 
Pear and the World Citrus Meeting. 
There are moves to create a World 
Table Grape meeting and data sharing 
which will be of interest to table grape 
growers. These meetings provide 
opportunities for networking and 
discussing marketing and production 
issues that impact on the global supply 
and demand. 

Fruit Logistica is all about meeting 
people and our stand was designed 
to be open and welcoming. The 
participating exporters and industry 
representatives were busy for the three 
days fielding enquires about Australian 
fruit. 

Although no table grape exporters 
participated on the Australian stand 
this time, (the Asia Fruit Logistica 
event in Hong Kong in September 
attracts more table grape participants, 
though is smaller in scale) enquiries 
generated by the AHEA and HAL are 
available. 

Unfortunately with a significantly lower 
crop this year from Australia it is hard 
to generate genuine new business; 
however with the table grapes on the 
Australian stand at Fruit Logistica, the 
major buyers are aware of our supply 
window and are eager to buy more 
grapes from Australia.  

HAL Export Development Manager Wayne Prowse unloads Australian table grapes 
for Fruit Logistica in the Berlin snow.
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‘Grape Escape’ competitions 
a ‘grape’ success

success and they were inundated with 
more than 20,000 entries. 

A big congratulations to all our winners, 
including our taste.com competition, 
Leanne Scott from Adelaide, who told 
us what inspired her to enter: “The day 
I entered the competition I actually had 
an incident at the fruit shop with some 
grapes to blame! My 2-year-old daughter 
Georgia, who absolutely loves grapes, was 
very sneakily grabbing handfuls and eating 
them while I was completely unaware! 
It wasn’t until I noticed the shop keeper 
looking at me in an odd way that I realised 
what was going on,” Ms Scott said.

“That night I noticed the Taste.com ‘Grape 
Escape’ competition and it was Georgia 
who inspired my answer, ‘I take a bunch 
and just go crunch’ because that is exactly 
what she was doing! All my family loves 
grapes, especially Georgia who will do 
anything to get her little hands on a bunch, 
as you can tell…

“When I found out I had won the trip I was 
thrilled. It was definitely a ‘grape’ surprise! 
Thank you so much, I cannot get the smile 
off my face.”

To celebrate the Australian table grape 
season and engage consumers, a number 
of ‘Grape Escape’ giveaway promotions 
were organised in newspapers and on 
websites across the country earlier this 
year, giving people the chance to win a trip 
away to relax and unwind.

Very attractive prize options were 
negotiated in each state, with each 
promotion mentioning Australian table 
grape campaign ambassador, Libby 
Trickett.

For the entire month of February, popular 
foodie website www.Taste.com.au ran 
a promotion giving people the chance to 
win a trip to the Margaret River region in 
WA staying at Cape Lodge Resort, one of 
Australia’s most prestigious hotels. 

In Victoria, Fairfax newspapers ran a 
promotion giving four couples the chance 
to win a Grape Escape to the Yarra Valley. 
Similar competitions were held in New 
South Wales and South Australia. A 
snapshot of the full program can be found 
in Table 1.

Emma Fay from Crossman Communications 
said the promotions were an overwhelming 

GRAFTED
VINES – 2010

Autumn Royal 
on Freedom

Black American 
on Kober 5BB

Crimson on Paulsen, 
Ruggeri, Schwarzmann 

and Kober 5BB 

Flame Seedless on 
Schwarzmann

Menindee Seedless 
on Paulsen, Kober 
5BB and Sultana 

Red Globe on Ramsey

H5/H4 Sultana 
on Ramsey

State Media Prize Entries  

Victoria Fairfax Newspaper 
Group  

Four mid-week grape escapes to the Yarra Valley, 
including accommodation and meals, a hot air balloon 
ride, winery lunch and winery tour. 

5,371 

New South 
Wales  

Cumberland Courier 
Newspaper Group  

10 weekends away to the exclusive Golden Door Day 
Spa in the Hunter Valley. 

1,000 

Queensland Quest Newspaper Group Three weekends away to Peppers Pier Resort in 
Hervey Bay. 

3,691 

South 
Australia 

Messenger Community 
Newspapers 

Five weekends away to Chain of Ponds Vineyard 
Cottage in the Adelaide Hills. 

7,940 

National  www.Taste.com.au Trip to the Margaret River region including 
accommodation at Cape Lodge resort, with airfares 
included. 

2,579 

 

Taste.com winner Leanne Scott was inspired by her daughter Georgia – “I take a 
bunch and just go crunch”.
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“The succession planning is really a 
work in progress, and it’s a difficult 
balance to get right,” Ashley said.

“Every situation is different, but in 
our case I have separate needs to 
my brother, Tim, who runs his own 
engineering and fitting and turning 
business from the property, and the 
assets don’t have an equal value.

“In that regard we’ve got professional 
help and advice, and of course that 
comes at a cost.

“Ultimately we want to 
cover all the aspects 
and it’s a process we 
need to get right so 
that we all have 
a solid base to 
work from.

“It’s great 
still 
having 
Dad 

A career as a dried fruit grower was not 
always a certainty for Irymple’s Ashley 
Johnstone, despite there being three 
generations of family history in the 
industry.

Ashley’s great grandfather Arthur settled 
at Irymple more than 100 years ago, 
before his son Bob took over, followed by 
Ashley’s father Dick in the 1960s.

Ashley himself moved back onto the 
family property in 2002, after completing 
a Bachelor of Agricultural Science and 
spending seven years in the winegrape 
sector, working for Southcorp at Waikerie 
and Bordertown.

“I think a taste of the corporate world 
was probably good, and it certainly gave 
me some insights that stood me in good 
stead in my first few years in the dried 
fruits industry,” Ashley said.

“But I guess even though I had a 
reasonable amount of independence with 
Southcorp, ultimately I was answerable 
to someone else.

“Coming back into dried fruit and 
continuing our own family property 
gave me the freedom to make my 
own decisions and gave me more 
independence.”

Ashley’s return home required the 
purchase of another 20 acre (8ha) 
property – at Morpung Avenue – in 
addition to the 45 acre (18ha) home 
blocks in 16th Street.

“I suppose that was where the 
background in corporate viticulture did 
help me out to some extent,” Ashley said.

“There were decisions to make about 
how to re-develop the property, with 
winegrapes or dried fruit.

“Ultimately I suppose I subscribed to 
the view that the winegrape bubble was 
likely to burst at some point.

“We finally arrived at a decision to plant 
Carinas over the whole 20 acre property 
as production in Greece was in decline 
and a strong future for that variety was 
indicated.”

The decision to come home is one Ashley 
is comfortable with and has allowed 
the family to successfully plan the 
succession of the business.

Ashley and his wife, Dianne moved into 
the family home with their son Cameron, 
5, and daughter Isabella, 18 months, 
when Ashley’s parents Dick and Wendy 
moved to Mildura to semi-retire.

involved in the business at crucial points 
in the season, like harvest and pruning, 
but Dad and Mum are now starting to 
enjoy a new lifestyle which is fantastic.”

Ashley said although the development 
and running of a dried fruit property 
remained much more complex than a 
winegrape operation, technology was 
improving efficiency.

“I’m a strong believer that once you’ve 
got the systems right, you can run a 
fairly efficient property,” he said.

“For instance, our entire 65 acres is 
under Swingarm trellis, and we have our 
own harvester specifically designed to 
pick that trellis.

“It was built by Tim and everything went 
smoothly.

Young grower returns to produce 
dried grapes

Grower profile

“The succession 
planning is really a 

work in progress, and 
it’s a difficult balance 

to get right.”

Ashley Johnstone returned to the family property and dried grapes after a stint in 
the wine industry.



Harvesting Carinas has become a lot easier thanks to the new harvester built by Ashley’s brother, Tim.

investment required for modern dried 
fruit production and any further decrease 
from where they are now would be 
detrimental to the industry. 

“The low margins make it difficult for 
existing growers to expand and the 
evidence is the small area of drying 
varieties being planted at the moment.

“The dried fruit industry has been far 
less volatile than the peaks and troughs 
experienced by say wine and table 
grapes and this does provide a little 
stability to the lifestyle I have chosen for 
myself and my family.

“Last year was a good year, a high-yield 
year, about 4.8 tonnes to the acre – 
however this year, we are back to the 
low two tonnes, and that’s the sort of risk 
you need to factor into operating a dried 
fruit property.

“We had the heat in November, during 
flowering, that affected fruit set. Then 
we had another burst of extreme heat in 
January, which affected berry size.

“We harvested our 45 acre home 
block in just three days and the labour 
component is really minimal, compared 
to the past.

“I have one full-time worker on the 
property and there were only really three 
of us involved in the harvest.

“The systems we have in place reduce 
the labour, reduce the costs and reduce 
the risks.”

But Ashley said while the efficiency of 
dried fruit operations had improved 
dramatically, he believed there was likely 
to be only limited expansion in the sector.

“The Mildura District Dried Fruits 
Association ran a session last year to 
encourage winegrape growers to look at 
the dried fruit alternative,” he said. 

“We had about 70 growers roll up, but 
I don’t think it will translate into many 
more acres of dried fruit varieties in the 
ground.

“There’s a lot more work in dried fruit, 
even with the new systems, and the 
pricing certainly isn’t yet structured for a 
‘quick buck’.

“The prices in the last couple of seasons 
have been better, no doubt – but 
the numbers still don’t stack up for 
expansion.

“If you’re looking to move into dried fruit, 
you need a lot of specialised equipment 
such as pruning platforms, specialist 
spraying and harvesting equipment, 
dehydrators and wetting machines.

“The prices barely service the 

“There are almost two berries to the size 
of one of last year – and on top of that 
we have had rain at harvest which has 
made the fruit darken in colour.”

Ashley said the long-term challenges 
facing the dried fruit industry were still 
significant.

“There is a lot of uncertainty, obviously 
about the security of water, but also the 
change in our marketing arrangements,” 
he said.

“We traditionally had a co-operative 
arrangement in our industry, where the 
spoils were to be shared, and the risks 
as well.

“Now we have lost that arrangement 
there seems to be a lot more risk being 
reverted back onto the grower.

“Our sellers need to factor their risk-
management and exposure into the 
prices they offer us as growers, and 
probably as growers we will never again 
know the true price of fruit.

“Dad says he thinks there is more 
uncertainty now for growers such as 
myself coming into the industry than 
there was when he entered the industry 
50 years ago.

“I guess that is farming – you’re always 
trying to manage one challenge or 
another and the challenges are always 
changing.

“Although I suppose it’s that ability to 
make your own decisions that led me 
away from a secure wage and into the 
dried fruits industry,” he said.
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“There’s a lot more 
work in dried fruit, 
even with the new 
systems, and the 

pricing certainly isn’t 
yet structured for a 

‘quick buck’.”
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New workplace laws

an updated Wages Sheet detailing the new 
rates to apply from 1 July, 2010.

Horticulture Award 2010
Piecework
There is little change to existing 
arrangements for piecework paid by dried 
grape growers.

The piecework rate now includes a 15% 
loading (rather than the previous 12.5%), 
plus an additional 25% for casuals (same 
as previously). This increase will not apply 
until 1 July, 2010 and can be introduced 
on an instalment basis. 

Importantly, there is no guarantee that an 
employee on a piecework rate will earn at 
least the minimum ordinary time weekly or 
hourly wage – as the employee’s earnings 
are contingent on their productivity.

Ordinary hours & overtime
Note the ‘Ordinary Hours & Overtime’ 
provisions don’t apply to casuals - casuals 
can work any hours at ordinary time rates 
plus the casual loading of 25%.
■ Ordinary hours for full time and part 

time employees won’t exceed 152 
hours over a four week period, with 
all time worked in excess of ordinary 
hours being deemed overtime (the 
previous Award provided for a 40 hour 
week – however the new modern award 
provides for a 38 hour week).

■ Time off in lieu of overtime – employees 
are allowed time off duty, with pay for 
a period equal to the overtime worked 
(to be taken within three weeks unless 
mutually agree on another time). Rather 
than taking time off in lieu, the employee 
may elect to be paid for overtime 

New Commonwealth workplace laws 
that affect horticulture employees and 
employers are now in place. The modern 
Horticulture Award 2010 and the National 
Employment Standards (NES) came into 
effect on 1 January, 2010.

