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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

FELLOW GROWERS 

" In the previous edition of the News I commented on the difficult season 
that we had endured and the results of the harvest. 

Whilst the coming months will be difficult for many growers due to the 
effects of the previous harvest, the situation on the marketing scene is much 
brighter. 

The management of the 1992 carry-in stocks of sultanas has been very 
good. 

This stock plus the production of 1993 have ensured full supply to the 
market. 

The committment of Australian fruit by the industry's export agents has 
been excellent. This is a strong achievement in a depressed world trading 
environment. · 

The domestic market scene has also seen a turn-around. 
The aggressive pricing policies of the industry and the greater attention 

to customer requirements has given us tangible results. 
The situation by harvest 1994 should see industry stock levels for all 

varieties back into balance. 
Given that the Northern Hemisphere harvests a normal crop, there 

should be no over-supply of dried fruit on the world markets. 
The price trend overseas is firm with a strong possibility of rising. 
The benefits from these initiatives and developments cannot flow to 

growers quickly enough. 
This leads to the vital question of continuity of supply to the marketplace. 
The hard-won gains by the growers of supplying our vital developed 

Australian, export, and the newly emerging markets will require a tonnage 
close to 70,000 tonnes of sultanas; 7,000 tonnes of currants; and 3,500 
tonnes of raisins. 

The strong competition from the wine processing sector will encourage 
growers to direct their fruit to this sector. 

Growers should be fully aware of the long term consequences of this 
decision. 

Failure to supply our markets will ensure the loss of these markets to our 
competitors. 

There are no guarantees that the demand from the wine sector is 
sustainable. Sultana, in particular, is not a preferred variety. 

If fruit flows back from the wine-grape sector in the future there is the 
real likelihood that markets for dried sultanas and raisins will not be there. 

The situation with tree fruits given last year's disastrous season will 
ensure strong competition by packers for available fruit. 

The Australian style apricot is still a preferred product against the 
imported product, and it is imperative that growers supply the strong ADFA 
brand 'Sunbeam' through their packers. 

Australian tree fruits are positioned at the top of the market; they have to 
stay there to ensure grower viability. The loss of market share to imports 
and other brands has to be arrested. 

Difficult decisions confront all growers. It is important that we make the 
right ones. 
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EXPORT REPORT 

Many Australians are p1nmng their hopes on the 
booming economies of East Asia. Australia is in a 
perfect position to take up opportunities in these rapidly 
expanding economies and I am sure many Australian 
businesses will benefit. 

For this reason, it is timely to assess our position and 
the potential for dried fruits in these markets. 

I will define East Asia to be made up of countries 
listed in the table below. Latest import statistics 
available are for the calendar year 1991 . Generally the 
markets are dominated by the USA who sell a quality 
product at very competitive prices backed by large 
promotional dollars provided by the USA Government 
Market Promotion Program. The USA sells Thompson 
Seedless Raisins (TSR) which is similar in appearance 
and taste to the Australian natural sultana. 

Imports • East Asia 1991 Calendar Year 
Tonnes 

Sultanas/TSR 
Importing Country USA Australia Other Total 

Japan 23,163 1,357 1,845 26,365 
Taiwan 3,173 131 740 4,044 
Korea 3,436 1,594 5,030 
Hong Kong 1,183 7 2,422 3,612 
China 371 1,029 1,400 
Singapore 2,166 53 2,294 4,513 
Malaysia 1,307 112 747 2,166 
Thailand 32 3 35 
Indonesia 81 163 445 689 
Philippines 410 337* 1,620 2,367 

Total: 35,322 2,160 12,739 50,221 
Market Share 70% 4% 26% 100% 

*ADFB has no record of exports to the Philippines. 

The total world market for sultanas is around 750,000 
tonnes. The above countries account for 50,000 tonnes, 
which is only 7% of the total world market. In 
comparison, the German market absorbs 60,000 tonnes 
per year. Dried fruits currently are not important in the 
Asian diet and, despite large USA promotional 
expenditure, the size of the market has remained 
relatively static. 

With the exception of Japan, Singapore and Hong 
Kong, duty rates range from 20% to 60% of the CIF 
value. Also other taxes apply, which increases the price 
of dried fruits and no doubt reduces demand. 

For some time the Australian Dried Fruits Board has 
encouraged exporters to increase their activity in the 
above markets. I am pleased to report that over the last 
year all exporters have responded with personal contact 
and promotional activities which I am sure will result in 
increased sales to these markets. 

From a strategic point of view, I believe we must 
continue to develop these markets and obtain a greater 
market share. We should not expect any spectacular 
results for two reasons: firstly, the USA will not easily 
surrender their market share built up over many years 
and, secondly, I believe the growth, measured in tonnes 
of sultanas, will be very slow. 
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CHAIRMAN 
AUSTRAUAN DRIED FRUITS BOARD 

ADFB Chairman, Mr. John Lester. 
Export of Dried Fruits to Taiwan 

As part of the continuing push by the ADFB to 
encourage Australian agents to export dried fruits to 
East Asia, the ADFB commissioned Austrade's Market 
Intelligence Services Department to prepare a research 
report covering import duties, taxes and restrictions for 
fruit entering ten East Asian countries. This report has 
been provided to all exporters. 

Information provided by Austrade to the ADFB 
relating to Taiwan shows that import duties of 
approximately $210 per tonne are levied on all dried 
fruits, based on the CIF value of the fruit. 

In addition to this, a 5% Value Added Tax is levied on 
the duty paid value of the goods. Also, if the goods 
arrive by sea, then a Harbour Construction Fee of 0.5%, 
assessed on the CIF value, will also be levied on the 
goods. 

Dried fruit is permitted into Taiwan, although any 
imports require licensing by the Board of Foreign Trade 
(BOFT). An importer must apply to the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs who advise BOFT on whether or not to 
issue a license. 

All imported food requires prior registration with, and 
approval from, the Health Administration in the Ministry 
of the Interior. An Export Permit and health certificates 
from an approved Australian authority may also be 
requested. Both of these are issued by the Australian 
Quarantine and Inspection Service. An exporter may 
also be requested to provide a Bureau of Inspection and 
Quarantine Certificate. 

All importers must make a deposit with a foreign 
exchange bank within 14 days after approval of their 
import license. The current rate of deposit is 1 0% of the 
CIF value. 

Apart from the usual labelling requirements, imported 
foods must also show, in Chinese, the manufacturer's 
name and the date of manufacture. The address of the 
importer/agent may also be required. 

The writing of calendar dates for use by and 
manufacture dates is made more difficult because of the 
11 year difference between Australia and Taiwan, and 
because dates are usually written in reverse in Taiwan. 

Although this is only one example of ten obtained by 
the ADFB, it details some of the complexities that 
exporters must deal with to get dried fruit into Taiwan. 
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ADFA FEDERAL COUNCIL1993 
The Australian Dried Fruits Association's Federal 

Council was this year held on June 23, 24 and 25, at 
the Mildura Function Centre. 

Mr. lan Cook, of Red Cliffs, was elected as President 
from the floor of Federal Council, which is made up of 
delegates from branches in all dried fruit producing 
states. 

The 50 delegates who attended Federal Council 
included 34 grower representatives from Victoria, South 
Australia, New South Wales, and Western Australia. 

Dried fruit packers were represented by three 
delegates and three other delegates represented ADFA 
marketing agents. 

The 1 0 members of the ADFA Board of Management 
completed the Federal Council strength. 

Federal Council was opened by the Chairman of the 
Australian Horticultural Corporation (AHC), Mr. Malcolm 
Irving. 

Mr. Irving addressed Federal Council, not only on his 
role with the AHC, but also on the role of the 
Horticultural Task Force, of which he is a member, and 
the Dried Vine Fruit Working Group, of which he is 
Chairman. 

Federal Council was also addressed by the 
Chairman of the ADFA Board of Management, Mr. Peter 
Macl ntosh, who detailed the major steps taken by the 
Australian dried fruit industry during the past 12 months 
to regain Australia's mantle as a producer of premium 
quality dried vine fruit. 

Mr. Macintosh also covered topics as diverse as: the 

rationalisation process of South Australian co-operative 
packers; the activities undertaken by the ADFA leading 
up to and following the 1993 Federal election; the 
abolition of the Developing Country Preference for 
imports of dried fruit from Turkey; the aims of the 
Horticultural Task Force's Dried Vine Fruit Working 
Group; and the imposition upon all employers of a 3% 
Superannuation Guarantee Charge. 

More information regarding the ADFA's activities in 
the past year is presented in the Board of 
Management's report to Federal Council, which starts on 
page 5. 

Federal Council also received other addresses on 
topics including: the activities undertaken by the ADFA's 
Food Advisory Service in the past year, presented by 
the FAS Director, Miss Elaine Chambers; the work of the 
Dried Fruits Research and Development Council, 
presented by the Council's Chairman, Mr. Bob Taylor; 
the steps taken by the ADFA's packers to improve fruit 
quality; and a summary of 1992/93 from the perspective 
of the ADFA's marketing agents. 

Further details of all these addresses are provided 
later in this edition. 

The members of the ADFA Board of Management 
who retired due to the affluxion of time were Messrs. 
Peter Macintosh, Bob Blizard, Kevin Dunstone and Tony 
Martin. All were re-elected to the Board unopposed. 

Mr. Bob Horsburgh retired from the Board and was 
replaced by Mr. Jack Reddick. 

BOB HORSBURGH RETIRES 

Mr. Bob Horsburgh retired from the ADFA Board of 
Management after 28 years of service, as the 
proprietary packer representative on the Board, and 30 
years as a delegate to Federal Council, at the ADFA's 
1993 Federal Council. 

Mr. Horsburgh, who remains as General Manager of 
Aurora Packing Co. Ply. Ltd. at its head office at Red 
Cliffs, has been associated with the dried fruit industry 
for 43 years. 

Mr. Horsburgh joined Aurora in 1950 as a clerk after 
periods of employment with the Commercial Banking 
Company (CBC) of Sydney, the Australian army, the 
RAAF, and another period with the CBC. 

Mr. Horsburgh was conscripted into the army where 
he served for nine months as a soldier before he was 
successful in transferring to the RAAF. He was trained 
at Somers, Benalla and Deniliquin before being sent to 
Britain. 

He became a packer delegate to ADFA Federal 
Council in 1963 and was nominated to the Board of 
Management as the proprietary packer representative in 
1965. 

Mr. Horsburgh also served on the ADFA's Vine Fruits 
Research Committee until it became the Dried Fruits 
Research Council. 

At the final day of Federal council speakers were 
high in their praise for Mr. Horsburgh and his 
contribution to both Board of Management and Federal 
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Council debates and decisions over the years. 
Mr. Horsburgh was presented with a crystal decanter 

and four crystal glasses on a silver tray engraved with 
the ADFA logo and an inscription of his years of service. 

Mr. Horsburgh is to remain an active member of the 
ADFA's Shop Committee, which oversees the operation 
of the ADFA's showpiece, the ADFA Shop. 

Mr. Horsburgh (centre) with ADFA Board of 
Management Deputy Chairman, Mr. Vln Byrnes (left) 
and Chairman, Mr. Peter Macintosh (right) at 1993 
Federal Council. 
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Federal Council 1993 
Board of Management Report 

1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Foremost amongst the significant events· of the past year 

has been the extremely adverse growing conditions for 
Grapes and Tree Fruits alike. Early frosts, hail, heavy rain, 
extended periods of high humidity, disease, sunburn, and 
pest outbreaks have all combined to make this growing 
season one of the most difficult on record. 
This observation is supported by the statistics which show 
that total Dried Fruit production is the lowest since the 
1920's. 
The last year also saw another record, the highest unsold 
stocks of Dried Sultanas. 
On a more positive note, the past year also saw significant 
investment and improvement in the industry's processing 
capacity. Notable amongst these Initiatives is the provision 
of an additional 35,000 bulk bins facilitated by the 
concessional finance provided by the A.D.F.A., and the 
introduction of laser scanning to remove defects from the 
Dried Sultana pack. 
The A.D.F.A. has continued to contribute to the public 
debate and lobbying of Government and the Opposition on 
issues such as tariff reductions, superannuation guarantee 
requirements, Dried Sultana underwriting, statutory 
marketing arrangements, water quality, import inspection 
arrangements, labelling requirements, etc. 
The last year has also seen a significant decline in A.D. FA 
support within South Australia, largely due to the continuing 
uncertainty about the outcome of the proposed 
rationalisation of the co-operative processing sector within 
that State. However at the same time there has been a 
revitalisation of the W.A. Branch of the A.D.F.A. with 
considerable effort being put into the redeveloping the 
Currant industry within that State. 

1.2 The Board has met formally on the following occasions since 
Federal Council 1992: 

1 x 3 day meeting 
5 x 2 day meetings 
3 x 1 day meetings 

In addition the Board was also involved in general Industry 
meetings convened by the A.D.F.A. 

1.3 Board Members were also involved in 2 meetings of the 
Tree Fruits Committee and many other activities, meetings, 
and representations on behalf of the A.D.F.A. These 
included representations to Government and Members of 
Parliament; attendance at A.D.F.A. Branch, District Council, 
and State Conferences; committees and public meetings in 
regard to tree fruits, superannuation, irrigation, salinity, 
classing and sorting procedures, bin tipping, industry and 
A.D.F.A. strategy, hail insurance, dried fruits research, etc. 

1.4 In addition to the general affairs of the Board and tfle sub
committees noted above, Board Members have been 
involved in, or have stimulated and considered the reports 
of, the following committees: 
AD.F.A. Shop Management Committee 
A.D.F.A. Strategic Review 
Australian Council of Viticulture 
Co-operative Research Centre for Viticulture 
Dried Fruits Research and Development Council 
D.V. F. Market Research and Development Unit 
Mallee Regional Salinity Task Force 
National Farmers' Federation 
N.F.F. Trade Committee 
Production Problems Committee 
Receivals and Processing Committee 
Riverland Horticultural Council 
State Council, South Australia 
Sunraysia District Council 
Sunraysia and Riverland Committee on Salinity 
Sunraysia Rural Advisory Council (RWC V1c) 

2. 1993 SEASON OF PRODUCTION 
2.1 As noted above the 1993 growing season was characterised 

by a succession of ~;~.dverse factors. 
2.2 Sultanas: The significant losses in all Grape varieties 

during the growing season is indicated in the very low 
production of Dried Sultanas although this result was in part 
occasioned by the vigorous competiflon from wineries. 
Weather conditions improved for the harvest, although it was 
cooler than normal and fruit did not develop to the normal 
levels of maturity. In these adverse conditions growers must 
be congratulated on the relatively high quality of the fruit 
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produced and larger than anticipated production of fruit of 
the premium light coloured characteristic. 

2.3 Currants: The Zante Currant crop in Sunraysia and South 
Australia was devastated by heavy rains in January. 
However the Carina Currant crop proved to be more 
resilient, providing the industry with a reasonable tonnage of 
good quality fruit. Fortunately, after two years of heavy 
losses, the W.A. Currant crop was successfully harvested 
with their estimated 650 tonnes likely to account for more 
than 18% of total national production. 

2.4 Raisins: Like the other Grape varieties many of the Raisin 
types were lost before harvest. The continuing unfavourable 
drying conditions and the strong demand from wineries 
contributed to the very low production of this variety. 

2.5 Apricots: Continuing rain throughout the major part of the 
Apricot drying period led to large losses of fruit. In too many 
cases fruit had to be left unpicked on trees due to the onset 
of disease. The total Australian production was at a 
disappointingly low level, insufficient to meet domestic 
demand. 

2.6 Peaches and Pears: Production of these varieties was of 
lesser volume than normal, however quality is acceptable 
due to the improvement in drying conditions late in the 
season. 

PRODUCTION 
3.1 Estimated production of Season 1993 fruit of grade quality, 

as at April 30, 1993, compared with the previous 3 seasons 
is: 

A.D.F.A. Total 
lndust!Y 

(Tonnes) 1990 1991 1992 1993 1993* 

Currants 5,027 3,042 5,334 2,650 3,450 
Sultanas 49,455 72,558 83,464 35,230 42,230 
T.S.R.'s 304 323 174 N/A N/A 
Raisins 4,424 4,815 4,341 924 1,671 
Apricots 1,093 684 989 450 2,020 
Peaches 127 129 147 60 385 
Pears 76 99 59 25 355 

3.2 The actual A.D.F.A. availability for the 1993/94 marketing 
year is represented by the above figures together with the 
AD.F.A. stock·on-hand of previous Season's fruit as at 
March 1, 1 993, of 382 tonnes of Currants, 37,588 tonnes of 
Sultanas, 3,894 tonnes of Raisins, 122 tonnes of Apricots, 
67 tonnes of Peaches, and 24 tonnes of Pears. 

3.3 The following 3 graphs show total AD.F.A. production and 
the amount sold on both Australian and Export markets. 
Please note that these graphs are on the basis of sales from 
a season of production and should not be confused with 
annual deliveries which are shown in paragraph 4.2. 

7000 

CURRANTS 

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 19B9 1990 1991 1992 

( • EXPORT J:!:'!.:i AUST 

Page 5 



T 
0 

" • 

T 
0 

" • 

4. 

SULTANAS 

90000 

80000 

70000 

60000 

50000 

40000 

30000 

20000 

10000 

0 

1983 "1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 

I• EXPORT BBIAUST 

RAISINS 

7000 

6000 

5000 

4000 

3000 

2000 

1000 

0 

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 

l· EXPORT ~AUST 

MARKETING 
4.1 A.D.F.A. sales on the Australian market calculated on a 

seasonal basis and as admitted into final adjustment for 
equalisation have been: 

A.D.F.A. Australian Sales 
Seasonal Basis~ Tonnes 

1989 1990 1991 1992* 

Currants 3,657 3,886 2,965 3,562 
Sultanas 17,062 18,396 23,605 9,544(1) 
Raisins 1,772 2,852 3,747 3,500(2) 

22,491 25,134 30,317 16,606 

Notes: Sultanas include 40 gram packs but exclude Natural 
Sultanas. 
* estimates as at February 28, 1993 
(1) a further 10,000 tonnes of domestic sales are 

anticipated. 
(2) further domestic sales are anticipated. 

These figures relate to total sales from a season's 
production which may extend over 18 months or more, and 
may not give a true indication of a year's sales. 

4.2 For a period of 12 months to the end of February each year, 
A.D.F.A. Dried Vine Fruit deliveries in Australia are as 
follows: 

A.D.F.A. Australian Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

28.2.1990 28.2.1991 29.2.1992 28.2.1993 
Currants 3,427 4,084 2,994 3,266 
Sultanas 18,328 19,655 18,530 16,041 
T.S.R.'s 109 315 256 186 
Raisins 2,450 2,820 2,702 2,233 

24,314 26,874 24,482 21,726 

Note: Sultanas include 40 gram packs. 

For the year ended February 28, 1993, total consumption of 
Dried Vine Fruit in Australia was 34,522 tonnes with the 
source of supply being A.D.F.A. 21,741 tonnes, Non
A.D.F.A. Australian fruit 6,306 tonnes and imports 6,475 
tonnes. 
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The comparative tonnage for 1991/92 was an unusually high 
38,288 tonnes of Dried Vine Fruit delivered within Australia. 
·tn contrast the 34,522 tonnes of 1992/93 Is abnormally low. 
It is noted that the average of these tv.Jo years continues the 
ti'end of approximately 36,000 tonnes and It is probable that 
there has been some distortion in usual delivery patterns 
causing ~he inconsistency betv.Jeen the two years. 

4.3 For the period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, comparative A.D.F.A. Vine Fruit deliveries on export 
are: 

Currants 
Sultanas 
T.S.R.'s 
Raisins 

A.D.F.A. Export Deliveries 
(Tonnes) 

28.2.1990 28.2.1991 29.2.1992 28.2.1993 
124 1,146 

36,539 32,1 09 

729 

37,392 

977 

34,232 

78 1,756 
41,220 43,893 

722 

42,020 

634 

46,283 

Note: Sultanas include 40 gram packs. 
4.4 The deliveries in paragraph 4.2 and 4.3 include Sultanas in 

40 gram packs as follows: 

A.D.F.A. 40 Gram Pack 
(Tonnes) 

28.2.1990 28.2.1991 29.2.1992 28.2.1993 

Australian 
Export 

657 
58 

---m 
556 

30 

586 

535 
8 

543 

4.5 Vine Fruits: Season 1991 Currants, Sultanas have been 
finalised, and Season 1991 Raisins nearly finalised, with the 
following A.D.F.A, sales tonnages. The commitments for 
Season 1992 varieties as at April 30, 1993, are also shown. 

1991 
A.D.F.A. Final Sales 

(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Raisins 

Australia 
U.K. 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Other 

Total 

(Tonnes) 
Australia 
U.K. 
Continent 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Other 

Total 

2,965 23,605 3,747 
7,501 386 

22,304 10 
73 11 ,378 310 
10 4.669 183 

2,910 179 

3,048 72,367 4,815 

1992 
A.O.F.A. Estimated Sales 

Currants Sultanas Raisins 
3,562 19,544 3,500 

277 

786 
598 
111 

5,334 

63,920 841 

83,464 4,341 

4.6 Allocations of Dried Vine Fruits for the 1993/94 marketing 
year have been made from the total availability of fruit, 
including stocks-on-hand from previous seasons. The 
allocations set by the A.D.F.A. and the Australian Dried 
Fruits Board as at May 1, 1993 are: 

1993/94lndustry Allocations 
(Tonnes) Currants Sultanas Seeded 

Australia* 
UK & ireland 
Germany 
Other Europe 
Canada 
New Zealand 
Japan 
Other 
Reserve 

3,315 

50 
66 
19 

26,000 
7,800 

13,500 
4,200 
7,000 
3,500 
1,500 
2,948 
2,600 

Total 3,450 43,048 
* includes planned carry-over to 1994/95 

Raisins 
2,593 

500 

300 
250 
150 
100 

3,893 

4.7 Tree Fruits: Moderate levels of Dried Tree Fruits were 
carried into the 1993 Season, with A.D.F.A. Season 1992 
stocks on hand at February 28, 1993, being 122 tonnes of 
Apricots, 67 tonnes of Peaches, and 24 tonnes of Pears. 
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Given the very low production of the 1993 Season the 
industry would have welcomed higher carryover levels of 
Dried Apricots. 
The following graph shows the disposal of A.D.F.A. Apricots 
on the basis of season of production. 

APRICOTS 

1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 

I• EXPORT 1!:'-3 AUST 

4.8 Australian sales by the A.D.F.A. for the last four seasons 
have been: 

4.9 

4.10 

4.11 

Apricots 
Peaches 
Pears 

A.D.F.A. Seasonal Sales (Tonnes) 
Season Season Season Season 

1989 1990 1991• 1992" 

1,099 
72 
65 

854 
112 
52 

657 
129 
95 

959 
147 
59 

* Estimate only 

For the period of 12 months to the end of February each 
year, A.D.F.A. Tree Fruit deliveries in Australia are as 
follows: 

A.D.F.A. Australian Deliveries (Tonnes) 
Year Ended 
February 28 Apricots Peaches Pears 

1989 1,059 79 50 
1990 968 88 85 
1991 1 '105 147 70 
1992 725 109 79 
1993 847 104 61 

Realisations 1991 Season: F.O.B. realisations to Packing 
companies per packed tonne on Season 1990 production 
are as follows: {these are average before deduction of 
Packers' costs and charges, and conversion to receival 
weights). 

Realisations 1991 Season 

(Per Tonne) Base Grade Australia Export 
$ $ 

Currants 4 Crown 2,183 2,455 
Sultanas 5 Crown 2,125 1,432 
Raisins 5 Crown 1,482 1,150 
Apricots F.L. 7,582 6,774 
Peaches F.L. 6,119 
Pears F.L. 5,503 

Average 
$ 

2,191 
1,673 
1,405 
7,550 
6,119 
5,503 

Realisations to Packing 
prc•dUcti<>n are estimated as: 

Realisations 1992 Season 

(Per Tonne) Base Grade Australia Export 
$ $ 

Currants 4 Crown 2,364 2,647 
Sultanas 4 Crown 1,958 1,270 
Raisins 5 Crown 1,556 1,079 
Apricots F.L. 8,011 8,266 
Peaches F.L. 6,426 
Pears F.L. 6,067 

Average 
$ 

2,452 
N/A 
N/A 

8,019 
6,426 
6,067 

5. PRICES • AUSTRAUA 
5.1 Dried Vine Fruits: The success of last year's new initiatives 

of a volume buy promotion rebate and the offer of a larger 
quantity of "special" manufacturing grade Sultanas has meant 
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that there has been less pressure on domestic prices for 
Dried Vine Fruits within the past year. 
Major Australian manufacturers have either returned to the 
exclusive use of Australian Dried Vine Fruits, or have made 
commitments to do so. 
The lesser pressure for a reduction in the price of Australian 
Fruit was also aided by the fall In the value of the Australian 
dollar which made competing imports more expensive, and 
significant improvements in the pack~out quality following 
significant processing Improvements carried out by packers. 
In this more stable marketing environment there has been no 
need to repeat the domestic price reductions of last year. 
However there has not been the opportunity to Increase 
prices, and accordingly prices have remained at the same 
levels for the past year. 
If it had not been for the very low tonnage of production of 
Season 1993 Currants, it is almost certain that the price for 
this variety would have needed to be reduced if imports from 
the now cheaper Greek fruit were to be avoided. 

5.2 Tree Fruits: The price for Season 1993 Dried Apricots was 
increased by 3.6% for fancy extra large and large, and 8.3% 
for fancy medium and slabs. The selling price for standards 
was realigned to put it on par with slabs. 
Due to the limited intake into the A.D.F.A. system there 
should be little difficulty in achieving the increased prices 
which are In line with movements in the market. 
Domestic prices for Dried Peaches were also adjusted in line 
with market prices resulting in an increase ranging from 3.7% 
to 4.8% for the different grades. 

6. PRICES • EXPORT 
6.1 Dried Vine Fruit: As at March 1 this year 10,000 tonnes of 

1992 Sultanas committed for export were still unshipped. 
A further 17,000 tonnes of 1992 crop were allocated for sale 
on export markets. 
At least 24,000 tonnes of Sultanas will be available for 
export from the 1993 crop. All export markets will be 
supplied. 
There is no surplus of Sultanas in the world at present but 
the economic climate in all importing countries remains 
depressed. 
It is not anticipated that there will be any major increase in 
export returns. 
There have been over a period of time, huge reductions in 
Greek prices for Currants. These prices were at a very high 
level. Very few Australian Currants will be exported. Prices 
will remain at last year's satisfactory levels. 
There will be sufficient Raisins for all markets. Prices in 
most markets have been reduced to a smaller margin above 
Sultanas. 

6.2 Dried Tree Fruits: The very low intake of Season 1993 Tree 
Fruits will prevent any significant export of these varieties. 
Accordingly the Tree Fruits Committee did not set any 
allocations or prices, wiih marketers free to use their own 
commerCial judgement in determining the best available 
market. 