Over coming months the Fair Work 
Ombudsman (FWO) will be working 
with the National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF), the Australian Industry Group and 
the Australian Workers Union (AWU) on 
a targeted education and compliance 
program for horticulture. 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) will host a special Workplace 
Relations briefing for members on Monday 
19 April in Mildura. The briefing will be 
presented by NFF’s General Manager - 
Workplace & Corporate Relations Denita 
Waun. Members will receive more 
information in the mail and via e-News 
including an invitation to attend.

Wages 
There will be no change to wages until 1 
July, 2010.

The current ADFA Block Wages Sheet 
(dated October 2008) remains unchanged 
and outlines the wage rates that will apply 
until 1 July, 2010.

The next wage adjustment to apply from 
mid-year will result from:
■ Fair Work Australia completing its first 

annual wage review by 30 June, 2010, 
with the first wage determination taking 
effect on 1 July, 2010.

■ The move to a modern Horticulture 
Award will result in an increase in wage 
costs. However, any modern award 
increases will occur in incremental steps 
over five years (under the Transitional 
Provisions of Modern Awards).

As soon as the relevant information is 
available, ADFA will provide members with 

worked provided that it is made clear to 
the employer when overtime is offered.

■ The overtime rate of pay for full time 
and part time employees will be 150%, 
except for overtime worked on a 
Sunday:

- The rate of pay for overtime worked on 
a Sunday, except during harvest period, 
will be 200%.

-  Should employees be required to 
work on a Saturday and the majority of 
such employees elect not to work on the 
Saturday but rather on the Sunday, then 
such work performed on that Sunday 
will be paid for at the rate prescribed for 
Saturday work.

-  During harvest period, the first eight 
hours of overtime in a week may include 
five hours work on a Sunday at the rate 
of 150%, but all Sunday work in excess 
of the eighth overtime hour worked in 
the week or in excess of five hours on a 
Sunday will be paid at the rate of 200%.

-  All employees required to work on a 
Sunday will be paid for a minimum of 
three hours.

Note that pay rates in modern awards 
(which in the Horticulture Award 2010 take 
place from 1 July, 2010), together with 
minimum wage orders and the NES, make 
up the safety net that cannot be changed 
to the disadvantage of an employee. 

In addition to the NES, an employee’s 
terms and conditions of employment in 
the horticulture industry generally come 
from the Horticulture Award 2010, or 
an enterprise agreement, an industrial 
agreement, or state and federal laws.

For further information on the hours of 
work clause refer to clause 22 of the 
Horticulture Award 2010. The award is 
available at the NFF website at  
www.nff.org.au or at the Fair Work website 
at www.fwa.gov.au.

ADFA Workplace Relations briefing
ADFA members only

Monday 19 April in Mildura

From 1 January, 2010, all employers 
covered by the national workplace 
relations system have an obligation 
to give each new employee a Fair 
Work Information Statement before, 
or as soon as possible after, the 
employee starts employment. 

The right for new employees to receive 
the statement is one of 10 minimum 
standards in the National Employment 
Standards (NES) that apply to 
employment of employees. Together 
with modern awards, the NES provides 
a new safety net for employees 

covered by the national workplace 
relations system from 1 January, 2010.

What’s in the statement?

The statement contains 
information about:
■ The National Employment 

Standards (NES). 
■ The effect on an employee’s 

NES entitlements when there 
is a transfer of business. 

■ Modern awards. 
■ Agreement making under 

the Fair Work Act 2009. 

■ Individual flexibility arrangements. 

■ The right to freedom of association. 

■ Termination of employment. 

■ Right of entry (including 
the protection of personal 
information by privacy laws). 

■ The role of the Fair Work 
Ombudsman and Fair Work Australia. 

How can the employer give the 
statement to the employee? 

The statement may be given to an 
employee by:

Fair Work Information Statement
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www.TriggsTrellisSupplies.com

�Shaw Swing Arm Trellis 
including all components

�Table Grape Trellis for local 
and interstate customers!
�Swing Arm Contracting 

Services including Cordon Bunch 
Removal, Cane cutting, Leaf 

Removal, Wetting & Harvesting
�Steel Processing for various 

industry applications
�Machinery & Equipment 

manufacture, repairs 
& maintenance

•  Exceptional Quality
•  On Time Delivery

•  Great Service & Advice
•  All at the Right Price!

Call Rodney on 03 5022 2219

Growers responsible 
for workers on their 

properties 
It may be an unpalatable truth but 
ultimately horticulture growers are 
responsible for the rates of pay and 
immigration status of the workers on 
their properties, regardless of whether 
they use a labour hire company (LHC) 
or not, Growcom’s Industrial Relations 
Manager Donna Mogg said.

Speaking in response to reports of 
Department of Immigration raids on 
growers’ properties to check immigration 
status and pay rates, Ms Mogg said the 
law specified that the onus is ultimately 
on the grower to ensure that workers are 
paid properly and are entitled to work in 
Australia.

“That’s the case even where growers 
use LHCs to find workers for them,” Ms 
Mogg said.

“Growers cannot assume that the LHC 
has done the visa checking and has 
paid the correct wages to the workers 
on their properties. They must check 
themselves.”

Ms Mogg said she sympathised with 
those growers who called a local 
hostel or LHC to have 50-60 workers 
on their properties at dawn the next 
day to harvest a crop which was ready 
to pick. She said regardless of the 
inconvenience, growers still needed to 
protect themselves by ensuring they 
checked that the LHC had done the right 
thing by them.

“Growers have the right to ask the LHC 
for proof that workers are being paid 
award rates and that they have the 
correct visa. If the contractor refuses to 

show you this evidence, then consider 
using a different LHC. 

“The Immigration Department and Fair 
Work Australia are now prosecuting 
growers for employing illegal workers 
or underpaying workers, even when 
the workers are employed through a 
LHC. The fine per worker found to be 
employed illegally is $13,000. That’s a 
lot of money to be saved by making a 
few phone calls to check a worker’s visa 
status and by sighting a wages record.

“The minimum wage is $14.31 per 
hour, with superannuation, insurance 
and other costs on top of this, and the 
LHC’s profit. If the rate you are offered 
by a LHC does not appear to factor in 
all of these costs, then there is a good 
chance that they are underpaying their 
workers.”

■ Giving it personally to the employee. 
■ Sending it by pre-paid post 

to the employee’s residential 
address or a postal address 
nominated by the employee. 

■ Sending it to the employee’s email 
address at work or to another email 
address nominated by the employee. 

■ Sending by email to the employee’s 
email address at work or to 
another email address nominated 
by the employee an electronic 
link to the page on the Fair Work 
Ombudsman’s website where the 
statement is located or an electronic 
link that takes the employee 

directly to a copy of the statement 
on the employer’s intranet. 

■ Faxing it to the employee’s fax 
number at work, fax number at 
home or another fax number 
nominated by the employee. 

■ Another method (an employer will 
need to ensure this meets the 
requirement to give the statement to 
the employee, eg. by courier where 
there is a signed acceptance by the 
employee of receipt of the statement).

Whatever method is used to give 
the statement to an employee, it is 
recommended that the employer retain 
details of how the statement was given.



SADTFA 
Management 

Committee 
 

Deputy Chairman

Kris Werner

Grower Representatives

Jim Ellis

Paul Wittwer

Packer Representatives: 

Colin Farey
 Angas Park Fruit Company

Peter Manning 
Angas Park Fruit Company

 
Marketer Representative

Chris Ellis
Angas Park Fruit Company

 
SADTFA Secretariat: 

Phil Chidgzey
Australian Dried Fruits Association

31 Deakin Avenue

PO Box 5942

Mildura 3502

Tel: (03) 5023 5174

Email: driedtreefruits@adfa.asn.au

20

Dried Tree Fruits Industry 
Conference
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The South Australian Dried Tree Fruits 
Association (SADTFA) Management 
Committee will host a Dried Tree Fruits 
Industry Conference to highlight the 
future potential and improved outlook for 
the Australian industry.

While the finer details are still being 
decided, growers should mark Thursday 
29 July, 2010 in their diary as an event 
not to be missed.

Conference organisers aim to attract 
both existing growers and future entrants 
from areas such as the Riverland, 
Sunraysia, Griffith and Shepparton. 

Sunbeam General Manager for Fruit 
Supply Chris Ellis said strong dried tree 
fruit prices and improved water supply 
had contributed to a positive outlook 
for the industry and there was growing 
interest in new plantings. 

“Furthermore, we have one of the best 
apricot breeding programs in the world, 
and some of the new releases are 
showing real promise. 

“We are at a real advantage as these 
selections have been bred to suit the 
Australian climate, and have improved 
flavour,  better dry ratios and when 
grown in a close density planting 

significantly reduced growing costs,” he 
said.

To be held at the Berri Hotel, in Berri, 
South Australia, the conference will 
include formal technical, operational 
(on-farm practices), financial and 
marketing presentations as well as a 
field trip.

Mr Ellis said experts would give an 
overview of the industry and where it 
is heading with new technologies and 
practices.

“However, we realise the importance 
of putting these measures into practice 
and hope to have several grower 
speakers outlining their experiences 
and how these changes have led to 
reduced labour costs and production 
of increased quantities of better quality 
fruit,” he said.

“South Australian Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI) 
researchers will be on hand to speak 
about the apricot breeding program 
and the intricacies of the new apricot 
varieties suitable for drying.

“And for those growers wanting to 
assess development or re-development 
options we will have realistic numbers 
on the associated costs and a market 
analysis that will discuss the global 
market and market opportunities for 
Australian growers.” 

More details on the conference and the 
expert speakers will appear in the July 
edition of The Vine.

Dried Tree Fruits 
Industry Conference

Date: 29 July, 2010
Venue: Berri Hotel, 

Berri, South Australia

The SADTFA Management Committee 
and Dried Tree Fruits Industry Advisory 
Committee (IAC) met in Berri on 2 March, 
2010.

SARDI researchers Michael Rettke and 
Darren Graetz reported to the IAC on the 
apricot breeding program. The IAC also 
reviewed financial information relating to 
the 2009/10 R&D program and finalised 
the Annual Investment Plan for 2010/11.

The SADTFA Management Committee 
considered a wide range of issues 
including:

■ Future operations of the SADTFA

■ The South Australian Government’s 
Riverland Sustainable Futures Fund

■ Industry development

■ Seasonal and market update

■ Water situation and outlook

■ Workplace relations

■ Communications

The Management Committee also 
decided to host a Dried Tree Fruits 
Industry Conference later in the year to 
promote the industry and communicate 
information on the new apricot varieties 
being developed and improved market 
outlook.

Industry news 



their marketing ability, production was 
not one of their strong points and they 
also lacked the finance to maintain 
and grow the business. By October/
November that year I was the sole 
employee.”

The Mariani Packing Co acquired the 
company in December 1968 but it 
continued trading under Angas Park. A 
scheme of arrangement was established 
where creditors were offered either 
50% cash or a full payment of debt in 
five years at an interest rate of 5% per 
annum. Everyone was paid out.

Angas Park was managed from within 
Australia -  an Australian Board of 
Directors, with day to day decisions 
made by Australian management. The 
management structure made it easy for 
the company to meet competition. 

“In 1970 the company introduced their 
own marketing team and appointed 
agents in each state of Australia 
and where required, international 
representatives,” Mr Blenkiron said. 

Later that decade they created a 
commercial drying yard at Loxton, buying 
fresh fruit from growers and converting 
it to dried product. The yard handled 
about 3,000 tonnes of fruit annually 
and converted apricots, peaches, pears, 
nectarines, natural sultanas and natural 
raisins, prunes and for a short period, 
tomatoes. 

As a child 
Robert Blenkiron 
spent his time 
after school 
and Saturdays 
working in the 
fruit industry 
cutting apricots, 
picking fruit 
and picking 
up prunes. He 
and his three 
brothers and 
three sisters 

worked for a 
nearby orchardist, which interestingly 
still operates today.

At the tender age of 16 Mr Blenkiron 
applied for a job as a Junior Office Boy/
Trainee Accountant at Angas Park, a 
small packing company accounting for 
about 10% of the industry. “I was well 
qualified for the job and the owner of the 
company Bernie Mattiske just happened 
to be our neighbour,” he said. 

By the age of 21 he had become Office 
Manager, but two years later in 1963 
Mr Mattiske died and the company was 
absorbed into the Robern Dried Fruit 
Co which had been doing Angas Park’s 
marketing for some years.

“In 1968 the Robern Group entered 
receivership,” Mr Blenkiron said. 