7. GENERAL 
7.1 Imports: The import of Sultanas into Australia declined by 

23% in the marketing year ending February 28, 1993 with a 
total tonnage of 6,130 tonnes, including 5,014 tonnes from 
Turkey and 835 tonnes from Iran. Dried Apricots saw an 
increase of 6.3% with a total of 1 ,912 tonnes. 
The import of other Dried Fruit varieties either declined or 
remained at low levels. 
The comparative level of Sultanas imports is shown in the 
following chart: 
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The decline in Sultana imports is particularly pleasing given 
that imports in March, April, and May were particularly heavy. 
The imports of March and April were in fact more than 
double those in the same period of the previous year. 
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However this trend was inodified by the new pricing 
arrangements including the volume buy promotion rebate, 
and the Increased availability of manufacturing grade 
Sultanas. 
The Board Is hopeful that the trend to lesser imports as 
Indicated in the later months of the marketing year will 
continue throughout 1993/94. 
A comparative level of Apricot imports is shown in the 
following chart: 

Accumulated Australian Apricot Imports 
1990,1991 & 1992 Marketing Years 
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While there is little variation in the level of imports within the 
last two marketing years, it is anticipated that imports will 
escalate during the present 1993/94 marketing year due to 
the low production of the 1993 Season. 

7.2 Import Duties: Despite strong and consistent representations 
from the A.D.F.A., the Federal Government remains 
committed to the phase-down of duties applying to the import 
of Dried Fruits into Australia. 
However the Government has at least conceded that the 
concessional duty available to developing countries is not 
appropriate when tariffs fall to lower levels. Accordingly the 
concessional preference is to be phased out over the same 
period as the reduction in the general tariff. This will be 
achieved by freezing the concessional rate at its present 
level until such time as the general rate falls to the fixed 
concessional level. The rates to apply under this 
arrangement are: 

Dried VIne Fruit Dried Tree Fruit 
General Concessional General Concesslonal 

Rate Rate Rate Rate 
1 July 199215% 10% 10% 5% 

199312% 10% 9% 5% 
199410% 10% 8% 5% 
1995 8% 8% 7% 5% 
1996 5% 5% 5% 5% 

The concessional rate applies to all Countries classified as 
being "developing countries", which includes the major 
sources of Dried Fruit imported into Australia. The only 
exception being Greece which Is excluded from developing 
country classification by virtue of its membership of the EC. 
,The introduction of the freeze-out of the concessional rate 
means that the majority of Dried Tree Fruit imports will carry 
5% duty, while the. tariff on Dried Vine Fruits will fall from the 
present concessional rate of 10% to 5% over the next four 
years. 
This freeze~out of the concessional rate with a 5% tariff 
applying to all Dried Fruit imports in 1996 is an improvement 
on the old arrangement which would have seen the 
concessional rate fall to 0%. However a 5% ad valorem tariff 
will provide only minor assistance to the industry. 

7.3 Import Inspection: Following widespread community 
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pressure the Federal Government has moved to upgrade the 
inspection of imported foods. 
The pressure on the Government was focused through the 
Food Policy Alliance of which the A.D.F.A. is a prominent 
member. 
The new Import inspection arrangements will see more foods 
being subject to routine inspection at the point of entry to 
Australia. To cater for this import inspection, staffing levels 
will be increased significantly but will fall short of that 
required to undertake a complete sampling program. 
The new proposals do not guarantee that imported Dried 
Fruit will meet the same standards as Australian Fruit. 
Imports will be inspected to the standard required by the 
Food Standards Code {covering mainly health issues) while 
the Australian industry standards are much more detailed 
and stringent than those specified in the code as they cover 
health, cleanliness, and quality aspects. 

Following a request from the A.D.F.A., the State Dried Fruits 
Boards are to make a joint application for the Food 
Standards Code to adopt the Australian Dried Fruit standards 
embodied In the Commonwealth Export Control (Dried Fruit) 
Orders. 

7.4 Country of Oriain Labelling: Through the Food Policy 
Alliance the A:b.F.A. has also undertaken extensive lobbying 
of the Federal Government to better define the 
circumstances under which a "Made in Australia" can be 
affixed to products. 
The focus of this campaign was created by a public launch 
in which the A.D.F.A. Board of Management Chairman co
launched the campaign with the Policy Director of the 
Australian Consumers' Association, and the President of the 
Australian Council of Trade Unions. 

This label typifies the shambles that country of origin labelling 
Is presently In: a product containing both Australian and 
Imported sultanas can be labelled 'Made In Australia'. 

The thrust of the campaign was to remove the uncertainties 
that presently cloud "Made in Australia" labelling by 
restricting by law the use of this term (and other related 
terms) to foods and food products where the ingredients are 
produced in Australia and the processing is done in 
Australia. Only packaging, and minor and inconsequential 
ingredients are to be exempted from this requirement. 
Following the launch of this campaign the National Food 
Authority has reversed its previous position and has 
indicated that it is prepared to introduce more rigid 
requirements. A draft of the proposed standard is expected 
within the near future. 

7.5 Size of Country of Origin Labelling: The National Food 
Authority has rejected an application by the A.D.F.A. and 
other industry organisations for the minimum size of country 
of origin labelling to be increased from 1.5 mm in height to 
4mm. 

- However the Authority has determined that the country of 
origin labelling required on unpacked imported fruit, 
vegetables, fish, and nuts should be increased from 4.5 mm 
in height to a minimum of 9 mm. 

7.6 Raisin Surplus: The industry has been burdened by 
succeeding carryovers of significant tonnages of Raisins. 
This problem has damaged the market for Raisins, 
particularly as the older stocks are generally cleared first, 
while fresher, more presentable fruit becomes older. 
In recognition of this problem, the industry, A.O.F.A. and 
non~A.D.F.A. members alike, agreed In principle to the 
disposal of a total of 2,100 tonnes of surplus Raisins Into 
non-traditional markets at lower than usual prices. 
Minimum values have been set and the A.D.F.A. is closely 
monitoring the impact on grower's returns to ensure that the 
interests of growers are protected. 
With the very low production of Raisins from the Season 
1993 harvest the level of the surplus has been reduced but 
there will still be a need to quit some stocks. 
While this position is being assessed in detail, arrangements 
have been made to finalise the Season 1991 Raisin pool on 
the basis of transferring the remaining tonnage to the 1992 
Season pool at an Industry agreed transfer value. 

7.7 Promotion: The A.D.F.A. marketing agents have continued 
to play the major role in promoting Australian Dried Fruit in 
the domestic market, utilising their own funds to supplement 
those provided by growers for promotional purposes. 
Over and above these routine efforts, the Board of 
Management has recently approved an allocation from the 
Dried Vine Fruit Promotion Fund of $350,000 to A.D.F.S. to 
assist in the funding of a TV based promotion campaign. 

)~ 
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The A.D.F.A. Food Advisory Services has both assisted the 
marketing agents in their efforts and also conducted 
~ro•m<>tio•nal exercises on its own account. 

7.8 I Unfortunately progress to introduce 
packaging concepts for Dried Vine 

Fruits remains slow without there being any significant break
through to date. 

7.9 A.D.F.A. Adjustments: Since the last meeting of Federal 
Council the A.b.F.A. has conducted the final adjustment of 
Season 1991 Apricots. Due to the domestic and export 
prices for Season 1991 Peaches and Pears and Season 
1992 Apricots, Peaches, and Pears all being set to achieve 
the same return there was no need for the A.D.F.A. to 
conduct any adjustment of these varieties. This position is 
expected to remain true for Tree Fruits of the 1993 Season. 
Finalisation of Season 1989 Apricots is not yet concluded, 
however agreement has been reached with the Receivers 
and Managers of the Berrico Co-operative Limited on the 
basis for which this debt will be admitted into the proposed 
Scheme of Arrangement of creditors of Berrico. 
The A.D.F.A. has also administered the industry voluntary 
equalisation to finalisation for Season 1991 Sultanas and 
Raisins, and Season 1992 Currants. 
Discussions have also been held with Country Foods for their 
inclusion In voluntary equalisation arrangements with a view 
to implementation from the commencement of the 1994 
Season. 

B. FARM MANAGEMENT 
8.1 Hail Insurance: The A.D.F.A. conducted a successful hail 

Insurance scheme for the 1992{93 season. 

Crop 

Grapes 

Cover was offered to all growers in the Murray Valley 
between Swan Hill and Murray Bridge, the lower Darling, and 
Menindee as follows: 

Cost Per Insured Maximum 
Acre Value Compensation 

Per Acre 

$16.95 $!980 $1683) 

Aggregate 
Umlt 

Grape Rootstocks $33.90 $3960 $3366) 
$12.5 million 

Table Grapes $22.95 $2250-2800 $1 912.50-2380 $ 2.5 million 
Tree Fruits $21.90 $2152 $1721.60 $2.5 million 
Almonds $26.95 $2000 $1700 $2.5 million 

The Insured Value for Table Grapes was $2250 per acre for 
losses up to 4.00 P!ll October 1, 1992, and rose by $10.00 
per day to a maximum of $2800 per acre after 4.00 pm on 
November 25, 1992. 
To encourage early applications for cover, the insurer again 
provided a cash prize of $3,000 which was paid to one 
grower drawn at random from the applications received by 
the A.D.F.A. by September 11, 1992, 
A total of 1,966 appjications for cover were processed by the 
A.D.F.A. covering 35,044 acres of insured crops. 
Hail assessments were required for 19 _separate storms with 
419 assessments being conducted. A total payout of 
$1,035,000 will be shared by 149 growers. 
The commercial underwriters of the scheme, World Marine & 
General Insurances Ltd. have indicated their willingness to 
continue to provide cover for Grapes of the 1993{94 growing 
season, but due to the large losses in the Tree Fruits sector 
over the past two years they are reluctant to continue cover 
for these varieties. 
The Board is presently conducting a complete review of all 
the hail insurance arrangements. 
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8.2 Compulsory Superannuation: The Federal Government 
through Its superannuation guarantee legislation introduced 
compulsory superannuation for all employees earning more 
than $450 In any calender month. 
The A.D.F.A. along with many other primary industry and 
·employer organisations opposed the Introduction of this 
legislation. 
The Board's objections were based upon the inability of the 
Dried Fruits Industry to absorb an additional 3% cost, 
particularly in the growing sector which Is extremely labour 
intensive; and the futility of making superannuation payments 
on behalf of short term casual employees where the 
contributions made would be quickly eroded to nothing by 
the administration charges of the fund holding the money. 
Following the introduction of the legislation the Board has 
sought an exemption for casual employees in the 
horticultural industries. 
The A.D.F.A. has prepared and lodged this application on 
behalf of the same group of horticultural Industries that were 
successful in lobbying for the introduction of a 15% flat tax 
instalment rate for casual employees within the horticultural 
industries. 

8.3 Industrial Relations: Over the past year the Board has taken 
a greater Interest In industrial relations issues within the on
field sector of the Dried Fruits Industry. This greater interest 
has been triggered by the need to co-ordinate the A.D.F.A.'s 
actions in regard to compulsory sUperannuation with those of 
the Growers' Conciliation & Labour League and the South 
Australian Fruitgrowing Districts Arbitration Association which 
were attempting to negotiate a satisfactory arrangement for 
the inclusion of superannuation in the Dried Fruits, Etc. 
Award; the Board's concern over the potential reduction in 
the normal working hours from 40 hours to 38 hours per 
week; the change in arrangements between the Growers' 
Conciliation & Labour League and the South Australian 
Fruitgrowing Districts Arbitration Association whereby they 
were now being represented by different advocates before 
the Industrial Relations Commission; and a request from 
Sunraysia District Council to review the operations of the 
Growers' Conciliation & Labour League. 
It is apparent to the Board that there is a need to ensure 
better co-ordination of industrial relations representation 
within the industry, and to this end that the Board will 
propose to this year's Federal Council that the Board should 
form an industrial relations sub-committee with membership 
of that committee drawn from the Board of Management, 
Sunraysia, and South Australia. 

8.4 Chemical Residues: The A.D.F.A. has continued to take an 
active role in the voluntary initiatives to test Dried Fruits for 
chemical residues. 
These initiatives have been very successful with the 
Australian industry now having a demonstrably clean pack, 
free of chemical residues. This position was clearly 
demonstrated when packed samples of the three Dried Vine 
Fruit varieties were voluntarily subjected to the chemical 
residue screen being introduced for all fruit entering the 
United Kingdom. No violations of the U.K. requirements 
were found in the samples taken. 
The Federal Government has legislated for a levy to be 
placed on a range of commodities including Dried Fruits to 
fund the operations of the National Residue Scheme. The 
initial operable rate for this levy is proposed at 52 cents per 
tonne of Dried Fruits. 
The A.D.F.A. has successfully negotiated with the 
Government for an exemption from this levy on the basis of 
the extensive chemical screening already undertaken in the 
industry. 

8.5 Spray Diary: As indicated in last year's report there is an 
increasing Interest from buyers in the cultural program 
undertaken by growers In producing their Dried Fruits. Of 
particular interest is the spray program conducted by 
growers. 
To assist growers the AD.F.A. has decided to provide a 
spray diary to each grower on an annual basis. 
A pilot of this spray diary was released by the A.D.F.A. 
during the latter part of 1992. This diary was warmly 
welcomed by growers, with all 2,600 copies of the original 
print being quickly taken-up. 
The spray diary will assist growers by providing up-to-date 
information on the chemicals suitable for treatment and 
prevention of specified pests and diseases; providing 
information on spray rates and timing; and also providing a 
structured manner in which growers can record their own 
spray applications. 

8.6 Spray Materials: The unseasonal consistent and heavy falls 
of rain right across eastern Australia In the latter part of 1992 
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provided ideal conditions for the growth of diseases, 
especially moulds, This applied to a great many crops, not 
only those Involved in the Dried Fruits Industry, and the 
resulting demand for suitable chemicals led to a severe 
shortage of these products. 
Throughout the critical period of the shortage the A.D.F.A. 
was monitoring the availability of chemicals; liaising with 
Government to ensure that there would be no delay upon the 
entry of new stocks Into the country; and also liaising with 
manufacturers to ensure that they were aware of the extent 
of the demand and the need to ensure that the Dried Fruits 
Industry was adequately supplied. 
The A.D.F.A. has also made a submission to the inquiry by 
the Prices Surveillance Authority into the pricing of farm 
chemicals. 

8.7 Tree Fruits Handbook: The A.D.F.A co-sponsored the 
production and distribution of the "Drying Tree Fruits 
Handbook" prepared by the South Australian Department of 
Primary Industries. 
The handbook was distributed to all Dried Tree Fruit growers 
within South Australia. The handbook provides information 
on a number of core issues in the production of top quality 
Dried Tree Fruits and is presented in a durable loose-leaf 
binder which will allow the insertion of further planned 
materials and any amendments that may be required to the 
existing Information. 

8.8 Grower Quality Assurance: The A.D.F.A. strategic review 
identified the need to extend the total quality management 
approach now being introduced within the marketing and 
packing sectors back into the growing and drying of Dried 
Fruits. 
While a highly desirable objective, there are a number of 
practical difficulties due to the large number of growers and 
the wide number of variations in acceptable practices. 
At the time of writing this report the Board of Management 
was, with the assistance of expert professional advice, 
reviewing the options available for the introduction of a 
quality assurance program. These options include: 
(a) Introducing a formal quality assurance program whereby 

growers would undertake structured education programs 
on the best practices to prepare quality Dried Fruits and 
would receive a premium payment if they were able to 
certify that they had carried out these practices. 

(b) Provision of handbooks to all growers containing all 
information on best practice operations (similar to the 
final format envisaged for the Dried Tree Fruits 
handbook). 

(c) Encouraging A.D.F.A. packers to undertake quality 
assurance programs with their growers to ensure that all 
Dried Fruits met the quality requirements necessary to 
meet the increasing demands of the ultimate buyer. 

(d) Refocussing and extending the existing system of 
premium payments and special treatment charges. 

These approaches are not mutually exclusive, and it is 
possible that the final program will draw upon a number of 
these features. 

8.9 Sultana Drying Oil; Research undertaken by the C.S.I.R.O. 
has indicated that excessive and repeat applications of 
'drying emulsion while not improving the overall speed of 
drying, will actually damage the structure of the fruit, making 
It more difficult to process and more likely to have problems 
with stickiness. 
As stickiness and compaction of Sultanas is one of the major 
complaints faced by the industry, all growers are being 
encouraged to review their use of drying emulsions. 

8.10 Production Problems: The A.D.F.A. Production Problems 
Committee has remained active throughout the last year. 

8.11 Irrigation and Salinity: The A.D.F.A. continues its interest in 
water quality in the Murray Darling system. Major issues in 
the last year have included proposals by the Albury City 
Council to dispose of its treated sewage direct to the Murray 
River; the need to combat the growth of blue-green algae; 
and proposals to develop a Division of the Freshwater 
Institute within the Sunraysia region. 
As in the past, the Board's Deputy Chairman, Mr. Vin Byrnes, 
has undertaken the major role in this regard in his capacity 
as Chairman of the Sunraysia & Riverland Committee on 
Salinity. 

9. PROCESSING 
9.1 Quality: The Australian Dried Fruits Industry has responded 

positively to the erosion of its traditional reputation as a 
producer of high quality Dried Fruits superior to that of other 
producing countries. 
In particular the Australian Dried Fruits Industry has 
recognised the need to meet the requirements of individual 
buyers, rather than produce a pack that is generally 
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acceptable to a wide range of applications. 
quality initiatives within the processing sector include 
packing to order; determining and meeting the specifications 
of specific customers; Increased storage capacity to 
eliminate premature processing of fruit; a greater emphasis 
on researching the best practice processing requirements; 
the introduction of more sophisticated fruit identification and 
trace-back systems; and greater efforts to remove more 
defects, including the use of laser scanning. 
The A. D. F. A, the Dried Fruits Research & Development 
Council, packers and marketers have each played their role 
in developing the survival kit of maintaining Australia's 
reputation for Dried Fruits of premium quality. 

9.2 Additional Storage Capacity: The 30,000 tonne carryover of 
Sultanas from Season 1992 required a review of the 
traditional system of packing all Dried Sultanas within the 
calendar year of their production. 
The 1992 Federal Council recognised the desirability of the 
industry increasing its storage capacity and approved the 
use of A.D.F.A. funds for this purpose. 
As a result A.D.F.A. funds were made available to packers 
for the manufacture of bulk bins. Loans to packers were on 
the basis that packers would provide alternative funding for 
the construction of one bulk bin fat each bulk bin constructed 
from the A.D.F.A. loan funds; interest would be payable at 
the A.D.F.A.'s opportunity investment rate, less one percent; 
and interest would be reviewed and paid six monthly. 
Four packers took up the A.D.F.A.'s offer with a total of 
$1 ,082,950 being lent, facilitating the construction of an 
additional 35,000 bins, thus increasing the industry's storage 
capacity by 30%. 
The Board is pleased to report that the fruit being packed out 
from bulk bin storage is still of good quality and readily 
acceptable by most users. 
While the construction of additional bulk bins has already 
shown its worth by maintaining the quality of fruit and thus 
maintaining the value of returns to growers, there will be 
further long term benefits as in future seasons there will be 
less emphasis on the need to immediately pack fruit so as to 
return bins to the field. The ease of processing and 
improvement in the quality of the packout will result from 
holding the fruit for some time prior to packing. 

9.3 Laser Scanning: The most significant development in the 
processing of Australian Dried Fruits for many years 
occurred in early 1993 with the commissioning of two Elbicon 
scanning units by the Mildura Co-operative Fruit Co. Ltd. 
The Elbiscan has the capacity to identify and remove a high 
percentage of the small number of defects remaining in Dried 
Sultanas after their processing by the traditional equipment. 
The laser scanning was accompanied by the isolation of the 
laser equipment and the final packing area into two· distinct 
areas isolated from the "dirty" initial processing and the 
storage warehouse. These two "clean" areas have been 
developed to the highest food standard requirements. 
The laser scanning and upgraded environment have been 
enthusiastically greeted by all that have inspected the new 
arrangements, including major domestic and export buyers of 
Australian Dried Fruits. 
The A.D.F.A. is extremely pleased that the lrymple Packing 
Company and Robinva!e Producers have also committed 
themselves to the introduction of laser sorting equipment as 
this will ensure that A.D.F.A. packers will compliment the 
efforts of growers to ensure that Australia retains its 
traditional reputation for Dried Fruits of exceptional quality. 

9.4 Bin Tipping: In accordance with the recommendation of 
Federal Council 1992 a standardised bin tipper was 
introduced by packers to enhance the scrutiny of the receival 
of Season 1993 Dried Vine Fruits. 
With an identical bin tipper at each receival location and a 
requirement to tip at least one bin from each delivered load 
the industry was able to pursue two objectives in reducing 
the defects in Dried Fruits and thus improving its 
acceptability to buyers. 
Firstly, growers being aware of the increased scrutiny that 
would be given to their fruit were stimulated to make greater 
efforts to ensure that their fruit did not contain any defects. 
Secondly, packers had a better indication of any problem 
fruit and were better able to process fruit on its merits thus 
allowing for greater efficiency in packing and a packout of 
higher quality. 

9.5 Bar Coding: Mr. Ross Skinner, the A.D.F.A.'s Assistant 
General Manager and Executive Officer of the Dried Fruits 
Research & Development Council, developed a proposal for 
the bar coding and computer based monitoring of all bulk bin 
deliveries. This identification will allow the flow of all fruit to 
be monitored through the receival, processing and packout 
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stages, allowing an improved tracing of problem fruit. 
When introduced, this integrated classing and quality 
monitoring system will meet the requirements of buyers for 
the industry to be able to identify the source of all of its Dried 
Fruit products, and will also allow the Industry to identify 
those growers who_ consistently produce Dried Fruits of poor 
quality, especially in regard to the presence of defects, that 
endanger the industry's reputation. 
The identification of every grower and every bin through 
every stage of receival and processing is a major 
undertaking. 
Development of the proposal is progressing well with the 
Dried Fruits Research & Development Council having funded 
a systems analysis which led to the development of the 
system outline. 
This outline was enthusiastically greeted by all sectors of the 
industry. With the major buyers that have been advised of 
the proposal also being impressed. 
The Victorian and NSW Dried Fruits Boards have committed 
funds for the development of the computer software to 
operate the system. 
At the present time the A.D.F.A. is preparing a more detailed 
systems specification and investigating the availability of 
similar systems which would either provide the basis for the 
proposed Dried Fruits system, or at least identify those 
persons with the expertise and skills- _required to prepare 
such a system. 

9.6 Processing Research: The A.D.F.A. packers have been 
active in assisting the research and development efforts of 
the Dried Fruits Research & Development Council and have 
been at the forefront of implementing the improved 
technology as it becomes available. 
Vibratory filling of cartons, the utilisation of 6 millimetre 
riddling screens to remove stones, the improved scalper 
riddle to remove long stalk, the separation of weed seeds 
and stalk by water flows are examples of the successful 
adoption of new technology into the processing line. 

Riffle washers at Mildura Co·operative's lrymple branch. 
The precleaning of fruit, capstem removal, riffle washers, 
alternative fumigation technology and bulk handing systems 
are all areas of continuing research. The A.D.F.A. packers 
are making valuable input into these projects to ensure the 
research is guided towards practical outcomes for the 
industry. 

9.7 Review of Special Treatment Charges: Following the 1993 
Dried Vine Fruit harvest the Receivals & Processing 
Committee reviewed the special Industry charges on 
contaminants and agreed to maintain tolerances and charges 
at their existing levels. 
The Committee also noted that other serious contaminants 
not currently penalised were shotgun pellets and grease from 
harvest equipment such as rackshakers and tractors. It was 
agreed that rather than introduce new charges growers 
should be requested to be mindful of this type of 
contamination and act to avoid its entry into Dried Vine Fruit 
deliveries. 
The Committee alsb considered the application of the special 
charges to fruit with multiple contaminants. It was agreed 
that penalties should remain cumulative up to a threshold of 
$150/tonne as this provides the necessary incentive for snail, 
stone and spiked weed seed problems to be addressed. The 
threshold of $150/tonne is sufficient to cover the cost of 
heavy preprocessing of fruit to remove multiple contaminants. 
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The Committee further agreed that in instances of a single 
penalty exceeding the threshold then this charge would 
Stand and 20% of any other penalties would be charged. 
The Board of Management endorsed the recommendations 
of the Receivals & Processing Committee and sought packer 
adoption of the policy to apply from Season 1993. 

10. RESEARCH 
10.1 Dried Fruits Research & Deve!o ment Council: The Dried 

ruits esearch & Deve opment Counci FRDC) has 
continued to operate within the corporate umbrella of the 
Rural Industries Research & Development Corporation 
(RIRDC), provides financial and investment services whilst 
allowing substantial autonomy to the Council with regard to 
the preparation of its 5 Year Research & Development Plan, 
Annual Operating Plan, and Annual Report. 
The DFRDC has moved towards actively participating in the 
development of research proposals and commissioning 
research in priority areas. 
The DFRDC has also made a conscious decision to seek 
project proposals from a wider base of research providers 
whilst maintaining the industry's scientific capacity, during a 
period of reduced Government funding, by identifying centres 
of excellence and funding relevant research. 
Mr. Bob Taylor continues to provide strong leadership to the 
Council. 