“Although Robern were renowned for 

In the early 1980’s, Angas Park invested 
in a vineyard at Pike Creek, removed the 
vines and used the water to grow fruit 
trees – 40 hectares of apricots, 40ha 
of prunes, 25ha of peaches and 4ha of 
nectarines. Fresh fruit from the farm was 
delivered to Loxton for drying while some 
of the prunes/plums were sold onto the 
international fresh fruit market. 

Mr Blenkiron said the combination of 
the farm and drying yard enabled Angas 
Park to increase the supply of dried 
fruit, particularly peaches, pears and 
nectarines.

Regulation
At its peak the South Australian dried 
tree fruit industry produced over 4,000t 
of dried cut fruit. 

There were a large number of registered 
dried fruit packing plants around the 
state. During Mr Blenkiron’s working 
life this number dropped substantially, 
with only one remaining. “Some of those 
that I remember include: Gawler Park, 
Crowe & Newcomb, Jack Horner, as well 
as a large number of cooperatives from 
Angaston to Renmark,” he said.

The co-op packers were linked to a 
marketing arrangement through the 
Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA). The group collectively 
established market prices and each of 
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From junior office boy to manager
Robert Blernkiron has lived and worked his entire life in the dried tree fruit 

industry. In his farewell address as SADTFA Chair Robert Blenkiron gave a brief 
history of the dried fruits industry.

The sight of thousands of cut apricots drying in Angas Park’s drying yard at Loxton is something to behold.

Robert Blenkiron.

■  continued on page 22 ■
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the marketers sold at an agreed price. 
Funds were pooled and returns were 
paid to each packer who in turn after 
deducting their packing charged paid the 
grower. At times, growers would receive 
many payments spread over 15-18 
months (Table 1).

“Cut fruit has a limited life, so the fruit 
could deteriorate and devalue if kept for 
any length of time,” Mr Blenkiron said. 
“Sometimes it was more cost efficient 
to sell up front at a lower price rather 
than keep fruit that was not retaining its 
colour and quality.

“Angas Park, the private packer, had the 
ability to market as it was felt necessary. 
It was judged by its ability to make a 
profit and return a competitive return to 
growers and is the only tree fruit packer 
still in business.

“This became even more important 
when Angas Park growers were paid 
95% or 100% of fruit value within seven 
to 10 days of delivery. Further, our US 
backers had a very good understanding 
of the vagaries of a privately operated 
dried fruit production and marketing 
system and the fruit business 
internationally.” 

Mr Blenkiron said this had a profound 
effect on the composition of the industry. 

“It created an opportunity for growers 
to shop around for the best price for 
their fruit. As a result growers became 
less dependent on the local co-op and 
eventually saw the co-ops disappear.

It was illegal for growers to sell fruit 
outside the system. All fruit had to be 
delivered to a registered packing shed. 

“In South Australia we had the SA Dried 
Fruits Board Act which covered packing 
rules for both domestic and international 
marketing,” Mr Blenkiron said.

“Inspectors were employed to check 

production facilities and ensure the 
quality of produce. Over time their 
roles diminished to batch inspection 
and export consignments, and once 
deregulation occurred they were no 
longer needed.”

Deregulation saw the dismantling 
of the South Australian Dried Fruits 
Board some ten years ago. This move 
meant that a packer/processor could 
basically pack to the company standard. 
Although grade definitions exist there 
is no policing of this standard. Further, 
packing shed licences are no longer 
required which means that anyone can 
process and sell dried fruit to the public 
and a number of growers are doing this 
now. 

The SA Dried Fruits Board was replaced 
by the SA Dried Tree Fruits Association, 
but the association has no powers 
relating to growing, packing or marketing 
of the product.

Change for the better
“In the last 50 years the industry has 
changed considerably,” Mr Blenkiron said. 

“Consumers received a much better 
product before the dismantling of the 
SA Dried Fruits Board. Since then basic 
standards have not been adhered to – 
fruit sizes are blended and most fruit 
packed is blended with imported fruit.”

However, improved technology has 
allowed moisture levels to rise from 21% 
to 30% for dried apricots sold at retail 
and 25% for bulk packs with export 
variations. The introduction of laminated 
polycel bags has meant that fruit 
remains soft and ready to eat, just the 
way Australian consumers like them.

Furthermore, improved long term storage 
of dried fruit means quality fruit was 
available for the peak marketing period 
(November and December).

Product is also safer to eat. The 
development of field sulphur testing has 
provided greater awareness of maximum 
sulphur levels while random sampling 
of retail packs for sulphur testing and 
compliance with maximum residue limits 
(MRL) help convey an image of safety to 
the public.

Mr Blenkiron said growers had also 
benefited. 

“We have come a long way since 
the days of cleaning fruit in a hand-
operated washing machine and 
manually sorting fruit to remove 
damaged and dirty pieces, foreign 
material and heavy blemish pieces,” he 
said. “Electronic sorting was introduced 
for dried tree fruit about 15 years ago to 
reduce labour costs.

“These days in-line processing lines 
are installed which take fruit from bulk 
bins to the sorting table with no manual 
lifting. Fruit pass through a rotating 
brush washer where they are rinsed and 
distributed onto wooden trays ready for 
placing on the steel trucks which go into 
the sulphur house overnight. 

“And while the emphasis has always 
been on producing quality fruit that has 
a good colour and is safe to eat, growers 
will always have a portion of their crop 
that fails to meet the top grade.

“The introduction of fruit medley into the 
Australian market allows processors to 
utilise low grade poorly priced apricots, 
peaches, pears and nectarines and 
provide growers with income for a 
greater portion of their crop.”

Mr Blenkiron said the industry had 
seen some tough times, but in recent 
years there had been a renewed level of 
optimism. 

“The apricot breeding program at SARDI 
is beginning to show some real results 
with improved tree selections and 
development of new varieties,” he said.

“Our market intelligence shows there is 
good demand for our product and the 
market can absorb a substantial increase 
in the volume of quality dried Australian 
fruit. 

“All that is needed is for someone to take 
up the challenge and plant these new 
and improved selections.”
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Dried apricots ready for processing and packing.

Table 1. Comparison of prices for apricots and peaches over the past 85 years.

 1925 1967 1985 2009

Large apricots $276 $728 $5,200 $10,500

Large peaches $224 $350 $4,110 $6,500

■  continued from page 21 ■
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ATGA actions showing results
Fruit fly
One event that did not help growers in 
Mildura was a fruit fly outbreak declared 
on 7 January just as some growers were 
getting ready to export Menindee to New 
Zealand. 

The detection of one gravid (pregnant) 
female fly was enough to constitute an 
outbreak and instigate a 15 kilometre or 
80km suspension zone, depending upon 
the destination of fruit. 

The suspension zone had a major impact 
on exports to New Zealand. Grapes are 
delivered via airfreight and growers 
within suspension zone had to cold treat 
fruit for up to 22 days before they could 
send it.

The impact of this outbreak highlights 
the need for Sunraysia to obtain Fruit 
Fly Area Freedom status and the need 
for continued vigilance on educating 
the public about bringing fruit into the 
Sunraysia region.

The ATGA has played a major role in the 
establishment of the Victorian Viticulture 
Biosecurity Committee (VVBC) with fruit 
fly and phylloxera control measures as a 
major objective of this committee. 

The demise of the National Vine Health 
Steering Committee (NVHSC) opens 
the door for the VVBC to take a leading 
role in viticulture biosecurity as well 
as having input into the Interstate 
Certification Assurance’s (ICA’s). 

This committee could bring together 
relevant personal from all states to 
discuss issues on a national basis in 
conjunction with Plant Health Australia. 

Market access
On the international scene progress 
has been made with our market access 
applications and Australian table grapes 
are now Australia’s no. 1 market access 
priority into China, Korea and Japan.

China requested bilateral discussions 
with Australia in mid-March. Nick Muraca 
and I were part of a team accompanying 
Biosecurity Australia (BA) to Beijing for 
the discussions. Major progress was 
made by BA during the talks and there 
is now light at the end of the tunnel with 
official access hopefully not too far away. 

Korea announced that it has changed its 
priority for access to Australia and that 
table grapes are now their number one 
priority for access. As Australia has table 
grapes as its top priority into Korea, the 
expectation is that both countries will 
work simultaneously in the hope of fast 
tracking the necessary procedures for 
gaining access. 

The Australian 
Table Grape 
Association 
(ATGA) would 
like to welcome 
Allison 
McTaggart as the 
new Manager 
Communication 
Industry Analyst. 
Ms McTaggart 
has extensive 
horticulture 
experience and 

has settled in very well in her new role.

She will be working on two of the 
ATGA’s research projects. The first is to 
create an industry database so that the 
ATGA has accurate figures on industry 
statistics such as the number of growers, 
location of properties, size and age of 
plantings and varieties planted. This 
information will be vital for the ATGA to 
make informed strategic decisions going 
forward. It will require cooperation and 
understanding of all growers. 

A second component of the project 
will be to update contact details for all 
commercial table grape growers. Now 
that The Vine is quarterly, the ATGA 
would like to improve its communication 
network so that important information 
can be sent in a timely fashion. We will 
investigate different means of electronic 
communication such as email and SMS, 
but need to first establish a database 
with current contact information.

The other project Ms McTaggart will 
be involved with is to research the 
Western Australian model of minimum 
maturity standards and state legislation 
in place. All aspects of that process will 
be investigated to measure the impact 
on both growers and consumers and 
if such a system could be adapted and 
implemented in the eastern states.

Harvest update
Queensland has finished their harvest 
while Victoria, Western Australia and 
South Australia are well underway. The 
harvest in Victoria has not resulted in the 
best outcome for growers. Many have 
reported low yields and small fruit size 
with inconsistent colouring, particularly 
for Crimson. 

The markets have also reported fruit has 
been very slow to move at times but this 
has been the case for all fresh fruit and 
not just table grapes. 

Indications are that it will be a very 
short harvest season with most growers 
having finished by the time of reading 
this edition of The Vine.

Work is progressing with access into 
Japan. Japan’s legislation requires that 
it must conduct verification trials of 
cold disinfestation work. BA has invited 
Japan to come to Australia this harvest 
season to conduct the verification trails, 
but as yet no official response has 
been received from Japan’s Ministry of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

BA has presented interested 
stakeholders the ‘Draft’ Import Risk 
Analysis (IRA) for Chinese table grapes 
into Australia. It is a very detailed 
and lengthy 325 page document 
which outlines all of the necessary 
requirements and technical information 
assessing a proposal from China for 
market access to Australia for table 
grapes. 

The draft report proposes that the 
importation of table grapes to Australia 
from all commercial production areas of 
China be permitted, subject to a range of 
quarantine conditions. Australia already 
permits the importation of table grapes 
from Chile, United States (California) 
and New Zealand, provided they meet 
Australian quarantine requirements. 

The draft report identifies pests that 
require quarantine measures to manage 
risks to a very low level in order to 
achieve Australia’s Appropriate Level 
of Production (ALOP). It proposes a 
combination of risk management 
measures and operational systems that 
will reduce the risk associated with the 
importation of table grapes from China 
into Australia to achieve Australia’s 
ALOP. 

The ATGA intends to constitute a working 
party in the near future and then to 
have a workshop with BA to discuss the 
draft IRA and respond to their proposals 
accordingly. The document is available 
for public viewing and can be found on 
the Biosecurity website.

The Horticulture Market Access 
Committee (HMAC) which advises BA and 
Federal Government on overseas market 
access priorities and import priorities 
to Australia, has been restructured into 
the Office of Horticulture Market Access 
(OHMA). 

The ATGA endorsed David Minnis 
Director of 888 Horticulture Exports 
and A & M Exports as the table grape 
industry representative and he has 
been accepted as one of seven industry 
representatives on OHMA.

ATGA Chief Executive’s report

ATGA CEO, Jeff Scott
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Industry issues progressing,

ADFA Board of Management news

Australia can lead world food 
push, NFF challenges Govt
The NFF has dropped a bombshell on 
the Federal Government’s review of 
agricultural research and development 
(R&D) calling for an ‘expanded probe’, 
upping the ante on Federal Agriculture 
Minister Tony Burke “to show real vision 
and leadership by setting Australia up 
as the global hub for farm food and fibre 
science”.

In his address to the Australian Institute 
of Agricultural Science and Technology’s 
national conference in Canberra, NFF 
Chief Executive Officer Ben Fargher 
insisted the government not merely 
rationalise R&D spending, but grasp 
the nettle and establish Australia as the 
world’s leader in farm research and its 
commercialisation.

“The United Nations has highlighted that 
worldwide farm production must increase 
70% by 2050 just to keep pace with 
humanity’s basic food needs,” he said. 

“Australia can, and must, not only seek 
to increase its low carbon, sustainable 
and efficient food production to be at 
the forefront of meeting this booming 
demand, but we can become the centre 
for the world’s agricultural research effort 
needed to fill the ever-growing food order.

“We know agricultural research in 
Australia is a sound investment – 
returning a staggering $11 for every 
research dollar spent. Populations are 
ballooning here and overseas, with 
many countries increasingly unable 
to produce enough food to feed their 
people. A deepening world food crisis 
is a responsibility for those nations who 
are good at food production, and it’s an 
opportunity.

“Australian farmers have a track record 
of success through research innovation to 
lead almost all Australian industries with 
average productivity growth of 2.8% per 
year for the past 30 years. 

“But we’re now going backwards at the 
very time we need to be ramping up our 
research effort. Agricultural research 
intensity – or spending as a proportion 
of output – has fallen by over one-
third in Australia since the mid-1980s. 
Successive Australian Governments 
have failed to embraced this challenge... 
the Rudd Government now has the 
opportunity to do so.

“At the same time, many developing 
nations are smashing us when it comes 
to research spending in agriculture. For 
them, food security isn’t an esoteric 
concept, it’s very real, expressed in life 
and death terms, and Australia can no 

The Board of Management met on 
Thursday 11 March 2010. Outlined below 
is a brief summary of agenda items 
considered at that meeting:
■ The Australian Dried Fruits Industry/

ADFA Strategic Plan for 2010-2013 was 
reviewed and will soon be finalised.

■ Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) 
consultations relating to ‘Delivering 
the Basin Plan’ including the National 
Farmers’ Federation’s (NFF’s) recent 
criticism about the lack of balance in 
the MDBA approach to meeting the 
needs of horticultural industries as well 
as the needs of the environment.

■ The future operations of the Victorian 
and Murray Valley Vine Improvement 
Association (VAMVVIA).

■ Plant Biosecurity – ADFA’s response 
to the Draft Victorian Plant Biosecurity 
Bill as well as issues relating to 
the Victorian Viticulture Biosecurity 
Committee and an impending visit to 
Mildura by Plant Health Australia.

■ Workplace relations and the new 
Horticulture Award 2010 including 
discussion about an NFF Workplace 
Relations briefing for ADFA members to 
be held on Monday 19 April 2010. 

■ Research Update including matters 
relating to the future of the CSIRO 
Merbein site and several project 
funding applications to be finalised with 
HAL.

■ Productivity Commission Inquiry into 
Australia’s Anti-dumping system – the 
Federal Government has received the 
final report, but has not yet indicated 
how it will respond.

■ ADFA Annual Conference arrangements 
for Monday 21 June, 2010 – the AGM 
for financial members will be followed 
by the Annual Growers’ Forum which 
is open to all growers and industry 
stakeholders. 

Imports
Total dried grape imports for the twelve 
months to 28 February, 2010 were 
27,582 tonnes which was well down on 
the 28,478t imported in the same period 
in 2008/09.

In summary:
■ Currants  1,221t down 620t
■ Sultanas 19,368t up 1,360t
■ Others (TSRs) 6,992t down 1,644t
■ Total 27,582t down 896t 

Greece supplied most of the currants, 
exporting 756t to Australia. Most (15,503t) 
of the sultanas came from Turkey with 
China supplying 3,352t and the United 
States 6,072t of TSRs.

longer take its privileged position for 
granted.”

Personal property changes 

New laws passed by the Australian 
Government in December 2009 could 
potentially make it easier for farmers 
to borrow against crops, livestock, 
agricultural products and other assets 
(other than land) they may own. It may 
also make it easier to borrow money to 
restock or to buy feed for existing stock. 

The Personal Property Security Act 2009 
is an overhaul of the current law between 
States and Territories about borrowing 
money against personal property. The 
new law starts from May 2011 and will 
apply to all farmers. 

The law change will mean greater 
transparency as all assets that have been 
borrowed against will be recorded on 
a single online PPS Register. For more 
information about the changes and when 
they will be implemented, visit  
www.ag.gov.au/pps.

2010 National Congress 
Following the landmark success of its 
inaugural National Congress in Brisbane 
last year, the NFF is again bringing 
farmers from across Australia – as well 
as whole-of-chain participants – together 
to explore key issues, developments, 
opportunities and challenges for 
Australian agriculture. 

It is an opportunity for all engaged in 
Australia’s vibrant farm sector to come 
together on the issues that will shape 
agriculture’s future, providing an in-depth 
look at how political, production and 
consumer trends will impact farmers and 
those relying on them for food and fibre. 

The 2010 National Congress will explore: 
■ Federal politics in two major political 

debates on agricultural policy and 
water reform; 

■ New wave consumerism and its 
implications for the sector; 

■ Practical on-farm climate action; 
■ Feeding ourselves and the world 

towards 2050; 
■ Breaking the shackles of infrastructure, 

research and population constraints; 
and 

■ Property rights – the clash between 
mining, agriculture and the 
environment. 

The NFF 2010 National Congress runs 
over 5-7 September at The Grand Hyatt 
Melbourne. For more information visit: 
www.congress.nff.org.au .
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A field walk 
through a 

patch of vines 
that had its 

water turned off for eight months 
through the growing season (October – 
May), and was subsequently returned 
to full irrigation and cropping has given 
hope to dried fruit growers.

The walk on 1 February, 2010 was 
organised by the Department of 
Primary Industries (DPI) Victoria 
together with the Australian Dried 
Fruits Association’s (ADFA’s) Drying for 
profit program.

Ongoing concerns about the impacts 
of drought including the possibility of 
reduced entitlements in the future, has 
growers looking for rootstocks that 
can grow an economically viable crop 
with less water or that can recover 
from having water either turned off or 
significantly reduced, when water is 
returned.

The 10 growers were keen to observe 
the crop of sultanas on various 
rootstocks and it was obvious that 
some rootstocks performed well, while 
others did not cope with reduced water 
and droughting. 

The best performing rootstocks 
included: Ramsey, Paulson, Ruggeri 
and a US-bred rootstock, Lider 187-
24. Lider 187-24 yielded as well as 
Ramsey, but its fruit quality was better 
than Ramsey, and equal to, or better 
than, fruit grown on Paulson.

Vines that did not recover well were on 
Swartzman and own rooted sultanas.

Recovery of Lider 187-24 
As a result of the good cropping 
performance of sultanas on Lider 187-
24 in the drought recovery trial, the 
ADFA is investigating the best means of 
propagating this rootstock. 

Unfortunately the mother vine plantings 
of this rootstock have been destroyed 
and the few vines in the trial may be 
all that remains in Australia. However, 
as these vines have been grafted to 
sultana, there is a strong likelihood 
that they are infected with three of the 
strains of leaf roll virus.

The ADFA is assessing all available 
options to recover Lider 187-24 from 
the trial and have it cleaned up and 
certified virus-free so that it will be 
available to growers in the future.

Vine nutrition field walk
On 4 February, 2010 26 participants 
took a bus trip to Sunset Sultanas to 
observe how the vines had responded 
to a new fertiliser regime adopted 
by Peter Melton, Manager of Sunset 
Sultanas.

This visit was organised by the ADFA 
Drying for profit program and Omnia 
Specialties consultant agronomist 
Andrew Doecke, who introduced 
the new nutrition program at Sunset 
Sultanas over two years ago.

Many of the participants had visited 
the Sunset Sultanas vineyard during 
the ‘Dried Grapes a Growing Business’ 
training program and were amazed at 
the difference. Most commented that 
it was the best that they had seen the 
vineyard and were clearly impressed 
with the crop being produced in the 
patches visited.

On returning to the start point, Mr 
Doecke gave an overview of vine 
nutrition and how best to manage a 
nutrition program to achieve economic 
returns from dried grape production.

After the formal session a BBQ 
followed allowing growers to chat 
informally with Mr Doecke and 

amongst themselves. Feedback shows 
growers enjoyed the BBQ and the talk 
and information exchange was very 
valuable to all those who stayed on to 
enjoy the informal part of this field trip.

Nutrition workshops
The Sunset Sultanas field walk sparked 
a lot of discussion among growers and 
Mr Doecke has agreed to conduct a 
nutrition training program, if there is 
enough interest. 

The program will consist of three four 
hour training sessions to be held in 
June, July and August.

Participation will cost $200 and 
includes a soil test and three sap tests.

This Nutrition Workshop will be made 
available only to ADFA members. Any 
member interested in attending this 
program should contact John Hawtin to 
register. 

Water policy meeting
The Horticulture Industry Network 
Industry Development Officers and DPI 
extension staff will run an information 
session on water policy on Wednesday 
5 May, 2010.

Importantly for Victorian Irrigators, the 
management options available from 
the Northern region Sustainable Water 
Strategy (SWS) will be explained.

Further details on the venue and times 
will be released closer to the date.

Drying for profit activities

Rootstocks offer hope for 
drought recovery

Andrew Doecke shows how sultana berries have developed since the new nutrition 
program was implemented at Sunset Sultanas.
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industry. The committee will meet again 
in March to discuss commercialisation of 
new varieties. 

Following the meeting, the group visited 
several Mildura sultana and currant 
properties to observe the progress 
of new varieties and inspect weather 
damage. Along the way committee 
members commented on the various 
vineyard management practices, pruning 
techniques and new technologies. 

Prunes
Prune Industry Development Officer 
(IDO) Anne Mooney was in attendance at 
the Prune IAC Meeting and was able to 
provide an update on the trial site location 
for rootstocks plantings as part of project 
DP07004 “Continued assessment of 
prune varieties for commercial and 
consumer acceptance”. Mrs Mooney 
also agreed to complete the project 
proposal for the 2010 International Prune 
Association Conference which is to be 
held in Cape Town, South Africa from 24-
27 October 2010. 

Dried tree fruits
SARDI researchers Michael Rettke and 
Darren Graetz gave detailed presentations 

Investment Plan (AIP), the forecast 
financial positions (based on committed 
expenditure and expected levy income) 
helps determine what funds will be 
available for new projects. The IAC is 
then required to endorse or decline any 
new project proposals received via the 
Industry Call.

The number of research and development 
project proposals received via the 
Industry Call in December 2009 was less 
than those received in previous years; 
however it has fortunately coincided 
with lower production forecasts for each 
of these industries. Details on projects 
endorsed by the IAC are currently being 
finalised and will be available in the next 
edition of The Vine.

Dried grapes
The Unique Dried Grape Variety Steering 
Committee met prior to the Dried Grape 
IAC meeting to discuss a range of issues 
relating to management and distribution 
of new dried grape varieties. There 
was much discussion on the imminent 
closure of the CSIRO Merbein facility and 
issues related to future vine breeding 
arrangements for the dried grape 

The dried grape, 
prune, dried tree 
fruit and table 
grape industries 
have all held 
Industry Advisory 
Committee (IAC) 
meetings in the 
past three months 
to establish the 
Annual Investment 
Plan (AIP) for 
the 2010/2011 
financial year. 

The role of an IAC is important in 
capturing the expertise of industry in 
shaping industry investment. The IAC has 
three primary functions:
■ Developing a strategic plan (3-5 years) 

for an industry’s investment. This 
establishes the strategic direction for 
Horticulture Australia (HAL) investment 
of R&D and marketing funds for the 
industry.

■ Preparing an Annual Investment Plan (1 
year) for submission to HAL. This plan 
contains the IAC’s recommendations to 
HAL for project expenditure to achieve 
the outcomes detailed in the strategic 
investment plan.

■ Preparing an Annual Report for 
submission to HAL for approval to 
be tabled at the annual levy payers 
meeting. This report must detail 
the outcomes achieved from the 
expenditure outlined in the Annual 
Investment Plan.