The Council's membership is: 

Chairman 
Government Member 

Grower Members 

Packer/Marketer Member 
Technical Members 

Mr. Bob Taylor 
Mr, Steve McCutcheon 
(Replacing Mrs. Robyn Beetham) 
Mr. Brendan Gledhill 
Mr. Keith Sticpewich 
Mr. Peter Vandenberg 
Mr. Robert Blenkiron 
Dr. Martin Barlass 
Dr, Keith Garzoli 
Dr. Rob Walker 

In 1992/93 the DFRDC administered an annual budget of 
$1.2 million for Dried Vine Fruits, $150,000 for Dried Tree 
Fruits, and $150,000 for Prunes. 
In early 1993, the A.D.F.A. and other rural industry bodies 
successfully opposed a Treasury proposal to alter the 
funding ratio for the Commonwealth contribution. 
The proposal was aimed at increasing industry contributions 
from 0.5% of GVP to 0.75% of GVP to obtain maximum 
Commonwealth funding. It would have also reduced 
Government contributions to those industries unwilling to 
increase their contributions. 
The Dried Vine Fruit and Prune levies have plateaued at 
0.5% of GVP and it is recommended that the Season 1 993 
levies remain unaltered at $7.40/tonne and $13.00/tonne 
respectively. 
The Dried Tree Fruit levy of $17.00/tonne is approximately 
0.28% of GVP and given that reserves are being eroded to 
maintain the two long term S.A. Department of Primary 
Industries projects aimed at developing improved varieties 
and improved fruit quality, it is recommended that a phAs"!d 
levy increase to $25.00/tonne be undertaken. The 
recommended levy for Season 1993 Dried Tree Fruit levy 
being $21 .DO/tonne. 
The Council's conservative approach to reserves has 
ensured that the Dried Vine Fruit Industry's ongoing resemch 
and development program has not been effected by the 
small Season 1993 crop. The stability offered by the 
DFRDC reserves has enabled the Council to avoid the 
difficulties experienced by other Research & Development 
Councils and Corporations where ongoing research has been 
curtailed prematurely. 
During 1992/93 the A.D.F.A. has continued to provide th"' 
Secretariat to the DFRDC with particular responsibility in this 
regard being handled by Mr. Ross Skinner, the A.D.F A ·s 
Assistant General Manager, as Executive Officer to th"l 
Council. 
This arrangement will alter during 1993/94 with the Executh;P 
Officer's position with the DFRDC becoming a full time 
position to enable greater monitoring of existing research: to 
facilitate the transfer of research findings; and to permit 
further development of commissioned research by the 
DFRDC. 
The Council views this as a necessary development to 
ensure the Industry's research program is propPrly 
supervised and that the Council adequately meets the 
accountability requirements of the Dried Vine Fruit, Dried 
Tree Fruit, and Prune industries, and the Commonwealth. 
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10.2 

altered with the establishment of the 
Australian Council Viticulture (ACV) and its successful bid 
to secure Commonwealth funding for the Co-operative 
Research Centre- Viticulture (CRC). 
The CRC is administered by a Board of Management which 
is chaired by Mr. Richard Haselgrove and includes the former 
A.D.F.A. Chairman, Mr. Henry Tankard. 
The Board of Management will oversee the expenditure of in 
excess of $12 million of Commonwealth funds over a 7 year 
period enabling new research endeavour to be undertaken in 
addition to the research programs of the Dried Fruits 
Research & Developemnt Council and Grape and Wine 
Research & Development Corporation. 
The CRC research program is similar to the research 
strategies of the DFRDC in many respects in that it is 
seeking the efficient production of high quality grapes with 
minimum residues of agricultural chemicals and 
environmental contaminants. 
The DFRDC is closely monitoring the CRC research program 
to ensure no overlap of research funding occurs. 
The CRC Board of Management is accountable to the 
Australian Council for Viticulture. The ACV Is a broader 
group with powerful representation by research and 
education providers, and several wine industry bodies. 
The A.D.F.A. has some reservations about the wider role the 
ACV is seeking to establish for itself. This role includes the 
development of viticultural industry policy on research, 
extension and education. · 
This concern is based on the perception that the ACV, due to 
its composition, will be heavily influenced by research 
providers rather than industry. 
The A.D.F.A.'s representative on this body is Mr. Peter 
Macintosh to ensure that the Dried Fruits Industry is strongly 
represented on this potentially influential body. 
The A.D.F.A. is also seeking to have the DFRDC 
represented within the ACV as it is recognised that the 
DFRDC, as the legislated R&D organisation, is the pre
eminent body with regard to the Dried Fruit Industry's 
research policy, 

11. INDUSTRY ECONOMY 
11.1 Federal Government Policy: The A.D.F.A. has kept both the 

Federal Government and the Opposition Coalition aware of 
developments within the Dried Fruits Industry, particularly the 
financial difficulties faced by many growers. 
Pre-election activity focussed on seeking the response from 
both the Government and the Coalition of their attitudes to 
the following requests: 
1. To abandon the tariff cuts programmed to 1996. 
2. To remove the developing country concession on duty 

on Dried Fruits imported from Turkey. 
3. Ensure the continued operation o.f the Australian Dried 

Fruits Board with all of its present functions and powers. 
4. Continue the Dried Sultana Underwriting Scheme for a 

further five seasons while essential structural adjustment 
is undertaken. 

5. To grant an exemption from the Superannuation 
Guarantee Charge for casuals employed in horticultural 
industries. 

While not immediate as hoped, the phase-out of the 
developing country tariff concessions will achieve the same 
objective as point 2 above. 
The continued operation of the Australian Dried Fruits Board 
was also supported by the Government, while the A.D.F.A. is 
still pursuing an extension to the underwriting scheme and 
the compulsory superannuation exemption. 
The Government appears adamant that it will not waver from 
the programmed tariff cuts despite the demonstrable 
inequities created when these tariff cuts are imposed without 
any of the offsetting benefits that were promised by way of 
micro~economic reform. 
The A.D.F.A. also contributed to the Tariff and Industry 
Development Inquiry undertaken by Senator Sid Spindler of 
the Australian Democrats. 

11.2 Dried Sultana Underwriting: The existing Dried Sultana 
underwriting arrangements will automatically expire with the 
close of the 1993 Season. The A.D.F.A. has made repeated 
requests to the Government for a continuation of the existing 
arrangements for a period of a further five years. 
The A.D.F.A. acknowledges that underwriting is unlikely to 
ever provide any large payment to supplement the incomes 
of growers. However it is an important mechanism in 
providing sufficient security of return to allow financial 
institutions to provide loans to industry to allow advance 
payments to be made to growers. 
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It has been stressed to Government that in the present 
period of reduced cash flow and a greater realisation by 
growers of the need to undertake on-farm development that 
the continuing existence of the underwriting scheme is 
eSsential to provide financiers with sufficient confidence to 
allow growers to make the investments that are critical to the 
long term future of the Dried Fruits Industry. 
The Government has indicated that it Is reluctant to renew 
the underwriting scheme, claiming that it may be interpreted 
by other nations as an indication that Australia is not 
committed to free trade and fulfilling Its GATT obligations. 
The Board of Management is continuing to pursue the 
underwriting arrangements as well as reviewing suitable 
Government sponsored alternatives. 

11.3 The Australian Dried Fruits Board: Dried Fruit marketing 
arrangements were subject to some criticism In the latest 
Industry Commission report into the horticultural industry. 
The draft report from this inquiry cast some doubt on the 
future of the Australian Horticultural Corporation. As the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board (A.D.F.B.) operates under the 
umbrella of the Australian Horticultural Corporation the 
A.D.F.A. was quick to remind Government of the importance 
of the A.D. F. B. to the Dried Fruits Industry. 
The Australian Dried Fruits Board will hold its first Annual 
General Meeting on the morning of Wednesday, June 23, 
1993 immediately preceding the commencement of Federal 
Council on that afternoon. 

11.4 Rural Adjustment Scheme: January 1, 1993 saw the 
introduction of a revised Rural Adjustment Scheme which will 
focus more on farm productivity and long term viability rather 
than the former emphasis of assistance and debt 
reconstruction. 
Interest subsidies of up to 50% of commercial finance rates 
may be granted to farmers to enhance their productivity and 
profitability. 
Additional grants of up to $1,000 per annum may be 
provided for farmer training, and farm planning and appraisal. 
For those farmers forced to leave farming, a re-establishment 
grant of up to $45,000 may be paid. 
Under the new provisions, the farm household support 
scheme has been introduced allowing support payments at 
the equivalent of the Job Search Allowance for a maximum 
of two years. 
Under the exceptional circumstances provisions of the 
scheme interest subsidies can be increased to up to 100%. 
These exceptional circumstances provisions have been 
invoked for Dried Fruit growers in New South Wales, 
Victoria, and South Australia. 
Assessment for eligibility is undertaken on a case-by-case 
basis but it is essential that growers make their application 
by June 30, 1993. 
Growers being forced to leave their properties by financial 
pressures should also make application to their state rural 
adjustment authority who determine whether they are eligible 
for the re~establishment grant. This application must be 
undertaken prior to leaving the property. 

11.5 Review of the S.A. Dried Fruits Board: Following an 
extensive review process the South Australian Government 
has introduced legislation to update the Dried Fruits Act and 
restructure the S.A. Dried Fruits Board. 
During the negotiation process the A.D.F.A, provided 
strenuous objections to the removal of the Board's discretion 
to register packers and its replacement with mandatory 
registration of those people with appropriate premises and 
facilities. 
In other respects, the A.D.F.A. is in general agreement with 
the changes introduced by the new legislation. 
In overview, the Board of Management is of the opinion that 
the retention of the South Australian Dried Fruits Board with 
its other essential functions is a positive result for the Dried 
Fruits Industry. 

11.6 Review of the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board: The agreed 
amendments to the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Act and its Dried 
Fruits Board as negotiated with the N.S.W. Government and 
advised to Federal Council last year, are yet to be 
implemented. 
It appears that some unknown persons in or close to the 
N.S.W. Government system are unhappy with the 
arrangements negotiated by the A.D.F.A. with the N.S.W. 
Minister for Agriculture and his Department. 
Of greatest concern is the fact that the existing regulations 
under which the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board operates will 
automatically expire in September of 1993. The N.S.W. 
Board will be unable to operate without these regulations, 
and accordingly the priority has switched from pursuing 
amendments to the Act, to ensuring that replacement 
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regulations are in place to allow the continued operation of 
the N.S.W. Dried Fruits Board. 

11.7 Continui Differentials: The 1992 Federal Council 
au or se the oar of Management to permit continuity 
differentials to be applied, subject to such limits as it saw fit, 
to the receival of and payment for Dried Fruits of the 1993 
Season. 
It was envisaged that a continuity differential could be paid 
by packers to those growers who had a history of delivery. 
It was hoped that this approach would allow packers to 
attempt to influence production levels in accordance with 
their commercial needs and the advice provided by their 
marketing agents. The natural variability in Dried Fruit 
production due to climatic factors is severely compounded by 
the existence of alternative outlets for fresh production, 
including wineries, fresh markets, canneries, and juice 
outlets. The aim of the continuity differential is to provide a 
stabilising force which would make the Dried Fruits Industry 
less supply driven and more market orientated. 
The fact that the A.D.F.A. will provide limits to the extent of 
the differential would prevent other growers from being too 
severely disadvantaged. 
The Board of Management advised packers of the ability for 
them to set a continuity differential for all varieties of the 
1993 Season other than Currants and Sultanas. The 
maximum value for these differentials was 1 0% for Dried 
Tree Fruits, and 20% for Raisins. 
No packer has yet applied any continuity differential to any 
variety. However the Board is of the view that the option to 
trial this mechanism should remain open for future seasons. 

11.8 Rationalisation in S.A.; The A.D.F.A. has continued to 
monitor the progress of the attempt to rationalise the six 
South Australian co-operatives involved in th$} processing of 
Dried Fruits and Citrus. 
The uncertainty of the proposed merger arrangements and 
constant speculation about possible outcomes, negotiation 
breakdowns, structural combinations, processing sites, and 
strategic alliances has severely undermined the confidence 
of growers in the co-operative packing sector. 
These uncertainties coupled with the abnormally low 
production of Dried Fruits In South Australia from the 1993 
harvest has severely weakened the A.D.F.A. in S.A. as the 
A.D.F.A. structure is reliant upon a strong and reliable 
processing sector. 
It is hoped that the final outcome of the rationalisation efforts 
will result in a superior Dried Fruit processing force which will 
quickly regain the confidence of growers. 

12. ADMINISTRATION 
12.1 Strate~ic Review: The need to meet the challenge of the 

chang1ng environment both within and outside the Dried 
Fruits Industry led the A.D.F.A. to undertake a strategic 
review of future directions. 
The review confirmed the major challenges to the A.D.F.A. 
and the Australian Dried Fruits Industry 'as being that of total 
quality management; a need for a strong commercial 
orientation; the development of industry information systems; 
the maintenance of and improvement to integrated industry 
planning; innovative product development; continuing 
research and development across all levels of the industry; 
and the development of a clearly defined package of benefits 
for growers. 
The strategic review stressed that the A.D.F.A. must continue 
to provide a stable marketing structure if grower returns are 
to be maximised: this after all, has been the primary mission 
of the A.D.F.A. since 1907. 

12.2 National Farmers' Federation: The A.D.F.A. has maintained 
its position as a full commodity member of the National 
Farmers' Federation and has been actively involved in a 
range of N.F.F. activities. 
Mr. Peter Macintosh has continued as the A.D.F.A.'s 
representative to the N.F.F.'s half-yearly Council meetings, 
with Mr. Martin and Mr. Couroupis each attending on one 
occasion as an observer. 
Like the A.D.F.A., the N.F.F. has also conducted a strategic 
review resulting in the publication of "New Horizons - A 
Strategy For Australia's Agrifood Industries". 
During the conduct of the N.F.F. review, the A.D.F.A. and the 
Dried Fruits Industry were identified as a model for other 
organisations and product groups due to the close co
ordination of production, processing, and marketing; and the 
ability for efficiencies of operation and value-added premiums 
to be passed back to the production base. 
With a restructuring of the Dried Fruits Industry's industrial 
relations representation it is likely that the A.D. FA will seek 
some assistance from the N.F.F.in this area, particularly on 
key issues of uniform application across rural industries. 
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12.3 Liaison and Media: The A.D.F.A. has continued in its efforts 
to keep growers, other industry members, and the general 
pUblic aware of major happenings within the industry, and 
the issues facing it. 
With the financial difficulties being created by the present 
slow down of cash flow in all sectors of the industry, it is 
likely that many aspects of the industry and the A.D.F.A. will 
come under increased scrutiny. 
The Board recognises that this focus of attention Is 
inevitable, and in fact to be welcomed if an efficient, well
focussed organisation is to be maintained. 
The strategic review identified the need to improve the 
information flow to growers, and accordingly the Board has 
made a commitment to keeping growers well informed. 
A particular challenge durirlg this period of scrutiny will be to 
ensure that the real issues facing the industry are addressed, 
and that frustrated and disillusioned growers do not tear 
down the A.D.F.A. structure when continued unity of purpose 
and action is the continuing key to the viability of the 
Australian Dried Fruits Industry. 
The Board records its appreciation to the many members of 
the media who have assisted the A.D.F.A. over the past 

and looks forward to their ongoing support. 
12.4 The ·Chairman and General 

i 1 Australia in November to inspect 
of the Dried Fruits Industry in that State first hand. 