HAL assist the IACs by providing both 
progress updates on the industry’s 
projects and financial position for the 
current financial year. HAL provides 
each IAC with progress updates for 
all current research and development 
and marketing projects, and together 
they discuss any feedback or concerns 
they may have regarding the projects 
current status. In developing the Annual 

IACs meet to invest for the future

Horticulture Australia (HAL) update

HAL Industry  
Services Manager,  
Rowena Norris

Dried Grape IAC:  Table Grape IAC: Dried Prune IAC: Dried Tree Fruit IAC:
Tony Martin (Chair)  Peter MacIntosh (Chair) Malcolm Taylor (Chair) Kris Werner (Acting Chair)
Greg Buchanan  Peter McKeand Cheryl Heley Chris Ellis
Chris Ellis  Nick Muraca Jeff Granger Jim Ellis
Peter Jones  David Minnis Chris Brooke-Kelly Peter Manning
Alan Long  Rob Wheatley Greg Brooke-Kelly Colin Farey
Ivan Shaw David Agg Paul Carver Paul Wittwer
Rob Walker Barry Pedersen Harley Delves Phil Chidgzey (Ex Officio)
Mark King Greg Buchanan Chris Ellis Rowena Norris (Ex Officio)
Phil Chidgzey (Ex Officio) Matt Katich Colin Farey
Rowena Norris (Ex Officio) Werner Ullrich Michael Zalunardo 
 Jeff Scott (Ex Officio) Phil Chidgzey (Ex Officio)
 Rowena Norris (Ex Officio) Rowena Norris (Ex Officio)

The Unique Dried Grape Variety Steering Committee visited several Mildura 
properties to observe the progress of new varieties and inspect weather damage.



27

Strategic Investment Plan being developed for HAL
the next five years. The development of 
a strategic plan is a requirement of HAL’s 
funding agreement with the Federal 
Government. 

HAL has held discussions with the peak 
industry bodies that are members of 
HAL and the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) on the 
content of the plan as it has progressed 
through the initial drafting stages.

Levy payers and other members of 
industry are being invited to comment 

Horticulture Australia (HAL) is in the 
process of developing a new strategic 
investment plan. HAL invests 
approximately $85 annually in 
R&D and marketing programs to 
benefit horticulture industries and 
the wider community. When funds 
are expended on R&D they are 
matched with Federal Government 
funds.

The plan will shape HAL’s key 
activities in investing industry and 
matched government funds over 

on the outline of the plan before 21 
April, 2010. 

All feedback will reviewed by HAL and 
will be incorporated into the revised plan 
where appropriate. The revised draft will 
be sent to the Minister for Agriculture’s 
office for review before being finally 
considered by the HAL Board. The plan is 
scheduled to be finalised by July 2010.

It can be viewed at www.horticulture.com.
au/strategicplan. Comments can be sent 
to strategicplan@horticulture.com.au.

at the Dried Tree Fruit IAC meeting. 
Responsible for SARDI’s apricot breeding 
program the two men demonstrated the 
success of the program by providing 
committee members with data analysis 
and financial comparisons between 
successful, existing apricot varieties and 
those developed from the program.

Dried samples were also available so that 
members could verify the taste, texture, 

size and colour of the end products for 
themselves. Some dried peaches were also 
displayed as an example of the work which 
has been completed with new varieties.

Table grapes
Driven by the development of a new 
marketing strategic plan, the table 
grape industry has recently overhauled 
its promotional activities. Prior to the 
Table Grape IAC meeting HAL Marketing 

Manager Agnes Barnard gave, the 
Marketing Sub-committee a thorough 
update on all domestic marketing 
activities currently being completed as 
the industry comes into its peak season. 

Ms Barnard confirmed that the new 
website www.australiangrapes.com.au had 
been successfully launched and featured 
the Libby Trickett Munch-A Bunch-A-
Grapes campaign.

Carbendazim no longer approved for 
grapes or stone fruit

supplied to retailers prior to 25 January, 
2010. This phase out period ends 25 
July, 2010.

After 25 July, 2010 growers must not 
use carbendazim on grapes, cucurbits 
(including melons), citrus fruits, custard 
apples, mangoes, pome fruits, stone 
fruits and turf.

This suspension action does not include 
withdrawal of the Maximum Residue 
Limits (MRLs) for any crops. Any 
decision to withdraw these MRLs will 
be made at a later stage (finalisation of 
the review) and will take into account 
the potential storage time of produce 
treated in accordance with the label 
instructions at that time. Growers found 
to have used carbendazim on these 
crops after 25 July, 2010 could be 
prosecuted under state and territory 
‘control of use’ laws.

Other crops may continue to use 
carbendazim products but must note the 
extended health warnings and amended 
instructions which see the chemical 
upgraded from Schedule 6 (Poison) to 
Schedule 7 (Dangerous poison). 

Further information can be obtained from 
the APVMA  at http://www.apvma.gov.au/
products/review/current/carbendazim_
horticultural.php

A review of the use of the fungicide 
carbendazim in Australia has resulted 
in its withdrawal for use on a number of 
horticultural crops including grapes and 
stone fruit as well as turf.

The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary 
Medicines Authority (APVMA) began a 
review of carbendazim in early 2007. 
The new regulatory actions were 
imposed after considering new scientific 
information which identified that 
maximum residue limits (MRLs) set for 
some food crops and potential public 
exposures to treated turf may not meet 
new health standards.

An outcome of the current decision 
is that carbendazim will no longer be 
approved for grapes, cucurbits (including 
melons), citrus fruits, custard apples, 
mangoes, pome fruits, stone fruits and 
turf. 

The withdrawal of use is effective as of 
25 January, 2010

From 25 January onwards the 
manufacturers of product must supply 
carbendazim only with an additional 
notice attached to the label that prohibits 
use on these crops.

However the APVMA has allowed a six 
month phase out period for the sales 
and use of product that were already 

Examples of carbendazim products 
that can no longer be used on grapes 
or stone fruit after the 25 July, 2010 
include:

■ 4Farmers Carbendazim 500 
Fungicide WP

■ Farmoz Howzat SC Systemic 
Fungicide

■ Boomer Systemic Fungicide

■ Chemag Carbendazim 500 SC 
Fungicide

■ Campbell Goldazim 500SC Systemic 
Fungicide

■ Kendon Carbendon SC Systemic 
Fungicide

■ Superway Carbendazim 500 
Systemic Fungicide

■ Halley Carbendazim 500 Systemic 
Fungicide

■ Crop Care Bavistin FL Systemic 
Fungicide

■ Shincar 500 SC Fungicide

■ Nufarm Spin Flo Systemic Fungicide

■ 4Farmers Carbendazim 500 SC 
Fungicide

■ Country Carbendazim 500 Fungicide
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Murray Valley Horticulture Industries 
(MVHI) have stated their support, in 
principle, for efforts to improve the 
sustainability of the Murray-Darling 
River system, but strongly object to the 
overall method currently proposed to 
achieve this. 

The MVHI represents the views of 
permanent horticultural plantings 
throughout the Murray Valley region 
including growers in Victoria, New South 
Wales and South Australia, with some 
of the industries representing growers 
beyond this into the Riverina region and 
other areas. It includes members of the 
Almond Board of Australia, Australian 
Dried Fruits Association (ADFA), Murray 
Valley Table Grape Growers’ Council, 
Murray Valley Citrus Board and Murray 
Valley Winegrowers.

Their statement is in response to a 
major discussion paper on the issues 
involved in setting new basin-wide 
limits on the amount of water that 
can be taken from the Murray-
Darling Basin’s rivers, waterways and 
groundwater.

These sustainable diversion limits 
(SDLs), will form an essential part of the 
Basin Plan currently being developed 
by the Murray-Darling Basin Authority 
(MDBA).

“The MVHI are supportive of the 
inclusion of all forms of take under 
diversion limitation, but are strongly 
concerned about the possibility of error 
in measurement,” ADFA Chairman, Mark 
King said.

He said the MVHI insist on the adoption 
of a more rigorous and balanced 
approach to the issue of consumptive 
versus environmental water 
requirements, including the provision of 
evidence of how environmental water 
can be used.

“Furthermore, it is essential that the 
proposed methodology for social and 
economic analysis be clarified and 
strengthened, so that economic and 
social issues, such as the needs of 
irrigators, are not overwhelmed by 
environmental considerations.”

Mr King said while the MVHI recognise 
the need for maintenance of 

environmental production, the approach 
proposed by the MDBA means that this 
is at the expense of only agricultural 
producers. 

The MVHI claim the economic and 
social impacts or reduced horticultural 
output as a result of reduced water 
available to horticulture, would 
substantially outweigh any benefits 
gained from diverting these water 
resources to environmental uses.

As such the MVHI urges the MDBA to 

avoid any reduction in water availability 
for sizable horticultural areas wherever 
possible. To facilitate this, alternative 
methods such as making greater 
investment in capital works, new 
technologies or new practices which 
result in increased efficiencies, and 
voluntary sale of water should be 
pursued in these regions.

The Murray Valley is regarded as 
the most efficient irrigation area 
in Australia, and through this it 
can be argued that irrigators in 
this region already contribute to 
environmental needs. Mr King said 
further disadvantaging of these groups 
could be alleviated by the adoption 
of payments for ecological services, 
a practice widely adopted in other 
areas of the world – including by the 
Commonwealth Government on projects 
overseas.

The efficiency of Murray Valley irrigators 
means that the MVHI would also be 
prepared to offer support for metering 
of all water used, despite the difficulties 
presented in measuring all forms of 
take.

Industry responds to 
MDBA sustainable 

diversion limits issues 
paper

“But over and above 
the need for water 
itself, growers with 

permanent plantings 
need to be able to have 
confidence in the future 

of water supplies.” 

New Basin Plan 
could be a disaster 

for agriculture
Four months out from a draft plan 
being presented, National Farmers’ 
Federation (NFF) President David 
Crombie declared the new Murray-
Darling Basin Plan a train smash 
waiting to happen for agriculture.

“The NFF’s assessment follows 
months of discussion with the Federal 
Government and the Murray-Darling 
Basin Authority (MDBA) over the water 
reform agenda.

“The Basin Plan is supposed to set 
new caps on water extraction in the 
Murray-Darling Basin to optimise 
economic, social and environmental 
outcomes, as stipulated in the Water 
Act 2007,” Mr Crombie said.

“All indications are that this balance 
will be nonexistent. From what we 
have gathered the agenda within the 
MDBA is to apportion the environment 
all priorities, with agricultural 
production getting what’s leftover.

“This is not a balanced approach. Such 
an outcome would decimate farm 
production across the basin and the 
jobs and communities that rely on it. 

“Further, while the new regime will 
make farmers accountable for water 
use, the water being tapped by 
Federal and State Governments for 
meeting environmental needs will not 
be subjected to anywhere near the 
same scrutiny. In other words, it’s an 
unaccountable pool.”

Mr Crombie said members had 
indicated they were only now, four 
months out, being asked about the 
potential socio-economic impact on 
regional communities, businesses, 
farms or families. “These are complex 
issues that cannot be rushed,” he said.

“We have been deeply involved in good 
faith discussions to progress sensible 
water reform with the Minister, her 
department and the newly formed 
MDBA, but at this stage it’s heading for 
a disaster.

“This is not about agriculture versus 
the environment. Irrigators and 
regional communities want healthy 
rivers too, in fact, they depend on 
them. NFF has supported the principles 
of water reform for many years but the 
implementation is just not cutting it 
and the uncertainty in our communities 
is driving them to breaking point.”

Water outlook

■  continued on page 29 ■
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■  continued from page 28 ■

Mr King said the MVHI are primarily 
concerned with the long term reliability 
of water supplies, not just as a vital 
input to horticultural production, 
but also as a requirement for future 
investment in the industry. 

“Given the economic value of 
horticulture to the Murray-Darling Basin, 
we suggest water availability to these 
industries should not be reduced if at all 
possible,” he said. 

“But over and above the need for water 
itself, growers with permanent plantings 

need to be able to have confidence in 
the future of water supplies. 

“Whatever processes are ultimately 
used to limit and manage irrigation 
water supplies, they need to be 
consistent and transparent, and have 
demonstrable dependability for both 
irrigators and financiers.” 

Mr King said typically a large part 
of security for farm borrowings 
was against water assets and large 
reductions in the value of these assets 
jeopardises the necessary capacity to 
borrow. 

The MVHI recommend that much 

more detail be provided on the 
proposed processes, and that adequate 
community engagement be undertaken 
to ensure that the specific needs of the 
Basin’s various irrigation industries are 
taken into account.

“Overall, the greatest need of the MVHI 
and many other stakeholder groups is 
the provision of more information and 
the opportunity for real involvement in 
the decision making process,” he said. 

“Stakeholder groups such as the MVHI 
are in many ways the best qualified 
parties to assist in minimising economic 
and social impacts of the development 

Victoria’s new carryover rules
b) Where an entitlement-holder has both 
high and low-reliability water shares 
linked to the same ABA, water carried 
over will be deemed to be recorded first 
against low-reliability water shares, then 
against high reliability water shares.

c) Carryover, up to entitlement volume, 
will be available in the ABA at the start 
of the following season. Carryover above 
entitlement volume will be held in a SWA.

d) After allocation plus carryover reach 
100% of entitlement volume, all further 
allocations will be credited to their SWA, 
rather than being lost to the entitlement-
holder.

e) Water held in a SWA will be 
quarantined until:

The value of carryover as insurance 
against drought years cannot be denied, 
but its usefulness is limited in average 
and wet years. 

To help improve the flexibility and benefit 
of carryover a new concept known as 
a Spillable Water Account (SWA) will 
be introduced. Under such a system 
carryover is governed by spill rules and 
this reduces the risk of entitlement-
holders losing their carryover in full 
allocation years.

The following new rules affecting 
carryover will be effective from the end 
of the 2009/10 irrigation season:

a) Entitlement-holders can carry over any 
unused water in their Allocation Bank 
Account (ABA) at the end of the season.

i) the system operator declares 
there is very low risk of the storage 
physically spilling; then the water will 
be transferred into the entitlement-
holder’s ABA for use or trade

ii) the storage physically spills; 
then water in all SWAs will spill 
proportionally and entitlement-holders 
fully bear this risk

iii) there is a risk of the storage 
physically spilling; then water in the 
SWA continues to be quarantined until 
i) or ii) occurs.

f) Five percent of water carried over at 
the end of the season will be deducted 
to account for evaporation losses in the 
following year.

NSW water update
New South Wales share of Lake Victoria. 
Additional inflows into Lake Victoria will 
contribute to Victoria’s available water 
resources under the internal spill rules of 
the Murray-Darling Basin Agreement. 

As a result of the increased flows, general 
security allocations in the Murray Valley 
were raised by 2% to 22% of entitlement.

Management of the Menindee 
Lakes 

The flows generated in the Barwon 
Darling River system as a result of the 
Christmas New Year flooding in northern 
New South Wales has resulted in about 

The effects of heavy rainfall in 
December/January in northern New 
South Wales and resulting floods in the 
Darling River are bringing welcome relief 
to irrigators in the South.

The floodwaters have now made their 
way to the Menindee Lakes, which had 
risen to 590 gigalitres, or 34% capacity 
at 11 March (Table 1). This is more than 
three times the volume it held at the 
same time last year.

These flows and the residual Murray 
River flows have met the South 
Australian entitlement and filled the 

1,070,000 megalitres of water passing 
Wilcannia. This water has resulted in 
Lakes Wetherell and Pamamaroo being 
filled to their surcharge capacity of about 
610 gigalitres, with about 580 gigalitres 
being released to the lower Darling. 

It is expected that at least 500 gigalitres 
of water will reach the Murray River 
from this event. The inflows are now 
receding and the releases from the 
Menindee Lakes are now being reduced 
in anticipation of volumes that will 
enter the Darling River and eventually 
the Menindee Lakes from current 
Queensland flooding. 

Table 1. Murray Valley storage levels as at 11 March 2010. 

Storage   Volume  %   Change (GL) in   Approximate volume

@ 11 March 2010  (GL)  of capacity  Volume since 11 February 2010 at this time last year

Hume Dam  538  18  -27   252 

Dartmouth Dam  1204  31  +15   858 

Menindee Lakes  590  34  +120   161 

Lake Victoria  481  72  +164   226 

Total volume: 2813    1497
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An integrated pest management 
(IPM) system developed for the citrus 
industry to control Kelly’s citrus thrips 
has also resulted in water savings and 
yield increases. While the approach 
was developed to control a particular 
citrus pest, the approach taken could 
be transferred to other industries, 
particularly perennial fruit and tree nut 
crops, purely for the productivity gains. 

The use of a 5 centimetre layer of 
green compost to boost the beneficial 
insect population not only reduced the 
incidence of thrips by 90%, it resulted 
in significant water savings and 
increases in fruit yield and size of up to 
60%.

South Australian Research and 
Development Institute (SARDI) 
researchers Greg Baker and Dr Peter 
Crisp say the system has already been 
used in onions, lettuce and an almond 
orchard with similar results.

“It was excellent that we controlled the 
thrips, but the real bonus was the yield 
gains and water saving,” Dr Crisp said.

“We attribute a lot of our gain to 
improved soil moisture holding capacity. 
If you’re irrigating weekly in Summer 
we estimate you can stretch it out 
by two additional days using green 
compost. These findings are likely to 
benefit other perennial fruit and nut tree 

crops as well - we’re keen to talk to 
other industries about the findings.”

The trials were conducted on several 
sites including Primary Industries 
and Resources SA Loxton Research 
Centre. Gary Grigson, farm manager at 
Loxton Research Centre, says it’s worth 
growers taking a look at the system.

“The fruit was pretty good and the trees 
looked healthier,” Mr Grigson said.

“Overall we saw a 25 to 30% size 
increase compared to other years – 
even the packing shed was impressed.” 

While the cost of building a 5cm layer 
of top soil from green compost is not 
cheap at $50 per cubic metre, and 
40 cubic metres applied per hectare, 
a benefit cost analysis shows that 
through increasing yield and fruit size 
and achieving better pack outs, growers 
could expect economic returns that 
cover inputs in the first year and would 
see a five-fold return on the investment 
over five years.

IPM boosts yield by 60%

South Australian grower Humphrey 
Howie was also involved in the trial. 
He grows navels, Valencias, mandarins 
and grapefruit on his 23 hectare 
property at Renmark West. While Mr 
Howie endorses the approach taken 
to manage Kelly’s citrus thrips, he has 
adapted it to work with his business 
model.

“It worked well. What used to be a 
major problem is not at all anymore,” 
Mr Howie said.

“But the rates at which the researchers 
used the compost was very expensive 
in one go. You could aim at doing a 
small area each year. We’re doing 
it more often, but using a lot less 
compost. We spread compost two times 
a year at maybe one tenth of the rate.” 

Compost treatments used in this project 
included recycled green waste, grape 
mark and animal manure. The benefits 
achieved through green recycled waste 
were more robust and long term than 
the other composts used. 

A best practice guide was developed 
through the project. 

CT06007 ‘Synthesis of a citrus 
thrips IPM system with production 
and environmental benefits’ was 
funded by HAL using the citrus levy, a 
voluntary contribution from industry 
and matched funds from the Federal 
Government.

Above: Compost spreading in Riverland citrus orchard.
Right: Kelly’s citrus thrips on lemon flower. 

“It was excellent that we 
controlled the thrips, but 
the real bonus was the 
yield gains and water 

saving,”



the honeydew that the bug excretes - 
mostly excess sap, containing high sugar 
levels. This honeydew accumulates on 
fruit and leaves, promoting the growth of 
dark sooty mould fungus. Sooty mould 
presents a cosmetic problem, mainly of 
concern in table grapes. In wine grapes 
this is not an issue. 

In dried fruit production the honeydew 
stops drying emulsion from making 
contact with the fruit causing problems 
with drying and leading to dark coloured 
berries and a loss of grade.

As with other mealybugs, vine mealybug 
can transmit grape viruses.

Where is it found? 

It is primarily located in Italy, Spain, 
France, Israel and Egypt, as well as in 
South Africa, Azerbaijan, India, Pakistan 

Vine mealybug, Planococcus ficus, is 
exotic to Australia. 

What is it? 
The vine mealybug is white with a 
flattened oval shape measuring about 3 
millimetres. Populations are most likely 
to develop on vigorous vines with heavy 
foliage that supplies greater shade and 
nutrition. 

Where vine mealybug is expected to 
be a problem, it is more severe on 
late-ripening varieties. Early-maturing 
varieties are harvested before the second 
(Summer) generation has had much of an 
impact. Injury is usually not severe, and 
natural enemies generally provide control. 

What do I look for? 

The problem from mealybug arises from 

and Argentina. It was first identified in 
California in 1994 in the Coachella Valley. 

The long-tailed mealybug (Pseudococcus 
longispinus) is a common pest of 
Australian vineyards and should not 
be confused with the slightly smaller 
vine mealybug which has not yet been 
detected in Australia. 

How can I protect my vineyard 
from the vine mealybug? 
Check your vineyard frequently for the 
presence of new pests and unusual 
symptoms. Make sure you are familiar 
with common viticulture pests so you can 
tell if you see something different. 

If you see anything unusual, call the Exotic 
Plant Pest Hotline on 1800 084 881.
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Left: Vine mealybug.  Right: Vine mealybug adult female and egg mass on bark.

Spotted anything unusual? 
Vine mealybug 

As Australia’s viticulture industries strive to keep foreign pests at bay, it is vital 
growers and vineyard workers know what pests are present in the vineyard, and 

more importantly to report anything unusual.

Biosecurity Australia (BA) has advised that all 
trade from the United States will be stopped 
until such a time that the US can demonstrate 
appropriate control of Drosophila suzukii, 
more commonly known as spotted wing 
drosophilia.

BA has commenced a pest initiated Pest Risk 
Analysis (PRA) for Drosophila suzukii for all 
fresh fruit import pathways.

This analysis is in response to the recent 
reports of Drosophila suzukii affecting 
commercial crops in western North America. 
More recently, Drosophila suzukii has been 
confirmed present in Florida, US, and in Italy.

Drosophila suzukii has been recorded from 
a large variety of plant species where the 
immature stages of the fly occur within host 

fruit. Unlike other drosophilia species, this 
pest has been recorded to cause damage to 
commercial fruit before harvest, and may be 
on the pathway for traded host fruit. 

Drosophila suzukii has been confirmed to 
cause damage to fruit of caneberries (eg. 
raspberries), cherries, stone fruit, strawberries 
and blueberries in North America. It has 
recently been confirmed to be affecting grapes 
in North America and is known to damage 
grapes in Japan.

Australian Table Grape Association (ATGA) 
Chief Executive Jeff Scott said to address the 
risk posed by Drosophila suzukii, Australia was 
introducing emergency measures to ensure 
the pest did not enter and establish in Australia 
through the trade in host commodities.

BA is also preparing a draft PRA report. The 
report will identify import pathways and 
propose management options to mitigate the 
risk associated with Drosophila suzukii in a 
range of commodities.

Publication of the report will also fulfil 
Australia’s international obligations under the 
SPS Agreement following the introduction of 
emergency measures.

Mr Scott said BA were looking at emergency 
procedures for strawberries and cherries, but 
table grapes were more complicated and it 
could take a while for appropriate measures 
to be agreed upon. 

“As a result, it is unlikely that we will see 
Californian table grapes imported to Australia 
this year,” he said.

BA stops Californian imports
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Taking grapes on the run
“The brand ambassadors reported that 
most consumers were not aware that 
grapes have a low glycaemic index (GI) 
and several people thought that all red 
grapes had seeds and seemed happy to 
find out that they in fact don’t,” she said.

To enhance brand presence and remind 
commuters to munch-a-bunch-a-grapes 
each of the sessions were supported with 
pull up banners featuring Table Grape 
Ambassador Libby Trickett and branded 
chiller bins.

Ms Barnard said 40,000 sample bags 
were distributed throughout the program 
(10,000 per session). Samples were given 
out during the morning (6am-10am) 
and afternoon rush hours (3pm-7pm) 
on separate days; however consumers 
seemed to be more relaxed and have 
more time to chat during the afternoon 
sessions.

“Overall the sampling was received 
extremely positively and several 
consumers mentioned how nice it was to 
have something healthy handed out for a 
change,” she said.

“Comments like “I hadn’t thought of 

An exciting new initiative in the table 
grape marketing campaign this year 
saw Sydney commuters munching on 
Australian table grapes on their way to 
catch a train.

Horticulture Australia (HAL) Marketing 
Manager for table grapes Agnes Barnard 
said grapes were a perfect grazing snack 
because you could eat as few, or as many, 
as you please. 

“Our consumer research found most 
grapes were consumed at home, rather 
than outside the home and this is an area 
where we can create growth,” she said.

“To demonstrate the convenience of 
grapes as a healthy snack while on the 
run, and to expose consumers to different 
situations where they could enjoy grapes 
outside the home this phase of the 
campaign offered sample bags of grapes 
to Sydney commuters.”

A team consisting of one Team Leader, 
five Brand Ambassadors and two runners 
handed out snap lock bags containing 50 
grams of Crimson Seedless grapes (about 
6-8 berries) at Town Hall and Wynyard 
train stations, two stations with the 
highest foot traffic.