Despite falling production of Currants in the Lower Swan 
Valley region due to residential development, there has been 
a resurgence of interest in growing Currants within the 
Bindoon region, approximately 100 kilometres north of Perth. 
The W.A. Branch of the A.D.F.A. has also been granted 
$5,000 by the W.A. Government for the development of a 
business plan and survey to aid in the development of the 
W.A. Dried Fruits Industry. 

12.5 Government: Close liaison has been maintained with 
Government members; Members of Parliament; the Officers 
of various Government departments including the 
Department of Primary Industries and Energy, and the State 
Departments of Agriculture or Primary Industry; CSIRO; the 
Australian Dried Fruits Board; and the various State Boards 
and the Consultative Committee. 
The Board records its sincere appreciation to all those who 
have assisted the Industry throughout the past year. 

12.6 Auditor: The accountancy firm of G.R. Rowse and Co., has 
continued its work as auditors to the A.D.F.A., and to the 
A.D.F.A. affiliates. 

12.7 Staff: The Board commends the highly professional and 
dedicated efforts of the A.D.F.A. staff. The Board believes 
that the Industry is extremely well served by the highly 
competent staff at the A.D.F.A. Head Office, Food Advisory 
Services, and the Mildura Sales Centre. 
The Board particularly wishes to note the contribution over 
the last ten years of Mr. Ross Skinner, the A.D.F.A.'s 
Assistant General Manager. 
The Dried Fruits Research & Development Council has 
decided to appoint a full-time Executive Officer, and Ross 
has accepted this position. 
While the A.D.F.A. will miss Ross' contribution as a member 
of its staff, it recognises that Ross will continue to serve the 
Australian Dried Fruits Industry with the dedication and drive 
characterised in his outstanding contribution to A.D.F.A. 
affairs. 

APPENDICES 

The following reports were attached and formed part of the Board's 
Report: 

Appendix 1 
Appendix 2 
Appendix 3 

Appendix 4 

Appendix 5 

Appendix 6 

Appendix 7 

Appendix 8 

Branch Tonnage and Grower Representation 

Production Problems Committee 

Salinity 
ADFA Shop 
Comparative Account Sales 

Receivals and Processing Committee 

Strategic Review 

DVF Research and Development Unit 

For and on behalf of the Board of Management 

P.J. Maclntosh 
CHAIRMAN 

June, 1993. 
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REPORTS TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
BY ADFA MARKETING AGENTS 

ADFA Federal Council has traditionally received 
reports from marketing agents on the activities 
undertaken during the previous year to market and 
promote Australian dried fruit. Marketers also give an 
indication of the outlook for the coming year. 

1993 Federal Council received reports from the 
ADFA's two major dried fruit marketing agents, 
Australian Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd., and Robinvale 
Producers' Co-operative Co. Ltd. The major topics 
covered in these addresses are detailed below. 
Australian Dried Fruits Sales Ptv. Ltd. 

~'"' ;::r 
SUNBEAM 

Australian Dried Fruits Sales Pty. Ltd. (ADFS) 
General Manager, Mr. Neil White, addressed Federal 
Council on the marketing and promotion activities 
undertaken by ADFS during the past year. 

1992 was a bad year for ADFS, with the loss of 
major industrial accounts being the most significant 
occurrence. However, 1992 also provided ADFS with 
an opportunity to develop strategies and plans for the 
future, which are now beginning to come to fruition. 

The emphasis during the 1993 harvest, for ADFS, 
was on contaminant reduction. To achieve this ADFS 
liaised with its packer members, who in turn were 
working with the Victorian Department of Agriculture, the 
CSIRO, and the University of South Australia to put in 
place new systems in the processing line to ensure the 
number of contaminants which reached the final pack 
were minimal. 

The dried fruit industry undertook significant changes 
in the structuring of domestic vine fruit prices during 
1992. This included the introduction of a volume buy 
rebate, and a commitment to supply an increased 
tonnage of manufacturing grade sultanas. 

These moves have helped contribute to a significant 
fall in the quantity of imports entering Australia, from 
8,000 tonnes in 1991 to 6,000 tonnes in 1992. The 
downward trend is continuing, towards an annual figure 
of 4,000 tonnes. 

1993 is a far more promising year for ADFS, with the 
appointment of Industrial Sales Manager, Mr. Tim Gates, 
being designed to get large industrial users of dried fruit 
back to Australian produce. Mr. Gates will spend the 
first year of his appointment in Mildura learning about 
the industry. After this time he will return to Sydney. 

ADFS have also begun packing dried fruit to the 
specifications established by customers. The Export 
Control (Dried Fruit) Orders have become the minimum 
standard to which ADFS now pack fruit. Overall, ADFS 
has become far more market driven, rather than 
production driven. 

Promotions undertaken during the past year by 
ADFS to encourage sales of packeted fruit included the 
'Coles Christmas Pack'; the release of the 'Coles Simnel 
Cake' which received a terrific response from customers; 
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and the · use of other supermarket based promotional 
tools, such as gondola ends. 

Mr. White also provided details of ADFS' promotion 
campaign titled 'Christmas in Winter', which is designed 
to drive growth in the consumption of dried fruits during 
what is traditionally a very quiet time of the year. 

The basis of the concept is to encourage Australians 
to celebrate Christmas in winter, as is done in the 
Northern Hemisphere. An integral part of this 
celebration will include the preparation of a Christmas 
pudding or cake containing Sunbeam dried fruit. 

ADFS is also to undertake a $1 million national 
television advertising campaign to drive sales of dried 
vine fruit. The campaign will commence in September 
and will feiature in all of ADFS' major markets. The 
focus of the campaign is to be ADFS' Sunbeam brand of 
packeted dried vine fruit. 

ADFS has also undertaken significant development 
strategies in terms of strengthening their Export 
Department. This development program has involved 
the appointment of Mr. Peter Johannssen as ADFS' 
Export Manager. 

Marketing strategies are to be developed for each 
country that ADFS sells dried fruit to. ADFS are moving 
away form merely disposing of the crop to marketing 
Australian dried fruit. 

New markets are also being developed throughout 
the Middle East, in Poland, and through Asia, particularly 
in Thailand, the Philippines, and Korea. 

Mr. White also emphasised the importance to the 
ADFA system, and to ADFS in particular, of the need for 
a strong and successful dried tree fruit sector, as tree 
fruit is needed to meet ADFS's requirements for 
packeted and bulk fruit. 

In conclusion, Mr. White stressed the need for all 
sectors of the industry to understand and anticipate the 
needs of customers. ADFS are undertaking this by 
investing heavily in updated factory equipment during 
1993 to raise the quality of fruit packed, and to meet the 
requirements of customers who are continually seeking 
fruit that meets their requirements. 
Robinvale Producers' Co-operative Co. Ltd. 

Robinvale Producers' Co-operative (RPC) Assistant 
General Manager, Mr. Michael Ryan, presented a report 
to Federal Council on the activities undertaken by his 
company during the past 12 months to encourage sales 
of Australian dried fruits. 

The changes being undertaken in the dried fruit 
industry have come in the form of better processing 
facilities, which are only in their infancy in terms of 
change. 

Australian manufacturers collectively voiced their 
opinion on our processing facilities, our industry quality 
standards, and our prices. They did this both verbally 

DRIED FRUITS NEWS- July/August, 1993 



and by purchasing off-shore. ·change to counter this 
trend was inevitable. 

The benefits of change to pricing structures has been 
evident in the level of imported !run presently entering 
the country, and in the feedback received from the 
larger manufacturers and the trade in general. 

Legislative protection is only an artificial barrier. 
When the. legislation ceases, so does the protection. 
The best form of protection is to secure markets by 
providing the customers with what they really want. This 
is not to suggest that RPC should abandon industry 
efforts to protect ourselves from industry competitors. 
Any form of protection is a bonus, but its not our safest 
protection. The changes that the industry have made 
over the last 12 months now put us in good stead to 
protect our most valuable markets. 

RPC is working closely with a number of major 
manufacturers monitoring the progress to improve 
quality and making changes where necessary. RPC has 
developed a good relationship with many of the players 
in the food service area. Some of these were previously 
importers, but more and more are changing to 
Australian grown fruit. 

RPC has gained part of the Australian retail generic 
business, however the most lucrative business, and the 
very best form of industry protection, is in branded 
retailing. This is the most difficult area to enter as it is 
well protected by both Sunbeam and Angas Park. 
However this area would provide RPC with a company 
image and provide business security. RPC have plans 
to enter this area at some stage in the future. 

The market has been very responsive to RPC's 
presence, as the new player in the field. RPC's initial 
start was reasonably slow, but things have improved as 
time has progressed. 

Despite a depressed world economy there are also 
some positive signs occurring overseas. World prices 
are increasing slightly at the moment. Suppliers like Iran 
and Afghanistan have found their own markets, and 
have moved away from the traditional world markets. 
The over supply position has now eased. 

RPC has virtually started from scratch, with no 
promotional material, trade information literature, or 
trade show equipment. RPC has now started to build, 
but that has cost more than envisaged, and there is still 
more to do. The majority of funds have been spent on 
co-operative advertising. RPC has budgeted for some 
media expenditure over the next 12 months. This will 
probably be in the form of radio, promoting Rascals. 

The future shows promise, for RPC and for the 
industry in general. The last 12 months have been 
about change. Quality is improving at packer level, 
which makes us stronger. Our marketing has become 
more commercially orientated, which makes us stronger. 
We are obtaining premium prices in the world market, 
however there is no prospect of dramatically increased 
returns to growers. Change is also occurring at grower 
level and will increasingly continue to occur. All of these 
changes are extremely hard, but are extremely 
necessary and they can only make us stronger in the 
future. 

REPORTS TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 
BY ADFA PACKERS 

The 1992 ADFA Federal Council passed the 
following resolutions: 
Packer Advices on Pack Improvements 

That the three major ADFA packers be asked to 
report at each Federal Council on improvements made 
during the past year to improve the quality of the final 
pack and also what improvements are planned for the 
coming year. 

It is on this basis that 1993 Federal Council received 
reports from the ADFA's three major packers, the 
lrymple Packing Pty. Ltd., the Mildura Co-operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd., and the Robinvale Producers Co-operative Co. 
Ltd. 
lrvmple Packing Pty. Ltd. 

IRYMPLE PACKING PTY. LTD. 

lrymple Packing Pty. Ltd. (lPG) Group General 
Manager, Mr. Brian Bergin, presented a report in which 
he detailed the activities undertaken by the IP Group in 
1992 to improve dried fruit quality. 

The lrymple Group purchased 17,000 new bulk bins 
in the past 12 months. The Group also purchased eight 
of the bin tippers adopted as the industry standard. 
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A slip sheet facility has also been trialled at IPC's 
lrymple Branch. A slip sheet is a piece of cardboard the 
size of a pallet with two grip edge tabs. 72 cartons of 
packed fruit are placed on the slip sheet and then onto a 
forklift, which takes the fruit away for storage. 

When required for shipping the forklift collects the 
same slip sheet and places it in a container or truck. 
This new handling system eliminates double or triple
handing of cartons. This slip sheet facility has been 
installed at the request of fruit buyers, particularly 
German customers who are trying to decrease dried fruit 
handling costs. 

A laboratory has also been built at IPC's Merbein 
Branch, again in response to the demands of dried fruit 
buyers. The laboratory was developed to conduct 
specific tests, for example, determining the amount of 
dressing oil on sultanas. 

The Group was also involved in bulk handling trials 
conducted by ADFS. The goal of these trials is to 
deliver all fruit to the ADFS packeting plant, and some 
customers, in bulk. This will have the enormous benefit 
of eliminating the use of a significant number of cartons. 

The two Elbiscans purchased by the lrymple Group 
have also arrived and are presently being installed at 
Sarnia Packing in Mildura. The Sarnia dried vine fruit 
processing plant is being upgraded and modified, 
implementing some of the recommendations put forward 
by Professor Ron Feller, who was employed by the 
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Dried Fruits Research and Development Council. The 
Elbiscans are expected to be operational in late July. 

The laboratory built by the IPC at their Merbein 
Branch. 

Mr. Bergin stressed that the Elbiscans do not provide 
a total solution to the industry's contamination problems. 
The responsibility is still firmly with growers to ensure 
that dried fruit delivered to packers is as free of 
contaminants as possible. 

Mr. Bergin considers the most important change that 
the lrymple Group has made in the last 12 months is the 
implementation of a Quality Assurance Program. ADFS' 
customers are increasingly seeking the implementation 
of such systems by all suppliers. IPC are confident of 
seeking accreditation for the International Quality 
Standards ISO 9002 in early 1994. 

The lrymple Group has built a Paste Room at 
Merbein. This facility indicates lrymple's commitment to 
new fruited products, the most famous being Kellogg's 
Mini Wheats. 
Mildura Co-operative Fruit Co. Ltd. 

Managing Director of the Mildura Co-operative Fruit 
Co. Ltd., Mr. Michael Worthington, provided a report to 
Federal Council on the activities undertaken by the Co
op in the last year to improve dried fruit quality. 

The purchase of the bulk bins was an extremely 
positive step to take to preserve the quality of the large 
carryover of season 1992 sultanas. 