Ms Barnard said Crimson Seedless had 
been chosen as red grapes were not 
commonly known to be seedless. 

She said that in addition to giving the 
experience of eating grapes outside 
the home it was important to educate 
consumers further about the health 
benefits of grapes, so an A6-sized flyer 
had been enclosed in the sample bag.

popping a few grapes in a bag as a 
snack at work or for the kids” and “Great 
snack idea – and so easy!” showed the 
real potential of the program to raise 
awareness of grapes as a snack for on 
the run and ultimately increase sales.” 

In-store merchandising 

This year’s in-store merchandising 
program focused on 50 greengrocers in 
metropolitan Sydney. They each received 
five phone calls and four 30-minute store 
visits throughout the season to ensure the 
industry’s key messages and point-of-
sale (POS) materials were installed in their 
stores throughout the season. 

The trade educators/merchandisers were 
also armed with a table of table grape 
varieties and seasonalities.

Upon consultation with the Table Grape 
Marketing Sub-committee, the following 
information was communicated to all 
participating stores:
■ Table grapes should be stored in 0 to 

2°C for long term storage and 5-8°C for 
short term storage. Exposure to higher 
temperature should be minimised as it 
causes stem deterioration and berries 
to shrivel. Any form of breakdown or 
deterioration is even further accelerated 
with higher temperatures.

■ Ensure that table grapes are delivered 
or purchased in cartons with covers or 
boxes with slide-on lids. This helps in 
keeping temperatures at a minimum.

■ Only bring out enough fruit that could 
be sold in 2 hours maximum to keep 
displayed fruit looking as fresh as 

“Several people thought 
that all red grapes had 

seeds and seemed 
happy to find out that 

they in fact don’t.”

Brand Ambassadors at Sydney’s Town Hall and Wynyard stations handed out samples for consumers to Much-a-bunch-a grapes 
on the way to work.
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New website entices consumers
The Australian table grape industry has 
a vibrant new website to communicate 
information and entice consumers to eat 
more Australian grapes.

Horticulture Australia redeveloped the 
Australian Table Grape Association 
(ATGA) website (www.atga.com.au) in 
conjunction with web designers Wolf 
Tracks, on behalf of the industry and 
renamed it www.australiangrapes.com.au 
to have a broader appeal. Any search on 
the old website address will be redirected 
to the industry site of the current website. 

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said the 
aim was to create a user-friendly interface 
that would be easy to navigate for both 
industry and the general public.

“In this modern age more people are 
spending an increasing amount of time 
in front of their computers. The internet 
is proving an ideal tool to communicate 
current information not only to those allied 
to the industry locally and internationally, 
but to the wider public,” Mr Scott said.

The new website was designed with two 
main parts – a consumer section which 
acts as the entry portal to the industry 
section.

 Mr Scott said the fresh new look for 
the website complements ongoing 
PR campaigns and features taglines 
like ‘munch-a bunch-a-grapes’ and 
‘Australia’s little super snack’ and this 
year’s Table Grape Ambassador Libby 
Trickett.

“While the website is an effective platform 
to communicate information on health 
benefits, availability of different varieties 
and how to select and store grapes, it is 
the rolling imagery of sumptuous, juicy 
grapes that hit you and has you wanting 
to reach out and eat them,” he said.

“Research has shown that consumers 
want to identify with the food they eat; 

they want to 
know where 
it came from 
and how it 
was grown or 
prepared. To 
help consumers 
form this 
emotional 
connection 
the website 
has included 
information 
on the regions 
where table 
grapes are 
grown, a 
history of grape 
production in 
Australia and 
profiles on individual growers that have 
been featured in The Vine.”

Industry has not been forgotten and with 
ATGA members, exporters, importers, 
retailers and buyers all expected to visit 
the site, it too has been upgraded.

“In addition to all relevant information 
from the old ATGA website (which has 
been updated and migrated to the new 
industry section) we have included 
information on the low GI status of table 
grapes, point-of-sale material, and 
international promotion brochures,” Mr 
Scott said.

“The Breaking news section that fronts 
the industry section has been a fantastic 
addition. Following the Queensland fruit 
fly outbreak in Sunraysia we were able 
to direct growers to the website where 
they could download important advice 
and notifications from AQIS and the 
Department of Primary Industries Victoria.

“The website also provided the 
opportunity to widely and accurately 
communicate our immediate quarantine 

and inspection response, thus providing 
confidence to international buyers 
about the high standards of Australian 
biosecurity measures.”

A website performance report by Google 
Analytics shows a spike in activity at this 
time, validating the effectiveness of the 
site as an effective communication tool.

Further analysis shows that since the 
website went live on 30 November, 2009, 
it has had visits from China, the United 
States, India, Chile, Mexico, France, South 
Africa, Thailand in order of number of real 
visits.

Mr Scott said he was very pleased with 
the new look of the website and the 
impact that it was having. “However, we 
must keep the content current and include 
new items of interest for our target 
audience so that they have a reason 
to return to the site,” he said. “I would 
appreciate any feedback from growers 
and industry members as to how we can 
improve the information on the website to 
better suit the needs of industry.”

possible. Do not tip box/carton of fruit 
upside down to replenish shelf. The 
less handling of table grapes the better. 
Ideally, table grapes should be supplied 
in a shallow type of box where fruit 
is stored with the stem up for less 
handling. Simply place box/carton on 
the shelf.

■ Discard fruit that has deteriorated. Do 
not display new fruit with the old side 
by side. This will simply emphasize the 
level of deterioration of the old fruit.

■ Immature fruit should not be 
acceptable. Order specifications must 
include that immature fruit will not be 

acceptable. This will help put pressure 
on industry to ensure a high eating 
quality of table grapes.

Ms Barnard said at the time of writing the 
trade educators had made three of their 
four visits and results were promising.

“Awareness of different varieties and 
knowledge of proper handling and display 
of grapes was generally high,” she said.

“There was also evidence to show 
greengrocers were attempting to 
replenish displays more often.”

Ms Barnard said there were also plans 
to meet with the major retail chains to 

support them in improving table grape 
displays through developing a table grape 
retail guide and further involvement in 
their operating procedures.

Other elements of the 2009/10 
marketing campaign include the Grape 
escape competition on page 15 and the 
redevelopment of the ATGA website on 
page 33.

TG09500 ‘Table grape marketing 
campaign 2009/2010’ has been 
facilitated by HAL in partnership with the 
ATGA and has been funded by the national 
table grape marketing levy. 
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planning around existing hamlets, which 
would not happen under the more 
popular Option A,” he said.

“Furthermore, the new planning rules 
provide an opportunity for landowners to 
apply for permits. It’s designed to protect 
our farming land, which is something 
that dried fruit growers who wish to 
remain in the industry long term should 
encourage.”

Fellow ADFA Board member and Merbein 
resident Stephen Bennett agreed. 
“Unfortunately much more of Merbein 
has been dried off since this issue first 
came up, but at least with these new 
planning rules there is some certainty 
about what the land can, and can’t, be 
used for.” 

Mr Madden said the amendment draws 
on the recommendations of the Mildura 
Planning Taskforce which was charged 
with investigating planning issues in 
the MOIA and determining a long term 
position for landowners.

“The taskforce also recommended that 
Council prepare a housing strategy, 
with support from the Department of 
Planning and Community Development 

The Australian Dried Fruits Association 
(ADFA) welcomes an amendment to the 
Mildura Planning Scheme recognising 
the Farming Zone as the most 
appropriate zone for the Mildura Older 
Irrigation Area (MOIA).

The amendment acknowledges that 
agriculture, particularly irrigated 
horticulture, and the associated 
manufacturing, packaging and 
processing of local produce, underpins 
the local economy of the Rural City of 
Mildura. More importantly for growers, 
it supports ongoing horticulture in the 
MOIA.

Planning Minister Justin Madden 
approved Amendment C65 to the Mildura 
Planning Scheme while making certain 
provisions for subdivisions and dwellings 
(see coloured box).

“The MOIA presents a unique range 
of circumstances that requires quite 
targeted responses and planning 
controls,” Mr Madden said.

“This amendment puts in place planning 
controls that provide for agricultural 
transition in this important food growing 
area while focussing urban development 
in settlements to minimise ad-hoc 
development in non urban-zoned areas.

“This is a great outcome for landowners 
and the broader Mildura community.”

Mildura resident and ADFA Board 
member Warren Lloyd welcomed 
the recommendation for the Mildura 
Rural City Council (MRCC) to develop a 
housing strategy that would help define 
residential and agricultural areas and 
improve planning for the future. “I believe 
that this will help facilitate residential 

(DPCD), to guide the municipality’s 
future housing and settlement needs, as 
well as investigating opportunities for 
rural residential living around existing 
hamlets,” he said.

The independently chaired Mildura 
Planning Taskforce comprised 
representatives from the DPCD, Regional 
Development Victoria, Department 
of Primary Industries, Department of 
Sustainability and Environment, Mallee 
Catchment Management Authority, 
Lower Murray Water and MRCC.

“The taskforce has been a collaborative 
effort with Mildura Rural City Council and 
various State Government departments 
and agencies working together to achieve 
a positive outcome for the landowners 
and people of Mildura,” Mr Madden said.

“This is a significant food production 
region where the government is making 
significant investment in irrigation 
infrastructure upgrades and related 
services through its Northern Irrigation 
Renewal project.”

Mr Lloyd believes ‘right to farm’ issues 
will increase in the future regardless 
of future residential development. “The 
fact that we are now in a ‘Farming Zone’ 
will give farmers a stronger position to 
continue their farm practices,” he said.

Overall, the provisions for subdivisions 
and dwellings are in the form proposed 
by council with some modifications and 
subject to specific conditions.

This amendment supersedes Amendment 
C58 which placed a moratorium on 
planning applications in the MOIA.

Full details of Amendment C65 can be 
found at: www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/planning.

Planning amendment supports 
horticulture in MOIA 

“The fact that we are 
now in a ‘Farming 

Zone’ will give farmers 
a stronger position to 
continue their farm 

practices.”

New provisions for the MOIA include:
Dwellings
■ A landowner may apply for a permit 

to use land for a dwelling, subject to 
specific requirements, if one of the 
following applies: 

-  The lot is between 0.3 hectares 
and 1.2ha and the application is 
made prior to 31 December 2012;

-  The lot is between 10 and 20ha 
and existed on 29 May 2009; or

-  The lot is 10 ha or greater 
(including those that were achieved 
via consolidation of adjoining lots 

unencumbered by a Section 173 
Agreement ensuring no further 
dwellings will be constructed).

■ A permit to use land for a dwelling is 
not required for a dwelling if a lot is 
20ha or greater. 

■ A permit to use land for a dwelling 
cannot be granted for a lot between 
1.2ha and 10ha. 

Subdivision
A landowner may apply for a permit for 
subdivision for the following:

■ An excision of an existing dwelling 
on a lot that is 1ha or greater. 

■ A boundary realignment to transfer 
or consolidate farming land (may 
include an existing dwelling). All 
other boundary realignments are 
prohibited. 

Specific sites
■ The amendment will provide 

transitional arrangements to provide 
an opportunity for the owners of 
specific sites to apply for a planning 
permit for the use of land for a 
dwelling. 
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well placed to address the issues. Input 
from existing landholders would serve 
to assist planners in their decisions.  To 
help growers understand and address 
issues related to peri-urban planning, 
a study was commissioned in 2007 as 
part of the Horticulture Australia (HAL) 
across industry funded program.

The project comprised a literature 
review on peri-urban horticulture 
and land use planning and a ‘tool-kit’ 
made up of practical guidelines to 
help growers navigate through land 
use planning jargon and the system 
itself.

HAL project manager Ravi Hegde says 
the planning system can be a minefield 
and the report, Peri-urban horticulture 
and land use planning: Literature 
Review & Tool-kit, would help people 
to understand how Federal, State and 
Local Governments work to put the 
whole planning system in place.

“It has a glossary of terms which 
gives people an everyday English 
understanding of jargon,” Mr Hegde 
said.

“It also provides some practical 
information about buffers. Having 
buffers in place will reduce the potential 
for conflict with those neighbours.”

The tool kit provides a series of 
fact sheets designed to help users 
understand the planning process and 

As the great Aussie ‘quarter-acre 
block dream’ and inner city housing 
affordability put even greater pressure 
on the city fringes, understanding the 
issues around peri-urban land use 
planning and its impacts on horticulture 
is increasingly important. 