Mr. Worthington also recognised that the bin-tipping 
operation still needs fine-tuning, although he has no 
doubt that it has proved to be a positive deterrent for the 
industry. 

Of the more company specific changes that the 
Mildura Co-op have implemented during the last year, 
the obvious highlight has been the installation of the 
Elbiscans at the lrymple packing plant. 

At the time of Federal Council, the Elbiscans had 
been operating for four months. As an integral part of 
the installation of the Elbiscans, the Mildura Co-op has 
also upgraded the hand packing area with three main 
objectives in mind: 
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1. ensuring the quality of the product; 
2. ensuring fruit is packed in hygienic conditions; 

and 
3. to improve the working conditions of employees. 
Mr. Worthington reported that the market reaction to 

all of these undertakings has been extremely favourable. 
A significant number of domestic and overseas buyers 
have inspected the operations, and, without fail, have 
reacted positively. 

More importantly, however, the Mildura Co-op is 
starting to receive empirical evidence that they have 
made the quantum leap in dried fruit quality that the 
industry has been searching for. 

An example of this has arisen through Kellogg's, who 
have recently completed a thorough analysis of one 
tonne of fruit, the quality of which is measured via a 
range of parameters (stalks, capstems, stickiness etc ... ). 

Mildura Co-op's fruit processed by the Elbiscan has 
been compared against a similar sized sample of fruit 
from a range of suppliers provided to Kellogg's late last 
year. This previous analysis was done when Kellogg's 
were making the decision to return to Australian fruit. 

Fruit supplied by the Australian dried fruit industry 
towards the end of 1992 ranged from 37% to 55% on 
the Kellogg's Quality Index. The best score ever 
achieved by Turkish fruit is 82%. The most recent tonne 
of fruit supplied by the Co-op to Kellogg's achieved the 
highest score ever recorded of 91%. 

The Mildura Co-op is also in the midst of 
implementing a Quality Improvement Process. The two 
main objectives of this are: 

1. to improve dried fruit quality in terms of 
improving conformance to the requirements of 
purchasers; and 

2. reducing costs by aggressively rectifying the 
causes of non-conformance. 

The Co-op has in place numerous measurement 
systems which allow the accurate tracking of 
productivity, quality and costs. The Co-op remains 
committed to getting costs down and productivity up. 
Significant progress has been made in these areas 
already. 

In the coming year, Mr. Worthington indicated that 
the M ildura Co-op will be spending a considerable 
amount of effort on the front end of the processing line 
to ensure the greater removal of contaminants earlier in 
the process rather than when the fruit reaches the 
Elbiscan. 
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The Mildura Co-op remains committed to working 
together with major buyers of Australian dried fruit to 
ensure that it remains at the forefront of dried fruit 
quality in Australia and the world. 
Robinvale Producers' Co-operative Co. Ltd. 

Robinvale Producers' Co-operative Assistant General 
Manager, Mr. Michael Ryan, reported to Federal Council 
the major initiatives undertaken by RPC to improve the 
quality of the dried fruit that it processes. 

In February of this year RPC completed the 
construction of a new dried fruit storage facility capable 
of holding 5,000 tonnes of fruit in an unprocessed form. 
The building is gas tight, meaning that RPC can seal it 
and fumigate the entire building. This is particularly 
important as infestation in unprocessed fruit can lead to 
a considerable amount of skin damage, and a decrease 
in the quality of the fruit. 

RPC have performed intrinsic testing and monitoring 
of each stage of the production process, to assess what 
effect each stage has on quality. In particular defect 
levels, moisture content, skin damage, grit levels, and 
levels of capstems, sticks and vine fruit material have 
been tested. Over a period of time RPC have been 
able to accurately determine and measure the 
importance of each stage of production. This has 

SOCIAL SECURITY NEWS 
Over the recent months Social Security Offices in 

dried fruit growing areas have had an increase in 
growers seeking to ascertain what, if any, assistance is 
available to them. 

The Department of Social Security benefits that may 
be of assistance to growers experiencing financial 
difficulty are detailed below. 
Additional Family Payments are payable to low 
income ·families in respect to dependent children. 
Maximum rates are payable to families with a taxable 
income of less than $20,950 per annum. The 
disqualifying limits and maximum rates are: 

NUMBER OF DISQUAUFVING RATE (PF) DISOUAUFYING RATE (PF} 
CHILDREN UMIT CHILDREN UMITCHILDAEK 

UNDER 13YA5 \3-15 YRS 

' $24,169 $61.90 $25,495 $67.40 

' $28,012 $123.80 $30,664 $174.80 

' $31,855 $185.70 $35,833 $2.62,20 

Higher hm1ts/rates apply to people paying rent. 
Maximum rate cases also receive a Health Care Card. 
Farm Household Support 

The scheme commenced operation on March 20, 
1993. It is aimed at providing assistance in meeting day 
to day living expenses for those farmers unable to 
access further commercial finance. 
Job Search Allowance 

Sometimes it is inappropriate for the farmers's 
spouse to apply for Job Search Allowance, as in many 
cases the spouse is seeking employment away from the 
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enabled RPC to evaluate the effectiveness of any 
changes that we have made to the production line. RPC 
is now able to measure/change/measure continuously 
and determine accurately the effect that the change is 
having on quality. All of these measures were also 
critical in order to determine the effectiveness of the 
introduction of laser sorting. 

Mr. Ryan informed Council that RPC has purchased 
an Elbiscan laser sorter as the final inspection point of 
their quality production line. This will be operational in 
August of this year, and is part of a continuous long
term quality production plan. 

A lot of changes have been made to the production 
line in order to gain a reputation amongst buyers as the 
producer of the best pre-laser sorted Australian dried 
fruit. This has included more pre-cleaning, more air 
extraction, and closer quality testing. 

15 months ago, RPC commenced the concept of 'a 
factory within a warehouse'. This involved the isolation 
of our immediate production area from the remainder of 
the warehouse and the isolation of the pre-wash end of 
production from the post-wash area. The first stage of 
the project was completed last September, with white 
sandwich walls being used extensively. The second 
stage of the project, involving the enclosure of the laser 
sorter and the enclosure of the new cartoning area is 
presently in the process of being completed. 

Mr. Ryan concluded his address by saying that the 
company has adopted and been working with the 
principles of Total Quality Management (TQM) for over 
12 months, and this has made an amazing difference to 
the company as a whole. 

By Jack Forbes, Mildura Social Security Office 

farm. 
In order to qualify for Job Search Allowance a 

spouse must be willing and able to look for full-time work 
and be taking reasonable steps to find full-time work. 
Generally a spouse who is heavily involved with the 
farming venture will not qualify for Job Search 
Allowance. 

The fact that a spouse is in partnership does not 
mean that she may not qualify for Job Search 
Allowance. Normally a spouse who does qualify for Job 
Search Allowance receives the married rate of payment. 
Re-establishment Grants 

If you are thinking of leaving farming, it is important 
you realise that Job Search Allowance may affect your 
eligibility for a Re-establishment Grant. More 
information is available from your local Rural Counselling 
Service. 

Further information about the Farm Household 
Support Scheme, th Job Search Allowance and the 
eligibility of farmers are contained in the information 
sheet provided with our copy of the Australian Dried 
Fruits News. 

For more detailed information about any of these 
entitlements you should contact your local Social 
Security Office. 
You may also telephone the Department of Social 

Security on 132 468 for further details from anywhere in 
Australia for the cost of a local calL 
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FOOD ADVISORY SERVICES 
REPORT TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 

The Director of the ADFA's Food Advisory Services 
(FAS), Miss Elaine Chambers, advised Federal Council 
that over the last 12 months the FAS has developed 
closer working ties with ADFA marketing agents, who 
have utilised the skills and resources available from the 
department. 

Some of the more significant projects successfully 
completed in conjunction with agents, and detailed to 
Federal Council included: 
Simnel Cake • Easter and Mother's Day Promotions 

A special cake using 1 kg Sunbeam Mixed Fruit was 
developed in the test kitchen. The cake had to be 
multipurpose and be appropriate for both the Easter 
period and Mothering Sunday to gain maximum mileage 
from the two campaign periods. 

"' Several prototypes were developed from which a 
final selection was made. Cake samples were made, 
decorated and packaged for presentation by Australian 
Dried Fruits Sales to executives of the Coles-Myer 
group, whose chain was selected to showcase the 
theme. at retail level. 
The Mediterranean Diet 

The direction of food is being closely aligned to the 
now well documented and healthy mediterranean diet 
pattern of foods containing generous quantities of olive 
oil, fish, various breads, tomatoes, fruit and vegetables. 
These dishes include: salads, simple fish stews and 
sweet and savoury breads. 

In response to The Australian Women's Weekly, 
Adelaide Advertiser, and Defiance Flour requesting 
contemporary recipes incorporating dried fruits based on 
this trend, the department produced a variety of foods. 
Every recipe contained dried vine fruits and some also 
contained dried tree fruits. 
Sunbeam Cookbooklet, Volume 5 

FAS has been the architect of four recipe booklets 
with a fifth one currently in production. Each book 
contains 40 recipes, each has a theme, and every 
recipe contains a high percentage of Sunbeam fruit. 
The books have proved to be an effective marketing tool 
as demonstrated by its high response rate of more than 
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400 requests per day following initial release. 'Kids in 
the Kitchen' is the title of Volume 5 and all the recipes 
include terminology familiar to youngsters. 
Corporate Mall Order Fruitcake Gifts • Canada 

A request initiated by lrymple Packing Company saw 
an opportunity for the Canadian company, Compass 
Foods Sales, to include a unique Australian fruited 
Christmas cake in their mail order catalogue developed 
by FAS. A development and testing program was 
commenced and concept trials have been completed 
from which six distinctive high quality cakes, will be 
prepared and despatched to Canada for evaluation. 
Chun Yip Trading Sdn Berhad, Kuala Lumpur 

Responding to a request from the Australian Dried 
Fruits Board, the department . is assisting in the 
development of a range of dried vine fruit bakery lines 
for the potentially huge South-East Asian market. A 
delegation from Chun Yip Trading visited Australia in 
April and spent a day in meetings discussing the 
program. A field visit to William Angliss College was 
arranged to illustrate the back-up support facilities 
available to the industry. 
National Confectionery Competition 

An ADFA Research & Development Unit initiative, 
supported by Robinvale Producers', the competition is 
being conducted on a national scale and is being co
ordinated by FAS. The important Food Services and 
Hospitality Industries will be exposed to dried fruits at an 
unprecedented level. 

The competition is designed to stimulate awareness 
amongst chefs, bakers, pastrycooks, chocolatiers, 
restaurateurs and others about the compatibility and 
value of dried vine fruits in confectionery lines. The 
rationale behind this competition is to isolate potential 
commercial manufacturing concepts. 

The substantial $5,000 prize money is intended as 
an incentive for the competition to be well supported. 

All hospitality training colleges, appropriate 
magazines and many restaurants and leading hotels will 
be canvassed to enter. 
Canadian Visit 

The Director featured in five 20 minute cooking 
programs called "Look Who's Cooking", to be screened 
throughout Canada to an estimated audience of 26 
million viewers. The programs were 'part of a special 
campaign to promote Sunnygold dried fruit. 

Whilst in Canada, the Director took the opportunity to 
visit: Johnvince Foods - the world's largest bulk food 
retailer; Compass Foods - a company keen to produce 
dried fruit based products suitable for the potentially 
large corporate gift market; Lucerne Foods - a company 
experiencing problems with their raisin pie filling mixture; 
and PR International Ingredients Ltd - where Miss 
Chambers viewed a container of Australian Bakers' 
Choice Sultanas being unloaded following a complaint 
about carton chaffing and fruit spoilage. 
Conclusion 

It has been a year of reflection and with the industry 
experiencing a difficult time, it is now a period of 
refocussing and consolidation. The FAS looks forward 
to participating in the challenges facing the industry. 
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DRIED FRUITS R & D COUNCIL REPORT TO FEDERAL COUNCIL 

THE FRUITS 
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT 

COUNCIL 
The Chairman of the Dried Fruits Research and 

Development Council, Mr. Bob Taylor, presented a 
report to Federal Council on the activities of the Council 
during the past 12 months and the focus of research to 
be undertaken in the next 12 months. 

Mr. Taylor paid tribute to the work of the Council 
members, particularly those who work within the dried 
fruit producing areas. Mr. Taylor also thanked the 
Council's Executive Officer, Mr. Ross Skinner, for the 
continued high standard of his work. 

In 1991/92 total expenditure was $1.39 million and 
41 projects were funded. In 1992/93 expenditure 
increased to $1 .46 million and 30 projects were funded. 
This is consistent with Council's objective to fund larger 
projects and integrate the activities of research providers 
as much as possible. 

The Council also recently completed production of 
the Five Year Research & Development Plan (1993-
1998). 

The Council's vision is to have an industry which is 
quality driven, profitable and competitive and in harmony 
with the social and ecological climate of the total 
community. 

Council's mission is to: 
manage industry and government funds in a 
properly accountable way; 
have a continually developing understanding of 
the industry and its allied research environment; 
make wise investments in research to the long 
term benefit of the dried fruit industry. 

The Plan outlines the specific objectives and 
strategies of the Council. 

The Council believes that in line with the 5 Year Plan 
the 1993/94 Operating Plan is well balanced with a mix 
of production, and processing, research, product 
development and technology transfer. The program's 
emphasis remains with developing information and 
technology to improve quality. This supports the 
powerful momentum that has gathered behind the 
industry aim of remaining as the preferred supplier to 
quality conscious markets. 