A peri-urban area is commonly 
understood to be land adjacent to the 
edge of an urban area, extending from 
the built up edge of the city to the rural 
hinterland. The concept of agricultural 
land ‘awaiting urban development’ via 
an ad hoc process of conversion is 
often regarded as an inevitable outcome 
of population and economic growth. 

The table grape industry in Western 
Australia is among the horticultural 
industries affected by the expansion of 
cities into traditional agricultural growing 
areas. As urban expansion continues 
to grow, horticultural industries find 
themselves, sharing the environment 
with lifestyle farmers and non-rural 
residents. The issue is particularly 
important to many intensive agricultural 
industries and has been on the 
government planning radar as a result of 
land use conflict in peri-urban areas. 

Conflict can arise over such things 
as noise from dogs, trucks and farm 
equipment; odour from fertilisers and 
sprays; health concerns about spray 
drift; access to water; and visual 
intrusion from things such as hail netting. 

While growers face the challenge 
of continuing to make a living in an 
increasingly urbanised environment, 
planners must balance the demands 
of population growth with the need 
to maintain agricultural businesses, 
protect the environment and ensure 
food supply.  

The responsibility for assessing 
development and subdivision proposals 
generally falls on local government 
who, by their own admission, are in 
many cases under resourced and not 

equip them to become involved in the 
land use debate at a local level. 

The following topics are featured:

■ Understanding the land use 
planning system – a quick guide 
to the Australian planning system 
which outlines the various levels of 
legislation and how it affects peri-
urban stakeholders.

■ Zoning – helps those seeking to 
develop their land or preserve it for 
agricultural use to understand how 
governments use zoning controls and 
the limitations of the current system.

■ Land use conflict –an outline of 
some of the sources of disputes 
between neighbours in peri-urban 
areas and some possible practical 
approaches to address them.

■ Buffers – examines the pros and 
cons of using land buffers between 
neighbours to reduce conflict.

■ Urban growth boundaries – looks 
at the urban containment policy 
designed to protect peri-urban 
horticulture.

■ Transfer of development rights 
– examines the system by which 
landowners can transfer the right to 
develop one parcel of land to another 
parcel of land in order to protect 
both investment opportunities and 
horticultural production.

■  ‘Right to farm’ – outlines a 
legislative approach that’s used in the 
United States and Tasmania to deal 
with land use conflicts. 

The report and tool kit can be accessed 
at www.horticulture.com.au/industries/
across_industry_final_reports.
asp?src=side  

AH07031 ‘Peri-urban horticulture and 
land use planning: Literature Review & 
‘Tool-kit’ is an across industry project 
funded by HAL using industry levies and 
voluntary contributions with matched 
funds from the Federal Government. 

 
Growers encouraged to pick up tools 

to navigate urban encroachment 

“As urban expansion 
continues to grow, 

horticultural industries 
find themselves, sharing 

the environment with 
lifestyle farmers and 
non-rural residents.” 

Urban expansion in the Swan Valley in Western Australia 
threatens the viticulture industries in the area.
Urban expansion in the Swan Valley in Western Australia 
threatens the viticulture industries in the area.
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the best in irrigation equipment, water 
conservation, management practices 
and related equipment, all on the one 
site.

Over the past 12 months the Field 
Days Committee has worked hard to 
introduce new initiatives to ensure 
that the field days remain relevant and 
viable and that it maintains its role as 
one of the premier horticultural events 
on the Sunraysia calendar. 

The committee acknowledges the 
support of previous exhibitors and invite 
them to once again join us in Mildura. 
We welcome new exhibitors and 
request that they contact the Field Days 

The largest irrigated 
horticulture field days in 
North-West Victoria are 
coming around quickly 
with the 59th Mildura 
Horticultural Field Days to 
be held on Tuesday 25 and 
Wednesday 26 May, 2010. 

The field days provide 
growers with the chance 
to take a well earned 
break from the block and 
see the most recent developments 
in horticulture. It is also a great 
opportunity to catch up with fellow 
growers and other industry members.

Chairman of the Field Days Committee 
Warren Lloyd, said: “The committee 
has again decided that that field days 
should stay focused on horticulture, and 
where possible encouraged exhibits 
that would be of particular interest to 
irrigated horticulturists”.

“Every year presents new challenges 
for all horticulturists, which is precisely 
why the Mildura Horticultural Field 
Days are so important,” Mr Lloyd 
said. “This event exposes growers to 
the latest technologies and research 
information. It is an opportunity for 
growers to see ‘World’s Best Practice’ 
in irrigated horticulture with displays 
featuring innovations in machinery and 
equipment as well as various types of 
advisory services.” 

Agronomic, financial and business 
planning advisory services have 
indicated that they will be attending. 
It will also provide an opportunity for 
irrigators to talk first hand to water 
brokers in order to better understand 
the changing water market.

Importantly, with the drought continuing 
to impact on horticulture, the field days 
will provide those attending with access 
to the up-to-date information regarding 

Co-ordinator for details and a 
copy of this year’s prospectus,” 
Mr Lloyd said.

Mr Lloyd said the committee 
had maintained the policy of 
free admission; although a gold 
coin donation at the gate would 
be appreciated.

“We are once again pleased to 
have TASCO Inland Petroleum 
as the sponsor of the entry prize 
into the field days,” he said. 

“Four prizes of $250 worth of fuel are 
on offer as a prize for those patrons 
who enter through the main drive into 
the car park and place their entry form 
in a lucky draw at the TASCO site.

“Once again the winners of the dried 
fruit competition for the season will be 
on display in the ADFA marquee and the 
awards will be presented on Wednesday 
together with the best site awards.

“Growers who have made gadgets this 
year are encouraged to exhibit them in 
the ‘gadget alley.’ These can be entered 
by contacting the coordinator prior to 
the event or by bringing them to the 
site, preferably on Monday 24 May 
or early Tuesday morning of the field 
days,” Mr Lloyd said.

For further information on the Mildura 
Horticultural Field Days contact John 
Hawtin or Jasinta Wescombe at the 
ADFA head Office at 31 Deakin Avenue, 
Mildura or phone (03) 5023 5174. All 
email enquiries should be addressed to 
JHawtin@adfa.asn.au.

Mildura Horticultural Field Days 2010

“It is an opportunity 
for growers to see 

‘World’s Best Practice’ 
in irrigated horticulture 

with displays 
featuring innovations 

in machinery and 
equipment as well 
as various types of 
advisory services.”

Mildura Horticultural 
Field Days

Where: Sunraysia Institute 
of TAFE site, Benetook 

Avenue, Mildura
When: 25 and 26 May, 2010
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Around the block

Increased allocations give Vic growers 
management options

as such once the water authorities have 
decided that the dams will not spill.

For further first hand information about 
the Spillable Water Account and other 
water policies affecting growers, an 
information session is being planned for 
5 May, 2010. 

ChemCert training on line
Chemical risk management training has 
just got a lot easier with the Mildura 
and District Education Centre (MADEC) 
utilising the ChemCert Victoria online 
training program.

The web-based training package allows 
the participants to learn at their own pace 
and reduces the time spent away from 
the property from three days to just one 
day.

It is a legal requirement that all growers 
in NSW maintain their accreditation by 
completing a successfully refresher 
course every five years. Likewise, 
all Victorian dried grape growers 
participating in the Dried Grape Approved 
Supplier Program are required to pass a 
refresher every five years.

Once participants have worked through 
the work book and tutorials online, they 
will be required to attend MADEC for one 

Victorian Murray irrigators received a 
further 12% of their water entitlement on 
15 March. For many growers this was an 
unexpected increase and has given them 
reason to reconsider water management 
options.

Even though recent rain has severely 
affected the grades of dried fruit being 
harvested, there has not been enough 
water to replenish soil moisture and 
importantly not enough to wet up the 
whole soil profile.

As result of the increased allocations 
growers may now have enough water 
in their Allocation Bank Account (ABA) to 
give their vines a good ‘top up’ irrigation 
after harvest and prepare them for going 
into Winter.

Experience has shown that postharvest 
irrigation plays an important role in 
helping the vine wind down after harvest 
and prepare itself to go into dormancy.

Another alternative is to consider carrying 
excess water over into the next season. 

Water allocations and carryover
The latest advice from the water 
managers from Goulburn-Murray Water 
(G-MW) is that the 2010/2011 irrigation 
season will commence with a zero 
allocation.

Carry over is one of the risk management 
strategies available to growers. However, 
careful consideration needs to be given 
to the following points before making any 
decisions:

■ How much water you can afford to buy.

■ How much water you need for the 
start of the season and at critical times 
throughout the season.

■ Do some research to best guess the 
likely rainfall in the catchments and 
subsequently what you can expect 
from next season’s allocations.

Importantly, the Victorian Government 
has announced that a ‘spillable water 
account’ will be in place for the beginning 
of the next irrigation season.

This change to the Victorian carryover 
policy will serve as a safe guard against 
situations where a large carryover has 
occurred and then higher than expected 
water allocations are made, resulting 
in irrigators holding more than 100% 
of entitlement in their ABA and losing 
everything over 100% as well as any 
subsequent allocation in that season.

Water held in the spillable water account 
will be deemed as carryover and treated 

day to complete calibration exercises and 
sit a test on legislation requirements and 
label reading.

People wanting a refresher course 
will still have to complete the same 
assessments as those doing the full 
course. However, instead of the ‘intense 
cram’ in one day as has occurred in the 
past, the training can be undertaken at 
the participant’s own pace and once the 
training book is completed a time can be 
arranged for the final assessment and 
calibration exercise. The Full course and 
the refresher online normally costs $314 
each and a refresher course ‘face to face’ 
in the classroom will cost $191.

MADEC has offered the ADFA and its 
members a corporate rate to complete 
the full and refresher courses online. 
The cost of either online course is 
$240 for ADFA members, a saving of 
$74 if they register for the training by 
contacting John Hawtin at the ADFA on 
(03) 5023 5174.

Mildura Horticultural Field Days
With pruning just started, and many 
growers still trying to get into the mood to 
get serious about pruning, why not take a 
break from the farm and visit the Mildura 
Horticultural Field Days.

Not only is it the best opportunity to 
see the latest and best in machinery, 
irrigation equipment and general 
horticultural products, it is an ideal 
time to seek information from advisory 
services. Furthermore, it is also a great 
time to catch up with and meet fellow 
growers and other members of the 
horticulture industry.

The Mildura Horticultural Field Days will 
be held on 25 and 26 May at the TAFE 
campus in Benetook Ave, Mildura.

Why not make the most of the 
opportunity to see everything relating to 
irrigated horticulture on the one site.

“The Victorian 
Government has 
announced that a 

‘spillable water account’ 
will be in place for the 
beginning of the next 

irrigation season.”
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Trade directory

Contact Gary Thomas
Telephone: (03) 5022 8499 Fax: (03) 5021 4833  Mobile: 0418 997 730

Email: michael.pullen@bigpond.com  PO Box 460, Irymple VIC 3498

GRAPEVINE
GRAFTLINGS & ROOTLINGS
•  Serving Australian Viticulture since 1952.

•  VINA Accredited Nursery

•  Vine Improvement sourced material

•  Graftlings & Rootlings supplied as dormant 12 mth old field  
 grown or 4mth/12 mth old container grown in biodegradable  
 Plant Bands.

•  Hot Water treated (HWT) and Trichoderma protected.

•  Taking orders now for 2010, 2011 & 2012 requirements.

•  Accredited to supply HWT field vines in South Australia.

•  We also stock a full range of container grown:  
 AVOCADO, CITRUS, OLIVE & PISTACHIO TREES.

The experienced team for all your

advertising requirements anywhere in 

Australia and New Zealand

talk to our media representatives

Let me! plan, produce and manage your advertising

 

For advertising in 

 

2 Lainie Court, Mildura 
Regional office:

2/1 Oxford Street, Oakleigh
Melbourne offfice:

Geoff Bell
0417 577953

geoff@multimediaenterprises.com.au

 
 

0404 664 584 

 nicole@npmedia.com.au



Growing the 
future together

(One step at a time)

Growing the 
future together

(One step at a time)
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Rural Finance understands how important an investment in agriculture is to the next generation of your 
business. As a specialist provider of fi nance to the rural sector for more than 60 years, we’ve assisted 
many families to invest wisely in their future.

So, the next time you’re thinking about how money can grow your business, call us. We won’t think twice 
about speaking with you, personally.

Rural Finance Agribusiness Lender Michael Pullen talks with Jamie Beattie on-farm.
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