In recent years Council's policy has been to fund 
centres of excellence which have a close affinity with the 
industry and a sound understanding of the problems 
confronting the industry and the opportunities open to it. 
This has focused the research and development efforts 

' of provider organisations towards industry driven 
research and is resulting in many significant 
achievements. 
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The development of close and trusting working 
relations between new and traditional research providers 
by funding co-operative research projects is also being 
fostered by the Council. 

The 1993/94 research program includes several 
commissioned projects which will undertake high priority 
research for industry. 

The Council has also made allowance for further 
research proposals to be developed and commissioned 
during the year by setting aside contingency funding. In 
recent years, Council's ability to act quickly to implement 
research into urgent problems as they arise has been 
valuable to the industry and the Council. 

Mr. Taylor also discussed briefly some of the work 
being undertaken by DFRDC researchers at present. 

The Council was able to provide a significant boost 
to the dried vine fruit industry with the work that it 
conducted in conjunction with breakfast food 
manufacturer Kellogg's. 

A metering system used by Kellogg's to measure the 
quantity of sultanas entering the processing line was not 
working effectively. The Council engaged Dr. John 
Fielke, of the University of South Australia, who was 
immediately successful in redesigning the troublesome 
chute to allow the sultanas to be more free flowing. 

Another project involves the development of a grape 
rootstock which produces high yields in extremely salty 
conditions. This work is being conducted at the CSIRO 
Merbein and is progressing well, with some encouraging 
results being achieved. 

This initial success resulted in the development of a 
large joint project between the University of South 
Australia, the Sunraysia Horticultural Centre, and CSIRO 
which has focussed on the total processing system. 

The New South Wales Department of Agriculture's 
Dareton Research Station has also become the 
Council's recognised centre of excellence in the area of 
"Vineyard Floor Management." This involves research 
on areas such as cover crops, weeds and snails. 

The Sunraysia Horticultural Centre continues to be 
the key centre for research on pests and diseases. The 
excellent work done on the control of downy mildew in 
1992/93 was greatly appreciated by the industry. 

A significant amount of research is also being 
undertaken at the South Australian Department of 
Primary Industries' Loxton research centre into the 
development of new improved apricot varieties with 
improved fruit quality characteristics. This involves a 
breeding program which is seeking a better apricot 
variety which can be used for drying purposes. 

In summary, the Council intends to become more 
pro-active in commissioning research, monitoring 
research, facilitating the transfer of information and 
technology, and undertaking economic analysis of 
research findings. 

To facilitate this goal, the DFRDC has appointed 
Ross Skinner as the Council's full time Executive Officer 
to undertake these duties. Mr. Skinner will act as a 
conduit between research providers and industry 
growers and packers to ensure that research results are 
quickly transferred to those people who can use the 
results for the greatest benefit of the dried fruit industry. 
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RECIPES FOR PEOPLE WITH DIABETES 
Prepared By ADFA Food Advisory Services Department 

In the past, people with diabetes were unable to eat many foods that others were able to enjoy, dried fruits 
were one such food. 

In recent years, there have been major changes in the principles of eating for people with diabetes. Where 
In the past, people with diabetes were treated as being different, today It Is understood that the Ideal diet for 
everyone Is perfect for people with diabetes too. 

These recipes developed In the Food Advisory Services test kitchen, offer a wide variety of delicious foods. 
Although the recipes have been developed primarily for people with diabetes, they can also be enjoyed by 

family and friends. 
* The recipes, when used by people with diabetes, are Intended to be used In accordance with the meal 

plan, recommended by the doctor or dietitian. 
* Nutritional data provided per serve Is approximate only. 

GOLDEN PUMPKIN 
& CHICKEN RISOTTO 

1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 large onion, finely chopped 
1 clove garlic, crushed 

200g chicken fillets, sliced thinly 
250g pumpkin, cut into 1 em dice 

1/2 cup rice 
1 teaspoon ground tumeric 

1 1/2 litres chicken stock, boiling 
1/2 cup Australian seeded 

raisins, chopped 
2 tablespoons almond slivers, 

toasted 
2 tablespoons chopped parsley 

Heat oil in a large frypan and cook 
onion and garlic until golden. 

Stir in chicken and pumpkin, cook 
for 2-3 minutes. Stir in rice. 

Combine tumeric powder with the 
stock. Gradually pour boiling stock 
into frypan with the rice mixture. 

Stir constantly until the rice is 
cooked and the liquid is absorbed, 
approximately 15 minutes. 

Add seeded raisins. Spoon 
mixture into a microwave dish or 
suitable lightly greased ovenproof 
casserole dish, 2 litre capacity. 

Microwave on High for 3 minutes 
or bake at 200°C for 10 minutes. 

Serve garnished with toasted 
almonds and chopped parsley. 

Portion Size: 400g per serve. 

Nutritional Data Per Serve: 
Energy 1 030kJ 
Carbohydrate 37g 
Protein 16g 
Total Fat 4g 
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PEAR & PUMPKIN SOUP 

500ml chicken stock 
500g Queensland Blue pumpkin, 

cut into 2cm cubes 
1 large onion, finely diced 

1/3 cup Australian dried pear 
halves, chopped 

1
/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

1/2 teaspoon ground black 
pepper 

1
/2 cup skim milk 

Place all ingredients except milk, 
in a large saucepan. 

Bring ingredients to the boil. 
Reduce heat, cover and allow to 
simmer, for at least 30 minutes. 

Place ingredients into a food 
processor. Process until smooth. 

Adjust seasonings to taste. Return 
to saucepan and heat. 

Add milk and heat gently until hot. 
Garnish with sliced dried pear and 

chopped parsley. 
Serve as a warm soup in winter or 

delicious cold {chilled) during 
summer. 

Portion Size; 325g per serve. 

Nutritional Data Per Serve: 
Energy 374kJ 
Carbohydrate 17g 
Protein 5g 
Total Fat 1g 

APRICOT PORK ROLL 

1
/2 cup Australian dried apricots, 

chopped, soaked in 1/4 cup 
orange juice 

1
/4 

1 
250g 

1 
1/2 

30g 

cup rice, cooked 
stick celery, finely diced 
lean pork fillet 
egg, lightly beaten 
cup ground almonds 
butter, melted 
salt and pepper, to taste 

'Combine plumped dried apricots, 
rice, celery and seasonings to taste. 

Flatten out . pork, pounding in 
between two sheets of plastic wrap, 
until flat. 

Spoon filling onto flattened pork 
fillet and roll up. Secure edge with 
toothpicks. 

Dip pork fillet in egg and coak in 
ground almonds. 

Place in a lightly greased roasting 
pan and bake in a moderate oven 
for 25-30 minutes or until golden 
brown. 

Serve hot with steamed or stir-fried 
vegetables. 

Serves 2. 

Portion Size: 280g per serve. 

Nutritional Data Per Serve: 

2 

1 
2 
1 

'/2 

1
/4 

'/2 

Energy 150kJ 
Carbohydrate 22g 
Protein 37g 
Total Fat 13g 

FRUITY WHOLEMEAL 
NOODLE SALAD 

cups wholemeal shell 
noodles, cooked 
red apple, finely chopped 
celery sticks, thinly sliced 
small carrot, diced 
cup mung beans or favourite 
sprouts 
cup whole roasted peanuts 
cup Australian seeded 
raisins, chopped roughly 

Combine together noodles, apple, 
celery, carrot and mung beans. 

Add Orange Vinaigrette Dressing 
or Curried Yoghurt Sauce and allow 
to stand, covered for 30 minutes. 

Prior to serving, add whole roasted 
peanuts and seeded raisins. 

Toss salad and serve. 

)· 
DRIED FRUITS NEWS - July/August, 1993 



Orange Vinaigrette Dressing: 
1/4 cup cider vinegar 
2 tablespoons unsweetened 

orange juice 
2 tablespoons sesame oil 

1/2 teaspoon grated orange rind 

In a screw top jar, combine 
dressing ingredients well. 

Makes 1/2 cup. 

Curried Yoghurt Sauce: 
1/4 cup natural yoghurt 
1/2 teaspoon orange rind 
1/2 teaspoon coriander 
2 tablespoons finely chopped, 

fresh parsley 
1/2 teaspoon curry powder, or to 

taste 

Combine all ingredients, use as 
desired. Makes 1

/4 cup. 

Portion Size: 160g per serve. 

Nutritional Data Per Serve: 
Energy 821 kJ 
Carbohydrate 34g 
Protein 7g 
Total Fat 4g 

APPLE & SULTANA PIKELETS 

1/2 

60g 

cup self raising flour 
teaspoon ground cinnamon 
cup Australian sultanas 
cup rolled oats 
egg, lightly beaten 
cups skim milk 
medium apple, peeled, cored 
and grated 
cup walnuts 
butter 

Sift flour and cinnamon into a 
medium bowl. 

Mix in the sultanas and oats. 
Make a well in the centre, 

gradually stir in combined egg and 
skim milk. 

Stir in apple and nuts until 
combined and stand for 10 minutes. 

Heat a large heavy-based frypan 
over moderate heat. Lightly grease 
with butter. 

Place tablespoons of the mixture 
into the heated pan and cook for 
approximately 3 minutes. 

When bubbles appear, turn the 
pikelets over. 

Cook until golden brown 
underneath and cooked through, 
approximately 3 minutes. 

Serve hot or cold. Makes 20. 

Portion Size: 40g per serve. 

Nutritional Data Per Serve: 
Energy 289kJ 
Carbohydrate 11 g 
Protein 3g 
Total Fat 2g 

APRICOT CHEESECAKE 

Biscuit Base: 
1 cup crushed milk arrowroot 

biscuits 
1 cup finely chopped pecan 

nuts 
125g butter, melted 

Filling: 
/2 cup finely chopped Australian 

dried apricots 
1/4 cup orange juice 

250g light cream cheese 
1 egg, beaten 
2 teaspoons gelatine 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla essence 
1/2 cup whipped cream 
1/4 cup Australian sultanas 

Base: 
Combine all biscuit base 

ingredients thoroughly. 
Place mixture into a 20cm pie dish 

or place 1 tablespoon of mixture into 
the base of individual patty pans. 

Press base mixture firmly into dish. 
Refrigerate for 30 minutes. 

Filling: 
Place dried apricots in orange 

juice and allow to stand. 
Beat cream cheese in a small 

mixing bowl, until smooth. 
Add beaten egg, and beat until 

combined. 
Heat drained juice in a small 

saucepan, add gelatine and stir until 
dissolved. 

Add drained dried apricots, vanilla 
essence, dissolved gelatine to 
cream cheese mixture, beat until 
combined. 

Fold in whipped cream and 
sultanas. 

Pour into pie crust or spoon into 
patty pans. 

Refrigerate until set. Lightly 
sprinkle top with ground nutmeg. 

Cheesecake can be frozen for up 
to 2 months. 

To defrost, remove from freezer 
and place in the refrigerator 
overnight or microwave for 1 minute. 

Makes 30 individual cakes or 1 
large pie. 
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Portion Size: 35g per individual 
cheesecake. 

Nutritional Data Per Serve: 

2 

1
/4 

1 1/2 
1 
1 

1
/2 
1 
1 

3/4 

1 

Energy 544kJ 
Carbohydrate 6g 
Protein 3g 
Total Fat 11 g 

FRUITCAKE 

cups Australian dried fruit -
finely chopped currants, 
seeded raisins, sultanas, 
nectarines, peaches, pears, 
apricots. 
cup dry sherry 
cups wholemeal plain flour 
teaspoon baking powder 
teaspoon mixed spice 
cup unsweetened apple juice 
egg, beaten 
teaspoon vanilla essence 
cup chopped nuts - pecans, 
almonds 
cup water 

Place dried fruits and sherry in a 
bowl and allow to stand for several 
hours. 

Sift flour, baking powder and 
mixed spice together in a large 
mixing bowl. 

Combine apple juice, beaten egg 
and vanilla essence, add to flour. 

Mix through dried fruits and nuts. 
Gradually add water. 

Place mixture in to a greased and 
line 20cm cake pan. 

Bake in a moderate oven for 40-50 
minutes or until cooked when tested. 

It may be necessary to cover the 
cake if it is burning. 

Allow to cool slightly in the pan 
before turning out. 

Makes 30 slices. 

Portion Size: 30g per serve. 

Nutritional Data Per Serve: 
Energy 298kJ 
Carbohydrate 12g 
Protein 2g 
Total Fat 2g 
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OTHER BRANDS'=' MAY GET YOU IN. 
BUT THIS ONE ~E!r'~ WILL SEE YOU OUT. 

VINELEAF GROUP 

VI 
IRYMPLE 
15th Street, 

Irymple. 
24 5704 

It comes down to endurance. 
lbu get what you pay for. And when 
you decide on Waratah, you get lull 
measure. 

Our galvanising and wire drawing 
technology has been awarded the 
coveted AS3902 certificate. That's your 
assurance of quality. 

Add the BHP nome and Australia
wide back-up and supply. 

Plus a commitment to research and 
development that focuses on local 
conditions. 

For a hundred years, we've stood 
by you and delivered the best there is. 

And we stand by you now, with 
fencing made to last. 

And lost. 
Who knows, it might see you out. 
Why take a risk on anYthing else? 

ELEAFSTORES 
MERBEIN 

Commercial Street, 
Merbein 
25 2304 

MERBEIN 
Main Avenue, 

Merbein 
25 2402 

RED CLIFFS 
Laurel Avenue 

Red Cliffs 
24 2102 

MILDURA 
Etiwanda Avenue 

Mildura 

COOMEALLA 
Silver City H/way 

Coomealla 

ROBINVALE 
Moore Street 

Robinvale 
263904 
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